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THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday,  November  18,  1820. 

TLw  being  tbe  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  Thomas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk, 
an^  the  following  members  of  the  Ilonse  of 
Representatives,  appeared^  and  took  their  seats, 
\iz: 

/Vtw  Nnt  Hampthirt — Joseph  Buffam,  jr.,  JoAiah 
BatWr,  Clifton  Clagott,  William  Plumer,  jr.,  aiid  Na- 
thaniel Uphnm. 

FrtfOi  JfasgaekusetU — Benjamin  Adams,  Samnol 
('.  Allen,  Joshua  Cusbman,  Timothy  Fuller,  Mark 
L  Hill.  Jonas  Kendall,  Enoch  LincoliT,  Marcns  Mor- 
ton, Jeremiah  Nelson,  James  Parker,  and  Henry 
Sliiw. 

Fnm  Rhode  Island — Samuel  Eddy,  and  Nathaniel 
Uusid. 

From  Coimectund — Henry  W.  Edwards,  Samuel 
A.  Foot,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Eliaha  Phelps,  John 
Ross,  James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

/'root  Vermont. — Samuel  G.  Crafts,  RolKn  C. 
Malliiy,  Ezra  Meech,  Maik  Richards,  and  William 

SlOQg. 

Fnm  Xt»  York — ^Nathaniel  ASen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Wiiter  Case,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John 
n.  Dickinson,  John  Fay,  Wi]liam  D.  Ford,  Ezra  C 
<iro«fl,  Aaron  Hackley,  Jan.,  George  Hall,  Heniy 
Meig5,  Robert  MoneD,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan 
BicbmoDd,  Hemy  R.  Storrs,  Randall  S.  Street,  James 
Scroog,  John  W.  Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H. 
Tncv,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
ami  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jersey — ^Ephraim  Bateman,  Joseph 
BloQin6eld,  Charles  Kinsey,  John  Linn,  and  Bernard 
H'nidL 

/rem  Awuy/nma — ^Heniy  Baldwin,  William  Dar- 
lington, Samnel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  Samuel 
Gfcmc,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob  Hibshman,  Jacob 
Hoftetter,  WiUiam  P.  Maclay,  David  Marchand, 
Hobert  Moore,  Samnel  Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas 
PaOenon,  Robert  Philson,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John 
S«]geant,  and  James  M.  Wallace'. 

From  DdaiBart — ^Lonis  McLane. 

From  MeayUmd — Stevenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Samnel  Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
Hemy  B.  Warfield. 

From  Vtrffuaa —  Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
d)cr,  WBIiam  A.  Burwell,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  James 


Jones,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Randolph,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Thomas  V.  Swearingen,  Geoige  Tucker, 
and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Caroltna — John  Culpeper,  Weldon  N. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Jesse  Slocnm,  James  S.  Smith,  Felix  Walker, 
and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  William 
Lowndes,  John  McCreary,  James  Overstreet,  and 
Starling  Tucker. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  and  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 

From  KentUfdeff — ^Richard  C.  Anderson,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas  Metcalfe, 
George  Robertson,  and  David  Trimble. 

From  Tennessee — ^Newton  Cannon,  Francis  Jones, 
and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — ^Philemon  Beechei',  Henry  Brush, 
John  W.  Campbell,  and  John  Sloan. 

From  Louisiana — Thomas  Butler. 

From  Indianor — ^William  Hendricks. 

From  Illinois — ^Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  CrowelL 

The  following  new  members  also  appeared, 
to  wit: 

From  Massachusetts,  William  Ettstis,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned : 

From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  G.  MoChjLLOuoH, 
in  the  room  of  David  Fullerton,  resigned : 

From  Virginia,  John  0.  Gbat,  in  the  room 
of  James  Johnson,  resigned ;  Edward  B.  Jack- 
son, in  the  room  of  James  Pindall,  resigned ; 
and  Thomas  L.  Moore,  in  the  room  of  George 
F.  Strother,  resigned : 

From  Kentucky,  Thomas  Montoomert,  in 
the  room  of  Tunstall  Quarles,  resigned;  and 
Francis  Johnson,  in  the  room  of  David  Walker, 
deceased: 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats. 

John  Scott,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  and  James  Woodson  Bates,  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Olerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum 
of  the  House  was  present,  said  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henbt  Olat,  late 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


I^-ooeedrnfft, 


[NOYBMBEB,  1820. 


Speaker  of  this  Hoase,  which,  with  the  leave  of 
the  Hoase,  he  read  as  follows : 

LsznffOTOir,  Kr.,  October  28,  1820. 

SiB:  I  will  thank  70a  to  oommnnioate  to  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatiyea,  that,  owing  to  imperious 
circnmstanoes,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  npon  it 
until  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  to  respectfnllj 
ask  it  to  allow  me  to  resign  the  oflSce  of  its  Speaker, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  and  to  consider  this 
as  the  act  of  my  resignation.  I  beg  the  Honse  also 
to  permit  me  to  reiterate  the  expression  of  my  sin- 
oere  acknowledgments  and  unaffected  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  consideration  which  it  has  uniform- 
ly manifested  for  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your 
faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

Thoicas  DonoHSBTT,  Esq. 

Gerk  of  the  ffouse  of  Bepmenttaivea, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtost,  the  letter  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Honse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.,  the  Honse  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Olerk  declared  that,  as  this  was  an  elec- 
tion to  be  made  from  amongst  members  of  the 
Honse,  no  previons  nomination  was  necessary. 
No  nomination,  therefore,  was  made. 

Messrs.  Nbwton  and  Mosklt  being  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  count  the  ballots,  reported 
that  the  votes  were — ^For  John  W.  Taylor  40 ; 
for  William  Lowndes  84 ;  for  Samuel  Smith  27 ; 
for  John  Sergeant  18 ;  for  Hugh  Kelson  10 ; 
scattering  8. 

Sixty-seven  votes  being  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  no  member  having  the  requisite  majority, 
a  second  ballot  took  place ;  when  the  votes 
were  thus  reported:  For  Mr.  Taylor  49;  for 
Mr.  Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  25 ;  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  18 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  being  yet  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  a  further  ballot,  when  the  votes  given 
in  were  as  follows :  For  Mr.  J^owndes  66 ;  for 
Mr.  Taylor  50 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  16 ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 11 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  yet  made,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  a  fourth  time,  when  the  fol- 
lowing result  was  reported :  For  Mr.  Lowndes 
61 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  60;  for  Mr.  Smith  11 ;  scat- 
tering 8. 

No  one  having  yet  a  minority  of  all  the  votes, 
a  fifth  ballot  took  place,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows :  For  Mr.  Taylor  66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  68  ; 
for  Mr.  Smith  8 ;  scattering  2. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  a  sixth 
time ;  and  the  votes,  being  counted,  stood  thus : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  67 ;  for  Air.  Lowndes  61 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  7 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  another 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  vote 
thereon  was — for  adjourning  65,  against  it  68. 

So  the  House  refused  to  aqjoum,  and  another 
ballot  was  held,  which  resulted  as  follows: 


For  Mr.  Taylor  62 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  57 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  15 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  a  motion 
was  made  to  a^'onrn,  and  decided  in  theaffirm- 
ative — ayes  71.  And  the  Clerk  a^ourned  the 
Honse  to  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TuisDAT,  November  14. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  New  Hampshire,  Aethtjb  Livermobb  ; 
from  Massachusetts,  Mabtux  Kdtslet;  from 
New  Jersey,  Hbnbt  Southabd  ;  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohbistian  Tabs;  from  Maryland,  Ra- 
PHAJSL  Nbalb;  from  Virginia,  William  Leb 
Ball,  Phiup  P.  Babboub,  and  William  MoGot  ;/ 
from  South  Carolina,  Elias  Eablb  ;  from  Ten- 
nessee, John  Cookb  ;  and  from  Ohio,  Thomas 
B.  Bobs. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  bal- 
lot again  for  a  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Olat,  resigned.  The  votes  having 
been  counted,  Mr.  Newtoit  reported,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  was  149 ;  of  which  76 
were  necessary  to  a  choice ;  that  the  votes  were : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  64 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  54 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  88 ;  scattering  1. 

No  one  having  a  mfdority  of  all  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  ttie  ninth  time ;  when 
it  appeared  that  the  votes  were :  For  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  47 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  33 ; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  tenth  time ;  and  the 
result  ^las  declared  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
64 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  50 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  25 ; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  eleventh  time ;  when 
the  following  result  was  pronounced :  For  Mr. 
Taylor  61 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  50 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
81 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  5 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  twelfth  time ;  and 
the  result  was  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Smith  63 ; 
for  Mr.  Taylor  47 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  28 ;  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  19 ;  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  8 ;  scattering  8. 

The  thirteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  For 
Mr.  Smith  48 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  82 ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 82 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  80 ;  scattering  8. 

The  fourteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 
For  Mr.  Smith  42 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  37 ;  for 
Mr.  Sergeant  85;  for  Mr.  Taylor  27;  scatter- 
ing 3. 

The  fifteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows  :  For 
Mr.  Lowndes  55 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  82 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  27;  for  Mr.  Taylor  26 ;  scattering  6. 

No  one  yet  having  a  m^ority  of  the  votes,  a 
further  ballot  was  declared  necessary ;  when  (it 
being  half-past  8  o'clock), 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  sixteenth  ballot  then  took  place,  and  was 
as  follows:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  68 ;  for  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 80 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  24 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  23. 
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This  ballot  having  been  also  ineffeotaal ;  an- 
other motion  was  made  to  adjonrn,  but  widiont 


Thd  House  then  proceeded  to  the  seventeenth 
ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows — *ld  necessary 
to  a  choice:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  72;  for  Mr. 
Taylor  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  17 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant 
11. 

No  election  being  made,  the  House  Went  into 
the  eighteenth  ballot,  when  the  following  result 
was  announced — ^73  necessary  to  a  choice :  For 
Mr.  Lowndes  66 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  65 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  21 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  2. 

No  one  having  yet  a  minority  of  the  votes, 
the  House  prooMded  to  the  nineteenth  ballot, 
which  resulted  as  follows — 78  necessary  to  a 
dioioe:  For  Mr.  Taylor  66;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
65;fbrMr.  Smithli. 

This  ballot  being  also  ineffectual ;  a  motion 
was  made  to  adiourn,  which  motion  prevailed, 
ayes  76 — ^and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


WxDKXsoAT,  November  16. 

Several  other  members  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Vermont,  Charles  Rioh  ;  from  Penn- 
i^lYania,  Gbobob  Denihson;  from  Maryland, 
Thoxas  Batly  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Chablbs 
Fdhks;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Eldbed  Sim- 
mre. 

Election  qfSpeah&r. 

The  House,  having  been  called  to  order  at 
twelYc  o'clock,  proceeded  to  ballot,  the  twen- 
tiedi  time,  for  a  Speaker,  in  the  plaee  of  Mr. 
Clay,  resgned. 

The  votes  having  been  counted,  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  votes  g^ven  in  was  141 — 
Mceasary  to  a  choice  71.  Of  which  there 
▼ere:  For  Mr.  Taylor  67;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
66 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  S ;  scattering  1. 

Ko  choice  having  been  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  tibe  twenty-first  time;  when 
the  result  was  declared  as  follows :  Whole  num- 
ber of  votes  147 — ^necessary  to  a  choice  74.  Of 
which  there  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  78 ;  for  Mr, 
liowodes  42 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  82. 

Ko  choice  having  yet  been  made,  the  House 
was  about  to  ballot  again ;  when 

Mr.  Lrtle  rose,  and,  remarking  on  the  ex- 
tnordinary  aspect  of  the  present  proceedings  of 
the  House ;  the  necessity  for  choosing  a  Speak- 
er;  the  uncertainty,  under  present  appearances, 
wheo  a  choice  would  be  made ;  the  weariness 
of  the  House  at  these  repeated  ballotiugs,  dec. — 
moved,  that  the  House  do  come  to  a  resolution, 
that  the  lowest  on  each  ballot  should  be  drop- 
ped at  the  succeeding  ballot,  and  that  any  votes 
given  for  such  lowest  person  should  not  be 
taken  into  account 

The  Clbbx  of  the  House,  after  reading  the 
Weolve,  expressed  doubts  of  the  power  of  the 
HoQse  to  pass  such  a  resolution,  consistently 
with  the  rules  established  for  its  government. 


Mr.  Randolfh  made  it  a  point  of  order  whe- 
ther the  Clerk  had  any  right  to  express  to  the 
House  his  opinion  of  Uieir  powers,  or  to  decide 
for  them  what  was,  or  was  not,  in  order. 

The  Clbbx  declared,  that,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion by  ballot,  he  could  not  receive  this  motion. 

Some  brief  debate  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Randolph  protesting  against  what 
he  pronounced  an  assuipption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Clerk,  and  asserting  the  right  of 
any  member  to  propound  any  question  to  the 
House  through  the  Clerk,  the  Speaker's  Chair 
being  vacant  or  fh>m  himself,  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Stobbs,  Mr.  Lrrrui, 
Mr.  Sebgeaitt,  Mr.  Meboeb,  and  Mr.  Livbb- 
KOBE,  expressed  their  opinions,  and  the  follow- 
ing rule  of  the  House  was  retA : 

"  In  all  other  eases  of  ballot  than  for  committees, 
a  majority  of  the  Totes  given  shall  he  neoessaiy  to 
an  election ;  and,  when  there  shall  not  he  sach  a  ma- 
jority on  the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated 
until  a  majority  he  obtained.* 

Mr.  Ltttlb,  asserting  his  right  to  make  the 
motion,  vet,  not  desiring  to  prolong  discussion 
in  regard  to  it,  waived  the  moving  d[  it  himself. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the 
twenty-second  time.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  was  148 — ^76  necessary  to  a  choice.  The 
votes  were — ^For  Mr*  Taylor  76;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  27 ;  scattering  1. 

So  John  W.  Tatlob,  Esq.,  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  elected 
Speaker;  and,  having  been  conducted  to  the 
Chair  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Moselt,  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Geailemm :  1  approach  the  station  to  which  yonr 
favor  inrites  me,  graatiy  distmsting  my  ability  to 
fulfil  yonr  jnst  expectations.  Althongh  the  duties  of 
the  Chair  have  become  less  arduous  by  improvements 
in  its  practice  during  the  administration  of  my  dis- 
tinguished predeoeasor,  I  should  not  venture  to  assume 
their  responsibilities  witiiout  a  firm  reliance  on  your 
indulgent  support  In  all  deliberative  assemblies, 
the  preservation  of  order  must  depend  in  a  greater 
degree  upon  the  members  at  large  than  upon  any 
efforts  of  a  presiding  officer.  The  forbearance  and 
decorum  which  characterized  this  House  in  its  for- 
mer seasion,  at  a  period  of  peculiar  excitement,  afibrd 
of  their  continued  exercise  a  happy  anticipation.  For 
the  oonfidenoe  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  be 
pleased  to  accept  my  profound  acknowledgments. 
In  my  beat  endeavors  to  merit  your  aj^robation, 
which  shall  not  be  intermittod,  I  can  promise  noth- 
ing more  than  diligence,  and  a  constant  aim  at  im- 
partiality. I  can  hope  for  nothing  greater  than  that 
these  endeavors  may  not  prove  altogether  unavailing. 

The  new  members  having  been  sworn  in-- 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  thereof  was 
formed,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
bunness. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  a 
similar  message  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nklbon,  also,  a  committee 
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was  appointed,  joiDtly  with  such  oommittee  as 
flhonld  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Hooses,  and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
commnnicatioD  he  may  have  to  make  to  them. 


Thtjesdat,  November  16. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Massachusetts,  Waxteb  Foloeb,  Jr. ; 
from  North  Carolina,  Hutohins  G.  Bubton; 
and  from  Georgia,  Jobl  Crawford  and  Robert 
Rayicond  Rbid. 

Constitution  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  manu- 
script attested  copy  of  the  constitution  formed 
on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  the  conven- 
tion assembled  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  for  the  government  of  the  contem- 
plated State  of  that  name ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Lowkdeb,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sioth,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 


Monday,  November  20. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Virginia,  John  Floyd  and  Severn  E. 
Parker  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  Henrt  H.  Bryan 
and  Robert  Allen. 

Solomon  Sibley  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  the 
room  of  William  W.  Woodbridge,  resigned. 


Wednesday,  November  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Charles  Pinoeney,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

deduction  of  Expenditures, 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  the  Chair 
the  following  series  of  propositions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annnal 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  reduced ;  that, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is  fiirther 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  shall  be  aboUshed. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  officers 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at  that 
period. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving 
such  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regard  to 
that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
est ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general  staff 
aa  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army  when 
reduced^as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appro- 


priations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shall  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  extending 
the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  completed. 

6.  Resolned,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  amium  for  the  increase 
of  the  Nflivy,  be  so  amended  fls  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

7.  Resell^  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one-half  the  naval  force  now  employed, 
and  to  plaee  the  same  in  ordinary. 

8th  Resolution  refers  the  subjects  of  the  preceding 
resolves  to  the  proper  standing  and  select  committees, 
to  bring  in  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions — 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  bring 
on  the  discussion  of  them  at  this  time,  having 
presented  them  by  way  of  notice  to  members, 
that  they  might  be  prepared  to  discuss  and  de- 
icide  on  them  when  called  up.  He  was  not 
even  himself  prepared  at  this  moment  to  give 
his  views  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  these  res- 
olutions ;  nor  did  ne  know  tliat  the  Honse 
ought  to  proceed  to  act  on  them,  until  it  should 
have  received,  first,  the  annual  report  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  secoudly,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  of  a  plan  yrhereupon 
a  reduction  of  the  Army  might  be  advanta- 
geously made.  To  place  these  resolves  in  a  sit- 
uation which  would  enable  him  to  call  them  up 
at  any  time,  he  moved  their  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thuksday,  November  23. 

Missouri  StaU  Constitution — Citizemhip  of 
Free  Colored  Persons. 

Mr.  LowDNES,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  constitution  formed  for 
their  government  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  de-  • 
livered  in  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  not  supposed  themselves  botmd  to 
inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  re- 
ferred to  them  bo  wij^e  or  liberal.  The  grave  and 
difficult  question  as  to  the  restraints  which  should  be 
imposed  upoi^  the  power  of  JSIissouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  itself  was  decided  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  and  the  committee  have  had  only  to  examine 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  have  been  complied 
with.  In  ihfi  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  have 
been.  The  propositions,  too,  which  were  offered  in 
the  same  act  to  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  people  of  Missouri,  have  all  been  accepted  by 
them.  But  there  remains  a  question  too  important 
to  be  overlooked. 

We  know  that  cases  must  oilen  arise  in  which  there 
may  be  a  doubt  whether  the  laws  or  constitution  of 
a  State  do  not  transcend  the  line  (sometimes  the  ob- 
scure line)  which  separates  the  powers  of  the  differ- 
ent governments  of  our  complex  system.  It  appears 
to  the  committee,  that,  in  general,  it  must  be  unwise 
in  Congress  to  anticipate  judicial  decisions  by  the  ex- 
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pontion  of  an  eqmvocal  phrase,  and  that  it  wonld  be 
jet  more  objectionable,  by  deciding  on  the  powers  of 
a  State  just  emerged  from  territorial  dependence,  that 
it  tfaonld  giTe*the  weight  of  its  anthority  to  an  opin- 
ion which  might  condemn  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  old,  as  well  as  sovereign  Statea  The  committee 
are  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  twenty-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
eomi,  by  which  the  Legislature  of  &e  State  has  been 
dheeted  to  pass  laws  ^*  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
molattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State," 
has  been  construed  to  apply  to  snch  of  that  class  as 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  their  ex- 
duaon  has  been  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Federal 
Ccostitution.  The  words  which  are  objected  to  are 
to  he  found  in  the  laws  of  at  least  one  of  the  Middle 
Slate^  (Delaware,)  and  a  carefnl  examination  of  the 
elanae  might  perhaps  countenance  the  opinion  that  it 
applies  to  the  large  class  of  fi^ee  negroes  and  mnlat- 
toes  who  cannot  be  considered  as  the  citizens  of  any 
State.  Bnt,  of  all  the  articles  in  our  constitution, 
then  18  probably  not  one  more  difficult  to  construe 
weQ,  than  that  which  gives  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
SBveral  States;  there  is  not  one,  an  attention  to 
whose  spirit  \a  more  necessary  to  the  convenient  and 
bmeficial  connection  of  the  StatecT;  nor  one  of  which 
too  laive  a  constmction  would  m^e  completely  break 
down  ueir  defensive  power,  and  lead  more  directly 
to  thdr  oonsolidation.  This  much,  indeed,  seems  to 
be  settled  by  the  established  constitutions  of  States 
in  eveiy  section  of  the  Union ;  that  a  State  has  a 
i%fat  to  discriminate  between  the  white  and  the  black 
Ban,'both  in  respect  to  political  and  civil  privileges, 
though  both  be  citizens  of  another  State ;  to  give  to 
the  one,  for  instance,  tlie  right  of  voting  and  of  serv- 
ing on  jnrira,  which  it  refuses  to  the  other.  How 
far  this  discrimination  may  be  carried,  is  obviously 
a  matter  of  nice  and  difficult  inquiry.  The  committee 
do  not  propose  to  engage  in  it.  They  believe  it  best, 
whenever  a  case  occurs  which  must  necessarily  in- 
volve the  decision  of  it,  that  it  should  be  remitted  to 
jndicial  cognizance. 

In  this  view  (whidi  narrows  their  inquiries  and 
dnUes)  the  committee  are  confirmed,  by  a  consider- 
ation of  the  embarrassments  and  disasters  which  a 
different  course  of  proceeding  might  sometimes  pro- 
dnee.  When  a  people  are  authorized  to  form  a  State, 
•nd  do  ra,  the  trammels  of  their  territorial  condition 
ftD  o£  They  have  performed  the  act  which  makes 
them  sovereign  and  independent.  If  they  pass  an 
wcopstitntional  law,  and  we  leave  it,  as  we  should 
Aat  of  another  Stat»,  to  the  decision  of  a  jndicial 
tribunal,  the  illegal  act  Is  diverted  of  its  force  by  the 
openidfou  of  a  system  with  which  we  are  familiar. 
The  control  of  the  General  Government  is  exercised 
ia  each  particular  case,  in  support  of  individual  right, 
and  the  State  retains  the  condition  which  it  has  jost 
se(}nized,  and  would  not  easily  renounce.  Bnt  a  de- 
oaon  by  Congress  agaiust  the  constitutionality  of  a 
law  passed  by  a  State  which  it  had  authorized  the 
establishment,  could  not  operate  directly  by  vacating 
the  law ;  nor  is  it  believed  that  it  could  reduce  the 
State  to  the  dependence  of  a  Territory.  In  these 
circumstances,  to  refuse-  admission  into  the  Union  to 
nch  a  State,  is  to  refuse  to  extend  over  it  that  judi- 
eial  authority  which  might  vacate  the  obnoxious  law, 
and  to  expose  all  the  interests  of  the  Government 
vithin  tfaie  territory  of  that  State,  to  a  Legislature 
■ad  a  Jodidaxy,  the  only  checks  on  which  have  been 


abandoned.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Congress  shall 
determine  neither  to  expound  clauses  which  are  ob- 
scure,  nor  to  decide  constitutional  questions  which 
must  be  difficult  and  perplexing,  equally  interestmg 
to  old  States,  whom  our  construction  could  not,  as  to 
the  new,  whom  it  ought  not  to  coerce,  the  rights  and 
duties  of  Missouri  wSl  be  left  to  the  determination 
of  the  same  temperate  and  impartial  tribtmal  which 
bos  decided  the  conflicting  clums,  and  received  the 
confidence,  of  the  other  States. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

This  report  having  been  read  by  the  Olerk, 
the  resolution  therein  referred  to  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  pass- 
ed on  the  sixw  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  ^very  in  certain 
Territories,"  the  people  of  said  Territory  did,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twen^,  by  a  convention  called  for 
the  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  whlbh  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, so  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into  tho  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever.  * 

The  resolation  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  refer  the  resolation  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  act  upon  it  at  any  time  it  thought 
proper.  He  need  not  say,  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  act  upon  this  subject  without  full 
notice  to  all  parties  concerned ;  and  if  no  other 
person  did,  he  should  himself,  when  proposing 
to  coU  for  the  consideration  of  the  report,  give 
a  day  or  two  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
Whilst  up,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  that  this  re- 
port, as  indeed  all  reports  of  committees,  must 
be  considered  as  the  act  of  a  maiority  of  the 
committee,  and  not  as  expressing  the  sentiments 
of  every  individual  of  the  committee. 

The  reference  was  agreed  to. 


Fbiday,  November  24. 

Two  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
\iz:  from  Maryland,  Thomas  Oulbreth,  and 
from  Virginia,  John  Ttlsb. 


Monday,  November  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Mississippi, 
Ohbistopheb  Bankin,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Benjamin  Gobham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
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ooncy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jonathan 
Mason,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat 


Tuesday,  Kovember  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Jambb  Guyon,  jmiior,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Friday,  December  1. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, William  Davidson,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Vaccine  Institutum, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Man- 
agers of  uie  National  Vaccine  Institution,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  of  its 
passage-" 

Mr.  LiYEBMOBB,  of  Ncw  Hampshire  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  being 
amended  in  one  particular,  and  thus  obviating 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  its  passage. 
His  object  was  to  incorporate  in  the  bill  the 
words  "  within  the  District  of  Golninbia." 
There  was  not  a  general  agreement  of  opinion 
as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corpo- 
rations to  pervade  the  ifnited  States ;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  of  its  power  within  the  District, 
to  which  therefore  he  wished  expressly  to  limit 
the  corporate  authority  proposed  to  be  conferred 
by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  YirginiiL  said,  he  saw  no  un- 
constitutional feature  in  the  bill,  which  he 
hoped,  therefore,  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as 
it  stood.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  aid  in 
the  eradication  of  the  smdll-pox  from  our 
country — an  object  which  all  must  admit  to  be 
not  only  innocent  but  laudable.  The  gentleman 
who  had  been  most  earnest  in  asking  from  Con- 
gress tiie  passage  of  this  bill,  had  devoted  him- 
self to  this  object  with  a  perseverance  seldom 
exceeded,  and  with  dearable  success.  To  enable 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  this  matter,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  donations  of  charitable 
persons  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
necessary  that  a  company  should  be  incorporat- 
ed, with  power  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  sijid,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  appeared  to  be  under 
some  misapprehension  in  relation  to  the  bill 
first  read.  Bj  its  provisions,  said  Mr.  K.,  the 
National  Vaccine  Institution  is  to  be  established 
here,  and  this  provision  renders  unnecessary 
the  gentleman^s  proposition.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  House  that,  some  years  past,  the 
oppointment  of  an  agent  for  vaccination  was 
authorized  by  law,  with  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing his  letters ;  and,  although  this  measure  gave 
some  facility  in  the  transmission  of  vaccine 
matter  to  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  yet 
it  was  found  too  limited  in  its  effects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  fraught  with  such 
incalculable  benefits  to  the  community.  Hence, 
the  citizens  of  several  of  the  a^aoent  States 


were  induced  to  accept  of  a  proposition  made 
by  Dr.  Smith,  to  establish  an  institution  here  in 
the  capital  of  the  country,  from  whence  should 
issue  gratuitously  the  vaccine  matter  to  such 
States,  counties,  or  towns,  as  should  subscribe  a 
certain  amount  for  the  establishment  and  en- 
couragement of  this  institution  ;  by  which 
means  every  class  in  society,  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  would  receive  the  matter  free  of 
expense.  In  six  of  the  adjacent  States  $26,000 
were  subscribed  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last, 
and  no  doubt  a  considerable  addition  has  been 
made  during  the  present  year  to  that  sum. 
These  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  Dr. 
Smith,  who  is  the  agent  for  vacdnation ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  without  the  passage 
of  some  such  bill  as  the  one  before  you,  would 
be  lost  to  those  who  made  them  wiUi  such  be- 
nevolent views.  The  bill  does  not  propose  to 
take  from  the  Treasury  one  dollar,  its  only  ob- 
ject is  to  withdraw  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Smith, 
the  whole  amount  of  those  subscriptions,  and 
place'them  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
six  discreet)  judicious  managers,  who  are  named 
in  the  bill,  and  whose  successors  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  has  been  under  the  hope  of  the  securing  the 
full  benefit  of  such  liberal  subscriptions,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  advocate  the  bill,  and  now 
ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  ita 
passage. 

Mr.  BuBWELL,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  on  different  ground  from 
that  taken  by  other  gentlemen.  He  adverted 
to  a  construction  which  had  been  recently  put 
upon  the  powers  of  Confess  within  the  States, 
(in  the  case  of  the  lotteries  authorized  by  Con- 
gress,) and  said  that  he  believed  that  constrno- 
tion  was  too  absurd  to  be  entertained  by  many 
men  of  sense  in  this  country,  and  he  regarded 
it  as  very  unfortunate  that  such  a  construction 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  names  of  any  men 
of  sense  and  character.  Believing  that  Congress 
had  not  the  power  to  make  this  law  operative 
within  the  States,  and  that  inserting  the  words 
proposed  might,  by  implication,  give  counte- 
nance to  what  he  considered  the  most  danger- 
ous and  absurd  construction  ever  given  to  the 
constitution,  he  was  opposed  to  limiting,  by 
words  in  the  bill,  what  he  considered  as  already 
limited  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  LiYEBMOBB  said  he  was  as  friendly  to  the 
object  of  this  bill  as  any  gentleman  witlun  these 
walls,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  impede  its  pas- 
sage. But,  he  said,  Congress  have  a  power 
within  the  District  which  they  have  not  beyond 
it.  They  have  here  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation ;  beyond  it,  they  have  not  that 
power.  Within  this  District,  he  did  not  know 
that  their  power  was  any  thing  less  than  abso- 
lute. He  did  not  know  of  any  restraints  upon 
it  but  reason  and  a  sound  discretion.  It  was  a 
question  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
extend  a  corporate  authority  into  the  States ; 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  the  bill  had  obviated  the  diffi- 
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Gidtj.  A  corporation  inhabits  a  honae  not 
made  by  man ;  it  inhabits  all  space — ^it  is  every- 
where and  nowhere.  It  has  no  bodj,  as  it  is 
lometimes  siud  to  have  no  soul.  For  his  part 
he  wished  this  charter  to  be  restricted  to  tlie 
District  of  Colnmbia,  where  almost  every  ano- 
malous thing  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Mkrokr,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
course  would  have  uie  effect  to  give  it  a  quietus 
fi)r  the  remainder  of  the  session,  especially  after 
the  notice  this  morning  eiven  by  Mr.  I^wndbs. 
Hr.  IL  said  he  concurred  with  his  colleague  in 
his  view  of  the  recent  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men learned  in  the  law,  on  the  subject  of  the 
powers  of  Ck>ngres8.  He  did  not  see,  however, 
bow,  by  possibility,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
eoold  countenance  that  opinion.  Mr.  M.  re- 
ferred to  the  nature  of  the  biU,  and  its  unobjec- 
tktnable  character,  as  arguments  in  favor  of  its 
pasdng  the  House,  and  without  recommitment. 

Mr.  Cook  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
ffQestion,  so  as  to  propose  a  recommitment  of 
ue  bill  to  the  Gonunitt^e  on  the  District  of 
Colombia,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
qwcific  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Liteb- 

MOU. 

Mr.  Lfterxobe  haviA  assented  to  putting 
the  question  in  this  shaBr~ 

It  was  so  pat  and  neglmved. 

And  the  bill  was  pas»^,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 


MoKDAT,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachu- 
setts, Nathahikl  Silsbsb,  appeared,  and  took 
lus  leat. 

Case  ofMaUhew  Lyon, 

Mr.  McLeak,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
iTon,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  with 
a  bill  for  hie  relief;  which,  by  leave  of  the 
H(«ose,  was  presented,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
ynaoa  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  which  says,  '*  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,^  Con- 
pesi,  in  July,  1798,  passed  the  act  commonly  called 
the  seditioa  law ;  that,  some  time  previons  to  the  pas- 
•sge  of  this  bin,  there  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Federal  papers  a  violent  attack  npon  his  character, 
extracted  from  the  Vermont  Jonmal,  charging  him 
with  many  political  enormities,  particularly  with  the 
high  crime  of  opposing  the  Executive ;  that  he  wrote 
s  n^j  to  this  charge  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  of 
Jane,  1798,  and  on  the  same  day  pnt  the  letter,  di- 
lected  to  die  editor  of  the  said  Vermont  Jonrnal, 
into  the  post  office  at  Philadelphia,  twen^-fi>nr  days 
befon  the  passage  of  the  sedition  law.  For  the  pnb- 
liestion  of  this  letter  he  was  indicted  in  October  fol- 
lowing, in  the  dxcoit  court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Yennont  district.    In  the  same  indictment,  he 


was  charged  with  publishing  a  copy  of  a  letter  fhnn 
an  American  diplomatic  character  in  France  to  a 
member  of  Ck)ngress  in  Philadelphia ;  also,  for  aid- 
;  ing,  assisting,  and  abetting  in  the  publication  of  said 
letter. 

He  states  said  letter  was  written  by  Joel  Barlow  to 
Abraham  Baldwin,  then  a  member  of  Congress.  He 
denies  that  he  printed  said  letter,  or  aided  or  abetted 
in  the  printing  of  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
used  his  endeavors  to  suppress  it,  by  destroying  the 
copies  which  came  into  his  possession.  He  states 
that,  owin^  to  the  political  party  zeal  which  prevailed 
in  the  Umted  States  at  that  time,  much  unfairness 
was  used  in  the  trial,  both  by  the  marshal  in  sum- 
moning the  jury,  and  the  judge  who  presided,  in  his 
instructions  to  them,  and  thereby  a  verdict  of  goil^ 
was  returned  against  him  by  ^e  jury ;  and  npon 
that  verdict  the  court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine 
of  $1,000,  the  costs  of  suit,  be  imprisoned  four  cal- 
endar months,  and  until  the  fine  and  costs  were 
paid.  Ho  states  that,  by  virtue  of  said  judgment,  he 
was  arrested  and  confined  in  a  dungeon,  the  com- 
mon receptacle  of  thieves  and  iqurderers,  fifty  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  his  trial,  although  there  was 
a  decent,  roomy  jail  in  the  county  in  which  he  lived, 
and  in  the  town  whore  the  trial  was  had,  which 
jail  the  Federal  Government  had  the  use  of ;  thst 
much  severity  was  exercised  towards  him  during  his 
imprisonment ;  that  he  languished  in  the  loathsome 
prison  more  than  six  weeks  m  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  in  the  cold  climate  of  Ver- 
mont, without  fire,  f^fore  he  was  allowed,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  introduce  a  small  stove,  or  to  put  glass 
into  the  aperture  which  let  in  a  small  glimmer  of 
light  through  the  iron  grate. 

Ho  states  that  he  is  poor,  and  asks  Congress  to  r»- 
fimd  to  him  1 1,000,  the  fine  which  ■  he  has  paid,  the 
costs  of  suit,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  days' 
pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  while  he  was  unoonsti- 
tutionally  detained  from  a  seat  in  that  body,  reason- 
able damages  for  being  suddenly  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  put  to  great  expense,  and  disabled  from  pay- 
ing that  attention  to  his  concerns  which,  in  other 
circumstances,  he  would  have  been  allowed  to  do, 
and  such  interest  on  those  sums  as  public  creditors 
are  entitled  to. 

Your  committee  state  that  the  prosecution  against 
the  said  petitioner,  the  judgment,  imprisonment,  and 
payment  of  $1,000,  the  fine,  and  $60  96,  the  costsnf 
suit,  are  proved  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  proceed- 
ings in  said  cause,  which  is  made  a  part  of  this  re- 
port. Tho  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  of 
Congress  under  which  the  said  Matthew  Lyon  was 
prosecuted  and  punished  was  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  have  the  money  which  has 
been  paid  by  him  refunded ;  but  should  they  be  mis- 
taken as  to  the  unconstitutionali^  of  this  law,  yet 
they  think  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  of  haird- 
ship  attending  this  case  which  call  for  relief.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bilL 

State  of  the  Finances. 

The  Sfeaeeb  then  laid  before  the  Ilonse  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  his  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
the  Treasury ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs, 
three  thousand  copies  thereof  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House.  The  re* 
port  is  as  follows: 
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1820. 


Treasurt  Dspartbcext,  December  1,  1820. 

la  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  "  Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

I.  Of  the  PuUic  Revenue. 
The  net  revenue  arisin^ir  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental    receipts,   daring  the    year   1817, 
amounted  to  $24,865,227  34,  viz: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)     -        $17,254,775  15 
Internal  duties        ...  2,676,882  77 

Direct  tax      -        -        -        -  1,833,737  04 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock  -        -        -        -  2,016,977  00 

Postage  and  other  incidental  receipts        313.855  38 

That  which  acciiied  from  the  same  sources  during 
the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $26,095,200  65,  viz: 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)       -        $21,828,451  48 
Arrears  of  internal  duties  -  947,946' 83 

Arrears  of  direct  tax       -        -        -       263,926  01 
Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock 2,464,527  90 

Posta^re,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 

other  incidental  receipts  690,348  93 

And  that  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources 

during  the  year  1819,  amounted^  $21,485,700  69, 

viz:  ^ 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)      -        $17,116,702  96 

Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 
ment B.)     -        -        -        -  227,444  01 

Arrears  of  direct  tax,  (see  statement 
B.) 80,850  61 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock  -        -        -        -  3,274,422  78 

Posta;^,  and  other  incidental  receipts  61,280  33 

First  instalment  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  dividend  on  the 
stock  in  that  bank  -        -  $675,000  00 


bo  received  into  the  Treasoxy  dnr- 

I      ing  the  year  1820        -        -  20,249,687  49 

j  Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  Janua- 
ry last,  amounting  to  -        -  2,076,607  14 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
on  merchandise  and  tonnage  which  accrued  during 
the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds 
$13,340,000.  And  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  exceed  $1,240,000. 
The  payments  in  the  Treasury  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  are  estimated  to 
amount  to       -         -         -        -        $16,819,637  49 

Viz: 
Customs  -  $12,378,513  12 

Public  lands,  (exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock)  ...     1,124,645  82 
Arrears  of  internal  ) 

duties  y        104,769  20 

Arrears  of  direct  tax} 
Incidental  receipts   -        579,749  14 
Moneys  received  from 

loanB  -        .-     2.545,431  47 

Repayments     -        -  86,529  24 


And  the  payments  into  the  Treasu- 
ry during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  from  the  same  sources, 
are  estimated  at      •        -        -  $3,480,000  00 

Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of         $22,326,244  68 

The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1820,  is  estimated  as  follows: 

To  the  30th  of  September  the  pay- 
ments have  amounted  to        -        $16,909,418  80 

Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses        -        -  2,078,573  25 

Military  service,  includ- 
ing fortifications,ord- 
nance,  Indian  de- 
partment, revolu- 
tionary and  military 
pensions,  arming  the 
militia,  and  arrear- 
ages prior  to  the  Ist 
of  January,  1817  -    6,043,068  00 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  permanent 
appropriation  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy  2,946,762  00 

Public  debt,  including 
$1,142,879  55  for 
the  redemption  of 
Mississippi  certifi- 
cates       -        -        5,840,010  55 
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During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  payments  will 
amount  to        -        -        -        -       8,056,000  00 

Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and 
miscellaneous  ex- 
penses     -        -  $460,000  00 

Military  service    -         1,900,000  00 

Naval  service,       -  806,000  00 

Public  debt  to  the  1st 

of  Januaiy,  1821       4,900,000  00 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of         24,964,418  80 

And  leaving  on  the  1st  of  Januaiy, 
1821,  a  balance  against  the  Treas- 
ury estimated  at  $2,638,169  17 

n.  O/the  Public  Debt, 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist 
of  October,  1819,  as  appears  by  the  statement 
No.  1,  amounted  to       -         -        $23,668,254  71 

And  that  contracted  subsequent  to 
tne  1st  day  of  January,  1812,  and 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1819,  as  appears  by  the 
same  statement,  amounted  to  68,060,836  19 


Making  the   aggregate   amount  of  $91,728,591  00 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  amount 
as  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port as  imredeemed  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1819,  excepting  the 
sum  of  $63  49,  which  was  then 
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West  Foini  Academy. 
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short  estimated,  and  which  has 

since  been  ooireoted  hj  actual 

settlement 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,  there 

was  added  to  tiie  above  snm,  for 

Tmsniy  notes  brooght  into  the 

Treasury  and  cancelled,  the  fol- 

loviog  sums,  viz : 

Id  six  per  cent  stock        $4,152  18 

In  Mren  per  cent,  stock     10,525,00 


Making 


14,677  18 
$91,748,268  18 


Ul  Cfike  EaiimaUt  of  the  Public  Revenue,  and  Ex- 
penditures/or  the  year  1821. 

In  fanning  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  into  the 
Tressoiy  for  the  year  1821,  the  amount  of  revenue 
bonds  outstanding  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
ktft,  the  sum  due  for  public  land,  the  ability  and 
disposition  of  the  community  to  purchase,  and  es- 
pecially the  quantity  and  quality  of  th6  land  in- 
tended to  be  exposed  at  public  auction  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  present  the  data  upon  which  the  calcu- 
kdoDs  must  be  made.  As  a  portion  of  the  duties 
vfaich  accrue  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  and  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
next,  form  a  part  of  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
for  the  latter  year,  the  amount  received  v^U  exceed 
er  fij]  short  of  the  estimate,  by  the  difiference  be- 
tween the  duties  which  actually  accrue  in  those 
qaaitera,  and  are  payable  within  the  year,  and  the 
amoont  at  #hich  they  hod  been  estimated. 

The  revenue  bonds  outstanding  on  the  80th  of 
September  last,  are  estimated  at  $18,770,000.  Of 
this  sum  $3,180,000  are  in  suit,  of  which  about 
$1,250,000  will  not  be  collected  on  account  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  debtors ;  leaving  the  amount  of 
beads  ontstandiiig,  upon  which  collections  are  to  be 
made,  estimated  at  $17,520,000.  The  amount  of 
dudes  secured  during  Uie  first,  second,  and  third  quar- 
ten  of  the  year  1820,  is  estimated  at  $13,350,000; 
and  that  of  the  whole  year  may  be  estimated  at 
$16,500,000.  The  amount  of  debentures  outstand- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September  last,  and  payable  dur- 
iBKtbe  year  1821,  is  estimated  at  1^1,162,114  16, 
wlucfa  is  subject  to  be  increased  by  the  amount  is- 
awd  in  the  preeent  quarter,  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  ensuing  year,  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of 
that  year.  The  average  annual  omount  of  deben- 
tarei^  bounties,  and  allowances,  and  expenses  of 
collection  chaigeaUe  upon  the  revenue,  has  been 
ssoertained  to  be  nearly  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent  of 
tiie  average  annual  amount  of  the  duties  upon  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year 
1815  to  the  year  1819,  inclusive. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  public 
land,  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present 
jear,  are  estimated  at  $1,124,645  32,  and  those  of 
the  entire  year  wUl  probably  not  much  exceed 
$1,600,000. 

According  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year,  may  be  estimated 
asfoliows,  viz: 

Cnstoma $14,000,000 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock         .'..-.  1,600,000 

Ancars  of  internal  duties,  direct  tax, 

isd  incidental  receipts         -        -  100,000 


Third  instalment  fVom  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States        ... 

Bank  dividends  which  will  accrue 
during  the  year,  estimated  at  five 
per  cent.    -        -        .        -        - 


500,000 
650,000 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of         $1 6,550  000 

The  Appropriations  for  the  same  period  are  esti- 
mated as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Civil,   diplomatic,  and   miscella- 
neous,       -        _        -        -  $1,769,850  04 

2.  Military  Department,  including 
fortifications,  ordnance,  Indian 
department,  military  pensions,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1817        -        -        -        -      4,586,852  61 

3.  Nuval  Department   ...      2,420,594  56 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


$8,775,790  21 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


TiTESDAT,  December  5. 

W€»t  Point  Academy. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  J 

Rewired,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  state- 
ment showing  the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been 
expended  on  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
same  to  the  present  time,  in  the  erection  of  buildings, 
barracks,  repairs,  and  materials  for  the  same  ;  also, 
the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been  expended  in  pay, 
subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  teachers,  ofiicers^  and 
cadets,  that  are  or  have  been  in  said  academy,  up  to 
the  present  time ;  also,  the  aggregate  amount  that 
has  been  expended  on  the  quartermaster's  department 
attached  to  said  institution,  for  wood  and  distributing 
the  same,  forage,  transportation,  stationery,  iticluding 
articles  used  in  the  drawing  department,  books,  math- 
ematical instruments,  printing,  and  all  other  contin- 
gencies, up  to  the  present  time  ;  also,  the  number  of 
cadets  that  have  been  educated  in  said  academy, 
since  the  first  establishment,  from  the  Di.«trict  of  Co- 
lumbia, also  the  number  from  each  State  %nd  Terri- 
tory in  the  Union,  also  the  number  of  cadets  now  in 
said  academy  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  from 
each  of  the  States  and  Territories  respectively ;  aL^, 
the  number  who  have  received  an  education  at  said 
academy  who  are  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  the  appointment  each  holds,  and  the  District, 
State,  or  Territory,  they  are  from ;  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  orphans,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  or  died  in  its  service,  who 
have  been  educated  in  said  academy,  or  are  now  ca- 
dets in  the  same,  and  the  District,  State,  or  Territory, 
each  is  from. 

Mr.  Little  wished  to  correct  the  resolntioti 
in  one  particular,  in  which  he  conceived  there 
was  a  misapprehension.  The  mover  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  teachers 
or  cadets  of  the  Military  Academy  were  clothed 
by  the  Government ;  the  cadets,  Mr.  L.  stated, 
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received  pay,  oat  of  which  thej  clothed  them- 
selves, and  as  it  was  not  the  fact  that  eitJier  thej 
or  the  teachers  of  the  academy  were  clothed  hy 
the  Government,  he  did  not  wish  such  an  idea 
to  go  ilbroad.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentie- 
man  would  modify  liis  resolution  hy  omitting 
the  call  relative  to  clothing. 

Mr.  Oani^ ON  referred  to  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  the  academy,  to  show  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  charged  with  clothing  for  it.    An 

•  item  of  the  report  referred  to,  stat^  a  disburse- 
ment of  five  hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  for 
clothing  furnished  the  establishment  at  West 
Point.  If,  however,  the  Oovemment  provided 
no  clothing  for  that  institution,  the  Secretary 
would  report  the  &ct  to  the  House,  so  that  the 
feature  in  the  resolution  which  was  objected  to 
he  conceived  had  better  be  retained.  Mr.  0. 
added  a  few  remarks  as  to  his  motives  in  moving 
this  resolution.  Economy  in  the  public  dis- 
bursements was  imperiously  cidled  for  by  the 
state  of  our  finances,  and,  amons  the  other  na- 
tional establishments,  he  wished  to  see  if  any 
retrenchment  could  be  made  in  the  Academy 
at  West  Point 

Mr.  Little  replied,  that  there  was  a  part  of 
the  corps  of  engineers  employed  at  West  Point, 
who  were  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers, 
and  were  in  the  same  manner  clothed  by  the 
Government ;  it  was  the  clothing  for  these  sol- 
diers, no  doubt,  which  formed  Uie  item  in  the 
report  referred  to.  The  resolution  called  for 
the  expenses  of  clothing  the  teachers  and  cadets, 
and,  he  repeated,  as  no  such  expense  existed,  he 
wished  the  form  of  the  resolution  to  correspond 
with  the  fact,  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
feature  he  objected  to  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  go  forth  in  such  a  shape  as  to  show 
ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and,  as  there  was  certainly  no  such  provision  for 
the  cadets  as  clothing,  (for  he  presumed  five 
hundred  dollars  would  go  very  little  way  to- 
wards clothing  two  hundred  and  fiity  caaets,) 
he  hoped  the  motion  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
LrTTLE)  would  be  agreed  to,  and  tha  resolution 
be  modified. 

.    Mr.  Cannon  assented  to  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  LrrrLB ;  and  thus  amended,  the 

'  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Delaware, 
WiLLARD  Hall,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri  State  Constitution^  Oitteeiuhip  of  Free 

Colored  People. 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  having  been 
read — 


Mr.  Lowndes  rose  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  length,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  sketch : 

The  first  observations  of  Mr.  L.  were  lost  to 
the  reporter,  from  the  confusion  arising  from 
members  changing  their  seats,  &o.*  When  Mr. 
L.^s  observations  became  audible,  he  was  speak- 
ing of  the  difficulty  under  which  he  should  labor, 
in  what  he  had  to  say,  from  being  obliged  to 
direct  his  observations  to  arguments  not  yet 
urged,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  must  depend 
upon  what  he  had  heard  in  other  quarters,  and 
upon  coi^ecture. 

In  the  outset,  he  said,  he  was  met  by  an  ob- 
jection of  a  general  nature,  applicable  to  other 
cases  as  well  as  that  now  presented  to  the 
House.  He  could  not  doubt,  he  said,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  that  there  were  members 
of  the  House  who  considered  themselves  bound 
by  the  same  principles  which  influenced  them 

*  To  get  near  him,  Mr.  Lowndes  being  one  of  thoM  ao 
nre  in  every  aaaemblj,  aronnd  whom  members  dnstared 
when  he  rose  to  speak,  that  not  a  word  shonld  be  lost,  when 
every  word  was  to  be  lomlnons  with  InteUlgenoe,  and  eaptl- 
vatlng  with  candor.  This  clnsterlng  aronnd  him,  always  tb» 
ease  with  Ifr.  Lowndes,  when  he  rose  to  q;)eak,  was  mora 
than  Qsaally  eager  on  this  occasion,  ttom  the  cireomstaiioet 
under  which  he  spoke— the  drcnmstanoes  of  the  Union 
verging  to  dissolution ;  and  his  own  condition,  veiiging  to 
the  gravie.  By  his  exertions,  and  those  of  other  patriots,  tbo 
Union  was  saved.  No  skill  or  care  could  stay  his  own 
march  to  that  ^  undiscovered  country,  ttom  whose  bourn  no 
traveller  returns."  He  died  prematurely,  at  the  early  ago 
of  ■,  this  speech  on  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Ifia- 

sourl,  being  the  last  of  the  principal  speeches  ever  deltverod 
by  him. 

This  debate— this  branch  of  the  extended  and  varloua  da- 
bate,  which  grew  out  of  the  attempt  to  restrict  the  State  of 
Missouri  on  the  subject  of  riavery— although  taking  plaoa 
near  forty  years  ago,  will  have  a  fresh  Interest  on  account  of 
its  applicability  to  questions  which  now  occupy  the  pubUo 
mind.  The  oltixenshlp  of  free  people  of  oolor^-the  sfolwa 
or  political  condition  of  a  Territory  erects  Into  a  State,  and 
asking  admission  Into  the  Union,  without  being  able  to  ob- 
tain it— and  the  delicacy  of  throwing  upon  the  Judiciary  the 
decision  of  questions  which  afTect  the  public  feeling^-are  all 
questions  of  present,  still  more  than  of  past  interest;  and  It 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  pleasant  and  instructive  to  the  men 
of  this  day  to  see  what  was  said  by  others  op  the  same  pointa 
so  long  before  them.  With  this  view— with  a  view  to  ghre 
this  pleasure  and  instruction— this  branch  of  the  old  Mis- 
souri question  endless  debate  is  given  more  ftilly  than  uaoal, 
the  two  leading  and  opening  speeches,  one  on  each  aldo, 
(those  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,)  are  retained  in  all 
their  reported  extent;  while,  in  abridging  the  rest,  enough 
is  retained  from  every  speaker  to  show  his  position,  and  the 
strength  of  it,  on  the  debated  points.  These  speakers  were 
sll  eminent  men,  of  weight  in  their  day,  and  who  will  not 
be  without  it  as  long  as  their  works  shall  be  known ;  and 
not  the  less  weighty  because,  conforming  to  the  lot  of  all 
men  in  council,  opinions  are  variuus,  and  JUasan  Is  called  in 
to  decide  between  them.  The  speakers  on  this  occasion, 
after  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  were :  Mr.  Henry  M. 
Storrs,  of  New  York ;  Messrs.  William  8.  Archer,  Alexander 
Smyth,  and  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Yirglnla ;  Mr.  Hemphill, 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Louis  McLane,  of  Delaware ;  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Yermont ;  Dr.  £nstist  of  Massachusetts^ 
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at  the  last  fiession,  to  vote  at  this  session  against 
the  resolation  declaring  the  admission  of  Mis- 
aouri  into  the  Union.  On  this  point,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  moderation  and  good 
■ense  of  the  Honse — of  those  gentlemen  partic- 
ularly who  belieyed  the  oonstitntion  framed  bj 
ICflBonri  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  oor  Goyemment»  to  say,  whether  it  was  not 
incooaatent  with  the  character  of  onr  Govem- 
ment,  and  of  all  Governments,  that  questions 
once  decided  bv  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
oountiT  should  be  considered  as  yet  open,  or 
inooDclusive  ?  Did  not  such  a  course  of  reason- 
ing lead  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  acts  of 
the  Government  were  binding  only  on  the  ma- 
J<»ity  who  voted  for  them?  That  all  compacts 
are  void,  for  example,  as  to  the  minority  which 
raftises  to  sanction  them  ?  Suppose,  in  regard 
to  a  debt  incurred  in  carrying  on  a  war,  a  party 
gobsequently  in  power  were  to  say — toe  did  not 
vote  for  the  debt ;  v>e  did  not  support  tbe  war : 
▼e  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  aebt  Would 
BQch  an  argument  be  entitled  to  respect?  Take, 
for  example,  the  debt  incurred  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain :  was  it  not  essential  to  the 
character  of  the  nation  that  that  debt  should 
be  considered  obligatory  as  well  upon  those 
who  approved,  as  on  those  who  disapproved, 
the  purpose  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted? 
And  were  all  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
House  not  equaUy  bound  by  the  act  of  the  last 
eesBton  respecting  Missouri  ?  Whether  we  ought 
or  ought  not  to  have  given  to  the  people  of 
Missouri  the  power  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  we  haiee  given  it  Whether 
or  not  we  individually  wished  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  the  authority  to  do  so  was  given 
by  Congress.  The  constitution  was  formed, 
and  Congress  were  now  asked  to  declare  that  it 
was  so.  For  himself^  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  say, 
he  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session 
gave  Missouri  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ; 
and  that,  having  done  so,  she  is  now  a  State. 

If  yon  look  at  the  course  which  Congress  has 
pursued  hitherto,  it  will  be  found  that,  on  ele- 
vating territories  from  the  grade  and  depend- 
ence of  a  territorial  government,  Congress  has 
done  DO  more  than  emancipate  them  from  its 
control.  On  doins  this,  said  Mr.  L.,  you  have 
reserved  nothing  nke  an  authority  to  remand 
them  to  their  colonial  condition.  You  have  de- 
termined, in  such  case,  by  the  act  of  allowing 
the  territory  to  form  a  constitution,  that,  for 
certain  purposes,  she  is  an  independent  State. 
In  the  act  of  the  last  session,  it  would  be  found, 
on  referring  to  it,  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween the  mode  of  legislation  in  Missouri,  and 
that  which  had  occurred  in  regard  to  the  oldest 
of  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union.  Com- 
paring that  act  with  other  acts  for  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  it  would  be  found  to  confer  the 
same  powers  and  impose  the  same  restrictions. 
It  was  impossible  to  distinguish,  in  any  man- 
ner, between  the  power  which  had  been  given 
to  Missouri  and  that  which  had,  in  like  circum- 
■tanoesi  been  granted  to  the  oldest  of  the  new 


States.  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  quote  the  cases  of 
admission  of  States  into  ttie  Union.  Ho  refer- 
red to  that  of  Ohio.  The  act  for  her  admission 
was  couched  in  tbe  broadest  terms,  requiring 
the  convention,  as  usual,  first  to  determine  the 
question  whether  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution.  Although  the  mere  act  for  the 
admission  of  a  territory  into  the  Union  does 
not  make  her  a  State,  inasmuch  as  her  accept- 
ance of  the  offer  is  required,  yet,  at  the  moment 
tiiat  she  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a, 
constitution— at  that  precise  moment  she  ac- 
quires all  the  rights  of  a  State.  The  people  of 
Missouri,  as  of  every  other  admitted  State,  at  that 
moment  acquired  rights  which  it  is  not  compe- 
tent for  the  le^ature  of  this  countrv — ^which 
it  is  not  competent.,  upon  the  principles  which 
we  hold  sacred,  for  any  legislature  under  Heaven 
to  divest  them  of. 

Before  he  proceeded  further  to  refer  to  the 
practice  of  former  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  ^ 
notice  an  argument  which  he  had  heard  sug- 
gested, which  was  in  some  degree  a  verbal  one. 
It  is  said  that  the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  are  prospective ;  that 
the  constitution  says  that  Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union ;  that  no  authority 
but  Congress  can  admit  them ;  that  Congress 
has  not  Emitted  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  a)id 
that  it  is  necessary  she  should  now  address 
Congress  and  obtain  its  consent  to  her  coming 
into  tiie  Union.  It  is  true,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the 
law  provides  that  Missouri  "  shall "  be  admit- 
ted ;  that  is,  prospectively  as  to  the  date  of  the 
law.  It  is  true,  also,  that  new  States  can  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  only  by  Congress. 
But  that  admission  may  be  from  the  time  the 
law  passes,  or  on  the  performance  of  a  condi- 
tion, whatever  that  condition  may  be.  There 
was  nothing,  Mr.  L.  argued,  in  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  to  show  that  the  act  of  admission  was 
not  complete  on  the  part  of  Congress  when  that 
law  passed,  although  it  did  refer  to  a  fature 
time.  That  this  was  a  just  construction  of  the 
matter,  he  said,  was  obvious  by  a  reference  to 
former  examples.  In  the  case  of  Kentucky,  for 
example,'  her  admission  into  the  Union  was  de- 
ferred by  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  it,  he 
did  not  know  how  many  months,  but  more  than 
a  year  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  Nothing 
more^was  necessary,  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  than  a  lapse 
of  time  sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the 
people  to  be  ascertained,  whether  they  chose 
to  form  a  constitution  or  not. 

But  his  strongest  argument,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
was  aware,  must  be  derived  from  the  course 
pursued  by  Congress  in  former  times.  He  dis- 
claimed any  particular  devotion  to  precedent ; 
bnt^  in  a  time  when  parties  were  as  firmly 
marshalled  as  they  were  on  this  subject  at  the 
last  session ;  when  the  true  imoort  of  the  con- 
stitution w^  contested  by  nearlv  equal  parties 
on  this  floor ;  when  geographical  lines  were  ob- 
servable in  the  division  of  opinion,  it  was  wise, 
it  was  becoming,  to  look  to  what  had  been  the 
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practice  in  former  times,  when  no  causes  exist- 
ed so  likely  to  disturb  and  mislead  the  sober 
judgment.  Every  man  ought  to  examine  the 
record  of  those  days,  and  rather  lean  to  a  deci- 
sion consistent  with  them. 

Referring,  then,  for  illustration^  to  the  case 
of  Ohio,  after  she  had  formed  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  although  no  resolution 
had  passed  declaring  her  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  ex- 
,  tend  over  her  territory  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  preamble 
to  that  law  recites  that  the  people  did,  on  a 
certain  day,  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  give  a  name,  whereby  the  said 
State  has  become  one  of  the  United  States — 
that  is,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution. 
And  such,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  principle  on 
which  the  United  States  had  always  acted. 
But,  he  said,"  the  preamble  was  interesting,  not 
only  because  it  confirmed  his  argument  in  the 
main,  but  also  marked  the  time  and  circum- 
stance which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  at  that 
time,  made  a  people  a  State,  viz.,  the  day  on 
which  a  constitution  is  formed,  and  the  act  of 
forming  it. 

The  proof  afforded  by  other  precedents,  how- 
ever, that  a  people  became  a  State  on  forming 
a  constitution  under  the  authority  of  Congre^ 
was  still  less  equivocal  than  that  which  had  been 
cited.  In  every  instance,  and,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  without  an  attempt  at  resistance,  when- 
ever such  a  constitution  has  been  formed  by  a 
Territory,  they  have  not  only  been  considered 
a  State,  but  the  elections  which  they  have  made 
under  their  constitution  have  been  held  to  be 
good.  If,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution, 
they  have  not  become  independent  States,  how 
has  it  happened  that,  without  a  single  excep- 
tion, they  iiave  elected  their  own  governors, 
judge.0,  &c.,  and  their  acts  have  been  constitu- 
tional and  valid  ?  Can  it  be  said  of  all  these 
cases  that  Congress,  knowing  these  territorial 
people  had  usurped  the  powers  of  States,  would 
have  silently  submitted  to  it?  Their  having 
done  so  was  the  strongest  proof  that  eveiy  one 
of  these  States  had,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
of  the  State  governments,  and  of  the  people,  the 
powers  which  they  exercised. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  there  were  persons  who 
believed  that  the  people  of  Missouri  Te^pitory 
do  not  become  a  Stale  until,  by  an  act  poste- 
rior to  the  formation  of  their  constitution.  Con- 
gress declares  their  admission.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
could  not  admit  tliis.  It  was  disproved  by  the 
uniform  language  of  precedents.  The  acquies- 
cence of  Congress  in  their  elections  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  Congress  disproved  it. 
These  elections  held  previous  to  the  submission 
of  their  constitutions  to  Congress,  had  uniform- 
ly been  held  valid.  Who  are  Senators?  They 
are  deputed  by  the  States  composing  the  Union 
to  represent  them  in  Congress.  I&  States  only 
can  vote  for  Senators,  the  uniform  practice  of 
recognizing  all  such  elections  as  are  subsequent 
to  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  is  conclusive 


enough  that  they  who  choose  them  were  al- 
ready in  the  condition  of  States.  In  the  case 
of  Kentucky,  indeed,  without  any  declaratory 
resolution,  without  any  thing  like  a  formal  ao- 
knowledgment  of  her  being  a  State,  bnt  by 
virtue  of  an  act  declaring,  prospectively,  that 
when  she  had  formed  a  constitution  she  should 
be  a  State,  she  was  admitted  without  further 
legislation.  In  the  case  of  Indiana,  there  was 
a  yet  more  formal  and  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  principle  for  which  Mr.  L.  contended. 
In  the  case  of  Indiana,  the  practice  of  a  declara- 
tion of  admission  first  occurred,  which  had  been 
since  followed  in  other  cases.  Properly  viewed, 
that  declaration,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  only  a  form 
of  notification  to  the  other  States — a  proclama- 
tion by  Congress  to  the  Union,  of  the  admission 
of  another  St^ite  into  the  family.  That  such 
was  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed  on  this 
first  occasion  on  which  it  was  employed,  was 
evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  resolution  of 
declaration  passed  on  the  11th  December,  1816, 
and  the  representative  from  the  State  was  ad- 
mitted to  his  seat  on  the  2d  December,  nine 
days  preceding ;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  de- 
claratory resolution  was  then  regarded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  form  and  notification  merely.  But  there 
was  still  stronger  proof,  in  the  case  of  Indiana, 
of  his  position.  In  counting  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  a  few  days  after  the 
above  date,  those  of  Indiana  given  before  the 
passage  of  the  declaratory  resolution,  were  re- 
ceived and  counted.  If  a  people  may  right- 
fully, and  even  without  objection,  elect  a  Gov- 
ernor, Legislature,  and  Judges — ^may  elect  and 
send  to  Congress  Senators  and  Representative, 
and,  finally,  may  vote  for  President  and  Yice 
President — upon  what  principle  will  it  be  said 
that  a  i>eople,  enjoying  and  exercising  all  these 
rights,  are  not  a  State ;  or  that  to  constitute 
them  a  State,  requires  the  further  interposition 
of  this  House  ?  He  could  not  admit  it,  he  re- 
peated. 

These  observations,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  show  how  little  foundation 
there  was  for  an  opinion,  which  he  had  under- 
stood was  not  uncommon,  that  the  acif  of  the 
last  session  was  merely  a  suggestion  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  that  they  might  form  a  consti- 
tution if  it  pleased  tliem,  and  that,  if  that  con- 
stitution met  the  approbation  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  they 
should  then  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Another  circumstance,  Mr.  L.  said,  showed, 
beyond  dispute,  that  it  was  not  intended  by 
this  House,  in  passing  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
merely  to  give  authority  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  propose  a  constitution,  but  that  it  was 
intended  to  confer  on  Missouri,  by  that  act,  all 
the  rights  which  the  oldest  and  proudest  States 
of  the  Union  are  supposed  to  possess.  When 
that  act  was  under  consideration,  it  appears  by 
the  journal  of  this  House,  that  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Taylob  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  these  words,  *^  And  the  said  State, 
when  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
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upon  an  eqaal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  til  respects  whatever,"  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof  ^ose  which  follow :  "  And  if  tiie  same 
(that  is^  the  oonatitntion)  shall  be  approved  by 
CoDgresB,  the  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  npon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  original  States ;  "  the  difference  being 
that,  in  the  bill  as  it  stood,  (the  act  as  it  now 
stands,)  we  made  her  a, State,  and  in  the  other 
we  were  to  give  her  anthority  to  form  a  const!- 
tntioD,  and  leave  onr  approbation  to  be  a  con- 
dition of  its  final  admission.  A  very  large  ma- 
jority, (126  to  49,)  even  at  that  time  of  strong 
excitement  and  nearly  equal  division  of  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  restriction,  voted  in  the 
negative. 

The  sabstanoe  of  Mr.  L/s  argument  then  was, 
he  sud,  that,  by  the  act  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  certain  righta  were  given  to  them ; 
by  the  former  practice  of  the  Government,  he 
bad  endeavored  to  show  that  the  mere  circum- 
staooe  of  assenting  to  the  proposition  of  Gon- 
greai  was  enough  to  constitute  the  people  a 
State,  the  act  of  declaration,  now  propos^  to 
the  House,  being  mere  surplusage.  Missouri 
had,  then,  a  right  to  form  a  government  abso- 
lutely and  inalienably.  K  she  had  not  now  the 
rights  of  a  State,  let  it  be  shown  how  she  had 
lost  them.  It  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  contrary  to  the  genias  of  oar 
Goremment,  that,  having  once  given  them  the 
right  of  fielf-government,  Congress  can  now  take 
it  from  them. 

Considering  this  question  as  settled,  the  next 
important  question  was,  whether  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  becomes 
v(»d  by  the  admission  into  it  of  a  clause  not 
compatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States, — admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  such  is  the  fact 

•Whether  that  particular  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution to  which  exception  was  understood  to 
be  taken  was  constitutional  or  not,  the  interest 
of  the  nation,  justice  to  Missouri,  and  respect 
for  itaelfl  required  that  the  House  should  not 
undertake  to  decide.  In  taking  this  ground, 
Mr.  L  said  he  knew  he  should  be  considered 
by  some  as  evading  the  performance  of  a  duty 
which,  in  the  present  case,  they  supposed  to  be 
devolved  on  this  House.  On  this  account  he 
fihonld  attempt  to  show  that  no  duty  devolved 
on  thii  House  to  express  an  opinion  with  re- 
spect to  that  clause;  and  intimated  that  he 
eoold  show,  were  it  necessary,  that  similar  pro- 
vistoDs  Vrere  contained  in  various  acts  of  the 
United  States  to  which  exception  had  been 
taken  in  neither  House.  The  clause  of  the  Mis- 
fioori  constitution  to  which  he  referred  was  that 
requiring  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  State, 
which  was  sppposed  to  conflict  with  the  pro- 
vison  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
whidi  provides  that  ^  the  citizens  of  each  State 
ihall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."    Mr.  L. 


here  went  into  an  argument  of  some  detail,  the 
amount  of  which  was,  that,  as  to  numbers,  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  free  blacks  in  the 
United  states  were  not  considered  citizens  in 
their  respective  States ;  and  that,  in  construing 
any  general  provision  of  a  constitution,  it  was 
fair  to  consider  it  as  having  a  general  applica- 
tion, and  not  as  being  without  exceptions.  In 
any  view  there  could  be  nothing  more  clear 
than  that,  if  the  objected  provision  was  capable 
of  a  construction  which  would  reconcile  it  with 
the  constitution,  it  ought  to  receive  that  con- 
struction. For  example,  in  this  case  of  Mis- 
souri, he  thought  it  might  be  quite  fair  to  say 
that  that  provision  respecting  free  people  of 
color  must  be  construed  liberally,  as  intending 
to  exempt  from  its  operation  such  of  them  as 
were  citizens  in  other  States.  However  this 
might  be,  he  contended,  as  the  committee  had 
laid  it  down  in  their  report,  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion not  for  this  House,  but  for  a  different  tri- 
bunal to  determine. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  were  many  who  object 
to  this  course — ^the  course  pursued  in  aU  other 
cases — ^who  allow  that  the  judiciary  could,  with 
more  ease,  certainty,  uniformity,  and  effect,  ex- 
pound constitutional  law,  but  contend  that  we 
must  decide  whether  the  provision  in  question 
be  constitutional  or  not.  We  must  express  an 
opinion  on  it,  however  inexpedient,  because  it 
is  our  duty.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  see 
that  having  declared  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
should  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, imposed  on  this  House  the  duty  of  con- 
struing law  in  this  more  than  any  other  case. 
It  might  be  considered  rather  an  objection  to 
it,  inasmuch  as,  in  doing  so,  they  would  have  to 
expound  the  law  themselves  had  made — ^no 
principle  being  better  established  than  that  the 
authority  which  forms  the  law  should  not  con- 
strue nor  apply  it.  The  true  question  in  this 
case  then  was,  which  was  the  best  tribunal  to 
decide  the  question  respecting  this  disputed 
clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution.  If  it  were 
asked  whether  this  House,  or  the  Senate,  or 
the  Judiciary  of  the  country,  were  the  best 
qualified  to  expound  a  law,  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  question.  It  must, 
then,  be  a  consideration  of  paramount  duty  only 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  decide  upon  it, 
which  could  induce  it  to  undertake  the  exposi- 
tion of  a  law  in  respect  to  the  construction  of 
which  there  was  a  doubt. 

Mr.  L.  then  examined,  somewhat  at  large, 
the  question,  whether  a  judicial  or  legislative 
tribunal  be  the  most  capable  to  decide  correctly 
such  a  question  as  was  supposed  to  be  presented 
by  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.  He  argued,  from  the  inability  of 
either  branch  of  Congress  to  act  independently 
on  any  such  question,  from  their  inability  to 
act  with  uniformity,  &c,,  that  they  were  not 
the  proper  bodies  to  be  charged  with  judicial 
investigations.  And  why,  he  asked,  the  rights 
of  all  the  States  being  equal,  should  those  of 
Missouri  be  subject  to  an  at^yudication  different 
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from  that  to  which  other  States  are  sabjeot  ? 
The  rights  of  the  old  States  were  subject  to  Ja- 
dicial  decision ;  and  no  man  wonld  pretend  that, 
in  respect  to  any  old  State,  Delaware  for  exam- 
ple, her  constitution  could  be  suspended,  that 
ner  Senators  and  Representatives  sliould  be  ex- 
cluded from  these  hall%  on  Oongress  thinking 
they  had  discovered  something  not  altogether 
right  in  her  constitution.  It  was  an  essential 
objection  to  the  power  now  claimed  for  Oon- 
gress, that,  if  allowed,  it  would  be  a  power  to 
be  exercised  in  a  new  State,  which  none  would 
pretend  it  could  exercise  in  an  old  one.  Upon 
every  consideration,  of  which  he  urged  several 
others,  he  was  in  favor  of  leavine  the  matter 
with  the  Judiciary,  where,  and  where  only,  in 
his  opinion,  it  properly  belonged. 

The  principles  which  had  influenced,  from 
time  to  time,  the  conduct  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government,  would  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion.  At  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Oonstitution  (to  go  back  to  that 
date),  it  was  foreseen  that  there,  might  be  a  dis- 
position, at  some  future  day,  in  some  or  other 
of  the  States,  to  brea^  over  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution  about  to  be  formed,  &c.,  and  a  pro- 
vision was  introduced  prescribing  a  mode  of 
deciding  controversies  of  that  description.  If, 
in  all  other  cases  of  constitutional  questions,  it 
has  been  provided  that  they  shall  be  decided  by 
the  Judiciary,  the  reason  must  apply  and  be 
conclusive  why  this  body  should  not  undertake 
to  decide  a  constitutionfli  question  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  Justice  requires  that  those  who 
have  the  same  rights  shall  have  their  righto  de- 
cided by  the  same  tribunal. 

If,  however,  the  only  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was, 
that  an  inference  might  be  drawn,  from  the  si- 
lence of  Congress,  that  they  approved  the  ex- 
ceptionable provision  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  L.  suggested  that  some  mode 
might  be  adopted  by  which  the  objection  on 
this  point  might  be  explained.  He  should  him- 
self as  an  individual,  with  the  utmost  reluctance 
express  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  in 
Oongress  to  do  so.  There  would  be  no  end  to 
such  a  course.  There  were  in  the  oonstitution 
of  Missouri,  and  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
clauses  to  w^hich  some  might  take  exception,  of 
which  Mr.  L.  instanced  the  provisions  respect- 
ing banks,  &c.,  which  some  believed  the  States 
had  no  right  to  establiBh.  Every  consideration 
of  prudence  and  propriety,  in  his  opinion,  for- 
bade from  interposing  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  admit,  however,  that  there 
might  be  cases  in  which  Oongress  might  find  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  interpose,  on  the  moment  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  For 
instance,  if,  in  relation  to  the  term  of  Senators, 
or  any  other  provision  which,  from  its  charac- 
ter, could  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Oourt,  the  new  constitution  were  incompatible 
with'that  of  the  United  States,  it  was  his  opinion 
it  would  be  a  good  reason  why  Oongress  should 


interfere.  Nor  did  he  think  this  was  at  all  in- 
consistent with  the  ground  he  had  already 
taken,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  tJ^at  the  Ja- 
dicial  tribunal  could  decide  the  question  now 
agitated,  and  decide  it  better  than  this  House. 
The  duty  of  Oongress,  in  this  respect,  begins 
where  that  of  the  Judiciary  ends. 

Referring  to  his  former  remark,  that  gentle- 
men would  do  well  to  satisfy  tiiemselves  that 
their  opinions  were  not  the  effect  of  prdudioe, 
by  examining  what  was  the  conduct  of  thar 
predecessors  in  more  quiet  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
would  turn  to  the  case  of  the  second  new  State 
which  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the 
objections  to  whose  admission  were  removed  in 
the  way  proposed  in  the  present  case.  Tennes- 
see, without  waiting  for  a  law  of  Oongreas  to 
autiiorize  her,  held  a  convention,  formed  a  con- 
stitution, and  sent  it  on  to  Oongress.  The  ob- 
jection was  made  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Oarolina,  that  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee  was  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  United  States ;  to  which  Mr.  Bald- 
win replied,  that,  if  there  should  be  things  in 
the  constitution  of  Tennessee  not  compatible 
with  the  Oonstitution  of  tiie  United  States,  "it 
was  well  known  that  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States  would  be  paramount — they  can 
therefore  be  of  no  effect.^'  He  quoted  this  to 
show  that  this  suggestion  of  referring  the  ques- 
tion to  another  tribunal  than  this,  was  not  an 
expedient  to  get  over  this  case,  but  one  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republia 
The  conflict  between  the  constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee, however,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
was  much  more  unequivocal  than  in  the  present 
case,  and  so  far  the  present  case  is  more  favor- 
ably presented  to  Oongress  than  was  that  of 
Tennessee.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Legislatare 
were  required  to  provide  some  means  by  which 
the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  sued  in  ito 
court&  with  a  proviso  that  this  advantage 
shouia  be  confined  to  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
not  extended  to  those  of  other  States.  Here 
was  a  direct  confiict  with  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  that  of  Missouri  is 
only  constructive.  Yet,  in  that  case,  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  law  was  left  to  those  who 
were  most  likely  to  decide  correctiy,  and  withal 
competent  to  enforce  their  decision — ^that  is,  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Tribunal.  He  thought  it 
perfectiy  compatible  with  the  most  nioe  and 
rigid  sense  of  duty  for  Oongress  to  do  the  same 
in  the  case  now  before  them. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  an  objection  had  been 
taken  to  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  sustain  a  con- 
fiict with  a  State,  in  regard  to  the  conformity 
of  its  constitution  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
But,  surely,  if  in  regard  to  all  other  States,  it 
now  has  that  authority,  there  can  be  no  hard- 
ship in  leaving  the  same  power  with  it,  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  views  he  had  expressed  were 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  was  now,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  State.  But,  he  said, 
if  he  did  not  believe,  that,  under  the  act  of  last 
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lOD,  MiBsonri  is  a  State  already;  if  he 
thought  she  was  onlj  a  8tate  in  fact  and  not  a 
State  in  right,  he  should  have  the  same  opinion 
as  he  had  now  expressed.  She  has  her  own 
gOTenunent,  legislature,  and  jndioiarj,  and  ex- 
ercises aU  the  rights  of  a  sovereign  State.  In 
tiiis  case,  as  in  the  other,  he  should  think  it  in- 
expedient to  pronounce  on  the  constitutional 
question;  hecause,  should  that  clause  be  ex- 
cespted  firom  the  reoognitioiL  it  could  herein- 
stated  on  her  becoming  a  State^  without  the 
power  of  Congress  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  ques- 
tion must  at  last  be  aecided  hj  the  Judidar j, 
ibe  onlv  competent  tribunal. 

Mr.  L.  here  concluded  his  remarks,  reserving 
fbr  a  fatnre  occasion  the  answers  to  objections 
which  he  might  not  have  anticipated.  And,  on 
motion  of  1&.  Sxbgbant,  the  committee  rose, 
and  thtt  House  adjourned. 


THtTBSDAT,  December  7. 

Two  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
sests,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania,  Asmnisw 
BoDXsr ;  and  from  Kentucky,  Bbst jrAicm  Has- 


The  Hoose  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Yirginia  in 
the  chair,  on  the  resolution  declaring  tiie  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  States  of  the'Umon. 
And  the  question  having  been  again  stated — 

Mr.  Skmeabt  rose.  Of  the  speech  which  he 
deHvered,  occupying  upwards  of  two  hours* 
time,  the  following  must  be  considered  as  a 
five  hot  not  a  very  fhll  report : 

Mr.  S.  began  by  saying,  with  respect  to  the 
cmestion  hinted  at  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  discussed  at  the  last  session,  he 
did  not  agree  with  him  that  the  decision  of  the 
queBtion  now  before  the  House  depended  upon 
the  deojflioii  of  the  question  agitated  at  the  last 
8BKUH1.    How  fEor  ttiat  question  might  be  in- 
Tolved  in  the  present  question^  might  be  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration;  but,  mdependently  of 
that  question,  the  one  now  presented  was  a  very 
inqK>rtant  one.    However  minute  in  itself  if  it 
extended  but  to  a  single  provision  of  the  con- 
stitotion  presented  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it 
vet  involved  considerations  which  those,  who 
had  listened  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  must  see^  went  to  the 
whole  extent  of  determining  wnat  power  actu- 
ally remained  in  Congress  with  regard  to  any 
territory  after  anthorizing  them  to  form  a  con- 
stitotion — ^what  they  have  a  right  to  insist  upon, 
what  they  have  a  right  to  do  and  say  upon  the 
■object — ^in  short,  the  question  whether  Con- 
gress have  or  have  not  any  power  at  all  under 
itke  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  re- 
spect to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  after  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
Uie  people  to  form  a  constitution. 
It  conld  not  be  doubted  or  denied,  Mr.  S.  ad-  |  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  bring 
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mitted,  that  there  was,  in  looking  at  the  admis- 
sions of  States  into  the  Union,  heretofore,  at 
least,  an  apparent  irregularity,  and  much  of  ap- 
parent disorder.  If,  however,  any  inference 
were  to  be  drawn  from  precedents  in  the  case, 
it  would  be,  that  there  never  had  been  any  pre- 
cise examination  of  the  powers  of  Congress  in 
this  respect — ^no  established  mode  of  amnission 
— or,  in  other  words,  that  there  had  been  every 
variety  of  mode.  For  the  sake  of  the  futurepeace 
and  harmony  of  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  sake  of  the  territories  hereafter 
applying  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union — for 
the  sake  of  Congress  alone,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  us  ail  to  examine  the  grounds  of 
this  question ;  to  see  what  are  our  rights,  and 
what  theirs,  and  deduce,  from  a  full  considera* 
tion  of  these,  a  rule  which  shall  be  uniform  as 
to  the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  free  from  the  danger  of  exposing  us 
to  contests  such  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
arisen  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union, 
no  one  would  doubt,  was  a  very  high  one — a 
power  to  part  with  a  portion  of  that  authority 
whidi  was  originally  vested  in  the  old  States, 
and  which  exists  in  the  present  States,  and  to 
admit  to  a  partidpation  in  our  counsels,  in  our 
power,  in  the  control  and  management  of  every 
thing  concerning  oar  rights  and  property,  a  new 
and  integral  member  of  the  Union.  The  ques- 
tion becune  one  of  graver  consideration,  when 
it  was  considered  that  it  was  proposed  now  to 
extend  this  participation  to  an  object  which  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who  formed 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
looked  in  their  provisions  to  the  territory  then 
in  possession  of  the  United  States,  and  probably 
had  never  calculated  on  the  admission  of  States 
out  of  territory  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States.  This  high  power  was  given  to 
Congress ;  and,  aft;er  the  discussion  of  last  ses- 
sion, it  was  needless  to  say,  was  given  without 
limitation.  The  power  is,  ^*  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union ; "  it  is  granted  in  the  broadest 
and  most  comprehensive  manner — and,  it  would 
seem  to  follow,  as  the  consequence  of  this  grant 
of  general  authority,  that  C)ongress  possessed 
every  power  and  autnority  necessary  to  its  fair 
exercise.  Whatever  power  was  really  given  to 
Congress,  it  was  their  duly  to  exerdse,  and  not 
turn  it  over  to  anv  other  departm^at,  confiding 
in  it  to  cure  the  defect  which  Congress  suffered 
to  pass  uncorrected.  There- was  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  of  tiie  United  States  whiioh- counte- 
nanced a  different  course..  It  is  our  right  and 
our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  a  State  offers  her- 
self for  admission  into  the  Union,  to  see  that 
she  can  come  into  the  Union  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States^  and  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions.  Eor  certainly,  whateerer 
were  the  terms  in  which  the  power  was  gijren 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form&constituStion, 
no  one  could  for  a  single  momenii  doubt  that 
that  power  was  never  landed  to  transcend  the 
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into  the  Union  a  State  whose  oonstitntion  was 
not  conformable  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
Sach  a  grant  wonld  have  been  an  exercise  of 
anUiority  bj  Congress  beyond  the  oonstitntion : 
it  would  be  an  anomaly  impossible  to  account 
for — ^an  inconsistency  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  it  would  be  impossible 
for  any  one  to  reconcile. 

It  would  therefore  seem,  that  when,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  power  of  admitting  States  into  the 
Union,  Congress  authorized  a  territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  it  must 
follow  that  the  constitution,  so  to  be  formed,  is 
to  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  territory  thus 
authorized  does  not  in  any  sense  become  a 
State  until  she  has  formed  such  a  constitution. 
Our  power,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  to  admit,  and  inci- 
dentally to  authorize  the  formation  of  a  const!- 
tjcition,  with  a  view  to  admission.  Have  Con- 
gress the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  sovereign 
and  independent  of  the  United  States?  No, 
the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a  con- 
stitution is  an  implied  power,  subordinate  to 
the  ftdl  power,  which  never  is  effectually  exer- 
cised until  the  act  of  admission  subsequent  to 
the  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  made  these  remarks  in  the 
outset,  to  meet  at  once  an  argument  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina,  which  was  plau- 
sible, captivating,  and  seemed  to  be  calculated 
to  smooth  the  way,  and  remove  every  difficulty. 
That  argument  was  that  the  State,  from  the 
moment  of  its  fonnation  of  a  constitution,  be- 
came an  independent  and  sovereign  State. 
Where,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  your  power  in  the  con- 
stitution to  make  such  a  State?  Tour  power 
is  to  admit  States  into  the  Union,  and  your 
power  to  authorize  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution,  is  merely  subordinate 
and  subsidiary  to  the  main  power.  Can  you 
admit  a  State  by  anticipation,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  suggested?  You  transcend  your  au- 
thority if  you  do  so.  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  say 
that  Congress  never  had  done  so;  that  they 
could  not  do  so ;  and,  in  some  sense  or  other, 
every  member  of  the  committee  would  agree 
with  him  in  this  opinion.  Coidd  Congress,  by 
anticipation,  bind  itself  to  the  admission  of  a 
State,  (for  such  was  the  argument  yesterday 
pressed  upon  the  committee,)  so  as  to  have  no 
choice  but  to  accept  such  a  constitution  as  that 
State  chose  to  offer?  Surely  not;  but,  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  not  only  was  the 
present  Congress  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the 
fast  session,  out  the  present  Congress  might, 
by  an  act  passed  now,  bind  the  next  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union. 
Was  the  authority  given  by  Congress  to  the 
people  to  form  a  constitution,  a  compact  with 
them  that  they  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  any  other  terms  than  thos^  prescribed 
to  them  ?  For  one,  Mr.  S..  said,  he  did  not  feel 
himself  bound,  by  giving  the  authority  to  a 


people  to  form  a  constitution,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union,  unless  their  constitution  should 
be  such  as  the  people  of  the  United  States^ 
through  their  representatives,  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cept as  the  fundamental  rule  of  government  of 
the  St/ite  thus  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did 
not  mean  now  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
last  session^it  had  been  discussed  enough. 
He  did  not  mean  to  abandon  the  opinion  whidi 
he  had  then  formed  and  expressed.  It  had  not 
been  formed  hastily,  but  carefully  and  deliber- 
ately, and  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his 
mind  upon  it  Without  going  into  that  <mes- 
tion  at  all,  he  should  proceed  to  l^e  immeai&te 
question  presented  by  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina. 

This  single  question  was,  whether  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  Congress,  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union,^to  see  that  its  constitution 
and  State  government  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
have  hoped,  he  said,  and  he  yet  hoped,  that 
the  opinion  would  be  nearly  unanimous  in  this 
body,  that  there  might  be  such  a  repugnancy 
between  such  a  State  constitution  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  would  not 
only  justify  Congress  in  interfenng,  but  make 
it  their  Imperious  duty  to  interfere,  to  prevent 
her  taking  rank  in  the  Union.  Whether  that 
was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  was,  he 
said,  a  different  question. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  was  that  which  he 
had  just  stated.  It  had  been  said  that  Missouri 
was  already  an  independent  State ;  that  she  has 
formed  a  State  government  under  an  unlimited 
authority  from  Congress ;  and  that  she  has  now 
the  same  rights  as  the  proudest  and  oldest 
States  in  the  Union.  If  it  be  so,  said  Mr.  S., 
what  are  we  now  deliberating  about?  Why 
is  it,  that  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion, is  proposed  for  our  adoption  ?  Why  are 
this  and  the  other  House  called  upon  to  pass  a 
legislative  act  which  is  altogether  unnecessary, 
and  which  has  clauses  in  it,  if  this  construction 
be  true,  which  are  extremely  objectionable! 
If  this  construction  be  correct,  her  Senators 
and  Representatives  have  a  right  to  their  seats 
on  the  fioor  of  either  House— to  unite  in  the 
common  counsels  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union, 
and  to  give  to  the  votes  of  Missouri  the  same 
force  as  those  of  any  other  State.  Why  are 
they,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  kept  waiting  at  onr 
doors,  and  not  permitted  to  partake  of  our  de- 
liberations ?  Why  do  they  wait  until  the  fate 
of  this  resolution  be  known  ? 

It  was  said  that  this  resolution  was  nothing 
but  a  declaration  of  a  fact.  Such  a  notification 
was  not  necessary  for  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentative of  IGssouri;  it  was  not  necessary 
for  Congress,  if,  the  fact  being  known,  the 
former  had  nothing  to  do  to  entitle  them  to  a 
seat,  but  to  advance  to  the  Chair  of  eitiier 
House,  and  take  the  oath  to  support  the  Oon- 
stitntion of  the  United  States.  Why  was-  Hl 
moreover,  that  the  oonstitntion  of  Miseonri  Lad 
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beffl  sabmitted  to  a  oommittee  of  thin  House? 
Why  had  a  report  been  made  by  that  oommit- 
tee, aod  why  was  this  House  now  discussing 
it!    And  why  was  it  that  that  report  went  into 
an  examination  itf  a  partioular  chiuse  of  that 
ooDstitotion,  and  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which 
OoDgress  were  to  relieye  themselves  from  the 
task  of  deciding  on  its  constitutionality,  by 
leaving  it  to  the  Judiciary  f    If  the  gentieman's 
doctrine  were  true,  this  is  all  superfluous.    It 
is  more,  said  Mr.  8.,  for  the  resolution  declares 
that  Missouri  shall  be,  and  hereafter  is  declared 
to  be,  one  of  the  United  States,  &c    He  did 
not  use  this  reference,  he  said,  for  the  mere 
effect  of  verbal  criticism,  but  for  a  higher  pur- 
pose.   Ifhen  a  committee,  oomposed  as  that 
eommittee  was,  finds  itself  under  the  necessity 
of  presenting  a  resolution,  to  be  adopted  bv  a 
Joint  vote  of  both  Houses,  declaring  that  itis- 
eoori  is  thereby,  not  that  she  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union,  was  it  not  as  strong  evidence  as 
could  be  fbmished,  that  there  was  something 
which  seemed  to  compel  those* who  acted  on  it 
to  ny,  that  this  declaration  of  the  fact  is  the 
virtual  legislation  which  brings  Missouri  into 
the  Union — ^which  qualifies  her  for  induction 
to  the  Union,  and  that  anterior  to  it  she  was 
not  a  State,  and  not  entitied  to  be?    From 
wluit  period,  Mr.  S.  asked,  was  it  that  Missouri 
was  admitted  into  the  Union?    It  would  be 
from  the  moment  of  the  adoption  of  tills  reso- 
lution.     Could  it  be  said  of  any  antecedent 
Seriodf     Here.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  avail 
imsdf  of  another  concession  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina ;  and,  in  taking  to  his  aid 
a  concession  of  his,  Mr.  8.  said  he  md  it  with 
the  full  impresraon  that  it  was  the  result  of  the 
eooviction  of  his  own  mind,  and  with  the  bene- 
fits, therefore,  of  the  conviction  of  such  a  mind 
as  his.     That  gentieman  had  adnutted  that 
Congress  misht,  if  they  thou^t  proper,  intro- 
duce a  qnalincation  of  their  assent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  whidi  shall 
serve  to  show  its  dissent  to  a  particular  clause 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State.    If  this  reso- 
lution, then,  instead  of  being  merely  formal 
and  declaratory,'  was  sustoptible  of  an  amend- 
ment by  'which  Congress  could  exclude  that  in- 
terpretation of  a  particular  clause  of  the  State 
eoostitntion  which  on  its  face  it  bears,  would 
it  be  said  that  the  State  was  a  member  of  tiie 
Union  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolve? 
If  so,  where  did  Congress  derive  the  authority 
to  legislate  on  the  interpretation  of  its  consti- 
tataon  ?    Mr.  S.  ftirther  called  the  attention  of 
the  oommittee  to  the  terms  of  the  preamble 
of  this  reeolation,  wherein  it  is  declared  that, 
'^whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
4e.,  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on 
die  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  a  convention 
called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a 
coDsdtalaon  and  State  government,  which  con- 
stitotion  and  State  government,  so  formed,  is 
republican,  and  in  conf<Hrmity  to  the  pro  vinous 
of  the  said  act.**    The  reason  assigned  for  her 
admission  is,  that  she  has  formed  a  constitution 


in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
last  session.  How  could  the  committee  know 
this?  By  their  own  examination?  Could 
Congress,  then,  declare  tihis  to  be  the  case, 
without  having  examined  the  constitution  of 
the  new  State?  Certainly  not  And  when,  in 
the  act  authorizing  the  forme^on  of  this  con- 
stitution, were  found  two  limitations,  tiiat  it 
should  be  republican,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  did  it  not  become  indispensable,  before 
passing  a  preamble  and  resolution  like  this,  that 
the  members  of  this  House  should  be  satisfied 
in  their  own  minds  that  these  requisitions  have 
been  complied  with  ? 

If  in  a  single  article,  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
said  Mr.  Sl,  can  we  seriously  assert  that  she 
has  formed  a  constitution  according  to  the 
authority  given  to  her  ?  And,  when  called  on 
to  say  how  we  can  reconcile  it  to  ourselves  to 
sanction  such  a  contradiction  in  terms,  will  it 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  question,  and  will  leave  it  to  the  Ju- 
diciary to  decide?  We  have  notiiing  to  do 
with  it  1  exclaimed  Mr.  Sbbobaht.  Why,  then, 
prescribe  to  the  people  of  Ifissouri  any  condi- 
tions in  the  first  instance?  Why  not  say,  we 
gave  her  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ;  she 
has  formed  it,  and  whether  it  be  or  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  The  contradic- 
tion was  suffidentiy  apparent  in  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution;  it  would  be 
seen  at  once,  that  the  House  was  neither  con- 
forming to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  act  of  the  last  session,  nor  to  any 
principle  heretofore  observed  in  the  admission 
of  States.  Could  it  be  said  that  Congress  had 
parted  with  the  power  of  looking  into  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  when  it  had  expressly  pre- 
scribed conditions  which  should  be  indispensa- 
ble to  its  acceptance  ?  The  terms  of  the  com- 
pact, if  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  to  be  con- 
sidered a  compact^  between  the  United  States 
and  Missouri,  were  perfectiy  dear ;  and  he  took  ^ 
this  opportunity  or  saying,  that,  if  Missouri* 
was  involved  in  difficulty — ^if  Congress  found 
itself  in  perplexity — ^if  the  Union  was  disturbed 
on  this  occasion — ^if  tins  House  was  impelled  to 
the  consideration  of  questions  which  it  was 
painfiil  to  act  upon,  it  was  not  the  fiiult  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  it  was 
the  £iult  of  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  might  be 
their  error — an  error  which  they  would  be  glad 
to  avul  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect— ^for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  believe  the 
people  of  Missouri  would  have  wantonly  intro- 
duced into*  their  constitution  a  clause  at  vari- 
ance with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StateSi 
under  an  impression  that  this  act  of  admission 
was  a  mere  form.  They  would  not  wantonly 
have  done^  it,  for  it  could  not  be  either  their 
interest  or  their  inclination  to  try  the  temper 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States— to  try 
how  &r  its  regard  to  the  constitution  would 
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bear  it  ont  in  the  contest,  or  how  far  it  would 
consent  to  snrrender  a  portion  of  the  rights  of 
the  whole  Union  to  avoid  a  diffionlty  which  the 
people  of  MLasonri  have  themselves  created. 
There  was  prescribed  to  them  but  one  condi- 
tion ;  to  that  condition  thej  had  not  conformed, 
and  thej  are  not  entitled  to  admission  into  the 
Union.  The  fftilnre  to  fnlfil  the  compact  is  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Missouri ;  and,  said 
Mr.  ».,  when  we  come,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to 
th^  question  between  remanding  this  constitu- 
tion for  reconsideration,  or  giving  up  the  small- 
est posnble  portion  of  constitutional  power, 
I  trust  that  the  people  of  every  part  of  the 
Union  would  bear  us  out  in  saying  that  the 
constitution  shall  be  inviolate;  and  that  we 
shall  not  be  the  first  to  set  a  precedent  which, 
begun  to-day,  may  be  followed  to-morrow,  un» 
til  it  involves  the  very  existence  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

Would  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
think  m(»«  highly  of  Congress  were  it  to  yield 
to  them  on  this  occasion?  Would  they  not 
hereafter  come  into  the  Union  with  more  re- 
spect for  Congress,  and  with  more  respect  for 
themselves,  too — ^with  a  higher  sense  of  the 
value  of  admission  into  the  Union,  if  Congress 
now  fairly  met  this  question,  thus  giving  to  tiie 
people  of  Missouri  an  assurance  that  what  was 
now  done  with  respect  to  them  should  be  here- 
after the  rule  of  conduct  for  Congress,  as  to 
others  asking  admission  into  the  Union  ?  Would 
it  not  show  to  them  tiiat  Congress  was  disposed 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  preserve  the  blessings 
of  this  Government  far  them  and  for  their  pos- 
terity? What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  submission  by  Congress  in  the  pres- 
ent case  ?  Missouri  will  have  extorted  from  us 
something;  another  State  will  extort  something 
more;  each  will  appeal  to  our  fears,  which  may 
be  well  or  ill-founded ;  each  new  State  will  en- 
deavor to  exact  from  us  what  she  thinks  will 
make  for  her  own  interest,  until  at  last  they 
will  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  our  leave 
to  do  as  they  choose.  How  much  better  would 
it  be  for  Congress  at  once  to  take  its  ground, 
9  sQci  reftuse  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  any 
State  which  is  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States  I 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  of  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  being  faulty  in  a  single  particular,  were 
throughout,  from  beginning  to  end,  at  variance 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Would  it  be  pretended,  in  that  case,  that  Mis- 
souri was  entitled  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ? 
Certainly  not ;  yet  the  only  argument  in  favor 
of  her  admisdon,  with  one  clause  of  her  consti- 
tution incompatible  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  went  the  whole  length,  or  necessarily 
involved  the  consequence  of  yielding  the  whole ; 
because  it  was  founded  on  the  ground  that  Con- 
gress had  parted  with  the  whole  power,  and  had 
no  right  to  pass  upon  the  constitution ;  on  the 
ground,  in  short,  that  Missouri  is  now  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  himself,  however,  had,  in  an- 


other  part  of  his  speech,  ^ven  up  this,  which 
was  the  essential  part  of  his  argument;  for  he 
had  concluded  that,  if  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  particulars  which  could  not  be 
submitted  to  the  judicial  authoritv  for  dectsion. 
Congress  ought  to  interfere.  If,  said  Mr.  S., 
we  ought  in  any  case  to  interfere^  there  must 
be  a  mode  of  interference.  What  is  tiie  mode, 
and  what  should  be  the  time?  Wben,  cer- 
tainly, she  presents  herself  for  admission.  And, 
if  we  have  then  a  right  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  or  is  not  occasion  for  our  interferenoe, 
is  not  the  whole  ground  of  the  gentieman's  ar- 
gument abandoned  ? 

Pursuing  his  argument,  Mr.  S.  said  he  held 
it  to  be  perfectiy  true  that  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States  which  would  not  produce  injurious  <nvil 
and  political  efEectB,  as  distinguished  from  in- 
dividual effects  over  which  the  Judiciary  have 
controL  How  many  men  may  be  injured  be- 
fore one  man  appears  with  a  spirit  to  resist  the 
imustice  I  Whi^  Mr.  S.  asked,  did  the  history 
of  all  Governments  exhibit  to  us  but  a  series  of 
usurpations  on  one  hand  and  sufferings  on  the 
other,  submitted  to  until  they  became  too 
grievous  longer  to  be  borne  ?  Men  suffer  long ; 
they  suffer  from  necessity,  from  poverty,  from 
ignorance,  fh>m  the  want  of  capacity  to  exert 
those  rights  which  belong  to  them,  and  which 
it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  a  wise  Government  to 
preserve  to  them.  Why  is  it  that  the  names  of 
men  who,  in  all  time  past,  have  resisted  op< 
pression,  have  been  immortalized  by  the  histo- 
rian, the  painter,  and  the  poet?  Why  have 
they  been  considered  as  entitied  to  peculiar 
honors?  Because  they  took  upon  themselves 
the  burden,  and  a  heavy  burden  it  is,  of  resist- 
ing by  force  the  Government  which  had  long 
oppressed  and  persecuted  them  and  their  £dllow- 
men,  under  the  forms  of  law.  Now,  said  VLr. 
S.,  if  we  allow  bad  principles  to  be  a<hnitted 
into  the  constitutions  of  States  formed  under 
our  eye,  or  flood  principles  to  be  exdoded, 
what  will  be  we  consequence?  You  shift  Ihe 
responsibility  from  ;)^ur8elves',  and  Leave  it  to 
individuals  to  fight  the  battie  with  the  States. 
Why  do  our  State  constitutions  contain  decla- 
rations of  rights?  Why  have  the  people  been 
so  careful  thus  to  lay  down  the  principles  which 
are  to  guide  the  Government  in  its  operations  f 
For  the  purpose  of  preserving  political  and 
civil  rights  inviolate  as  well  as  individual  ri^hts^ 
and  to  prevent  individuals  from  suffering  nnder 
their  violation. 

Coming  nearer  to  the  particular  question  In- 
volved in  the  constitution  now  presented  by  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  S.  said,  suppose  that  constitution  had 
said  that  no  free  white  citizen  of  the  United 
States  should  come  to  reside  in  Missouri — ^was 
there  any  gentleman  who  would  say  that,  vrith 
such  a  provision  in  her  constitution,  Misaoori 
ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union?  He 
would  not  answer  for  others,  but,  for  himself^ 
he  believed  such  a  provision  would  prodaoe 
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BQch  a  shook  as  would  oooasion  but  one  feeling 
throDghoat  the  oonntrjr — that  of  resistance. 
This  was  an  extreme  case,  he  knew,  (not  likely 
to  happen,)  but  he  had  put  it  for  t^e  purpose  of 
iUustration ;  and  he  confessed  that  the  argument 
appeared  to  him  irresistible,  that  a  power  to 
examine  the  provisions  of  the  oonstitntion  must 
exist,  and  that  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  in 
certain  cases,  must  necesBarily  result. 

If  €k>ngresB,  having  the  power  to  r^ect, 
should  jet  accept  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  8.  contended  it  could  not^  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  said  that  Oongrees  aid  not  approve 
the  constitution  of  Missouri. 

The  trust  of  guarding  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  from  violation,  said  he,  in  con- 
tinnatioii,  is  i>eouliarly  and  emphatically  ours. 
We  are  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  before 
we  enter  on  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called 
under  it ;  and,  he  believed  the  gentieman  from 
Sooth  Carolina  himselt  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  would  go  along  with  him  in 
saying  that  their  support  of  the  constitution 
ooght  to  be  active  and  zealous,  and  not  a  cold 
and  penurious  support  It  ought  to  be  no 
calcnuution  how  mooh  they  mi^t  give  up  of 
tiiat  oonstitntion,  but  a  determination  that  even 
if  there  be  doubt,  that  doubt  should  be  deter- 
mined in  &Tor  of  the  constitution.  It  should 
be  thus,  said  he,  that  by  a  constant,  warm,  and 
cordial  support  of  it  here,  we  may  invigorate 
and  quicken  the  respect  and  veneration  for  that 
instrument,  which,  I  trust,  is  entertained  by 
the  whole  people  of  ilie  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  propodtion  to  turn  over 
to  the  judidaiy  the  decision  of  the  Question  in- 
Tolved  in  this  constitution,  Mr.  S.  said  he  must 
dedare,  that,  with  the  greatest  respect  possible 
fiurtheJudiciarT;  with  the  highest  confidence 
in  their  leotitude  and  wisdom:  with  the  great- 
est williQgnesB  to  submit  to  their  decisions  in 
their  pn^>er  n>here ;  he  coidd  not  consent,  on  a 
question  which  was  properly  presented  for  his 
own  decision,  to  say,  let  the  question  sleep  till 
some  humble  individual,  some  poor  citizen, 
ahaU  come  forward  and  claim  a  aedsion  of  it. 
He  never  would  pass  a  duty  by,  by  leaving  it  to 
Bome  individual  to  do  wluA  Congress  ou^t  to 
have  done.  Ko,  Mr.  8.  said,  his  mea  of  snpport- 
iag  the  constitution  was,  to  g^ve  it  such  an  ac- 
tive 8npp<»t  as  should  convince  everybody  that 
even  the  appearance  of  violation  oi  it  would  not 
be  permitted*  And  he  begged  gentiemen,  be- 
fiore  they  consented  to  tt&  a  course  different 
from  this^  that  they  would  consider,  seriously 
oonsidBr,  what  may  be  the  effect,  in  a  Govem- 
taeot  depending  on  public  opinion  for  its  sup- 
port, of  a  diorec^t  of  its  authority  exhibited 
en  this  floor. 

Mr.  8.  then  noticed  the  argument  which  Mr. 
Lownxn  had  derived  from  uie  Journal  of  this 
Hoose  of  the  last  session,  in  the  case  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tatlob  to  amend  the  Missouri  act 
so  as  to  require  her  constitution,  when  formed, 
to  be  ai^roved  by  Congress^  isc^  before  she 
could  become  a  State— which  motion  was  nega- 


tived by  two  to  one.  Mr.  S.  admitted  the  &ct, 
but  argued  that  it  proved  nothing  in  fieivor  of 
Mr.  LowKDBs's  argument.  Gentiemen  had 
voted  against  it  on  various  grounds;  some,  he 
knew,  bad  voted  against  it  because  they  be- 
lieved it  superfluous,  holding  the  opinion  which 
he  was  now  maintaining,  that  the  constitution 
must,  of  course,  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress 
before  it  could  be  of  any  authority,  Ac. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred,  for  illustration,  to  the 
case  of  Louisiana,  who  was  required  to  submit 
her  constitution  to  Congress,  uid  it  was  sub- 
mitted and  approved  accordingly  before  it  went 
into  operation.  If  Congress,  according  to  the 
gentieman^B  argument,  had  no  ri^ht  to  do  so. 
this  proceeding  was  all  unconstitutional  ana 
void.  And  it  was  worthy  of  remark  that,  at 
the  same  time  that  constitution  was  required  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was  also  required 
to  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  Louisiana  was  not  intended 
to  be  admitted  on  different  terms  from  other 
States,  but  on  the  same.  ^eo. 

But^  independentiy  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, it  had  been  asserted  that  Missouri  is  now 
a  State ;  that  she  is  a  State  in  fiict.  Mr.  S. 
asked  of  gentiemen  seriously  to  consider  this 
position.  From  what  time  has  she  become  a 
State?  From  tiie  moment  of  the  passage  of 
our  act,  from  that  of  the  adoption  of  her  con- 
stitution, or  from  that  of  the  organization  of 
her  government  f  He  did  not  distinotiy  under- 
stand from  what  point  of  time  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina  dated  her  independence— 

[Mr.  LowNBBs  here  explained  what  point  of 
time  he  referred  to.  It  was  at  the  moment 
when,  the  question  having  been  formally  pro- 
posed to  the  people  of  Missouri,  whether  tbey 
chose  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, they  voted  it  expedient  to  do  so,  it  was 
then  that  he  thought  arose  the  right  in  them  of 
self-government.] 

Mr.  S.  did  not  consider  the  point  of  time  in 
this  respect  material.  The  question  was,  ia 
Missouri  entitied  to  the  ri^ts  of  a  State  until 
she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress! 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  said^  no  reason 
had  been  assigned  that  was  founded  m  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Reasons  had 
been  assigned  by  the  gentieman  of  South  Caro- 
lina, which  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  in  a 
convenience  which  amounted  to  a  sort  of  ne- 
cessity, but  no  argument  had  been  drawn  from 
the  constitution  in  support  of  this  position.  We 
have  the  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union, 
said  Mr.  S.,  but  was  it  ever  supposed  that  a 
State  was  admitted,  by  her  own  act,  before  we 
admitted  her?  Could  it  be  pretended  that| 
when  Congress  authorized  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitution,  and  unaer  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  they  did  admit  them 
into  the  Union?  It  might  be  argued,  with 
some  plansibility,  that  Congress  had  Dy  that  act 
engaged  that,  at  some  time,  they  should  be  ad- 
mitt^  into  the  Union.  If  the  authority  given 
had  been  to  erect  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
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and  independent  State,  Mr.  S.  would  have  been 
able  to  understand  the  argnment  that  they  are 
now  a  State.  But,  when  Congress  gave  them 
anthority  to  form  a  constitntion  to  fit  them  for 
admission,  to  say  that  Gongress  did  then  admit 
tiiem  into  the  Union  was  an  argument  not  in- 
telligible; and  almost  equally  so  was  that 
which  made  her  ont  to  be  a  State  whenever  her 
people  had  formed  a  constitution. 

The  United  States,  with  respect  to  her  ter- 
ritory, stood  afanost  in  the  same  relation  as  one 
of  the  States  to  its  territory.  Yirginia.  for  ex- 
ample, gave  authority  to  the  people  of  tnat  part 
of  her  territory  which  is  now  Kentucky,  to 
form  a  constitution.  The  territory  called  a 
oonvention^  made  a  State  government,  fixed  the 
mode  of  her  elections,  and  elected  her  officers. 
Was  she  then  a  member  of  the  Union?  Yes, 
when  Gongress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the 
Union.  Was  she  a  State  before  that  took  place  ? 
Gertainly  not.  So  with  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Gongress  gives  them  authoritv 
to  make  a  constitntion,  preparatory  to  tibeir  ad- 
mission, and  that  being  done,  Gongress  may 
admit  them. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.  fhrther,  Representatives  from 
a  Territory  which  has  thus  formed  a  constitu- 
tion, present  themselves  at  the  door  of  this 
House,  is  not  the  House  bound  to  inquire 
whether  they  are  the  Representatives  of  a 
State?  Must  we  not  examine  whether  they 
are  properly  deputed,  or  must  we  admit  any- 
body and  everybody  who  presents  himself  and 
declares  that  he  is  the  Representative  of  a  State  ? 
We  may  know  the  fact  out  of  doors,  but  it  must 
also  be  known  here;  to  ascertain  it,  we  are 
obliged  to  examine  the  constitution.  }iT,  8. 
entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  show  the 
inconvenience  which  would  result  from  each 
branch  of  the  Government  being  left  to  deter- 
mine for  itself  the  independence  of  a  State,  tiie 
chance  of  their  not  concurring  in  their  views  ojf 
the  subject,  and  the  incongruity  which  would 
result  from  such  a  disagreement. 

The  orderly,  politic,  and  regular  course  of 
proceeding  in  such  a  case  as  this,  was  so  obvi- 
ous, he  said,  that  he  was  only  astonished  that, 
in  any  case,  a  different  course  had  been  pur- 
sued. In  the  main,  he  said,  the  construction 
had  been  that  for  which  he  contended.  What- 
ever irregularities  there  might  have  been  in 
other  respects,  with  respect  to  the  newly  formed 
States,  thefuU  extension  to  a  State  of  tne  bene- 
fits of  its  admission  into  the  Union  had  never 
taken  place,  until,  by  some  act,  Gongress  had 
expressly  or  impliedly  recognized  its  Amission. 

MX,  S.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the 
practice  of  our  Government  sustained  the  doc- 
trine which  he  had  endeavored  to  show  was 
inconsbtent  with  its  theory.  With  respect  to 
precedents,  whilst  he  disavowed  a  slavish  sub- 
jection to  their  authority,  yet  he  acknowl- 
edged that  if  they  were  clear  and  undeviating, 
showing  a  uniform  practice' under  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  present  time,  he  should  consider  them 
of  veiy  high  anthority.    He  recollected,  in  a 


case  at  the  last  session,  the  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  had  not  ccmsidered  them  of  so 
great  weight ;  but  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed  with 
that  gentieman  now  in  allowing  them  weight, 
provided  they  have  the  diaracter  of  uniformity. 
He  was  mistaken  if,  upon  examination,  they  did 
not  turn  out  differentiy  from  what  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  supposed.  In  examin- 
ing them,  a  precedent  might  be  made  out  to 
warrant  any  course  gentiemen  chose,  they  dif- 
fi»red  so  much  from  each  other;  among  them 
might  be  found  one  for  a  people  making  a  con- 
stitution without  previous  authority  from  Con- 
gress, and  that  too  ont  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  for  which  nobody  would  contend. 
Mr.  S.  here  briefly  ran  over  the  cases  of  ad- 
mionon  into  the  Union,  commenting  on  each. 
Kentucky,  Vermont,  Tennessee,  OhioL  and 
Louisiana,  were  admitted  up  to  1811,  inclusive^ 
and  in  every  case  some  act  of  the  Government 
had  been  thought  necessary,  precedent  or  sub- 
sequent, to  entitie  them  to  admiasion.  From 
the  year  1811,  however,  every  State  admitted 
(five  in  number,  besides  Maine,  whose  case  was 
peculiar)  had  been  formed  by  previous  author- 
ity, and  had  come  into  the  Union  by  virtue  of 
an  act  or  resolution  expressly  admitting  her. 
Would  gentiemen,  then,  take  the  single  prece- 
dent of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  of  Vermont, 
with  their  peculiarities,  and  apply  it  to  a  State 
formed  out  of  a  new  Territory  purchased  by  the 
United  States,  or  would  they  take  the  case  of 
other  States,  which  formed  a  series  of  prece- 
dents, each  distinctiy  recognizing  the  power  of 
Gongress  to  give  previous  authority  to  a  people 
to  form  a  constitution,  and  also  the  authori^  and 
right  of  Congress  to  admit  them  into  the  Unions 
and  the  necessity  of  such  an  act  of  admission? 

With  respect  to  elections  by  the  inchoate 
States,  he  considered  them  as  provisional,  and 
made  valid  by  the  ratification  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Representative  from  Indiana  taking 
his  seat  before  the  passaffe  of  the  act  for  her 
admission,  he  considered  an  oversight.  And 
was  not  the  fact  of  the  Representative  from 
Missouri  remaining  absent,  asserting  no  right  as 
a  Representative,  and  not  being  admitted  as 
such,  (and  so  of  her  Senators  al^,)  a  stronger 
evidence  of  the  opinion,  not  only  of  the  old 
States,  but  of  the  new  States  too,  than  a  single 
precedent  of  irregularity,  as  that  of  Indiana  ? 

Having  shown,  in  his  opinion,  that  Congress 
possessed  the  right  and  power  to  examine  this 
question,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  the  remaining 
points  in  the  discussion. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing proposed,  struck  him  as  the  most  objection- 
able that  could  be  devised ;  because  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  report  and  the  observations  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  did  admit  that 
there  was  something  in  the  constitution  formed 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  upon  which,  if  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  speak,  gentlemen  would 
be  obliged  to  say  they  are  of  oninion  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  for,  in  tiie  first  place,  the  commit- 
tee are  willing  to  leave  the  decision  on  a  par- 
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ticokr  bUose  to  the  Jadioiary;  in  the  next 
place,  they  think  it  sosceptihle  of  an  interpreta- 
tion not  inconsistent  witn  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  it  is  lastly  suggested, 
that  Congress  may  avoid  the  difficulty  hy  a  pro- 
test, or  explanation,  or  interpretation  of  the 
daoRe^  as  they  desire  it  to  he  understood.  All 
this  seemed  to  oonrey  the  impression  that  there 
was  something  there,  which  gentlemen  wished 
to  SToid  YOting  and  deciding  upon. 

To  refer  the  sulgect  to  the  Judiciary  was  one 
mode  proposed  for  getting  over  it.  To  tlus 
course  there  were  a  great  many  ohjections^ 
which  douhtless  had  already  occurred  to  the 
minds  of  the  committee.  Among  these,  Mr. 
&  dwelt  particularly  on  the  foUowmg:  that,  if 
it  he  the  duty  of  this  House  to  pronounce  on 
any  question,  they  had  no  right  to  shift  the  re- 
qransibility  on. the  Judiciary;  and' that  Con- 
gress cannot  send  the  question  to  tiie  Judiciary, 
there  being  no  mode  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion by  wluch  ther  could  do  it 

With  regard  to  leaTinff  it  to  chance  to  bring 
it  befinre  the  Judiciary,  tibat  chanoe  might  never 
come,  &0.  If  the  Judiciary  were,  indeed,  the 
tribunal  to  decide  the  question,  they  ought  to 
decide  it  before  the  House  acted  on  it.  An- 
other great  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
w^  that  it  would  unnecessarily  throw  on  the 
Judiciary  the  performance  of  an  odiovM  duty, 
which  be  acknowledged  this  to  be ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  gentiemen  showed  too  strongly, 
by  their  mode  or  proceeding,  and  their  endeav- 
ors to  throw  it  from  themselves,  that  they  felt 
it  to  be  sOb  But  this  House  was  much  better 
able  to  bear  the  odium  of  it  than  the  Jucbciary. 
Hr.  8l  said  be  never  would  consent  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shodd,  for  their 
own  reliel^  burden  the  Judiciary  with  tiiat  sort 
of  queetkin,  the  decision  of  which  makes  it 
most  oftfumotia,  exposes  it  most  to  that  eaBdU- 
mmU  which,  of  all  departments  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  it  was  least  capable  of  contending  against 
The  effects  of  wtvapular  decisions  in  tiie  State 
eourts,  showed  wh^  might  posdblv  be  the  ef- 
fect, in  similar  oases,  on  the  United  States  Ju- 
didary.  He  wished  the  whde  strength  of  the 
Federal  Judiciary  might  be  maintained  unim- 
paired  for  cases  wherein  the  exertion  of  it  might 
oe  necessary,  which  it  was  not  in  the  present 
case.  Another  oljection  to  the  course  proposed 
was,  that,  if  the  argument  in  its  favor  proved 
any  things  it  proved  too  much.  The  more  ob- 
jeetionftlMe  a  danse  of  the  constitution  is,  the 
stronger  is  the  reason  against  the  reference  of 
it  to  ih%  Jadidaiy,  because  it  would  there  more 
oertsinly  be  decliured  so.  A  full  consideration  of 
aU  the  views  which  could  be  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  8.  said,  would  bring  him  back  to  the 
true  ground,  that  this  House  ought  to  decide 
itself  upon  the  question. 

If  the  Judiciary  had  been  the  proper  tribunal 
to  determine  this  question,  Mr.  S.  w^it  on  to 
argue,  it  was  so  as  to  all  questions  which  could 
arise  respecting  a  new  constitution;  and  if  a 
gnw  and  palpiU>le  aeries  of  infractions  of  the 


Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  con* 
tained  in  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people 
of  a  Territoiy,  Congress  would  be  justified,  as 
much  as  in  the  present  case,  in  referring  it  to 
the  Judiciary. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  present  was  a 
case  which  it  woidd  be  difficult  for  Congress  to 
decide,  because  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  con* 
stitution  was  said  to  have  ofTended  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
which  it  was  most  difficult  to  give  a  precise  in- 
terpretation. That  clause  Mr.  S.  quoted  in  the 
following  words :  ^*  The  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immi^ 
nities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States.''  Mr.  S* 
said  he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  believe 
that  this  clause  was  so  difficult  of  construction 
that  this  House  could  not  decide  whether  or 
not  it  had  been  violated  in  a  given  case ;  be* 
cause,  in  one  of  our  standard  books,  (the  Fed- 
eralist,) one  of  those  authorities  to  which  we 
refer  for  light  in  difficult  oases  of  construction 
of  the  constitution,  it  was  said  that  this  very 
clause  was  the  ^'  basis  of  the  Union."  Strange, 
indeed,  that  this  clause  should  have  been  con* 
siderea  the  basis  of  the  Union,  and  yet  so 
equivocal  that  a  construction  could  not  be  given 
to  it 

If  there  was  a  difficulty  in  defining  precisely 
the  scope  of  the  dause  of  the  constitution,  there 
could  be  none  in  deciding  that  it  does  give  to 
the  citizens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the  hum- 
blest and  lowest  right  eigoyed  by  a  free  man. 
Did  any  one  doubt,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  this 
clause  gives  to  citizens  of  every  State  the  free 
right  to  go  into  any  other  State,  to  return,  or 
to  remain  there?  If  that  was  denied,  then  he 
would  agree  that  this  clause  of  the  constitution 
was  all  words  and  no  meaning.  Here,  then, 
was  the  very  point  of  this  question.  If  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  ^fissouri  haa,  either 
by  its  own  positive  provisions,  or  by  enjoining 
it  on  its  Leffielature,  excluded  altogether  from 
the  State  of  Missouri  an^  man  who  is  a  citizen 
of  another  State  in  this  Union,  then  it  is  im- 
possible to  reconcile  that  constitution  to  iha 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be 
a  defiance,  which  is  worse  than  resistance,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  it  had 
been  intentional ;  but  Mr.  S.  acquitted  Missouri 
of  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  S.  declined  going  into  the  question  how 
Ui  a  State  had  a  right  to  make  laws  with  re- 
gard to  a  certain  class  of  persons  referred  to  in 
the  objected  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution. 
He  briefiy  examined  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  that  that  clause  did  not  intend  to  ex- 
clude such  persons  as  were  citizens  in  other 
States.  But  the  clause  itself  Mr.  S.  said,  made 
no  distinction  of  classes,  but  extended  eqn^ly 
to  both  classes.  Missouri  might  make  the  dis- 
tinction if  she  chose.  Was  it  for  Congress  to 
make  an  exception  for  her  which  she  did  not 
choose  to  make  for  herself^  and  which  the  Leg- 
islature of  Missouri  might  not  choose  to  con- 
sider as  any  part  of  that  dause  of  the  constitu* 
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tion  ?  Congress  had  no  ri^t  to  interpret  for 
them  their  own  meaning.  He  then  vent  on  to 
show  in  what  States  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens,  and  mentioned  North  Carolina,  New 
York,  and  Massachnsetts  among  them.  To 
make  them  citizens  of  any  State  it  was  not  ne- 
oessary  they  should  have  a  right  to  vote,  as  Mr. 
&  showed  Dj  variooB  references  that  more  than 
half  the  white  men  in  some  of  our  States  did 
not  vote,  becanse  tliey  were  not  freeholders ; 
yet  no  one  would  deny  them  to  be  citizens  of 
those  States,  Sso. 

It  was  the  humble  simple  privilege  of  loco- 
motion only  that  was  now  claimed  for  these 
persons ;  it  was  a  right  indispensable  to  citi* 
zenship,  and  it  was  M  that  was  asked  for  in 
the  present  case.  If  there  was  any  way  in 
wiiich  a  citizen  of  one  Sitate  can  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  and  inmiunities  of  a  citizen  of  another 
State,  and  yet  not  be  permitted  to  set  his  foot 
in  it,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  glad  to  be  in* 
fonned  of  it  With  respect  to  the  right  of  Mis- 
souri or  of  any  State  of  the  Union  to  regulate 
its  own  citizens,  or  to  prescribe  laws  for  their 
government,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
Uie  United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  no  one  pretended 
to  interfere.  She  must  regulate  her  own  con- 
cerns upon  such  policy  as  she  thinks  best,  &c 
Oto  what  would  be  her  true  policy,  Mr.  S.  made 
a  few  remarks  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear 
with  sufficient  distinctness  to  report  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  dear 
that,  unless  something  was  introduced,  by  in- 
terpretation, into  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  respecting  ftee  people  of  color, 
which  the  framers  of  it  have  not  introduced, 
and  which  it  is  not  known  that  they  would  be 
willing  to  introduce,  it  is  a  plain  and  p^able 
infraction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
State& 

The  plidn  course,  then,  he  believed,  was  not 
to  receive  the  constitution  formed  by  the  peo- 
jde  of  Missouri.  For  himself^  he  believed,  and 
with  him  man^  of  the  members  of  this  House 
believed,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
look  into  the  constitution,  and  if  they  found  it 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  rejeet  it 

What  the  consequences  of  doing  so  might  be, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate;  but,  what- 
ever they  might  be,  they  could  not  be  worse 
than  tiie  recognition  of  the  constitution  in  its 
present  shape.  But  why  apprehend  any  disa- 
ffreeable  consequences?  lught  not  Congress 
discuss  a  question  of  this  sort  without  reference 
to  danger!  Might  it  not  r^ect  this  constitution 
of  Missouri,  without  giving  her  any  right  to  un- 
qualified independence  9  Or  was  this  House  to 
S'lVe  way,  right  or  wrong?  True,  Mr.  S.  said, 
ongress  had  been  much  divided  in  opinion  on 
the  question  of  the  last  sesmon,  and  they  might 
be  on  this.  But,  as  far  as  gentiemen  might 
think  the  consequences  of  such  division  danger- 
ous— ^tiie  consequences  they  dreaded  were  the 
consequences  of  free  and  fair  investigation — ^the 
consequence  of  men  doing  what  they  believe  to 


be  right;  and  when  men  yield  to  fears  excited 
by  such  causes,  they  ^ve  up  the  right  of  fi«e 
discussion,  the  right  of  exercising  their  own 
judgment,  the  ri^t  of  maintaining  what,  in 
their  consciences,  they  think  to  be  right  Does 
it  follow,  becanse  there  is  a  strong  oppositicm 
to  any  measure,  because  there  is  great  feeling 
and  warmth  on  it,  that  therefore  principle  is  to 
be  abandoned  ?  That  no  one  would  maintain. 
Neither  was  it  Oonsistent  with  the  theory  of 
our  Government;  because,  at  last,  the  wiU  of 
the  minority  must  govern.  And,  whatever 
fears  might  be  entertained  by  others,  Mr.  S. 
said  he  felt  confident  that  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority- would  be  submitted  to. 

With  respect  to  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  the  Territory  on  the  rejection  of  tiiis  consti- 
tution, Mr.  S.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would 
be  territorial.  What  provision  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  in  respect  to  it  he  did  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  nor  whether  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  any.  A  case  of  the  sort  had  never 
occurred  in  the  history  of  our  Gk>vemment,  and 
it  would,  if  it  occurred,  deserve  a  careful  and 
deliberate  examination  and  decision.  Here  Mr. 
S.  concluded  his  observations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs,  who  desired  an 
opportunity  of  stating  the  reasons  which  would 
inauce  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  ^e  committee  rose^ 
and  the  House  a^ioumed. 


Tbidat,  December  8. 
Mmouri — OitissenBhip  o/IVee  FenoM  of  Color. 

The  fiouse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  MX>BBB,  of  New  York,  said :  Whatever 
our  opinions  may  be  on  the  subject  which  was 
here  agitated  at  the  last  session,  it  is  now  to  be 
determined  whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  distinguished  rank  of  one  of  the  sister 
States  of  our  Union.  Believing  that  the  con- 
stitution which  she  has  presented  to  us  is  repu^ 
nant,  at  least  in  one  of  its  provisiona,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  am  con- 
strained to  express  an  opinion  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration. 
The  Legislature  of  the  proposed  State  are  di- 
rected, *'as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mukttoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in 
the  State,  under  any  pretext  whatever.^'  The 
authority  thus  conferred  by  the  people  of  Mia- 
souri  on  their  Legislature,  in  my  judgment,  in- 
fringes the  security  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  that  ^^  the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitied  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States.^' 

The  committee  who  reported  this  resolution 
have  said,  that  ^  of  all  the  articles  in  our  con- 
stitution, there  is  probably  not  one  more  difl- 
cult  to  construe  well,"  than  this.    I  had,  in- 
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deed,  supposed,  that,  on  the  principle  established 
in  tlu8  article,  rested  the  whole  stmcture  of  oar 
National  Govemment.  It  was  npon  oonsiderar 
tions  deriTed  chiefly  from  the  nature  of  onr  po- 
fitlcal  system  in  this  respect^  that  I  had  at  the 
Itst  session  formed  the  opinion  against  onr 
power  to  insist  on  the  restriction  proposed  to 
K  inserted  in  the  bill  then  before  ns. 

The  foundation  of  this  artide  of  the  constitn- 
tion  is  laid  deep  in  the  stractore  of  the  Goyem- 
ment.  It  is  capable  of  no  constmction  which 
does  not  plainly  denote  the  nniversaUty  of  its 
ofperation,  and  its  nniform  application  to  indi- 
Tidnal  ri^t  throaghont  every  portion  of  the 
nation.  By  what  tenure  except  this  is  a  citizen 
of  Few  York  invested  with  the  right  of  inherit- 
ues  to  lands  in  Ohio  f  By  what  oUier  anthor- 
itj  are  the  courts  of  justice  thrown  open  in 
Virginia  or  New  York  to  the  citizens  of  every 
other  State!  It  is  the  operation  of  this  clause 
wbich  reduces  ns  to  a  perfect  equality  of  rights 
with  those  aronnd  ns,  wheresoever  we  may 
tTBDifer  ourselves  in  every  part  of  the  Bepnln 
he.  The  right  of  acquiring  lands  by  purchase 
ID  other  8tates--of  devinng  them  to  our  chil- 
drai— of  enforcing  private  contracts,  and  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of  civil  privileges,  are  all 
nstained  on  this  obvious  construction  of  the 
dsue  in  question.  To  have  omitted  it  would, 
in  t  Govemment  like  ours,  have  destroyed  the 
vhole  harmony  of  the  system,  and  produced  the 
most  Jarring  and  discordant  confliction  of  privi- 
leges. Wi&oat  it,  the  citizens  of  each  State, 
except  in  relation  to  the  powers  specifically 
ddlegsted  to  the  Union,  womd  have  been  alto- 
gether ahens  and  strangers  to  each  other,  with- 
out any  other  mutuality  of  i»ivilefles  than  those 
derived  from  their  comnfion  limited  National 
Confedeffacj.  Instead  of  inheriting  the  estates 
of  their  ancestors  in  other  States,  the  law  of 
escheats  would  have  transferred  them  to  for- 
dgn  sovereignty.  The  enforcement  of  private 
ri^  if  not  the  security  of  personal  liberty, 
would  have  depended  on  the  wtH  or  caprice  of 
ereiy  State  Legislature.  Regulations  of  the 
most  iiqyust  natnre  might  have  created  and 
maintained  the  most  odious  and  oppressive  dis- 
tinetiona.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  system 
would  have  been  to  estrange  ns  from  each 
other,  and  probablv  in  the  course  of  time  we 
dwuld  have  found  in  the  want  of  this  equality 
of  privil^es  perhaps  the  veiy  source  of  disunion 
\teitL  If,  sir,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowhdss)  seemed  to  ad- 
nut,  cases  might  happen  in  which  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  the  admission  of 
1  State  into  the  Union  for  the  repugnancy  of 
its  MHutitution  to  that  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, can  we  scarcely  imagine  a  case  more 
deeply  affecting  the  validity  of  our  system,  and 
more  calcnlated  to  lead  to  the  most  dangerous 
eiuToachmenta  on  private  rights  and  personal 
fiberty,  than  an  impugnment  of  this  clause  of 
onr  oonstitution. 

The  power  of  determining  to  whom  the  privi- 
^e  of  dtizeDahip  shall  extend  in  the  respective 


States  has  been  vested,  or  rather  was  left  nn- 
touched  in  the  hands  or  the  State  Legislatures, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  regmate  the  naturalization  of  foreigners 
or  aliens.  The  power  thus  vested  in  Congress 
appears  to  be  necessarily  exclusive,  and  was 
probably  intended  to  be  so.  With  this  diminn- 
tion  only  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  in  this 
respect,  the  original  power  inherent  in  every  Go  v- 
emment  of  determining  the  extent  of  the  right 
of  citizenship  remains  unimpaired  in  the  States. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  while  nnder  the 
old  Confederation,  this  power  in  the  States  ex- 
tended to  the  naturalization  of  aliens,  its  exer- 
cise in  some  of  them  had  produced  serious 
complaints  from  the  other  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  adoption  of  aliens  into  our  po- 
litical families  as  citizens  by  the  laws  of  one 
State,  gave  to  that  class  of  persons,  by  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Confederation,  privileges  of 
trade,  and  commerce,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zenship, in  the  rest  deemed  by  many  to  have 
been  productive  of  serious  inconveniences  to 
their  own  citizens,  and  unreasonable  interfer- 
ence with  their  separate  interests.  The  power 
of  extending  the  benefit  of  naturalization  to 
aliens,  was,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
other  features  of  onr  Gh)vemment,  which  were 
truly  national  in  regard  to  its  external  relations, 
delegated  to  the  General  GU)vemment.  With 
this  exception  only,  the  people  of  each  State 
stiU  retain  and  exercise  the  power  of  conferring 
upon  all  the  various  classes  of  persons  within 
their  respective  State  jurisdictions,  such  rights 
and  privileges  as  to  themselves  shall  appear 
most  conducive  to  their  interest,  and  most  con- 
sonant to  their  own  views  of  justice,  equality, 
and  good  government.  Whatever  inconvenien- 
ces may  be  supposed  to  result  from  the  inciden- 
tal operation  of  this  power,  ui  relation  to  the 
other  States,  must  be  attributed  therefore  to 
that  principle  of  our  Union,  without  which  our 
National  Govemment  would  retain  as  littie 
perhaps  of  permanency  as  ntility. 

The  description  of  persons  disfranchised  by 
the  proposea  constitution  of  Ifissonri,  have 
been  admitted  to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other 
States,  and  recognized  as  citizens.  In  the 
State  of  New  Yon^  for  instance,  they  have  in 
many  cases  more  decisive  characteristics  of  citi- 
zens, and  ei^oy  greater  privileges  than  a  large 
class  of  the  free  white  population,  to  whom 
none  would  deny  the  character  of  citizenship. 
Possessed  of  the  qualifications  for  suffirage  re- 
quired by  her  State  constitution,  they  exercise 
tne  electoral  right  of  voting  for  the  Executive 
and  Senatorial  departments,  while  a  great 
portion  of  the  free  white  population,  not  in- 
vested with  the  same  qualifications,  eqjoy  only 
the  subordinate  privilege  of  electing  delegates 
to  the  House  of  AssemUy,  or  are  deprived  alto- 
gether of  the  right  of  si&age.  As  freemen  of 
tiiat  State  they  are  represented,  even  here,  by 
the  exercise  of  their  electoral  franchise,  in 
virtue  of  their  character  as  a  portion  of  '^  the 
people    of  the  several   States,"   having  the 
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«( qnalificatioDs  for  electors  of  the  most  nnmer- 
008  branch  of  the  State  Leg^slatares."  It  would 
be  no  difficolt  task,  by  referring  to  the  oonati- 
tations  and  laws  of  manj  other  States,  to  point 
oat  the  same  recognition  of  this  class  of  persons 
as  free  citizens ;  but  a  more  decisive  evidence 
of  the  somidness  of  this  conclasion,  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  principles  andpractice  of  the 
National  Government  itself.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  protection  <»f  American 
seamen  from  impressment  have  been  oonstmed 
(and  without  question  of  the  correctness  of  such 
an  interpretation)  to  extend  to  this  class  of  per- 
sons. As  ''citizens  of  the  United  States, '^ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  act,  they  have  uni- 
formly received  certificates  of  protection  for 
their  security  against  the  violation  of  their 
rights.  The  impressment  of  persons  of  this  very 
description,  among  others,  contributed  to  our 
loud  and  just  complaints  against  the  violence  of 
a  foreign  power.  In  the  official  returns  of  im- 
pressed Ajnerican  citizens  heretofore  formally 
communicated  to  this  House,  will  be  found 
many  of  this  class.  It  was  then  justly  con- 
sidered that  the  oppression  of  seamen  of  this 
description,  by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, involved  the  violation  of  our  national 
sovereignty. 

To  establish  a  doctrine  in  relation  to  this 
class  of  persons  who  have  been  thus  recognized 
by  different  States  as  free  citizens,  which 
should  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  this  clause 
of  our  national  constitution,  would,  in  many 
cases  deeply  affecting  their  personal  rights,  lie 
productive  of  peculiar  hardship  and  injustice. 
Let  us  suppose  that  one  of  this  dass,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  dying  intestate,  diould  leave 
the  inheritance  of  his  lauds  to  his  children,  also 
free,  but  residing  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
invested  with  the  rights  of  citizens.  What 
power  among  u^  could  rightfully  be  exerted 
consistently  with  the  privileges  secured  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  deprive 
them  of  the  enjoyment  of  such  an  inheritance  f 
What  principle  of  sovereignty  reserved  by  our 
compact  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  could  thus 
limit  the  operation  of  the  supreme  right  of 
Pennsylvania  to  confer  upon  the  citizens  which 
she  had  adopted  or  recognized  these  privileges? 

But  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  would  n(^  only  4Jius  de- 
feat one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union, 
but  might  operate  as  a  control  on  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  itself.  Let  us  oonnder 
the  effect  of  a  measure  of  this  sort,  of  tiie  Leg^ 
lature  of  that  State,  in  its  operation  on  a  per- 
sonal right  derived  from  the  United  States.  I 
know  of  no  impediment  to  persons  of  this  de- 
scription becoming  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  and  deriving  title  to  them  from  others. 
In  the  case,  too,  of  the  distribution  of  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  patents  may  issue  to  persons 
of  this  class.  Inseparably  annexed  to  such  a 
grant  is  the  right  of  occupation ;  and  can  we 
successfully  maintain  a  doctrine  which  might 
in  this  way  indirectly  render  the  State  laws  of 


Missouri^  if  not  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  at  least  effectual  to  defeat  \h»  rights 
created  under  them  ?  From  every  view  of  ^is 
subject,  the  conclusion  in  my  mind  is  inevitable, 
that  the  State  of  Missonri  must  yield  up  this 
assumption  of  power  to  the  supreme  control  of 
the  national  constitution.  The  citizens  of  the 
other  States  must  eigoy  within  her  jurisdiction 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens, subject  to  no  restraints  or  oonditicms  not 
equfluly  imposed  on  the  dtizens  of  Missouri  her- 
self. If  the  arbitrary  (I  mean  not,  despotic) 
distinction  created  in  her  constitution  can  be 
maintained,  she  might,  with  equal  right,  extend 
it  much  frirther,  and  deny  to  ail  dtizens  of 
other  States  who  had  not,  for  instance,  reached 
the  age  of  forty  years^  or  who  shall  be  bom 
after  her  adoodssion  into  the  Union,  the  right  of 
emigration  to  the  State. 

lb,  P.  P.  Babboub,  of  Virginia,  took  the 
floor.  He  had  not  expected,  he  said,  to  have 
engaged  in  this  discusdon  to-day,  and  should 
necessarily,  therefore,  speak  without  prepara- 
tion; but  he  promised  the  committee,  tiiat, 
in  the  few  remarks  which  he  diould  submit 
he  should  observe  every  poedble  degree  of 
brevity. 

The  subject  now  under  oonnderation,  he  said, 
was  one  which  had  become  painful  to  the  na- 
tion, and,  he  feared,  painM  to  the  House.  But 
it  was  one  to  be  decided,  and  it  was  his  most 
earnest  wish  that  the  decision  should  be  such 
as  to  avert  any  posdble  evil  foreseen  by  any 
of  the  gentiemen  who  had  discussed  the  subject. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  providon  of  the 
constitution  which  has  been  referred  to  as  be- 
ing violated  ?  It  is,  that  ^  the  dtizens  of  each 
State  shaJl  be  entitied  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  tiie  several  States.^'  And 
this  providon  of  the  constitution  was  add  to  be 
contradicted  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  be- 
cause a  dause  in  the  latter  exyoins  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  such  laws  for  me  exdusion  from 
the  State  of  people  of  a  certain  description.  To 
mdntain  this  propodtion,  the  opponents  of 
Missouri  would  nave  to  make  out  that  the  per* 
sons  thus  proposed  to  be  exduded  are  citizens 
of  the  States.  The  member  from  Pennsylvania 
had  yesterday  told  the  House  that  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  what  a  citizen  is.  In  that 
particular,  Mr.  B.  add,  in  his  estimation,  the 
gentieman  did  not  perform  a  duty  which  de- 
volved on  him.  On  whom,  in  this  case,  did 
the  burden  of  proof  devolve  ?  We,  sdd  Mr.  B» 
ofSdT  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  formed 
under  the  autiiority  of  law.  You  oppose  it,  be- 
cause yon  say  it  is  incompatible  with  the  Ck>n- 
stitution  of  tibe  United  States.  With  what  pro- 
vision is  it  incompatible  9  With  that  which  has 
been  already  stated.  Did  it  not  then  belong  to 
gentiemen  who  oppose  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri to  diow,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exdnde  are  citizens,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  before  they 
asserted  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was 
irreconcilable  with  that  of  the  United  States 
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The  gentleman  from  PeuDsylyania  would  not 

\j  iffinnatiToly  what  makes  a  citizen,  but  he 
that,  to  constitate  a  man  a  oitizen,  it  was 
not  indlyengable  that  he  should  have  a  right  of 
TotiDg.  To  make  any*  reasoning  oonclosiYe, 
Ifr.  B.  said,  we  must  distinctlj  see,  in  the  oat- 
sst,  what  one  ride  admits,  and  what  the  other 
denies.  To  know  this  was  indispensable  to 
a  oorreot  condosion  on  any  disputed  point. 
Lst  US  then  inqnire,  said  he,  who  are  citizens  ? 
For,  in  his  hnmble  opinion,  that  point,  which 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania  dia  not  choose 
to  diseosB,  lay  at  the  root  of  this  question,  and 
its  decision  was  unavoidable. 

I  will  undertake,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  the  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  would  not  I  will  de- 
fine what  is  meant  by  the  term  citizen — ^what 
sie  the  qualities  which  constitute  citizenship. 
He  might  mistake,  he  said,  in  this  porition; 
bat,  aooording  to  the  best  lights  he  had,  it  was 
eorreek ;  and  if  so,  it  would  seem  to  lead  to  a 
eooduBion  directly  contrary  to  that  drawn  by 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  The  term 
dtiaen.  Mr  B.  said,  could  not  with  propriety  be 
applied  to  any  one  unless  under  these  circum- 
stanoes :  that  he  should  be  posseaaed  of  all  at 
kast  <tf  Uie  civil  rights,  if  not  of  the  political, 
of  every  o&er  person  in  the  community,  under 
Hke  circumstances,  of  which  he  is  not  deprived 
fbr  some  cause  personal  to  himself. 

My  aaid  he,  I  am  correct  in  this  definition,  let 
as  proceed  to  apply  it  to  the  people  who  are 
the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  and  see  how  f&r 
their  condition  places  them  within  the  scope 
of  it. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  view  of  the  ques- 
tion which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing. In  the  view  which  he  was  about  to  take, 
he  should  proceed  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  cooatitatt<Hi  of  Missouri  was  properly  be- 
fore fhe  committee  for  consideration,  and  that 
the  true  inquiry  was,  does  this  constitution  cen- 
tals, or  not,  any  provision  incompatible  with 
the  superior  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constita- 
tiont  It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  show  that  it 
does  not  Whatever  opinion  he  might  enter- 
tun  <tf  the  condition  of  the  State,  or  of  the 
powers  of  this  House  in  relation  to  it,  it  did  not 
mipnge  on  the  view  that  he  should  present, 
wludi  admitted,  for  the  opponents  of  Missouri, 
the  position  most  favorable  to  them,  that  the 
eoBstitntion  was  now  properly  submitted  for 
oonideratioii,  and  for  we  examination  of  the 
question  whether  it  contains  any  provisions  in 
ooDflict  widi  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
8tateeL 

Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  however,  he 
aud,  he  would  dismiss  the  objections  which 
Bii^t  bo  offered  to  the  definition  which  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  give.  It  might  be  said, 
lor  example,  that  even  in  Yirmnia  one  white 
nan  is  entitled  to  a  particular  right,  while 
mother  is  not  SdQ,  Mr.  B.  said^  his  defini- 
tei  applied,  because  all  under  like  circum- 
itances  had  like  rights.  Show  me,  in  Yirginifl, 
or  in  any  other  State  with  the  laws  of 


which  I  am  acquainted,  anv  white  man  who  is 
deprived  of  the  rights  of  other  white  men  simi- 
larly circumstan^.  Ihery  white  man  of 
Virginia  who  has  a  freehold,  votes.  Females 
do  not  vote ;  but  all  females  do  not  vote.  AU 
white  persons  in  Virginia  may  sue  and  be  sued ; 
aU  are  entitled  to  the  great  civil  rights  of  per- 
sonal liberty  and  the  free  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  personal  property.  It  was  no  objec- 
tion, therefore,  to  the  d^nition  which  Mr.  B. 
had  presented,  that,  in  a  community,  there 
were  distinbtions,  some  having  rights  which 
othera  have  not ;  because  they  were  not  in  like 
circumstances.  A  young  man  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  cannot  make  a  will ;  but 
aU  persons  under  like  circumstances  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  disability.  A  man  above  forty- 
five  years  of  age  is  exempted  from  militia  duty ; 
but  aU  above  the  age  oi  forty-five  are  exempt 
Show  me  an  instance,  said  lb.  B.,  in  any  State 
in  tins  Union,  where,  among  white  men,  rights 
are  ei:\Joyed  by  some  whidi  are  forbidden  to 
others  under  like  droumstances.  It  cannot  be 
shown. 

Ib  there,  then,  said  he,  pursuing  the  purpose 
of  his  argument,  a  State  of  this  Union  in  which 
colored  men  have  all  the  civil  rights  of  any 
other  citizens  in  the  community  to  which  they 
bdong  ?  He  proceeded  to  examine  the  laws  of 
the  several  States  on  this  sutject.  In  Virginia, 
a  colored  man — yes,  even  a  slave,  and  of  that 
class  over  whom  it  was  supposed,  by  those  un- 
acquainted with  facts,  that  so  much  tyranny 
was  exercised — ^is  secured  against  at  least  one 
undue  deffree  of  personal  violence.  The  fi^e 
man  of  color  rises  higher— to  the  dignity  of  the 
right  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to  acquire  property, 
to  mfl^e  contracts.  He  was  yet  under  one 
signal  political  disability — ^ho  is  not  allowed  the 
right  of  suffi'age ;  and  under  an  important  dvil 
disability,  not  being  allowed  to  give  testimony 
in  any  suit  in  which  a  white  man  is  a  party. 
In  North  Oarolina,  persons  of  this  description 
are  indulged  in  the  nighest  political  privilege, 
the  right  of  su&age,  and  are  yet  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  any  case  in 
which  a  white  man  is  a  party—a  privilege 
which  can  only  be  wrested  from  a  white  man 
for  some  cause  particular  to  himself.  In  Vir- 
ginia, further,  in  regard  to  manumitted  slaves, 
conddering  them  as  hostile  to  public  peace,  as 
the  brand  of  discord  between  the  whites  and 
another  class  of  persons,  it  was  dedared,  by 
the  law,  that  evcoy  manumitted  slave  should, 
within  twelve  months  after  the  act  of  manu- 
miasion,  leave  the  State,  or  forfeit  the  rights  he 
had  acquired. 

Mr.  B.  paid  he  would  not,  as  he  might,  go 
further  into  detul  on  this  point:  it  was  suffi- 
dent  to  say,  in  general,  that  free  people  of 
color  are  in  all  the  States  deprived  of  many  of 
the  rights  of  white  men.  Was  there  any 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  they  were  in  the 
full  eigoyment  of  civil  rights?  Mr.  B.  said  he 
took  some  degree  of  interest  in  looking  to  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  in  regard  to  this  desorip- 
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tioD  of  people^  who,  it  had  been  said,  ei^oyed 
in  that  State  an  unqualified  equality  wim  the 
whites.  But  he  found,  on  examination,  it  was 
otherwise.  He  found  a  penalty  was  imposed 
by  a  law  of  fifty  poimds  on  any  minister  who 
marries  a  white  with  a  colored  person,  and  it 
was  declared,  that  any  such  maniages  should 
be  null  and  void  in  law — ^and  on  what  grounds? 
Kot  upon  the  ground  of  crime  in  the  parties, 
carrying  with  it  disability.  Was  it  it  not  upon 
the  ground  of  the  disqualification  of  one  of  the 

Sarties  to  make  that  particular  contract  f  How 
isqualified?  Because  of  his  color,  certainly. 
The  party  may  be  of  age — ^in  the  exercise  of  his 
sound  senses;  he  may  be  able  to  make  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  property ;  but,  in  regard  to 
marriage — ^in  that  particular  in  which,  aboTC 
all  other  things,  we  ought  to  pursue  our  own 
happiness,  in  our  own  way,  he  may  not  con- 
tract,  but  under  certain  circumstances,  that  is, 
witib  a  person  of  color.  Whom  God  has  joined, 
let  no  man  put  asunder — ^bnt  in  old  Massachu- 
setts they  do  put  asunder  the  colored  person 
who  intermarries  with  the  white. 

We  find,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  the  East 
and  North,  as  well  as  in  the  South  and  West, 
there  are  certain  distinctions  growing  out  of 
color.  They  are  distinctions  founded  in  the 
best  good  sense,  in  the  preservation  of  public 
morality  and  of  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and 
in  the  consideration  that  between  the  whites 
and  the  blacks  there  never  can  be  an  incorpora- 
tion which  is  calculated  to  add  to  the  happiness 
or  elevate  the  dignity  of  either  party.  Mr.  B. 
asked,  in  further  illustration  of  the  denial  of 
civil  rights,  even  in  the  Eastern  States,  to 
colored  persons,  whether  a  colored  man  had 
ever  been  known  to  sit  on  a  jury?  He  was 
told  not  This  attempt  to  maintain  a  principle 
in  theory,  which  was  abandoned  in  practice, 
forcibly  reminded  him  of  an  incident  in  Roman 
history.  It  was  known  that  there  was  a  long 
and  severe  contest  in  that  republic  between  the 
patricians  and  the  plebeians,  in  relation  to  a 
ohdm  set  up  by  the  latter,  of  the  right  of  being 
elected  to  the  Oonsulship ;  and  yet,  after  this* 
pretension  was  acquiesced  in,  a  century  perhaps 
elapsed  before  any  plebeian  was  actually  elected. 
Was  there  any  other  State  in  this  Union,  Mr. 
B.  asked,  which  had  declared  the  free  man  of 
color  to  be  equal  in  his  civil  and  political 
rights  to  the  wnite  man?  If  so,  he  called  on 
gentlemen  to  produce  it. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say, 
when  the  man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were 
not  equal  in  any  part  of  this  country,  even  in 
theory.  The  population  which  came  to  this 
country  from  abroad  were  Europeans  or  the 
descendants  of  Europeans.  They  found  the 
aborigines  here,  but  as  far  as  they  came  from 
abroad,  they  were  of  European  birth  or  descent 
This  odier  race,  said  Mr.  B.,  got  among  us  after- 
wards. I  deeply  regret  that  they  did.  When 
they  came,  they  were  slaves.  He  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  show  the  words,  in  any  of  the 
state  constitationfl^  which  declare  that  a  man 


of  color,  become  or  bom  free,  shall  be  elevated 
to  the  grade  of  the  whites.  He  would  refer, 
he  said,  to  some  clauses  in  constitutions  on 
which  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  rely  to 
prove  this;  but  he  would  show  that  those 
clauses  would  not  bear  them  out 

Do  you  find  it,  said  he,  in  the  constitution  of 
New  York  or  Massachusetts,  that  free  people 
of  color  shall  vote?    No;  vou  will  find  that 
every  male  person  or  male  inhabitant  shall  vote; 
and,  under  this  clause,  it  is  said  that  free  per- 
sons of  color  have  equal  rights  with  the  whites. 
If  upon  that  construction,  &ese  persons  are  con- 
sidered as  citizens,  who  else  are?    Aliens  are 
male  persons.     Were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
say,  that  an  Englishman  or  an  Irishman,  hav- 
ing a  six  months'  residence,  and  being  a  finee 
citizen,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  at  all  elec- 
tions?   He  woidd  state  a  case  yet  more  im- 
pressive, deriving  an  argument  from  the  <x>ndi- 
tion  of  certain  unhappy  remnants  of  the  aborigi- 
nals lingering  out  their  wretched  lives  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States ;   there  were 
some  of  those  persons  in  Massachusetts  and 
some  in  other  States.    Are  they  not  free  pep> 
sons  ?    Yet,  do  you  suffer  them  to  vote,  or  to 
sue  and  be  suea?    Do  you  receive  them  as 
witnesses?    Are  they  entitled  to  those  dvil, 
much  less  those  political  rights,  which  are  re- 
quired to  constitute  them  a  part  of  the  body 
politic?    Was  ever  one  of  them  a  juror  or  a 
witness?    Oan  they  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
office?    Oan  they  hold  property,  except  under 
regulations  whidi  are  prescribed  to  them,  and 
prescribed,  too,  by  legislatures  in  which  tbey 
are  not  represented  ?    They  cannot    What  is 
the  distinction  between  their  case  and  tiiai  of 
the  free  people  of  color?    They  equsUy  come 
into  the  definition  of  male  persons  and  male  in- 
habitants.   Would  any  gentleman  contend  that 
Indians  are  citizens  of  every  State  in  the  Uni<HL 
because  they  reside  within  any  one  of  them? 
He  presumed  not 

It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  on  a  re- 
view of  all  the  facts  connected  with  l^is  subject, 
it  would  be  found,  that  free  persons  of  color 
have  been  considered  a  nondescript  class.  In 
some  States  they  have  some  civil  rights ;  in 
others  more.  In  some  States  they  have  some 
political  rights ;  in  others,  none.  It  never  had 
entered,  he  was  persuaded,  into  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State  that 
they  were  citizens,  under  the  definition  which 
he  had  laid  down.  Had  Virginia,  he  adced,  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  when 
^e  said  that  persons  of  color  made  free  should 
depart  her  territory  ?  He  presumed  no  gentle- 
man would  contend  that  she  had.  If  not,  how 
could  it  be  said,  that  she  had  a  right  to  get  rid 
of  persons  of  that  description  already  within  her 
limits,  and  yet  that  she  could  not  exclude  a  new 
torrent  of  that  population  attempted  to  be 
poured  in  upon  her  ? 

The  member  from  New  York  had  put  to  the 
committee  a  number  of  cases,  all  of  which,  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  he  mistook  not^  were  susceptible  of  a 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


29 


18&0.]        Mimuri  State  OoiutUiaum---'<:fitizeiMp  (fFree  Colored  Penona, 


[£L  OF  R. 


nadj  answer.  It  would  be  found,  Id  deed,  that 
mo0t  of  them  were  bnt  different  statements  of 
die  same  proposition,  and  at  last  depend  on  the 
^>p]ic&tion  of  a  principle.    Suppose,  said  the 

fsntleman,  one  of  these  persons  residing  in  New 
ork  to  aoqnire  a  right  to  a  patent  to  land  in 
IGsBonri;  and  shall  he  be  entitled  to  the  fee 
simple,  and  yet  not  entitled  to  ooonpancy  of  the 
land?  The  gentleman  wonld  see.  Mr.  B.  said, 
&at  the  free  negro  of  Virginia  nad  the  same 
right  to  aoqnire  property  in  Virginia  as  the  free 
negro  in  New  York  conld  have  to  acquire  it  in 
IGasoiiri ;  yet,  being  by  law  excluded  from  the 
State,  be  could  not  occupy  it  The  gentleman's 
argument  proTcd,  ther^ore,  that,  quo  ad  the 
xiglit  of  purchase,  the  free  people  of  color  had 
dvil  rights,  bnt  not  that  they  have  aU  ciyil 
rights.  Could  it  be  argued  because  they  had 
one  dTil  right^  that  they  therefore  have  all  f 
lllgfat  it  not  as  well  be  argued,  because  a  man 
has  one  politioal  right,  he  tiierefore  has  all  po- 
litical ri^ts? 

With  respect  to  the  power  of  naturalization, 
the  gentleman  fit>m  New  York  had  correctly 
stated  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  declare 
who  shall  be  citizens  thereof  respectively.  Ay, 
and  Mr.  B.,  have  they  so?  Has  not  Missouri, 
then,  tibe  right  to  say  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
dtiaenship  within  her  limits?  Or  is  she  alone 
to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  pupilage,  and  are  we  to 
say  to  her  now,  as  centlemen  wished  to  have 
said  to  her  at  the  &st  session,  you  shall  not 
have  an  the  rights  emoyed  by  the  other  States 
of  tiie  Union?  If  luasouri  says  that  certain 
penons  shall  not  be  her  citizens,  has  any  other 
Stale  a  right  to  say  such  persons  shall  be  your 
dtiaena  whether  you  will  or  not  ?    Did  not  the 

fht,  the  existence  of  which  had  been  acknowl- 
bj  the  gentieman  fix>m  New  York,  in- 
a  power  of  making  its  exercise  effectual  ? 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  a  State  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide this  question,  and  yet  that  other  persons 
had  a  right  to  overrule  that  decision,  ana  be  its 
oitizens  whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  the  powers  of  the 
States  had  been  ^ireatly  abridged  by  construc- 
tioos  of  the  constitution.  He  feared  they  would 
be  yet  more  so.  But  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
here  contended,  that  the  rights  of  a  State  shall 
be  so  ftr  abridged  as  that  It  shaU  not  have 
power  to  protect  its  own  safety  and  its  own 
moralab  If  a  man  afflicted  with  a  pestilent 
disease  approached  the  shore  of  a  State,  there 
was  certainly  a  right  to  keep  him  off.  If  vaga- 
bcnds  and  ftigitives  fi^m  Justice  infest  a  State, 
they  may  certainly  be  expelled  from  il  What 
was  the  consequence  of  such  a  preservative 
power?  We  in  the  Southern  States,  said  Mr. 
A,  consider  this  description  of  population  the 
most  dangerous  to  the  conununity  that  can 
posnbly  l^  conceived.  They  are  Just  enough 
elerated  to  have  some  sense  of  liberty,  and  yet 
not  the  capacitv  to  estimate  or  enjoy  all  its 
ri^ti)  if  they  had  them — and  being  between 
two  BOdetieS)  above  one  and  below  the  other, 
fhey  are  in  the  most  dissatisfied  state.     They 


are  themselves  perpetual  monuments  of  discon- 
tent, and  firebrands  to  the  other  class  of  their 
own  color.  And  if  the  time  ever  come  when 
the  flames  of  servile  war  enwrap  this  Union  in 
a  general  blaze,  perhaps  we  may  have  to  look 
to  them  as  the  primary  cause  of  such  horrors. 
Has  not  a  State^  t^en,  a  right  to  get  rid  of  them  ? 
They  are  not  citizens  in  Missouri,  and  Missouri 
has  as  much  right  to  say  they  should  not  be,  as 
Massachusetts  had  to  say  that  a  black  man  shall 
not,  within  her  limits,  marry  a  white  woman. 
Has  not  Missouri  a  right  to  send  off  beyond  her 
limits  persons  of  color  when  fr*ee?  Virginia 
has  done  it,  and  Missouri  must  have  the  same 
right  as  Virginia.  And  here  Mr.  B.  repeated 
his  question,  had  lOssouri  a  power  to  get  rid  of 
all  the  free  people  of  color  now  there,  and  yet 
not  the  power  to  prevent  others  from  going 
there? 

When  Mr.  Babboub  concluded,  there  seemed 
not  to  be  a  disposition  in  anjr  person  to  rise. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Virghiia)  said  that  he  wished 
to  present  his  views  on  the  subject^ut  was  not 
prepared  to  do  so  this  afternoon.  He  therefore 
asked  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  committee,  however,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Aboheb,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he,  too, 
wished  to  address  the  House  on  this  question, 
but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  to-day  by 
bodily  indisposition. 

Another  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise 
was  negatived. 

At  length,  however,  after  one  or  two  more 
refusals,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House ;  and,  after  several  in- 
effectual attempts,  a  motion  at  length  prevailed 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 


Satubdat,  December  9. 
IR$90uri — (HPumtkip  qfFree  FerwM  of  Chlor. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolve  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 

Mr.  A.  Shtth,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  addressed  the  Chair.  He  said  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  a 
clause  that  ^Hhe  dtizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitied  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
dtizens  in  the  several  States  ;^'  and  the  consti- 
tution formed  for  the  State  of  Missouri  contains 
a  clause,  making  It  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
of  t^at  State  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary "^to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
firom  coming  to,  and  settlmg  in,  that  State, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever;"  and  it  has 
become  a  question  whether  the  claus#  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant  to  the 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
attempt,  he  said,  to  show  that  there  was  no 
sudi  repugnance. 

The  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titied to  all  t^e  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  tiie  several  States.  This  can  only  apply  to 
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oitizeas  who  are,  in  their  own  States,  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens. 
Can  it  be  shown  that  free  negroes  are  such 
citizens  in  any  one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled 
to  all  the  priimeges  and  immanities  of  citizens  ? 
A  citizen  is  he  who  is  entitled  to  the  freedom 
and  priyileges  of  the  body  politic,  and  has  a 
share  in  its  government.  In  Rome  every  citi- 
zen was  enrolled  in  one  of  the  thirty-five  tribes, 
and,  consequently,  had  the  right  of  suffrage. 
When  we  apply  tiie  term  *^  citizens"  to  the  in- 
habitants of  States,  it  means  those  who  are 
members  of  the  political  community. 

The  civil  law  determined  the  condition  of  the 
son  by  that  of  the  father.  A  man  whose  father 
was  not  a  citizen  was  allowed  to  be  a  perpetual 
inhabitant,  but  not  a  dtizen,  unless  citizenship 
was  conferred  on  him.  I  consider  him  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  is  entitled  to 
every  personal  right  of  a  dvil  and  political  na- 
ture common  to  me  great  body  of  the  political 
community.  The  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  a  citizen  of  the  UmtcS  States  is  the  posses- 
sion of  those  capacities  which  a  foreigner  ob- 
tains by  naturaluEation.  Those  are :  1st,  a  capa- 
city to  take  a  freehold ;  2d,  to  vote  at  elections ; 
8d,  to  be  elected,  having  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions of  age,  residence,  and  property.  He  who 
possesses  these  capacities  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  witlun  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  under  consideration ;  and  he 
who  does  not  possess  these  capacities  is  not. 
The  free  negro  is  not  entitled  to  those  civil  and 

golitical  rights  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
tate  that  adopted  the  constitution.  Let  the 
State  constitution  be  shown,  which  declares  the 
free  negro  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  or  the  code  of  State  laws  that  places 
him  on  an  equality  in  all  respects  as  to  privi- 
leges with  the  wmte  citizen. 

The  Revolution  found  the  negro  in  America 
a  slave.  Where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions 
which  have  declared  him  a  citizen,  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
tJie  United  States  ?  They  have  no  existence. 
He  is  everywhere  inferior  to  the  white  man,  as 
well  by  the  laws  of  the  States  as  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  iJways 
foremost  in  the  work  of  liberty,  the  free  negro 
is  under  considerable  disabilities — one  of  which 
is,  that  he  is  not  enrolled  in  the  mUitia.  If  he 
comes  into  that  State  from  another,  he  must 
show  a  certificate  frt>m  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  his  freedom,  or  he  will  be  seized  and  deport- 
ed. In  Delaware  free  negroes  convicted  of 
larceny  may  be  sold.  If  one  of  them  comes 
into  tiiat  State  from  another,  he  forfeits  ten 
dollar*  per  week  for  the  time  of  his  stay,  and 
if  he  does  not  pay  the  penalty  he  is  sold.  In 
Virginia  the  free  negro  has  no  political,  and 
very  few  civil  rights.  He  is  forbidden  to  come 
into  that  State;  and  if  he  does  come,  he  is 
seized  and  removed.  In  Ohio  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  vote,  and  in  North  Oarolina,  although 
he  is  allowed  the  right  of  suffrage,  yet  he,  and 
his  posterity  to  the  third  generatiozi,  are  refused 


the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  a  court  of 

tstice,  where  a  white  man  is  a  party.  By  the 
ws  of  the  United  States  the  negro  is  refused 
the  privilege  of  being  naturalized ;  and  in  the 
code  adopted  for  the  government  of  this  District, 
(which  is  the  laws  of  the  adjacent  States,)  it  is 
provided  that,  on  the  trial  of  a  free  negro  for  a 
crime  a  slave  may  be  a  witness;  that  a  free  ne- 
gro may  not  marry  a  white  woman;  that  it  is 
criminal  to  emplov  him,  unless  he  has  a  certifi- 
cate of  reentry ;  that  he  may  not  keep  or  oany 
arms,  and  is  punishable  for  lifting  his  hand 
against  a  white  man ;  and  by  the  law  incorpo- 
rating the  Oity  of  Washington,  passed  by  this 
g resent  Oongress,  a  colored  servant  is  made 
able  to  be  punished  by  stripes  for  a  breach  of 
the  ordinances  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  State, 
and  born  free,  that  becomes  a  member  of  the 
pohtioal  community.  The  Indians,  bom  in  the 
otates,  continue  to  be  aliens;  and  so,  I  contend, 
do  the  free  negroes,  where  the  laws  have  not 
otherwise  providea.  A  savage  cannot  be  a 
member  of  a  civilized  oonmiunity ;  he  is  incar 
pable  of  ezerdsing  political  rights ;  and  nature 
seems  to  have  made  the  negro  a  perpetual  alien 
to  the  white  man.  Slaves  are  aliens.  Alien- 
age was  the  first  foundation  of  slavery.  Citi- 
zenship belongs  to  the  civilized  freeman.  It  is 
for  Oongress  to  provide  a  rule  of  naturalization 
that  may  admit  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  the 
civilized  descendants  of  Indians  and  Africans. 
The  States  have  no  authority  to  admit  citizens. 
When  Oongress  have  refused  to  naturalize  any 
free  negro,  can  it  be  tolerated  that  the  master 
of  a  negro  slave  should  have  power  to  miJce 
him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  entitied  to  all 
theprivileges  of  citizens  in  the  several  States  ? 

Who,  then,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
I  would  answer,  1st,  those  subjects  of  Qreat 
Britun  who,  being  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects,  became  American 
citizens  b^the  Revolution ;  2d,  those  who  were 
declared  citizens,  or  naturalized  by  the  States, 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States;  8d,  European  foreigners 
naturalized  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  Oon- 
gress ;  and  I  would  add,  4th,  the  children  bom 
in  the  country  of  aliens,  who  were  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  might  have  been  naturalized.  Since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oonstitution,  no 
State  has  had  a  right  to  naturalize  an  aUen; 
and,  therefore,  I  contend  that  no  State  can 
make  citizens  of  its  slaves ;  and  that,  if  the 
father  is  incapable  of  naturalization,  birth  will 
not  make  the  son  a  citizen. 

The  mass  of  mankind  in  this  country  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes — ^free  people  and  slaves ; 
but  the  class  of  free  people  includes  many  who 
are  not  citizens.  The  same  mass  may  be  divid- 
ed into  three  dasses — citizens,  aliens,  and 
denizens ;  the  latter  description  of  persons  be- 
ing those  who  are  admitted  to  some  portion  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  but  not  to 
all  those  rights  and  privileges.  Such  of  the  free 
negroes^  in  our  countiy,  as  are  not  aliens,  may 
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le  denizeiifly  bat  none  of  them,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed, are  citizens  within  the  meamng  of  the  clause 
of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  which 
IB  under  consideration.  The  free  negro  who 
would  claim  all  the  privileges  and  immnnities 
of  a  citizen  in  another  State,  must  show  a  riffht 
to  aU  those  priTileges  and  immimities  in  his 
own. 

I  shall  contend,  rir,  that  a  State  possesses  the 
rig^t  of  ezdndingfrom  settling  within  its  limits 
even  the  ddzens  of  another  State. 

Ebb  not  eYer7  connty  and  parish  a  right  to 
exdade  paupers  and  vagrants  9  "Maj  not  every 
city  and  town  exclude  persons  having  infectious 
diBeasea,  although  they  are  dtizens  f  If  New 
Tork  may  exclude  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
when  the  latter  dty  is  visited  with  yellow  fever, 
and  if  Kew  York  may  do  the  same  under  the 
ISkd  drcumstance,  what  gives  to  them  this 
li^t?  The  rieht  of  self-preservation  confers 
tlus  right  of  exclusion*  And  if  a  town  possesses 
fius  ri^t  of  exdosion,  founded  on  the  r%ht  of 
self-preservation,  does  not  a  State  possess  it? 
May  Yixginia  send  40,000  free  negroes  to  settle 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  has  the  latter  State 
so  power  to  exdude  them?  ]£ay  Massadin- 
sstlB  or  Pennsylvania  send  a  few  thousand  of 
their  dtizens  into  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware, 
there  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  suffrage,  and 
thereby  bring  Rhode  Island  under  the  power 
of  MasBachnsetts,  or  Delaware  under  the  power 
of  Peansylvania  ?  Some  members  may  recol- 
leet  that,  not  many  years  since,  the  citizens  of 
Bsttmore,  of  a  certam  political  party,  resolved 
to  direct  the  elections  of  Annapolis,  by  hiring 
anomber  of  naen  to  go  to  Annapolis,  there  to 
xemain  alx  months,  to  qualify  them  to  vote  at 
elections.  IGght  not  the  councils  of  a  State  be 
dianged  by  the  like  means,  if  the  State  has  no 
power  to  exdude  intruders  ?  Sir,  every  State 
018  the  right  of  self-preservation.  If  it  is 
proved  that  a  State  has  the  right  to  exdude 
the  leper  firom  coming  and  settling  therein,  the 
ooostruction  contended  for  on  the  other  side, 
that  a  State  can  exdude  no  dtizen  of  another 
State,  is  o  verUirown.  The  health  laws  of  every 
city  and  State  refute  the  argument. 

Usage  expounds  the  law.  The  States  pos- 
BBBS  the  right  of  exdudon;  for  they  have  ex- 
ercised it,  and  Congress  has  sanctioned  the 
lig^t.  In  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  incor- 
porating the  City  of  Washington,  power  is 
granted  to  the  corporation  "  to  ^iforce  the  de- 
ptrtore  of  such  vagrants  and  paupers  as  may 
come  into  the  dty  to  redde,  imless  they  give 
ample  security,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on 
iriuch  free  negroea  and  mulattoes  may  reside 
in  the  dty."  All  powers  not  granted  to  the 
General  Government  are  retained  by  the  States. 
Hive  the  States  granted  to  Congress  their  pow- 
er to  exdude  dangerous  persons  from  settling 
'Within  their  limits?  I  do  not  find  that  l^ey 
have  granted  this  power  to  Congress. 

I  flfadl  contend  that  whatever  be  the  Just  in- 
taipretatioo  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  under  consideration,  it 


ought  to  be  submitted  for  investigation  and  de- 
tennination  to  the  Judiciary.  There  are  many 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  are  addressed 
particularly  to  Congress;  such  are  all  those 
giving  power  to  Congress,  or  to  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof.  There  are  other  parts 
of  the  constitution  whidi  are  laws  formeid  by 
the  people,  and  addressed  directiy  to  the  Judi- 
ciary. Those  parts  require  no  legislation  by 
Congress;  the  constitution  being  the  supreme 
law.  The  clause  under  consideration  is  one  of 
them ;  it  vests  no  power  in  Congress ;  it  calls 
for  no  legislation ;  it  confers  privueges  and  im- 
munities on  individnds;  Congress  cannot  di- 
minish or  increase  them;  what  are  they  the 
Judiciarr  should  decide. 

The  dause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
not  a  law  in  itself,  as  is  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  to  which  it  is 
said  to  stand  opposed.  It  directs  that  a  law 
shall  be  passed.  I  venture  to  predict,  with  con- 
fidence, that  no  law  will  be  passed  in  pursuance 
of  Chis  direction,  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
that  will  contravene  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  will  be  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  they  will 
not  be  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  imd  they  will  know  that  their  acts 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  void.  They  will,  therefore,  give 
to  the  constitution  of  their  State,  a  construction 
consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  conduded — 

Mr.  Stbono,  of  New  York,  said,  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration must  be  his  apology  for  claiming  a 
small  diare  of  the  attention  and  patience  of 
honorable  members,  while  he  submitted  the 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  I 
shall  endeavor,  said  he,  to  be  brief  and  plain  in 
what  I  have  tt>  say. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Mssouri  were, 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  "a 
constitution  and  State  government,  provided 
that  the  same,  whenever  formed,  should  be  re- 
publican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.'*  They  have  formed  a 
constitution,  presented  it  for  the  approbation 
of  Congress,  and  asked  admission  into  the  Union. 
If  it  violates  the  pldn  provisions  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  ought  it  not  to  be  disapproved, 
and  the  resolution  under  consideration  be  re- 
jected? The  constitution  of  Missouri  contains, 
among  other  things,  this  remarkable  clause— 
<*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to.  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever.^'  Here  permit  me  to  remark 
that  tiie  authority  is  express  and  positive,  and 
is  in  restraint  of  personal  liberty^  and  of  ttie 
means  of  contesting  personal  rights.  But  are 
the  persons  here  described  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  a  State,  or  of  both,  or  of  neither? 
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If  citizens,  then  the  repugnancy  is  plain  and 

Ealpable.  Bat  tibe  honorable  member  (Mr. 
MTTH,  of  Virginia)  on  my  right,  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat^  has  attempted,  ingeniously,  to 
prove,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are 
either  aliens,  or  denizens,  and  consequently  not 
citizens. 

The  honorable  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
differing  from  him.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  pro- 
position that  this  description  of  persons  are 
aliens.  An  alien  is  one  who  owes  allegiance 
to  some  Government  other  than  that  under 
which  he  lives.  Allegiance  to  a  foreign  power 
enters  into  the  very  essence  of  the  term  alien. 
To  what  foreign  power,  or  to  what  Govem- 


these  persons  owe  allegiance  ?  If  to  none,  then 
what  are  they,  if  not  citizens  ?  But  if  they  are 
not  aliens,  it  is  insisted  they  are  denizena  Is 
it  so  ?  No  one  can  be  a  denizen  who  has  not 
been  an  alien.  Denization  is  the  modification 
of  alienage.  But  Goneress  can  pass  laws  of 
naturalization  only,  and  not  of  denization.  It 
would  seem  to  follow,  therefore,,  that  these' per- 
sons cannot  be  denizens. 

He  has  argued,  too,  at  some  length,  to  prove 
that  a  State  possesses  the  right  not  only  of 
banishing  her  citizens,  but  excluding  from  her 
limits  paupers,  lepers,  and  persons  infected  with 
pestHidntial  diseases;  and  hence  inferred  that 
each  State  might  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  the 
other  States ;  and,  consequently,  that  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes from  commg  to,  and  settling  in,  Missouri. 

I  have  never  understood  that  a  State,  town, 
or  city,  could  prevent  the  admission  of  a  pauper 
as  such.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  I  do  not 
know  but  in  all  of  them,  a  pauper  may  be  re- 
moved if  likely  to  become  a  public  charge ;  and 
every  person,  whether  pauper  or  prince,  may 
be  prevented  from  gaining  what  tlie  lawyers 
call  a  legal  settlement. 

That  a  State  may  banish  for  crime,  and 
'  guard  herself  against  pestilence,  need  not  be 
aenied.  The  rights  and  privileges  of  peaceable, 
unoffending  citizens,  for  whom  we  are  ex- 
pounding the  law,  do  not  depend  upon  the 
principles  which  determine  the  disabilities  and 
punishment  of  criminals.  Because  a  State  can 
banish  a  traitor,  does  it  follow  that  she  can  de- 
port every  or  any  harmless,  unsuspected  citi- 
zen ?  Because  Pennsylvania  may  exclude  from 
the  dty  of  Philadelphia  persons  infected  with 
the  leprosy  or  the  plague,  can  she,  therefore, 
exclude  all  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  f — or  any  uninfected,  peaceable 
dtizen  of  any  State  or  place  ?  If  not,  Missouri 
remains  undefended.  She  must  seek  some 
other  mode  of  justifying;  the  exceptionable  pro- 
visions of  her  constitution. 

The  general  proposition  has  been  urged  by 
the  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  that,  if 
any  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  be  re- 

Sugnant  to  the  Oonstitution  of   the  United 
tates,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
auoh  clause  is  utterly  null  and  void.    This  is 


true  in  law,  not  in  fact  But,  shall  we  sanction 
a  wrong,  which,  until  remedied,  we  know  will 
produce  ii^ustice  and  evil  f  This  constitution 
IS  submitted  to  us.  For  what  purpose,  unlen 
it  be  for  our  approbation  ?  If  this  8ubmisBi<m 
and  approbation  are  necessary,  can  it  acquire 
the  force  and  effect  of  a  law,  until  Gongress  has 
approved  it?  But  if  approved  and  put  into 
operation,  when,  by  whom,  and  how  are  its 
repugnant  provisions  to  be  a^Jndged  null  and 
void?  I  think  one  must  have  some  skill  in  the 
cultivation  of  chances  to  determine.  This  propo- 
sition proves  too  much.  It  proves  tliat  every 
law  or  other  matter,  which  requires  the  revision 
and  sanction  of  Gongress  to  give  it  validity,  may 


ment,  other  than  that  or  the  United  States^  do  |.be  passed  with  impunity,  our  oaths  to  the  con- 

traiy  notwithstanding,  nowever  flagrantiy  it 
may  impugn  the  Gonstitution  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  ehtirely  opposed,  rar,  to  remitting  this 
matter  to  the  Judiciary.  Why  send  it  to  the 
Judiciary  for  adjudication  ?  It  may  be  years  or 
ages  before  it  reaches  that  tribunal.  In  the 
mean  time^  hundreds  of  American  citizens  maj 
be  deprived  of  their  rights,  oppressed,  and  per- 
secuted. Whois  to  take  their  part?  It  requires 
money  and  friends  to  regain  lost  rights.  Many 
sound  objections  have  been  urged  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me  agunst  this  inference.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  stating  one  further  objec- 
tion. It  is  this :  A  free  negro  or  mulatto  of  ^ 
District  of  Golumbia  may  take  and  hold  real  es- 
tate in  Missouri.  Thia^  I  think,  will  not  be  de- 
nied ;  and,  to  make  the  case  the  stronger,  sup- 
pose he  derives  the  title  to  his  land  directly  from 
the  Uoited  States.  Kow,  by  the  constitutioa 
of  Missouri,  he  is  not  only  excluded  from  tiie 
possession  of  his  land,  but  is  prevented  from 
coming  into  the  State  and  contesting  his  claims 
in  the  courts  there,  and  the  doors  of  the  Federal 
courts  are  barred  against  him.  They  cannot 
entertain  his  daim  and  afford  him  relie£  because 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  a  State.  How  is  this  to  be 
answered  ?  Gr  ie  the  sufferer  to  be  turned  off 
remediless?  And  will  you  thus  permit  indi- 
vidual wrong  to  accumulate?  Or  will  you 
rather  prevent  it,  by  staying  the  operation  of 
the  only  cause  which  can  produce  it? 

Are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  citizens? 
This  is  a  deeply  interesting  question,  both  as  it 
respecta  them  and  the  nation.  The  report  of 
the  committee  seems  to  admit  that  some  of  them 
are  citizens,  because  it  says  that  a  large  dasa  of 
them  *^  cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of  any 
State*'*  The  honorable  members  (Messrs.  Bab- 
BOTTB  and  Smtth)  from  Virginia  deny  that  they 
are  citizens.  But  the  gentieman  (Mr.  Babboub) 
frt>m  Virginia,  who  first  n>oke,  will  permit  me 
to  say,  tluit  I  think  his  definition  of  a  dtizen 
proves  too  much ;  for  it  proves  that  the  Jews 
of  M^land  are  not  citizens  of  Maryland,  al- 
though their  fathers  and  their  ancestors  have 
resided  there  since  the  days  of  Lord  Baltimore. 
A  definition  may  destroy  a  right,  but  never  om 
create  a  right*  Facts,  and  experience  in  politics 
and  morally  aro  better  than  oefinitiona.    Whati 
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therefore,  are  some  of  the  peculiar  and  dis- 
tmotire  charaoteristics  of  a  citizen  of  a  State! 
They  are,  the  right  of  passing,  freely  and  nn- 
molested,  from  town  to  town,  and  place  to 
piaoe,  within  the  State,  and  the  right  of  redd- 
ing, at  pleasure,  in  any  part  of  the  same.  That 
these  rights  belong  to  every  one  entitled  to  the 
high  privilege  of  a  citizen,  I  think  will  not  he 
denied. 

Bnt  these  rights  are  also  common  to  all  tree 
persona,  of  every  sge  and  sex,  within  the  State, 
except  aliens,  hmatics,  vagabonds,  and  criminals ; 
becauso  their  possession  and  exercise  are  uidis- 
pensablj  necessary  to  the  social  relations  of  life, 
•nd  to  the  preservation  of  the  State.  Indeed. 
TBsdy  the  greatest  proportion  of  tiie  citizens  oi 
a  State  have  no  otner  external  mark  of  their 
citizenship.  Females  and  minors  cannot  be 
ele^ed  to  office,  or  vote,  or  sit  on  juries,  or  be 
sntjected  to  taxes,  as  a  general  role,  lliese  per- 
sons ei^oy  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  and  the 
immomty  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  whidi 
they  mnst  demean  themselves,  as  completely  as 
the  man  who  has,  in  addition,  the  analification 
of  a  voter,  or  a  juryman.  What^  then,  is  the 
meaning  of  that  great  clause  in  the  Federal  Oon- 
ititQtion,  which  declares  tiiat  "  the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  dtizens  in  the  several  States  ? " 
This  has  been  called  the  basis  of  the  Union. 
As  I  understand  this  clause,  it  does  away  tiie 
.£sability  of  alienism.  Without  it,  the  citizens 
of  each  State  would  be  iJiens  to  every  other 
State,  and  could  not,  of  right)  enter  anotiier  State 
without  a  passport.  It  confers  the  same  com- 
mon privil^es  and  immunities  upon  the  citizens 
of  luryiand,  for  instance,  in  reference  to  the 
United  States,  as  the  citizens  of  Maryland  pos- 
sess in  reference  to  that  State.  Hence,  a  citizen 
of  Maryland  may  pass  into  and  about  the  State 
of  Viiiginia,  and  reside  there,  subjecting  himsetf 
to  the  laws  of  Yirgima,  a»  he  was  bound  to  do 
to  the  laws  of  Maryland ;  because  in  Maryland 
he  possessed  these  righto,  and  owed  this  obe- 
dienoe.  Bnt  H  does  not  fbUow,  nor  is  it  at  all 
neoesnux  tiiat  because  he  was  a  voter  or  a  juiy- 
man  in  Maryland,  he  must  be  either  the  one  or 
the  other  in  Virginia.  If  this  reasoning  be  cor- 
rect, then  these  essential  rights  of  citizenship 
are  secured,  and  each  State  left  in  taH  possession 
of  its  obligation  and  powers  to  protect  ito  peace- 
able citizens  and  defend  itself  against  violence 
and  crime. 

When  Mr.  Stboko  had  concluded — 

Mr.  NsLBONy  of  Virffinia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
hrtion  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  t^e 
Whde  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — ^yeas  78,  nays  90. 
^  The  question  was  then  stated,  shall  the  resolu- 
tioD  be  engrossed)  and  read  a  third  time  ?   And 
debate  ariring  thereon,  the  Hc^ose  acyoumed. 


MoHDAT,  December  H. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  firom  the  State  of 
Vofc.  VIL— « 


Maine,  late  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts^ 
Joseph  DAinc,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  Holmes, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

John  A.  Guthbebt,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
also  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri, 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  AscHXB,  of  Virginia,  said^  that,  having 
had  some  share  in  protracting  the  trial,  to  which 
the  patience  of  the  House  was  to  be  subjected, 
in  the  debate,  he  owed  it  the  atonement  or 
making  his  trespass  as  brief  as  possible.  His 
inducement  to  double  the  House  at  all,  grew 
entirely  out  of  the  circumstances  of  views  hav- 
ing been  stated  in  support  of  the  resolution^  in 
which  he  could  not  concur,  and  to  which  he 
should  be  considered  as  assenting  if  the  grounds 
of  his  vote  were  not  explained.  The  delicate 
relation  of  the  question,  however,  to  the  slave- 
holding  States,  would  furnish  sufficient  excuse 
to  any  member  coming  from  that  quarter  of  the 
Union,  for  wishing  to  bestow  on  it  the  fullest 
examination. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  remark  that,  whilst  he 
utterly  disolaimed  the  consequences  which  had 
been  inferred  from  it,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  contest  the  right  of  the  States  to  ad- 
mit the  colored  person,  bom  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
The  States  had  delegated,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  onlv  the  power  of  naturalization,  the 
operation  of  which  was  known  to  extend  only 
to  persons  bom  beyond  the  limits  of  the  com- 
munity, by  whose  authority  it  waa  exerted. 
The  coUateral  connected  power  of  determining 
the  right  and  condition  of  admission  to  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  as  respected  persons 
bom  within  their  respective  limits,  comd  not, 
then,  be  denied  to  the  States  or  abridged  in  its 
exercise,  without  a  constraction  which  might 
equally  be  employed  to  divest  every  other  re- 
served right,  and  to  dismantle  every  safeguard 
to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  We  had  been 
told,  indeed,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in 
relation  to  colored  persons,  could  not  be  oon- 
ndered  as  contemplated  by  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States.  Supposing  it- were  not,  the 
rights  of  the  States  did  not  depend,  for  their 
v&dity  or  exercise,  on  the  recognition  of  the 
Fedend  Constitution,  which,  in  ito  trae  charac- 
ter, was  no  more  than  the -source  of  the  lindta- 
tions  on  them ;  nor  had  the  advance  of  encroadi«- 
ment  yet  reached  a  constraction,  by  which  the 
security  of  tiiese  riffhto  would' not  sunply  be  im- 
paled, but  their  independent  existence  abso» 
lutely  subverted.  The  mode^  too,  of  the  deri- 
vation of  the  inference  which  excluded  the 
exercise  of  the  right  in  question,  was  as  little 
warranted  as  the  source  of  ito  derivation.  It 
was  derived,  not  from  anv  thing  in  the  language 
of  the  constitution,  but  m>m  the  peculiarity  of 
the  droomstances  of  some  of  the  parties  to  it, 
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which  were  sapposed  to  predade  the  intention 
to  allow  such  an  exercise  of  right.  This  was 
not  a  case,  however,  in  which  a  resort  of  this 
kind  was  admissible^  for  the  ascertainment  of 
intention.  Where  language  was  of  donbtfol  im- 
port, this  resort  might  be  admitted  with  little 
danger,  because  there  was  a  limit  to  the  possible 
variety  of  interpretation  of  which  language  was 
susceptible.  But  where  there  was  no  doubt 
arising  in  the  interpretation  of  language,  nor 
any  language  on  the  subject  of  doubt  to  be  in- 
terpreted, the  allowance  of  a  resort  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  parties,  to  an  instrument  for  the 
ascertainment  of  its  purport,  would  be  admitting 
the  supply,  and  not  the  explanation  of  an  inten- 
tion. To  such  a  principle  of  substitution  and 
enlargement  of  the  operation  of  instruments, 
there  was  evidently  no  limit  short  of  the  ex- 
haustion of  ingenuity.  It  was  better  to  admit 
any  defect  whatever,  in  the  constitution,  than 
a  liability  so  indefinite,  to  accretion  and  metc^ 
morphasts. 

The  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  question  was  founded  in  an  entire  misappre- 
hension of  the  consequences  of  its  exercise.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  if  the  right  were  ad- 
mitted, it  would  follow  that  colored  persons, 
emigrating  from  a  State  in  which  they  were  al- 
lowed thjd  privileges  of  citizenship,  to  another 
in  which  they  were  excluded  from  these  privi- 
leges, would  become  entitled  to  all  privileges  of 
tMs  character  in  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, notwithstanding  the  exclusion.  Such 
an  inference  was  founded  on  a  view  which  was 
altogether  erroneous  of  the  operation  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
assuring  a  reciprocity  of  privileges  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  respectively.  That 
dause,  like  every  other,  in  that  or  any  other 
instrument,  must  receive  a  construction  which 
would  not  violate  reason;  which  would  not 
carry  the  operation  of  the  clause  beyond  the 
intention  wnich  dictated  it,  and  which  would 
render  its  operation  consistent,  if  possible,  with 
the  establi&ed  rights  of  other  parties.  All 
these  incontrovertible  principles  of  interpreta- 
tion would  be  violated  by  the  construction 
which  had  been  supposed.  If  persons  removing 
from  one  State  to  another  were  to  be  considered 
as  becoming  entitled,  under  the  operation  of 
this  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, and  were  not  restricted  to  the  privileges 
accorded  to  persons  of  the  same  class  and  ae- 
Bcription  with  themselves,  then  the  anomaly 
would  be  presented  of  a  foreign  co-ordinate 
legislation,  exerting  a  more  efficient  operation 
in  the  States  than  their  interior  leffislation,  and 
of  their  legislation  exerting  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject,  a  more  efficient  operation  abroad 
than  it  could  at  home.  A  construction  involv- 
ing such  consequences  was  absurd.  Glauses 
were  to  be  construed  in  consistency  with  their 
intention.  What  was  the  intention  of  this 
clause?     The  States,  by  the  adoption  of  the 


Federal  Constitution,  became,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, members  of  one  community.  It  was  an 
incident  essential  to  the  secure  ez^oyment  of 
the  advantages  of  this  community,  that  they 
should  be  restrained  from  any  power  of  inimi- 
cal regulation  as  respected  the  right  of  removal 
frY)m  one  State  and  settlement  in  another.  This 
was  the  design  of  the  clause  in  question ;  not  to 
inhibit  to  the  States  nor  to  restrain  the  power 
of  regulation,  as  respected  the  conditions  of  the 
enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship, an  essential,  indefeasible  portion  of 
self-^vernment ;  but  to  inhibit  any  power  of 
regulation  on  this  subject,  to  be  directed  exclu- 
sively against  citizens  removing  from  other 
States,  any  exercise  of  inimical  discriminative 
regulation.  The  discretion  was  left  unimpaired 
to  adopt  regulations  affecting  either  the  indi- 
genous inhabitants  or  those  removing  from 
other  States,  provided  these  regulations  were 
not  rendered  restrictive  and  peculiar  in  relation 
to  this  last  description  of  inhabitants.  Under 
this  limitation  the  reserved  power  of  the  States 
was  unsusceptible  of  employment  to  any  serious 
or  injurious  counteraction  of  the  social  design 
of  the  Federal  Incorporation.  This  construction 
had  the  advantage  of  reconciling  the  rights  of 
the  States  with  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
in  question,  affording  to  each  ample  and  unin- 
terfering  scope  for  operation.  Any  opposite 
construction  led  to  the  wildest  and  most  unre- 
deemed absurdities.  No  one  could  conceive  it 
to  be  the  design  of  the  constitution  to  commu-* 
nicate  to  persons  removing  from  one  State  to 
another,  privileges  larger  in  number  or  value 
than  they  had  previously  enjoyed ;  yet,  under 
the  construction  which  was  combated,  such 
persons  might  not  only  acquire  an  increase  of 
privileges,  the  privilege  of  suffrage  for  example, 
but  blaxiks  from  abroad  might  acquire  privileges 
to  which  indigenous  whites  were  not  entitied. 
Women,  in  one  of  the  States,  (Jersey,)  were,  or 
had  formerly  been,  admitted  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  that  of  suffrage  inclusive. 
Under  this  construction,  women,  in  States  where 
tiiere  was  a  qualification  on  sumrage,  as  in  Vir- 
ginia^ might  become  entitied,  by  migration,  to 
privileges  from  which  a  large  proportion  of  the 
indigenous  white  males  were  excluded.  Con- 
structions of  this  kind  were  no  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion. Persons,  by  removing  from  one  State 
to  another,  did  not,  therefore,  acquire  any  fur- 
ther or  greater  privileges  than  were  the  allot- 
ment of  the  indigenotis  inhabitants  of  the  same 
class  and  description. 

Another  consequence  which  had  been  im- 
puted to  the  clause  of  the  constitution  under  re- 
view, fell  with  that  which  had  been  examined. 
It  had  been  imagined  that,  under  the  operation 
of  this  clause,  colored  persons,  emancipated  on 
a  condition  of  removal  from  one  State  in  whioh 
tiiey  receive  their  emancipation,  might  be  re-, 
turned  upon  the  emancipating  State  in  the  char- 
acter of  citizens.  The  validity  of  this  inter- 
ference was  excluded  by  the  remarks  which  had 
been  stated.    It  was  equally  excluded  by  other 
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and  independent  oonslderations.  The  condition 
of  emancipation  alluded  to,  would  labor,  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption,  nnder  no  defect  of  validity, 
as  presenting  no  conflict  with  any  provision  of 
the  Federal  Oonstitntion. 

It  could  not,  then,  be  brought  into  conflict, 
and  rendered  invalid  at  any  posterior  time,  or 
by  any  act  of  an  authority  not  superior  to  tliat 
of  the  party  imposing  it,  and  which  was  no 
party  to  the  compact  in  which  this  condition 
was  comprehended.  Yet,  if  the  inference  above 
referred  to  were  just,  this  condition,  the  crea- 
tion of  a  competent  authority,  and  tiie  consid-^ 
ention  of  a  benefit  to  the  party  accepting  it, 
would  be  liable  to  invalidation  by  the  posterior 
intervention,  not  of  a  superior,  but  an  extrane- 
ous and  merely  co-ordinate  authority ;  and  be 
iiable  not  simply  to  invalidation,  but  to  be  con- 
verted to  an  instrument  of  ii^ury  and  abusie 
to  the  party  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of 
stipulation.  An  inference  of  this  kind  had  only 
to  be  represented  in  its  true  character  to  be 
disclaimed. 

The  endeavor  had  been  made  to  show  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  dause  of  the  Oonstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
anoted,  which  could  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
tiie  State  governments  from  subjecting  persons 
removing  from  other  States  to  any  restrictions 
as  respected  the  privileges  of  citizenship  which 
it  was  thought  proper  to  extend  to  indigenous 
inhabitants  of  the  same  class  and  description. 
The  power  of  the  States  would  be  found,  upon 
farther  inquiry,  to  extend  to  a  point  beyond 
thi»— to  the  capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress 
of  dtixens  of  other  States,  provided  the  exclu- 
sion were  for  causes  affecting  the  individual 
merely,  and  not  the  class :  that  is  to  say,  pro- 
vided the  exdusion  operated  by  what,  in  the 
technical  language  of  the  law,  would  be  de- 
nominated d^criptionem  penofUB,  or  for  causes 
accidental  in  their  access,  and  liable  to  removaJ. 
Thus,  it  would  not  be  denied  that  a  State  might 
exclude  citizens  of  other  States,  for  contagious 
disease,  by  quarantme  regulations ;  that  it  had 
competency  to  exclude  for  crimes,  or  to  exclude 
paapers  liable  to  become  burdensome  by  regu- 
lation of  police.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
oompetenoy  of  exclusion  in  these  cases  ?  The 
reason  had  already  been  stated,  the  necessity  of 
^Ting  to  the  dause  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
communicating  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  a 
ooostniction  which  would  reconcile  its  operar 
tioos  with  the  reserved  essential  rights  of  tiie 
Statesu  There  could  be  no  danger  of  abuse 
from  this  construction,  as  long  as  its  principle 
was  not  transcended,  which  required  that  the 
exdosion  should  be  for  cause  affecting  the  indi- 
vidual, and  not  the  chiss.  Mr.  A.  went  on  to 
say,  that  perhaps  a  just  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  exdusion,  which  had  been  now  stated, 
o^tbe  considered  as  authorizing  the  slave- 
hojding  States  to  prohibit  the  entry  and  settie- 
oent  among  them  of  colored  persons  from  other 
States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known  that  the  pe- 
drcomstanoes  of  their  population  tended 


to  conmiunicate  to  the  admission  of  persons  of 
this  description  a  character  of  misohievonsness 
worse  than  that  which  would  attach  to  the  ad- 
mission of  pauperism,  and  as  bad  as  that  which 
would  attach  to  the  admission  of  criminals  and 
disease.  Hr.  A.  said  that  he  did  not  mean, 
however,  to  push  the  argument  to  this  extent. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  his  purpose  to  do  so. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  fair,  as  the  exclusion 
might  be  said,  in  these  circumstances,  to  be  de- 
nounced for  a  cause  not  personal,  that  is  to  say, 
accidental  to  the  exduded  object ;  or  which,  in- 
deed, was  not  to  be  conndered  as  residing  so 
mucn  in  the  exduded  object,  as  in  a  peculiar 
condition  of  the  community  from  wmch  the 
object  was  proposed  to  be  exduded.  All  that 
it  was  now  designed  to  show  was,  that,  not- 
witiistanding  the  sweeping  operation  which  had 
been  attributed  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal 
Oonstitntion,  which  had  been  adduced  in  the  de- 
bate, the  exercise,  under  certain  circumstances, 
of  a  power  of  exclusion  by  the  State  govern- 
ments, as  respected  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
was  in  perfect  consistency  with  that  operation. 

If  it  was  the  wish  of  any  of  the  States  to  have 
colored  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  felt  neither 
wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from  their  right 
to  do  so.  The  proposition  he  denied  was,  that 
such  citizens  could  be  imposed  on  other  States, 
who  had  no  partidpation  in  the  wish.  In  the 
lapse  of  time  it  was  possible  that  the  period 
might  arrive,  when,  from  the  excessive  multi- 
plication of  the  mixed  race,  some  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  might  conodve  themselves  re- 
quired, by  considerations  of  policy,  to  admit 
this  description  of  persons  to  a  qualified  or  ab- 
solute enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
Without  pretending  to  express  any  opinion  that 
such  a  period  would  arrive,  Mr.  A.  could  not, 
in  tibe  event  of  its  occurrence,  consider  the  com- 
petency of  the  State  to  exercise  the  power  as  a 
subject  of  question.  The  demarcation  of  color, 
importing  a  discrimioation  not  simply  of  com- 
plexion, but  blood,  was  too  indefinite  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  limitation  on  State  right  In  all 
the  slaveholding  Stotes,  in  a  certain  stage  of 
intermixture,  the  legal  distinction  ceased.  K 
the  State  right  were  confined  in  the  mode  sup- 
posed, there  was  no  competency  to  assign  the 
limit  of  this  distinction. 

He  was  not  unaware,  Mr.  A.  .said,  that  the 
language  he  had  been  holding,  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  Stote  rights,  had  been  for  some  time 
going  out  of  &shion.  It  was  but  too  obvious 
to  remark,  that  the  essential  defbnoes  of  the 
States  were  rapidly  giving  way  before  the 
steady  and  powerful  current  of  Federal  author- 
ity. This  circumstance  only  rendered  more, 
imperative,  however,  the  duty  of  using  every 
enaeavor  to  sustain  even  the  feeblest  of  these 
defences.  The  scope  of  public  duty  under  a 
fr^e  constitution  was  peculiar.  Its  first  object 
was  the  support  of  the  constitution.  How  was 
this  to  be  effected  ?  Not  by  carrying  one  prin- 
ciple victorious  over  every  other,  but  by  sus- 
taining the  balance  between  the  various  and 
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oonflicting  principles  which  made  np  the  com- 
poeition  of  a  free  constitation.    And  how  was 
this  secondary  incidental  object  to  be  effected? 
By  enlisting  on  the  side  of  the  principle  which, 
in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  had  been  found 
to  decline  and  become  the  weakest.    It  was 
npon  a  consideration  of  this  sort,  that  Hr.  A. 
thought  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  even  in  matters  which  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  being  immaterial  and  indifferent  ought 
to  form  a  primary  object  of  solicitude  ana  effort. 
The  purpose  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
submitted,  was  to  show  what  Mr.  A.  conceived 
to  be  the  just  construction  of  the  very  delicate 
elause  of  the  constitution,  assuming  a  recipro- 
city of  the  privileges  of  citizenship  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  which  had  been  so 
much  referred  to  in  the  discussion.    It  had 
been  seen  that  the  recognition  of  the  right  of 
the  States  to  admit  colored  persons  to  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  involved  none  of  the  abusive 
consequences  which  had  been  ascribed  to  it 
The  inquiry  material  to  the  present  controversy 
next  arose,  whether  any  of  the  States  had  ever 
exercised  the  right ;  whether  there  were  citi- 
zens of  this  description  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  States?    Mr.  A  thought  that,  upon  due 
inquiry,  it  would  be  found  there  was  no  one  ci 
the  States  in  which  this  class  of  persons  could 
be  fairly  considered  as  assiffnable  to  the  rank  of 
citizens.    He  did  not  found  this  conclusion  on 
any  definition  which  had  been,  or,  as  far  as  ap- 
peared to  him  could  be,  given  of  the  constituents 
or  criteria  of  citizenship.    He  admitted  that 
any  definition  which  could  be  assumed  upon 
this  subject^  must  be  regarded  as  gratuitous, 
and  could,  therefore,  serve  as  the  foundation  of 
no  conclusion.    He  admitted  that  there  was  no 
definition  which  would  apply,  under  every  cir- 
cumstance.   He  thought  mat  the  only  descrip- 
tion which  could  be  adopted,  must  be  analogous 
to  the  definition  which  civilians  gave  of  munici- 
pal law — ^^  the  rule  which  each  State  had  pre- 
scribed to  itself.'^    But  although  there  was  no 
affirmative  definition  of  citizenship  whieh  could 
be  regarded  as  of  invariable  application,  there 
was  negative  test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A.  to 
be  conclusive.    Citizens  might  be  admitted  in 
various  degrees  to  the  exercise  of  political 
rights.    They  might  even  be  admitted  in  vari- 
ous degrees  to  &e  ei\|oyment  of  civU  rights. 
But  those  could  not  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  rank  of  citizens,  who,  not  by  the  mere 
operation  of  usage,  but  the  positive  enactments 
of  law,  were  everywhere  excluded  from  an 
equality  with  even  the  lowest  rank  of  citizens, 
as  respected  the  ordinary  and  most  essential  re- 
lations of  domestic  and  social  life.    But  this 
was  the  fact  in  rel^tioh  to  colored  persons,  as 
Mr.  A.  believed,  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
without  exception.     Oolored  persons,  as  has 
been  stated  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Baeboub,) 
were  in  no  part  of  the  Union  permitted,  by 
law,  to  contract  with  white  persons  that  en- 
gagement, the  liberty  to  contract  which  was 
the  inseparable  incident  and  criterion  of  a  con- 


dition of  social  equality.  He  alluded  to  the  en- 
gagement of  marriage.  How  could  persons  be 
said  to  belong  to  the  same  class  who  were 
everywhere  prohibited  by  law  from  the  con- 
traction of  any  relation  of  intimacy,  and  from 
association,  on  the  basis  of  social  equality  ?  It 
was  from  the  influence  of  this  consideration, 
and  not  from  any  concurrence  in  various  other 
views  which  had  been  stated,  that  Mr.  A.  de- 
rived his  conclusion  that  oolored  persons  could, 
in  no  part  of  the  Union,  be  assigned  to  the  rank 
of  citizens. 

But,  suppose  that  these  persons  could  be  as- 
signed to  this  rank  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  Admit  that  there  were  citizens  of  this 
description.  Ought  the  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  to  which  objection  had  been 
taken,  to  be  considered  as  operating  upon  such 
of  these  persons  as  were  citizens  ?  Mr.  A.  con- 
ceived that  it  ought  not^  upon  the  established 
maxim  of  interpretation,  which  had  been 
stated  by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowinDEs,)  that  where  instruments  presented 
the  appearance  of  conflict,  a  ccmstruction  was, 
if  posdble,  to  be  adopted,  which  would  recon- 
cile their  operation.  If  there  were  oolored  per- 
sons who  belonged  to  the  class  of  citizens, 
there  was,  notoriously,  a  much  larger  class  who 
did  not  belong  to  this  description,  on  whom  the 
clause  in  question  might  be  considered  as  op- 
erating without  the  involvement  of  any  breach 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinct peculiar  reason  for  the  adoption  of  this 
construction.  The  term  ^^free  negroes  and 
mulattoee,"  on  which  the  doubt  in  the  present 
case  arose,  had  acquired  in  the  South  and  West 
an  import  perfectly  predse.  and  as  it  might  be 
said  technical,  denoting  a  class  who  were  inva- 
riably excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship. To  restrict  these  words  in  tlie  clause  of 
the  Missouri  constitution  to  this.sense^  was  do- 
ing no  more  than  was  required  by  another 
established  rule  of  the  construction,  conflrming 
the  words  to  their  ordinary  and  received  dgni- 
fioation.  There  was  neithw  force  nor  liabuil^ 
to  abuse  in  this  interpretation,  because  the  im- 
port of  the  language  was  not  enlarged  so  as  to 
be  made  to  embrace  something  which  it  did 
not  properly  comprehend,  but  was  restricted. 
It  was  another  established  rule  that  in  oases  of 
doubt,  the  mosb  mitigated  construction  was  to 
be  adopted.  *^In  obscuris  quod  minimum  est 
querimur."  But,  in  the  present  case,  it  also 
happened  that  the  most  mitigated  was,  at  the 
same  time,  the  usual  and  most  received  signifi- 
cation of  the  words  to  be  construed.  All  that 
was  asked,  was,  that  the  language  should  not 
be  distorted  from  its  customary  and  appropriate 
import,  and  a  description  applicable  to,  and  de- 
signed for  an  inferior  class  of  persons,  be 
stretched  to  comfHrehend  a  higher  class,  in  con- 
travention of  one  of  the  most  familiar  maximB^ 
that  "  minor  non  continet  migor.^'  Cases  analo- 
gous to  the  present  might  be  easily  stated  from 
the  constitution.  Mr.  A.  instanced  the  case  of 
imports  which  the  State  were  forbidden  to  laj 
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QDless  'with  the  consent  of  Ck>ngre88,  or  for  a 
^lecial  purpose.  If  Massachusetts,  who  was 
now  engaged  in  the  formation  of  a  new  consti- 
tution, were  to  insert  a  provision  granting  a 
power  to  her  Legislature  to  lay  imposts,  would 
any  court  or  reasonable  man  refose  to  this  clause 
a  construction  restricted  by  the  competency  of 
the  State,  and  consistent  with  the  prohibition 
of  the  Federal  Constitution? 

One  word  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  might  now  be  adopted.  One 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  consequences  of 
unpleasant  character  could  be  anticipated ;  and 
another,  that  the  consequences,  whatever  they 
mi^t  be,  were  not  to  be  taken  into  oonaidera- 
ti^NL  Both  gentlemen  were  mistaken.  What- 
erer  might  be  the  real  yiews  which  would  dic- 
tate the  rejection  of  the  resolution  under  dis- 
euBion,  this  rejection,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  public  mind,  wotdd  be  liable  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  policy  of  re-attempting  the  imposition  of 
the  fllsTery  restriction  of  last  year.  In  the 
best  event,  then,  the  wound  inflicted  on  the 
harmony  of  the  country  would  be  incurable. 
Bnt,  if  the  policy  imputed  was  reidly  to  be  act- 
ed on,  every  man  must  perceive  that  the  Union 
was  gone.  Gentlemen  might  conceive  that 
they  were  sowing  the  seeds  of  sectional  influ- 
ence and  importance,  but  tiiey  would,  in  fact, 
be  sowing  a  crop  like  the  dragon's  teeth,  which 
woold  spring  up  in  civil  discord,  and  armed 
men,  destined  to  perish  in  unnatural  warfare, 
by  a  mutual  destruction.  It  had  been  remark- 
ed the  last  year,  that  a  gulf.  simUar  to  that 
wUch  we  read  of  in  the  early  nistory  of  Rome, 
had  been  opened  among  us  by  the  discussions 
on  this  subject.  There  was  one  circumstance, 
however,  of  favorable  distinction.  The  chasm 
which  was  said  to  have  occurred  in  Rome  was 
only  to  be  dosed  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  most 
precious  possession.  But  the  chasm  which  had 
occurred  in  our  harmony,  required  to  heal  it, 
only  the  most  worthless  of  all  sacrifices,  that 
of  our  passions,  or  of  what,  in  their  application 
to  human  affidrs,  were  the  next  most  pestilent 
thmgs  to  vile  passions — our  abstract  and  specu- 
lative notions.  In  what  he  had  been  saying, 
Mr.  AscHKB  disclaimed  any  intention  of  em- 

Coying  the  language  of  menace,  which  would 
i  suitable  neither  to  his  character,  nor  to  that 
of  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  His  purpose 
was  to  express  his  sincere  views  of  the  possible 
eooseqnenoes  of  the  measures  which  Congress 
might  adopt  in  relation  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. The  train  had  already  been  prepared  by 
antecedent  events  and  discussions.  It  now 
only  required  to  be  fired  to  produce  effects 
which  it  would  be  equally  impossible  to  avoid 
lamenting,  or  to  repair.  Mr.  A.  would  add 
only  a  single  remark.  It  was  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  real  occurrence  of  the  effects  to 
whld  he  had  been  alluding,  their  authors 
would  stand  chargeable  with  the  greatest  crime 
which  had  ever  been  committed  against  the 
interests  of  human  nature,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  have  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  most 


persuasive  model  of  free  institutions,  and  the 
overthrow  of  the  most  imposing  promise  of 
splendid  destinies,  which  the  world,  in  any  age 
of  it,  had  ever  seen. 

When  Mr.  Aroheb  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, qualifying  the  assent  of  the  admission  of 
the  new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  exception 
of  a  particular  clause  of  the  constitution.  This 
motion,  however,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Hill 
for  the  present,  on  the  representation  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  that  it  would  embarrass  the  main 
debate,  by  bringing  on  an  incidental  one,  and 
would  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  some  objections  he  had  not  anticipated, 
and  to  others  arising  from  a  misapprehension 
or  evasion  of  his  first  arguments  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  assigned  briefiy  the  reasons 
why,  on  more  mature  refiection,  he  should  as- 
sent to  this  course,  though  he  had  at  first  pre- 
ferred the  other. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  striking  out  the 
preamble,  was  deciaed  in  the  affirmative — 87 
to  65. 

Mr.  Heicpuill  observed  that  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  in  its  various  relations,  had  oc- 
cupied so  much  of  the  time  of  Oongress,  that  it 
was  becoming  in  him  to  make  an  apology  for 
rising,  and  to  promise,  at  the  least,  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  He  said  he  would  make  no 
exordium^  but  engage  at  once  on  the  merits  of 
the  question. 

The  constitution  of  Missouri,  as  transmitted 
to  Ooncrees,  enjoins,  in  the  most  positive  man- 
ner, and  makes  it  the  unqualified  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass,  as  soon  as  may  be,  such 
laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mnlattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  the  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever. If  these  free  colored  people  are  embraced 
in  the  second  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  most 
clear  and  manifest  that  tiie  constitution  of 
Missouri  is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Ck>n- 
stitiAion  of  the  United  States,  and  repugnant 
to  it.        ^ 

The  section  in  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitied  to 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  The  main  question,  according 
to  my  conception  of  it,  involves  but  this  single 
inquiry — ^Are  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or 
any  of  them,  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
The  report  of  the  honorable  committee,  as  I 
though^  admitted  the  fact  of  citizenship ;  and 
this  circumstance  led  me  from  making  any  ex- 
amination on  that  point,  until  the  gentieman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bahboub)  yesterday  as- 
sumed the  broad  grotmd  of  denying  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  any  free  black  or  mulatto 
man.  He  has  endeavored  to  give  us  a  defini- 
tion of  a  dtizen  of  this  country ;  and  although 
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I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman's  reflections 
on  the  subject  were  ingenions,  I  cannot  give 
my  assent  to  their  accuracy.  He  supposes  that 
a  citizen  means  a  person  who  is  entitled  to  all 
the  civil  rights  of  others  in  like  circumstances, 
unless  deprived  of  some  of  them  for  personal 
reasons.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  dis- 
criminations existed,  in  a  variety  of  instances, 
and  in  different  States,  between  the  white  and 
black  people ;  but  this  definition  cannot  be  a 
good  one,  unless  he  is  capable  of  proving  that, 
among  citizens,  a  mfljonty  have  no  right  to 
make  any  such  discriminations.  What  is  there 
to  control  the  will  of  the  mfgority,  when  it 
does  not  oome  in  collision  with  any  higher 
power? 

Discriminations  are  familiar  to  ua,  in  the 
several  States,  both  as  to  political  and  civil 
rights;  but  it  never  was  believed  that  they 
effected  a  total  eztin^ishment  of  oitizen3hip. 
Some  citizens  are  entitled  to  vote,  and  others 
are  not  Some  are  exempted  from  serving  in 
die  militia,  or  on  juries,  for  various  reasons; 
and  this  throws  an  unequal  burden  on  the  rest 
of  the  oommunity.  Paupers  are  not  allowed 
even  to  choose  the  place  of  their  residence.  In 
some  cases,  whole  professions  are  distingulBhed 
from  others;  as,  for  instance,  when  ministers 
of  the  gospel  are  made  ineligible  to  office. 
Provisions  of  this  character  are  contained  in 
several  of  the  State  constitutions ;  I  will,  how- 
ever, only  read  a  clause  or  two  on  this  subject, 
fh>m  the  constitution  of  Tennessee : 

"  1.  Whereas  mixiisters  of  the  goepel  are,  by  their 
profeMion,  dedicated  to  God  and  the  care  of  aools, 
and  onght  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of 
their  functions,  therefore,  no  minister  of  the  gospel, 
or  priest,  of  any  denomination  whatever,  shall  be 
eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  House  of  the  Legislatare. 

^*  2.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  Gk>d,  or 
a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall 
hold  any  office  in  the  civil  department  of  this  State." 

The  latter  description  of  persons  are  citizens, 
altiiouffh  iheir  infidelity  ^icts  them  with  a 
much  deeper  misfortune  than  to  be  distinguished 
firom  tiie  white  people,  merely  by  the  circum- 
stance of  color.  Females  are  also  citizens,  but 
they  by  no  means  fall  within  the  given  defini- 
tion, particularly  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
intended  to  operate  on  political  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  put  many  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  definition.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  to  each  case — ^I  will  select  two  only,  on 
which  I  am  desirous  of  making  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

The  first  is  on  an  argument  deduced  from  a 
law  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  genUeman,  seemed  to  be  entitled 
to  peculiar  force,  as  being  the  of&pring  of  a 
State  so  celebrated  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
this  race  of  people.  It  is  a  law  by  which  mar- 
riages are  forbidden  between  the  white  and  the 
bla^k  people;  but  if  this  oircumstauce  proves 
any  thing,  it  proves  too  much,  because  it  equally 
abridges  the  rights  of  both,  and  the  argument 
destroys  itself;  for  i^  on  that  account,  a  black 


person  is  not  a  citizen,  how  can  the  white  per- 
son be  a  citizen  ?  And  besides,  it  will  be  found, 
by  an  inspection  of  the  law,  that  the  penalties 
or  fines  are  imposed  only  on  the  white  people. 

The  oth^r  case  stated  is,  that  the  bhick  peo- 
ple are  exempt  fh>m  serving  in  the  miUtia. 
But  I  do  not  consider  this  as  a  deprivation  of  a 
right :  it  is  a  privilege,  and  is  so  esteemed,  when 
the  indulgence  is  granted  to  persons  advanced 
in  age.  The  colored  people  mi^t  be  compelled 
to  form  in  companies  by  themselves,  so  as  not 
to  be  the  associates  of  the  white  soldiers,  fis 
was  the  case  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  I  have 
taken  this  brief  notice  of  the  definition,  by  en- 
deavoring to  show  its  inaccuracy  when  applied 
to  the  complex  system  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

We  shall  arrive  with  more  safety  at  the 
knowledge  whether  any  free  black  people  are 
citizens  or  not,  by  considering  their  admowl- 
edged  situation  in  a  general  point  of  view. 
And,  at  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  I  beg  the 
House  to  recollect  that,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  Oonstitutiim  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  had  the  unquestionable  right  of  say- 
ing who  should  compose  its  own  citizens ;  and 
i£  at  the  adoption  of  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were 
citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  the  Fed- 
eral Oonstitution  gave  to  such  citizens  idl  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  dtizens  in  the 
several  States. 

I  have  examined  the  constitutions  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  there  are  but  seven  or  ei^t 
that,  in  terms,  exclude  tibe  colored  people  from 
voting.  In  these  constitutions  the  right  of  suf- 
frage is  confined  to  white  persons ;  but  this  af- 
fords a  very  forcible  argument  that  it  waa  the 
opinion  of  the  members  of  their  convention, 
that  black  people  should  have  been  induded 
under  the  general  term  of  citizens. 

In  theXentuclqr  constitution,  the  understand- 
ing of  the  convention  appears  plain.  The 
words  are,  ^^  Every  fr«e  male  citiz^  (negroes, 
mulattoes,  and  Indians,  excepted. '') 

Under  the  old  constitution,  in  Maryland,  this 
description  of  people  voted;  but  the  general 
terms  were  changeo,  by  the  present  constitution 
of  that  State,  to  every  free  white  male  citizen. 

In  North  Carolina,  I  understand  that  they 
still  vote  at  elections.  In  Pennsylvania,  there 
have  been  instances  of  their  voting,  but  they 
are  seldom.  In  several  of  the  New  Enghmd 
States  they  exercise  this  right,  and  did  so  in 
chooung  the  delegates  who  formed  the  Federal. 
Oonstitution.  In  Massachusetts,  and  in  the' 
State  of  New  York  in  particular,  they  enjov  the 
acknowledged  and  uninterrupted  right  of  suf- 
frage ;  and  the  constitutions  of  these  States  are 
both  antecedent  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  question  might  be  very 
safely  rested  on  the  correctness  of  the  opinions 
entertained  in  these  two  respectable  States  on 
the  subject  The  situation  of  the  black  people 
in  these  States  was  known  anterior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  at  the  time  of  tiie  admowledgment  of 
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oar  independoQoe ;  they  were  of  oourse  the  heet 
espable  of  judging,  and  were  the  onlj  persons 
who  had  the  right  to  judge  whether  these  free 
people  were  emhraced  in  the  general  terms  of 
their  oonstitntions. 

Whea  our  different  oonstitntions  were  formed, 
this  dass  of  people  lived  among  na,  not  in  the 
diaracter  of  foreigners;  they  were  connected 
with  no  other  nation — this  was  their  native 
ooontry,  and  aa  dear  to  them  as  to  ns.  Thou- 
sands of  them  were  free  bom,  and  they  com- 
posed a  part  of  the  people  in  the  several  States. 
They  were  identified  with  the  nation,  and  its 
wealth  consisted,  in  part,  of  their  labor.  They 
had  fooght  for  their  country,  and  were  riffhte- 
cndy  inolnded  in  the  principles  of  the  Dedara- 
tion  of  Independence.  This  was  their  condition 
when  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  was 
framed,  and  that  high  instrument  does  not  cast 
tiie  least  ahade  of  doubt  upon  any  of  their  rights 
or  privilegee;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  may 
dttUenge  gentlemen  to  examine  it,  with  all  the 
ahOity  ^ey  are  capable  o^  and  see  if  it  con- 
taina  a  single  expression  that  deprives  them  of 
any  privileges  that  is  bestowed  on  others. 

Thej  have  a  right  to  pursue  their  own  happi- 
ness, in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  other  class  of 
people.  Their  situation  is  similar  to  others,  in 
rdatian  to  the  acquirement  of  property,  and 
the  various  pursuits  of  industry.  They  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  rights  of  religion  and  protec- 
tioQ,  and  are  subjected  to  the  same  punishments. 
They  are  enumerated  in  the  census.  They  can 
be  taxed,  and  made  liable  to  militia  duty ;  they 
are  denied  none  of  the  privileges  contained  in 
the  bOl  of  rights;  and,  although  many  of  these 
advantages  are  allowed  to  a  stranger,  during  his 
temporary  residence,  yet  in  no  one  instance  is 
a  &ie  native  Uack  man  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

When  they  enjoy  all  these  rights,  dvil  and 
religions,  equally  with  the  white  people ;  and 
wh^  they  all  flow  from  the  same  constitutions 
snd  laws,  without  any  especial  designation  or 
reference  to  them,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  learn 
upon  what  principle  any  right  can  be  sin^^ed 
out,  as  one  of  which  they  are  to  be  deprived. 

I  appeal  to  the  public  transactions  in  this 
country,  to  the  different  constitutions,  and  to 
ibe  laws,  for  the  correctness  of  this  position ; 
that,  whenever  exceptions  are  intended  to  be 
made  in  regard  to  this  class  of  people,  that  it 
requires  express  provisions  for  the  purpose.  It 
Is  said  that  they  are  not  witnesses  in  some 
Slates ;  but  it  requires  a  particular  law  to  ren- 
der them  incompetent  to  give  testimony. 

As  <nl3zenship  has  not  been  defined  in  any  of 
the  conventions,  or  by  any  of  the  wise  assem- 
blages of  men  in  this  country,  it  would  be  rash 
in  me  to  attempt  to  give  any  thing  like  a  confi- 
dent definition ;  but,  if  bein^  a  native,  and  free 
bom,  and  of  parents  belongmg  to  no  other  na- 
tion or  tribe,  does  not  constitute  a  dtizen  in 
this  country,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what 
manner  dtizenship  is  acquired  by  birth.  This 
would  he  broader  than  necessary  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  as  it  would  exclude  the  children 


of  manumitted  slaves.  In  England,  from  whence 
we  adopt  many  of  our  customs,  the  sons  of  aliens 
are  deemed  natives ;  though  tne  case  is  said  to 
be  different  in  many  other  countries. 

When  a  foreigner  is  naturalized,  he  is  only 
put  in  the  place  of  a  native  freeman.  This  is 
the  gei^eral  idea  of  naturalization. 

The  word  citizen,  in  its  original  sense,  I  be- 
lieve, only  meant  a  free  person  of  a  city ;  it  had 
no  application  here  untd  after  our  independ- 
ence; and  then  it  had  to  be  accommodated 
to  the  customary  and  peculiar  character  of 
our  complex  ^stem.  In  our  political  accep- 
tation of  the  word,  it  differs  in  theory  and 
origin  frt>m  allegiance;  that  was  a  feudal 
connection,  acknowledging  the  distinction  of  su- 
perior and  inferior;  it  was  a  spedes  of  slavish 
tenure.  But  dtizenship  is  rather  in  the  nature 
of  a  compact,  expressly  or  tadtly  made ;  it  is  a 
political  tie,  and  the  mutual  obligations  arecon« 
tribution  and  protection. 

If  our  free  black  population  should  be  irn* 
pressed  in  a  foreign  port,  iiow  could  we  redress 
the  wrong  if  we  have  no  political  connection 
with  them,  if  they  do  not  belong  to  our  politi- 
cal family  ?  Previous  to  the  Revolution  they 
were  British  subjects,  and  they  were  dissolved 
from  any  further  connection  with  that  nation  at 
the  same  time  with  the  white  people ;  and  it 
would  be  exceedingly  strange,  if,  from  that  mo- 
ment, they  ceased  to  be  connected  with  any 
political  society.  Oases  are  familiar  where  they 
assume  not  only  the  appearance,  but  the  reality 
of  citizenship.  If  they  should  engage  in  com- 
merce, none  of  the  regulations,  as  to  foreignersi 
would  be 'applicable  to  them.  Oan  there  exist 
any  doubt  as  to  their  capacity  of  sustaining 
actions  in  the  Federal  courts  in  the  character  of 
dtizensf  But  all  our  researches  on  this  sub- 
ject aun  prmdpally  at  one  object;  it  is  to  as- 
certain what  was  l^e  opinion  of  the  patriots  of 
this  country,  at  an  early  day,  respecting  this 

Question.  This  is  a  fountain,  when  reached, 
iiat  cannot  deceive  us ;  and,  in  looking  into  the 
ancient  records  of  this  Qovemment,  we  find 
that  this  very  question  attracted  attention,  and 
received  a  solemn  decision.  The  fourth  artide 
of  the  Oonfederation  reads  as  follows:  ^^Ihe 
better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the 
different  States  in  the  Union,  the  free  inhabit- 
ants of  each  of  these  States — paupers,  vagi^ 
bonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice  excepte^^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  free  dtizens  in  the  several  States."  This 
language  indudes  every  free  inhabitant  whether 
black  or  white,  and  dothes  him  with  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  dtizen ;  and  that  tMs  was  the  actual 
intention  appears  from  the  minutes  taken  when 
the  Oonfederation  was  agreed  to,  (first  volume 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat^  page  26.) 
When  the  fourth  artide  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  delegates  from  South  Carolina  being 
called,  moved  the  following  amendments  in  be- 
half of  their  State:  1.  In  article  fourth,  be- 
tween the  words  free  inhabitants,  insert  whiU 
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— passed  in  the  negative,  ayes,  2,  noes  -8,  and 
one  State  divided.  It  was  then  moved,  after 
the  words  *'  the  several  States,"  to  insert,  ^  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  sach  States  respectively," 
for  the  government  of  their  own  free  white  in- 
habitants, passed  in  the  negative — ayes  2,  noes 
8,  and  one  State  divided — and  in  the  Jonrnals 
of  Congress,  in  1788,  we  are  famished  with  the 
opiiuon  of  Congress,  on  this  snbject,  in  terms 
equally  clear  and  explicit,  when  it  was  resolved, 
with  die  exception  of  two  States,  one  of  which 
was  divided,  that  all  charges  ^'of  war  and  all 
the  expenses  that  have  been  or  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
&0.,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treas- 
ury, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of 
white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  sex,  and  condition,"  &c. 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  expressly  that  there 
were  other  free  citizens  besides  white  citizens. 
If  this  will  not  convince  gentlemen  that  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  were,  from  early  times, 
considered  as  citizens,  and  composed  a  part  of 
the  people  who  chose  the  delegates  to  frame  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  me 
to  urge  the  matter  any  further. 

I  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
manumitted  slaves.  Among  the  Eomans,  as  it 
appears  from  Cooper's  Justinian,  there  were 
three  grades;  the  first  dass  of  their  freemen 
were  entitled  to  tlie  pri^eges  of  Eoman  citi- 
zens ;  the  other  two  classes  were  only  allowed 
the  enjoyment  of  inferi(»r  rights.  What  would 
be  the  condition  of  a  manumitted  slave,  in  this 
country,  where  the  equal  rights  of  man  are  more 
highly  appreciated  than  in  any  other  nation,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say. 

In  England,  also,  slight  circumstances  were 
caught  at  to  effect  the  enfranchisement  of  per- 
sons held  in  villanage— such  as  the  master  bring- 
ing an  action  agsSnst  his  villain,  which  was 
construed  to  be  the  putting  of  him  on  an  equal 
footing  with  himsel£  The  idea  that  a  free 
colored  man,  if  a  citizen,  would  be  eligible  to 
any  office,  however  elevated,  seems  irreconcil- 
able to  the  impressions  of  some  gentlemen. 
But  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  is  an  event 
that  has  never  occurred  in  States  where  they 
are  acknowledge  to  be  citizens.  The  maimers 
and  practical  distinctions  in  private  life,  which 
are  observed  between  the  white  and  the  blabk 
people,  will  form  a  barrier,  in  this  respect,  as 
insurmountable  as  if  ingrafted  in  the  constitution 
itself;  and  no  danger  need  be  feared  that  there 
will  be  any  other  commixture  of  commnnity 
than  we  see  at  present.  There  are  thousands 
of  white  people  who  have  no  better  chance  of 
being  placed  in  ofBice.  I  would  not  wish  to  see 
a  practice  prevail  of  putting  them  in  situations 
that  would  create  anv  disagreeable  or  unpleas- 
ant sensations ;  but  tnis  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  allowed  the  practical  enjoyment 
of  such  rights  of  citizenship  as  our  customs  and 
habits  may  approve  of  as  suitable  to  their  con- 
dition. 


It  is,  however,  wholly  unnecessary,  on  this 
occasion,  to  trouble  ourselves  in  drawing  nice 
Hues  of  distinction  as  to  the  propriety  or  power 
of  abridging  the  common  rights  in  regard  to  this 
class  of  people ;  for  no  one  can  gravely  accede 
to  the  proposition,  that  a  citizen  can  be  denied 
the  privilege  of  residing  on  the  soil  of  his  citi- 
zenship, when  he  has  committed  no  offence; 
that  he  can  be  held  in  a  state  of  exile  without 
being  branded  with  any  mark  of  disgrace. 


TuxsDAT,  December  12. 
Miaaauri, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  for  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Mssouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  soliciting  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  sincere  regret,  which  none 
can  feel  more  deeply,  that  the  odious  Missouri 
question  should  ever  have  been  revived.  Alter 
die  discussion  at  the  last  session,  after  the  ex- 
citement it  had  occasioned  in  this  House  and  in 
the  nation ;  after  the  deliberate  decision  of  the 
National  Legislature,  connected  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  honorable  compromise,  calculated  at 
once  to  allay  public  agitation  and  reconcile  con- 
flicting views,  and  fully  and  fairly  executed 
upon  one  side,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  it 
was  at  least  to  be  desired  that  it  would  be  the 
wish,  as,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  is  the  duty, 
of  everv  friend  of  his  country,  that  this  subject 
should  nave  been  put  forever  at  rest ;  and  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  mingling  their  interests 
and  feelings  with  those  of  the  other  States^ 
should  have  been  permitted  quietly  to  take 
their  station  in  our  NationeJ  Confederacy.  But 
it  seems  that  all  these  expectations  are  iUosory, 
and  that  the  ordinary  course  of  public  business 
is  again  to  be  interrupted  by  tiie  agitation  of  a 
subject,  which,  I  fear,  cannot  lead  to  any  prof- 
itable result. 

I  admit,  with  the  gentlemnn  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  second  in  this  debate,  (Mr. 
Sbroeakt,)  that  the  subject  has  assumed  a  dif- 
ferent^ though  an  important  form ;  but  it  stiU 
appears  to  me  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  old 
question,  and  that  its  importance  is  derived 
much  more  from  its  effects  upon  the  national 
tranquillity  and  the  interests  of  our  white  popu- 
lation, than  that  dass  of  persons  whose  rights 
are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  the  Missouri 
constitution ;  who,  as  I  believe  I  ^all  be  able 
to  show,  have  little  interest  in  the  matter. 

I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  feel  no  inclina- 
tion to  prolong  the  discussion  upon  so  unpleas- 
ant a  subject  beyond  that  which  every  one 
must  feel,  to  prevent  any  misconception  of  his 
course;  and  the  best  apoWy,  perhaps,  for  en- 
gaging their  attention  at  all,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  contrariety  of  views  by  which  gentlemen 
who  think  with  me  have  been  conducted  to  tlie 
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nnlt.  I  do  not  advert  to  this  circnmstanoe 
with  tJie  least  intention  of  nnderyaluing  the 
ttlgoments  of  those  who  eigoT  so  deservedly 
the  respect  of  this  Hoase  and  the  oonntry ;  bat 
it  iriU  always  happen  in  the  first  agitation  of 
great  ooDstitational  qnestions^  inyolving  the 
principles  upon  which  the  institutions  of  the 
GoTemment  are  founded,  that  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons may  lead  diflEerent  miads  to  a  similar  con- 
ehunon;  and  when  I  feel  it  my  daty  to  avow 
that,  I  do  not  rely  npon  all  the  gronnds  taken 
bj  other  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  resola- 
tioa,  I  desire  to  be  understood  as  saying  no 
more  than  that  they  have  not  the  same  weight 
vith  me  that  tJiey  appear  to  have  had  with 
othera. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Ifissouri  is  not,  at 
prasent,  a  State  of  this  Union;  and  I  am  equally 
dear,  tiiat  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of 
Congees  to  examine  the  constitution  whidi 
has  been  submitted  to  us ;  and,  if  it  be  found 
Kpogn^nt  to  the  principles  of  the  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States,  r^use  to  admit  the  State 
into  the  Union.  No  State  can  of  right  claim 
to  be  admitted  a  member  unless  her  frame  of 
goTerament  is  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
the  oonfederacy  of  which  she  seeks  to  be  a  part. 
This  was  the  doctrine  for  which  I  contended 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  House  at 
the  last  session,  and  I  have  seen  no  cause  since 
to  change  my  opinion.  I  have,  therefore,  ex- 
amined the  oonstitution  of  Missouri,  and  am 
satisfied  that  it  is  republican^  and  not  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stetes. 

It  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
eoDstltation  of  Missouri  is  republican.  To  deny 
it  this  duffacter  because  it  does  not  prohibit 
shivery,  would  be  to  pronounce  the  constitu- 
tions of  all  the  original  States  in  the  Union,  and 
that  of  the  United  States,  anti-  republican.  Nor 
dioold  it  be  forgotten,  that,  as  it  respects  the 
sUves,  in  regard  to  wnom  the  proceedings  of 
the  kst  session  offered  some  admonition,  its 
ptorisions  are  both  libend  and  humane ;  con- 
ferring upon  this  unhappy  dass  of  persons 
greater  rights,  and  guarding  them  with  bettor 
seeorities,  than  they  eigoy  in  any  State  in  the 
Union  in  which  they  exist. 

The  only  objection  which  is  taken  to  the 
erastitntion,  is  founded  on  that  article  which 
provides  that  ^*  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mnlattoes  from  ooming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
8tate^  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  It 
shoold  here  be  remarked,  that  the  Missouri 
Convention  ooold  derive  no  lesson  upon  this 
nlyect  from  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session, 
wUch,  professing  only  to  close  the  territory 
ijBsinst  davee,  could  not  be  construed  into  ade- 
■gn  to  open  it  for  free  negroes.  In  announcing 
t^  course,  too,  the  convention  have  proposed 
merely  to  model  their  municipal  policy  after 
that  of  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
and  of  thoee  subsequentiy  admitted,  dictated,  as 
I  believe,  by  no  improper  temper,  but  rather  by 


the  danger  of  an  influx  of  this  class  of  persons 
from  thes*Southern  part  of  the  continent,  who 
alone  would  be  likely  to  go  there.  If  this 
policy  be  right  in  the  old  Stetes,  it  cannot  be 
wrong  in  Missouri.  We  cannot  charge  Mis- 
souri with  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
without  pronouncing  the  same  judgment  upon 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact ;  and  I  shall 
not  be  readily  persuaded  of  the  unsoundness  of 
a  doctrine  which  has  regulated  the  practice  of 
the  Stete  and  General  Governments,  ever  since 
their  organization ;  nor  will  I  hastily  pronounce 
the  laws  of  half  the  Stetes  in  the  Union  uncon- 
stitutional and  void. 

But,  I  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly, 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  objectionable 
provision ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  remarlL  first,  that 
of  itself,  it  is  entirely  inoperative.  It  does  not 
infiinge  the  rights  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
nor  does  it  prohibit  any  f^  negro  from  emi- 
grating to  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  is  direc- 
tory merely  to  the  Legislature  to  do  so,  and, 
until  they  have  made  it  by  their  enactment,  no 
prohibition  does,  or  can  exist  It  is  not,  nor 
can  it  be  Imown,  t^at  the  Legislature  will  ever 
pass  such  a  law ;  if  the  direction  be  unconstitu- 
tional, they  never  can.  K  they  should,  the  law, 
and  not  the  constitution,  would  create  the  pro- 
hibition; unless  the  Legislature  should  derive 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  from  this  provision. 
But,  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that  this  clause 
confers  on  the  Legislature  any  new  or  greater 
power  than  they  would  possess  without  it.  In 
governments  not  republican,  the  legislative  is 
the  supreme  power ;  in  those  which  are  repub- 
lican, the  supreme  power  is  in  the  people ;  and 
under  our  system,  therefore,  the  constitutions 
abridge,  rather  than  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
legislative  department.  The  provision,  then, 
instead  of  conferring  new  power,  directs  the 
Legblature  to  exert  a  power  already  in  them, 
independent  of  the  constitution,  and  depending 
for  its  efficacy  in  no  degree  upon  the  authority 
of  the  constitution.  If  this  clause  confers  no 
new  power,  so  it  imposes  no  additional  obliga- 
tion upon  the  Legislature ;  it  directs  the  exer- 
cise of  a  leg^ative  function,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  right  to  exercise  it  exists,  and  that 
it  may  be  rightfully  employed.  It  does  not  re-  - 
quire  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  law,  per  f<u  ^ 
out  n^as^  right  or  wrong ;  but  to  do  so  if  they 
can  consistently  with  their  constitutional  obli- 
gations. In  referring  the  subject  to  legislative 
interposition,  the  convention  could  have  de- 
signed nothing  else,  than  that  it  should  act 
under  the  same  responsibilities,  and  with  the 
same  regard  to  motives  of  Stete  and  general 
policy  as  in  other  cases.  They  could  not  have 
made  it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass 
the  law  at  all  evente,  for  this  would  have  been 
requiring  them  to  violate  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  Stetes,  which  their  oaths,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  bound  them  to  support. 
Besides,  if  it  had  been  the  design  to  enact  the 
prohibition  without  regard  to  constitutional  re- 
strainte;  or  to  abridge  legislative  discretion,  the 


42 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R] 


MittQwri  State  C(nutitiawit--CitUauk^  qff)ree  Cohred  Penom.        [DBCEaiBiES,  1820. 


conyention,  themfielves.  would  have  ingrafted 
it  apon  their  work,  and  not  have  referred  it  to 
the  L^gialatnre.  The  injonotions  of  the  oonven- 
tion  in  matters  of  legimative  cognizance  must 
always  be  subservient  to  the  higher  duties  of 
the  legislator,  the  first  of  which  is  to  pass  no 
law  repuCTant  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  direction  in  question,  therefore, 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  that  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  originate  the  system,  provided  they 
shall  deem  it  compatible  with  ike  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

If^  therefore,  this  clause  neither  enlarges  the 
power,  nor  increases  the  obligations  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  the  power  of  the  State 
in  relation  to  the  General  Government,  and  the 
checks  and  balances  of  the  latter,  are  the  same 
as  I^Qj  would  be  independent  of  it;  and  if  the 
relation  of  the  State  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  rights  of  the  persons  to  be  affected  by  it 
are  the  same  wheuier  the  clause  be  in  or  out 
of  the  constitution,  the  Legislature  will  act,  if 
at  all,  at  the  same  peril,  and  under  the  same 
restraints,  as  thougn  it  did  not  exist,  and  it 
would  be  the  law  and  not  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  would  be  repugnant  to  the  Oon- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  if  either  could 
be.  How  then  can  we  say,  that  a  clause  of  a 
nature  perfectly  nugatory,  possessing  no  legal 
force  or  operation,  which  confers  no  additional 
power,  nor  creates  any  new  obligation,  but  directs 
a  legislative  interference  sul^ect  to  the  higher 
control  of  the  institutions  of  the  General  Uov- 
emment,  can  be  unconstitutional  ? 

If  this  olause  do  not  violate  the  oonstitution, 
it  is  not  possible  for  Congress  to  anticipate  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  pros- 
pectively to  pronounce  it  void,  much  less  can 
we  act  upon  such  a  supposition.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  this  clause  were  not  in  the  consti- 
tution, but  that  Congress  had  reason  to  believe, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Missouri  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  similar  law ;  could  Congress  re- 
quire from  them,  as  the  terms  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  a  stipulation,  that  no 
such  law  should  ever  be  passed?  Clearly  not ; 
for  this  would  not  only  be  drawing  to  Congress 
the  judicial  power  of  revising  State  laws,  which 
they  never  can  possess,  but  it  would  amount  to 
i  a  condition  tying  up  the  functions  of  the  Legis^ 
lature,  and  denying  it  the  same  powers  wmch 
have  been  actually  exerted  by  the  other  States. 
Sir,  as  it  regards  the  municipal  laws  of  the 
States,  Congress  must  always  rely  upon  the 
sound  legal  discretion  of  the  State  Legislature 
not  to  pass  unconstitutional  acts,  and  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  the  national  judiciary, 
to  avoid  them  if  they  should.  With  regard  to 
the  present  States  we  have  no  other  reUance, 
and  we  need  no  other. 

And  why,  sir,  do  we  fear  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  more  than  we  do  those  of  the  other 
States!  We  have  stipulated  to  admit  these 
people  into  the  Union,  and,  widiing  to  avoid 
our  obligation,  we  refuse  to  execute  it,  because 
we  are  pleased  to  suspect  that  at  some  future 


time  their  Legislature  may  pass  a  law,  which 
we  choose  to  determine  would  be  unconsti- 
tutional! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  clause  in  the 
Missouri  constitution  be  considered  as  making 
it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
conformable  to  its  terms,  is  its  compatibility 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
irreconciliftble  ?  The  clause  in  the  latter  instru- 
ment yrith  which  it  is  supposed  to  be  in  con- 
flict, provides^  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  inmiuni- 
ties  of  citizens  in  the  several  States.^^  Now,  on 
this  supposition,  I  do  not  require  gentlemen  to 
refer  this  question  to  the  judiciary,  for  I  am 
prepared  to  decide  it  for  myself;  but,  I  ask 
them,  when  they  attempt  its  interpretation 
here,  to  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  of  con- 
struction by  whidi  the  Judiciary  would  decide, 
if  it  were  before  them.  If  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri possess  any  power  over  the  subject-mat- 
ter to  which  the  provision  relates,  then  it  is  not 
altogether  void ;  it  is  in  part  at  least  good,  and 
we  must  give  it  a  construction  whidi  will  re- 
concile the  powers  of  the  State  with  those  of 
the  General  Gk>vernment;  otherwise,  we  should 
deny  to  the  State  the  power  of  acting  at  all,  lest 
it  mjght  transcend  its  proper  sphere. 

It  must  be  conceded,  sir,  that  if  there  are  any 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  who  are  citizens  of 
any  State,  yet  that  the  great  majority  of  this 
claias  of  persons  in  the  United  States  are  citizens 
of  no  State.  As  to  these,  by  &r  the  greatest 
number,  the  power  of  Missouri  is  complete; 
their  emigration  to  the  State  may  be  constitu- 
tionally prohibited,  and,  so  &r  as  it  may  operate 
upon  them,  the  clause  is  good.  Missouri,  then, 
has  the  undeniable  right  to  prevent  "'  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  "  from  settling  within  her 
State ;  and,  in  order  to  give  any  color  to  the 
objection,  gentiemen  are  obliged  to  assert  that 
the  clause  excludes  all  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes, including  citiz^hs  of  the  several  States. 
If  SOssouri  had  nq  power  to  prevent  any  f^ 
negroes  from  going  there,  the  olause  might  be 
bad;  but  she  is  admitted  to  possess  sumcient 
power  to  fill  up  the  plain  literal  soope  of  the 
clause ;  and  it  can  never  be  bad,  unless  the  Leg- 
islature exceed  even  the  limits  of  the  injunc- 
tion. Is  it  fair  to  presume  that  the  Legislature 
will  do  so,  where  they  have  neither  a  legal  nor 
moral  obligation  to  urge  them  forward,  but 
have  both  to  help  them  back? 

It  is  our  duty,  moreover,  sir,  to  give  to  the 
words  of  the  clause  that  sense  in  which  they 
are  usually  employed  in  aU  parts  of  the  country, 
and  by  men  of  all  classes ;  and  in  that  sense 
they  import,  ex  vi  termini^  that  class  of  colored 
people  who  are  neither  slaves  nor  citizens.  In 
a  country  where  there  are  slaves  who  can  be- 
come citizens,  the  middle  condition  of  a  man 
passing  from  slavery  to  citizenship,  can  be  no 
otherwise  designated  than  by  the  terms  here 
employed,  since  his  freedom  does  not  neces- 
sarily import  citizenship.  When  we  speak  of  a 
negro  slave,  we  mean  one  who  owes  a  lasting 
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eerrioe  to  a  niASter;  when  we  speak  of  a  free 
negro,  we  refer  to  him  who  has  been  set  free 
bjr  his  master ;  and  the  appellation  of  citizen 
belongs  to  a  higher  condition  and  ftiller  rights. 
If  we  design  to  discriminate  between  citizens 
of  different  color,  we  shonld  nse  the  terms 
white  citizens^  or  black  or  negro  citizens,  which 
bare,  I  confess,  to  mj  ear  at  leasts  the  sonnd 
of  norelty.  In  oommon  parlance,  therefore,  we 
use  the  term  free  negro  in  contradistinction 
both  to  slayes  and  citizens,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  freedman  among  the  Romans  denoted  the 
middle  condition  between  the  bondman  and  the 
Roman  citizen.  The  convention  of  Missouri 
ooold  not  hare  nsed  the  terms  in  any  other 
sense,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
their  principal  design  was  to  exclude  this  class 
of  people,  of  idle  and  dissolute  habits,  upon 
their  Southern  and  Eastern  borders,  who  are 
confessedly  not  citizens^  and  known  only  as  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  rather  than  those  in  the 
Korthem  and  Eastern  States,  who,  it  cannot  be 
opposed,  will  be  likely  ever  to  wander  into 
tins  Western  region.  But  as  this  part  of  the 
sabiect  has  been  pressed  more  in  detail,  and 
with  greater  ability  than  I  could  hope  to  em- 
ploy, I  wiU  say  no  more  in  regard  to  it  than 
thai,  while  there  is  a  sound,  le^  rational  con- 
struction at  hand,  which  reconciles  the  con- 
stitntion  of  Missouri  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  bound  in  a  fair  performance  of 
oar  en^gagements  to  adopt  it,  ratiier  than  dill- 

rtly  to  hunt  after  some  technical  objection 
,  irhidi  we  ayoid  the  one^  under  the  pretext 
of  obeying  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Speake^  these  are  not  the  princi- 
pal views  which  I  design  to  submit;  I  confess 
that  the  great  ground  upon  whi(^  my  opinion 
isfoaned  ia,  that  the  fr^e  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes in  the  United  States  are  not  that  descrip- 
tion of  citazena  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  as  entitled  to  Federal 

Xil^tSL 

1  do  not  mean,  nr,  to  deny  that  these  people 
hare  certnn  rights.  I  admit  they  have  many ; 
and  these  I  would  cherish,  and,  when  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  enlarge. 
But  their  rights  are  of  a  local  nature,  dependent 
upon  the  gratuitous  &vor  of  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  liable  to  be  curtailed 
or  enlarged  by  those  authorities ;  they  are  lim- 
ited to  uie  State  granting  theni,  and  confer  no 
daim  to  similar  privileges  and  immunities 
porely  federal  Glentlemen  must  not  only  show 
that  a  f^ee  negro  may  be  admitted  to  the  en- 
joyment of  some  rights  of  citizenship  in  a  par- 
ticalar  State^  but  they  must  also  show  that  he 
is  of  that  description  of  **  citizen  "  to  whom  the 
constitution  meant  to  guarantee  equal  rights  in 
erery  State.  The  State  authority  may  confer 
the  xi^t  of  dtizenahip  within  their  State  upon 
aBena  and  Indians;  but  it  was  never  imagined 
that  they  would  dierefore  be  the  subjects  of 
federal  rights.  Nor  could  the  constitution  have 
Intended  to  refer  to  any  description  of  persons 
vhote  privileges  were  matters  of  grace  from  the 


local  municipality.  For  I  take  it  to  be  clear, 
that  no  person  can  claim  federal  immunities 
who  cannot  daim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  in  the  State  of  which  he 
is  a  resident.  A  consideration  of  tlie  nature  ol 
citizenship  and  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Union,  will  show  that  the  free  negroes  in  oui 
country  have  no  such  pretensions.  An  inat- 
tention to  the  distinction  here  taken,  has  led  to 
great  misapprehension  throughout  the  argu- 
ment Gentlemen  have  seen  some  few  of  these 
people  voting  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  States, 
and  have  seized  upon  this  circumstance  as  con- 
clusive evidence  of  citizenship,  without  reflect' 
ing  that,  as  a  political  right,  it  is  the  conse- 
quence rather  than  the  characterislio  of  citizen- 
ship, and  may  depend  upon  the  precarious  ten- 
ure of  the  local  legislature,  which,  if  it  pleased 
so  to  order,  might  deprive  a  real  citizen  of  the 
right  of  voting,  whOe  at  the  same  time  it  should 
confer  it  upon  an  aUen  who  could  clum  none 
of  the  essential  rights  which  characterize  a 
citizen. 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  definition  of  a  citizen, 
as  ^ven  by  the  honorable  sentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  my  left,  (Mr.  Babboub,)  who  has 
spoken  with  so  much  ability,  and  left  I  fear 
little  for  me  to  add.  I  believe  that  his  defini- 
tion will  be  found,  in  all  its  prominent  parts,  to 
be  fhlly  supported  by  the  best  authors  upon  the 
subject,  as  well  as  the  reason  of  the  case.  I 
take  it,  sir,  that  a  person,  to  be  a  '^citizen'* 
under  our  Government,  must  be  a  member  of 
the  Gwil  community,  and  entitled  as  matter  of 
right  to  equal  advantages  in  that  community. 
Hjs  rights  result  from  his  association  with  it^ 
and  of  which  nothins  short  of  his  own  will  or 
misconduct  can  deprive  him.  They  are  rights 
independent  of  the  political  power,  and  inalien- 
able. They  were  anterior  to  the  community, 
were  carried  into  it,  and  their  preservation 
formed  the  great  object  of  the  assodation. 
They  may  be  modified,  but  cannot  be  destroyed, 
by  the  political  power  of  the  society.  A  State, 
for  instance,  may  regulate  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  extend  it  to  sndi  only  of  its  members  as 
possess  a  freehold  property ;  but  it  could  not 
extend  it  to  one  freeholder  and  not  to  another; 
much  less  could  it  sav  that  a  citizen  should  not 
acquire  a  freehold ;  for  it  is  the  inherent  right 
of  every  citizen  to  exert  his  mental  and  physi- 
cal powers  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  for 
the  acquisition  of  property,  and  to  have  his  ac- 
quisitions protected.  Our  political  system  is 
rounded  upon  this  principle  of  equal  rights  in 
the  members  of  the  community,  and  any  State 
regulation  whidi  should  interfere  with  them, 
would  be  unconstitutionaL  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  those  only  are  ^  dtizens  "  who  can 
claim  these  advantages  as  a  matter  of  right : 
all  others,  and  those  whose  privileges  depend 
upon  the  grace  or  favor  of  the  local  authority, 
fall  under  the  denomination  of  inhabitants  and 
aliens,  holding  their  rights  at  the  will  of  the 
Government  under  whi<^  they  live.  Upon  a 
subject  on  which  so  great  a  variety  of  opinion 
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has  been  entertained,  I  praj  to  be  indnlged  in 
referring  to  an  authority  in  support  of  the  ex- 
position I  am  pursuing.  It  is  remarked  by 
Vdttely  who,  in  this  respect,  follows  €frotiu»^ 
that  ^*The  citizens  are  the  members  of  the 
civil  society.  Bound  to  this  society  by  certain 
duties,  and  subject  to  its  authority,  they  equally 
participate  in  its  adyantages.  The  natives  are 
those  bom  in  the  couulxy  of  those  who  are 
citizens.  In  order  to  be  of  the  country,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  person  be  bom  of  a  jfother  who 
is  a  citizen." 

'^The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citi- 
zens, are  strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle 
and  stay  in  the  country.  Bound  by  their  resi- 
dence to  the  society,  they  are  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  State  while  they  reside  there,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  defend  it,  because  it  grants 
them  protection,  though  they  do  not  partici- 
pate in  all  the  rights  of  citizens.  They  enjoy 
only  the  advantages  which  the  laws  or  customs 
give  them." 

"The  perpetual  inhabitants  are  those  who 
have  received  the  right  of  perpetual  residence. 
These  are  a  kind  of  citizen  of  an  inferior  order, 
and  are  united  and  subject  to  the  society  with- 
out participation  in  all  its  advantages.  Their 
children  follow  the  condition  of  their  &thers,"  &c. 

Of  the  two  last  of  these  classes,  I  consider 
the  Indians  and  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  of 
the  United  States.  The  "laws  and  custom" 
nowhere  give  them  the  right  of  participating  in 
all  the  advantages  of  society.  Their  actual  ad- 
vantages vary  in  almost  every  State ;  in  some 
they  are  deidt  out  more  liberally;  in  others 
with  a  sparing  hand;  in  none  are  they  com- 
plete. In  some  States  they  cannot  be  witness 
against  the  whites ;  in  others  they  cannot  be 
jurors ;  in  none  are  they  allowed  to  hold  offices 
or  to  intermarry  with  the  whites — ^a  circum- 
stance to  which  I  shall  more  particularly  ad- 
vert hereafter.  If  they  were  citizens,  these 
disabilities  could  not  lie  imposed  upon  them, 
but  for  some  personal  defect.  The  real  tmth 
is,  sir,  that  they  are  nowhere  considered  as 
members  of  the  civil  society,  but  as  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  holding  their  rights  at  the  will 
of  the  local  authority. 

It  was  competent  in  the  original  formation 
of  the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union, 
to  admit  into  the  association,  or  to  exclude 
from  it,  any  description  of  persons  whatsoever. 
Every  one  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  first  settlement  of  these  States 
must  know  that  the  association  was  of  white 
people — ^Europeans  and  their  descendants.  The 
idea  of  a  mixture  was  at  no  time  tolerated ; 
even  the  aboriginal  Indians  were  not  received 
as  a  competent  part  of  the  civil  or  political 
community;  but  the  country  was  settled, 
and  the  society  formed,  by  a  white  popu- 
lation. It  was  essentially  a  white  community. 
In  its  origin  the  black  population  could  have 
formed  no  part  of  it,  and  throughout  its  progress 
the  invincible  barrier  to  a  mixture  of  white 
and  black,  and  the  positive  regulations  of  so- 


ciety, have  perpetually  excluded  them.  They 
could  not,  ther^ore,  upon  the  principles  of  the 
association,  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
entitled  to  equal  rights. 

The  African  race  came  to  the  oountiy 
posterior  to  the  whites,  and  their  original  con- 
dition most  unhappilv  was  that  of  slaves.  As 
such,  they  were  dearly  without  the  pale  of  the 
society ;  and  it  is  equally  dear  that  they  never 
could  be  admitted  within  it  afterwards,  unless 
by  some  positive  law,  or  by  long  usage  and 
custom.  They  never  nave  been  admitted  by 
either.  In  Pennsylvania,  and  many  other 
States,  they  were  expressly  exduded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  naturalization  laws  existing  in 
the  States,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Fe^sral 
Constitution. 

Where  is  there  any  positive  institution  pro- 
viding for  their  incorporation  into  the  dvQ 
community,  or  extending  to  them  equal  rights! 
Where  is  the  State  in  the  Union  in  which  it  is 
declared,  by  positive  enactment,  that  free  ne- 
groes shall  be  entitled  to  claim  all  the  rights  of 
citizens,  and  be  entitled  "equally  to  partidpate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  civil"  or  politicsl 
"  society  ? "  I  never  heard  that  there  was  one^ 
The  act  of  emancipation  cannot  have  this  effect, 
unless  it  should  be  so  declared  by  some  express 
statutory  provision.  Emancipation  is  the  mere 
act  of  the  owner ;  it  is  merely  a  rdinquishment 
of  his  claim  to  the  services  of  the  negro ;  it 
gives  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  owner,  a  dngle  individual,  by 
any  act  of  his,  to  constitute  him  a  dtizen. 
This  must  be  the  work  of  the  society  at  large. 
There  cannot  be  a  stronger  illustration  of  tUs, 
than  that  the  right  and  form  of  fhe  manumia- 
sion  of  slaves  is  everywhere  a  matter  of  State 
regnlation;  under  which  they  confer  on  the 
manumitt^  slaves  only  the  rights  of  free  ne- 
groes, not  of  citizens,  distinguishing  between 
the  two  conditions,  and  creating  a  Bability  on 
the  owner  to  support  the  negro,  &  at  any  p^od 
of  his  life  he  should  become  unable  to  support 
himself.  This  would  never  be,  if  by  the  act  of 
manumission  the  negro  were  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  a  dtizen,  for  in  that  case  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  society  at  large  to  provide  for 
his  age  and  infirmities,  and  they  would  have 
no  power  to  impose  the  obligation  exdusively 
upon  the  owner.  It  is  because  he  can  neither 
incorporate  wit^,  nor  attain  to  any  rank  in  the 
sodetv,  whereby  his  means  and  inducements  to 
provide  for  himself  are  diminished,  that  the 
owner  is  not  suffered  to  oast  him  loose  upon 
the  community  without  becoming  responsible 
for  his  maintenance.  Sir,  the  doctrine  is  con- 
firmed by  the  eiroerience  of  all  history. 

When  Mr.  MoLane  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  MAT.LAHy,  of  Vermont  observed,  that  be 
was  conscious  of  his  small  claims  to  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  presented  his 
views  on  the  subject  which  engaged  its  atten- 
tion. He  trusted,  however,  some  excuse  would 
be  found  in  the  interesting  character  of  the 
question  to  be  dedded. 
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The  measure  proposed  is  caloalated  to  affect 
fte  privileges  of  a  part  of  the  people  of  that 
secfiioQ  of  the  Union  to  which  I  belong,  said 
It.  M.,  and  particnlarlj  of  the  State  of  which 
I  am  a  Bepresentatiye.  I  feel  myself  nnder 
the  bluest  obligation  to  assert,  feebly  as  it  may 
be,  the  rights  and  priyUegee  of  those  whom  the 
iutitatdons  of  other  Stat^  as  well  as  my  own, 
declare  to  be  their  citizens.  Snoh  as  they  re- 
eognixe  aa  deaerying  their  protecting  care,  I 
hop6 1  shall  be  eyer  ready  and  wiUing  to  ae- 

1b  the  ooDstitation  of  Missonri  repngnant  to 
ti»  Constitation  of  the  United  Stotes  ? 

By  the  twenty-dxth  section  of  the  coDstita- 
tioQ  now  offered  for  onr  acceptance^  it  is  de- 
dared  tiiat  ^'  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Anembly  of  Miseonri,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
MB  BQoh  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  preyent 
free  negroee  and  mnlattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
ttttliBg  in,  this  State,  nnder  any  pretext  tohcU- 
tmerr  Langoage,  dear,  precise,  and  energetic. 
Itahaost  seems  that  it  was  feared  the  Assembly 
mi^t  be  disposed  to  relax  the  seyerity  of  that 
inaoiable  daose.  But  to  preyent  the  possibU- 
i^  d  disobedienoe,  we  find,  not  the  common 
dedandon  of  dnty  to  the  Assembly,  bnt  a  rigid 
admonition,  not  to  disobey  under  any  ^^ pretext 

The  CoDstitntion  of  the  United  States  de- 
dares  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  priyileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
»DB  in  the  seyeral  States." 

Are  n^roes  and  mnlattoes  the  citizens  of  any 
Statot  if  so,  it  is  dear,  that  the  language 
which  baa  been  repeated  from  the  constitation 
of  MissoQii,  is  a  glaring  and  offending  yiolation 
of  the  Goostitation  of  the  United  States. 

An  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
AiCEKB,)  has  yery- gallantly  ayowed  himself 
the  champion  of  State  rights.  I  consider,  with 
h&n,  that  it  should  constitute  a  <9ime  of  the 
mest  hue  to  abandon  them;  but^  at  the 
MEDO  time,  it  is  a  duty  of  the  highest  order  to 
peiarre  from  yiolation  those  which  bdong  to 
the  Unioa.  Those  rights  which  haye  not  been 
nneadered  by  the  seyeral  States  to  the  €^- 
«al  Government  still  remain  in  their  power. 
Among  these,  the  tight  of  a  State  to  dedare 
vho  of  its  own  inhabitants  may  be  its  dtizens 
iiiB  remains  unimpaired.  It  was  neyer  giyen 
ip;  it  has  been  perpetually  exercised  by  eyery 
oUte,  as  one  of  its  most  yaluable  prerogatiyes. 

We  haye  been  asked,  if  other  States  are  al- 
lowed to  dedare  who  may  be  their  dtizens, 
ihafl  not  IGsBOuri  be  indulged  in  the  same 

Cert  She  would  be  entitled  to  equal  priyi- 
1^  but  no  more.  The  people  of  tiiat  terri- 
toiy  may  make  dtizens  of  whom  they  please, 
Moog  themadyesL  For  one,  I  haye  little  dis- 
pedtion  to  interfere.  But,  when  they  attempt 
to  diflfranchise  those  who  haye  been  made  the 
dtiaena  of  other  States,  it  is  a  matter  of  yery 
Aferent  import.  This  priyilege,  instead  of  re- 
AkdngMiasouritoastate  "  of  pupilage,"  would 
devate  her  to  the  rank  of  mistross  to  the  Union. 


The  other  States  must  then  bow  in  submission 
to  her  superior  power.  Sir,*  no  State  in  the 
Union  would  presume  to  depriye  the  citizens 
of  Missouri  of  their  rights,  nor  will  they  with 
composure  allow  her  a  prerogatiye  which  they 
disayow  for  themselyes. 

A  dtizen  has  been  defined  by  a  member  from 
Virginia^  (Mr.  Babbottb,)  to  be  a  person  who 
emoys  all  the  dyil  rights  and  priyileges  which 
others  possess  under  the  same  circumstances, 
belonging  to  the  same  community,  unless  such 
rights  haye  been  forfeited  by  sucn  person,  by 
some  cause  existing  in  himsel£  Whether  the 
definition  is  correct  or  not,  it  will,  I  am  confi- 
dent, lead  to  a  condusion  cUrectly  the  reyerse 
to  that  which  has  been  drawn  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  gaye  it.  It  admits,  that  there 
are  different  circumstances  under  which  the 
people  of  the  Union  are  found.  It  would  be 
morally  and  politically  impossible  that  all  per- 
sons in  a  State  could  be  found  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Those  will  be  natural  or  creat- 
ed by  the  dyil  and  political  institutions  of  so- 
dety.  Yet,  it  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  when 
we  find  a  person,  who  ei^joys  all  the  rights  and 
priyileges  which  others  enjoy,  under  similar 
circumstances,  he  is  a  dtizen. 

In  many,  perhaps  in  all,  of  the  States  a  dis- 
tinction is  made,  for  many  purposes,  between 
freeholders  and  those  who  are  not.  One  may 
serye  as  a  juror,  the  other  is  excluded  from  that 
priyilege,  or  right  The  freeholder  in  Vermont 
may  haye  a  certain  kind  of  process  without 
surety ;  t^e  person  who  ia  not  a  freeholder  is 
depriyed  of  this  priyilege.  No  one,  howeyer, 
would  presume  to  declare  t^at  a  person  who 
was  not  a  freeholder  could  not  be  a  citizen. 
Here  the  rule  which  has  been  mentioned  would 
apply  correctly.  The  person  who  was  not  a 
freeholder,  but  who  possessed  all  the  dyil  rights 
and  priyileges  whicn  others  ei\joyed,  under  the 
same  curcumstances,  would  stUl'  be  a  citizen. 
So,  minority  or  adyanced  age  would  constitute 
other  classes,  and  having  equal  rights  with 
their  several  dasaes  are  equally  citizens.  If 
property  or  age  are  employed  by  the  supreme 
power  of  a  State  to  confer  different  rights  on 
the  white  population,  and  yet  the  character  of 
citizenship  remains  unchcoiged,  why  may  not 
color  be  employed  to  distinguish  another  class  f 
Odor  may  be  a  drcumstanoe  which  will  de- 
signate a  portion  of  population,  and  may  be 
used  constitutionally,  as  age  or  property.  If 
it  is  so,  it  is  a  dear  condusion  which  will  fol- 
bw  from  the  podtion  assumed,  that  every  col- 
ored person  who  is  entitled  to  aU  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  ei^oy,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  must  be  a  citizen. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  which  prohibit  a  black  man  from 
marrying  a  white  woman.  It  is  said  that  by 
the  operation  of  this  law  he  is  deprived  of  a 
dvil  rights,  whidi  renders  him  unequal  to  others, 
and  deprives  him  of  dtizenship.  Had  not  this 
doctrine  been  advanced  by  those  whose  talents 
command  respect^  it  would  never  require  refu- 
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tation.    It  may  be  proper  to  pnrsiie  this  princi- 

Sle  to  its  neoessary  oondnsion.  It  will  not  be 
enied  that  Uie  female  part  of  society  are  oiti- 
sens  of  the  several  States  to  which  they  belong. 
They  have  oiyil  rights  and  privileges,  and  as 
citizens  can  demand  the  protection  and  support 
of  Government.  But  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  a  woman  of  a  different  color,  therefore 
h6  is  not  a  citizen,  because  he  is  deprived  of  a 
right  which  a  white  man  possesses.  The  white 
woman  cannot  marry  a  man  of  a  different  color 
•^by  the  same  mle,  which  the  sentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Bjlbboub)  has  laid  down,  %h6 
cannot  be  a  citizen,  becanse  she  is  deprived  of 
a  right  which  a  colored  woman  ei^Joys.  The 
operation  of  the  law  must  be  reciprocal,  and  if 
one  class  has  lost  its  rights  as  citizens,  the  other 
has  also. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  negro  and  mulatto  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  compelled  to 
perform  military  service.  In  some  States,  per- 
haps in  all,  they  may  be  exempt.  So  are  those 
over  and  vnder  the  age  prescribed  by  the  laws. 
Is  the  youth  of  sixteen  and  the  man  of  fifty  de- 
prived of  the  character  of  citizens  because 
others  are  called  npon  to  peiform  more  arduous 
duties  than  themselves?  If  this  is  correct,  fdl 
who  have  been  excused  from  these  duties  are 
most  shamefrdly  degraded.  The  white  and 
black  man  must  share  one  common  fate. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that 
the  position  which  has  been  assumed  will  lead 
to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  who,  in  any  State,  can  demand  the 
exercise  of  civil  rights  and  privileges  in  com- 
mon with  that  daas  to  which  they  belong,  are 
entitled  to  the  character  of  citizens. 

I  concur  with  others  who  have  addressed  the 
House  before  me,  that  the  term  citizen  cannot 
be  defined  by  a  single  expression.  The  rights 
of  citizens  are  different  in  different  States,  and 
are  dependent  on  tiie  several  constitutions  and 
laws  which  have  been  adopted.  In  the  same 
State,  different  persons  may  be  confined  to  dif- 
ferent rights  and  yet  all  be  citizens. 

I  will  venture  to  assume  a  position,  which  I 
am  confident  none  will  deny.  Not  that  it  will 
embrace  all  who  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
citizens,  but  wiU  be  sufficiently  comprehensive 
for  the  present  discussion. 

A  person  must  be  considered  a  dtizen,  who, 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  a  State,  is  invested 
with  political  rights.  These  are  the  rights 
which  communicate  life  and  give  activity  to  a 
government  itself.  In  all  the  States  of  the 
Union,  these  rights  are  conferred  on  t^oee  only 
who  have  bound  themselves  to  the  common  in- 
terest and  become  pledged  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare ;  who  nave  been  incorporated  into 
the  great  family  of  the  people,  and  have  made 
one  common  cause  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great 
objects  of  human  government. 

It  would  be  absurd,  sur,  to  say,  that  yon  will 
allow  the  enjoyment  of  the  highest  prerogatives 
to  a  person  while  he  is  yet  an  alien  and  a 
stranger ;  that  yon  will  permit  a  man  to  exer- 1 


dae  those  powers  on  which  your  Gk»vemment 
must  depend,  and  still  not  be  a  dtizen.  What 
State  in  the  Union  permits,  for  instance,  the 
right  of  suffrage,  but  to  such  as  are  its  citizens! 
what  constitution  declares  a  person  eligible  to 
its  highest  honors,  who  is  deprived  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  citizen  f  It  would  be  &tal  to  the  ex- 
istence of  any  ^vemment  to  admit  the  people 
of  other  countnes  to  control  its  operations^  un- 
til they  had  been  bound  by  some  strong,  indis- 
sduble  tie  to  the  general  wdfare. 

In  the  podtion  which  I  have  assumed,  I  am 
well  supported  by  the  assertion  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtts.)  I 
understood  him  distinctly  to  maintain  ^  that  a 
citizen  might  be  defined  to  be  <»ie  who  is  eor 
titled  to  political  rights." 

Permit  me,  mr,  to  examine  whether  any  n^ro 
or  mulatto  has  political  rights  in  any  State ; 
whether  there  is  a  constitution  which  decrees 
to  such  persons  aU  the  privileges  of  citizeD& 
I  should  never  have  troubled  t£e  House  with 
many  observations  on  this  point,  had  it  not 
been  so  often  asserted,  in  the  most  decisive  lan- 
guage, that  negroes  or  mulattoes,  in  every  State 
in  tne  Union,  were  deprived  of  all  the  essential 
rights  of  citizens.  I  should  have  supposed  the 
most  superficial  examination  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  States  would  have  proved,  that 
such  ideas  were  utterly  destitute  of  foundation. 
But  they  have  been  advanced  on  tiie  floor  of 
this  House,  with  such  confidence,  that  I  hope 
1  shall  be  indulged  in  attempting  to  correct  the 
error. 

Sir,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  constitution  of  Vermont.  There,  gentie- 
men  will  find  an  unequivocal  declaration  '^  that 
all  men  are  bom  equally  free  and  independent ; 
that  no  male  person,  bom  in  this  country,  or 
brought  from  over  sea,  ought  to  be  holden, 
by  law,  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant,  slave, 
or  apprentice,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years ;  nor  female,  in  like  manner, 
after  die  arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years." 
It  does  not  dedare  that  aU  men  except  negroes 
and  mulattoes  *^are  bom  equally  free  and  in- 
dependent;" it  does  not  dedare,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  no  person  except  negroes  and  mulattoes 
shall  be  holden  to  servitude.  The  language  is 
broad  and  comprehendve  as  the  race  of  man. 
And,  I  believe  that  those  unfortunate  beings, 
even  where  tiiey  are  held  in  a  state  of  ttie 
deepest  degradation,  are  still  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  human  family. 

Sir,  lest  this  may  be  called  an  unmeaning  man- 
ifesto of  the  rights  of  man,  calculated  for  a 
splendid  show  of  republicaoism,  but  intended 
to  confer  no  substantial  benefits,  I  will  again 
refer  to  t^at  instrument.  ^^  The  declaration  of 
the  political  rights  and  orivileges  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  Commonwedth, 
and  ought  not  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever."  Negroes  and  mulattoes^  sir,  hero 
find  protection  under  this  firm,  humane,  and 
liberal  providon ;  to  which  the  people  of  Ver« 
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Bont  look  with  the  proudest  satufaolionf  as 
teir  oommon  safeffaro. 

Again,  sir,  it  i&  dedlared  ^'  that  eveiy  man  of 
the  fttll  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  redded 
in  this  State  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  be- 
fan  the  election  of  representatiyes,  and  is  of  a 
peaceable  or  qniet  behavior,  and  will  take  the 
Mowing  oath,  [the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
State,]  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this  State."  This  does  not  say, 
every  man,  except  negroes  and  mnlattoes.  It 
embraces  all  of  every  color,  whether  **  bom  in 
tiiis  country  or  brought  from  over  sea;*'  and 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  rights  of  a  freeman 
o(»fer  the  hig^€»t  distinction  that  can  be  given 
\o  an  inhabitant  of  that  State ;  they  implv  the 
perfection  of  all  the  civil  and  political  privileges 
and  immmiities  that  can  be  ^oyed  by  man  in 
tiie  society  of  his  fellow-men.  All  the  security 
which  the  constitution  gives  to  the  most  dis- 
tiBguished  citizen  for  the  protection  of  his  life 
and  repntadon,  is  afforded  to  every  fireeman, 
idiatever  may  be  his  circumstances,  or  color. 
The  spirit  of  the  constitution  watches  with 
equal  ^e  over  the  rights  and  privileges,  civil 
and  m&tica],  of  the  negro  ana  mulatto,  and 
would  cfaastiae  the  least  attempt  to  offer  viola- 
tion. 

When  Mr.  JL  concluded — 

Ifr.  EuBTiB^  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Eouae,  in  sabstance,  as  follows : 

I  am  one  of  those  who  had  hoped  that  the 
diseossion  of  this  question  might  have  been 
avoided.  But  it  is  upon  us,  and  we  must  meet 
and  decide  it.  With  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
oeded  me,  I  perfectly  agree,  that  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  i&  whether  that  article 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  making  it  the 
dvt^  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  by  law  ^  that 
free  negroes  vhdi  mulattoes  shall  not  be  admitted 
kto  that  State,''ia,  or  is  not,  repugnant  to  that 
danae  in  &e  Oonstitntion  of  the  tfnited  States, 
which  declares  ^  that  the  citizens  of  each  State 
ifaall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
BttieB  of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  This 
question  has  been  fairly  met  Those  who  con- 
tend that  the  article  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
OoDstitotion  of  the  United  States,  ground  them- 
adves  on  the  position  that  blacks  and  mulattoes 
are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have 
repeatedly  referred  to  the  condition  of  those  in 
lEaBaaehnaetts  to  support  the  assertion.  Now, 
4r,  I  invite  the  honorable  member  from  Dela- 
wve,  who  has  lately  addressed  you.  with  the 
booorable  member  from.  Virginia,  wno,  in  his 
address  to  tiie  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Mday  last,  maintained  the  same  position,  to  go 
witii  me  and  examine  the  question  to  its  root. 

At  the  commencement  of  tiie  Revolutionary 
war,  there  were  found  in  the  lOddle  and  North- 
em  Stfttea,  many  blacks  and  other  people  of 
eolor,  capable  of  bearing  arms;  a  part  of  them 
free,  the  greater  part  slaves.  The  freemen  en- 
tered our  ranks  with  the  whites.  The  time  of 
tiboae  who  were  daves  was  purchased  by  the 
fltttea,  and  they  were  induced  to  enter  the  ser- 


vice in  consequence  of  a  law  by  which,  on  con- 
dition of  their  serving  in  the  ranks  during  the 
war,  they  were  made  freemen.  In  Rhode  Isl- 
and, where  their  numbers  were  more  consider- 
able, they  were  formed,  under  the  same  consid- 
erations^ into  a  regiment  commanded  by  white 
officers ;  and  it  is  required,  in  justice  to  them, 
to  add,  that  they  discharged  their  duty  with  zeal 
and  fidelity.  The  gallant  defence  of  Red  Bank, 
in  which  this  black  regiment  bore  a  part,  is 
among  the  proo&  of  their  valor. 

Among  the  traits  which  distinguished  this 
regiment,  was  their  devotion  to  their  officers ; 
when  their  brave  Colonel  Greene  was' after- 
wards cut  down  and  mortcdly  wounded,  tlie 
sabres  of  the  enemy  reached  his  body  only 
through  the  limbs  of  his  faithftil  guard  of  blacks^ 
who  hovered  over  him  and  protected  him, 
every  one  of  whom  were  killed,  and  whom  he 
was  not  ashamed  to  call  his  children.  The  ser- 
vices of  this  description  of  men  in  the  navy  are 
also  well  known.  I  should  not  have  mentioned 
either,  but  for  the  information  of  thegentieman 
from  Delaware,  whom  I  understood  to  say  that 
he  did  not  know  that  they  had  served  in  any 
considerable  numbers. 

The  war  over  and  peace  restored,  these  men 
returned  to  their  respective  States.  And  who 
could  have  said  to  uiem,  on  their  return  to 
civil  life  after  having  shed  their  blood,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  in  the  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  You  are  not  to  parti-  * 
oipate  in  the  rights  secured  by  the  struggle, 
or  in  the  libertv  for  which  you  have  been 
fighting?  Certainly,  no  white  man  in*  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  gentleman  fr^m  Virginia  says  he  must 
not  be  told  that  the  term,  we  the  people,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution,  means,  or  in- 
dudesL  Indians,  free  negroes,  mulattoes.  If  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  that  persons  of  this 
description,  citizens  at  the  time,  were  parties 
to,  and  formed  an  integral  part  of  that  com- 
pact, it  follows,  incontestably^  that  they  are 
and  must  be  included  in  it.  To  justify  the  infer- 
ence of  gentlemen,  the  preamble  ought  to  read, 
We  the.  toAtte  people.  This  was  impossible; 
the  members  of  the  convention  who  formed 
that  constitution,  from  the  Middle  and  North- 
em  States,  could  never  have  consented,  know- 
ing that  there  were  in  those  States  many 
thousands  of  people  of  color,  who  had  rights 
under  it.  They  were  free— free  from  their 
masters  ?  Yes,  in  the  first  instance ;  they  also 
became  freemen  of  the  State,  and  were  admit-, 
ted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  whito 
citizens.  Was  this  admission  merely  nominal? 
1^  is  answered  by  the  &ct  that  they  did  en- 
joy and  did  exercise  the  rights  of  free  citizens, 
and  have  continued  to  exercise  them,  from  the 
peace  of  1T88  to  this  day.  It  has  been  contend- 
ed that  they  are  not  citizens,  because  they  have 
been  deprived,  by  a  law  of  Massachusetts,  of  a 
part  of  tiieir  civil  rights,  and  in  proof,  i3  stated 
the  law  forbidding  &e  marriage  of  a  black  man 
with  a  whito  woman.    The  same  law,  sir,  la* 
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terdicts  the  marriage  of  a  white  man  with  a 
black  woman.  The  law,  then,  applies  eqnallj  to 
both,  and  cannot  justify  the  inference  which 
has  been  drawn  from  it.  Bat,  if  the  black  man 
ceased  to  be  a  citizen  because  he  had  lost  this 
oiyil  right,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  white  man  also  must  be  de- 
termined not  to  be  a  citizen,  and  the  State  of 
AGssouri  would  have  an  equal  right  to  ezdude 
him.  Again,  sir,  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks 
from  the  ranks  of  the  militia  is  adduced  as 
another  instance  of  their  privation  of  a  civil 
right.  Without  dwelling  on  the  well-known 
fact  that  militia  duty  in  Massachusetts  is  a 
heavy  dutv,  an  exemption  from  which  is  con- 
sidered a  iavor,  and  that  several  other  descrip- 
tions of  citizens  are  also  exempted ;  and  admit- 
ting that  the  blacks  are  interdicted,  while 
others  are  only  exempted  from  this  duty,  what 
is  proved  by  quoting  these  laws?  They  prove 
that  they  were  in  the  actual  eirioyment  of 
these  rights,  and  that  a  specific  law  became 
necessary  to  deprive  t^em  of  them.  Admitting 
that  the  State  had  a  right  to  pass  these  laws, 
and  that  this  description  of  citizens  are  curtail- 
ed in  their  exercise  of  a  part  of  their  privileges, 
what  rights  are  left  to  them,  and  what  rights 
do  they  continue  to  enjoy  and  exercise  ?  We 
answer,  all  the  broad  and  essential  rights  of 
citizens — ^the  righti  in  common  with  the  whites, 
to  hold  real  and  personal  estate ;  the  right  of 
course  to  hold  and  convey  land ;  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury ;  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas^ 
corpus;  an^  in  this  Grovemment,  the  all-im- 
portant right  of  the  elective  franchise ;  and  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed,  that,  by  the  laws  and* 
constitution  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  consider- 
ed as  dtizens  equally  with  the  whites. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  on  this  subject,  by 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  that  facts  and 
practice  are  better  than  theory.  Here,  then,,  we 
offer  incontrovertible  &ots,  proving,,  not  from 
theory,  but  from  actual  and  long-continued  prac- 
tice, that  black  men  and  mulattoes^  in  Massachu- 
setts at  least,  are  dtizens,  having  civil  and  po- 
litical rights,  in  conunon  with  the  whites.  If 
we  are  asked  for  evidence  of  their  being  in  the 
exercise  of  these  rights,  it  is  answered,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  practice  of  the 
State  for  more  than  forty  years  past,  will  show 
^at  they  have  been  in.  tlie  constant  exercise  of 
them.  To  vote  in  the  election  of  town,  county, 
and  State  officers,  the  same  qualifications  or 
residence  and  prc^ierty  are  required  from  them, 
Its  from  the  whites,  and^  having  these  qualifica- 
tions, they  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  all 
State  officers.  Again,  it  is  particularly  affirmed 
by  the  honoraUe  member  from  Delaware,  that 
this  description  of  persons,  whatever  right  they 
may  have  in  the  several  States,  have  no  federal 
righto,  and  cannot  be  considered  as-  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  had  thought,  with  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  ^'  who  were  citizens  ?^  was  merged  and 
decided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oon- 
Btitution. 


By  whom,  and  for  whose  use  and  benefit  was 
that  constitution  formed  ?  By  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  inhabiting  the  several  States. 
Did  the  convention  who  formed  it  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  character  or  complexion  of 
the  citizens  included  in  the  compact  ?  No,  or ; 
they  necessarily  considered  all  tnose  as  citizeos 
who  were  acknowledged  as  such  at  the  time  \sj 
the  constitutions  of  the  States. 

Independent  of  all  reasoning,  presumption,  or 
theory,  we  proceed  to  state  mots  which  prove 
incontrovertibly  their  federal  rights.  I  confine 
my  observations  to  Massachusetts,  because  the 
practice  in  tiiat  State  is  within  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  observation.  InthatState^ 
^,  the  citizens  in  question  constituted,  and  were 
in  fact  an  elementary  part  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact. They  were  as  directly  represented  as  the 
whites  in  the  initiatory  process ;  and,  from  their 
votes,  in  common  with  those  (^  the  whites, 
emanated  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  by 
whom  the  Federal  Constitution  was  received  and 
ratified.  Is  not  this  proof?  Is  it  not  demon- 
stration that  they  are  entitled  to— that  they  hold 
and  exercise  federal  righto  in  common  with  the 
other  citizens  ?  If  a  doubt  remained,  it  is  an- 
swered by  anotiier  equally  important  fact.  They 
are  also  represented,  not  circuitously  and  indi- 
rectly, but  directiy,  in  this  House.  I  very  much 
doubt,  sir,  if  there  be  a  member  on  this  floor 
from  any  one  district  in  Massachusetts,  whose 
election  does  not  partake  of  the  votes  of  these 
people.  Li  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  their  number,  compared  with  that 
of  tihe  white  nopulation,  is  not  great ;  but,  in 
an  a^oining  oistriot,  their  numb^  of  qualified 
voters  have  been  sufficient,  and  has  actually 
turned  the  election  of  a  member  of  this  House. 

After  affirming  that  they  had  not  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  we  ap- 
prehend we  have  disproved,  the  gentieman  from 
Delaware  presumes  tnat  they  are  few  in  number. 
This  also  is  a  great  error.  Their  number  is 
much  greater  than  that  gentleman  apprehends. 
Not  only  the  number  and  the  righto  of  these 
men,  but  their  diaracters  also,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  understood.  Nor  is  it  to  xne  at  all 
extraordinary  that  gentiemen  from  other  Statesi 
in  which  the  condition,  character,  the  moral 
fEusulties,  and  the  righto  of  men  of  color  differ 
so  widely,  should  entertain  opinions  so  variant 
from  ours.  In  Massachusetto,  sir,  there  are 
among  them  those  who  possess  all  the  virtues 
which  are  deemed  estimable  in  civil  and  social 
life.  They  have  their  public  teachers  of  religion 
and  moiety,  their  schools  and  other  institu- 
tions ;  on  anniversaries  wiiich  they  consider  in- 
teresting to  them,  they  have  their  public  pro- 
cessions ;  in  all  which  they  conduct  themselveB 
with  order  and  decorum.  Do  we  ask  for  them 
any  enlargement  or  extension  of  their  righto! 
No,  sir,  we  ask  only  that,,  in  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate Missouri,  their  avowed  rights  and 
privileges  be  not  taken  from  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  can  address  yon  who  is 
more  sensible  than  I  am  that  this  Ghovermnent 
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is  the  result  of  compromise ;  of  a  healing,  heav- 
enlj,  coDciliating  spirit,  which  the  genius  of  the 
immortal  Washington  was  perhaps  £Jone  capable 
of  raUrin^  ronnd  him ;  nor  can  an j  one  be  more 
seofflble  at  the  importance  of  cherishing  these 
dispositions,  more  especially  in  cases  where  tiie 
rights  of  States,  whether  already  admitted,  or 
hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  tibe  Union,  are 
Goncemed.  Let  ns  be  careful  that  this  indul- 
gent disposition  be  not  extended  too  far.  Sir, 
this  has  been  considered  a  sectional  question. 
I  must  deny  the  position.  Mune  is  as  deeply 
interested  in  it  as  Missouri.  In  every  question 
touching  the  constitution,  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  an  equal,  a  common  interest ;  and, 
kt  me  add,  however  we  may  differ  in  opinion 
or  in  constmotion,  we  are  bound  by  a  common 
interest  to  extend  to  each  other  the  belief  that 
tiiere  is  a  common  respect  and  an  equal  desire 
to  obey  its  injunctions.  Were  tins  even  a 
doubtful  case,  it  oujriit  to  be  decided  in  favor  of 
oommon  ri^ts.  Were  it  possible  that,  in  the 
wish  to  accommodate  Ifissouri,  the  constitution 
should  be  made  to  bend  in  her  favor,  the  tree  is 
in  danger,  and,  if  a  single  limb  be  broken.  Mis- 
soon  is  no  longer  safe  in  what  would  be  guar- 
anteed to  her.  In  less  than  twelve  montl^  t^e 
inclination  may  be  in  a  different  direction,  and 
she  may  lose  more  than  she  would  have  gained. 

When  Mr.  £.  had  concluded — 

The  conomittee  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BnoBKB,  of  Ohio,  (some  other  gentiemen  also 
rifling  to  obtain  the  floor,)  and  tiie  House  ad- 
joomed. 


Wkdbisdat,  December  18. 

^  Another  member,  to  wit^  from  ITorth  Oaro- 
lina,  TooKAa  Sbttlb,  appeared,  and  took  his 


OtmitittUwn  of  Mieaawri. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  ^Amission  of  the 
Slate  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Iff.  BxBOBBB,  of  Ohio,  delivered,  at  oonsidera- 
Ue  length,  his  sentiments.  In  opposition  to  the 
pasRSge  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said,  after  the  fuU  dis- 

dttion  which  this  subject  had  already  received, 

lie  liBlt  much  reluctance  in  asking  the  attention 

of  the  House  to  a  single  additional  remark  from 

him;  and  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation 

in  which  he  found  himsdf  placed,  he  should 

have  been  contented  in  giving  a  silent  vote. 

Be  said  he  had  fully  given  his  constituents  to 

indentand  that  he  should  vote  for  the  admis- 

flUD  of  IGssouri.    That  he  had  given  them  so 

to  understand,  even  previous  to  his  re-election 

to  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  and  the  result  of 

that  election  had  satisfied  him  that  his  vote 

would  not  be  disapproved.    He  considered  the 

flith  of  Con^r^  pledged.  By  the  act  of  the  last 

MMOD,  to  admit  her,  provided  her  constitution 

vii  made  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  this 

ict,  and  when  he  had  said  he  would  vote  for 
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her  admission,  that  declaration  had  always  been* 
made  under  the  belief  that  such  would  be  the 
case. 

When  Mr.  0.  arrived  at  Washington,  he  for 
the  first  time  met  the  objection  which  was  now 
urged  against  her  constitution,  and  perhaps  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  strong  anxiety  for  her  ad- 
mission, had  examined  the  question,  as  he  then 
thought,  thoroughly,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
saw  no  reason  to  change  his  determination. 
Under  this  conviction,  produced  bv  that  exam- 
ination, he  had,  as  he  noped  he  always  should 
do,  fearlessly  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
her  admission.  He  even  now,  notwithstanding 
his  opinion  was  changed,  freely  declared  that 
all  his  predilections  were  in  favor  of  such  a  vote. 
Missouri,  he  said,  was  the  near  adjoining  neigh- 
bor of  minois,  and  notwithstand^  an  unhappy 
difference  of  opinion  upon  political  subjects  nad 
created  between  their  respective  citizens  a  ran- 
cour and  animosity,  which  he  well  knew  the 
vote  he  was  about  to  give  would  not  in  the  least 
allay ;  a  vote  which  he  well  knew  many  of  his 
constituents  would  be  greatiy  disappointed  when 
they  heard  of;  yet  he  should  be  glad  to  see  her 
admitted  and  placed  upon  an  equal  fboting  with 
the  Btate  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  0.  said,  it  was  because  of  his  piuidcular 
situation,  and  because  there  was  a  view  of  the 
sul^ect  which  had  weight  with  him,  and  which 
had  not  been  taken  in  argument,  that  he  ven- 
tured to  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a 
single  moment. 

He  was  aware  that  the  change  his  opinion 
had  undergone,  had  called  forth  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  and  timidil^  from  some,  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  fiut  such  suggestions 
made  no  impression  npon  his  mind.^He  felt 
sMelded  against  the  effects  of  all  such  unkind 
opinions  and  suggestions^  by  a  consciousness  of 
the  rectitude  of  Ms  own  motives. 

[Mr.  Cook  then  gave  at  length  his  reasons  for 
changing  hit  opinion  <m  the  question  of  admittiiig 
Missouri  into  tiie  Union,  the  <^Dge  being  foondea 
on  that  clause  in  her  constitution  which  prohibited 
free  people  of  color  from  settling  in  the  State ;  and 
which  he  held  to  be  inoompatible  with  that  clame  in 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  which  gaaran- 
teed  to  the  dtizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citinn- 
ship  in  every  State.] 

The  question  was  taken,  ^^  Shall  the  resolution 
be  engrossed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  ?^'  And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows : 

Ybas.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of 
Yiiginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Br^ard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buxton,  Bnrwell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cooke,  Ciawf<«d,  Crowd!,  Colbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Nmih  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Gray,  HaU  of  North 
CaroUna,  Hardin,  Hooka,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Yiiginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
little,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kuitncky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mont- 
gomery, T.  L.  Moore,  Neiale,  Nelson  of  Virgima, 
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Newton,  Oventreet,  Parker  of  Yixginiay  Pinckney, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  l^bertson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Sn^of  NeW  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  '\^ginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Viiginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carofina,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Taoker  of  Yirgiina,  Tucker  of  South  CaxoUna, 
TS^ler,  Walker,  Waxfield,  WUliams  of  Vii^inia,  and 
WiUiama  of  North  Caroliiub— 79. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massaohwetts, 
Alien  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  BofEhm,  Butler  of  New  Ham{>shire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Claget^  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Conncticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eu»- 
Hb,  Fay,  Fo]ger,Poot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  HaU  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Klnsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  TJnii^ 
livermore,  Maday,  McCulloogh,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meech,  Monell,  R  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massaohosetts,  Parker  of  Mass., 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philaon,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Sterens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Yermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkixis,  Tracy,  Upham,  Yan  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendoyer,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 93. 

And  the  resolatioii  for  the  admiflsion  of  the 
State  of  Miflsourl  into  tiie  Union  was  r^eoted. 

,Mr.  LowiTDEs  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  disrespectful  to  a  minority  of 
the  House,  as  declared  on  the  vote  just  taken, 
but  he  now  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  on  them, 
having  rejected  the  resolutioQ  proposed  by  the 
oommittae  of  their  appointment^  to  devise  and 
propose  to  the  House  the  means  necessary  to 
protect  She  territory,  the  property,  and  all  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  Missouri 
oonntry. 

A  motion  being  made  toac|}onm,  was  decided 
affirmatively,  and^  at  a  little  before  sunset,  the 
House  adyoumed. 

Thubsdat,  December  14. 

Mililary  PurMment. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  received  and  read : 

War  DEPABnoENT,  Dea  14,  1820. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  c^  the  9th  instant,  requiring 
this  Department  to  show  whether  the  order  given  by 
Colonel  King  of  the  4th  infantxy^  for  shooting  desert- 
ers taken  in  the  fact,  was  approved  bj  any  general 
oflloer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  was 
known  to,  and  passed  over  in  silence  by  bitw^  as  stated 
In  the  defence  of  said  Colonel  King,  I  have  to  enclose 
an  extract  of  the  letter  of  Migor  General  Jackson  cm 
that  subject,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  copy  of  the  trial  of  Colonel 
King,  and  which  is  publidied  in  the  appendix  of  that 
trial.  This  extract  oontains-aU  the  information  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  this  Department  on  that  subject 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  x«- 
quires  any  information  this  D^artment  may  possess, 
showing  that  coiporal  punidmient  has  been  inflicted 
on  any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only  nport  of  that  kind, 


which  has  reached  this  Department,  was  the  case  of 
a  soldier  at  Fort  Preble,  near  Portland,  in  Maine. 
Major  Brooks,  a  correct  and  intelligent  officer  com- 
manding that  post,  in  September  last,  reported  that 
the  death  of  a  soldier,  an  habitual  drunkaid,  who  had 
been  on  a  fatigue  party,  under  Lieutenant  Hobart, 
and  had  been  confined  by  him,  had  caused  much  ex- 
citement among  the  citizens,  who  attributed  the  death 
of  the  man  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Hobart ;  that 
the  civil  authority  had  taken  up  the  afiiiir  for  investi- 
gation, to  which  Lieutenant  Hobart  bad  readily  sub- 
mitted himself  The  report  was  accompanied  with 
the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  jury  of  inquest  as  to 
the  correct  conduct  of  Major  Brooks  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  post,  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  It 
thus  appearing  that  the  affiur  would  undetgo  an  in- 
vestigation in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States^ 
the  Department  did  not  think  it  proper  to  order  a 
military  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &a,    • 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Sfsakeb  qfHcuae  of  Rept* 


Fbidat,  December  16. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 


rence. 


Monday,  December  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Aabon  Hobabt,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  Mr,  Haza/rd. 

Mr.  Eddt,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  briefly 
announced  to  the  House  the  decease,  on  yester- 
day, of  Nathaniel  Hazabd.  Esq.,  a  member  of 
thiis  House  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House  on  this  occasion ;  resolv- 
ing to  attend  the  funeral,  this  day,  at  two 
o'dock ;  appointing  a  committee  to  superintend 
the  same ;  and  resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to 
go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Eddt,  Mobton,  Rues,  Shaw,  Malla- 
BT,  Aboheb  of  Maryland,  and  Gooxe,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  accordingly  *  and  the  House 
adyoumed. 

TcsBDAT,  December  lA. 

Oocupaiiwn  of  the  Oohmbia, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the 
settlements  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia  River. 
Mr.  Flotd,  Mr.  Mbtoalfe,  and  Mr.  Sweabtngkn, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FtoTD  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on  the  table  for 
consideration  nntii  to-morrow« 
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JSonAMd;  That  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Depaximent  of 
War  be  reqnired  to  laj  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  number  and  dtnation  of  the  militajj  posts  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time ;  together  with  the  dls- 
tribation  of  the  army ;  desgnating  the  number  of 
men,  also  the  nunber  and  rank  of  the  officers  at 
each  plaoe. 

ffaU  qf  the  Haute, 

l£r.  Mkbosb  sabmitted  for  oon^deration  the 
following  resolation : 

ReBoUtd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblio  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicabilitj  of 
miHng  SDoh  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  shall 
better  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly I  and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected,  to 
ascertain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  provide  a  suit- 
able Hail  in  the  centre  building  of  the  GapitoL 

Mr.  M.  briefly  explained  his  object  in  offer- 
ing this  resolve,  which,  it  would  be  observed, 
proposed  an  inqniry  merely.  It  was,  he  said, 
utterly  impossible,  as  every  gentleman^s  ex- 
perience must  have  t|iught  nim,  to  hear  more 
than  one-half  of  the  members  who  addressed 
the  HoQSd,  without  changing  one's  seat  for  the 
purpose.  For  one,  he  declared,  that,  owing  to 
this  circamstance,  he  felt  himself  utterly  inca- 
pd)le  of  discharging  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by 
his  constituenta.  He  had,  he  said,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  such  a  duty  as  he  now  proposed  to 
devolve  on  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings, made  it  his  business  to  examine  the  centre 
building.  He  had  satisfied  himself  that  the 
room  intended  for  the  Library,  simpler  in  its 
structure  than  the  present  Hall,  which  was  of  a 
figure  un&Yorable  to  deliberation,  would  answer 
aU  the  purposes  of  a  Representatiye  Ohamber. 
It  would  be  a  room  larger  than  that  which 
often  accommodates  five  hundred  members  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons ;  as  large  as  that 
which  has  accommodated  a  more  numerous 
body  in.  Massachusetts;  and  larger  than  that 
which  is  occupied  by  a  more  numerous  body 
than  this  in  the  State  of  Yirginia. 

The  resolve  for  inquiry  was  adopted,  as  above 
stated,  but  not  without  opposing  voices. 


Thubsdat,  December  21. 
Death  of  Mr.  Slocumb. 

little  bufflness  was  transacted  in  either  House 
of  Congress  to-day,  both  bodies  having  adjourn- 
ed at  an  early  hour,  to  make  arrangements  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  and,  as  a  mark  of 
respect)  usual  on  such  occasions. 

As  soon  88  the  Journal  was  read  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
fina,  rose,  and  announced  to  the  House  the  de- 
cease of  Jbsbb  Slooumb,  Esq.,  a  member  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and,  on  the  mo- 
tion o(  Mr.  Smith,  resolutions  were  then  unan- 
imoosly  adopted  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  House  on  this  occaaon ;  resolving  to  attend 
the  funeral,  this  day,  at  three  o'clock — ^appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  superintend  the  same— and 


resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  to  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  BusTon, 
FisHBB,  Hooks,  Settle,  Wiluams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Davidson,  were  appointed  the 
committee  of  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  also,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  acquaint  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  representation 
from  that  State  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Slooumb. 


Ttesdat,  December  26. 

Death  of  Mr.  BwrrilL 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  came  in 
with  a  message,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  Jambs  Bubbill,  Jr.,  a  member  of 
that  body,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place 
fi-om  the  Senate  Chamber,  at  half  past  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddt,  it  was-— 

HeeoheOy  unanimouely^  That  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  James 
BuBBHx,  Jr.,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to-morrow,  at  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  will  go  * 
into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next 

TmrssDAT,  December  28. 

Bank  Notee  in  Payment  qfDutiee, 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

jReaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding that  the  notes  of  no  banks  by  which  notes  be- 
low the  amount  of  five  dollars  are,  or  may  be,  isened, 
shall  be  taken  in  payment  of  duties  or  debts  to  the 
Grovenunent  of  the  United  Stateai 

In  introducing  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  adverted 
to  the  viciousness  of  the  currency  where  notes 
for  dollars  and  parts  of  dollars  supply  tiie  place 
of  specie,  as,  where  such  notes  are  issued,  they 
always  will.  He  spoke  also  of  the  efforts  made 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  now  making  in  Vir- 
ginia, to  banish  those  notes  from  circulation — 
efforts  which  were  always  vain,  so  long  as  such 
notes  were  issued  by  neighboring  States,  &o. 
No  authority  but  Congress,  he  contended,  was 
competent  to  correct  Uie  evil  in  any  manner ; 
and,  the  object  of  his  resolution  being  for  in- 
quiry only,  he  did  not  antidpate  any  sound 
obiection  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Stobbs  said  he  had  no  decided  objection  to 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  reflect  on  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  suggested  would  have,  in  giving  a 
preference  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  over  those  of  all  other  banks.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whose 
information  on  such  subjects  was  so  extensive. 
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would  examine  this  question  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  present  their  yiews  of  it  to  the  Hoose. 

"Mr.  Lowndes  said  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
suppose  that  the  committee  wonld  not  know,  as 
every  member  of  the  House  would  see,  that  the 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  sach  a  measure  must 
be  favorable  to  some  banks  and  mi^vorable  to 
others.  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  are  many  banks, 
and  those  among  the  best  in  the  Statesi  which 
do  not  issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars.  It  was  for  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  lend  its  aid  to  produce  uni- 
formitv  in  this  respect 

Mr.  Meiob  agreed  in  opinion  with  Ms  col- 
league, and  was  opposed  even  to  authorizing  an 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  When  this  great 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  fumishea  the 
Union  with  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  he  might  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  give  it  further  facilities ;  but,  for  the 
present,  he  would  not,  for  one,  consent  to  go 
nirther  in  this  respect  than  Oongress  had  already 
gone.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
already  the  power  to  forbid  the  reception  of 
notes  not  in  good  credit,  by  the  collectors,  &c., 
which  he  had  duly  exercised.  If  a  measure  of 
the  sort  now  proposed  were  to  succeed,  the 
notes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  banks  in  the 

'  United  States  would  cease  to  be  receivable  in 
payment  of  taxes,  and  would  be  driven  from 
circulation.  He  could  see  no  other  effect  which 
could  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
suggested  in  the  resolve,  but  to  give  an  almost 
exdusive  circulation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Souths  BD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolve. 
He  thought  it  was  bad  policy  ever  to  have  per- 
mitted the  banks  to  issue  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
ination than  five  dollars,  and  believed  that  such 
issues  had  a  great  agency  in  driving  specie  from 
droulation  a  few  years  aga  He  was  of  opinion 
that  excluding  the  small  notes  from  circulation 
would  restore  specie  to  its  former  general  cur- 
rency. 
Mr.  Lowndes  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Meigs, 

.  denying  that  the  particular  object  of  his  motion 
was  to  benefit  the  United  States  Bank.  Sup- 
pose no  such  bank  were  in  existence,  he  said, 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  required  that 
its  currency  should  consist  in  part  ot  gold  and 
silver,  and  not  of  paper  merely,  would  it  not  be 
well,  under  such  circumstances^  at  least  to  in- 
quire into  the  policy  of  prohibiting  the  circula- 
tion of  notes  of  a  denomination  under  five  dol- 
lars— the  effect  of  which  measure  would  be  to 
substitute  specie,  in  part,  for  notes,  in  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country  ?  The  object 
of  the  resolution  was  not  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  order  to  benefit  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but,  if  it  were  the  policy  of  the  country 
to  encourage  the  circulation  of  specie,  whidi 
he  presumed  no  man  would  doubt,  he  asked 
whether  that  policy  ought  to  he  disregarded, 
because  a  resort  to  it  might  incidentally  benefit 


the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  K  it  were  true 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  not 
afforded  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value, 
&c.,  that  itself  would  be  an  argument  not  against, 
but  in  favor  of  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Meios  resumea  the  floor.  The  great 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  contended,  had 
not  fulfilled  the  duties  which  it  was  expected  to 
have  performed.  There  were  a  hundred  banks 
in  the  States,  he  said,  about  the  legality  of 
whose  institution  there  were  no  doubts,  whose 
paper  was  as  current  and  in  as  high  credit  as 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
issued  notes  of  a  less  amount  than  five  dollars. 
And  why  should  they  not?  Was  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country  intended  only  for 
men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hundreds  of  dollars  ? 
The  object  of  this  resolution,  he  sud,  was  plain- 
ly neither  more  nor  less  than  to  restnun  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  of 
less  than  five  dollars,  and  of  course  to  benefit 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  making  its 
notes  the  only  current  paper.  He  was,  there- 
fore^ yet  decidedly  opposed  to  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  regretted  the  opposition  to 
it.  The  people  of  the  United  States^  he  saidL 
expected  that  the  National  Government  would 
make  the  inquiry,  and  do  what  appeared,  on 
inquiry,  to  be  within  the  scope  of  its  power,  to 
restore  to  this  country  a  sound  ciroulatinff 
medium.  At  a  former  session,  a  report  had 
been  made  to  this  House,  in  which  it  had  been 
suggested  that  a  circulating  medium  might  be 
established,  to  consist  of  small  coins  of  conven- 
ient denominations.  He  presumed  it  was  in- 
tended to  take  up  the  subject  at  the  present 
session,  and,  if  possible,  to  adopt  some  measure 
to  carry  that  idea  into  effect  He  observed,  by 
the  way,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  tho 
United  States,  he  was  not  much  disposed  to 
offer  to  it  any  advantages  in  addition  to  those 
which  it  already  enjoyed.  Adverting  to  what 
had  fidlen  from  other  gentiemen  respecting 
small  banks  and  small  biUDik  notes,  Mr.  T.  said 
that  Oongress  had  set  the  example  to  the  States 
in  establishuig  them;  in  this  District  with  a 
population  of  some  thirty  thousand,  Oongress 
had  established  twelve  banks,  and  it  had  a 
branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  besides. 
Mr.  T.  here  alluded  to  the  miserable  sm^  notes 
in  circulation  in  the  District,  respecting  whioh 
he  made  a  ludicrous  comparison,  which  the 
reporter  did  not  hear  with  sufficient  distinctness 
to  commit  to  paper.  He  hoped  some  measure 
would  be  adopted  by  Oongress  to  effect  a  circa- 
lation  of  coins  for  all  transactions  under  five 
dollars.  It  was  expected  from  Oongress.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  Oongress  alone  to  efifect 
this  object,  and  Oongress  had  already  too  long 
delayed  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

"hir.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  proposition  before  the  House,  the  object 
of  which  he  understood  to  be  to  exclude  from 
circulation  all  bank  notes  under  five  dollars, 
with  a  view  to  introduce,  in  place  of  them,  a 
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q)eci6  currency.  Such  a  measure,  l£r.  S.  be- 
lieved, would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the 
general  exportation  of  specie  whenever  there 
was  a  demand  for  it  abroad,  by  dispersing  it 
over  the  country,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could 
not  readily  be  gathered  together  in  large  sums. 
Mr.  S.  showed,  by  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  more 
recently  by  voluntary  arrangement  of  the  banks 
in  Baltimore,  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  exclusion  of  small  notes  from  circulation. 
Whether  it  was  politic  to  do,  in  this  respect, 
what  would  have  the  appearance  of  striking  at 
the  State  banks,  was  another  Question;  there 
oonld  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  this  resard  within  the  District  of 
Cohunbia,  nor  of  uie  expediency  of  exercising 
it,  &c 

Mr.  SzLBBEX  made  a  few  observations  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  in 
&vor  of  the  resolution,  and  believed  that  the 
sooner  the  circulation  of  these  smidl  notes  was 
stdbped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  MiBOiB,  in  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution,  said  he  was  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  firom  Kentuckv  should  have  reflect- 
ed so  pointedly  on  the  District  of  C6lumbia; 
for,  as  the  old  saying  is,  those  who  live  in  glass 
houses  should  not  throw  stones.  Of  the  banks 
of  this  District,  he  would  only  say  that  he  be- 
lieved they  were  in  a  better  state  than  any  be- 
yond the  Alleghany  mountains ;  and,  with  re- 
r>t  to  the  circulation  of  small  notes  within 
District,  the  people  of  tiie  District  had  been 
the  first  to  direct  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  sal^eot ;  and  he  intimated  the  hope  that  the 
session  would  not  pass  without  maJdng  some 
provision  to  restrain  these  issues  of  notes^  par- 
ticularly by  the  corporations  of  the  city  and 
towns  of  the  District  With  respect  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  said  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Whenever 
that  subject  should  properly  present  itself  to 
the  House,  he  should  take  tiie  opportunity  to 
offier  some  few  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  af- 
fording further  advantages  to  that  already 
powerftil  institution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  was  unwilling  at  any 
time  to  oppose  a  proposition  having  for  its  ob- 
ject an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  any  meas- 
ure. But  this  was  an  exception.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a  system  of  legislation  which 
looked  towards  an  interference  with  the  State 
banks.  The  next  step  might  be.  to  propose 
that  no  notes  of  State  banks  should  be  received 
in  payments  to  the  United  States.  The  same 
principle  as  is  found  in  the  proposition  susgested 
in  this  resolution,  would  equally  Justify  that 
kgialation  which  he  had  just  mentioned.  It  is 
b^  to  stop,  said  Mr.  B.,  before  we  begin  this 
course.  What  we  have  already  done  has  led  to 
a  question  of  the  rights  of  States  to  lay  taxes; 
in  regard  to  which  some  think  the  J  uncial  de- 
ciaion  has  been  too  much  against  the  States. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B.  said,  had 
already  a  discretionary  power  on  this  subject 


Why  then  should  this  House  take  the  matter  up, 
when  the  proposition  submitted  was  at  least  of 
questionable  character  ?  He  knew  of  no  motive 
which  could  induce  him  ultimately  to  sanction 
the  proposition ;  but,  before  he  would  even  vote 
for  an  inquiry  into  it,  he  must  have  much  stronger 
reasons  in  its  favor  than  had  yet  been  assigned. 

Mr.  Tbdcblb  said  he  well  recollected  the 
proverb  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  to 
him.  The  example  of  multiplying  banks,  how- 
ever, was  set  by  the  Congress,  and  the  people 
of  Kentucky  but  followed  it ;  and  that  example 
had  a  powerful  effect.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  of  Congress  immediately  around  the 
Seat  of  Government,  at  a  greater  distance  a 
very  high  opinion  was  entertained  of  them ;  and 
when  they  established  the  twelfth  bank  widiin 
this  District,  the  people  at  a  distance  thought 
it  a  wonderfully  wise  measure,  and  the  good 
people  of  Kentuckv  followed  the  example  which 
Congress  had  set  them.  Congress,  Mr.  T.  said, 
had  set  a  pemidous  example  in  this  respect^ 
and  ought  to  be  prompt  in  acknowledging  their 
error,  and  retracting  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  would  be  one 
step  towards  doing  so. 

Mr.  Mebceb  said,  if  the  sulject  had  been  the 
policy  of  multiplying  banks,  he  should  have 
thought  himself  unhappy  in  ii;M^  proverb  he  had 
brought  to  his  aid.  But  the  question  was  of 
the  absence  of  specie,  occasioned  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes ;  and  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he 
believed  in  the  State  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  resided,  there  is  not  a  specie- 
paying  bank,  whilst  there  is  not  one  in  opera- 
tion in  this  District  which  does  not  pay  specie. 
^.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  defence 
and  support  of  State  banks  against  the  Bank 
of  the  united  States.  He  was  opp(»ed  to  one 
bank  in  a  country,  as  he  was  to  one  head  in  a 
monarchy,  &a,  and  was  as  much  opposed  as 
any  one  to  subjecting  the  State  banxs  to  the 
sway  of  the  great  banking  institution  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BiTBTON  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) had  placed  this  subject  on  its  proper  basis. 
If  Congress  had  the  power  to  interiere  with 
tbe  circulation  of  one  dollar  notes  of  the  Stat^ 
banks,  it  certainly  had  the  same  power  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  notes  of  State  banks.  Mr.  B. 
was  opposed  to  the  resolution.  The  substitu- 
tion of  specie  for  small  notes  was  a  matter  to 
be  regulated  by  public  opinion.  Whto  specie 
vanished  some  years  ago,  the  issue  of  small 
notes  was  indispensable;  on  the  other  hand, 
when  specie  became  plentiful  in  the  cities, 
public  opinion  there  corrected  the  eviL  If  we 
adopt  the  resolution,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  at  once 
commence  an  attack  on  the  State  banks,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  end. 

Mr.  LrvEBMOBB  said,  for  his  part,  that  he 
considered  it  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a 
measure  which  coula  not  be  directly  approach- 
ed. Such,  he  said,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolve  now  proposed.    Every 
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State  in  the  Unioa  had  authority  to  do,  by 
direct  leffislatioo,  what  it  was  now  proposed 
to  do  indirectly.  Mr.  L.  was,  therefore,  for 
leaving  this  matter  wholly  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. In  Pennsylyania  a  law  had  been  passed 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  for  leas  than 
five  dollars.  In  other  States  the  same  have 
been  done.  In  New  Hampshire,  though  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  ef^t  this  object,  tihe 
laws  had  been  afterwards  repealed.  Let  each 
State,  said  Mr.  L.,  regulate  this  matter  for  itself. 
It  was  not  pretended,  he  said,  that  the  propos- 
ed measure  was  necessary  in  aid  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
became  necessary  to  resort  to  internal  taxation, 
it  would  be  indispensable  to  have  small  bills  in 
ciroulation.  without  which  the  revenue  could 
not  be  collected.  Silver  and  gold,  Mr.  L.  said, 
would  forever  centre  in  the  cities ;  they  would 
not  remain  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country, 
and,  in  their  absence,  small  bills  were  indispen- 
sable. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  country 
banks  would  not  be  prevented  from  issuing 
them. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the 
objections  to  this  resolution,  which  proposed  to 
establish  no  principle,  but  merely  to  make  an 
inquiry.  What  was  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion? It  was  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  measure  which,  if  adopted^  would  probably 
have  the  effect  to  force  a  general  specie  cur- 
rency. Certainly,  if  it  had  that  effect,  a  great 
benefit  would  result  to  society  from  its  adop- 
tion ;  because  specie  is  subject  to  no  variation, 
and  will  answer  all  purposes  in  aU  places^  which 
paper  currency  will  not.  He  could  not  see 
that,  by  this  measure,  the  United  States  Bank 
was  to  be  benefited  either  one  way  or  anoth- 
er ;  and,  as  to  the  abstract  policy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  did  not  see  how  a  doubt 
could  exist. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 69  votes  to  40. 


Fbidat,  December  29. 

Another  member  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  Samuxl  Hbbbiok,  appeared,  and  took  his 
«eat.  

WsDNSSDAT,  January  15, 1821. 

Military  Academy. 

Mr.  Cankon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  for  consideration : 

JUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
cadets  educated  at  the  Militaiy  Academy  that  have 
remained  in  the  service  of  toe  United  States  five 
years;  also,  the  number  that  have  received  com- 
missions, and  have  resigned  before  the  expiration  of 
&Ye  years ;  also,  the  nimiber  that  have  left  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  without  oommissions,  and  the  amount 
of  money  that  has  been  paid  to  each  one ;  also,  the 
sums  of  money  that  have  been  piud  to  cadets  who 
were  permitted  to  stay  at  home  (if  any)  for  the  time 


between  their  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
mustered  at  the  academy;  also,  the  whole  number 
educated  at  the  academy,  who  were  in  the  senrice  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  num« 
her  of  those,  thus  engaged  in  the  service,  who  were 
in  any  battle  or  battles  fonght  during  said  time  with 
the  enemies  of  our  countnr ;  also,  the  whole  expense 
of  maintaining  officers  and  instructors  of  the  academy 
each  year,  since  the  year  1802 ;  the  whole  expense 
of  ammunition  and  soldiers  that  have  been  placed  at 
the  academy,  for  their  assistance,  since  its  first  estab- 
lishment ;  also,  how  far  martial  law  has  been  car- 
ried into  effect  there,  and  whether,  or  not,  &e  profes- 
sors and  teachers  are,  or  have  been,  under  martial 
lawy  and  whether,  or  not,  any  of  the  cadets  have 
been  sent  from  said  academy,  or  dismissed  by  order 
of  the  superintendent,  or  any  other  officer,  without  a 
trial,  or  any  specifio  charge  being  proved  against 
them ;  also,  how  many  foreigners  are  professors  or 
teachers  in  said  academy ;  and  the  number  of  cadets, 
if  any,  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  same  firam 
the  families  of  foreigners. 

Beduetion  of  Enpefnditwrei. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UnioUf 
took  into  consideration  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Jie$ol9edf  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Grovemment  should  be  reduced; 
that,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is 
further, 

2.  Retolvedf  That  all  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interests,  shall  be  abolished. 

3.  JUaolvod,  That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  officers^ 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809,  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at 
that  period. 

4.  Muoived^  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving 
such  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regaiS 
to  that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  p^lic 
interest ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general 
staff  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army 
when  reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Reaoived,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shall  be  so 
made  atf  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  ex- 
tending the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted. 

6.  Betolvedj  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  Uie  increase 
of  the  Navy,  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

7.  Revived,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one-half  of  the  naval  force  now  employ- 
ed, and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

And  the  same  having  been  read — 
>Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  task  which  I  have  un- 
dertaken, to  investigate  all  the  subjects  involv- 
ed in  the  resolutions  just  read,  would  be  a  fear- 
ful one,  to  heads  much  more  profound  than 
mine.    But,  as  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
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oommittee  are  not  prepared  to  expect  a  display 
of  anj  profouDd  ideas  from  me,  I  deem  an 
apology  for  the  very  imperfect  views  which  I 
shall  offer  quite  mmecessary. 

Broad  as  the  resolntions  would  appear,  they 
are  defective,  in  not  embracing  all  the  objects 
upon  which  I  mean  to  tonch  m  the  conrse  of 
my  remaricB.  For  this  reason  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  one  or  two  amendments 
before  the  investigation  of  them  shall  be 
doeed. 

I  think  the  preference  which  is  to  be  given 
to  the  form  in  which  these  resolntions  have 
been  introduced,  will  be  obvious.  They  admit 
of  the  committee's  taking  a  full  view  of  the 
state  of  the  nation.  They  admit  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  financial  resources  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  sources  from  which  revenue  is  derived 
by  the  existing  laws;  into  the  extent  of  the 
▼arions  establishments  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money ;  the  necessi^  and 
QBefoInesB  of  them,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
revenue  to  their  maintenance;  whether  they 
are  to  be  supported  by  the  imposition  of  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  the  people,  in  the  shape  of 
loans  or  taxes,  or  whether  the  interests  and  true 
policy  of  the  nation  wotdd  not  rather  point  to 
their  reduction  in  preference  to  such  a  resort 
The  importance  of  the  question  involved  in  such 
an  iDmury  will  not  be  denied.  Attempts  at  a 
partUd  view  of  them,  and  at  making  partial  re- 
dactions in  the  public  expenses,  are  always  at- 
tended with  the  danger  of  doing  notldng,  or  of 
nmning  into  an  extreme  parsimony  in  relation 
to  particular  obiects.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  determine  what  shall  be  the 
**  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  land  and  labor 
of  the  country  to  be  placed  at  Hie  disposition 
of  Government.'^  This  must  be  determined  by 
the  capacity  of  the  people  to  contribute  this 
portion.  When,  however,  it  is  ascertained,  it 
tt  ririit  that  you  should  have  before  your  eyes 
all  the  objects  of  expenditure,  before  you  will 
be  able  properly  to  distribute  it  among  the 
several  oqjects. 

By  what  principles  the  Legislature  of  this  na- 
tion shall  be  governed  in  determining  this  ^^  por- 
tion of  the  product  of  land  and  labor,"  (which 
is  only  a  definition  of  what  are  cidled  taxes,) 
has  been  a  subject  of  great  discussion  and  con- 
trariety of  opinion,  from  the  institution  of  the 
Ooremment  to  the  present  day.  My  opinion 
QpOQ  the  subject  can  be  expressed  in  a  very  few 
words :  The  people  of  that  nation  are  happiest 
whose  righto  are  protected  at  the  least  expense, 
with  the  least  danger  from  the  instruments  of 
protection,  and  where  there  are  the  fewest  ob- 
stacles created,  by  law,  to  the  exercise  of  indi- 
Tidnal  industry,  and  the  display  of  individual 
enterprise.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  contro- 
versy upon  a  position  so  reasonable  and  plain. 

We  Ixtast  that  our  form  of  government  best 
•dmits  of  reducing  the  principle  I  have  steted 
into  practice.  I  very  much  fear  that  history 
^  yet  to  determine,  from  our  conduct,  wheth- 
er, like  the  Ath^iians  in  relation  to  politeness, 


we  shall  show  that  we  only  know  it,  or,  like 
the  Lacedemonians,  we  practise  it.  That  we 
have  an  idea  of  it  I  think  is  very  evident ;  for 
no  people  under  the  sun  boast  more  of  their  na- 
tional simplicity,  frugality,  and  economy  than 
we  do,  even  at  the  very  moment  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  public  burdens  is  required  to  de- 
fray the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year.  To 
prove  a  conformity  between  the  boast  and  the 
fact,  is  a  ta^  I  have  no  disposition  to  under- 
take. 

Admitting  the  practicability  of  economical 
principles,  (which^  so  far  from  denying,  I  shall 
attempt,  before  I  conclude,  to  prove,)  I  will 
take  tJie  liberty  to  say,  that  in  no  nation  can 
texation  be  rendered  more  oppressive  than  in 
ours.  This  arises  from  our  form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  from  that  ^^  imperium  in  imperio,^^  that 
exercise  of  two  distinct  kinds  of  sovereignty  bv 
the  same  people,  of  which  we  are  so  proud. 
The  affairs  of  the  Confederacy  are  administered 
by  one  body  of  magistracy,  under  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  must  be  supported  in  its  ex- 
penses. The  government  of  each  Stete,  in 
whose  care  is  confided  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  people^s  rights,  is  conducted  by  another  body 
of  magistracy,,  and  must  also  be  supported.  The 
expenses  of  either  government  taken  separately, 
have  nothing  iJunning  in  tneir  amount.  If 
added  together,  they  are  swelled  to  an  enor- 
mous sum,  and  it  requires  but  little  augmente- 
tion  to  make  them  onerous  indeed.  Suppose 
the  General  Grovemment  should  determine 
upon  some  grand  and  expensive  political  scheme, 
the  execution  of  which  requires  an  increase  of 
revenue ;  for  instence,  a  magnificent  scheme  of 
internal  improvements,  in  favor  of  which  a  vote 
of  this  House  has  already  been  had ;  and  that 
one  of  the  States,  say  Few  York,  determines 
on  a  similar  scheme,  as  she  has  done,  also  re- 
quiring an  increase  of  Stete  revenue ;  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  that 
State  would  be  rapidly  increased?  I  have  al- 
luded to  this  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
only  by  way  of  exemplifying  my  ideas.  I^ 
however,  the  view  is  extendea  to  all  the  pow- 
ers which  may  be  exercised  bv  each  sovereignty, 
requiring  the  expenditure  of  monev,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  adoption  of  but  very  few  of  these 
magnificent  schemes  will  make  the  public  bur- 
dens akrminglv  oppressive,  and  destructive  of 
a  large  share  of  our  comforts. 

The  facility  with  which  tiiis  state  of  things 
could  be  produced,  was  most  distinctly  per- 
ceived bv  the  people  who  authorized  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  by  whose 
authority  it  was  put  in  operation.  The  old 
Federal  Government  asked  of  the  Stotes  the 
power  to  impose  a  very  small  tax  on  commerce. 
The  convention  which  met  to  confer  that  power 
produced  the  Federal  Constitution  as  the  result 
of  their  labors,  and  submitted  it  to  the  people 
for  their  ratification.  In  their  examinations  of 
this  instrument,  they  oould  but  see  how  injuria 
ously  the  unlimited  power  of  taxation  therein 
conferred  might  be  exercised. 
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Gentlomon  can  see,  by  tarning  to  the  yarioos 
acts  of  ratification,  how  many  oi  the  States,  by 
express  declarations  and  limitations,  attempted 
to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  Federal  Gk)yermnent,  and  to 
settle  the  principles  of  policy  by  which  the 
agents  employed  in  the  administration  of  that 
government  should  be  guided.  These  acts 
speak  a  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  language  is 
held  by  the  people  by  whom  the  Federal  Ck>n- 
stitution  was  made  and  ratified  to  their  servants 
thereafter  to  be  appointed  to  execute  the  pur- 

goses  of  it  It  IS  in  these  acts  that  we  sliall 
rst  discover  the  marks  of  distinction  between 
what  has  since  been  appropriately  denominated 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  reve- 
nue. By  the  first  was  meant  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  commerce,  to  which  has  since  been 
added  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  by  the 
second,  internal  taxes  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  term.  Here  it  is  that  we  see  the  makers  of 
the  constitution  declaring  that  "  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  liberty,"  and 
that  the  defence  of  the  country  shall  rest  upon 
the  militia.  Here,  in  short,  we  shall  see  asserted 
and  dictated,  in  the  plainest  terms,  all  those 
principles  or  economy  and  rules  of  political 
conduct  which  I  am  attempting  to  aavooate. 
To  read  the  whole  of  these  ratifications  would 
tax  tiie  patience  of  the  committee  more  than  I 
wish ;  but  I  pray  their  indulgence  in  reading 
one  or  two  of  them.  The  ratification  of  New 
York  contains  tiie  following  expressions :  "  That 
the  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms ; 
that  a  well-regulated  militia,  including  the  body 
of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms,  is  the 

g roper,  natural,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free 
tate."  *^That  standing  armies,  in  times  of 
peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not 
to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and 
that  at  all  tunes  the  military  should  be  under 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power."  ^^  That 
Congress  will  not  lay  direct  taxes  in  this  State, 
but  when  moneys  arising  from  the  imposts  and 
excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies, nor  then,  until  Oongress  shall  first  have 
made  a  requisition  upon  the  State  to  assess, 
levy,  and  pay  the  amount  of  such  requisition," 
&c.*  On  this  last  subject  the  language  of  the 
ratification  of  North  Carolina  is  as  follows: 
''  When  Congress  shall  lay  direct  taxes  or  ex- 
cises, they  shall  inomediately  inform  the  execu- 
tive  power  of  each  State,"  &c.t  Such,  sir,  was 
l^e  jealousy  displayed  by  the  people  of  the 
States — ^parties  to  the  constitution — ^in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  internal  taxes.  That  they  in- 
tended that  the  General  Gbvernment  should 
rely  only  upon  the  imposts  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses in  times  of  peace,  cannot  admit  a  doubt. 
I£  however,  the  public  exigencies — ^if  a  state 
01  war,  or  other  extraordinary  circumstance, 

« 

*  Bee  JonnuJ  of  the  Federal  Coiutitation,  pages  427, 48L 
t  Ibid,  page  444.    Nearij  the  same  language  is  need  in  the 

fatlilcatlona  of  MaasaehoBetta,  New  Hampahire,  Virginia, 

South  Carolina,  and  Bhodo  lala&d. 


should  require  it,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was 
resort  to  be  had  to  other  sources  of  revenue,  so 
long  as  the  necessity  should  continue.  What 
was  it,  sir,  but  a  departure  from  those  princi- 
ples, and  some  others  prescribed  in  the  same 
imperative  manner,  that  caused  the  people,  at  a 
later  period  in  the  Gk)vemment,  to  withdraw 
their  confidence  from  their  agents  then  in  the 
administration  of  affisurs,  and  to  substitute  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  his  friends  in  their  places?  The 
mention  of  the  name  of  this  distiuguished  man 
leads  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  certain  opinions  of  his,  in  corroboration  of 
the  ideas  I  have  advanced;  not  because  they 
are  his  opinions,  but  because  they  were  those  of 
the  people  at  tnat  period.  They  will  also  be 
found  in  tilie  writings  and  speeches  of  the  ^'  con- 
script fathers,"  and  the  reports  and  proceedings 
of  Congress  of  that  day.  Mr.  Jefferson's  opin- 
ions were  then  considered  as  the  test  of  politi- 
cal orthodoxy.  I  am  aware,  sir,  there  has  since 
been  a  considerable  change  in  the  times,  and 
that,  in  this  change,  men  have  not  been  able  to 
preserve  a  uniformity  of  political  visage.  But 
if  his  principles  were  then  founded  in  truth  and 
political  propriety,  they  are  now  equally  worthy 
of  being  adopted  in  practice.  Such  is  certainly 
my  opinion  of  them,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not 
relinquish  them.  In  ms  inaugural  speech, 
among  other  principles  advanced  by  him,  are 
the  following :  "  A  well-disciplined  militia,  our 
best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  mpmeuts 
of  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them ;  the  su- 
premacy of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority ; 
eoonomy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may 
be  lightly  burdened;  the  honest  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  sacred  preservation  of  tiie  public 
fjuth;  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of 
commerce,  as  its  handmaid ;"  (the  word  manur 
/acturei  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  sentence- 
should  it  hereafter  creep  in,  I  hope  it  will  be 
understood  to  be  an  interpolation,)  ^  the  diffu- 
sion of  information,  and  the  arraignment  of  all 
abuses  at  the  bar  of  the  pubHc  reason ;  freedom 
of  religion — ^freedom  of  the  press — and  freedom 
of  persons  under  the  protection  of  the  habeas 
earpns;  and  trial  by  juries  impartially  selected." 
These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps 
through  an  age  of  revolution  and  reformation. 
The  wisdom  of  our  sages  and  blood  of  our  he- 
roes have  been  devoted  to  their  attainment ; 
they  should  be  the  creed  of  our  political  faith, 
the  text  of  civic  institutions,  the  touchstone  by 
which  to  try  the  services  of  those  we  trust ;  and 
should  we  wander  from  them  in  moments  of 
error  or  of  alajrm,  let  us  hasten  to  retrace  our 
steps,  and  to  regain  tiie  road  which  alone  leads 
to  peace,  Hberty,  and  safety.  How  beautifbl 
the  style — ^how  much  more  beautiftil  the  prin- 
ciples 1  It  would  be  a  speculation  not  entirely 
fruitless  to  compare  our  present  political  course 
v/iih  that  of  the  administration  just  previous  to 
the  delivery  of  this  speech,  and  test  its  correct- 
ness by  the  "touchstone"  of  these  principles. 
Then  an  army  in  time  of  profound  peace  waa 
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deemed  proper — ao  it  u  now.  Then  an  ezpen- 
are  navy  was  to  be  created  and  rapported-^flo 
it  is  now.  Ilien  a  large  debt  was  not  consid- 
ered s  national  corse — nor  is  it  now.  Then  a 
latitndinous  oonstmction  of  the  constitution  was. 
the  fashionable  doctrine — so  it  is  now,  by  more 
than  one  solemn  vote  of  this  House.  Then  a 
sedition  law  was  both  proper  and  oonstitntion- 
aL*  In  another  branch  of  the  Legialatnre  they 
have  lately  said  it  was  not  nnconstitational. 
The  oomparison  might  be  nrged  mndi  farther, 
bat  I  wiU  not  pnrsne  it 

In  his  first  Message  to  Congress,  Mr.  Jeffer^ 
son  speaks  the  following  language : 

**  War,  indeed,  and  untoward  eventa,  may  change 
this  |iiiwyect  of  tilings,  and  call  for  expenseB  which 
the  w^otts  eotdd  not  meet.  Bnt,  soond  principles 
win  not  jnsdQr  oar  taxmg  the  indnttiy  of  oar  fellow- 
citiaena  to  aeenmnlate  treasara  for  wars  to  happen 
we  kaow  not  when,  and  which  might  not,  perhaps, 
happen,  but  from  the  temptations  oflfored  by  that 


''These  'news,  howeTer,  of  redncing  onr  bnrdens, 
are  formed  on  the  expectation  that  a  ssnst'Me,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  mdiOary  reduction,  may  take  place 
In  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this  pnrpose  those 
of  the  CiTil  Government  the  Aimy,  uid  Navy,  will 
need  revisaL  When  we  consider  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  chaiged  with  the  external  and  mntoal  rela- 
tioDS  only  of  these  States;  that  the  States  themselvefl 
have  the  principal  care  of  onr  persons,  our  property, 
and  onr  xepntation,  constitating  the  mat  field  of 
hmnaa  ooooenia,  we  may  well  doubt  whether  our  or- 
gamiation  is  not  too  complicated,  too  expensive; 
whether  officers  and  offices  have  not  been  multipUed 
■nwfcfasirily,  and  sometimes  injuriously  to  the  aer- 
Tioe  they  were  meant  to  promote." 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  haying  de- 
tained them  so  long  by  reading  these  extracts. 
Bnt  really  they  are  so  applicable  to  the  present 
■toation  of  the  nation,  that  they  seem  to  be 
addressed  to  ns  with  equal  propriety  as  to  the 
Congress  for  whom  they  were  mtended.  Tes, 
sir,  if  a  system  of  economy  were  not  recom- 
mended to  ns  by  its  evident  propriety,  mider 
the  most  fitvorable  circamstances,  we  are  now 
driyen  to  its  adoption  by  the  embarrassments 
bj  which  we  are  surrounded.  What  is  our 
present  condition  t  What  is  the  state  of  the 
nation? 

We  haye  an  army,  which,  with  its  various 
appendages^  is  more  numerous  than  it  ever  was 
before  in  a  time  of  peace. 

We  have  a  navy,  the  force  and  expense  of 
which  have  almost  quadrupled  in  ten  years. 

We  have  a  pension  Est,  whose  rapid  g^rowth 
and  extended  length  should  affiright  us. 

We  have  a  dvil  list  of  constantly  increasing 
eroense. 

We  have  a  national  debt  of  $90,000,000, 
which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  diminishing, 
and  the  interest  upon  which  requires  more  than 
ooe-lbnrth  of  the  estimated  receipts  into  the 
Treasory  for  the  present  year. 

*  Tke  Senate  teftised  to  reftud  to  Mattbew  Lyon  a  fine 
'  on  Idjn  UKler  the  Sedition  law. 


And,  to  crown  the  whole,  for  the  last  and 
the  present  year,  the  annual  revenue  calculated 
to  be  received,  by  official  reports  submitted  to 
our  inspection,  is  insufficient  to  support  these 
establisnments,  by  millions  of  dollars. 

However  coolly  some  may  affect  to  view  this 
state  of  things,  to  me  it  presents  a  subject  of 
the  most  lively  interest.  It  is,  at  least,  suffi- 
ciently gloomy  to  urge  us  to  a  review  of  our 
poUoy,  and  to  correct  its  errors,  if  any  there 
are.  This  is  a  duty  which  the  nation  expects 
ns  to  perform,  and  let  us  not  shrink  £rom  the 
task. 


Wednesday,  January  15. 

Miuauri — Eer  Anomalous  Position, 

Mr.  Aboheb,  of  Virginia,  read  from  his  seat 
the  following  resolution : 

Jietolvedi  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  be  at  this  time 
existing,  and  in  force,  in  Miesonri,  any  legal  tribu* 
nals  or  tribunal,  derived  from  the  authonW  of  the 
United  States,  invested  with  competent  jurisdiction 
and  powers  for  the  examination  and  detennination  of 
cases  of  controveny  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise 
therein,  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  or  controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  are  or  may  become  a  party ;  and  if 
there  be  no  such  tribunals  or  tribunal,  then  to  report 
to  this  House  the  provisions  and  measures  which,  in 
their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  be  adopted  by 
Congress,  for  causing  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  respected, 
and  for  assuring  protection  to  the  property  and  other 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  citizens, 
within  Missouri. 

Before  forwarding  the  motion  to  the  Chair, 
Mr.  A.  stated  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  offer  it.  Whatever  might  be  the  situation  of 
Missouri  with  respect  to  this  Government,  the 
propriety  remained  the  same  of  instituting  the 
mquiry  he  proposed,  and  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution. He  must  be  candid  enough  to  state, 
however,  that  to  him  it  appeared  that  Missoun 
stood  entirely  disconnected  from  any  legal  or 
political  relation  with  this  Grovemment.  With 
our  own  hands,  said  Mr.  A.,  we  have  cut  all 
the  moorings  which  attached  her  to  it,  and  she 
floats  entirely  liberated  and  at  large.  She  stood 
formerly  in  ihe  relation  of  a  Territory  to  the 
United  States ;  she  had  proposed  to  assume  the 
new  relation  of  a  State  of  the  Union.  This 
House  had  refused  her  permission  to  do  so,  and, 
Mr.  A.  said,  she  stands  discharged  firom  all  re- 
lation to  the  Union.  It  was  vain  to  tell  him 
that  Missouri  was  a  Territory.  Such  an  asser- 
tion was  disproved  by  the  fact,  known  to  every 
one,  that  she  had  discarded  every  attribute  of 
that  character.  The  concession  which  Con- 
gress made  to  Missouri  at  the  last  session,  Mr. 
A.  said,  consisted  of  two  parts :  the  permission 
to  depart  from  the  existing  relations  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, an4  the  permission  to  assume,  under 
certain  conditions,  the  relations  of  a  member  of 
the  Confederacy.     She  must  have  departed 
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from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  she 
could  have  availed  herself  of  the  second  part  of 
the  concession  to  her.  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  Union?  Not  a  Territory, 
but  a  State.  Missouri  was  therefore  obliged  to 
cease  to  be  a  Territory  before  she  could  be  in  a 
condition  to  claim  admission  into  the  Union; 
and  she  became  a  State.  Not  only,  then,  in 
point  of  fact,  but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missouri 
IS  no  longer  a  Territory. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimating,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wished  to  be  permanently  discon- 
nected from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she 
was  attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  genera- 
ted by  her  descent  from  it,  and  by  a  true  rev- 
erence for  the  principles  of  its  institutions.  Nor 
did  he  say  that  she  had  shown  any  disposition 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the 
Union :  it  was  this  House  which  had  itself  cut 
loose  the  harness,  and  thrown  away  the  reins. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  Ck>ngress  could 
act  at  all  at  present  with  reference  to  Missouri, 
such  was  now  her  condition,  that  it  could  not 
act  by  law,  but  must  act  by  force.  The  author- 
ity of  the  tFnion  might  hang  over  her,  but  there 
was  no  legal  modes  by  which  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. AU  its  ordinary  and  regular  conductors 
were  broken  off.  Wim  regard  to  Mssouri,  Mr. 
A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
individual  rights,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  secure.  Many  of  them,  for  exam- 
ple, had  received  donations  of  land  in  that  Ter- 
ritory, in  requital  of  their  services,  of  their 
blood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for 
their  country.  Congress  were  bound,  by  the 
most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  to  insure  protec- 
tion to  those  rights.  The  question,  therefore, 
which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  gentlemen  was  this :  Whore  are  the  tribunals 
and  methods  by  which  these  and  other  rights 
can  be  protected — ^where  the  channels  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  Government  can  be  en- 
forced ?  No  man  could  say  that  there  existed 
such  tribunals  or  channels  for  the  enforcement 
of  our  authority.  My  proposition,  said  lilr.  A., 
is  not  presented  because  of  any  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the  ambiguity 
of  it — ^because  no  man  can  say  what  it  is.  Sup- 
pose, he  said,  that  he  was  right  in  his  opinion 
of  the  condition  of  Missouri ;  every  one  would 
say  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  with 
the  view  to  establish  some  bonds  of  relation  be- 
tween Missouri  and  this  Government.  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  thb  point; 
the  inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  he  and  others  enter- 
tained. In  every  view  in  which  he  considered 
the  subject,  he  thought  the  inquiry  ought  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  propose  that  this  in- 
quiry should  be  committed  to  himself,  or  to 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  but  he 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  standing  committee  of 
the  House,  which  might  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  be  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  at  the  head  of 
which  (Mr.  SfiRGSA^rr)  was  one  of  the  most 
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prominent  of  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion  on  this  topic. 

Mr.  A  said  he  was  far  from  supposing  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  proposi- 
tion ;  but,  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  the 
opponents  of  it,  that  they  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves to  direct  the  course  of  our  legLsiation  on 
this  subject,  and.  if  they  had  not  foundered, 
they  had  at  least  Drought  us  into  the  neighbor- 
hood of  shoals  and  breakers.  If  gentiemen  who 
constitute  the  late  minority  of  this  House  were 
to  refuse  to  agree  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  he 
would  then  say,  what  he  was  now,  very  far 
from  saying,  that  they  were  afraid  to  pursae 
the  principle  of  their  own  vote  in  its  operation, 
and  to  stand  confronted  with  the  results. 

The '  resolution  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair — 

Mr.  SsBGBAirr  suggested  that  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to 
be  acted  upon  without  affording  an  opportunity 
to  every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it. 
He  therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  course 
to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing 
inquiry  merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter 
of  course  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved 
by  any  gentieman.  When  the  committee  should 
report  would  be  the  time  for  deciding  any  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  SsBOBANT  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  pro- 
position for  inquiry,  in  the  ordinary  shape  of 
such  propositions,  there  would  be  no  force  in 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  tiiousht  it  perfectly  plain 
and  obvious  that  this  resolution  assumed,  as  the 
groundwork  of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to 
Missouri,  about  which  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  this  House  had  already  been  more 
or  less  expressed.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  no 
doubt,  by  the  mover,  and  his  proposition  as- 
sumed it  as  a  fact,  that,  in  consequence  of  some- 
thing which  has  happened,  a  change  has  been 
produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in  regard 
to  the  Union,  which  renders  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  new  legislation  in  regard  to  it ; 
and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  certainly,  and  what  a  large 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If  a 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Mis- 
souri to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  discussed  and  de- 
cided in  this  House,  before  a  committee  was 
charged  with  it  in  any  shape.  The  inquiry 
wheUier  the  relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union 
be  in  reality  changed,  must  precede  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is,  which  as- 
sumes that  a  new  code  of  laws  Sb  necessary  for 
its  government.  He  thought  this  House  ought 
not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  go  into  the  dia* 
cussion  of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  he  with  this  opinion,  that  he  had 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  and, 
if  the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he 
should  certainly  vote  against  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  had  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion wocdd  have  appeared  to  the  House  to  he 
sach  a  one  as  did  not  involve  any  of  the  qaes- 
tions  wluch  had  heen  suggested.  As,  however, 
time  was  desired,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  consent  to  its  lying  on  the  tahle 
hd^  to-morrow.  But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it 
did  not  involve  any  such  question  as  had  heen 
floppoeed.  It  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter of  fact,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal 
in  Missoari  adequate  to  particular  objects.  It 
proo^ds  on  the  supposition  that  every  party  in 
the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the  actual  rela- 
tion which  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union — ^to  de- 
cide whether  it  be  necessary  to  legislate  or  not 
to  legialat^^  on  the  subject ;  not  only  to  a:<certain 
what  is  the  relation  between  Missouri  and  the 
Union,  bat  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do,  if  any 
thing,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  thus  to  be  as- 
eertained.  Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
hdieyed  that  resolutions  of  inquiry  ought  in 
general  to  be  assented  to  without  objection, 
iDd  whilst  he  believed  this  to  be  of  that  char- 
act^  merely,  yet  if^  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
Intion,  it  ahould  appear  to  any  member,  and 
most  of  all  it  appeiued  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  assign  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  that  it  involved  an 
imp<«tant  principle,  he  admitted  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  time  for  the  consideration  of  it. 

lir.  Gsoea,  of  New  Tork,  said,  that  though 
he  presumed  he  entertained,  with  respect  to 
^  answer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
resDhition,  the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was 
ready  to  act  upon  it  without  delay.  If  he  be- 
Beved  that  it  took  anv  tbin^  for  granted,  par- 
ticolarly  if  he  believed  that  it  took  for  granted 
that  there  was  no  legal  tribunal  by  which  such 
questions  oould  be  settled,  he  should  certainly 
vote  fcH*  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a 
dilEerent  opinion,  he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tioD,  and  against  laying  it  on  the  table.  It 
would  be  well  recollected,  he  said,  that  during 
the  diacosnon  of  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
aion,  the  position  had  been  taken  that  Missouri 
was  a  StiU»,  and  that,  though  admitted  into  the 
Unioo,  flhe  was  an  independent  State.  This 
postion  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  whose  weight 
of  character  and  talents  gave  a  color  to  what- 
evo*  he  should  advance.  For  his  part,  Mr.  G. 
said,  when,  the  question  on  the  admission  of 
MisKmri  was  before  the  House,  he  had  made  up 
Us  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  He 
hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  Ihe  true 
aaewer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
frvor  of  the  resolution.  - 

Mr.  Fix>TD  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing 
for  ^10  HoQse  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  motions 
fcr  inqpiiry.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gen- 
Uemao  from  New  Tork  thought  so  clearly  on 
tiie  sobject.  As  this  was  an  important  subject, 
he  wished  to  record  his  opinion  on  the  post- 
ponement, and  therefore  required  that  the  ques- 
van  should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  tajs  having  been  ordered — 

Mr.  AsoHBB,  of  V  irg^nia,  said,  if  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay 
were  pressed,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course, 
he  should  be  bound,  by  considerations  of  cour- 
tesy^ to  accede  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  He  was  rather  disposed,  however,  to 
take  the  same  view  of  this  matter  as  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
eveiy  one,  before  he  gave  a  vote  against  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  must  have  foreseen  the 
necessity  for  a  resolution  and  inquiry  of  this 
sort.  Every  member  of  the  majority  of  the 
House  must  have  known  that  the  question  must 
have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or  other, 
and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  for  it. 
With  regard  to  the  character  of  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  not  novel  If  the  jfocts  should  be 
ascertained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
supposed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  die  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  &c. 

Mr.  FuLLBB  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  or  to- 
morrow ;  that  he  had  examined  it,  and  had  no 
great  objection  to  it;  but,  only  to  save  the 
needless  trouble  of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
withdraw  his  objection  to  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Abchbb  said  he  had  already  done  so,  if 
the  gentletnan  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it, 
though  such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his 
opinion  necessary  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Sebgeant  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia  had  concurred  in 
considering  this  resolution  as  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he 
understood  this  resolution  at  all,  it  proposed  an 
inquiry,  not  into  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  matter 
of  law,  and  that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point 
on  which  there  was  known  to  be  more  or  less 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  quea- 
tion,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal  in 
^Ossouri,  was  not  a  question  of  fact,  but  it  was 
a  question  of  law.  It  was  not  a  question  whe- 
ther tribunals  heretofore  have  existed,  but  whe- 
ther they  do  now  exist.  There  was  an  objec- 
tion to  referring  to  a  committee  an  inquiry  into 
a  matter  of  law,  whidi  is  not  to  be  tested  by 
evidence,  &c,  but  must  depend  upon  opinion, 
which  every  member  in  his  place  would  form 
as  well  as  a  committee,  whose  report  on  such  a 
subject  would  only  leave  the  question  where  it 
stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  Missouri,  it  must  be  perfectiy 
obvious  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the 
previous  question ;  and  the  clear  course  would 
be  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  then 
send  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  report  such 
bills  as  should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 
He  did  not  know  that,  on  further  examination, 
the  resolution  might  be  liable  to  the  objectioti 
he  now  felt  to  it ;  but  he  wished  time  to  decide 
that  point 
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Mr.  Stosbs  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table,  for  this  reason — that  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  have  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  aot  on  the  snbject 
He  had  himself  no  information  whatever  which 
went  to  show  that  Missonri  was  not  in  the  same 
situation  now  that  she  had  been  for  the  few 
jears  past,  except  that  her  convention  had  met, 
and  agreea  upon  a  form  for  her  future  govern- 
ment. He  did  not  say  that  he  had  not  heard, 
out  of  doors,  that  she  had  elected  a  Governor, 
Legislature,  &o.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  un- 
til the  information  was  given  to  him  officially, 
on  which  he  was  to  act.  A  resolution  addressed 
to  the  Executive,  who  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  IMted  States, 
would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  necessary  infor- 
mation. For  aught  we  know  officially,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  m  that 
Territory  may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  ftill 
disdiarge  of  all  their  functions.  He  could  not 
consent  to  assume  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  lOssouriwas  in  ftill 
operation.  He  could  not  assume  it  as  a  fact, 
that  the  President  has  failed  in  his  duty  of  ap- 
pointing a  Governor  and  other  officers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  laws.  By  entertsdnuig  this  in- 
quiry, said  Mr.  S.,  the  House  would  assume,  in 
some  degree,  the  duties  of  the  Executive,  and 
bring  us  in  collision  with  that  department.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  cons^t  that  this 
House  should  thus  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
sibility which  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Government.  Whenever  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  set  at  de- 
fiance, or  whenever,  from  any  cause  whatever, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  that  Ter- 
ritory should  be  at  an  end,  he  presumed  Con- 
gress would  receive  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment information  of  it.  Until  such  information 
was  received,  he  could  not  agree  to  consider  the 
subject.  When  it  did  come,  he  reserved  to 
himself  to  decide  what  course  ought  to  be  taken. 
But  the  proper  course  for  gentlemen  at  the 
present  time  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  csll  on 
the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  present  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c.  If  the  President 
should  say,  in  reply,  that  the  laws  are  not  exe- 
cuted, and  our  authority  not  in  existence,  it 
would  then  be  time  enough  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  the  time  might  come,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  when  he  should  not 
have  the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution  : 
but^  he  must  be  allowed  to  state,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  present  was  the  proper  time.  It 
was  well  understood  that  there  were  several 
projects  on  foot  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union.  When  all  these  &iled,  he  sdd, 
he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  as- 
sent to  this  resolution.  If  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  say  that  no  further  efforts  would  be 
made  to  accomplish  that  object^  he  was  ready 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.    But,  he  said, 


in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  discussion  will  be  revived  on  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate :  in  the  paper  frt>m 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or 
three  letters  from  Washington  to  that  effect. 
The  understanding  was^  he  believed,  that  per- 
haps next  week  the  resolution  on  the  table  of 
the  Olerk  might  be  called  up  and  decided  on. 
If  every  effort  should  fail  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a 
resolution  as  this,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not  till 
then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was 
not  unprecedented.  He  agreed  fully  in  opin- 
ion witn  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  res- 
olution ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
should  not  agree  to  take  it  up  again  untU  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  shoSd  have  been 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  a  very  little  reflection 
would  satisfy  any  one  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  postpone  this  resolution  until  the  other  ques- 
tion referred  to  should  be  decided.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  the  consideration,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  this  resolution 
might  have  considerable  influence  on  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate.  It  appeared  to  hma,  he  had  no  heatsr 
tion  in  saying,  that  no  man  could  vote  on  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
unless  his  mind  was  made  up  on  the  topics 
presented  by  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  Whilst  up,  Mr.  L.  adverted  to  what 
had  fallen  from  his  friend  from  New  York,  who 
opposed  the  resolution  because  we  know  noth- 
ing officially  of  any  change  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  Missouri.  If  we  knew  nothing  on  that 
subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason  enough 
for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject.  We  must  not  act  on  such 
information,  but  was  it  ever  before  heard  that 
we  must  not  inquire  into  any  matter  because 
it  has  been  spoken  of  out-of-doors  only?  The 
practice  of  every  day  was  different.  But,  if 
official  information  was  necessary,  the  House 
had  that  information.  It  had  information,  from 
the  constitution  presented  by  Missouri,  that,  at 
a  certain  time,  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  to  determine,  and  that  of  a  new 
State  to  commence.  He  did  not  here  speak  of 
the  question  of  right  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  but  of  the  question  of  fact  It  was 
true  that  there  was  a  question  of  fact  presented 
by  this  resolution,  but  it  was  also  true  that 
there  was  a  question  of  law,  and  nothing  was 
more  usual  than,  in  regard  to  questions  of  lilw, 
to  refer  them  to  the  committee  of  this  House 
consisting  of  legal  men,  constituted  to  con- 
sider such  questions,  being  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stohss  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on 
the  subject  now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
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the  proper  ooorae  would  be,  first  to  oall  on  the 
EzecntiYe. 

Mr.  Abohbb  said  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed pofltponement,  only  because,  as  the 
Borer  of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so. 
If  not  thus  obliged,  ne  should  have  voted 
igaiDst  postponement.  The  objections  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  resolntion,  he  said,  were  not 
eonaistent — one  gentleman  opposed  it  because 
it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  facts ;  another  be- 
ciiiae  it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
law.  Both  oljjections  could  not  be  sound.  He 
belieTed,  he  sud,  in  conclusion,  that  the  re- 
qNNisea  to  this  resolution  would  be  very  easy 
indeed ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  indulge  the 
lemark,  that,  in  the  reluctance  of  gentlemen  to 
act  on  the  subject,  he  found  a  confirmation  of 
las  belief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily  given. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
taUe  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
md  nays,  91  votes  to  58,  as  follows : 

Tbab. — Meisn.  Adams,  Alexander,  Andenon,  Ar- 
of  Yiniiiia,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Btndi,  Bnffiim,  Batler  of  New  Hunpshiie,  Camp- 
UI,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cnshman,  Gathbert,  Dane,  Den- 
aiaao,  Dickmson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticat, 
Eartisy  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Fonest,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gfiom  of  Pemuylvania,  Gnyon,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Han  of  Delaware,  Hardixi,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Bobait,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Ejnaley,  Lathrop,  Lin- 
floln,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCnlloagh,  McLane  of  Del- 
avam,  Ifallazy,  Marchand,  Meeeb,  Meigs,  Monell, 
E.  Mooie,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Mnrray,  Nel- 
■B  of  llasaaehusetts,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pat- 
toson,  Phelpe,  Philson,  Plainer,  Bandolph,  Bich, 
Bkhards,  Bichmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnss, 
Sawyer,  Semant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smytii 
eTTifi^nua,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
ef  Toxnonl^  Strang  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Yaa  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
ano,  aad  Wood--91. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  AUen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
flf  MarjlMJoA,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
BivTaiQ,  Brown,  Bzyan,  Burton,  BnrweU,  Bntler  of 
IflnWana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Ccfcke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Oawted,  CroweD,  Cnlpeper,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
Kfltdi  Cairolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gray,  Gross  of  New 
Yofk,  Jarkwin,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vixginia,  Jones  of 
Tssneaaee,  Kliismr,  little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lmo  of  Kentucky,  MetcaU^  Montgomery,  T.  L. 
Hoore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Viiginia,  Oyerstreet,  Parker 
if  Thsiiua,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
Kew  «&ney.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
no,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Williams  of  Viiginia,  and  Williams  of  Nortii  Carolina 


Satubday,  January  6. 

Death  of  Mr.  Linn, 

Mr.  SovTHASD  announced  the  death  of  JoHir 
Ln,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey.    Whereupon, 

Raohed,  imatummufy.  That  a  oommittee  be  ap- 
pMiii  il  to  take  order  for  sopezintending  the  funeral 
tf  Jofan  Unn,  deceased,  late  a  tepreaentative  from 
te  Slato  of  New  Jen^. 


Messrs.  Southabd,  Bateman,  Bloomfielih 
KiNBBY,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  Odlpkpeb,  and 
Mabohakd,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Iie9ohed,  imanitnoudy.  That  the  members  of  this 
Honse  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
John  Linn,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  ann  for  one  month. 

Retolved^  unanmousfyj  That  the  members  of  this 
Honse  will  attend  the  fnneral  of  the  late  John  Linn 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

BuJvedf  unanmotult/y  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  fnneral 
win  take  place  this  day  at  tiiree  o'clock,  from  the 
Hall  of  the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

MoiffDAY,  January  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Daihel  UniutB,  elected  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  uie  resignation  of 
Joseph  Heister,  appeared,  was  quidified,  and 
took  his  seat. 


TnssDAY,  January  9. 
MiMOfmr---Awnnalotu  Condition, 

Mr.  Abohxr,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  judicial  condition  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  *^  Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  said  resolution  ? "  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — ^yeas  66,  nays  78. 


Teubsday,  January  11. 

Limitation  of  the  Nanal  Foree^  and  Inquiry 
into  Naval  PmHom, 

Mr.  OoBB  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Setolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the  sernce  of 
the  United  States ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

Beiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  penaons  now  allowed  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  to  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
aervioe  of  the  United  States,  on  oontlqental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  [so  that  here- 
after the  pension  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be 
twelve  dolhure  per  month,  and  to  the  privates  five 
dollars  per  month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  oljectlon,  in  con- 
sequence of  whi<^  Mr.  Cobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  the  inquiry  general,  by  erasing  the  words 
in  brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modified^  there  were 
ayes  53,  noes  69.  So  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 
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Fbiday,  January  12. 
AvMndmrnt  <^  the  Journal— MiMowri  Question, 

The  first  entry  in  the  Joarnal  of  yesterday 
was  read,  in  the  following  words : 

*<  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  three  memorials  of  llie 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepzeeentatives  of  Minonri — 
one  praying  that  the  porchasers  of  pnbUc  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
snch  of  their  entries  as  the  said  payments  will  cover, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre,  relinqnidiing  the  re^due  of 
the  land  to  the  United  States — another  praying  that 
persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  pnbUo  lands,  may  be  permitted  to  make 
payment  for  said  lands  within  the  times  heretofore 
prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt  payment,  at  the  option 
of  the  persons  holding  snch  pre-emption  right — the 
other,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  therein  described;  which  memorials  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands." 

Mr.  BoBEBTSoK,  conceiving  that  Misaonri 
had,  in  this  entr^,  been  styled  a  Territory,  ob- 
jected to  her  beiDg  so  styled ;  bnt,  on  examina- 
tion, finding  it  was  not  so,  waived  a  motion  he 
was  abont  to  have  made  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  however,  adverting  to  the  terms  of 
the  memorial,  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be  from 
the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  of 
^'tJie  State  of"  Missouri,  though  not  so  stated 
in  the  Journal.  Mr.  0.  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  in  this  particular,  by  inserting  the 
words  ^  the  State  ol^"  before  the  word  *^  Mis- 
souri. 


» 


When  the  reporter  entered  the  HaU,  Mr. 
Babbottb  was  up,  arguing  in  favor  of  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  make  the  Journal  conform 
to  the  fact,  which,  he  contended,  it  did  not  as 
it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Ain>EBSON  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Journal,  as  it  stood,  expressed  truly  the  fact  of 
a  memorial  being  presented  firom  IkGssouri. 
Though  it  might  have  been  more  distinctly 
stated,  yet  the  omission  of  the  words  proposed 
to  be  inserted  did  not  take  from  Missouri  the 
character  of  a  State,  it  being  a  frequent  mode 
of  expression  in  regard  to  other  States,  to  spe^ 
of  them  without  the  prefix  of  "  the  State  of." 
Mr.  A.  also  suggested  a  wish  that  his  friends 
should  not  press  the  objection  thev  had  set  up, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a  decision  of  the  Missouri 
question,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  BoBEBTSOK  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  The  memorials,  he  said,  pro- 
fessed to  be  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  If  Missouri  had  not  been  considered 
as  a  State,  of  course  the  memorials  in  that 
Bhape  would  not  have  been  received.  Having 
been  received  as  memorials  from  the  State,  why 
should  not  the  fEict  be  correctiy  stated  on  the 
Journal? 

Mr.  McLai7k,  of  Delaware,  was  in  fl&vor  of 
the  proposed  amendment,  on  tJie  general  ground 
that,  if  it  took  place,  the  Joumfd  would  corre- 
spond more  precisely  with  the  fact  than  in  its 
present  shape. 


Mr.  Wakfield  said,  that  a  decision  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  express 
the  sense  of  the  House,  either  in  one  way  or  the 
other.  Oonceiving  that  the  entry  on  the  Jour- 
nal, as  it  now  stood,  was  an  entry  of  that  de- 
scription which  would  explain  sufficientiy  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  memorial,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulty,  to  insert  in  the  Journal 
the  words  ^*  purporting  to  be,"  a  memorial  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  he.  . 

Mr.  Cook  was  opposed  to  the  proposed 
amendment.  If  made,  he  sdd,  it  would  decide 
no  principle.  If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  call- 
ing her  so  would  not  make  her  so.  It  would 
be  an  equally  appropriate  amendment  to  style 
her  the  Kepublic  of  Missouri,  as  her  convention 
had  styled  ner  in  the  preamble  to  the  constitu- 
tion which  had  been  formed  for  her  govern- 
ment, &c. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  reply  to  a  wish  which  had  been 
•expressed,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
said  that  he  could  not  consent  to  do  it  He 
wished  the  Journal  to  conform,  as  it  ought,  to 
the  fistct  Three  memorials  had  been  pre^nted 
from  a  body,  organized  under  a  constitution  of 
government,  formed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  people  of  Missoori  to  form 
a  State  government.  In  that  shape  having 
been  presented,  in  that  and  in  no  other  ^ape 
could  the  memorials  have  been  received ;  and 
the  Journal  ought  to  state  the  &ct  as  it  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry,  he  said,  that  any 
discussion  should  have  arisen  as  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  any  paper  presented  to  the  House  in  the 
shape  of  a  memorial.  It  had  been  the  uniform 
practice,  in  making  up  the  Journal,  to  give  to 
memorialists  the  name  which  they  themselves 
assumed.  By  way  of  illustration,  he  referred 
to  the  memorial  presented  at  the  present  session 
from  persons  styling  themselves  the  National 
Institution  for  the  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, from  the  delegates  of  agricultural  societies, 
from  the  delegates  from  various  interests  at 
Philadelphia,  &c.,  all  of  which,  without  investi- 
gating the  merits  of  the  pretensions  of  the  re- 
spective memorialists,  had  been  announced  in 
the  Journal  in  their  own  language.  We  pay 
that  respect  to  petitioners,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  we 
designate  them  as  they  choose  to  designate 
themselves.  The  annunciation  on  the  Journid 
of  their  designations,  was,  properly,  a  mere  re- 
cital of  what  they  chose  to  call  themselves.  If 
the  principle  were  now  to  be  introduced,  that 
every  person  or  association  of  persons  were  to 
be  held  to  prove  that  they  really  are  what 
they  profess  to  be,  it  would  involve  the  House 
in  endless  difficulties.  He  was  therefore  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  lAx, 
Cobb. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  a  preliminary  remark 
or  two,  not  distinctiy  heard  from  the  pressing 
of  members  around  him,  said  that  he  rose  to 
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intiodace  a  precedent  applicable  to  this  occa- 
sion, which,  he  trosted,  would  be  received  with 
all  the  respect  dne  to  so  high  and  transcenden- 
tal aathoritj.  The  condnc^  said  he,  which  this 
Govemment  has  to  this  instant  porsned  towards 
tbe  State  of  Jfissouri,  is  sanctioned  by  the  con- 
duct wluch  was  pnrsned  towards  these  States 
vhen  colonies,  by  His  Britannic  Mtyesty  and 
bis  fiuthfiil  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
assembled.  What  was  their  la^oage  a&er  onr 
independence  was  declared  ?  What  was  their 
ooodaet  which  led  to  the  long  and  bloody  war 
vluch  terminated  in  ^e  acknowledgment  oi 
oor  independence?  The  very  langnage  which 
we  are  holding,  and  the  very  oondnct  we  are 
punning  towards  MissonrL  The  parallel,  said 
kr.  B.,  rons  on  all  fonrs.  In  onr  exti:eme  ten- 
derness for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  col- 
ored citizensi  we  have  already  brought  into 
jeopardy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  onr  white 
feuow-dtimis  as  well  as  of  those  colored  ones 
who  are  the  objects  of  onr  soMoitnde.  Mr.  B. 
Bud  be  had  intended  to  abstiiin,  as  he  had  until 
sow  abstained,  from  taking  any  part  or  lot  in 
this  affiur.  But  when  he  saw  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  porsning  a  course  of  conduct 
in  servile  imitation  of  the  British  Parliament, 
he  could  no  longer  refhun.  He  would  stake 
bis  salvation,  he  said,  dear  to  him  as  that  was, 
that)  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  con- 
tained an  inhibition  of  slavery,  the  House  would 
aev^  have  heard  of  the  objection  now  raised  to 
it;  and,  were  he  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of 
%  he  would  take  that  ground.  However  that 
mi^t  be^  he  said,  it  was  a  more  important 
matter  that  tiie  Journals  of  this  House  ahould 
contain  the  truth.  An  honorable  member  be- 
Idnd  him  had  uttered  the  sentiment,  the  other 
day,  that  it  was  proper  that  petitions  to  this 
House  should  contain  the  truth.  It  was  of  in- 
finitely more  importance,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the 
Journal  should  contain  the  truth ;  and  he  pro- 
Bonnoed  that  the  Journal  for  yesterday,  in  its 
present  mufilated,  mangled,  and  garbled  state, 
£d  not  speak  the  truth.  It  holds  out  that, 
flud  he,  which  we  know  to  be  false.  And  is  it 
a  mere  matter  of  form  that  we  should  send  out 
to  the  people,  as  the  record  of  our  proceedings, 
a  paper  which  contiuns,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  pal- 
pate and  atrocious  falsehood? 

Mr.  LrrrLE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial ;  it  was  read  in  part^  when  Mr.  L.  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied,  and  said  he  was  sorry 
the  Chair  had  departed  from  the  uniform  prao- 
taoe  and  resmlar  rule  in  recording  the  proceed- 
iB2s  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bhxi.  was  in  flavor  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  he 
though^  to  see  that  facts  were  correctly  stated 
ca  the  JonmaL  This  House  had,  in  its  public 
sets,  styled  Missouri  a  State ;  and  why  shoiQd 
ebe  not  be  so  called  on  the  Journal?  He  read 
the  caption  of  one  of  the  memorials  to  show 
that  it  purported  to  be  from  the  Senate  and 
Hoose  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
aosxi,  in  GeiMral  Assembly,  kc.    The  Journal, 


he  said,  ought  to  describe  the  memorial  as  it 
really  was. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  then 
taken — ^yeas  76,  and  nays  76. 

The  years  and  nays  being  equal  in  number, 
the  Spbajcbb  declared  his  vote  with  the  nays. 
So  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  rejected. 

On  this  result  being  declared — 

Mr.  Paseeb,  of  Virginia,  rose.  The  vote 
which  had  just  been  tsiken,  he  said,  was,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  of  that  geographical  charac- 
ter which  had  marked  the  whole  proceedings 
in  regard  to  Missouri.  For  his  own  part,  he 
said,  he  did  not  at  first  consider  this  question 
as  involving  any  matter  of  principle ;  but,  being 
a  new  member,  he  had  referred  to  the  Journal, 
and  he  found  that,  in  all  cases  of  memorials 
from  States,  they  have  been  stated  to  be  froim 
States ;  and  that  the  same  uniformity  of  prac- 
tice prevailed  as  to  memorials  from  Territorial 
legislatures.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a  devia- 
tion from  this  uniformity  of  practice  should 
have  occurred  in  this  particular  instance  of 
Missouri,  and  not  in  any  other.  There  was,  he 
said,  something  in  it — ^he  did  not  say  what  it 
was — ^but  he  was  for  consistency,  at  all  events, 
in  the  records  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union. 
He  was  for  the  records  of  £is  House  speaking, 
in  the  words  of  the  law,  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Under  this 
impression,  as  the  House  had  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge Missouri  to  be  a  State,  and  as  she 
must  be  a  territory,  if  she  be  not  a  State,  he 
moved  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  before  the 
word  "  Missouri,"  the  words  "  the  Territory  of." 

Mr.  Bbush  objected  to  this  amendment,  for 
reasons  which  he  assigned  at  length.  He  was 
of  opjinion  that  Missouri  was  constitutionally 
and  politically  a  State,  and  not  a  territory. 
But,  as  it  was  the  custom  of  this  Government  to 
give  to  its  territories  a  first  and  second  grade 
of  government,  preparatory  to  their  assuming 
the  rank  of  a  State  of  the  Union,  he  did  not 
see  why  it  could  not  give  to  them  a  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  grade  of  government.  He  con- 
sidered Missouri  to  be  in  a  grade  between  ter- 
ritorial dependence  and  the  condition  of  a 
member  of  the  Union ;  which  idea  he  illustrated 
by  reference  to  the  situation  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  before  she  adopted  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  appre- 
hended that  this  proposition  would  operate  as 
a  trap  question,  producing  embarrassment 
without  benefit,  and  expresajid  his  hope  that 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  IivBSKORE  made  a  few  remarks  to  this 
effect:  that  the  House  ought  to  regard  the 
substance  and  not  the  shadow ;  that  ^e  name 
was  of  no  importance  to  the  actual  condition 
of  Missouri.  When  the  question  should  pre- 
sent itself  in  a  proper  form,  he  was  ready  to 
decide  it;  but  it  could  not  be  affected,  either  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  appellation  which 
should  be  given  to  Missouri  on  the  Journal  of 
this  House. 


64 


.^KIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Amendment  <tfih»  Jwrnat — Mwouri  QuetUon, 


[JjJXVAXTj  1821. 


Mr.  MsBOBB  was  gratified  that  this  motion 
had  heen  made.  As  this  was  the  coxmnence- 
ment  of  om*  intercourse  with  the  people  of 
Missonri,  he  was  desirous  that  every  step  of  it 
should  he  marked.  Mr.  M.  made  some  nirther 
remarks,  in  the  conrse  of  which  he  expressed 
his  regret  that  the  coarse  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Ooox,)  had  heen, 
in  his  view,  disrespectftd  to  iNGssoori. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  speak 
disrespectfdlly  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  whom, 
on  the  contrary,  he  said,  he  held  in  high  re- 
spect; and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  Missonri 
wonld  he  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  soon. 

Mr.  BiTTLSs,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  on  in- 
specting the  Journal,  it  appeared  that  the  orig- 
inal entry  in  it  corresponded  with  the  caption 
of  the  memorial,  in  which  the  word  State  is 
employed.  As  the  Journal  now  reads,  more- 
over, in  the  part  speaking  of  the  puhlic  lands, 
the  words  "within  the  said  State"  had  heen 
erased  in  two  instances,  to  avoid  the  word 
State,  which  made  the  whole  entry  ahsurd,  in- 
asmuch as  the  memorial  is  made  to  apply  not 
to  purchasers  of  land  "  within  the  said  State," 
wMoh  words  were  erased,  hut  to  purchasers  of 
land  throughout  the  United  States.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  would  therefore  ask  whether  the  Clerk 
had  undertaken  to  make  these  alterations. 

The  Speakeb  then  stated  from  the  diair, 
that  it  was  the  practice  that  the  Journal  should 
he  written  hy  the  Olerk.  The  rules  of  the 
House  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "ex- 
amine and  correct  the  Journal  hefore  it  is 
read."  If,  heing  so  examined  and  corrected 
hy  the  Speaker,  it  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
any  memher,  he  correct,  it  was  competent  for 
any  memher  to  move  to  amend  it,  and  for  the 
House,  should  such  he  its  pleasured  to  direct  it 
to  he  amended.  In*  the  present  mstance,  the 
presiding  officer  had  thought  proper  so  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal,  as  that  it  should  not  he  taken 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  Missouri  was  a 
State,  that  heing  a  question  on  which  the 
House  was  g^atly  divided  in  opinion. 

Mr.  Tbimbub  requested  the  Clerk  to  state  the 
date  of  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
petition  was  not  posterior  to  the  decision  of 
this  House  against  declaring  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  that  therefore 
Mssouri  had  not  assumed  a  name  which  had 
been  denied  to  her  by  Congress.  Mr.  T.  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Cook  had  ex- 
Elained  his  meaning;  having  believed,  until  he 
ad  made  it,  that^ds  observations  in  regard  to 
Missouri  had  been  ironicaUy  intended.  Mr.  T. 
did  not  by  any  means  consider  the  present  mo- 
tion as  a  trap,  but  as  a  serious  proposition, 
which  gentlemen  would  not  find  it  easy  to  dis- 
pose of.  There  were  members  of  this  House 
who  believed  that  Missouri  was  yet  a  territory. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  one  of  them ;  but  tiiose 
who  did  believe  so,  would  of  course  vote  for 
the  resolution.  He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  having  suggested 
what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the  partulel  be- 


tween the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament 
during  our  Bevolution,  and  those  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress.  He  did  remember  himself  many 
instances  in  which  the  petitions  of  the  people 
of  these  States  were  refused  to  be  received  in 
Parliament,  because  the  petitioners  did  not  cor- 
rectly describe  themselves.  He  remembered 
the  letter  of  Washington  was  refused  to  be  re- 
ceived, because  it  purported  to  come  from 
General  Washington.  Had  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  right  to  baptize  themselves  by  such 
name  as  they  chose  ?  Mr.  T.  said  he  regretted 
that  the  Chair  should  have  thought  itself  under 
the  necessity  of  altering  the  JournaL  The  sub- 
ject in  itself  not  very  important,  had  been 
maae  so  by  the  alteration  of  the  Journal,  which 
alteration  it  seemed  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.  It  appeared  to  betray  an  unreasona- 
ble jealousy  on  this  subject,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  He  begged  the  Speaiker's  pardon,  he  said — 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  felt  this  jeal- 
ousy ;  but,  in  titie  course  which  he  had  taken, 
there  was  an  overweening  caution — an  appear- 
ance of  a  jealousy  which  ought  not  to  nave 
been  betrayed  towards  this  people.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  feel  much 
difficulty  in  votmg  on  this  question.  We  find, 
he  said,  that  the  questioi^  just  taken,  small  as  it 
was,  has  drawn  a  line  across  the  United  States. 
Let  the  Journal  stand  as  it  ought  to  do.  Do 
not  tell  the  people  of  MissourL  We  are  so  jeal- 
ous of  you,  we  are  fearful  or  your  thrusting 
yourself  into  the  Union,  and  partaking  at  the 
sacred  board  and  drinking  of  the  cup  of  wine. 
Do  not  say  to  them,  We  are  so  apprehensive 
you  will  come  to  the  communion  table  by  the 
name  which  you  give  yourselves,  that  we  will 
give  you  no  namei  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposed  amendment,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  Missouri  was  a  State,  and  not  a 
territory.  Those  who  held  the  other  opinion 
must  be  compelled  to  vote  in  fkvor  of  this 
proposition,  or  acknowledge  that  tiieir  ground 
was  untenable. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  Forth  Carolina^  said,  in  re- 
gard to  this  motion,  he  did  not,  when  up  before, 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Pabxeb)  had  meant  to  set  a  trap 
for  others.  He  might  have  laid  a  snare  without 
designing  it.  For  himself^  Mr.  E.  said,  he  be- 
lieved Missouri  was  a  State.  He  feared  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  might  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  misnomer  would  be  entered  on  ^e 
Journal.  For  no  other  reason  had  he  wished 
the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  He  should  vote 
against  the  motion  with  pleasure,  because  he 
believed  Missouri  had  lost  her  territorial 
character,  and  could  not  be  otiierwise  than  a 
State. 

Mr.  Paseeb  said  he  was  placed  in  a  difficult 
situation,  by  the  application  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion.  Other  friends  were  opposed 
to  his  withdrawing  it.  He  had  concluded  to 
persist  in  it.  It  was  not  intended  as  a  trap  for 
any  one.  Had  it  been  so  intended,  he  did  not 
know  but  that  he  might  have  found  illustrious 
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examples.  It  was  not  a  question  of  mere  form. 
The  state  of  the  vote  just  taken,  proTed  that  it 
vas  not.  The  question  in  £Act,  as  voted  upon, 
had  been,  Is  Missouri  a  Btate  or  a  territory  ? 
If  she  was  a  territory,  as  she  had  been  voted 
not  to  be  a  State,  why  reject  this  proposition 
so  to  designate  hert  I  say,  said  he,  she  is  a 
State;  and  were  I  a  citizen  of  that  State,  I 
would  never,  at  your  suggestion,  strike  out  that 
dause  in  the  constitution  to  which  objection 
has  been  made.  If  I  found  it  convenient  to 
myself  to  do  so,  I  would;  but  I  would  not  do 
it  on  your  recommendation,  even  for  the  im- 

r)rtant  boon  of  being  admitted  in  the  Union, 
would  rather  be  trodden  down  by  the  armies 
fipom  the  North  and  East,  and.  if  you  could  get 
them,  from  the  South,  than  yidd  this  point ;  and 
I  avow  it  in  the  &ce  of  the  world.  If  ever  on 
earth  a  people  has  been  maltreated,  it  is  this 
people.  There  seemed,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  be  a 
soppresaion  of  something  on  that  Journal ;  be- 
cause the  very  words  which  had  been  stricken 
<mt  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  the  caption  of  the 
memorials.  Why  are  they  suppressed?  For 
the  purpose,  evidently,  of  implying  the  other 
way.  He  was  not  for  this  mode  of  dealing ; 
he  was  for  having  the  facts  stated  in  plain 
Eo^h,  that  all  might  understand  them.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  prece- 
dents here — ^he  had  heard  more  than  enough  of 
tiiem ;  but  if  a  matter  was  to  stand  for  prece- 
dent, even  as  to  the  form  of  the  Journal,  he 
wished  it  should  be  a  precedent  either  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  not  a  mere  equivocation. 

Mr.  Roes  said  he  was  aware  that  the  House 
had  involved  itself  in  some  difficulty  by  the 
reception  of  the  petitions  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  presented,  as  being  from  a  State. 
They  oogfat  not  to  have  been  received  in  that 
Ibnn.  Missouri,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  either  a  ter- 
zHory  or  a  State.  If  she  be  a  State,  she  is  a 
State  known  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  She  is  not  one  of  the  old  original  thir- 
teen States.  Has  she  ever  been  received  into 
the  Federal  &milyas  a  State?  She  has  not 
Does  she  assume  the  character  of  a  State  with- 
out being  so  received?  Does  E^e  tell  you,  We 
were  once  a  territory,  but  we  have  thrown  off 
our  territorial  character,  and  assumed  that  of  a 
State  without  your  autiiority  ?  If  this  doctrine 
is  to  be  tolerated,  said  Mr.  B.,  away  with  your 
fbnns  of  territorial  government  at  once.  Let 
your  tdrritories  at  once  assume  the  character  of 
States.  If  Missouri  be  a  Stateu  ^e  must  be  a 
kwlul  State.  By  what  law  is  she  made  a 
State?  It  was  sound  ortiiodoxy  in  politics, 
that  Uiere  cannot  be  a  State  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
•Dthority  of  the  Congress  of  the  united  States. 
MisBonri  was  not  a  State  by  that  authority,  and 
he  was  perfectly  ready  to  vote  and  declare  his 
opinion  that  Missouri  is  now  a  territory. 

Mr.  Bhka  referred  to  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  to  show  that  Congress  had 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
State  government,  and  assume  such  name  as 
Vol.  VIL— 5 


they  might  think  proper.  They  had  assumed 
a  name  accordingly,  and  Mr.  B.  said  it  could 
not  be  taken  from  them  except  by  law.  This 
House,  then,  had  given  them  the  name,  which 
was  now  reiused  to  them  on  the  Journal.  ]N'ay, 
at  this  very  session,  a  joint  committee  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  had 
reported  a  resolution,  declaring  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  With 
respect  to  the  Journal,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  Speaker 
had  a  power  over  it  analogous  to  that  which  a 
court  has  over  the  presentment  of  a  jury — a 
power  to  alter  it  in  manner  or  form,  but  not  in 
substance.  Mr.  B.  here  required  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  Journal,  as  it  was  before  it  was  altered 
by  the  Speaker  tiiis  morning. 

The  Speaebb  pronounced  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  read  any  Journal,  as  the  Journal  of 
the  House,  but  that  which  had  been  corrected 
by  its  presiding  officer. 

After  a  few  further  remarks,  to  the  same 
effect  as  the  preceding,  Mr.  Bhba  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Plumbb  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  to  insert  the  word  ''State,"  and  he 
should  vote  against  this,  because  he  considered 
it  not  advisable  or  proper  to  decide  incidentally 
a  main  question,  and  one  which  was  much  con- 
tested. To  avoid  affording  precedents,  for  pre> 
cedents  had  been  already  quoted  from  the  Jour- 
nal, he  thought  it  proper  to  leave  the  Journal 
in  its  present  shape,  neither  affirming  nor  de- 
nying any  thing.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tiouj  as  he  had  against  that  first  proposed. 

Mr.  LowFDXS  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  sug- 
gestion from  Mr.  Boss,  to  say,  that  when  he 
yesterday  presented  these  memorials,  he  dis- 
tinctiy  stated,  in  audible  words,  that  they  were 
from  the  State  of  Missouri.  He  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  this  question ;  but,  he  said,  in  the 
anxiety  to  escape  one  difficulty,  the  object  of 
one  of  the  memorials,  at  least,  was  presented 
on  the  Journal  differentiy  from  what  that  ob- 
ject was.  It  was  necessary  that  the  object  of 
each  petition  should  be  stated  on  the  Journal 
of  the  day  on  which  it  was  presented.  By  the 
erasure  of  the  words  ''  within  the  State  "  twice, 
where  it  ought  to  have  occurred  on  the  Jour- 
nal, the  objects  of  the  memorialists  were  per- 
verted. But  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
discussion,  having  only  risen  to  state  the  fbot 
whidi  occurred  yesterday. 

Mr.  Abohbb,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  had 
decided  one-half  of  the  question  respecting 
Missouri.  They  had  decided  what  she  is  not, 
and  must  now  say  what  she  is.  He  put  the 
question  to  gentiemen  of  the  m^ority,  wihether 
they  could,  after  thdr  former  votes^  hazar4  the 
assertion  that  Missouri  is  not  a  territory,,  which 
they  must  do  by  voting  against  this-  amend- 
ment? If  they  did  not  now  declare  her  a  ter- 
ritory, the  course  they  had  hitherto-  pursued, 
stood  condemned  by  tiieir  own  votes,  because 
every  man  knows  that  Missouri  is  either  a  ter- 
ritory or  a  State.     He  hoped,  he  said,  that 
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gentlemeii  woTild  not  shrink  from  the  conse- 
qnenoes  of  their  own  vote.  He  called  upon 
tiiem  to  stand  to  it.  If  they  refused  to  do  so, 
he  should  consider  their  refosal,  as  he  did  their 
refusal  the  other  day  to  consider  the  resolution 
offered  by  him,  as  a  proof  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  meet  the  consequences  of  the  votes 
which  they  had  given.  He  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  gentlemen  to  meet  this  question.  One 
word  more — Who  are  the  memorialists?  In 
what  light  must  we  consider  them?  In  the 
character  which  they  profess — in  that  which 
they  assume.  Oan  you,  said  Mr.  A.,  receive  a 
paper  which  these  people  present  to  you,  and 
numion  it  according  to  your  conceptions,  and 
not  according  to  theirs  ?  Must  you  not  pursue 
the  course,  if  you  do  not  receive  it  as  offered, 
of  rejecting  it  altogether,  as  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio?  His  honorable  col- 
teague  had  said  that  the  conduct  of  this  House 
towards  Missouri  equalled  the  tyrannous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  Parliament  towards  this 
country.  Mr.  A.  said,  it  not  only  equalled,  but 
went  beyond  it.  If^  said  he,  you  can  change 
the  character  of  the  memorialists.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  you  cannot  likewise  alter 
their  prayer,  and  make  it  unlike  the  prayer 
they  intended  ?  And  would  any  man  say  that 
this  House  could  receive  a  petition  from  any 
quarter,  and  make  it  what  it  was  not  intended 
to  be? 

Mr.  AimEBSON  said  his  fViends,  he  appre- 
hended, would,  in  the  course  they  were  now 
pursuing,  find  themselves  in  the  situation  in 
which  men  are  very  apt  to  be  when  they  act 
onder  the  influence  of  passion,  rather  than  of 
reason — ^in  the  wrong.  It  is  always  wrong  to 
fight  where  you  cannot  but  sustain  defeat.  It 
is  always  wrong  for  a  minority  to  irritate  a 
migority ;  and  this  motion  could  have  no  other 
effect  but  to  irritate.  It  is  the  essence  of  deteiv 
mination  that  it  prove  something.  But  the 
vote  on  this  motion  would  prove  nothing. 
Kothing  would  be  gained  by  it,  and  nothing 
would  be  lost  How  can  that  be  substance, 
which,  whether  lost  or  won,  means  nothing? 
Ko  ingenuity  could  make  of  it  any  thing  but  a 
matter  of  words. 

Ab  to  the  subject  of  the  main  question,  not 
now  presented,  no  man  could  feel  more  anxiety 
than  he ;  no  man's  mind  was  more  excited,  by 
day  and  by  night,  on  that  subject  By  concil- 
iation, 8£dd  he,  we  may  succeed  in  ultimately 
procuring  what  I  consider  a  correct  decision  on 
It;  by  exasperation  we  are  sure  to  fieuL  I  de- 
ny, said  he,  that  the  vote  which  has  just  been 
taken,  proves  that  Missouri  is  not  a  State.  It 
proved  nothing  else  but  that^  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  voted  against  the  amendment,  the 
description  in  the  «foumal  is  sufficient  and  in- 
teOligible.  Mr.  A.  deprecated  all  attempts  to 
exasperate  the  mfgority,  as  iigudicious  and  im- 
politic ;  it  was  not  by  such  a  course  that  the 
object  of  the  friends  of  Missouri  could  be  at- 
tained. 

3£r.  Basboub  assured  the  gentleman  from 


Kentucky,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  this  subject,  he  was  not  acting  under 
the  influence  of  exasperation,  but  of  an  earnest 
wish  to  do  what  was  right.    If  gentlemen  were 
not  disposed  to  express  any  opinion  on  this 
subject,  the  proper  course  would  be  to  propose 
an  indefinite  postponement.    But,  if  a  direct 
vote  were  taken  on  the  proposed  amendment, 
no  reason  satisfactory  to  him  could  be  assigned 
for  voting  against  it,  except  that  Missouri  is  not 
in  fact  a  "  territory."    Gentlemen  called  it  by 
different  names ;  but,  call  it  by  what  name  they 
would,  a  memorial  had  been  presented  from  two 
organized  branches  of  what  he  called  the  L^- 
islature  of  the  State  of  Missouri.    For  what 
purpose  ?    Did  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  mean  to  intrude  into  the 
councils  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  all  the  pub- 
lic lands,  within  our  almost  illimitable  bounds? 
Certainly  not;  and  yet,  by  the  erasure  of  the 
words  ^^  within  the  said  State,"  their  memorial 
was  made  to  bear  that  construction.    This  ob- 
servation, Mr.  B.  made,  to  show  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  dispute  about  words.    With  regard 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  he  thought  it 
one  of  considerable  importance.     If  nothing 
had  been  done  to  the  Journal,  if  it  had  followed 
the  recital  of  the  memorial,  there  would  have 
been  some  plausibility  in  the  remark  that  it  was 
unimportant.    But,  by  tiie  alterations  which 
had  been  made,  a  new  description  had  been 
given  to  the  memorial ;  and  the  decision  of  the 
House  had  the  effect  of  expressing  a  determina- 
tion to  get  rid  of  the  description  which  the  me- 
morialists gave  to  themselves  and  to  their  me- 
morial, &c.     With  regard  to  the  precedent, 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  Journal  were  permitted  to 
stand  in  its  present  shape,  it  would  afford  a 
much  stronger  precedent  than  many  which  are 
introduced  to  influence  the  decisions  of  this 
House.    In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  made  some  re- 
mark, which  caused  the  Speaker  to  repeat  his 
decision,  that  "there  is  no  Journal  but  that 
which  is  before  the  House  as  corrected  by  the 
presiding  officer,  and  read  by  the  6ierk." 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  as  he  was  desirous  to  hear 
the  Journal  read  as  originally  written,  he  must 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this 
point. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  having  been  sta- 
ted from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Lowin>E8  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
friend  from  Georgia  had  made  this  appeal,  and 
his  hope  that  it  would  not  be  pressed  to  a  ques- 
tion. If  it  were  determined  that  the  Journal 
should  be  read  as  flrst  written,  the  principle 
would  apply  to  the  whole  detail  of  composing 
the  Journal,  and  thence  to  the  minutest  par- 
ticulars of  it)  which  would  show  that  the  Jour- 
nal, as  presented  to  the  House  in  form,  was  the 
only  Journal  of  which  the  House  properly  had 
cognizance,  &c. 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  his  appeaL 

Mr.  Mebobb  was  called  up  by  what  had  fallen 
from  Me.  Aztdbbson.  In  the  course  which  he 
had  taken,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  last  sentiment  of 
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bis  heart  was  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the 
House.  It  was  awfol  anziet/,  and  not  passion, 
which  he  felt  on  this  sabjeot.  Mnch  less  did 
he  wish  to  draw  the  House  into  a  discussion 
whether  Missouri  is  a  State  or  not,  on  a  motion 
to  amend  the  JonmaL  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
sorry  that  any  question  had  arisen  involving 
the  Chair;  he  thought,  with  the  Speaker,  that 
what  had  passed  out  o/^the  House  in  regard  to 
this  Jonmal,  ought  not  to  be  known  in  it,  and 
that  the  corrected  form  of  the  Journal  only 
ought  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House. 
He  deprecated  any  thing  like  irritation  as  much 
as  any  one.  Nothing  but  a  sentiment  of  mutual 
forbearance,  of  good- will  to  each  other,  of  high 
respect  and  conSdence,  could  lead  the  House  to 
correct  decisions  on  so  difficult  a  subject  as  the 
main  qnestion  respecting  Missouri.  That  was, 
be  said,  a  subject  of  great  importance.  If  Mis- 
souri was  not  a  State,  all  her  present  proceed- 
ings were  contrary  to  law.  If  it  were  so,  and 
under  her  laws  a  man  was  convicted  of  a  crime, 
and  punished  with  death,  it  was  murder! 
Every  sentence  of  a  court  was  void,  and  every 
verdict  of  a  jury.  Every  act  of  her  Legisla- 
ture, snperseding  the  regular  course  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  was  treason !  He  implored 
of  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  finally  pro- 
nounced a  decision  which  would  be  crowned 
with  sach  terrible  results. 

Mr.  Warfixld  said  he  should  of  course  vote 
sguuftt  this  motion,  on  the  same  grounds  as  he 
bad  votod  against  the  preceding  one,  viz :  that 
the  alleged  and  proposed  alteration  of  the  Jour- 
nal was  neither  important  nor  material ;  that 
the  alteration  objected  to  had  been  made  by 
the  competent  authority,  and  that  there  was 
ncrthing  in  it  which  required  the  interposition 
of  this  House;  that,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
touch  the  main  question  with  regard  to  the  ac- 
tual relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union,  that  was 
a  qoestion  which  it  would  not  be  propef  to  de- 
cide in  the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  insert  the  words  *^  the  territory  of*  before 
the  words  *^  Missouri,"  in  tiie  clause  of  the 
Journal  first  above  recited,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Mal- 
LAST.  Koea,  Stbono,  of  Vermont,  and  Upham. 
All  the  other  votes,  150  in  numbeo:,  were  in  the 
oaEatiTe. 

So  the  motion  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  B  ABBOux  then  moved  to  amend  the  entry 
in  the  Journals  by  insertiug,  after  the  words 
^  public  lands,"  the  words  *^  ui  the  late  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Boas  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  of  it  the  word  '*late." 

Mr.  Babboub  showed  that  this  motion  pre- 
sented precisely  the  same  question  just  decided 
in  the  negative  by  a  vote  of  150  to  4.  His  ob- 
ject waa  merely  to  give  a  correct  recital  of  the 
nemoriaL  Suppose  it  were  a  memorial  from 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  it  were 
(voposed  to  Btrike  out  the  word  ^^late,"  the 


House  would  see  how  essentially  the  fact  would 
be  varied  by  such  an  alteration,  &c. 

Mr.  StOBBS,  on  inspecting  the  Journal  and 
memorial,  expressed  his  impression  that  the 
entry,  as  it  stood,  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  contents  of  ihe  memorial. 

Mr.  Wabvibld  considered  this  again  as  a 
mere  nuttter  of  form,  and  thought  it  perfectly 
immaterial  whether  it  was  inserted  or  not,  as 
he  thought  of  the  first  proposition.  As,  how- 
ever, the  House  appeared  to  be  in  no  manner 
relieved  from  difficolty  by  the  decisions  already 
made,  he  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  at  once  of 
any  difficulty  on  the  subject^  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  first  motion,  which  was,  to  insert 
the  words  ^^  the  State  of^"  before  Missouri. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  having  been 
stated — 

Mr.  Bbown  spoke  in  expression  of  his  satis- 
faction at  the  question  being  again  presented, 
and  in  support  of  the  principle,  that,  where 
there  was  an  attempt  to  violate  personal  or 
political  rights,  resistance  was  a  duty,  not 
to  be  departed  from  for  any  views  of  condliar 
tion. 

Mr.  Boss  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this 
motion  for  reconsideration,  and,  without  accus- 
ing any  one  of  inconsistency,  said  he  should 
consider  himself  extremely  inconsistent  had  he 
voted  against  the  motion  at  first,  and  then  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  it. 

Mr.  BoBEBTsoN  expressed  his  pleasure  that 
there  was  again  a  prospect  that  the  Journal 
would  be  made  to  conform  to  the  fact,  which 
he  argued  to  show  that  it  did  not  at  present 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  the  last  vote  ^owed  that 
the  insertion  of  these  words  would  decide  noth- 
ing, and  need  therefore  not  be  objected  to,  inas- 
much as  only  four  members  of  tibie  House  had 
voted  Missouri  to  be  a  territory,  though  so 
many  were  known  to  believe  her  to  be  a  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  WabItield  defended  himself  from  the  in- 
sinuation of  inconsistency.  He  considered  it 
the  right  of  every  man  to  change  and  to  retract 
his  opinions  on  conviction.  With  regard  to  his 
legislative  proceedings,  he  said  he  held  himself 
amenable  to  those  who  did  him  the  honor  of 
giving  him  a  seat  here,  and  he  held  himself  re- 
sponsible nowhere  else.  He  assigned  reasons 
why  he  had  made  Ms  motion,  arising  from  the 
maze  of  perplexing  questions  in  which,  by  disa- 
greeing to  the  first  motion,  the  House  seemed 
to  be  getting  deeper  and  deeper  involved. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Wabvield's  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  was  then  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  71,  nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  first 
vote  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Babboub,  who  had  withdrawn  his  mo- 
tion, to  make  way  for  that  of  Mr.  Wabfixld, 
now  renewed  it^  as  stated  above ;  and 

Mr.  Boss  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  word  '*  late."  The  House,  he 
said,  had  just  solemnly  decided,  the  second 
time,  that  the  memorials  were  not  from  the 
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State  of  Missouri — jet  this  amendment  pro- 
posed to  describe  it  as  being  from  the  late  ter- 
ritory, &c,,  meaning  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  Babboub  asked  of  the  gentleman  whether 
the  House  had  not,  with  equal  solemnity,  and 
by  a  vote  of  160  to  4,  decided  that  3Cis80uri  is 
not  a  territory ;  and  whether  his  amendment, 
if  it  succeeded,  would  not  be  in  the  teeth  of 
that  decision  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Boss's 
motion,  and  negatived  by  a  large  minority. 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  to  amend  Mr.  JBaeboitr's 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  '4n  the  United 
States,"  instead  of  "in  the  late  Territory  of 
Missouri." 

Mr.  Babdolfh  in  rising  said,  that  the  errors 
of  the  wisest  men  are  not  the  least.  The 
House  had  Just  refused  to  strike  out  the  word 
*4ate"from  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, and  had,  of  course,  decided  tiiat  it  should 
be  retained ;  so  that,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  prevailed,  it  would 
read,  "in  the  late  United  States  I"  How  was 
it  competent  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  move,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
his  colleague,  a  recital  not  accordlDg  to  the 
words  of  the  petition,  but  such  as  he  wished 
the  words  of  the  petition  had  been?  If  the 
recital  was  to  correspond  with  the  fact,  the 
House  should  reinstate  the  words  of  the  me- 
morial, the  erasure  of  which  had  led  to  all  this 
—he  would  not  say  what ;  but,  if  he  were  any- 
where else,  he  would  say— ahuflling  and  out- 
ting. 

Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  point  of  or- 
der, whether  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs  was  not 
a  substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  Babboub,  and  there- 
fore out  of  order. 

The  Spkabbb  decided  that  the  word  "  late," 
though  the  House  had  refused  to  strike  it  out 
by  itself,  might  be  stricken  out  in  connection 
with  other  words,  as  now  proposed.  He  also 
decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs,  to  strike 
out  a  part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  Mr.  Babbottb's 
amendment,  was  not  a  substitute  so  as  to  bring 
it  within  the  rule ;  illustrating  it  by  a  reference 
to  the  common  practice  of  moving  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  a  bill,  except  the  enacting  clause, 
in  order  to  introduce  a  bill  in  a  different  form. 
He,  therefore,  pronounced  Mr.  Stobbs's  motion 
to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stobbs's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

During  the  past  and  following  proceedings, 
various  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  pro- 
cure an  a^oumment. 

Mr.  Cook  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this 
question  altogether,  to  postpone  indefinitely  tiie 
farther  consideration  of  this  subject 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  m  a  speech  of 
some  length,  protested  agdnst  the  postpone- 
ment. The  Journals,  he  ifaid,  were  distorted, 
and  not  made  up  as  they  ought  to  be,  because 
the  word  Missouri  occurred  in  them.  What  is 
Missouri?  said  he;  is  it  a  river?    Is  it  a  tribe 


of  Indians  ?  Why  should  we  shrink  from  recit- 
ing her  proper  title  on  the  Journal,  when  we 
find  she  has  presented  us  a  constitution  of 
State  government?  Will  we  suffer  it  to  be 
said,  that  sectional  feelings  have  operated  to 
prevent  us  from  correcting  our  Journals,  so  as 
to  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be  ?  If  this 
question  was  not  connected  with  Missouri, 
would  there  be  any  hesitation  in  making  the 
proposed  amendment?  Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say, 
that  he  trusted  the  House  would  go  on  and 
vote,  tliat  the  Journals  should  declare  the 
truth.  I  wish,  said  he,  the  Journal  to  show 
why  we  are  opposed  to  correcting  the  Journals, 
and  who  we  are  that  oppose  it,  and  not  to  give 
these  questions  the  go-by,  as  now  proi)osed. 

Mr.  Bbtjbh  demanded,  whether  it  was  in  or- 
der to  move  to  postpone  indefinitely  a  motion 
to  amend  the  JoumiJ. 

The  Sfbaxeb  decided  that  it  is  in  order. 
There  were,  he  said,  certain  forms  of  questions 
prescribed  by  ^e  Rules  of  the  House,  and  their 
relative  rank  assigned  them.  It  was  not  for 
the  Ohair,  but  for  the  House,  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  those  questions,  when  proposed. 
Being  proposed,  it  became  his  duty  to  propound 
them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  this 
decision,  and  demanded  whether,  as  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  could  not  be  postponed  with- 
out postponing  the  main  question,  which,  ia 
the  present  case,  was  the  Journal,  it  was  in  or- 
der thus  to  postpone  the  Journal  ? 

Mr.  EuBTis  suggested  for  consideration  wheth- 
er every  diflSculty  could  not  be  avoided  by  di- 
recting the  whole  of  the  memorials  from  Mis- 
souri to  be  inserted  on  the  Journal,  instead  of  a 
description  of  them. 

The  Spbaeeb  decided  that  the  motion  to 
postpone  a  question  to  amend  the  Journal  ia  in 
order.  The  Journal,  he  said,  is  a  subject  on 
which  no  question  is  to  be  put^  until  a  question 
is  made  by  a  proposition  to  amend  it.  A  mo- 
tion to  postpone  that  question,  therefore,  it  be- 
ins  the  only  question,  was  evidently  in  order. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  evade 
the  question.  He  had  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, in  order  to  get  rid  of  irritating  and  unne- 
cessary debate.  As  he  had  failed  in  this  ob- 
ject, he  withdrew  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Babbottb*b 
motion  to  amend  the  Journal — 

Mr.  Andebson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  to  show  that  the  amendment  "was 
not  necessary,  and  might  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Otjlbbbth  said  he  had  been  accidentally 
absent  this  morning,  on  the  vote  to  insert  the 
word  State,  as  applied  to  Missouri,  and  lie 
wished  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  reoord 
his  vote  on  that  principle.  At  fii^t  he  had 
thought  that  the  present  question  would  afford 
him  that  opportimity ;  but^  during  the  discus- 
sion, he  had  examined  the  Journal  and  the  me- 
morial, and  he  was  convinced  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  would  make  the  prayer  of 
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the  memorial  what  it  is  not.  He  should  there- 
fore Yote  against  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Bakboub^s  motion  to  insert  ^*  tlie  late  territory 
of '^  before  the  word  ^^  Missouri,^'  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  61,  nays  7y. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  was  pronounced, 
seyeral  persons  addressing  the  Chair  at  once,  a 
motion  to  adjonrn  ohtained  the  preference. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  a  member  in- 
quired whether  an  adjournment  now  would  pre- 
clude any  amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yester- 
day on  to-morrow  ? 

The  Sprakeb  decided  that  it  would,  unless  a 
motion  to  amend  it  were  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  this  day. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  a(\journ  being 
decided  afl&rmatiyely,  here  ended  the  contro- 
versy respecting  the  Journal. 


Satubday,  January  18. 
Journal  of  the  House — Missouri  Qu^tion, 

3(r.  Eeid,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  resolutions  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand  were  prepared  yesterday,  and 
should  have  been  then  submitted,  but  for  the 
anxiety  of  the  House  to  acyoum,  and  the  lateness 
of  the  hour.  They  are  now  presented,  not 
with  any  view  to  promote  or  prolong  excite- 
ment, because  I  believe  excitement  to  be  un- 
&Torable  to  correct  legislation;  nor  do  I  in- 
tend any  remark  which  I  may  offer  to  be  dis- 
nq)ectful  to  the  officer  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House.  Self-respect, 
if  there  were  no  other  reason,  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  pnrsue  such  a  course ;  but  I  desire 
to  mark,  by  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
HoQse,  an  event  which,  were  I  more  conver- 
sant with  legislative  proceedings,  I  would  say. 
is  the  most  extraordinary  of  its  kind  to  be  found 
in  Mrliamentary  annals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
qoires  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  keep  a  Jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  giviug  effect  to  this  provision,  the  usage  of 
the  House  and  the  acts  of  Government  have 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  correct 
accoont  of  the  daily  proceedings,  while,  by  the 
roles  of  the  House,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  '* examine  and  correct  the  Journal" 
of  the  Clerk.  But,  that  no  error  may  escape 
imnoticed,  and  that  the  history  of  our  transac- 
tions may  be  entirely  faithful,  the  Journal  of 
the  preceding  day  i9  read  daily,  in  the  face  of 
the  House.  Is  this  a  mere  ceremony,  a  form, 
which  adopted  without  object,  may  be  suspended 
without  injury?  It  appears  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether of  substance,  because  both  the  Speaker 
nd  the  Clerk  are  mere  agents  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  Journal,  and,  consequenUv,  the 
House  Is  entitled  to  the  supervision  of  their 
cooduct  Every  member,  having  sworn  to  sup- 
port the  constitution,  which  requires  the  House 


to  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  is  deeply 
interested — as  much  so  as  the  obligation  of  an 
oath  can  make  him — in  the  proper  performance 
of  the  duties,  which,  in  this  respect,  devolve 
upon  the  Clerk  and  the  Speaker.  If  then  at 
error  be  produced,  whether  by  the  negligence 
of  the  Clerk  or  the  supposed  corrections  of  the 
Speaker,  the  House  surely  possesses  the  power 
to  apply  the  corrective  by  amending  the  Jour- 
nal— ^restoring  it  to  its  original  shape,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  its  wisdom  may  devise. 

What  shall  be  done  upon  the  present  occasion 
will  best  bo  known  by  a  resort  to  the  facts  as 
they  exist.  They  are  these:  a  member  pre- 
sents, in  his  place,  a  memorial  from  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  t^e  State  of 
Missouri;  he  announces,  as  is  his  duty,  the 
purport  and  the  character  of  the  petition ;  the 
document  is  received  by  the  House,  referred  to 
one  of  its  committees,  and  the  Clerk,  as  he  is 
bound  to  do,  minutes  the  transaction  among 
the  occurrences  of  the  day.  The  Speaker,  when 
he  comes  to  perform  his  duty,  erases  the  words 
"  State  of,"  and,  when  the  corrected  Journal  is 
presented  to  the  House,  it  recites,  that  the 
member  presented  the  memorial  of  Missouri. 
Now,  the  question  is — ^hoa  the  Speaker  perform- 
ed his  duty,  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  has 
he  acted  without  the  pale  of  the  authority  which 
that  rule  conveys  to  him  ?  If  the  erasure  be 
within  the  rule,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter, 
and  I  am  trespassing  unnecessarily  upon  your 
patience,  and  doing  injustice  to  the  Speaker. 
But,  if  the  Speaker  has  altered  without  correct- 
ing  your  Journal,  his  act  is  void,  because  it  ia 
beyond  his  authority,  and  is  itself  an  error, 
which  demands  the  correction  of  the  House. 
Did  the  Speaker,  when  he  applied  his  pen  to 
the  Journal,  describe  the  fact  as  it  had  taken 
place  more  truly  than  it  had  been  described  by 
the  Clerk  ?  No,  sir.  The  Clerk  stated  what 
had  happened  exactly  as  it  did  happen.  Now. 
the  rule  is — ^the  Speaker  shall  ^*  examine  ana 
correct"  the  Journal.  The  power  to  correct 
implies  the  existence  of  error.  There  was  no 
error,  not  even  the  slightest  mistake.  The 
Speaker  had,  then,  no  duty  to  perform,  and 
any  other  journal  than  that  in  which  the  Clerk 
had  truly  recorded  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
is  not  the  true,  but  a  spurious  journal.  The  act 
of  the  Speaker  was  gratuitous,  and  without 
warrant. 

But  it  may  be  said,  as  I  think  it  was  yester- 
day, that  the  Speaker  is  to  be  justified,  because 
he  had  stated  the  actual  fact.  That  is  to  say, 
he  has  refused  to  designate  Missouri  as  a  State, 
because  she  is  not  a  State.  1  know  that  there 
are  varying  opinions ;  that  some  gentlemen 
consider  M^ouri  a  State;  others,  quasi &StaXQ; 
others  a  Territory ;  while  there  are  some  who 
do  not  clearly  express  what  their  opinions  are. 
With  this  subject,  I  have  at  present  no  conceni. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  The 
question  is  not,  whether  the  true  quality  of 
Missouri  should  appear  upon  the  Journals ;  bat 
whether  it  shall  appear  as  represented  in  her 
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memorial,  in  the  annonncemeDt  of  the  member 
preBenting  that  memorial,  and  in  the  act  of  the 
House  receiving  it.  If  an  indiyidnal,  arrogating 
a  title  to  which  he  has  no  claim,  present  his 
petition  to  the  Hoase,  and  it  be  determined  to 
listen  to  his  plaint,  no  one  will  contend  that  the 
Clerk  or  the  Speaker,  in  makiDg  np  or  correct- 
ing the  Journal,  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the 
legitimacy  of  the  dignity  assnmed.  It  is  not 
their  duty  to  ingraft  the  fact  upon  the  Journal, 
contrary  to  the  representation  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  determination  of  the  House  to  hear 
him  in  the  character  he  has  chosen  to  adopt ; 
but  it  is  their  duty  to  detail  events  as  they  ac- 
tually occurred,  although  these  may  involve 
falsehoods,  and  misrepresentations. 

Sir,  if  Missouri  haa  presented  herself  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House, 
by  plucking  them  from  her,  to  have  exposed 
her  in  the  nakedness  of  her  deformity.  If  she 
assumed  a  rank  incompatible  with  your  dignity, 
or  a  tone  and  a  style  too  lofty,  yon  should  at 
€>nce  have  taught  her  language  more  humble, 
and  admonished  her,  that  she  was  not  yet  fitted 
to  occupy  the  station  to  which  she  aspired. 
But,  did  yon  do  this?  No,  sir.  Whatever 
may  be  the  matter  or  the  manner  of  her  me- 
moriaJ,  you  received  it.  That  it  was  received, 
was  noted  by  the  proper  ofBcer,  nnder  your 
order ;  and  you  referred  it  for  investigation  to 
a  committee.  Now,  these  are  solemn  measures 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  I  ask,  have  they 
been  rescinded  by  the  same  authority  ?  No ; 
not  by  the  alteration  of  your  Journal ;  an  altera- 
tion not  governed  by  any  known  rule  prescrib- 
ed by  this  body.  Is  it  come  to  this?  Shall 
the  ofScers  of  this  House  frame  the  Journals 
of  the  House  according  to  any  vague  notions  of 
propriety  which  they  may  entertain?  I^  in- 
deed, they  have  this  power,  they  may  mould, 
and  alter,  and  garble,  and  destroy,  until  your 
diary  shall  wear  the  semblance  of  romance, 
rather  than  of  history.  If  we  yield  them  such  a 
power,  we  are  apostates  from  the  true  faith; 
we  are  no  longer  the  representatives  of  free- 
men; we  are  ourselves  slaves,  and,  what  is 
worse,  willing  slaves. 

It  may  certainly  happen  that  the  House,  from 
inadvertence,  or  some  other  cause,  may  be  led 
into  mistake,  and  may  order  that  to  be  recorded 
which  should  not  of  right  have  a  place.  It 
may  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  point 
out  the  impropriety,  leaving  it  to  be  corrected 
at  the  will  of  the  House.  He  cannot  go  fur- 
ther ;  he  cannot  alter  the  solemn  acts  of  the 
House,  upon  the  presumption  that  they  were 
irregularly  or  unadvisedly  done. 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  this  is  a  little 
matter ;  which  does  not  deserve  our  considera- 
tion. If  it  be  so,  why  were  words  so  harmless 
and  unimportant  stricken  from  the  Journal? 
Their  very  insignificance  sliould  have  protected 
them ;  the  more  especially  as  they  correspond- 
ed with  the  &ct  as  it  transpired.  But  it  is  not  a 
good  reason  against  resisting  any  innovation,  to 
say  that  it  is  eo  alight  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from 


it.  A  delegated  authority  should  be  jealously 
watched,  or  it  will  rapidly  extend  itself  beyond 
its  prescribed  boundaries.  We  are  told  in  Ara- 
bian story  that  a  mist,  rising  from  the  bosom 
of  the  ocean,  which  the  gentlest  breeze  might 
have  dissipated,  took  to  itself  consistency  and 
form,  and  became  a  monstrous  and  fearful 
giant.  It  is  thus  with  the  encroachments  of 
power — ^at  first  scarcely  perceived,  at  last  not 
to  be  opposed.  Constant  attrition  will  waste 
even  the  rock  of  ages. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  would  controvert  a  doc- 
trine which  has  received  the  sanction  of  high 
authority.  It  is,  that  the  House  has  no  au- 
thority to  ask  the  reading  of  the  original 
draught  of  the  Journal,  because  none  other 
can  he  read  than  that  corrected  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  it  may  be  shown — I  think  it  has  been 
shown — ^that  iLe  House  is  the  ultimate  judge 
of  the  correctness  of  its  own  Journal,  and  it 
has  a  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  Speaker  has 
correct^  it,  as  ne  has  the  power  to  do,  or 
altered  it  without  authority.  How,  then,  is 
the  House  to  exercise  this  right,  if  you  with- 
hold the  data  upon  which  its  decision  must  be 
founded  ?  Shall  members  inquire  among  them- 
selves for  the  facts,  with  a  view  to  the  correc- 
tion of  mistakes  or  faults  ?  One  will  answer, 
he  was  absent;  another,  he  was  engaged;  a 
third,  he  was  inattentive. 

Apply  to  the  Clerk,  and  he  will  say  his  duties 
are  so  numerous,  ana  so  many  the  subjects  he 
is  forced  to  record,  that,  if  he  must  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  Journal,  he  can  give  you  no  account 
of  the  matter ;  but,  if  you  will  allow  him  to 
read  from  the  Journal  itself,  he  can  divest  it  of 
interlineations  and  erasures,  and  tell  you  how 
it  originally  stood.  It  is  only  by  a  comparison 
of  the  Journal,  after  it  has  received  the  correc- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  with  what  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  that  you  can  be  prepared 
to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  their  corrections.  Suppose  a  mischievous  or 
malignant  individual  were,  covertly,  to  find  ac- 
cess to  your  records,  and  should  vitiate  them 
by  blots  and  scrawls.  When  yon  sought  to 
restore  them  to  their  true  shape,  would  yon 
not  call  upon  the  Clerk  to  decipher  to  you 
their  original  reading?  The  case  is  perfectly 
parallel,  if  an  officer  of  the  House  have  so  alter- 
ed the  Jonrnal  that  it  no  longer  retains  its  true 
form. 

I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  say  thus  much, 
by  way  of  preface  to  the  resolutions  I  offer.  I 
will  only  add,  if  the  Speaker  has  done  that 
which  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  it  comports 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  assert  its  own 
rights.  Let  us  ever  cling  to  truth  and  justice, 
and  resist  even  their  slightest  violation  with  the 
utmost  pertinacity. 

Mr.  B.  then  handed  the  following  resolutions 
to  the  Chair : 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  under 
the  rales  of  the  House,  to  examine  and  correct  the 
.  Journals  of  the  House. 
I     lUaolved,  That  the  House  possesses  the  right  to 
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inqniie  into  and  decide  npon  the  propriety  of  boj 
oorrectioii  which  may  be  made  by  ihe  Speaker. 

Raolted,  That  the  erasares  made  by  the  Speaker 
ID  the  Joaxnal  of  the  11th  January  axe  ahertUimu  and 
ootomsefipM,  hianniich  as  the  Journal,  in  its  original 
form,  ooire^wnda  irith  the  fact  intended  to  be  de- 
Kribed,  ris:  that  a  petition  from  the  Senate  and 
Hove  of  ReprewntatiTes  of  the  State  of  Miasoari  was 
pmented  by  a  member  from  South  Carolina. 

■ 

The  Sprakeb  having  propounded  the  ques- 
tion, ^'Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
theae  resolutions?^^  it  was  decided — ^yeas  47, 
osys  96. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  now  to  consider  the 
resdotions. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky, 
Exsn  Olat,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 


Monday,  January,  22. 

Treatury  Eeport. 

The  Spbaxeb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Tbxasdbt  Depabikekt,  Jan.  19, 1821. 

Sm :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  RepresentatlTes,  of  the  fourth  instant,  instructing 
tibe  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House 
"sitatement  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
fint  of  Jannaiy,  1821,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
fcrthe  War  and  Nayy  Departments,  on  that  day,"  I 
bsTB  the  honor  to  state,  that  there  was  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  that  day  the  sum  of  $1,076,261  18,  and  in 
Ifae  hsodi  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and 
KsTj  Departments,  the  sum  of  $1,060,878  25,  viz : 
For  the  War  Department,  $151,873  29 ;  and  for  the 
Nsry  Department,  $799,004  96. 

Of  die  sum  of  $1,076,271  18,  in  the  Treasunr  on 
die  first  of  Januaiy,  1821,  $500,000  were  paid  by 
tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  80th  of  De- 
onaber,  1820,  but  which  were  payable  on  the  first 
&y  of  Jannaiy  thereafter,  and  were  estimated  in  the 
n»ifU  into  the  Treasuiy  for  1821.  If  this  sum  is 
Redacted,  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day 
viQ  be  $576,271  18.  If  it  is  considered  a  part  of 
As  receipts  of  1820,  the  estimated  receipts  for  1821 
viU  be  ^minished  by  that  amount.  With  this  ez- 
flsnttion,  it  will  not  be  material  whether  it  is  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  one  or  the  other  year  ;  the  gen- 
cnl  result  of  the  two  years  will  be  the  same. 

The  receipts  of'  the  fourth  quarter,  with  the  ex- 
Ciption  of  payments  made  at  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
jeus,  Id  the  two  last  weeks  of  December,  1820,  and 
ia  the  whole  month  at  most  of  the  land  offices,  are 
•sDRtained  to  be  $4,045,585  99.  In  the  annual  re- 
port, the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  were  estimated 
■t  $3^430,000 ;  the  actual  receipts,  therefore,  exceed 
those  that  were  estimated  by  $615,585  99,  and  by 
|I15y585  99,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank  on 
the  SJDth  of  December  be  deducted  from  the  receipts 
of  1820. 

If  the  sum  of  $615,685  99  be  added  to  the  sum  of 
|S,417,830  83,  which  was  stated  m  my  letter  of  the 
Slit  December,  1820,  to  be  the  aggregate  means 


for  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year,  the  amount  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Treasury,  in  that  quarter,  will 
be  augmented  to  $6,038,416  82. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  paymente  from  the  Treas- 
ury, during  that  quarter,  have  amounted  to  $4,957,- 
145  24,  which,  being  deducted  from  the  estimated 
means  of  that  quarter,  will  leave  in  the  Treasnxy,  aa 
alreadv  stated,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  the 
sum  of  $1,076,271  18.  But  if  the  $500,000,  paid 
by  the  bank,  be  deducted  from  the  receipte  of  1820, 
the  balance  on  the  Ist  day  of  Januaiy,  1821,  will 
be,  as  has  already  been  stated,  $576,271  18. 

The  demands  upon  the  Treasuiy  during  the  year 
1820,  in  order  to  complete  the  service  of  that  year, 
and  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  appro- 
priations were  made,  and  which  are  not  included  in 
the  foregoing  sum  of  $4,957,145  24,  which  amounto 
to  $4,707,987  99,  viz : 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous,  (being  the 
difference  between  the  sum  of  $1,407,213  56,  esti- 
mated to  be  paid  in  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the  sum 
actuaDy  paid,)         ....    $855,905  20 

Public  debt,        ....  2,076,918  15 

War  Department^  ...      665,164  61 

Navy  Department,  ...  1,110,000  00 
Which  leaves  an  excess  of  demand  beyond  the 
money  in  the  Treasuiy  of  $3,681,716  78,  and  of 
$4,181,716  78,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank 
be  deducted  from  the  paymente  into  the  Treasury  in 
the  year  1820. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  sum  of 
$2,076,918  15,  cf  the  Louisiana  stock,  has  not  been 
pressed  for  payment,  it  has  been  the  result  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  that  stock,  and 
of  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  nation,  that  such 
forbearance  will  not  operate  to  their  injury.  The 
other  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  which  were  esti- 
mated as  a  chaige  upon  it  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year  1820,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  1821,  and  which 
constitute  a  part  of  the  deficit  above  stated,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  be  demanded  of  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  sums  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, exceed  the  estimate  of  them,  annexed  to 
the  estimates  of  the  service  of  the  year  1821.  Iliese 
moneys  are  drawn  from  the  agent,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  respective  departmento  are  presented,  or  re- 
quisitions itom  the  disbursing  officers  of  those  de- 
partmente  are  received.  The  amount  drawn  from 
the  agent  depends,  therefore,  upon  contingencies 
over  which  the  heads  of  those  departmente  have  no 
control,  and  mf^  exceed  or  fall  short  of  any  esdmato 
made  by  them  for  any  definite  period  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  stote,  that,  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  money  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the 
Treasuiy  until  a  warrant  is  issued  by  the  Secretaiy 
and  receipted  by  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sums  paid  by 
the  receiving  officers  into  the  bank ;  but,  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  the  Treasoiy,  all  sums  paid 
into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  are  consid- 
ered by  him  to  be  in  the  Treasuiy.  Generally,  the 
warranto  covering  the  money  received  on  account  of 
the  Government  are  issued  quarterly  for  all  sums  re- 
ceived durinff  the  quarter.  These  warranto  are 
usually  bsned  about  two  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  quarter,  as  the  paymente  made  into  the  banks 
which  are  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  are 
not  ascertained  sooner. 

The  statemento  which  accompany  this  letter  are 
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explanatory  of  the  views  which  it  presents,  or  afford 
information  connected  with  them,  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed maj  bo  nseftiL 

I  remain,  with  respect,  &c., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  John  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  Hovte  of  Repretentativea, 

The  report  was  read,  and,  with  the  docu- 
ments, referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Beducthn  of  the  Army, 

The  House  rssumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McOuLLOuoH  moved  further  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill  (as  recited  on  the 
Journal  of  the  18th  instant)  by  expunging  from 
the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  thereof  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz:  "each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  hereto- 
fore prescribed  by  law ; "  and  also,  from  tlie 
eighth  and  ninth  lines  thereof,  the  words  ^^  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  ^^ 
and  also,  after  the  word  "purchases"  in  the 
tenth  line,  the  following  woids :  "  whose  com- 
pensation shall  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by  hira, 
nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num ;  and  also,  from  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth lines,  the  words  "  to  be  compensated  as 
heretofore;"  also,  after  the  words  "surgeon 
general,"  in  the  sixteenth  line,  the  words  "  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  aqnum  ; " 
and  also,  after  the  words  "  apothecary  genera^" 
in  the  seventeentli  line,  the  words  "with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; " 
and  to  add  to  the  section  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  the  said  several  officers  to  hold  Uie  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  which  now  are,  or  here- 
after may  be,  prescribed  by  law." 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
MoCuLLouoH,  BioH,  MoLkan,  Burton,  Floyd, 
Brush,  and  Meboxb,  took  part,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McCuLLOUGH  was  negatived,  first  on  the 
question  of  inserting,  and  then  on  striking  out 
the  existing  compensations. 

Mr.  Brush  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"general,"  after  "  Quartermaster,"  so  that  there 
should  be  a  Quartermaster  without  the  addition 
of  "  general,"  the  rank  of  general  being  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  from  the  office. — ^Negatived. 

Mr.  EuBTis  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  place  the  deputy  commissaries 
and  quartermasters  on  the  footiDg  on  which 
they  will  be  found  to  stand  in  the  amended  bill, 
instead  of  that  in  which  they  stood  in  the  ori- 
ginal bilL 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  61  to  4T. 

The  question  having  been  then  stated  on  or- 
dering the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Mbroeb  addressed  the 
House,  each  at  great  length ;  the  first  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  the  latter  against  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 


bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Alton  of  Ten- 
nessee, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafls,  Craw- 
ford, Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gamett, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  HIbshman,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  \lr- 
ginia,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Laliirop,  Lincoln,  Livcrmore, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCullongh,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  mch- 
mond,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrill,  Tomlinsbn,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro> 
Una,  Tjrler,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
Ima,  and  Wood— 109. 

Nats. — Messrs  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brash,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorhani, 
Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mo- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S. 
Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Whit- 
man— 47. 

So  the  hill  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  as  amended. 


Thtjbsdat,  January  28. 
BedticPion  of  the  Army, 

The  engrossed  hill  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  SiMZiNS  rose,  and  spoke  against  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen 
who'had  supported  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  Sbhtu,  of  Maryland,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  though  not 
opposed  to  a  proper  reduction  of  the  Military 
Estahlishment. 

Mr.  Eustis  replied  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  defend- 
ed the  bill  in  regard  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  in 
toto,  in  its  objects  and  in  its  details,  as  contrary 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Riou  briefly  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  country  called  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
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then  taken  hj  ye&s  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  affinnative — ^109  to  48,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Meson.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  Masnchasetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten* 
Detsee,  Archer  of  Ylrginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbonr, 
BtTlj,  Beecber  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnffum,  Burton, 
BomD,  Btttler  of  New  HampsMre,  Campbell,  Cla- 
gett,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper, 
Coihrnan,  Dane,  Dennison,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticat,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enstis,  Fay, 
ndier,  Fk>yd,  Foot,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gnyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
!^  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hu^  Hen- 
dricb,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Va.,  Kinsey, 
Kinsler,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mc> 
Coy,  McCreary,  McCullongh,  Mallaiy,  Marchand, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montji^meiy,  R.  Moore,  T. 
L  Ifoore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Msssachnsetta,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Pln- 
Der,  Randolph,  Kankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Rosa,  Rnss,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Southard, 
Stnwis,  TaiT,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
TnAer  of  Tirginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Yir- 
gbia,  and  Wood— 109. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Bakivin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of 
Loaisiana,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert, 
DsriisgtDn,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gor- 
Lsffl,  Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McLaae  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mer- 
cer, S.  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Masaachusetts,  Parker  of  Yirglnia,  Pincloiey,  Reed, 
Ifii^ld,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seigeant,  Simkins, 
Sfsitfa  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  Yoik,  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and 
wlitonin— 48. 

Commodore  Perry^s  Family, 

The  Honse  tlien  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
foithe  relief  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hizard  Perry,  and  to  provide  for  the  education 
ef  bis  children  at  the  public  expense. 

The  bill  harinff  been  read  through — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  declined 
oocapying  the  time  of  the  Honse  by  epeakine  on 
tbe  sabject,  the  blanks  in  the  bUl  were  filled,  so 
is  to  make  the  proposed  allowance  to  be  $350 
per  annum  for  the  mother  of  the  late  Commo- 
dore Perry,  $400  for  his  widow,  (during  life,  or 
niil  in  ermarriage,)  and  $150  for  each  of  the 
cfaildren,  until  they  arrive  at  twenty-one  years 
of  aee.  The  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  an- 
nittlly  appropriated  being  $1,880,  the  estimat- 
ed aiDoant  of  half  the  pay  which  Commodore 
Perry,  whilst  living,  would  have  enjoyed  whilst 
on  separate  command. 

Mr.  Habdik  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill 
ocept  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof  a  provision,  allowing  to  the  family  of 
Commodore  Perry  half-pay  for  the  term  of  five 
jmn,  being,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  amonnt  which 
they  would  have  received  had  Commodore 
Ptfry  Men  in  battle. 


On  this  motion  there  arose  a  short  debate. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Habdin  was  negatived,  on 
a  division,  by  apparently  a  large  miyority. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill. 

The  House  having  concurred  in  filling  the 
blanks  as  reported  from  the  committee — 

Mr.  Habdin  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
made  in  Committj»6  of  the  Whole,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were, 
for  the  amendment  62,  against  it  82. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat,  though  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill,  objected  to  that  part  of  it  pro- 
posing an  allowance  of  $880  per  annum,  during 
life,  to  the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  that  part  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  allowance  of  $400  per  annum  to  the  widow 
of  Commodore  Perry,  with  a  view  to  make  it 
$780,  by  adding  to  it  the  $380  just  stricken 
out ;  so  that  the  amount  to  the  family  should 
be  the  same,  though  the  distribution  would  be 
different. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  B.  was  negatived,  by  a 
vote  of  69  to  52. 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  by  Mr.  Brush,  there  were,  for 
the  bill  76,  against  it  62. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


TVednesdat,  January  24. 

Fugitive  Slaves. 

Among  the  papers  offered  during  the  presen- 
tation of  memorials  to-day,  was  the  following, 
presented  by  Mr.  Bbown,  of  Kentucky : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly  that  many  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  the 
property  of  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  es- 
caped from  their  lawful  owners  into  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  are  there  protected  from  recapture  by 
the  subjects  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
reading  in  said  province  of  Canada :  And  whereas 
the  practice  of  concealing  and  countenancing  slaves 
that  thus  escape  from  their  lawful  owners,  tends 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and, 
if  persevered  in,  may  lead  to  unhappy  consequences 
between  the  subjects  of  his  said  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  the  opinion  and  de- 
sire of  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  invite  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government  to  this  sabject,  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, procure  arrangements  to  be  made,  on  the 
part  of  that  Government,  for  tho  restoration  of  such 
fugitive  slaves  as  shall  have  heretofore  escaped,  or 
may  hereafter  escape,  from  their  lawful  owners, 
(being  citizens  of  tho  United  States,)  into  any  of  his 
said  Majesty's  North  American  dommions.  And  the 
Governor  is  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State,  copiea 
of  the  foregoing  resolution. 
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The  Spbakeb  stated  that, '  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  Honse,  this  resolution  conld  not  be 
received,  not  being  "  addressed  to  the  House;'' 
though  the  subject  might  readily  be  brought 
before  the  House  in  a  different  form.  Upon 
which,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  the  resolution,  with 
the  intention  of  presenting  the  subject  to  the 
House  in  a  different  shape. 

Admission  ofMiuowri — Mr,  Eustiffs  EesoltUian, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eustis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Ruolv^d  hff  ihB  Senaie  and  Bouse  of  JUpresmtaHves 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  m  Congrete  ateembikd, 

and  it  is  hereby  declared^  That,  the day  of 

next  ensuiDg,  the  State  of  Miuoiizi  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever  :  Provided, 
That  80  mnch  of  the  26th  section  of  the  8d  article  of 
the  constitution  of  said  State,  presented  to  Congress 
at  the  present  session,  as  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  be  necessary 
^'  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mnlattoes  trom  coming 
to  and  settling  in  tins  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
soever/' shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  have  been  ex- 
punged therefrom. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  EiTSTis  stated  the  objects  he  had  in 
view  in  moving  this  resolution  to  be,  to  remove 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  to  give  facility 
and  despatch  to  the  admission  of  the  State  into 
the  Union,  and  thereby  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  this  question  ever  again  coming  before 
Congress.  These  were  his  only  motives,  and  he 
had,  in  moving  the  resolution,  acted  without 
consulting  with  any  one  else.  Foreseeing  a 
dif&culty  in  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the 
amendment  might  be  made,  he  had  left  that  a 
question  for  separate  consideration,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  decision  on  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Having  introduced  the  resolution  with  a 
sense  of  duty,  should  it  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  House,  he  should  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  having  in  proposing  it,  performed 
what  he  believed  to  be  nis  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eusns  the  blanks  in  the 
resolution  were  filled  with  the  first  of  October 
next. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution, 
in  order  to  take  up  that  from  the  Senate,  under 
the  impression  that  doing  so  would  fEu^ilitate  a 
final  decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  in  all  probability 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  this  course,  as  the 
same  question  now  before  the  House  might,  and 
probably  would  be,  brought  up  by  a  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived. 

No  debate  arising — 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  resolution,  aud  it  was  negatived  by  a  large 
migority. 


The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
decision  to  the  House. 

The  SpEAXEBput  the  question  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  made  in  committee,  (by  filling 
the  blanks  in  the  resolution.) 

It  being  objected  that  tlie  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee had  been  to  rt^eci  the  resolution — 

The  Sfbaxxb  decided  that  no  committee, 
whether  select  or  of  the  whole  House,  has  the 
power  of  rejecting  any  bill  or  resolution  refer- 
red to  it.  Sills  and  resolutions  are  referred  to 
committees  to  be  discussed  and  amended  or  not, 
and  not  to  be  agreed  to  or  r^ected  in  form, 
though  sometimes  virtually  rejected  by  strildng 
out  their  vital  parts.* 

The  decision  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  BabbottB)  and  Mr.  Cobb,  but  justi- 
fied by  Mr.  Serosant,  and  in  part  at  least  by 
Mr.  Lowndes.  In  the  end,  however,  no  appeal 
was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  res- 
olution be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?^' 
and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays 
146. 

So  the  resolution  was  r^ected. 

After  a  pause — 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  gave  notice,  that,  if  no 
other  gentleman  made  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  on  the  day  after  to-morrow 
move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolution  from  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  MissoxurL 


Thttbsdat,  January  25. 

Oeeupation  of  the  Columbia  Biver. 

Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  19th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  tiie  situation  of 
the  settlements  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and^to 
the  expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia 
River,  made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Columbia  River,  aud  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States 
and  territories  thereof;  which  bill,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  was  refenred  the  reaohi- 
tion  of  the  19th  of  December,  1820,  to  inquire  into 
the  sitnation  of  the  settlement  npon  the  Pacific  Oceauy 
amd  the  expediency  of  oocupying  the  Colombia  River, 
report :  That  they  have  caiefnlly  examined  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  and,  from  eveiy  consideration 

*  **  If  It  be  a  ptper  re/trred  to  th^m^  (a  oommittoe,  whe- 
ther  select  or  or  the  whole.)  they  proceed  to  put  questions 
of  amendment,  If  propoeea,  but  no  final  qaeetions  on  the 
whole ;  becauae  all  parts  of  the  paper,  having  been  adopted 
by  the  Hooso,  stand  of  coarse,  unless  altered  or  struck  oat 
by  a  vote.  Even  if  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole  paner, 
and  think  it  cannot  be  made  good  bv  amendments,  tney 
cannot  re^^ct  it,  bat  most  report  it  back  to  the  House  witJk- 
out  amendmenta,  and  there  make  their  opposition.*^— 
«/^rson'«  Manuai, 
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wtith  tiiej  haT8  been  able  to  bestow  npon  it,  believe, 
from  the  usage  of  all  natioiu,  preyiooB  and  sabee- 
qwDt  to  the  discovery  of  America,  the  title  of  the 
tnited  States  to  a  veiy  lai*^  portion  of  the  ooast  of 
tte  Pacific  Ocean  to  be  well  founded ;  nor  have  th^ 
k«ik  tUe  to  aaoertain  that  any  other  Goyemment 
than  Spain  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  it,  from 
Cape  Horn  to  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

When  this  continent  was  first  made  known  to  En- 
npe,  bj  the  bold  and  enterprising  genius  of  Christo- 
pher Golnmbas,  it  seemed  for  a  long  time  conceded 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  alone  conld  be 
pnraikd  upon  to  listen  to  his  plans  and  propoaitions, 
vM  most  entitied  to  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
watouM  israe  of  his  undertaking.  Though  Ferdi- 
nnd  and  Isabella,  who,  at  that  time,  filled  &e  throne 
tf  that  country,  did  not  rest  their  title  upon  the  tacit 
eoBKot  of  other  nations,  or  even  upon  their  armiea  or 
fat,  wfaieh  was,  at  that  period,  formidable,  and  well 
fNvided;  but,  instractedby  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tigBNe,  who  had  obtained  a  grant  for  all  countries 
aut  of  the  Axores,  from  pole  to  pole,  they  obtained  a 
■nibr  grant  from  tiie  Roman  Pontiif  of  all  the  terri- 
tories tfaej  wiahed  to  occupy  west  of  the  same  point, 
istliB  superstition  of  the  times  conferred  on  him  a 
qgbt  of  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
IRcUf  m  virtue  <^  his  power,  as  the  vicar  and  repre- 
Motadve  of  Jesus  Christ,  did  Alexander  VI.,  in  1498, 
graat  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  full  r^t,  all  the 
eoBBlries  inhabited  by  iidfidels,  which  they  had  or 
ibonld  discover. 

Eoonnons  as  the  power  was,  which  the  Popes  then 
aercised,  it  was  recognised  and  submitted  to  by  the 
DOBsichsof  that  day,  and  considered  as  having  Test- 
el  k  Spain  a  title  which  they  deemed  completely 
nSd,  and  aathoiised  her  to  extend  her  discoveries 
lad  establish  her  dominion  over  a  great  portion  of 
the  new  worid  The  Spanish  Crown,  as  well  as  in- 
^mdoal^  the  subjects  of  that  power,  continued  to  fit 
Ml  ships  iar  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  in  the  space 
tf  a  few  ysara,  had  visited  various  parts  of  the  ooast 
tf  AiMrica,  from  t&e  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  many  de- 
pses  sooth  of  the  equinoctial  line,  taking  possession, 
iBoavSi^  to  the  custom  of  that  day,  in  the  name  of 
the  Spaush  King.  Nor  was  their  zeal  for  discovery 
ttsfiaed  to  the  Atlantic  shore  alone ;  parties,  under 
Utg  and  entei^ising  leaden,  penetrated  far  into 
Ae  interior  of  the  continent,  and  even  to  the  shores 
tf  Ae  Pacific  Ocean,  vrrestmg  by  violence  the  rich 
BKpres  of  Pern  and  MAioo  fh>m  the  peaoeful  and 
hg^ate  Bovereigns  who  reigned  over  them,  and 
saaexsd  them  to  tiie  Crown  of  Spain,  by  the  triple 
iSde  of  conquest,  disoovery,  and  the  grant  of  the 

So  weD  satisfied  do  the  rest  of  Europe  seem  to  have 
\m»  gf  the  rights  of  Spain,  derived  firom  such  high 
■tiurity,  that  they  permitted  her  to  progress  uimio- 
ktted  m  her  cazeer  of  discovery  and  conquest  for 
■aay  jeacs,  until  she  had  acaurred  the  undisputed 
fMBon  of  most  of  the  AUantio  coast  of  South 
AiKrica,  and  the  whole  ahore  of  the  Pacific,  as  high 
is4e  antfaem  extremity  of  California,  and,  as  they 
ifa&ed,  after  tbey  came  in  poasession  <^  Louisiana, 
toapoint  (ar  to  the  northwaid  of  that. 

Ihoagh  discoveries  were  irequentiy  made  of  coun- 
Mei  among  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile,  where  na- 
^  seemed  to  invite  the  industiy  of  man  to  the  en- 
Pf9eat  of  ktzuziant  abundanoe,  yet  none  seemed  to 
■Mt  the  attention  of  either  Government  or  people, 
Ntfaose  which  contained  th^  predonB  metals ;  this 


morbid  thirst  for  gold  may  be  the  cause  why  no  set- 
tiements  were  made  north  of  California,  as  no  metal 
of  that  description  is  believed  to  be  found  in  that 
region. 

About  this  time  it  became  the  interest  of  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  to  think  differentiy  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion from  the  See  of  Rome,  and,  separating  entirely 
fi^m  it,  assumed  the  right  of  annexing  to  their  Crown 
all  the  territories  discovered  by  their  subjects,  and  of 
bestowing  them  by  charter  upon  individuals.  To  this 
end,  grants  were  issued  by  Elisabeth  in  the  year  1578 
and  1584,  the  one  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  other 
to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  were  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  leagues,  but  those  issued  in  1G06, 
1608,  and  1611,  by  James  I.,  in  the  charters  for  Yir- 
gixua,  were  declared  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of 
countiy  from  thirty-four  to  forty-five  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  extending  fit>m  sea  to  sea,  always  excepting 
the  territories  of  any  Christian  Prince  or  people. 

It  is  believed  that  when  these  charters  were  grant- 
ed by  the  Monarchs  of  England,  they  were  not  well 
apprised  of  the  extent  of  country  they  vrere  giving 
away,  but  from  their  reservations,  In  regard  to  the 
titie  of  Christian  Princes  or  people,  they  were  ap- 
prised of  the  title  of  Spain  upon  the  western  ocean, 
though  not  informed  of  its  extent ;  as  it  is  evident 
frt)m  the  words  Christian  and  infidd  often  occurring, 
both  in  the  charters  of  the  Monarchs  and  the  bulls  of 
the  Pope,  the  legitimate  sovereigns,  as  well  as  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  in  that  day,  were  considered  as 
possessing  no  ri^ts.  With  whatever  care  they  avoid- 
ed collisions  witii  each  other  respecting  territory 
which  might  produce  a  war  with  a  power  equally 
skilled  in  the  military  art  with  themselves,  they  were 
not  scrupulous  in  dispossessing  the  natives  of  both 
Americas  of  their  country,  all  of  whom  were  as  brave, 
as  generous,  and  magnanimous  as  themselves,  and 
some  of  whom  as  far  advanced  in  civilization  and  the 
arts  of  peace,  though  not  professing  to  be  Christians, 
or  skilled  in  war. 

The  opinion  of  Europe  undergoing  another  change 
upon  the  subject  of  discoveries  in  unknown  regrions^ 
they  were  now  reduced  to  a  more  definite  and  reason- 
able extent,  oonsequentiy,  in  a  few  years,  a  third  mode 
of  obtaining  territory  came  to  be  admitted  by  all  as 
the  basis  on  which  tiiey  could  safely  rely  for  a  just 
decision  of  their  claims,  should  difficulties  present 
themselves ;  and  one  which,  to  a  moderate  extent, 
gave  to  all  nations  the  benefit  of  their  own  labors. 
By  this  rule,  too,  all  the  territory  thus  acquired  was 
vested  in  the  State  rather  than  the  Crown,  which 
Spanish  jurisprudence,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Pope,  seemed  to  consider. 

Hence,  the  power  which  discovered  a  country  was 
entitled  to  the  whole  extent  of  soil  watered  by  the 
springs  of  the  principal  riter  or  water  course  passing 
through  it,  provided  there  was  settiement  made,  or 
possession  taken,  with  the  usual  formalities,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Govenmient  to  whom 
the  individual  owed  allegiance.  Though  the  tacit 
consent  of  all  seemed  to  yield  the  sovereignty  from 
sea  to  sea,  where  no  settiement  or  express  possession 
was  had  of  an  intermediate  country ;  and  such  right 
was  held  good  to  the  whole  extent,  but  not  wholly 
confirmed  until  another  settiement  was  made  at  a 
distinct  point  npon  the  same  territory  beyond  the 
water  of  the  fint,  or  so  distant  as  not  manlfestiy  to 
encroach  upon  the  establishments  of  the  coast;  other 
powers,  though,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  failure 
of  the  first  to  occupy  another  principal  stream,  or 
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distant  point,  and  become  thereby  vested  with  a  fnU 
right  of  sovereignty.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
condition  of  America  until  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812 ;  since  which  time  all  treaties  have  yielded  to 
the  different  powers,  in  fnll  right,  all  they  claimed, 
either  by  settlement,  or  from  the  failure  of  others  to 
occupy  the  principal  streams  when  they  might  do 
so.  There  is  now  no  longer  territoiy  to  be  obtained 
by  settlement  or  discovery ;  and  if  there  should  be 
any  difficulty,  it  will  be  where  the  different  limits 
of  the  different  powers  shaU  be  fixed. 

Impressed  with  a  belief,  that,  under  this  mode, 
valuable  possessions  might  be*  added  to  the  French 
monarchy,  it  is  presumed  Sieurs  Joliet  and  Marquette 
penetrated  the  unknown  wilderness  fh>m  Canada, 
and  discovered  the  Mississippi  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
1673,  and  explored  it  down  to  the  Arkansas.  JPer- 
hapS)  encouraged  by  their  success^  a  few  years  after, 
Hennepin  visited  tiiose  regions,  and  pursued  that 
river  to  its  mouth.  His  representations,  with  other 
conbiderations,  two  years  after,  induced  M.  de  la 
Salle  and  M.  Tonti  to  descend  that  river  with  a  consid- 
erable force  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they  are  be- 
lieved to  have  built  the  fort  during  that  trip,  the 
bricks  and  other  remains  of  which  are  now  to  be  seen 
on  the  first  high  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, below  the  mouth  of  the  White  River. 

After  this  period,  in  1685,  M.  de  la  Salle,  being  on 
his  return  from  France,  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Rio  Colorado,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and  planted 
a  considerable  colony  there,  taking  possession,  in  due 
and  solemn  form,  in  the  name  of  the  French  King. 
Such  were  the  discoveries  which,gave  to  France  the 
country  called  Louisiana,  from  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte,  being  the  next  great  river  to  the  west  of  that 
settlement,  along  the  mountains  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
west,  as  the  western  limits,  and  California  as  the 
eastern  boundary.  That  f^nce,  and  all  other  na- 
tions interested  in  its  boundary,  considered  it  in  the 
same  light,  is  ascertained  in  various  ways,  to  the 
conviction  of  the  most  incredulous. 

In  consequence  of  these  settlements  and  discoveries 
of  the  I'rench,  Louis  XIY.  granted,  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  year  1712,  to  Anthony  Crozat,  the  exclusive 
commerce  of  that  country,  and  defines  its  boundaiy, 
declaring  that  it  comprehends  all  lands,  coasts,  and 
islands,  situated  in  theGnlf  of  Mexico,  between  Caro- 
lina on  the  east,  and  Old  and  New  Mexico  on  the 
west.  The  French  title  to  these  boundaries  is  fnrther 
established  by  the  Chevalier  de  Champigny,  who 
lived  in  the  country,  and  declares  Louisiana  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains 
of  Mexico.  This  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  other 
writers,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had  the  most  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  among  them  we  find 
that  intelligent  statesman,  the  Count  de  Yergennes, 
in  a  work  entitied  an  Historical  and  Political  Memoir 
of  Louisiana,  where  he  says,  it  is  bounded  by  Florida 
on  the  east,  and  by  Mexico  on  the  west  The  same 
extent  is  assigned  to  it  by  Don  Antonio  de  Alcedo, 
an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  service  of  Spain,  en- 
titled "Diccionario  Geografico  Historico  de  las  In- 
dias  Occidentals  6  America.'*  Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  a  map  published 
in  1762,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  which  is  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Paris,  in  the  year  1782. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectable  writers, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  employment  of  both 
France  and  Spain,  sot  to  mention  the  authority  of 


Dn  Pratz,  it  is  believed  the  United  States  may  with 
safety  rely,  they  having,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of 
1803,  become  possessed  of  tiie  French  title.  If,  how- 
ever, there  exists  any  obscurity  in  the  boundaiy  of 
that  province,  Spain,  with  whom  it  is  supposed  the 
title  confficts,  has  no  right  to  claim  any  benefit  aris- 
ing from  it,  as  all  the  writers  and  geographers  above 
referred  to  agree  in  fixing  Mexico,  New  Spain,  the 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
as  the  tme  boundary  anterior  to  the  treaty  of  1763. 
If  she,  then,  by  treaty,  obtained  from  France  that 
coimtiy,  with  tiiese  limits,  as  asserted  by  France,  and 
different  ones  not  being  stipulated  for  by  her,  she 
cannot  now,  with  any  shadow  of  justice,  propose 
others.  Moreover,  Spain,  by  the  Treaty  of  St  nde- 
fonso,  retroceded  this  same  counfzy  to  France,  with 
tHe  same  extent  of  boundaiy  it  had  when  originallj 
in  her  possession,  thereby  oonfinning  to  France, 
witbont  doubt,  all  she  ori^ally  claimed  particularly, 
as  no  notice  is  there  taken  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
original  French  titie  to  the  full  extent  of  their  claim ; 
at  all  events,  it  is  believed,  if  there  was  difficulty  in 
regard  to  it,  during  this  last  transfer  would  have  been 
the  time  to  adjust  it ;  or,  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is 
thought,  as  well  as  candor  and  good  faith,  she  has 
not,  or  ought  not,  to  be  permitted  to  insist  upon  other 
boundariea  That  law,  in  one  place,  declares,  that 
"  if  the  party  making  tiiem  (meaning  grants  or  ces- 
sions) fuls  to  express  himself  clearly  and  plainly,  it 
is  the  worse  for  him ;  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  intro- 
duce, subsequentiy,  restrictions  which  he  has  not 
expressed." 

It  is  proper,  before  this  part  of  the  subject  is  passed 
over,  to  remark,  that,  firom  the  examination  of  the 
best  records  of  the  times,  from  the  discovcxy  of  Amer- 
ica until  the  year  1763,  the  bull  of  the  Pope  rather 
gave  a  titie  to  the  counlzy,  the  coast  of  which  had 
been  examined  by  the  Spaniards,  than  confirmed,  be- 
yond the  participation  of  other  nations,  the  hemi- 
sphere west  of  the  Azores ;  but,  where  an  extensi^ 
coast  had  been  discovered  by  tiiem,  and  no  settie- 
ment  attempted  previous  to  1763,  that  ooast,  and  its 
extended  interior,  has  been  considered  the  property 
of  the  nation  so  discovering  it ;  or  discovering  the  in- 
terior, the  unoccupied  coasts  becomes  a  part 

Great  Britain,  as  was  her  interest,  maintained  for 
a  long  time  the  old  notion  of  a  right  to  grant  by 
charter  all  the  countries  firom  sea  to  sea,  where  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  territoiy  of  any  Christian 
Prince  or  people ;  and  he»  obstinate  adherence  to 
that  system  is  considered  as  largely  contribntiDg  to 
the  production  of  the  war  of  1755,  when  she  was  op- 
posed by  France  and  Spain,  as  granting  away  almost 
all  Mexico  and  the  French  possessions,  both  claiming 
much  of  the  intermediate  countiy,  and  tiie  coast  « 
the  Pacific.  Great  Britain,  at  the  dose  of  that  war, 
abandoned  her  pretensions,  and  gave  manifestations 
of  her  sincerity,  by  revoking  the  first  charter  granted 
to  Georgia,  and  in  the  second,  in  1764,  limited  it  to 
the  Misidssippi,  and  agreed,  in  1763,  to  limit  her 
whole  territory  to  that  river  in  the  west 

Where  territory  has  been  acquired,  as  already 
shown,  upon  any  coast,  and  the  same  coast  is  actaai- 
ly  settied,  or  occupied  by  another  power,  at  such  a 
distance  as  not  manifestiy  to  encroach  upon  the  first, 
the  point  cqilidistant  from  either  is  considered  as  the 
utmost  limits  of  each.  This  principle,  it  is  believed, 
was  fixed  and  settied  by  all  the  most  important 
treaties  which  have  engf^^  the  powers  of  Eaiope 
in  affairs  appertaining^  in  any  way,  to  posaesdons  in 
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tiiis  coantrj,  and,  it  is  belieyed,  waa  acted  upon  and 
■nctaoned,  not  only  by  ihe  treaty  of  1763,  but,  in 
»me  measore,  by  that  of  Utrecht,  in  1718. 

Spain,  by  virtne  of  her  oziginal  discoveiy,  and  ao- 
toal  aetdement  in  Mexico,  together  with  her  title  to 
Lcraisiana,  claimed  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica, as  high  np  aa  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tode ;  and,  to  enforce  her  claim,  in  the  year  1789, 
teak  a  «hi{M>f-war  np  the  coast  to  capture  or  drive 
fiom  those  -waters  sereral  English  vessels  fitted  out 
in  tUe  East  Indies  by  English  merchants,  upon  their 
own  authority,  and  at  their  own  risk,  to  trade  with 
the  natives  in  that  quarter.  This  service  was  per- 
ftnned  by  Martinea,  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  navy ; 
and,  in  the  year  1790,  became  the  subject  of  a  mes- 
sage firam  the  British  Bang  to  his  Parliament.  Al- 
thoB^  much  debate  ensued,  and  some  resentment 
was  expressed  towards  Spain  for  her  treatment  of  the 
Britiah  sabjects,  who  were  made  prisoners,  yet  no 
daim  was  alleged  on  the  part  of  England  to  territory 
thersi  Great  Britain,  in  the  course  of  that  transac- 
tkn,  seems  to  have  recognized  the  claim  of  Spain, 
and  waa  willing  to  treat  for  the  exgoyment  of  privi- 
leges on  that  coast,  whioh  she  obtained,  and  was,  bv 
I<api1«±i/MM^  invested  with  the  further  right  to  fish 
•reii  as  low  down  as  the  Gulf  of  California. 

n&e  Spanish  monarch,  being  in  possession  of  the 
Fieaeb  title,  regardless  of  that  which  the  United 
States  had  obtained,  according  to  the  mode  last 
adopted,  felt  greai  confidence  in  his  negotiations 
widi  the  Britim  Government,  in  the  year  1790.  But 
the  territory,  the  title  to  which  gave  that  confidence, 
has  since,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  come  into  the  pos- 
sesoon  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  believed  the 
Treaty  el"  St.  Ildefonso  confirmed  to  France  the  full 
extent  of  boondary  originally  claimed,  Spain  taking 
no  notice  of  the  original  error,  if  any  existed. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  United  States, 
being  poesessed  of  the  title  of  France,  and,  by  a  just 
appticatiop  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  of  Spain  too, 
if  she  ever  had  any,  leaves  them  the  undisputed  sov« 
errign^  of  that  coast,  firom  the  sixtieth  degree  of 
DQith  latitade  down  to  thirtyHsix,  which  is  believed 
to  be  the  stnation  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  al- 
hded  to  in  sdl  the  authors  and  charts  before  referred 
to.  It,  however,  there  should  remain  a  doubt,  that 
doobt  is  relieved  by  a  reference  to  the  subordinate 
pr««5»ipi<%  recognized  by  ihe  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
I^ria,  in  1763.  When  we  know  tliat  all  the  formali- 
tiea  deemed  necessary  in  the  possession  of  a  newly 
£seov6red  coontry  have  been  complied  with  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States ;  that,  m  the  years  1785-'6, 
aa  eststblishment  was  made  at  the  mouth  of  l^e  Co- 
fambiA  Biver,  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  ftiU  and  entire 
beatft  of  whose  courage,  enterprise,  and  success,  re- 
to  this  Union ;  and  that  at  a  later  day,  in  1805, 
Lewis  and  Clark,  in  executing  the  desires  of 
Govemment,  again  visited  the  Cdnmbia  and  the 
Westem  ocean,  twelve  miles  from  which  they  built 
Fort  ClofeMip,  yet  to  be  seen — these  establishments 
Dade  by  the  United  States,  not  so  near  the  settle- 
wtatm  of  California  as  msnifestly  to  encroach  upon 
^tm,  entitle  them  to  the  whole  country  north  of  Co- 
kmfaia  Biver.  And,  in  applying  the  principle  known 
ta  govern  in  soch  cases,  the  point  equidi^ant  from 
Ae  Spexush  actoal  settlements  and  the  mouth  of  that 
river  ia  the  true  point  at  which  a  line  drawn  sepa- 
rating  the  two  ooontries  should  commence.  The  ao- 
teal  settlements  of  Spain  are  believed  to  have  been, 
at  tihat  time,  npon  the  Colorado  of  CaUfomia,  in  lati- 


tude 82^  north ;  but»  even  supposing  the  point  to  be 
the  extreme  south  of  the  daim  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  believed  to  be  86°,  then  the  line  of  separa- 
tion would  fAll  at  41°.  And,  if  any  doubt  arose  as 
to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  Spanish  title,  to  the  north  of  Fort  Clotsop,  so 
high  as  60  degrees  of  latitude,  there  could  remain  no 
doubt  as  far  as  the  equidistant  point,  which  would 
be  at  the  completion  of  the  58d  degree  of  latitude, 
leaving  us  twelve  degrees  of  coast  on  that  ocean. 

From  every  information  that  can  be  obtained, 
worthy  to  be  relied  upon,  our  coast  on  the  Pacific, 
for  years  past,  has  been  the  theatre  of  much  individ- 
ual enterprise,  stimulated  by  the  rich  returns  of  nu- 
merous whale  ships,  and  this  great  profit  of  the  fur 
trade,  together  with  the  flattering  accounts  of  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Clark,  relative  to  the  resources  of  the  in- 
terior, though  no  regular  trade  or  well-oiganized 
system  of  commerce  existed  until  the  year  1810,  in 
the  course  of  which  year  a  vessel  was  fitted  out  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  well  supplied  with  provisions  and 
seed  of  eveiy  description  necessaiy  in  a  permanent 
occupation  of  the  coast,  which  tliey  contemplated. 
This  litde  colony  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men  when  it  arrived  in  the  Columbia ;  and  after  aa- 
certaining  its  soundings,  they  removed  some  miles 
above  Fort  Clotsop,  a^  built  the  town  of  Astoria, 
where  a  portion  of  them  cultivated  the  soil,  whilst 
the  others  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  natives. 
The  soil  was  found  to  be  rich,  and  weU  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  all  the  useful  vegetables  found  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States;  as  turnips,  potatoes, 
onions,  rye,  wheat,  melons  of  various  kmds^  cucum- 
bers, and  eveiy  species  of  pease.  In  the  oourse  of  a 
year  or  two,  it  was  believed  their  interest  wonld  be 
promoted  by  cultivating  and  securing  the  friendship 
and  confidence  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  the  waters  of 
that  great  river ;  to  which  end,  the  town  of  Astoria 
was  maintained  by  about  thirty  men,  whilst  the  rest 
established  themselves  at  five  other  points,  to  become 
fixed  stations,  to  raise  their  own  vegetables,  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  receive  supplies  of  merchandise 
from  the  general  depot  of  Astoria,  and  to  return  to  it 
the  fruits  of  their  labor.  One  (^  these  subordinate 
establishments  appears  to  have  been  at  the  month  of 
Lewis's  River ;  one  at  Lanton ;  a  third  on  the  Colum- 
bia, six  hundred  miles  fix»m  the  ocean,  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Wantana  River ;  a  fourth  on  the  east  fork 
of  Lewis's  River :  and  the  fifth  on  the  Multnomah. 
Thus  situated,  this  enterprising  litde  colony  succeed- 
ed well  in  all  their  undertakings,  nor  met  with  but 
one  misfortune,  which  •seemed  to  partake  largely  of 
that  kind  which  had,  for  a  long  time,  so  certainly 
and  so  unseen,  been  inflicted  npon  our  Western  in- 
habitants ;  this  was  the  loss  of  the  Tonquin,  a  vessel 
they  had  taken  from  New  York,  whilst  trading  down 
the  coast,  where,  in  time  past,  she  had  been,  in  com- 
mon with  the  ships  of  some  European  Powers^  eigoy- 
ing  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  natives.  Tfau 
confidence  had  by  some  means  been  destroyed,  and, 
whilst  they  induced  many  of  the  ship's  company  to 
go  on  shore,  many  of  their  own  number  went  on 
board  the  ship,  and  suddenly  attacking  the  crew,  the 
whole  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  vessel.  This^ 
though  a  great  affliction  to  the  survivors  on  the  Co- 
lombia, did  not  dishearten  them,  as  other  vessels 
were  expected  soon  to  arrive,  and,  with  these  expec- 
tations, they  continued  their  trade,  which,  becoming 
profitable,  they  were  the  less  inclined  to  abandon. 
But  the  operations  of  the  war  of  1812|  which  took 
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place  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
were  destined  to  mar  their  prosperity.  That  Gov- 
emment|  it  appears,  despatched  a  vessel  of  war  called 
the  Raccoon,  to  destroy  or  possess  Astoria,  which,  hy 
the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  influenced  by  the 
Northwest  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies  of  fur 
traders,  they  were  easily  enabled  to  do ;  and  have, 
from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  oontinned  to  re- 
side at  it,  as  well  as  on  the  river  above,  though  a 
messenger  or  agent  was  sent  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  receive,  and  did  receive,  that  post 
from  them,  at  the  dose  of  the  late  war. 

From  evexy  reflectian  which  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  fkcts  connected  with 
this  subject,  they  are  inclined  to  believe  the  Colum- 
bia, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  a  position  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  the  fisheries  on  that  coast,  its 
open  sea,  and  its  position  in  regard  to  China,  which 
offers  the  best  market  for  the  vast  quantities  of  furs 
taken  in  those  regions,  and  our  increasing  trade 
throughout  that  ocean,  seems  to  demand  immediate 
attention. 

The  fur  of  every  countxy  which  has  produced  it, 
has  been  ever  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  com- 
modities, and  has  long  held  a  rank  among  the  most 
profitable  articles  of  commerce  ;  it  was  much  sought 
for  even  in  the  days  of  Tatila,  a  Visigoth,  who 
reigned  in  Italy  about  the  year  522,  at  which  time 
they  drew  their  supplies  from  the  Suethons,  who  in- 
habited that  part  of  Europe  called  Sweden.  The 
Welsh  set  a  high  value  on  them  as  early  as  the  time 
of  Howel  Dda,  in  940,  and,  from  its  being  first  an 
article  of  dress,  used  only  by  the  poorer  class  of  the 
community,  it  by  graduidly  extending  itself  came  to 
be  one  of  luxury  of  the  highest  value,  in  which  kings 
and  princes  vied  with  each  other  in  their  costly  mag- 
nificence and  display ;  their  clothes  were  not  only 
fashioned  of  them,  but  even  their  tents  were  lined 
with  the  finest  varieties.  Such  was  the  display  of 
the  Cham  of  Tartary,  when  he  was  visited  in  his  tent 
by  Marco  Polo,  about  the  vear  1252.  It  had  become 
so  much  in  use,  and  so  high  in  price,  that  Edward  , 
m.,  in  the  year  1887,  deemed  it  expedient  to  pro- 
hibit its  use  to  any  but  those  who  could  aflbrd  to 
spend  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  without  detriment 
to  their  property.  At  that  day,  having  exhausted 
those  parts  of  Europe  which  had  supplied  them,  the 
price  increasing  init.  a  growing  demand,  they  were 
obliged  to  seek  them  elsewhere,  and  procured  their 
supplies  firam  the  north  of  Asia.  This,  for  a  long 
time,  poured  into  the  adjoining  parts  of  Europe,  im- 
mense sums,  as  it  was  in  that  direction  they  were 
brought  to  market.  This  trade,  so  valuable  to  that 
part  of  the  worid,  had  no  competition,  nor  were  other 
ionroes  of  supply  even  known  until  Francis  I.  of 
France,  in  the  year  1614,  sent  Jacques  Curtis^  of  St. 
Haloes,  to  make  discoveries  in  this  country.  That 
ffentleman  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  exchanged 
his  merchandise  for  fur,  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  a  feeble  trade,  that  was  continued  untQ  the 
year  1608,  when  Samuel  Champlain  went  some  dis- 
tance up  tiiat  river,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
town  of  Quebec,  as  a  trading  establishment,  and 
commenced  a  system  which,  however,  did  not  greatly 
flourish  until  about  the  year  1649.  But  veiy  soon 
after  that  country  came  into  the  possession  of  Eng- 
land, this  trade  was  cherished  and  greatly  increased, 
and  the  dominion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  enabled  her 
not  only  to  supply  Russia  itself,  and  all  Europe,  but 
•ven  to  send  it  to  Turicey,  and  round  the  Ci^  of 


Good  Hope,  to  distant  China.  That  trade  which  had 
destroyed  all  competition,  and,  in  the  hands  of  well- 
regulated  companies,  was  capable  of  enriching  an 
empire,  had  yielded  a  part  of  its  profits  to  the  skill 
and  industry  of  individuals  upon  our  western  shore ; 
that  skill  and  that  industry  has  withered,  not  for  the 
want  of  fostering  care,  but  justice  and  protection. 

The  fur  trade  of  Canada  has  long  been  conducted 
by  well-organised  companies;  and,  although  they 
encounter  iofinite  difficulties,  yet  the  great  profit  o^ 
their  business  enables  them  to  overcome  them,  and 
to  divide  a  considerable  percentage.  All  those  arti- 
cles intended  as  supplies  for  the  Indians  are  shipped 
at  Montreal  and  carried  far  into  the  interior,  through 
lakes,  and  rivers,  and  difficult  streams,  until  they 
arrive  even  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mountuna 
The  increasing  wealth  derived  from  tins  source,  in- 
duced a  lai^  increase  of  capital,  and  oorresponding 
exertions  to  obtain  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  rivers  and  lakes  through  which  their  mer^an- 
dise  was  to  be  carried,  and  a  more  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  natives,  among  whom  they  were  even- 
tually to  be  disposed  of  for  rare,  the  produce  of  the 
labor  of  the  savage.  With  views  of  tiiis  kind,  small 
parties  have  been  despatched,  at  different  times,  firam 
the  year  1774  until  the  year  1798,  to  examiae  the 
rivers  of  the  West.  At  the  period  last  mentioned, 
one  of  those  parties,  under  the  direction  of  Alexander 
McKenzte,  penetrated  even  to  the  Western  ocean, 
thereby  greatly  adding  to  their  stock  of  useful  knowl- 
edge in  that  branch  of  commerce,  which  they  have 
not  failed  duly  to  appreciata  Notwithstanding  the 
great  difficulties  which  the  British  furriers  encounter, 
from  the  embarrassment  of  their  commerce  by  their 
different  systems  of  exclusive  privilege,  these  com- 
panies find  it  a  source  of  vast  profit,  far  exceeding 
any  thing  known  in  the  United  States;  this^  too, 
when  the  merchandise  is  so  much  advanced  in  price, 
firom  the  distance  and  the  numerous  obstructions. 
The  enhanced  value  of  the  articles,  and  their  diffi- 
culties in  transporting  them,  may  be  fuUy  understood, 
when  it  is  known  the  tract  of  transport  is  equal  to 
three  or  four  thousand  miles^  through  more  than 
sixty  lakes,  some  of  them  very  considerable  in  eitent^ 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  the  means  of  transportataon 
are  bark  canoes.  Furthermore,  these  waters  are  in- 
terrupted in  at  least  a  hundred  places,  by  falls  and 
rapids,  alons  which  the  trader  has  to  carry  his  mer^ 
chandise  on  his  back,  and  over  a  hundred  and  thirty 
carrying  places,  from  twenty  or  thir^  yards  in  ex- 
tent to  thirteen  miles,  where  both  canoe  and  cargo 
have  to  be  conveyed  by  the  same  means. 

These  are  some  of  the  obstructions  which  the 
Northwest  Company  encounter:  yet  their  exports 
fh)m  Quebec  alone  are  valued  at  mora  than  a  mUlioQ 
of  dollars  annually,  without  reference  to  those  brought 
to  the  United  States,  and  shipped  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  direct  to  Cliina,  rather  than  incur  the 
cost  and  delay  in  procuring  them  a  passage  to  Lon- 
don and  thence  to  India,  m  the  ships  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  goods 
of  that  company,  destined  for  tiiis  trade,  particulariy 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  are  shipped  to  Boston,  and 
immediately  reshipped  in  American  vessels,  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback.  These  vessels  are  sometimes 
employed  to  make  a  voyage  for  them  from  the  month 
of  Columbia  to  Canton.  To  illustrate  more  fully  the 
increasing  value  of  this  trade,  it  is  only  necessaiy  to 
observe,  that  from  Quebec,  in  1808,  there  were  ex- 
ported the  skins  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thooMiid 
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erven  ImndTed  and  twentj-nixie  quadropeds,  ninety- 
tbme  thoosand  seyen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of 
whkh.  were  the  beaTsr.  Since  that  time  they  have 
extended  their  trade  beyond  the  Rocky  Monntains, 
and  hare,  aa  has  aheady  been  observed,  established 
Aemaelves  at  the  month  of  the  Colnmbia.  The 
amomit  of  their  export  from  that  port  cannot  be  as- 
certained, bnt  it  is  thought  to  bis  of  great  valne. 
The  Hadson's  Bay  Company  is  believed  to  be  oon- 
sidrrable,  and,  from  a  state  of  former  depression,  is 
tut  becoming  Uie  rival  of  the  other,  bnt  for  several 
years  past  have  withdrawn  their  traders  from  the 
west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  they  have  fewer 
difliciilties  to  overcome  in  arriving  at  the  highest 
point  of  navigatioa  than  the  Northwest  Company. 
Tbeir  ronte  is  through  the  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Nelson 
River,  to  Lake  Winnipeg;  thence,  by  passing  other 
lakes,  thi^  ascend  the  Red  River  to  their  estabUsh- 
ment,  which  is  within  ninety  miles  of  the  Missouri 
Birer,  at  a  point  called  the  Mandan  villages.  This 
liver  takes  its  rise  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  about 
the  fiorty-third  degree  of  latitude,  and  observes  a 
eomse  north  and  nordieast  towards  Hudson's  Bay, 
until  h  anives  at  the  Mandan  villages,  a  distance  of 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles,  when  it  turns  short  to 
the  MQtfa,  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  joins  the 
WJiwisrippi ;  the  water  running  to  the  HudsDn's  Bay 
as  that  point,  approaching  within  one  mile,  and  no 
hin  or  Mgh  ground  to  separate  them,  of  any  magni- 
tede.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  many  advantages 
vhich  the  Hudson*s  Bay  Ccmpany  possessed  over  the 
Kottfawest  Company,  the  £arl  of  Selkirk,  the  patron 
«f  the  fosmer,  and  a  man  of  uncommon  enterprise, 
was  exceedingly  desirous  to  obtain  the  privilege  of 
•applying  his  establishments  upon  the  Bed  River,  by 
asDfndiiig  the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Peter's ;  thence  to 
its  somoe  in  Stone  Lake ;  then,  by  a  short  portage, 
through  open  woods  and  a  level  country,  to  his  sta- 
tions; or,  taking  the  route  by  the  Missouri  to  the 
Mandan  villages,  thence  by  a  portage  of  ninety  miles, 
to  his  place  of  destination.  The  exports  of  this  com- 
pany, lor  a  short  time  past,  have  been  very  little  less 
tban  those  of  the  Northwest  Company. 

The  committee,  from  carefully  examining  all  the 
ftets  connected  with  the  subject  referred  to  ^em,  are 
veH  pennaded  that  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
is  sueh  as  to  enable  it  to  possess  all  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  ^lis  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  others, 
smounta  to  milHons ;  many  of  whose  trading  estab- 
Brfimeiita  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  this  Republic,  as  fixed  by  the 
Convenlaon  of  London  of  the  20th  of  October,  1818 ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  power,  with  the  exception 
of  Spain,  has  any  just  claim  to  territory  west  of  them, 
or  on  the  Pacific  The  dependence  for  subsistence  of 
many  of  tfaon  establishments,  is  upon  the  buffalo 
beef  hunted  by  the  Assiniboin  Indians,  who  inhabit 
the  euuatry  between  the  river  of  that  name  and  the 
Misaoori;'  their  hunting  ground  is  far  within  our 
boundary.  To  succeed  in  procuring  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  all  the  wealth  lowing  from  this 
aooroe,  it  is  only  necessary  to  occupy  with  a  small 
tndiii^  guard  the  most  northeastern  point  upon  the 
Ifiswori  lUver,  and  confine  the  foreigners  to  their  own 
ttniutrj ;  at  tiie  same  time  occupying,  with  a  similar 
guard,  the  month  of  Columbia.  The  great  profit  de- 
Dved  from  this  trade  by  the  Canadian  companies, 
idien  we  know  the  distance  and  obstructions  in  tbeir 
riven,  and  in  the  various  stzeams  they  ascend  in  car- 
ijing  it  on,  the  advance  of  price  consequent  upon  it 


becomes  rather  a  matter  of  amazement  than  other- 
wise, and  inclines  us  to  examine  our  own  rivers  with 
a  view  to  the  same  object.  Instead,  however,  of 
those  formidable  obstructions,  we  find  a  smooth  and 
deep  river,  running  through  a  boundless  extent  of  the 
most  fertile  soil  on  this  continent,  containing  within 
its  limits  all  those  valuable  furs  which  have  greatly 
enriched  others ;  a  certain,  safe,  and  easy  navigation, 
with  a  portage  of  only  two  hundred  miles,  uniting  it 
with  another  river,  equally  smooth,  deep,  and  certain, 
running  to  the  great  Western  ocean.  Thus  are  those 
two  great  oceans  separated  by  a  single  portage  of  two 
hundred  miles !  The  practicability  of  a  speedy,  safe, 
and  easy  communication  with  the  Pacific,  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  doubt  or  conjecture :  from  information 
not  to  be  doubted,  the  Rocky  Mountains  at  this  time, 
in  several  places,  are  so  smooth  and  open,  that  the 
labor  of  ten  men  for  twenty  days  would  enable  a 
wagon  with  its  usual  freight  to  pass  with  great  facil- 
ity from  the  navigable  water  of  the  SiGssouri  to  that 
of  the  Columbia ;  the  actual  distance  from  river  to 
river  several  hundred  miles  from  their  source,  that  is, 
from  the  great  Falls  of  Missouri  to  the  fork  of  Clark's 
River,  is  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles;  the  dis- 
tance, therefore,  of  two  hundred  miles  is  to  good 
navigation  on  the  Columbia,  which  is  the  only  river 
of  any  magnitude  upon  that  whole  coast,  north  of  the 
Colorado  of  California,  though  there  are  several  good 
harbors,  secure  and  scife  for  vessels  of  any  size. 

The  region  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  the  head 
of  tide  water,  which  is  about  two  hundred  miles,  is 
heavily  timbea^d,  with  a  great  variety  of  wood  well 
calculated  for  shipbuilding,  and  every  species  of  cab- 
inet or  carpenter's  work ;  though  there  is  a  heavily 
timbered  country  thence  for  two  hundred  miles  fur- 
ther, yet  it  is  of  a  lesser  gv>wth,  and  quality  not  so 
durable :  at  that  point  commences  the  plain  country, 
when  the  soil  becomes  more  thin,  and  almost  without 
wood,  until  it  arrives  at  the  table  lands  below  the 
mountain.  Though  the  soil  of  this  region  is  not  so 
good  as  in  any  other  part  of  this  great  valley,  yet  it 
produces  grass  of  the  finest  quality,  and  is  emphati- 
cally called  the  region  favorable  to  the  production  of 
the  horse ;  this  noble  animal,  so  far  surpassing  all 
others  in  usefulness,  courage,  and  swiftness^  is  here 
produced  in  greater  perfection  than  even  in  Andalusia 
or  Virginia.  But»  independent  of  all  the  wealth 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  fur  trade  of  that 
river  and  tiie  Missouri,  the  security,  too,  which  the 
peace  of  this  country  would  find  in  the  influence 
which  the  American  traders  would  obtain  over  the 
native,  is  the  increasing  conunerce  in  the  Western 
ocean.  There  is  no  employment  so  well  calculated 
to  make  good  seaman  as  the  whale  fisheries,  which 
are  known  to  be  more  profitable  on  this  coast  than 
any  other ;  at  the  same  time,  the  oil  is  far  preferable 
to  that  ts^en  on  any  other  coast,  being  dear  and 
transparent  as  rock  water.  While  so  many  of  our 
citizens  are  industriously  engaged  in  the  various 
branches  of  trade  in  those  seas,  more  valuable  to  this 
country,  it  is  believed,  than  any  other:  while  all  na- 
tions who  have  claims  upon  that  coast,  and  some  who 
have  none,  are  anxious  t  >  occupy  some  position  upon 
it,  even  at  a  vast  expense,  to  enable  them  to  partici- 
pate in  its  benefits,  we  have  neglected  to  extend  to  it 
any  portion  of  our  care,  though  it  appears,  from  the 
best  information,  that  there  is  at  this  time  eight  mil- 
lions  of  property  owned  by  citizens  of  this  Kepublio 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Russia,  whose  domlniona  on  the  Asiatio  coast  oc- 
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cnpy  nearly  the  same  podtion  upon  that  side  which 
<mn  do  on  this,  has  long  been  well  informed  of  the 
great  and  increasing  valne  of  that  commerce ;  and 
while  she  has  been  nowhere  Tisible,  not  even  to  the 
powers  of  Enrope,  only  as  she  has  of  late  taken  part 
in  a  few  memorable  enterprises,  she  has  been  felt 
everywhere.  No  labor,  carci  or  expense  is  avoided 
to  make  tribntaiy  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe ; 
forts,  magazines,  towns,  cities,  and  trade,  seem  to 
arise  on  the  coast  as  if  by  magic ;  with  an  army  of  a 
million  of  men,  she  sits  not  only  in  prond  security  as 
it  regards  Europe,  and  menaces  the  Turk,  the  Pei^ 
sian,  the  Japanese,  and  Chinese,  but  even  the  King 
of  Spain's  dominions  in  North  America  are  equally 
easy  of  access,  and  equally  exposed  to  her  fearful 
weight  of  power.  Her  watchfulness  is  ever  in  ad- 
vance in  discerning  the  most  practicable  avenues  to 
profitable  commerce.  In  the  midst  of  all  her  busy 
arrangements  she  has  not  neglected  the  opportunity 
of  possessing  herself  of  two  important  stations  on  the 
American  shore  of  the  Pacific — ^the  one  at  a  place 
called  New  Archangel,  in  about  69  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  the  other  at  Bodiga  Bay,  in  latitude  38  de- 
grees, 34  minutesL  At  the  former  of  these  military 
positions,  for  the  protection  of  her  commerce,  it  is 
presumed,  she  has  incurred  much  expense,  and  built 
a  fort  of  great  strength,  situated  upon  one  of  the  best 
harbors  on  the  coast,  standing  upon  a  point  of  land 
projecting  into  the  little  bay,  giving  something  of  the 
appearance  of  a  conical  i^and  in  the  centre  of  it ; 
this  fort  is  well  supplied  at  all  times  with  provisions 
and  militaxy  stores,  mounting  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cannon,  carrying  balls  firom  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
pounds  weight.  That  at  Bodiga  is  well  constructed 
and  supplied  with  cannon,  and  has  a  good  harbor ;  at 
this  point  they  have  ammunition  and  merchandise  in 
abundance,  and  find  the  Indian  trade  at  this  post  as 
well  as  New  Archangel  very  considerable ;  besides 
the  fine  condition  of  this  fort  and  its  defences,  they 
have  many  field-pieces,  some  of  brass,  of  the  finest 
construction,  in  good  Older  and  well  mounted. 

All  these  supplies  have  been  conveyed  to  those 
places  through  immense  oceans,  round  Cape  Horn, 
which  would  have  appalled  any  but  Russian  policy 
and  perseverance. 

The  light  articles  destined  for  this  trade  are  trans- 
ported from  St.  Petersburg  in  sledges,  which  will  per- 
form in  three  months  that  which  would  require  two 
tummers  of  water-conveyance  to  efifect ;  their  com- 
munications are  open  to  Kamschatka,  to  Fort  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  by  Okhotsk,  in  the  Pacific, 
where  they  have  the  finest  harbor  in  the  world ;  the 
distance  is  estimated  at  ten  thousand  mile&  The 
nation  which  can  encounter  such  journeys  as  these, 
often  through  seas  of  ice,  and  storms  of  snow  so  terri- 
ble as  to  obscure  an  object  beyond  the  distance  of  a 
few  paces,  to  prosecuto  any  branch  of  commerce, 
must  be  well  and  fully  informed  of  its  value.  That 
the  objects  she  has  in  view  may  not,  by  any  event,  be 
taken  from  her  grasp,  after  encountering  such  vast 
difficulties,  she  has  found  it  expedient  to  occupy  one 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands^  which  not  only  enables  her 
effectually  to  maintain  her  positions,  but  to  command 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  These 
islands,  lying  just  within  the  tropics,  in  the  direct 
course  from  the  lower  coast  of  Nocth  America  to 
Canton,  are  well  supplied  not  only  with  all  the  fruits 
of  that  climate,  but  with  every  vegetable  and  animal 
known  in  this  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  among  other  advan-  I 


tages  which  the  Russian  position  on  the  opposite 
coast  possesses,  is,  that  a  voyage  from  Kamtschatka 
to  Japan  can  be  made  in  an  open  boat,  as  it  is  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  islands  firom  the  Okhotsk  sea  until  ik 
arrives  at  its  place  of  destination. 

Your  committee  are  well  persuaded  ihat,  by  a  lit- 
tle care  and  small  expense,  the  citizens  of  &&  Re- 
public might  reap  all  tiie  benefits  of  this  trade,  not 
only  profitable  now,  but  from  eveir  view  of  the  sub- 
ject there  is  a  strong  probability  that  it  will  increase 
for  many  years. 

Were  an  establishment  made  at  the  mouth  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  should  be  allowed  to  take  wiih  them 
their  women  and  children,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
success,  as  so  many  years'  experience  of  the  English 
fur  companies  have  amply  shown  this  mode  has  the 
most  powerful  effect  in  separating  the  minds  of  the 
men  from  pursuits  which  often  in  firontier  countries 
lead  to  strife,  as  it  gives  them  a  local  interest  and 
feeling,  and  makes  them  even  more  vigilant  and  pm- 
dent  in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  population  could  bo  easily  acquired  from 
China,  by  which  the  arts  of  peace  would  at  once 
acquire  strength  and  influence,  and  make  visible  to 
the  aborigines  the  manner  in  which  their  wants 
could  be  supplied.  The  coast  of  the  Pacific  is,  in  its 
climate,  more  mild  than  any  part  of  the  continent  in 
the  same  parallel,  and  many  vegetables  on  that  shore 
grow  in  great  abundance  in  the  native  forests,  which 
are  likewise  natives  of  China. 

*It  is  known  that  when  the  Spanish  Government,  in 
1789,  sent  their  ships  of  war  up  the  coast  to  captore 
the  British  vessels  which  were  intruding,  they  found 
seventy  Chinese,  whom  the  English  had  procured  to 
emigrate,  that  tiiey  might  be  employed  in  the  me- 
chanic arts;  and,  though  the  people  of  that  countzy 
evince  no  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  territory  of 
a^oining  princes,  it  is  believed  they  would  willingly, 
nay,  gladly,  embrace  the  opportunity  of  a  home  m 
America,  where  they  have  no  prejudices,  no  fears,  no 
restrunt  in  opinion,  labor,  or  religi<Hi. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  an  establishment 
made  on  the  Pacific  would  essentially  benefit  the 
natives,  whilst  it  would  give  this  country  the  advan- 
tage of  all  its  0¥m  treasures,  which  otherwise  must  be 
lost  forever,  or  rather  never  enjoyed ;  and,  firom  all 
that  can  be  ascertained  relative  to  its  present  and  in- 
creasing value,  of  more  profit  to  this  country  than 
the  mines  of  PotosL 

From  the  best  information  which  can  be  had,  it 
appears  that  the  Indian  trade  on  the  Missouri,  below 
the  Mandan  villages,  is  worth  about  $120,0()0,  and 
that  on  the  Mississippi  is  valued  at  $250,000,  making 
the  sum  of  (870,000  annually.  They  have  reflected 
upon  this  trade,  and  that  prosecuted  by  the  whalera 
on  that  coast,  and  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  they  are  the  most  valuable  to  this  na- 
tion, and  demand  its  care  and  attention  in  a  high 
degree.  This  trade,  unlike  any  other,  originates  its 
own  capital,  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  bring  into  the 
United  States  $870,000  every  year,  where  not  one 
dollar  previously  existed,  and  adds  that  much  to  the 
wealth  of  the  community  as  decidedly  as  though  it 
had  been  fished  firom  the  bottom  of  the  rivers  in  gold 
and  sUver,  as  it  is  in  the  market  of  China,  or  any 
other  market,  capable  of  purchasing  as  much ;  and 
if,  with  that  amount  in  furs,  a  vessel  should  sail  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to  Canton,  which  is  a 
voyage  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  days,  she  would  re- 
turn with  that  in  exchange  which  would  sell  tor  per- 
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Imps  doable  diat  amount,  thereby  contribntuog  to  the 
eomfbrt,  ezgoyment,  and  accommodation  of  the  com- 
Bxamtjy  $740,000,  which  is  the  resnlt  not  of  a  profit- 
able Tojafle,  bat  a  creative  trade. 

It  u  beueyed  that  a  shipment  of  tobacco,  flonr,  or 
eotton,  bears  no  comparison,  in  point  of  profit,  with 
this,  as  they  are  properly  the  rongh  mannfactnres  of 
tfie  oonntry,  and  the  result  of  'considerahle  capital, 
and  the  cai^  brought  back  in  return  for  them,  in 
European  or  other  fabrics,  is  only  an  increased  value 
they  receive  by  being  exported  and  returned  to  us  in 
that  shape,  flenoe,  the  exportation  of  $870,000 
worth  of  tobacco  or  cotton,  should  it  return  to  us 
$740,000  in  European  silk  and  cloth,  is  still  the  orig- 
inal cargo  of  tobacco  or  cotton,  as  nothing  but  these 
have  been  paid  for  them ;  but,  in  the  first  instance, 
he  who  manu&ctures  either  the  tobacco^  flour,  or  cot- 
ton, is  compelled  to  take  into  consideration  the  capi- 
tal employed,  and  then  the  balance  is  his  gun ;  but 
in  the  fur  trade  and  the  whale  fisheries^  there  is  in 
&e  one  little  capital,  in  the  other  none. 

Under  the  strongest  belief  that  by  a  new  oiganiza- 
tkn  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  comprehending 
a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  River,  great  benefits 
would  result  to  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  whilst 
the  aborigines  would  be  better  protected  and  provided 
for  by  instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  minor 
bnnchea  of  the  mechanic  arts,  the  committee  ask 
kave  to  report  a  bilL 


Moin>AY,  January  29. 

Nceoal  Peace  Estahluihment. 

Kr.  Babbottb,''  from  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
Afairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  11th  in- 
itiDt,  to  ioquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  limiting 
\fj  law  the  nmnber  of  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  hoys,  to  be  annnally  employed  in  the 
servioe  of  the  United  States,  and  also  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  number  now  actu- 
ally in  service,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  8d  of 
Maiefa,  1801,  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed 
bf  law,  providing  the  number  of  ships  which  should 
lie  kept  in  constant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
the  neadae  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinaiy,  with  a  sail- 
iBg'^nmster,  certain  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
nses attached  to  each  vessel  thus  laid  up ;  authoriz- 
ii^  the  President  to  officer  and  man  the  vessels  to  be 
fBtained  in  actual  service,  as  he  might  direct,  limit- 
ing him,  however,  to  two-thirds  of  the  then  present 
eooi^emeiit  of  seamen  and  ordinaiy  seamen,  (by 
whieh  the  committee  understand  the  two-thirds  of 
the  tiben  full  crews  of  the  ships  retained,)  limiting  the 
■amber  of  captains,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen^  to 
be  retained  in  the  navy  service  in  time  of  peace,  and 
atfaozizing  the  President  to  dischaige  all  the  other 
oficeis  in  the  navy  service  of  the  United  States. 
that,  by  another  act  of  Congress,  i^roved  April 
21st,  1806,  the  President  was  authorued  to  keep  in 
•ctnal  servioe,  in  time  of  peace,  as  many  of  the  firig- 
sEes  and  other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as, 
ia  his  judgment,  the  nature  of  the  service  might  re- 
qoiR,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be  laid  up  in  ordi- 
asiy  in  ooDvenient  ports;  and  the  President  was 
ttdioriaed  to  officer  uid  man  the  public  armed  tes- 
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sels  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace  as  he  mi^ht 
direct ;  but  the  act  just  referred  to  limited  the  number 
of  captains,  masters  commandant,  lieutenants  and 
midshipmen ;  it  limited,  too,  the  number  of  able  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  to  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  authorised  the  President  to  k^ 
point,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  offi- 
cers of  the  grades  therein  mentioned  as  might,  in  hb 
opinion,  be  necessaiy  and  proper.  That,  by  another 
act  approved  Mardi  8d,  1807,  the  President  was 
authorized,  in  addition  to  the  tiien  present  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  to  employ  a  number  of  able 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred,  should  the  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
vice require  it.  That,  by  another  act,  approved 
January  31st,  1809,  it  ytM  provided  that,  in  addition 
to  the  firigates  then  employed  in  actual  service,  there 
should  be  fitted  out,  officered,  and  manned,  four  other 
firigates  by  name;  and  that  the  President  might 
equip,  mai^  and  employ,  in  actual  service,  as  many 
of  the  public  armed  vessels,  then  laid  up  in  ordinary, 
and  gunboats,  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  servioe 
might  require ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  into  effect,  the  President 
was  authorized,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  petty 
officers,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
then  authorized  by  law,  to  appoint,  and  cause  to  be 
employed,  three  hxmdred  mid^pmen,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
to  be  engaged  to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  but  subject  to  be  sooner  discharged.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  June  28th,  1809,  the  Presi- 
dent  was  authorized,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable 
change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country,  to 
cause  to  be  discharged  firom  actual  service,  and  laid 
up  in  ordinaiy,  such  of  the  frigates  and  public  armed 
vessels  as,  in  his  judgment,  a  due  regard  to  the  pub' 
lie  security  and  interest  would  permit.  That,  by 
another  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  dOth,  1812, 
the  President  was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  inmiedi- 
ately  repaired,  equipped,  and  put  into  actual  servioe, 
three  frigates  by  name ;  and  it  was  provided,  that 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy  might  be  in- 
creased so  far  as  was  necessaiy  to  officer,  man,  and 
equip,  the  vessels  so  to  be  put  into  service.  That, 
by  another  act  of  Congress,  passed  Januaiy  2d,  1818, 
it  was  provided,  that  the  President  shoidd  cause  to 
be  buil^  equipped,  and  employed,  four  ships,  to  rate 
not  less  than  seventy-four  guns,  and  six  to  rate  forty* 
four  guns  each ;  and  the  number  of  oommissbned 
and  warrant  officers,  petty  officers,  able  seamen,  or- 
dinary seamen,  and  boys,  to  be  employed  on  board 
each  of  the  said  ships  of  seventy-four  guns,  was  fixed 
by  the  act ;  the  crew,  so  far  as  it  consisted  of  seamen 
and  boys,  was  limited  to  two  hundred  able  seamen, 
and  three  hundred  ordinary  seamen  and  boys.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  March  Sd,  1818,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  have  built,  manned,  equipped, 
and  commissioned,  for  service,  six  sloops  of  war,  and, 
also,  to  have  built  or  procured,  as  many  sloops,  to  be 
employed  on  the  lakes,  as  the  public  service  might 
require ;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  last-men- 
tioned act,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint 
such  officers,  and  to  employ  snob  number  of  seamen, 
as  might  be  necessary  for  such  vessels  as  were  anther- 
izcd  by  law  to  be  put  in  commission,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to  ^ve  to 
the  House  a  brief  view  of  the  progress  of  l^sislation 
in  relation  to  tins  sulgeot,  and  they  believe  ue  fore- 


82 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Naieal  Peace  Establishmmt, 


[Jamuabt,  1821. 


going  sketch  snbstantiallf  to  present  it.  Upon  a 
reference  to  the  various  acts  of  Congress  before  re- 
ferred to,  it  will  be  found  that,  both  in  the  years 
1801  and  1806,  there  was  a  Naval  Peace  Establish* 
ment  fixed  by  law,  limiting  not  only  the  number  of 
seamen  and  boys,  bat  of  officers  also.  It  will  be 
found,  too,  as  your  committee  believe,  by  reference 
to  dates  compared  with  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  indeed  to  the  language  of  some  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  themselves,  mat  the  subsequent  provisions, 
in  relation  to  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  had  reference  directly  to  what  either  then 
was  or  probably  soon  would  be,  the  relation  of  the 
country  to  foreign  Governments ;  in  short,  that  they 
looked  directly  to  a  state  either  of  actual  or  probable 
war. 

Your  committee  understand  the  resolution  referred 
to  them  to  relate  to  the  number  of  seamen  and  boys 
necessary  to  be  employed  in  time  of  peace,  and 
whether  that  shall  be  fixed  by  law.  In  the  present 
state  of  things  the  only  limitation  upon  the  number 
of  seamen  is  to  be  found  in  the  appropriation  bill, 
which,  in  efiect,  annually  limits  the  number  to  be 
employed  by  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  annu- 
ally made  for  that  object.  Your  committee  believe, 
that  the  proper  office  of  the  appropriation  bill,  is,  as 
ftff  as  practicable,  to  provide  means  for  objects  au- 
thorized by  existing  laws ;  there  are,  indeed,  cases 
which,  on  account  of  the  contingent  or  uncertain 
character  of  the  expenditure,  constitute  exceptions  to 
this  rule ;  but,  in  general,  the  rule  is  considered  as  a 
sound  one. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark  that,  in  in- 
▼estigatiDg  this  subject,  they  have  extended  their  in- 

r*  ies  beyond  the  mere  scope  of  the  resolution,  into 
propriety  of  fixing  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment, 
embracing  as  well  the  number  of  officers  as  ships  to 
be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  they  beg  leave  shortly  to  submit  some  of 
their  reasons  for  thinking  that  there  should  be  a  Peace 
Establishment  in  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army. 
Although,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
die  President  is  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  yet  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  "  raise  and  sup- 
port "  ike  one,  and  to  *'  provide  and  maintain'*  the 
other;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  implies 
that  of  determining  the  quantum ;  a  question  the  de- 
oiaion  of  which  ought  not  to  be  left,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  to  the  Executive  Department,  and 
yet,  in  practice,  it  is  in  effisct  left  to  Executive  de- 
dsion ;  for,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  there  being 
no  permanent  kw  in  force  limiting  the  number  of 
officers,  ships,  or  men,  to  be  kept  in  service,  the  only 
limitation  is  in  the  amount  of  appropriation;  and 
your  committee  believe  that  in  practice  the  amount 
of  the  estimates  has  generally  been  appropriated, 
without  discussion  in  Congress  as  to  the  necessity  of 
them.  Whatever  oonfidenoe  we  may  have  in  the 
Executive,  it  seems  not  to  be  right,  in  principle,  to 
leave  to  its  discretion,  in  effect,  the  decision  of  a  ques- 
.tion  which  belongs  to  the  Le^slatur& 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  Grreat  Britain, 
though  the  number  of  seamen  is  not  fixed  by  a  per- 
manent law,  yet  it  is  settled  by  the  annual  vote  of 
Parliament  If  there  were  probable  danger  of  war, 
or  difficulty  in  our  foreign  relations,  it  might  not  be 
inexpedient  to  fix  the  number  of  seamen  by  a  per- 
manent law,  but,  in  the  present  circumstaaoes  of  the 
country,  it  seems  to  your  committee  it  may  be  done. 
It  will  be  remembered  it  is  a  Peace  Establishment 


which  is  contemplated;  when  war  shall  come,  or 
even  upon  its  probable  approach,  both  the  Army  and 
Navy  will  doubtless  be  placed  upon  a  footing  suited 
to  the  then  altered  state  of  the  country. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark,  that  an  ad- 
ditional reason  with  them  for  inclining  to  a  Peace 
Establishment,  is  to  fix  the  number  of  officers  who, 
they  believe,  in  many  grades,  are  too  numerous^ 
and  yet  for  all  whom,  unless  their  numbor  shall 
be  Induced  by  law,  an  impropriation  must  be 
made. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  this  is  a  difficult 
and  delicate  subject ;  the  officers  of  the  Navy  in  the 
recent  war  not  only  distinguished  themselves,  but,  by 
breaking  the  charm  of  invincibility  belonging  to  the 
British  Navy,  contributed  much  both  to  our  glory 
and  our  solid  strength  as  a  nation.    The  committee 
are  also  aware  that  many  of  them  have  devoted  some 
of  their  best  years  to  their  profession ;  yet,  if  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  requires  a  reduction,  painful  as 
the  duty  is,  it  is  one  which  ought  to  be  performed. 
In  relation  to  the  number  of  sUps  to  be  retained  in 
service,  the  reasons  which  would  prove  the  propriety 
of  fixing  the  number  of  seamen,  would  apply  wim 
full  force  to  them ;  indeed,  it  is  another  state  of  the 
same  question,  in  substance,  since,  if  the  number  of 
seamen  be  fixed,  no  more  vessels  will  be  employed 
than  they  can  man ;  and  the  fixing  a  certain  maxi- 
mum of  seamen  is  considered  a  more  judicious  course 
than  to  fix  the  number  of  ships,  inasmuch  as  the 
President  will  then  be  left  at  liberty  to  use  such 
classes  of  vessels  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  best 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  service ;  the  aggregate 
of  the  guns,  however,  being  limited  by  the  number 
of  men  allowed  to  man  them. 

Your  committee  have  said,  that  they  consider  the 
officers  of  many  of  the  grades  as  too  numerous ; 
they  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  their 
opinion.  They  have  not  for  a  moment  entertained 
the  idea  of  paring  down  the  officers  of  the  Navy  to 
any  thing  like  a  mere  sufficiency  to  officer  the  ships 
to  be  actually  retained  in  service  in  time  of  peace ; 
it  is  obviously  impossible,  upon  this  snlgect,  to  select 
any  given  number,  and  diow  that  it  is  precisely  the 
right  one ;  some  reasonable  rule  must  be  adopted. 

Your  committee  have  acted  upon  the  principle 
that»  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mere  number  of 
officers  necessary  for  the  vessels  in  actual  service  is 
not  sufficient,  with  a  view  to  the  future  progress  and 
prosperity  of  the  Navy,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question  to  employ,  in  time  of 
peace,  as  many  as  would  officer  our  whole  Navy, 
built  and  to  be  built,  in  time  of  war.  They  have, 
therefore,  selected  what  they  consider  a  medium  be- 
tween these  extremes ;  it  appears,  by  the  Naval  Reg- 
ister of  1821,  that  the  total  number  of  guns  of  our 
ships,  which  are  built,  equipped,  and  launched, 
(which  description  includes  the  three  line-of-battle 
ships  Ohio,  North  Carolina,  and  Delaware,  which 
are  believed  not  to  be  equipped,)  amounts  to  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  of  all  classes  of  vessels^ 
gunboats  included. 

Your  committee  have  thought  that,  if  we  retuned 
in  service  in  time  of  peace  a  sufficient  number  of 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  to  ofiioer  all  thoee 
upon  the  War  Establishment,  it  would  afford  a  liberal 
Peace  Establishment.  Bringing  the  number  of  offi- 
cers to  this  standard,  the  committee  find  ^at  there 
are  various  ranks  in  which  the  present  number  con- 
siderably exceeds  that  which  would  be  required  b/ 
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Ae  nile  jnat  stated  ;  they  will  descend  to  particulars 
in  a  &w  grades,  in  which  the  excess  is  relatively 
Bost  oonaiderable ;  thna,  upon  this  scale,  there  is  an 
eioeflB  of  fifteen  post  captains ;  of  twenty  masters 
eomnuuidaitt ;  of  seventy  lieutenants;  of  twenty- 
seven  snigeons ;  of  more  than  forty  sailing-masters. 
nere  are,  periiaps,  two  or  three  gndes  in  which  an 
aSowaDoe  of  a  few  more  than  even  this  scale  would 
podooe,  might  be  judicious ;  amongst  them,  proba- 
fay,  might  be  placed  the  midshipmen,  who  may  be 
considered  as  constituting  the  nursery  of  the  future 
eanunanders  of  our  ships;  this,  however,  would  only 
vaiy  the  result  in  an  inconsiderable  degree.  The 
committee  forbear  to  go  into  further  detail  upon  this 
sohieet,  because,  if  the  House  should  adopt  the  prin> 
dpk,  the  detail  could  be  presented  in  a  bill. 

As  to  the  seamen,  if  it  should  be  decided  to  fix 
die  onmber  by  law,  the  resolution  then  directs  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
fin  number  now  in  actual  service.  Upon  this  subject 
fiia  committee  would  remark,  that  it  will  be  seen, 
by  adverting  to  a  letter  firom  the  Navy  Department, 
under  date  of  the  11th  December,  1820,  amongst  the 
printed  documents,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  ves* 
ieb  of  war  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
amoonts  to  about  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  guns, 
distribated  as  ia  mentioned  in  the  same  letter.  Your 
committee  indine  to  the  opinion,  that  the  following 
J^^ii^mti^tn  of  that  force  may  be  made  without  iojuxy 
to  the  public  service,  viz :  instead  of  corvettes  and  a 
skiop  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  whose  object  is  the  sup- 
picaaon  of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade,  three  of  the 
scfaooocTB  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  lost  session 
would  be  sufficient,  making  a  deduction  of  84  guns ; 
instead  of  a  86  eun  frigate  in  the  Indian  Seas,  the 
corvette  Cjane  of  28  would  be  sufficient,  making  a 
^■Auprimi  of  eight.  If  to  these  deductions  be  added 
tfe  Ibroe  of  die  Macedonian  and  Ontario,  of  which 
die  one  is  returning  after  being  replaced  by  the  Con- 
stellation, and  the  other  is  proceeding  to  take  the 
plsee  of  the  Peacock,  amounting  together  to  54  guns, 
Ihe  whole  force  which  would  remain  after  these  de- 
dDctiona  from  that  now  in  service,  would  be  239 
guns  ;  but  suppose  an  additional  number  of  86  guna 
to  be  inchided  for  any  contingont  service,  such,  for 
aample,  as  the  replacing  of  a  vessel  returning  from 
a  cruise,  then  the  whole  force  which,  according  to 
Ae  views  before  presented,  would  be  necessary,  would 
be  275  guns :  to  man  this  forco  upon  a  War  Estab- 
is*"*^-**^  if  the  committee  have  not  erred  in  calcula- 
fion,  would  require  866  able  seamen,  802  ordinajy 
and  196  boys ;  to  this  add,  aecording  to  a 
of  the  last  session,  for  the  ships  in  ordinary, 
yarda,  and  navy  stations,  287  able  seamen,  814 
•dmaiy  seamen,  and  67  boys ;  and  the  aggregate  is 
tf  aUe  seamen  1,143,  of  ordinary  seamen  1,116,  and 
«f  boya  262 ;  total  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
Md  boyi,  2,521.  The  estimato  On>m  the  Navy  D&- 
fartment  for  the  service  of  the  year  1821,  embraces 
1,322  able  eeamen,  1,807  ordinary  seamen,  and  293 
bop ;  making  an  aggregate  of  2,932 ;  from  which 
it  would  seem  that,  if  ue  force  suggested  by  the 
eoamxttee  be  retained  in  service,  there  might  be  a 
ledoction  of  about  411,  viz :  187  able  seamen,  191 
m&mry  seamen,  and  31  boysL 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
bsg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 


Bemhed,    That  a   Naval   Peace    Establishment 
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Missouri — Resolution  from  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  for  admittiag  Missonri  into  the  Union, 
with  a  ea/ceat  against  the  provision,  if  there  be 
any,  which  conflicts  with  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  stnke  ont  the  pro- 
viso (or  caceat)  from  the  resolution,  but  waived 
his  motion  for  the  present,  to  accommodate  Mr. 
Clat,  who  wished  to  address  the  oommittee  on 
the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Clat  then  delivered  his  sentiments  at 
large  on  the  present  state  of  this  question.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
and  should  vote  for  the  resolution,  even  though 
more  emphatically  restricted  against  any  sup- 
posed repugnance  of  one  of  its  provisions  to  a 
provision  of  the  Ck>nstitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  existence  of  which,  however,  he  did 
not  by  any  means  admit. 

When  Mr.  Olat  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Randolph  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  and  spoke  fw  about  fifteen 
minutes  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  LowKDEs  deprecated  the  motion,  as  go- 
ing to  present  to  the  House  the  naked  question 
which  it  had  already  decided  in  the  negative, 
and  as  preventing  a  decision  upon  the  proposi- 
tion as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Babboub  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion ;  himself  regard* 
ing  the  proviso  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  but 
willing  to  retain  it  to  gratify  gentlemen  who 
were  of  a  different  opinion. 

Mr.  Sergeant  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order,  this  proviso  being  stricken  out,  to 
move  to  introduce  a  different  one. 

The  Chatrman  decided  that  it  would. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  82  to 
54.    So  the  proviso  was  retuned. 

Mr.  Stevens  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  &e  resolution. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  another  proviso,  that  it  be  taken  as 
a  fundamental  condition  on  which  said  State  is 
admitted  into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the 
constitution  as  requires  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  to  prevent  the  migration  of  the  free  people 
of  color  thither,  shall  be  expunged  from  the 
constitution  of  the  State  within  two  years  from 
this  time,  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  amendinig^ 
the  constitution.  (This  would  admit  Missouri 
into  the  Union  forthwith  on  the  oondition 
stated.] 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  question  be  taken  on  this  resolution, 
with  a  certaiu  prospect  of  its  rejection,  without 
making  one  effort  for  an  amicable  settlement  of 
this  distracting  question.  I  have,  therefore, 
said  he,  risen  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution — ^not  with  the 
vain  hope  that  this  particular  amendment  will 
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be  adopted,  but  witb  a  sincere  desire  (if  I  know 
mj  own  hejEirt)  to  afford  to  gentlemen  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  such  modifications  of  the 
amendment  as  will  unite  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  this  committee,  who  appear  to  be  desirous 
of  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union  npon 
terms  which  will  not  oompromit  principle. 

It  is  due  from  me,  ^d  the  committee  will 
expect,  a  candid  and  plain  statement  Of  my 
views  of  the  efBect  which  will  be  produced  by 
its  adoption.  The  msgority  of  this  House  have 
already  decided  that  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri does  not  contain  a  provision  which,  in 
their  opinion,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitntion 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  not  been  proposed 
by  any  gentleman  to  revive  the  question  of  re- 
striction, BO  much  agitated  at  the  last  session ; 
and  it  may  be  presumed  no  such  intention  exists. 
This  amendment  proposes  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  upon  a  certain  condition. 
The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Union,  furnishes  a  precedent  for  the  course  now 
proposed.  The  condition  proposes  that  Missou- 
ri shall  expunge  the  offensive  article  from  her 
constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  by  her 
constitution  for  its  amendment,  and  give  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  amendment,  without  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  calling  a  convention  for 
the  purpose. 

yLr,  Baldwin  having  expressed  his  intention 
to  vote  for  this  proposition — 

Mr.  Olat  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  words  to  tills  effect :  ^'  so  far  as  the 
same  (the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution) 
tends  to  deprive  citizens  of  each  State  of  the 
privileges  and  inmiunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States."  This  motion,  however,  he 
subsequently  withdrew. 

It  being  suggested,  that  other  gentlemen  had 
amendments  wnich  tliey  wished  to  propose,  and 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  all  presented 
to-day,  so  as  to  be  examined  and  compared — 

Mr.  Sbbgbant  rose,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  question  he  had  put,  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  say  that  he  had  not ; 
that  he  should  vote  for  every  amendment  which 
should  bring  the  resolution  nearer  to  what  he 
wished,  but  with  a  dear  determination,  for 
which  ne  would  hereafter  assign  his  reasons,  to 
vote  against  the  resolution,  however  amended. 

Soon  after  this,  the  committee  rose,  without 
coming  to  any  decision;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  January  80. 

Mis80uH—Ee9olution/r<mi  the  Senate, 

The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was 
resumed — the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  being  under 
consideration;  which  motion  is  to  stnke  out 
the  proviso  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  in 
Ueu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 


Provided^  That  it  shall  be  taken  m  a  fundamental 
condition,  npon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
in  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  26th  section  of  the 
8d  article  of  the  oonstitution  which  has  been  sab- 
mitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  General  Assembly  "  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mnlattoes  fVom  coming  to^  or  settling  in,  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,*'  shall  be  ex- 
punged, within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
lesoTntion,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  constita- 
tion. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  as 
follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  B.,  to 
revive  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  restric- 
tion, as  it  has  been  called,  which  was  very  elab- 
orately argued  and  determined  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, nor  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  further 
debate  upon  the  several  questions,  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which 
have  been  thoroughly  investigated  during  the 
present  session.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  and  I  fear  the  patience  of 
the  people  we  represent  is  much  fatigued,  if  not 
exhausted,  by  the  numerous  editions  of  the 
same  arguments  which  have  been  delivered 
upon  the  subject  now  under  consideration. 
But,  sir,  as  the  subject  comes  from  the  Senate 
in  a  new  shape,  ^d  as  I  seldom  trouble  the 
House  on  any  occasion,  I  shall  be  permitted 
briefly  to  assign  the  reasons  which  will  govern 
my  vote  on  ^is  question  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Sir,  the  resolution  under  consideration,  if 
possible,  is  more  exceptionable  than  that  which 
was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House^ 
and  rejected.  Those  who  doubted  whether  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  con- 
travened the  Federal  Constitution,  might  sup- 
Eort  the  former  resolution,  but  cannot,  1  appre- 
end,  agree  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
now  before  ^e  committee ;  because  it  admits 
and  avoids  the  very  point  or  matter  in  contro- 
versy. Sir,  if  you  pass  this  resolution,  yon 
prodaim  to  the  world  a  disregard  of  the  sacred 
obhgations  imposed  by  the  constitution  of  your 
country.  The  language  of  the  resolution  im- 
plies your  right  to  examine  and  judge  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  and,  also,  that  it  is,  or 
at  least  may  be,  repugnant  to*  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  waives  the  solemn 
obligation  of  supporting  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. 

Sir,  if  we  must  receive  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  under  her  present  form  of  government, 
I  hope  we  shall  not,  by  the  admission,  convict 
ourselves  of  a  breach  of  the  constitution,  and 
fix  the  mark  of  the  beast  upon  our  foreheads. 
The  guilt  of  sinning  against  the  constitution  of 
our  country,  is  not  concealed  by  the  magical 
proviso  in  the  resolution,  nor  does  it  obviate  in 
any  degree  the  objection,  or  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  you  complain.  By  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  been 
throughout  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
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the  Union,  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Oonnec- 
tknt  (Mr.  Stbyxxb)  said,  a  perfect  monarchy, 
yoQ  might  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  pro- 
testing  against  the  form  of  her  gOYernment^  or 
90  mnch  as  might  be  supposed  anti-republican 
in  its  features.  Sir,  I  protest  against  this  mode 
of  legislating,  by  exclusions  of  conclusions,  as 
it  has  been  called  by  some  learned  doctors  in 
politics,  whereby  the  rights  of  citizens  may  be 
sacrifioed,  and  the  Oonstitution  of  the  Union 
SQspended. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
said,  admitting  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  MjsBouri,  respecting  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes,  to  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  could  not  be  an  objec- 
tion to  her  admission. into  the  Union;  because 
the  legblators  of  Missouri  would  be  bound  by 
an  oath  to  support  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  would  be  paramount  to  the  oath  to  sup- 
port their  State  constitution,  and  of  course 
would  never  make  any  enactment  pursuant  to 
that  daose.  Besides,  he  said,  if  they  did  enact 
any  law  in  pursuance  of  that  clause  in  their 
constitatton,  it  would  be  declared  void  by 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir, 
though  I  admired  the  eloquence,  the  candor, 
and  love  of  country,  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  I  was 
not  convinced  by  his  argument. 

The  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the 
legislators  of  Missouri,  are  under  a  sacred  obli- 
gation to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing 
Missouri  to  form  a  oonstitution  provides,  in  or- 
d^  to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  her 
oofDstitation  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But,  without  this  provision  in  the  act,  it  is  as 
mndi  the  duty  of  Congress  to  examine  her 
form  of  government,  and  determine  whether  it 
is  compatible  with  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  Gtovemment,  as  it  is  to  consider  the 
tune  question  on  the  passage  of  any  law.  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  cannot  absolve  itself  from  this  sacred 
obligation  by  leaving  it  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  But,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  I 
would  not  turn  this  question  ever  to  the  ludi- 
dny  sooner  than  I  would  pass  a  law  without 
inquiring  whether  it  was  within  the  constitu- 
tional  powers  of  Congress,  and  trust  wholly  to 
the  courts.  Sur,  would  you  admit  a  new  State 
vnder  a  constitution  giving  its  legiafeture  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  to 
raise  armies  and  declare  war,  and  trust  to  the 
jodidal  authority  of  the  United  States  to  vacate 
the  laws  which  might  grow  out  of  such  powers, 
lad  to  keep  the  administration  of  such  State 
government  within  the  pale  of  your  Federal 
eoustitntion  ? 

If  the  judiciary  could  remedy  all  the  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  constitution  of 
lOasouri,  I  am  not  disposed  to  n^ect  my  duty, 
•ad  disi^iard  the  rights  which  are  guaranteed 
•Yen  to  the  black  man.    The  rights  of  the  col- 


ored citizens,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  by 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  |)usti8) 
that  there  are  many  such  in  the  Northern 
States,  are  as  sacred  as  those  of  the  white  citi- 
zens. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
said,  that  a  limitation  or  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  be 
imposed,  by  adding  to  the  resolution  under 
consideration  a  provision,  that  no  law  should 
be  enacted  under  the  clause  in  question,  to  af- 
fect the  rights  of  citizens  of  other  States.  But, 
sir,  that  gentleman  must  be  aware  that  such  a 
provision,  though  it  be  made  a  fundamental 
consideration  of  the  administration,  can  have 
no  force  or  effect  agmnst  her  will.  No  act  of 
Congress  can  quaSfy  or  make  void  any  article 
of  her  constitution  after  or  at  the  time  of  her 
admission.  Such  a  provision  is  no  more  than 
a  naked  proposition,  which  Missouri  will  be  at 
liberty  to  accept  or  reject,  and  without  her  as- 
sent would  be  inoperative  and  futile. 

Sir,  though  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  termi- 
nate the  discussion,  and  settle  the  question  at 
the  present  session,  I  cannot  adopt  such  a  pro- 
vision, and  trust  to  Missouri  to  expunge  the 
offensive  clause  in  her  constitution. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr. 
LoiTNDES  and  Mr.  Foot,  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Foot  observed  he  was  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  applying  his  remarks  to  him.  He 
appealed  to  that  gentleman,  or  any  member  of 
this  House,  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in 
which  any  proposition  made  by  him  was  de- 
signed or  calculated,  either  to  embarrass  any 
subject  or  involve  the  House  in  difficulty,  as 
suggested  by  the  gentleman.  He  had  uniformly 
opposed  anv  attempt  to  effect  an  object  by  in- 
du'ect  legislation  or  by  stratagem.  He  consid- 
ered that  the  correct  course  in  legislation  was  to 
meet  every  subject  in  an  open,  &ir,  and  direct 
way,  and  he  would  never  shrink  from  respon- 
sibUity ;  and  he  assured  the  gentleman  his  object 
in  proposing  the  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
in  preference  to  making  it  a  distinct  proposition, 
was,  that  he  considered  this  the  most  regular 
course  which  could  be  adopted,  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, most  likely  to  effect  the  object  which  seem- 
ed to  be  wished  by  a  great  mfijority  of  the 
House. 

With  these  impressions  he  could  not  consent 
to  withdraw  the  proposed  amendment,  nor  for 
a  moment  abandon  the  hope  that  on  this,  as  a 
basis,  the  propositions  of  gentlemen  might,  by 
affording,  an  opportunity  for  a  free  interchange 
of  opinions,  eventuate  in  the  adoption  of  some 
amendment  to  the  resolution  by  a  large  miyority 
of  this  House,  by  which  Missouri  might,  during 
the  present  session,  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
and,  as  the  difference  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  question  seemed  not  insurmountable,  since 
gentlemen  had  distincUy  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion to  revive  the  question  of  restriction,  he 
could  not  but  cherish  the  hope  that  confidenoe 
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and  harmony  would  soon  be  restored  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  and  through  the  Union. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks^ 
moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Foot's  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  latter,  after 
the  word  '*  Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

''And  to  be  of  perpetaal  obligation  on  the  eaid 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  e^er  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State  impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, or  immnnities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States, 
by  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States :  And  provided^ 
further^  That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the  con- 
stitution already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State,  shall, 
as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent  of 
Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent  by  a 
public  act  to  die  said  condition  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested 
copy  of  such  act,  by  the  first  day  of  the  said  session." 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings, 
and  opposing  his  voice  to  the  assumption  of 
enormous  powers  by  this  House;  powers  so 
great  that  the  oldest  statesmen,  a  few  little 
years  ago,  would  have  trembled  to  assert.  You 
have  made  deep  inroads  into  the  constitution, 
and  if  you  now  assume  the  power  to  legislate 
over  a  new  State,  I  know  not  how  soon  you  jvUl 
exercise  it  over  others ;  and  I,  as  a  Representa- 
tive from  an  old  State,  can  never  consent  to 
such  usurpations.  - 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  could 
vote  for  neither  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  K068  stated  the  reasons  of  his  opposition 
to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  in  any  shape 
it  was  likely  to  assume. 

Mr.  Habdin,  in  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
question  settled,  was  willing  to  agree  to  both 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Rhba,  after  making  some  remarks,  moved 
the  committee  should  rise,  with  a  view  to  de- 
manding the  previous  question,  which  would 
preclude  dl  debate  and  amendment,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  naked  and  direct  question  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OiAT  earnestly  opposed  this  course,  as 
going  to  close  the  door  on  the  spirit  of  accom- 
modation. 

Tbe^motion  for  tlie  committee  to  rise  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  after  an  earnest  appeal  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  to  bring  to  the  future  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  minds  prepared  to  harmonize, 
and  forever  settle  this  distracting  question  to 
mutual  satia&ction,  and  expressing  his  desire 
more  fully  to  examine  Mr.  Stobbs^s  proposition, 
to  see  whether  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
to  it,  as  he  wished  to  do,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee now  rise,  in  order  to  have  the  several 
propositions  for  amendment  printed. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  gave  notice  he  should  again 
call  up  the  subject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  it  deferred  until  Friday 
next,  to  give  more  time. 


Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  compromise  with  his 
friend  for  Thursday.  He  did  not  like  the  idea 
of  taking  up  this  question  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  he  proposed,  at  a  future 
day,  to  offer  the  following  amendment,  which 
he  now  read,  to  follow  the  word  "  Union :" 

*'That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  ICssonii 
shall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities secured  to  the  cifizens  of  each  State,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
as  well  as  the  others. 


Thttbsday,  February  1, 
Missouri — Resolution  from  the  SeruUe, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  then  again 
resolved  iteelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  animated  debate, 
and  interestii^g  proceedings. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  and,  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  fol* 
lowing : 

"  Provided^  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  frindamental 
condition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  twenty-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  which  has 
been  submitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  *  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling 
in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,'  shall  be 
expunged  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  by  the  C^neral  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  oonstita- 
tion.** 

Mr.  Stobbs  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the 
word  "  Union,''  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting 
the  following : 

« And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  bj 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State,  impairipg  or  contravening  the  rights,  privi* 
leges,  or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  A.nd  pro^ 
vtded,  further,  That  the  Legislature  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Ifissouri  as  a  State, 
shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent, 
by  a  public  act,  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an 
attested  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  said 
session." 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs 
was  negatived — 80  votes  to  61. 

Mr.  Haokley  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
Mr.  Foot's  amendment,  after  the  word  *'  Union,'* 
and  insert.,  in  lieu  thereof^  the  following  : 

"And  to  be  of  pexpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resdution  is  passed  hy 
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Coi^greM,)  tfaftt  no  Uw  Bhall  ever  be  enacted  hj  the 
Md  Sute,  to  prayent  sach  free  negroes  or  mnlattoeB 
from  entering  into,  and  settling  in,  said  State,  as  may 
be  citizens  of  anj  of  the  States  of  the  Union :  And 
pnrided,  further^  That  the  Legislature,  acting  nnder 
die  constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a 
State,  shaD,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the 
eODsent  of  Omgress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their 
asKDt,  by  a  public  act,  to  the  said  condition,  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Con- 
gieai  an  attested  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  ^ 
the  said  8088100." 

After  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Haoklby 
VB8  negatived— 70  to  66. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  amendment  pre- 
▼ionaly  saggested  by  him,  viz :  to  strike  out  so 
much  of  Mr.  Foot^b  amendment  as  follows  the 
vord  *^  Union,"  and  insert,  in  lien  thereof  the 
fbUowing: 

"That  the  Le^lature  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
diall  pass  no  law  mipairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
mties  aecnred  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  ^  Constitution  of  the  United  States.* 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived — 74 
TOtesto  65. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Foot's 
motion  to  amend  as  above,  and  decided  in  the 
iMffative  by  a  large  migority. 

Mr.  McLakx  then  moved  his  amendment,  as 
stated ;  and  then,  after  having  previously  several 
times  refnsed  to  rise,  a  motion  to  that  effect  pre- 
vailed, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbzdat,  February  2. 

Report  on  Gold  Coin. 

Mr.  WHTncAif,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing the  relative  value  of  the  gold  hereafter  to  be 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bUL  The 
r^rt  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
Ae  expedlexicy  of  increasing  the  relative  value  of 
gold  hereafter  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  have  attended 
to  tiiat  subject,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report, 
fiat  they  an  of  opinion  the  value  of  American  gold, 
eoDpared  with  silver,  ought  to  be  somewhat  higher 
Ikan  by  law  at  present  established.  On  inquiiy,  3iey 
find,  ^at  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and  of  the  United 
States^  have,  in  a  great  measure,  disappeared ;  and, 
hook  die  best  calcnlation  that  can  be  made,  there  is 
icaaon  to  apprehend  they  will  be  wholly  banished 
from  circulation,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
BvpriBa,  under  our  present  regulations,  that  this 
Mild  be  the  case. 

There  remains  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  gold 
eoins  of  the  United  States  are,  by  our  law^  rated  at  a 
vihK  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  coun^,  iu  com- 
psrison  with  that  of  silver.  This  occasions  the  ffold 
to  be  oonstantly  selected,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  in 
Ifcfereace  to  silver,  whenever  required  for  remittance 
from  this  to  foreign  countries ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
ficveuU  those  who  have  oocanon  to  remit  to  the 
taited  States  from  doing  it  in  gold.  Hence  there  is 
a  ranntimial  and  steady  dnun  of  that  metal  from  this 


country,  without  any  correspondent  return,  which 
must  continue  while  there  remains  any  of  it  among 
us.  The  importations  of  it  will  be  confined  to  small 
quantities,  imd  from  countries  firom  which  nothing 
better  can  be  obtained. 

There  have  been  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  in  gold.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  considerable^  portion  of  it  can, 
at  this  time,  be  found  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
ascertained,  in  one  of  our  principal  commercial  cities, 
quite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mint,  that  the  gold  coin 
in  an  oflSce  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  there  located,  in  November,  1819, 
amounted  to  |I65,000,  and  the  silver  coin  to  |118,- 
000.  That,  since  that  time,  the  sUver  coin  has  in- 
creased to  1700,000,  while  the  gold  coin  has  dimini^- 
ed  to  the  sum  of  |1,200,  one  hundred  only  of  which 
is  American.  And  it  is  stated  that  the  vaults  of  the 
State  banks  in  the  same  city,  having  a  capital  in  the 
a^;gregate,  as  is  believed,  of  nearly  eight  millions,  ex- 
hibit a  similar  result  It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted, 
that,  on  examination  in  the  other  commercial  citieti 
similar  additional  proof  would  be  furnished. 

It  now  becomes  a  question  of  serious  import,  to  be 
decided  by  the  nation,  whether  a  gold  currency  be  at 
all  desirable,  or  whether  it  should  wholly  give  place 
to  sQver  ?  By  some  a  sQver  currency  is  deemed  the 
most  eligible.  They  contend  that  our  ciiculating 
metallic  currency  should  be  ponderous^  and  inoonve^ 
nient  of  transmission ;  that  it  would,  in  such  case, 
remain  in  the  country,  and  stationary. 

On  the  other  band,  it  is  believed,  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  a  more  portable  currency  may  be,  on  many 
accounts,  and  in  many  instances  must  be,  much  more 
convenient,  and  in  some  cases  absolutely  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  lighter  and  smaller  the 
currency,  in  proportion  to  its  value,  the  greater  wiD 
be  the  accommodation  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  great  extremes  of  the  Union.  In  proportion  to 
this  fkcOity,  the  price  of  exchange  will  be  lessened ; 
commercial  transactions  would  £u8  be  carried  on  at 
an  enhanced  profit  to  all  concerned.  Moreover,  in 
lime  of  war,  it  will  never  fail  to  become  requisite  to 
make  use  of  specie  in  payments  and  remittances ; 
and  these  will  be  demanded,  almost  exclusively,  at  the 
extreme  borders  and  frontiers  of  the  Union.  In  such 
case  gold  furnishes  a  medium  which  will  not  only  be 
light  and  convenient,  but  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  secrecy,  thereby  avoiding  the  ritks  incident  to 
war  and  commotioa  Those  who  cany  their  recol- 
lections back  to  the  incidents  of  tiie  late  war,  cannot 
fail  of  being  forcibly  impressed  with  this  idea. 

Our  empire  is  widely  extended,  and  becoming  more 
so;  and,  at  the  same  time,  sparsely  settled.  The 
transmission  of  large  sums,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
if  in  ponderous  silver,  must  be  extremely  inconven- 
ient, and  oftentimes  attended  with  groat  danger.  It 
wotdd  seem,  therefore,  that  as  currency,  the  gold 
coin  has,  in  this  country,  manifest  advantages  over 
that  of  silver. 

But  there  is  another  particular  not  unworthy  of 
consideration.  We  have  before  stated  that  tiie  gold 
coins  are  worth,  in  foreign  countries,  more,  in  com- 
parison with  silver,  than  iu  our  ovm.  The  average 
of  this  increased  vidue  is  believed  to  exceed  six-tentha 
of  a  dollar  in  every  fifteen  dollars.  In  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, three  half  eagles  are  worth  sixteen  dollars  ;  in 
Cuba,  seventeen ;  in  the  West  Indies,  generally,  six- 
teen ;  in  England,  fifteen  and  one-fifth ;  in  Holland, 
fifteen;  and  in  France,  fifteen  and  a  hal£    Theaa 
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calcolations  maj  not  be  preciselj  u  stated,  but  are 
believed  to  be  nearly  accurate. 

In  tbe  United  States,  before  the  establishment  of 
the  present  Government,  it  has  heretofore  been  ascei^ 
tained  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  that,  by  custom, 
the  value  of  gold  has  been  considered  as  equivalent 
to  about  fifbeen  and  six-tenths  of  its  weight  m  silver. 
This,  without  doubt,  arose  from  finding  this  to  be  the 
average  of  the  di£ferent  values  affixed  to  the  gold  in 
different  foreign  oountrieSk 

Why  it  was  thought  proper,  on  establishing  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  this  value  to  fif- 
teen for  one,  it  is  not  now  material  to  inquire.  It  is 
sufficient  to  know,  from  unhappy  experience,  that  its 
tendency  is  to  rid  us  of  a  gold  currency,  and  leave  us 
nothing  but  silver. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  in  conformity  to  the 
foregoing  sentiments,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bilL 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Missouri — Besohition  Jrom  the  Senate. 

The  House  ^g^  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senators  resolntion 
for  the  admission  of  Mssonri. 

llie  foUowing  amendment  proposed  on  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  being  nn- 
der  consideration,  viz :  to  strike  ont  the  proviso 
to  the  resolntion,  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  anv 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  (if  any  sudi 
there  be,)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

And  in  lien  thereof,  insert  the  following : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
said  State  of  Missouri  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pass  any 
law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  any  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several 
States :  And  provided^  further.  That  no  law  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  construed  to  deny  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States. 

A  long  debate  took  place,  not  so  much  on 
this  particular  amendment  as  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  evils  of  slavery,  the  rights  of  the 
South,  the  balance  of  power,  the  nature  of  tbe 
obligations  and  benefits  of  the  Union,  &c. 

^.  Oampbbll  rose  and  said,  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  tlie  anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  to  have  &6  question  now 
nnder  discussion  determined.  !Notwithstand- 
ing  he  felt  this  anxiety  in  common  with  others, 
he  hoped  a  disposition  to  cultivate  patience  a 
little  longer  would  be  indulged,  particularly 
when  a  member  not  in  the  habit  of  obtruding, 
wished  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  0.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  MoLakie,)  who  presented  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  had  evinced  so  much 
candor,  and  so  often  repeated  his  invitations  to 
those  disagreeing  with  nim  on .  the  main  ques- 
tion, to  meet  him  in  the  spirit  of  amity  on  his 
proposition  to  amend,  that  he  would  offer  his 


reasons  why  he  could  not.  What,  Mr.  0.  asked, 
is  the  ol^'ect  of  the  amendment  ?  If  he  under- 
stood its  import,  it  is  intended,  at  least  indirect- 
ly, to  alter  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  If  not  to 
expunge  the  exceptionable  clause,  certainly  to 
give  it,  or  any  act  passed  in  conformity  thereto, 
such  an  interpretation  as  the  convention  never 
intended.  Whence  does  Congress  derive  this 
immensity  of  power  f  Or  on  what  occasion  has 
the  employment  of  it  been  indicated?  This 
doctrine  is  very  different  from  that  for  which 
the  gentleman  at  the  last  session  so  ably  con- 
tended. At  that  time  it  was  alleged  we  had 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  constitution 
of  a  State  about  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  Congress  be  competent  to  interfere 
in  any  way,  witih  one  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Mssouri,  an  interference  with  another,  and 
indeed  with  every  other,  would  be  equally  ad- 
missible. Mr.  C.  said  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment a  perfect  cipher,  and  so  would  it,  if  adopt- 
ed, be  deemed  by  tbe  people  of  Missouri.  To 
any  such  modification  their  consent  would  be 
indispensable.  And  how  was  this  to  be  obtain- 
ed? Mr.  0.  said  he  knew  of  no  way  but 
through  another  convention,  and  he  defied 
gentlemen  to  point  out  any  other  legitimate 
mode.  Mr.  0.  said  Missouri  is  unrepresented 
here ;  and  if  she  were,  who  could  believe  her 
representation  vested  with  power  to  enter  into 
any  compact  binding  on  her,  relative  to  her 
constitution  f 

Mr.  0.  said  it  had  been  remarked  by  many 
of  the  friends  of  Missouri,  and  by  none  with 
greater  energy  than  by  a  distinguished  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  that  if  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  be  incompatible  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  so  far  void,  and  the 
legitimate  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion is  the  judiciary.  This  is  a  position,  Jie  said, 
to  the  correctness  of  which  he  could  not  in  con- 
science subscribe.  It  was  so  repugnant  to  hi9 
views  that  he  must  reject  it  as  most  dangerous 
in  practice.  By  an  act  of  the  last  session  we 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution,  which,  among  other  conditions, 
was  required  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  A  constitution  has 
been  framed  and  submitted  to  us  for  inspection 
— ^inspection  for  what  purpose  ?  Certainly  that 
we  might  decide  upon  its  provisions,  which  if 
not  repugnant  to  the  rule  prescribed,  she  would 
be  entitied  in  good  faith  to  admission — ^if  repug- 
nant, she  must  suffer  rejection,  with  however 
much  pain  accompanied.  To  come  to  a  decision 
in  this  manner,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  conceived  it  to 
be  tibie  duty  of  Congress ;  a  duty,  from  the  per- 
formance of  which,  he  could  assure  gentlemen 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  shrink,  by  remitting  it 
to  the  Judiciary.  Is  not  the  question  fairly  be* 
fore  us,  and  how  can  we  evade  a  direct  and 
unequivocal  answer,  regardless  of  consequences? 
Should  Missouri  be  admitted,  and  that  part  of 
her  constitution  to  which  objection  is  made  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  rights  of  an  individual, 
he  believed  the  court  ought  to  and  would  inter- 
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ftre.  This  he  had  always  understood  was  pe- 
cnliarij  the  proy inoe  of  the  judicial  department. 
where  the  oonstitationalitj  of  an  act  was  called 
in  qnestion.  It  was  a  power  which  he  hoped 
woold  always  he  pnidently  exercised. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  was  willing,  if  it  were  thought 
neeessary,  to  vote  for  another  act  or  resolution 
to  enahle  the  people  of  Missouri  to  call  a  con- 
Tention  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter 
tte  present  one  in  such  a  way  as  to  ohviate  ob- 
JeetionB.   Or  if  she  chose  to  do  this  wiUiout  the 
aasistaiioe  of  Congress,  he  for  one  would  not  be 
&poG6d  to  take  advantage  of  the  circumstance. 
Mr.  O.  said,  as  he  now  had  the  opportunity, 
be  wo«ild  declare,  he  had  yesterday  iLStened  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seb- 
makt)  with  impatience.    That  gentleman  had 
asBigned  snndry  reasons  why  the  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  the  oonmiencement  of  the 
next  Congress,  when  it  could  be  settled  more  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  nation.    He  thought  the 
question  was  fully  tmderstood,  as  well  as  the 
bearings  it  would  probably  have  upon  our  na- 
tional character ;  and  he,  for  one,  was  prepared 
to  decide  the  naked  proposition  of  admission  or 
rejection.   The  gentieman  has  alluded  to  a  strife 
fior  power,  and  if  he  understood  him,  he  meant 
a  power  which  was  to  be  acquired  by  a  new 
party.    8nch  consderations,  Mr.  C.  said,  should 
have  no  influence  on  him  in  pronouncing  judg- 
ment on  a  constitutional  question.    What,  he 
would  ask,  could  the  new  party,  which  it  is 
•opposed  is  now  springing  up,  profit  him,  or  the 
State  which  he  assists  to  represent  ?    Should  it 
increaats  and  attain  full  stature,  ootdd  the  North- 
west expect  favors  which  are  now  denied  ? 
'Mr.  CcssMAN,  of  Midne,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  Not  being  habituated  to  par- 
fiamentazy  debate,  and  possessiug  a  set  of  nerves 
eialy  disoonoerted,  I  but  seldom  lift  my  voice 
ftr  or  agaunst  any  thing.    But,  on  this  occasion, 
I  have  strong  inducements  to  depart  from  my 
■final  nlenoe.    Besides  the  right  which  I  have, 
in  common  with  others,  of  expressing  my  opin- 
kms,  I  now  have  reasons  peculiar  to  myselt    A 
man  suspected   of  high  'Crimes   and   misde- 
meanors^-the  high  crime  of  a  patriotic  ambi- 
tion— ^the  misdemeanor  of  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve  the  Union    entire,  by  preserving   tiie 
bsdance  of  its  parts,  may  surely  claim  the  right 
to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  slavery  in  every  form.  And  I  contend 
against  its  extension  on  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  purest  principles  of  humanity.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  deleterious 
evils.  It  cannot  but  have  an  effect,  in  some  in- 
stances, injurious  to  the  finer  feelings  of  tiie 
heart.  I  Know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  are 
high-minded  gentiemen,  who  not  only  seem  to 
deny  to  the  African  the  capability  of  becoming  a 
ehizen  in  this  country,  but  also  are  inclined  to 
refiise  him  a  place  on  the  roll  of  human  beiugs. 
I  shall  attempt  no  learned  analysis  to  prove  that 
a  negro  is  a  man.  I  shall  not  contend  that  he 
is  possessed  of  an  organized  human  body,  to 


which  there  is  superadded  a  rational  souL  The 
definition  of  man,  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  is 
sufficient  for  my  purpose— J.mma2  hipea  ifn- 
plume.  If  this  defimtion  be  correct,  it  will 
f<)llow  that  a  negro  is  a  man.  He  is  certainly 
an  animal  with  two  legs ;  and  though  he  may 
have  something  resembling  wool,  he  is  also 
without  feathers — which  corresponds  to  the  de- 
finition given.  And,  if  a  man,  he  is  **  endowed 
with  certain  inalienable  rights ; "  for,  in  the 
first  article  of  thej)olitical  creed  of  our  coun- 
try, it  is  declared  to  be  a  "  self-evident  truth, 
that  all  men  are  created  equal."  But,  however 
this  may  be,  it  will  be  agreed  that  an  African 
is  endowed  with  a  degree  of  sensibility — ^that 
he  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  aud  pain — ^that 
many  of  the  race  are  capable  of  strong  sensa- 
tions of  gratitude  and  love.  If  so.  these  feel- 
ings, by  their  condition  even  in  tiiis  country, 
must  be  iqjured  to  a  degree  at  which  humanity 
cannot  but  recoil.  Who.  unmoved,  could  be^ 
hold  the  anguish  of  coniugal  attachment,  tiie 
y€»mings  of  parental  affection,  the  pathetic 
cries  and  tears  of  filial  tenderness,  which  cannot 
but  be  felt  and  expressed,  when  husband  and 
wife,  parent  and  cnild,  brother  and  sister,  are 
forcibly  separated  from  each  other,  and  trans- 
ferred, like  beasts  of  burden,  or  as  insensible 
property,  from  owner  to  owner  I  Sir,  could  I 
even  reflect  with  indifference  on  such  scenes  of 
agony  and  human  woe,  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
claim  kindred  with  the  human  race ;  and  even 
blui^  to  call  Qod  my  heavenly  Father.  Slavery, 
sir,  in  our  country,  admits  of  no  apology  but 
stem  imperious  necessity.  There  is  no  color  of 
excuse  by  extending  to  increase  the  eviL 

But,  thouffh  I  contend  against  the  spread  of 
slavery,  on  humane  principles,  yet  I  never  in- 
sinuated that  these  were  my  only  motives.  I 
have  also  strong  reasons  of  policy.  It  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  wise  or  safe  to  spread  over  a 
new  country  a  population  which,  instead  of 
adding,  must  impair  its  physical  strength.  A 
slave  is  neither  a  soldier,  nor  a  seaman,  nor  an 
artisan,  except  of  the  lowest  kind.  Mimy  of 
them  are  but  menial  servants,  who  do  not  re- 
produce the  food  which  they  consume.  The 
earth,  in  general,  is  not  so  well  cultivated  by 
slaves,  nor  made  to  exhibit  those  scenes  of  fer- 
tility and  beauty  which  are  to  be  seen  where 
the  owners  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Nor 
can  a  section  of  country,  where  the  population 
consists  but  in  part  of  slaves,  furnish  such  num- 
bers, for  common  defence,  as  can  be  spared  in 
a  free  State,  where  every  able-bodied  man  is  a 
soldier.  It  is  known  that  in  all  our  wars,  some 
of  the  slaves  are  too  much  inclined  to  go  over 
to  the  enemy.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  wrong — ^but 
it  is  in  a  degree  natural.  For,  according  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  if  a  slave  has  any  country,  it  is  not 
that  in  which  he  is  holden  in  bondage.  Allured 
by  the  hope  held  out  by  an  insidious  foe,  they 
are  ready  to  engage  in  some  work  of  mischid 
or  blood.  Hence,  in  times  of  danger  or  inva- 
sions, a  country  so  circumstanced,  instead  of 
furnishing  its  fair  proportion  of  soldiers  to  op- 
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pose  a  pablic  enemy,  might  retdn  somewliat  of 
its  physical  strength  at  home  for  purposes  of 
safety — to  suppress  domestic  insurrection — to 
protect  their  wires  and  children,  their  altars 
and  their  firesides.  It  would  be  peculiarly  im- 
politic to  plac«  our  frontiers — ^those  inlets  of  an 
invading  foe — ^in  such  jeopardy. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  are  to  become  con- 
stituent parts  of  our  Bepublic.  Every  portion 
of  the  Union,  therefore,  must  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est, that  the  population  of  the  States,  which 
are  to  be  formed  out  of  these  territories,  espe- 
cially if  the  West  is  destined  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  empire,  should  conast,  not  of  slaves,  who 
might  endanger  the  public  safety,  but  of  citi- 
zens— enlightened,  virtuous,  enterprising  citi- 
zens— able  to  contribute  to  the  ornament  and 
defence  of  our  common  country. 

It  is,  sir,  ilk  the  nature  of  man,  especially  of 
irresponsible  bodies  of  men,  and  sJl  triumphant 
minorities  are  irresponsible  when  fortified  by 

Sower,  to  be  forgetful  of  right.  Those  but  sel- 
om  obtain  justice,  who  are  not  in  a  situation 
to  cause  its  claims  to  be  respected.  The  sound- 
est maxims  of  policy  require  that  no  section  of 
our  country  should  gain  such  an  enormous  as- 
cendency as  to  give  the  law  to  the  rest.  It 
would,  in  time,  crush  the  other  under  its  feet. 
To  guard  against  such  an  abuse,  there  should  be 
preserved  a  balance  of  power — ^yes,  sir,  a  bal- 
ance of  power.  At  the  repetition  of  the  phrase 
gentlemen  seem  to  take  the  alarm.  As  if 
struck  with  a  panic,  they  almost  lose  the  bal- 
ance of  their  minds,  to  say  nothing  of  the  har- 
mony of  their  good  feelings.  The  balance  of 
power  1  exclaim  gentlemen,  in  astonishment — 
as  if  they  saw  in  it  an  ill  omen,  portentous  of 
direful  events — some  dreadful  calamity  impend- 
ing over  our  Republic.  What  do  you  mean, 
say  they,  by  the  balance  of  power  ?  I  mean, 
sir,  in  the  nation,  something  like  that  equilib- 
rium preserved  in  the  natural  world  by  the 
operation  of  the  centripetal  and  the  centnfugal 
forces  of  nature — the  action  of  the  one,  and 
the  reaction  of  the  other.  As  on  this  equi- 
librium depends  the  order  and  harmony  of  the 
natural  system,  so  on  a  balance  of  power  re- 
sembling this  depends  the  safety  of  our  con- 
federated Bepublic.  But  if  gentlemen  are  dis- 
pleased with  this  illnstration,  I  will  attempt  an- 
other— ^I  mean,  sir,  something  in  our  Federal 
system,  resembling  the  barriers  which  prevent 
the  ocean  from  overflowing  the  land — ^ffxed  by 
the  Almighty,  when  he  said  to  its  turbulent 
waters,  **  Hitherto  thou  hast  oome,  but  thou 
shalt  proceed  no  further — and  here  shall  thy 
proud  waves  be  stayed."  This  balance  of  pow- 
er has  been  highly  useful  in  other  countries. 
When  it  has  been  entirely  broken  down,  the 
consequence  has  been  fatal  to  nations,  as  it  has 
lately  been  seen  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe. 
But  fortunate,  sir,  for  the  world,  by  the  mag- 
nanimous policy  of  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
this  balance  was  restored,  and  nations,  as  the 
result^  are  beating  their  swords  into  plough- 


shares, and  spears  into  pruning-hooks,  and  seem 
to  be  inclined  to  learn  war  no  more  I    I  believe, 
sir,  that  a  balance  of  power  would  not  be  with- 
out some  salutary  effect  in  this  nation.    It 
might  restrain  the  intemperance  of  inordinate 
ambition  in  individuals,  and  check  the  proud 
assumptions  of  aspiring  States.    But,  sir,  to  re- 
turn from  this  seeming  digression  into  which  I 
have  been  led  by  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  I  have 
further  to  say,  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
portions  of  this  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving it  entire,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Oonstitution,  submitted  to  an  evil  for  which 
tJiey  could  provide  no  speedy  remedy.    Oar 
country  was  then  bounded  by  the  MissiBsipni, 
and  littie  was  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  States  was  at  that  period,  from  an 
overgrown  power,  derived  from  a  slave  popu- 
lation.   But  could  it  have  been  foreseen  that  a 
territory  west  of  that  river,  larger  than  the  old 
thirteen  United  States,  would  have  been  added 
to  our  country,  out  of  which  new  States,  almost 
to  infinity,  were  to  be  formed,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  holding  slaves,  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  Massachusetts,  nor  any  part  of  Few 
England,  and  perhaps  none  of  the  now  free 
States  then  extant,  would  have  consented,  on 
such  terms,  to  have  oome  into  this  Union. 

Mr.  Tylsb  said  that  he  had,  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  maintained  a  profound  silence  on 
the  interesting  topic  which  had  so  long  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  nation ;  that 
nothing  but  the  expos^  which  had  been  made 
to  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Seboxant,)  could  have  induced  him 
now  to  prjBsent  himself  to  the  notice  of  tiie 
House  upon  a  subject  so  hackneyed.    The  re- 
marks made  by  that  gentieman  were  of  a  char- 
acter so  novel  and  alarming,  that  it  would  not 
become  him  to  pass  them  by  unnoticed.    The 
gentieman  (Mr.  Saroeant)  had  talked  about 
the  balance  of  power.    What  is  it  that  the  gen- 
tleman means  by  this  language  f    Had  he  weU 
weighed  it  before  he  gave  it  utterance  f    To  his 
mind  the  gentieman  had  conjured  up  a  fearfal 
fiend.    He  had  told  us  that  no  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  keeping  alive  this  ques- 
tion.   He  had  cried  *^  peace,  peace,"  when  he 
had  presented  himself  as  fighting  under  the 
banners  of  a  fiend  from  which  Mr.  T.  turned 
with  fear  and  dismay.    Look  on  the  page  of 
history,  and  tell  me  (said  Mr.  T.)  what  has  been 
the  most  fruitftd  cause  of  war,  of  rapine,  and 
of  death  ?    Has  it  been  any  other  than  this 
struggle  for  the  balance  of  power  ?    Desolation 
has,  in  all  ages,  marked  its  existence,  and  heca- 
tombs of  slaughtered  victims  have  been  raised 
to  appease  its  fury.    Sir,  said  he,  it  is  a  monster 
that  feasts  on  the  bodies  of  mangled  carcasses, 
and  swills  on  human  blood.    And  has  it  come 
to  this,  that  we  are  now  to  enter  into  this  strug- 
gle for  power  ?    And  against  whom  do  gentie- 
men  propose  to  carry  on  this  war  ?    Against 
brethren — ^members  of  the  same  common  family. 
It  might  be  natural  to  wish  to  elevate  ourselves 
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to  *  snpeiioritj  of  power  in  reference  to  for- 
eign nations;  bat  it  is  unnatoral,  to  say  the 
kiflt  of  it^  for  one  section  of  a  common  country, 
to  entertain  a  wish  of  the  sort  in  reference  to 
the  rest.  Equality  is  all  that  can  be  asked  for, 
and  that  equality  is  secured  to  each  State  of 
this  Union  by  the  constitution  of  the  land.  But 
what  is  the  character  of  the  power  sought  now 
to  be  obtained  by  the  gentleman  and  his  asso- 
ciates ?  Do  they  want  to  secure  to  the  non- 
dayeholdinjg  States  a  preponderance  in  the  Na- 
tional Legislature?  >Ye  hav^  been  told  cor- 
rectly by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
810KB8,)  that  they  already  have  the  prepon- 
derance of  twenty  odd  votes.  This,  then,  it  is 
obvious,  cannot  be  the  power,  for  the  acquisition 
of  whioh  they  are  ready  to  undertake  this 
cmsade  against  the  South  and  West  I,  said 
Xr.  T^  follow  but  the  inference  which  the  mem- 
ber from  New  York  (Mr.  Stosbs)  has  drawn, 
when  I  express  the  hypothesis,  that  it  must  be 
a  power  of  a  different  character  which  gentle- 
men are  in  pursuit  ot  It  may  be  their  purpose 
to  elevate  to  high  stations  some  particular  fa- 
Toritea 

But  what  can  a  minority  of  this  House  hope 
to  gun  by  this  unhallowed  struggle  ?  It  is  a 
gmie  at  which  only  a  few  can  win,  and  all  that 
wHl  remain  to  the  majority  of  the  actors  in  this 
drama  will  be  the  slave-like  privilege  of  wor- 
ilupping  at  the  feet  of  an  idoL  And  has  it 
eome  to  this,  that,  instead  of  looking  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  country^s  happiness,  we  shall 
now  use  our  efforts  to  advance  the  political 
views  of  an  individual  ?  I  should  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  myself  on  the  altar  of  my  country,  for 
the  common  good.  I  idolize  the  institutions  of 
thu  highly  favored  land ;  but  I  never  will  con- 
sent to  become  the  idolater  of  any  man  on 
earth.  I  know  but  of  one  rule  to  ffovem  me  in 
men  for  office,  and  it  is  found  in  the 
intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  candi- 
date. Whether  he  be  bom  in  Massachusetts  or 
Virginia)  is  a  consideration  unworthy  of  being 
taken  into  the  estimate.  If,  then,  tibere  be  a 
man  in  this  House  or  nation,  governed  by  mo- 
tlvea  of  a  different  character,  in  the  name  of 
virtue  and  patriotism,  I  demand  that  he  shall 
allure  them. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Sebgsant,)  as  another 
reason  K>r  poetponing  this  question  to  the  next 
seaoon  of  Oongreaa,  urged  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  people,  and  intimated  tiiat  they 
might  be  dissatistied  with  a  decision  now.  No 
man,  said  Mr.  T.,  holds  in  higher  reverence  the 
wishes  of  the  people  than  I  do.  The  wishes  of 
my  constituents  on  any  subject  other  than  a 
eoiuEtitational  question,  would  be  my  law.  But 
they  have  ^ected  us  to  act  for  them,  and  on 
tins  sabject  they  leave  us  uninstructed.  While 
it  would  but  answer  the  end  of  our  agency  here 
to  bow  to  their  wQl,  when  properly  expressed, 
it  woold  be  worse  than  degrading  for  us  to  hesi- 
lite  about  acting,  lest  we  might  incur  their  dis- 
|lf  iiTUT  In  such  a  case  as  this,  what  would 
M  tiie  weight  of  their  displeasure  ?    Our  coun- 


try is  agitated  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other: 
a  state  of  things  exists  calculated  to  fill  the  mind 
of  the  patriot  with  awful  forebodings  of  the 
future ;  a  breach  has  been  made  in  the  affec- 
tions of  this  people  for  each  other,  whioh  every 
day  serves  but  to  enlarge.  Is  ihere  a  man  who 
hears  me,  who  would  not  be  willing,  like  an- 
other Ourtius,  to  devote  himself  to  destruction 
to  heal  this  breach?  Would  you  prefer  the 
ephemeral  popularity  of  the  hour  to  the  renown 
which  lasts  for  ages  ?  Our  lineage  would  give 
the  lie  to  such  a  slander.  No,  sir ;  let  us  not 
delay  to  settle  this  question,  and  forever.  The 
genUeman  tells  us  the  minority  alone  will  make 
a  sacrifice  by  voting  for  any  proposition  of  com- 
promise. What  is  t^e  &ct?  The  South  con- 
tends that  Missouri  should  be  instantly  admit- 
ted into  the  Union ;  the  North  cannot  agree  to 
this,  because  it  descries  something  in  the  con- 
stitution repugnant  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  answer  to  this  objection 
has  been  repeated  over  and  over  again.  If  such, 
in  truth,  be  the  fact,  let  her  come  into  the 
Union,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  will  vindicate  its  own  supremacy.  Your 
objection,  however,  still  remains  unshaken,  and 
yon  propose  that  ^e  shall  be  admitted,  upon 
the  condition  that  her  Le^slature  shall  pass  no 
law  violatory  of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  Union. 
We  meet  you  on  this  half-way  ground,  and  dose 
in  with  your  proposition.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side  ?  You 
guard  the  constitution  from  infraction,  and  we 
have  no  hesitancy  in  uniting  with  you  in  this 
good  work.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  sincere  in 
^e  objection  which  ihey  ndse,  that  objection 
may  readily  be  removed,  and  I  will  still  enters 
tain  the  hope  that  this  session  will  not  ter- 
minate without  the  final  a^ustment  of  this 
odious  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  the  Ohairman  pronounced 
the  division  to  be  in  the  affirmative — yeas  75, 
nays  T8. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  House;  and  the  question 
being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  the 
vote  was — ^yeas  79,  nays  88. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  being  then 
again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Buolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Bepreseniativee 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America^  in  Car^ess  aeten^ 
bled,  That  the  State  of  Miuouri  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by declared,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
oonstmed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  (if  any  such 
there  be)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  declares  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  Stobrb  moved  to  amend  the  same  as  fol- 
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lows,  viz :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  declared  " 
the  balance  of  the  resolntioD,  and  insert,  in  lien 
thereof,  the  following : 

"  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  on  the  first 'day  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fnnda- 
mental  condition  npon  which  the  said  State  shall  be 
Incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  is  passed  bj  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State,  which  shall  impair 
or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immimities, 
seonred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from 
removing  to,  and  settling  in,  said  State :  And,  pro- 
vided  furthery  That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Ifissouri  as  a  State, 
shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent 
by  a  public  act  to  the  said  condition,  before  the  next 
session  of  Congpress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  at- 
tested copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  the  words  '^on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  session,"  where  they  first  occnr ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — ^78  votes  to  71. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
BO  as  to  make  it  read  ^^  citizens  of  the  United 
States,"  instead  of  ** citizens  of  other  States." 
This  motion  was  negatived  by  T9  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSOK  moved  to  amend  the  pro- 
posed amendment  by  striking  out  of  it  the 
words  "  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from  mov- 
ing to  and  settling  in  said  State."  This  motion 
was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  Babbotjb  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
Amendment  by  striking  oat  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  That  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by 
the  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  contravene 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  secured 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  any 
persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,"  and,  in  lien  tiiereo^ 
inserting  '^  that  no  law  which  may  be  pa^ed 
by  the  said  State  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
immimities,  secured  to  citizens  of  the  other 
States  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend  the 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CuTUBEBT  having  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  Mr.  Stobrs^s  amendment,  so 
as  to  take  it  first  on  agreeing  to  the  following 
words: 

**  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Con> 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  funda- 
mental condition  upon  which  the  stud  State  shall  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  id  passed  by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State  whioh  shall  impair 


or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immonides^ 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  otti- 
zens  of  otiier  States  " — 

The  question  was  so  taken  accordingly,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  75,  nays  92. 

So  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  the  remainder  fell  to  the  ground  of 
course. 

Mr.  S.  MooBE  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso 
thereto  annexed,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Provided,  That  the  following  conditions  be  taken 
as  fundamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the 
said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  namely : 
that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution  submitted  by  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
shall,  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  said  constitution 
will  admit,  be  expunged,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall 
not  be  applicable  to  citizens  of  any  State  in  this 
Union ;  and  that,  until  expunged  or  so  amended,  no 
law  passed  in  conformity  thereto  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  any  citizen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  56. 

Mr.  €llay*B  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Thirteen, 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  seeing  that  all  effort  at 
amendment  had  failed,  and  anxious  to  make  a 
last  efibrt  to  settle  this  distracting  question, 
moved  to  refer  the  Senate^s  resolution  to  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  members. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  ao- 
oordmgly : 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ey.,        Messrs.  Archer,  of  Va., 

Eustis,  of  Masa,  Hackley,  of  K.  Y., 

Smith,  of  Md.,  S.  Moore,  of  Pa., 

Sergeant,  of  Pa.,  Cobb,  of  Ga., 

Lowndes,  of  S.  C,  Tomlmson,  of  Ot. 

Ford,  of  N.  Y.,  Bufler,  of  N.  H., 

and  Campbell,  of  Ohio. 


Satueday,  February  8. 

Mr.  MoLane  submitted  the  following 
lution,  which  of  course  lies  on  the  table : 

Retolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  ves- 
sels each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gkyv- 
emment  to  the  present  time. 

Appropriation  Bill — MiswuH  in  it. 

On  opening  the  first  item  of  this  bill,  the 
Missouri  question  was  discovered  lurking  in  it ! 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  having  moved  to 
fill  the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  (314,866,  to 
defray  the  en>ense  and  compensation  to  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
ofiicers,  and  attendants — 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a 
smaller  sum,  presuming  that  the  sum  moved  by 
Mr.  Smith  was  founded  on  estimates  including 
the  Delegate  from  Missouri.    As  there  was  no 
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flQch  Delegate  recognized  on  the  floor  of  the 
Honse,  the  expropriation  ought  to  be  diminished 
aooordinglj. 

A  good  deal  of  desnltory  debate  followed  on 
tliis  proposition,  the  leading  featores  onljr  of 
▼hich  are  sketched  below. 

lb-.  BuTLKB,  of  Lomsiana,  inquired  of  the 
duurman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
whether  tibie  som  which  be  had  proposed  was 
intended  to  cover  the  paj  for  the  Senators  from 
IGsBOorL 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  snm  was  proposed  in  oon- 
tenitj  with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry,  and  was  not  predicated  on  any 
additional  expenditure,  as  the  State  of  Missouri 
had  not  been  admitted.  But  at  any  rate  the  sum 
would  be  sufficient,  because  there  was  always, 
from  the  absence,  the  nckness  at  home,  or  the 
death  of  members,  a  considerable  surplus  left. 

Mr.  MoLkan  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
Boori  did  not  present  himself  as  the  Delegate, 
but  as  the  Bepresentative  frt>m  that  State.  Mr. 
MoL.  went  on  to  remark,  that  this  question 
about  Missouri  met  them  at  every  step,  and  in 
every  shape ;  and  it  really  would  be  better  to 
pos^ne  this  bill,  and,  indeed,  all  other  im- 
portant bills,  until  that  embarrassing  question 
could  be  settled.  With  that  view  he  moved 
ttat  the  committee  now  rise,  and  report  pro- 


Mr.  Ttxxb  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Mo- 
liBAir,  and  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail,  es- 
peciaHy  as  the  public  interest  could  not  suffer 
nom  a  little  delay  in  passmg  the  bUL 

Ifr.  Baldwin  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  The  clause  in  question  dla  not  go 
into  items  at  aU,  and  it  could  not,  therefore, 
weU  give  rise  to  the  question  concerning  Mis- 
aoori,  which  had  been  started  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia. 

The  motion  for  the  oommittee  to  rise  was 
sttalived-^ayes  81. 

Mr.  Tbdcblb  spoke,  to  show  that  Mr.  Ck>BB 
would  gadn  nothing,  if  he  should  even  carry  his 
notion  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  The  ap- 
propriation was  made  as  tnough  Missouri  was  a 
State ;  if  she  were  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  such,  she  must  be  abandoned  altogether,  or 
must  be  legislated  for  as  a  territory,  and  that 
question  would  with  more  propriety  come  up  in 
another  part  of  tiie  bill,  making  provision  for 
the  Territories.  He  thought  it  not  necessary, 
therefore,  to  impede  the  bill  by  pressing  this 

Mr.  Cobb  observed,  in  substance,  that  the 
•am  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ck)mmit- 
tee  of  w  ays  and  Means  was  either  U>o  large  or 
too  imimll.  If  intended  to  provide  for  Missouri 
Ma  Stote  it  was  too  small,  as  it  did  not  provide 
fcr  the  Senators ;  and  if  otherwise,  it  was  too 
krge.  He  did  not  wish  to  bring  up  at  all  the 
question  concerning  the  present  character  or 
ooDditio&  of  Missouri,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
li^t  to  appropriate  for  a  Delegate  unless  for 
the  S^iators  also. 

Mr.  LowHDSS  remarked,  that  whether  they 


took  the  larger  or  the  smaUer  sum  was  imma- 
terial, as  either  would  be  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
ject in  any  event ;  there  being  always  a  balance 
of  the  appropriation  left  from  this  branch  of 
the  expenditure.  The  adoption,  therefore,  of 
either  sum  proposed,  could  mvolve  no  question 
relative  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  MoOttllough  did  not  conceive  that  the 
appropriation  involved  the  Missouri  question  at 
aU.  They  made  appropriations  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepresentatives  generally,  with- 
out undertaking  to  say  who  were  Senators  and 
members.  Sudi  as  were  so  would  come  for- 
ward and  receive  their  pav,  and  no  others. 
This  appropriation  was  intended  for  the  current 
year ;  if  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  her  mem- 
bers in  both  Houses  would  be  paid  of  course ; 
if  not,  the  money  would  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  TioMBtK  said,  the  gentleman  had  told  the 
committee  how  the  members  were  to  be  paid 
if  that  State  shoidd  be  admitted :  but  suppose 
Missouri  should  not  be  admitted,  Mr.  T.  aisked, 
how  her  Senators  and  members  were  to  draw 
their  pay  then? 

Mr.  MoCuLLouoH  was  understood  to  say.  on 
reply,  that  if  the  State  were  not  admitted,  ner 
Senators  could  not  be  paid  under  this  appro- 
priation; and  that  it  would  require  a  special 
vote  of  Oongress  to  authorize  them  to  draw 
pay. 

Mr.  LivEBicoBB,  by  way  of  obviating  all  dif- 
ficulty, moved  an  amendment,  containing  a 
separate  appropriation  of  the  necessary  sum 
for  the  Senators  and  member  from  Missouri. 

1^  motion  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  50,  nays  44. 


MoBBAT,  February  6.- 

South  American  State$, 

.  The  ^ouse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration pf  the  General  Appropriation  BilL 

Mr.  Glat  moved  the  amendment^  which  he 
a  few  days  ago  intimated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  propose  to  the  bill,  and  was  as  follows : 

*^For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  aalaiy  to  sooh  Min- 
uter as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advioe  and 
ooDsent  of  the  Senate^  may  Bend  to  any  Government 
of  Son^  America,  which  has  established  and  is  main- 
tdmng  its  independency  on  Spain,  a  snm  not  exceed* 
mg  118,000." 

Mr.  Olat  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  more  than  an  bourns  length  in  its  support 

Mr.  Lowin>ES  submitted  briefly  the  reasons 
why  he  conceived  the  adoption  of  the  propoed- 
tion  at  this  time  inexpedient,  and  the  mode  of 
obtaining  the  object  improper. 

Mr.  BoBEBTBON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  large 
against  the  motion. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  decidedly 
and  earnestly,  an  immediate  and  unqualified  re- 
coffuition  of  South  American  independence. 

Mr.  Stbvehs,  of  Gonnecticuti  foflowed  on  the 
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same  side,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tbimbls,  of  Kentucky,  also  advocated, 
at  some  length,  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  OuLFBPEB,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  suc- 
cinctly why  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Olat  again  occupied  the  floor  some  time 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndbs,  and  in  a  zealous  sup- 
port of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  briefly  offered  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  to  oppose  the 
proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
propos^  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.   For  the  amendment  73 ;  against  it  77. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  and  the  amendments  made  thereto,  to  the 
House. 


Wednesday,  February  7. 

A  new  membe]^  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, William  8.  BLACSLfiDOB,  elected  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Jesse  Slocumb,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  quidifieid,  and  took  his  seat. 


Satubdat,  February  10. 

Missouri — Mr,  Butler^ a  Proposition, 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted 
the  following  joint  resolution : 

Retdvedf  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Reprewnta- 
thee  qf  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  people  of  Missouri  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or 
to  alter  the  constitution  which  they  have  already 
formed  and  presented  to  Congress,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  proper,  and  submit 
the  same  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSOiT  said,  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  to  examine  the  propositioD. 
Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  ana 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Thirteen, 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  Select  Committee^  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  delivered  in 
the  following  report  and  amendment : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  declaring  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  have,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following 
report; 

That  they  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  assigned  them  by  the  House,  with  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  arrive  at  a  oondnsion  which  would 


give  general  satisfaotion ;  that,  in  tho  prosecuUon  of 
this  purpose,  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  useful  to  asoeN 
tain,  in  the  first  place,  by  a  full  and  frank  compari- 
son of  opinions  among  themselves,  whether  any,  and 
what,  conditions  ought  to  be  prescribed  to  ^e  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  that,  on  making 
this  comparison,  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  nearly 
unanimous  in  the  committee,  that  no  other  condi- 
tions ought  now  to  be  required  than  those  which 
were  specified  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, providing  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union;  and  that,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  that  act,  the  settlement  which  it 
made  of  the  question  of  restriction  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed ;  that  this  opinion  limited  their  subsequent 
mquiiy  to  the  consideration  of  the  single  quesdoo, 
whether  the  oonstitntion  which  Missoifii  has  formed 
for  herself,  contained  any  thing  in  it  which  furnished 
a  valid  objection  to  her  incorporation  in  the  Union? 
And,  on  that  question,  they  tiiought  that  tiiere  was 
no  other  provision  in  that  constitution  to  which  Con- 
gress ootdd  of  right  talce  exception,  but  that  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Missonri  to 
pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  bom 
going  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State.  In  regard 
to  that  clause,  the  same  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
among  the  memben  of  the  committee  which  had 
been  previously  manifested  in  the  House— one  por- 
tion believing  it  liable  to  an  interpretation  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  thinking  it  not  exposed  to  that  objection,  or 
that,  if  it  were,  the  exceptionable  interpretation  was 
superseded  by  tiie  paramount  authority  cSf  the  Federal 
Constitution. 

\Mth  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  committee 
thought  it  best  that,  wi&out  either  tide  abandoning 
its  opinion,  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  frame  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  which,  com- 
promising neither,  should  contain  an  aidequate  secu- 
rity against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  of  other  States  in  Missouri ;  and,  a 
majori^  of  the  committee  thinking  that  such  security 
could  not  be  sufficientiy  afforded  without  some  pre- 
vious act  to  be  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
the  amendment  was  finally  agreed  upon,  which  th^ 
now  beg  leave  to  report. 

According  to  this  amendment,  Missouri  is  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  fundamental  con- 
dition, that  she  shall  never  pass  any  laws  preventing 
any  description  of  persons  from  going  to  and  settling 
in  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  of  the  States  in  this  Union ;  and, 
upon  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  signifying  its 
assent  to  that  condition,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  which 
is  to  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  to  proclaim  the  fact,  and  thereupon  the 
admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  is  to  be 
complete,  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  To  prevent,  however,  this 
amendment  from  being  oonaidered  as  impairing  any 
right  whicH  may  appertain  to  Misaouii,  in  common 
with  other  States,  to  exclude  from  her  jurisdiotioa 
persons  under  peculiar  circumstances,  (such  as  pen- 
pers,  vagabonds,  &c,)  a  further  proviso  is  added, 
declaring  that  nothing  in  the  said  amendment  is  to 
be  construed  to  take  from  Missouri,  when  admitted 
into  the  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or  power 
which  the  original  States  may  oonstitntionally  ex- 
ert 

The  modification  whioh  the  committee  thus  re- 
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■peetfiilly  reeommend  of  ihe  Senate's  reeoltitioii,  Is 
ue  result  of  a  soint  of  concord,  under  tho  goidaiioe 
ef  which  tbcT  nave  anxiooslj  soughti  wiuoat  the 
frifiee  of  pnnciple  on  either  side,  to  reconcile  the 
Tsrlant  opinions  among  them.  There  cannot  be  a 
donbt  hot  that  MisBonri,  solicitons  as  she  mast  be,  to 
Miticipate  in  sll  the  high  advantages  of  onr  excellent 
Union,  will  eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  of  testifying 
her  attachment  to  the  Federal  Constitation,  by  giving 
the  solemn  pledge  which  she  is  asked  to  make,  to 
nspect  the  priyileges  and  immnnities  which  it  secnres 
to  citisens  of  other  States— a  pledge  become  neces- 
luy,  in  the  opinion  of  a  laige  and  respectable  portion 
ef  the  House,  by  the  terms  which  she  has  employed 
m  a  clanse  of  her  constitation.  Nor  wiQ  there  be  a 
doobt  of  tiie  sincerity  or  efficacy  of  such  a  pledge. 
Ob  the  other  hand,  if,  by  postponing,  for  a  short 
period,  her  admission  into  the  Union — a  oircum- 
stsnoe  eveiy  day  less  and  less  important,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lapse  of  the  time  allotted  to  this  aes- 
aoo,  thoae  who  thought  her  invested  with  a  perfect 
right  to  be  admitted,  without  delay,  are  not  fully 
gratified,  they  will  be  consoled  by  the  reflection  that 
the  ampiidment  requires  only  the  performance  of  a 
wBdse  and  simple  act,  which  cannot  be  mistaken 
ij  the  highly  responnble  officer  to  whom  the  judff- 
Dsnt  of  its  execution  is  confided ;  and  the  whcue 
Hoose  must  be  gratified  with  any  proper  disposition 
of  the  subject,  which  will  henoerorth  free  the  public 
dsIiberadoDS  from  the  agitation  and  disturbance  to 
vfaieh  it  is  but  too  likely  always  to  give  rise.  And 
your  committee  believe  ^t  all  must  ardently  unite 
in  wishing  an  amicable  termination  of  a  question 
vhich,  if  it  be  longer  kept  open,  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce, and  posably  to  perpetuate,  prejudices  and  ani- 
BMEiries  among  a  people  to  whom  iui  conservation 
cf  their  moral  ties  should  be  even  dearer,  if  possible, 
ttsn  that  of  their  political  bond.  Sharing,  as  the 
committee  do,  largely  in  this  sentiment,  they  re- 
ipectfuUy  submit  to  the  ^ouse  the  amendment  which 
^y  propose,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  received 
snd  considered  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has 

V0PB  QoVjPOCI* 

Steike  oat  all  after  the  word  «be*  in  the  thhrd 
fine  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  insert 

•'Admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
vith  the  original  States^  in  all  reflpects  whatever, 
■poo  the  fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State 
than  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any  description 
sf  pcnons  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  said 
State,  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  become  citizens 
ofany  of  the  States  of  this  Union:  And  provided,  cUto, 
That  the  Legiskture  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solenm 
public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State 
Id  the  said  fbndamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit 
ts  tho  President  of  the  United  Stotes,  on  or  before 
fte  Conrih  Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic 
eopy  of*  the  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the 
PrssideBt,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact; 
vheivapoD,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Ck»ngress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State 
into  this  Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete : 
Amd  provided,  further,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
ihall  be  oontfrned  to  take  firom  the  said  State  of 
IGssooii,  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exer- 
dse  of  any  right  or  power  which  can  now  be  con- 
ititstioQally  exercised  by  any  of  the  origmal  States.*' 

The  resolntion,  with  the  report,  was,  on 
aoftion  of  Mr.  C£a.t,  ordered  to  lie  on  tJbie  ta- 


ble ;  and  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  for  its  consideration  on  Monday. 

South  American  Provinces, 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  snbmitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  tho  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  tney  feel  for  the  gaccess  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strug- 
gUng  to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence  ;  and 
that  it  win  give  its  constitutional  support  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  &e  United  States,  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  any  of  the  said  provinces. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  0.  said  he  was 
influenced  by  the  general  solicitude  which  he 
felt  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  conviction  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of 
an  expression  of  a  sentiment  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  the  people  of  the  Spanish  proyinces. 
The  vote  of  yesterday,  to  the  contrary,  was  in- 
fluenced, in  a  great  degree,  it  was  evident,  by 
considerations  of  form.  He  had  framed  this  res- 
olution so  as,  he  hoped,  to  be  unexceptionable 
in  that  respect ;  and,  though  it  did  not  go  as  far 
as  he  wished  to  go,  it  went  to  a  certain  extent 
in  giving  the  countenance  of  this  House  to  the 
exertions  of  the  people  of  the  South.  Mr.  0. 
said,  as  the  subject  was  well  understood,  and 
he  wished  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House, 
he  should  not  debate  the  proposition,  unless  he 
should  be  obliged  to  do  so  by  debate  against  it. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  as  well  because  of  the 
general  importance  of  any  proposition  on  this 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  acting  on  it  with 
deliberation,  as  because  the  genUeman  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs (Mr.  Lowin>ss)  was  this  day  absent. 

Mr.  Olat  stated  that  he  had  informed  his 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign 
Aflcurs,  who  was  absent  from  a  temporary  in- 
disposition, that  he  intended  to  submit  such  a 
proposition  as  this  to-day;  and  received  for 
answer  that  he  did  not  care  about  being  pres- 
ent at  the  discussion,  and  did  not  wish  to  be 
sent  for. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  tiie  House  ought  to  act 
with  caution  and  deliberation  on  a  proposition 
of  this  sort,  which,  for  aught  they  knew,  might 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  country. 

Tbe  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolur 
tion  on  tha  table,  resulted  thus:  For  it  laying 
on  the  table  71 ;  against  it  72. 

So  the  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Here  arose  a  debate)  which  occupied  the  whole 
dav. 

Mr.  Wood  first  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  because  it  proposed  to  make  needless  pro- 
fessions, and  was  not  therefore  consistent  with 
self-respect ;  because,  if  it  had  any  object,  it  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  power  of  the  Exeoa- 
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tive,  and  might  produce  a  coUiBion  between  the 
two  departments  of  Government,  which  was 
much  to  be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Floyd  referred  to  an  early  message  of 
President  Washington  to  Congress,  to  show 
that,  at  that  time,  the  previous  consent  of  Con- 
gress was  thought  necessary  to  the  institution 
of  foreign  missions ;  thence,  and  from  other  con- 
siderations, arguing  that  this  resolution,  so  far 
from  interfering  with  the  Executive  preroga- 
tive, was  a  fair  exercise  of  the  undoubted  rights 
of  Uiis  House.  Mr.  F.  also  supported  the  pro- 
position on  the  grotmd  of  expediency^  and  as 
going  to  counteract  the  policy  of  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, bv  organizing  a  different  policy  on  this 
side  of  tne  water,  d»c. 

Mr.  AsoHBB  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  member 
of  tne  resolution.  And  the  question  was  ac- 
cordingly stated  on  agreeing  thereto  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hoose  of  RepresentatiTeB  par- 
ticipatei  with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
'deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strag- 
gling to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSON  deprecated  the  passage  of  the 
whole  resolution  as  supererogatory,  if  not  of  in- 
jurious tendency.  If  it  was  intended  only  to 
apprise  the  Executive  that  this  House  would 
support  him,  that  had  been  done  by  the  vote  of 
last  session ;  if  it  was  to  express  the  sentiment 
of  this  House  in  regard  to  the  subject,  that  too 
had  been  done  by  ihe  vote  of  last  session ;  and 
a  repetition  of  such  declarations  could  serve 
only  to  show  a  doubt  of  our  own  constancy. 
Ij^  however,  it  was  intended  to  goad  the  Exec- 
utive into  a  departure  from  its  hitherto  wise 
policy  on  this  subject,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  it,  &o,  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying,  that  as 
the  proposition  was  divided,  he  should,  though 
he  deemed  such  a  declaration  wholly  super- 
fluous and  unnecessary,  vote  in  favor  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and  against  the 
second. 

Mr.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMXBY  assiffued  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
and,  should  that  not  prevail,  againstrboth 
branches  of  the  resolution.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  first  part  of  it,  as  asserting  what  he  did 
not  know  to  be  the  fcict,  and  what  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  the  fact  as  regarded  his  immediate 
constituents — ^that  the  people  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  a  matter  wholly  foreign  to  them.  The 
second  part  of  the  resolution  he  wholly  disap- 
proved. He  believed  it  to  be  the  true  policy  of 
this  country  to  stand  aloof  from  this  conflict,  as 
the  powers  of  Europe,  more  deeply  interested, 
had  done.  Were  we  to  engage  in  it^  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  predict  how  it  would  ena,  &c.  Mr. 
M.  suggested,  however,  that  the  motion  had  an 
object  something  deeper  than  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  and  that  it  might  be 
intended  to  goad  the  President  into  a  course  of 


policy  which  his  judgment  did  not  approve, 
and  which  the  nation  did  not  wish  for. 

Mr.  Ttlxb  assigned  the  grounds  on  whioh, 
though  he  had  voted  against  all  the  other  pro- 
positions of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he 
should  vote  for  this.  The  first  part  of  it,  he  said, 
asked  him  only  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  con- 
stituents ;  and,  knowing  well  their  feelings  on 
this  subject,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative  upon  it.  The  second  part  of  the 
resolution  only  proposed  to  declare,  that  the 
President  of  the  u  nited  States  enjoys  so  much 
the  confidence  of  this  House,  that,  whenever  be 
should  think  proper  to  recognize  the  independ* 
ence  of  any  of  the  Southern  provinces,  it  will 
support  him  in  it.  To  this,  Mr.  T.  had  no  ob- 
lection.  In  voting  for  the  whole  proposition, 
he  should  only  express  the  sentiment  of  bia 
heart,  a  deep  sympathy  for  a  people  struggling 
for  liberty,  dec 

Mr.  Wauebb  expressed  his  sentiments  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  whole  resolution.  The  sub- 
ject, he  said,  was  near  his  heart;  and  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale  of 
liberty.  He  enumerated  several  considerations 
which  influenced  bim  to  this  course,  amonc 
which  were  the  general  duty  of  individuals  and 
of  societies  to  sympathize  with  and  do  good  to 
one  another;  the  similarity  of  the  struggle  of 
these  provinces  with  Spain  to  that  of  our  Rev- 
olution ;  the  similarity,  too,  of  their  forms  of 
government,  &c.  He  was  not  afiraid  of  trusting 
the  Prendent,  and  had  no  fear  of  committing 
him,  by  passing  this  resolution. 

Mr.  iusBOBB  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  waa 
in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  against  the  post- 

Sonement.    He  disclaimed  any  want  of  confi- 
ence  in  tiie  Executive ;  bor  did  the  resolution 
go  upon  any  such  ground,  but  on  the  contrary, 
its  very  terms  excluded  such  a  conclusion.    He 
considered  it  as  differing  widely  in  principle 
from  the  proposition  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  sending  a  Minister  or  Ministers  to  Soutb 
America.    Adverting  to  the  supposed  power 
of  the  President  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  a  Government  by  receiving  a  Minister  as  well 
as  by  sending  one,  in  which  recognition  tbe 
Senate  would  have  no  voice,  it  became  this 
House,  he  said,  to  share  a  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  the  Executive  would  incur  bv  such 
a  recognition.    He  doubted,  himself  whether 
the  President  could  recognize  the  independenoe 
of  a  foreign  power,  by  receiving  a  jOnister^ 
without  the  consent  of  this  House.  By  fbis  res- 
olution, without  prescribing  any  thing  to  tbe 
President,  that  difficulty  would  be  removed. 
With  regard  to  his  constituents,  Mr.  M.  express- 
ed in  strong  terms  his  conviction  of  the  deep 
feeling  which  they  entertain  favorable  to  tbe 
South  Americans.     Though  approving  of  the 
course  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  colonies 
hitiierto,  more  than  he  did  of  his  course  to  the 
mother  country,  (alluding  to  the  occupation  of 
Florida  during  the  Seminole  war,)  he  should 
yet  cheerfully  vote  for  the  whole  resolution. 
Mr.  Ollgwtt  stated  the  reaaons  why,  though 
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approving  of  the  sentimenta  in  the  resolution, 
M  oonld  not  vote  for  it  He  considered  the 
qiiestion  to  be  the  same  in  eahstance  as  that  to 
which  he  yesterday  gave  a  negative  vote.  So 
ftr  as  the  provinces  were  engaged  against  the 
Spanish  Government,  they  had  his  best  wishes 
and  sincere  sympathy ;  bnt,  he  suggested,  that, 
aooordiog  to  the  best,  accounts  we  have,  their 
strode  is  more  amongst  themselves,  and,  so 
ioTy  was  one  in  which  we  could  feel  no  sympa- 
thy. He  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  com- 
parisons whicn  had  been  so  often  made  between 
the  case  of  these  provinces  and  that  of  our  Bev- 
emotion,  between  which  the  resemblimce  was 
at  least  remote.  Believing  that  the  power  of 
recotfmition  was  confided  to  another  branch  of 
the  Government,  both  competent  and  disposed 
to  exercise  it  when  proper,  and  for  other  rea- 
sons which  he  assigned,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolation. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  passing 
this  resolution,  though  entertaining  a  feeling  of 
deep  sympathy  with  the  Southern  provinces. 
He  had,  he  said,  almost  a  similar  feeling  in  re- 
gird  to  the  people  of  Old  Spain,  now  regenerat- 
ed and  comparatively  free.  The  relative  situa- 
tion of  Spain  and  her  colonies,  he  argued,  was 
now  essentially  different  from  what  it  was  two 
or  three  years  ago.  They  were  then  struggling 
against  a  relentless  tyranny ;  but  there  was  now 
at  least  a  probability  (referring  to  the  pacifioa- 
tioQ  between  Morillo  and  Bolivar,  and  to  other 
indications)  that  Old  Spain  would  voluntarily  do 
justice  to  the  colonies.  Mr.  0.  thought,  there- 
i»ze,  it  was  not  true  policy  at  this  time  for  this 
country  to  do  any  act  on  this  subject,  however 
iadined.  For  this  cftnsideration,  and  because 
he  believed  the  Executive  felt  on  this  subject 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  House  and  the  na- 
tion, and  as  he  had  indeed  expressly  said  in  his 
meaaage,  he  saw  no  occasion  for  passing  this  res- 
oiotion.  It  would  be  time  enough  to  act,  he 
sgned,  when  the  course  of  Old  Spain  was 
dearly  marked  out.  I^  however,  the  direct 
rote  on  the  resolution  was  forced  upon  the 
House,  he  should  vote  for  the  first  paft,  but 
against  the  second,  believing  that  sound  policy 
was  opposea  to  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  opposed  the  resolution,  not 
from  any  hostility  to  its  avowed  object,  but  be- 
eaose  it  proposed  to  refer  to  the  President  an 
act  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  for  him, 
hut  for  the  three  branches  of  the  Government 
collectively,  to  perform.  If  any  thing  was  done 
on  this  sabject,  he  wished  it  to  be  done  by  all 
the  bnmchea  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Maclat  opposed  tJie  resolution,  although, 
were  he  to  suffer  his  feelings  to  govern  him,  he 
dhoold  be  in  fiivor  of  it  The  subject,  he  said, 
had  been  long  before  the  Executive,  and  much 
deliberated  upon.  Before  such  a  resolution  as 
thi»  was  passed,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  gentlemen 
mgbt  to  be  possessed  of  fall  information  on  the 
nbject — of  all  the  informatioD  which  the  £z- 
•OBtive  possesses,  and  by  which  its  course  has 
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been  influenced,  that  they  might  judge  whether 
that  Department  had  or  had  not  performed 
its  duty.  Believing  that  it  had  done  so,  and 
would  hereafter  do  so,  he  was  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Stevens  defended  the  constitutional 
right  of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion  on 
any  topic  of  public  interest.  So  far  from  in- 
terfering with  the  Executive  authority,  he  re- 
garded such  expressions  of  opinion  as  facilitat- 
ing the  exercise  of  that  authority,  this  beine  a 
Government  of  opinion,  and  as  it  must  be  de- 
sirable to  the  Executive  to  know  what  public 
opinion  is,  &c,  With  regard  to  this  measure 
being  a  goad  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  S.  suggested 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
Executive  of  this  day  was  to  be  alarmed  or 
driven  from  his  course  by  any  such  measure. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolve  as  an  expression 
of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  on  a  point  on 
which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  argument,  nor  would  he  have 
risen  at  all  had  there  not  appeared  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  two  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Montoomeby,)  upon  a  point  in 
which  the  character  of  his  immediate  constit- 
uents and  the  State  at  large,  seemed  to  him 
much  concerned.  He  meant  no  less  than  a  di- 
versity of  opinion  as  to  the  sensibility  of  Ken- 
tucky to  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  which  the  pa- 
triots of  South  America  were  engaged,  and  to 
the  protr^ted  suffering  of  that  oppressed  peo- 
ple; His  colleague,  the  honorable  mover  of  this 
resolution,  (Mr.  Clay,)  believed  that  the  people 
of  Kentucky  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  strug- 
gle of  the  patriots  of  South  America.  His  col- 
league (Mr.  Montoomeby)  did  not  know  that 
his  constituents  felt  such  an  interest.  Mr.  B. 
s£ud,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  it  as  his  belief 
that  the  people  of  Kentucky  did  feel  a  Hvely  and. 
strong  interest  for  the  success  of  the  Patriot* 
cause ;  and  that  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion 
whether  he  judged  from  the  expressions  of 
those  with  whom  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to- 
mingle,  the  rumor  of  the  country  at  larse,  from 
the  entertainments  given  in  honor  otias  col- 
league, (Mr  Clay,)  at  which  sincere  thanks  had. 
been  expressed  for  his  disinterested  ardor  and. 
fervid  eloquence,  in  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots ;  or  whether  he  judged  from  the  almost 
universal  expression  of  the  wish  of  the  people 
for  the  success  of  the  Patriots,  at  each,  succes- 
sive anniversary  of  our  independence,  when,  in 
the  social  and  festive  circle,  the  feelings  of  the 
heart  have  been  most  free  and  undisguised. .  He 
sud,  finally,  to  trouble  the  House  no  further 
upon  this  point,  that^  whatever  might  be  the 
feelings  of  the  constituents  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Montoomeby,)  he  would  unhesi- 
tatingly pledge  himself  to  the  House,  that  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  did  take  a  warm 
and  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  South  Ameri- 
can liberty. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryiand,  stated  several  objec- 
tions to  the  resoIntioD,  among  which  were  the 
following:  That  ft  attributed  to  the  President  a 
power  (that  of  recognition)  too  important  to  be 
exercised  by  anj  aathoritj  less  than  the  three 
bra&ches  xft  the  Go^pemment ;  that  it  proposed 
to  make  this  House,  incompatibly  with  the  con- 
etitntion,  the  adviser  of  the  rresident,  thus 
taking  fh>m  him  a  part  at  least  of  his  constitu- 
tional responsibility ;  that  it  wo«Qd  afford  a  bad 
precedent,  which,  in  future  times,  may  be  used, 
through  the  influence  of  the  President,  in  this 
House ;  that  it  proposes  that  this  House  should 
compromit  its  successors  in  office,  which  it  could 
not  do,  and  which  it  was  therefore  improper  to 
attempt,  &o. 

Mr«  Cook  opposed  this  resolution,  though  he 
had  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Ciat^s 
proposition,  because  it  proposed  an  empty  dec- 
laration, after  refusing  an  efficient  act.  So  far 
from  believing  that  such  a  resolution  as  this 
would  aid  the  cause  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Patriots,  he  believed  it  would  inspire  them 
with  contempt  for  the  course  of  this  House.  It 
was  saying,  in  connection  with  yesterday's 
vote,  we  wish  you  welL  very  welL  but  not  as 
much  well  as  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Glat  then  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  support  of  his  motion.  He  op- 
posed to  one  another  the  objections  to  the  reso- 
lution, to  show  that  they  would  not  stand  toge- 
ther, and  therefore  denied  their  claim  to  respect 
taken  separately.  He  quoted  the  precedent  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent in  any  consequences  which  might  follow 
the  dismission  of  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jock- 
son,  some  years  ago,  and  alluded  to  other  pre- 
cedents of  expressions  of  opinion  by  this  House. 
He  ridiculed  and  reasoned  against  the  argument 
that  this  resolution  would  hurt  the  feeflngs  of 
the  Executive,  or  encroach  on  his  authority. 
It  was,  on  the  contrary,  he  contended,  assuming 
only  a  fair  responsibility  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  and  adding  strength  to  the  Executive. 
He  referred  to  the  vote  of  last  session,  and  the 
counter  vote  of  yesterday,  which  appeared  to 
him  imperiously  to  require  the  passage  of  this 
resolution.  He  protested  against  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  drawn  from  the 
situation  of  Old  Spain,  as  absolutely  founded  on 
the  idea  that  the  colonies  ought  to  repass  under 
the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  argument  which  de- 
nied the  power  of  one  Congress  to  bind  its  suc- 
cessors, would,  :he  contend^  equally  applv  to 
the  most  important  acts  of  legislation,  such  as 
declarations  of  war,  &c.  As  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  on  this  subiect,  Mr.  C.  said  that 
was  a  matter  of  &ot  which  each  gentleman 
must  determine  for  himself,  and  vote  accord- 
ingly. For  Ms  own  part,  he  had  no  doubt 
what  were  the^entiments  of  his  constituents  on 
this  subject;  and,  repeating  a  sentiment  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Mebobr,  he  said,  if  they  did  not  enter- 
tain such  sentiments,  so  help  him  God  he  would 
mot  represent  them.  If  the  matter  of  fact  was 
•oertain,  he  could  see  no  reason  against  avowing 


it.  With  respect  to  the  mode  of  recognition  of 
foreign  powers,  Mr.  C.  reviewed  the  various 
opinions  which  had  been  expre^ed  at  different 
times,  as  well  as  to-day,  on  this  subject  He 
concluded  that  both  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive had  this  power,  but  t^bat  the  most  regular, 
ordinary,  and  usual  course  was  by  the  Execu- 
tive; and  it  was,  therefore,  proper  to  assure 
him  oi  the  support  of  this  House,  &o.  There 
was  a  peculiar  propriety,  Mr.  C.  contended,  in 
this  House  moving  in  this  business,  being  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
the  cause  of  South  America  being  that  of  the 
people,  as  being  the  cause  of  humau  liberty,  ^. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  if  this  proposition 
did  not  satisfy  gentlemen,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  conceive  in  what  shape  a  proposition  on 
this  subject  could  be  placed,  so  as  that  they 
could  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  KiKSBY  made  a  glowing  appeal  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House  in  &vor  of  liberty,  and  to 
its  sympathies  for  those  contending  for  it  The 
sentiment  of  the  coimtry,  he  argued,  could  not 
be  doubted,  and  it  ought  to  be  expressed.  If 
war  should  come,  said  he,  in  consequence  of 
the  expression  of  our  opinion,  let  it  come.  He 
trusted  no  man  would  shrink  from  the  expres- 
sion of  his  honest  opinion  from  any  such  appre- 
hension as  that.  In  reply  to  the  question  cut 
h<mo — what  good  was  to  come  of  this?  Mr. 
K.  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  the  scenes  of  oar 
Revoludon,  and  of  the  vivifying  effect  of  the 
news  of  the  recognition  of  our  independence  by 
France.  Was  it  no  good,  he  asked,  that  we 
should  be  instrumental  in  elevating  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  human  race  to  the  same  rank  as 
we  enjoy,  and  to  a  participation  of  the  blessings 
of  freedom  and  liberty?'  Mr.  £.  said  he  had 
confidence  that  this  question  would  carry.  It 
mu9t  carry ;  and  it  would  meet  with  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  people  of  this  countiy. 

Mr.  SsBOEANT  delivered  his  objections  to  the 
resolution,  though  believing  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  taken  on  the  firat  part  of  it  only, 
there  would  be  but  little  or  no  objection  to  it. 
His  objectionB  were,  in  general  terms,  that  it  ex- 
press^ an  individual  opinion,  and  professes  to 
give  a  pledge  which  must  be  utterly  ineffica- 
cious; that  it  is  not  a  legislative  act,  and  is  not 
to  lead  to  a  legislative  act;  that  it  contains  a 
declaration  by  which  neitJier  this  House,  the 
President,  nor  the  Senate,  would  be  bound; 
that  it  would  involve  the  House  in  difficulties 
on  constitutional  ground;  that,  if  Congress  wish 
a  recognition,  having  the  power  equally  with 
the  Executive,  they  should  effectuate  their,  wish 
bv  a  legislative  act ;  that,  if  the  opinion  of  this 
House  was  to  be  expressed,  even  that  diould 
not  be  done  without  due  Inquiry  and  examina- 
tion of  facts,  none  of  which  had  been  placed  be-- 
fore  the  House  in  any  thing  like  an  official 
shape ;  that  the  House  ought  to  ta^e  care  not 
to  lose  sight,  in  acts  of  kincmess  and  expressions 
of  good  will  toother  powers,  of  the  duty  which 
it  owed  to  this  nation — ^to  the  interests  of  the 
people  whom  they  represent;  that  general  aa^ 
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▼ague  oral  information  was  not  a  sufficient 
ground  lor  CongresB  to  aot  upon ;  that,  if  official 
information  was  before  the  Uoose  re(^niring  it 
to  act,  its  act  shonld  be  something  plainer  than 
this,  and  presenting  on  its  face  a  direct  propo- 
sition ;  that  its  not  doing  so,  caused  it  to  be 
more  lightly  considered  and  voted  npon  than 
it  ou^t  to  be ;  tliat,  however  independent  of 
the  Executive,  as  an  individaal,  this  Honse 
might  be,  yet,  with  respect  to  the  Executive  as 
A  branch  of  this  Government,  it  was  important 
that  this  House  should  not  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  different  departments  of  Government,  as 
adjusted  by  the  constitution  itseli^  and  that  it 
dionld  not  rush  from  its  sphere,  and  jostle  the 
others  in  their  course. 

l£r.  Bbush  asngned  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  resolution.  His  reason  was,  that  the  Execu- 
tive would  look  at  both  votes  of  this  House, 
that  of  yesterday,  and  that  of  to-day.  The  vote 
of  yesterday  approved  his  conduct  in  not  send- 
ing a  Minister;  this  resolution  did  the  same, 
assoring  him  of  the  continued  and  consistent 
rapport  of  this  House— and  on  that  ground  alone 
he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Rod  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  agunst  the  second  part  of  the*  resolution, 
should  it  not  be  postponed,  because,  to  pass  it 
would  be  without  object,  because,  in  principle 
and  spirit,  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  vote  of  last 
session,  and,  therefoi^  unnecessary,  the  vote 
of  last  year  not  being  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
vute  of  yesterday,  but  perfectly  reconcilable 
with  It;  that  the  resolution,  if  it  proposes  to 
Ixod  not  only  this  House,  but  its  successors, 
makes  a  pledge  which  it  may  be  impoesi- 
bie  to  redeem;  that  it  pledges,  moreover,  a 
suppcHt  to  an  unknown  act — ^to  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  unwise  or  pernicious  to  the 
public  interest ;  that  such  a  pledge  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  Executive  infia&bility  which 
it  did  not  become  the  House  to  sanction.  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  "Mr,  R. 
mil,  he  should  vote  for  it,  if  presented  to  him, 
bdieving  it  to  o(Hrrespond  Amy  with  the  feel- 
iogs  and  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  RoBiKtsoN  concluded  the  debate  by  some 
nmarks  in  &vor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
tf  the  resoluUon.  on  the  ground  that,  to  act  on 
the  sulgect^  would  be  a  useless  consumption  of 
time,  and,  naving  already  once  expres»ed  the 
sime  sentiment,  (at  the  last  session,)  would  be 
as  undignified  proceeding.  With  respect  to  the 
bearing  ci  this  resolution,  in  one  way  or  an- 
other, in  regard  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  B.  re- 
■sriLed  that  it  somehow  or  other  had  happened 
tiisK,  during  the  four  years  he  had  been  in  Oon- 
greas,  he  had  never  yet  voted  with  the  Execu- 
tive on  any  administration  question,  unless 
the  Army  question  was  considered  one.  In 
ikm  course  he  had  not  been  influenced  by  any 
fapoaition  to  embarrass  the  Executive,  but  his 
fenotuX  opinion  of  what  was  right  But,  he 
added,  whilst  he  would  never  vote  for  any 
popocition  to  gratify  the  Executive,  he  would 
^V6  his  vote  for  any  proposition  calcu- 


lated to  embarrass  and  perplex  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  proper  functions. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Foot,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on 
which  he  considered  the  time  of  the  House  to 
be  unprofitably  occupied,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. — Negatived  by  a  conader- 
able  mfljority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  a  proviso  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :  **  Provided,  That  this  resolution  shall  not 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  independent 
exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power.*' 

This  motion  was  negativeo. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  afi&nnative — yeas  184,  nays 
12,  as  follows : 

Yb48. — Meesn.  Abbot,  Aduna,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  New  Yozk,  Allen  of  Tennemee,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Maiyland,  Archer  of  Yimnia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bay^,  Beecher,  Blackledge, 
Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bnuh,  Bxyan,  Borton,  But- 
ler of  New  Hampahire,  Butler  of  LouBiana,  Camp- 
bell, Gannon,  Case,  Ckgett,  Clark,  CUy,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cnlbieth,  Cnlpeper,  Cuah- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denni- 
■on,  Dewitt,  DIckinaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticat,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Penmylvauia,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardm,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Henick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  'Vliginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 


see, Kendall,  Elnsey,  Kinslev,  Unooln,  Maclay 
McCoy,  McCreaiy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallaiy, 
Marchand,  Meecli,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Mefeealf,  Monell, 
R  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Masa,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rioh,  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maiyland, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sonthard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Yuginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carcdina,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Upham,  Van  RensseLser,  Walker,  Wallace,  Waiiield, 
Wendover,  Williams  of  Vixginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood. 

NAva — MesszB.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Bnffum, 
Crafts,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Livermore,  Montoomeiy,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Richards,  and  Strong  of  Vermont. 

8o  this  danse  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maolat  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  said  resolntion  by  prefixing 
thereto  the  following :  *^  That  it  approves  of  the 
course  heretofore  pnrsned  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  sud  prov- 
inces." And,  the  qnestion  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative  without  de- 
bate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
second  member  of  the  said  resolution,  to  wit : 
from  the  word  and^  after  the  word  indtpend- 
enee,  to  the  end  thereof^  and  passed  in  the 
affinnative— yeas  87,  nays  68,  aa  followB : 
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Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Yliginia,  Baker, 
Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Blackledge,  Bodeo, 
Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Batler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cocke,  Cnlbreth,  Cn^per,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Eackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
sey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Een- 
tacky,  Mallaiy,  Marchand,  Meech,  Mercer,  Metcal^ 
Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray, 
Neale,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roes,  Shaw,  Sloan,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storra,  Swearingen,  Tsrr,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  YirgiDia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
TjUtj  Udree,  U[2iam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker, 
Wallace,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virgiiiia,  and  Wil- 
liuns  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts^ Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Brevard,  Buffum,  Burton,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PenuGylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Forrest,  FuUer,  Gorham,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  HiU,  Hobart, 
Jones  of  Yiiginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lathrop^  Liver- 
more,  Maolay,  McCoy,  Meigs,  Montgomery,  Morton, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Ross,  Sergeant,  SUsbee,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tomlinson,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  that  daiise  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  as  a  whole,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  a  committee  of  two  members 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  laj  the  same 
before  the  President 


Monday,  February  12. 
MisBOuri^Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olay, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  Missouri  subject.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  0.  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
And,  also  on  motion  of  Mr.  0.,  the  House  forth- 
with resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  tiie  subject  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  conmiittee 
having  been  read  from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Olat  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  committee,  of  the  difficulty 
which  interposed,  and  of  the  considerations 
which  led  to  the  recommendation  of  this  amend- 
ment Thia  statement  of  com-se  corresponded 
with  that  contained  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  0.  then  went  on  to  obviate  some 
objections  to  the  report  which  had  been  made 
by  the  friends  of  Missouri,  as  well  as  bj  those 
opposed  to  her  admission  into  the  Union.    Al* 


though  those  in  favor  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union  could  not  succeed  entirely  in  their  par- 
ticular views,  Mr.  0.  was  of  opinion  that  thej 
had,  as  regarded  the  report  of  the  committee, 
nothing  to. complain  of.  At  the  same  time,  the 
report  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  objection? 
of  those  who  had  opnosed  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri on  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  her 
constitution,  which  had  been  avowed.  Thus 
consulting  the  opinions  of  both  sides  of  the 
House,  in  that  spirit  of  compromise  which  is 
occasionally  necessary  to  the  existence  of  all 
societies,  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  ooun- 
tenance  of  the  House.  Mr.  0.  conduded  by 
earnestlj  invoking  the  spirit  of  harmonj  and 
kindred  feeling  to  preside  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  House  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Mallaby  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  oonunittee,  by  striking 
out  all  of  it,  after  the  word  ^  respects,'^  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,  inserting  the  following : 

"  Whenever  the  people  of  said  State,  by  a  conven- 
tion appointed  aocording  to  the  manner  provided  bj 
the  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  fbarm  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  iato  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  certain  territories,  approved  March  6,  1820,  adopt 
a  constitution  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  shall  in  addition  to  said  provisions,  further 
provide,  in  and  by  said  constitution,  that  neither  sla- 
very nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  ever  be  allowed 
in  said  State  of  Missouri,  unless  inflicted  as  a  punish- 
ment for  crimes  committed  against  the  laws  of  said 
Stato,  whereof  the  party  accused  shall  be  duly  con- 
victed. Prorided,  that  the  ciril  condition  of  those 
persons  who  now  are  held  to  serrioe  in  Misflouri  shall 
not  be  affected  by  the  last  providoa 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
m^ority. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  addressed  the  Ohair,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
one  of  the  committee  which  reported  the  reso- 
lution now  under  consideration,  and  dissenting 
to  that  report,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  me  briefly  to  state  the  grounds  of 
such  dissent. 

By  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, included  within  boundaries  therein  desig- 
nated, were  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  governmentfor  the  Ppr- 
pose  of  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
act  provided  that  such  constitution,  whenever 
formed,  should  not  be  '*  repugnant  to  the  Con* 
stitution  of  the  United  States."  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  have 
formed  a  constitution,  and  have  presented  the 
same  to  Congress.  For  what  purpose  ?  That 
Congress  may  perform  a  mere  ministerial  act, 
and  admit  that  people  into  this  Union  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  ?  Ko,  sir ;  Congress  have  a  higher 
duty  to  perform.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
determine  whether  that  constitution  be  repab- 
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liom  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

On  examining  this  constitution  it  is  fonnd  to 
ooDtain,  under  the  title  of  *^  the  legislative  pow- 
er,*^  a  provision  that  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  *Hhe 
General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  malattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  this  State,  nnder  any  pretext  whatso- 
erer."    This  provision  is  deemed  incompatible 
vith,  and  directly  repugnant  to,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that 
'^the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
aUtheprivUeges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
tbe  several  States.'^    Sir,  I  have  not  been  an 
inattentive  observer  of  what  has  passed  on  this 
enbject,  so  deeply  affecting  the  feelings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
tkt,  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate,  (if 
it  be  not  out  of  order  to  refer  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  honorable  body,^  any  other  objec- 
tion has  been  urged,  during  the  present  session, 
igunst  the  admission  of  Missouri   into  this 
Union.    This  House,  after  an  elaborate  discus- 
son,  has  solemnly  determined  that  this  objec- 
tion is  well  founded,  and  has  rejected  the  reso- 
Intion  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this 
Union,  reported  by  the  committee  to  which  her 
constitntion  was  referred.    This  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  repeated  in  a  variety 
of  forma,  renders  it  unnecessary,  and,  I  may 
add,  improper,  for  me  again  to  agitate  this 
qoestbn.    A  miyority  of  this  House  have  deter- 
mined that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
deprive  citizens  of  some  of  the  States  of  the 
prirQeges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  that 
State:    I  shall,  therefore,  take  it  for  graifted, 
(▼hich,  indeed,  the  appointment  and  report  of 
the  committee,  now  under  consideration,  evi- 
dantly  do,)  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
ftpognant  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  sub- 
vosive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  this 
Confederacy.     In  my  judgment,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  does  not  contain  a 
proyision  more  important  than  that  which  is 
infiinged  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri.    Ad- 
mit the  principle,  sir,  that  a  State  may  restrain 
the  dtizens  in  the  sev^al  States  from  coming 
to,  and  residing  within  it,  and  tins  Confederacy 
is  at  an  end.    Believing,  therefore,  that  the 
Ceoenil  Assembly  of  Missouri  are  required,  as 
*oon  as  may  bei,  to  pass  laws,  which  will  de- 
prive persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  several 
States,  of  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
»08  in  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  I  have 
heeii  oompelled  to  refose  her  admission  into  this 
Union.    She  has  no  right  to  such  an  admission. 
IGsoiiQi  has  not  complied  with  the  provisions 
tf  Toor  act.     She  disregards  the  distingnishing 
wire  of  our  constitution.    On  taJdng  my  seat 
b  HoA  Honse,  I  solemnly  enniged  to  support 
^C(Histitation  of  the  United  States.    Enter- 
tBning  the  opinion  which  I  have  avowed,  can 
I  admit  Miasouri  into  this  Confederacy,  with  a 
^VBstituUoii  containing  a  provision  directly  re- 
TOunt  to  that  which  I  have  sworn  to  support  ? 


To  admit  Missouri  with  such  a  provision,  I  must 
approve  it ;  I  must  give  to  it  my  sanction.  Sir, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  and  must  be  preserved 
inviolate.  I  stand  upon  its  verge,  and  no  en- 
croachment shall  be  made  upon  it  with  my  con- 
sent. When  a  new  member  presents  herself  to 
be  admitted  into  this  Union,  let  her  bow  to  the 
constitution ;  let  her  submit  to  its  paramount 
authority.  If  she  be  not  prepared  to  do  this, 
she  is  unworthy  of  this  high  privilege ;  she 
does  not  deserve  the  destiny  she  seeks. 

Sir,  I  feel  as  great  anxiety  to  see  this  "  dis- 
tracting questioir'  settled  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  but  it  must 
be  settled  upon  constitutional  principles.  There 
is  danger  that  any  other  mode  of  settling  this 
question,  instead  of  allaying,  will  increase  the 
excitement  which  it  has  occasioned  throughout 
this  nation.  Sir,  there  are  two  parties  to  this 
great  controversy,  and  any  settlement  whidi 
should  prostrate  the  rights  of  either  ought  to 
be  reprobated.  Great  as  is  my  anxiety  to  see 
this  matter  put  to  rest,  to  effect  it  I  will  neither 
renounce  my  principles  nor  surrender  the  privi- 
leges of  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  em- 
pire. If  a  settlement  of  this  grave  question 
take  place,  the  good,  and,  I  may  add,  the  peace 
of  this  nation,  demands  that  it  be  satisfiactory 
to  all  its  parts.  A  ^^  compromise,''  sir,  which 
shall  bring  Missouri  into  this  Union,  may,  in- 
deed, put  an  end  to  this  dispute  here ;  but^  let 
me  tell  gentlemen,  that  if,  in  a  settlement  of 
this  momentous  question,  the  feelings  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  community  shaU  be  disregard^, 
the  peace  of  the  nation  mav  not  be  restored. 

To  insure  such  a  desirable  and  happy  result^ 
it  must  be  settled  upon  a  fair,  ana  just,  and 
constitutional  basis.  To  such  a  settlement,  and 
to  no  other,  will  I  assenL 

Aft«r  a  long  debate,  protracted  to  o-latehonr, 
the  question  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendment  to  the  Senate's  reso- 
lution, as  proposed  on  Saturday  by  the  select 
committee  of  this  House,  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 78  to  64. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  deci- 
sion to  the  House ;  and,  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  that  decision — 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  to  postpone  the  whole 
subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  thai 
he  must  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  having 
risen  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  so  much 
anxiety  had  been  evinced  to  take  the  vote ;  that 
he  had  not  designed  to  address  the  House  at 
this  advanced  period  of  the  debate,  although, 
having  prepared  himself  upon  the  merits,  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  found  an  oppor- 
tunity, without  contending  for  the  floor  with 
those  better  qualified  to  do  it  justice,  before  the 
subject  had  been  literally  exhausted ;  and  that 
he  would  not  now  incidentally  have  said  a  word, 
but  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  near 
to  him,  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
SEBaxAirr,)  had,  with  a  dexterity  better  adapt- 
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ed  to  the  bar  of  a  conrt  than  to  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  RepreseDtatives,  iDgeniousIy,  though 
nnjustly,  endeavored  to  cast  from  himself  and 
the  m^oritj  on  the  Missonri  question,  the  odium 
of  an  argument,  derived  from  its  influence  upon 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  resentment  at  the  offered 
injury  would  not  admit  of  his  remaining  passive 
while  the  majority  voted  down  the  rights  of 
Missouri,  and  then  attempted  to  relieve  them- 
selves f^om  responsibility,  by  endeavoring  calm- 
ly and  cunningly  to  throw  the  censure  of  so 
unworthy  an  argument  used  by  them  upon  an 
injured  minority,  who,  he  had  reason  to  fear, 
had  so  deeply  suffered  by  the  influence  of  the 
argument  itself.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  finding  this 
question  assuming  an  importance,  and  produc- 
ing effects  so  little  expected  by  him,  he  was  led 
to  expect  that  all  was  not  right ;  that  there  was 
something  artificial  about  it;  and  had,  there- 
fore, at  an  early  period,  set  himself  at  work  to 
investigate  it  to  the  bottom,  and  to  develop,  if 
possible,  the  real  as  well  as  ostensible  consider- 
ations which  had  swollen  it  to  such  an  alarming 
magnitude ;  and  he  begged  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  motives  were  not  the  less  operative 
or  dangerous  for  not  being  avowed.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  had  carefully  reviewed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  this  bit- 
ter subject  was  opened,  as  well  as  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction, 
marking  well  the  feelings  and  prejudices  dis- 
played, the  suggestions  made,  ana  the  principles 
avowed.  He  had  pursued  them  with  great  at- 
tention and  anxietv,  and  he  believed,  without 
arrogating  too  much  to  himself,  that  he  could 
give  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,.  (Mr. 
Sbbgeant,J  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  the 
House,  and  tine  nation,  a  correct  history  of  this 
argument,  or  suggestion,  amounting  to  the  same 
thing,  of  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  question 
on  the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 
The  origin,  progress,  and  effect  of  the  contest 
for  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  would  be 
recollected;  he  would  only  say  that  its  course 
had  been  marked  with  blood  I 

In  reading  two  speeches  delivered  by  an  emi- 
nent and  venerable  member,  (Mr.  Ein&,)  then 
and  now  of  the  Senate,  from  New  York,  every 
word  of  which  had  been  well  weighed,  he  found 
8ome  remarks  truly  ominous.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
wished  it  understood  that  he  should  not  pretend 
to  detail  every  thing  which  that  gentleman  had 
Bidd  upon  the  same  subject,  to  whose  speeches 
he  might  take  the  liberty  of  referring;  tiiat  it 
was  not  necessary  to  the  fair  attainment  of  the 
purpose  which  he  had  with  candor  assured  the 
House  he  had  in  view ;  but  all  might  rest  satis- 
fied that  he  labored  under  no  mistake  in  the 
£[uotations  which  he  should  make :  for,  having 
been  seriously  impressed  by  them,  he  had  made 
memoranda,  considering  them  justly  alarming, 
and  looking  askance  from  the  motives  which 
should  influence  Congress.  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman, than  whom  none  knew  better,  (having 


been  a  member  of  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution,)  says  that,  but  for  this  clause, 
the  Union  would  never  have  been  formed ;  this 
gentleman  said,  in  referenoe  to  the  computation 
of  slaves,  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation, 
"  that  the  effect  of  this  concession  nad  been  ob- 
vious, in  the  preponderance  which  it  had  given 
to  the  slaveholding  States  over  the  other  States ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  an  ancient  settlement;  and 
faith  and  honor  stood  pledged  not  to  disturb  it. 
But  the  extension  of  this  disproportionate  power 
to  the  new  States  would  be  unjust  and  odions.^' 
Here  is  the  argument  from  tho  preponderance 
— ^the  disproportionate  power — almost  in  terms 
from  the  balance  of  power — surely  so  in  sub- 
stance, and  which  he  confirms  from  experience ; 
and  the  odium  which  he  was  pleased  to  say 
should  follow  the  extension  of  it  to  the  new 
States,  and  among  them  to  Missouri,  proves 
how  strongly,  not  to  say  violently,  this  venera- 
ble gentleman  felt  on  the  subject  of  restriction. 
Another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ialocadob,)  fr^m 
the  same  State,  who  had,  in  the  fifteenth  Con- 
gress, supported  the  restriction  with  ability  and 
warmth,  was  betrayed  into  a  similar  view.  In 
speaking  of  Missouri,  he  said,  ^^  that  portion 
of  country  has  no  claim  to  such  an  unequal 
representation,  unjust  in  its  results  upon  the 
other  States." 

Here  again  you  perceive  the  grudging  at  eonr 
sUtuHoTialy  which  Is  called  unequal^  representa- 
tion, in  its  effects  upon  the  other  States,  to  wit, 
the  non-slaveholding  States.  Tliis  gentleman 
also  displayed  his  determination  and  violence, 
by  exclaiming,  ^^that  his  purpose  was  fixed,  and 
that  if  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  civil  war 
coifie,  let  it  come  1"  These  were  some  of  the 
allusions  made  in  the  ^fteenth  Congress,  to  tiie 
ef^ct  of  the  Missouri  question  upon  the  balance 
of  power ;  and  they,  too,  by  the  majority  on 
this  floor,  who,  or  some  of  whom,  deny  the  in- 
fluence of  the  consideration,  as  well  as  the  use 
of  the  argument. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  refer  to  some  instances  in  whidi  the  same 
argument  was  renewed  at  the  last  session.  I 
had  become,  sir,  so  fearftil,  nay  almost  sure,  that 
this  consideration  had  more  to  do  than  it  ^ould 
have,  with  the  Missouri  question,  that,  when- 
ever the  argument  was  recurred  to,  it  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  am  now  the  better  enabled 
to  refer  to  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen  upon 
that  point.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Pltikeb,)  who  aimed  to  as- 
perse Kentucky  with  having,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  menaced  disunion,  had  said:  "FeeHng  the 
weight  of  this  slave  representation,  is  it  strange 
that  the  free  States,  believing  they  possess  au- 
thority under  the  constitution,  should  wish  to 
prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafter  to  be 
admitted  9 "  This  gentleman  utters  the  habitnid 
wailing  of  the  malcontents  and  restrictionists  at 
constitutional  representation,  which  they  are 
pleased  to  designate  slave  representation,  ac- 
companied by  his  belief  in  its  influence  on  the 
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btljiooe  of  power.  Another  gentleman^  then 
from  Musaacbusetts,  now  in  his  seat  from  Maine 
— the  same  who  presented  his  constituents,  and, 
Iff  accident,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  Ohriatmas-gift,  (which,  and  such  like, 
suij  prove  their  curse,)  after  the  most  mature 
eoDsaderation,  I  say  mature,  because  the  gentle* 
man  first  wrote  and  then  read  his  speech  to  the 
House— this  gentleman  avowed  dangerous  and 
inflammatorj  doctrines,  and,  among  other 
things,  said,  in  reference  to  the  Alaveholding 
States,  ''for  emoluments  and  power  you  give  us 
eommeroial  restrictions,'*  &c.  Here  the  benign 
gentleman  seemed  to  sigh  for  power,  to  avenge 
supposed  wrongs. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr.  Ssb- 
SSAST,)  not  many  days  past  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son, among  others,  to  snow  the  importance  of 
the  question,  and  why  it  should  be  left  for  the 
decision  of  a  future  Congress,  mentioned  tiie 
influence  which  it  might  have  upon  the  balance 
of  power ;  for  this  he  was  inuneaiately  rebuked, 
and  he  seemed  to  stand  corrected.  This  even- 
ing, the  gentleman,  in  an  effort  to  relieve  him- 
self from  so  reproachful  a  consideration,  charged 
the  minority  with  having  first  used  it,  and  partic- 
idarly  charged  my  colkague  (Mr.  Olat)  with 
having  made  some  allusion  to  it  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  my  colleague  has  denied,  and  which 
I  will  venture  to  say  no  one  else  recollects.  The 
idea  of  calculations  of  power  influencing  the 
House  in  their  deliberations  on  the  Missouri  ques- 
tioD,  (views  so  inexorable  to  tiie  demands  of  jus- 
tice and  reason,)  always  excited  alarm  in  my 
mind ;  and,  from  a  reference  to  it,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, by  a  very  able  and  influential  membeo*,  as 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  trom  Pennsylva- 
nia, rMr.  SxBOBABT,)  who  now  disclaims  it,  I  am 
sDfll>led  to  settle  the  point  in  dispute  between 
hhn  and  my  colleague,  by  calling  to  their  minds 
the  &ctB  as  they  transpired,  and  of  which  1 
have  the  most  vivid  recollection. 

My  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  tiie  spirit  of  con- 
eilialion,  wnich  has  characterized  his  every 
word  and  action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  this  contest,  in  one  of  his  speeches  of  the 
Isflt  session  appeslcd  to  the  ffreat  and  republican 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  regarded 
the  key-stone  of  the  federal  ardi,  ma^nani- 
mouaiy  to  interfere  and  settie,  as  e^e  mi^t  do, 
this  contest,  so  big  with  the  fate  of  the  Union ; 
the  gentleman  fi^m  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seb- 
oiAKT,)  whilst  replying,  observed  in  substance, 
if  not  in  words,  and  as  1  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  very  impressively  and  significantly,  that 
Inie  it  was,  Pennsylvania  had  l^en  regarded  as 
tae  key-^one  of  the  federal  arch,  but  if  Con- 
mss  went  on  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  he  did  not  know  how  long  she  would 
continue  so;  manifestly  indicatinghb  jealousy 
of  the  growing  importance  of  the  West,  and  the 
kiss  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvania  as  the  key- 
stone of  the  federal  arch ;  or,  in  other  words, 
by  a  manner  and  in  terms  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
Qoderstood,  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion open  the  balance  of  power.    Thus^  said 


Mr.  B.,  it  is  plain  to  demonstration,  as  it  is  true 
in  point  of  tact,  that  the  majority,  meaning  to 
be  understood  several  influential  members  of 
the  migority,  were  the  first  to  avow,  and  to  con- 
tinue exclusively  to  avow,  this  consideration ; 
and  that,  not  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  but  the 
gentleman  himself  at  the  last  session,  and  at 
this,  has  consistently,  though  I  cannot  say 
wisely,  presented  the  same  view.  And  that 
which  mduced  me  to  rise,  without  reflection, 
under  every  disadvantage  of  a  House  worn 
down  with  tedious  sessions  from  day  to  day,  at 
a  late  hour,  when  their  impatience  had  been  so 
fully  evinced,  was  the  indignation  which  I  felt 
at  the  attempt  made  by  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  resumed  his  seat,  being  himself  the  offender, 
to  throw  the  blame  and  (^ium  of  the  use  and 
influence  of  this  argument  upon  my  colleague 
and  the  injured  minority. 

When  Mr.  Bbown  had  concluded — 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs  to  postpone  inde- 
flnitely  was  decided  about  sunset,  by  yeas  and 
nays-— for  the  motion  42,  against  it  127. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mallaby  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole^  as  before  stated ;  and  the  question 
thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  thus*— 
for  the  amendment  61,  against  H  107. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Wh^le  in  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  report  of  the  select  conmiittoe, 
and  the  deciaon  was  as  follows :  for  concurring 
88,  against  it  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  the 
amendm^it  reported  by  the  select  committee 
was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Betolved^^rc;  That  the  SUte  «f  MisBOiiri  ahaU  b« 
admitted  into  the  Umoa  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  reipecta  whatever,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  never 
pasa  any  law  preventing  any  description  of  persona 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  atSd  State,  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  become^  d^izens  of  any  of  the 
States  of  thb  Union :  And  prodded^  abo,  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act^ 
shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmft  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  Ae  fourth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  anthentio  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  shall  annonnoe  the  fact ;  whereapoo, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Coogresa,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete :  And  provided, 
furiher,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right 
or  power  which  can  now  be  oonstitntionally  exercised 
by  any  of  the  original  States. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time — 

The  names  of  the  members  were  called  over. 
The  Clerk,  having  come  to  tJie  end  of  the  list, 
was  about  to  pronounce  the  result,  when 
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Hr.  Kent,  whose  delioate  state  of  health 
scarcely  enables  him  to  attend  the  House,  and 
who  was  not  in  the  Honse  when  his  name  was 
called,  requested  leave  to  record  his  name. 

Mr.  Jaokboit,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
except  that  he  was  within  the  walls  of  tlie 
House  when  his  name  was  called,  though  not 
within  the  bar,  made  the  same  request. 

The  Speaker  offered  to  receive  their  votes, 
if  there  was  a  unanimous  consent  to  his  receiv- 
ing them ;  the  rule  6f  the  House  peremptorily 
requiriDg  that  no  member  should  vote  on  any 
question  unless  he  was  within  the  bar  of  the 
House  when  his  name  was  called. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  voting. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  sensation  which  filled 
the  House,  that  the  vote  was  a  close  one, 
though  its  result  had  not  been  announced. 

Mr.  Clay,  finding  that  the  objection  to  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  withdrawn,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  forbids  a 
change  of  the  rule  without  one  day^s  notice,  in 
order  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  rule  which  for- 
bids  these  gentlemen  from  voting.  After  awhile, 
however,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  relying  on 
the  magnanimity  of  some  member  of  the  ma- 
jority to  move  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  proclaimed 
as  follows :  for  the  third  reading^  80,  against 
it  88. 

Yeas.— Meanrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Bfurbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Biyan,  Bader  of  Louidaua,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Tenu.,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Meroer, 
Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  XeHiion,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea« 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Savryer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Diddnson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gotham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hubert,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCullongh,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
lieech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
ly,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlin- 


son,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  whole  resolution,  amendment  and  all, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  LivEBMOEE,  who  had  objected  to  the 
above  contested  votes,  then  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  move  for  a  re- 
consideration of  this  question,  that  every  mem- 
ber might  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE,  with  the  view  of  afibrdiiig 
to  members  who  were  absent  yesterday  an  op- 
portunity of  voting  on  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  rose  to  carry  that  purpose  into  effect; 
and,  to  obtain  his  object,  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings,  by  striking 
therefrom  the  order  '^  that  the  Clerk  should  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  with  the  decision  of  this 
House  on  yesterday;"  that,  by  withholding 
that  Message,  he  might  be  enabled  to  move  the 
reconsideration  of  the  decision,  when  the  time 
should  arrive  at  which  such  a  motion  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Clat  seconded  the  motion,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of 
an  incident  which  occurred  at  the  last  session, 
on  a  question  of  reconsidering  the  final  vote  of 
the  House  on  the  Missouri  bill,  and  to  vindicate 
the  then  Speaker  of  the  House  from  a  presumed 
interference  on  that  occasion,  and  to  show  that 
the  Clerk  did  no  more  than  his  duty  required 
him  to  do,  in  carrying  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
without  waiting  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  as  pro- 
posed, was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Missouri. 

Mr.  Lives  MOBE  moved  to  reconsider  the  veto 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  as  amended,  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  that  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers might  be  as  general  as  possible,  moved  a 
call  of  the  House,  (Mr.  Livebhobe  having 
waived  his  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  this  motion.) 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  nega- 
tived— ^yeas  61,  nays  73. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  the 
reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion, from  motives  of  comity  to  other  members, 
and  yet  should  again  vote,  as  he  did  yesterday, 
against  the  resolution,  should  it  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Gabnxtt  said,  feeling,  as  he  did,  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  motion  for  reconsideration, 
and  as  his  vote  would  be  apparently  inconsistent 
with  that  he  had  yesterday  given  for  the  en- 
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gnnsment  of  the  resolntion,  it  was  a  doty  he 
owed  to  himself  to  state  the  reasons  which  in- 
flneoced  him.    When  he  first  came  to  the  House 
Te^erday,  he  had  read  the  amendment,  and  his 
unpreesioas  were  against  it.    He  had  therefore 
Toted  against  its  adoption.    His  attention,  how- 
ever, having  been  subsequently  attracted  to  the 
j»fma9,  he  had,  without  sufficiently  examining 
the  previous  part  of  the  resolution,  believed 
that  its  effect  was  to  do  away  and  render  nuga- 
tory all  its  provisions ;  and,  under  this  idea,  and 
m  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  voted  for 
engrossing  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  amend- 
ed. Subsequent  and  serious  reflection  had,  how- 
ever, induced  him  to  think  that  he  was  mis- 
taken as  to  the  effect  of  the  proviso,  and  that 
bis  first  impressions  were  correct    It  was,  per- 
haps, true,  that  it  was  calculated  to  do  away 
any  inequality  that  might  be  produced  by  the 
oooditions  of  the  resolution,  between  the  rights 
of  Missouri,  and  those  of  the  other  States, 
**when  admitted;"  but  it  was  an  attempt  to 
impoee  on  her  a  condition  previously  to  her  ad- 
mission, which  we  had  no  right  to  require  her 
to  perform.    How  was  it  possible  that  we  who 
think  that  Missouri  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, now  a  State,  and  that  she  is  only  kept 
out  of  the  Union  by  violence  and  injustice,  can 
believe  that  we  can  impose  on  her  any  condi- 
tion precedent  to  her  admission;  and  that  a 
condition,  too,  which  requires  her  to  relinquish 
a  right  which  she  can  now  exercise  in  common 
with  every  other  State  in  this  Union.    It  re- 
quires her  to  say  that  she  will  not  pass  any  law 
preventing  any  description  of  persons  who  now 
are,  or  may  hereafter  become,  citizens  of  any 
State,  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  Missouri. 
Now,  we  all  believe  that  she  has  the  power  to 
prevent  a  certain  description  of  persons  from 
coming  in  and  settling  in  the  State ;  and  I  am 
disposed  to  go  still  farther,  and  to  say,  that  she 
has  the  right  to  exclude  any  description  of  per- 
sons—even the  white  citizens  of  another  State ; 
for,  if  a  State  does  not  possess  this  right,  this 
obyioosly  absurd  consequence  follows — ^that  a 
State  could  not  banish  a  citizen  upon  any  pre- 
text whatever,  for  treason,  or  for  the  most  in- 
iiunons  crimes ;  for  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  become  a  citizen  of  another  State, 
when  he  might  return  and  reside  in  the  State 
from  which  he  was  banished,  in  spite  of  its 
laws.     But^  however  this  might  be,  we  all 
agree  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude  some 
description  of  persons,  even  though  citizens  of 
another  State ;  and,  agreeing  in  this,  we  cannot 
impose  any  precedent  condition  to  her  admis- 
noQ  requiring  her  to  abandon  this  right.    It 
was  useless  to  say  that  the  solemn  public  act  bv 
which  the  resolution  requires  her  to  relinquish 
this  right,  is  null.    If  it  was  so,  it  would  not 
Justify  our  supporting  it    If  you  analyze  the 
doctrine  in  its  extremest  possible  result,  the 
lesist  that  we  concede  by  the  resolution  is,  tliat 
Congress   can  impose  conditions  on  a  State 
which  are  null,  but  cannot  impose  any  which 
are  efilcient  and  operative.    But,  if  we  admit 


this  doctrine,  it  will  not  be  easy  always  to  dis- 
criminate between  conditions  that  are  null  and 
those  that  are  operative ;  and  if  we  concede  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  at  all, 
precedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  whether 
void  or  otherwise,  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
argument  against  their  constitutionality,  in  any 
future  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  impose 
such  conditions  on  Missouri  or  any  other  tiiuie. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a  few  remarks,  by  way 
of  protestation  against  the  proposed  reconsidera- 
tion. The  battle,  he  said,  had  been  fairly  fought, 
and  fairly  won— or  lost,  as  gentlemen  shoujd 
please  to  consider  it.  He  considered  the  pro- 
posed reconsideration  to  be,  under  the  circum- 
stances, contrary  to  parliamentary  usage,  and  as 
tending  to  prostrate  the  great  constitutional 
barriers  which  surround  the  powers  of  this 
House.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by  vouching  his  life 
for  it  that  this  question  might  be  settled  with- 
out recourse  to  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  regretting  the  unfortunate 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  having  to  meet 
objections  of  an  opposite  nature,  and  from  quar- 
ters of  the  House  whence  he  had  no  right  to 
expect  them.  Though  gentlemen  might  not  be 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  they 
ought  yet  to  vote  for  reconsideration,  that  the 
door  might  be  kept  open  for  a  different  amend- 
ment, if  a  different  one  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary. He  threw  himself  on  the  frankness  and 
courtesy  of  the  House,  to  allow  the  members 
who  were  absent  on  yesterday  an  opportunity 
of  recording  their  votes. 

Mr.  Floyd  intimated  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reconsideration,  but  stated  that  more  im- 
portant questions  than  this  had  been  lost  during 
his  observation,  by  the  absence  of  members 
from  their  seats.  Conceiving  that  a  remedy 
ought  to  be  provided  for  this  evil,  he  stated  his 
intention  of  moving,  at  some  time  during  the 
session,  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  House 
so  as  to  require,  that,  on  each  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  the  names  of  absentees  should  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journals,  designating  the  States 
which  they  respectively  represent 

After  some  further  conversation,  of  an  inci- 
dental nature — 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  taken, 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays :  For  the  recon- 
sideration 101,  and  against  it  66. 

So  the  House  determined  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate  in  its  amended  shape. 

The  question  then  again  presented  itself  in 
this  form :  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and,  with  the  resolution,  read  a  third  time  ? 

Mr.  Hacklet,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him,  aS  a  member  of  the  select  committee,  and 
on  the  subsequent  vote  in  the  House,  to  give  his 
suffrage  in  favor  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Fulleb  delivered  to  the  House  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution, not  believing  that  the  condition  annexed 
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to  the  admission  of  Hjssoori  obviates  the  objec- 
tion to  that  clause  of  her  constitution  whidi  is 
sapposed  to  conflict  with  the  Oonstitation  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  feel- 
ing it  his  painfiu  dnty,  upon  the  present  ooca- 
£>ion,  to  differ  from  those  with  whom  it  had 
been  his  pleasure  to  act  upon  almost  every 
proposition  concerning  Missouri,  he  trusted  he 
need  offer  no  apology  for  the  part  he  should 
take  in  consuming  the  valuable  time  of  the 
House.  He  would  not^  he  said,  detain  the  Mouse 
louag ;  he  knew  it  was  impatient  for  the  ques- 
tion, and  would  endeavor  to  state,  as  succinctly 
as  possible,  the  reasons  which  determined  the 
course  he  was  about  to  take.  Whatever,  Mr. 
E.  said,  might  be  his  views  upon  this  resolution, 
to  wliatever  condufiion  he  may  have  come,  he 
could  but  distrust  his  own  judgment  when  op- 
posed by  the  opinion  of  the  select  committee 
who  reported  it  to  the  House.  With  some  of 
the  members  of  that  committee,  he  said,  he  was 
wcU  acquainted ;  he  had  the  fullest  confidence 
in  their  abilities,  and  regretted  he  could  not  go 
along  with  them.  His  great  anxiety  to  put  to 
rest  this  distracting  subject  was  manifest  from 
hiH  course  hitherto ;  and  no  gentleman  could, 
for  a  moment)  believe  he  would  hedtato  to  vote 
for  any  proposition  to  admit  Missouri  which  his 
judgment  approved. 

He  had  bestowed  the  ftdlest  consideration 
upon  this  resolution,  and  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  support  it.  What,  sir,  is  the  first  mem- 
ber of  it  ?  It  is  declared  to  be  a  fundamental 
condition  upon  which  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  that  she  *^  shall  never  pass  any 
law  preventing  any  description  of  persons  from 
coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  saia  State,  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union."  Did  it,  he 
asked,  recite  in  so  many  words  the  clause  in 
Hie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares *Hhe  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States  9 "  Ko,  sir.  It  in 
truth  contained  our  own  construction  of  that 
clause ;  it  set  forth  our  own  opinion,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  of  the  obligation  it  imposed,  and 
we  demand  of  Missouri  submission  to  that 
opinion  as  a  sine  qua  rum  of  her  admission. 
And  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintaiuithis 
doctrine?  Would  they  tell  him  that  Congress 
possess  the  power  to  cut  down  and  restrict  the 
State  sovereignties  by  legislative  construction 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that,  too,  of  a 
clause  merely  to  restrain  the  legislative  discre- 
tion of  the  States  themselves  I  Establish  this 
doctrine,  and  to  what  will  it  lead  ?  What  will 
be  the  powers  of  this  Government,  and  where 
the  limit  to  them  ?  I  ask,  said  Mr.  E.,  do  gen- 
tiemen  mean  to  say,  that  whatever  may  be  our 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  what- 
ever rights  we  may  think  we  ourselves  possess, 
we  can  demand  of  a  State  who  asks  admission 
into  the  Union,  to  stipulate  she  will  adopt  the 
one  and  not  violate  the  other?    If  so,  what  is 


to  prevent  us  from  saying  to  JtGssouri,  to  Michi- 
gan, to  Arkansas,  or  any  other  Territory  who 
may  hereafter  apply  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Union,  **  we  have  a  right  to  promote  the 
internal  improvement  of  the  country  by  a  sys- 
tem of  roads  and  canals,  when,  how,  and  where 
we  please,  and  we  demand  of  you,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  admisrion,  a  stipulation  that  you  wfll 
pass  no  law  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  tlds 
right,  or,  indeed,  of  any  other  right  which  we 
may  imagine  we  possess?"  And  why  not? 
We  may  say  then,  as  now,  it  is  consistent  with 
our  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  and  we 
impose  no  new  obligation.  Sir,  I  will  never 
consent  to  establish  such  a  principle  by  my 
vote.  The  powers  of  tins  Gk)vemment  are 
mighty  enough ;  their  march  is  onwards ;  and 
I  wish  they  may  not  sooner  or  later  entirely 
absorb  the  powers  of  the  States.  He  knew  he 
should  be  told  that  his  objections  to  the  first 
proviso  were  obviated  by  the  last,  which  asserts 
that  Missouri,  when  admitted,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  original  States.  But  he  could 
not  so  view  it ;  whether  our  construction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  in  this  particular,  be 
right  or  wrong,  the  principle  still  remained. 
He  objected  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  by  Con- 
gress to  decide  for  the  States  the  extent  of  thdr 
political  powers. 

This  resolution  must  receive  such  a  construo- 
tion  as  will  (^ve  efifect  to  every  member  of  it, 
as  will  reconcile  all  its  parts.  And  was  he  to 
understand  gentiemen  to  say  that  Missouri, 
thus  restricted,  will  have  all  the  powers  of  the 
original  States ;  or  that  the  original  States  had 
the  same  powers,  and  no  more  than  she  had  ? 
Gentiemen  are  mistaken  when  they  say  the  im- 
port of  the  terms  '*  privileges  and  inmiunities^' 
is  remitted  to  judicial  cognizance ;  we  have  ouiv 
selves,  in  some  degree,  given  their  meaning. 
The  resolution  uses  the  words  *'any  descriptioa 
of  persons,"  and  declares  them  entitied  to  go 
to,  and  settle  in,  Missouri,  if  they  be  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States.  It  does  not  say  of  the  United 
States.  What  privileges  and  immunities  are 
secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  clause  in  question,  the  Le^slatures  of  tho 
States  must  decide,  subject  to  revision  by  tho 
Judiciary  ;  and  how  far  the  States  are  restrain- 
ed, in  this  respect^  there  is  much  difference  of 
opinion  even  in  this  House.  Let  Missoari^ 
then,  enjoy  the  rights  her  sister  States  possess; 
let  her  be  at  liberty,  as  they  are,  to  exponnd. 
the  Constitution  of  tiie  United  States  according 
to  her  sense  of  her  own  obligations  of  duty  and 
of  conscience. 

Mr.  Baitdolph  stated  some  of  the  grounds  on. 
which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution.     He 
considered  it  as  proposing  a  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  not  only  of  Ifissouri,  but  collaterally  of 
all  the  States,  of  the  Union^  to  mistaken  notiona 
of  expediency ;  and  entered  into  an  argumeat; 
to  support  that  position..    He  declared  hunself 
to  be  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  any  oondi 
tion  to  tiie  act  of  admis^on  of  Missouri. 
I     Mr.  Stobbs  followed,  in  an  argument  ia  sup* 
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port  of  the  resolation,  and  the  sufficiency  of  its 
provisions  to  obviate  the  objection  which  he 
had  entertained  to  the  naked  resolution  for  ad- 
miasion,  when  that  auestion  was  presented  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  He  earnestly 
deprecated  the  disposition  which  appeared  to 
prevail  with  some  gentlemen,  to  leave  Missoari 
in  a  state  of  disconnection  from,  and  independ- 
ence on,  the  Government^  proposing  to  do 
nothing  with  her  now,  and  promising  to  do 
nothing  more  hereafter,  &o. 

Mr.  Gi^BK,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows : 

Daring  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  the 
onestion  of  restricting  slavery  in  that  State  was 
oiaensBed,  I  supported  it,  in  every  instance,  by 
my  vote.  Congress^  however,  decided  against 
those  who  thon^t  and  acted  with  me  on  the 
question.  How  that  decision  was  obtained  I 
win  not  now  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
tbat  the  opponents  of  restriction  were  not  in- 
debted to  me  for  their  success,  either  by  my 
absence  or  by  a  change  of  my  vote.  But,  how- 
ever that  decision  was  obtained,  I  considered  it 
binding  on  €k>ngres8.  By  it  Congress  solemnly 
pledged  itself  to  Missouri,  that,  if  she  would 
present  a  constitution,  in  other  respects  repub- 
lican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  she  should  be  admitted  into 
this  Union.  I  considered  myself  bound  by  thb 
pledge.  I  have  no  alternative  left.  I  cannot 
ibr  a  moment  consent,  as  a  member  of  this 
Honse,  to  observe  a  Punic  fiuth  even  to  Mis- 
ionrL  I  know  it  is  objected  that  Missouri  has 
not  fulfilled  her  part  of  the  compact ;  that  her 
eonstitntion,  in  one  of  its  provisions,  is  repugn 
nant  to  that  of  the  United  States.  I  ame  that 
it  is.  But  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  repug- 
nant clause  was  inserted  with  intent  to  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tkm ;  and  we  certainly  are  warranted  in  judg- 
ing charitably  of  her  intentions,  when  we  re- 
flect that  several  of  the  States  have  enacted 
laws  of  the  same  tendency,  ahd  equally  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  common  judicial  maxim,  equally  appUoa- 
Ue  to  States  and  individuals,  that  every  one  is 
wegmned  innocent  until  proven  guilty.  Adopt- 
ing this  maxim,  we  cannot  yet  pronounce  sen- 
tence against  Missouri.  K  gentlemen  wUl  prove 
to  noe,  by  reasonable  argument^  that  we  are  not 
boond  l^  the  law  of  last  session,  and  ^at  we 
stiB  have  the  right,  consistent  with  good  faith, 
to  revive  the  question  of  the  restriction  of 
alaTefy  in  Missouri,  and  that  there  is  any,  even 
the  most  distant  hope  of  brining  it  to  a  suc- 
eeasfiil  termination,  I  will  go  with  them ;  for  I 
wish  It  distinctly  understood,  that  I  am  not  ex- 
eited  to  my  present  course  by  any  sympathy 
for  liiasonri ;  I  feel  none :  nor  am  I  prompted 
by  fear.  The  menaces  of  gentlemen  have  no 
influence  on  my  mind. 

Mr.  Sdoohb  spoke  as  follows : 

ICr.  Speaker,  m  rising,  principally  to  ask  for 
tiie  ayes  and  noes  on  this  now  apparency  des- 
perate resolution,  my  bosom  swells  with  emo- 
to  which  my  tongue  can  give  no  utterance. 


I  feel  myself  authorized  to  warn  gentiemen,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  that  tiie  nation  is 
heart-sick  of  this  question ;  and  I  do  believe,  if 
it  were  left  to  the  people^  Missouri  would  be 
declared  to  be  admitted  almost  by  acclamation. 
The  inhabitants  even  of  the  North  and  East 
abhor  the  existence  of  a  subject  which  has  be^ 
so  pressed  upon  Congress  as  not  only  to  occa- 
sion great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  but  to  agi- 
tate the  nation  from  Maine  to  Gleorgia;  and  al- 
though it  may  not  be  strictiy  parliunentary  to 
speak  of  information  coming  in  any  other  than 
an  official  shape,  yet  I  venture  to  assert,  upon 
that  on  which  I  place  the  most  implicit  reli- 
ance, that,  in  many  sections  of  the  Kew  Eng- 
land States,  there  is  a  vast  majority  in  favor  of 
unconditional  admission  1  Shall  I,  then,  on  a 
matter  of  such  moment,  of  such  national  im- 
portance, that  almost  every  day  it  exists  adds 
to  the  bad  feelings,  jealousies,  and  spirit  of  dis- 
union, so  destructive  to  our  peace,  stop  to  argue 
the  lawyer-like  and  attenuated  argument  of  the 
gentieman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomunboit,) 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
to  give  its  assent  to  the  proposition  submitted 
by  the  committee ;  a  proposition  most  ably  and 
zealously  vindicated  by  the  gentiemen  from 
Kentucky  and  from  New  York,  (Messrs.  Clat, 
FoBD,  and  Haoelbt.)  Sir,  this  is  no  time  to 
consider  technical  arguments  and  sceptical  ob- 
jections; it  is  the  time  to  insure  the  harmony 
of  the  country  by  a  settiement  of  this  ominous 
and  ill-boding  question. 

Mr.  Boss,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness  of  manner,  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  its  pro- 
visions were  inefficient  in  themselves ;  or,  being 
otherwise,  were  of  a  most  pernicious  tendency. 
He  consiaered  it  an  expedient  to  avoid  a  re- 
sponsibility which  gentlemen  were  afiiud  to 
meet  He  reprobat^  the  change  of  sentiment 
which  some  gentiemen  had  evinced,  and  inti- 
mated that,  if  honest  in  their  first  opinion,  they 
had  acted  dishonestiy,  or  under  the  infinence 
of  improper  motives  in  voting  difierentiy  now, 
&c 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  was  about  to  speak 
in  reply  to  ^.  Roes,  and  in  Vindication  .of  lus 
course  on  this  question- 
When  an  explanation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Ross,  which  induced  Mr.  L.  to 
waive  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Baldwdt,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  spoke 
eamestiy  in  support  of  this  resolution,  and  in 
reply  to  those  who  had  spoken  against  it  He 
invoked  those  whom  the  resolution,  as  it  now 
stood,  did  not  please,  to  say  expUcitiy  what 
would  please  them,  it  naving  been  decided  by  a 
large  majority  that  the  restriction  of  last  session 
was  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  upon 
one  point  of  the  resolution  which  had  been  par- 
ticularly objected  to. 

Mr.  PtNcxmr,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as 
f oUowB : 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
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make  it  inoambent  on  me  not  to  suffer  this 
question,  which  I  consider  the  final  one  on  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to 
pass  without  presenting  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  House.  These  reasons  are,  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  itself,  the  great  interest 
the  State  I  represent,  in  part,  has  in  it,  and,  not 
among  the  least,  the  frequent  calls  made  upon 
me  in  this  House,  and  references  in  the  other, 
as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  it  appears,  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  General  0onvention4hat  formed  the 
constitution,  I  first  proposed  in  that  bodj. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  most  awful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate 
and  distressing  subject.  On  the  decision  of  the 
question  before  you  is  to  depend  whether  we 
are  to  rise  in  harmony  with  each  other,  having 
made  the  necessary  provision  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
States,  or  to  reject  her  constitution,  and  leave 
her,  erected  as  she  completely  is,  by  our  own 
authority,  into  a  State,  unowned  and  unadmit- 
ted into  our  Union,  of  which,  under  the  foster- 
ing care  of  Government,  she  soon  bids  fair  to 
become  a  most  valuable  member. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  fnend, 
which  has  been  published,  at  least  this  sentence 
of  it :  ^^  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  por- 
tentous one  that  ever  threatened  our  Union. 
In  the  gloomiest  moments  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  1  never  had  auy  apprehension  equal  to 
that  1  feel  from  this  source."  I  agree  perfectly 
with  hiiu,  and  join  those  gentlemen  in  opinion 
who  consider  this,  beyond  all  comparison,  the 
second  question  in  point  of  importance,  which 
has  been  agitated  among  us  since  our  revolt 
from  the  parent  State.  The  fiirst  was  the 
memorable  declaration  which  confirmed  the 
Union,  and  gave  birth  to  the  independence  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  only  one  which  may, 
in  its  consequences,  lead  to  the  dissolution  of 
that  very  Union,  and  prove  the  death-blow  of 
all  the  political  happiness  and  national  impor- 
tance once  so  rationally  to  be  expected  from  it. 
I  feel  myself  authorized  to  express  this  fear  by 
the  fact,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  have 
now  thrown  off  the  veil,  and  expressly  declare 
their  intention  is  to  leave,  if  possible,  this  ques- 
tion to  the  next  Congress ;  to  leave  to  them, 
unfettered  by  any  act  of  ours,  the  power  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  true  interest  of  the  Union  may 
then  make  it  necessary  to  produce  anew,  and 
struggle  for  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  on 
slavery  in  Missouri,  which  has,  during  the  three 
last  sessions,  shaken  the  Union  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. They  openly  avow  that  they  do  not 
consider  themselves  bound  by  the  compact  of 
the  last  year,  confining  that  restriction  to  the 
territory  north  of  86  degrees  80  minutes,  but 
aver,  if  they  have  strength  enough  to  do  so, 
their  intention  to  leave  the  next  Congress  free 
to  decide  it  as  they  please. 

In  considering  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor 


to  prove  to  you  that  Missouri,  in  complying  with 
the  act  of  Congress  of  tlie  last  session,  has  sub- 
mitted to  you  the  very  best  republican  consti- 
tution I  have  ever  seen ;  one  not  only  superior 
to  that  of  tiie  other  States,  but  even  to  the 
boasted  one  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  if 
she  has,  without  the  least  intention  to  violate 
it,  inserted  the  article  respecting  the  prohibition 
of  free  nesroes  and  mulattoes,  she  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  not  only  having  done  it  under  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  but  I  may  almost  be  justi- 
fied in  saying  under  their  reconunendation. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  it 
will  be  found,  that  while  it  has  carefully  avoid- 
ed all  those  defects  which  time  and  experience 
have  discovered  in  the  constitutions  of  the  other 
States,  it  has  wisely  ingrafted  all  their  excel- 
lences, and  made  additions  of  others  heretofore 
omitted  or  not  thought  ot  The  first  branch  of 
her  Legislature  is,  contrarv  to  all  the  others, 
except  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  elected 
for  two  years,  thereby  avoiding  the  idmost  con- 
tinual irritation  and  intrigue  incident  to  annual 
elections,  while  sufficiently  short  to  continue 
the  Representative  as  connected  with  his  con- 
stituents, as  he  ought  to  be.  The  Senate  are 
elected  for  a  longer  term,  and  with  a  proper  ro- 
tation, so  as  to  unite  nrmness,  stabilify,  and 
system,  with  a  due  degree  of  dependence  and 
responsibility.  Their  Executive  is  elected  for 
four  years,  possesses  the  same  revisionary  power 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  does,  and 
has  exactly  that  permanence,  nomination  to 
office,  and  patronage,  which  an  Executive  ought 
to  have,  to  give  weight  and  respectability  to 
his  office,  and  no  more. 

Her  Judiciary  are  wisely  appointed,  and  are 
completely  independent  in  the  tenure  of  their 
office  and  salaries,  all  the  provisions  it  has  made 
for  the  government  of  their  militia,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  knowledge  among  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  their  country,  do  honor  to  the  talents 
that  formed  the  constitution,  while  those  whidi 
provide  for  the  humane  treatment  of  slaves  by 
their  masters,  and  their  trial  by  jnry,  and  pun- 
ishment in  the  same  mitnner  as  the  whites,  and 
make  the  murder,  or  dismemberment  of  a  slavey 
punishable  as  if  committed  on  a  free  white  per- 
son, are  honorable  and  liberal  improvements  on 
the  policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  other 
States  in  these  respects;  the  declaration  of 
rights  annexed  to  their  constitution  recogniies 
and  establishes  all  the  great  and  indispensable 
principles  of  free  government ;  in  short,  in  every 
thing  except  witJi  respect  to  those  provisions 
which  are  held  to  interfere  witli  its  claim  to 
admission  into  the  Union,  Missouri  must  appear 
to  every  impartial  man  to  have  done  herself 
credit  by  her  constitution,  of  which  the  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  general  suffrage,  or,  in  other 
words,  equal  political  rights,  is  Uie  basis. 

I  have  said  no  other  State  constitution  is 
comparable  to  it,  and  to  prove  this,  for  brerity 
sake,  let  us  shortly  examine  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts^  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  we  ahall,  as  republican 
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fljstema^  find  them  far  inferior  indeed  to  Mis- 
souri ;  and  as  the  question  is  on  the  acceptance 
of  her  constitation,  and  admission  into  the 
Union,  this  examination  becomes  peooliarly 
proper. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
70a  find  it  free  from  all  these  defects ;  and^  as 
the  great  question  now  before  us  is  the  accept- 
ance of  her  constitution  and  admission  into  the 
UnicHi,  I  wish,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  show  to 
ih»  people  of  this  country  its  excellence  and 
niperioritj,  as  a  republican  one,  over  those  of 
the  important  States  I  have  mentioned,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  others,  that  they  may  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  whether  it  can  be  possible  so  ex- 
eeDent  a  system  can  be  rejected  for  the  trifling 
reason  that  it  inadvertently  contains  a  provision 
prohibiting  the  settlement  of  free  negroes  and 
mnlattoes  among  them,  or  whether  it  is  not  in- 
finitely more  probable  that  otiier  reasons  of  a 
maxh.  more  serious  nature,  and  pregnant  with 
the  most  disastrous  events  to  the  future  union 
and  peace  of  these  States,  are  at  the  bottom  of 
this  unexpected  and  inexcusable  opposition. 
My  reason  for  being  of  this  opinion  is,  that  if 
this  was  not  the  case  the  course  of  their  pro- 
oeeding  on  this  subject  would  have  been  most 
probably  as  follows:  There  would  have  been, 
as  there  must  inevitably  have  been,  a  unanimous 
i^probation  of  every  part  of  the  system  except 
this  prohibitorr  clause,  and  this  would  have 
been  oonsidereo,  as  it  certdnly  is,  nothing  more 
than  a  strong  recommendation  from  the  con- 
vention that  formed  the  constitution  to  l^e  fu- 
ture Legislature,  which  might  or  might  not 
comply  with  it,  after  giving  it  a  much  more  full 
sod  deliberate  examination  than  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  convention  to  do,  as,  in  their 
opinion,  was  most  consistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  the  interest  of 
th^  own  State.  If  the  convention  had  not 
determined  to  leave  it  wholly  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature,  why  did  they  not,  in  express 
terms,  dedare  that  no  free  mulattoes  or  negroes 
should  ever  be  allowed  to  enter  into  Missouri, 
and  make  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  ?  It  was 
easy  to  have  fiWed  a  short  article  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  not  to  have  made  the  intervention  of 
the  T^^lature  necessary ;  besides,  what  diows 
that  the  Legislature  are  of  this  opinion  is,  that 
as  fiu*  as  we  know,  they  have  hitherto  passed 
Bo  such  law,  and,  if  they  should  not,  where  is 
there  a  penalty  annexed  to  their  not  doing  so, 
or  where  is  the  power  to  compel  them  ?  But  I 
now  proceed  to  state,  in  my  opinion,  the  article 
IS  not  an  unconstitutional  one ;  and  that,  even 
if  it  was^  it  might  be  considered,  in  some  de- 
gree, as  sanctioned  virtually,  or  tacitly  recom- 
mended by  Congress. 

I  say  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitu- 
tional, for  the  following  reasons,  in  which  I 
mean  briefly  to  answer  to  the  call  that  has  been 
made  upon  me :  It  appears  by  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  I  was  Uie  only  member 
of  that  body  that  ever  submitted  the  plan  of  a 


constitution  completely  drawn  in  articles  and 
sections ;  and  this  having  been  done  at  a  very 
early  stage  of  their  proceedings,  the  article  on 
which  now  so  much  stress  is  laid,  and  on  the 
meaning  of  which  the  whole  of  this  question  is 
made  to  turn,  and  which  is  in  these  words :  ^'  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitied  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  in  every  State, '^  hav- 
mg  been  made  by  me,  it  is  supposed  I  must 
know,  or  perfectiy  recollect,  what  I  meant  by 
it.  In  answer,  I  say  that,  at  the  time  I  drew 
that  constitution,  I  perfectiy  knew  that  there 
did  not  then  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  as 
a  black  or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have 
conceived  it  posmble  such  a  thing  could  ever 
have  existed  in  it ;  nor,  notwithstanding  all  that 
is  said  on  the  subject,  do  I  now  believe  one  does 
exist  in  it ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  this,  the  only 
true  question  for  consideration  is,  what  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  ?  And  I  now  answer, 
as  we  consider  one  in  the  State  to  which  I  be- 
long. 

In  South  Carolina  we  consider  all  white  per- 
sons born  in  the  same,  or  adopted  according  to 
law,  to  be  citizens,  and  entitied,  as  such,  to  all 
the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  where  not  disabled 
by  something  personal  to  themselves.  Their 
privileges  vary  according  to  their  sex  and  situa- 
tion. Females  are  wholly  excluded  from  a  right 
to  vote,  or  to  office,  and  are  confined  to  their 
proper  sphere ;  but  all  males  bom  in  the  State, 
or  in  the  United  States,  after  a  certain  residence 
in  that  State,  or  adopted  according  to  law,  are 
equal,  except  dergvmen,  who,  on  account  of 
their  office,  are  excluded  from  the  Legislature. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  they  are  all  enrolled  into 
the  militia,  and  serve  as  the  defenders  of  their 
countrv.  At  twenty-one  they  are,  from  our 
general  suffrage  law,  qualified  to  vote,  to  serve 
on  iuries,  and  to  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature, 
and  aU  offices  except  two,  which  require  greater 
age.  They  have  a  right  to  sue,  and  are  liable 
to  be  sued ;  to  take  a  freehold,  and  hold  prop* 
erty.  They  are  all  entitied  to  the  trial  by  j  ury, 
and  intermarry  at  any  age. 

This,  and  this  alone,  is  called  a  citizen  there; 
and  nothing  less  than  this  can,  in  my  opinion, 
constitute  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
let  us  compare  this  v>hiU  citizen  of  the  South 
with  the  llach  or  colored  man,  such  as  he  is  in 
the  Eastern  or  Korthem  States;  and  then  let 
it  be  seen  whether,  for  the  protection  of  the 
comparatively  few  rights  of  such  a  being  as  he 
is— of  a  person  so  situated,  so  unlike  a  citizen, 
and  so  almost  wholly  without  his  privileges — 
gentlemen  can  be  serious  in  refusing  tilie  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  and  risking  tiie  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  States  had 
slaves ;  the  Northern  and  Eastern  to  a  consid- 
erable amount,  and  the  Southern  to  a  much 
more  numerous  one.  The  former,  extremdy 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  them,  passed  laws  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  and,  by  their  ill- 
treatment.,  by  the  contempt  they  exhibited  for 
them,  and  the  marked  line  of  distinction  drawn 
between  them  and  the  whites,  I  am  told,  in  the 
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Eastern  States,  they  have  almost  driven  the 
whole  of  them  away — ^many  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  more  to  the  Southern  States ;  so  that  in  the 
six  Eastern  States,  I  am  informed,  not  more,  at 
present,  than  a  few  thousand  remain. 

And  nere  let  me  ask,  how  have  they  effected 
this?  Why,  as  I  have  Just  said,  hy  treating 
them,  on  every  occasion,  with  the  ihost  marked 
contempt — ^hy  never  employing  them  when 
whites  can  be  procured,  thus  reducing  them  to 
great  penury  and  distress — ^by  refusing  to  trust 
them  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  en- 
rolling them  in  their  militia — by  denying  them 
the  right  to  serve  on  juries,  or  in  their  courts 
to  give  credit  to  their  oaths  in  suits  where 
whites  are  concerned — ^by  preventing  their 
marrying,  under  heavy  penalties,  with  the 
whites — and  by  even  remsing  to  them  the  right 
of  remaining  more  tha^  two  months  in  their 
State,  under  penalty  of  whipping ;  thus  show- 
ing that,  so  fir  from  wishing  to  treat  or  con- 
sider them  as  citizens,  they  view  the  mixture 
of  their  blood,  and  any  connection  with  them, 
as  a  disgrace  to  the  whites.  The  only  solitary 
privilege  which  it  seems  is  granted  them,  is,  on 
pressing  occasions,  where  votes  are  wanted, 
these  degraded  beings  are  frequently,  in  a  most 
improper  state,  draped  to  the  polls,  with  tick- 
ets in  their  hands  which  tiiey  cannot  read,  and 
compelled,  by  men  under  whose  influence  they 
are  obliged  to  act,  to  disgrace,  in  the  most 
shameful  manner,  the  highest  privilege  our  Be- 
public  boasts,  and  which,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
IS  in  no  other  country  equally  degraded,  as  by  a 
view  of  their  condition,  and  the  manner  the 
blacks  are  treated  in  Europe,  will  presently  be 
shown.  And,  perhaps,  this  is  the  proper  place 
to  remark,  that  it  was  impossible  for  Missouri 
to  have  held  any  other  opinions  on  this  subject 
than  those  she  did,  when,  in  addition  to  all  uiis, 
she  well  knew  Congress  had  never,  by  their 
laws,  naturalized  any  but  whites,  or  admitted 
any  other  to  be  enrolled  into  the  militia,  or 
had,  by  any  act,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  ac- 
knowledged or  considered  a  blade  or  colored 
man  as  a  citizen. 

I  jQnd  it  difScult  to  say  what  opinion  ought  to 
be  attached  to  the  perseverance  which  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  have  exhibited  for  three 
successive  sessions,  on  this  occasion,  in  strug- 
gling to  establish  the  points  for  which  they 
have  contended,  and  in  which  they  have  shown 
80  little  attention,  or  have  had  bo  little  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  their  brethren  of  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  It  must  have  arisen  either 
from  a  wish  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  separate 
themselves  from  the  slaveholding  States,  or 
ftom  a  total  want  of  knowledge  of  the  distinc- 
tion which  has.  from  time  immemorial,  existed 
in  the  civilized  world,  between  the  black  and 
white  race,  and  the  strong  and  immovable  line 
which  has  separated,  and  will  for  ever  continue 
to  separate,  them  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  of  this  Union. 

There  can  be  no  question  what  the  opinion 
of  Europe  is  as  to  the  black  race ;  £or  there  the 


line  of  distinction  is  as  strongly  drawn  as  it  is 
between  the  whites  and  them  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  Nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the 
modems ;  the  same  opinion  was  entertained  by 
the  ancients  of  the  then  civilized  world  as  existo 
at  present. 

In  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the  interior  of 
Africa,  where  the  black  race  were  first  found, 
it  is  natural  to  turn  our  attention  to  what  it  has 
been  from  the  earliest  ages  we  are  acquainted 
with.  In  doing  so  we  find  that,  of  all  the  quar- 
ters of  the  glol^  this  is  the  only  one  which  re- 
nuiins  completely  unaltered  from  the  creation 
until  the  present  moment.  The  African  man  is 
still  as  savage  as  ever— -he  is  as  unchanged  as 
the  lion  or  tiger  which  roams  in  the  same  forests 
with  himself. 

It  may  be  asked.  Why  this  unchanged  situa- 
tion while  always  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
within  the  reach  of  all  the  most  civilized  part 
of  the  then  known  world  ?  Why  should  eveiy 
part  yield  to  the  extension  of  learning  and  the 
arts,  while  the  Africans  still  continued  the  bar- 
barous and  cannibal  race  the^  were  from  the 
beginning  t  The  reason  is  plam  from  the  only 
data  givea  us  to  judge  from.  They  certainly 
must  have  been  created  with  less  intellectual 
powers  than  the  whites,  and  were  most  proba- 
bly intended  to  serve  them,  and  be  the  instru- 
ments of  their  cultivation.  A  strong  reason  in 
favor  of  this  opinion  of  their  inferiority  to  the 
whites  is,  there  never  having  been  one  of  the 
race,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  taken  with 
them,  that  has  attained  any  thing  like  what 
may  be  termed  mediocrity  in  learning;  and, 
for  this  and  other  reasons,  some  of  the  most 
able  philosophers  in  both  continents,  among 
whom  may  be  named  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, have  invariably  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timents. 

Such,  too,  has  unquestionably  been  the  opinion 
of  all  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe ; 
or  else,  when  England,  and  Spain,  and  France, 
and  Holland  had,  by  the  discovery  of  America, 
acquired  colonies  there,  why  did  they  instantly 
send  their  ships  to  Africa,  to  stock  them  wi^ 
slaves,  and  to  no  other  place  ?  Why  not  send 
to  Ana,  or  take  the  native  Indians  in  their 
neighborhood,  and  emplov  them  ?  The  reason 
was,  that  they  found  no  other  part  of  the  human 
race  so  inferior  in  intellect  to  the  whites  as  the 
Africans,  or  none  which  it  can  be  so  fairly  pre- 
sumed were  created  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
them. 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  England.  It 
is  true,  in  the  case  of  Somerset,  her  courts  de» 
termined  no  human  being  could  be  held  in 
slavery  in  England,  but  Siere  they  stopped. 
Ton  never  have  heard  of  any  of  the  colored 
race  being  admitted  to  the  rights  of  British 
snljects  so  far  as  to  vote  at  their  elections,  to 
serve  on  juries,  to  be  admitted  to  swear  in  their 
courts ;  to  be  enrolled  in  their  militia;  or  to  be 
eligible  to  Parliament ;  or  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor  or  profit  under  their  Government. 

In  their  colonies  they  keep  them  in  abject 
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dftvery,  perhaps  more  so  than  exists  in  any  part 
of  the  worldf  not  even  excepting  the  Portngnese 
or  Spanish  ookmies. 

In  the  dominions  of  France  in  Europe,  they 
earrythe  exdnsion  of  the  hlaclcs  farther  than  in 
any  jSoropean  nation ;  for,  hy  an  ordinance  of 
France,  issued  long  ago  hy  one  of  their  mon- 
archs,  and  still  in  force,  they  are  forbid  to  en- 
ter, and  all  persons  are  forbid  to  bring  them, 
under  severe  penalties,  into  France ;  stating  in 
the  ordinance,  among  the  principal  reasons 
which  induced  it,  the  determination  of  the 
French  Government  to  prevent  anv  intermix- 
tnre  between  the  white  and  black  blood.  It  is 
not  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  discusBion  whidi 
took  place  the  last  session,  on  the  restriction, 
the  able  Senator  whose  recent  death  is  so  justly 
deplored  as  a  public  loss,  should  have  used  ex- 
actly the  same  reasons  in  support  of  it. 

We  are,  sir,  very  fond  of  imitating  the  Ro- 
mans in  every  thing  we  can,  without  inquiring 
how  £ur,  from  the  very  different  nature  of  our 
Government,  it  was  strictly  appropriate.  We 
have,  in  imitation  of  them,  made  Hie  most 
ferooona  of  all  the  birds  of  prey  our  national 
standard,  and  named  the  edihce  in  which  we 
are  now  legislating,  the  OapitoL  Why  not  fol- 
tow  them  in  their  opinions  respecting  the  Afri- 
can raoef  Rome  was  well  acquainted  with 
them.  %e  had  carried  her  victorious  ea^es  to 
Oarthage,  and  afterwards  to  Alexandria;  they 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  AfHca, 
whose  inhabitants  were  essentially  different 
from  those  of  Carthage  and  Egypt  in  color,  and 
infinitely  their  inferiors  in  intellect.  They 
were^  as  they  are  now,  cannibalB  and  barbari- 
aiHL  So  fiur  from  any  oi  them,  or  their  de- 
aeendantSb  ever  having  been  considered  as  citi- 
aeos  by  tne  Romans,  it  does  not  appear  they 
even  eondesoended  to  make  them  their  slaves ; 
for,  like  the  Grec^  all  t^^e  slaves  amouff  the 
Romans  were  white.  It  is,  therefore,  probable 
that,  like  the  French  in  EuropcL  they  disdained 
to  mix  the  Roman  blood  with  tnem.  How  dif- 
ferent must  have  been  their  opinions  and  fed- 
11^  from  those  of  oar  Northern  and  Eastern 
brethren,  who  now  not  only  consent  to  receive 
and  eberiah  them  themselves,  but  wish  to  throw 
m  upon  IGsBOUii  and  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  in  the  shape  of  citizens,  the 
very  race  which  Rome  refused  to  receive  and 
Qse  as  slaves! 

Bat,  or,  it  will  be  Imposnble  for  them  to 
•ocoeed*  The  distinction  which  has  existed 
from  the  earliest  ages,  in  Europe  and  in  Amer- 
ica, lh>m  its  discovery  and  settlement,  down  to 
the  present  moment^  can  never  be  removed. 
Instead  of  diminishing,  the  very  discussion  of 
this  qoestion  wiU  increase  its  strength,  as  is  now 
daily  proved  by  the  laws  which  have  Just  passed, 
and  others  of  a  similar  character  now.unaer  dis- 
cosaion  in  the  Southern  States,  and  which  never 
would  have  been  passed  but  for  this  attempt ; 
one  much  more  dangerous  and  alarming  than 
that  of  the  last  session;  it  has  come  most  unex- 
pectedly on  them. 


They,  in  common  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  supposed  that  the  question  had  been  put 
at  rest  for  ever — ^they  viewed  the  compromise  as 
binding  in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union — 
they  had  the  good  sense  to  know  that,  in  a 
goyemment  so  extensive  as  this,  and  differing 
in  its  climate  and  productions,  and  consequent- 
ly in  its  interests,  that  every  thing  ranst  be  done 
by  compromiBC — ^that  the  OonsStution  of  the 
United  States  itself  was  the  work  of  compro- 
mise, and  in  nothing  so  remarkably  and  of  such 
importance  as  on  the  very  subject  of  slavery,  in 
not  only  consenting  the  Southern  States  diould 
have  a  representation  for  their  slaves,  but  ffoing 
the  very  extraordinary  length  further  in  allow- 
ing them,  if  they  pleased,  to  keep  the  African 
trade  open  for  twenty  years — ^and  that  this  con- 
stitution of  compromise  was  formed  by  a  body 
of  men,  at  least  as  well-informed  and  disin- 
terested, and  as  much  the  lovers  of  freedom  and 
humanity,  as  may  probably  ever  again  be  as- 
sembled in  this  country;  while  therefore  the 
constitutional  compromise  ia,  as  it  hod  always 
been,  strictly  adhei^  to,  they  can  see  no  reason 
why  on  the  same  subject  the  compromise  of  the 
last  session  should  not  be — ^diey  fear  that  the 
mere  admission  of  a  few  f^e  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  cannot  be  the  true  cause  of  all  these  ex- 
ertions, and  of  all  this  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  of  this  House,  but  that  some 
thing  of  greater  importance  is  intended,  by  the 
astonishing  anxiety  now  shown  to  keep  the 
question  open  to  the  next  session. 

If  this  was  not  the  case,  I  should  have  sup- 
posed a  train  of  reasoning  something  like  the 
following  ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House. 
The  constitution  of  Missouri,  now  under  exam- 
ination, is  formed  truly  republican,  and  indeed 
excellent  in  all  its  provisions,  except  the  one 
objected  to — ^in  defence  of  this  it  is  asserted 
that  it  is  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  no  free  negro  or  mulatto 
in  any  of  the  Sflktes,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  can  be  considered  as  a 
citizen. 

That,  except  in  the  solitary  right  to  vote  in  a 
few  Northern  States,  he  is  destitute  of  every 
other  qualification,  and  that  until  they,  either 
by  an  alteration  of  their  constitution  or  laws, 
admit  him  to  a  full  participation  of  all  the  po- 
litical rights  of  their  white  citizens,  neither  the 
Supreme  Court  or  any  other  could  consider  him 
as  such — ^that  Missouri  having  no  idea  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  thing  as  a  black  or  colored 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  knowing  that 
all  the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  for 
many  years  passed  laws  to  the  same  effect, 
which  laws  are  well  known  to  Congress,  being 
at  this  moment  in  their  library  and  within  the 
walls  of  the  Capitol,  and  which  were  never  be- 
fore objected  to  by  them  or  their  courts,  they 
were  no  doubt  warranted  in  supposing  they 
had  the  same  right.  I  repeat  here  wLut  1  as- 
serted before,  as  I  think  it  an  argument  of  great 
weight,  that  the  silence  of  Congress  on  the  an- 
tecedent laws  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
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States,  on  this  very  subject,  might  indeed  be 
fairly  considered  as  a  sanction  to  the  proceed- 
ing, or,  might  we  not  go  farther  and  say,  this 
silence  of  Congress  ought  to  be  considered  as 
full  proof  that  they  knew  the  imminent  danger 
there  was  in  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
admitting  such  persons,  and,  therefore,  on  every 
occasion  where  they  were  passed  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  them,  and  to  go  a  little  further, 
might  not  this  acquiescence,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  maxim  long  received  among  jurists, 
and  agreed  to,  "  Qui  nonprohibety  quandopro- 
hibere  potest,  jubet,^^  be  viewed  as  at  least  a 
kind  of  tacit  or  implied  recommendation? 

As  to  the  idea  which  has  been  frequently 
thrown  out  in  this  debate,  that  Missouri  knew 
it  was  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  and  not- 
withstanding did  it,  as  it  were,  to  defy  Con- 
gress, it  is  the  most  unfounded  one  imaginable. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  by  her  constitution 
she  has  done  every  thing  with  respect  to  slaves 
she  consistently  could  to  recommend  it  to  Con- 
gress ;  she  certainly  has  done  every  thing  she 
could,  with  propriety,  to  better  their  situation, 
and  to  display  a  very  kind  and  humane  dispo- 
sition towards  them ;  they  are  carefully  guarded 
from  bodily  injury;  a  fair  trial  is  secured  to 
them,  and,  from  the  provisions  respecting  equal- 
ity of  punishment,  no  unusual  severity  can  ever 
be  exercised  towards  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  if  thev  had  had  the 
most  remote  idea  that  the  article  objected  to 
would  have  been  considered  as  offensive  or  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  have  inserted  it ;  for  what 
purpose  could  they  wish  to  irritate  a  Govern- 
ment from  which  they  had  every  thing  to  ex- 
pect, whose  protecting  arm  was  necessary  to 
their  growth  and  happiness,  and  whose  reftlsal 
to  accept  their  constitution  and  admit  them 
into  the  Union  must  involve  them  in  difficulties 
of  the  most  inconvenient  if  not  serious  nature? 
No,  sir,  the  idea  of  its  being  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  could  never  have  been  conceived 
by  them,  much  less  could  they  have  supposed 
it  should  have  been  considered  as  a  defiance  of 
your  authority.  They  certainly  had  no  such 
ideas,  and  if  every  other  part  of  their  constitu- 
tion is  in  complete  accoroance  with  your  act — 
if  all  the  rest  of  it  is  strictly  republican,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  even  supposing,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
that  this  article  or  recommendation,  or  call  it 
:v7hat  you  please,  might  be  thought  to  clash 
with  it,  will  you  suffer  a  single  clause  or  article 
to  give  a  cliaracter  to  the  whole,  and  while  you 
confess,  which  no  man  can  deny,  that  all  the 
rest  is  excellent,  that  this  single  article  shall 
suspend  your  admission  of  her  into  the  Union, 
and  leave  you  exposed  to  tlie  difficulties  such  a 
state  of  things  must  produce  ?' 

Mr.  FoED,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  in  vin- 
dication of  his  course  on  this  subject,  and  in 
warm  reply  to  Mr.  Rosses  remarks  casting 
blame  on  those  whose  course  had  been  the 
same  as  that  of  Mr.  Fobd. 


Mr.  CiAT  concluded  the  main  debate,  by  a 
speech  of  about  an  hour^s  length,  in  which  he 
alternately  reasoned,  remonstrated,  and  en- 
treated with  the  House,  to  settle  forever  this 
agitating  question,  by  passing  the  resolution  be- 
fore it 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  geude- 
man  from  Ohio,  who  had  made  an  allosion  to 
him,  as  if  addressed  to  him  by  name,  with  a 
direct  charge  of  inconsistency,  to  rise  in  his 
own  defence,  and  to  repel  the  charge ;  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  excuse  him  for 
trespassing  on  their  patience. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  would  inform  that  gentle- 
man that  my  course,  during  the  whole  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  during  the  last  as  well  as 
the  present  session,  has  been  regulated  by  one 
uniform  principle,  viz :  a  sacred  regard  to  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  has 
been  my  pole  star.  Believing,  as  I  did,  that 
the  constitution  did  not  warrant  the  imposition 
of  the  restriction,  I  voted  against  it. 

With  the  same  regard  to  my  oath,  to  support 
that  constitution,  I  voted  against  the  resolution 
for  the  unconditional  admission  of  Missouri,  at 
the  present  session,  because  her  constitution 
cont^ns  an  article  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  does  not  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  act  of  last  session. 

And,  sir,  I  must  say,  I  can  never  vote  for  her 
admission  on  any  other  condition  than  that 
Congress  require  that  this  offensive  article  be 
expunged.  Self-respect,  and  a  due  regard  to 
our  laws,  require  it  And  I  demand  of  that 
gentleman  to  show  the  inconsistency. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  82,  nays 
88,  as  follows : 

YeaSw — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of 
Viiginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Baylyi 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Sut- 
ler of  LonisiBna,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Floyd, -Ford,  Gray,  Goyon, 
HacUey,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HiU, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Viiginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  Mb- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs^ 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomezy,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Beid, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Stozn, 
Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  WarfieU, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massacbuaetts^ 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Connectionty  Edwaids  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards 
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«f  North  Carolina,  EustiB,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Foirest, 
Fii]kr,  Gamett,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylyama,  Hall  of  New  York,  HemphiU, 
Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Einsey,  Kin^eVy  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Liver- 
auoare,  Madaj,  McCulloiigh,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meecdi,  MoneU,  R  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
br,  Mniraj,  Nelson  of  MassaolniMtts,  Parker  of 
Massachnsetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Plnmer,  ^ando^h,  Bicb,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rog- 
ers, Rosa,  Ross,  Serjeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street, 
Strimg  of  Vermomt,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tair, 
Tooilinaon,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  ReniBselaer, 
Wallaoe,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resoludon  was  rejected. 


Wjednesdat,  Febmary  4. 

Bleeticm  qfFtendmt  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Olay,  from  the  Joint  Oommittee,  to 
whom  the  Bubject  had  been  referred,  reported 
the  following  reeolatlons: 

Setoived,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
ths  Chamber  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  on 
Wednesday,  the  14th  Febmaiy,  1821,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  shall  be  the  presimng  officer  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  shall  be  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Hooae ;  that  two  persons  be  appointed  tellers 
on  the  part  of  the  Hoose,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes 
as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be 
dslrrered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall 
untu^nt^  the  State  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elect- 
ed, to  the  two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected 
Preudent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  rotes,  be  entered  on 
the  Journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Resolved,  That,  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the 
votet  of  Missouri,  and  ihe  counting  or  omitting  to 
eoont  which  shall  not  essentially  change  the  result 
of  the  election ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  man- 
ner: Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the 
renlt  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United 

States, votes;  if  not  counted,  for  A.  B.  as  Presi- 

dsDt  of  the  United  States, votes;  but  in  either 

event  A.  B.  is  elected  President  of  the  United  States ; 
tad.  m.  tha  same  manner  for  Vice  President 

Mr,  Clat  offered  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  considerations  which  governed  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  reported.  As  convenience  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Senate  to  meet  this  House 
here,  in  its  own  Hall,  it  was  due  to  that  body, 
by  courtesy  and  propriety,  that  the  President 
■hould  be  invited  to  presiae,  he  being  the  officer 
dedgnated  by  the  constitution  to  perform  a 
eertain  duty  appertaining  to  the  occasion  which 
ealled  the  two  Houses  together.  As  to  the 
second  resolution,  the  state  of  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  was  well  known, 
though  unofficially,  and,  as  the  votes  of  Mia- 
soori  could  not  affect  the  result,  it  was  consid- 
ered by  the  committee,  to  obviate  tbe  unpleas- 
ant difficulty  which  would  otherwise  arise  in 
the  joint  meeting,  better  to  provide  for  the 

Voi.  vn-— 8 


case  in  the  manner  proposed.  This  course  was 
deemed  by  the  committee  the  most  expedient, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  and  he  hoped,  the 
House  would  adopt  it,  the  more  especially  aff 
the  Senate  had  already  concurred  in  it. 

The  ouestion  was  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  without  a  division,  though 
several  nays  were  heard. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  second  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  Eandolfh  said  he  could  not  consent  to 
this  special  verdict,  as  it  had  been  called,  in  the 
case  of  Missouri.  He  could  not  recognize  in 
this  House  or  the  other  House,  sin^y,  or  con- 
jointly, the  power  to  decide  on  the  votes  of  any 
State.  Suppose,  he  said,  you  strike  out  Mis- 
souri, and  insert  South  Carolina,  which  also 
has  a  provision  in  its  constitution  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  or  Vir- 
ginia, or  Massachusetts,  which  had  a  test,  he 
believed,  in  its  constitution;  was  there  any  less 
power  to  decide  on  their  votes^  than  on  those 
of  Missouri  ?  He  maintained  that  the  Electoral 
College  was  as  independent  of  Congress,  as 
Congress  of  them ;  and  we  have  no  right,  said 
he,  to  judge  of  their  proceedings.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  would  rather  see  an  interregnum,  or  see  no 
votes  counted  at  all,  than  to  see  a  principle 
adopted  which  went  to  the  very  foundation  on 
which  the  Presidential  office  rested.  Suppose 
a  case,  in  which  some  gentleman  of  one  House 
or  the  other  should  choose  to  turn  up  his  nose 
at  t^e  vote  of  some  State,  and  say  that  if  it  be 
so  and  so,  such  a  person  is  elected ;  and  if  flo 
and  so,  what-you-oall-em  is  elected — did  not 
evervbody  see  the  absurdity  of  such  a  proposi- 
tionf  Mr.  B.  added  other  remarks  illustrative 
of  Ins  opinion  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
resolution— deeming  it  not  only  erroneous,  but 
erroneous  in  a  matter  of  vital  importanco— in 
the  ascertainment  of  the  person  wno  had  been 
elected  by  the  people  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation — ^the  most  important  officer  under  the 
constitution — the  monarch — ^tor,  whoever,,  in 
any  country,  commands  the.  army  and  navy, 
and  collects  and  distributes  the  revenue,  is  a 
kiug,  call  him  what  you  will..  The  time  of  this 
House  was  precious,  and  he  would:  not'  con- 
sume it,  by  saying  all  he  thought  and  felt  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  TBDCBUB  was  &r  from  dedrilig  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House,. or  to  embarrass 
the  House,  but  he  could  not  ^ve  his  consent  to 
this  resolution..  If  any  thing  was  due  to  State 
rights,,  tins  resolution  ought  not  to  be  adopted; 
as  it  would,  however  immaterial  in  the  present 
case,  be  cited  hereafter  as  a  precedent;  and 
precedents  were  becoming  important  things  in 
the  public  transactions.  The  House  might  set 
an  example  by  this  vote,  as  ruinous  in  its  conse- 
quences, as  any  decision  which  could  be  made. 
It  was  about  to  declare,  not  what  was  the  true 
vote  for  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
state  it  hypotheticaBy.  Mr.  T.  argued  at  some 
length  against  such  a  course.  Suppose  some 
member  in  joint  meeting  should  ask  the  Predr 
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dent  of  the  Senate  how  many  votes  were  given 
— ^he  must  answer  in  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  therefore  would  not  state  the  fact, 
aocording  to  the  law.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
two  Houses  to  enunciate  the  true  state  of  the 
vote  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the 
proposed  annunciation  would  not  be  the  fact. 
He  concluded  by  saying  tiiat  he  would  rather 
that  the  votes  of  Missouri  were  left  out  alto- 
gether, than  adopt  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Kandolph  observed  tiiat  the  gentleman 
was  under  some  mistake  on  one  point  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides,  not 
that  the  person  having  a  msgority  of  votes 
should  be  President,  but  a  m^ority  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  appointed.  Now,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Electors  of  Missouri  were 
appointed  or  not. 

Mr.  FLOTDsaid  he  was  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  resolution  was  tantamount 
to  a  motion  to  r^ect,  but  he  would  prefer  the 
latter  shape  for  the  question,  to  show  more 
strongly  his  opinion  of  it — ^it  would  suit  his 
feelings  towards  it  better.  We  have  been 
^ing  on  for  several  years,  said  he,  accumulat- 
mg  power  until  scarcely  any  is  left  but  in  Con- 
gress. If  they  had  any  power  over  the  votes 
of  Missouri  at  all,  he  said,  it  was  when  her 
votes  were  first  received ;  but  no  such  power 
existed.  The  votes  of  Indiana,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  President,  were  counted  when  precisely 
in  the  same  situation  as  those  of  Missouri  now. 
He  protested  against  this  assumption  of  au- 
thoritv  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  wished  to 
show  his  disapprobation  of  the  resolution  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Mr.  Clat  said  the  constitution  required  of 
the  two  Houses  to  assemble  and  perform  the 
highest  duty  that  could  devolve  on  a  public 
body — to  ascertain  who  had  been  elected  by 
the  people  to  administer  their  national  con- 
cerns. In  a  case  of  votes  coming  forward 
which  could  not  be  counted,  the  constitution 
was  silent;  but,  fortunately,  the  end  in  that 
case  carried  with  it  the  means.  The  two 
Houses  were  called  on  to  enumerate  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President;  of  course 
they  were  called  on  to  decide  what  are  votes. 
It  being  obvious  that  a  difficulty  would  arise  in 
the  Joint  meeting,  concerning  the  votes  of  Mis- 
souri, some  genUemen  thinking  they  ought  to 
be  counted,  and  others  dissenting  from  that 
opinion,  the  committee  thought  it  best  to  pre- 
vent all  difficulty  by  waiving  the  question  in 
the  manner  proposed,  knowmg  that  it  could 
not  affidct  the  result  or  the  election.  As  to  the 
condition  of  Missouri,  he  himself  thought  her 
a  State,  with  a  perfect  moral  right  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  but  kept  out  for  the  want 
of  a  ceremonious  act  which  was  deemed  by 
others  necessary  to  entitie  her  to  admission. 
Though,  in  his  opinion,  a  State  in  fact,  yet  not 
being  so  in  form,  her  votes  could  not  be  count- 
ed aocordiog  to  form.  He  was  aware  tJiat  the 
question  of  her  admission  might  come  up  and 
be  decided  in  this  very  shape;  for  if  Congress 


allowed  her  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  and  counted  her  votes,  it  would  be  a 
full  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union;  bat 
the  committee  thought^  as  there  were  other  and 
more  usual  modes  of  admitting  the  State  into 
the  Union,  it  was  better  not  to  bring  up  tiie 
question  in  the  discharge  of  this  solemn  and  in- 
dispensable duty,  but  to  allow  that  ceremony 
to  proceed,  if  possible,  without  difficulty  or  em- 
barrassment. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  tlie  constitution  had  in  it 
neither  waiving  or  elasticity,  and  It  would  not 
bend  to  circumstances  or  expediency.  The 
constitution  had  declared  the  duty  of  Congress 
in  ascertaining  the  votes  for  President — it  was 
not  competent  for  them  to  mend  the  con- 
stitution, nor  to  decide  such  a  question  as  this 
proposed,  and  he  was  opposed  to  tiie  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tbdcblb  said  the  very  reason  urged  for 
this  resolution,  was  that  which  constrained  him 
to  oppose  it ;  and  proceeded  further  to  argue 
that  it  would  be  better  to  exclude  the  votes 
entirely,  than  set  such  an  example. 

Mr.  CuLBRSTH  said  he  could  hardly  say 
whether  he  was  most  gratified  at  being  re- 
lieved, by  the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  from  being  the  first  to  make  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  resolution,  or  grieved 
that  he  could  not  have  the  support  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  with  whom  it  had 
given  him  great  pleasure  usually  to  act  The 
people  of  ]^fis80uri  were,  by  the  act  of  tiie  last 
session  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government;  and,  in  the 
first  article  of  that  constitution,  it  is  declared 
that  the  said  State,  when  formed,  "shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever.'^ Believing  that  the  people  of  Missouri, 
having  formed  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, in  compliance  with  tiie  act  of  last  session, 
in  all  its  provisions  and  conditions,  and  consid- 
ering that  she  is,  in  fact,  a  State,  and  of  right, 
if  not  in  fact,  (and  he  inclined  te  believe  she 
was  in  fact,)  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  that 
she  is  kept  out  of  the  emoyment  of  her  rights 
by  a  sheer  act  of  power— lie  spoke  this  in  r^er- 
ence  to  the  act,  and  not  to  the  actors — ^that 
simple  Justice  required  her  admission  to  the 
eigoyment  of  her  rights.  Mr.  C.  said  be  found, 
on  examination  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
that  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  required, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices,  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  weU  as  of  that 
State.  It  is  declared  (I  use  the  word  declared 
emphatically)  by  the  constitution  of  the  said 
State  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
necessary  "to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  said  State^ 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  This  last 
clause  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
believed  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  dauae 
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referred  to^  taken  in  oonnection  with  the  oath 
which  the  indiridnal  memhers  of  the  General 
Assembly  are  reqnired  to  take^  does  not  war- 
rant sach  a  oondosion.  In  the  spirit  of  candor, 
I  ask  ^tlemen,  said  Mr.  0.,  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  what  is  the  aotaal  doly  of  the 
General  Aasembly  of  Missonri,  resnltiDg  from 
the  oath  which  tiiey  are  required  to  take  and 
tiie  dedaratory  danse  above  referred  to?  I 
appeal  to  them  as  statesmen,  as  politioianB)  as 
oommon  lawyers,  nay,  as  gentlemen  of  common 
aense,  whether  a  tear  and  uberal  construction — 
whether  the  obvious  and  only  fur  construction 
tiiat  can  be  given  to  the  clause  objected  to, 
will  not  recoudle  it  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  ?  Will  it  not  be  the  duty  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  IGssouri,  acting  under 
their  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  to  pass  no  law  which  shall  vio- 
late that  oath  or  be  repugnant  to  that  constitu- 
tion f  To  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Boss,^  on  yesterday,  can  it  be 
believed  that  they  will  commit  peijnry  by  the 
passage  of  audi  a  law?  THere  the  Speaker  re- 
minded Mr.  0.  that  the  nour  for  countiDg  the 
votes  had  arrived,  and  intimated  the  propriety 
of  his  remarks  being  brought  to  a  condnsioa] 
Mr.  C.  respectfully  answered  that  he  knew  of 
no  hour  appointed  for  any  purpose  in  relation 
to  the  business  of  the  House ;  that,  under  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  as  weU  as 
from  a  sense  of  propriety,  he  should  bring  his 
remarks  to  a  condnsion  as  speedily  as  possible, 
oonsiatent  with  a  distinct  expression  of  his 
views  upon  the  subject  before  the  House.  It 
seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  if 
gentlemen  could  divest  themselves  of  all  prciJu- 
dioea — ^if  they  were  not  insensibly  influenced  by 
feelings  and  considerations  not  nece«Hirily  ex- 
cited by  the  provision  in  question,  that  they 
would  have  no  di£Sculty  in  reconciling  the 
aeeming  conflict  between  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  so  often  referred  to 
dause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  The 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri  will  undoubt- 
edly fed  themsdves  bound  to  perform  the  duty 
eqoined  upon  them  by  the  constitution  of  that 
State,  limited  by  the  paramount  authority  of 
the  OoDstitntion  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
ably to  the  oath  which  they  are  required  to 
take.  If  they  were  to  attempt  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  any  law  beyond  this  limit,  their 
act  would  be,  so  &r,  not  only  void,  but,  if 
knowingly  committed,  the  members  would  be 
guilty  of  peijnry.    I  have  no  more  to  add. 

Mr.  Tbaot  was  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote 
i^gainat  the  resolution,  but  for  reasons  very  dif- 
&ent  from  those  of  Ifr.  Ouibbbth.  He  was 
Of^Nved  to  the  resolution  because  Missouri  was 
neither  a  State  in  the  Union,  nor  one  out  of  the 
Union;  but  was  in  fact  a  territory.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  consent  that  her  votes  should 
be  counted  at  all — considering  them  entirely 
fiireign  to  the  election  of  Prudent  and  Vice 
Pbasident  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  would  merdy  observe,  that 


the  difficulty  is  before  us ;  that  we  must  decide 
it  when  the  two  Houses  meet,  or  avoid  it  by 
some  previous  arrangement*  The  committee 
being  morally  certain  that  the  question  would 
arise  on  the  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  thought  it 
bes^  as  he  had  before  stated,  to  give  it  the  go- 
by in  this  way.  Suppose  this  resolution  not 
adopted,  the  President  of  the  Senate  will  pro- 
ceed to  open  and  count  the  votes ;  and  would 
the  House  allow  that  officer,  singly  and  done, 
thus,  virtually,  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  the  votes?  K  not,  how  then  were 
they  to  proceed?  Was  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
decision  of  the  two  Houses  coi^intly,  or  of  the 
two  Houses  separately  ?  One  House  would  say 
the  votes  ought  to  be  counted,  the  other  that 
they  ought  not ;  and  then  the  votes  would  be 
lost  dtogether.  Would  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  prefer  that  it  be  decided  in  the  joint 
meeting?  In  that  case,  he  would  And  himself 
in  a  much  leaner  m^ority  than  on  the  question 
yesterday.  In  fact,  Mr.  0.  said,  there  was  no 
mode  pointed  out  in  the  constitution  of  settling 
litigated  questions  arising  in  the  discharge  (u 
this  duty;  it  was  a  casta  omisws;  and  he- 
thought  it  would  be  proper,  either  by  some 
act  of  derivative  legislation,  or  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  itself  to  supply  the 
defect. 

Mr.  LivKBMOBB  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bhea  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  The  ground  he  took  was 
this:  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this 
House,  or  of  both  Houses,  by  resolution,  to 
remedy  a  defect  in  the  constitution. 

The  question  on  agreeinir  to  the  resolution 
was  then  dedded  in  the  amnnative— yeas  90, 
nays  67. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  then  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
that  body,  that  this  House,  on  its  pfl[rt,  concurs 
in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  and  is  now 
prepared  to  proceed,  with  the  Senate,  in  the 
performance  of  its  constitutiond  duty. 

[Messrs.  Olat,  Sbbobant,  and  Van  Rebhsss- 
LAEB,  were  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  act  with  the  com- 
mittee of' the  Senate,  in  considering  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  iu  regard  to  counting  out 
the  Electord  votes.1 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Xorth  Carolina,  gave  notice 
he  should,  on  to-morrow  at  twelve  o^clodL  offer 
for  the  confflderation  of  the  House  a  resolution 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  containing  in  all  respects  the 
same  provisions  as  were  contdned  in  the  reso- 
lution i^om  the  Senate,  which  was  r^ected  in 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  by  generd  con- 
sent, it  was  determined  that  the  members  of 
this  House  should  receive  the  Senate,  on  thdr 
entrance  into  the  House,  standing  and  uncovered. 
In  the  same  manner  it  was  determined  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  seats  on  the  right  hand 
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of  the  Chair,  should  be  set  apart  for  the  Sena- 
tors. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  a  committee  of  two 
members  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Senate, 
and  condnot  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the 
chair,  and  the  members  to  the  seats  assigned  to 
them. 

Mr.  Kblbon,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposi- 
tion to  this  course.  It  had  been  usual  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  receive  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  invite  him  to  a  seat  beside 
him ;  and  he  saw  no  reason,  at  this  time,  for 
the  nropoeed  innovation. 

Mr.  Cult  said  it  was  true  it  never  had  been 
done  before;  but,  having,  whilst  he  had  the 
honor  to  preside  over  this  House,  witnessed  the 
embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  want  of  such 
a  regulation,  be  now  thought  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  adopt  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  then  agreed  to 
without  a  division,  though  not  without  negative 
votes. 

Mr.  NxLSON  remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  that 
he  wished  he  had  required  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Hnx,  were  appointed  a 
committee  accordingly. 

Soon  after,  the  Senate  came  into  the  Hall, 

S receded  by  its  President,  and  attended  by  its 
ecretary  and  Sergeant-at-Arms :  and  the  Pres- 
ident was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair,  the 
Speaker  occupying  a  chair  at  his  left  hand. 

The  Pbbsidknt  of  the  Senate  then  delivered 
the  votes  of  the  States,  in  the  following  order, 
to  the  committee  for  counting  the  votes,  (Mr. 
Babboub  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Sbboeant  of  this  House,)— and 
the  official  authentications,  &c.,  were  each  of 
them  twice  read  in  an  audible  tone,  and  the 
votes  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  follows : 

[The  same  as  shown  in  the  Senate  prooeedings  of 
the  ooirespondiiig  day.] 

The  process  of  this  ceremony  was  very  tedious, 
from  the  lengtJi  of  the  verifications,  proclama- 
tions, &c.,  and  the  House  did  not  arrive  at  this 
stage  of  it  till  after  four  o'clock. 

When  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Missouri 
were  announced,  by  the  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  handed  to  the  tellers — 

Mr.  LiVEBMOBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  and 
said :  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object 
to  receiving  any  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  from  Missouri,  because  Missouri  is  not 
a  State  of  this  Union. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  do  now  withdraw 
to  its  Chamber ;  and,  the  question  having  been 

Eut,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  the 
enate  retired. 

The  House  being  called  to  order — 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

RuolfMdy  That  Missouri  is  one  of  the  States  of  this 


Union,  and  her  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Prea- 
dent  Off  the  United  States  ought  to  be  reoeiTod  and 
counted. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed,  that  gentlemen  must 
now  begin  to  see  the  predpioe  to  which  the 
decisions  of  this  House  in  respect  to  MiBsouri 
had  brought  them.  He  was,  as  every  member 
must  be,  tired  of  the  debate  on  this  subject ; 
but  he  thought  that  no  one  could  discharge  bis 
duty  as  he  ought  without  investigating  the 
merits  of  the  question  which  he  had  now  pro- 
posed. He  thought  it  proper,  also,  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  should  be  recorded  on  every 
question  connected  with  this  subject  Thii 
the  votes  of  States,  whose  admission  into  the 
Union  had  not  been  declared  previous  to  tiie 
votes  being  given  in,  had  heretofore  been  re- 
ceived for  President  and  Vice  President,  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
would  not  deny.  If  such  a  course  had  been 
right  heretofore,  he  did  not  see  why  an  objec- 
tion should  now  be  made.  If  innovations  on 
established  usage  were  to  be  justified  by  their 
novelty,  then,  indeed,  all  disquisitions  on  the 
subject  were  vain.  JBut  the  time  was,  when 
members  from  new  States  were  admitted  to 
their  seats  in  this  House,  without  the  previous 
passage  of  a  declaratory  resolution.  That  there 
was  a  law  on  iJie  statute  book  that  any  territory 
having  a  population  of  sixty  tiiousand  souls 
might  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  no  one 
would  deny.  Whenever  we  torn  our  eyes,  said 
Mr.  F.,  and  observe  the  progress  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  present  time,  the  States  have 
been  admitted  upon  this  principle,  until  in  the 
present  case ;  and  in  this  case,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, a  compromise,  as  it  was  thought  and  cslled, 
was  entered  into.  Mr.  F.  hesitated  to  express 
in  terms  all  he  thought  on  this  subject ;  but  be 
would  say,  if  he  had  voted  for  tiiat  law  at  the 
last  session,  and  opposed  now  those  principles 
which  would  naturally  grow  out  of  it,  he  should 
have  said  to  himself,  when  he  had  done  so,  that 
he  had  done  in  his  life  one  act  which  he  thought 
dishonorable.  Let  us  now,  said  he,  have  the 
question  fairly  at  issue.  Let  us  know  whether , 
Missouri  be  a  State  in  the  Union  or  not.  If  not, 
let  us  send  her  an  Ambassador,  and  treat  for 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Sir,  we  cannot 
take  another  step,  without  hurling  this  (jk)v- 
emment  into  the  gulf  of  destruction.  For  one, 
I  say,  I  have  gone  as  fiir  as  I  can  go  in  the  way 
of  compromise — and  if  there  is  to  be  a  compro- 
mise beyond  tiiat  point,  it  must  be  at  the  edge 
of  Uie  sword. 

Mr.  Abohxb,  of  Maryland  said,  that  enter- 
taining the  same  sentiments  as  the  gentieman 
from  Virginia  with  respect  to  the  refusal  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  he  yet  felt  him- 
self bound  to  move,  as  he  now  did,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. He  was  opposed  to  this  House  un- 
dertaking to  proceed  in  any  manner  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  Electoral  votes.  He  could  re- 
cognize no  power  in  the  House  of  Kepreseuta- 
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tires  on  this  subpect  separate  from  the  Senate. 
The  expressions  m  the  constitution,  in  regard  to 
the  counting  of  the  votes  of  Electors,  &o.,  he 
considered  as  imperative.  All  questions  arising 
oat  of  it,  according  to  his  constroctlon,  must  be 
settled  in  joint  ipeeting  of  the  two  Houses.  He 
could  not  agree  that  tiiis  House  had  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  vote  should  be  received 
or  rnected.  What  are  the  words  of  ^e  oon- 
stitntion  ?  ^  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
tiie  votes  shall  then  be  counted."  Does  it  not 
follow,  asked  Mr.  B.,  that  the  votes  must  be 
counted  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Houses  ? 
For  what  purpose  do  they  assemble  together, 
unless  it  be  to  determine  on  the  legality  of  the 
Totes  ?  If  not  for  this  purpose,  the  joint  meet- 
ing is  for  form  and  show,  and  nothing  else.  We 
most,  in  my  apprehension,  determine  the  ques- 
tion in  joint  meeting^  and  in  no  other  way.  £n- 
totaining  this  opinion,  he  siud  he  should  vote 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  any  proposi- 
tion, the  obieot  of  which  is  to  determine,  in  this 
Hooise,  the  legality  or  illegality  of  any  Electoral 
▼ote.  At  the  last  election  of  President,  an  ob- 
jection was  made  by  the  gentleman  who  now 
presides,  to  receiving  the  votes  of  Indiana,  be- 
cause they  were  ^ven  in  before  the  passage  of 
tiie  act  declaring  ner  admission  into  the  Union. 
On  that  occadon,  as  now,  the  Senate  retired. 
I  thought  then,  as  now,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  they 
had  no  right  to  retire  until  the  question  was 
settled.  On  that  occasion,  the  House  deter- 
mined to  postpone  indefinitely  the  objection. 
The  motives  which  induced  that  determination 
were  doubtless  various;  it  was  my  opinion, 
then,  that  it  was  improper  to  entertain  the  ob- 
jecti<Hi  in  the  House,  and  I  think  the  same  of 
the  present  proposition. 

Mr.  Basdolph  said  it  was  not  without  reluc- 
tance that  he  offered  himself  to  the  attention 
of  the  House  at  this  time ;  but  he  submitted  to 
the  very  worthy  gentleman  from  Maryland  who 
had  just  tiUcen  nis  seat,  whether  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view  could,  according  to  his 
own  views  of  nropriety,  ^  effectuated  by  the 
coarse  which  he  had  recommended  to  this 
House.  It  was  no  part  of  his  nature,  Mr.  B. 
laid,  nor  of  his  purpose,  to  inflate  to  a  greater 
magnitode  this  exaggerated  question  of  the  ad- 
misBion  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.    But  the 

Seetion  had  now  assumed  that  aspect  which, 
d  it  depended  on  him,  it  should  have  taken  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  It  was,  he 
flud,  not  only  congenial  with  the  principles  and 
practieea  of  our  free  Government,  but  unless  he 
was  deceived,  with  the  practice  of  that  country 
from  whidi  we  had  adopted,  and  wisely  adopt- 
ed, our  manly  institutions,  that  on  any  occasion 
when  any  person  presents  himself  to  a  repre- 
sentative body  with  credentials  of  titie  to  a 
seat,  he  shall  take  his  seat,  and  perform  the 
fimctions  of  a  member,  until  a  prior  and  a  bet- 
ter dium  shall  not  only  be  preferred,  but  estab- 
hdied.    It  waa  seen  that^  but  the  day  before 


yesterday,  the  Committee  of  Elections  of  this 
House  came  forward  with  a  report,  stating  that 
the  qualifications  and  returns  of  certain  mem- 
bers were  perfect  who  have  been  acting  and 
legislating,  and  on  whose  votes  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  depended  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months.  Just  so  it  ought  to  have  been  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bepresentative  from  the  State  of 
Missouri.  She  had  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  presented 
herself,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  visible  and  tangi- 
ble shape.  She  comes  into  this  House,  not  in 
forma  pa/uperU^  but  claiming  to  be  one  of  the 
co-sovereignties  of  this  confederated  Govern- 
ment, and  presents  to  you  her  vote,  by  receiv- 
ing or  rejecting  which  the  election  of  your 
OMef  Magistrate  will  be  lawful  or  unlawfuL 
He  did  not  mean  by  the  vote  of  Missouri,  but 
by  the  votes  of  all  the  States.  Now  comes  the 
question,  whether  we  will  not  merely  repel  her, 
but  repel  her  with  scorn  and  contumely.  Cut 
hoTio  f  And  he  might  add,  quo  warranto  t  He 
should  like  to  hear,  he  said,  from  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Livebmobx,^ 
where  this  House  gets  its  authority — ^he  should 
like  to  hear  some  of  the  learned,  or  unlearned, 
sages  of  the  law,  with  which  this  House,  as 
weU  as  all  our  legislative  bodies,  abounds,  show 
their  autiiority  for  refusing  to  receive  the  votes 
from  Missouri.  Mr.  B.  said  he  went  back  to 
the  first  principles.  The  Electoral  Colleges,  he 
said,  are  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this 
House  is  of  them.  They  had  as  good  a  right 
to  pronounce  on  their  qualifications,  as  this 
House  has  of  those  of  its  members.  Your 
office,  said  he,  in  regard  to  the  electoral  votes, 
is  merely  ministerial.  It  is  to  count  the  votes, 
and  you  undertake  to  reject  votes.  To  what 
will  tiiis  lead?  Do  you  ever  expect  to  see  the 
time  when  there  shall  be  in  the  Presidential 
chair  a  creature  so  poor,  so  imbecile,  not  only 
not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  the  nation, 
but  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  a  petty 
corporation—do  you  ever  expect  to  see  in  that 
office  an  animal  so  poor  as  not  to  have  in  this 
House  retainers  enough  to  enable  him  to  reject 
the  vote  of  any  State  which,  being  counted, 
might  prevent  his  continuance,  and  their  con- 
tinuance, and  that  of  their  friends,  in  office? 
He  spoke  not  of  the  present  incumbent — ^he  was 
not  BO  wanting  in  common  decency  and  deco- 
rum as  to  do  so— he  spoke  in  reference  not  only 
to  what  is  past,  but  to  that  which  is  prospec- 
tive, and  which  every  man  who  looks  the  least 
into  futurity,  must  know  will  happen,  and,  in 
all  probability,  will  ve^  shortly  happen.  He 
undertook  to  say  that  if  this  House  should,  by 
a  vote  of  indefinite  postponement — ^for  the  form 
was  immaterial— or  in  any  other  way,  and  it 
would  be  observed,  for  the  first  instance  in  the 
person  of  Missouri,  of  this  much-iniured,  lon^- 
insulted,  and  trampled-upon  member  of  this 
confederacy,  was  this  exsmple  to  be  set — ^ii^ 
said  he,  you  do,  for  the  first  time,  now  receive 
the  votes  of  a  State,  it  will  be  created  into  a 
precedent,  and  that  in  the  lifetime  of  some  of 
those  who  now  hear  me,  for  the  manufacture 
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of  Presidents  bj  this  House.  The  wisest  men 
may  mdce  constitutions,  on  paper,  as  they 
please. 

What,  Mr.  B.  asked,  was  the  theory  of  this 
constitntion?  It  is,  that  this  House,  except 
upon  a  certain  contingency,  has  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  when 
it  does  act,  must  act  by  States,  and  by  States 
only  can  it  act  on  this  subject,  unless  it  tran- 
scend the  limits  of  the  constitution.  What,  he 
asked,  was  to  be  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  now  prop<»ed  ?  That  an  informal  meet- 
ing of  this  and  the  other  House  is  to  usurp  the 
initaatlYe,  the  nominative  power,  with  regard  to 
tiie  two  first  officers  of  the  Government ;  that 
they  are  to  wrest  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  their  indefeasible  right  of  telling  us 
whom  they  wish  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
Government,  in  despite  and  contempt  of  their 
decision.  Is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  the  power 
of  Congress — no  mound  or  barrier  to  stay  their 
usurpation  ?  Why  were  the  electoral  bodies  es- 
tablished? The  constitution  has  wisely  pro- 
vided that  they  shall  assemble,  each  by  itself, 
and  not  in  one  great  assembly.  By  this  means, 
assuredly,  that  system  of  intrisue  which  was 
matured  into  a  science,  or  rather  into  an  art 
here,  was  guarded  against.  But,  Mr.  B.  ven- 
tured to  say,  that  the  electoral  college  of  this 
much-despised  Missouri,  acting  conformably  to 
law,  and  to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  insti- 
tutions, if  it  were  composed  of  but  one  man, 
was  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this  House 
was  of  it.  If  J  however,  said  he,  per  /as  out 
nefas^  the  point  is  to  be  carried ;  if  the  tocsin  is 
to  be  sounded ;  if  the  troops  are  to  be  rallied, 
and  Missouri  is  to  be  expelled  with  scorn  from 
our  august  presence— how  august,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  leave  it  for  you  to  decide — there  are  those 
who  wiU  be  willing  to  take  her  to  their  arms. 
And,  in  point  of  mere  expediency,  he  would 
ask  of  gentlemen — ^he  put  the  suggestion  in 
that  shape,  because  he  believed  they  were  inac- 
cessible to  other  considerations — in  point  of  ex- 
pediency, he  asked  them,  what  were  they  now 
doing  but  riveting  those  ties  by  which  Missouri 
would,  he  trusted  forever  be  bound  to  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  by  which,  with  whatever 
reason,  her  rights  have  been  supported  on  this 
floor  ?  I  do  look  with  a  sentiment  I  cannot  ex- 
press, said  Mr.  B. — ^I  look  with  a  sentiment  of 
pity — ^and  that  has  been  said  to  be  nearly  allied 
to  love,  as  I  know  it  to  be  allied  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent emotion — ^I  look  with  pity  on  those  who 
believe  that,  by  their  feeble  efforts  in  this 
House,  governed  by  forms  and  technicalities — 
your  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  committees  of  at- 
tendance, and  mummeries  such  as  belong  to 
other  countries  where  I  have  never  travelled, 
and  trust  in  God  f.  never  shall — ^they  can  stop 
t^ie  growth  of  the  rising  empire  in  the  West. 
Let  gentlemen  lay  a  resolution  on  the  table,  let 
it  be  engrossed  in  a  fair  hand,  and  do  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  sign  it,  that  the  waves  of  the  Missis- 
eippi  sluill  not  seek  the  ocean,  and  then  send 


your  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, and  see  whether  you  can  enforce  it  with 
all  the  force,  physical  or  moral,  under  your  con- 
trol. Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  with- 
draw his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Aeoheb,  of  Yir^ia,  said  he  believed 
it  was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  he  was 
willing  to  go  as  great  lengths  as  any  man  in 
this  House  to  support  the  rights  of  Missoail 
He  regretted  that,  even  in  this  skirmish,  he  was 
obliged  to  separate  himself  from  those  with 
whom  he  had  acted  with  so  much  pleasure  and 
with  so  much  zeal.  But  he  could  not  maintain, 
what  he  should  do  by  voting  for  this  resolution, 
that  Missouri  is  now  a  State  of  this  Union. 
Was  it  contended  that  Congress  has  not  a  right 
to  require  the  submission  of  the  constitution  of 
a  new  State  to  its  consideration  before  she  be- 
comes a  member  of  the  Union  ?  If  so,  would 
any  man  contend  that  Congress  had  not  a  right 
to  pass,  in  some  shape  or  other,  unon  the  con- 
stitution of  any  new  State  ?  Was  tJbere  any  one 
of  his  colleagues  who  would  say,  that  there  was 
no  possible  case  in  which  he  might  not  be  in- 
duced to  reject  the  constitution  of  Missouri? 
Suppose  the  constitution  she  has  offered  had 
been  notoriously  aristocratical,  was  there  any 
man  among  them  who  would  not  have  given 
his  vote  for  the  exclusion  of  Missouri  from  the 
confederacy  ?  We  presume  not.  If  he  were 
to  give  his  vote  for  this  resolution,  Mr.  A.  said, 
he  should  contradict  all  the  language  he  had 
hitherto  held  in  respect  to  Missouri ;  for,  if  she 
was  a  State  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
she  had  no  right  to  complain  of  oppression  by 
the  refusal  of  Congress  to  recognize  her. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  should  continue  to  reprobate 
the  odious  and  foul  combination  by  which  Mis- 
souri is  kept  out  of  the  Union ;  but  should  he 
give  a  vote  for  this  resolution,  he  should  feel 
himself  precluded  from  doing  so.  K,  indeed, 
the  case  were  presented,  whether  the  member 
from  Missouri  ^ould  be  admitted  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  he  should  give  a  vote  affirmatively ; 
for  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an  admission  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  But 
were  he  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  he  should 
vote  for  an  evident  solecism ;  it  would  be  say- 
ing that,  though  it  has  been  decided  that  Mis- 
souri shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  yet 
she  shall  exercise  the  highest  functions  of  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
could  not  hold  that  language,  or  present  him- 
self in  that  character.  Opposed  in  general  to 
postponements,  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  in  order  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion directly.  He  had  no  notion,  he  addecL  of 
the  doctrine  which  he  had  heard  for  the  nrst 
time  to-day,  that  you  may  have  a  problematical 
or  hypothetical  election  of  a  IVesident  and 
Vice  President.  Suppose  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion depended  on  the  votes  of  Missouri,  and  the 
same  course  was  to  be  pursued  which  was  now 
indicated ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  would 
have  to  announce  that,  in  one  event,  we  had  a 
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IVesident,  whilst  in  another  we  had  not,  and 
the  Govermnent  wonld  be  left  without  a  head, 
and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  wonld  be  the 
poonble  immediate  conaeqnence.  He  was  a  lit- 
tle sorprised,  he  said,  at  one  ground  which  had 
been  taken  on  this  occasion:  that  the  House 
had  no  power  to  pass  any  judgment  on  any  re- 
turn. He  had  always  thought  that,  wherever 
was  lodged  the  power  to  receive  a  return,  tliere 
also  was  the  power  to  pass  a  judgment  on  the 
Tididity  of  that  return.  Suppose  any  territory, 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time,  Florida,  for  example,  to  send  votes 
here  for  Electors ;  was  there  no  authority  by 
▼hich  these  votes  could  be  rejected?  Suppose 
A  State  entitled  to  27  votes,  should  send  87 
Totes,  would  any  gentleman  contend  that  there 
▼as  no  power  in  this  House  to  judge  of  the 
proper  number?  Gould  there  ever  be  a  pure 
election — could  it  ever  be  ascertained  who  was 
elected,  in  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a 
doctrine  of  that  sort?  Mr.  A.  concluded  by 
declaring  his  readiness  to  adopt  any  measure  to 
bring  Missouri,  now  trampled  down  by  power, 
mto  the  Union,  but  he  could  not  vote  lor  this 
reaolntion. 

Mr.  Clat  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
▼aj  to  allow  Mr.  Bakdolfh  to  make  an  expla- 
lution. 

Mr.  Bakdolfh  said,  it  was  highly  probable 
that  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  might 
give  rise  to  misapprehensions  in  the  minds 
of  other  gentlemen,  as  they  had  done  in  the 
mind  of  his  colleague.  He,  therefore,  wished 
to  explain.  His  position,  he  said,  was  misun- 
derstood. It  had  been  said,  and  pertinently 
Bud,  that  IGssouri  might  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  in  more  ways  than  one.  His  position, 
then,  was,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in 
vhidi  Missouri  has  knocked  at  the  door  and 
demanded  her  rights.  It  is  now  for  us,  said 
Mr.  R^  by  permitting  her  to  come  in,  or  rather 
^  refraining  from  extruding  her  from  this 
MaS,  to  determine  whether  &e  shall  now  be 
one  of  our  Commcmwealth,  or,  as  the  fashion 
is  to  call  it,  of  our  Empire.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had 
no  doubt  that  Congress  might  drive  Missouri 
mto  the  wfldemess,  like  another  son  of  Hagar. 
If  we  do,  said  he,  we  drive  her  at  our  own 
peril  If  either  of  the  worthy  Senators  and 
Sepresentative  from  Missouri,  whose  long  for- 
bearance had  excited  surprise  in  no  man's 
breast  more  than  in  that  of  Mr.  K. — ^he  did  not 
mean  to  blame  them  for  pursuing  the  counsel  of 
oookr  heads  than  his — ^had  presented  them- 
Bdves  here,  would  you  (addressing  the  Speak- 
er) have  felt  yourself  bound  to  exclude  them 
from  the  communion  with  more  than  papal 
power;  not  only  from  the  cup  of  wine,  but 
from  the  bread  of  life  itself?  Let  me  tell  my 
friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Asoheb),  we  have  not 
the  power  which  he  seems  to  think  we  pos- 
Kn ;  and  if  this  be  a  eoitu  omisnu  in  the  con- 
ititatioD,  I  want  to  know  where  w^  acquire  the 
power  to  supply  the  defect.  You  may  keep 
wonri  out  of  the  Union  by  violence,  but  here  I 


the  issue  is  joined.  She  comes  forward  in  the 
person  of  her  Presidential  and  Vice  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  instead  of  that  of  her  Representa- 
tive ;  and  she  was  thus  presented  in  a  shape  as 
unquestionable  as  that  of  Kew  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Massachusetts,  or  the  proudest  and  oldest 
State  in  the  Union.  She  comes  forward  by  he^ 
attorneys — ^her  Electors.  Will  you  deny  them 
admittance?  Will  you  thrust  her  Electors,  and 
hers  only,  from  this  Hall?  Mr.  R.  said  his 
friend  had  not  given  to  this  subject  the  sort  of 
consideration  which  he  knew  him  to  be  capable 
of  giving  it.  I  made  no  objection,  said  Mr.  R., 
to  the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  or  Ver- 
mont; I  have  had  as  good  a  right  to  object  to 
the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  gentleman 
frt>m  New  Hampshire  has  to  object  to  the  votes 
of  Missouri.  Who  made  thou,  Cain,  thy  broth* 
er's  keeper  ?  Who  put  Missouri  into  custody  of 
the  honorable  ffentlemanfrom  New  Hampshire? 
The  Electors  of  Missouri  aref  as  much  homines 
probi  et  legates  as  the  Electors  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  no  skirmish,  as 
it  had  been  called.  This  was  the  battle  when 
Greek  meets  Greek;  it  was  a  conflict  not  to  be 
decided  between  the  phalanx  and  the  legion, 
whether  the  impenetrability  of  the  one  or  the 
activity  of  tiie  other  shaJI  prevail.  Let  us 
buckle  on  our  armor,  said  Mr.  R. ;  let  us  put 
aside  all  this  flummery,  these  metaphysical  dis- 
tinctions, these  legal  technicalities,  these  spe- 
cial pleaoings,  this  dry  minuteness,  this  unprofi- 
table drawing  of  distinctions  without  differ- 
ence ;  let  us  say  now,  as  we  have  said  on  an- 
other occasion,  we  will  assert,  maintain,  and 
vindicate  our  rights,  or  put  to  every  hazard 
what  you  pretend  to  hold  in  such  high  estima- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  recollected  perfectly  well,  in 
the  celebrated  election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Burr — ^they  live,  said  he,  illustrious  ex- 
amples of  the  merits  of  their  respective  parti- 
sans— ^what  were  we  then  told  ?  Why,  that  we 
must  withdraw  our  opposition,  or  there  wonld 
be  no  election ;  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
impended ;  that  volcanoes  began  to  play;  that 
earthquakes  yawned  beneath  us ;  and,  recollect, 
sir,  we  had  a  President  in  the  chair  who  had  a 
migority  in  this  House,  small  as  it  was.  He 
treated  the  idea  of  giving  way  with  derision 
and  scorn.  We  said  we  will  not  give  way,  and 
you  must  tidce  the  consequences.  We  appealed, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  good  sense  of  the  nation ; 
and  I  do  now  app^  to  this  nation,  said  he, 
whether  this  pretended  sympathy  for  the  rights 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  is  to  supersede 
the  rights  of  the  free  white  citizens  of  ten  timea 
their  whole  number.  They  gave  way,  sir,  said 
Mr.  R. ;  the  sheep  is  the  most  timid  and  help- 
less of  all  animals ;  it  retreats  before  any  attack 
is  offered  to  it.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  said  Mr.  R.,  possesses  great  powers  and 
highly  responsible  fonctaons,  and  should  be 
looked  up  to  with  veneration  and  deference, 
because  he  is  the  Ohief  Magistrate  of  a  people, 
legally  appointed  by  their  suffrages.     But  a 
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President  of  the  Umted  States,  appointed  by 
the  ezolnsion  of  the  votes  of  those  who  are  the 
same  flesh  and  blood  as  onrselves — ^for  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  are  not  natives  of  Missouri,  vrith 
the  exception  of  a  few  French  and  still  fewer 
Spaniards— is  no  more  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  country  than  that  thing — ^that  pageant, 
which  the  minorities  of  the  two  Houses  pro- 
posed to  set  up  Just  twenty  years  ago— a  Presi- 
dent made  by  law — ^no,  by  the  form  and  color 
of  law,  against  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  Uie  free- 
men of  this  country.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  would 
not  give  a  button  for  him.  On  his  personal 
account,  and  for  his  personal  qualities,  1  might 
treat  him  with  respect  as  an  individual,  but  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  country,  he  would  be 
more  odious  to  my  judgment  than  one  of  the 
house  of  Stuart  attempting  to  seat  himself  on 
the  throne  of  Englano,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  succession  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  people. 
We  have,  I  am  afraid,  so  longbaaked  in  the  im- 
pure atmosphere,  not  of  this  House,  but  of  this 
Court,  that — 

Mr.  Clay  here  clidmed  the  floor,  which  he 
had  yielded  to  the  gentleman  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  his  seat  saying  that  he 
would  give  way  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
every  thing  but  one. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  really  saw  no  difficulty  in 
this  business ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should 
make  a  motion,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to 
this  discussion.  The  House  and  Senate  have, 
by  a  joint  act,  this  day  agreed,  that,  in  the 
event  of  an  objection  being  made  to  the  vote  of 
Missouri,  her  vote  should  be  counted  hypo- 
thetically :  that  the  whole  number  should  be 
announced,  including  the  vote  of  Missouri,  and 
that  the  number  should  also  be  stated  as  it 
would  be,  the  vote  of  Missouri  being  excluded ; 
and,  the  result  not  varying,  that  it  should  be 
declared  that,  in  either  casej  the  person  having 
the  largest  number  of  votes  was  duly  elected 
The  motive  which  operated  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee in  reoommenaing  this  course,  and  on  the 
two  Houses  in  adopting  it,  was  to  avoid  the 
very  difficulty  into  which  the  House  was  about 
to  precipitate  itself.  It  was  an  effort  to  pro- 
vide, by  previous  arrangement,  for  the  very 
contingency  which  has  arisen.  The  moment 
the  objection  was  made,  in  that  instant  the  rule 
adopted  this  morning  took  ^ect.  Mr.  0.  said 
it  tlierefore  appearea  to  him,  with  very  great 
deference  to  the  course  of  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Senate,  that  he  ought  to  have  gone  on, 
and,  after  the  votes  had  been  summ^  up,  to 
have  made  the  annunciation  as  proposed  in  the 
joint  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  two  Houses  ought  not,  in  ih^  opinion  of 
Mr.  C,  to  have  separated  until  they  had  con- 
summated what  had  been  stipulated  for.  He 
was  now  not  willing  to  take  up  any  proposition 
on  this  subject  or  any  other,  however  unwilling 
he  might  have  been  to  meet  it  at  any  other 
time.    He  was  opposed  to  do  so,  because  to  do 


so  is  a  violation  of  good  faith  between  the  two 
Houses,  as  pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  this 
morning.  He  had  not  a  doubt,  he  said,  that 
Missouri  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  very  possibly,  on  proper 
examination,  tiie  mode  now  proposed  might  be 
one  of  them,  by  the  two  Houses,  jointly  or 
separately,  giving  her  the  exercise  of  a  right 
which,  as  a  State,  would  belong  to  her.  The 
House,  however,  as  well  as  tibe  Senate,  had 
virtually  determined  to  get  round  that  question 
to-day,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  controversy 
which  might  arise  in  respect  to  it,  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  the  second  resolution 
passed  this  morning.  Mr.  C.  therefore  moved 
that  the  subject  now  under  consideration  be 
laid  on  the  table,  in  order  to  resume  the  busi- 
ness which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  retire- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stobbs  demanded  the  reading  of  the  first 
resolution  which  passed  this  House,  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  passed  the  Senate. 

[Here  took  place  an  explanation  of  a  variation 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  re- 
solve. As  it  came  from  the  Senate  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  was  to  preside  over  the  joint 
meeting.  As  reported  by  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  House  the  President  of  the  Senate 
was  to  preside  over  the  Senate,  and  the  Speak- 
er was  to  preside  over  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. This  alteration  was  made,  becanse  it 
was  known  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  not  have  agreed  to  the  other  course,  and 
a  collision  might  have  arisen  between  the  two 
Houses.  It  may  be  added,  ihsX  the  Senate 
were  not  aware,  when  they  came  into  the  Hall, 
of  the  change  of  the  arrangement^  bnt  supposed 
it  to  stand,  as  they  had  voted  it.  Their  retire- 
ment from  the  Chamber  arose  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  having  learned  these  facts 
after  he  was  seated  in  his  place  in  the  Hall. 
He  wonld  otherwise,  it  is  supposed,  have  gone 
on  to  proclaim  the  result,  immediately  after 
Mr.  LivsEMOBB^s  objection,  as  prescribed  in 
the  resolution.]  « 

Some  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Clay,  Randolph, 
Nklson  of  Virginia,  Foot,  and  Cobb,  as  to  the 
state  in  which  matters  would  be,  on  the  Sen- 
ate's return.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  contend- 
ed that,  on  the  Senate's  return,  matters  would 
stand  just  as  they  did  before,  and  the  same  dif- 
ficulty as  had  ah'eady  presented  itself  would 
again  arise.  Others  contended,  and  the  majority 
appeared  to  be  with  them,  that^  on  the  return 
of  the  Senate,  the  President  would  go  on  to  de- 
clare the  result,  as  directed  in  the  second  joint 
resolution  of  this  morning. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clat*b  mo- 
tion to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  108.  And 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ord^^ 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
that  body  that  the  House  is  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  Senate  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  Uie  purpose  of  oontinn- 
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ing  the  enameration  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors for  Preffldent  and  Vice  President,  accord- 
ing to  thejoint  resolutions  agreed  npon  between 
the  two  UoQses ;  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with 
the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  siud 
message ;  and  he  being  returned — 

The  Senate  agtun  appeared,  and  took  seats  in 
the  House  as  before. 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence 
of  both  Houses,  proceeded  to  open  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  be  delivered  to  tiie  tellers,  by  whom  it 
was  read,  and  who  registered  the  same. 

And  tne  votes  of  all  the  States  having  been 
thus  counted,  registered,  and  the  list  thereof 
compared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  by  whom  they  were  read,  as  Al- 
ready printed. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  r^olution  adopted  by  the  two 
Houses,  proceeded  to  announce  the  state  of  the 
votes  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  joint 
meeting  assembled,  as  follows : 

**  Were  the  votes  of  Ifistoiari  to  be  oonnted,  there- 
folt  would  be — ^For  Jameb  Momboe,  of  Yizguiia,  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  281  votes:  if  not 
eonnted,  for  James  MozntoK^  of  Viigima,  228  votes: 
~For  Daxtkl  D.  Tompkinb,  of  New  York,  for  Vioe 
PrHident  of  the  United  States,  218  votes :  if  not. 
counted,  for  Dasoel  D.  Tompkikb,  of  New  York,  for 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  215  votes.  But 
in  either  event,  James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  has  a 
BMJcnity  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
for  Prnident,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkihs,  of  New 
Toric,  has  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  nnm- 
ber  of   Electors  for  Vice  President  of  the  United 


The  President  of  the  Senate  had  proceeded 
thus  far,  or  nearly  thus  far,  in  the  proclamation, 
▼hen  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Cludr,  and  inquired  whether  the  votes  of  Mis- 
sirari  were  or  were  not  counted. 

Cries  of  Order!  Orderl  were  so  loud  as  to 
drown  ICr.  Flotd^s  voice. 

[The  President  of  the  Senate  had  hesitated  in 
the  proclamation,  on  Mr.  Flotd  addressing  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  Baitooifb  rose,  and  was  addressing  the 
Chabr,  when  loud  cries  of  Order !  Order !  re- 
sounded fh>m  many  voices. 

The  Sfsaxxb  pronounced  Mr.  Bajtdolfh  to 
he  out  of  order,  and  invited  him  to  take  his 


Mr.  BBuan  demanded  that  Mr.  Randolph 
ihould  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  declared  his 
determination  to  sustain  his  right  to  do  so. 
Mr.  B.  was  also  loudlv  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Flotd  demanded  of  the  Chair  whether 
be  was  considered  in  order  or  not. 

The  Sprakxb  determined  that  he  was  not  in 
order  at  this  time,  the  only  business  being  at 
that  present  time  that  prescribed  by  the  rule 
of  this  morning. 

There  was  considerable  murmuring  at  this 
dediBon;  but  order  was  restored;  when  the 


President  of  the  Senate  concluded  his  annuncia- 
tion as  follows : 

*'  I  therefore  declare  that  Jambs  Momtos^  of  Vir- 

r'a,  is  duly  elected  President  of  the  Uolted  States^ 
four  years,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  1821 ;  and  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of 
New  Tork,  is  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  fonr  yean,  to 
conmienoe  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  1821.** 

As  the  Pl*esident  concluded — 

Mr.  Kandolph  addressed  the  Chair ;  but  was 
reouired  to  take  his  seat. 

On  motion  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  the 
Senate  retired  from  the  hall. 

After  they  retired,  and  the  House  being  call- 
ed to  order — 

Mr.  Rabdolph,  who  had  still  retained  the 
floor,  was  heard  addressing  the  Chair.  He 
spoke  for  some  time,  without  being  distinctly 
heard,  owins  to  the  confusion  in  the  hall.  He 
had.  he  saicL  seen  every  election  of  President 
of  tne  United  States,  except  that  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  he  had  never  before 
heard  any  other  fbrm  of  proclamation  than  that 
such  was  the  tohole  number  of  votes  given  in; 
that  such  a  person,  A  or  B,  had  so  many,  and 
was  therefore  elected  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  On  this  occasion  no 
such  annunciation  had  been  made,  and  the  pre- 
siding officer  might  just  as  well  have  said  that 
James  Clazton  or  Thomas  Dunn  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States.  Were  gentle- 
men to  be  put  down  by  clamor  and  by  force 
here  for  getting  up  to  assert,  not  only  their 
rights,  but  the  rights  of  tiie  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  f  Sir,  said  he,  your  election  is 
vitiated ;  you  have  flinched  from  the  question ; 
you  have  attempted  to  evade  the  decision  of 
that  which  was  essential  to  the  determination 
of  who  is  and  who  is  not  elected  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States.  Mr.  B.  oonduded 
his  remarks  by  moving  resolutions  declaring 
the  election  to  be  illegal,  dec.  They  were  as 
follows : 

1.  IU»lv9d^  That  the  electoral  votes  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  have  this  day  been  counted,  and  do  con- 
stitnte  a  part  of  the  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirtj-one  votes  given  for  President,  and  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  votes  given  for  Vice  President. 

2.  Resolwd^  That  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed,  and  of  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  has  not  been  announced  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea^ 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^  and  that  therefore  the  proceeding  has 
been  iiregnlar  and  illegal. 

Whilst  Mr.  B.  was  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing,  several  gendemen  claimed  the  floor. 

The  Spiajqeb  determined*  that  Mr.  Latbbop 
was  entitled  to  it ;  and  Mr.  L.  moved  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Flotb  claimed  the  right  of  the  floor,  as 
rising  flrst,  and  demanded  to  be  heard. 

The  Spbakkb  affirmed  Mr.  Lathbop's  right 

Mr.  Flotd  was  about  appealing  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  ChauTi  but  did  not. 
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Mr.  BiNGooLD  having  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  qaestion  of  adjournment,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  accordingly — yeas  95,  nays  60. 


Thubbday,  February  16. 

Admission  of  Missouri — Proposition  of  Mr. 
Clark^  of  New  York. 

Mr.  CuLBK,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  accompanying  it  with  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  it : 

Resolved  ly  the  Senate  and  House  cf  JUpresenia- 
Hoee  of  the  United  States  of  Amaioa^  m  Ccngreu 
aasemiledf  That  Missoari  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatsoeyer,  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next :  Provided^  That,  preyions  to  the  said 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  Missouri  shall  have 
expunged  horn  her  oonstxtntion  the  following  clause, 
to  wit :  **  It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  firom  coming  to  or  settling  in  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatever.**  And  that  on 
said  day,  certified  copies  of  said  constitution,  so 
amended,  shall  he  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the 
afiftrmative,  by  a  vote  of  60  to  46. 

Mr.  Clabx,  not  desiring  the  resolution  to  be 
acted  on  to-day,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  78. 

Bounty  to  Fishing  Vessels, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoLsav, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  some  time  ago,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vessels 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  annually, 
and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also 
the  amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same 
during  the  period  aforesaid." 

This  motion  to  amend  was  negatived  by  a 
small  minority. 

Mr.  I^ELSON,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  MoLean'b  motion  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

«  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  annually  imported 
into  each  State,  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of 
drawback ;  also,  the  amount  of  dutr  annually  col- 
lected on  the  same  in  each  State  during  the  tune 
aforesaid.** 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  conmiunicate  to  this  House  a  statement 


of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  ves- 
sels in  each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  time  ;  and  of  the  quan* 
tity  of  salt  annually  imported  into  each  State,  and 
not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also,  the 
amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same,  in 
each  State,  dunng  the  time  aforesaid. 

The  Shite  Trade  and  Emancipation, 

Mr.  Mkios,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the  par- 
pose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
certain  resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  its  consideration  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.    These  resolutions  related  to 
the  subject  of  slavery.    He  had,  he  said,  some- 
what modified  the  resolutions  offered  at  the 
last  session,  and  would  now  read  them  to  the 
House  before  he  proceeded  fiui;her  toexphun 
his  views  in  relation  to  them.    He  was  aware 
that,  on  the  first  mention  of  this  subject,  un- 
pleasant feelings  might  be  excited  in  one  part 
of  the  House,  but  he  trusted,  on  examination 
of  the  proposed  plan,  it  would  appear  less  ob- 
jectionable than  was  believed ;  and  he  ardently 
hoped,  indeed,  that  ultimately  it  might  be  foxmd 
the  means  of  closing  forever,  by  one  of  the  most 
glorious  acts  of  legislation  that  ever  proceeded 
from  any  legislative  body,  the  growing  contro- 
versy between  the  North  and  South,  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  of  a  most  serious  and 
alarming  nature.    [Mr.  M.  read  his  resolutions, 
as  below.]    When,  he  said,  it  was  considered 
that,  in  the  certain  increase  of  our  population, 
doubling  in  twenty-five  years,  we  should  see,  in 
half  a  century,  not  less  than  forty  millions  of 
people  in  the  United  States,  of  which  perhaps 
twenty  would  be  inhabitants  of  the  vast  coan- 
tries  beyond  the  Mississippi,  we  cannot  fail  to 
admit  that  the  five  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
contemplated  to  be  devoted  as  a  fund  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  will  have  had  a  value 
more  than  competent  to  the  redemption  and 
colonization  of  all  such  of  our  slave  population 
as  it  shall  be  found  expedient  or  desirable  to 
part  with.    Let  me  endeavor,  said  he,  to  show 
m  a  few  words  the  practical  operation  of  this 
fund.    Suppose  the  lands,  intended  to  constitute 
this  fund,  to  be  surveyed  into  the  usual  sections 
and  quarter  sections,  and  numbered ;  that  the 
alternate  numbered  portions  be  sold  fbr  certifi- 
cates of  the  value  of  slaves;  that  the  inter- 
mediate portions  be  disposed  of  only  for  cash ; 
that  the  certificates  of  value  of  slaves  be  furnish- 
ed in  the  following  manner:    whenever  the 
owner  of  slaves  is  willing  to  part  with  them, 
let  him  make  application  to  the  district  judge 
of  the  district,  who,  with  the  marshal  of  the 
district,  shall,  together  with  the  owner  and 
some  discreet  person  appointed  on  his  part,  as* 
certain  the  value  of  the  slaves  proposed  to  be 
emancipated;    that,  when  such  valuation   is 
made,  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  owner 
finally  to  accede  to  it ;  that,  on  his  consent,  the 
district  judee  shall  deliver  to  him  a  certificate 
of  such  valuation,  which  shall  be  receivable 
only  in  payment  for  the  alternate  sections  of 
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which  I  have  spoken.  Then,  will  it  not  be  ap- 
parent, that,  if  such  alternate  sections  are  por- 
ehaaed  with  such  certificates,  the  intermediate 
portions  will  aoqnire  a  yalne  which  will  com- 
mand sufficient  sums  of  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  colonization  ?  Will  not  this  opera- 
tion proceed ^Mrf  pasauf  Mr.  M.  sud  he  had 
witnessed,  with  constant  anxiety,  the  progress 
of  the  great  oootroversy  which  now  agitates  us, 
and  had,  from  the  be^ning  of  his  career,  as  a 
monber  of  this  House,  determined,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  to  devote  himself  a  sacrifice 
§at  the  great  object,  if  posfdble,  of  keeping  the 
two  great  parties  in  peace.  I  do  not  know, 
said  be,  whether  I  have  made  such  a  sacrifice. 
It  is  probable  I  have,  by  the  well-known  coarse 
whicii  I  haye  pursued  upon  this  subject.  But, 
■r,  if  indeed  I  have  lost  the  confidence  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  I  will,  before  I  leave  my 
present  station,  at  least  make  one  effort  for  the 
porpoae  of  uniting  the  parties  by  the  only 
meaanre  which  appears  to  me  to  be  calculated 
to  unite  them ;  one,  too,  in  which  both  may 
participate,  and  in  which  they  will,  as  I  repeat, 
pezform  one  of  the  most  noble  acts  of  legisla- 
tkn ;  one  which  I  would  not  exchange  for  all 
tlie  laws  on  our  statute  books  from  1789  to  this 
day.  I  have  even  indulged  what  may  be  con- 
adered  an  extremely  romantic  opioion,  that  the 
original  plan  of  Las  Oasas,*  of  preventing  the 
deBtraction  t>f  the  Indian  race  by  supplying  their 
place  with  the  hardy  natives  of  Africa,  may 
yet  terminate  in  restoring  to  Africa,  from  the 
pnflBure  of  the  great  necessity  which  we  feel 
CO  the  subject,  her  long  estranged  children, 
with  the  first  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
ai^  of  education,  so  that  Africa,  long  benight- 
ed, may  assume  a  respectable  rank  among  the 

•  llMUioioineir  de  Lm  Casts,  Blihop  of  ChUpa,  and 
ApagOm  «ri]idiaii  Hnmanitf.  Tha  labora  of  hJa  life,  In  be- 
Mffof  fba  ladiaoa  of  the  New  World,  gained  him  the  phil- 
aallMwple  title  Ij  which  he  has  been  dlBtlsgalshed ;  and 
van  ikmj  mlg^t,  tat  these  lAboxa  were  great,  and  long— dls- 
wad  taH  of  toU  and  danger.  Bom  a  noble,  (at 
flpfllii,  1814,)  he  embraced  the  eodeaiastical  profes- 
aft  tbe  age  of  nineteen,  that  he  might  deyote  himself  to 
labors  in  behalf  of  a  people  whose  oppressions 
in  ft  visit  with  his  Ikther  to  San  Domingo. 
"bm  began  in  joathltal  ardor  waa  continued  with  an- 
seal  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Fifty  jean  he  spent 
in  pe^aarhfng  the  gospel  to  the  natiyes  and  hnmanitj  to 
Mppieaaora.  Twelve  times  he  erossed  the  ocean,  to 
at  the  Ibot  of  the  Spanish  throne,  the  cause  of  the 
Indiana,  perishing  under  the  labor  of  the  mines, 
tbe  seTcritj*  of  their  treatment  C!onsoling  the  op- 
deridng  schemes  for  their  reliei;  and  struggling 
tile  oppressor,  was  the  fifty  years  labor  of  his  exist* 
Hirtory  attrfbntea  to  him  the  origin  of  AMcan 
ta  the  Vew  World-^  scheme  to  relieve  the  Indian 
labor  in  the  mines  by  putting  the  AfHcan  into  his 
If  so^  it  Is  one  ci  the  instances— an  eminent  one — 
■radi  evil  a  mistaken  philanthropy  can  do,  absorbed 
tbon^t,  and  blind  to  the  consequences  of  gratifying 
Bat  the  OMinory  of  the  good  bishop  has  found  defend- 
that  reproach,  and  the  ftiends  of  benevolence 
wish  it  mtnie. 


people  of  the  world.    Mr.  M.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

JUtolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  devoting  five  hundred  millions 
acres  of  pnblic  lands  next  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  a 
ftmd  for  the  pnzpose  of,  in  the  first  place,  employing 
a  nayal  force,  competent  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
alaye  trade.  Secondly,  the  gradnal  emancipation  of 
slaves,  by  a  voluntary  exchange  of  the  lands  for 
ihem ;  and,  lastly,  colonizing  such  emancipated 
slaves  in  such  way  as  may  be  conducive  to  their 
happiness  in  their  original  country,  Africa :  Provided^ 
That  no  such  exchange  of  lands  for  slaves  shall  ever 
be  suflered  or  allowed,  except  upon  the  perfectly  as- 
certained consent  of  such  slaves,  to  be  colonized  in 
Africa :  And  provided^  alto,  ThaX,  wherever  such  ex- 
changes are,  or  shall  be  made,  no  separation  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  or  parent  and  child,  shall  be  permitted 
contrary  to  their  well-asoertained  consent. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the 
resolution  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiye-~68 
to  50  votes. 

Mr.  Olabk,  of  Kew  Tofk,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 66  to  65. 


Fbidat,  February  16. 

In  calling  over  the  States  for  the  reception  of 
petitions,  when  petitions  were  called  for  from 
Tennessee — 

Mr  JoNas,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  and  said  that 
from  the  commencement  of  Hie  session,  he  haa 
discovered  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House  had,  in  his  call  for  petitions  from  the 
States,  uniformly  called  for  petitions  from  "-the 
delegate  from  Mssouri ;''  when,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  such  personage  in  this  House, 
and  therefore  moved  a  discontinuance  of  such 
call. 

Mr.  Speaksb  declared  such  motion  out  of  or- 
der at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Jonss  reluctantly  gave 
way,  apparently  with  an  intention  to  renew  the 
proposition  when  it  should  be  in  order. 

Death  of  William  A,  Burwell, 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  announced  the 
death  of  William  A.  Bubwell,  a  member  of 
this  House  from  that  State :  Whereupon, 

Jtetohedj  unmdmcusly,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take. order  for  snjpeiintending  the  funeral 
of  WiLLUM  A.  BuawELL,  deceased,  ]ate  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Kelson,  Mr.  Kandolph,  Mr.  Newton, 
Mr.  MoCoT,  Mr.  Babbovb,  Mr.  Ttleb,  and  Mr, 
Albxandsb  Smtth,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

lUtolvedj  unanimously^  That  tbe  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memoxy  of 
William  A.  Burwell,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  ann  for  the  remainder  of  the 
sesaon. 

Jietolvedf  ttnaamotu^f  That  the  members  will  at- 
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tend  the  faneral  of  the  late  WUliam  A.  Bnrwell,  to- 
morrow at  10  o'clock. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  William  A. 
BuBWELL,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Hr.  Nelson  informed  the  House  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  deceased  to  be  interred  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  attendance  of  the 
members  on  the  ftmeral  would  not  be  required 
beyond  the  lines  of  the  city. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Satubdat,  February  17. 

The  House  met,  and,  together  with  the  Sen- 
ate, attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  A. 
BuBwsLL,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  appointed  for  that 
purpose ;  and,  having  returned  to  their  Cham- 
ber, on  motion — 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoiTDAT,  February  19. 

Spanish  AfMriean  RepvhUcs, 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
present  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  lOth 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  contest  now  carrying 
on  between  Spain  and  her  South  American 
Colonies,  reported — 

That  the  committee  had  according  to  order  pre- 
Bented  the  resolution  to  the  President;  that  the 
President  assnred  the  committee  that,  in  common 
-with  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes,  he  felt  great  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  provinces  of  Spanish  America  which  are 
straggling  to  establish  their  freedom  and  independ- 
ence ;  and  that  he  would  take  the  resolution  into  de- 
liberate consideration,  with  the  most  perfect  respect 
for  the  distingaished  body  from  which  it  had  ema- 
nated. 


Wednesday,  February  21. 

Missouri — Proposed  Bepeal  of  the  Compromise 
heccmse  the  State  was  not  Admitted, 

Mr.  BsowN,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

Hetolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  Sth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
6,  1820,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain 
Territories;"  said  8th  section  imposing  a  prohibition 
and  restriction  upon  the  introduction  of  slaves  in  all 
that  territozy  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  36 


degrees  80  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  in  the 
State  contemplated  by  that  act. 

On  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Bbowh  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise,  with  unfeigned  reluo 
tance,  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  this 
honorable  body  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  with  a  concise  statement  of  the  Tiews 
upon  which  it  is  founded.  Nothing  short,  sir, 
of  an  imperative  sense  of  duty  would  have  in- 
fluenced me,  at  this  late  day  of  the  session,  to 
have  consumed  one  moment  of  that  time  which 
has  become  so  important  to  the  interest  of  this 
nation.  I  have  been  emboldened  to  ask  your 
pardon,  and  that  of  the  honorable  body  over 
which  you  preside,  from  a  reflection  that  a  few 
days  more  will  close  my  Congressional  labor^ 
probably  forever,  and  that,  up  to  this  period,  I 
have  been  sparing  of  your  time,  and  do  not  ex- 
pect again,  while  I  remain  on  the  floor,  to  ask 
your  indulgence. 

Before  I  advance  to  the  investigation  of  tho 
merits  of  the  resolution,  I  owe  it  to  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Clat,)  who  is  also  my  friend  and 
messmate,  to  explain  why,  having  commnnl- 
cated  to  several  others  my  design  of  proposing 
this  resolution,  I  have  carefully  avoided  men- 
tioning the  subject  to  him,  though  in  daily 
habits  of  intimacy,  and  although  I  have  no 
friend,  living,  whose  approbation  1  more  highly 
prize.  My  mind  has  been  made  up,  after  much 
reflection  upon  the  purpose  of  this  resolution, 
so  soon  as  it  should  be  decided  that  Mis- 
souri was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
that  decision  has  already  taken  place,  and  there 
is  not,  apparent  to  me,  any  reasonable  ground 
for  expecting  its  reversal  here.  My  colleague, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  wlio  has  labored  arduously  and 
zealously  to  settle  this  question,  and  tranquillize 
the  Union,  is  not  willing  yet  to  desptdr ;  he  in- 
dulges the  hope  that  something  may  still  be 
done.  Had  I  communicated  my  de^gn  to  him^ 
I  thought  it  likely  that  he  might  advise  the 
withholding  it,  yet  longer ;  and  admonished  and 
determined  against  further  delay,  by  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  early  close  of  my  privilege  on  this 
floor,  and  the  still  earlier  day  at  which  circnm- 
stances  required  me  to  leave  it,  1  have  thought 
it  better  to  proceed,  without  the  possible  appro- 
bation of  my  colleague,  than  against  his  prob- 
able advice. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  peculiar  aptnesB 
between  the  subject  which  1  propose  for  yonr 
consideration  and  the  remnant  of  the  session  ; 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  two  sessions  have  been 
wasted  away  in  the  fruitless  discussion  of  propo- 
sitions relating  to  Missouri;  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  all  classes  of  your  citizens 
have  suffered  and  groaned,  without  that  legisla- 
tive aid  which  was  required  by  their  wants,  and 
called  for  by  their  petitions ;  while  you  have 
denied  them  your  attention,  and  even  withheld 
from  them  your  sjrmpathy.  Sir,  there  exists  a 
further  objection  to  this  untimely  effort  to  de- 
spatch the  important  business  ot  iiie  nation ; 
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nearly  an  equal  half  of  this  Honse,  from  the  South 
and  West,  feel  themselyeB  and  their  constituents 
deeply  aggrieyed ;  they  cannot  bend  and  confine 
their  attention,  at  this  late  hour,  to  new  and 
important  sahjects,  called  for  by  those  who 
haTe,  with  apparent  nnooncera,  set  at  naught 
their  rights,  their  interests,  and  their  feelings; 
and,  if  stoical  enough  to  do  so,  they  should  re- 
collect the  frailty  of  humanity,  and  avoid  temp- 
tation. Sir,  Willi  me,  (I  cannot  dissemble,)  tiae 
salt  of  legislation  has  lost  its  savor.  The  subject 
I  propose  is  one  rendered  Just  and  necessary  by 
the  result  of  the  legislation  of  almost  the  whole 
preceding  part  of  this  Congress :  I  mean  your 
reteal  to  admit  ]Mls80uri  into  the  Union.  I  do 
not  believe  the  few  remaining  days  of  tiie  ses- 
flion  can  be  better  employed  than  in  adapting 
the  laws  and  measures  of  tins  €k>vemment  to 
the  extraordinary  crisia,  at  which  we  have  at 
length  arrived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  will  perceive  that  tlie  same 
act  of  Congress  which  contains  the  clause  au- 
thorizing me  people  of  IGssonri  to  fonn  a  con- 
fltitotion  and  State  government,  contains  also 
tiie  danse  which  I  now  pronose  to  repeaL  The 
histoiy  of  that  act  is  better  xnown  in  this  Hall, 
than  It  is  out  of  it;  and  as  it  has  become  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  frdly  understood  by  the 
nation,  although  I  referred  to  it  on  a  former 
oooaaion,  while  addresdng  the  House,  it  seems 
•o  necessary  to  a  clear  comprehension  of  my 
proposition,  that  1  must  entreat  your  patience, 
whue  I  again  make  a  statement  of  the  facts.  I 
appreciate  the  indulgence  shown  me,  and  will 
he  aa  concise  and  rapid  as  possible. 

I  now,  sir,  proceed  to  make  the  statement 
upon  which  my  resolution  is  predicated,  and  I 
Invite  the  correction  of  gentlemen  who  may  be- 
fieve  me  in  any  degree  incorrect  Upon  the 
motkm  of  the  present  honorable  Speaker  of  this 
Hofuae,  who  was  also  the  mover  of  the  restric- 
tkn,  a  committee  was  raised  early  in  tiie  last 
nanon,  upon  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
reatriction  on  IGssoun,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
€f  compromising  and  allaying  a  subject  wnich 
erai  then,  in  the  cradle,  gave  indications  of  its 
being  an  infSmt  Hercules:  and  I  will  do  the 
bonorable  Speaker  the  Justice  to  say,  that  I  do 
not  believe  he  would  have  proposed  a  mode  or 
soggested  a  principle  b v  which  wis  aflOur  should 
be  settled,  that  he  did  not  believe  consistent 
Willi  the  dictates  of  morality  and  reason.  The 
comndttee  thus  raised  did  not  disagree  upon 
principles,  but  upon  lines  of  longitude  and  lati- 
tude. All  were  wilUng  for  a  compromise,  but 
the  position  of  the  lines  presented  insuperable 
difficulties,  and  the  comnuttee,  on  their  applica- 
Udd,  was  discharged.  The  bill  preparatory  to 
the  adndasion  of  Missouri  passed  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  with  a  restrictioxL  and  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate ;  the  Senate  had  a  bill  be- 
ibre  them  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
rnioo :  Maine  was  <m  the  extreme  eastern,  Mis- 
ioari  on  the  extreme  western  limb  of  the  United 
States.  Maine  was  called  for  by  the  non-slave- 
boldog  States  of  the  North  ^ao^  Sast;  Missouri, 


by  the  slaveholdmg  States  of  South  and  West ; 
the  East  was  Jealous  of  the  growth  and  power 
of  the  West,  which  excited  alarm  and  Jealousy 
in  the  West:  Maine  in  the  east  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted without  restrictions;  Missouri  in  the 
west  claimed  the  same  exemption  from  the  in- 
tm£don  of  the  General  Government :  to  calm 
these  Jealousies,  allay  these  fears,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  East  and 
West,  the  Senate  determined  that  Maine  and 
2ifis8ouri  should,  by  the  same  act^  and  at  the 
same  instant,  pass  the  threshold  into  the  Union ; 
and  that  each  should  enter,  equally  unfettered 
by  restriction.    This  was  Just  and  wise,  and  did 
honor  to  the  calm  and  well-balanced  minds  of 
that  venerable  body.    The  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  preparatonr  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  being  tnus  amended  by  the  Senate, 
was  reported  to  the  House:  the  House  disagreed ; 
the  SenatCiinsisted ;  the  House  rejected ;  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  appointed  to  settle,  if 
possible,  these   differences   between  the   two 
branches  of  Congress  and  the  friends  of  Miune 
and  Missouri,    llie  Joint  conmiittee,  after  much 
anxious  deliberation,  came  to  a  settlement,  sat- 
is&ctory  to  a  large  minority  of  Congress,  and  to 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  tills  nation ;  the 
friends  of  Missouri  having  agreed  that  M.aine^ 
unfettered,  should  be  admitted  forthwith  into 
the  Union ;  and  having  reluctantly  consented  to 
the  imposition  of  a  restriction  upon  the  territory 
west  of  Missouri.    Those  who  opposed  Missouri 
agreed  to  withdraw  their  opposition,  and  to 
consent  to  her  admission  without  restriction. 
When  I  speak  of  the  parties  agreeing  to  propo- 
sitions, I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  that 
every  person  agreed,  but  a  sufficient  number  to 
constitute  a  minority,  and  to  carry  their  ar- 
rangement through  Congress.     The  terms  of 
the  compromise  being  thus  well  understood  and 
agreed  upon,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  inunediately  passed;  and  this 
bill  also  passed  authorizing  Mssouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  without  re- 
striction, and  containing  upon  its  fiuse  a  stipula- 
tion that  she  should  be  admitted  into  the  union 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States ;  which 
bill  also  imposea  the  restriction  upon  the  terri- 
tory, which  restriction  I  now  contend  should  be 
repealed.    Missouri  assembled  her  convention, 
and  formed  her  constitution,  laid  down,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  other  States,  the  territo-^ 
ri^  government,  and  put  into  full  operation  her 
State  government :  she  chose  her  Kepresenta- 
tive  and  Senators,  who,  under  the  faith  of  this 
law,  presented  her  constitution,  and  asked  ad- 
mittance into  the  Union.    They  have  been  un- 
justly and  unldndly  r^ected ;  and  the  attempt 
has  been  renewed  to  impose  upon  her  the  odi- 
ous restriction,  bought  off  at  the  last  session ; 
and,  what  would  seem  almost  incredible,  none 
can  have  been  more  zealous  to  produce  her  re- 
jection than  the  Representatives,  with  a  single 
exception,  from  this  very  State  of  Maine,  who 
could  not  have  been  upon  this  floor  at  this  time, 
or  probably  in  all  after  time,  but  for  the  com- 
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promise ;  for  Massaohnaetts,  whose  consent  was 
indispensable  to  the  emancipation  of  Maine,  had 
cautiously  given  it  with  a  limitation,  which 
would  have  run  out  in  a  day  or  two  after  the 
compromise  and  her  admission ;  and  it  was  rep- 
resented here  to  be  very  doubtful  whether 
Hassadiusetts  would  ever  afterwards  have  again 
vielded  her  consent  To  the  honor  of  MiSne, 
her  Senators  (Holmes  and  Ohandler)  and  one  of 
her  Representatives  (Shaw*)  have  preserved 
good  faith,  and  have  contended  and  voted  for 
tiie  admissiou  of  Missouri,  and  the  fcdfilment  of 
the  terms  of  compromise,  with  such  modifica- 
tion of  her  constitution  as  obviated  the  objec- 
tionable feature. 

Kow,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  principles  of 
eternal  Justice  which  govern  the  intercourse 
and  contracts  of  individuals,  and  the  negotia- 
tion and  compacts  of  communities,  states,  aod 
nations,  I  demand  of  Congress,  not  for  myself, 
but  for  one-half  of  the  United  States,  the  repeal 
of  this  restriction  upon  the  territory  west  and 
north  of  Missouri.  The  consideration  promised 
for  this  restriction  has  not  been  paid;    the 

Slighted  faith  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of 
[issouri  has  been  violated;  then  take  of^  at 
least,  the  restriction.  Give  us  Missouri  with- 
out restriction,  or  place  us  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, by  taiing  it  off  of  the  territory,  in  which 
we  were  when  you  entered  into  the  covenant, 
and  gave  us  the  solemn  pledge  of  a  law  to  do 
BO.  Sir,  the  course  of  the  majority  can  be  jus- 
tified by  no  principle  of  reason  or  sound  policy, 
but  must  rest,  for  its  support,  upon  the  antiquat- 
ed doctrines  of  schoolmen  and  casuists,  of 
pious  fraud;  the  end  sanctifying  the  means ;  of 
doing  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it ;  which, 
though  they  have  received  the  reprobation  of 
true  moralists,  may  find  a  place  in  uie  new  code 
of  ethics,  likely  to  grow  out  of  these  times. 
lir*  B.  having  concluded — 
The  preliminary  question  was  put — "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  this  resolution  f " 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^79  votes  to  48. 
So  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 


Thubbdat,  February  22. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
farther  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,^^  was 
^read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

An  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  jails, 
in  certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons 
committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cookb, 

Besokedy  that  this  House  will,  at  12  o^dock 
on  Monday  next,  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer 
to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  resolution 

*  When  fhis  qnwtlon  was  again  revived,  and  MiBSOiixi  ad- 
mltted,  Mr.  wiii^  of  Maine,  voted  for  her  admliBion. 


directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of 
Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer,  or  printers,"  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1819. 

Mr.  Cbowell  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tiie  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,"  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  said  bill  into  consideration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

JSatification  qf  the  Treaty  of  1819  mth  Spain. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidxnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Scute  of 

Jtqpreeentatives  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  limits,  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the 
22d  of  Febmaiy,  1819,  having  been  ratified  by  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been 
exchanged,  it  is  herewith  communicated  to  Congress, 
that  snch  legislative  measnres  may  be  taken  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  the  same  into  exeeui- 
tiou. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

Washington,  Februaty  22,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  Treaty,  r^erred  to  the  Oommittee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 

Missouri — Mr,  Clay^s  Motion  for  a  Grand  Joint 

Committee, 

Mr.  OuLY  then  rose  to  make  his  expected 
motion  respecting  Missouri,  which  was  in  the 
following  shape: 

Jtetolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed^  cm  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House,  re- 
spectively, whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  make 
proviaon  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  original  States,  and  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
withiu  Missouri ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  other,  and 
what  prorision,  adapted  to  her  actual  conditioo, 
ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate  of 
about  one  hour's  length. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  same  hy 
striking  out  these  words,  viz:  "and  if  not, 
whether  any  other  and  what  provision  adapted 
to  her  actual  condition  ought  to  be  made  by 

law." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
101,  nays  65. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered  that 
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the  said  oommittee  consist  of  twenty-three 
members ;  and  that  they  be  elected  by  baUot, 
pursuant  to  the  mles  and  orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BuiNDOLpH  then  moved  that  one  member 
of  the  said  committee  be  chosen  firom  each  State ; 
which  being  negatiYed, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  election. 

Mr.  AixxN,  of  MaasachnsettSi  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  Section  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Tbaot  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  eleetioa  on  Monday  nezt^  at  12  o'clock. 

This  latter  motion  being  rejected,  the  qnes- 
tion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  tiie 
election  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmativei 


Fbibat,  February  28. 
Piiblic  Land  Debt 

Tbe  Hoose  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gbowxix, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  prior  to  ^e  1st  of  July, 
1820. 

Mr.  McGoT  had  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  permits  a  conditional  surrender  to 
the  United  States  of  the  land  purchased;  so 
much  as  dispenses  with  interest- on  the  money 
doe  for  lands ;  and  so  much  as  makes  a  deduo- 
tiofn,  in  certain  cases,  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
seTen  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of 
the  debt. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  debate  on  the 
of  the  bin,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
iple  of  the  bill  was  supported  and  opposed 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  the  dUI — 
AsDBBSON,  Bbush,  Hbndbioks,  Jones, 
and  Cult.  Against  the  bill — ^Messrs.  Hasdin, 
GuiPSPEB,  Auks  of  Tennessee,  and  McGot. 

Mr.  AiIkn,  of  Tennessee,  said:  The  argu- 
BMiift  so  much  relied  upon  by  the  friends  of  the 
biU,  that  the  Government  is  the  creditor,  and 
oeght  not  to  exercise  that  rigor  in  exacting  com- 
^iance  with  contracts  ruinous  to  her  debtors 
that  individuals  would,  because  it  is  the  com- 
Boa  stock  of  all,  as  well  as  that  urged  on  ac- 
eawit  of  the  depreciation  of  certain  bank  paper 
thai  win  not  pay  the  holder's  debts  without  a 
diseoont  equal  to  the  reduction  contemplated  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  would  apply  with 
ftiree  if  the  whole  community  were  debtors  of 
this  description,  and  to  be  provided  for  in  this 
UI ;  but  when  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  pmv 
chased  pabtic  land,  and  all  are  laboring  under 
tbe  difficulty  so  feeUngly  described,  can  it  be 
right  to  ^ply  the  remedy  to  a  few,  and  leave 
others  to  struggle  through  as  they  can  ? 

I  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  hindmost  in 
binding  up  the  wounds  inflicted  by  misfortune 
ipoa  any  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  But,  sir,  the 
wretched  and  the  poor  presented  to  us  here  in 
sodi  lively  figures,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this 
Batter;  it  is  not  the  poor  that  buy  land  in  any 
eoQDtry. 


Gan  any  man  make  me  believe  that  a  farmer, 
owning  a  plantation  on  which  he  ^as  resided 
three  or  four  years  without  rent,  is  to  be  broken 
up  and  ruined  by  the  payment  of  eighty  dolhurs 
a  year,  the  sum  required  to  complete  his  title  to 
a  tract  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fertile 
land,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  ?  Such 
purchasers,  I  repeat  it,  can  and  will  pay,  and 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  done  so  already. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  give  such  purchasers 
the  liberty  of  paying  annually  fifty  dollars, 
without  interest,  for  eight  years.  If  punctually 
paid  it  ia  not  half  the  rent  the  poor  have  to  pay 
for  a  home  in  any  country ;  and  if  in  de£Biul^ 
you  give  them  the  chance  of  eight  years  more 
without  paying  any  thing.  This  is  going  further 
than  they  could  ask.  But,  in  getting  at  the 
class  of  purchasers  for  whom  tiiis  bill  is  intend- 
ed it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  poor,  as,  on 
other  occasions,  sometimes  it  is  done  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  rich ;  they  are  the  class  whose  in- 
terest is  consulted  in  this  bill ;  they  have  con- 
trived to  get  all  the  land  that  is  worth  anv 
thing  in  their  possession ;  and  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  will  con- 
vince any  disinterested  man  that  the  object  is 
to  get  the  whole  eventually  for  nothing. 

If  it  is  to  be  given  away,  I  want  a  distribu- 
tion more  equal.  The  most  deserving  get  none ; 
men  who  risked  their  lives  disputing  the  title 
of  the  aborigines,  and  marched  over  the  dead 
bodies  of  your  enemies  to  gain  this  land,  get 
not  one  foot  of  it,  but  that  which  has  been  re- 
fused by  these  avaricious  landmongers. 

Independent  of  all  the  iiHustice  that  must 
foUow  this  gratuity,  among  the  land  debtors.  I 
view  the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one  in  rela- 
tion to  the  collection  of  revenue — ^I  think  I  see 
another  class  of  debtors  ready  to  put  in  for 
their  share. 

The  whole  dependence  of  this  Government 
is  on  revenue  derived  from  imports  tiiat  is  now 
owing  by  merchants,  who  have  experienced 
greater  losses  than  any  class  of  men  in  tiiie  com- 
munity. They  are  too  useful  and  meritorious 
to  be  left  beggars,  aftier  we  finish  the  good  work 
in  the  West.  And,  sir,  the  cordiid  support 
given  this  bill,  by  a  certain  section  of  the  coun- 
try, puts  me  on  my  guard,  not  being  accustonH 
ed  to  see  any  extraordinary  disphiy  of  sym- 
pathy for  the  people  of  the  West,  except  for 
those  who  we  idl  know  hold  no  land.  I  do  not 
know  that  self-interest  would  influence  any  one 
in  a  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
am  a  stranger  to  all  management  in  legislation. 
I  belong  to  no  party ;  I  know  of  none ;  and  far 
be  it  from  me  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any. 
It  is  enough  for  me  tojjudge  for  myself— in  doing 
so,  on  this  occasion,  I  believe  sound  policy  and 
impartial  Justice  requires  from  me  a  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this 
biU,  and  as  much  more  as  will  defeat  its  passage. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McCoy's 
motion,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Akdbbsoit  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  allow  an  absolute 
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redaotion  of  thirty-three  per  cent  on  the 
amonnt  dije  by  the  debtors,  and  bo  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  confine  the  discount  to  those  who 
shonld  make  prompt  payment  of  the  whole  som 
dae. 

This  proposition  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Bsxohbb,  Jonxs,  Oook,  Habdin, 
Sebokaist,  Akdxbson,  apd  Olat,  Joined. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived— yeas 
66,  nays  62. 

Mr.  TucESB,  of  Yirginia,  moTed  to  add  the 
following  proviso  to  the  first  sectioji  of  the  bill : 

Provided^  also.  That  where  any  pnrchiuer  has  pur- 
chased at  the  same  time  two  or  more  quarter  sections, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  relinqnish  less  than  a 
quarter  section. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Habdin  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
moved  the  following  additional  proviso  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bOl : 

And  provided^  JkrtheTf  That  the  disoonnt  allowed 
in  this  bul  shall  not  be  made  where  the  debtor  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  of  ^e  said  seireral  mstalmentH,  as  the 
same  shall  become  doe  and  payable. 

The  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  also 
r^ected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  without  amendment 

Election  of  the  Jamt  OommitUd  on  the  part  qf 
the  House  of  Eepreeentatvoee, 

Mr.  Abohbb,  of  Virginia,  then  reported  that 
the  tellers  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots 
given  for  a  committee  of  28  members  on  the 
S[ijE»ouri  subject,  according  to  the  resolution  of 
yesterday,  had  performed  that  duty — ^the  result 
of  which  ballot  he  delivered  in. 

It  appeared  that  167  members  had  been  voted 
for,  but  tiiat  tJie  following  17  gentlemen  only 
had  a  majority  of  the  ballots  given,  and  were 
elected,  viz: 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Messrs.  Eddy,  of  R.  I. 

Cobb,  of  Geo.  Ford,  of  N.  Y. 

Hill,  of  Mame,  Cnlbreth,  of  Md. 

Barbour,  of  Va.  Hackley,  of  N.  Y. 

Storrs,  of  N.  Y.  S.  Moore,  of  Pa. 

Cocke,  of  Tenn.  Stevens,  of  Conn. 

Bankin,  of  Miss.  Boger8,ofPa. 

Archer,  of  Va.  Southard,  of  N.  J. 
Brown,  of  Ey. 

Seventeen  only  being  elected,  there  remained 
six  members  yet  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Olay  moved,  as  the  operation  of  ballot* 
tng  again  to-morrow  would  be  tedious,  and 
create  delay,  that  the  House  agree,  by  geaieral 
consent,  to  select  the  remaining  six  members 
from  those  having  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Speaker  ap- 
point the  remaining  six ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
mg  intimated  to  the  House  that  if  tne  duty  de- 
volved on  him,  he  should,  from  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, make  the  appointment  from  the  names 
stan^g  next  highest  to  those  elected  on  the 
list,  the  latter  course  was  concurred  in  by  the 


House,  Mr.  Olat  having  withdrawn  his  motioE 
in  favor  of  that  course. 

It  appeared  then  tJiat  the  five  following 
gentlemen  are  also  elected  on  the  conunittee, 
being  the  next  highest  on  the  list : 

Messrs.  Darlington,  of  Pa.  Messrs.  Gross,  of  N.  T. 

Pitcher,  of  N.  Y.  livermore,  of  N.  E 

Sloan,  of  Ohio. 

After  these,  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Baldwih 
were  next  highest  on  the  list,  and  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  remains  for  the 
Speaker  to  designate  the  gentleman  who  shall 
make  tJie  twenty-third  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  February  24. 

Messrs.  Rakdolpb,  BAij>wii!r,  and  Smith,  of 
Nortb  Carolina,  were  appointed,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named,  to  be  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  Missouri  subiect ;  the  first  of  these 
to  fill  up  t^e  number  of  the  committee,  and  the 
two  last  to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Livbbmobk,  and  Mr. 
Gboss,  of  New  York,  who  were  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee. 


MovDAT,  February  d8w 
Beport  of  the  Missouri  Joint  Committee, 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution,  as 
reported  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  War 
souri  subject. 

Mr.  Glat  briefly  explained  the  views  of  the 
committee,  and  uie  considerations  which  in- 
duced them  to  report  the  resolution.  He  oon- 
sidered  this  resolution  as  being  tihe  same  in  effect 
as  that  which  had  been  previously  reported  by 
tiiie  former  committee  of  thirteen  members; 
and  stated  that  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  was  unanimous,,  and  that  on  the  part 
of  this  House  nearly  so,  in  &vor  of  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adamb,  of  Massachusetts,,  delivered  his 
objections  to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  of 
the  defect  of  power  in  theCongiess  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  or  require  the  Legblature  of 
a  State,  onoe  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  do  the 
act  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  be  demanded 
of  the  Legislature  of  MissourL 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  the  area- 
ments  of  Mr.  Adamb,  and  defended  the  resoln- 
tion  from  the  objections  set  xxp  against  it.  He 
earnestly  invited  the  Houee  to  support  the  reso- 
lution, and  thus  to  end  the  distracting  and  paiop 
fill  controyeray  respecting  Missouri. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  in  explai^ition. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  anyd  delivered  his  sentiments  with 
much  earnestness,  and  pretty  much  at  large,  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  on  tiie  groimd  as 
well  of  its  terms,  as  of  hostility  to  the  toleration 
of  slavery  in  any  shape,  or  under  any  pretence, 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
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JSeport  o/tke  Miuomi  Jomt  Commiflee, 


[H.  or  B 


[Dorine  the  progresB  of  this  epeeoh,  Mr.  Allen 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Tbdcblb,  because  dia- 
eusfliDg  not  the  question  before  the  House,  but  a 
qneetaoo  decided  at  the  last  aesdon.  The  Sphak- 
SB,  however,  oyermled  this  objection.] 

Mr.  AuxH  oondaded,  bjr  moving  to  amend  the 
resolution  hj  striking  oat  the  word  *'  citizen,*' 
wherever  it  oooors  in  the  resolution,  as  above 
printed,  and  to  insert  in  lieo  thereof^  ^^firee  ne- 
gro or  mn]atto.'* 

Mr.  R.  MooBS,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  required 
the  previous  question,  believing  that  this  subject 
had  been  so  long  debated,  as  to  require  that  it 
be  decided,  in  one  way  or  another,  without  fur- 
ther consumption  of  Ihe  time  of  the  House. 

Ninety-five  members  having  risen  to  second 
this  nootton,  and  the  veas  and  nays  having  been 
recrmred  thereon  by  Mr.  RAin>OLFH — 

The  question  was  stated  in  the  following  form : 
"^  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  putf"  and 
vas  decided — for  the  previous  question  109, 
^gsinst  it  60. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
"  3haU  the  retolution  he  engroued  and  read  a 
HUrd  time  t^  add  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
86,  nays  82,  as  foflows : 

TxAS. — Messrs.  Abbot^  Alexandor,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nfiBwnCj  Andenon,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
02iia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
BlacUedge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnt- 
lar  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crmwford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert, 
Drnvideott,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolma,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Fori,  Gray,  Gnyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  HUl, 
Hooka,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Yiiginia,  Jones  of 
TfiifWHsee,  little,  McCoy,  MoCreaiy,  McLean  of 
Kentecky,  Meig^  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vliginia,  New- 
SOB,  Orerstreet,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Bing- 
cnldy  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
Eisu^  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Snjth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  South- 
aid,  Sterols,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Viiginia,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina,  I^ler, 
Udiee,  Walker,  Warfield,  ^flUliams  of  Virginia,  and 
WiOiams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massaohusetta, 

ABfltt  of  New  Ycric,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bmsh, 

Baffimi,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 

Chigett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlingt^  Denton, 

Devitt,  Dickinson,  Edwaids  of  Connectiont,  Edwards 

cf  Pennsylvania,  Eusds,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest^ 

Toller,  Garnet,  Gorfaam,  Gross,  of  New  York,  Gross 

of  PemsylTama,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hand- 

zicka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Uostetter,  Kendall, 

Snsey,  Elneley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Ma- 

daj,  McCnUoogfa,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meeoh,  Monell, 

R.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 

fhnaetti^  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps^ 

nnlaoii.  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards, 

Richmond,   Rosa,   Ruse,    Sergeant,   Silsbee,    Sloan, 

Sbeet,  Strong  of  Vermont^  Strong  of  New  York,  Tan^ 

T— iBnson,  Tracy,  XJpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 

Weodover,  Whilman,  and  Wood. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  he  read  a 
third  time  this  day,  but  not  without  consider- 
ate oppositian. 

\ou  YIL— 9 


The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  pnt  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Randolph,  in  a  speech  of  some  twenty 
minutes,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should 
not  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  final  Question  was  then  taken  on  the 
resolution,  ana  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered  to 
he  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.* 


*  The  resolntlon  ss  reported  and  adopted,  was  In  these 
words! 

Rt9olM&  ly  ih6  Stnats  and  Bimus  <]f  JiepretmiaUeei  <if 
IKe  UnUtd  SMm  qfAmeriea^  in.  Oonar^w  atawtbUeL  That 
Miasoari  shall  be  aoraltted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  Ibot- 
ing  with  the  orictnal  States,  In  all  respeeta  whatever,  upon 
the  ftmdamentaT  condition,  that  the  fourth  dsnse  of  the 
twent7«fiixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  oonstltatlon 
sabmitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress,  shall  never 
be  constmed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that 
no  law  shall  be  passed  in  conformity  thweto,  by  which  any 
dtisen,  of  either  of  the  States  in  this  union,  shall  be  exdaded 
from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  pTivileges  and  immnnltles 
to  which  Bach  dtlsen  is  entitled  nnder  the  Constltotlon  of 
the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  Leglslatare  of  said 
State^  by  a  solemn  pablio  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the 
said  Stale  to  the  said  Aindamental  condition,  and  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  aatnentlo  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  npon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  President,  by  procla- 
mation, ahall  annoonoe  the  ihet;  whereupon,  and  wtthont 
any  foither  proceedlne  on  the  jpart  of  Concress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  Into  the  Union  shall  De  considered  as 
complete. 

Approved,  March  S,  1821. 

The  reason  of  referring  it  to  the  President  to  annonnoe 
the  Ihct,  by  proclamation,  that  Missonri  had  complied  with 
the  condition  of  the  resolution,  and  was  thereby  admitted, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  question  of  admission, 
in  any  shape  whatever,  from  getting  before  Congress  again. 
The  State  complied  within  the  limited  time,  whereupon  the 
President  iasned  the  following  proclamation ;  and  the  por- 
tentons  struggle  of  two  years  and  a  half  came  to  a  dose: 

A  PBOCLAMATIOK. 

BT  TEB  FBaBXDBnr  OP  noi  nvmn  svAns. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  br  a  Joint 
resolution  of  the  second  day  of  March  last,  entitled  ^*  Besoln- 
tlon  providing  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  Into 
the  union  on  a  certain  condition,"  did  determine  and  de- 
daze-"'*  That  Missouri  should  be  admitted  Into  this  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  State^  in  all  respects 
whatever,  upon  the  fondamental  condition,  that  the  fourth 
dense  of  the  twenty-sizth  section  of  the  third  artide  of  the 
constitution  submitted  on  the  nsrt  of  said  State  to  Congress, 
shall  never  be  construed  to  antnorize  the  passage  of  any  law, 
and  that  no  law  sliall  be  passed  in  conformlfy  thereto^  bv 
which  any  dtlzen  of  either  of  the  States  of  this  Unlon.shsIl 
be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privilegioand 
immiiwitiftn  to  which  such  dtlzeu  is  entitled  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  Leglshi- 
ture  qS  the  said  State,  by  s  solemn  pnblic  act.  sludl  dechwe 
the  assent  of  the  said  Sute  to  the  said  ftmdamental  con- 
dition, and  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  In  November  next,  an 
authentic  copy  of  said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof;  the 
President,  by  pxodamation,  shall  announce  the  fitct ;  where- 
npon,  and  witnoot  any  forther  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  Into  this  Union 
ahalfbe  considered  ss  complete :"— And  whereas,  bv  a  solemn 
pnblic  act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  of  Missouri, 
passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  In  the  present  vear  en- 
UUed  "■  A  solemn  pnblic  act  declaring  the  assent  of  this  State 
to  the  itandamental  condition  contained  in  a  reeolutlon 
passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  providing  for 
theadmlssion  of  Qie  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  * 
certeln  condition ;"  an  authentic  copy  whereof  has  been  com- 
munlcated  to  me,  it  is  solemnly  and  publidy  enacted  and 
declared,  that  that  State  has  assented  and  does  assent,  that 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twentv-stxth  section  of  the  third 
article  of  the  constitution  of  said  State  '*»hall  never  be  con- 
stmed to  authorise  the  passage  of  any  ]aw,.and  that  ne  law 


180 


ABJUDGHENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 


7^  Floridtu^BiU  to  take  Ptfuetskm, 


[Maboh,  182L 


Tuesday,  Febraarj  27. 
Inerease  qf  ih$  Na/oy. 

The  HoQse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Basboub, 
of  Yirginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  Che  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradnal  increase  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  annual  appropriation  therdEbr  from  one  mil- 
lion to  half  a  xxullion  dollars  per  annum,  and 
extend  the  term  of  appn^riation  from  three  to 
fliz  years. 

Mr.  Basboub  indicated  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose an  am^idment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  limit  the  reduced  appropriation 
to  three  years;  his  object  being  to  have  the 
ships  contemplated  to  be  built,  so  f&t  completed 
as  regarded  the  frames  of  them,  as  to  be  in  a 
state  to  be  secured  and  covered  in  by  houses 
built  over  them.  Mr.  B.  explained  at  large  his 
views  of  this  subject,  the  leading  feature  of 
which  was,  that  however  advisable  it  might  be 
to  build  more  ships,  it  was  not  necessary  at 
present  to  put  them  afloat.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  moving 
that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  giving  notice  that 
at  12  o'clock  to  morrow,  he  diould  call  it  up, 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  amendment  which 
he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  FiTLLRB  rose  merely  to  say,  that  when  the 
amendment  should  be  before  the  House,  he 
should  endeavor  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion, 
the  bill  should  not  be  adopted  at  this  session  at 
least 

The  committee  then  rose,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Babbovb,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Satubdat,  March  8. 

Election  of  Printer, 

Mr.  Cooks  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Se$olvedf  That  this  Hoiue  will  foiihwith  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  printer  to  execute  its  work  dniing  the 
next  Congreo,  according  to  the  proviaons  of  the 
reaolatioii  **  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print- 
ing of  CoDgress  ahul  be  executed ;  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  or  printers,*'  passed  on  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1819. 

sbsll  be  pused  in  oonfonnity  thereta  hj  which  any  dtisen 
of  either  of  the  United  States  shall  be  excluded  from,  the 
enjoyment  of  any  of  the  jpriTileges  and  immunities  to  which 
such  dtlzena  are  entitled  under  the  CJonstitution  cf  the 
United  States:*"— Now,  therefore,  I,  Jaxsb  Mointon,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  cf 
Oongxess  aforesaid,  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation,  an- 
nouncing the  ikot,  that  the  said  State  of  Missouri  has  ss- 
sented  to  the  Aindamental  condition  required  hy  the  reso- 
lution ci  Congress  a/breaald;  whereupon  the  aunission  of 
the  ssid  State  of  Missouri  into  this  Union  Is  dedsred  to  be 
complete. 

In  testimony  whereoi;  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these  pres- 
ents, and  signed  the  same  with  mr  hand.  Done  at 
[l.  a.]  the  City  of  Washington,  the  tenth  day  of  August 
1821 ;  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  United 
States  of  America  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MONBOfi. 
By  the  President: 
Jomr  QuiHOT  AniJO^  Sterelary  qfSkOi, 


The  Spbazsb  put  the  previous  question  of 
consideration  on  this  motion,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  SEBOEAinr  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  negatived. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to.  The  Sfbak- 
BB  then  laid  before  the  House  letters  from  E. 
DeErafit,  Elliot  &  Irvine,  Davis  &  Force,  and 
Gales  &  Seaton,  offering  themselves  as  candi- 
dates for  this  employment;  the  first  named 
offering  to  do  the  work  for  25  per  cent,  lees 
than  the  prices  established  by  the  act  of  March 
8, 1819,  and  the  second  named  offering  to  do  it 
for  25^  per  cent  less.  An  attempt  was  then 
made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  and  }tc. 
Wood,  of  New  York,  to  suspend  or  dispense 
with  the  election ;  but  the  motion  for  that  pur- 
pose was  pronounced  out  of  order,  the  Hoaae 
having  determined  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the 
election.  The  House  then  balloted  accordingly, 
and  the  tellers  (Mr.  Gboss,  Mr.  Bksoheb,  and 
Mr.  Oobb)  reported  that  the  votes  were — 


For  Gales  &  Seaton  - 
Elliot  &  Irvine  - 
Davis  &  Force  - 
E.  DeErafft 
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and  that  Gales  &  Seaton  were  of  course  elected. 
In  the  Senate  the  election  took  place  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bakboub.  The 
votes  in  that  body  were — 

For  Gales  &  Seaton  .       -       -       -       28 
Scattering  -        -        -       -         8 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitied  "  An  act  for  regulating 
process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States;" 
whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  tiiird  time  to-day. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  five  o^olock, 
P.M. 

FrvE  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  FloridM^BiU  to  take  Poneuum^  and  for 
Tempora/ry  Government, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lathbop  reported 
that  the  committee  had  again  had  the  state  of 
thee  Union  under  consideration,  and  directed 
him  to  report  the  bill  thereto  committed  on  the 
27th  February  ultimo,  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  treaty  between  the  Unit^  States  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Washington  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  r^td,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 
The  bill  was  then  further  amended ;  and 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, farther  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  Territories,  where  it  first 
occurs  in  the  second  section,  these  words:  ^*not 
incompatible  with  the  Oonstitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States ;"  so  that  the  civil,  military, 
and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  within  the  territories  of  East  and 
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West  Florida,  and  which  are  established  by  the 
aaid  bill  for  the  goyemment  of  said  territories 
until  otherwise  provided,  shall  "not  be  incom- 
patible with  the  Oonstitation  and  laws  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  qnestion  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Tlie  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Florida  BiU  Fasted. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
**iji  act  for  carrying  into  ezecntion  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
concluded  at  Washington,  the  22d  of  February, 
1819 ;"  and  ^' An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dcJlars,"  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 


Thanla  to  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Olat  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to 
the  following  effect : 

I  rise  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if  it  should 
conciliate  the  general  concurrence  of  this  House, 
I  shall  be  extremely  glad.  The  present  session 
was  commenced  under  very  unpleasant  auspices. 
In  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  the  first  manifestation  was  made  of  that 
unfortunate  division  of  opinion  which  has  been 
the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  session.  The 
storm  has  happily  subsided,  and  we  have  the 
sreat  satisfaction  to  bdiold  the  ship  of  our  Con- 
federa<^  unimp^red  by  its  rage ;  her  hull,  her 
rigiging,  and  her  patriotic  crew  completely  fit 
for  a  long  and  glorious  Toyage,  under  the  star- 
^tangled  banner  which  prouoly  fioats  aloft. 

The  moral  of  -that  agitating  drama,  of  which 
for  more  than  two  years  past  our  country  has 
been  the  theatre,  is  that,  whilst  our  Fedend 
Union  is  admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the 
national  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended, 
there  are  delicate  subjects,  exclusively  apper- 
taining to  the  several  States,  which  cannot  be 
tonched  but  by  them,  witnout  the  greatest 
hazard  to  the  public  tranquillity.  They  resem- 
Ite  those  secluded  uiartments  in  our  respective 
dosnicils,  which  are  dedicated  to  flunily  privacy, 
InfeD  which  our  nearest  and  best  neighbors  should 
not  enter.  Let  us  terminate  the  session  by 
w>afc4ng  that  officer  the  depository  of  our 
entire  reconciliation,  whose  election  first  eU- 
dted  our  diviidons,  and  whose  rituation  has 
been  extremely  arduous  and  difficult.  For  my 
purL  I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
assuiuitv^  impartiality,  ability,  and  promptitude, 
with  which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of 
tiie  Cbiur  since  I  was  able  to  take  my  seat.  I 
move  the  IbUowing  resolution : 

*  Thns  th«  bin  for  the  temponry  goTerameBt  of  Florida, 
bcfBgAUnfortlM  t«mporary  oonttBQstion  of  the  Spenlah 
dii|wit1iin  there,  wae  peeied  withoat  a  dlyiBton ;  and  the 
mstiiem  to  ameod  that  bin  m  u  to  nuke  It  eompettble  with 
Ihe  Cooititatloii  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  nega- 
ttfcd,  tad  alao  without  a  dlTislon. 


Hmolvedf  Tliat  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  the  hondrable  John  W.  Tatiob,  for  the  assioaity, 
promptitade,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  adminia- 
tered  the  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Kelson,  of  Virginia,  (who  was  tempora- 
rily  in  the  Ohair,)  having  stated  the  question — 

Mr.  Rhea,  said  he  hoped  this  resolution  would 
obtain  a  unanimous  vote.  He  had  been  lon|t 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  he  had  never  seen 
the  duties  of  the  Ohair  dischaiged  more  satis- 
factorily than  by  the  present  Speaker. 

Mr.  Habdik  said,  that  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  be- 
cause it  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  be 
candid,  the  Speaker  had,  in  tne  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  Ohair,  far  outgone  his  expecta- 
tions ;  and  he  would  vote  him  the  thanks  pro- 
posed with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  asreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  e&rmative, 
one  negative  voice  only  being  heard. 

Cloiing  Buaineae. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^^  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;" 
and  the  same  being  read  twice,  were  disagreed 
to. 

That  portion  of  the  said  bill  to  which  the 
third  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  ap- 
plies, reads  thus,  viz :  ^^  reimbursable  at  the  will 
of  the  Government,  and  at  the  will  of  the  cred- 
itor, at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1885." 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  words,  and  at  the  leiu  of  the 
creditor. 

Mr.  Babboxtb  moved  to  amend  the  said  third 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  aforesaid  clause 
in  the  bill  read  thus :  ^  reimbursable  at  the  will 
of  the  Grovernment  at  any  time  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  1885 ;  and  at  the  will  either  of 
the  Government  or  the  creditor,  at  any  time 
after  that  period." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  said  amendment  was  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  Speaker'*  Addreee. 

Mr.  Taylob,  the  Speaker,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 

CfaUlemen  qftht  Hov»  of  RepnatnUedvet : 

Deeply  penetrated  with  a  mnae  of  the  kindness  and 
liberality,  which,  in  terms^  and  from  a  soorce  the 
most  flattering,  have  dictated  the  recent  expression 
of  your  approbation,  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest 
reward  of  my  public  services.  If  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  have  been  discharaed  in  any  degree  to  your 
satisfaction,  it  is  attributable  chiefly  to  those  feelingt 
of  generosity  which  have  covered  my  nnmerona 
errors,  and  which  have  rendered  to  purity  of  motive 
the  deference  due  to  superior  merit.  My  Inexperi* 
ence  has  been  compensated  by  your  prudent  conn- 
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sela,  and  bj  a  dignified  deportment,  which  haseeldcym 
required  the  interposition  of  a  presiding  officer. 

Entertaining,  gentlemen,  for  eveiy  member  of  this 
House  no  other  sentiment  than  respect  and  friend- 
ship; endeared  to  manj  bj  recollections  of  united 
deliberation  and  effort,  in  a  period  (^  great  national 
embarrassmect ;  and  grateful  to  all  for  the  magnani- 
mons  support  which  oonstantlj  has  been  a£fbrded  me, 
I  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  in  jour  individual  wel- 
fare. 

Cany  with  70U,  gentlemen,  to  the  bosom  of  your 
families  and  friends  my  best  wishes  for  your  pros- 
perity, and,  xmder  the  protecting  care  of  a  benign 
Providence,  may  each  of  you  enjoy  the  continued 
confidence  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  laigely  contrib- 
ute to  pexpetnate  the  union  and  glory  of  our  com- 
mon oountiy. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of 


the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  are  about  to  a^Jonm  if  he 
has  no  farther  commnnioations  to  make  to  them, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  was  in- 
formed by  him  that  he  had  no  farther  com- 
munications to  make  to  Ooogress  at  the  pres- 
ent session.; 

A  message  firom  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the 
Legislative  business  before  them,  are  now  ready 
to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  by 
the  Clerk,  to  inform  them  that  the  House  is  also 
ready  to  adioum. 

The  Clerk  having  gone  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  a^oumed  uie 
House,  tine  die. 


INAUGURATION  OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 


[From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday,  March  6,  1821.] 


The  inauguration  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  whose  second  term  of  service  com- 
menced yesterday,  took  place  according  to  pre- 
vious arrangement.  The  oath  of  office  having 
been  administered  to  the  President,  by  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  he  delivered  the  speech  which 
will  be  found  annexed. 

The  day  proved  very  unfavorable  for  the  at- 
tendance of  spectators,  there  having  fallen  dur- 
ing l^e  preceding  night  a  good  deal  of  snow  and 
rain ;  notwithstanding  which,  an  immense  crowd 
thronged  the  doors  of  the  Capitol.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  who  obtained  admission  within 
the  walls  of  the  Representatives'  chamber 
(gallery  of  course  included)  could  not  have  been 
less  than  two  thousand. 

There  was  not  much  form  about  this  cere- 
mony, which,  in  truth,  requires  no  form  but  the 
forms  of  decency  and  decorum ;  but  the  scene 
was  not  the  less  impressive.  The  President 
was  placed  on  the  platform  in  front  of  the 
Speaker's  Chair ;  the  Chief  Justice  stood  by  his 
side  during  the  delivery  of  the  speech.  The 
Associate  Judges,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  Heads  of  Departments,  and  many  of  our  dis- 
tinguished Military  and  Naval  Officers,  were 
near  him.  Assigned  to  their  proper  places  were 
the  members  of  the  various  Foreign  Legations. 
The  seats  in  the  interior  were  princinaily  oc- 
cupied by  a  numerous  collection  of  ladies ;  and 
all  around,  above,  and  below,  were  countless 
numbers  of  the  people,  of  whom,  without  dis- 
orimination,  as  many  were  admitted,  after  the 


ladies  and  privileged  persons  were  seated,  as  the 
room  could  accommodate.  On  the  entrance 
and  exit  of  the  President,  the  munc  of  the 
Marine  Band  enlivened  the  scene,  which  was 
altogether  characterized  by  siinple  grandeur 
and  spl^idid  simplicity. 

It  is  well,  considering  the  great  crowd  which 
filled  the  avenues  to  the  door  of  the  Represent- 
atives' chamber,  and  pressed  onwards  for  ad- 
mittance, that  no  accident  occurred  to  mar  tho 
ezgoyment  of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  to 
witness  this  truly  Republican  ceremony. 


Inaugural  Speech, 

Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  on  taking  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  following  speech  was  delivered  by  James 
MoKBOE,  President  of  the  United  States : 

FsLLOw-CinzEMB :  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  ffrateful  emotions  which  the  new  and  veiy  distin- 
guished proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fisUowHsitizens, 
erinced  by  my  re-election  to  this  high  trust,  has  ex- 
cited in  my  bosom.  The  approbation  which  it  an- 
nounces of  my  conduct,  in  the  preoedinf  term,  alfords 
me  a  consolation  which  I  shall  profonndfy  feel  through 
Ufe.  The  general  accord  with  i^hich  it  has  been  ex- 
pressed, adds  to  the  great  and  neyer-ceasing  obliga- 
tions which  it  imposes.  To  merit  the  continnanoe  of 
this  good  opinion,  and  to  carry  it  with  me  into  my 
retirement,  as  the  solace  of  advancing  years,  will  be 
the  object  of  my  most  zealous  and  imceasing  efibrts. 

Havinff  no  pretendon  to  the  high  and  commanding 
claims  ox  my  predecessors,  whose  names  are  so  muoh 
more  conspicuously  identified  with  our  Revolution, 
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■dd  who  oontrHmted  ao  pr»-emiiieiiily  to  promote  its 
nooesi,  I  consider  myielf  rather  as  the  uutrament 
tban  the  cause  of  the  muon  which  has  preyailed  in 
the  kte  election.  In  sormonntiiig,  in  favor  of  my 
humble  pretensioDa,  the  difficulties  which  so  often 
pfodooe  diYidon  in  like  occurrences,  it  is  obvious  that 
oAer  powerful  causes,  indicating  the  great  strength 
sad  stability  of  our  Union,  have  essentially  contrib- 
uted to  draw  yon  together.  That  these  powerful 
causes  exist,  and  that  they  are  permanent,  is  my 
fixed  opinion ;  that  they  may  produce  a  like  accoid 
in  an  questions,  tou<ming,  however  remotely,  the 
fiherly,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  our  country,  will 
always  be  the  object  of  my  most  fervent  prayers  to 
the  Supreme  Author  of  all  ffood. 

In  a  Ckyvemment  which  is  founded  by  the  people, 
vho  possess  exduaively  the  aovereignty,  it  seems 
proper  &at  the  person  who  may  be  placed  by  their 
sofiages  in  this  high  trusty  should  declare,  on  com- 
mencing its  duties,  the  principles  on  which  he  intends 
to  conduct  the  Administration.  If  the  person,  thus 
elected,  has  served  the  preceding  term,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  aiforded  him  to  review  its  principal  occur- 
leDDes,  and  to  give  sudi  farther  explanation  respect- 
ing diem  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  useful  to  his 
CQDStituenta.  The  events  of  one  year  have  influence 
on  those  of  another;  and,  in  like  manner,  of  a  pre- 
ceding on  the  succeeding  Administration.  The  move- 
ments of  a  great  nation  are  connected  in  all  their 
pazta.  If  errors  have  been  committed,  they  ought  to 
be  corrected;  if  the  policy  is  sound,  it  ought  to  be 
sapported.  It  is  by  a  thorou^  knowledge  of  the 
whole  subject  that  our  fellow-citizens  are  enabled  to 
jodge  correctly  of  the  past,  and  to  give  a  proper 
direction  to  ti&e  future. 

Just  befoie  the  commencement  of  the  last  term, 
the  United  States  had  concluded  a  war  with  a  veiy 
powerful  nation,  on  conditions  equal  and  honorable 
te  both  parties.  The  events  of  ^at  war  are  too  re- 
cent, and  too  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  aU, 
to  reqniie  a  development  firom  me.  Our  conmierce 
had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  driven  finom  the  sea ; 
oar  Atlaatie  and  iiJand  frontiers  were  invaded  in 
shnost  every  part ;  the  waste  of  life  along  our  coast, 
and  on  some  parts  of  our  inland  frontiers,  to  the  de- 
fence of  which  our  gallant  and  patriotic  dtiiens  were 
called,  was  immense;  in  addition  to  which,  not  less 
than  one  tmndred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
were  added  at  its  end  to  the  public  debt. 

As  soon  aa  the  war  had  terminated,  the  nation, 
admonished  by  its  events,  resolved  to  place  itself  in 
a  situation  which  should  be  better  cakmlated  to  pre- 
vent llie  veenneiice  of  a  like  evil,  and,  in  case  it 
iboakl  lecur,  to  mitigate  its  oalandties.  With  this 
view,  after  reducing  our  land  force  to  the  basis  of  a 
peace  establisliment,  which  has  been  further  modified 
■nee,  provisioD  was  made  for  the  construction  of  for- 
ttficatioos  at  proper  points,  through  the  whole  extent 
rf  our  ooasty  and  sudi  an  augmentation  of  our  naval 
feiee,  as  slKiiild  be  w^  ad^rted  to  both  purposes. 
The  laws,  making  this  provision,  were  passed  in 
1815  and  1816,  and  it  has  been  since,  the  constant 
eflbrt  of  the  Executive  to  cany  them  into  effect. 

The  advantage  of  these  fortifications,  and  of  an 
"gmtmtnd  David  force,  in  the  extent  contemplated, 
la  pant  of  eoooomy,  has  been  fully  ilhistratea,  by  a 
Btpoct  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  Naval  Com- 
■issioners^  lately  communicated  to  Congress,  by 
lUeh  it  appears,  that  in  an  invasion  by  twenty 
men,  with  a  oonespondent  naval  f<»ce,  in 


a  campaign  <^  six  months  only,  the  whole  expense 
of  the  construction  of  the  works  would  be  defrayed 
by  the  difierence  in  the  sum  necessaiy  to  maintain 
the  force  which  would  be  adequate  to  our  defence 
with  the  aid  of  those  works,  and  that  which  would  be 
incurred  without  them.  The  reason  of  this  diflbr- 
ence  is  obvious.  If  fortifications  are  judiciously 
placed  on  our  great  inlets,  as  distant  from  our  cities 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  they  will  form  the  only 
points  oi  attack,  and  the  enemy  will  be  detained 
there  by  a  small,  regular  force,  a  sufficient  time  to 
enable  our  militia  to  collect,  and  repair  to  that  on 
which  the  attack  is  made.  A  force  adequate  to  the 
enemy,  collected  at  that  single  point,  vrith  suitable 
preparation  for  such  others  as  might  be  menaced,  is 
aU  that  would  be  requLbite.  But,  if  there  were  no 
fortifications,  then  the  enemy  might  go  where  he 
pleased,  and,  changing  his  position,  and  sailing  from 
place  to  place,  our  force  must  be  called  out  and 
q>read  in  vast  numbers  along  the  whole  coast,  and 
on  both  ddes  of  every  bay  and  river,  as  high  up  in 
each  as  it  might  be  navigable  for  ships  of  war.  By 
these  fortifications,  supported  by  our  navy,  to  whUJi 
tiiiey  would  afford  like  support,  we  should  present  to 
other  powers  an  armed  front  from  St  Croix  to  the 
Sabine,  which  would  protect,  in  the  event  of  war, 
our  whole  coast  and  interior  from  invarion ;  and  even 
in  the  wars  of  other  powers,  in  which  we  were  neu- 
tral,  they  would  be  found  eminently  useful,  as,  by 
keeping  their  publio  ships  at  a  distance  from  our 
cities,  peace  and  order  in  them  would  be  preserved, 
and  tiie  Government  be  protected  fh>m  insult 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  these  measures 
have  not  been  resorted  to  in  a  spirit  (^  hostility  to 
other  powers.  Such  a  disposition  does  not  exist 
towards  any  power.  Peace  and  good  will  have  been, 
and  will  hereafter  be,  cultivated  with  all,  and  by  the 
most  faithful  regard  to  justice.  They  have  been 
dictated  by  a  love  of  peace,  of  economy,  and  an  ear- 
nest desire  to  save  ine  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens 
fh>m  that  destruction,  and  our  country  from  that  de-' 
vastation,  which  are  inseparable  fh>m  war,  when  it 
finds  us  unprepared  for  it  It  is  believed,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown,  that  such  a  preparation  is  the  best 
expedient  that  can  be  resorted  to^  to  prevent  war. 
I  add  with  much  pleasure,  that  oonmderable  progiess 
has  already  been  made  in  these  measures  of  defence, 
and  that  they  will  be  completed  in  a  few  jrears, 
considering  the  great  extent  and  importance  of  the 
object,  if  the  plan  be  sealously  and  steadily  perse- 
vered in. 

The  conduct  of  the  Government,  in  what  relates  to 
foreign  powers,  is  always  an  object  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  nation.  Its  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures^  fisheries,  revenue ;  in  short,  its  peace, 
may  all  be  afibcted  by  it  Attention  is,  therefore, 
due  to  this  subject 

At  the  period  adverted  to,  the  powers  of  Europe, 
after  having  been  engaged  in  long  and  destructive 
wars  with  each  other,  had  concluded  a  peace,  which 
happily  still  exists.  Our  peace  with  the  power  with 
whom  we  had  been  engaged,  had  also  been  con- 
cluded. The  war  between  Spain  and  the  colonios  in 
South  America,  which  had  commenced  many  yean 
before,  was  then  the  only  conflict  that  remained  un> 
settled.  This  being  a  contest  between  different  parts 
of  the  same  community,  in  which  other  powers  had 
not  interfered,  was  not  affocted  by  their  aocommo- 
dations. 

This  contest  was  considered,  at  an  early  stagey 
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hj  mj  predec88sor,  a  oivil  war,  in  which  the  paitieB 
were  entitled  to  equal  rights  in  our  ports.  This  de- 
cisiixi,  the  first  made  bj  any  power,  being  formed  on 
great  oonsideration  of  the  comparative  strength  and 
resources  of  the  parties,  the  length  of  time,  and  sno- 
cessfnl  opposition  made  by  Ihe  colonies,  and  of  all 
other  drcmnstanoes  on  which  it  ought  to  depend, 
was  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations.  Ck>n- 
gress  has  inyariablj  acted  on  this  principle,  haying 
made  no  change  in  onr  relations  with  either  party. 
Our  littLtude  has,  therefore,  been  that  of  neutrality 
between  them,  which  has  been  maintained  by  the 
Government  with  the  strictest  impartiality.  No  aid 
has  been  afforded  to  either,  nor  has  any  privilege 
been  enjoyed  by  the  one,  which  has  not  been  equally 
open  to  the  other  pariy ;  and  every  exertion  has  been 
inade  in  its  power,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
laws  prohibiting  illegal  equipments^  with  equal  rigor 
against  both. 

By  this  equality  between  the  parties,  their  public 
vessels  have  been  received  in  our  ports  on  the  same 
footing;  they  have  enjoyed  an  equal  right  to  pur- 
chase and  export  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  every 
other  supply — the  e:qK>rtation  of  all  articles  whatever 
being  permitted  under  laws  which  were  passed  long 
before  the  commencement  oi  the  contest ;  our  citiaens 
have  traded  equally  with  both,  and  their  commerce 
with  each  has  been  alike  protected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Respecting  the  attitude  which  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  United  States  to  maintain  hereafter  between  the 
parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  neutrality  heret<tfore  observed  should 
still  be  adhered  to.  From  the  change  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  and  the  negotiation  now  depending, 
invited  by  the  Cortes  and  accepted  by  the  colonies,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  their  differences  will  be  settled 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  die  colonies.  Should  the 
war  be  continued,  the  United  States,  regarding  its 
occurrences,  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  respecting  it  as  their  honor  and 
interest  may  require. 

Shortly  after  the  general  peace,  a  band  of  adven- 
turers took  advantage  of  this  conflict,  and  of  the  fa- 
cili^  which  it  afforded,  to  establieh  a  system  of  buc- 
caneering in  the  neighboring  seas,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and, 
as  was  represented,  of  that  of  other  powers.  Of  this 
spirit,  and  of  its  injurious  bearing  on  the  United 
States,  strong  proofs  were  afforded  by  the  establidi- 
ment  at  Amelia  Island,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it 
was  made  instrumental  by  this  band  in  1817,  and 
by  the  occurrences  which  took  place  in  other  parts 
of  Florida,  m  1618,  the  details  of  which,  in  both  in- 
stances,  are  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  re- 
cited, I  am  satisfied  had  a  less  decisive  course  been 
adopted,  that  the  worst  consequences  would  have 
resulted  from  it.  We  have  seen  that  these  diecks, 
decisive  as  they  were,  were  not  sufficient  to  crush 
that  piratical  spirit.  Many  culprits  brought  within 
our  limits,  have  been  condemned  to  suffer  death,  the 
punishment  due  to  that  atrocious  crime.  The  deci- , 
sions  of  upright  and  enlightened  tribunals  fall  equally 
on  all,  wliose  crimes  subject  them,  by  a  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  to  its  censure.  It  belongs  to 
the  Executive  not  to  suffer  the  executions,  under 
these  decisions,  to  transcend  the  great  purpose  for 
which  punishment  is  necessary.  The  full  benefit  of 
example  being  secured,  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
equally  fbrbi(U  that  they  should  he  carried  further. 


I  have  acted  on  this  principle,  pardoning  those  who 
appear  to  have  been  led  astray  by  ignorance  of  Ao 
criminally  of  the  acts  they  had  committed,  and 
suffering  the  law  to  take  effect  on  those  only  in 
whose  &vor  no  extenuating  drcun^stances  conld  be 
urged. 

Great  confidence  is  entertained  that  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  which  has  been  ratified  by  both  the 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  whereof  have  been  ex- 
changed, has  placed  the  relations  of  the  two  countries 
on  a  basis  of  permanent  friendship.  The  provision 
made  by  it  for  such  of  our  citizens  as  have  daims  on 
Spain,  of  the  character  described,  will,  it  is  pre* 
mimed,  be  veiy  satisfactory  to  them ;  and  the  boon* 
daiy  which  is  established  between  the  territories  of 
the  parties,  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  heretofore  in 
dispute,  hsLB,  it  is  thought,  been  setded  on  conditioDS 
just  and  advantageous  to  both.  But,  to  the  acqnia- 
tion  of  Florida,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  at- 
tached. It  secures  to  the  United  States  a  territory 
important  in  itself,  and  whose  importance  is  mudi 
increased  by  its  bearing  cm  many  of  the  highest  in- 
terests of  dhe  Union.  It  opens  to  severdi  of  the 
neighboring  States  a  free  passage  to  the  ocean, 
through  the  province  ceded,  by  several  rivers,  having 
their  sources  high  up  within  their  limits.  It  le* 
cures  us  against  ail  future  annoyance  from  poweifal 
Indian  tribes.  It  gives  us  several  excellent  harbors 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  ships  of  war  of  the  largest 
size.  It  covers,  by  its  position  in  the  Gnl^  the  Mis* 
sissippi  and  other  great  waters  within  our  extended 
limits,  and  thereby  enables  the  United  States  to 
afford  complete  protection  to  the  vast  and  very  val- 
uable productions  of  onr  whole  Western  conntxy, 
which  find  a  market  through  those  streams. 

By  a  treaty  with  the  British  Government,  bearing 
date  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  the  convention  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  on  the  third  of  July,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  which  was  about  expiring, 
was  revived  and  continued  for  the  term  of  ten  years 
firom  the  time  of  its  expiration.  By  that  treaty,  also^ 
the  differences  which  had  arisen  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  respecting  the  right  claimed  by  the  United 
States  for  their  citizens,  to  take  and  cure  fish  on  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Majes^s  dominions  in  Ameri- 
ca, with  other  differences  on  important  interests, 
were  adjusted,  to  the  satisfaction  oT  both  parties. 
No  agreement  has  yet  been  entered  into  rejecting 
the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  this 
continent.  The  restraints  imposed  on  that  com- 
merce by  Great  Britain,  and  recifHrocated  by  the 
United  States,  on  a  principle  of  defence,  continue 
still  in  force. 

The  negotiation  with  France  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries, 
which,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  had  been  com- 
menced at  Paris,  has  since  been  transferred  to  this 
city,  and  will  be  pursued^  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  with  an  ear- 
nest desire  that  it  may  terminate  in  an  arrangement 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Our  relations  with  the  Barbaiy  powers  are  pre- 
served in  the  same  state,  and  by  the  same  means, 
that  were  employed  when  I  came  into  this  office. 
As  early  as  1801,  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  a 
squadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce,  and  no  period  has  intervened,  % 
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diovt  tune  excepted,  when  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  wididraw  it.  The  great  interest  which  the  United 
States  have  in  the  Pacific,  in  commerce,  and  in  the 
fiiheries,  have  also  made  it  necessary  to  maintain  a 
naval  force  there.  In  dispodng  of  tbis  force,  in  both 
instances,  the  most  efibctnal  measures  in  oar  power 
have  been  taken,  without  interfering  with  its  other 
dnties,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of 
pinu7,  in  the  neighboring  seas. 

The  ntnation  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to 
their  resources,  the  extent  of  &eir  revenue,  and  the 
iseility  with  which  it  is  raised,  affords  a  most  grati- 
fjfaig  ^>ectacle.  The  payment  of  nearly  sixty-seven 
BuDions  of  donars  of  uie  public  debt,  with  the  great 
progress  made  in  measures  of  defence,  and  in  other 
improvements  of  raxions  kinds,  since  the  late  war, 
an  eoDclusive  proofs  of  this  eztraordinaiy  prosperity, 
especially  when  it  is  recollected  that  these  expendi- 
tares  have  been  defrayed,  without  a  burden  on  the 
people,  the  direct  tax  and  excise  having  been  repealed 
soon  after  .the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and  the 
reremie  applied  to  these  great  objects  having  been 
raited  in  a  manner  not  to  be  felt.  Our  great  re- 
soorcee,  therefore,  remain  untouched,  for  any  pur- 
pose which  may  affect  the  vital  interests  of  the  na- 
tkNL  For  all  such  purpooes  they  are  inexhaustible. 
They  are  more  especially  to  be  found  in  the  virtue, 
palriotism,  and  intelligence,  of  our  feUow-citisens, 
and  in  the  devotion  with  which  they  would  yield 
vpf  by  any  just  measure  of  taxation,  *aU  their  prop- 
erty in  support  of  ^e  ri^ts  and  honor  of  their  coun- 
try- 

Under  the  present  depression  of  prices,  affectinff  all 

iSbe  productions  of  the  country,  and  eveiy  branch  of 
indntry,  proceeding  from  causes  expliuned  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  the  revenue  has  considerably  dimin- 
ished ;  the  efibct  of  which  has  been  to  compel  Con- 
gress either  to  abandon  these  great  measures  of  do- 
KDoe,  or  to  resort  to  loans  or  internal  taxes  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  On  the  presumption  that  this 
depression,  and  ue  deficiency  in  the  revenue  arising 
from  it,  would  be  temporary,  loans  were  authorixed 
for  the  demands  of  the  last  and  present  year.  Anx- 
ious to  relieve  my  fUUow-citizens  in  1817,  from  every 
harden  which  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  permitting  it,  I  recommended  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  knowing  that  such  relief 
waa  then  peculiariy  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  exertions  made  in  the  late  war.  I  made  that 
raoomiDendation  under  a  pledge  that,  should  the 
public  exigencies  require  a  recurrence  to  them  at  any 
time  while  I  remained  in  this  trust,  I  would,  with 
equal  promptitude,  perform  the  duty  which  would 
aitak  be  alike  incumbent  on  me.  By  the  experiment 
now  making  it  will  be  seen,  by.the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  the  revenue  shall  have  been  so 
aa^gmented  as  to  be  adequate  to  all  these  necessary 
pmposeSk  Should  the  deficiency  stUl  continue,  and 
Ofndally  should  it  be  probable  that  it  would  be  per- 
manent, the  course  to  be  pursued  appears  to  me  to 
be  obviooSb  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  certain  dr- 
eumstanoes,  loans  may  be  resorted  to  with  great  ad- 
vantaoe.  I  am  equally  well  satisfied,  as  a  general 
rule,  &at  the  demands  of  the  current  year,  especially 
In  time  of  peace,  should  be  provided  for  by  iha  rey- 
enne  of  that  year.  I  have  never  dreaded,  nor  have 
I  ever  shunned,  in  any  situation  in  which  1  have 
been  placed,  making  appeals  to  the  virtue  and  pa- 
toodsm  of  my  fellow*cil3zens,  well  knowing  that  they 
Maid  never  be  made  in  vain,  especially  in  times  of 


great  emergency,  or  for  purposes  of  high  national 
importance.  Independently  of  the  exigency  of  the 
case,  many  considerations  of  great  weight  urge  a 
policy  having  in  view  a  provision  of  revenue  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  demands  of  the  nadon,  with- 
out relying  altogether  on  the  precarious  resource  of 
foreign  commerce.  I  am  satined  that  internal  du- 
ties and  excises,  with  corresponding  imposts  on  for- 
eign articles  of  the  same  kind,  would,  without  impos- 
ing any  serious  burdens  on  the  people,  enhance  the 
price  of  produce,  promote  ourmanu&ctnres,  andaug- 
ment  the  revenue,  at  the  same  time  that  they  mad» 
it  more  secure  and  permanent. 

The  care  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits 
has  long  been  an  essential  part  of  our  system,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  executed  in  a  manner 
to  aooomplish  all  the  objects  intended  by  it  We 
have  treated  them  as  independent  nations  without 
their  having  any  substantial  pretennon  to  that  rank. 
The  distinction  has  flattered  their  pride,  retarded 
their  improvement,  and,  in  many  instances,  paved 
the  way  to  their  destruction.  The  progress  of  our 
settlements  westward,  supported  as  they  are  by  a 
dense  population,  has  constantly  driven  them  back, 
with  almost  the  totsl  sacrifioe  of  the  lands  which 
they  have  been  compelled  to  abandon.  They  have 
claims  on  the  magnanimity,  and,  I  may  add,  on  the 
justice  of  this  nation,  which  we  must  all  feel.  We 
should  become  their  real  benefiustors,  we  should  per- 
form the  office  of  their  Great  Father,  the  endearing 
titie  which  they  emphatically  give  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate  of  our  Union.  Their  sovereignty  over  vast 
territories  should  cease,  in  lieu  of  which  the  right  of 
soil  should  be  secured  to  each  individual,  and  his 
posterity,  in  competent  portions,  and  for  the  terri- 
tory thus  ceded  by  each  tribe  some  reasonable  equiva- 
lent should  be  granted,  to  be  vested  in  permanent 
funds  for  the  support  of  civil  government  over  them, 
and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  for  their  in- 
struction in  the  arts  of  husbandry,  and  to  provide  sus- 
tenance for  them  until  they  could  provide  it  for  them- 
selves. My  earnest  hope  is,  that  Congress  will  digest 
some  plan,  founded  on  these  principles,  with  such  im- 
provements as  their  wisdom  may  soggest,  and  cany 
it  into  dfoct  as  soon  as  it  may  by  practicable. 

Europe  is  again  unsettled,  and  the  prospect  of  war 
increasing.  Should  the  flame  light  up  in  any  quarter, 
how  far  it  may  extend  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  It 
is  our  peculiar  felicity  to  be  altogether  unconnected 
with  the  causes  which  produce  this  menacing  aspect 
elsewhere.  With  every  power  we  are  in  perfect 
amity,  and  it  is  our  interest  to  remain  so,  if  it  be 
practicable  on  just  conditions.  I  see  no  reasonable 
cause  to  apprehend  variance  with  any  power,  unless 
it  proceed  fVom  a  violation  of  our  maritime  rightsi 
In  these  contests,  should  they  occur,  and  to  what- 
ever extent  they  may  be  oarried,  we  shall  be  neu- 
tral ;  but  as  a  neutral  power  we  have  rights  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain.  For  light  injuries  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  us  to  seek  redress  in  a  q>irit  of 
amity,  in  full  confidence  that,  ii^juring  none,  none 
would  knowingly  injure  us.  For  more  imminent 
dangers  we  should  be  prepared,  and  it  should  always 
be  recollected  that  sudi  preparation,  adapted  to  the 
circumstances,  and  sanctioned  by  the  judgment  and 
wishes  of  our  constituents,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  good 
eSbct,  in  averting  dangers  of  every  kind.  We  should 
recollect  also  that  the  season  of  peace  is  best  adapted 
to  these  preparations. 

If  we  turn  our  attention,  fbllow-citizens,  more  im- 
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mediatelj  to  the  internal  concerns  of  oar  country, 
and  more  espeoiallj  to  those  on  which  its  fiitnie  w^- 
fare  depends,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  tiie 
happiest  results.  It  is  now  rather  more  than  for^- 
four  years  since  we  declared  our  independence,  and 
thirty-seven  sbce  it  was  acknowledged.  The  talents 
and  virtues  which  were  displayed  in  that  great 
struggle  were  a  sure  presage  of  all  that  has  since  fol- 
lowed. A  people  who  were  ahle  to  surmount  in 
their  infant  state  such  great  perils,  would  he  more 
competent  as  they  rose  into  manhood  to  repel  any 
which  they  meet  in  their  progress.  Their  physical 
strength  would  he  more  adequate  to  foreign  danger, 
and  tiie  practice  of  self-government,  aided  by  the 
light  of  experience,  could  not  fail  to  produce  an  effect 
equally  salutary  on  all  those  questions  connected  with 
the  internal  organization.  These  favorable  anticipa- 
tions have  been  realized.  In  our  whole  system,  Ka^ 
tional  and  State,  we  have  shunned  all  tiie  defecti 
which  unceasingly  preyed  on  the  vitals  and  destroy- 
ed the  ancient  republics.  In  them  there  were  du- 
tanct  orders,  a  nobility  and  a  people,  or  the  people 
governed  in  one  assembly.  Thus,  in  the  one  m- 
stanoe  there  was  a  perpetual  conflict  between  the 
orders  in  society  for  the  ascendency,  in  which  the 
victozy  of  eitiber  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.  In  the  other, 
In  which  the  people  governed  in  a  body,  and  whose 
dominions  seldom  exceeded  the  dimensions  of  a  coun- 
ty in  one  of  our  States,  a  tumultuous  and  disorderly 
movement  permitted  only  a  transitoiy  existence.  In 
this  great  nation  there  is  but  one  oider,  that  of  the 
people,  whose  power,  by  a  peculiarly  happy  improve- 
ment of  the  representative  princi^e,  is  transferred 
from  them  without  impairing  in  the  slightest  degree 
their  sovereignty,  to  bodies  of  their  own  creation, 
and  to  persons  elected  by  themselves,  in  the  full  ex- 
tent necessaiy  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  firee,  en- 
lightened, and  efficient  Government.  The  whole 
mtem  is  elective,  the  complete  sovereignly  being  in 
doe  people,  and  every  officer  in  eveiy  department  de- 
rivinohis  authority  &om  and  being  responsible  to 
them^j^  his  conduct. 

Our  career  has  corresponded  with  thia  great  out- 
line. Perfection  in  our  organization  could  not  have 
been  expected  in  the  outset,  either  in  the  National 
or  State  Governments,  or  in  tracing  the  line  between 
their  respective  powers,  But  no  serious  conffict  has 
arisen,  nor  any  contest  but  such  as  are  managed  by 
argument,  and  by  a  fur  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  people ;  and  many  of  the  defects  which  experience 


had  clearly  demonstrated,  in  both  Governments  have 
been  remedied.  By  steadily  pursuing  this  oonne,  in 
this  spirit,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  oor 
system  will  soon  attun  the  highest  degree  of  perfeo- 
tion  of  which  human  institntiona  are  capable,  and  that 
ibo  movement,  in  all  its  branches,  will  exhibit  such 
a  degree  of  order  and  harmony,  as  to  command  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  the  civilized  world. 

Our  physical  attainments  have  not  been  loss  emi- 
nent. Twenty-five  years  ago  the  river  Mississippi 
was  shut  up,  and  our  Western  brethren  had  no  oat- 
let  for  their  commerce.  What  has  been  the  pro- 
gress since  that  time  ?  The  river  has  not  only  be- 
come the  property  of  the  United  States  from  its 
source  to  tiie  ooean,  with  all  its  tributary  streams^ 
(with  the  exception  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Red 
Biver  only,)  but  Louisiana,  with  a  fair  and  liberal 
boundary  on  the  western  aide,  and  the  Floridas  on  tfa« 
eastern,  have  been  ceded  to  us.  The  United  States 
now  ei^oy  the  complete  and  uninterrupted  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory  from  St  Crdx  to  the  Sabine. 
New  States,  settied  from  among  ourselves  in  this^ 
and  in  other  parts,  have  been  admitted  into  our  Union, 
in  equal  participation  in  the  national  sovereignty 
with  the  original  States.  Our  population  has  ew- 
mented  in  an  astonishing  degree,  and  extended  in 
every  direction.  We  now,  fellow-citizens,  comprise 
witmn  our  limits  the  dimensions  and  faculties  of  a 
great  power,  under  a  Government  possessing  all  the 
eneigies  of  any  Government  ever  known  to  the  old 
world,  with  an  utter  incapacity  to  oppress  the 
people. 

Entering,  with  these  views,  the  office  which  I  have 
just  solemoly  sworn  to  execute  vrith  fidelity,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability,  I  derive  great  satiafactloQ 
£rom  a  knowledge  that  I  shall  be  assisted  in  the  sere- 
ral  departments  by  the  very  enlightened  and  iq»right 
(ntizens  from  whom  I  have  received  so  much  aid  in 
the  preceding  term.  Wiiii  full  confidence  in  the 
continuance  of  that  candor,  and  generous  indulgence, 
from  my  fellow-citizens  at  laige,  which  I  have  here- 
tofore experienced,  and,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  I  shall  forthwith  com- 
mence the  duties  of  the  high  trust  to  which  you  have 
called  me. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins  took  the  coDstitational 
oath  on  entering  his  second  term  of  service  in 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  his  own  residence,  on  Saturday,  the 
third  instant 
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BEGUN  AT   THE   CITY   OF   WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER   8,  1821. 


PKOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE  * 


KoMBAT,  December  8,  1821. 

The  firBtaesston  of  the  Seventeenth  Oonffress, 
eoofoimablj  to  the  Constitation  of  the  Imited 
States,  commenced  thiB  day  at  the  city  of  Waah- 
iDgton,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PBBSssri: 

DATmL.  MoBBiLL  and  John  F.  Pabbott,  from 
tiie  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Eluah  Boabdmak  and  Jambs  Lakkast,  from 
Connecticnt. 

Jamis  D^Wolf  and  Nxhbmiah  B.  Zniqht, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

¥nxiAM  A.  Palmbb  and  Hobatio  Setmoub, 
from  Yermontb 

RuFcs  Knf a  and  Mabtot  Yah  Buben,  from 
New  York. 

Kahlob  Diokbbsoh  and  Sahubl  L.  South- 
iBD,  from  New  Jersey. 

Waltbb  Lowbdb,  from  Pennqrlvania. 

Jamis  Babboub  and  Jambs  Plbasabtb,  firom 
ViiviDia. 

Nathakibx.  Maoon  and  Mobtfobt  Stobies, 
from  North  Carolina. 

JoHB  Qaillabd  and  Whuah  Smith,  from 
fioQth  Carolina. 

RicHABD  M.  JoHHBOB,  tcooi  Kentuoky. 

JoHV  WiLUAMs  and  Jomr  H.  Eaton,  firom 


Benjamin  Buoolbs,  frt>m  Ohio. 


•LIST  OF  MBMBEBS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

JToftMb    John  Quudlflr,  JobA  HolmMi 
JfmoMamptkirt^—DvriA  K  Morrill,  John  F.  Parrott 
Jra«actoMMi.~HMTiaoii  Gray  Otia,  E^ali  H.  Ifilla. 
Aida  iiri«Mi.-J«ii«  D*lVoli;  Nehemlah  &  Knight. 
r«rmMl— WaUam  A.  Palmer,  Horatio  Soymoiir. 
<%WMeM0tA— Bl^ali  Boardman,  Jamea  lAwmaii. 
Jfmo  FoHL— Bnftaa  King,  Martin  Tan  Boron. 
Urns  /^raay^-Mahlon  Btekoraon,  Samuel  Lb  Soattasid. 
PMuyltNMiia.— Walter  Lowrle,  William  Flndlej. 
/WwagfiL— Nidiolaa  Van  Dyke,  Gsaar  Avgoatoa  Bodney. 
ibfliandL— Edwezd  Lloyd,  WilUam  Pinkney. 


Jambs  Bbown  and  Henbt  Johnson,  firom. 
Lonisiana. 

Jambs  Noblb  and  Walleb  Tatlob,  from  In* 
diana. 

Dayid  Holmes  and  Thomas  H.  Wir.TjAMfl, 
from  MissiKippL 

Jbssb  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Ohandleb  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

Dayid  Babton,  from  MissonrL 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Ohair. 

Elijah  Boabdman,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Oonnecticnt,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  Hobatio  Setmoxtb,  unpoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  for  &e  term  of  six  years,  commen- 
cing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  laist;  James 
D'WoLF,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  for  the  term  of  dx  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ; 
Mabtin  Van  Bubbn,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legidature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  last  March ;  John  Henbt  Eaton,  ap- 

Sointed  a  Senator  T>y  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
David  Holmbb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Fir^<ii<aw— Jamea  Barboor,  Jamea  Pleaaanta. 
Korth  .CbroUna.— Nathaniel  Maoon,  Montfort  Stdket. 
Bouih  CbroUnOb-John  6*ttlard,  WiUiam  Smith. 
^«o>V<&— John  EUiot,  Nicholaa  Ware. 
ulAiftomo.— William  Bnftia  King. 
XooMcma.— Jamea  Brown,  Henry  Johnaon. 
JKIaiiMlfypl.— David  Holme^  Thomaa  H.  Willlama. 
TWweaaxL"-  John  WiUiama,  John  H.  Eaton. 
Xm#im^.— Biehard  M.  Johnson,  laham  Talbot 
(Mio.— Benjamin  Bnggiea,  William  A.  Trimble. 
JimMoiui.— Jamea  Noble,  Waller  Taylor. 
/IMfM><IL— Jease  B.  Thomaa,  Ninian  Edwarda. 
JtfSeiowri— David  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Benton. 
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Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  comraenciDg  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  Dayid  Barton,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  hy  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  respectivelv  produced  their 
credentials,  which  were  read;  and  the  oath 
prcscrihed  hj  law  was  administered  to  them, 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
HoLMss,  of  Maine,  Southard,  Barbottr,  Bug- 
OLEfi,  and  NoBLB ;  their  credentials  having  been 
read  and  filed  during  the  last  session. 

A  quorum  being  present — 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
aud  inform  him  that  the  two  Houaes  were  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion he  might  have  to  make. 

On  balloting  for  the  committee^  Messrs.  Ma- 
OON,  of  North  Oarolina,  and  Emo,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 

IsHAH  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wednisdat,  December  5. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and 
have  elected  Phiijp  P.  Barbour,  one  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
their  Speaker,  and  Thomas  Douohertt  their 
Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
They  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Maoon  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  this  day 

PrmdttiCi  Message, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presibbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

Fettato-cUizent  of  the  Senate 

The  progreas  of  oar  aflfairs  since  the  last  session 
has  been  sach  as  may  jatfUy  be  claimed  and  expected, 
under  a  Govenmient  deriving  all  its  powers  from  an 
enlightened  people,  and  under  laws  formed  by  their 
representatiires,  on  great  consideration,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
their  oonstitaents.    In  the  execution  of  those  laws, 


and  of  the  powers  vetted  by  the  Gonstitation  in  the 
Executive,  unremitted  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
great  objects  to  which  they  extend.  In  the  ooncems 
which  are  exclusively  internal,  there  is  good  caase  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  resolt.  The  laws  have  had  their 
due  operation  and  effect.  In  those  relating  to  foreign 
powers,  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  peace  and  amity 
are  preserved  with  all,  by  a  strict  observance,  on  both 
sides,  of  the  rights  of  each.  In  matters  touching 
our  commercial  intercourse,  where  a  difference  a 
opinion  has  existed,  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  it 
should  be  placed,  each  party  has  pursued  its  own 
policy,  without  giving  just  cause  of  ofience  to  the 
other.  In  thb  annual  communication,  especially 
when  it  is  addressed  to  a  new  Congress,  the  wh(do 
scope  of  our  political  concerns  naturally  comes  into 
view ;  that  errors,  if  such  have  been  committed,  may 
be  corrected ;  that  defects,  which  have  become  mani- 
fest, may  be  remedied ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
measures  which  were  adopted  on  due  deliberation, 
and  which  experience  has  shown  are  jnst  in  them- 
selves, and  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  should  be 
persevered  in  and  supported.  In  performing  this  ne- 
cessary and  veiy  important  duty,  I  shall  etnaeavor  to 
place  before  you,  on  its  merits,  eveiy  subject  that  is 
thought  to  be  entitled  to  your  particular  attention,  in 
as  distinct  and  clear  a  light  as  I  may  be  able. 

By  an  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  so  much  of 
the  several  acts  as  imposed  higher  duties  on  the  t(m- 
nage  of  foreign  vessels,  and  on  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  foreign  nations,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels,  than  when  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  Umted  States,  were  repealed, 
so  far  as  respected  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  the  nation  to  which  such  vessels  belonged,  on  the 
condition,  that  the  repeal  should  take  efifect  only  in 
favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  when  the  Executive 
should  be  satisfied  that  such  discriminating  duties,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  had  likewise 
been  repealed  by  such  nation.  By  this  act  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  all  nations  to  place  our  commeroe 
with  each  on  a  basis  which,  it  was  presumed,  would 
be  acceptable  to  aU.  Eveiy  nation  was  allowed  to 
bring  its  manufactures  and  productions  into  our  ports, 
and  to  take  the  manufactures  and  productions  of  the 
United  States  back  to  their  ports,  in  their  own  ves- 
sels, on  the  same  conditions  that  they  might  be  trans- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, it  was  required  that  a  like  accommodation 
should  be  granted  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ports  of  otiier  powers.  The  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted, or  prohibited  on  either  side,  formed  no  part  of 
the  proposed  arrangement  Each  party  would  retain 
the  right  to  admit  or  prohibit  such  articles  from  the 
other,  as  it  thought  proper,  and  on  its  own  oondi- 
tiona 

When  the  nature  of  the  conuneroe  between  the 
United  States  and  every  other  country  was  taken 
into  view,  it  was  thought  that  this  proposition  would 
be  considered  fair,  and  even  Hbera],  by  eveiy  power. 
The  exports  of  the  United  States  oonsits  generally  of 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and  of  rude  materials 
in  demand  for  foreign  manufactoiies,  of  great  bulk, 
requiring  for  their  transportation  many  vessels,  the 
return  for  which,  in  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  any  foreign  country,  even  when  disposed  of  there 
to  advantage,  may  be  brought  in  a  single  vessel. 
This  observation  is  the  more  espeoially  applicable  to 
those  countries  from  which  manufactures  alone  are 
imported,  but  it  applies  in  a  great  extent  to  the  £u« 
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fopaan  dasniiiioiis  of  ereiy  European  power,  and,  in 
a  oertsia  extent,  to  all  the  colonies  of  those  powers. 
Sf  pl*r4»fc^  then,  the  navigation  precisely  on  the 
mamt  grooDd,  in  the  transportation  of  exports  and 
iapoits  between  the  United  States  and  other  ootm- 
IriM,  It  vas  preimned  that  all  was  o£fered  which 
eoold  be  desired.  It  seemed  to  he  the  only  propod- 
tioe  'Hu^  could  be  devised,  which  would  retain 
CTCB  the  semblance  of  equality  in  our  favor. 

Many  coauiderations  of  great  weight,  gave  us  a 
i^^  to  expect  that  ibis  commerce  should  be  extend- 
«i  to  the  colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  European  domin- 
of  other  powers.  With  the  latter,  especially 
itries  exclusivelv  manufacturing,  the  advan- 
nanifestlj  on  weir  side.  An  indemnity  for 
was  expected  from  a  trade  with  the  colonies, 
sad,  vitfi  the  greater  reason,  as  it  was  known  that 
fte  sspi»lies  which  the  colonies  derived  from  us  were 
cf  the  Mgh<»nt  importance  to  them,  their  labor  being 
kstowed  with  so  much  greater  profit  in  the  culture 
«f  odier  articles;  and  because,  likewise,  the  articles, 
d  vbich  thoee  supplies  consisted,  forming  so  large  a 
pwyurltou  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  were 
aevcr  admitted  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Europe,  ex- 
cept in  esues  of  great  emergency,  to  avert  a  serious 
falgmity.  When  no  article  is  admitted  which  is  not 
lequiieil  to  safely  the  wants  of  the  par^  admitting 
it,  aad  admitted  then,  not  in  favor  of  any  particular 
to  the  disadvantage  of  others,  but  on  condi- 
eqiaally  applicable  to  all,  it  seems  just  that  the 
thus  admitted  and  invited  should  be  carried 
in  the  vessels  of  the  country  aflbrdlng  such 
and  that  the  reciprocity  should  be  found  in  a 
eotirarondlng  aooommodation  on  the  ^ther  side.  By 
aOowin^  eacA  party  to  participate  in  the  transporta- 
of  soch  sopplies.  on  the  payment  of  equid  ton- 
a  strong  proof  was  afforded  of  an  accommo- 
sforit.  To  abandon  to  it  the  transportation 
whole,  would  be  a  sacrifice  which  ought  not 
be  expected.  The  demand,  in  the  present  in- 
woold  be  the  more  unreasonable,  in  consider- 
of  tile  great  inequality  existing  in  the  trade 
wi&  tbe  parent  country. 

Sadi  was  the  basis  of  our  system,  as  established 
\f  tbe  act  of  1815,  and  such  its  true  character.  In 
iit  year  in  which  this  act  was  passed,  a  treaty  was 
ennriaded  with  Great  Britain,  in  strict  conformity 
mtb  TStm  principles,  in  regard  to  her  European  domin- 
ioaa.  To  ber  colonies,  however,  in  the  West  Indies 
woA  en  this  continent,  it  was  not  extended,  the  Brit- 
Government  claiming  the  exclusive  supply  of 
colonies,  and  from  our  own  ports,  and  of  the 
of  the  colonies  in  return,  in  our  own  ve»- 
To  this  claim  the  United  States  could  not  as- 
and,  in  consequence,  each  party  suspended  the 
in  the  vessels  of  the  other,  by  a  prohibit 
Ikii,  which  still  exists^ 

Tbe  same  conditions  were  offered  to  France,  but 
■Btaceqyted.  Her  Government  has  demanded  other 
fwaditinns  move  favorable  to  her  navigation,  and 
eiach  sbo>aId  abo  give  extraordinary  encouragement 
to  ber  manufactures  and  productions  in  ports  of  the 
Caited  States.  To  these  it  was  thought  improper  to 
aeeede,  and,  in  consequence,  the  restrictive  regula- 
tkas,  which  had  been  adopted  on  her  part,  being 
esoDtervatied  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
^lieet  commeice  between  the  two  countries,  in  the 
of  each  party,  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
It  is  mucJi  to  be  regretted,  that,  although 
a  negotiation  has  been  long  pending,  such  is  the  di- 


versity of  views  entertained,  on  the  various  points 
which  have  been  brought  into  discussion,  that  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
eariy  conclusion. 

As  little  cause  has  the  Grovemment  of  France  to 
complain  of  the  seizure  of  the  Apollo,  and  the  remov- 
al of  other  vessels,  frt>m  the  waters  of  the  St  Mary's. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  every  nation  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  commercial  system  as  it  thinks  fit,  and 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  provided  it 
be  done  without  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  other 
powers.  The  violation  of  its  revenue  laws  is  an 
ofibnce  which  all  nations  punish — the  punishment 
of  which  gives  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
power  to  which  the  offenders  belong,  provided  it  be 
extended  to  all  equally.  In  this  case,  every  circum- 
stance which  occurred  indicated  a  fiixed  purpose  to 
violate  our  revenue  laws.  Had  the  party  intended 
to  have  pursued  a  fair  trade,  he  would  have  entered 
our  ports,  and  paid  the  duties ;  or,  had  he  intended 
to  cany  on  a  legitimate  circuitous  oommerce  ^th 
the  United  States,  he  would  have  entered  the  port  of 
sofne  other  power,  landed  his  goods  at  the  custom- 
house according  to  law,  and  reshipped  and  sent  them 
in  the  vessel  of  such  power,  or  of  some  other  poweo: 
which  might  lawfully  bring  them,  free  from  such 
duties,  to  a  port  of  the  United  States.  But  the  con- 
duct of  the  party  in  this  case  was  altogether  different. 
He  entered  the  river  St  Maiy's,  the  boundary  Una 
between  the  United  States  and  Florida,  and  took  his 
position  on  the  Spanish  side,  on  which,  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river,  there  was  no  town,  no  port,  no 
custom-house,  and  scarcely  any  settlement  His  pur« 
pose,  therefore,  was  not  to  sell  his  goods  to  the  inhab* 
itants  of  Florida,  but  to  citisens  of  tbe  United  States, 
in  exchange  for  their  productions,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  a  direct  and  palpable  breach  of  our 
laws.  It  is  known  that  a  regular  systematic  plan 
had  been  formed  by  certain  persons  for  the  violation 
of  our  revenue  system,  which  made  it  the  more  ne- 
cessary to  check  the  proceeding  in  its  commence- 
ment 

That  the  unsettled  bank  of  a  river  so  remote  from 
the  Spanish  garrisons  and  population  could  give  no 
protection  to  any  party,  in  such  a  practice,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations. 
It  would  not  have  comported  with  a  friendly  policy, 
in  Spain  herself  to  have  established  a  custom-house 
there,  sinoe  it  could  have  subserved  no  other  purpose 
than  to  elude  our  revenue  law.  But,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  did  not  adopt  that  measure.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  understood  that  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba,  to  whom  an  application  to  that  effect  was 
made,  by  these  adventurers,  had  not  acceded  to  it 
The  condition  of  those  provinces  for  many  years  be- 
fore they  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  need  not, 
now,  be  dwelt  on.  Inhabited  by  different  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  an  inroad  for  eveiy  kind  of  adventurer, 
the  jurisdiction  of  Spain  may  be  said  to  have  been, 
almost  exclusively,  confined  to  her  garrisons.  It  cer- 
tidnly  cotdd  not  extend  to  places  where  ^e  had  no 
authority.  The  rules,  therefore,  applicable  to  settled 
countries,  governed  by  laws,  could  not  be  deemed  so 
to  the  deserts  of  Florida,  and  to  the  occurrences 
there.  It  merits  attention,  also,  that  the  territory 
had  then  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a 
treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  had  not  been  refused, 
and  which  has  since  been  performed.  Under  any 
circumstances,  therefore,  Spain  became  less  respon- 
sible for  such  acts  committed  there,  and  the  United 
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States  more  at  liberty  to  exercise  antfaori^  to  pre- 
vent 80  great  a  mischief.  The  conduct  of  this  Got- 
emment  has,  in  every  instance,  been  conciliatory 
and  friendly  to  France.  The  oonstmction  of  onr  rev- 
enue law,  its  application  to  the  cases  which  have 
fonned  the  ground  of  such  serious  complaint  on  her 
part,  and  the  order  to  ihe  CoUector  of  St  Maxy's,  in 
accord  with  it,  were  given  two  years  before  these 
cases  occurred,  and  in  reference  to  a  breach  which 
was  attempted  by  the  subjects  of  another  power. 
The  application,  ^erefoie,  to  the  case  in  question, 
was  inevitable.  As  soon  as  the  treaty,  by  which 
these  provinces  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  was 
ratified,  and  all  danger  of  further  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  ceased,  an  order  was  given  for  the  release 
of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  seized,  and  for  the  dis- 
mission of  the  libel  which  had  been  instituted  against 
her. 

The  principles  of  this  system  of  reciprocity,  found- 
ed on  the  law  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  have  been 
since  carried  into  eflfoot  with  the  kingdoms  of  the 
Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  with  Hambuig, 
Bremen,  Lubeck,  and  Oldenbuig,  with  a  provision 
made  by  subsequent  laws,  in  regard  to  the  Nether- 
lands, Prussia,  Hambuz^g^  and  Bremen,  that  such 
produce  and  manufactures,  as  could  only  be,  or  most 
usually  were,  first  shipped  from  the  ports  of  those 
oountries,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels  wholly 
belonging  to  their  subjects,  uioold  be  considered  and 
admitted  as  their  own  manufactures  and  productions. 

The  Grovemment  of  Norway  has,  by  an  ordinance, 
opened  the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States^ 
upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  from  whatever  place 
arriving,  and  with  whatever  articles  laden.  They 
have  requested  the  reciprocal  allowances  for  the  ves- 
sels of  Norway  in  the  ports  pf  the  United  States.  As 
this  privilege  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and  can  only  be  granted  by 
Congress,  and  as  it  may  involve  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  other  nations,  the 
subject  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

I  have  presented  thus  fully  to  your  view  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  other  powers,  that,  seeing 
them  in  detail  with  each  power,  and  knowing  the 
basis  on  which  they  rest,  Congress  may,  in  its  wis- 
dom, decide  whether  any  change  ought  to  be  made, 
and  if  any,  in  what  respect.  If  this  basis  is  unjust 
or  unreasonable,  sorely  it  ought  to  be  abandozied  ; 
but  if  it  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  any  change  in  it 
will  make  concessions  subversive  of  equality,  and 
tending  in  its  consequences  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  prosperity,  then  the  reasons  are  equally  strong, 
for  adhering  to  the  ground  already  taken,  and  sup- 
porting it  by  such  fcffther  regulations  as  may  appear 
to  be  proper,  should  any  additional  support  be  found 
necessary. 

The  question  oonoeming  the  construction  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  been,  by  a 
joint  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  Court  of  St  Petersburg, 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  The  result  of  that  submission 
has  not  yet  been  received.  The  Commissioners  un- 
der the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty  not  having  been 
able  to  agree  upon  their  decision,  their  reports  to  the 
two  Governments,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  may  be  expected  at  an  early  day. 

With  Spain,  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  has 


been  paztiy  carried  into  execution.  Possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida  has  been  given  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  officers  charged  with  that  serrice,  by 
an  order  from-Hb  Catholic  Majesty,  delivered  by  bis 
Minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  transmitted 
by  a  special  agent  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba, 
to  whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  those  provinoes  was  vested,  have  not  only 
omitted,  in  contravention  of  the  order  of  their  Sover- 
eign, the  peifbrmanco  of  the  express  stipulation,  to 
deliver  over  the  archives  and  documents  relating  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  of  those  pro^ces,  all 
of  which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  delivered, 
either  before  or  when  the  troc^s  were  withdrawn, 
but  defeated,  since,  every  efEbrt  of  the  United  Statas 
to  obtain  them,  especially  those  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. This  omission  has  given  rise  to  several  in- 
cidents of  a  painM  nature,  the  character  of  which 
will  be  fully  disclosed  by  the  documents  which  will 
be  hereafter  communicated.* 

In  every  other  circumstance,  the  law  of  the  8d  of 
March  last,  for  carrying  into  effect  that  treaty,  has 
been  duly  attended  to.  For  the  execution  «  that 
part  which  preserved  in  force,  for  the  sovemment  of 
the  inhabitants,  for  the  term  specified  all  the  dvil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  ex- 
isting Government  of  those  provinces,  an  adequate 
number  of  officers,  as  was  presumed,  were  appointed, 
and  ordered  to  their  respective  stations.  Botii  prov- 
inces were  formed  into  one  territory,  and  a  Govern* 
or  aj^inted  for  it ;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  pro> 
existing  division,  and  of  the  distance  and  difficulty  of 
communication  between  Pensacola,  the  reaidenoe  of 
the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  St  Angustine, 
that  of  the  Governor  of  East  Florida,  at  which  placet 
the  inconsiderable  population  of  eadi  province  was 
principally  collected,  two  Secretaries  were  app(»nted, 
the  one  to  reside  at  Pensacola,  and  the  other  at  St 
Augustine.  Due  attention  was  likewise  paid  to  ibe 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating 
to  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade,  which  were  ex- 
tended to  these  provincea  The  whole  territory  was 
divided  into  three  collection  districts,  that  part  lybg 
between  the  river  St  Mary's  and  Cape  Florida,  form- 
ing one ;  that  from  the  Cape  to  tiie  Apalachioola) 
anotiier ;  and  that  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the  Per- 
dido,  the  third.  To  these  districts  the  usual  number 
of  revenue  officers  were  i^pointed;  and,  toseoore 
tiie  due  operation  of  these  laws,  one  judge  and  a  dis- 

*  This  paragxmph,  and  the  two  following,  relate  to  tnniie- 
tions  St  Penaaools,  in  which  the  Governor  of  the  Florida^ 
(QenonJ  Jackson,)  aottng  up  to  his  oommiaaion  with  ths 
powers  of  a  Gsptatn  General  of  Cnba,  and  eontinalng  the 
**  existing  Bpanish  Government "  aooordlng  to  the  act  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  Florldaa,  did  things  miUUurUft 
and  had  coUislons  with  the  ex-Spanish  officers,  and  with  the 
United  States  Territorial  Jadge,  in  which  he  gave  praotloal 
evidence  that  the  Territory  (as  the  act  for  its  temporaiy 
government  provided)  was  governed  quite  independeatlj 
of  the  CJoDstitation  of  the  United  States,  and  joat  as  it  had 
been  under  the  Spanish  Government,  all  whidi  (by  way  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  mOUariiff  dealt 
with)  came  before  the  President  and  Congreea,  and  will  ha 
seen  in  the  progrees  of  the  debates,  and  have  an  interest 
beyond  curioeity,  as  illustrating  the  manner  in  which  a 
Territory  may  be  governed,  (onder  a  government  given  it  \fj 
OoDgress,)  and  very  incompatibly  with  our  coastitatioa, 
which  was  in  vain  invoked  by  the  astonished  and  enraged 
complainants. 
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tad  attcnmj  were  appointed,  to  reride  at  Penraoola, 
lad,  likewise,  one  judge  and  a  diftrict  attoznej  to  re- 


dde  at  St  Angnsttne,  with  a  gpecified  bonndaiy  be- 
tvMD  tbem ;  and  one  manhal  for  the  whole,  with 
•odieEily  to  appoint  a  deputy.  In  canTing  this  law 
into  elMty  and  eqieciallj  ttiat  part  rdsting  to  the 
poven  of  the  existing  goyenunent  of  those  prorinoes, 
k  was  thought  im|wrtant^  in  oonsidention  of  the 
Aort  term  lor  which  it  was  to  operate,  and  the 
ndieal  efaange  which  wmdd  be  nude  at  the  ap- 
iraaehiiig  senlon  of  Congreai,  to  avoid  expense,  to 
■tke  BO  appointment  whidi  ahonld  not  be  abso- 
My  ascewaiy  to  give  eflbct  to  those  powers,  to 
vlAdiaw  none  of  onr  citiiens  from  their  pnrsnits, 
vhnebj  to  subject  the  Government  to  claims  which 
eoald  not  be  gratified,  and  the  parties  to  losses, 
lUoh  it  woold  be  patnfnl  to  witness. 

It  lias  been  seen,  with  much  concern,  that,  in  the 
yrihnmance  of  these  duties,  a  collision  arose  between 
As  Gofemor  of  the  Territoiy  and  the  judge  appoint- 
ed far  the  western  district  It  was  presumed  that  the 
hm  under  which  this  transitoiy  government  was  or- 
nstnd,  and  the  commismrnis  whidi  were  granted  to 
fle  oflkMn,  who  were  appointed  to  execute  each 
Inaeh  of  the  Sj^Btem,  and  to  which  the  conunissions 
me  adapted,  would  have  been  understood  in  the 
MBS  Mose,  by  them,  in  which  thej  were  understood 
tf  the  Exeentive.  Much  aUowanoe  is  due  to  officers 
oqilofed  in  each  branch  of  this  syBtem,  and  the  more 
m,  as  tiiere  is  good  cause  to  believe  that  each  acted 
aader  Ae  oonviotion,  that  he  possessed  the  power 
ufaiEfa  he  undertook  to  exercise.  Of  the  officer  hold- 
ing the  principal  station,  I  think  it  properto  observe, 
thst  he  aecepted  xt  with  reluctance,  in  compliance 
vith  the  invitation  given  him,  and  from  a  hi^  sense 
flf  dnty  to  his  oountxy,  being  willing  to  contribute  to 
tkt  oonsammatHm  of  an  event  wUch  would  ineure 
aiopfete  protection  to  an  important  part  of  our 
QaioB,  iriueh  had  sufEsred  much  from  incursion  and 
kmaon,  and  io^  tiie  defence  of  which  his  very  gallant 
od  patriotic  seryices  had  been  so  signally  and  use- 
UIjdBvoted. 

From  the  intrinsb  difficulty  of  executing  laws  de« 
BiBg  their  origin  firom  diifimnt  sources,  and  so  es- 
■auUy  different  in  many  impoctaat  dronmstancei^ 
At  advantage,  amd,  indeed,  the  necessity,  of  estab- 
Uaag,  as  aoon  ss  may  be  practicable,  a  well-oinan- 
hod  gwemuient  over  that  Texxitory,  on  the  principles 
«f  oar  lystem,  is  appareoL*    This  sntgeot  is  there- 

*  ne  tsmponry  government  established  at  taking  poa- 
MMkn  of  the  Flovldaa  waa  on  the  Spanish  ayatem,  to  wit: 
aawtlHaatlon  of  the  existing  Spaoiah  Ooremment,  to  be 
afcatiiliiamil  by  anoli  pereona  aa  the  Prealdent  ahonld  di- 
wt  Geaenl  Jackson  waa  appointed  the  Itnt  Governor, 
■1  waa  eonunlaaioned  aa  Oaptain  Oeneral  and  Intendant  of 
<hk,  aad  aa  €k>venior  of  Bast  and  West  Florid*.  It  waa 
k  fha  eserelae  of  theae  high  powers,  aa  held  by  Bpanlah 
tiewai  that  theae  eoUUIona  took  place  to  wblefa  the  Preal- 
dnt  illodea,  and  which  made  It  the  more  neceaaary  to  give 
Vhrida  a  Territorial  Ctovemment  baaed  upon  onr  own  ays- 
te;  fliat  la  to  mj,  on  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  waa 
tei  at  thia  aeaaion.  The  study  of  the  leglaletlon  of  Con- 
pm  la  glTlng^  flrat  the  Bpanlah  and  then  our  own  ibr  the 
tmltorial  Qovemment  of  Florida,  and  the  dolnga  and  de- 
ander  It,  ftamlsh  the  hl^ieat  iUnatration  of  Gongrea- 
i  power  over  Tenitoriea,  and  the  nullity  of  their  rights 
the  eoastltatlon,  which  the  wit  of  man  could  have 
inliid.  Thia  Uluatration  will  be  noted  In  ita  suocesslve 
dapMs  aa  thia  abridgment  prooeeda. 


fore  recommended  to  the  eariy  consideratioQ  of  Con- 


In  compliance  with  an  ii^junction  of  the  law  of  the 
8d  of  March  last,  three  Commissioners  have  also  been 
appointed,  and  a  board  organized  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  above  recited, 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  such  of  our  citi- 
zens as  have  well-founded  claims  on  Spain,  of  the 
character  specified  by  that  treaty.  This  board  has 
entered  on  its  duties,  and  made  some  pnwress  there- 
ia  The  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  of  His  Catholic 
Migesty,  provided  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty,  have  not  yet  arrived  in  the  United  States,  but 
are  soon  expected.  As  soon  as  they  do  anive,  cor- 
responding appointments  will  be  made,  and  every 
facility  M  anolrded,  for  the  due  execution  of  thU 
iervioe. 

The  Government  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
since  the  termination  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
has  been  removed  from  Bio  de  Janeiro  to  Lisbon, 
where  a  revolutioiiysimihur  to  that  which  had  occurred 
in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Spain,  had,  in  like 
manner,  been  sanctioned  by  the  accepted  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  reigning  monarch.  The  dinlomntic  in- 
teroourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Portu- 
guese d<miinion8,  interrupted  by  this  important  events 
has  not  yet  been  resumed,  but  the  change  of  internal 
adminlstratiQn  having  already  matraiaUy  aflbcted  l^e 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Portuguese  dominions,  the  renewal  <mP  the  public  mis- 
sions between  the  two  countries  appears  to  be  desira- 
ble at  an  early  day. 

It  is  understood  &at  the  colonies  in  South  America 
have  hcul  great  success  during  the  FJBsent  year,  in 
the  struggle  for  their  independence.  The  new  Grov- 
emment  of  Colombia  has  extended  its  temtories,  and 
considerably  augmented  its  strength ;  and,  at  Buenoa 
Ayres,  where  civil  dissensions  had  for  some  time  be- 
fiue  prevailed,  greater  harmony  and  better  order  ap- 
pear to  have  been  established.  Equal  success  has 
attended  their  efforts  in  the  provinces  on  the  Pacific 
It  has  long  been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  conditions  short  of  their  independ- 
ence would  be  satiflfiwtoiy  to  them.  It  may  tiiere- 
fore  be  presumed,  and  it  is  eazneatly  hoped,  that  the 
Government  of  Spain,  ffuided  by  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral counsels,  will  find  it  to  comport  with  its  interests^ 
and  due  to  its  magnanimity,  to  tenninate  this  ex- 
hansting  controversy  on  that  basLs.  To  promote  thia 
result,  by  fiiendly  oounael  with  the  Govenunent  of 
Spain,  will  be  the  object  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

In  oonductmg  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  year,  it 
has  been  found  necessanr  to  cany  into  full  efiect  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  anthorizing  a  loan 
of  five  millions  of  doUara.  Thia  sum  has  been  raised 
at  an  average  premium  of  five  ddUars  fifty-nine  hun- 
dredths per  centum,  vptm  stock  bearing  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at 
the  option  of  the  Government  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

There  has  been  issued,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou-*^ 
sand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  of  five  per  cent  stock ;  and  there  has  been,  or 
will  be  redeemed,  during  the  year,  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  thirty  dollars  and 
ieventy-one  cents  of  Louisiana  fix  per  cent,  deferred 
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itock  and  IfinigBippl  stock.  There  has,  therefore, 
been  an  actual  increase  of  the  public  debt,  contracted 
dnring  the  year,  of  one  million  five  hundred  and 
tfairty-eig^t  thousand  two  hundred  and  dxtj-six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-nine  cents. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasuiy,  from  the  first  of 
Januaiy  to  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  have 
amounted  to  sixteen  millions  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  seventy  cents,  which,  with  the  balance  of  one 
million  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents, 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  former  day,  make  the  aggre- 
gate sum  of  seventeen  millions  four  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollais 
and  ninety-one  cents. 

The  payments  from  the  Treasury  during  the  same 
period  nave  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  six  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  forty-seven  cents,  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  last-mentioned  day,  the  sum  of  one  million  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  forty-four  cents.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  will  ex- 
ceed the  demands  which  will  be  made  on  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period,  and  that  the  amount  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  SOth  of  September  last  will  be  in- 
creased on  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  it  was  anticipated 
that  the  progressive  diminution  of  the  public  revenue 
in  1819  and  1820,  which  had  been  the  result  of  the 
languid  state  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  those  years, 
had,  in  the  latter  year,  reached  its  extreme  point  of 
depression.  It  has,  however,  been  ascertained  that 
that  point  was  reached  only  at  the  termination  of  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  From  that  time 
,  until  the  20th  of  September  last,  the  duties  secured 
have  exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding  quarters  of 
the  last  year,  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  thousand  dollars ;  whilst  the  amount  of  deben- 
tures, issued  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  this 
year,  is  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  ^ousand  dollars 
less  than  that  of  the  same  quarters  of  the  last 
year. 

There  are  just  grounds  to  believe  that  the  improve- 
ment which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue,  during  the 
last-mentioned  period,  will  not  only  be  maintained, 
but  that  it  will  progressively  increase  through  the 
next  and  several  succeeding  years,  so  as  to  realize  the 
results  which  were  presented  upon  that  subject,  by 
the  official  reporte  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  conmience- 
ment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  most  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, the  revenue,  for  the  next  and  subsequent 
years,  to  the  year  1825,  will  exceed  the  demands  at 
present  authorized  by  law. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that,  under  the  protec- 
tion given  to  domestic  manufactures,  by  the  existing 
laws,  we  shall  become,  at  no  distant  period,  a  manu- 
facturing country,  on  an  extennve  scale.  Possessing, 
as  we  do,  the  raw  materials  in  such  vast  amount, 
with  a  capacity  to  augment  them  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent; raising  within  the  country  aliment  of  every 
kind,  to  an  amount  far  exceeding  the  demand  for 
home  consumption,  even  in  the  most  unfavorable 
years,  and  to  be  obtained  always  at  a  very  moderate 
price ;  skilled  also,  as  our  people  are,  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  in  every  improvement  calculated  to  lessen 
the  demand  for,  and  the  price  of  labor,  it  is  manifest 
that  their  success,  in  every  branch  of  domestic  in- 


dustry, may  and  will  be  oarried,  under  the  encour- 
agement given  by  the  present  duties,  to  an  extent  to 
meet  any  demand,  which,  under  a  fur  competitioo, 
may  be  made  upon  it. 

A  considerable  increase  of  domestic  manufactures, 
by  diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign,  will  proba- 
bly tend  to  lessen  the  amount  of  the  public  revenue. 
As,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  which 
is  derived  from  duties  is  raised  fiixnn  other  articles 
than  manufactures,  the  demand  for  which  will  in- 
crease with  our  population,  it  is  believed  that  a  fund 
will  still  be  raised  from  that  source  adequate  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  public  expenditures,  especially  as 
those  expenditures,  should  we  continue  to  be  blessed 
with  peace,  will  be  diminished  by  the  completion  of 
the  fortifications,  dock-yards,  and  other  public  woriis; 
by  the  augmentetion  of  the  Navy  to  the  p<nnt  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  it ;  and  by  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  including  pensions  for  militaiy 
services. 

It  oaimot  be  doubted  that  the  more  complete  our 
internal  resources,  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on 
foreign  powers  for  every  national  as  well  as  domestic 
purpose,  the  greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  pub- 
lic felicity.  By  the  increase  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures will  the  demand  for  the  rude  materials  at  home 
be  increased,  and  thus  will  the  dependence  of  the 
several  parte  of  our  Union  on  each  other,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Union  itself  be  proportionably  aug- 
mented. In  this  process,  which  b  very  desirable,  and 
inevitoble  under  the  existing  duties,  the  resources 
which  obviously  present  themselves  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue,  should  it  occur,  are  the  inter* 
este  which  may  derive  the  principal  benefit  from  the 
change.  If  domestic  manufactures  are  raised  by  du- 
ties on  foreign,  the  deficiency  in  tiie  fund  njcessary 
for  public  purposes  should  be  supplied  by  duties  on 
the  former.  At  the  last  session  it  seemed  doubtful 
whether  the  revenue  derived  from  the  present  sources 
would  be  adequate  to  all  the  great  purposes  of  our 
Union,  including  the  construction  of  our  fortifications^ 
the  augmentetion  of  the  Navy,  and  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  against  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  ex- 
posed. Had  the  deficiency  been  such  as  to  subject  ut 
to  the  necessity,  either  to  abandon  those  measures  <^ 
defence,  or  to  resort  to  other  means  for  adequate 
fbnds,  tiie  oonrse  presented  to  the  adoption  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  people  appeared  to  be  a  plain 
one.  It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  to  know  that  this 
necessity  does  not  exist  Nothing,  however,  in  con- 
templation of  such  important  objecto,  which  can  be 
easily  provided  for,  ^ould  be  left  to  hazard.  It  is 
thought  that  the  revenue  may  receive  an  augmenta- 
tion from  the  existing  source^  and  in  a  manner  to  aid 
our  manufactures,  without  hastening  prematurely  the 
result  which  has  been  suggested.  It  is  believed  that 
a  moderate  additional  duty  on  certain  articles  would 
have  that  effect,  without  being  liable  to  any  serious 
objection. 

The  examination  of  the  whole  coast,  for  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  fortifications,  from  St*  Croix  to 
the  Sabine,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  territory 
lately  acquired,  will  be  completed  in  the  present  year, 
as  will  be  the  survey  of  the  Misassippi,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representetives,  from  tiie 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the  ocean — and,  likewise,  of  the 
Ohio,  from  Louisville  to  the  MisslssippL  A  progress, 
corresponding  with  the  sums  impropriated,  has  also 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  these  fortifioationa 
at  the  pointe  designated.    As  they  will  form  a  lystem 
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of  defenoe  for  the  whole  maritime  frontier,  and,  in 
eonaeqaenoe,  for  the  interior,  and  are  to  last  for  Mg^tf 
the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  fix  the  position  of 
eadi  work,  and  to  fonn  h  on  sooh  a  scale  as  will  be 
adBqoate  for  the  pnipose  intended  hj  it  All  the  in- 
lets and  assaflable  parts  of  our  Union  have  been  mi- 
nntely  etramined,  and  positions  taken,  with  a  view  to 
die  best  efifect,  observing,  in  eveiy  instance,  a  jnst 
rqpard  for  economy.  Donbts,  however,  being  entei^ 
tamed,  as  to  the  proprielj  of  the  position  and  extent 
of  the  wQik  at  Dauphin  Island,  farther  progress  in  it 
was  so^ended,  soon  after  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and  an  order  given  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  and 
Kaval  Commisdooen  to  make  a  further  and  more 
Bmnte  examination  of  it,  in  both  respects,  and  to  re- 
port tfie  result,  without  delay. 

Due  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of 
vesaels  of  war,  according  to  the  law  providing  for  the 
gradual  augmentation  S  the  Navy,  and  to  the  extent 
of  existing  appropriations.  The  veiwels  autboriMd  by 
the  act  of  1820  have  all  been  completed,  and  are  now 
m  actual  service.  None  of  the  larger  ships  have 
been,  or  will  be  launched,  for  the  present,  the  olject 
being  to  protect  all  which  may  not  be  required  for 
immediate  service,  from  decay,  Jby  suitable  buildings 
erected  over  them.  A  squadron  has  been  maintained, 
as  heretofore,  in  tiie  Mediterranean,  by  means  where- 
of peace  has  been  preserved  with  the  Barbazy  powers. 
This  squadron  has  been  reduced  the  present  year  to 
as  small  a  force  as  is  compatible  with  the  fnUilment 
of  the  object  intended  by  it.  From  past  experience, 
Hid  tiie  best  information  respecting  the  riews  of  those 
powers,  it  is  distinctiy  understood  that,  should  our 
squdron  be  withdrawn,  they  would  soon  recommenoe 
tibeir  hostilities  and  depredations  upon  our  commerce. 
Their  fortifications  have  lately  been  rebuilt,  and  their 
auritime  force  increased.  It  has  also  been  found 
neoesBBiy  to  maintain  a  naval  force  on  the  Pacific, 
for  the  protection  of  the  vaiy  important  interests  of 
oar  citiaoens  engaged  in  commerce  and  the  fi;^ries  in 
tint  sea.  Vessels  have  Ckewise  been  employed  in 
cmisbig  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
io(^  on  tiie  coast  of  Afiica,  and  in  the  nei^boring 
MSL  In  the  latter,  many  piracies  have  been  eom- 
■utted  on  onr  commerce,  and  so  extensive  was  be- 
MBuag  the  range  of  those  unprincipled  adventurers, 
ftat  ttere  was  cause  to  apprehend,  without  a  timely 
sad  decisive  eifort  to  suppress  them,  the  worst  conse- 
faeoces  would  ensue.  Fortunately,  a  considerable 
dfeeck  has  been  given  to  that  spirit  by  our  cruisers, 
vho  have  succeeded  in  capturing  and  destroying  sev- 
eral of  their  vessels.  Ne  wthSess,  it  is  consmered 
an  dgeet  of  high  importance  to  continue  these  cruis- 
cn  until  the  practice  is  entirely  suppressed.  Like 
neeess  has  attended  our  efibrts  to  suppress  the  slave- 
tade.  Under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
■Micrion  of  their  piqierB,  tiie  trade  may  be  considered 
ss  entirely  suppressed;  and,  if  any  of  our  citizens 
are  engaged  in  it,  under  the  flag  and  papers  of  other 
pavers,  it  is  only  from  arespect  to  the  rights  of  those 
niwen,  Uiat  these  offenders  are  not  seized  and  brought 
kaae,  to  receive  the  punishment  which  the  laws  m- 
ftet  If  every  other  power  diould  adopt  the  same 
polfey,  and  pnnae  tne  same  vigorous  means  for 
carrying  it  into  elfeet,  the  trade  could  no  longer 


Deeply  impressed  witii  the  blessings  which  we  en- 
jo^,  and  of  which  we  have  such  manifold  proofs,  my 
■^ad  is  inaidsdbly  drawn  to  that  Almighty  Being, 
ihs  great  source  from  whence  tibey  proceed,  and 


to  whom  our   most  grateful  ackowledgments  are 
due. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wabkenotom^  Ike.  5,  1821. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docnments 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
Message  oitlered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the- 
Senate. 


TmrBSDAT,  December  6. 

Thomab  H.  Benton,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Clai8\fieation  of  Miuouri  Senaton. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pakbott, 

JRsiolMdy  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascer- 
tain the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  be  inserted,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789, 
and  as  the  consUtntion  requires. 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box 
two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered 
three,  and  each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one 
paper ;  that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the 
paper  numbered  two  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1825 ;  and 
that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the  paper 
numbered  three,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1827. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned 
were,  by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into 
the  box ;  when  Mr.  Babton  drew  number  two, 
and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1826 ;  and  Mr.  Bx2nx>N  drew  npmber 
three,  and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sena- 
tors whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
8d  of  March,  1827. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowbde,  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  5th  instant,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  10. 

John  Elliott,  from  the  State  of  Georria, 
who  arrived  on  the  7th,  and  also  John  W» 
Walxjeb,  fh>m  the  State  of  Alabama,  who  ar- 
rived on  the  8th  instant,  severally  attended  this 
day. 

TuisDAT,  December  11. 

Kioholas  Wabe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  o)  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Free- 
man  Walker,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  tooK  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

WiLUAM  R.  King,  from  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma, who  arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  attended 
this  day. 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives iDformed  the  Senate  that  they  have  oon- 
cnired  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  appointed 
the  Bev.  Jabkd  Spabks  Chaplain  on  their  part 

On  motion,  by  Mr.BABBOVB,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  iiieir 
part ;  and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  Bev.  William  BTLAim  was  duly 
dected. 


THusaDAT,  December  18. 
Death  of  Mr.  Trimble. 

Mr.  BuGOLEs  announced  the  death  of  William 
A.  Tbdcblb,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  deceased  this  morning. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Ruoivedj  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  sapermtending  the  funeral  of  the  honorable 
William  A.  Trimble,  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  same,  and  that  notioe  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  Honee  of  Representatives. 

Ordered^    That  Messrs.  Babbovb,  Lowbib, 
KoBLB,  Talbot,  and  Thomas,  be  the  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Hetolvedy  tmanimoutly.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  firom  a  smcere  desire  of  showing  every  maiic 
of  respect  dne  to  the  memoiy  of  the  honorable  Wil- 
liam A.  Trimble,  deceased,  late  a  member  Ihereof, 
will  go  into  mooming  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
nsaai  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  roond  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

JRetolvedj  utianimouiljf.  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  Ihe  memory  of  the  honorable  William 
A.  Trimble,  the  Senate  do  now  a^jonm. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  December  14. 

Elvae  H.  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed 
during  the  last  session^  and  who  arrived  on  the 
12th  inst,  attended  this  day,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  a^oumed  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  17. 

Nicholas  Van  Dtsx,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, who  arrived  on  the  16th  instant,  attend- 
ed this  day. 

William  Fikdlat,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rugolxs,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  was  requested  to  notify  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State  of  Ohio  of  the  death  of  the 
honorable  Wiluam  A.  Tbdcbls,  late  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States  from  that  State. 


Wbdnibdat,  December  19. 
TSimAJSf  Edwabds,  from  the  State  of  Ulinois, 


arrived  on  the  17th  instant,  and  attended  this 
day. 

Fbidat,  December  28. 

The  Yiox  Pbxsidsnt  of  the  United  States 
Danikl  D.  Tompkins,  attended. 

WxDzrxsDAT,  January  3, 1822. 

JStdeiand  Ordert. 

Mr.  Ejng.  of  New  York,  also  laid  on  the 
table  the  following  resolution : 

Retoivedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  one  to  be  iqypointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  to  re- 
vise the  rules  and  orders  by  which  the  bnsineas  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  shall  be  regolated,  and  to 
make  report  thereof  to  their  two  Houses  respectiTely. 

Mr.  Kino  said  he  offered  this  motion  on  the 
presumption  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  meet  it  by  the  appointment  of  a  oom- 
mittee on  its  part.  He  adverted  to  the  incon- 
venience, and,  indeed,  the  evils  which  attended 
the  present  loose  mode  of  transacting  the  public 
business  between  the  two  Houses,  according  to 
which  it  often  occurred  that  bUls  of  importance, 
even  appropriation  bills,  arrived  from  the  other 
House,  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  day  before  the  last,  and  sometimes  on  the 
very  last  dav  of  the  session ;  of  course,  if  they 
passed  at  all,  they  must  be  hurried  throng 
without  the  possibility  of  bestowing  on  Hiem 
that  degree  of  investigation  and  consideratioa 
which  were  necessary  and  proper.  The  impro- 
priety of  this  course  was  apparent,  Mr.  K.  pre- 
sumed, and  it  was  with  a  view  to  its  correction^ 
that  he  submitted  the  present  motion.  His 
idea  was,  that  no  bill  ought  to  be  sent  frt>m 
either  House  to  the  other  for  concurrenoe  on 
either  of  the  two  last  days  of  the  session. 

Monday,  January  7. 

Edwabd  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and  also,  William 
PiNKNBT,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Dtate  of  Maryland,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last,  produced  ms  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  January  8. 

MUitarp  BocidB. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  laid  on  the  table 
the  following  resolutions : 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedioncy  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  repairing  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  mHitaiy  road,  beginning  at  Madisonville^ 
in  the  State  of  Louiriana,  and  tenninatiog  at  Florenoe, 
on  the  Tennessee  River. 

In  offering  this  resolve,  Mr.  Johnson  said  the 
object  of  the  resolution  he  submitted  was  to 
provide  for  the  repairing  of  the  great  military 
road  leading  from  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  to  Florence,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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That  this  road,  which  he  considered  among  the 
most  important  in  the  Union,  was  opened  hj 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  the  com- 
mand and  direction  of  Migor  General  Jackson, 
to  whom  great  credit  is  due,  not  only  for  the 
origin  of  the  plan,  hnt  for  the  personal  atten- 
tion bestowed  by  him  in  marking  ont  and  con- 
structing it  He  was  of  opinion  that  perhaps 
no  national  work  had  been  aocomnlishea  which 
is  calculated  to  be  of  more  general  utility ;  that 
its  importance  is  not  con&ed  to  the  States  of 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee 
—the  whole  Western  country,  he  said,  is  inter- 
ested in  seeing  it  kept  in  repair ;  that  it  ]s  de- 
signed to  be  one  of  tne  most  important  military 
h^ways  in  the  United  States ;  that,  in  time 
of  war,  the  necessity  of  it  would  be  eyident,  in 
fiMsUitating  the  collection  and  transportation  of 
our  physical  force  and  military  supplies.  He 
stated  that  it  had  been  establi^ed  some  time 
since,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  as  a  post  road,  and 
that  it  it  is  desirable  that  the  proper  steps  should 
be  immediately  adopted  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  to  and  from  New  Orleans  by  this 
route,  in  covered  carrmges ;  that  the  distance 
from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  by  this  roacL 
is,  as  he  was  informed,  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  less  tJian  the  route  formerly 
travelled. 

But,  he  added,  that  the  road  is  now  almost 
mifit  for  use ;  that  the  bridges  had,  from  neces- 
fity,  been  made  of  green  wood,  and  are  decay- 
ing ;  and  that,  unless  provision  should  be  made 
£sr  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  removing  the 
timber  which  had  fallen  in  the  road,  it  would 
soon  be  abandoned :  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  country  through  which  it  passes  is  a 
wilderness  nearly  uninhabited,  owned  by  In- 
dians, and  by  the  United  States ;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, it  ooidd  only  be  repaired  and  pre- 
served by  the  aathority  of  the  General  Gk>vem- 
ment 

Mr.  J.  said,  that,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effect- 
ing the  object  in  view,  whether  it  should  be  ac- 
complished by  employing  the  troops  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  by  estabushing  a  turnpike  and 
fixing  a  toll,  or  by  other  means,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say ;  that  perhaps  it  would  be  deemed 
most  expedient  to  establish  a  turnpike,  and  to 
aOow  a  toll ;  that  he  thought  it  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  the  inquiry  of  a  committee. 

Tbtbsdat,  January  10. 

Mr.  Qaillabd  submitted  the  following  motion 
Ibr  consideration : 

Amend  the  22d  mle  for  oondnctiiig  bumneas  in  the 
ScBBte,  by  striking  oat  all  after  the  word  '*  duur," 
sad  by  ineeiting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

**  And  the  Vice  President,  when  indisposed  at  the 
Seat  of  Govenunent,  may  name,  in  writing,  a  Senator 
who  shall  preside  in  his  stead ;  in  which  case  on  en- 
tiy  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  bat  in  no  case  shall  any  snbstitation  extend  be- 
yoad  an  a^joonment.'' 

Mr.  IxoTD  submitted  the  following  motion 
ht  consideration : 

Vou  Vn.— 10 


Resolved^  That  the  appropriations  of  territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  education,  should  be  made  to  those 
States  in  whose  favor  no  snch  appropriations  have 
been  made,  corresponding  in  a  just  proportion  with 
those  heretofore  made  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 

Ruolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  wita  instroctioDs  to  report  a 
bill  pamiant  thereto. 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy, 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ;  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 


Monday,  January  14. 

Amendment  to  the  Cemtitution, 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  R.  M, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember: 

RmUsei,  by  the  SemOe  and  Bonae  of  IiepreKniati9€$ 
of  the  Unitid  Statei  qf  America^  m  Congreu  tatembledy 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitntion 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legidatoxes 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
LegiBlatores  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
constitntion : 

''That,  in  all  controversies  where  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  so  constmed  as 
to  extend  to  any  oase  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under 
•ihe  constitntion,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority,  and  to  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party ; 
and  in  lUl  controversies  in  which  a  State  may  desire 
to  become  a  party,  in  consequence  of  having  the  con- 
stitution or  laws  of  snch  State  questioned,  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate  juiisdio- 
tion. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  contains  a  clause,  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  amendments  may  be  obtauied. 
This  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  wise  men 
who  framed  it  were  of  opinion  that  experienoe 
would  develop  imperfections  in  the  system, 
which  might  require  a  remedy.  The  modela 
of  antiquity,  with  all  the  improvements  crif 
modern  times,  in  relation  to  confederated  gov- 
emments,  were  before  them.  The  Amphycti- 
onio  Council,  by  which  the  republics  of  Greece 
were  united ;  the  Achnan  league,  which  so  long 
governed  the  dties  of  Achaia ;  the  oonfedesa- 
tion  of  the  Germanic  Empire,  and  the  Belgio 
confederacy,  which  prevailed  in  the  provinces 
of  the  Netherlands,  all  furnished  examples  for 
their  improvement. 

When  the  struggle  for  independence,  whioh 
had  been  their  bond  of  union,  was  past  and 
clashing  interests  began  to  provoke  animosities, 
it  was  obvious  to  all,  that,  under  the  articles  of 
the  Old  Confederation,  the  General  Gk)vem- 
ment  was  too  feeble  for  the  purposes  of  national 
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prosperity ;  and  all  concnrred  in  the  sentiment, 
that  some  change  was  necessary.  The  only 
question  wa&  how  great  that  change  should 
be?  The  difficulty,  and  the  sole  difficulty,  was, 
to  determine  the  proper  distribution  of  power. 
How  to  divide  die  sovereignty  between  two 
distinct  governments,  deriving  thdr  authority 
from  the  same  source,  each  supreme  within  its 
own  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  and  yet  so  to 
regulate  and  denne  the  power  of  both  as  to 
produce  perfect  concord,  was  the  great  political 

Sroblem  to  be  solved  by  the  statesmen  of  that 
ay.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  first 
experiment  would  perfectly  effect  this  object. 
If  it  was  anticipated  by  any,  disappointment 
has  followed  the  Utopian  delusion.  The  high- 
est tribute  of  respect,  however,  is  due  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  patriots  who  framed  the  consti- 
tution, in  so  arranging  this  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  a  sovereignty  within  sovereignties, 
as  to  admit  of  that  degree  of  harmony  which 
has  prevailed;  but  there  is  a  limit  to  the  intel- 
lect of  man.  All  that  wisdom  and  patriotism 
could  do,  they  have  done;  but  imperfections 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  were 
to  be  developed  by  experience,  and  the  correc- 
tive applied  by  mutual  consent. 

It  18  admitted  by  aU,  that  the  States  and 
General  Grovernment  possess  concurrent  pow- 
ers ;  that  they  also  possess  powers  exclusive  of 
each  other ;  and  that  the  Federal  Constitution 
prescribes  limitations  upon  both.  In  this  com- 
plex system,  disorders  are  to  be  expected ;  some, 
of  an  incidental  nature,  not  easily  controlled ; 
others,  that  admit  a  remedy.  After  an  expe- 
rience of  thirty-two  years,  it  becomes  our  im- 
perious duty  to  begin  this  inquiry,  relative  to* 
the  conflicts  between  the  Federal  ludiciary  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  These  conflicts 
are  become  so  frequent  and  alarming,  that  tiie 
public  safety  demands  an  investigation,  that  it 
may  be  determined  where  the  error  lies.  Un- 
less we  point  out  the  real  difficulty,  and  ascer- 
tain the  just  claims  of  each  party,  we  shall  be 
overspread  with  Egyptian  darkness.  When  the 
parties  are  not  agreed  upon  the  line  which  di- 
vides their  powers,  the  question  is,  which  shall 
preponderate,  and  which  shall  concede?  The 
States  claim  authority  which  the  Federal  judi- 
ciary denies,  and  the  Federal  judiciary  exer- 
cises powers  which  the  States  do  not  acknowl- 
edge to  be  legitimate.  There  is  no  umpire  to 
decide  between  them ;  and  the  difficulty  is,  to 
determine  which  shaU  submit.  It  is  contended 
on  the  one  part,  that,  as  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  for  national  purposes,  its 
daims  to  the  highest  supremacy  must  De  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  States;  and  that  it  is  an 
essential  attribute  of  national  sovereignty,  that 
its  judiciary  shall  be  the  judge  of  its  own  pow- 
ers, and  shall  have  authority  to  overrule  every 
other  tribunal,  according  to  its  own  sovereign 
will  and  pleasure.  But  this  argument  cuts  like 
the  two-edged  sword,  and  furnishes  a  position 
ouite  as  strong  in  favor  of  the  States.  It  is  not 
denied,  that  all  power  not  delegated  to  Con- 


gress, nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  is  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people ; 
that  the  States  are  also  supreme  and  independ- 
ent within  the  orbit  of  their  powers.  If,  then, 
it  is  the  attribute  of  sovereignty  to  judge  of  its 
own  powers,  where  is  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  if  that  judgment  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Federal  judiciary  ?  The  argument  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  both  cases,  and  may  be  cdled 
an  argument  in  a  circle. 

It  is  contended  by  some  of  the  States,  Vir- 
ginia, for  instance,  tiiat  the  States  have  supe- 
rior claims  to  an  exclusive  decision  in  all  coses 
of  conflicting  power.  The  States  are  the  origi- 
nal fountain  of  power,  a  portion  of  which  they 
have  delegated  and  vested  in  a  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment, for  objects  common  to  all.  The  Gen- 
eral Govei-nment  is  the  creature  of  the  States, 
and  exists  by  their  permission.  Then,  as  it  is 
a  principle  universally  acknowledged,  in  reli- 
gion and  morality,  that  the  creator  is  superior 
to  the  created,  so  it  is  contended  that  the  States 
have  the  indubitable  right  of  exclusive  decision 
in  all  cases  of  conflict,  whether  they  respect  a 
violation  of  the  delegated  powers,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  that  authority  which  is  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.  To  say 
the  least  of  it,  there  is  much  plausibility  in  this 
argument.  But,  it  involves  a  difficulty  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  right  of  decision 
shall  be  exercised.  If  each  State  shall  decide 
separately,  confusion  would  probably  arise  from 
contradictory  decisions  on  the  same  point,  in 
different  States;  but  even  this  objection  may 
have  more  plausibility  than  substance.  Should 
the  States  attempt  to  exercise  any  of  the  spe- 
ciflo  powers  granted  exclusively  to  Congress,  or 
to  arrest  the  General  Government  in  the  exer- 
cise of  power  expressly  delegated,  the  conse- 
quence might  be  unfortunate ;  but^  in  review- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  States,  and  marking  the 
particular  points  of  contact,  it  does  not  appear, 
from  the  history  of  our  (xovemment,  that  the 
States  have,  in  any  one  case,  attempted  this, 
though  the  Federal  judiciary  has  assumed  a 
guardianship  over  the  States,  even  to  the  con- 
trolling of  their  peculiar  municipal  regulatioDs. 
If  the  States  have  the  right  of  decision,  there 
is  a  difficulty  in  giving  their  decision  an  effica- 
cious operation.  If  it  belongs  to  them  collec- 
tively, there  must  be  a  regular  method  of  ascer- 
taining and  promulgating  their  decisions. 

In  we  cases  of  collimon  between  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  General  Government,  much  was 
said  and  written  respecting  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  and  the  necessity  of  a  tribunal  that 
could  remedy  the  eviL  It  appears,  from  the 
decisions  of  her  State  courts,  the  periodical 
publications,  and  official  documents  of  that  day, 
that  Pennsylvania  recognized  and  claimed  an 
equality  of  right  with  the  General  Grovernment, 
to  decide  in  constitutional  cases  affecting  her 
sovereignty ;  that,  in  serious  collisions,  an  um- 
pire was  necessary ;  and  that  no  tribunal  was 
more  proper  than  tills  body.  This  doctrine  is 
universally  acknowledged  as  a  correct  maxim 
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betwixt  civilized  nations,  and  is  sometixnes  re- 
sorted to  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  disputes 
between  them.  Aasaming  the  Pennsylvania 
pontion,  and  the  condndon  is  irresistible,  that 
the  parties  being  eqaallj  sovereign  within  their 
circle  of  power,  it  is  a  flagrant  outrage  to  jus- 
tice^ a  violation  of  everv  principle  of  equity, 
for  one  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  exdosive  power 
of  judging  in  all  cases  of  disagreement. 

At  ^is  time  there  is,  unfortunately,  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Federal  Judiciary,  in  cases 
that  involve  political  power ;  and  this  distrust 
may  be  carried  to  other  cases,  such  as  the  law- 
yen  caU  meum  et  tuum.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
manj  eminent  statesmen  th&t  there  is  a  mani- 
fast  diaposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Jn- 
£ciary,  to  enlarge,  to  the  utmost  stretch  of 
ooDfltitntional  construction,  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  at  least  in  that  branch, 
and  by  consequence  to  abridge  the  jurisdiction 
of  State  tribunals.  I  do  not  assert  this  to  be 
the  &ct ;  but,  if  it  is  not,  we  should  adopt  some 
method,  if  practicable,  to  remove  these  iU- 
fimnded  suspicions.  The  desire  of  extending 
oar  own  power  is  a  universal  law  in  our  nature, 
to  which  the  just  and  the  umust,  the  wise  and 
the  foolish,  are  all  subject,  though  in  unequal 
degrees ;  and  I  do  not  design  in  any  way  to  im- 
pugn the  learned  members  of  the  bench,  when 
I  admit  the  possibility  of  the  same  propensity 
rwnaining  with  them.  It  has  found  its  way  to 
eIeTati<Hi  in  other  countries,  and  to  prevent  its 
influence  here,  some  rational  methoa  should  be 
devised  to  define  and  regulate  that  power.  Po- 
litical power,  properly  divided  into  co-ordinate 
branches,  and  judiciously  regulated,  produces 
bappj  results— but)  when  sovereign  and  irre- 
qM>asible,  it  canies  in  its  train  the  wreck  of 
boman  happiness— desolation  marks  its  bloody 
progress,  for  with  it  moral  and  physical  power 
are  always  blended.  The  blessings  of  a  good 
government  furnish  themes  of  rejoicing  and 
Miae ;  but  the  curses  of  a  bad  government 
niBg  sorrow  to  the  heart.  The  history  of  nsr 
turns  famishes  us  with  instructive  lessons,  while 
we  trace  the  hand  of  tyranny  in  Uie  &11  of  em- 
pires, bnt  the  love  of  power  is  a  principle  still 
m  (»eration,  and  no  premonitions  can  teach  us 
BodiBfation.  It  begins  with  childhood,  and 
does  not  cease  with  age.  It  is  the  belligerent 
pfindple  which  predominates  in  the  social  cir- 
de,  and  genders  strife  where  perfect  peace 
Mold  reign.  It  is  the  prolific  source  of  war 
vifth  independent  communities,  which  has 
nead  desolation  over  countries  and  stained 
4e  whole  world  with  blood.  Uncontrolled,  it 
ii  tDordinate  ambition ;  properly  regulated,  it 
ii  emulation.  If  we  did  not  know  this  to  be 
the  chamcter  of  man,  delineated  in  all  his  his- 
tory, we  might  indulge  the  hope  of  everlasting 
repose,  under  our  mild  institutions.  Happy 
VDold  be  our  lot,  if  every  department  should 
eoifine  itself  to  the  fSaithM  performance  of  its 
own  foDctions,  carefully  avoiding  all  interfer- 
s»ee  with  others,  or  even  the  exercise  of  doobt- 
fci  power ;  bat  the  Mstory  of  the  present  times 


ftimishes  us  with  memorable  examples  of  the 
reverse,  and  teaches  us  to  anticipate  no  such 
repose.  We  must  take  human  nature  as  it  is ; 
and  to  be  secure  from  danger,  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  against  the  encroa^ment  of  power  in 
one  department  upon  another,  and,  in  all,  upon 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

It  is  a  principle  interwoven  both  in  the  the* 
ory  and  practice  of  our  Government,  that  evenr 
department  which  exercises  political  power  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  people.  Here  lies  our 
safety  and  our  strength.  Bepresentation  and 
responsibility  must  go  hand  in  hand,  bone  of 
her  bone  and  flesh  of  her  flesh.  The  republics 
of  Greece  and  Rome  were  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  this  principle,  and  practised  it  to  a  very  lim- 
ited extent.  After  tiie  abolition  of  monarchy 
in  Athens,  the  Arehans  were  elected  annually 
by  the  people.  The  JSphari  of  Sparta  were 
elected  in  the  same  way,  and  the  Romans 
elected  their  IV&mnes;  but  all  those  were  a 
kind  of  executive  officers.  In  each  of  those 
Governments  the  people,  en  maue,  were  assem- 
bled to  decide  on  public  affairs,  and  each  State 
had  a  Senate  permanent  in  office  and  independ* 
ent  of  the  people.  In  modem  days  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation  has  been  but  very  im- 
perfectly understood  among  the  nations  of  En- 
rope,  except  in  England,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  in  the  reign 
of  Alfred,  and  has  been  perpetuated  in  some 
form  to  the  present  time.  But,  though  tlie  the- 
ory of  representation  and  responsibility  has 
been  taught  there,  the  practice  has  been  but 
imnerfectly  regarded.  It  has  been  so  limited 
ana  so  defective  in  its  operation,  that  its  bene- 
fits are  almost  entirely  lost,  and  the  forms  only 
preserved.  In  the  United  States  alone,  whose 
Government  presents  to  the  world  a  model  of 
excellence,  and  is  the  anchor  of  hope  to  man, 
the  theory  and  practice  are  united  in  every  d^ 
partment  of  the  Government  except  the  judi- 
ciary. This  exception  may  satisfy  the  mind 
that  it  was  never  designed  to  confide  political 
or  legislative  power  to  that  department,  espe- 
cially the  power  of  repealing  laws  enacted  by 
the  legislative  departments,  both  of  the  General 
Government  and  the  States.  The  execution  of 
the  laws  is  the  only  power  intended  to  be  con- 
fided to  the  court ;  and  this  will  furnish  ample 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  discretion.  If  the 
judges  were  content  to  confine  their  decisions 
to  cases  affecting  property  and  punishing  crimes 
according  to  the  law&  few  would  complain  of 
their  responsibility.  If  bad  laws  are  enacted, 
the  people  wiU  correct  the  evil ;  and  if  by  an 
incorrect  a^udication  or  misconstruction  of 
law,  individual  iiyury  should  be  sustained,  yet 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government 
would  not  be  endangered.  On  this  principle 
alone  can  this  kind  of  independence  of  the 
judges  be  tolerated  with  safety  in  a  free  Gov- 
ernment. The  members  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  our  Government  are  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  and  to  the  States-* 
which  responsibility  is  carefully  preserved  upon 
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the  principle  that  the  trustee  may  possiblj 
abuse  his  tmst ;  and,  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 
people  have  wisely  reserved  the  power  in  their 
own  hands.  When  Uie  sedition  law  was  enact- 
ed, this  law  was  applied.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Governors  of  States,  and  the 
members  of  their  Legislatures,  all  hold  their 
ofSces  for  limited  terms,  that  they  may  feel 
their  responsibiUl^  to  the  people,  from  whom 
their  power  is  derived,  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  exercised.  Why  are  they  not  all  elected  for 
life,  or  during  good  behavior?  The  reason  is 
obvious.  Because  they  exercise  political  pow- 
er, which  may  be  abused.  By  corruption  of 
motive,  or  by  the  indulgence  of  sentiments  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  they  may  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  them ;  and  their  amenability  to  their 
sovereigns,  the  people,  is  the  only  sure  safe- 
guard of  the  rights  of  man.  It  then  follows, 
inevitably,  that  the  judiciary  should  be  confined 
to  the  decision  upon  ^e  laws,  or  that  the 
judges  should  feel  the  same  responsibility ;  and, 
if  this  is  not  done,  some  tribunal  should  be  es- 
tablished, responsible  to  the  people,  to  correct 
their  aberrations. 

It  may  be  denied  by  some  that  the  judiciary 
exercises  legislative  or  judicial  powers.  If  a 
judge  can  repeal  a  law  of  Oongress,  by  declar- 
ing it  unconstitutional,  is  not  this  the  exercise 
of  i>olitical  power  ?  If  he  can  declare  the  laws 
of  a  State  unconstitutional  and  void,  and,  in 
one  moment,  subvert  the  deliberate  policy  of 
that  State  for  twenty-four  years,  as  in  Ken- 
tucky, affecting  its  whole  landed  property,  even 
to  the  mutilation  of  the  tenure  upon  which  it 
is  held,  and  on  which  every  paternal  inherit- 
ance is  founded ;  is  not  this  the  exercise  of  po- 
litical power  ?  All  this  they  have  done,  and  no 
earthly  power  can  investigate  or  revoke  their 
decisions.  If  this  is  not  the  exercise  of  politi- 
cal power,  I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  tihe 
definition  of  the  term,  as  contradistinguished 
from  judicial  power.  If  the  exercise  of  such 
tremendous  powers  be  legitimate,  their  acts, 
like  those  of  all  other  trustees  of  power,  should 
be  subject  to  the  sanction  or  revocation  of  the 
people ;  if  not  by  a  direct  responsibility,  yet  by 
an  appeal  to  a  tribunal  that  is  responsible.  If^ 
on  tlie  contrary,  this  exercise  of  power  is  an  act 
of  usurpation,  tne  case  is  yet  more  alarming; 
for  the  judges  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, and  bad  opinion  is  not  bad  l^havior, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  a  law,  and  above 
all  other  law.  A  judge  can  be  removed  by  im- 
peachment for  treason  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors;  and  in  case  of  impeach- 
ment by  the  other  House,  two-thirds  of  this 
body  must  concur  to  effect  his  removal.  The 
difficulty  of  removing  a  judge  in  this  way  is 
Buoh  that  it  will  seldom  be  attempted ;  and  ex- 
perience tells  us  it  will  more  rarely  succeed. 

The  passions  and  propensities  of  human  na- 
ture, with  all  their  imperfections,  are  alike  com- 
mon to  eveiT*  rank  and  condition ;  and  to  pre- 
vent their  ill  effects  in  a  little  number,  where 
any  particular  excitement  is  more  likely  to  be- 


come general  than  with  a  large  body,  responsi- 
bility is  necessary,  or  competency  in  some  other 
body  to  reverse  their  destinies.    Jndg(^  like 
other  men,  have  their  political  views.    One 
may  be  friendly  to  consolidation ;  another  may 
err  on  the  opposite  extreme,  and  a  third  may 
prefer  that  happy  mediocrity,  which  is  always 
safe,  and  generally  salutary.    When  these  are 
associated  upon  the  bench,  and  each  under  the 
infiuence  of  his  own  partiality,  there  will  inevi- 
tably be  as  different  conclusions  among  them 
where  State  sovereignty  is  involved,  or  the  ex- 
tent of  Federal  jurisdiction  is  called  in  question, 
as  if  they  were  members  of  a  legislative  body. 
Whv  then  should  they  be  considered  any  more 
infallible,  or  their  decisions  any  less  subject  to 
investigation  and  reversion  ?    Besides  the  dif- 
ferences arising  from  political  prepossossiona, 
the  various  structures  of  the  human  mind  will 
produce  a  variety  of  opinion.   One  may  take  an 
expansive  view  of  a  subject,  and  base  his  de- 
cision upon  truth  and  justice ;  another  may  be, 
what  is  sometimes  called  a  technical  judge ; 
and  though  of  equal  integrity,  may  conceive  it 
his  duty  to  Bdck  to  the  bark  of  the  case,  and 
confine  himself  in  all  decisions  to  the  forms  of 
judicial  proceedings.    This  difference  in  the  oiv 
ganization  of  the  mind  must  necessarily  result 
in  a  difference  of  conclusion.    Oourts,  idso,  like 
cities  and  villages,  or  like  legislative  bodies,  will 
sometimes  have  their  leaders ;  and  it  may  hap- 
pen, that  a  single  individual  will  be  the  prime 
cause  of  a  decision  to  overturn  the  deliberate 
act  of  a  whole  State,  or  of  the  United  States; 
yet  we  are  admonished  to  receive  their  opinions 
as  the  ancients  did  the  responses  of  the  Delphic 
oracle ;  or  the  Jews,  with  more  propriety,  the 
communications   from   Heaven,  dehvered  by 
Vrim  and  Th/ummvmy  to  the  High  Priest  of 
God^s  chosen  people  from  the  sanctum  wMUh 
rum.    Other  causes  of  difference  might  be  mul- 
tiplied to  a  tedious  extent ;  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  show  that  judges,  who,  like  other  men, 
are  subject  to  the  frailties,  the  passions,  the  par- 
tialities, and  antipathies  inddent  to  human  na- 
ture, should  not  be  exempted  from  responsibil- 
ity on   account   of   their    superior  integrity, 
learning,  and  capacity ;  or  that  theur  dedffl<as 
should  be  subject  to  revision  by  some  compe- 
tent tribunal,  responsible  to  the  people.    It  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  that  great 
and  good  man  who  penned  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  who  now  enjoys,  in  the 
shades  of  Monticello,  the  blesdngs  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  contfuns. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  judges  are  worse  than 
other  men.  I  am  proud  to  eay,  that  no  coun- 
try was  ever  blessed  with  more  talents  or  in- 
tegrity upon  the  bench  than  this ;  but  the  jndi- 
ci^  history  of  all  civilized  nations  confirms  the 
allegation,  that,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
judges  are  just  like  other  men.  The  theory  of 
our  judiciary  may  teach  us  that  "a  judge  is 
just,  a  chancellor  juster  still ;  "  but  experience 
teaches  us,  that  perfection  reddes  nowhere  in 
this  world,  no,  not  even  on  the  bench.    We 
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have  borrowed  from  Great  Britain  the  idea  of 
jodiclal  independence.  Previous  to  the  reign  of 
wOliain  and  Mary,  the  judges  were  tenants  at 
the  will  of  the  monarch.  The  King,  who  was 
"more  wise,  more  jast,  more  learned,  more 
every  thing,^'  was  considered  the  fountain  of  jus- 
tice, and  it  was  his  prerogative  to  administer  it 
to  the  people.  In  early  times,  he  dispensed  jus- 
tice in  his  own  person ;  but  this  being  too  la- 
borious, he  appointed  his  judges,  and  fixed  their 
eompensation.  The  tenure  of  their  office  and 
the  amount  of  their  salaries  were  alike  depend- 
ent upon  his  pleasure.  The  creature  was  re- 
sponsible to  hui  creator  both  for  existence  and 
support:  and  interest  and  necessity  conspired 
to  induce  obedience  to  his  wilL  The  judiciary 
thus  became  an  instrument  of  cruelty  in  his 
hands.  The  legislature,  the  army,  and  the 
court,  on  many  occasions,  were  alike  the  imple- 
ments of  royal  vengeance,  to  sustain  the  divine 
right  of  kings.  It  was  the  judgment  of  a  court 
tluit  doomed  the  inm[iortal  Socrates  to  drink  the 
hemlodc.  When  the  Roman  tyrant  could  no 
longer  use  a  hired  soldiery  to  immolate  the  vic- 
tims of  his  jealousy,  he  resorted  to  courts  of 
Hw.  When  Henry  VIII.,  of  England,  would 
exercise  a  cruel  despotism  under  the  forms  of 
1  free  constitution,  the  army,  the  court,  and  the 
Parliament,  were  the  potent  engines  that  sus- 
tained him.  When  Mary,  his  daughter,  com- 
peUed  the  Protestants  to  seal  their  testimony  at 
the  stake,  the  court  gave  sanction  to  the  mur- 
derous deeds.  Her  sister  and  successor,  Eliza- 
beth, created  the  court  of  high  commission,  and 
IbrmAlly  invested  it  with  inquisitorial  power. 
Qie  aLso  supported  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  the 
Star  Chamber.  The  Puritans,  because  obnox- 
ious to  the  free  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  were  imprisoned  ana  dispersed  by 
proeeas  of  law,  and  the  judges  were  the  sup- 
porters of  her  despotic  power.  When  she 
would  destroy  her  unfortunate  kinswoman,  the 
QDeeQ  of  Scots,  the  judges  were  instructed  to 
eoodemn  her,  and  by  their  sentence  she  came 
to  the  block.  This  horrid  deed  was  covered  by 
the  cloak  of  judicial  proceedings.  When  Charles 
L  determined  to  change  the  religion  of  Scot- 
land, be  made  use  of  the  court  of  high  commis- 
aon  to  effect  the  object.  By  the  same  judicial 
power,  the  advocates  for  the  doctrines  of  the 
leformAtion  have  so  often  been  divested  of  their 
re^oos  privileges,  and  doomed  to  seal  with 
their  blood  that  reiiffion  which  bore  tbem  tri- 
umphantlj  through  the  vale  of  deatiti. 

Those  fricts  are  not  exhibited  to  derogate 
from  the  character  of  the  judiciary,  but  to 
^w  that  no  truth  is  more  universally  estab- 
fidied  in  history;  that  no  proposition  can  be 
more  plainly  demonstrated  than  this,  that  judges 
nay  oppress  the  j^eople — that  power  cannot  be 
esfdy  confided  anywhere  without  the  guaran- 
tee of  responsibility. 

The  oocnrrences  to  which  we  have  adverted, 
transpired  previous  to  the  memorable  era  in  the 
British  annab  under  William  and  Mary,  when 
tbs  judges  were  conmusrioned  by  their  monarch 


to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  with 
salaries  fixed  by  law.  The  system  was  consum- 
mated in  the  reign  of  George  IIL,  by  provid- 
ing that  the  commission  of  the  judge  should  not 
be  vacated  upon  the  demise  or  the  king.  But, 
even  in  Great  Britain,  the  judges  are  less  inde- 
pendent than  here ;  for,  by  an  address  of  a  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  they  may 
be  removed;  here,  an  impeachment  for  mal- 
conduct  by  one  House,  sustained  by  two-thirds 
of  the  other,  is  the  only  thing  that  can  effect 
their  removal.  Nor  is  their  power  so  tran- 
scendent in  Great  Britain,  as  to  repeal  an  act  of 
Parliament  by  declaring  it  unconstitutional  and 
void.  We  have  improved  upon  their  system  of 
irresponsibility,  and  enlarged  their  powers, 
without  any  of  the  reasons  or  benefits  which 
exist  with  them.  Their  object  is  to  render  the 
judges  independent  of  the  monarch,  that  they 
may  protect  the  people  from  lawless  acts  of  his 
despotic  power.  In  this  country,  the  people 
are  the  King ;  and  the  only  object  of  rendering 
the  judges  independent  of  their  sovereign  au- 
thority, or  the  only  benefit  which  can  result 
from  it  that  I  can  conceive,  is  to  protect  the 
people  from  their  own  oppressors,  themselves. 
We  have  given  our  authority  to  the  judiciary 
to  control  us,  lest  we  shall  enslave  oursdves. 
We  transfer  the  power  to  them  because  we  fear 
the  consequence  of  holding  it  ourselves;  and 
surrender  our  liberties,  our  lives,  the  disposition 
of  our  property,  to  the  judiciary,  to  escape  the 
danger  of  oppressing  ourselves. 

Are  we  choosing  guardians  to  control  us,  and 
prevent  us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits 
of  lunacy  ?  A  maniac  may  surrender  his  rights 
for  the  preservation  of  his  person  from  the 
freaks  of  his  own  madness ;  but  the  American 
people  are  not  mad.  Experience  has  proven 
them  to  be  the  safe  depositories  of  their  own 
power.  They  have  wisely  reserved  it  to  them- 
selves, and  as  wisely  exercised  it^  except  in  this 
case;  and  it  is  believed  that  they  may  now 
safely  make  their  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  judi- 
ciary. Why  should  they  hold  the  controlling 
power  in  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? Vox  populiy  vox  Dei;  but  if  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God.  what 
must  the  superior  voice  of  a  judge  be  f  If^  un- 
der a  monarchical  Government,  an  independent 
judiciary  may  stay  the  hand  of  despotic  power, 
and  protect  the  innocent  from  punishment ;  in 
this  nation  we  have  no  monarch,  no  subjects. 
The  Government  and  the  people  are  one;  and 
we  ask  not  the  guardian  care  of  our  superiors 
to  bind  our  hands  so  that  we  cannot  wound 
ourselves. 

But  has  this  change  in  the  judicial  term,  from 
tenancy  at  will  to  that  of  life,  essentially 
changed  the  character  of  decisions  in  Great 
Britain?  History  records  the  mournful  fact 
that,  since  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the 
courts  of  Great  Britain  have  invariably  yielded 
obedience  to  the  monarch's  will,  in  criminal 
prosecutions.  The  banishment  and  aeath  of  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  friends  of  lib- 
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erty  will  confirm  the  declaration.  The  honored 
names  of  Mnir,  Gerald,  Margarot,  and  Emmet, 
with  many  others  that  time  cannot  bnry  in  ob- 
livion, mnst  remain  the  monnment  of  this  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  judiciary,  which  we  are 
80  prond  to  imitate.  In  controversies  betwixt 
individuals,  the  effects  of  the  change  may  have 
been  salutary ;  but  he  who  has  depended  npon 
the  jndiciarv  to  protect  him  from  royal  male- 
diction, has  leanea  npon  a  broken  reed. 

The  natnre  and  the  object  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary are  subjects  worthy  of  investigation. 
The  salary  of  the  judge  may  be  increased,  but 
cannot  be  diminished ;  and  his  term  of  office  is 
perpetual.  He  may  receive  a  reward  for  pleas- 
ing the  Legislature,  but  he  can  suffer  no  re- 
moval or  aoatement  of  compensation  for  dis- 
pleasing them.  Is  this  independence  designed 
to  give  the  court  power  to  arrest  the  Executive 
in  a  career  of  usurpation  ?  Certainly  not ;  for 
the  people  have  reserved  this  power  to  them- 
selves. Nor  is  it  to  prescribe  bounds  to  the 
legislative  will ;  for  every  legislator  is  held  re- 

rnsible  to  his  constituents.  Both  the  Presi- 
it  and  the  members  of  Congress  are  depend- 
ent on  the  wiU  of  the  people ;  and  the  people 
Lave  made  them  feel  their  power,  when  the 
judiciary  were  giving  sanction  to  unconstitu- 
tional measures.  It  was  never  intended  by  this 
irresponsibility  to  give  the  Federal  courts  pow- 
er to  limit  the  prerogatives  of  State  Legisla- 
tures, because  they  are  subject  to  the  same  sov- 
ereign will  of  the  people,  who  could  not  have 
designed  to  clothe  a  small  number  of  select 
judges,  however  honest  or  enlightened,  with  the 
power  to  control  that  sovereignty  which  it  was 
their  pleasure  to  vest  in  their  State  authorities, 
where  they  could  have  the  means  of  regulating 
it  at  their  own  pleasure,  without  danger  of  an- 
archy or  despotism.  Such  control,  vested  in  an 
independent  magistracy,  would  be  entirely  hos- 
tile to  every  principle  of  self-government ;  and 
the  people  do  not  fear  themselves.  All  power 
rests  in  them,  and  they  are  responsible  to  no 
earthly  tribunal  for  its  exercise.  They  never 
intended  to  transfer  it  to  those  who  might  abuse 
it  with  impunity.  They  deem  it  safer  where 
nature  and  nature's  God  have  placed  it — ^in 
themselves ;  and  they  cannot  recognize  a  prin- 
ciple so  obnoxious  to  free  men,  as  that  which 
gives  it  to  others  because  they  themselves  are 
unworthy  to  hold  it 

The  resl  object  of  an  independent  judiciary, 
in  this  country,  must  have  been  to  imbody  the 
best  experience  in  legal  knowledge  and  pro- 
duce uniformity  of  decision  in  legal  questions 
relative  to  property  and  crimes.  The  science 
of  politics  is  still  in  its  infancy ;  and  its  perfec- 
tion depends  on  principles  which  the  progress 
of  republican  government  must  yet  develop; 
but  the  science  of  jurisprudence  is  more  estab- 
lished, and  composed  of  principles  which  never 
change.  The  one  is  mutable,  the  other  immu- 
table. There  is,  therefore,  not  so  great  necessi- 
ty for  the  same  kind  of  responsibility  in  the 
judiciary,  if  their  powers  are  confined  to  the 


proper  object  of  their  office — that  of  defining 
questions  of  law;  but  when  they  transcend 
tnose  limits,  and  bring  to  their  bar  every  other 
department,  both  of  the  Federal  (jovemment 
and  the  States,  it  becomes  necessary  to  or- 
dain some  tribunal  that  may  guard  against  an 
abuse  of  their  power.  They  assume  the  right 
of  deciding  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
laws  of  the  Union  and  of  the  States,  and  of  set- 
ting them  aside  at  pleasure.  Some  of  the 
learned  in  law  have  acquiesced  in  this  assump- 
tion of  power ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple cannot  approve  it.  If  the  constitution  had 
provided  that  the  judges  should  form  a  council 
of  revision  to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality 
of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  even  of  the  seve- 
ral States ;  and  that  no  law  should  be  binding 
without  their  sanction  to  its  constitutionality, 
and  that  these  judges  should  hold  their  office 
during  good  behavior,  without  an  authority  in 
the  people  to  remove  them  or  revise  their  de- 
cisions, I  venture  the  assertion,  that  the  consti- 
tution would  have  been  rejected  by  every  State 
in  the  Union.  If  they  can  declare  a  bad  law 
unconstitutional,  they  may  also  declare  a  good 
law  void  upon  the  same  principle.  If  the  Legis- 
lature shall  pass  a  bad  law,  or  refuse  to  pass  a 
good  law,  the  people  will  elect  others  in  their 
place  to  remedy  the  evil ;  but  the  judges  are 
not  accountable  to  the  people  for  their  opin- 
ions. A  legislative  body  may  be  changed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  people ;  but,  over  the  court,  the 
people  hold  no  right  of  change,  no  power  of 
coercion.  From  what  source  is  the  power 
which  they  exercise,  derived  ?  From  the  con- 
stitution? No;  that  is  as  silent  as  death  upon 
the  subject ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  one  man 
of  a  thousand  in  the  nation  would  vote  so  to 
amend  the  constitution  as  to  confer  this  power. 
Is  it  in  the  theory  of  our  Government?  No; 
it  is  in  direct  hostility  to  the  tiieory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  of  each  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  laws  or  con- 
stitution of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. The  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  the  members  of  the  several  State 
Legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  offi- 
cers, both  of  the  United  States  and  the  State, 
shall  be  bound  by  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  Judges,  in  common  with 
other  officers,  bein^  bound  by  oath,  a  duty  is 
said  to  be  created  m  them  to  decide  upon  the 
constitutionality  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  State 
laws,  and  State  constitutions;  and  when,  in 
their  opinion,  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, to  declare  them  null  and  void.  Would 
it  not  be  equally  the  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
clare the  opinion  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  null 
and  void,  in  every  case  where  a  m«\jonty  of 
Congress  might  deem  it  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution?   ]«or  instance :  the  Legislature,  after 
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Ml  discuasioQ  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure,  shall  pass  a  law  involving  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  country  in  peace  or  in  war.  The 
eourt  shall  express  a  different  opinion;  and, 
upon  every  qnestion  arising  under  it,  act  in  con- 
formity to  their  own  opinion,  that  the  law  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Forty-eight  Sena- 
tors,  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Representa- 
tivea,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  all 
sworn  to  maintain  the  constitution,  have  con- 
curred in  the  sentiment  that  the  measure  la 
strictly  conformable  to  it.  Seven  Judges,  irre- 
sponsible to  any  earthly  tribunal  for  their  de- 
cisions, revise  the  measure,  declare  it  unconsti- 
tutional, and  effectually  destroy  its  operation. 
Whose  opinion  shall  prevail?  that  of  the  legis- 
lators and  President,  or  that  of  the  court  ?  The 
court  must  admit  that  wise  and  good  men  may 
eonscientiously  differ  in  opinion  upon  such  a 
dedfflon,  or  their  own  reversion  will  fix  upon 
every  other  department  of  the  Government  the 
conviction  of  peijury ;  and,  if  any  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  may  exist,  I  would  ask,  which 
has  the  right  to  overrule  the  other?  If  Con- 
gress were  as  scrupulously  tenacious  of  tiieir 
own  powers,  they  would  decree,  and  would 
deem  it  their  solemn  duty  to  decree,  that  such 
a  decision  of  the  court  is  unconstitutional  and 
void.  In  that  case,  who  must  yield  ?  and  where 
would  the  confusion  end?  But  the  principal 
danger  arises  from  a  collision  of  the  Federal 
Judiciary  with  the  State  sovereignties.  The 
judges  have  exercised  some  caution  in  relation 
to  the  acts  of  Congress.  They  have  generally 
acted  upon  the  laws  as  they  received  them,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  members  to  account  to  their  con- 
stituents for  their  measures.  Nor  have  they 
bad  any  temptations  to  do  otherwise.  The  sup- 
port of  Federal  authority  must,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  situation,  be  a  point  for  tiiem  to 
maintain  rather  than  abandon.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  even  decided  that  Congress  is  sole 
judge  of  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  specific  powers  delegated  by  the  con- 
stitution. Had  the  same  delicacy  been  observed 
by  that  tribunal  when  State  laws  have  been  the 
subject  of  construction,  it  is  probable  the  exam- 
ination of  judici^  encroacnment  upon  their 
sovereignties  might  never  have  been  com- 
menced. But  a  comparison  of  the  cases  will 
8faaw  a  disposition  widely  different  in  the  revi- 
sal  of  State  law^  which  proves  the  strong  bias 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary  in  support  of  federal 
power.  A  bias  equally  strong  may  probably 
exbt  on  the  other  side  in  the  State  tribunals ; 
and  in  case  of  disagreement,  which  tribunal 
shall  prevail  ?  So  far  as  my  observation  ex- 
tends, the  superior  courts  of  the  States  would 
not  be  disgraced  by  a  comparison  with  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  in  capacity, 
mtegrity,  and  legal  acquirements.  It,  there- 
fore, appears  to  me  that  justice  requires  an  in- 
termediate tribunal  to  decide  between  them.  I 
know  of  no  clause  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
that  gives  the  power  to  the  Judiciary  of  de- 
claring the  laws  and  constitution  of  a  State  re- 


gugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tales,  and,  therefore,  null  and  void.  No  ex- 
press grant,  nor  fair  construction,  contains  it; 
and,  I  presume,  every  gentleman,  in  and  out  of 
Congr^  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  States 
never  designed  so  to  impair  their  sovereignty  as 
to  delegate  this  power  to  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
But  they  have  assumed  it,  and,  to  counteract 
the  evils  which  must  result  from  this  assump- 
tion, a  responsible  tribunal  of  appeal  should  be 
provided. 

The  short  though  splendid  history  of  this 
Government,  ftirnishes  nothing  that  can  induce 
us  to  look  with  a  very  favorable  eye  to  the 
Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  depository  of  our 
liberties.  When  a  law  was  enacted  in  violation 
of  a  vital  principle  of  the  constitution,  that 
which  was  designed  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  the  victims  of  its  oper- 
ation looked  in  vain  to  the  judges  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  usurpation.  If  this  power  could 
ever  be  exercised  to  any  good  purpose,  it  would 
be,  on  such  occasions,  to  declare  the  law  uncon- 
stitutional which  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  tiie 
vital  principles  of  fireedom ;  but,  so  far  as  the 
transactions  of  that  day  are  detailed  in  our  pub- 
lic records,  it  appears  that  the  judiciary  was  a 
willing  instrument  of  Federal  usurpation.  That 
law  was  executed  in  all  the  rigor  of  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it.  The  turbulence  of  faction 
found  no  moderation  there;  and  the  people 
found  relief  only  in  their  own  power.  The 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise  removed  the 
evil,  and  this  is  their  only  safe  dependence. 

The  Union  is  the  idol  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. It  is  regarded  by  all  as  the  bulwark  of 
safety ;  sacred  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant ;  and 
their  indignant  frowns  would  drive  into  obscu- 
rity the  man  who  would  attempt  to  weaken 
the  bond.  In  adverting  to  particular  instances 
in  which  the  State  authorities  have  been  set  at 
defiances  the  case  of  New  Hampshire  shall  first 
be  uotea. 

In  1759,  the  King  of  England  granted  to 
Dartmouth  College  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
without  limitation  of  time.  Education  was  the 
object ;  and  New  Hampshire  was  then  a  Brit- 
ish colony.  After  the  Revolution,  when  New 
Hampshire  had  become  an  independent  State, 
the  Legislature,  by  a  donation  of  land  to  tiiis 
college,  recognized  it  as  a  corporate  body. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  Legislature  modified  the  charter,  without 
the  consent  of  the  corporation,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  State  sustained  the  act  of 
the  Legislature.  The  cause  was  then  taken 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  act  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
was  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  on 
the  ground  that  the  charter  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land to  the  trustees  was  a  contract  within  the 
meaning  of  that  clause  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution which  provides  tiiat  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  and 
that  the  modification  of  the  charter  was  a  vio- 
lation of  this  clause.     By  this  decision  the 
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principal  literarj  institntion  in  New  Hampshire 
IB  placed  beyond  the  oontrol  of  the  Legislatore 
of  that  State ;  and  an  act  of  the  British  Xing 
cannot  be  changed  by  the  State  that  has  be- 
come independent  of  the  edicts  of  that  monarch. 
I  will  here  leave  the  free  sons  of  the  North  to 
vindicate  their  own  condnot  in  pretending  to 
be  60  Independent  as  to  presume  to  touch  the 
consecrated  act  of  their  former  sovereign ;  and 
proceed  to  the  great  and  enterprising  State  of 
New  York. 

It  is  certainly  correct  in  the  judiciary  to  show 
no  respect  to  particular  States,  in  the  exercise 
of  this  high  prerogative  of  controlling  their 
destinies ;  and  in  the  case  which  I  am  about  to 
notice,  we  have  a  striking  instance  of  their  im- 
partiality. I  allude  to  that  in  which  the  Su- 
preme Oourt  set  aside  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
btate  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  it  vio- 
lated contracts.  The  court  admitted  the  right 
of  a  State  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  and  that  such 
a  law  could  not  be  controlled  but  by  an  act  of 
Congress  contravening  its  execution ;  but  that 
it  must  contain  no  provision  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  a  contract  The  court  then  delivers 
this  opinion,  which  must  be  an  omnipotent  and 
immutable  decree ;  that  any  such  act  of  a  State, 
which  will  release  from  tlie  contract  the  future 
acquisitions  of  a  bankrupt,  is  a  violation  of  the 
obhgation  of  a  contract,  and  therefore  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that)  as  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York  contains  such  a  provision, 
it  is  unconstitutional  and  void.  By  this  deci- 
cision,  it  appears  the  State  has  a  constitutional 
right  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  provided  the  State 
shall  never  exercise  that  power ;  but,  if  the 
power  is  exercised,  the  right  is  forfeited  and 
the  law  is  void ;  for  the  very  essence  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  is,  that  the  banlmipt,  on  making  a 
faithful  surrender  of  his  property,  shall  be  re- 
leased forever,  both  in  person  and  in  his  future 
gains.  To  make  this  decision  the  more  impos- 
Uig,  the  court  have  also  settled  this  point ;  that 
it  is  immaterial  whether  tJie  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  executed  before  or  subsequent  to  tiie 
passage  of  such  law — ^whether  prospective  or 
retrospective;  in  either  case,  the  provision  is 
uiconstitutional  and  void* 

I  will  now  come  to  the  smaller  State  of  New 
Jersey,  though  not  the  less  entitled  to  high 
consideration  and  respect  If  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  national  welfare  in  peace  and  in  war — 
if  generous  sacrifices  to  the  cause  of  mdepend- 
ence  constitute  a  claim  of  merit:  no  State  in  the 
Union  is  entitled  to  higher  marks  of  honor  than 
New  Jersey.  But  let  us  notice  the  admonition 
which  the  Federal  Judiciary  has  given  this 
State^  to  retrace  the  steps  which  she  has  ven- 
tured to  take  before  consulting  them.  In  1769, 
while  a  British  colony^  this  State  granted  cer- 
tain lauds  to  the  Delaware  Indians,  to  hold  in 
perpetuity,  without  being  subject  to  taxation, 
but  with  an  injunction  that  these  lands  should 
never  be  sold  or  leased  by  the  Indians.  In 
1801,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  passed  an 
act  authorizing  these  lands  to  be  sold,  but  with- 


out a  clause  expressly  repealing  that  part  of  the 
act  of  1759,  which  exempted  them  from  tax- 
ation. In  1804,  that  clause  was  repealed,  and 
the  lands  afterwards  taxed  in  common  with 
other  property  in  that  State.  The  proprietors 
refused  to  pay  the  tax,  and  suit  was  brought 
against  them,  in  which  both  the  inferior  and 
superior  courts  of  the  State  decided  in  favor  of 
the  legality  of  the  tax.  The  case  was  then 
carried  into  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  there  it  was  decreed,  in  opposition 
to  both  the  legislative  and  iudicial  authority  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  the  law  was  iu 
violation  of  a  contract  implied  in  the  original 
grant  to  those  Indians,  therefore  unconstitutional 
and  void,  and  those  lands  forever  free  from  tax- 
ation. Now,  sir,  what  can  be  more  dangeroos 
to  the  existence  of  liberty,  than  power  lodged 
in  a  body,  in  no  way  amenable  to  the  State  for 
its  exercise,  which  may  set  at  defiance  the 
whole  constituted  authority  of  that  State,  and 
even  subvert  her  system  of  taxation  upon  her 
own  domains?  Was  it  for  this  that  Jersey 
bled  at  every  pore  to  resist  the  authority  of 
taxation  without  representation — ^thatshe  raight 
submit  to  the  same  deprivation  at  home  with- 
out the  power  of  repairing  an  ii\jury  or  of  ar- 
resting its  progress  ?  And  such  is  indeed  her 
forlorn  condition,  and  that  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  if  the  Federal  Judiciary  may  pro- 
hibit them  from  taxing  one  part  of  their  do- 
mun,  and  thus  impose  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  doubling  the  burden  upon  other  parts  to 
make  good  her  revenue.  Such  power,  vested 
in  an  independent,  irresponsible  tribunal,  may 
eventually  swallow  up  the  States,  and  leave 
their  governments  but  a  shadow,  unless  some 
other  tribunal  shall  be  established,  amenable  to 
the  States  or  to  the  people,  with  power  to  over- 
rule their  decisions  when  erroneous. 

The  next  in  order  that  presents  itself  \b  tiie 
respectable  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  whom 
the  idea  originated,  of  constituting  this  body  a 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  controversies,  when 
that  serious  oonfiict  existed  between  the  two 
Governments,  in  what  is  commonly  called  the 
Olmstead  case.  Her  conduct  was  firm,  but 
temperate.  Congress  must  not  mistake  the 
motive  that  dictated  the  course  which  she  took. 
She  yielded,  not  because  she  was  convinced,  or 
alarmed ;  but  because  she  was  unwilling  to  use 
the  militia  which  was  ordered  out,  to  ^ed  the 
blood  of  her  own  children,  It  was  the  love  of 
order.  Pennsylvania  is  like  the  rock  in  the 
midst  of  the  tempest — she  is  not  to  be  shaken — 
she  is  slow  in  her  anger,  but  mighty  in  her 
wrath — ^her  blood  runs  slowly,  unless  aroused 
by  a  sense  of  injury,  or  by  a  serious  attack  upon 
the  first  principles  of  self-government  If  such 
a  state  of  things  should  ever  exist ;  if  Pennsyl- 
vania were  assailed  by  foreign  aggressions,  or 
domestic  usurpations,  you  would  find  her  like 
the  angry  lion ;  and  it  would  be  as  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  move  her  from  her  ground  by  force, 
as  was  the  conmiand  of  great  Canute,  the 
Danish  monarch  of  England,  to  compel  the 
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waves  of  the  ocean  to  stand  still,  and  not  en- 
croach npon  his  nugesty. 

Let  ns  next  come  to  Maryland,  and  notice 
the  cam  of  McGolloch.    In  relation  to  this 
case,  I  shall  he  happy  to  hear,  in  what  way  this 
Skate  shall  be  justified  by  her  distingnished 
lepresentatiye,  who  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
viewing  distinctly  the  yarious  grounds  taken  by 
the  Federal  Judiciary  in  the  construction  of  its 
own  ooDstitational  powers.    It  is  tiie  case  of 
the  United  States  lEftnk,  before  alluded  to ;  a 
case  in  which  I  deem  it  my  privilege  and  my 
doty  to  dissent  fi:om  the  court  in  some  of  its 
positions.    I  will  here  observe,  that  I  have  no 
personal  complaint  against  that  institution,  nor 
any  motive  whatever  to  speak  harshly  of  it. 
80  far  as  I  have  had  any  dealings  with  it,  the 
conduct  of  that  bank  has  been  marked  with  an 
honorable  liberality ;  and  my  acquaintance  with 
its  president  enables  me  to  say  with  confidence, 
that  for  correctness,  integrity,  and  capacity,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  rank  which  he  occupies  among 
oar  most  distinguished  dtizens.    But  it  is  the 
principle  of  judicial  decision  that  I  would  refer 
to.    The  court  has  determined  that  this  bank 
has  the  right  to  locate  a  branch  in  a  State  with- 
ottt  the  consent  of  that  State ;  that  the  charter 
of  an  incorporation  does  not  involve  a  distinct 
sovereign  power,  but  is  the  instrument  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  power  which  originates  it ; 
that  Congress  might  adopt  such  means  as  they 
diall  judge  proper  to  carry  their  power  into 
^fect,  and  that  the  qaestion,  what  means  are 
most  suitable,  whether  a  bank  or  other  means, 
is  not  a  subject  of  judicial,  but  political  inves- 
tigation:  Uiat  when,  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power.  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  lo- 
cate a  bank,  or  to  authorize  the  location  of  any 
of  its  branches  in  a  State,  such  State  has  not 
the  power  to  impose  a  tax  on  such  bank  or 
branch,  as  shall  be  located  within  its  juris- 
diction ;  with  this  reservation,  that  the  princi- 
tdoes  not  extend  to  the  real  estate  of  such 
k,  nor  to  the  proprietary  right  of  the  citi- 
X6D8  of  that  State.    This  decision,  though  plan- 
flOiJe  at  first  view,  will  be  found  highly  excep- 
taooaUe  upon  closer  investigation.    The  right 
of  taxation  is  aoknowlec^^  to  be  concurrent 
with  the  States  and  the  United  States,  except 
where  constitutional  restrictions  are  imposea ; 
and  no  one  pretends  to  say  that  the  constitution 
gives  any  exclusive  privilege  to  tax  banks,  or 
ectttains  any  prohibition  upon  that  power.    If 
the   establishment  of  a  bank  by  the  United 
States  is  a  means  of  exercising  sovereignty,  the 
establishing  of  a  bank  by  a  State  is  equally  so ; 
and  if  a  tax,  levied  by  a  State  upon  a  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  is  a  violation  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  (General  Government,  a  tax 
levied  by  the  United  States  upon  a  State  bank 
is  a  violation  of  the  State  sovereignty.    But, 
during  the  late  war,  the  General  Government 
did  impose  a  tax  upon  State  banks,  and  the  act 
was  sustained ;  now,  when  a  State  levies  a  tax 
apon  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  with- 
ia  the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction,  the  law  is  de- 


clared to  be  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  an 
encroachment  of  sovereignty.  The  plain  doc- 
trine involved  in  this  decision  is,  that  the  States 
are  bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  United  States  are  not 
bound  to  respect  the  sovereign^  of  the  States. 
The  powers  of  the  Generiu  Government  are 
omnipotent,  but  the  powers  of  the  States  are 
whatever  the  court  may  pleas  to  prescribe. 
Such  is  the  practical  effect  of  this  decision.  The 
Greneral  Government  may  tax  a  State  bank,  but 
a  State  may  not  tax  a  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  within  its  jurisdiction;  because 
the  General  Government  is  sovereign,  and  the 
State  governments  are  subordinate. 

Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  involved  in  the  same 
predicament  with  Maryland.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment laid  a  tax  upon  the  State  banks  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  tax  was  paid.  Kentucky,  in 
turn,  laid,  not  an  extravagant,  but  a  moderate, 
a  reasonable  tax  upon  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  that  State,  and  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  the  State  decided  that  it  was  con- 
stitutional. The  decision  was  able,  and  the  ar- 
guments on  which  it  was  founded  were  conclu- 
sive ;  but  they  considered  it  wise  to  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  suffer,  for  the  soke  of  har- 
mony, this  violation  of  their  right,  till  they  may 
be  practically  restored  by  constitutional  inter- 
position. It  may  have  been  impolitic  to  have 
imposed  this  tax ;  but  the  right  cannot  be  relin- 
quished while  the  reciprocal  right  exists  on  the 
other  side ;  and  unless  some  remedy  is  provided 
to  counteract  the  mischief  that  must  arise,  no 
one  can  predict  where  it  will  end. 

In  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  am  not  so 
ready  to  say  that  her  proceeding  was  correct 
It  was  at  the  instance  of  many  of  her  distin- 
guished citizens,  that  the  bank  located  branches 
there ;  and  the  object  of  the  tax  was  evidently 
to  drive  them  back,  or  destroy  them.  I  contend 
for  the  right  of  taxation,  (not  of  imposing  penal- 
ties,) a  right  which  belongs  to  the  essence  of 
sovereignty,  whether  the  stock  belongs  to  citi- 
zens, to  foreigners,  or  to  the  United  States ;  and 
the  character  of  the  proprietors  cannot  impair 
the  right.  But,  if  Ohio  was  wrong,  yet  the 
proceedings  in  relation  to  her  were  an  unwar- 
ranted breach  of  her  sovereignty,  and  a  violar 
tion  of  her  rights  as  a  State.  She  was  prose- 
cuted, and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
MarshaL  She  was  imprisoned  and  bound  in 
chains  by  the  Federal  Judiciary.  Her  treasurer 
was  taken  by  a  process  from  the  United  States 
Court ;  the  keys  of  the  treasury  taken  from 
him;  the  doors  of  the  strong-box  opened,  and 
the  money  taken  from  the  ccSfers.  But  the  at- 
titude which  she  assumed  under  these  proceed- 
ings, was  such  as  to  sustain  her  native  dignity 
of  cnaracter,  while  she  submitted  to  the  con- 
stituted authority  of  the  Union. 

These  are  some  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
laws  of  the  States  have  been  declared  uncon- 
stitutional, and  the  sovereignties  that  ordained 
them  prostrated  by  the  Federal  Judiciary ;  and 
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we  owe  it  more  to  the  patriotic  forbearance  of 
the  States,  that  intestine  commotions  have  not 
been  the  result,  than  to  a  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  those  States  that  tiiese  proceedings 
were  sanctioned  hj  justice  or  by  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  A  remedy  is  necessary — a 
tribunal,  responsible  to  all  the  States,  should 
be  constituted  with  appellate  jurisdiction,  and 
in  its  decisions  all  will  acquiesce. 

In  the  case  of  Cohen  vs.  Virginia,  the  conduct 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has  also  been  a  subject  of 
much  animadversion  and  dissatisfaction.  The 
most  exceptionable  part  is  the  construction  of 
their  own  power,  which  gives  them  jurisdiction 
in  the  case.  The  constitution  provides,  that,  in 
all  cases  in  which  a  State  is  a  party,  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction; 
nothing  is  said  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases ;  but  here,  when  the  State  was  a  party, 
the  Supreme  Court  exercised,  not  original  but 
appellate  jurisdiction.  It  would  seem,  by  this 
clause  of  the  constitution,  that  it  was  never  de- 
signed that  a  State  should  be  brought  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by 
writ  of  error,  especially  when  she  had  been  a 
party  to  the  same  case  in  her  own  courts ;  no, 
not  even  with  citizens  of  other  States  or  for- 
eigners. The  11th  amendment  to  t^e  constitu- 
tion provides,  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced 
or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States 
by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  a  foreign  State.  This  amendment 
was  inti*oduced  in  consequence  of  suits  brought 
against  Massachusetts  and  Georgia,  soon  atter 
the  formation  of  the  General  Government.  Tet 
the  Supreme  Court  assume  not  only  original 
but  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Cohen, 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
provides  that  tt^e  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  The  argument  runs  thus : 
that,  although  they  could  not  exercise  appellate 
jurisdiction  where  a  State  is  a  party,  provided 
the  controversy  arose  under  any  other  law,  yet, 
when  the  controversy  arises  under  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
they  may  assume  appellate  jurisdiction.  The 
plain  meaning  is,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  confined  to  cases  arising 
under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions imposed  in  the  other  clause,  confining 
the  court  to  the  exercise  of  original  jurisdiction 
over  States,  and  in  the  amendment  relating  to 
the  suability  of  States ;  that  is,  in  all  cases  thus 
arising  they  may  exercise  jurisdiction,  but  when 
a  State  is  a  party  their  jurisdiction  must  be 
original ;  and  if  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  or  of  a  foreign  State, 
they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  is  the  construction  which 
ought  to  be  given  it ;  but  the  court  has  given  a 
latitude  of  construction  which  absolutely  en- 


larges their  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  embrace  States 
and  every  thing  else,  when  the  controversy 
arises  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  exercising  of  a 
guardian  power  over  the  States,  even  to  the  re- 
vision and  repealing  of  their  laws ;  and  to  con- 
troversies arising  under  State  constitutions  and 
laws,  even  affecting  their  criminal  code;  for 
the  case  of  Cohen  was  of  tMs  last  description, 
and  the  jurisdiction  was  also  appellate.  But  I 
shall  no  longer  dwell  upon  a  case  that  has 
itself  been  the  subject  of  a  volume. 


TuBSDAT,  January  15. 

Ethak  Allen  Bbown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
place  of  'William  A.  Trimble,  deceased,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  January  24. 

CiESAB  A.  Rodney,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  attended,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Suppression  of  Piracy. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Retolvedj  That  Ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  building  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  ftloops  of  war,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  in  the  Golf  <^  Mexico ; 
and  into  the  propriety  of  employing  one  or  more  of 
the  fifigates  or  ships  of  war  of  ^  United  States  for 
the  same  pnrpose. 

Mr.  Pleasants  thought  the  designation  of 
sloops  of  war  would  confine  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry  within  too  narrow  limits,  particularly 
as  he  presumed  a  smaller  class  of  vessels  would 
be  more  suitable  for  the  object  in  view.  He 
should  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
building  an  additional  number  of  smaU  ve^els 
of  war,  without  designating  the  size.  Mr.  P. 
had  an  objection,  also,  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  which  directs  that  a  part  of  the  nar 
val  force  be  employed  in  a  particular  service ; 
because  it  would  be  interfering  with  the  proper 
action  of  the  Executive  authority,  whose  prov- 
ince it  is  to  direct  in  what  manner  the  naval 
force  shall  be  employed.  Mr.  P.  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  conformably  to  the  ideas 
he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  D^Wolf  observed,  that  five  or  six  addi- 
tional small  vessels  were  certainly  very  much 
wanted  to  protect  the  conunerce  of  the  nation 
on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  elsewhere  among  the 
islands;  but,  as  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  navy  by  building  additional  vessels  might 
be  doubted,  and  as  a  sufficient  number  of  suit- 
able vessels  might  at  present  very  probably  be 
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parchased,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  chang- 
fug  the  inquiry  into  one  for  providing  by  pur- 
chase an  additional  number  of  small  vesselsl 

Mr.  Ons  suggested  the  propriety  of  simpli- 
fying the  resolution  into  an  inquiry  of  providing 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  an  additional  number 
of  smfdl  vessels  "for  the  better  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  An  ex- 
pression of  die  object  in  terms  so  general  as 
this,  he  thought  would  not  trench  on  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  JoHiTBON,  for  the  purpose  of  acconuno- 
dating  the  views  of  the  different  gentlemen, 
while  it  would  answer  the  object  he  had  in 
view,  modified  his  motion  to  read  as  follows : 

Betaived,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfBun  be 
iDStnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ipg  by  law  for  the  bnilding  or  pnrchase  of  an  addi- 
lianal  immber  of  small  veeseU  of  war,  for  the  pn>- 
teetum  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  form  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  28. 

Allowance  of  DrauibackB, 

Ifr.  D'WoLF  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Saaivedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manofaetores  be  instmcted  to  report  a  bill  for  allow- 
ing drawbacks  on  merchandise  exported,  which  shaU 
be  manufactured  from  foreign  materials,  to  amount 
of  ibe  duties  on  soch  materials. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  a  speech  of  considerable 
'length,  explanatory  <^  his  views  in  offering  the 
resolution;  embracing  a  variety  of  practical 
statements  of  the  course  of  trade,  to  show  the 
advantage  which  would  accrue  to  the  revenue 
by  extending  the  benefit  of  drawbacks,  inas- 
much as  it  would  encourage  internal  industry 
and  exportation;  urging  the  expediency  of 
adoptiiig  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the  existing  inequality  in  the  amount 
of  imports  and  exports,  as  detrimental  to  the 
pnblic  interest  as  it  always  is  to  the  interest 
oi  a  private  individual  to  buy  more  than  he 
sdQsi  &C. 

Virginia  Land  Warrants, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  BuGOLES,  on  Saturday,  requesting  of  the 
Preradent  of  the  United  States  certain  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  lands  granted  and  located 
by  patents  to  the  Revolutionary  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  the  reservations 
in  the  8tates  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 

Mr.  RuGOLES  offered  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
plaiiati<xi  of  the  object  of  this  resolution.  He 
8ud  it  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year 
1784,  the  State  of  Virginia  ceded  all  her  vacant 
and  nnappropriated  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
Biver,  to  the  United  States.  Attached  to  this 
cession  were  certain  conditions,  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  land  on 
tiie  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters 
of  Camberlsnd  River,  and  between  the  Green 
flod  Tennessee  Rivera^  should  prove  insufficient 


to  satisfy  the  legal  bounties  which  had  been 
engaged  to  the  troops  of  Virginia  on  Continen- 
tal Establishment,  then  the  deficiency  should 
be  made  to  the  said  troops  in  good  land,  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  Rivers,  on  the 
nor^west  side  of  the  River  Ohio.    In  a  short 
time  after  this  cession  was  made,  the  holders 
of  tiiose  soldiers^  warrants  commenced  locating 
them  on  the  tract  of  land  conditionally  reserved 
nortiiwest  of  the  Ohio  River,  without  any  infor- 
mation having  been  given  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  or  Congress,  that  a  deficiencv 
on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  River  existea. 
Congress^  by  a  resolution  in  1788,  put  a  stop  to 
this  proceeding,  by  declaring  all  such  surveys 
and  locations  invalid,  until  correct  measures 
should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  a  de- 
ficiency had  really  occurred.    The  Governor  of 
Virginia  was  then  requested  to  ascertain  and 
communicate  this  information  to  the  General 
Gk>vemment,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
into  effect  the  stipulations  in  the  act  of  cession, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
parties.    Afterwards,  the  agents  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  did  report  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
good  land  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  State, 
on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Ohio  River ;  upon 
which  information  they  were  authorized  by 
Congress  to  locate  the  remainder  of  the  war- 
rants upon  the  tract  conditionally  reserved  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  Rivers.   Mr. 
R.  said  this  was  a  plain  history  of  the  proceed- . 
ing  as  it  had  occurred.    His  object  in  calling 
for  the  information  contained  in  the  resolution, 
was  to  ascertain  whether  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Virginia  had 
been  fairly  executed,  and  whether  any  A-aud 
had  been  committed  in  the  issuing  of  the  war- 
rants, or  in  the  location  of  them.    Mr.  R.  sdd 
he  was  flEur  from  imputing  any  misconduct  or 
blame  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  any  officer 
acting  under  the  authority  of  her  laws.     It 
was,  however,  a  fact,  that  it  had  taken  much 
more  land  to  satisfy  those  warrants  than  was 
ever  anticipated,  and  almost  the  whole  district 
of  country  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami 
Rivers  had  been  covered  with  them.    If  the  in- 
formation sought  for  by  this  resolution  can  be 
furnished,  it  can  be  easily  ascertained  whether 
fraud  has  been  committed  or  injustice  practised. 
A  report  of  the  number  of  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  from 
Virginia,  on   Continental   Establishment,  to- 
gether with  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to 
each  of  them,  will  show  the  whole  amount  to 
which  they  were  entitled.    A  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  land  that  was  covered  with  war- 
rants, on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  River,  when 
the  agents  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  reported 
to  the  Executive  of  Virginia  the  defidency  that 
existed,  will  determine  the  quantity  to  which 
they  were  entitled  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River, 
and  between  the  Scioto  and  LittJe  Miami  Rivers. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  considered  this  information  not 
only  very  desirable  but  of  great  importance. 
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He  could  not  saj  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  conld  furnish  all  that  was  called 
for,  hat  he  helieved  sufficient  could  be  obtained 
to  meet  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 


TXJESDA.T,  Jannary  29. 
Military  Boads, 

The  resolntion  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
CHA.NDLEB,  proposiog  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  two  mUitair  roads  from 
the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  was  next 
taken  up ;  and  some  opposition  being  manifest- 
ed to  it — 

Mr.  Chandleb  briefly  explained  the  im- 
portance which  the  proposed  roads  would  be 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  which  might 
be  easily  constructed  by  the  troops  now  in 
service. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  gave  a  description  of 
the  country  referred  to,  to  show  the  value  which 
these  roads  would  be  for  military  purposes,  if 
the  country  should  ever  again  be  involved  in 
war  with  the  same  nation  with  which  it  was 
recently  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  there  was 
little  probability  of  a  war  with  any  other  power. 
These  preparations  ought  to  be  made  in  time  of 
peace.  He  remarked,  moreover,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  had  never  been  called  on 
before  to  expend  any  of  the  public  money  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  or  for  her  use,  and  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  two  gentlemen  did  not 
exactly  agree.  One  of  them  asked  for  the  road 
because  he  deemed  it  necessary,  the  other  be- 
cause none  of  the  public  money  had  yet  been 
spent  in  the  State  of  Ikbiine.  The  State  of 
North  Carolina  might  ask  some  public  improve- 
ment with  the  same  justice ;  for  there  had  been 
precious  little  money  expended  in  that  State. 
But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  do  not  ask  Congress  to 
spend  the  public  money  in  our  State ;  all  we 
ask  is,  that  you  do  not  take  our  money  and 
spend  it  elsewhere.  As  to  preparing  for  war, 
he  said,  there  was  no  danger  that  a  free  people 
will  ever  be  unprepared  for  it ;  the  danger  was 
that  they  would  be  too  well  prepared  for  it ; 
and  too  ready  to  engage  in  it ;  for  it  seemed  to 
him  that  free  government  had  the  same  effect 
on  the  human  constitution  as  heat  had  on  iron 
— ^it  made  it  swelL  Commence  these  roads,  and 
there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end ;  for  legis- 
lation might  be  compared  to  shingling  a  house — 
the  first  row  is  useless  unless  you  go  on,  lapping 
one  row  over  another  to  the  top.  It  will  prove 
just  so  with  appropriations  for  roads,  if  they 
are  once  begun. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to— 18  to  10. 


Wkdnbbdat,  January  80. 

Officen  of  the  Ctutonu. 

The* Senate  then  resumed  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  ponsideration  of  the  bill  further 
to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  Collectors 
of  the  Customs^  ^.,  and  Uie  amendments  re- 


ported thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finaaoe. 

E These  amendments  were  numerous,  but  em* 
raced  principally  modifications  of  detaU,  and 
regulations  of  the  pay  of  weighers,  gaugere,  in- 
spectors, dec.] 

Mr.  HoLMBS  spoke  as  follows :  On  the  sab- 
lect,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  compensation  in  the 
large  ports,  the  committee  adopted  the  role  to 
diminish  the  percentage  on  the  commissions  bo 
low,  that  the  emoluments  would  not  exceed 
four  thousand  dollars  and  expenses.  To  fix  the 
compensation  of  a  collector,  so  that  it  would 
neither  exceed  nor  fall  short  of  a  particular 
sum,  as  had  been  suggested  by  some  gentlemen, 
would  be  making  them  all  sala/ry  officen.  This 
would  be  a  new  and  extraordinary  principle. 
The  officer  would  have  no  interest  in  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected — ^no  inducement  to  econ* 
omy.  He  would  consult  his  ease  at  the  public 
expense ;  multiply  officers,  careless  of  the  ne- 
cessity, and  become  indifferent  and  neglectful 
of  the  amount  of  the  customs,  in  which  his  in- 
terest was  no  way  concerned. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  percentage  is  re- 
duced so  low  in  some  of  the  ports,  that  the  fees 
and  commissions  will  not,  i^r  deducting  the 
expenses,  secure  tlie  officer  four  thousand  del* 
lars.  Upon  a  revision  of  the  bill,  the  commit- 
tee were  apprehensive  that  in  the  district  of 
Philadelphia  such  might  be  the  result,  and  have 
therefore  left  that  as  before.  New  York  is  an 
important  district,  and  the  collector  there  ought 
to  be  pretty  sure  of  his  maximum ;  of  this,  with 
the  economy  which  he  can  and  ought  to  prac- 
tise, we  have  no  doubt  The  law  made  a 
deputy  a  substitute  for  the  ooUector  in  cases 
only  ^^  of  sickness  or  occasional  and  necessary 
absence  ;^'  but  the  collectors  themselves  have 
made  them  permanent  officers,  with  a  salary, 
in  some  instances,  of  tiiree  thousand  dollars 
per  year.  This  sum,  it  is  understood,  is  allowed 
in  New  York.  This  bill  limits  the  compen- 
sation to  one  thousand  five  hundred.  Other 
improvements  in  the  clerk  hire,  stationery, 
office  rent,  and  contingent  expenses,  will  much 
diminish  the  expenses  of  that  port.  Taking  the 
return  of  the  year  1819,  the  emoluments,  as  re- 
duced by  this  bill,  will  yield  to  that  officer  a 
dear  income  of  $6,441 ;  by  that  of  the  year 
1820,  it  would  not  exceed  $2,628 ;  making  an 
average  of  $4,084.  But  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  in  this  last  year  a  new  collector  was  ap- 
pointed, and  a  moiety  of  the  commissions  due 
on  outstanding  bonda  goes  to  his  predecessor, 
which  hitherto  diminished,  but  wiU  not  here- 
after diminish,  his  compensation. 

On  the  whole,  from  a  diminution  of  the  ex- 
pense which  this  bill  will  effect,  and  the  con- 
stant increase  of  the  commerce  of  that  port,  no 
possible  doubt  can  exist  that  the  rate  of  one- 
sixth  of  one  per  cent,  established  by  the  bill, 
will  amply  secure  the  collector  to  the  extent  of 
his  maximum. 

As  to  Boston,  the  extravagances  in  that  dis- 
trict  are  so  great  that  even  a  greater  diminution 
might  have  been  safely  aUow^    According  to 
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the  offioers'  returns  for  several  saocessive  years, 
the  diminution  whioh  we  effeot  by  a  single  re- 
duction in  the  office  of  depu^,  will  leave  the 
collector  a  sum  above  the  maximum  established 
by  the  bill.  By  the  last  returns,  the  collector 
d  New  Orleans  is  sure  of  his  $4,000,  without 
considering  any  deductions  at  all ;  and  as  the 
other  districts,  classed  among  the  large  ports, 
have  not  arrived  at  the  sum  limited,  they  con- 
seouently  cannot  yet  be  affected  bv  it. 

The  reduction  from  $5,000  to  $4,000,  in  the 
large  ports,  has  produced  much  opposition.  Of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  your  committee 
oould  entertain  no  doubt.  $4,000,  with  a  share 
hi  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  a  right  to  receive 
$400  as  agents  for  lightiiouses,  dec.,  is  a  greater 
compensation  than  you  give  to  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  better  living  than 
you  inve  any  other  officer  in  the  Government, 
the  President  excepted.  The  office  is  responsi- 
ble, to  be  sure,  and  in  some  degree  arduous. 
But  the  Judge,  the  member  of  Congress,  the 
ambassador,  must  leave  his  friends,  his  family, 
his  oonntry,  and  endure  a  banishment,  as  the 
price  of  his  reward.  The  coUector  enjoys  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  at  his  own  fireside,  and  in  the 
bosom  of  his  own  fitmily.  Sir,  let  these  men 
resign,  by  reason  of  this  reduction,  and  you  wUl 
find  thousands  of  the  best  men  in  the  nation 
ready  to  step  into  their  shoes.  Amidst  all  our 
profesnons  for  economy  and  retrenchment, 
should  we  not  blush  to  tell  the  people  that  a 
collector  of  their  revenue,  in  these  times  of 
depression,  cannot  live,  at  home,  for  five  thou- 
sand a  year ;  and,  unless  we  give  him  more,  he 
wOl  carve  for  himself! 

It  has  been  remarked,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  discuss- 
ing another  part  of  this  bill,  that  uie  office  of 
deputy  collector,  as  established  by  law,  was  oc- 
eaasonal  and  temporary.  Practice  has,  how- 
evff,  made  it  permanent,  and  fixed  to  it  a  per- 
manent salary.  The  collector  appoints  tiie 
depnty,  and  ues  his  pay.  But  his  compensa- 
tkm  la  paid  by  the  collector,  unless  there  is  a 
mrplos  in  his  hands  after  he  receives  his  ulti- 
mate som — then  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  collector's  emoluments 
are  $80,000,  of  which  he  can  retain  $4,000 
only,  the  residue,  after  deducting  expenses  of 
de^-hire,  stationery,  Ac,  goes  into  tiie  Treas- 
ury. This  clerk-hire^  sir,  mis  hitherto  been  at 
the  entire  discretion  of  the  collectors,  and  their 
vouchers  of  payment  have,  at  the  Treasury, 
been  allowed  without  an  inquiry  into  the 
economy  of  the  expenditure.  Hence  high  sala- 
ries to  deputies,  to  relieve  coUectors  of  their 
dutiea,  and  extravagant  expenditures  for  clerks 
and  Btationenr,  to  accommodate  relations  and 
fiiends.  Such  has  been  the  practice  under  the 
law,  that  the  Secretary  doubts  his  authority  to 
go  behind  the  coUector's  vouchers  to  settle  his 
accounts;  consequently,  the  collectors  in  the 
laige  ports,  whose  emoluments  exceed  their 
maximmn,  may  lavish  the  surplus  on  whom 
they  please.  The  necessity  and  importunity  of 
frienoB  and  relatives  is  a  temptation  too  great, 


even  for  a  prudent  man,  to  resist,  and  the 
prodigal  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has 
been  Qie  inevitable  consequence.  By  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  made  on  the  8th  December, 
1820,  it  appears  that  the  clerk-hire  for  1819 
was,  in  Pniladelphia,  $15,779  14,  and  that  in 
New  York,  $15,766  22— while  the  stationery 
of  the  former  place  was  $546  88,  and  that  of 
the  latter  $1,978  55  ;  and  when  in  New  York 
the  revenue  collected  was  $8,068,851  89,  and 
in  PhUadelphia  $4,960,888  00.  The  clerk-hire 
in  Boston  was,  during  the  same  period,  nearly 
as  extravagant  as  that  of  Philadelphia.  The 
disproportion  which  the  stationerv  and  clerk- 
hire  bear  to  each  other  in  the  different  ports, 
shows  a  wanton  prod^ality  somewhere,  and 
perhaps  evervwhere.  The  truth  is,  it  is  im- 
prudent and  ciangerous  to  repose  this  confidence 
in  these  men,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  requires 
a  rigid  scrutiny  at  the  Department  of  the 
Treasurv, 

On  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  collector  of  Wilmmgton, 
in  Delaware,  Mr.  H.  observed  the  committee 
have  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  col- 
lector's services  are  more  than  commensurate 
to  his  legal  compensation.  In  his  annual  return 
of  his  emoluments,  this  man,  who  is  understood 
to  be  a  fjnithful  officer,  has  charged  from  $400 
to  $900  annuaUy,  under  the  name  of  officii 
and  contingent  expenses.  This  is  not  permitted 
by  any  existing  law ;  it  is  an  abuse  which  has 
become  pretty  general,  and,  where  the  emolu- 
ments approach  a  fixed  maximum,  goes  to  tsike 
from  the  Treasury,  by  indefinite  and  illegal 
charges.  By  this  bill  these  abuses  are  cut  up 
by  the  roots;  and  these  deductions,  from  the 
compensation  of  this  officer,  will  render  it 
necessary  that  his  salary  should  be  increased  to 
the  sum  limited  in  the  bill. 

The  sections  abolishing  the  offices  of  weiffhera, 
gangers,  &c.,  and  tranrfeiring  their  duties  to 
inspectors,  beins  under  consideration,  Mr.  H. 
observed,  on  the  9th  December,  1820,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  15th  May,  of  the  same  year,  made  a  report 
of  the  offices  in  the  customs  which  might  be 
abolished.  (Here  Mr.  H.  read  the  report.)  By 
this  it  appears  that  the  Secretary  was  willing 
to  dispense  witli  not  only  several  districts  and 
ports  of  delivery,  and  their  officers,  but  with  all 
the  weighers,  gangers,  measnrers,  and  markers, 
whose  annual  aggregate  compensation  is  not 
lees  than  $100,000.  It  is  believed  that  this 
might  be  done  by  the  inspectors  without  in- 
creasing their  number,  and  without  the  ungrate- 
ful task  of  removals.  The  committee  sent  for 
the  Secretary,  and  inquired  whether  these 
offices  might  safely  be  abolished,  and,  if  so, 
why  so  many  inspectors  had  been  retfdned  at 
such  an  expense,  if,  with  their  present  number 
and  pay,  they  can  perform  this  additional  ser- 
vice? 

His  answers  were,  that  the  present  inspectors 
were  amply  sufficient;  that  the  nnmber  had 
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been  increasing,  fi:t)m  the  repreeentations  of 
collectors,  at  the  solicitation  of  friends;  that 
many  of  tiiem  were  old  and  destitnte,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  increase  their  labor  than 
^minish  their  nnmber.  It  is,  moreover,  appa- 
rent, that  in  manj  ports  inspectors  perform 
these  services,  and  receive  the  pay,  in  addition 
to  tiieir  per  diem  allowance.  Instances  are  not 
few,  in  which  these  inspectors  have  charged 
the  United  States  three  dollars  a  day  for  every 
day  in  the  year,  and  daring  the  same  period 
have  received  compensation  in  these  offices  of 
weighers,  gangers,  &c.,  equal  to  the  best  sala- 
ries. 

It  appears  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  19th  January,  1821,  that,  in 
the  district  of  Boston  and  Gharlestown,  there 
were  six  inspectors,  who  had  received  their 
three  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  in  the  year, 
not  omitting  t^e  additional  day  for  leap-year 
during  the  same  period;  and  found  means  to 
obtain,  in  these  other  capacities,  about  three 
thousand  dollars  more;  each  receiving  from 
your  Treasury  an  annual  compensation  of  be- 
tween four  and  five  thousand  dollars,  and  this 
not  limited  to  one  particular  year,  but  an  ave- 
rage for  several  years  in  succession. 

Bo  prompt  were  these  men  at  their  duty — or 
rather  at  their  charging — that  in  this  same 
place,  among  this  moral  and  religious  people, 
there  were  ten  inspectors,  who  never  found  an 
opportunity  to  be  absent  at  church  for  one  sin- 
gle day  in  four  years,  and  never  lost  a  day  by 
sickness  during  the  same  period ;  similar  &cts, 
too,  in  New  York,  indicate  that  there^  there  is 
great  punctuality  in  charging  Sundays  and  all, 
and  tnat,  among  inspectors,  there  is  much 
stronger  evidence  of  health  than  worship.  In 
Philadelphia,  the  extravagance  in  clerk-hire 
has  lately  been  corrected^  but  the  same  prodi- 
gality exists  in  those  subordinate  offices.  The 
compensations  to  a  single  weigher  at  that  post, 
and  who  I  believe  is  a  son  of  the  collector,  are 
reported  at  the  Treasury  Department  as  fol- 
lows :  in  1816,  $6,406  ;  1817,  $7,804  48 ;  1818, 
$5,818  14;  1819,  $6,602  01;  and  in  1820, 
$6,202  46.  If  in  one  port  the  duties  of  one 
description  of  office  can  be  heaped  upon  the 
shoulders  of  one  favorite,  and  in  another  some 
four  or  five  difierent  offices  can  converge  to  the 
use  of  another,  there  must  be  a  radi^  defect 
in  the  system,  or  a  gross  prodigality  and  infi- 
delity in  the  officers  of  the  customs  who  have 
the  immediate  control.  These  instances  only 
are  cited  to  point  out  the  mischielk  yet  the 
evil  is  by  no  means  limited,  but  is  becoming 
general.  In  the  second  and  even  third-rate 
ports,  instances  might  be  mentioned  where  in- 
spectors change  every  day,  and  are  occupied 
and  receive  fees,  for  the  same  period,  as  weigh- 
ers, gangers,  ^.,  and  even  in  some  instances 
serve  as  clerks  and  deputies  besides. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  abuses  are  so  pal- 
pable that  the  existing  laws  are  adequate  to 
their  correction,  and  the  collector  who  permits 


or  connives  at  them  ought  to  be  instantly  re- 
moved. The  exercise  of  Executive  power,  and 
tJ^e  selection  of  a  few  prominent  examples, 
would  no  doubt  be  salutary ;  but  so  extensive 
and  so  habitual  are  these  practices,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  combined  with  the  exertions  of 
Executive  power,  will  be  scarcely  sufficient  to 
correct  them. 

It  is  apprehended  by  some  honorable  gentle- 
men that  these  inspectors  will  not  be  simdent 
to  perform  the  duties.  Sir,  you  have  called  on 
the  officer  who  presides  over  your  revenue; 
you  have  asked  him  if  these  men  and  this  pay 
will  be  sufficient,  and  he  answers  yes.  Althon^ 
I  would  repose  implicit  confidence  in  no  Secre- 
tary, yet  experience  proves  that  we  should  be 
slow  to  bdieve  that  one  would  err  in  favor  of 
economy. 

Here  the  Secretary  testifies  against  interest^ 
against  patronage.  He  offers  to  collect  your 
revenue  without  the  offices  proposed  to  be 
abolished,  and  teUs  you  they  are  useless.  Would 
it  not  be,  indeed,  extraordinary  to  force  upon 
him  a  horde  of  officers  whom  he  does  not  want, 
at  an  expense  of  $100,000  per  year  ? 

Fbidat,  February  1. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  Vice  Pbes- 
IDENT  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  Mr. 
King,  of  New  York,  was  read  by  that  gentle- 
man to  the  Se^te : 

Washimoton  Citt,  Feb,  1,  1822. 

Dear  Sol  :  My  health  has  sufiered  ao  mnch  on  my 
jonmey,  and  since  my  arrival  at  the  Scat  of  Govern- 
ment, that  I  am  desirouB^  as  soon  as  the  weather  and 
the  state  of  the  roads  iviU  permit,  to  return  to  my 
family.  And  I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  be  good 
enough  to  communicate  this  determination  to  the 
Senate  at  their  meeting  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Hon.  RuFus  Emo. 

Election  qf  Prend,ent  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kin&,  of  New  York,  it  was 
thereupon  resolved,  that  the  Senate  would,  at 
two  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

At  2  o'clock  accordingly  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a  President,  and,  on  count- 
ing the  ballots,  the  following  result  was  de- 
dared  * 

For  Mr.  Gaillard         -        -        -        22  votes. 
Mr.  Macon  -        -        -        14 

Mr.  Lowrie  -        -        -         6 

Mr.  Dickerson      -        -        -         4 
Scattering  -        -        -  1 

46 
No  person  having  a  minority  of  the  votes,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  a  second  time,  when 
there  appeared  to  be^ 

For  Mr.  Gaillard  -        -        -        26  votes. 

Mr.  Macon  -       -       -        17 

Scattering  -        -        -         4 
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ICr.  Gauiabd,  having  received  a  migoritj, 
vtB  dedared  to  be  elected  PfeBident  of  the 
^^BiApro  tempore. 

On  taking  the  Ohair,  Mr.  Gatllabd  addresaed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

GBrrupooi:  No  one  can  estimate  more  highly 
the  value  of  joor  favorable  opinion,  nor  conld  any 
OM  receive  with  more  profound  respect,  or  with  more 
nnfe^ned  gratitade,  than  I  do,  this  fresh  token  of 
your  oonfidenoe  and  favor.  The  gratification  I  derive 
from  it  would  indeed  have  been  complete,  but  for  the 
QBailected  apprehension  I  feel  that,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  datieB  aasigned  to  me,  I  may  disappoint  joor 
JQit  and  reasonable  expectations.  If  pnritj  of  inten- 
tion and  an  anzioos  desire  to  act  correctly,  which  I 
biii^  with  me  to  this  station,  shonld  prore  no  secnrity 
igiinst  the  commission  of  error,  I  shiUl  have  to  throw 
m/self  on  that  liberality  and  indnlgenne  which  yon 
hiVB  been  ever  ready  to  exercise,  and  which  I  nave 
abeady  so  frequently  experienced  from  yon.  On  this 
ooosolhig  and  enoooraging  reflection  I  will  rest ;  and 
I  will  only  add,  that,  whatever  of  industry,  of  ex- 
perience, or  of  capacity,  I  possess,  shall  be  faithfblly 
directed  to  an  honest  and  impartial  exeontion  of  the 
tenst  reposed  in  mew 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ejno^  of  New  York,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  commonicate  to  the 
herident  of  tiie  United  States,  and  to  the  House 
crt  Representatives,  tiie  election  of  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


Monday,  February  4. 
Bebeeea  B6dg9on, 

The  Senate  took  np  the  report  of  the  Com- 
ndttee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Bebeoca  Hodgson.  [She  prays  payment  for  a 
boose  rented  to  the  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  War  Department^when  the  Government 
was  first  removed  to  Washington,  in  the  year 
1800,  which  house  was  burnt — ^the  petition 
being  grounded  on  the  stipulation  in  tne  lease 
that  the  premises  should  be  returned  in  the  con- 
ation in  whidi  they  were  received,  inevitable 
aeddents  excepted.] 

Tbe  report  was  opposed  at  considerable  length 
\fj  Mr.  PiNKNET,  who  arffued  and  referred  to 
testimony  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  payment  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
eo&tract,  that  the  claim  was  sustainable  in  law, 
vere  tlie  Government  suable,  and  that  it  ought 
toboaUowed.  He  concluded  by  moving  that 
tbe  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Gonmiittee  of 
Claims^  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  petitioner  to  the  extent  of  the  value 
of  tbe  house. 

Mr.  RnoaLis  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Mr. 
PteKsirr  and  in  support  of  the  report  of  the 
oommittee.  He  took  a  particular  view  of  the 
drcemstances  of  the  daim,  and  the  evidence  on 
which  it  was  founded,  embracing  the  contract 
of  tbe  lease,  to  show  tnat  the  petitioner  had  no 
fightfol  chum  on  the  Grovemment  for  indemnity. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Barton,  Yah 
Dtke,  and  Talbot,  also  offered  some  remarks 
00  the  sul>}ect ;  and 


Mr.  P.  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, having  varied  his  motion  to  a  simple 
recommitment  without  instructions,  except  to 
make  a  report  on  a  re-examination  of  the  case 
and  the  documents-^it  was  recommitted  accord- 
ingly. 

TuBSDAT,  February  6. 

Louisiana  Land  TiUee» 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution :  '" 

Reiolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnnicate  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation which  may  be  in  the  Department  of  State 
relative  to  land  titles  in  LouiaiaDa,  particularly  as 
contained  in  docnmonts  filed  in  the  Department  of 
State  by  order  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  there  be  any.  Also, 
a  copy  of  the  proclamation  (if  in  the  Department  of 
State)  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in 
tiie  year  1808,  by  General  Salcedo  and  the  Marquis 
de  Casa  Galvo,  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  His 
Cathdio  Majesty  for  delivering  tha  province  of 
Louisiana  to  the  Gommissionen  of  the  French  re- 
public, announcing  to  the  inhabitants  the  cession  of 
the  province.  Also^  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  (if  any  such  there  be  in  the 
Department  of  State,)  which  secured  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Louisiana  ti^eir  rights  of  property ;  and  if 
there  be  no  copy  of  that  treaty,  nor  of  the  article 
referred  to,  in  ihe  Department  of  State,  that  the 
Prendent  be  requested  to  cause  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  for  an  au- 
thentic oopy  of  the  article  in  question,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  province. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  explained 
the  object  of  it.  The  first  clause  was  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Department  of  State,  if  there  to 
be  found,  the  copy  of  a  paper  concerniDg  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  had  once 
been  printed  by  the  order  of  this  or  the  other 
House,  but  of  which  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  a  copy  in  the  public  Library,  because  this 
Oapitol  was  once  entered  by  an  enemy  who 
made  war  upon  letters  as  well  as  upon  men. 
The  second  clause  called  for  another  document 
which  he  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  the  third 
called  for  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso,  which  secured  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  in  the  possession  of  the  rights  and 
property  which  they  had  previously  eiyoyed. 
That  article  had  never  been  published.  It 
might  be  in  the  Department  of  State ;  but,  if  it 
should  not  be  there,  the  resolution  proposes 
that  application  be  made  to  the  Qovemments 
of  France  and  Spain  for  a  copy  of  it.  As  the 
object  of  the  resolution  was  not  to  pry  into 
State  secrets,  but  to  get  a  copy  of  an  article  ssid 
to  be  in  existence,  which  was  intended  for  the 
security  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  in  their  rights 
and  property,  he  hoped  it  would  be  considered 
unobjectionable.  If  there  be  such  an  article  in 
existence,  it  ought  to  be  made  known  tor  the 
benefit  of  those  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  for  one  daj 
of  course. 
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Wednesday,  February  6. 
Louisiana  Zand  Titles, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolation  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  6EinH>N,  requesting  oertain 
information  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and.  after  some  further  explanation  on 
the  part  or  the  mover,  in  which  he  showed, 
from  the  unsettled  condition  of  land  titles  in 
upper  Louisiana,  (Missouri,)  the  probable  value 
of  the  information  which  he  sought — ^the  two 
first  branches  of  the  resolution  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  third  branch 
of  the  resolution,  which  called  for  a  copy  of  a 
particular  article  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Baefonso, 
if  in  the  Department  of  State,  and,  if  not  in  the 
Department,  then,  that  the  President  be  re- 
quested to  apply  to  the  Courts  of  France  and 
Spain  for  a  copv  of  the  same — 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said,  he  was  very 
willing  to  go  as  far  as  to  request  of  the  Pres- 
ident a  copy  of  the  treaty,  if  in  the  Department 
of  State,  but  if  it  was  not  there  he  would  ask 
no  further.  There  would  be  an  indelicacy,  he 
thought,  in  applying  to  a  foreign  Government 
for  a  copy  of  a  treaty  which  that  Government 
had  seen  fit  to  keep  private.  It  was  a  singular 
fact,  Mr.  K.  observed,  that  the  treaty  by  which 
Louisiana  was  originally  ceded  from  France  to 
Spain  had  never  been  made  public ;  the  only 
public  document  on  this  subject,  was  the  letter 
from  the  Xing  of  France,  (Louis  XIY.,)  to  his 
Director  General,  D'Abadie,  but  the  treaty  was 
not  published.  So,  likewise,  with  the  retroces- 
sion of  the  country  from  Spain  to  France,  the 
fact  was  made  known  only  by  a  proclamation 
of  General  Salcedo  and  tiie  Marquis  de  Gasa 
Oalvo.  The  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  having  been 
so  carefully  concealed  by  the  parties  to  i^  con- 
tained, no  doubt,  other  stipulations  besides  that 
for  the  cession  of  Louimana,  which  they  did  not 
choose  to  disclose.  The  reasons  for  this  were 
reasons  of  State ;  and  should  our  Government, 
under  such  circumstances,  apply  for  a  copy  of 
the  treaty,  the  answer,  no  doubt,  would  be  that, 
so  far  as  we  were  interested,  we  were  informed 
of  all  that  was  necessary,  and  that  we  had  no 
right  to  ask  further.  Should  we  say  that  there 
were  things  in  the  treaty  which  it  was  impor- 
tant for  us  to  know,  the  reply  would  be  the 
same,  that  what  was  kept  back,  was  kept  back 
for  reasons  of  their  own,  in  which  we  had  no 
concern.  As  to  the  treaty  containing  any  thing 
which  affected  private  titles  in  the  territory, 
every  thing  which  related  to  that  subject  was 
embraced  in  the  treaty  by  which  the  country 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, however,  to  requesting  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  Government  possessed  it^  (though 
it  was  well  known  there  was  no  such  treaty  in 
the  Department  of  State,)  but  he  would  stop 
there — ^he  could  not  consent  to  ask  of  a  foreign 
Government  to  disclose  to  us  what  it  had  chosen 
not  to  communicate.  He  moved^  therefore,  to 
amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  correspond  with 
this  opinion. 


Mr.  Lanh AN  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Babton  saw  no  necessity  for  referring 
the  resolution ;  nor  did  he  see  any  impropriety 
in  requesting  a  copy  of  that  part  of  a  treaty 
which  relat^  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
now  become  a  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  was  intended  for  their  benefit;  and  if  it 
was  not  in  the  Department  of  State,  he  could 
imagine  no  impropriety  in  going  further,  and 
asking  France  and  Spain  for  &at  particular 
article,  though  they  might  wish  to  keep  the 
treaty,  in  the  main,  private. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  he  had  been  careful  to  ask 
only  for  that  particular  article  of  the  treaty 
which  related  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  lest  it  might  have  the  appearance  of 
wishing  to  pry  into  State  secrets,  or  interfering 
with  what  did  not  i^roperly  concern  them.  But, 
in  deference  to  those  for  whose  opinions  in  such 
matters  he  respected,  he  would  modify  his  res- 
olution, as  suggested  by  Mr.  Kinq. 

Mr.  Lowsie  remarked  that,  if  it  was  improp- 
er to  call  for  a  part  of  a  treaty,  it  would  be  at 
least  as  much  so  to  ask  for  the  whole  treaty. 
This  treaty,  he  said,  though  not  public,  might 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Executive  of 
our  Government  in  confidence ;  and  it  would  be 
improper  to  take  a  step  which  might  lead  to 
the  publication  of  it.  He  was.  therefore,  averse 
to  the  modification  which  had  been  accepted  by 
the  mover,  and  moved  to  restore  it  to  its  origi- 
nal shape. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied  that  every 
one  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate  long 
must  know  that  the  Treaty  of  St.  BdqjTonso  was 
not  in  the  possession  of  our  Gk>vernment,  but 
merely  that  article  of  it  which  related  to  the 
cession  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  BoDNET  was  of  opimon  that  the  treaty  in 
question  had  been  published,  he  believed,  in 
Dodsley's  Annual  Begister.  He  was  under  this 
impression,  firom  the  circumstance,  which  he 
remembered,  tJiat  when  the  Louisiana  question 
was  debated,  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
Mr.  Gbiswold  opposed  the  purchase,  because, 
among  other  reasons,  the  title  was  not  clear  and 
complete,  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  of  San 
Bdefonso  not  having  been  promulgated;  to 
whom  it  was  answered^  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the 
treaty  had  been  published  in  the  work  which 
he  had  mentioned.  .      ^ 

Mr.  Lowbie'b  motion  to  amend  was  negatived 
— ayes  16,  noes  20 ;  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  its  modified 
form — simply  requesting  a  copy  of  the  treaty  if 
in  the  Department  of  State. 


Wednesday,  February  20. 
Propagating  the  Gotpel  among  the  Heathen, 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motions 

for  consideration : 
Remdvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoxy  be 

directed  to  lay  befiare  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pa- 
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tent  (if  Mxy  snoh  there  be  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment) which  isined  nnder  an  act  of  Congress  of  June 
1st,  1796,  conveying  to  the  Society  of  United  Breth- 
len  for  propagating  the  Gospel  amOng  the  Heathen, 
thiee  tracts  of  land  of  four  thousand  acres  each,  to 
indnde  the  towns  of  thiadenhutten,  Schoenbmnn, 
anl  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
in  trust  to  said  Society,  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Chxis- 
tian  Indians  fonneily  settled  there. 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  cdlect,  and  communicate  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Ck)ngres8,  the 
best  information  which  he  may  be  able  to  obtain,  rel- 
ative to  the  said  Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands 
intended  for  their  benefit,  in  the  above-mentioned 
grant ;  showing,  as  correctly  as  possible,  the  advance 
or  decUne  of  said  Indians  in  numbers,  morals,  and 
intellectaal  endowments ;  whether  the  said  lands  have 
emred  to  their  sole  ben^t ;  and,  if  not,  to  whom,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  have  such  benefits  aocraed. 

Buolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ftmush 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Society  of 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, at  Bethlehem,  in  Northampton  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pcnnaylyania. 

TerrUorial    Oi)wmment   in   West  Florida — 
C(nnplaint  of  Unlawful  ImprwmmenU 

The  pRBsmKirr  of  the  Senate  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  petition  wluch  he  had  received  irom 
ICaroos  de  Yflliers  and  Amoldo  Gaillemard, 
representing  themselves  to  be  anoient  inhabitr 
snts  of  Pensaoold)  who  have  been  illegally  im- 
prisoned by  the  actiDg  Governor  of  tlie  Terri- 
tory of  West  Florida,  and  praying  the  inter- 
position  of  Congress  for  their  relief.  The  peti- 
tion was  accompanied  by  sundry  documents, 
embracing  an  appeal  from  the  petitioners  to 
the  acting  Gfovemor  for  their  release  from  im- 
prisonment, and  his  refnsaL 

Mr.  Babboub,  not  knowing  at  the  moment 
what  would  be  the  most  proper  disposition  for 
these  papers,  though  it  was  probable  that  a 
reference  of  them  to  the  Executive  would  be 
most  suitable,  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Hr.  LowBix  moved  also  to  print  them ;  for, 
on  bearing  the  papers  read,  he  thought  the 
reasoning  of  the  memorial  to  the  acting  Gov- 
eroor  was  plausible,  if  not  tmanswerable ;  but 
he  fiboold  like  to  read  them. 

Mr.  Eluott  thought,  as  this  petition  would 
alsa,  no  doubt,  be  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Senate  to  take  no  step  on  the  subject  atpresent, 
hat  watt  the  proceedings  of  the  other  House,  to 
whom  perhaps  inquiries  into  such  matters,  in- 
Tol^ing  the  conduct  of  Executive  officers,  more 
a|ipropriately  belonged ;  and  that  it  would  be 
better  that  the  Senate  should  not  adopt  any 
eoorBe  which  might  in  anywise  compromit 
its  future  proceedhigs,  or  the  dignity  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  Basboitb  deemed  it  proper  that  each 
Hoose  should  act  independentiy  for  itself  in 
such  cases,  without  reference  to  any  proceed- 
ings elsewhere. 

Vol.  Vn.— 11 


Mr.  JoHNflOH.  of  Kentucky,  presumed,  as  the 
papers  involved  the  conduct  of  officers  under 
the  control  of  the  Executive,  that  they  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  either  with  or  without  any  expression 
of  opinion.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  the  case, 
he  thought.  These  men  were  a  part  of  the 
Spanish  officers  who  had  been  sent  out  of  the 
province  by  General  Jackson,  and  had  now  re- 
turned to  Pensacola  to  behave  themselves  as 
peaceable  citizens,  and  had  been  imprisoned  by 
the  acting  Governor.  It  was  a  case  for  the 
Executive  to  act  on. 

Idt.  King,  of  Alabama,  calling  for  a  division 
of  the  question,  it  was  first  taken  on  printing 
the  petition  and  documents,  and  negatived — 
ayes  19,  noes  22. 

The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on 

the  table. 


Friday,  February  22. 

Propagating  the  Qotptl  amorig  the  Heathen, 

The  resolutions,  moved  on  a  previous  day  by 
Mr.  BiNTOir,  of  Missouri,  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  BsNTON  said  that  he  would  undertake  to 
show,  by  a  dry  detail  of  historical  facts,  the 
proprietv  of  adopting  them. 

He  said  it  happened  about  a  hundred  years 
ago,  that  the  followers  of  the  sectarian  Schwenk- 
feld  were  expelled,  by  the  reigning  Elector, 
from  the  Electorate  of  Saxony ;  and  about  the 
same  time  a  Dr.  Spangenburg,  Theologus  Ad- 
jnnctus  in  the  University  of  Hidle,  lost  his  place 
m  the  University  on  account  of  some  dilute 
with  the  divines.    Being  out  of  employment, 
these  individuaJs  united  in  a  project  to  cross 
over  to  the  British  colonies  in  America  for  the 
purpose  of  civilizing  and  converting  the  In- 
dians; and  addressing  themselves  to  Governor 
Oglethorpe,  then  in  London,  received  from  him 
the  means  of  transportation  to  Savannah  in 
Georgia.    Arrived  at  that  place,  they  immedi- 
ately commenced  their  labors  among  the  Greek 
Indians ;  founded  a  church  and  a  school  at  a 
place  called  Irene,  five  miles  from  Savannah, 
and  had  the  greatest  success,  according  to  the 
published  accounts,  in  teaching  and  converting 
the  natives.    The  noise  of  their  employment 
and  success  drew  others  firom  Germany,  and 
with  the  increase  of  laborers  was  duly  extended 
the  field  of  action.    They  spread  to  the  Norih, 
and  entered  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  being 
,  invited,  as  the  history  of  the  mission  reports, 
by  the  Indians  tiiemselves.    Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  could  not  gainsay  the  alleged  Dust  of  the  in- 
vitation, nor  was  it  material  to  the  point  in 
hand;  but  he  could  say,  that  such  an  invitation 
implied  a  contradiction  of  every  spring  of  hu- 
man action,  there  being  no  principle  in  the 
breast  of  man,  either  civilized  or  barbarian, 

which  caq  impel  him  to  invite  another  to  make 

an  attack  upon  the  articles  of  his  fftith  and  the 
I  sanctity  of  his  God.    Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  B* 
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said  that  the  Brethren  (for  by  that  name  they 
began  to  be  known)  established  themselves  in 
the  village  of  SheKomeko,  which,  if  it  now 
stands,  will  be  fonnd  between  the  rivers  Hud- 
son and  Oonnectlcnt,  some  fifty  miles  west  of 
Hartford.  It  was  a  principal  town  of  the  Ma- 
hikender  tribe,  and  the  Brethren  immediately 
established  a  school  and  a  church,  and  had  the 
most  Wjonderful  success  in  teaching  and  con- 
verting. To  do  justice  to  their  labors,  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  would  read  the  account  given  of  it 
by  their  own  historian,  Loskiel : 

*'  In  July  the  new  cbapd  at  Shekomeko  was  finish- 
ed and  consecrated ;  some  of  the  Elders  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Bethlehem  being  present.  The  congre- 
gation nsoally  met  eveiy  forenoon  to  hear  a  dis- 
course delivered  npon  some  text  of  scriptore.  Every 
evening  a  hymn  was  song.  A  monthly  prayer  day 
was  likewise  established,  on  which  accoonts  were 
read  concerning  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  and  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion made  unto  God  for  all  men,  with  thanksg^vingr 
The  prayer  days  were  pecnliariy  agreeable  to  the  In- 
dians :  especially  because  they  hem  that  Ihey  were 
remembered  in  prayer  by  so  many  children  of  God 
in  other  places.  Both  on  these  days  and  on  all  festi- 
val days,  Shekomeko  was  all  alive,  and  it  may  be 
said  with  truth,  that  the  beUevers  showed  forth  the 
death  of  the  Lord  both  early  and  late.  One  day  above 
one  hundred  savages  came  thither  on  a  visit,  and 
one  of  the  missionaries  observed,  that,  whereyer  two 
were  standing  together,  our  Lord  Jesus  and  his  love 
to  sinners,  as  the  cause  of  his  bitter  sufferings,  was 
the  subject  of  conversation.'* 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  history  went  on  to  show 
that  the  converted  Indians  increased  in  number 
and  grace  until  they  became  an  example  to  the 
people  of  Connecticut.  He  mentioned  particu- 
larly the  case  of  a  certain  Justice  of  the  peace, 
as  related  by  Loskiel,  who  came  to  Shekomeko 
to  find  out  whether  any  thing  was  going  on 
there  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and 
who  was  made  ashamed  of  himself  by  the  godly 
walk  and  conversation  of  the  Indians,  and  re- 
tamed  home  rebuked  and  edified  by  their  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  continuing  to  increase  in 
numbers  and  to  widen  their  theatre,  the  Breth- 
ren appeared  in  Pennsylvania  among  the  Dela- 
wares  and  Shawnese,  then  in  sreat  numbers 
upon  the  Susquehanna  River  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Philadelphia.  He  mentioned  Nain, 
Shamokin,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  and  many 
other  places,  as  founded  at  this  time  and  filled 
with  converted  Indians,  and  read  from  Loskiel 
to  show  that  a  single  congregation  consisted  of 
five  hundred  converts,  and  that  the  schools 
were  thronged  with  girls  and  boys,  divided 
into  regular  classes,  and  making  wonderful  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  He  alluded  to  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Franklin  about  these  establblmoients,  but 
passed  on  to  the  Muskingum,  on  the  Ohio,  where 
the  vanguard  of  the  Brethren  arrived  about  ^e 
year  1770.  Here  they  founded  the  towns  of 
Gnadenhtltten,  Schoenbnmn,  and  New  Salem, 
and  were  proceeding  with  tneir  usual  success, 
as  testified  by  the  historian,  when  the  settle- 


ments were  broken  up,  and  themselves  dispers- 
ed by  the  troubles  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
It  was  not  until  after  the  return  of  peace  in 
1788  that  they  could  return  to  their  labors,  and 
about  this  time  they  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  Ajnerican  Government,  and  to  receive 
from  it  promises  of  aid,  in  consideration  of  their 
great  success  in  teaching  and  converting  the 
Lidians.  He  read  from  Losldel,  to  show  that 
the  Brethren  were  now  full  of  courage  and  con- 
fidence ;  that  the  schools  and  churches  flourish- 
ed; that  the  young  especially  exceeded  the 
old;  that  their  converts,  in  the  whole,  had 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  persons,  ^^  which 
they  considered  to  be  a  stock  large  enough  to 
be  a  light  of  the  Lord  shining  into  many  hea- 
then nations,  for  the  eternal  salvation  of  their 
immortal  souls." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  to  these  Indians  that  the 
resolutions  referred;  for  their  use  that  twelve 
thousand  acres  of  land  were  granted,  and  it  wss 
their  present  number  and  actual  condition  which 
he  wished  to  learn.  He  said,  it  was  about  this 
time  that  the  Brethren,  with  others,  became  in- 
corporated, under  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
name  of  "  The  Society  of  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen." 
The  usual  privileges  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  have 
and  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  were  im- 
parted to  it,  and  it  was  to  this  society  that  the 
land  in  question  was  granted  in  trust  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  Ohristian  Indians  of  the  towns 
he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  submitted,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
which  they  contemplated.  He  said  the  grant 
conveyed  nothing  but  the  use  of  the  land,  and 
that  upon  a  precise  limitation.  If  the  use  had 
failed,  the  limitation  had  attached,  and  the 
ground  returned  to  the  grantor.  He  said  it 
would  have  been  idle  in  him  to  undertake  to 
put  the  Senate  upon  this  inquiry,  without  be- 
mg  able  to  sugsest  a  failure  of  the  use;  be 
therefore  made  the  suggestion,  but  without  go- 
ing into  particulars,  hoping  that  the  Senators 
from  Ohio,  so  much  more  competent  than  him- 
self would  do  the  Senate  that  favor. 

Mr..  B.  said  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Indians, 
and  an  enemy  to  the  abuse  of  charities.  He 
believed  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
on  public  and  private  charity,  in  the  name  of 
humanity  to  Indians.  He  dia  not  include  all 
missionaries  in  this  censure.  He  knew  that  the 
best  men  upon  earth  had  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness from  the  purest  and  and  most  disinterested 
motives.  He  knew  that  the  early  history  of 
North  and  South  America  was  full  of  such  ex- 
amples— examples  of  men  who,  braving  all 
dangers  and  hardships,  died  at  the  stake  in 
flames  and  tortures,  martyrs  to  their  zeal  to 
carry  the  light  of  the  gospel  into  the  darkest 
regions.  Still  he  believed  tnat  great  abuses  had 
been  committed,  and  he  could  hold  it  but 
little  short  of  an  abuse  to  attempt,  at  this  day, 
with,  the  experience  of  three  hundred  years  be- 
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fore  our  our  eyes,  to  raise  money  from  the  weak 
and  credulous  for  the  purpose  of  oonyerting  the 
Lidiaos.    He  said  we  had  the  experience  of 
three  hundred  years,  and  evety  year  of  it  would 
ftunish  illustrations  of  the  truth  of  his  position; 
bot  he  would  only  go  haok  two  hund^,  and 
that  for  the  sake  of  a  single  example.    Canada 
was  then  just  discovered — the  French  held  it — 
Henry  Fv .  was  then  on  the  throne,  and  the 
JnsQit  Father  Cotton  was  his  confessor.    This 
JeBuit  conceived  the  design  of  converting  the 
Canada  Indiana,  and  the  first  question  with  him 
was  to  raise  the  ways  and  means.    Mau,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  an  excitable  animal  and  woman  still 
more  sa,  and,  above  all,  a  French  man  and  a 
French  woman.    The  Jesuit  knew  this ;  so  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  ladies  of  the  Court 
and  dty  of  Paris.    The  effect  was  electric. 
High  and  low  rushed  into  the  project    £ne- 
jDies  in  every  thing  else,  united  in  this.    Mary 
of  Medicis,  wife  of  the  King,  and  the  Marchion- 
OB  Yemenil,  his  mistress,  vied   with   each 
other  in  the  profusion  of  their  donations.    The 
Dnchessea  IrAiguiUon  and  Lesdigui^res,  and 
the  Countess   Gfuercheville,  figured  in  their 
train.    The  gazettes  of  the  day  were  spangled 
with  the  names  and  titles  of  female  patronesses 
of  minions.    Money,  dothes,  and  valuable  ef- 
fects, flowed  in  upon  the  Jesuit.    Touug  ladies 
were  even  sent  to  Canada  to  nurse  the  sick 
Christian  Indians,  and  that  superb  establish- 
ment in  Quebec,  the  ffotel  Dieu^  was  founded 
by  the  Duchess  D'AiguiUon  for  an  Indian  hos- 
pitaL    To  repay  so  much  liberality  the  Jesuit 
misionaries  sent  back  the  most  wonderful  ac- 
eoonts  of  their  success.    According  to  their  re- 
ports, the  Six  KatioDs,  and  divers  other  na- 
tions, were  converted,  and  the  island  of  Or- 
ieana^  below  Quebec,  contained  six  hundred 
Indian   monks   and  nuns,  regularly  divided 
male  and  female,  into  two  distinct  societies.* 
The  zeal  of  the  ladies  rose  to  frenzy,  and  Fa- 
ther Cotton  had  to  moderate  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  French  Calvinists,  all 
the  while,  insisted  that  the  Jesuits  were  doing 
no  good  to  the  Indians,  but  acquiring  much 
power  and  riches  for  themselves — ^for  which 
they  were,  of  course,  stigmatized  by  the  Jesuits 
as  the  enemies  of  the  Indians.  On  which  side 
the  better  reason  was,  might  be  guessed  at 
from  the  £aot,  that,  when  the  English  Govern- 
ment succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Cana- 
dai^  they  found  the  Jesuits  in  possession  of  very 
few  converts^  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  very 
large  revenues;  no  less  than  forty-four  thousand 
doUars  per  annum,  which  went  to  the  British 
crown  upon  the  extinction  of  the  order,  some 
jears  ago:  and  there  ended  the  charities  of 
Pirisian  ladies  in  favor  of  converting  American 
Indiana. 


*  '*Le  4Mslr  dHmlter  Ureine  des  vleivM,  falaoit  embrsMer 
b  effibftt  k  nn  trte  grand  nombre  des  fllles ;  et  la  condalto 
edttuita  de  ees  ^pouaes  de  Jeana  rendolt  respectable,  parmi 
Its  MOTagca.  un  etat  qui,  pen  d^ann^es  aoparaTaDtf  y  avolt 
<te  BaiprSe.**— CSborlaw^  HisMretUki  iTowoiUt  France, 
TiLa,pci«50u 


But,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  not  Father  Cotton 
and  the  ladies  only  who  had  tried  this  business 
and  failed  in  it.  All  the  Kings  of  France,  frt)m 
the  discovery  of  Canada  in  1600,  to  the  cession 
of  that  province  and  Louinana  in  1763,  had 
made  the  same  experiment,  with  the  same  won- 
derful success  in  the  beginning,  and  the  same 
miserable  result  in  the  end.  In  the  reigns  of 
the^e  kings,  the  missionaries  covered  Uie  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried  their  adventurous 
zeal  to  the  shores  of  Lakes  Superior  and  Win- 
nipeg, and  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchiwine 
River,  everywhere  converting  nations,  and 
building  chapels,  and  bringing  to  their  altars 
innumerable  worshippers  of  the  only  true  and 
living  Gk)d.  And,  yet,  what  is  the  present 
fruit  of  all  this  labor  ?  If  a  traveller  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  should  inquire  for  the 
monuments  of  that  time,  and  of  that  work,  he 
might  be  pointed  to  the  walls  of  a  ilEdlen  down 
house  in  the  village  of  Kaskaskia,  and  told 
*'*'  that  was  the  Jesuits*  College ;"  he  might  be 
pointed  to  a  stream  of  water  below  St.  Louis 
called  La  Hiviere  des  Fires,  (river  of  the 
fathers,)  and  to  another  above  cialled  La  J?io- 
iere  des  Moines  (river  of  the  Monks) — and  in- 
formed that  these  walls,  and  these  names,  are 
the  only  vestiges  which  now  remain  of  all  the 
labors  of  that  powerful  order  in  this  magnificent 
valley. 

Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Lake  Superior,  and  said  it 
was  the  same  thing  there.  The  site  of  the 
chapel  which  contained  800  worshippers  in  the 
time  of  Charlevoix,  was  now  unknown.  Nay, 
more :  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  missiona- 
ries had  ever  been  there,  was  itself  in  danger  of 
being  lost.  He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander MoKenzie,  for  asserting  that  this  knowl- 
edge, even  thirty  years  affo,  was  confined  to 
the  stream  of  tradition,  ana  to  the  memorv  of 
some  superannuated  old  men.  If  such  had 
been  the  fruit  of  missions  patronized  by  such 
men  as  Henry  lY.  and  the  Duke  of  Sully,  Louis 
XIU.,  Cardinal  Richelieu,  Louis  XIY.,  and  the 
great  Colbert,  led  by  an  order  who,  for  energy 
and  devotion,  have  been  styled  the  Janissaries 
of  the  Papal  throne,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  despair  of  any  great  success 
from  our  empty  pockets  and  discordant  forces. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  covered  no  more 
ground  than  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  re- 
quired, and  he  had  done  so  designedly.  He 
had  seen  in  a  gazette  of  tiie  city  the  copy  of  a 
constitution,  and  a  list  of  the  grand  dignitaries 
of  a  vast  society  announced  for  the  conversion 
of  Indians.  The  list  embraced  aU  Presidents 
and  Ex-Presidents ;  all  Secretaries  of  War,  and 
State,  and  Treasury,  and  Navy ;  all  Judges  and 
Governors,  Generals  and  Conmiodores,  Preach- 
ers and  Schoolmasters,  and  all  members,  present 
and  to  come,  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  found  himself  included  in, the  list, 
certainly  without  his  knowledge,  and'  equally 
certain  without  his  approbation.  He  had, 
therefore,  made  this  exposition  of  his  senti* 
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ments  to  show  that  he  did  not  oountenanoe  the 
views  of  tiie  society.  He  was  laid  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  doing  so,  for  the  constitution  and  list 
is  printed  in  this  city ;  the  elections  are  said  to 
have  taken  place  in  this  city ;  all  is  done,  as  it 
would  seem  abroad,  in  our  very  presence ;  and, 
if  we  do  not  except  to  the  procedure,  we  agree 
to  it ;  silence  gives  consent.  And  what  impo- 
sitions may  not  be  practised  ?  The  ninth  art;de 
of  this  constitution,  creates  a  Ck)mmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means — ^five  the  complement,  and 
three  the  quorum.  This  committee  is  eigoined 
**  to  devise  and  prosecute  to  effect  the  measures 
most  practicable,  and  best  adapted  to  supply 
the  Society^s  treasury  with  the  necessary  fbnda 
to  carry  on  its  operations."  This  quorum  of 
three  are  the  soul  of  the  Society ;  tiiey  are  to 
raise  the  wind t  How?  Nobody  knows.  Who 
are  they?  Nobody  knows.  What  may  they 
not  do  in  the  name  of  this  redoubtable  society  I 
They  may  run  subscriptions  through  all  parts 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  who  could  nave 
the  courage  to  refuse  a  mite  to  such  a  formida- 
ble array  of  beggars  ?  The  weak  and  credulous 
would  give  what  was  due  to  their  children, 
their  servants^  or  their  poor  neighbors,  under 
the  delusive  idea  that  the  great  men  whose 
names  they  saw,  were  seriously  engaged  in 
converting  Indians,  and  would  faithMly  apply 
all  that  was  received  to  tiiat  object  * 

y&r.  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  said,  in  answer  to  the 
call  thus  made  on  him,  by  the  gentieman  from 
Missouri,  that  he  could  oidy  observe  that  he 
was  unable  to  ^ve  an  estimate,  tolerably  cor- 
rect, of  the  value  of  the  property  of  Ohio,  pos- 
sessed by  the  United  Bretlu*en.  He  believed 
that  the  cultivated  portion  of  tiieir  grant  was 
comparatively  small,  and,  to  all  appearance,  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  could  not  be  very  con- 
siderable ;  he  was  uninformed  what  might  have 
been  the  amount,  as  well  as  its  application. 
The  State  of  Ohio,  for  several  years,  exempted 
the  land  from  taxation.  In  the  course  of  time, 
since  the  first  Moravian  mission  was  sent  to 
the  Tuscarawas,  (now  fifty  years  or  more,)  it 
would  seem,  from  their  own  accounts,  that 
their  zeal  for  propagating  the  gospel  had  been 
so  sucoessfol  as  to  assemble  a  large  congrega- 
tion of  Indians,  whom  they  had  converted  to 
Christianity,  which  congregation  has  now  be- 
come nearly  extinct ;  owing  to  massacre,  wars, 
and  dispersion,  together  with  many  of  the  vices 
that  usually  attended  a  degraded  commxmity, 
so  that  the  unfortunate  Indians,  in  that  region, 
under  the  special  protection  of  the  Brethren, 
have  dwindled  to  a  few  families ;  comprehend- 
ing, in  all,  perhaps  twenty  individuals,  inhabit- 
ing a  wretched  namlet,  called  Goshen,  on  the 

*  These  oondading  sentences  uiTellod  the  otjectirhlch 
this  speech  had  In  view,  which  otherwise  might  not  seem 
to  h«Te  any  practical  application.  It  was  to  bring  the  pab- 
lic  mind  to  consider  what  must  happen  to  this  formidable 
Society,  by  showing  what  had  happened  to  all  such  torn  the 
discovery  of  the  two  Americas.  The  speech  had  the  de- 
itred  efbct,  and  the  Society  expired  la  the  birth. 


Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum;  exhibit- 
ing, like  the  persons  of  the  natives,  an  appear- 
ance of  squalid  wretchedness.  They  have 
among  them  a  resident  from  the  society,  and 
are  said  to  cultivate  a  common  field  in  a  nide 
and  imperfect  manner.  This  remnant  shows 
no  symptoms  of  mental  improvement ;  but,  on 
tiie  contrary,  many  marks  of  their  degradation 
appear  in  their  idleness^  want^  and  habits  of  in- 
toxication among  the  men.  As  the  condition 
of  these  Indians,  to  whom  the  professed  benevo- 
lence of  the  United  Brethren  has  been  extend 
ed,  seems,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  no  way  improved; 
the  ostensible  object  of  that  same  misnon,  in 
which  Mr.  Heckewelder  spent  above  forty 
years,  has  totally  failed. 

Mr.  LowBix,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that, 
on  hearing  the  resolutions  read,  he  had  no  ob* 
jections  to  their  passage.  He  was  always  in 
favor  of  information  on  every  subject  where 
there  was  any  allegation  of  mismanagement,  or, 
as  in  this  case,  a  failure  of  the  use.  Of  the 
present  case,  he  knew  nothing  on  either  side, 
and  he  should  not  have  said  a  word,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  ^eheral  remarks  of  the  gentieman 
from  Missouri,  which  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  perfectiy  gratuitous,  at  loast  he  was  not 
able  to  see  their  application  to  the  resolutions 
now  under  consideration.  He  did  not  like  dis- 
cussions of  this  kind  to  be  brought  before  the 
Senate,  unless  arising  out  of  the  business  im- 
mediately before  us.  Should  it  become  neces- 
sary to  discuss  this  subject,  he,  Mr.  L.,  believed 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  give  a  very  differ- 
ent view  of  the  subject  from  that  given  by  tiie 
gentieman  frt>m  Missouri.  Without  denying 
the  facts  adduced,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  produce 
other  facts  which  would  place  the  subject  in 
another  light,  and  he  had  long  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  comiiu^  to  a  correct  conclusion,  to  hear 
both  sides,  n  there  have  been  mistakes  on 
this  subject  it  is  not  sui^riaing,  and  fh)m  those 
very  mistakes  information  would  be  derived. 
It  was  likely  that  those  engaged  in  this  benevo- 
lent business  had,  at  the  first,  kept  too  much 
out  of  view  the  necessity  of  teadiing  the  In- 
dians agriculture  and  the  common  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  The  proceedings  of  the  different 
misnonary  societies  show  that  this  error  is  now 
corrected.  He  did  not  intend  to  engage  farther 
in  the  discussion.  He  would  not  nave  said  a 
word  had  it  not  been  that  an  inference  in  &vor 
of  such  general  remarks  miffht  have  been  drawn 
from  the  droumstance  of  weir  being  permitted 
to  pass  in  silence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions ;  and  they  were  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 
Death  of  Mr,  Finkney. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  It  has  become  my  painfiil 
duty  to  announce  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy 
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fiict,  that  mj  much  esteemed  and  distlDguished 
colleagae  is  no  more.  An  attempt  to  excite 
the  sympathies  of  the  Senate  for  a  loss  so  great, 
and  so  afflicting,  would  betray  a  suspicion  of 
^elr  sensibility,  and  would  do  injustice  to  the 
memory  of  him  whose  loss  we  must  all  sin- 
cerely deplore.  This  chamber,  sir,' has  been 
one  of  the  fields  of  his  fame.  You  have  seen 
him  in  his  strength.  Ton  have  seen  him  the 
admiration  of  the  Senate ;  the  pride  of  his  na- 
tive State ;  the  ornament  of  his  oonntry.  He  is 
tuna  no  more.  But,  for  his  friends  and  rela- 
tives, there  is  consolation  beyond  the  grave.  I 
hunUy  and  firmly  trust,  that  he  now  reposes 
on  the  bosom  of  his  Grod. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolve,  prefacing  it  with 
&e  observation,  that,  although  the  Senate  and 
the  oonntry  knew  and  honored  the  public  char- 
acter of  the  deceased,  he  had  known  him  as  a 
man,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  the  loss 
which  they  had  all  sustained : 

BemUved,  mianimou^y.  That  a  committee  be  ap* 
pointed  to  take  order  for  saperintendiDg  the  funenl 
of  the  Honotable  Whxiam  Pqiknxt,  wmch  will  take 
place  to-moROw  moining,  at  eleven  o'clock ;  that  the 
Senate  will  attend  the  same ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  given  to  the  Hoose  of  Representatives. 

On  balloting  for  a  committee,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen : 

Mr.  KisQ  of  New  York,  Mr.  Macon  of  North 
Oarolina.  Mr.  Babboub  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Rod- 
5nr  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Wiluaks  of  Mis- 
siasippL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  it  was 
also  nnanimonsly 

Retohedf  That  the  memben  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
■aoere  desire  of  showing  everjr  marie  of  respect  dne 
to  the  memoiy  of  the  Honorable  William  Pdikiibt, 
deBeasedy  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  moom- 
iBg  for  him  one  mo^th,  by  the  nsoal  mode  of  wear- 
iz^  a  crape  ronnd  the  left  arm. 

Rttolved^  tnammouBly,  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  the  Honorable  William 
YnaoKTf  the  Senate  do  now  a^jonm. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  accordingly. 


Thubsdat,  February  28, 

Landifor  EducaUon. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  dji7,  took  np,  in  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole, 
the  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Llotd.  on  the  10th  of  January,  and  postponed 
from  tune  to  time  to  this  day : 

Re9ot»ed^  That  appropriations  of  territoiy  for  the 
pozpoaea  of  edacation,  shoold  be  made  to  those 
Slafeea  in  whose  favor  no  snoh  appropriations  have 
been  made,  corresponding  in  a  jnst  proportion  widi 
fliose  heretofore  made  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 

Bemdvedf  That  the  foregoing  resolntion  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
MQ  pnrsaAztt  thereto. 

Mr.  Lix>TD  roee,  and  addressed  the  Senate 


about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  support  of  the 
right,  the  equity,  and  the  ezpediencv  of  the 
object  proposed  in  the  resolution:  when,  not 
having  concluded  tlie  remarks  whion  he  wished 
to  offer  on  the  subject,  he  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  to  be  permitted  to  conclude  them 
to-morrow ;  and,  thereupon,  the  resolution  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  laid  on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  March  1. 

AppropriatioTu/or  holding  Indian  Treaties. 

The  following  Message,  from  the  Presii>kht 
OF  THE  United  States,  was  received  yester- 
day: 

To  the  Senate  qf  the  United  States: 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  lltii  of  April,  1820,  for  holding  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  extingoishment  of  the  Indian  titie  to  lands  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  porsoant  to  the  fourth  condition 
of  the  first  article  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession,  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Geoigia,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  a 
treaty  was  held  with  the  Creek  Nation,  the  expense 
of  which,  upon  the  settlement  of  the  acoonnts  of  the 
commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  condnct  tiie 
negotiation,  was  ascertained  to  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$24,696,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum 
appropriated,  of  |5,805 ;  a  sum '  too  small  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  witii  the  Cherokees,  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  act  making  the  appropriation.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  being  still  desirous  that  a 
treaty  should  be  held  for  further  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  that  State,  and  to  ob- 
tain an  indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  for 
property  of  considerable  value,  which  has  been  taken 
from  them  by  the  Cherokee  Indians^  I  submit  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  a 
furtiier  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  the 
former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the  ex-. 
penses  attending  a  treaty  with  them,  may  be  appro- 
priated, should  Congress  deem  it  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHisoTOif,  Feb.  25, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

lands  for  Education. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolntion 
relative  to  an  appropriation  of  public  land  to 
the  old  States,  for  education. 

Mr.  Lloyd  resnmed  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  yesterday  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  occupied  the  floor  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  Illinois,  next  rose,  and 
spoke  nearly  two  hours  against  the  resolution, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  notwithstanding  that  anv  op- 
position to  the  resolution  upon  your  table,  on 
the  part  of  the  Representatives  of  the  new 
States,  has  been  denounced  as  **  disreputable  to 
their  characters  for  honesty  and  justice,''  not 
only  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  and 
patriotic  public  journals,  but  also  by  one  of  the 
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most  respectable  Btates  of  the  Union ;  jet,  sir, 
a  sense  of  datj  will  not  permit  me  to  decline 
an  investigation  of  the  subject,  hopeless  as  it 
may  be  to  oppose  my  feeble  efforts  to  the  tran- 
scendent abilities  with  which  the  proposition 
under  consideration  has  been  supported,  and, 
unpleasant  as  it  is,  to  subject  myself  to  imputa- 
tions, which  the  zeal  of  many  of  its  ablest  advo- 
cates affords  me  but  little  prospect  of  escaping. 
I  shall,  however,  careftilly  endeavor  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  in 
treating  the  subject  with  such  deference  to  the 
feelings  of  others,  as  to  fhrni^  no  ground  of 
exception  to  any  gentleman,  with  whom  it  may 
be  my  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion ;  and  per- 
mit me  to  say,  sir,  that  equally  with  tl)e  gentle- ' 
man  from  Maryland,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages of  education,  regarding  it  as  a  most  efficient 
means  of  increasing  the  virtue,  knowledge,  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  of  imparting  addi- 
tional moral  power,  stability,  and  embellish- 
ment to  our  republican  institutions,  it  would 
afford  me  the  sinoerest  gratification,  to  unite 
with  him  in  any  just  and  proper  measure  for 
the  advancement  of  that  important  object. 
But,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  doubtful,  at 
least,  whether  Congress  can  rightfully  adopt, 
for  that  purpose,  the  measure  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  appropriation  which  we  are  asked  to 
make,  is  avowed  to  be  for  a  mere  State  pur- 
pose, and  in  that  point  of  view,  I  shall  proceed 
to  consider  it  under  every  modification  of  which 
it  is  susceptible.  The  question  then  is,  can  the 
resources  of  this  nation  be  thus  applied?  This 
should  be  tested  by  principle  rather  than  by 
the  "  precedents  upon  precedents  "  referred  to 
and  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land :  for  this  Government  is  much  too  young 
to  acknowledge  the  force  of  any  precedents  not 
founded  upon,  and  much  less  of  those  which 
are  in  opposition  to  principle ;  and  gentlemen 
who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  an  ar- 
gument deduced  from  mere  "precedents,  in  the 
present  case,  ought  to  recollect  how  littie  in- 
clined they  would  he  to  respect  such  authority, 
in  a  variety  of  other  cases  that  might  be  refer- 
red to. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  may, 
I  presume,  safely  premise  that  the  duties, 
powers,  and  objects,  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Governments,  are  separate  and  distinct;  that 
the  success  oi  our  whole  governmental  experi- 
ment, and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this 
nation,  depend  upon  the  fidelity  and  wisdom 
with  which  those  governments  respectively  dis- 
charge their  appropriate  functions.  Each  gov- 
ernment has,  for  those  important  pun>ose8, 
and  as  necessary  thereto,  its  own  particular  re- 
sources, which  cannot  be  yielded  up,  or  misap- 
plied, without  impairing  its  capacity  to  fulfil 
the  objects  of  its  institution ;  for  nothing  could 
be  more  nugatory  than  a  grant  of  powers  with- 
out the  means  of  executing  them.  The  re- 
Bources  of  this  Government  are  found  from  ex- 


perience to  be,  at  this  time,  inadequate  to  its 
wants ;  any  measure,  therefore,  whose  tendenoj 
would  be  further  to  embarrass  and  cripple  ite 
operations,  must  be  deemed  highly  ineiq>edient 
at  least 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  appears  to  have  reviewed,  with 
critical  accuracy,  all  the  events  connected  with 
the  acquisition  of  the  national  domain;  and  he 
has,  with  great  perspicuity,  traced  out  the  ori- 
gin, and  demonstrated  the  validity,  of  our  title 
to  it.    But,  sir,  whether  it  has  been  acquired 
by  conquest,  cessions  from  particular  States,  or 
purchases  from  foreign  powers,  one  thing  is 
undeniable — ^it  has  doubtless  been  acquired  by, 
and  exclusively  belongs  to  the  Conroderation, 
or  Union.    It  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as 
national,  and  not  State  property,  and,  by  £ur 
inference,  is  applicable  only  to  national  and  not 
State  objects.    It  is  true,  as  contended  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that  it  is  a  common  fund, 
in  which  aU  the  States  are  interested.    So,  sir, 
is  the  revenue,  and  every  other  species  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  all  of  which  the  interest  of  the  States  is  pre- 
cisely the  same.    Being  a  common  fund,  appli- 
cable to  the  use  and  support  of  the  General 
Government,  the  States  can  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  it  only  in  its  just  and  legitimate  application 
to  national  purposes.    I  hold  it,  therefore,  that 
no  State  can  rightfully  claim,  and  of  course  to 
none  can   be  granted,  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinct use,  and  enjoyment  of,  the  property,  or 
funds  of  the  nation,  in  consequence  of  a  right 
to  a  common  participation  therein. 

Independent,  however,  of  these  general  con- 
siderations, the  adoption  qf  the  proposed  meas- 
ure is,  I  think»  forbidden  by  a  just  regard  to  the 
positive  stipulations  of  the  United  States  which 
ceded  the  public  domain  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Let  us,  sidd  Mr.  E.,  for  a 
moment,  attend  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  those  cessions  were  made,  which  have 
been  so  eloquently  narrated  and  commented 
upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

During  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  which 
eventiiated  so  happily,  in  the  establ^hment  of 
our  liberty  and  independence,  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  nation  had  been  exhausted ;  and. 
at  the  close  of  the  contest,  it  found  itself  loaded 
with  a  heavy  debt,  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  which  it  had  not  the  means  of  dis- 
charging ;  but  which  every  dictate  of  justice^ 
honor,  and  gratitude,  required  should  be  pro- 
vided for,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  by 
every  means  which  the  nation  could  com- 
mand. 

Several  of  the  States  claimed  large  tracts  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  territory  in  the 
Western  country,  as  being  within  their  char- 
tered limits.  These  claims  had  long  been  the 
subject  of  much  animated,  and  sometimes  irri- 
tating discussion,  as  is  sufficiently  obvious  from 
the  authorities  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  States  which  had  no  part  in 
those  lands,  had  earnestly  insisted  that,  if  the 
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dominion  over  them  should  be  established  bj 
the  common  force  and  treasure  of  the  United 
Btates,  thej  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  oom- 
moa  fund  for  defraying  tne  expenses  of  the 
war.  Congress,  appealing  to  the  generosity, 
magnanimity,  and  patriotism,  of  the  States 
having  those  claims,  nad  recommended  and  so- 
licited liberal  cessions  of.  a  portion  of  them,  for 
the  same  purposes — ^promising,  as  inducements 
thereto,  by  the  very  resolution  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  read  to  you,  that  all  the 
lands  which  might  be  so  ceded  or  relinquished, 
ahonld  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  should  be  set- 
tied  and  formed  into  distinct  Republican  States, 
which  should  be  admitted  into  the  Federal 
Union;  and  that  the  regulations  for  granting 
and  for  settling  those  lan£  should  be  prescribed 
bj  Congress. 

The  States  thus  appealed  to,  yielding  at 
laogth  to  a  laudable  spirit  of  harmony  and  con- 
ciliation, made  the  cessions  which  had  been  re- 
quested of  them — ^not,  however,  without  stipu- 
lating very  explicitly  that  those  lands  should  be 
considered  as  a  common  fand  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Union,  as  it  then  was,  or  thereaf- 
ter might  be ;  and  that  they  should  be  faithfully 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  common  pur- 
pose^ ^  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 


soever 


n 


The  United  States,  therefore,  having  solicited 
and  accepted  of  the  cessions  upon  such  terms — 
under  such  circumstances — Shaving  bound  them- 
selves, by  solemn  compact,  to  dispose  of  those 
lands  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Union — 
**aiid  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever," 
Coiurees  cannot  now,  I  think,  consistently  with 
good  fiuth  and  honor,  disregard  those  solemn 
engagements,  by  withdrawing  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  the  fund  so  surrendered,  from  the 
nae  of  the  Union,  and  appropriating  it  to  that 
of  any  one  or  more  States. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  £.,  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  embrace  the  whole  of  those  lands.  If, 
then,  yoa  can  withdraw  any  part  of  them  from 
the  use  for  which  they  were  specially  solicited, 
ceded,  and  accepted,  where,  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
the  gentlenoan  from  Maryland,  is  the  limit  to 
your  power  over  them  f  Why  may  you  not  as 
well  make  partition  of  the  whole  of  them  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union  ?  And  how  then 
would  yon  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  ?  IFlrst,  that  the  regulations  for  granting 
and  settling  those  lands  should  be  prescribed 
by  Congress.  Secondlv,  that  they  should  be 
settled;  and,  thirdly,  wat  being  settled,  they 
ahoold  be  formed  into  distinct  Republican 
States,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union. 
It  cannot  be  contended  that  we  are  competent 
to  delegate  powers  for  such  purposes  to  the 
ficatea,  for,  if  that  be  the  case,  there  are  no 
powers  with  which  wo  are  invested,  that  might 
not,  with  equal  proprie^,  be  transferred. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr,  £.,  it  is  no  answer  to 
these  objections  to  contepd,  as  the  gentleman 
fiom  Marvland  seems  to  do,  that  the  claims  of 


the  ceded  States  were  not  just  and  valid ;  for, 
however  defec^ve  they  may  have  been  origi- 
nally, the  United  States,  by  accepting  of  the 
cessions  upon  special  conditions,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  having  admitted  the  right,  and  bound 
themselves  to  comply  with  the  conditions: 
otherwise,  there  could  be  no  faith  and  confi- 
dence reposed  in  any  a^ustment,  arrangement, 
or  contract,  with  Government.  [Here  Mr. 
Llotd  rose  and  explained  the  remarks  he  had 
made;  and  having  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  £. 
again  'proceeded.] 

But,  sir,  let  us  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the 
appropriation  we  are  called  upon  to  make.  In- 
stead of  the  **  small  slice,"  as  described  by  the 
gentieman  from  Maryland,  it  is  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  about  ten  millions  of  acres  of  the  na- 
tional domain,  which,  at  the  average  price  at 
which  those  lands  have  hitherto  been  sold, 
would  produce  a  sum  nearly  equal,  if  not  en- 
tirely so,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  public  lands,  received  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
last  nineteen  or  twenty  years.  It  would  be 
needless  to  review  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances which,  in  this  period,  so  powerfully  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
from  this  source  of  our  revenue.  Similar  causes 
are  not  likely  to  recur  for  many  years  to  come ; 
and.  calculatmg  upon  the  sales  that  have  been 
made  since  those  causes  have  ceased  to  operate, 
a  much  longer  period,  probably  not  less  than 
double  that  length  of  time,  would  be  requisite 
to  effect  sales  to  the  same  amount. 

What  tiben,  Mr.  President,  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  granting  this  quantity  of  land  to 
the  States,  in  whose  favor  it  is  applied  for  ?  It 
surely  cannot  be  seriously  intended  to  vest  the 
old  States  with  the  power  to  plant  colonies  of 
tenants  in  the  new  ones.  This  would  be  im- 
practicable, andj  to  those  States,  utterly  useless. 
Waiving  other  miportant  considerations,  which 
I  forbear  even  to  allude  to.  the  vast  extent  of 
the  national  domain,  and  the' cheapness  of  un- 
improved lands,  thank  God  for  it,  afford  but 
litUe  prospect  of  renting  such  lands  to  advan- 
tage, or  of  even  having  them  settied  and  im- 
proved for  the  use  of  them. 

The  object,  then,  must  be  either  to  authorize 
the  States  to  dispose  of  the  land,  or  that  this 
Government  shall  become  their  auctioneer  for 
that  purpose.  The  former  would  be  transfer- 
ring to  those  States  a  power  exclusively  dele- 
gated to  Congress — a  right  to  do  that  which, 
according  to  the  stipulations  before  referred  to^ 
can  only  be  performed  by  Congress.  For,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that,  if  you  cannot  vest  in 
the  States  the  right  to  dispose  of  their  respec- 
tive interests  in  the  whole  of  the  public  lands, 
you  can  transfer  to  them  no  power  to  dis- 
pose of  any  part  of  them.  But,  sir,  supposing 
there  is  nothmg  solid  in  this  objection,  what  is 
to  be  the  effect  upon  your  Treasury,  of  author- 
izmg  the  States  to  sell  the  land  proposed  to  be 
granted  to  them  ?  They  must  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  you«    In  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
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their  sales,  whatever  they  maj  be.  yours  must 
be  diminished ;  because  not  only  toe  price,  the 
sale  of  land,  nsast  depend  upon  the  relation 
which  supply  bears  to  demand  ;  for  if  the  price 
be  so  low,  and  the  sapply  so  great,  that  it  ceases 
to  be  an  object  of  speculation,  there  can  be  no 
motive  to  purchase  it  but  for  cultivation.  As 
the  Government,  however,  would  still  have  an 
infinitely  greater  variety  of  lands  to  select  from, 
the  States  could  not  sell  at  all  to  any  extent 
without  underselling  the  Government.  This, 
therefore,  they  must  do,  otherwise  their  lands 
would  be  of  no  use  to  them.  BecoUect,  sir,  the 
millions  of  acres  which  you  have  granted  in 
military  bounties.  These  have  already  come 
into  competition  with  you  at  the  reduced  price 
of  twenty  to  forty  dollars  a  quarter  section,  and 
have  most  materially  curtailed  your  sales.  Add 
to  them  the  ten  millions  of  acres  now  proposed 
to  be  granted,  you  must  abolish  your  present 
system  of  sales,  and  abandon  your  minimum 
price  altogether,  or  dose  up  your  land  offices 
for  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years  to  come. 

Take,  then,  sir,  if  you  please,  the  other  alter- 
native, that  the  Government  shall  dispose  of  the 
land  for  the  benefit  of  t^ose  States.  To  this 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  there  can  be  no 
objection,  because  the  constitution  has  delegat- 
ed to  Congress  the  power  of  disposing  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  though  that  pow- 
er is,  by  express  stipulation,  and  plain  and  ob- 
vious inference,  coupled  with  the  positive  duty 
of  disposing  of  such  property  for  die  benefit  of 
the  Union.  Bv  this  plan,  however,  the  inju- 
rious effects  of  competition  might  be  avoided, 
and  the  present  minimum  price  preserved.  But, 
as  has  been  already  shown,  it  would  require 
some  twenty  years  at  least  to  dispose  of  the  land, 
though  not  an  acre  should,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union.  This 
woidd  indeed  be  transforming  Federal  into 
State  agents ;  abstracting  them  from  duties  for 
whose  performance  they  were  solely  created, 
and  devoting  them  to  a  pretty  long  servitude 
to  mere  State  purposes.  Now,  sir,  admitting 
we  have  a  right  to  give  away  the  land  to  the 
States,  whence  do  we  derive  the  power  to  con- 
stitute ourselves,  and  our  successors,  too,  their 
agents  and  trustees  ?  Or  to  convert  this  Gov- 
ernm^t  into  such  State  machinery  ? 

But,  sir,  putting  the  best  possible  aspect  upon 
this  plan,  it  can  amount  to  nothinff  less  thfm  a 
virtual  ^ant  of  money,  to  be  paia  out  of  the 
public  Treasury,  with  a  pledge  of  our  already 
pledged,  repledged,  triple,  quadruple,  quintuple 
pledged  public  lands,  for  its  payment.  Is,  then, 
that  a  proper  time  for  making  such  an  appro- 
priation, when  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  are 
not  more  than  adequate  to  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government  f  When  the  Government 
has  to  support  itself  by  loans  of  five  millions  at 
a  time?  And  when  every  man  in  the  nation, 
of  ordinary  sagacity,  must  be  convinced  that 
we  must  soon  resort  to  a  permanent  system  of 
internal  taxation  t  Sir,  said  Mr.  £.,  it  cannot 
be  disguised  from  the  people  of  this  nation,  that, 


in  proportion  as  we  misapply  or  impair  any  of 
the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  additional  bar- 
dens  must  be  imposed  upon  them.  And  can  it 
be  supposed  that  they  will  be  reconciled  to  an 
appropriation,  to  such  an  amount,  attended  with 
SQch  consequences,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  enforce  its 
application  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be 
granted? 

But,  sir,  what  is  to  be  the  extent  to  which 
the  new  doctrines  upon  which  the  present  pro- 
position is  supported,  are  to  lead  us  ?  One  falso 
step  begets  another.  If,  because  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  national  domain,  in  the  new 
States,  has  been  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
education  therein,  the  States  in  which  there  is 
no  public  land  are  entitled  to  an  appropriation 
of  equal  amount,  as  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  why  may  they  not,  with  equal 
propriety  and  Justice,  claim  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  pnblio 
land  for  a  different  purpose;  and  one,  too, 
which  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  but  has  been  several  times 
referred  to  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  ? 
By  stipulations  with  the  new  States,  one-twen- 
tieth of  those  proceeds  is  appropriated  to  the 
making  of  roads  in  and  leading  to  them.  Are 
not  roads,  as  well  as  education,  equally  neces- 
sary to  every  State  in  the  Union  ?  And  if  yoa 
grant  the  proposed  appropriation  for  tlie  sup- 
port of  education,  upon  the  principles  contend- 
ed for  by  the  gentleman  from  Mainland — ^not 
asked  as  a  favor,  but,  according  to  his  own 
language,  '^demanded  as  a  right ^' — upon  what 
ground  can  you  refuse  the  suggested  appropflria- 
tion  for  public  roads  ?  If  the  latter  be  granted, 
then  will  not  only  this  source  of  national  rev- 
enue be  completely  annihilated,  but  other 
sources  must  be  rendered  tributary  to  the 
States.  For  if  a  sum  equal  to  one-twentieth 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  land,  is  to 
be  granted  to  each  State,  then,  as  certainly  as 
that  twenty-twentieths  are  the  whole,  those 
proceeds  can  only  satisfy  twenty  States,  and  the 
balance  must  be  paid  out  of  some  other  branch 
of  the  revenue. 

In  short,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
no  more  right  to  grant  away  to  the  States  the 
funds,  than  the  powers  of  this  Government ; 
for,  take  frx>m  it  its  pecuniary  resources,  and 
destroy  its  character  for  good  faith,  it  would 
be  idle  mockery  to  pretend  to  talk  about  it 
powers. 


Monday,  March  4. 
Florida  Territorial  Government. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establi^ 
a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  sitting  in  discussing 
and  maturing  its  numerous  provisions ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  Mr.W alkkr  offered  an  amend- 
ment containing  provisions  for  annexing  a  part 
of  West  Florida  to  the  State  of  Alabama.   TIub 
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amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table.* 


MoKDAY,  March  4. 
The  Fraposed  Adjournment 

The  Senate  took  np  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Knro,  of  New  York,  on  Friday,  proposing 
that  the  present  session  be  a^Jonmed  on  the 
first  Monday  in  ApriL 

Mr.  K.  merely  observed  that  nothing  had  yet 
been  done;  that  nothing  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary and  necessary  bnsiness  of  the  session  would 
be  done  ;  and  it  was  better,  therefore,  to  ter- 
minate the  session. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  owing  to  the  larger  num- 
ber of  the  other  House,  it  was  true  it  had  not 
progressed  with  bnsiness  as  fut  as  the  Senate ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  it  could.  The 
great  noass  of  business  was  generally  considered 
and  acted  on  in  the  other  House  first;  they 
knew  what  ^ey  had  to  do,  and  it  was  better 
that  a  propositichi  to  fix  a  day  for  acyoumment 
should  come  from  that  House.  Though  much 
had  not  yet  been  done,  it  was  no  reason  that 
mach  should  not  be  done ;  but  it  could  not  be 
unless  time  sufficient  were  allowed.  If  the  ses- 
lioDs  should  be  limited  to  a  period  too  soon  for 
completing  the  public  business,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  bill  to  meet  earlier  at  the  next  ses- 
nun;  so  that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  a 
hasty  a^ionmment  It  was  certainly  too  soon 
to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment ;  there  was  much 
important  business  befi>re  both  Houses,  which 
ought  to  be  acted  on  deliberately ;  and  it  was 
impeasible  to  say  now  exactly  how  long  it  would 
lequire. 

Mr.  HoLMM,  of  Maine,  thought  it  was  time  to 
go  home ;  nothing  would  be  lost  by  postponing 
most  of  the  important  questions  now  before  Oon- 
gross  to  the  next  session ;  and  he  was  the  more 
in  iavor  of  an  early  adjournment,  as  it  would, 
he  hoped,  be  the  foundation  of  an  act  for  an 
earlier  meeting  of  the  next  session.  Under  the 
present  arrangement  of  t^e  meetings  and  ad- 
loomments  of  Ck>ngres&  the  Northern  members 
labored  under  the  distfdvantage  of  coming  and 
retoming  at  a  bad  season,  both  as  it  regarded 
the  weather  and  the  roads.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  one  session  should  be  sx  months  and  the 
other  three  months  long.  By  acyouming  earlier 
and  meeting  earlier,  every  altemate  session,  the 
aeaaions  would  be  equalized,  and  the  incon- 
▼euieooes  he  had  referred  to  would  be  done 
away. 

Mr.  Ejito,  of  New  York,  said,  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  the  President  gave  such  a  view 
of  the  public  affidrs  as  presented  very  little  busi- 
neasfbr  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The 
finanoea  of  the  country,  it  was  stated,  were  free 
from  difficulty,  the  income  being  sufficient  for 

•  Thl0  bin  eorresponded  with  the  ordinano«  of  1787,  with 
the  Bodifieatloii  which  had  been  nude  in  the  OrletoB  Ter- 
iftorial  bill,  «nd  with  the  exception  of  the  antl-eUyery 
and  loina  other  proTlelons  xehrting  to  aUTery. 


the  public  expenditures ;  and,  as  the  great  busi- 
ness of  the  money  affairs  of  the  nation  stood 
well,  there  was  not  much  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  which  demanded  the  attention  of 
Congress.  Mr.  £.  said  the  session  had  passed 
off  in  a  very  indolent  manner,  and  it  was  desir- 
able that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  close. 
If  there  was  any  thing  of  importance  necessary 
to  be  done,  it  had  already  received  such  a  por- 
tion of  consideration  as  to  be  acted  on  within 
the  time  proposed  by  the  resolution.  But,  he 
repeated,  that,  as  there  was  nothing  to  do,  and 
as  nothing  would  be  done,  it  was  better  to  ad- 
journ. If  the  other  House  should  think  differ- 
ently, they  could  say  so ;  it  was  for  them  to  be 
responsible  for  protracting  the  session,  if  they 
deemed  it  necessary ;  but  it  was  time  the  Sen- 
ate should  say  that  they  were  ready  to  close 
the  session. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  said  no  inconvenience  or  in- 
Jury  could  arise  from  adopting  the  resolution. 
Congress  had  been  a  long  time  in  session ;  the 
records  would  show  that  very  little  had  been 
done,  and  the  files  would  show  that  little  of 
what  might  be  called  public  business  claimed 
attention.  It  would  be  as  well  to  remind  the 
other  House  that  the  Senate  had  nothing  before 
it  which  would  prevent  an  adjournment,  and 
that  it  would  be  prepared  to  close  the  session 
by  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Lowmx  observed,  that  if  this  resolution 
passed,  it  would  be  at  least  admitted  that  many 
of  the  committees  had  been  very  unnecessarily 
occupied  with  the  business  referred  t^  them. 
But,  he  conceived,  if  it  was  right  in  the  Senate 
to  impose  on  committees  the  labor  of  investi- 
gating subjects,  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to 
consider  and  dispose  of  the  reports  which  were 
made.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  the  number  of  im- 
portant cases  referred  to  it,  relative  to  private 
daims,  which  had  been  reported  on,  and  which, 
injustice  to  the  petitioners,  ought  to  be  acted 
on.  As  to  pnbnc  business,  Mr.  L.  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  it  should  never  be  legislated 
on  very  rapidly  or  hastily.  For  these  reasons 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  and  moved, 
to  try  the  questioiL  to  strike  out  the /^«t  Mon- 
day of  April,  and  insert  the  third  Monday, 
which  would  extend  the  session  to  the  15th  of 
the  month.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any  mem- 
ber to  terminate  the  session,  but  could  not  con- 
sent to  do  so  until  the  public  business  was  at- 
tended to,  and  the  numerous  petitions  now 
before  Congress  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Llotd  said,  if  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion could  expedite  the  adjournment,  he  would 
be  in  fEtvor  of  it;  but  the  experience  of  this 
mominff  proved  to  him  that  it  would  not ;  and, 
indeed,  he  never  saw  these  resolutions  have  any 
effect  but  to  give  rise  to  debate.  If  we  are 
seriously  dispc^ed  to  dose  t^e  session,  stud  Mr. 
L.,  lot  us  go  seriously  to  work  on  the  business 
before  us.  The  time  spent  in  this  very  debate 
might  have  been  saved,  and  something  useful 
acted  on«    Mr.  L.  was  not  aware  of  many  ques- 
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tioDS  of  national  importance  which  required  the 
attention  of  Congress ;  but,  as  long  as  the  right 
of  petition  was  secured  to  the  people — as  long 
as  they  had  the  right  to  come  before  Congress 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  Congress  to  hear  and  decide  on  their 
petitions.  These  were  generally  presented  to 
the  other  House  through  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  people,  and  it  was  for  that 
House  to  say  when  they  could  get  through  the 
claims  before  them,  and  complete  their  business. 
Mr.  L.  was  in  favor,  therefbre,  of  waiting  for 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  suggest  a  day 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Maook  said,  gentlemen  from  the  North 
complained  that  the  roads  were  bad,  at  the  sea- 
sons when  Congress  met  and  adjourned ;  but  he 
had  always  understood  that  the  roads  were  all 
turnpiked  north  of  Maryland,  and  that  it  was 
the  Southern  members  who  labored  under  this 
disadvantage;  but  surely  roads  which  the 
neighbors  used  every  day  could  be  travelled 
by  members  of  Congress  twice  a  year.  This, 
however,  was  not  the  question.  The  real  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  business  could  be  done  in 
a  given  time.  He  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, no  matter  what  day  was  inserted,  as  he 
wished  to  fix  on  some  day ;  for,  he  sdd,  legisla- 
tion was  like  a  snow  ball ;  the  more  you  roll  it, 
the  bigger  it  grows,  and  the  longer  we  sit  here, 
said  Mr.  M.,  the  more  business  we  make.  Fix 
a  day,  and  we  Rhall  get  clear  of  those  incessant 
motions  for  new  subjects,  and  the  business  be- 
fore us  will  be  taken  up  and  done. 

Mr.  Smith,  to  show  the  falility  of  fixing  on  a 
day  so  long  in  advance,  referred  to  an  instance 
in  which  the  Senate  had  proposed  to  the  other 
House  to  terminate  the  session  on  the  10th  of 
April,  and  they  did  not  actually  adjourn  until 
the  15  th  of  May.  It  was  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  public  business  could  be  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  particular  day  so  fax  ahc^. 
This,  he  remarked,  had  been  called  a  talking 
Government ;  it  was  so ;  and  he  cared  not 
what  was  said,  so  long  as  the  public  business 
did  not  go  undone.  Was  the  fatigue  complained 
of,  incurred  in  doing  nothiog  ?  Was  not  the 
Senate,  he  asked,  every  day  engaged  in  consid- 
ering some  business  or  other  in  which  the  peo- 
ple were  interested  ?  So  Ions  as  he  was  con- 
scious of  not  neglecting  his  public  duties,  he  dis- 
regarded any  thing  that  was  said  by  the  news- 
papers. As  to  the  complaints  of  the  printers, 
they  would  always  complain,  whether  with  or 
without  reason ;  some  of  them  wished  to  take 
away  our  desks,  others  might  next  propose  that 
we  dispense  with  our  seats;  ana  many,  no 
doubt,  would  think  our  time  well  employed  if 
it  were  entirely  spent  in  reading  the  useful  in- 
formation of  the  newspapers.  But  tiie  com- 
plaints referred  to,  Mr.  S.  contended,  were  in  a 
great  measure  unfounded  and  unjust.  Who 
could  tell  the  time  necessary  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  various  questions  which  came  be- 
fore Congress  for  consideration,  but  those  who 
were  here  to  witness  the  intricacy  of  many 


of  them,  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  right  con- 
clusions, the  numerous  documents  coosected 
with  them,  the  ingenuity  of  claimants,  and  the 
necessity  of  mature  deliberation.     Few  per- 
sons at  a  distance  could  appreciate  these  reasons 
for  delay,  in  deciding  even  on  the  moltitude 
of  private  claims,  and  still  less  on  the  neces- 
sity of  fully  examining  questions  of  great  na- 
tional concern  betbre  they  were  decided  on. 
Was  Congress,  he  asked,  to  transform  itself  into 
a  Quaker  meeting,  take  up  every  thing  at  a 
word,  discard  all  debate,  and  decide  every  qnes- 
tion  by  simple  yea  and  nay  f    Mr.  S.  avowed 
his  belief  that  the  safety  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country  lay  in  deliberation ;  and,  although  muoh 
might  be  uttered  here  which  was  unnecessary, 
or  even  foolish,  this  was  a  small  evil  compared 
with  the  value  of  discussion  and  deliberation. 
It  is  very  true  that  all  the  business  before  Con- 
gress was  disposed  of  at  one  session ;  he  should 
never  forget  it ;  and  he  well  remembered  that 
between  eight  o^clock  at  night  of  the  last  day 
of  that  session,  and  the  following  morning,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  approved  and 
signed  between  seventy  and  eighty  bills ;  there 
was  no  time  allowed  for  discussion ;  no  man 
dared  attempt  to  speak  on  them ;  all  that  he 
could  do  was  to  say  aye  or  no ;  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended which  required  the  bills  to  be  read  on 
different  days,  all  the  safeguards  of  deUberation 
were  broken  down ;  and  he  well  remembered 
that  seven  laws  passed  three  readings  in  ten 
minutes,  for  he  had  held  his  watch  in  his  hand 
and  noted  the  time.    These  were  the  fraits  of 
precipitate   adjournment.      The   same  conse- 
quence would  always  ensue  if  time  were  not 
allowed  for  the  deliberate  transaction  of  the 
business.    This  was  not  the  way  to  legislate  on 
the  important  affairs  confided  to  them  by  the 
people. 

Mr.  Cms  said,  that,  from  the  earnestness  with 
which  this  resolution  was  debated,  one  would 
suppose  that  it  was  a  motion  to  coerce  the  other 
House  into  an  adjournment.  He  presumed  the 
proposition  must  begin  somewhere ;  and,  under 
present  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  originate  for  some  time  to  come  in  the  other 
House.  They  could  not,  after  occupying  so 
many  weeks  in  preparing  business  tor  this 
House  to  act  on,  be  expected  to  follow  it  with  a 
proposition  to  us  to  ac^journ.  It  would  come 
with  more  propriety  from  this  House,  because 
it  was  for  the  Senate  to  say  when  they  could 
probably  get  through  the  business  sent  up  irom 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for  concurrence. 
It  was  a  fact,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  buoness  of 
the  country  was  unnecessarily  procrastinated, 
and  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to  show  that 
it,  at  least,  was  unwilling  to  prolong  the  session 
beyond  a  reasonable  period,  or  to  consume  time 
xmnecessarily. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lowbix,  to  strike 
out  the  first  Monday  of  April,  and  insert  the 
second,  was  lost — ayes  15,  noes  24 ;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  ayes  28. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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Wbdnisbdat,  March  6. 
Owemment  of  Florida, 

The  SeDate  then  resnmed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  for  the 
Teiritorj  of  Florida,  and  spent  some  time  in 
eooadering  the  amendments  adopted  yesterday 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  struck  out  of 
tiie  bill  the  following  clause  of  the  eleventh  seo- 
tioD: 

<*  No  dave  or  dayes  shall,  directly  or  indirectly, 
be  introduced  into  the  said  Temtoxy,  except  by  a 
dtiaen  of  the  United  States,  lemoving  into  the  said 
Teniioiy  for  actoal  settlement,  and  being  at  the  time 
ef  nch  remoyal,  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or 
daTes ;  and  every  slave  imported  or  brought  into  the 
■id  Territoiy,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
rinU,  tberenpon,  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  his  or 
har  freedom.  * 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  strikiDg  oat  the  danse,  Mr.  Mills 
made  some  remarks  to  show  the  expediency  of 
retaining  it  In  the  bill.  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
replied,  and  Mr.  Mills  further  advocated  a  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment.  Messrs.  Bab- 
ton  and  Van  Bubxn  joined  briefly  in  the  dia- 
eosrion,  and  Mr.  Llotd  spoke  against  the  clause 
it  considerable  length,  and  with  much  eamest- 


The  question  on  agreeing  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  clause,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative,  as 
Mowb: 

TaA& — ^Messrs.  Baibottr,  Benton,  Brown  of  Lonis- 
itaa,  D'WoU;  Eaton,  Elliott,  GaiUaid,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
■aappi,  Johnson  of  Eentncky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Sn^  Southard,  Stokc»,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware, 
Wilfiaiiu  of  MisBiaBippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee 


Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Kingof  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
IGUs,  Morrill,  Otis,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Buggies,  Sey- 
aoor,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 20. 

Oonsiderable  debate  took  place  on  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Eaton  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  provide 
tbtt,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Governor 
faan.  the  Territory,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  The  motion 
being  changed  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
UAMB,  of  Mississippi,  so  as  to  embrace,  verba- 
tim, the  similar  provision  of  the  act  of  1789,t 
nipecting  the  government  of  Territories,  the 
mendment  was  agreed  to. 


*  This  proTlsion  ts  in  the  Orleans  Territorial  bill  of  ISOi, 
■ad  OB  th«  qaeetion  to  strike  it  oat  of  this  Florida  bill,  the 
usameDt  rose  no  higher  than  that  of  eaop^iency-^  that 
the  Floridas  were  thinly  populated,  and  that  the  same  rea- 
■Bs  did  not  exist  for  restraining  the  Increase  of  slaves  in 
tUs  Teiri tory  as  in  Lower  Loaisiana. 

t  Here  the  ordinanee  of  1787  is  well  quoted  iM**th4act 
¥  list,**  as  in  fhet  it  is— being  adopted  and  contln  ned  in 
bythaiaet 


A  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  number  of 
the  Legislative  Council  from  thirteen,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  to  seven,  but  was  lost ;  and  no 
other  amendment  being  offered  thereto. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


TntmsDAY,  March  7. 

Terrestrial  Oaneavity — Theory  and  Project  qf 

Captain  Symmee, 

Mr.  B.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
a  petition  from  John  Cleves  Symmes,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio,  stating  his  belief  of  the  exist- 
ence of  an  inhabited  concave  to  this  globe ;  his 
desire  to  embark  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  to  ' 
one  or  other  of  the  polar  regions ;  his  belief  in 
the  value  and  ^eat  honor  to  his  country  of  the 
discoveries  which  he  would  make ;  that  his  pe- 
cuniary means  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose, 
without  public  aid ;  and  suggesting  to  Congress 
the  equipment  of  two  vessels  of  250  or  800  tons 
for  the  expedition,  and  the  granting  of  such 
other  aid  as  Government  may  deem  requisite  to 
promote  the  object.  A  motion  was  made  to 
refer  tiie  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  which  was  refused ;  and,  after  some 
conversation,  it  was  decided  to  lay  it  on  the 
table — ayes  25. 

Fbidat,  March  8. 

Ooet  of  huUding  Ships^  and  Ea^penees  of  Nany 

Yards. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motions  for  consideration : 

Rudved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  reqnesteid  to  commnnlcate  to  the  Senate,  the  ex- 
penses of  hnilding  each  veaael  of  war,  at  each  navy 
yard  in  the  United  States,  anthoriaed  by  an  act  ot 
the  2d  of  Jannaiy,  1818,  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto ; 
distingnishing  each  vessel  so  hult ;  the  expenses  dt 
timber,  iron,  copper,  oordaffe,  hemp,  cloth,  and  other 
materials ;  the  amoont  paid  to  agents  or  superin- 
tendents, specifying  their  names ;  the  amount  paid 
for  labor,  particularizing  carpenters,  mast  makers, 
boat  builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers, 
reemers,  caulkers,  gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers, 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

Ke$olved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
muDicale  to  the  Senate,  the  names  and  number  of 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in, 
or  attached  to,  each  navy  yard  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  service  each  has  performed,  and  the  com- 
pensation each  has  received  in  pay,  rations,  and  other 
emoluments,  during  the  two  laat  yoars^  ending  on  the 
first  of  Jamiary  last. 

MoiTDAT,  March  11. 

South  American  States, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  UwUed  SttUet : 

In  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Ropresentativea 
the  documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
House,  of  the  SOth  January,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
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invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  very  important 
snbject,  and  to  conunnnicate  the  sentiments  of  the 
Ezecntiye  on  it,  that,  should  (Congress  entertain  simi- 
lar sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operation  be- 
tween the  two  departments  of  the  Government  as 
their  respective  rights  and  duties  m&y  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces in  this  hemisphere  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citixens  from  its 
commencement.  This  feelii^  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  them,  from  causes  which  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  you.  It  has  been  gratifjring  to  all  to 
see  the  general  acquiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authorities 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of 
the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  equal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  party  was 
permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate ships,  and  to  take  from  them  every  article  which 
was  the  subject  of  commerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citizens,  also,  have  carried  on  commerce  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Government  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war. 
Through  the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States 
have  remained  neutral,  and  have  fulfilled  with  the 
utmost  impartiality  all  the  obligations  incident  to 
that  character. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stage,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound 
consideration  whether  their  right  to  the  rank  of  in- 
dependent nations,  with  all  the  advantages  incident 
to  it,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  u 
not  complete.  Buenos  Ayres  assumed  tbiat  rank  by 
a  formal  declaration  in  1816,  and  has  enjoyed  it  since 
1810,  free  from  invasion  by  the  parent  country.  The 
proviuces  composing  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
united  by  a  fundamental  law  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819.  A  strong  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that 
time,  certain  parts  of  the  territory  within  their  lim- 
its, and  waged  a  destructivo  war.  That  force  has 
nnce  been  repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it 
cither  made  prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from 
the  country,  with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable 
portion  only,  which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses. 
The  provinces  on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  very 
successful  Chili  declared  independence  in  1818,  and 
has  since  enjoyed  it  undisturbed ;  and  of  late,  by  the 
assistance  of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  resolution 
has  extended  to  Peru.  Of  the  movement  in  Mexico 
our  information  is  less  authentic,  but  it  is,  neverthe- 
less, distinctly  understood,  that  the  new  Government 
has  declared  its  independence,  and  that' there  is  now 
no  opposition  to  it  tiiere,  nor  a  force  to  make  any. 
For  the  last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spain 
has  not  sent  a  single  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of 
that  country ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it 
will  send  any  in  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that 
all  those  provinces  are  not  only  in  the  fuU  enjoyment 
of  their  independence,  but,  considering  the  state  of 
the  war  and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not 
the  most  remote  prospect  of  their  being  deprived 
of  it. 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly 
settled,  the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  recog- 
nition by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted. 


Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which  the  parties 
cannot  control.  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
Powers  as  to  the  result,  naay  assuage  those  feelings 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  nseM 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay  which  has  beoi 
observed  in  making  a  decision  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, will,  it  is  presumed,  have  afforded  an  unequivo- 
cal proof  to  Spain,  as  it  must  have  done  te  other 
powers,  of  the  hi^  respect  entertained  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  determinatioa 
not  to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  belonging 
to  this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  soo* 
cessively,  as  each  portion  of  the  country  acquired  its 
independence,  pressed  their  recognition  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  tfaoq^t 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it.  To  motives  of  mterest 
this  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre> 
tension,  being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  the  civilized  world.  To 
other  claims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt, 
and  frankly  acknowledged,  but  they  in  themselves 
could  never  become  an  adequate  cause  of  action.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  look  to  eveiy 
important  fact  and  circumstance  on  which  a  soood 
opinion  could  be  formed,  which  has  been  done. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of  time 
which  this  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete 
success  which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  prov- 
inces, the  present  condition  of  the  parties,  and  the 
utter  inability  of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it, 
we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settled, 
and  that  the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to 
be  recognized. 

.Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Government  on  this 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  recently 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  socGeasfel 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  series 
of  years,  gaining  strength,  and  extending  annually 
in  every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the  late  im- 
portant events,  with  little  exception,  all  the  domin- 
ions of  Spain  south  of  the  United  States,  on  the  con- 
tinent, placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  over 
the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reoondls 
the  parent  country  to  an  accommodation  with  them, 
on  the  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor 
has  any  authentic  information  been  recently  received 
of  the  disposition  of  other  povrera  respecting  it.  A 
sincere  desire  has  been  cherished  to  act  in  conoert 
with  them  in  the  proposed  recognition,  of  which  ^ 
several  were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  but  it  was  * 
understood  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it  The 
immense  space  between  those  powers,  even  those 
which  border  on  the  Atlantic,  and  these  province^ 
makes  the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and 
excitement'to  them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  they  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progreH 
than  we  have  been.  Ic  may  be  presumed,  however, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  the  resnlL 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  manner,  our 
firiendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but  to 
observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  war 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  between 
them.  Of  this  friendly  di^sition,  an  assnranoe 
will  be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  to  whom 
it  is  presum,ed  it  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  ^^^ 
tory.  The  measure  is  proposed,  under  a  thorough 
conviction  that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of 
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that  it  is  just  and  right  as  to  the  parties; 
tnd  that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  station  and 
character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
iiiterestsi  to  adopt  it.  Shonld  Congress  eoncor  in 
the  view  herein  presented,  thej  wul  doabtless  see 
the  propriety  of  making  the  necessaiy  appropriations 
lor  eanring  it  into  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAnmiaiON,  March  8,  1822. 

The  Meesage  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


TiJXSDAY,  Marcli  12. 

Bank^the  United  States— Qglctn  to  ngnNotei, 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  following  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 

B^UtuacUd,  ire-^  That  it  shall  be  kwfnl  for  the 
Snctan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  ap- 
point an  agent  and  a  register ;  and  tiiat  all  bills  and 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  Lssued  after  the  first 
npointment  of  snch  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
■gned  bj  the  agent  and  countersigned  hy  the  reg- 
iiter;  that  soch  bills  and  notes  shall  have  the  like 
fisoe  and  effect  as  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poratioa  which  are  now  signed  by  the  president  and 
wmntBTSigned  bj  the  cashier  thereof;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  a^nt  or  register  of  the  said  corporation 
disH  be  appointed,  no  note  or  bill  signed  bjan  agent 
or  coantendgned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issued  nntU 
pablie  notice  of  the  appointment  of  snch  agent  or 
register  shall  have  been  previously  given,  for  ten 
daji,  in  two  gazettes  printed  at  the  city  of  Wash- 

Sec  2.  And  he  d  furthsr  enacted,  That  if  any 
preaident,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer,  or  servant, 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  its 
offices,  shall  fraudulently  convert  to  his  own  use  any 
aooej,  bin,  note,  security  for  money,  evidence  of 
debt,  or  other  effects  whatever,  belonging  to  the  said 
Bank,  such  persons  shall,  upon  due  conviction,  be 
puuhed  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  years, 

tad  by  %b1^  not  exceeding dollars ;  either,  or 

both,  of  aaid  punishments,  according  to  the  aggravo- 
timof  the  offiBnoe. 


On  taking  np  the  bill  this  morning,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot moTed  its  indefinite  postponement 

On  this  motion  and  those  which  followed,  a 
debate  took  place  which  occnpied  the  Senate 
till  near  four  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  postpone  tlie  bill  indefinitely 
was  finally  lost  by  the  following  Tote : 

Ysaa. — ^Messrs.  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Lan- 
man,  Maoon,  Noble,  Buggies,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 11. 

Ka.TS. — Messxa.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Board- 
aian,  D'Wolf;  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Fmdlay,  Gailhurd, 
Hohnfts  of  Bfaine,  HoLnes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson 
of  I/niinana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
Tock,  Knight  Lloyd,  Lowrio,  Mills,  Morrill,  Otis, 
PanoCt,  Pleasants,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes, 
Tan  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Missis- 


the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Dioxbrson),  tlie  votes  being 
19  for,  and  19  against^  the  motion. 

Mr.  £aton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  2d 
section,  providing  that  "the  oonrt  before  whom 
the  conviction  shall  take  place,  shall  have  power 
to  enter  a  judgment  against  the  party  for  the 
amount  or  value  of  titie  thing  so  frandulently 
converted,"  Ac 

The  qnestion  was  not  taken  on  this  amend* 
ment  when  the  Senate  acyoomed. 


Mr.  PLBAaA5T8  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
8d  section  of  the  biU ;  and  after  some  debate, 
this  motion  was  also  lost,  by  the  casting  vote  of 


Thubsdat,  March  14. 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Houces  having  with- 
drawn the  amendment  offered  by  him,  and 
pending  yesterday  when  the  Senate  adjourned — 

Mr.  Basboub  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  amended,  as  follows : 

**That  itahall  be  lawM  for  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  agent  and  a 
register  to  reside  at  Philade]|diia ;  and  that  all  bills 
and  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  issued  after  the 
first  appointment  of  such  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  agent,  and  countersigned  by  the  regis- 
ter ;  that  such  biUs  and  notes  ahtJl  have  the  like 
force  and  effect  as  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration which  are  now  signed  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  cashie]^  thereof;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  agent  or  register  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  appointed,  no  note  or  bill  signed  by  an  agent 
or  countersigned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issued,  until 
public  notice  of  the  ^vpointment  of  such  agent  or  reg- 
ister shall  have  becoi  previously  given,  for  ten  days, 
in  two  gazettes  printed  at  the  chy  of  Washington  : 
Fromded,  neverthdesSf  That  all  such  notes  issued  by 
said  iMmk,  of  and  under  ten  dollanA,  shall  be  payable 
at  the  principal  bank,  or  at  any  of  the  branches  of 
said  bank." 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  qnestion 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  and  was^  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas,  28,  nays'l9,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio^ 
Chandler,  D*Wolf,  Eaton,  Hohnes  of  Mississippi, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  RugglM,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mis- 
flissippL 

NAva — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Dick- 
erson, Edwards,  Elliott,  Fiudlay,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Kins  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Noble, 
Southard,  St<&es,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

The  remaining  section  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  yeas  and 
nays— 27  to  18. 

Fbidat,  March  15. 
lUstrietice  System, 
Mr.  EiKo,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on'  Foreign  Blelations^  to  which  had  been 
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referred  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina  and 
one  from  Baltimore,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  re- 
strictions on  the  West  India  trade,  made  a  re- 
port vindicating  at  considerable  length  the  ex- 
pediency and  policy  of  the  restrictive  system, 
as  regards  the  trade  with  the  British  West  In- 
dies, and  recommending  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
were  refezred  the  memorial  <^  R.  Appleby  and  others, 
of  the  Colleton  district,  South  Carolina,  and  Ae  reso- 
lutioDs  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws  closing 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  affainst  British  yessels 
employed  in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  report : 

That,  referring  to  the  period  between  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Bevolntion  and  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
■titation,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  agriculture,  trade,  and  navigation  of  the 
several  States  were  truly  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  make  adequate  laws  for  their 
encouragement  and  protection;  and  no  motive  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  more 
strongly  or  more  generally  felt  than  the  opinion  that 
the  vesting  of  power  in  Congress  to  regulate  trade, 
would  serve  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  Union. 

The  new  Grovemment,  under  the  constitution,  very 
soon  experienced  the  influence  created  by  the  extra- 
ordinary changes  that  were  taking  place  in  Fiance, 
and  which,  in  the   sequel,  engaged  all  Europe  in 


War  between  tiie  great  maritime  powers  invariably 
produces  temporary  relaxations  of  their  laws  respect- 
ing the  trade  and  navigation  of  foreign  nations  with 
their  respective  territories.  The  suspension  of  these 
laws,  and  especially  of  such  of  them  as  regulated  the 
colonial  trade,  had  the  effect  of  giving  to  Sie  agricul- 
ture, trade,  and  navigation  of  £e  United  States  the 
advantages  which  would  have  been  given  to  ihem 
by  a  system  of  free  trade,  that  should  have  for  ite 
basis  the  equal  and  reciprocal  benefits  of  aU  na- 
tions. 

The  condition  of  neutrality  that  was  adopted  by 
the  United  States  during  the  wars  of  the  Fremch  revo- 
lution, secured  to  every  commercial  nation  benefite 
which  a  peaceable  and  industrious  people  are  able  to 
afford  during  periods  of  great  public  calamity ;  and 
our  example  during  these  wars  has  served  to  prove 
that  justice  is  the  most  profitable  as  well  as  the 
wisest  policy  of  nations. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  general  peace,  some 
of  the  maritime  nations,  notwithstanding  the  doubte 
that  have  been  raised  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  the 
former  theories  of  trade,  have  returned  to  and  re- 
sumed their  ancient  commercial  policy ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  United  States  have,  in  their 
own  defence,  been  obliged  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  to  regulate  trade  vested  in  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  and  cherishing  the  industry 
and  navigation  of  the  States. 

Great  moderation  has  been  observed  by  the  United 
States  on  this  subject,  and  persevering  endeavors  have 
been  made  to  acyuat,  by  treaty,  their  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  nations,  and  especially  with 
Kngland. 


So  far  as  respects  the  English  territories  in  Eorope 
and  in  Aaa,  the  intercourse  is  arranged  by  the 
treaty  of  1815 ;  but  this  treaty  contains  no  proriskm 
concerning  the  navigation  and  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  English  colonies  in  the  Wert 
Indies  and  North  America.  The  value  of  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  the  importance  of  the  navigation  em- 
ploved  In  the  same,  have  been  long  understood  by 
both  parties,  and  the  actual  embarrassment  thereof. 
which  now  exists,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
a  diqMsition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  have 
placed  the  same  on  a  fair  and  friendly  footing ;  bnt 
it  continues  to  be  insisted  on  by  England,  that  not 
only  the  colonial  trade,  bnt  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  these  colonies,  ought  to  be  oonsid- 
ered  and  regulated  as  a  monopoly,  that  foreign  na- 
tions are  bound  to  respect,  and  with  which  they  may 
not  interfere. 

The  act,  commonly  called  the  navigation  act  of 
England,  while  It  reserves  the  colonial  navigation  ex- 
clusively to  the  vessels  of  England  and  her  colonies, 
opens  the  trade  between  England  and  foreign  nations 
to  the  vessels  of  both,  subject  to  equal  and  the  same 
regulations. 

The  colonial,  like  the  coasting  trade,  has  been 
treated  as  a  monopoly,  so  long  as  the  same  was  con- 
fined to  the  navigation  between  territories  of  the  same 
nation ;  but,  whenever  it  may  suit  the  convenience  of 
a  nation  to  open  a  trade  between  her  colonies  ond  a 
foreign  nation,  the  claim  to  treat  this  trade  as  a  mo- 
nopoly is  without  just  authority,  being  contrary  to  the 
righta  of  such  foreign  nation,  which,  within  its  own 
dominions,  must  possess  authority  to  make  snch 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 

It  is  an  unwarrantable  extenaicm  of  national  mono- 
polies, by  ex  parte  laws,  to  attempt  to  inclade  the 
navigation  c^  a  foreign  nation  within  the  mles  by 
which  the  navigation  between  portions  of  the  same 
nation  is  governed.  If  this  may  be  done  between  the 
colonies  and  a  foreign  nation,  it  may  also  be  done  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  between  any  other  portiop. 
or  the  whole  of  the  territories  of  such  nation  ana 
foreign  nations. 

England  allows  the  importation  of  lumber  and 
breadstuffs  from  the  United  States  into  the  colony  of 
Jamaica,  but  forbids  the  same,  unless  the  importation 
be  made  in  English  vessels ;  she  also  allows  the  un- 
portation  of  cotton  and  tobaoco  from  the  United 
States  into  England,  bnt  with  equal  right  she  may 
forbid  the  same,  unless  the  importations  be  made  in 
English  vessela  This  has  not  been  done  in  the  lat- 
ter case,  and  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
United  States,  should  it  be  attempted;  yet,  in  the 
former  case,  this  is,  and  has  been  the  law  ever  since 
the  date  of  our  independence,  and  it  may,  with  eqoil 
right,  be  applied  to  Liverpool  as  to  Jamaica. 

After  long  endurance  and  firuitiess  efforts  to  adjust 
this  question  by  treaty.  Congress,  with  great  una- 
nimity, have  passed  laws  to  countervail  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  England  upaa  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  her  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies. 

England  having  forbidden  the  importation  of  sap- 
plies  from  the  United  States  into  the  West  India  colo- 
nies in  American  vessels,  the  United  States  in-  their 
turn  have  forbidden  the  exportation  of  these  supplies 
in  British  vessels :  the  two  restrictions  have  pnt  an 
end  to  the  direct  intercourse,  and  the  trade  is  carried 
on  indirectiy ;  the  supplies  for  these  colonies  being 
carried  in  American  vessela  from  the  United  States  to 
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the  Swediih  and  Danish  Tdawdg,  and  the  produce  of 
the  Englidi  West  Indies  being  brought  in  English 
Tsflds  to  the  same  islands,  and  there  exchanged  for 
the  prorisioos  and  himber  of  the  United  States. 
Amexican  sapplies  are  also  sent  in  American  vessels 
to  the  free  port  of  Beimnda,  and  there  sold  for  cash ; 
tad  floor  in  like  manner  is  sent  from  the  United 
Ststes  to  the  Island  of  Gnba,  as  well  as  to  the  port 
of  liTeipool,  and  from  these  places  carried  in  iW- 
iish  vessels  to  Jamaica  and  odier  English  colonies  m 
the  West  Indies.  In  this  condition  of  omr  navigation 
sad  trade^  our  tonnage  oontinues  annnally  to  increase, 
sad  the  vahie  of  oar  exports  exceeds  that  of  oar  im- 
portu 

In  countries  of  great  extent,  and  whose  prodac- 
tioDS  axe  varioas,  ib(Dagh  the  people  are  generally 
emplojed  in  similar  ooeapations,  new  regulations 
■aj,  for  a  time,  affect  some  portions  of  the  ooontiy 
nne  than  others ;  but  every  portion  soon  aocommo- 
dates  itself  to  the  new  regidation,  and  the  advan- 
tttes  and  disadvantages  are,  in  a  short  tune,  cer- 
tain to  be  eqoalized  by  the  entire  freedom  with  which 
efeiy  branch  of  industry  is  prosecuted. 

It  was  on  account  of  this  diversity  of  products,  and 
oftfie  diffisrent  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  sev- 
enl  States,  that  jealousies  formerly  existed  between 
them,  which  defeated  every  attempt  to  establish  any 
eommon  regulation  of  trade  under  the  Confederation 
— 4ie  want  of  American  tonnage  sufficient  to  create 
the  lequinte  competition  in  the  exports  of  the  coun- 
tij,  added  to  the  difficulties  of  this  period. 

But  as  the  national  tonnage  is  now  fully  sufficient 
for  the  national  exports,  and  as  Congress  have  offered 
to  all  naiioas  a  system  of  entire  equality  and  freedom 
b  the  commercial  interconise  between  them  and  the 
United  States,  the  time  has  come  in  which  it  has 
been  thoofffat  to  be  due  to  the  welfare  and  character 
of  the  Umted  States  to  countervail  the  rmlations, 
which  so  long^  and  so  much  to  our  disadvantage, 
have  been  imposed  by  England  on  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation between  the  Unitd  States  and  her  West  India 
odlooiea. 

This  national  measure,  so  long  called  for  to  protect 
titt  ships  axkd  seamen  of  the  United  States^  was  cal- 
cahted  to  awaken  the  remnant  of  local  jeakmsy  that 
wan  still  exist  among  us,  against  the  influence  of 
which  we  may  with  oonfidenee4q;>peal  to  the  charac- 
ter snd  neoeasity  of  the  law. 

By  the  exclusion  of  English  vesaels,  American  ves- 
sds  are  employed  in  their  place,  and  whatever  is  lost 
to  tiie  former  u  gained  by  the  latter.  By  revoking 
tile  countervailing  laws,  we  take  away  the  profits 
BOW  enjoyed  by  American  vessels^  and  give  them 
baek  again  to  the  vessels  of  England,  and,  in  doing 
so^  gtant  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships  at  the  expense  of 
ear  own. 

Navigation  and  maritime  industry,  for  a  pecoliar 
nssoo,  call  for  national  protection:  for  the  art  of 
Dsvigation  ia  an  expedient  of  war,  as  well  as  of  com- 
neroe ;  and,  in  this  respect,  differs  from  every  odier 
loaoch  of  indnstry.  Though  it  was  once  doubted, 
doobt  no  longer  exists^  that  anavy  is  the  best  defence 
cftbe  United  States  and  this  maxim  is  not  more 
trae  than  that  a  naval  power  never  has  existed,  and 
esa  never  exist,  without  a  commercial  marine  \  henoe, 
the  poHcy  of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  ships  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States. 

In  tlw  commercial  diffisrences  which  axise  between 
ittkRis,  the  various  branches  of  industiy  are  differ- 
sBttj  affected,  and  ca]culation%  founded  on  the  sup- 


posed interest  of  either  party,  being  often  fallacious, 
may  prove  to  be  uncertain  guides  in  the  policy  of 
nations,  while,  by  referring  every  question  of  dis- 
agreement to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  in  the  parity 
and  preservation  of  which  eveiy  one  is  alike  con- 
cerned, a  standard  is  provided  that  can  never  n\i8- 
lead. 

In  the  least  as  well  as  tiie  most  difficult  disputes, 
national  honor  is  the  safest  counsellor — and  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  public  injuries  long  endured  in- 
vite further  aggression,  and,  in  the  end,  degrade  and 
destroy  the  pride  and  safety  of  nations. 

In  respect  to  the  commercial  diflference  which  has 
so  long  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land, tne  claim  of  the  latter  exclusively  to  regulate 
the  interoourse  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  her  West  India  colonies,  has  affected  the 
reputation  and  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
public  honor  justifies  the  countervailing  measures 
adopted  on  this  subject;  to  recede  from  the  same 
would  be  equivalent  to  their  final  relinquishment, 
and  would  not  fall  to  encourage  the  belief  that  a 
wron^  80  long  endured  would  no  longer  be  opposed, 
and  £at  further  aggression  might  be  made  without 
resistanoe. 

It  must  be  always  remembered,  that  the  counter- 
vailing measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  Con-  ^ 
gresB,  are  entirely  defentive;  and,  as  we  desire  to 
concur  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  trade  with  every 
nation,  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  restrictions  on 
the  English  navigation,  as  soon  as  England  manifests 
a  disposition  to  give  up  the  restrictions  whidi  she 
was  the  first  to  impose  on  our  navigation — and  does 
pablic  policy  require,  or  will  the  national  honor  per- 
mit, that  we  soould  do  so  sooner?  With  these 
views,  the  committee  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bela- 
tions  be  dischaiged  from  the  frirther  coniideration  of 
the  petitions  of  R.  Appleby  and  others,  of  Colleton 
District,  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Chamber  of  Conuneroe  of  Baltimore,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  restrictions  on  Eng- 
lish vessels  emploved  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  tiie  English  colonies  in  the  West 
ladies. 


MoNDAT,  March  18. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  St.  Augostine,  praying 
the  donation  to  that  city  of  certain  aqaares  and 
lots  in  said  city,  made  a  report  nnfavorable 
thereto,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentacky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  the  sabject 
was  referred  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  sedond  reading.  The  bill  is 
as  foUows : 

A  bin  to  prevent  war  amonc  the  Indian  tribes  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  maeted  bjf  Ike  Senate  and  Souse  of  Bepre- 
eentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America,  in  Congrese 
aseembUd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  such  measores 
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as  he  may  deem  ea^pedient  and  proper  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  trihes  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  bj  employing  the  military  force,  or 
otherwise. 

LaTid  Titles  in  Missouri, 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  in- 
complete French  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
within  that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Lonis- 
iana  which  is  now  comprised  within  the  limits 
of  the^tate  of  Missouri,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  to  obtain  com- 
plete titles  for  the  same  when  found  to  be  valid. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  make  the  United  States 
federal  court,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  a  tribunal 
for  examining  into  the  validity  of  these  titles, 
and  to  oonfinn  them,  when  found  to  be  valid, 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  would  have  been 
confirmed  under  the  French  and  Spanish  Gov- 
ernments, if  their  sovereignty  haa  continued 
over  the  province  of  Louisiana.] 

Mr.  Bbnton,  in  support  of  the  biD,  said,  that 
he  would  undertake  to  show  the  mode  and 
terms  of  conceding  lands,  under  the  French  and 
Spanish  Governments,  in  Louisiana ;  that  lands, 
in  point  of  fact,  were  there  conceded  according 
to  this  mode,  and  upon  these  terms ;  that  many 
of  these  concessions  were  in  an  incomplete  state 
on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  the  province  to 
the  United  States,  but  valid  on  that  day  against 
France  and  Spain,  and  in  consequence  vaUd  to 
the  same  extent  against  the  United  States ;  that 
the  United  States  has  not  yet  provided  by  law 
for  completing  these  titles,  and  that  it  is  now 
her  du^  to  do  so. 

Mr.  B.  wf  nt  on  to  support  the  several  posi- 
tions which  he  had  taken. 

1.  As  to  the  mode  and  terms.  He  said  that  it 
required  the  concurrence  of  two  authorities  to 
concede  the  Grown  lands  in  Spanish  America — 
a  local  authority  which  originated  the  title,  and  a 
superior  authority  which  confirmed  it.  The  first 
was  called  a  sub-delegate,  and  always  resided  in 
the  province  where  the  conceded  land  was  situ- 
ated; the  second  was  for  a  long  time  the  King, 
in  person,  at  Madrid.  The  authority  of  the 
sub-delegate  extended  to  three  points — ^making 
the  concession,  fixing  the  terms  of  it,  and  order- 
ing the  survey.  The  superior  authority  issued 
the  patent  when  the  survey  was  returned,  and 
it  entertained  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  subject  on 
every  decision  made  by  the  sub-delegate. 

This  continued  to  be  the  mode  until  the  year 
1754.  In  that  year  a  royal  ordinance  was  pro- 
mulgated upon  Uie  subject  of  granting  the  Grown 
lands,  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Spanish  America,  an^  which  had  continued 
in  force  ever  since.  The  entire  ordinance  might 
now  be  seen  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  a 
book  entitled  '*  Leyes  de  la  Recopilacion  de  In- 
dias,*'  and  is  the  eighty-first  article,  and  the  one 
referred  to  by  Morales.  It  emanated  from  Fer. 
dinand  YL,  a  prince  known  to  history  by  the 
name  of  Ferdinand  the  Wise — ^a  title,  said  Mr.  B., 
above  that  for  which  his  great  grandfather,  Louis 


XIV.,  had  labored  so  much  in  vain,  and  which 
Ferdinand  acquired  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
wars  which  had  descended  upon  him  with  his 
crown;  by  relieving  his  subjects  from  their 
taxes;  by  reclaiming  the  banditti  from  the 
mountains,  and  restoring  them  to  the  fields; 
by  opening  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
turning  out  the  victims ;  by  encouraging  agri- 
culture and  commerce  at  home,  and  extending 
the  care  of  his  parental  Government  to  the 
people  of  the  New  World. 

The  ordinance  recited  that  experience  had 
shown  tiie  injuries  which  had  resulted  to  the 
King  and  the  sul^ect  from  the  necMsity  of  ap- 
plying at  Madrid  for  the  confirmation  of  land 
titles ;  that  many  had  omitted  to  profit  by  the 
royid  bounty,  because  unable  to  defiray  the  ex- 
penses of  this  application ;  that  those  who  did 
apply  paid  more  to  get  the  confirmation  than 
the  land  itaelf  had  cost ;  that,  in  consequence, 
people  seated  themselves  on  the  Grown  lands 
without  titles,  and  without  improving  theoL 
because  they  expected  to  be  denounced  and 
criminally  pursued  for  the  trespass ;— the  effect 
of  all  whicn  was.  that  large -districts  remained 
without  fixed  innabitants,  without  cultivation, 
and  without  cattle ;  to  the  iiyury  of  the  King's 
service,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  adjoining  prov- 
inces. 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  the  wise  redtals  of 
the  ordinance  of  1754.  The  enactments  flowed 
directly  from  them.  They  ordained  that  the 
cox^rming  as  well  as  the  originating  authority 
should  be  local — the  latter  continuing  to  be  the 
sub-delegates,  the  former  being  vested  in  the 
supreme  courts,  called  Audiences,  established 
by  Gharles  V.,  in  the  vice-regal  kingdoms  of  the 
New  World. 

But  the  beneficence  of  the  King  did  not  stop 
here.  There  were  provinces  remote  from  the 
seats  of  the  Audiences,  or  separated  from  them 
by  the  sea — as  Yucatan,  Cartbagena,  Puerto 
Bico,  Panama,  Gumana,  Havana,  and  others— 
in  which  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  people 
to  go  to  the  Audiences  to  obtain  patents.  In 
all  these^  as  in  others  in  like  droumstanoes,  It 
was  expressly  ordained,  that  the  govonors  of 
the  provinces  should  exercise  the  same  powers^ 
within  their  province,  which  the  Audiences 
exerdsed  in  tine  vice-regal  kingdoms.    These 

Sowers  extended  to  the  appointment  of  snb- 
elegates,  to  the  issuing  of  patents,  and  to  the 
revision  of  the  acts  of  the  sub-delegates^  by  way 
of  appeal ;  for  which  purpose  the  sub-delegate 
was  bound  to  send  up,  free  of  cost)  to  the  puty, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in  the  form  of  a 
question  proposed,  {en  eansultay)  to  the  end,  as 
tne  ordinance  declares,  that  no  one  should  be 
induced,  through  fear  of  expense,  to  abandon 
his  right 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Louisiana  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  nor  could  be,  becaose 
not  ceded  to  Spain  till  the  year  1762,  nor  occu- 
pied by  her  until  1769.  But,  when  acquired,  she 
was  in  equal  circumstances  with  those  named, 
and  the  ordinance  attached  to  her,  and  was  prao- 
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tised  apon  by  the  first  Governor,  O^Beilly,  from 
tiie  first  year  of  his  administration,  and  by  all 
his  saccesBors,  np  to  the  year  1799,  when  this 
branch  of  his  anthority  was  transferred,  by  a 
decree  of  Charles  lY.,  to  the  latendaats  Gen- 
eral Morales  was  the  only  Intendant  General 
who  imdertook  to  exercise  this  authority.  He 
pabhshed  a  set  of  regulations  adverse  to  the 
interest  of  the  province  and  to  the  spirit  of  the 
ordinance  of  1754,  for  which  he  was  remon- 
strated against  by  the  cabUdo  of  New  Orleans, 
and  disnusaed  by  the  King.  The  lieutenant 
Governors  of  Upper  Louisiana  were  sab-dele- 
gates, by  virtne  of  their  oflELce,  both  under  the 
Governors-General  of  Louisiana  and  the  Intend- 
ant, Morales,  and  in  that  capacity  they  conceded 
their  landss  fixed  the  terms  of  the  concession, 
and  ordered  the  survey,  from  the  time  that  St. 
Ange,  the  first  Spanish  Lientenant-Gk)vemor, 
arrived  at  St.  Louis,  in  1770,  until  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1804:,  when  Don  Carlos  Delaasus,  the 
last  of  the  Lieuteuant-Govemors,  trfmsferred 
the  province  to  Major  Stoddart,  the  first  com- 
maodant  of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  now  stated  the  out- 
line of  the  r^ular  mode  of  making  the  ordi- 
naiy  concessions  for  land  in  Spanish  America. 
Ez^uordinary  grants  commenced  differenUy; 
&ey  issaed  directly  and  in  the  first  instance 
either  from  the  confirming  authority  or  from 
the  Sing  himself;  the  sub-delegates  seldom 
originated  them ;  the  feeling  of  subordination 
being  too  intense  in  a  despotic  government  to 
p^mit  the  inferior  to  venture  upon  the  slightest 
exercise  of  a  doubtful  authority. 

Having  shown  the  mode  of  conceding  lands, 
llr.  B.  proceeded  to  state  the  terms  upon  whidi 
oaneesBioDs  were  made. 

He  said  that  the  Kings  of  Spain  had  acquired 
the  two  Americas  on  cheap  terms,  and  were 
able  to  part  with  their  lands  in  tibe  same 
way.  He  had  read,  in  acts  of  Congress,  the  ex- 
pressloii,  ^"^  ExUT^guuih  Indian  titles^^^  applied 
to  the  Spanish  government  in  upper  Louisiana. 
The  expression,  he  said,  was  borrowed  from  our 
own  practice,  not  from  theirs.  The  Spanish 
Kings  held  no  treaties  to  extinguish  Indian 
titles ;  no  such  thing  as  a  boundary  line  was 
established  between  Spanish  and  Indian  lands. 
The  Pope,  Alexander  YI.,  made  a  free  gift  of 
tile  New  ^orld  and  all  its  inhabitants  to  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  and  the  swords  of  Oortez 
a&4  Fizarro  made  good  the  grant.  Lands  ac- 
qtnred  so  easily,  for  a  long  time  had  no  value, 
and  no  one  wonld  accept  them  as  a  gift,  except 
for  the  mines  of  gold  or  silver  which  they  con- 
tained, or  for  the  Indians  who  lived  upon  them, 
and  who  became  slaves. 

In  the  Gonrse  of  one  or  two  centuries,  the 
terms,  as  well  as  the  mode^  of  conceding  lands, 
settled  down  npon  fixed  prmdples,  and  recei  vea 
tbeir  latest  improvement  in  the  ordinance  of 
1754. 

The  concessions  were  made  upon  different 
cooiiderations.     first— by  sales,  properly  so 
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called.  The  Spanish  word  is  ^*  ventas,''''  and  ob- 
viously implies  a  sale  for  money.  The  second, 
by  arrangement  or  composition.  The  Spanish 
word  is  ^^eomponcianet^'*^  and  implies  a  con- 
fflderation  of  some  sort ;  but  a  consideration 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  ^id  pro  quo  in  money ; 
as  public  services  in  a  military  or  oivH  capacity 
rendered  to  the  Elng,  or  advantages  redounding 
to  the  benefit  of  the  province,  by  promoting  its 
population,  encouragmff  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground,  rearing  of  cattle,  opening  roads,  build- 
ing  mills,  exploring  mines,  Ao.  The  third,  by 
gifts.  The  Spanish  word  ia»  <'  JSepartimimto^'' 
derived  from  the  verb  repartoTj  to  divide.  The 
noun,  rqxiTtimiento^  is  the  word  used  in  the 
early  history  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  signifies 
the  respective  portions  of  lands,  and  Indiana, 
and  gold  and  silver  mines,  which  fell  to  the 
shares  of  the  first  oonquerorsi  when  the  spoil 
of  the  New  World  was  divided  out  among  them. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  also  been  informed  that  the 
same  word  was  used  in  Spain  in  testamentary 
devises,  and  imported  the  partition  which  a 
&ther  makes  of  his  estate  among  his  children. 
He  said  that  a  still  stronger  word  than  this  was 
used  in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  the  word  "  tnor-^ 
eodetL^^  which  signifies  ^^ffraci&tu  ^t/^."  The 
words  of  the  ordinance  are — "  He  resuelto  que 
en  las  mercedes^  ventas  y  oomposiciones  de 
realengos,  sitios  y  valdioe,  hechas  al  presente,  y 
que  se  hicieren  en  adelante,  se  observe  y  pra- 
tique precisamente  lo  contenido  en  eeta  instruc- 
cion. — ^ElRey."  In  English:  "I  have  resolved 
that,  in  the  gracious  gifts,  sales  and  compo- 
sitions of  the  royal  kmds,  places,  and  wastes, 
heretofore  made,  and  which  aball  he  made  here- 
after, shaQ  be  observed  and  followed  precisely 
the  tenor  of  this  decree. — ^The  King.'* 

Mr.  B.  apologized  to  the  Senate  for  going  so 
much  at  large  into  these  two  points.  He  was 
induced  to  do  so,  because  he  saw  an  idea  pre- 
vailing that  valuable  considerations  were  neces- 
sary to  the  validity  of  Spanish  concessions..  He 
hoped  he  had  said  enou^  to  show  tiiat  besides  a 
sale  for  money,  the  Grown  lands  of  Spain  in 
the  New  World  might  be  compounded  Ibr  ser- 
vices or  public  advantages,  and  divided  gra- 
tuitously among  the  King's  subjects,  as  a  faSier 
divides  his  estate  among  lus  ohildrcai,  and  that 
these  principles  extendi  to  the  province  of  Up- 
per Ix>msiana,  now  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
governed  the  concessions  there  made,  and  for  the 
examination  and  decision  of  which  this  bill  i& 
intended  to  provide. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  lands,  in  point 
of  fact,  were  actuaUy  conceded  in  Upper  Louis- 
iana according  to  the  mode  and  upon  the  terms 
which  he  had  stated. 

He  read  from  Stoddart's  Sketches  of  Loms-' 
iana,  page  245,  to  prove  that  the  quantity  of 
1,721,493  arpens  (equal  to  1,463,833  acres)  had 
been  conceded  before  the  transfer  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  duly  registered  under  the  acts  of^Con- 
gress  requiring  Uie  registration  of  incomplete 
titles ;  of  which  868,771  arpens  had  been  sur- 
veyed before  the  day  of  tiie  transfer,  (10th  of 
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Maroh,  180i,)  and  that  852,722  arpens  were  an- 
Borveyed  on  that  day.  He  enforced  the  remark 
of  the  historian,  that  the  quantity  was  incred- 
ibly small  considering  the  magnitnde  of  the 
province,  the  number,  of  its  popalation,  and  the 
length  of  time  it  had  been  settled. 

Mr.  B.  here  exhibited  to  the  Senate  a  great 
number  of  petitions,  with  the  original  conces- 
sions attached  to  them.  He  said  that  the  owners 
of  these  concessions  had  sent  them  so  great  a 
distance,  with  so  much  peril  of  being  lost,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and 
to  confront  the  insinuation  of  fraud  and  forgery, 
which  they  believed  some  agent  of  mischief  had 
made  against  them.  He  showed  that  the  con- 
cessions had  been  made  by  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernors in  their  characters  of  sub-delegates,  who 
had  fixed  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  de- 
cree of  concession,  and  ordered  the  survey. 
He  admitted  that  none  of  the  Grown  lands  had 
been  sold  for  money  in  Upper  Louisiana.  He 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  sale.  The  consider- 
ations were  in  the  way  of  public  services  and 
advantages;  as,  rewarding  civil  and  military 
officers  for  meritorious  services,  raising  wheat 
and  rearing  cattle  for  the  supply  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  opening  lead  mines  for  the  supply 
of  the  icing's  armies,  and  growing  hemp  for 
the  supply  of  his  ships.  But  the  great  consider- 
ation was  to  populate  the  countfy,  as  without 
people  these  articles  could  not  be  raised,  nor 
the  province  defended  against  an  enemy.  The 
population  of  Upper  Louisiana  had  proceeded 
with  the  slow  pace  which  has  always  attended 
the  settlement  of  a  European  colony.  Though 
settled  so  long  before  Kentucky,  as  late  as  the 
^ear  1788,  Upper  Louisiana  contained  but  a  few 
moonsiderable  villages,  and  no  more  than  6,400 
arpens  of  land  (5,440  acres)  had  been  conceded 
and  surveyed  in  the  whole  province.  Mr.  B. 
took  the  year  1788,  because  at  that  time  Ken- 
tucky was  pouring  her  produce  upon  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  Spanish  authorities  there  began 
naturally  to  inquire  of  themselves  if  they  could 
not  procure  the  same  articles  from  their  own 
province  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kentucky? 
The  answer  was  obvious;  but  it  required  a 
statesman  of  the  school  of  the  Sullys  and  Col- 
berts to  accomplish  the  object  That  statesman 
appeared  in  the  person  of  the  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet.  He  held  out  the  powerful  inducement 
of  lands  to  be  given  without  taxes,  and  a  mar- 
ket At  New  Orleans  for  all  their  productions. 

In  1796,  the  reasons  became  stronger  for  pop- 
nlatiuff  this  province.  It  became  necessary  to 
defend  it.  Spain,  as  the  ally  of  the  French 
Bepublie,  was  then  at  war  with  England,  and 
^eir  subjects  waged  against  each  other  through- 
out the  four  eoarters  of  the  globe  **  the  unprofit- 
able contest^  of  trying  which  could  do  the 
other  the  greatest  harm.  Upper  Louisiana  was 
open  to  invasion  from  Canada  upon  the  line  of 
Lake  Michigan  and  th«  Illinois  Kiver.  It  had 
been  so  invaded  in  the  year  1780,  when  Spain, 
as  the  ally  of  the  thirte«i  United  States,  was 
obnoxious  in  all  her  dominions  to  the  attacks 


of  the  English  arms.    The  riflemen  of  the  West 
then  saved  St.  Louis,  and  to  them  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet  looked  again  when  menaced  by  the 
same  foe  in  1796.    Mr.  B.  stopped  a  moment  to 
speak  of  an  exploit  too  little  known  to  history. 
He  said  that  the  British  and  Indians,  to  the 
number  of  1,600,  appeared  before  St.  Louis  in 
the  year  1780.    General  Greorge  Rogers  Clark 
was  then  upon  the  American  bottom  with  the 
conquerors  of  Yincennes  and  Kaskaskia.    The 
French  of  St.  Louis  sent  to  invoke  his  ud.   He 
had  but  400  men,  and  might  have  declined  with 
honor.    He  might  have  said,  our  numbers  are 
too  few,  the  river  is  too  wide  and  rapid ;  you 
are  strangers,  and  live  beyond  the  confines  of 
my  country ;  you  may  be  in  collusion  with  the 
enemy  to  draw  me  across  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  revenge  in  Louisiana  the  defeat  of  your  coun- 
trymen in  Illinois.    But  such  was  not  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Clark,  nor  of  the  400  brave 
men  that  followed  his  steps.    He  or  they  knew 
not  danger.    Knew  it  not  I    May  their  spirits 
pardon  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  applying  to  them 
such  a  fourth  of  July-day  expression.     They 
did  know  danger — ^were  bom  in  its  presence, 
and  grew  up  in  its  company ;  and  each  could 
say  with  C»sar — 

"  Danger  and  I  are  brothers. 
Twin  lions  whelped  in  one  lionr, 
And  I  the  elder  and  more  terrible." 

They  were  the  riflemen  of  the  West,  and  took 
counsel,  not  from  danger,  but  from  honor  and 
courage.  They  divided  into  two  bodies,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  St.  Louis.  Two  hun- 
dred ^presented  themselves  opposite  the  town, 
and  two  hundred  crossed  the  river  below.  At 
the  sight  of  such  boldness,  the  British  Jiod  In- 
dians, believing  them  to  be  the  vanguard  of  a 
great  army,  suddenly  retired,  after  killing  eighty 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  leaving  an  impression  of 
terror  which  still  marks  that  year  as  an  epoch 
of  calamity;  ^'^'Vannie  du  eaupy  History, 
continued  Mr.  B.,  tells  of  the  passage  of  the 
Ehone  and  Granicns ;  but  here  is  the  passage 
of  a  river  unknown  to  history,  yet  surpassing 
the  exploit  of  Hannibal  and  Alexander  as  much 
in  heroism  and  magnanimity  as  the  Father  of 
Floods  surpasses  in  magnitude  the  puny  stream 
of  Gaul  and  of  Asia  Minor. 

In  1796  the  same  danger  again  menaced 
Upper  Louisiana;  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
looked  to  the  same  relief^  the  riflemen  of  the 
West :  lands  were  gratuitously  given  them,  free 
of  taxes,  and  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  poured 
their  earliest  settlers  across  the  Mis^ssippL 
The  celebrated  Colonel  Boone  went  at  Uiat 
time.  Emigrants  were  also  dravm  firom  every 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and  not  only  they, 
but  the  European  French,  flying  from  the 
storms  of  the  Revolution,  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Domingo  escaping  from  massacre  and  con- 
flagration, the  Irish  retiring  from  the  calami- 
ties of  their  country,  all  found  refuge  in  Upper 
Louisiana,  and  received  gratuitous  grants  of 
luids  from  the  Spanish  Government.    Mr.  B. 
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stated  that  it  was  at  this  period  (the  close  of 
the  last  century)  that  Upper  Louisiana  gained 
two-thirds  of  its  whole  population ;  it  was  then 
that  the  chief  part  of  Uie  concessions  were 
made ;  and  the  United  States  had  reached  the 
benefit  of  the  Baron  de  Garondelet's  policy ;  for 
she  purchased  the  province  immediately  after, 
and  in  the  war  of  1812  these  very  people  de- 
fended Missoari  for  her  against  British  and  In- 
dians, (although  the  most  exposed  point  in  the 
Union,)  without  the  aid  of  regular  troops,  with- 
oat  fortifications,  and  without  calling  militia 
draughts  and  volunteers  from  the  neighboring 
States.  And  now  these  people,  in  company 
with  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  ooantry,  appear 
at  your  bar,  and  ask  you  to  confirm  to  them 
the  lands  which  were  conceded  to  them  by  the 
aothority  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show,  that  many  of  these 
concessions  were  incomplete  on  the  day  of  tibie 
transfer  of  Upner  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  bat  valia  on  that  day  against  France 
and  Spain,  and,  by  consequence,  valid  to  the 
same  extent  against  the  United  States. 
'  He  stated  that  all  concessions  were  termed 
fnoomplete,  even  though  surveyed,  until  con- 
firmed by  the  Governor  General  or  Intendant 
•t  New  Orleans,  and  a  patent  iEisued  by  them. 
He  said  it  might  readily  be  supposed  that  the 
greater  part  of  these  concessions  were  incom- 
plete, when  it  is  seen  that  they  were  made  so 
near  the  close  of  the  Spanish  government ;  that 
rach  was  the  fact^  he  read  from  Stoddart's 
Sketches,  page  245,  to  show  that  not  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  whole  quantity  were  complete. 
Even  in  liower  Louisiana,  so  much  longer  set- 
tled, BO  much  nearer  to  the  confirming  author- 
itj,  he  showed  that  not  one-fourth  part  of  the 
oonceded  lands  were  held  by  complete  titles  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  tiie  province. 

These  incomplete  titles  were,  nevertheless, 
ooosidered  and  treated  as  property  by  the 
Spanish  laws,  and  respected  as  such  by  the 
I^Mnish  authorities.  In  support  of  this  asser- 
tion, Mr.  B.  read  from  Stodidart's  Sketches  of 
Louisiana,  page  245,  and  from  a  note  which  he 
had  taken  from  a  document  filed  by  order  of 
Mr.  Jefierson,  in  the  Department  of  State,  rela- 
tive to  Louisiana,  and  which,  on  the  subject  of 
land  titles,  says:  ** Perhaps  not  one-fourth  part 
of  the  lands  granted  in  Louisiana  are  held  by 
complete  titles.  Not  a  small  part  is  held  by 
oeeapancy,  with  a  simple  verbal  permission  of 
a  colonial  ofificer.  A  practice  which  has  been 
always  countenanced  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, in  order  that  poor  men,  when  they  found 
themselves  a  little  at  their  ease,  might,  at  their 
own  conveniency,  apply  for  and  obtain  complete 
titles.  In  the  mean  time  such  imperfect  rights 
were  suffered  by  the  Government  to  descend 
by  inheritance,  and  even  to  be  transferred  by 
private  contract." 

Mr.  B.  hoped  that  these  quotations  were  oon- 
dosive  on  the  two  points  that  there  were  in- 
complete titles  in  Upper  Louisiana  on  the  day 
of  the  tranfifer  of  the  province  (10th  March, 


1804)  to  the  United  States,  and  that  these  in- 
choate rights  were  property  in  the  eye  of  the 
Spanish  law.  These  points  being  established, 
it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  titles  in  question 
were  protected  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1808,  which  secures  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 
the  free  ei\joyment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and 
property.  He  said  that  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
fonso  contained  an  equivalent  or  stronger  stipu- 
lation. That  treaty  had  not  been  published, 
but  its  contents,  in  this  particular,  were  made 
known  oflScially  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Casa  Galvo  and  General  Salcedo,  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  His  Oatholic  Majesty 
for  delivering  Louisiana  to  the  Oonuniasioners 
of  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  support  his  fourth  and 
last  proposition — ^that  the  United  States  had 
not  yet  provided  by  law  for  completing  these 
titles,  and  that  it  was  her  duty  now  to  do  so. 

The  first  act  of  Gonffress  on  this  subject  was 
passed  on  the  26  th  of  March,  1804,  sixteen  days 
after  the  change  of  flags  in  Upper  Louisiana. 
It  declared  the  concessions  and  survey  made 
after  the  Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  to  be  null  and 
void ;  forbid  future  surveys ;  and  denounced  a 
penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment  agidnst  any 
person  attempting  to  survey  or  to  setUe  on  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  first  part  of  this  act  was  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  which  admit  the  ordinary 
acts  of  sovereignty,  done  in  good  faith  by  the 
sovereign  defcicto^  to  be  good  and  valid.  But 
it  was  not  necessary  to  argue  the  point,  because 
it  had  been  conceded  by  every  subsequent  act 
of  Congress,  in  relation  to  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Louisiana. 

Several  acts  of  Congress,  afterwards  passed, 
establishing  boards  of  commissioners,  with  au- 
thority to  confirm  small  tracts  to  actual  settlers, 
and  one,  in  1807,  which  authorized  the  con- 
firmation of  tracts  to  the  extent  of  2,000  arpens, 
where  there  had  been  an  actual  possession  for 
ten  consecutive  years.  But  the  act  of  the  most 
enlarged  and  liberal  provisions,  passed  in  1814, 
authorizing  the  board  of  commissioners  to  con- 
firm to  the  extent  of  one  league  square^  r7,056 
arpens,  equal  to  6,002  acres,)  if  conceded  and 
surveyed  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804. 
This  act  would  nearly  have  settled  the  land 
claims  of  Missouri,  if  it  had  made  a  provision 
for  the  unsurveyea  claims.  But  no  provision 
was  made  for  these,  and  the  penalty  against 
surveying  remained  in  full  force.  By  the  laws 
of  Spain,  no  time  was  limited  for  making  the 
survey ;  no  forfeiture  accrued  for  not  making  it 
within  any  given  time ;  it  was  left  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  party.  Mr.  B.  read  various  pas- 
sages from  Stoddart's  Sketches,  in  proof  of  this 
assertion.  He  said  that  no  forfeiture  had  yet 
accrued  under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  for 
not  one  instant  of  time  had  ever  been  allowed 
for  making  surveys ;  on  the  contrary,  the  act  of 
26th  March,  1804,  stopped  the  surveys  then  in 
progress,  and  nullified  many  already  made. 
The  claims  now  in  question  were  principally  of 
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the  nn^irveyed  olasfl,  but  this  class  indaded 
many  aotaafiy  sorvejed  before  the  10th  of 
March,  but  not  returned  to  the  Snrreyor- 
General's  ofSice  until  after  that  day,  and  many 
others,  Borveyed  in  the  Spring  of  1804,  before 
the  act  against  surveying  was  known  in  Mis- 
sonri. 

Mr.  B.  then  showed  what  provision  Congress 
had  made  for  the  claims  in  question.  By  an 
act  of  1805,  they  were  required  to  be  registered 
with  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  an  office  created 
by  Congress,  and  to  pay  him  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  of  the  registra- 
tion. By  an  act  of  1821,  every  claim  so  regis- 
tered, is  reserved  from  public  sale,  until  the  de- 
cision of  Congress  shall  be  made  thereon*  No 
decision  has  yet  been  made ;  no  law  has  been 
passed  by  virtue  of  which  their  validity  can  be 
tried.  In  the  mean  time,  these  claims,  so  feur  as 
they  have  been  de  facto  surveyed  or  located, 
are  treated  as  property  by  the  laws  of  Missouri, 
under  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1803.  They 
are  subject  to  taxation,  to  be  sold  on  execution, 
to  descend  by  inheritance,  and  to  be  transferred 
by  sale. 

Mr.  B.  expressed  an  earnest  belief  that  he 
had  made  out  a  dear  right  to  the  relief  which 
the  biU  contemplated.  He  beheved  that  almost 
the  whole  of  the  claims  embraced  in  it — ^he 
would  not  sav  every  one,  for  he  would  not 
commit  himself  upon  a  declaration  beyond  his 
knowledge — but  ne  believed  that  the  body  of 
tiie  claims  were  valid,  and  such  as  would  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
out delay,  and  vdthout  expense.  The  United 
States,  successor  as  well  to  the  duties  as  to  the 
rights  of  Spain,  was  bound  to  do  the  same 
tMng.  Eighteen  years  had  elapsed  since  this 
duty  had  accrued ;  eleven  since  Congress 
pledged  herself  to  decide  them ;  four  since  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  had  reported 
the  same  bilL  in  principle,  which  is  now  under 
discussion;  fifty  days  since  the  bill  had  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  no  decision  yet  **Hope, 
deferred,"  said  Mr.  B.,  "maketh  the  heart 
sick ; "  and  if  the  decision  of  these  claims  is  de- 
ferred much  longer,  the  hearts  of  these  daim- 
ants  must  be  ^  sick  unto  death." 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holbu»,  of  Maine,  the 
fhrther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postooned 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thurs- 
day next 

•      Thxjbsdat,  March  21. 

George  Shannon. 

Mr.  NoBUE  was  unwilling  to  grant  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  to  the  petitioner  in 
addition  to  a  pension  of  twelve  dollars  a  month, 
whic^  he  had  received  since  1818 ;  and  because 
the  men  who  accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark 
were  better  rewarded  than  the  soldiers  who 
fought  the  battles  of  the  country.  He  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bilL 


Fbidat,  March 

Ca$6  qf  George  Shannon^  one  of  Lewie  and 
CUvrVe  Men^  in  the  JSiq^diUon  to  ^  MinOh 
of  the  Columbia, 

[Yesterday,  after  the  Senate  had  condaded 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business — 

Mr.  R.  M.  JoHKSOV,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and 
stated  that  official  duties  had  ob%dd  him  to 
transact  some  business  at  the  public  offices,  and 
he  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  that  the 
bill  granting  to  George  Shannon  a  section  of 
land,  had  been  taken  up  in  his  absence  and  in- 
definitdy  postponed,  contrary  to  the  usual 
course  and  courtesy  of  this  body,  without  giv- 
ing an  opportunity  to  the  member  who  intro- 
duced the  proposition  to  vindicate  its  merit& 
He  had  been  charged  with  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Shannon,  who  was  a  distinguished  dtizen  of 
Kentucky,  who  *had  performed  distingnished 
services  to  his  countiy,  and  now  asked  for  a 
just  reward  for  the  personal  sacrifices  which  he 
had  made,  and  the  suffidrinffs  whidi  he  had  en- 
dured, for  his  country.  Mr.  J.  said  that  Mr. 
Shannon  had  served  the  reejpectable  county  of 
Fayette  several  years  in  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky— ^that,  for  his  age,  he  was  a  promising 
and  a  distinguished  individual,  and  he  codd  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  feelings  that  the  bill  for  his 
relief  should  be  dispos^  of  while  he  had  been 
attending  to  official  duties  elsewhere— that  Mr. 
Shannon  was  a  high-minded,  honorable  man, 
and  had  been  urged,  by  his  friends,  to  present 
to  the  National  Legislature  his  just  ddms  for 
consideration — ^tha^  independent  of  his  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings,  his  liberd  disposition,  and 
his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country,  had  kept 
him  in  indigent  circumstances,  witn  a  large 
growing  fanuly  to  provide  for.  Mr.  J.  hoped, 
under  these  circumstances,  that  the  Senate 
would  reconsider  the  question,  and  place  it  in 
etatu  qtu>^  that  he  might,  on  a  proper  occasion, 
present  his  views  to  the  benate. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  upon  the 
table.] 


Moin>AT,  March  25. 

Indian  Factory  Syetem.* 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill ''  to  abolish  the  United  States  trading  es- 
tahlishment  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pro* 
vide  for  opening  the  trade  to  licensed  individ- 
uals," the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  certain 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Bxnton  to  the  luU 
when  it  was  under  consideration  on  Thursday 
last ;  which  in  substance  provide  for  abolishing 
and  bringing  to  a  close  the  concerns  of  the 

*  It  may  be  well  to  remind  the  rewler  that,  up  to  this 
time,  the  United  States  kept  up  trading  establiahmenta  If 
IbotorB,  as  well  aa  a  apedea  of  diplomatic  Intereoone  hf 
agents.  The  former  were  aboUshed  bj  the  act  of  this  fle** 
Bion;  the  Utter  oonUnnes. 
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present  tradiDg  establishmeat,  hj  persons  to  be 
specially  appointed  to  that  duty  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  instead  of  the  present 
saperintendent  and  &otoFB,  as  proposed  by  the 
bill ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  take  the  winding 
up  of  aflbirs  of  the  establishment  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  present  officers* 

Mr.  Bbnton,  of  MissoarL  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  said,  that  the  mctory  system  grew 
oat  of  a  national  calamity,  and  had  been  one 
itself  It  grew  oat  of  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treatv — that  article  which  gave  the  Brit- 
idi  the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
trade  widi  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States;  privileges  to  which  we  have 
been  chiefly  indebted  for  our  subsequent  Indian 
wars.  The  statesmen  of  that  day  had  their  eye 
to  this  consequence,  and  undertook  to  avert,  by 
policy,  the  danger  which  they  had  incurred  by 
trea^.  Trade,  they  knew,  governed  all  people, 
dviluEed  or  barbarian.  They  had  recourse  to 
trade,  therefore,  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the 
Indiiuifl^  and  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
British.  They  apprehended  that  private  traders 
had  not  capital  or  strength  to  accomplish  these 
obiectS)  and  national  trading  houses  were  re- 
solved upon.  The  factory  system  was  estab- 
fished,  and  went  into  operation  simultaneously 
with  the  surrender  of  the  Western  posts — ^the 
Summer  of  1796. 

The  capital  first  invested  was  $150,000,  and 
tiw  aonnal  sum  of  $8,000  was  appropriated  for 
the  pay  of  the  superintendent  and  factors. 
These  sams  were  afterwards  increased  by  suo- 
eessive  a43t8  of  Congress,  the  former  to  $300,000 
and  the  latter  to  $19,250 ;  in  the  whole  about 
$600,000  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  on 
<heee  accounts. 

The  act  of  1811  locates  the  factories.  They 
are  to  be  on  the  frontiers — in  the  Indian  coun- 
try—on either  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  prescribes  the  terms  of  sales.  The  trade 
is  to  be  liberal — ^the  prices  to  be  so  regulated  as 
to  save  the  capital  mm  diminution. 

It  defines  tne  duties  of  the  superintendent. 
He  is  to  purchase  and  transmit  to  the  fEUjtories 
all  the  goods  intended  for  the  Indian  trade — ^to 
aeD  the  furs  and  peltries  received  from  them  at 
Afferent  places  in  the  United  States  at  public 
auction,  or  oUierwise  dispose  of  them  as  may  be 
most  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  He  is 
to  render  quarterly  returns  of  his  purchases  and 
galea,  to  the  Treasury  Department — ^to  give 
bond  in  $20,000  with  securities,  conditioned 
kr  the  fiiithfiil  discharge  of  his  duties,  takes  an 
oath  to  discharge  these  duties  faithfully,  and  is 
not  to  engage  in  private  trade. 

It  defines  the  duties  of  the  factors.  They  are 
to  reeeive  the  goods  sent  them  by  the  superin- 
tendent, and  dispose  of  them  in  trade  with  the 
Indian  nations — to  settie  their  accounts  quarter- 
Ij  at  the  Treasury — to  give  bond  and  security, 
eoaditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties — to  take  an  oath  to  discharge  them 
MthinHHj^  and  are  not  to  engage  in  private 


Under  this  act,  nine  factories  are  now  in  oper* 
ation,  to  wit :  one  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
one  on  the  Red  River,  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
one  on  the  Arkansas,  two  in  the  State  of  Mjs- 
Bouri,  two  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  two 
on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  that  these  factories  were  lo- 
cated as  directed  by  the  act ;  they  were  a]l  in 
the  West,  and  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  or 
convenient  to  it. 

He  would  now  look  to  the  practical  operation 
of  this  system.  He  would  examine,  first,  the 
conduct  of  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing 
goods.  Second,  the  conduct  of  the  fiustors  in 
seUing  them.  Third,  the  conduct  of  the  super^ 
intendent  in  selling  the  fais  and  peltries  re- 
ceived from  the  factors. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  undertake  to  show 
that,  in  the  discharge  of  each  of  these  duties, 
great  abuses  had  been  committedi  He  mi^t 
be  tedious  to  the  Senate,  but  he  would  not  be 
diffuse.  The  subject  required  precision,  and  he 
would  observe  it.  He  would  be  precise  in  the 
allegation  of  misconduct,  and  equally  so  in  the 
^pUcation  of  the  proof.  He  would  use  no 
proof  which  had  not  the  moral  force  of  judidal 
testimony.  He  would  limit  himself  to  two 
kinds ;  First,  the  written  statements  of  Minors 
John  Biddle,  O'Fallon,  and  Bell,  and  Mr.  R. 
Crooks ;  the  first  tliree  Indian  agents,  the  latter 
a  ftir  trader;  the  whole  known  to  him,  and 
known  to  be  genUemen  of  truth  and  honor. 
Their  statements  were  given  verbally  to  the 
Indian  Oommittee,  in  the  presence  of  the  Super- 
intendent, sublect  to  his  cross  examination: 
afterwards  reduced  to  writing  by  themselves 
and  again  subjected  to  the  examination  and 
remarks  of  the  Superintendent.  Second,  the 
written  statements  of  the  Superintendent  him- 
self^ ftirmshed  upon  interrogatories  submitted  by 
the  committee.  The  whole  printed  by  order 
of  the  Senate,  and  now  lying  on  the  tables  of 
the  members. 

On  the  first  head,  the  conduct  of  the  Superin- 
tendent in  purchasing  goods.  Three  dustinot 
descriptions  of  abuse  are  alleged  against  him : 
1st.  In  purchasing  goods  not  ^pted  to  the  In- 
dian trade.  2d.  In  purchasing  goods  of  bad 
quality.  8d.  In  purchasing  at  improper  places, 
and  at  extravagant  prices. 

In  support  of  the  first  specification,  Mr.  B. 
read  from  the  printed  exhibit  marked  A,  fur- 
nished by  the  Superintendent  himself,  the  fid- 
lowing  descriptions  and  quantities  of  goods, 
purchased  at  Georgetown,  District  of  Oolumbia, 
and  transmitted  to  the  factories  in  .the  year 
1820. 

U7  yards  of  silk  for       -       -  -  $116  61 

286  yards  of  vestinos  for         -  -  240  41 

816  yards  cords  and  velvets  for  -  210  14 

50  pieces  Nankiju  for  -        -  -  68  00 

20  pieces  Leno  miislia  for      -  «  50  00 

24  yards  of  cambric  for         -  -  7  50 

88  lbs.  tea  (quality  not  stated)  for  88  00 

216  pair  of  stockings  for         -  •  79  68 

Sgrossof  Jewsharpsfor      -  -  80  16 
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Mr.  B.  stopped  at  this  last  item  to  make  a  re- 
mark. Except  this,  all  that  he  had  read,  was 
too  evidently  unsaited  to  the  Indian  traae,  to 
need  the  slightest  illustration;  bat  this  eight 

fross  of  Jewsharps  might  admit  of  a  question, 
[e  had  not  seen  them  enumerated  among  arti- 
cles of  Indian  commerce  in  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Kenzie's  history  of  the  fur  trade,  nor  could  he 
perceive  in  what  manner  they  could  be  used 
efficaciously  in  expelling  British  traders  from 
the  Northwestern  Territories.  But  the  present 
Superintendent  had  superadded  some  objects  of 
a  different  character ;  schemes  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  Indians ; 
to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties ;  to  draw  them  from  the  savage  and  hunt- 
er state,  and  induct  them  into  the  innocent 
pursuits  of  civilized  life.  In  the  execution  of 
these  schemes,  the  Jewsharps  might  have  their 
use.    They  are  a  musical  instrument,  and 

'*  MubIo  hath  channB  to  soothe  the  savage  heart" 

It  had  been  related  of  a  musician  of  old,  that 
he  even  tamed  wild  beasts,  and  bent  down  the 
tops  of  trees,  and  drew  a  woman  out  of  hell,  by 
the  potent  cnarms  of  music.  In  modern  times 
it  had  also  been  said, 

"  He  that  hath  not  music  in  his  sonl, 
Is  fit  for  treason,  stratagem,  and  spoil.'' 

Mr.  B.  said  that  these  instruments  did  not,  in 
his  opinion, 

*'  Discourse  very  excellent  mnnc ; " 

but  that  was  an  affair  of  taste,  and,  ^^Degusti- 
hus  non  est  disputandum,^^ 

They  were  certainly  an  innocent  instrument, 
and  on  that  account  had  been  spared  where 
better  had  been  condemned.  He  alluded  to  an 
ordinance  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  during  the 
late  war,  against  drums  and  fifes,  and  which, 
as  he  had  been  told,  contained  express  excep- 
tion in  favor  of  the  Jewsharp. 

They  were  innocent,  and  on  that  account 
precisely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Super- 
mtendent,  in  reclaiming  the  savage  from  the 
hunter  state.  The  first  state  after  that,  in  the 
road  to  refined  life,  is  the  pastoral,  and  without 
music  the  tawney-colored  Oorydons  and  the 
red-skinned  Amaryllises,  ^^reeuham  nib  teg- 
mine  fagi^'*  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi,  could  make  no  progress  in  the  de- 
lightful business  of  love  ana  sentiment.  Even 
if  the  feictories  should  be  abolished,  these  harps 
might  not  be  lost.  They  might  be  ^^hung 
upon  the  willows,"  and  ^olus,  as  he  passes  by, 
might  discourse  upon  them  melancholy  strains, 
'^  soft  and  sad,"  adapted  to  the  vicissitudes  of 
human  affairs,  the  death  of  the  factories,  and 
the  loss  of  that  innocent  age  they  were  intend- 
ed to  introduce. 

Mr.  B.  resumed  the  reading  of  the  exhibit. 

S  St  cT^  ^fr^  50}  Bo-g».t  at  New  OrW 

And  other  articles  adapted  to  a  common  coun- 
try store,  but  unknown  to  the  Indian  trade. 
He  said  this  proved  that  articles  of  an  im- 


proper kind  were  purchased  for  the  factories  in 
the  year  1820;  he  would  now  prove  that  it 
was  an  old  business,  regularly  followed  up. 
He  read  from  the  printed  document. 

Major  O^FaUoTi's  Statement. — "About  four 
years  since,  when  I  was  stationed  at  Prairie  du 
Ohien,  the  factor  received  what  was  called  sol- 
dier or  citizen  goods,  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  none  of  which  was  intended 
for  the  Indian  trade;  and  it  was  said,  and 
generally  believed,  to  be  a  private  concern." — 
FageS. 

Mr.  B.  then  tamed  to  the  copies  of  five  or 
six  accounts,  also  printed,  and  furnished  by  Mr. 
G.  as  a  part  of  his  statement,  showing  that  the 
fiaotor  at  Prairie  du  Ghien  had  sold  every  arti- 
cle above  mentioned,  and  a  great  many  others, 
to  the  white  people  of  that  place;  among 
others,  to  Dixon,  Brisbois,  and  Rolette,  all  of 
whom  stand  publicly  charged  with  carrying 
arms  against  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
at  the  head  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  head  of  mis- 
conduct in  the  Superintendent,  that  of  purchas- 
ing goods  of  bad  quality.  He  read  from  Major 
Bidme^s  statement :  ^^  The  quality  of  the  goods 
in  the  factory  at  Green  Bay  is  generally  bad ; 
the  blankets,  and  other  articles  of  wool,  par^ 
ticularly  so." — Fage  1. — Answer  to  second  qtiea- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  read  from  the  printed 
documents  to  show  the  bad  quality  of  the  goods 
sent  to  the  factories. 

Major  O^FalUnCs  Statement, — **I  have  seen 
in  factories,  goods,  evidently  the  remnants  of 
old  stores ;  and  a  few  years  since,  I  received 
from  General  Clark,  who  was  then  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  a  few* 
goods  for  Indian  presents,  (furnished  him  by 
the  factory  department,)  the  most  of  which  was 
of  such  inferior  quality,  that  I  was  ashamed  to 
offer  them  to  the  Indians,  and  have  them  still 
on  hand." — Fa^e  8. 

Major  BelVs  Statement — *'In  the  course  of 
the  expedition,  I  was  at  a  Cherokee  settlement 
on  the  Arkansas ;  at  the  house  of  Webber  there 
was  a  store,  and  a  number  of  Indians  making 
conuderable  purchases ;  inquired  of  them  why 
they  did  not  trade  at  the  United  States  factory 
not  far  distant,  and  the  reply  was,  that  they 
could  procure  all  the  articles  they  wanted  at 
this  store,  at  a  less  price,  and  of  a  better  quality 
than  at  tiie  factory,  and  were  allowed  the  same 
prices  for  their  furs  and  peltries." — Fage  9. 

Mr,  Crooks^s Statement — "Blankets and  other 
dry  goods  (in  the  factories  of  the  Northwest) 
generally,  have  been  uniformly  twenty-five  to 
fifty  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  corresponding 
articles  supplied  by  individual  adventurers. 
And  the  factor  at  Chicago  is  also  of  opinion 
that  remnants,  or  cut  pieces  of  goods,  do  not 
answer  quite  so  well  as  if  they  had  never  been 
unfolded  or  subjected  to  retail  operations  before 
they  reached  him." — Fage  10. 

Mr.  B.  conceived  that  this  evidence  was  suf- 
ficient to  convict  the  Superintendent  of  sending 
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goods  of  inferior  and  bad  quality  to  the  facto- 
ries. He  went  on  to  the  third  point :  purchas- 
ing goods  at  improper  places,  and  at  eztrava- 
gSDt  prices.  To  show  this,  he  had  recourse  to 
die  exhibit  of  purchases  for  the  year  1820,  fur- 
nished by  the  Superintendent,  as  before  stated. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
pounds  shot  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound,  one  hundred  and  five  dollars ;  bought  at 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  and  sent  to 
the  western  factories. 

This  was  either  British  or  American  shot; 
the  friends  of  the  Superintendent  might  take 
hold  of  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  they  pleased : 
in  either  case  the  purchase  was  a  scandalous 
abuse.  Shot  was  made  in  any  quantity  at  Her- 
colaneum,  thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis,  at  about 
tiro  cents  above  the  price  of  lead,  which  was 
five  cents  a  pound  in  the  year  1820,  and  of  a 
quality  so  superior  to  the  English,  that  it  read- 
ll?  commanded  a  cent  more  in  the  pound  in  the 
New  Orleans  market.  At  Herculaneum  there 
were  towers,  not  made  by  the  hands  of  man, 
but  of  perpendicular  rock,  from  one  to  three 
hundred  feet  high,  on  the  margin  of  the  Kissis- 
dppi,  from  the  top  of  which  the  melted  lead 
was  poured,  and  taken  up  in  shot  at  the  water^s 
edge,  and  conveyed  in  boats  wheresoever  it  was 
wanted.  He  said  it  was  from  this  place  that 
the  western  factories  should  have  been  supplied. 
It  would  have  cost  but  little  more  than  half  the 
Georgetown  price,  and  saved  the  cost  of  car- 
riage across  the  mountains.  But  it  was  the 
system  of  these  times  to  make  the  West  pur- 
chase from  the  East.  During  the  late  war,  Mr. 
B.,  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  tiie  United  States 
Army,  had  received  in  Kashville,  Tennessee,  a 
oonsi^oment  of  tent-poles  and  wooden  mallets, 
from  rhiladelphia.  The  English  had  a  proverb, 
^  Carry  coals  to  Newcastle ;"  the  Spaniards  had 
another,  "  Carry  water  to  tiiesea."  The  Amer- 
icans may  have  thefrs  also,  "  Carry  wood  to 
Tennessee.^'  ["  Carry  lead  to  Missouri,"  said  a 
Senator.]  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  say  ^^lead." 
The  word  in  the  document  was  ^'shot,"  and  he 
might  be  met  with  a  contradiction  if  he  used 
one  for  the  other,  the  two  articles  being  •so  ut- 
terly distinct,  that  their  names  could  not  be 
composed  of  any  letter  used  in  spelling  the 
other. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  document  an  ac- 
count of  axes,  spades,  corn-hoes,  drawing- 
knives^  nails,  frying-pans,  saddles,  bridles,  can- 
dle-wick, spurs,  gun-locks,  saws,  bed-cords, 
tools,  cnrtain  and  finger  rings,  shoes,  kettles, 
tin  pans,  tin  cups,  crockery  wares,  s€id  irons, 
horse  and  cow  beUs,  chisels,  augers,  locks, 
19,000  yards  domestic  cottons,  &c.,  bought  at 
Geoigetown,  at  high  prices,  from  a  select  few, 
whose  names  regularly  recurred  on  every  page, 
vhen  the  greater  part  of  the  same  articles  could 
hare  been  purchased  at  Pittsburg  for  less  price, 
and  entire  saving  of  the  land  carriage. 

He  spoke  next  to  this  item  of  the  carriage. 

The  Saperintendent,  in  answer  to  an  inter- 
zogBtory,  stated  the  minimum  cost  from  George- 


town to  St.  Louis  at  four  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound ;  the  maximum,  at  nine  cents.  St.  Louis 
was  taken  as  a  central  point  on  the  Mississippi, 
where  a  transport  agent  was  stationed,  and 
warehouses  kept  for  the  reception  of  goods, 
furs,  &C.,  on  their  transit,  and  tnrough  which  a 
moiety,  perhaps,  of  t^e  whole  quantity  annually 
passed. 

Mr.  B.  was  constrained  to  believe  that  the 
carriage  of  these  goods  had  cost  more  than  the 
sum  stated.  His  bdief  was  founded,  not  upon 
the  document  now  furnished  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, but  upon  one  furnished  by  him  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  bound  up  in  volume 
eleven  of  the  State  papers,  No.  47. 

He  opened  the  book,  and  showed  an  exhibit : 
One  column  contained  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  merchandise  sent  by  the  Superin- 
tendent to  the  factories,  from  the  year  1811 
to  the  year  1820,  amounting  to  -  |466,674 
The  next  column  showed  tiie  cost  of 

transporting  the  same,  amounting  to    110,548 
The  next  column  showed  the  contin- 
gencies attending  this  transporta- 
tion, (the  particulars  not  stated,) 

amounting  to-- 20,738 

From  this  document,  it  would  seem  that 
nearly  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  goods  was 
consumed  in  getting  them  carried  to  the  places 
of  sale  I  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  he  was 
tiring  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  be 
minute  and  particular.  The  question  was  to 
abolish  a  system  conceived  by  eminent  state&- 
men  for  valuable  purposes,  which  had  stood  for 
twenty-seven  vears;  and  which  question,  in  its 
progress,  involves  the  conduct  of  respectable 
men,  not  as  an  object,  but  as  a  consequence  of 
the  inquiry. 

Having  finished  the  examination  of  the  Sn- 
perintendent^s  purchases,  the  next  inquiry  was 
into  the  conduct  of  the  factors,  in  making  their 
sales.  In  performing  this  duty,  they  were 
bound  to  sell  to  the  Indians — ^to  sell  on  liberal 
terms — to  sell  so  as  to  save  the  original  stock 
from  being  diminished.  On  each  point  it  is  in- 
sisted that  the  law  has  been  constantly  and 
openly  violated.  On  the  first  point  Mtgor  Bid- 
die  says,  "  My  impression  has  always  been,  that 
the  factories  were  as  open  to  every  applicant  as 
any  other  store,  having  seen  various  persons 
purchasing  small  articles  there.  An  outfit  of 
goods  was  famished  by  Mr.  Erwin,  factor  at 
Green  Bay,  to  William  Morrill,  who  was  li- 
censed by  me  in  September  last,  to  trade  on  the 
Fox  River." — ^p.  1. 

Migor  OTallon  says.  ^  I  know  very  well  that 
they  (the  factors)  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing to  officers,  soldiers,  and  citizens,  and  in  fact 
to  any  body,  without  reserve.  Mr.  Johnson, 
factor  at  Prairie  du  Ghien,  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  equipping  traders  without  license,  and 
sending  them  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  on 
hunting  excursions,  unrestrained;  and  did,  in 
one  instance,  furni^  goods  to  a  Oanadian,  who 
was  an  experienced  trader,  but  at  that  time 
considered  a  most  exceptionable  character,  from 
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the  circmnstancd  of  his  having  borne  arms 
against  ns  by  the  side  of  the  Vidians,  during 
the  late  war." — ^p.  7. 

Mr.  Crooks  says,  **  It  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  goods  have  been  sold  to  persons  ^igaged 
in  the  fiir  trade,  by  the  United  States  factories 
at  Fort  Osage,  Fort  Edwards,  Prairie  da  Chien, 
Chicago,  and  Green  Bay,  more  particularly  at 
the  first,  third,  and  last  of  the  places  mentioned. 
And  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  is  the 
constant  practice  of  all  the  factors  to  sell  the 
goods  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  posts 
where  they  are  located,  and  generally  to  the 
white  and  mixed  population  around  them." 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  the  next  point,  the  rate  at 
which  these  goods  were  sold. 

Mijor  Biddle  says,  ^'  that  he,  as  agent  of  the 
United  States,  paid  60  per  cent." — ^p.  1. 

Mijor  O^Fallon  says,  "that  he  and  others 
paid  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  upon  the  St.  Louis 
prices." — ^p.  7. 

Mr.  Crooks  says,  "they  were  regulated  by  no 
rule.  Their  rates  were  capricious,  governed  by 
the  competition,  higher  or  lower,  as  that  was 
far  off  or  near  at  hand,  weak  or  vigorous."  (p. 
12.)  He  gives  many  copies  of  accounts,  signed 
by  factors,  in  which  66f  were  regularly  charged 
on  wholesale  operations ;  the  retail  much  high- 
er. Ladies*  morocco  shoes  sold  at  $1  50,  which 
the  Superintendent  says  cost  75  and  87|  cents, 
being  an  advance  of  about  100  per  cent.  Tea, 
the  quality  and  first  cost  not  stated^  but  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  as  that  sent  in  1820,  to 
wit,  $1  a  pound ;  the  fair  price  of  which,  at  the 
factory,  could  not  have  exceeded  $1  124  cents, 
yet  sold  there  for  $8  50  and  $4  a  pound,  being 
an  advance  of  800  or  400  per  cent.  Powder 
sold  at  80  cents  a  pound,  wmch  must  have  cost 
about  25  cents ;  advance,  more  than  200  per 
cent. 

Before  quitting  the  conduct  of  the  factors, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  was  bound,  injustice,  to  say,  and 
he  said  it  the  more  readily,  because  they  were 
not  here  to  speak  for  themselves,  that,  firom  the 
manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  had  re- 
marked upon  their  conduct  in  selliog  the  Gov- 
ernment goods  at  such  high  prices,  and  to 
others  than  Lidians,  excusing  some  things,  ad- 
mitting some,  being  silent  as  to  some,  that  the 
factors  appear  to  have  acted  on  these  points 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  their 
principaL 

Mr.  B.,  in  pursuing  the  operations  of  the  fac- 
tory system,  came  back  to  the  Superintendent, 
and  examined  his  conduct  in  the  last  scene  of 
his  duties — that  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries 
received  from  the  factors.  In  doing  this,  the 
act  of  Congress  made  it  his  duty  to  sell  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  United  States,  to  sell  at 
auction,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  these  articles 
as  might  be  most  advantageous  for  the  United 
States. 

In  execution  of  this  law,  the  sales  had  been 
principally  at  Georgetown,  perhaps  the  last 
place  in  America  that  any  man  would  think  of 
for  a  fur  market ;  and  many  had  been  made  at 


private  contract,  which  could  hardly  be  consid- 
ered as  the  most  advantageous  way  of  conduct- 
ing the  sales  for  the  public.  And  the  event 
proved  the  fiftct ;  for  the  prices  obtained  were 
below  the  market  price. 

Mr.  B.  examined  the  sales  of  beaver  and  of 
deer  skins,  made  by  the  Superintendent  in  1821. 
Of  the  first,  the  whole  quantity  received  was 
1,108  pounds,  and  sold  for  $2,116  02 — a  fraction 
less  than  $2  a  pound.  The  current  price  was 
$3  at  St  Louis.  The  proportion  of  Southern 
beaver  must  have  been  great  to  lustify  so  low. 
an  average  as  $2.  Of  deer  skins,  124,082 
pounds  were  received,  and  sold  for  $24,074  90 
— a  fraction  less  than  twenty  cents  a  pound. 
The  current  price  at  St.  Louis  was  thirty-three 
cents,  and  nothing  but  an  excessive  proportion 
of  bad  skins  could  have  reduced  the  average  of 
the  Superintendent's  sales  to  so  low  a  rate. 

A  private  sale  of  deer  skins  within  the  pres- 
ent year,  (1822,)  toEorckhaus,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $20,000,  was  also  shown, 
in  which  the  average  price  was  equally  low, 
though  a  credit  of  three  and  five  months  was 
given.  And  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Astor's 
agent  in  New  York,  complaining  of  this  private 
sflde,  in  which  he  had  no  chance  to  bid. 

low  as  was  the  average  of  the  beaver  and 
deer  skins  sold  in  1821,  t£at  price  is  still  to  be 
charged  with  transportotion  and  contingencies, 
which  must  be  deducted  before  the  clear  gtdn 
could  be  counted.    No  data  for  this  calculation 
is  fumi^ed  in  the  sales  of  the  last  year ;  but, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  exhibit  furnished  by 
the  Superintendent  in  1820,  to  be  seen  in  vol- 
ume eleven  of  the  State  papers  of  that  year,  it 
may  be  ascertdned  how  much  these  items  have 
amounted  to  on  other  sales  of  the  same  articles. 
The  *whole  amount  of  furs  and  pel- 
tries sold  by  the  Superintendent, 
from  1806  to  1809,  was  -    -    -    -  $474,007 
The  transportation  of  the  same,  for 
the  same  period,  to  New  Orleans 
and  Georgetown,  where   all   the 
sales  were  made,  was  -.-•..    169,848 
The  contingent  expenses  of  the  same, 
for  the  same  period,  were    -    -    -      89,399 

Put  these  two  items  together,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  mere  expense  of  getting  the  pub- 
lic furs  and  peltries  f^om  the  factories  to  the 
places  of  selnng  them,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
sale,  was  near  60  per  cent,  upon  the  total  value 
of  the  articles  sold  I 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  must  now  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  another  point,  which  implicated 
the  Superintendent  in  the  double  culpability  of 
practising  an  imposition  upon  the  Indians  and 
a  speculation  upon  the  Government.  To  fed 
the  force  of  the  fiEU3ts  as  they  were  disclosed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  recollect  that  the  factory 
goods  were  the  propertv  of  the  Government, 
and  the  factors  nothing  but  trustees  in  the  pay 
of  the  public,  and  having  no  interest  in  the 
goods. 

Major  Biddle'8  Statement.--''  In  the  bills  for 
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trtidee  bought  \>y  me,  (of  the  Green  Bay  fajfy 
tor,^  <u  agent,  the  original  price  is  stated,  to 
▼bch  60  per  cent  is  addecL  I  have  said  that 
the  qnalitj  was  ba4.  Oon yinoed  of  this,  and  of 
the  high  price,  I  sent  to  the  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican For  Company,  at  Mackinac,  for  a  small  in- 
Toioe  of  goods,  to  the  amount  of  the  money  left 
in  my  hands  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
agency.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that'they  formed  a  more  acceptable  present  to 
the  Indians  than  double  the  som  paid  for  them 
irodd  have  procured  from  the  fiictory.'^— 
pp.  4,  5. 

Major  (PFaXUm^9  Statement, — "I  do  not  re- 
collect to  have  been  ftimished  with  any  thing 
by  the  factories  on  account  of  Government. 
But  they  have  sometimes  furnished  other  Indian 
agents  with  annuities  and  Indian  presents ;  and 
a  few  years  nnce,  when  they  were  permitted  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  sub-Indian  agents,  they 
gare  presents  out  of  the  factoiy  g(x>ds  them- 
aelrea,  which  were  charged  to  and  paid  by  the 
Lidian  department  A  few  years  since,  I  re- 
odyed  from  General  Clark,  then  Superintendent 
of  kdian  AfEkirs  at  St  Louis^  a  few  goods  for 
Indian  presents,  (furnished  hmi  by  the  flactory 
department,)  the  most  of  which  was  of  such 
inferior  qnalily  that  I  was  ashamed  to  offer 
them  to  the  Indians,  and  have  them  still  on 
hand."— pp.  7,  8. 

Mr.  B.  returned  again  to  the  last  document 
It  ^owed  the  total  expenditure  in  the  Indian 
Department  for  the  year  1818,  to  have  been 
$559,867  47,  of  which  one  item  had  been  stated; 
another  was  $120,250  for  presents  in  money  to 
Indians.  * 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  amount  of  business 
done  by  the  factories.  He  took  the  year  1821, 
and  the  exhibit  of  the  Superintendent,  showins 
the  total  amount  of  furs  and  peltries  received 
from  each  fiactor,  and  the  amount  for  which 
they  were  sold. 

1.  Green  Bay. — Sent  nothing,  and  no  ex- 


SL  Bed  River. — Sent  nothing,  factor  dead. 

8.  Maraifl  dee  Cygnes. — Sent  nothing,  just 
eatablished. 

4.  Fort  Edwards. — ^Does  something  better; 
•ends  (44  worth  of  beeswax. 

6.  Chicago.— Does  better  still ;  sends  $329  98 
worth  of  mink,  raccoon,  and  muskrat  skins. 

6.  Osage.— Better  still ;  sends  $1,566  64 
worth  of  skins,  being  $444  less  than  the  salary 
paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  factor  and  sul>- 
frctor  for  their  personal  attention  to  this  im- 
portant concern. 

The  other  three,  Prairie  du  Chlen,  Choctaw, 
ind  Arkansas,  sent  between  them  to  the  amount 
of  about  $80,000.  The  whole  making  a  miser- 
able display  upon  the  large  capital  invested,  and 
die  annual  salaries  of  $19,250,  paid  the  Super- 
intendent and  his  subordinates  from  the  Treas- 
ory  of  the  United  States. 

Kr.  B.  said  that  he  had  now  shown  to  the 
Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  the  con- 
tinned  and  enormous  abuses  which  had  been 


practised  by  the  &ctories.  He  would  now  ask 
for  the  benefits  resulting  from  them. 

Had  it  expeUed  the  British  traders  from  the 
Northern  and  Western  Territories?  On  the 
contrary,  they  had  remained  there  till  the  late 
war,  and  might  have  been  there  yet  if  the  treaty 
at  Ghent  hi^  revived  the  third  artide  of  Mr. 
JaVs  treaty. 

bid  they  keep  the  Indians  at  peace  ?  So  far 
from  it  that  Fort  Wayne,  Chicago,  and  Madi- 
son, (the  sites  of  factories,)  were  the  first  objects 
of  attack  and  pillage  in  the  late  war. 

Do  they  create  respect  and  attachment  for 
the  American  Government  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
Indians?  See  Major  CFallon^s  statement — 
^  The  f&ctory  system  has  no  good  effect  in  con- 
ciliating the  good  will  of  the  Indians  towards 
us;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  calculated  to  give 
them  unfiBkvorable  impressions,  and  alienate 
'them  from  us,  by  exhibiting  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  light  of  a  common 
trader."— p.  8. 

Do  they  prevent  the  Indians  from  now  going 
to  the  British  for  presents  ?  Mr,  CrooJce^s  state- 
ment shows  the  contrary, — Fort  Maiden  and 
Drummond's  Island  is  the  annual  resort  of  In- 
diana, who  go  by  the  factories  to  receive  pres- 
ents, even  at  this  day. 

Do  they  protect  Indians  from  the  extortions 
of  traders  ?  So  far  from  it,  they  are  themselves 
the  greatest  extortioners,  selling  the  meanest 
goods  for  the  highest  prices. 

Have  they  reclaimed  the  Indians  from  savage 
habits,  and  converted  them  to  Christianity? 
Listen  to  the  evidence :  Major  CFalUm, — ^*  In 
reclaiming  them  (the  Indians)  from  savage 
habits,  and  converting  them  to  Christianity, 
these  establishments  have  the  same  effect  as  in- 
dividual traders." — ^p.  8. 

Mr,Orooks*s, — *'Uttle  as  I  value  the  factory 
system,  considered  as  a  means  of  attaching  the 
Indians  to  the  United  States,  I  do  think  they 
are,  if  possible,  still  less  capable  of  producing 
religious  reformation  either  in  the  Indians  or 
anybodpr  else.  The  factories  have  now  degen- 
erated mto  mere  places  of  trade,  to  which  all 
colors,  descriptions,  and  denominations  of  people 
resort  for  barter,  and  bear  a  much  more  striking 
resemblance  to  common  country  stores,  than  to 
the  public  establishment  of  a  benevolent  Gov- 
ernment. The  desperate  efforts  which  the  fac- 
tors make  to  secure  individually  their  reputa- 
tions as  traders,  and  jointly  to  prop  the  ques- 
tionable pecuniuy  credit  of  the  whole  system, 
are,  in  my  opinion,  but  little  favorable  to  that 
serenity  of  mind,  mildness  of  disposition,  and 
undeviating  conformity  to  a  strioUy  moral  de- 
portment, which  we,  in  civilized  society,  con- 
sider essential  qualities  in  those  we  trust  as  our 
guides  "  to  another  and  a  better  world."  Even 
toe  value  example  as  high  as  precept;  with 
savages  the  former  is  most  likely  to  be  effica- 
cious. And  believing  these  gentlemen  (fEu^tors) 
to  be  equally  fallible  with  the  generality  of  their 
brethren  in  trade,  I  should  imagine  they  were 
selected  by  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade 
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more  for  their  trafficking  than  apostolic  abilities, 
as  the  head  of  that  department  is  too  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  missions  among 
a  rude  people,  to  have  appointed  the  present 
incnmbents  to  teach  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins  to  the  children  of  the  wilderness."-— 
p.  16. 

Yet  this  system  is  yamited  for  its  moral  and 
religious  influence  upon  the  heads  and  the 
hearts  of  the  Indians,  and  many  good  citizens 
of  the  United  States  have  been  so  far  imposed 
upon  as  to  send  petitions  here,  praying  its  con- 
tinuance, and  an  increase  of  its  capital  on  that 
account — ^petitions,  which  it  is  believed  were 
made  here,  and  sent  out  to  be  signed,  and 
brought  back  in  time  to  help  this  precious  sys- 
tem to  stand  the  shock  of  the  present  attack. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  it  was  now  fully  shown 
tp  the  Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  that 
tiie  factory  system  was  worse  than  useless ;  that 
every  public  consideration  required  it  to  be  im- 
mediately abolished,  the  accounts  of  all  con- 
cerned to  be  settled  up  and  closed ;  the  capital 
to  be  returned  to  the  public  Treasury,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  found ;  *  the  salaries  of  all  its  offi- 
cers to  be  stopped,  and  an  exhibit  of  its  profit 
or  loss  to  be  shown  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  amendment  offered  by  him  was 
intended  to  accomplish  these  purposes,  and, 
with  that  view,  was  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  grounds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  had  reported  the  bill 
submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  subject  was  then  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  26. 

Indian  Factory  System. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  Indian  trade. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  continued,  at 

*  None  oonld  be  found ;  for  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the 
concern  placed  in  other  hands,  to  be  oloeed  and  settled  up ; 
and  thus  the  glowing  representations  which  the  Superin- 
tendent (Mr.  Thomas  Ij.  McKlnnej)  had  been  so  long 
making  to  Congress,  were  mere  romance,  and  deceptions  in- 
ventions. It  was  one  of  the  instances  of  the  extreme  diffl- 
cultjr  of  getting  rid  of  any  Oovernment  establishment,  no 
matter  how  vi  clous,  after  it  once  takes  root  and  has  created 
an  interest  for  itsel£  It  then  becomes  a  tU-fatt  a  sluggish, 
deep-seated  sore,  insensible  to  either  poultice  or  plaster,  and 
only  amenable  to  the  knife  and  the  actual  cautery.  8o  of 
this  Indian  trading  establishment  It  was  commenced  as  an 
experiment,  and  for  the  limited  term  of  three  years,  under 
Washington's  administration,  and  for  the  double  purpose  of 
supplying  the  Indians  with  suitable  goods,  at  cost  and  car- 
riage, and  to  wean  them  off  firom  the  British  traders — ^then 
controlling  them  through  their  trade  in  all  the  Northwest 
Instead  of  terminating  at  the  end  of  three  years,  when  it 
was  already  seen  that  the  experiment  was  a  failure,  the 
establishment  was  continued  thirty  years  I  and  then  only 
terminated  by  the  most  determined  effortSb 


some  length,  the  speech  he  yesterday  com- 
menced in  support  of  the  bill,  and  agunst  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Benton,  concerning  the  official  conduct  of 
the  agents  employed  in  conducting  the  system, 
said  &at  it  was  not  on  the  ground  that  any  of 
those  agents  had  abused  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affain 
had  reported  the  bilL  It  was  other  coneidera- 
tions  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
made  it  expedient  to  abolish  the  factory  system, 
and  to  provide  more  effectively  for  opening 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians  by  li- 
censed traders.  He  had  examined  with  atten- 
tion, he  said,  the  documents  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  had  referred,  and  could  perceive  in 
them  nothing  which  showed  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  trade,  or  that  the  factors,  or 
agents,  had  not  faithfully  discharged  their  duty ; 
that,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  he  believed 
them  all  to  be  honest,  correct  men.  He  said 
that  he  had  but  a  slight  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  Superintendent,  but  the  character  of 
that  gentleman  here,  for  integrity,  stands  high, 
and  that,  from  the  best  information  he  coula 
obtain,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superin- 
tendent had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
ability,  and  perhaps  as  well  as  any  other  man 
could  have  performed  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  firom 
Missouri,  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
by  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing  goods  of 
bad  quality,  and  not  adapted  to  the  Indian 
trade;  in  making  the  purchases  at  improper 
places,  and  at  extravagant  prices;  and  in  the 
manner  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries  received 
from  the  factors.  Mr.  J.  said  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  examined  before  the  com- 
mittee, seemed  \o  think  that  such  abuses  had 
been  committed.  But,  from  an  examination  of 
all  the  documents  laid  before  the  committee, 
and  from  other  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superintend- 
ent had  performed  his  duty  with  the  utmost 
zeal  and  integrity.  Wit^  respect,  he  said,  to 
the  quality  of  the  goods  purchased  for  the  fac- 
tories, there  seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Superintendent,  dated  in  August  1816,  says: 
^^  I  have  been  much  gratified  to  find  the  goods 
sent  here  for  the  Indians  are  well  selected ;  per- 
fect justice  has  been  done.  I  am  informed  by 
persons  in  the  Indian  Department,  that  such  a 
selection  was  never  sent  to  this  country.  In 
fact,  I  cannot  conceive  that  they  could  be  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  objects  to  which  they  are  sent." 
He  said  that  the  factor  at  Fort  Osage,  also, 
speaks  favorably  of  the  goods  sent  to  him.  It 
is  probable,  he  remarked,  that  some  of  the  goods 
alluded  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  examined 
before  the  committee,  were  remnants  of  the 
old  stock  on  hand.  He  was  informed  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  goods  now  in  the  factories, 
had  been  purchased  about  the  dose  of  the  late 
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war  with  England,  when  goods  were  exorbitant, 
and  difficnlt  to  be  had  at  anj  price.  He  be- 
UeTed,  at  that  period,  that  the  price  of  mer- 
ebandise  was  from  fiftj  to  one  hundred  per 
cent  higher  than  twelve  months'  sabseqnent 
thereto.  As  to  the  pkces  at  which  the  goods 
had  been  purchased,  he  considered  a  matter  of 
na  oonaeqnence,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
ooold  have  been  obtained  on  better  terms  at 
aoj  other  place.  Nor  does  it  appear,  he  ob- 
aerred,  that  the  furs  and  peltries  receiv^  of  the 
&ctora,  oonld  have  been  disposed  of  to  more 
adrantage.  The  act  of  1811  makes  it  the  dnty 
of  the  Snperintendent^nder  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon 
SQch  ferms  and  conditions  as  he  shonld  pre- 
fleribe,  to  canse  the  fars  and  peltry,  and  other 
articles  acquired  in  trade  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions, to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  in  different 
]«rt3  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
o(  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the 
United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Sanerintendent  and  factors,  in 
relation  to  the  different  subjects  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  commented, 
might  be  satisfactorily  ezplfdned,  without  im> 
luting  the  character  of  any  of  them.  These 
gentlemen,  he  remarked,  had  no  personal  in- 
terest whatever  in  the  Indian  trade ;  they  were 
absolutely  prohibited  from  being,  in  any  man- 
ner, personally  concerned  in  carrying  it  on. 
They  act,  he  said,  under  the  obligations  of  an 
oath,  and  have  given  bond,  with  security,  for 
the  fiuthful  performance  of  their  duty.  Tliey 
act,  too,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  compelled  to  render  an  account, 
quarter-yearly,  of  all  money,  goods,  and  other 
pr(^>erty,  which  come  into  their  hands,  or  for 
which  they  ought  to  account  Thus,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  Superintendent  and  factors 
have  acted  under  high  responsibilities,  and  that 
die  Government  has  had  every  opportunity  of 
jndgiog  of  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  and 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  any  of  them  had 
violated  their  duty,  they  would  have  been  re- 
moved from  office. 

Mr.  LowBiK,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  for 
several  years  he  had  been  seeking  information 
on  the  factory  system,  that  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined the  voluminous  documents  the  Senate 
had  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  subject.  He 
had  come  to  the  foil  conviction  that  the  factory 
system  had  not  answered  the  purpose  intended 
1^  its  establishment.  This  conviction,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  L.,  has  not  been  produced  in  my 
mind  by  the  reasons  which  seem  to  operate 
with  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  Qir.  Ben- 
T05.)  His  remarks  go  more  to  show  the  abuses 
of  the  system,  and,  Indeed,  frauds  of  the  Super- 
iDtendent  and  factors,  than  to  any  defect  in 
the  iystem  itself.  My  view  of  the  subject  is 
the  reverse  of  this.  I  think  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  that  all  the  transactions,  so 
aUy  commented  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
nui,  (Mr.  Bkmton,)  could  have  happened  in 


the  absence  of  every  thing  involving  fraud  or 
official  misconduct  on  the  part  of  these  officers. 
They  are  not  here  to  answer  for  or  defend  them- 
selves, and  the  evidence  before  us  is  not  suffi- 
cient, in  my  judgment,  to  condenm  them. 
Placed  in  these  circumstances,  their  former  good 
characters  ought  to  go  for  something.  The 
factors  are  first  nominated  by  the  President, 
and  then  have  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  this  body. 
I  do  not  know  any  of  them  personally,  and  with 
the  Superintendent  my  acquaintance  is  not  of 
long  standing.  The  official  intercourse  I  had 
with  him,  during  two  years  that  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oonmiittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  gave 
me  a  good  opportunity  of  knowing  him.  It  is 
but  iustice  to  him  to  state,  that  I  consider  him 
an  able  and  a  faithful  officer,  and,  what  is  of  as 
much  esteem  with  me,  an  honest  and  an  upright 
man. 

My  objection  to  the  continuance  of  this  trade 
goes  against  the  system  itself.  In  the  first 
place,  the  capital  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the 
object.  On  this  point  I  have  not  data  to  speak 
with  precision,  but,  to  supply  the  whole  of  the 
Indian  trade,  I  apprehend  that  ten  times  the 
amount  now  invested  would  be  necessary.  This 
alone  would  be  conclusive  against  the  system. 
The  present  capital  is  found  difficult  to  manage. 
The  Indian  border,  where  this  trade  is  carried 
on,  extends  over  several  thousand  miles.  In 
such  an  extended  market,  the  purchase  of  arti- 
cles suitable  for  the  wants,  real  or  imaginary, 
the  wishes  and  the  caprices  of  the  various 
tribes ;  the  transportation,  care,  and  sale  of  the 
furs  and  peltries,  involve  such  a  complication 
of  circumstances,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  conduct  the  concern  to  advan- 
tage. All  these  difficulties  exist  with  the  pres- 
ent investment,  and  all  these  difficulties  would 
increase  with  the  enlargement  of  the  capitaL 
Nothing  but  individual  enterprise,  individual 
industry  and  attention,  is  equal  to  such  a  busi- 
ness. Indeed,  I  dislike  the  idea  of  this  Govern- 
ment becoming  a  trader,  and  coming,  as  they 
must  come,  in  competition  with  private  traders. 
This  Government,  like  the  Government  of 
every  free  country,  requires  a  great  deal  of 
machinery  to  keep  it  in  motion.  Let  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  be  limited  to  those  objects 
which  must  be  attended  to.  Leave  the  Indian 
trade  to  individuals.  If  it  wants  regulations, 
let  those  regulations  be  made.  The  wisdom  of 
Congress  is  certainly  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
I. never  knew  much  advantage  result  to  any 
Government  from  becoming  traders,  speculat- 
ing in  funds,  or  even  holding  bank  stock.  In 
every  competition,  individual  interest  is  always 
too  sharp-sighted,  where  the  Grovemment  is  a 
party. 

Still,  if  I  believed  this  trade  to  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  these  poor  Indians,  no  consideration 
of  loss,  on  our  part,  would  induce  me  to  with- 
draw it  from  them.  But  advantage  to  them, 
while  you  supply  so  small  a  part  of  their  trade, 
is  out  of  the  question.  Open  a  trade,  under 
proper  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  the  In- 
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dians  will  be  better  supplied,  and  on  better 
terms.  Oompetitioii,  the  great  regulator  of  the 
trading  community,  will,  of  itself,  be  found  suf- 
ficient. 

As  to  the  detail  of  the  bill,  I  prefer  the  sec- 
tions reported  by  the  committee.  ^  I  think  tiie 
factors  should  be  permitted  to  close  this  busi- 
ness, and,  to  prevent  loss,  a  reasonable  time 
should  be  allowed.  Either  plan,  however,  will 
answer  the  purpose.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find 
such  a  xmanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  Senate  on 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  these  estabU^- 
ments. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  27. 
Indian  Trade, 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish 
the  present  establishment  of  Indian  trade,  and 
to  provide  for  opening  that  trade  to  licensed 
individuals— the  amendments  offered  by  Mr. 
Benton  (going  principally  to  discontinue  the 
establishment  in  June,  1822,  instead  of  1828 ; 
to  take  the  settlement  of  its  affairs  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  officers,  and  to  confine  the 
present  bill  to  that  abolition  simply)  being  the 
question  still  pendinff. 

Mr.  RnooLBS  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  some  former  observations  of  Mr.  Benton, 
and  in  support  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Lankan  also  submitted  his  reasons  for 
preferring  the  bill  as  it  was,  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Van  Buben  spoke  at  some  length  to 
show  that  the  objections  urged  against  tiie  ex- 
isting establishment  of  Indian  trade,  applied 
more  to  the  organization  of  the  system  than  to 
the  system  itself;  and  to  show  that,  if  it  were 
proper  to  abolish  it,  the  winding  up  of  its  con- 
cerns ought  to  be  confided  to  tiie  present  offi- 
cers, as  proposed  by  the  bill,  rather  than  to 
other  persons,  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ments, dMS. 

Mr.  LowBiB  also  added  some  remarks  to  the 
same  effect. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  those  centlemen  who 
had  adverted  to  his  remarks,  and  advocated,  at 
considerable  length,  not  only  the  course  he  had 
proposed  to  adopt  on  this  subject,  but  the  rea- 
sons and  facts  he  had  urged  in  its  support,  many 
of  which  he  repeated  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied  to  Mr. 
Benton  also  at  considerable  length,  and  sup- 
ported the  bill  against  the  objections  maae 
to  it. 

Mr.  Yan  Buben  subjoined  some  fhrther  re- 
marks agiunst  the  amendments. 

Mr.  ^ooN  spoke  against  any  system  of  Grov- 
emment  trade  with  the  Indiana,  as  unprofitable 
to  the  nation,  inexpedient,  and  every  way  more 
objectionable  than  a  well-regulated  system  of 
licensed  private  trade—contendinff  that  the 
Government  could  not  attend  to  all  uie  minutias 


of  Indian  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  all  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  sll 
the  affiurs  of  South  Ainerioa,  which  were  now 
taken  in  hand.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amend* 
ments. 

Mr.  Ejng,  of  Alabama,  had  no  objection  to 
discontinuing  the  &otory  systmu,  though  it  had 
been  productive  of  mucn  good ;  but  he  wished 
at  the  same  time  to  substitute  some  other  more 
eligible,  such  as  the  bill  provided,  and  spoke 
against  the  amendment  for  this,  and  also  for  the 
reason  that  it  would  not  leave  time  enoo^^  to 
wind  up  the  conoems  of  the  qrstem,  if  directed 
to  be  done  by  June  next 

Mr.  Benton,  then,  after  observing  that  some 
time  had  elapsed  since  the  amendment  was  first 
offered,  stated  that  he  would  modify  the  propo- 
sition by  adding,  after  the  first  of  Jime,  1823, 
the  words,  ^'  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  can  conve* 
niently  be  done." 

The  bill  was  l^en  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thubsdat,  March  28. 
Indian  Trade, 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  the  establishment 
of  Indian  trade  and  to  provide  for  opening  that 
trade  to  private  individuals — ^the  amendmentB 
offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Benton  still  pending. 

Mr.  Saoth  delivered  the  reasons,  at  conside^ 
able  length,  which  infiuenced  him  to  favor  the 
amendments  in  preference  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  amendment ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Bbhton's 
amendments,  and  they  were  agreed  to— aj« 
17,  noes  11. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  biO, 
that  the  different  objects  which  it  embrace^ 
viz:  the  abolition  of  the  present  system— the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  private  trade,  t^ 
might  be  reported  in  separate  bills. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  sabjeo^ 
m  which  Messrs.  Ons,  Bknton,  Taibot,  Johh- 
SON,  of  Louisiana,  RnoGLES,  Lowbie,  and  Las- 
man,  took  part ;  and,  before  taking  any  ques- 
tion, tiie  Senate  a^oumed. 


Fbidat,  March  29. 
Indian  Trade, 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Ck)mmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  discontinue  the  Indian  trade 
system,  and  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to 
individuals  under  certain  regulations. 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday  to  recommit  the  bill  with  o^ 
tain  instructions ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof;  mow 
to  strike  out  all  those  sections  which  proposea 
to  establish  a  system  of  private  trade,  by  license, 
under  the  management  of  a  principal  Super- 
intendent to  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
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and  assistant  saperintendent  to  reside  at  St. 
LoniB,  in  Missoiiri.  The  effect  of  this  motion 
was  to  limit  the  present  bill  to  a  simple  aboli- 
ticm  and  settlement  of  the  concerns  of  the  pres- 
emt  factory  system. 

The  qnestion  was  ta&en  on  this  motion  with- 
out debate  or  objection,  and  carried ;  and  the 
bfll,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  April  1. 
McMon  Bouge^i  Claim, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  permit  a  Judicial  inves- 
tigation and  decision  of  the  daim  of  the  Mar- 
qiDs  de  Maison  Bottge,  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
lionisiana,  was  read  tne  third  time,  and  then, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  an  amendment, 
to  compel  the  District  Attorney  to  take  an  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  should  the  decision  be 
adyerse  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Eaton  moved 
to  recommit  the  bilL 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  the  amendment  was  un- 
necessary, inasmuch  as  the  DLstrict  Attorney 
would  certainly  deem  it  his  duty  to  prosecute 
an  appeal,  shoidd  tiie  decision  be  m  favor  of  the 
oomptainant;  that  the  claim  was  one  of  too 
great  magnitude  and  of  too  much  importance 
to  presume  that  an  attorney  would  omit  to  ap- 
peal, and  that  the  Government  might  safely 
confide  in  that  officer  to  perform  his  duty  in 
that  respect  without  any  compulsory  provision 
in  thisbilL 

After  some  fhrther  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
committed. 


TuxsDAT,  April  2. 
Cflaka  4^  Beaufnarehaii, 
The  following  Message  was  received  fW)m  the 

PBSBEDKIIT  OF  THE  UnTTID  StaTBS  : 

f^  tie  SemOe  of  ike  Vmled  8talet': 

X  transmit  to  Ckmgren  the  translation  of  two  let- 
text  from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State,  idadng  to  the  ckim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Bammaiduds  upon  this  GoTemment,  with  the  docn« 
BMits  therawitfa  enclosed,  recommeiidiDg  them  to  the 
iNonUe  oouideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

WAamBQTOir,  MarA  29,  1822. 

Indian  Jffairt, 

Mr.  BxirroN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  ocmaderation : 

Mmhedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  xeqoested  to  ccmmimioate  to  the  Senate,  at  their 
next  session,  such  infoimation  as  may  in  the  mean 
time  be  obtained,  showing  the  nnmber  of  persons  of 
whole  or  part  Indian  blood,  detached  from  their 
tribes,  and  living  amoiu^the  white  people  in  each  of 
tiie  States  of  MiBsonri,  filinois,  and  Indiana,  and  the 
Tccritofries  of  Arkansas  and  IGchigan ;  the  names,  of 
ibtb  heads  of  each  fami^,  and  tiie  nmnber  of  their 
diiMrew,  and  whether  meir  iatiier  or  mother,  and 
whid^  is  of  wliole  or  part  Indian  blood ;  the  names 
cf  each  siiigle  person  of  the  ssme  desoriptian  above 


the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  the  state  of  edncation 
among  them,  the  religion  which  they  profess,  and  the 
places  of  their  residence ;  the  causes  which  have  in- 
doced  them  to  quit  their  tribes  and  settle  among  the 
white  people ;  and  whether  they  have  received  doni^ 
dons  in  land  from  the  French  and  Spanish,  or  Ameri- 
can Qovemments,  and  if  any,  how  mach,  from  what 
Government  received,  where  sitoated,  and  whether 
the  donee  now  possesses  it. 

Heidved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  canse  the  said  information  to  be  coU 
looted  from  the  United  States  Indian  agents,  and 
such  others  as  he  shall  think  proper,  by  causing  the 
appropriate  inquiries  to  be  addressed  to  them ;  and 
the  substance  of  their  information  to  be  digested  into 
a  report,  and  oosmmnicated  to  die  Senate. 

In  introduoing  the  preceding  resolutions,  the 
mover,  Mr.  Bsntok,  stated  his  objects  to  be  to 
obtain  correct  information  with  respect  to  the 
description  of  persons  therein  mentioned,  ^th 
8  view  of  making  some  provision  to  better  their 
condition.  He  knew  of  many  persons  in  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  description  men- 
tioned, soDCie  of  whom  had  applied  to  him  to 
propose  a  law  to  give  them  lands,  as  had  been 
given  to  the  early  white  settlers  in  the  same 
countries.  He  had  delayed  acting  on  their  re- 
quest in  order  to  obtain  full  and  correct  infor- 
mation, to  make  it  the  basis  of  a  law  that  would 
operate  generally  in  behalf  of  all  such  persons 
now  residing  in  the  white  settlements,  and 
others  who  may  choose  to  do  the  like :  con- 
formably to  the  idea  contained  in  the  Presi- 
dent's inaugural  address  of  the  fourth  of  March 
last. 

Maison  Bouge*8  Claim, 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  tiie  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing a  Juoicial  trial  of  the  title  of  the  Marauis 
de  Maison  Bouge  to  a  tract  of  land ;  which  bill 
was,  at  its  third  reading,  yesterday,  recommit- 
ted to  a  committee  for  tne  purpose  of  incorpo- 
rating certain  amendments. 

Some  debate  occurred  on  certam  amendmenta 
of  form  which  were  offered,  and,  after  adopting 
one  to  compel  the  United  States  attorney  to 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  case  the  deci- 
rion  of  the  District  Oourt  be  in  favor  of  the 
claunant,  tiie  bill  was  again  ordered  to  be  iead 
a  third  time,  by  yeas  and  nays— 26  to  18,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Fmdlay,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
^^  of  Alabama,  ]Sng  of  New  York,  En^ht,  Low- 
rie.  Mills,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Seymoor, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee^ 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barboor,  Barton,  Boaidman,  Brown 
of  Ohio,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Hohnes  of 
Maine,  Tianmau,  Macon,  Bogglei^  Van  Bmen,  and 
Walker. 


Thubsdat,  April  4. 

Draufbaek  en  Cordage, 
The  Senate  took  up,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whde,  the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 


190 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Skbtaib.] 


Drowbatkcn  Cordage, 


[Apbil,1821 


Sort  of  cordage   mann&ctured  from  foreign 
emp. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  remarked,  that  he  did  not  ob- 
serve the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Dick- 
ebson)  who  reported  the  bill,  in  his  seat ;  he 
therefore  took  toe  liberty  to  state  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  Committee  on  Ooromeroe  and  Manu- 
factures had  taken  the  subject-matter  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  a  drawback  on  articles 
manufactured  from  foreign  materials,  under 
consideration,  and  resolved  to  report  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  proposing  a  drawback 
on  one  article  only — cordage  made  from  foreign 
hemp.  Mr.  D'W.  observed,  that  he  was  not  de- 
sirous of  making  speeches ;  and  having  commu- 
nicated his  views  upon  the  subject,  on  offering 
the  resolution,  if  there  were  no  objections  to 
the  bill,  he  hoped  it  would  pass,  and  if  there 
were,  he  should  wish  to  hear  them. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Bbown,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some 
remarks,  questioning  the  policy  of  the  measure 
as  it  regards  the  home  growth  of  hemp,  the 
revenue,  &o. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  then  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
considered  the  policy  of  the  measure  sound ; 
that  his  opinion  was  in  unison  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  if  it  militated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  hemp,  he 
would  abandon  the  project.  But,  Mr.  D'W. 
said,  he  was  well  satisned  it  would  not  have  that 
effect ;  that,  although  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  hemp,  it  would 
encourage  the  exportation  of  cordage  more, 
and  the  balance  of  encouragement  was  in  favor 
of  the  home  grower  of  hemp,  who  always 
wished  to  see  the  market  bare  of  the  article 
when  he  brought  forward  his  crop  for  sale.  He 
said  that  the  Government  depended  on  the  con- 
sumption of  imports  for  its  revenue ;  and  more 
than  this,  he  believed,  they  could  not  have. 
Congress,  said  he,  takes  special  care  to  retain 
the  duties  on  all  that  is  consumed,  as  well  by 
the  elements  (fire  and  flood)  as  by  the  people, 
which  he  took  leave  to  remark,  operated  rather 
unequally,  and  bore  hard  upon  the  importers, 
being  a  direct  tax  upon  them.  As  to  the  reve* 
nne  being  injured  by  the  measure,  he  did  not 
believe  that  would  be  the  case  if  fairly  con« 
sidered — all  laws  were  liable  to  abuse ;  it  would 
not  do  to  say  that  Congress  should  not  legislate 
on  subjects  of  this  nature  for  that  reason.  The 
revenue  was  and  must  be  derived  from  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people,  be  it  in  what  shape  it 
may.  We  have,  said  he.  Committees  of  Ways 
and  Means,  but  I  have  never  known  them  to  do 
or  say  much  about  the  means ;  the  time  of  Con- 
gress-being consumed  upon  the  ways  of  collect- 
ing and  disposing  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
means  were  left  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
Mr.  D'W.  considered  that  the  industry  of  the 
people  was  the  means,  and  that  any  measures 
which  went  to  encourage  their  industry,  must 
be  favorable  to  the  revenue;  the  growers  of 
cotton  support  the  revenue,  because  they  furnish 
exports,  which  gave  the  means  to  produce  im- 


ports, and  from  imports  we  collect  our  revenne, 
as  does  every  branch  of  industry  which  adds 
to  the  Commonwealth  give  the  means  for  reve- 
nue. The  rope  maker,  who  adds  value  to  the 
imported  raw  material,  and  thus  makes  an  arti- 
cle of  export,  adds  to  our  means  of  revenne. 

He  wished,  he  said,  that  we  were  not  so  mnch 
in  the  habit  of  classing  our  industry.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  imported  policy  to  consider  the 
different  branches  of  our  industry  as  adverse 
interests.  He  wished  we  could  view  the  indus- 
try of  the  whole  country  as  one  interest.  He 
had  taken  much  pains  to  look  into  this  subject, 
and  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  find  any 
branch  of  home  industry  which  would  be  liable 
t6  suffer  by  the  measure  now  proposed.  He 
was  not  of  the  opinion  with  some  gentlemen, 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  flourishing;  it 
may  be  well  enough  to  say  so  to  foreign  nations, 
with  whom  we  have  commercial  disputes,  bni 
he  did  net  believe  the  fact  to  be  so.  He  had 
looked  at  the  book  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  exports 
and  imports ;  he  found  included  in  our  exports 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  sent  out  of 
the  country,  which  was  about  two  and  one-half 
millions ;  deduct  this  from  our  exports,  and  it 
leaves  them  about  the  same  as  the  imports. 
This  was  not  a  flourishing  state  of  trade ;  bat 
if  it  was  a  true  state  of  it,  he  should  not  be 
much  alarmed.  He  was  not,  he  said,  a  gloomy 
man,  nor  very  desirous  to  show  the  worst  side 
of  a  bad  case,  but  he  had  always  thoaght  he 
was  not  adding  any  thing  to  his  own  estate,  un- 
less he  was  selling  more  of  the  produce  of  his 
own  industry  than  he  purchased  uf  others.  He 
had  attempted  to  make  some  statement  for  his 
own  guide  in  this  business,  but  had  not  finished 
it ;  the  result,  so  far  as  he  had  gone,  led  him  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  people  of  this  conntiy 
are  indebted  to  Europe  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  items  of  debt  are  many. 
To  pay  the  interest  of  this  debt,  whether  it  be 
public  or  private,  it  must  take  a  part  of  oar  ez- 

{>ort8,  say  five  millions  at  least ;  and  this,  if  paid, 
eaves  a  balance  against  us  of  that  suni,  which 
is  adding  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  debts 
abroad ;  and  any  gentleman  who  feels  disposed 
to  offset  this  item  against  the  freight  our  ships 
make  in  carrying  our  produce  to  market,  and 
profits  on  our  exports,  I  will  offer  him,  said  Mr. 
b'W.,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  barrels  of 
flour  now  piled  up  in  the  ports  of  Europe,  and 
tiie  West  Indies,  sour  and  spoiled,  on  the  hands, 
and  on  account  of  the  shippers  in  tliis  country. 
As  for  profits  on  our  produce  exported,  he  be- 
lieved no  well-informed  merchant  would  pre- 
tend there  were  any ;  if  we  obtain  within  ten 
per  cent  of  the  cost,  it  is  considered  doing 
pretty  well ;  it  is  on  the  return  cargoes  we  de- 
pend for  our  profits,  if  we  get  any. 

The  sliipping  interest  and  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  D*W.  thought  important  to  the  nation. 
Spanish  America,  said  he,  is  now  offering  a 
trade  to  Uie  world,  and  our  competitors,  the 
British,  are  eager  to  engross  it;  we  have  not 
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the  manafactured  articles  with  which  to  supply 
that  coaotry,  nor  the  manufactories  to  consume 
their  raw  materials ;  but  we  have  ships,  seamen, 
and  enterprise,  and  some  capital,  (although  not 
80  much  as  Great  Britain,)  and  we  can  come  in 
for  a  share  of  this  trade,  if  the  Government 
win  grant  the  same  aid  to  enable  us  to  compete 
with  them.  England  allows  drawbacks  on 
cordage  to  amount  of  duties,  both  on  the  hemp 
and  tar ;  they  obtain  their  hemp  from  Russia, 
the  same  country  which  supplies  us.  We  have 
the  machinery  and  art  for  making  cordage,  in 
as  great  perfection  as  the  British,  or  any  otner 
European  nation,  and  our  people  are  as  capable 
and  industrious ;  but  unless  we  get  the  draw- 
backs, we  must  give  up  that  branch  of  trade. 
Hie  measure  now  proposed  will  employ  some 
ahipping  to  bring  the  hemp  for  making  cordage 
to  export,  and  as  far  as  this  goes,  creates  con- 
flomption  of  the  article  in  our  own  country,  and 
of  course  directly  adds  to  the  revenue.  We 
shall  go  to  Europe  and  obtain  manufactures  for 
the  Spanish  American  markets,  and  carry 
thither  the  raw  materials  of  that  country,  to 
such  ports  as  may  admit  us ;  but  the  merchant 
who  finds  the  manufactured  articles  needed  in 
his  own  country,  and  a  market  at  home  for  his 
return  cargo,  must  have  great  advantages  over 
him  who  has  to  look  to  foreign  countries  for 
both.  Hence,  if  it  be  any  object  with  Govern- 
ment to  aid  commerce,  he  could  see  no  way  to 
do  it  better  than  by  this  measure,  as  far  as  it 
went  Mr.  B'W.  asked  if  the  drawback  on  re- 
fined sugar  injured  the  market  for  the  grower 
of  the  raw  sugar  in  Louisiana  ?  He  thought 
he  must  be  answered  in  the  negative — ^and,  if  it 
did  not,  how  would  the  drawback  on  cordage 
injure  the  market  for  the  grower  of  hemp? 
•  The  imported  hemp  having  paid  the  duties,  is 
naturalized,  is  domesticated,  and  made  harm- 
less ;  it  is  domestic  hemp,  making  one  common 
stock  with  the  home-grown  article ;  and  he 
contended  it  made  no  difference  to  the  revenue 
whether  the  o»rdage  exported  and  obtaining  a 
drawback,  was  made  of  the  imported  or  the 
home-grown  hemp— he  said  it  made  no  differ- 
ence to  the  revenue ;  you  have,  said  he,  a  com- 
mon stock  of  the  imported  and  home  growth, 
and  if  it  be  more  than  the  consumption  of  your 
eoantry,  you  may  as  well  allow  the  surplus  to 
be  exported  in  cordage,  by  giving  back  the  du- 
ties on  the  hemp,  so  far  as  it  has  any  effect  on 
^or  revenues,  as  to  have  it  laying  over,  to  be 
m  the  way  of  your  new  importations,  and  your 
new  crop  of  home  growth.  He  did  not  advance 
these  ideas  in  regard  to  the  revenue,  as  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  sat^y 
those  gentlemen  who  feared  the  revenue  would 
be  injured  by  it.  When,  however,  said  he,  your 
home  growth  shall  be  equal,  or  exceed  your 
eottsaoiption,  and  you  find  the  drawback  on 
cordage  equal  to,  or  exceeding  the  duties  on  the 
imported  hemp,  then,  to  be  sure,  it  may  be  time 
to  think  of  refusing  or  reducing  the  drawback, 
mikas  it  should  be  your  policy  to  consider  it  as 
a  bounty  on  the  home  grower  of  hemp,  and 


allow  it  for  that  purpose.  Hemp  is  an  article 
which  cannot  be  exported  in  its  raw  state,  there 
being  no  market,  unless  carried  back  to  Europe 
from  where  it  came. 

Mr.  D'W.  said  he  hoped  for  an  opportunity 
of  giving  some  further  views  on  the  bill,  should 
its  policy  be  further  questioned. 

Mr.  Talbot  contended  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  import  hemp  from  Russia, 
manufacture  it  here,  and  then  compete  with 
Russia  in  the  sale  of  the  article  in  the  foreign 
market ;  that  this  bill  would  produce  no  good 
effect,  but  that,  if  it  should  have  any  practical 
operation,  it  would  be  one  detrimentid  to  the 
revenue ;  that  at  present  Russia  hemp  was  pre- 
ferred in  foreign  markets,  from  its  superior 
beauty,  &c.,  and,  instead  of  discouraging  the 
home  pvoduct,  it  ought  to  be  promoted,  and  the 
duty  on  foreign  hemp  increased.  He  concluded 
by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Thursday 
next,  to  wait  the  progress  of  a  bill  in  the  other 
House,  and  to  allow  time  for  examining  the 
present  proposition  with  some  attention. 

Mr.  MoRBiLL  confessed  that,  if  he  believed 
the  effects  predicted  by  Mr.  D'Wolf  from  this 
measure  would  result  from  it,  he  would  readily 
vote  for  it ;  but  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  believed  that  it  would  discourage  the  pro- 
duction of  domestic  hemp,  and  therefore  be  in- 
jurious to  the  agricultural  interest,  &c. 

Mr.  Otis  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  an 
earlier  consideration  of  this  bill  than  Thursday 
next ;  and  expressed  his  opinion  in  concurrence 
with  the  views  offered  in  its  favor  by  Mr. 
D'WoLF,  which  views  he  conceived  to  possess 
much  weight,  and  to  be  entitled  to  consider- 
ation. 

The  biU  was  then  postponed  to  Monday  next, 
the  motion  having  been  varied  to  that  day. 

Fbidat,  April  5. 

Ship-huilding  and  Nany  Yards — their  Cast  and 
Mtpenses^  and  personal  Mtdblishment  o/Men^ 
Officers,  and  WorJepeople, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  the  2d  instant,  for 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  certain  information 
relative  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  having  been  modified,  were  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bo  requested  to  commuoicate  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
penses of  building  each  vessel  of  war  built  at  each 
navy  yard  or  other  place  in  the  United  States,  an- 
Uiorized  by  the  act  of  the  2d  January,  181S,  and  the 
acts  supplementary  thereto ;  distinguishing,  in  each 
vessel  so  built,  the  expenses  of  timber,  iron,  copper, 
oordage,  hemp,  oloth,  and  other  materials ;  the 
amount  paid  to  agents  or  superintendents,  specifying 
their  names ;  the  amount  paid  for  labor,  particular- 
izing the  sums  paid  to  carpenters,  mast  makers,  bout 
builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers,  caulk- 
ers, gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers,  sail  makers,  and 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

JUsoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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be  reqaested  to  oommiinioate  to  the  Senate  the 
names,  nmnber,  and  grade  of  the  oflScen,  and  the 
nnmber  of  men,  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in 
and  attached  to  each  nayy  yard  and  each  naval  sta- 
tion in  the  United  States,  with  the  services  each  has 
performed,  and  the  compensation  each  has  received 
in  pay,  rations,  and  other  emoluments,  daring  the 
two  last  years  ending  on  the  first  of  Jannaiy  last, 
including  the  value  of  the  benefit  to  any  officers  for 
the  use  or  improvement  of  any  pnblio  property. 

JUsolvedt  That  the  information  required  by  the 
abova  resolntions  be  furnished  to  the  Senate  at  the 
oommencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Belitf  of  Land  PureMaeri. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  sapplementary 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  "for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,''  (to  extend  the 
time  to  September,  1822,  in  which  the  pur- 
chasers may  avail  themselyes  of  the  provisions 
of  that  act.) 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Land  Oommittee  to  report  this  bill, 
and  the  considerations  which  rendered  its  pas- 
sage reasonable  and  proper. 

Mr.  Ohanblbr  offered  a  few  remarks  adverse 
to  the  policy  of  legislating  any  further  on  this 
subject. 

Messrs.  Bbowit,  of  Ohio,  Johnsoit,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Babton,  and  Walkkb,  severaJlv  advo- 
cated the  justice  and  expediency  of  this  biU, 
urging  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed,  after 
the  passage  of  the  late  act,  for  the  purcnasers 
to  make  the  neceasarv  application  to  the  land 
offices,  the  injustice  of  excluding  a  great  portion 
of  them,  who  were  actually  unable  to  make  ap- 
plication in  time,  after  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions and  forms  readied  the  different  land 
offices,  in  preparing  and  forwarding  which 
much  of  the  time  allowed  by  the  act  was  con- 
sumed, and  leavinff  very  little  for  a  compliance 
with  tne  law,  by  &oee  for  whose  relief  it  was 
intended,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Euro,  of  New  York,  who 
wished  gentlemen  to  have  time  to  compare  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  with  those  of  the  act  of 
last  seeaion,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuoiday 
next 


MoirnAT,  April  8. 

Georgia  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliott,  sundry  authentic 
letters  between  the  Governors  of  Georgia  and 
the  War  Department,  with  others  ftom  various 
persons,  in  relation  to  Indian  depredations  on 
Georgia  in  the  years  1792, 1798,  and  1794,  com- 
municated by  tiie  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the 
Senators  from  that  State,  were  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  ]&01itary  Affairs. 


TuxsDAT,  April  9. 

Drawbaek  on  Cordage, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  allow  drawback  on  cordage  manufactured 
from  foreign  hemp,  and,  without  further  debate. 


the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  de> 
dded  in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays  17.  * 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

WxDNXSDAT,  April  10. 
John  J.  a  OldJiM, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Olaims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
John  J.  0.  Oldfield,  of  Baltimore.  [The  peti- 
tioner was  the  innocent  purchaser  of  two  dnfts, 
issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  l^e  United  States,  to 
the  Paymaster  General,  in  favor  of  two  widows 
for  pensions,  which  drafts,  it  was  afterwards 
found,  were  issued  on  the  authority  of  fhiudn- 
lent  certificates  and  papers,  forged  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  the  pretended  endorsement  of 
these  widows  on  the  drafts  were  foiged.  Mr. 
Oldfield,  the  purchaser  of  these  dra^  prajB 
that  the  Government  will  pay  them.] 

Mr.  Eaton,  deeming  the  claim  on  the  Gov- 
ernment an  equitable  one,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  so  as  to  give  it  a  character  favorable  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  supported  his 
motion  with  a  number  of  remarks.  Messrs. 
Babtoiv  and  Van  Dteb,  (members  of  the  Cam* 
mittee  of  Ol^ms,)  opposed  this  motion,  and 
spoke  to  show  that  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  law  or  equity, 
to  allow  the  daim.  Mr.  Llotd  argued  to  show 
that  the  daim  was  a  fair  one,  and  ought  to  be 
paid.  Mr.  Eaton  added  further  arguments  in 
fiavor  of  the  daim.  Messrs.  Labicait  and  Bon* 
NXT  replied  to  Mr.  E.,  and  advocated  the  other 
side  of  the  Question.  After  some  fhrther  de- 
bate^ whldi  Messrs.  Lloti>,  D'Wolf,  Eatov, 
and  Y  AN  Dteb,  took  part,  the  motion  to  re- 
verse the  report  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision, and  the  report  was  agreed  to.  * 

FsiDAT,  April  12. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :  ^ 

Reaohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Ifanufactaree  be  iBstmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  giving  the  uaent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Auembly  of  North  Caidlna,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  entitied  the  Bosr 
noke  Inlet  Company,**  and  for  other  poiposeat 

Monday,  April  15. 
Georgia  Militia  ClaitM, 
Mr.  Eluott,  from  the  Military  Committer 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

The  Militaiy  Committee,  to  whom  was  reffemd 
the  resolution  instmctizuE  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  ths 
militia  daims  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  for  sernoes 
rendered  under  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  years  1792, 1793,  and  1794,  re* 
port: 

That,  in  the  examination  of  this  sulgect,  sondiy 
authentic  letters  and  other  documents  were  submit- 
ted to  their  inipection ;  among  which,  the  following, 
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beiog  deemed  the  most  msterial,  are  here  lo  arranged 
tod  oondenMd  as  to  present  to  the  Senate,  with  the 
Imt  poesible  detail,  the  merits  of  the  case,  Tiz  : 

A  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the  Seo- 
letuy  of  War,  dated  22d  of  May,  1792,  commnni- 
ettiqg  to  the  department  official  information  of  the 
hostile  dispontion  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
as  manifested  in  the  murders  which  thej  had  just 
committed,  and  the  houses  thej  had  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  stating  these  facts,  the  Governor  pro- 
ceeds: **When  jou  matorelj  deliberate  on  the 
present  position  of  the  federal  troops,  and  contem- 
plate the  orders  to  that  effect,  you  will  doubtless 
foresee  a  series  of  complicated  difficulties  that  may 
attend  the  army  in  the  event  of  general  hostilities. 
Hm  movement  of  the  anny  ought  to  be  governed  by 
dremnstanoes ;  and,  whilst  it  is  to  renuun  sulject  to 
ciders  issued  at  the  remote  distance  of  one  thousand 
miles,  I  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  situation  of  the 
defenoeleas  settlers  scattered  over  an  extensive  fiontier 
of  at  least  three  hundred  miles.  The  savage  depre- 
datioDS  that  have  taken  place  for  near  three  yean 
put  have  been  considerably  to  the  westward  of  the 
Bock  Landing,  from  which,  to  the  river  Ingalo,  there 
is  a  frontier  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  ^iles 
exposed  to  Indian  ravages.  When  I  point  out  this 
as  a  defenceless  ground,  I  do  not  leave  out  of  view 
that  portion  of  the  fiontier  firom  the  river  St.  Mary's 
to  the  Rock  Landing;  for,  should  a  pressure  take 
place  to  the  westwfud,  the  Indians  have  sufficient 
ssgadty  to  retaliate  on  the  settlers  on  the  lower  fron- 
tiers. From  these  considerations,  additional  ex- 
ertions towards  a  general  defence  will  be  indispen- 
Mbk" 

On  tiie  15th  of  June,  1792,  Major  Richard  McCall, 
the  comnumdant  of  the  federal  troops  in  Georgia, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  the  State :  '■*'  I  Imve 
just  returned  from  the  Big  or  High  Shoals  of  Oconee. 
On  my  way  up,  I  found  the  settiements  breaking. 
At  this  particular  crisis  the  settlers  neglecting  their 
crops  will,  of  course,  be  an  iiijury  to  the  frontiers.  I 
have,  therefore,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's 
permission,  called  into  Service  some  mHitia.  The  re- 
ports of  Captains  Bamet  and  William  Strong,  my  let- 
ter to  General  Clark,  and  my  instructions  to  the 
dtflerent  officers,  will  show  the  occasion  of  the 
measure." 

The  Governor  of  Georgia  was  informed  by  letter 
from  Andrew  Pickens,  dated  at  Hopewell,  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  instigated 
by  Spanidi  agents,  had  manifested  an  unfriendly  dis- 
positHin,  and  that  four  towns  had  actually  determined 
on  war;  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  had  not 
returned  from  Pensacola,  but  were  soon  expected 
vttfa  a  large  supply  oi  ammunition,  at  which  tuse  it 
was  expected  a  general  war  would  commence  be- 
tween that  nation  and  the  United  States.  This  let- 
ter was  accompanied  with  one  from  Captain  K  B. 
Boberts^  commanding  the  United  States  troops  at 
Fort  Matthews,  Big  Shoals  of  Oconee,  informing  the 
Goremor  of  the  contents  of  a  letter  received  by  him 
from  Mr.  Shaw,  the  superintendent  of  the  Cherokee 
satioD,  which  induced  him  to  look  for  a  predatory 
war,  if  nothing  more  serious.  **The  weakness  of 
ftis  post,"  continues  the  Captain,  "  although  it  is  my 
tbtj  to  defend  it  to  the  last,  is  such  as  to  render  its 
temire  very  precarious ;  the  strength  of  it  only  twenty- 
tfnr  privates  I  The  frontiers  here  are  troly  deplora- 
Ue,  No  ammunition,  no  authority,  and  no  settied 
xaode  adopted  by  Government  for  their  protection. 
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As  I  am  on  the  q>ot,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not 
imagine  I  presume  to  dictate ;  but  really,  sir,  if  the 
militia  are  not  called  out  immediately,  in  force,  this 
settlement  will  be  totally  broken  up,  and  dreadful 
consequences  will  ensue."  To  this  letter  the  Gov- 
ernor replied  on  the  18th  of  September,  1792,  "  that 
the  commandant  of  the  federal  forces  had  long  since 
been  served  with  a  proviaonal  arrangement  of  the 
militia,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  ample  provision 
has  been  made  by  the  Government  for  any  events 
that  have  as  yet  arisen ;  and,  in  case  emergencies 
should  require  additional  aid,  to  the  one-third  of 
the  militia,  under  orders  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid 
arrangement,  there  shall  be  no  delay  on  my  part  in 
affording  every  support  that  the  atuation  of  the  State 
will  admit."  In  confirmation  of  this  statement^ 
copies  of  general  orders  of  the  years  1790  and  1792 
are  found  among  the  papers  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee for  examination.  By  these,  the  militia  of  the 
State  are  classed,  and  held  ready  for  active  operations 
whenever  their  services  should  be  required. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  the  Governor  of 
Geoxgia  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
determination  of  five  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  consist- 
ing of  from  three  to  five  hundred  warriors,  and  aided 
by  the  Upper  Creeks,  to  commence  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  "  But,"  adds  the  Secretary,  **  as 
Cdhgress  is  on  the  eve  of  their  session,  this  informa- 
tion will  be  communicated  to  them.  The  constitu- 
tion having  invested  that  body  with  the  powers  of 
war,  no  offansive  operations  can  be  taken  until  they 
shall  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  same.  At  present, 
the  information*  does  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
more  of  the  Cherokees  than  five  towns,  and  the 
Creeks  before  mentioned,  are  for  hostilities;  but 
when  tibo  flames  of  war  are  lighted  up,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult effectually  to  restrain  them  within  narrow  limits^ 
If  the  information  which  you  may  receive  shall  sub- 
stantiate clearly  any  hc^e  designs  of  the  Creeks 
against  the  frontiers  of  Greorgia,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  defence 
thereof  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  which  the  occa- 
sion may  require."  On  the  18th  of  November,  1792, 
the  Governor  was  informed  by  Major  Heniy  Gaither, 
of  the  federal  troops,  that,  believing  it  to  be  neces* 
sary,  in  consequence  of  his  permission  to  do  so,  ha 
had  called  into  service  two  additional  troops,  one 
from  Wilkes  county,  and  the  other  frx>m  the  county 
of  Elbert 

In  a  letter  of  the  29tii  of  April,  1793,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  thus  addressed  by  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia :  "  From  depositions  of  Benjamin  Harrison  and 
Francis  Pugh,  and  from  the  information  of  Joseph 
Dabby  there  is  little  expectation  of  avoiding  a  general 
war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians.  Blood 
has  been  ^ilt  in  ervQxj  direction  on  the  extended 
frontier  of  this  State,  and  one  man  killed  in  South 
Oarolina."  After  stating  the  plans  he  had  adopted  for 
temporary  defence,  he  adds :  "  I  shall  follow  this 
plan  of  operation  until  measures  be  taken  by  the 
President  for  the  better  protection  of  the  imfortunate 
settiers  <m  this  exposed  frontier.  If  I  find  the  pres- 
sure become  great,  the  opposition  must  keep  pace 
with  the  several  emergencies." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1798,  his  Excellency  again 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  that,  **8uch  was  the 
havoc  and  carnage  making  by  the  savages  in  every 
direction  on  our  frontiers,  retaliation  by  open  war 
became  the  only  resort ;  that  the  horrid  barbarities 
recentiy  committed  (some  recitals  of  which  were  ei^ 
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closed)  had  compelled  him  to  cause  the  additiooal  aid 
of  six  troops  of  hone  to  bo  drawn  into  the  service." 
On  the  SOdi  of  May,  1793,  the  Secretary  of  War  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  the  several  letters  which 
had  been  addressed  by  the  Governor  to  that  Depart- 
ment, and  adds,  "  that,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
at  this  critical  period,  relative  to  foreign  powers,  and 
the  pending  treaty  with  the  Northern  Indians,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  avoid  for  the  present  offensive 
expeditions  into  the  Greek  conntry;  but,  from  the 
circnm  stances  of  the  late  depredations  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia,  it  is  thought  expedient  to  increase 
the  force  in  that  quarter  for  defensive  purposes.  The 
President,  therefore,  authorizes  your  Excellency  to 
call  into,  and  keep  in  service,  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar force  stationed  in  Georgia,  one  hundred  horse  and 
one  hundred  militia  foot,  to  be  employed,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaither,  in  repelling  in- 
roads, as  circumstances  may  require."  After  direct- 
ing the  manner  of  forming  and  employing  this  force, 
de  Secretary  concludes  tiius :  '*  The  case  of  a  seri- 
ous invasion  of  Georgia  by  laige  bodies  of  Indians 
must  be  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution ; 
but  the  proceeding  with  efficacy  in  future  (the  ne- 
cessity of  which  appears  but  too  probable)  requires 
absolutely  that  no  unnecessary  expense  shall  be  in- 
ouired  in  the  mean  time."  In  reply  to  the  Govemoi's 
lotter  of  May  8tb,  die  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  lOth 
of  June,  says :  ^*  The  State  of  Georgia  being  invaded, 
or  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken 
by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  indispensa- 
ble. You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and 
of  its  duration,  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion  the 
defence  to  the  exigencies.  The  President,  however, 
expresses  his  confidence,  that,  as  soon  as  the  danger 
which  has  induced  you  to  call  out  so  large  a  body  of 
troops  shall  have  subsided,  you  will  reduce  the  troops 
to  the  existing  state  of  things^  provided  the  safety  of 
the  frontiers  will  admit  the  measure.**  After  speak- 
ing of  some  military  supplies  <that  had  been  forwarded, 
he  thus  concludes :  '*  Aa  a  general  and  open  Creek 
war,  in  the  present  crisis  of  European  affairs,  would 
be  complicated  and  of  great  magnitude,  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxiously  desirous  of  avoiding  such  an  event." 
'  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  in  case  circumstances  should  require 
you  to  call  for  aid  from  that  State." 

The  language  of  thia  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina  is  strongly  expressive  of  the  Pres- 
ident's apprehensions  of  a  state  of  serious  hostilities 
with  the  Indians.  The  Secretary  says  to  the  Gov- 
ernor :  *'The  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
ceived authentic  information  from  Georgia  of  the 
improvoked  and  cruel  outrages  of  parties  of  Creeks 
upon  the  frontiers  of  that  State ;  and,  as  it  is  at  pres- 
ent uncertain  to  what  degree  the  evils  complained  of 
may  be  extended,  the  Premdent  has  directed  me  to 
request  your  Excellency  that,  in  case  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  should  be  seriously  invaded  by  large  bodies 
of  hostile  Indians,  you  would,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Governor  of  said  State,  direct  such  parties  of  the 
militia  of  South  Carolina  to  march  to  the  assistance 
of  Geoigia  aa  the  cas6  may  require ;  for  the  expenses 
of  which  the  United  States  will  be  responsible." 

On  the  19ih  of  July,  Captain  Constant  Freeman 
iras  sent  into  Georgia,  as  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  regulate  the  issues  of  public  property  to  the 
troops  who  might  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  prevent  or  remedy  any  abuses  which 
•zisted.   Having,  iimnediately  on  his  arrival,  entered 


on  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  on  tiie  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1793,  he  directed  Major  Graither  to  attend  to 
the  instructions  which  he  had  communicated  to 
him  frt>m  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  the 
monthly  muster  and  infipection  of  the  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  promising  to  aid  the 
person  he  should  appoint  witii  the  necessary  instmo- 
tions. 

On  the  19tii  of  February,  1794,  his  ExcelleDey 
George  Matthews,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Telfair  in 
the  Government  of  Georgia,  having  in  person  exam- 
ined the  exposed  parts  of  the  State,  offered  a  plan  for 
its  defence  to  the  War  Department.  He  protests 
against  the  orders  which  forbid  the  militia  {torn  pur- 
suing the  Indians,  whose  tracks  were  stained  with  the 
blood  of  those  they  had  just  murdered,  over  a  tempo- 
rary and  artificial  line,  as  calculated  to  encourage  the 
Indians,  and  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  State  of 
the  opportunity  of  reprisal,  enjoyed  by  all  nations 
under  such  cirenmstances.  This  letter  is  concluded 
with  the  following  remarks :  *'  I  have  now  to  request 
that  some  person  may  be  appointed  to  muster  the 
militia  that  now  are  or  have  been  in  service,  as  I  pre- 
sume Captain  Freeman  has  informed  you  of  Major 
Gaither's  having  refused  to  make  the  appointment: 
I  can,  sir,  with  great  sincerity  assure  you  that,  in  the 
defence  I  may  require  for  this  State,  I  have  not  a 
wish  to  make  the  expense  one  gbnimg  more  than  is 
requisite;  and  when  you  reflect  that  we  possess  a 
frt>ntier  of  more  than  four  hundred  miles,  exposed  to 
numerous  tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  I  flatter  myself  the 
plan  I  now  submit  will  not  be  deemed  extravagant. 
I  have  to  request,  if  the  arsenals  or  military  stores  of 
the  United  States  will  admit  of  it,  that  yon  send  for- 
ward equipments  for  three  or  four  hundred  horae.  I 
trust  the  President  will  not  think  tiiis  uiureasonable, 
when  it  is  taken  into  view  that  this  State  forms  oa 
extensive  hairier,  or  rather  picket,  to  the  United 
States." 

In  letters  of  the  25th  of  Mareh  and  14th  of  Maj, 
1794,  the  Secretary  of  War  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  Governor  Matthewai'  letter ;  assents  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  plana^  generally,  for  defence  of  the  State ; 
and  sanctions  particularly  the  erection  of  block- 
houses throughout  the  whole  line  of  exposure,  at  the 
distance  of  twenty-five  mQes  apart.  On  the  subject 
of  the  pay  of  the  militia  theretofore  employed,  the 
Secretary  observes  :  *'  As  to  the  number  of  militia 
kept  up  by  your  predecessor  during  the  last  year,  no 
returns  or  muster-rolls  have  been  received— of  course 
no  judgment  can  be  formed  of  their  amount ;  some 
reports  have  made  the  number  before  mentioned  to 
you.  When  the  returns  and  musters  shall  be  received, 
the  question  will  be  impartially  considered  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  he  can  consider  himself  aa 
authorized  to  pay  them.  If  he  cannot,  (which  la 
most  probable,)  the  question  will  be  submitted  to 
Congresa"  In  relation  to  the  muster  and  pay-rolls, 
the  agent  of  the  War  Department,  Ci^tain  Freeman, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  Georgia  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1794 :  "  I  am  very  happy  that  your  Ex- 
cellency has  ordered  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  for  the 
militia  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded ;  and  that  we  so 
perfectiy  coincide  respecting  the  nature  of  the  service 
which  has  been  performed.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  all  obstacles  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  for^ 
mer  accounts  of  the  militia  can  be  laid  before  Coa- 
gress,  and  that  in  future  regcdarity  and  order  wiD  be 
mtroduced.** 
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On  the  subject  of  those  dauns,  Captam  Freeman, 
in  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  the  25th 
of  October,  1802,  after  stating  what  muster  and  pay- 
rolls  he  had  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and 
particiilai;31y  noticing  those  for  the  serrice  termed 
tmauthorked^  remarks:  ^When  the  Acconntant  re- 
ceived the  first  estimates,  he  required  explanations 
relative  to  these  cLums,  and  afterwards  a  certificate 
from  the  Governor  that  the  militia  had  been  called 
iDto  service  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers.  This  requisition  I  transmitted  to  his  Exoel- 
kocy,  who  made  a  statement  of  the  militia  services. 
I  tnnanitted  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  whom 
I  received  a  letter  which  encouraged  the  hope  that 
those  claims  would  be  admitted  and  paid ;  and  other 
letters  afterwards  received  from  the  Accountant  con- 
finned  this  belief.  However,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
eamstances  of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretaxy  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
i^on  other  objects,  and  he  left  the  Department  before 
toy  decision  took  place.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  the 
dtiiens  of  Georgia  never  thought  the  force  authorized 
1^  the  President  of  the  United  States  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers.** 

From  the  foregoing  exposition  of  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  and  the 
eantents  of  others  yet  to  be  noticed,  the  following 
&cts  teem  to  be  established :  That  during  tiie  years 
1792,  1798»  and  1794,  the  State  of  Georgia  was  al- 
most constantly  in  a  state  of  serious  alarm  and  dan- 
ger from  Indian  hostilities,  against  which  she  was  not 
pennitted  to  defend  herself,  as  was  her  obvious  policy, 
by  canying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  oountxy,  and 
by  burning  and  destroying  their  villages  and  crops^ 
to  relieve  her  citizens  from  the  painful  necessity  of 
bang  for  years  in  arms  upon  her  frontiera  That 
Georgia  was  not  permitted  to  pursue  this  course,  be- 
cause it  was  the  duty  and  one  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Federal  Government  *'  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence ;"  and  its  policy  in  mis  instance,  having  a  due 
legard  to  the  safety  of  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
the  soceess  of  pending  negotiations  with  other  Indian 
tribes,  fbsbade  war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians.  That  the  President  became  at  length  se- 
nnuly  eonvinoed  of  the  dangerous  situation  of  the 
State,  and,  not  having  Federal  troops  at  his  disposal, 
fid  OD  tile  27th  of  October,  1792,  mvest  the  Governor 
of  Cieor]^  with  disoretionary  powers  in  relation  to 
fte  force  to  be  employed  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabi- 
tBnt%  but  confined  his  operations  strictly  to  defensive 
measoies.  That  the  Governor  continued  in  the  ex- 
oeiae  of  this  discretionary  power  until  the  80th  May, 
when  it  was  suspended  by  a  letter  of  that  date  from 
the  Secretary  of  War;  but  from  the  increasing  pre»^ 
■m  upon  every  port  of  the  frontier,  the  power  to  act 
fiscretionaiy  was  again  restored  in  the  broadest  terms 
k^  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  10th  of 
Jme,  wherein  he  sajs :  ^  The  State  of  Geoi^gia  being 
bvaded,  or  In  imminent  danger  thereof^  the  measnras 
taktu  by  your  Exoellenoy  may  be  considered  as  indis- 
-  yeesabloL  You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger, 
andef  its  dnration,  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion 
fte  defence  to  the  exigencies."  So  ample  was  this 
power  thus  given  for  defensive  purposes,  that  in  its 
cietdse  the  Governor  of  Georgia  was  not  restricted 
to  die  use  of  the  means  within  the  State,  but  was  in- 
fitaed  that  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  been 
nqiUTed,  should  he  request  it,  to  order  a  detachment 
of  die  militia  of  that  State  to  his  assistance.  That, 
diif  authority,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  did  call 


out  and  place  imder  the  command  of  the  Federal 
officers  in  that  State,  large  bodies  of  militia,  who 
were  employed  along  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles  for  defensive  purposes,  during  the  periods 
to  which  this  inquiry  was  directed.  The  services  of 
which  troops  are  acknowledged,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  pay  claimed  by  them,  amounting  to  $129,375  66, 
are  found  in  the  documents  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  in  relation  to  which  the  then  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  Pickering,  wrote  the  agent  of  the  War 
Department  in  Georgia  in  August,  1795 :  '*  The  large 
estimate  for  services,  about  which  my  predecessor 
doubted,  I  have  looked  into,  and  will  immediately 
further  examine.  From  the  complexion  of  these 
claims,  connected  with  the  Governor's  certificate, 
which  I  received  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  28d 
of  June,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  must  be 
generally  admitted.* 

And,  affain,  in  a  oommunication  to  the  Governor 
in  Septeinber  following,  the  Secretary  of  War  assures 
him  that  **  money  for  paying  the  Georgia  militia  is 
preparing  to  be  forwarded.  No  delay  will  take  place 
that  is  avoidable.  The  post  is  on  the  point  of  start- 
ing.   I  shall  write  you  particularly  by  the  next." 

That  the  President  did  intend  to  intrust  the  defenoe 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grov- 
emor  is  apparent  from  his  requiring,  as  necessary  to 
a  decision  on  these  claims,  his  Excellency's  certificate 
that  the  troops  were  called  into  service  by  him,  and 
employed  for  defensive  purposes.  That  they  were  not, 
therefore,  admitted  and  paid  by  the  Administration 
under  which  they  were  authorized,  can  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  grounds  suggested  by  the  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  that,  **frem  the  peculiar  dr^ 
cumstances  of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objects,. and  he  left  the  Department  before 
and  decision**  could  be  made. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  defence  of  Geoigia  was  a  neces- 
sary measure  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government, 
but  beoa^ie  expensive  and  protracted  from  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  United  States,  which  did  not  per- 
mit an  invasion  of  the  Indian  territory;  that  the 
forces  employed  by  the  Governor  in  defensive  opera- 
tions under  the  authority  of  the  President,  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  exigencies  of  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun^ 
dred  mUes,  constantly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
treacherous  enemies  inhabiting  the  ac^acent  territory, 
and  whose  securi^  from  pursuit  enabled  them  to 
concert  in  safety  upon  the  very  confines  of  the  State, 
their  plans  of  robbery  and  murder ;  and,  consequently, 
the  expenses  of  this  defenoe  are  justly  ohs^eable 
against  the  United  States.  They,  therofore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Mlitaiy  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill  appropriatmg  $120,375  66  in  iuU 
discharge  of  the  militia  claims  of  Georgia. 


Fmdat,  April  19. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Stoppage  of  Pay 
to  euch  Offlaere  as  may  he  Inaebted  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  m  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  appro 
priation  bill  for  the  dvU  list ;  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  proposing  to  extend  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill  heretofore  passed,  the 
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provisioii  prohibitinff  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  any  person  Tvhile  ne  shall  appear  to  be  in  ar- 
rears to  the  United  States.  The  amendment 
to  the  provision  was  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  the  proviso  in  the  bill  al- 
together inexpedient,  and  wonld  prefer  to  strike 
it  out ;  bnt  believing  that  would  not  be  acceded 
to,  he  should  make  no  sach  attempt,  but  be 
satisfied  with  an  endeavor  to  qualify  it.  As  it 
stood,  it  amounted  to  a  declaration  that  there 
was  no  honesty  amongst  the  publio  officers  of 
this  Government — ^a  charge  he  was  unwilling 
to  make,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  think  it 
was  deserved.  The  provision,  in  its  operation, 
would,  he  thought,  produce  much  injury ;  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  distant  service, 
might  not  be  able  to  settle  their  acconnts  within 
the  period  limited  by  law ;  the.  adduction  of 
Touchers  could  alone  remove  the  debit  resting 
against  them;  and,  until  this  was  done,  their 
salary  or  pay  could  not  be  received  by  their 
families.  He  said  the  black  book,  as  it  was 
usually  called,  was  a  very  sufficient  argument 
against  the  provision  as  it  stood.  Last  year  the 
balances  reported  amounted  to  15  millions  of 
dollars;  ana,  although  during  the  last  year  10 
millions  of  this  had  been  settled,  there  had  been 
paid  the  inconsiderable  sum  of  $80,000.  Under 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  none  of  those  charged 
as  defaulters  could  have  received  any  salary 
due  them,  although  upon  a  settlement  scarcely 
any  thing  was  found  to  be  due.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  provisions  so  as  to  apply 
to  arrears  which  shall  ^  arise  under  any  judg- 
ment had  against  the  party;  or  where  the 
balance  is  ascertained  to  be  justly  and  equi- 
tably due." 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  and  other  amend- 
ments, which  continued  about  three  hours,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  very  brief  view : 

Mr.  Lloyd  did  not  approve  of  this  provision, 
because  he  suspected  the  honesty  of  any  officer 
of  the  Government,  or  because  he  had  any  con- 
fidence that  the  statement  of  the  list  of  balances 
implied  that  the  persons  there  named  were  de- 
faulters— ^he  knew  its  fallacy  too  well  to  believe 
that  to  be  the  case ;  but  he  supported  this  pro* 
vision  on  the  broad  principle,  that  every  man 
Indebted  to  the  people  ought  to  discharge  that 
debt  before  he  receives  any  more  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  for  his  services ;  and  he  argued  at 
some  lengtii  to  enforce  the  correctness  of  the 
principle,  and  the  expediency  of  carrying  it  into 
operation.  He  would,  however,  be  wuling  to 
modify  the  provision ;  and  read  an  amendment 
which  he  intended  to  offer. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  utterly  opposed 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  as  it 
would  do  away  the  value  and  utility  of  the  pro- 
vision, and  establish  an  odious  discrimination 
amongst  the  public  debtors.  It  would  give  to 
those  who  keep  back  from  a  settlement  of  their 
accounts  a  preference  over  those  who  come  for- 
ward and  settle  promptly,  because  those  who 
settled  and  were  found  indebted  would  be  sub- 


ject to  its  operation,  while  those  who  avoided 
settlement  would  be  exempted  from  the  provi- 
sion. He  knew  there  was  tiie  power  of  coercion 
by  suit,  but  it  had  not  heretofore  been  effectual, 
either  from  the  neglect  of  those  who  ought  to 
prosecute,  or  the  address  of  debtors  in  warding 
it  off.  This  amendment,  he  said,  would  more- 
over give  an  improper  power  of  discrimination 
to  the  Executive  branch  of  l^e  Government^ 
&c.  He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  provision;  but  the  conmiittee 
had  this  morning  agreed  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  embrace  those  only 
who  should  have  been  in  arrear  one  year ;  and  he  * 
spoke  to  show  that  this  wonld  be  a  sufficient  re- 
laxation of  the  principle.  He  would  withhold 
not  a  dollar  from  any  officer,  which  they  had  a 
right  to ;  but,  while  they  were  indebted  to  the 
public,  every  dollar  due  to  them  should  go  to  the 
payment  of  that  debt.  As  related  to  members 
of  Congress,  there  was  no  danger  that  the  peo- 
ple would  elect  men  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public  and  could  not  or  would  not^  settle— they 
would  never  elect  defaulters, 

Mr.  Van  Buben  thought  that  the  principle 
and  obiect  of  tJie  provhdon  were  correct;  bat 
its  application  to  the  extent  proposed  by  Mr. 
Holmes  would  be  carrying  it  too  far — ^this  was 
the  danger  in  the  adoption  of  all  new  principles. 
The  adoption  of  this  provision  to  the  extent  it 
came  from  the  other  House,  would  be  an  in- 
stance in  which,  in  the  attempt  to  do  right, 
they  would  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong: 
it  would  be  acting  on  the  incorrect  presumption 
that  the  Government  was  always  right,  and  the 
individuals  always  wrong,  in  their  statements. 
He  cited  cases  in  which  men  were  apparently 
indebted  to  the  Government,  yet  who  owed 
nothing  justly — ^amongst  the  examples  was  that 
in  which  officers  received  during  the  war  Treas- 
ury notes  at  par — ^they  were  compelled  to  re- 
ceive them  at  par — and  were  obliged  to  dis- 
burse them  at  a  loss,  and  thus  became  losers 
and  apparent  debtors;  they  had  an  eqtiitabie 
claim  on  the  Grovemmentfor  the  difference,  bnt 
the  accounting  officers  could  not  allow  it,  and 
the  disbursing  officers  of  coarse  continued  to 
appear,  and  were  reported  debtors  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  asked  if  men  standing  in  this 
predicament,  gallant  and  heroic  men,  who  had 
sustained  the  honor  of  their  country  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  diould  be  kept  out  of  their  just  dues 
for  sudi  a  reason?  He  argued  at  some  length 
to  show  that,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  the 
provision  ought  to  be  modified  at  least,  if  not 
expunged  altogether,  and  spoke  to  show  that 
the  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Holmes  would 
not  remove  the  unjust  and  oppressive  operation 
of  the  provision.  He  would  prefer  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Uoyd,  but  even  then  it  would  be  a 
harsh  and  often  an  unjust  provision;  argmng 
that  the  whole  would  be  retroactive,  so  far  as 
it  applied  to  those  who  had  made  contracts  on 
the  public  faith,  and  would  have  all  the  odious 
character  of  an  ex  post  facto  law ;  would  be 
ruinous,  &c 
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Mr.  Smith  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
clause  as  it  came  from  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tives— and,  if  it  were  to  he  modified,  he  would 
take  only  that  modification  which  was  saggested 
by  Mr.  Holmes.  The  clause  had  in  view  simply 
to  compel  those  who  owed  the  public  to  pay 
tiieir  debts,  and  this  was  called  an  ex  post  facto 
law.  He  exhibited  to  the  Senate,  for  he  could 
not  undertake  to  read  them,  the  voluminous 
lists  of  those  who  had  been  reported  public 
debtors  of  more  than  three  years'  standing,  to 
show  the  necessity  of  this  provision.  He  re- 
plied to,  and  rebutted,  in  detail,  the  arguments  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  provision. 
He  was  not  apprehensive  tnatit  would  apply  to 
members  of  Congress— he  knew  not  of  any  to 
whom  it  would  apply ;  but,  if  it  did,  it  would 
be  right  and  just :  he  deemed  it  in  the  highest 
degree  reprehensible  for  any  man  intrusted  with 
the  public  money  to  lay  his  hands  on  it;  and 
nch  a  man  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  pub- 
fio  confidence. 

Mr.  JoHMSov,  of  Kentacky,  did  not  view  the 
Itfge  books*exhibited  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  same  light  as  that  genUeman ;  he 
felt  for  those  volumes  no  respect  or  veneration, 
for  he  considered  them  as  no  more  than  official 
slander.  He  cited  a  case,  with  which  he  was 
personally  acquainted,  in  whidi  one  gentleman, 
who  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
had  been  represented  as  a  delinquent  to  the 
imoont  of  $80,000,  which  account,  on  an  ex- 
imination,  had  been  pared  down  to  $2,500,  to 
show  how  fallacious  the  official  lists  of  balances 
were.  Many  appeared  de&ulters  because  they 
lost  their  vouchers  in  the  chances  of  war ;  some 
of  his  friends  thus  appeared,  whose  vouchers 
were  sank  in  the  waves  of  Lake  Erie,  when  tibe 
holders  were  more  intent  on  meeting  the  enemy 
than  in  preserving  papers.  He  referred  to  other 
cases  in  which  men  would  be  thrown  under  the 
operation  of  the  provision,  by  having  become 
the  securities  of  disbursing  officers;  and  was 
opposed  to  any  measure  wluch  would  embrace 
in  one  sweep  tiie  swindler  and  the  honest  man. 
He  argued,  also,  that  the  law  was  already  am- 
ple; because  new  appointm^its  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  and  those  now  in  office 
were  at  the  will  of  the  President,  and  could  now 
be  dismissed  where  they  were  delinquent.  The 
Government  had,  moreover,  the  power  of  bring- 
ing suit,  and  could  even  take  the  body,  and  im- 
priaoQ  the  debtor  at  pleasure,  when  tne  pound 
of  flesh  must  be  exacted;  and  he  concluded  by 
declaring  he  thought  it  the  most  exceptionable 
principle  that  was  ever  ingrafted  in  the  laws, 
Decanse  it  would  operate  retrospectively,  and 
of  coarse  on  those  who  had  fougnt  the  battles 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  LowBiB  said  the  simple  principle  of  this 
provision  was,  that  no  money  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Grovemment  to  a  man  who  is  indebted 
to  the  Government.  If  this  principle  were  put 
to  any  farmer  in  the  country,  he  would  ap- 
prove it :  it  was  also  conformable  to  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  appointment ;  when  | 


nersons  were  nominated  to  office,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  to  ascertain  if  they  had 
settled  up  their  public  accounts.  But  it  was 
argued  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
adoption  of  this  principle;  and  these  difficul- 
ties, Mr.  L.  argued  to  show,  were  not  substantial 
As  to  the  list  of  balances,  he  drew  no  argument 
from  that  in  favor  of  this  provision;  for  he 
knew  the  nature  of  that  list  too  well,  and 
doubted  the  expediency  even  of  printing  it, 
while  the  accounts  were  in  a  course  of  settle- 
ment. Mr.  L.  replied  to  some  of  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Van  Bitben,  and  concluded  that,  although 
there  would  be  cases  of  much  hardship,  under 
this  provision,  yet  it  would  do  much  good,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  it.  The  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments had  decided,  he  learned,  that  every 
officer  could  settle  his  accounts  within  a  year, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Holmes  would  place 
the  provision  on  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
departments. 

Messrs.  Yjos  Buben,  Holmes,  Lowbie,  and 
Smith,  severally  enforced  their  views  on  Una 
subject. 

Mr.  BoninBT  presumed  no  one  would  deny  that 
an  officer  who  was  an  ascertained  and  bonajide 
debtor  to  the  Government,  ought  to  be  made  to 
pay  the  debt,  and  that  the  provision  under  con- 
sideration ouffht  to  apply  to  all  such.  So  &r, 
all  would  doubtless  agree  to,  but  it  was  impoli- 
tic, he  argued,  to  go  further.  The  great  list  of 
balances  which  had  last  year  overshadowed  the 
country,  had  been  in  one  year,  it  appeared,  re- 
duced ten  millions,  and  scarcely  any  part  of 
these  ten  millions  of  settled  accounts  was  found 
due ;  that  book  was  no  evidence  ef  delinquency, 
and  ought  to  have  no  influence  on  the  present 
question.  Should  the  provision  be  adopted  in 
its  full  extent,  it  would  allow  too  much  to  in- 
terpretation, too  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
accounting  officers,  who  would  then  have  it  in 
their  power  to  favor  some  in  the  settlement  of 
their  accoimts,  while  they  keep  others  in  sus- 
pense, and  thus  be  enabled,  by  partiality,  to 
commit  injustice,  &c. 

Mr.  Lloyix  whose  only  object  was  to  obtain 
payment  of  tne  public  money,  moved  to  modify 
Mr.  Eaton's  amendment,  conformably  to  what 
he  had  suggested  previously,  but  the  modiflca- 
tion  was  negatived— veas  14,  nays  14. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eaton's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TxABL — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rod- 
ney, Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Buren 
—19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Diek- 
enon,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Qolmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  MorriU,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Rusglee,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  TennoMoe 
2L 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  to  amend  the  provi. 
flion  to  read  as  follows : 
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That  no  monej  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensation  who  is  a 
debtor  to  the  United  States,  on  an  account  stated  and 
admitted,  or  on  jndgmenl^  notil  snch  person  shall 
haye  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  secured  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  President 
may  direct  and  approye,  all  suns  for  which  he  may 
be  so  indebted. 

The  question  was  taken,  without  debate,  on 
agreeing  to  this  amendment,  and  was  negatived, 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  19,  nays  22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  pro- 
vision was  amended  so  as  to  limit  its  operation 
to  those  who  have  been  for  one  year  in  arrears 
— yeas  26. 

Mr.  FmnuLT,  in  answer  to  those  who  had  said 
this  was  a  novel  principle,  stated  that  the  prin- 
ciple had  been  in  operation  several  years  in 
Pennsylvania ;  that  when  adopted  there,  it  was 
objected  to  for  reasons  similar  to  those  nsed  by 
its  opponents  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  none 
of  the  objections  or  inconveniences  predicted, 
had  in  practice  been  realized.  He  had  assisted 
in  its  adoption  there,  and  he  had  no  doabt  its 
effects  would  be  equally  as  salutary  in  personal 
afiBEurs.  He  did  not,  however,  approve  of  the 
exact  shape  of  this  provision,  and  moved  a  slight 
amendment;  but  it  was  negatived. 

^r.  Yak  Btjben  then,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
previously  ofiered  on  this  point,  moved  to  add 
to  the  provision  the  following : 

Provided,  /urther.  That  nothing  in  this  section 
contained,  flhall  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from 
the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such 
person  to  be  expended  in  the  public  servicei 

This  amendment  waa  agreed  to  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Hohnes  of  MissiBsippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Pleasants,  Sey- 
mour, Stokes,  Van  Buren,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 
2L 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Gail- 
lard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  No- 
ble, Parrott,  Rnggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Talbot,  Tay. 
lor,  Thomas,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 18. 

Mr.  Babbottb  asked  if  it  was  designed  to  ap- 
ply the  principle  of  this  provision  to  those  who 
became  debtors  by  being  security  for  public 
officers ;  if  so,  he  thought  it  would  be  carrying 
the  principle  too  far,  and  therefore  moved  an 
amendment,  making  the  provision  to  embrace 
principal  debtors  only. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Llotd,  HoLifSs,  of  Maine,  and  Walkeb,  as  an 
inexpedient  and  unnecessary  discrimination; 
and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Eowabds, 
Talbot,  Babbottb,  and  Jossaos  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  ground  of  its  Justice  and  expediency,  and 
its  conformity  to  legal  principles.  After  con- 
siderable debate,  the  amendment  was  negatived 
— yeas  17,  nays  18. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  I 


made  some  unimportant  amendments,  and  then 
laid  the  bill  on  the  table. 


Satubdat,  April  20. 

General  Appropriation  BiU—Bepavr  qf  th$ 
Cumberland  Boad, 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Appropriation  biU. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  aa 
appropriation  of  $9,000,  for  repairing  the  na- 
tional road  from  Oumberland  to  Wheeling;  on 
which  motion  a  brief  debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Babbottb  remarked,  that  in  opposing  the 
motion,  he  mTist  disclaim  any  hostility  to  the 
road,  whose  improvement  was  the  object  of  the 
appropriation.  So  far  from  it,  he  considered  it 
as  a  monument  of  the  liberality  of  the  national 
councils,  and,  as  far  as  a  freedom  of  interconne 
for  social  or  commercial  purposes  is  finendly  to 
good  feelings,  in  so  far  was  it  important  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  Union.  WhaWer  might 
have  been  the  constitutional  objections  at  the 
commencement  of  this  question,  said  Mr.  R, 
our  predecessors,  among  whom  we  find  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  this  countiy  ever 
produced,  and  remarkable  for  the  correctness  of 
their  reading  of  the  constitution,  resolved,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  of  Vir^ia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Maryland,  to  complete  this  great 
nationid  measure,  so  essential  to  the  interests  of 
vast  regions  of  our  country,  and  have  actually 
expended  $1,800,000,  by  successive  appropria- 
tions, for  near  twenty  years.  To  refuse  now  a 
pittance  to  keep  this  road  in  repair,  established 
under  such  circumstances,  would  indicate  a 
versatility  of  political  opinions,  and  so  fiital  to 
the  public  interests,  as  to  bring  a  reproach  on 
our  Government  But  Mr.  6.  remarked  that 
he  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  impolitic  to  incorporate  a  provision  in  this 
bill,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  sncceed, 
and  by  which  this  important  act  of  legislation, 
so  essential  to  the  interests  of  thousands^  and 
whose  just  claims  have  been  already  too  long 
delayed,  would  be  further  postponed.  Further- 
more, it  was  known  that  a  bill  was  now  pend- 
ing in  both  Houses  to  erect  toll-gates  on  this 
road.  This  was  perfectly  correct,  because  those 
who  use  ought  to  pay  for  keeping  it  in  repwr. 
If  at  the  time  when  that  bill  comes  up,  a  motion 
should  be  made  for  an  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  a  condition  to  just^  the  erection  of 
toll-gates,  Mr.  B.  said,  as  at  present  advised,  he 
should  vote  for  it. 

The  appropriation  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Talbot,  Lloyd,  Holmbs,  and  RueoLss,  and  was 
agreed  to— ayes  21,  noes  10. 

Stoppage  of  Pay  to  D^a»lter». 
Mr.  Talbot  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  "no  per- 
son that  has  been  in  arrears  one  year  to  the 
United  States,  shall  receive  any  oompensatioQ 
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under  this  act,  until  he  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  liable  ;*^  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 
the  following  as  a  new  and  distinct  section : 

And  h€  it  furlker  maeted.  That  no  penon  or  per- 
miB  entitled  to  reooiTe  monejs  from  the  United 
States  in  Tirtne  of  this  or  any  other  act  for  the  ap- 
propriaiioo  of  moneji,  enacted  during  the  preaent 
•esion  of  Gongreas,  ahall  reoeire  payment  thereof,  if 
toy  soeh  person  or  persons  shall  he  at  the  time  of 
tpplication  for  soch  payment,  really  and  truly  in- 
debted to  the  United  States  on  his  or  their  own  ac- 
oonnty  either  by  judgment  not  ex\joined  or  appeal 
from,  by  bond  or  other  obligation  on  which  no  (oed- 
its  are  claimed,  or  by  account  which  shall  have  been 
finally  closed  and  settled  at  the  proper  department, 
sad  which  has  not  been  appealed  from  or  contested, 
sntil  all  sums  thus  due  from  such  applicant  shall 
have  been  paid  up  or  satisfactorily  secured. 

A  dirisioa  of  the  question  was  required  by 
Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  be  first 
taken  on  strildng  out  the  existing  provision. 

Mr.  Talbot  avowed  his  concurrence  in  what 
appeared  Vo  be  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Senate  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  general 
principle  of  this  provision ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
which  he  submitted  in  detail,  he  preferred  it  in 
the  shape  which  he  had  proposed.  He  could 
never  believe  that  it  was  proper,  equitable,  or 
just,  to  carry  the  principle  to  securities,  how- 
ever Just  it  was  to  look  to  securities  in  the  last 
resort  for  payment  of  a  debt  due  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  D^Woiv  delivered  his  sentiments  at  some 
Imgth  against  the  whole  provision.  He  thought 
it  inexpedient  in  pnnciple,  that  it  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  the  Government,  and  hoped  in  God 
it  would  be  rejected  altogether. 

Mr.  Chandlsb,  Mr.  Johnsok  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Van  Buben, 
aeverally  added  some  remarks ;  when 

The  qaestion  was  taken  first  on  striking  out 
the  provision,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Barbour,  IXWoU;  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Par- 
iDtt,  Pleasant!,  I^ney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Talbot, 
and  Van  Buren — 17. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  Dickerson,  Findlf^,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Moirill, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Aussissippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 

And  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Talbot  fell  of 
course. 

Mr.  Barboub,  encouraged  by  the  nearly  equfJ 
division  of  the  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  renewed  the  motion  which  he  offered 
without  success  in  committee,  to  make  the 
provision  applicable  to  principal  debtors  only, 
and  not  to  mdude  securities, 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  briefly  opposed  this 
amendment;  and  Mr.  Bodnxt  submitted  the 
grounds  why,  in  such  a  case  as  the  provision 


contemplated,  the  discrimination  between  the 
principal  debtor  and  his  security  was  proper, 
just,  and  expedient;  repeating  his  concurrence 
in  the  soundness  of  the  gener^  principle,  which 
he  approved  so  heartily,  that  he  should  prefer  to 
see  one  so  important  and  valuable  in  a  separate 
act,  instead  of  a  sunple  proviso  in  a  common 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Emo,  of  New  York,  Mr.  D'Wolf,  and 
Mr.  Van  Buben,  added  a  few  words  each ;  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Babboub  to  except 
securities,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Didkerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Fiudlay, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Pleas- 
ants^ Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Buren — 19. 

Nats. — Messra  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf^ 
Gullard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man, Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  MorriU,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten-^ 
nessee — 28. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following,  as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  sec- 
tion: 

Provided^  alto,  That  no  person  shall  be  considered 
as  in  arrears  under  the  provision  of  this  act,  unless 
on  bond  or  obligation  for  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  which  credits  have  not  been  claimed :  on  a 
claim  confessed  or  admitted  m  on  judgment  tendered 
in  a  court  of  law:  And  on  securing  the  arrears  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  Pres- 
ident may  direct  and  approve,  such  debtor  shall  not 
be  liable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  Mr.  Llotd  offered  at  some  length  his 
reasons  in  favor  of  it — deemiDg  it  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  provision,  which  he 
heartily  approved,  but  the  proviso  he  thought 
necessary  to  give  the  principle  its  fair  and  just 
operation.  Mr.  D'Wolf  reiterated  his  decided 
hostility,  and  his  objection  to  the  whole  princi- 
ple of  the  proviso,  which  he  deemed  injurious 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proviso 
offered  by  Mr.  Llotd,  and  negatived,  by  yeas 
and  nays : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hohnes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Kic^  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Parrott^ 
Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Tal« 
hot,  and  Van  Buren — 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dioker- 
son,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 22. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered  the  following,  as  an 
amendment  of  the  proviso : 
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^*  Bnt  in  all  cases  where  the  pay  or  salaiy  of  any 
person  is  withheld  inpnrmiance  of  this  act,  it  shall  he 
the  duty  of  the  acoonnting  officera,  if  demanded  hy 
his  agent  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent 
of  the  Treasozy  Department  the  balance  due ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  oommenoed  against 
such  delinquent  and  his  sureties;  and  on  failing  to  do 
so,  the  pay  or  salary  of  such  supposed  delinquent 
shall  not  be  wittiheld." 

An  earnest,  and  in  Bome  degree  wann,  dis- 
cussion of  this  amendment  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Eatov,  Holmbs  of  Maine,  J  ohnbok  of 
Eentacky,  Lovsik,  Yas  Bubsn,  and  D'Wolf, 
took  part,  and  whidi  tamed,  incidentally,  on 
the  gCDeral  principle  of  the  provision  also. 

^.  Walxbr  moved  to  expmige  that  part  of 
the  amendment  which  followed  the  word 
'*snreties;"  which  modification,  after  some 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Walksb,  Eaton,  and 
Bbowk  of  Ohio,  took  part,  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smith,  for  the  reasons  that  he  submitted, 
offered  the  following  additional  proviso : 

Providedj  neverihelettf  The  person  so  applying  and 
claiming  the  right  to  be  sued,  shall  first  tender  to  the 
public  officer  ample  security  to  indemnify  the  Gov- 
ernment against  th»  costs  of  the  suit. 

The  proviso  was  negatived,  yeas  16,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentudcy,  then  offered  an 
amendment,  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
the  provision  those  persons  who  stand  in  arrears 
as  tne  sureties  for  disbursing  of9oers  during  the 
late  war,  unless  where  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered a^^nst  himself  or  principaL 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 
nays— 14  to  25,  as  follows: 

Nat& — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Talbot,  and 
VanBuren. 

Tkas.— Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mor- 
rill, Noble,  Parrott,  Rnggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Tay- 
lor,  Thomas,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Missisoppi, 
and  Williams  o£  Tennessee. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  22. 
JSeeohitianaiy  Fensums. 

The  Senate  took  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  me  House  of  Representa- 
tives, supplementary  to  the  acts  of  1818  and 
1820,  fdlowing  pensions  to  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers, &c. 

[Under  the  act  of  1820,  several  thousand  pen- 
doners  were  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  who 
were  deficient  in  the  proo&  necessary  to  entitie 


them  to  be  continued  on  the  roH*  Subsequently 
those  so  stricken  off  presented  further  proofs  in 
support  of  their  right  to  eigoy  the  benents  of  the 
act  of  1818 ;  but  the  Attorney-General,  whose 
opinion  was  taken  in  tiie  case  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  decided  that  the  persons  who  had  been 
struck  from  tiie  roll,  under  the  act  of  1830, 
could  not,  even  on  the  adduction  of  further 
proofj  be  restored  thereto  by  the  Secretary  of 
W  ar,  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary's  authority  has 
ceased,  as  rdated  to  theuL  And  the  pres^pt 
bill  was  intended  to  "  authorize  and  require  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  restore  to  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners the  name  of  any  person  who  may  have 
been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  therefrt>m9 
in  pursuance  of  tiie  act  of  1820,  whenever  such 
person,  so  stricken  from  the  hst  of  pensioners, 
shall  furnish  evidence,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  to  satisfy  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  he  is  in  such  indigent  circumstances 
as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
assistance  of  his  country.*'] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  which  this 
bill  had  been  referred,  reported  the  same  with 
a  recommendation  that  tne  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed ;  and  the  question  was  on  agreeing 
to  this  recommendation. 

On  this  question  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued neany  two  hours.  The  indefinite  post- 
ponement was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dioksbsok 
and  MoBsiLL ;  and  it  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
NoBLB  and  Bbown  of  Louisiana.  The  question 
being  taken  on  the  indefinite  postoonement  of 
the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  aformative  hy 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^MessrSb  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Lonisiana,  Biown  of  Ohio,  DWolf,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Kacon, 


*  Pxraomns.— In  the  short  synopsis  wbidi  we  pablisbied 
on  Tuesday  in  the  Benate  proceedingSi  of  the  operation  of 
the  pension  act  of  1820,  and  the  object  of  the  bUl  recently 
before  Oongresa,  some  pains  were  taken  by  our  report«r  that 
the  ftots  shoold  be  correctly  stated,  and,  with  that  Tiew,  tha 
statement  was  submitted  to  one  or  two  of  those  who  were 
presumed  to  be  most  fluniliar  with  the  sutjeot  It  appeara^ 
nowever,  "br  the  subjoined  letter  fh>m  the  centleman  who 
superintends  the  Pension  department,  that  ue  statement  la 
in  some  respects  liable  to  misconstruction :  which  letter,  to 
aToid  any  Airther  misutprehension,  we  think  it  best  to  in- 
sert entire.— JEScUtors  If  at.  JnM, 

Wab  DxpABTicxirE,  PxmiOK  OmciL 
2M  April,  IBXi. 

OiniTLXiizir:  There  Is  an  error  In  your  report  of  the  pio- 
ceedings  of  the  Benate  of  yeetorday.  It  is  therein  stated. 
that  *^  several  thousand  were  stricken  ttova.  the  pension  roU 
who  were  deflcient  in  the  proofe  neceasary  to  entitle  them 
to  be  continued  on  the  roll.  *  Not  so.  Not  a  man  has  been 
dropped  from  the  list  under  the  act  of  Har,  1820.  who  has 
not  exhibited  **  the  prooft  neceaBaiy,*^  L  e.  tne  eyiaence  pre- 
scribed by  law,  a  ecnedule  of  property:  but  the  bUl  which 
passed  the  House,  and  which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  an- 
thorized  the  Secretary  of  War  to  restore  those  to  the  roll  who, 
since  they  were  dropped  therefrom,  hare  become  indigent 
enough  to  need  ^  the  aid  of  public  or  private  charity."  Th* 
publication,  you  will  readilv  perceive,  is  calculated  to  lead 
to  a  very  uniavorable  conclusion,  in  r^ard  to  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  law ;  because,  on  referring  to  the  act.  It 
will  be  found  that  no  authority  is  given  to  the  Secretary  to 
drop  any  name  from  the  list,  except  on  the  evidence  of  th« 
schedule.  Be  pleased  to  correct  the  error,  and  oblige  yonr 
obedient  servant. 

J.  L;  SDWABPS. 
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NoI>le,  Pleasanti,  Smith,  Steves,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Hiomai,  Walker,  Ware,  Williama  of  Misaiasippi,  and 
Williams  of  Temie80ee^25. 

Katb. — Messrs.  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of 
lltiiie,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Trftnman,  Morrill, 
Fdmer,  Panott,  Rng^s^  Seymour,  and  Van  Bnren 
-12. 

So  the  biU  was  r^ected. 

Wkdnssday,  April  24. 

Lead  Mines  Beeenue. 
Mr.  Bkbtton  submitted  the  following  motioii 
ftr  ooDsideration : 

Asjofeed;  That  the  President  of  the  United  l^tates 
be  requested  to  make  known  to  the  Senate,  whether 
any  revemie  has  acoroed  to  the  United  States,  and  if 
my,  how  mndi,  from  leases  of  lead  mines  in  the 
T&7  of  the  Minisnppi ;  whether  any  lease,  promise, 
or  agreement,  is  now  m  force  for  the  nse  andoocnpa- 
tioo  of  any  such  mines^  with  copies  thereof,  if  wxit- 
tn,  and  die  sabstanoe  thereof  if  verbal ;  with  the 
\  BUMS  of  the  lessees^  and  their  places  of  residence ; 
whether  the  said  leases,  if  any  such  there  are,  have 
been  made  with  or  without  publio  notice,  at  auction 
cr  by  private  contract,  by  whom  and  with  whom, 
with  a  copy  of  the  powers  under  which  each  acted ; 
ilfo^  a  copy  of  the  regulations,  if  any  have  been 
mado^  for  carrying  into  effect  iSba  acts  of  Congress 
which  anthoriaed  the  lease  of  lead  mines. 

Importation  of  Spirits, 

Mr.  DiCKZBSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
meroe  and  Mannfaotaree,  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctnrea^ 
wIk)  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
€f  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits, 
Rport: 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  agricultural  as  well  as 
manofacturing  interest  of  the  United  States  would 
be  promoted  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign 
flinta  That  the  quantity  of  spirits  that  would  in  a 
Mt  time  be  manufactured  in  this  country  to  supply 
the  place  of  that  now  imported,  would  afibra  a 
noroe  of  revenue  more  efficient,  and  much  less  pre- 
Cttioos  than  that  now  derived  from  the  importation 
ef  foreign  spirits.  But,  as  an  immediate  prohibition 
w«i]d  injure  the  commercial  interest  of  die  United 
States,  as  well  as  diminish  the  revenue,  until  a  system 
of  excise  could  be  brought  into  operation,  the  com- 
BBttee  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  arrive  gradu- 
al^ at  the  objects  in  view,  by  increasing  the  duties 
QD  foreign  spirits.  A  bill,  however,  for  this  purpose, 
BBsl  be  considered  as  a  bill  for  raiaiiig  revenue,  and 
can  only  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu^ 
tion: 

Eaoloed,  Iliat  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Mannfactures  be  diachaiged  from  the  further  conaid- 
Mion  of  the  resolution,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
ialo  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
fatten  ^niits. 

ITa^y  Appropriations, 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  NkvT  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Plbabants 
▼tthdrew  the  amendment  he  offered  on  Mon- 
^  to  the  InU,  to  make  an  additional  appropri- 


ation for  the  suppression  of  piracy — ^having  as- 
certained that  the  object  was  provided  for,  and 
the  amendment  nnnecessary. 

Mr.  Knra,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recoxpmit 
the  bill  to  the  Finance  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  the  clause  (inserted  on  Mon- 
day) providing  that  when  the  Navy  rations  are 
drawn  in  money,  the  ration  shall  be  valued  at 
ttoenty  cents  (instead  of  26  cents,  which  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  Navy  have,  since  1814,  fixed 
the  commutation  price  of  the  ration  at 

On  this  motion  a  long  discussion  took  place, 
which  continued  until  three  o'doc^  and  in 
which  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Holmbs  of 
Maine,  Pabbott,  Ohaitdlbb,  Pleasants,  Jomr- 
soN  of  Louisiana,  Lakican,  Eatov,  Lowbix, 
Bbowh  of  Ohio,  MAooiir,  and  Walkbb,  took 
part.  The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  stated,  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 


Thubsdat,  April  25. 

Importation  of  Slaves, 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Seeoivtd^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requestcid  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  re* 
port  of  the  Attorney-General,  relative  to  any  persons 
(citizens  of  the  United  States)  who  have  been  charged 
with,  or  suspected  of,  introducing  any  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  existing  laws. 

Lead  Mine  Rents, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  for  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  certain  information  relating  to  certain 
lead  mines  in  the  valley  of  the  Mii^issippi,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Far  Trade  of  the  West-^-Its  Vahte  as  a 
Brcmdh  of  Commerce  and  as  a  Means  of  con- 
trolling the  Indians — Its  Regulation  as  a  Free 
Trade  in  the  hands  of  Licensed  Citieens, 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1802, 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  in  the  following  words :  '*  And  the 
power  to  ^ant  licenses  shsll  be  vested  in  per- 
sons at  pomts  convenient  for  carrying  on  the 
trade." 

[The  bill  and  amendments  propose  to  place  the  fur 
trade  on  liberal  principles ;  opens  it  to  all  American 
citizens^  and  none  others ;  vests  in  Superintendents  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  Indian  agents,  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  for  two  years  with  the  near  tribes^  and  seven 
years  with  the  remote  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi ; 
subjects  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  the  goods  of  all 
traders  who  carry  ardent  spirits  to  trade  with  the 
Indians ;  and  repeals  the  secti(m  of  the  former  act 
which  subjects  the  traders*  license  to  be  recalled 
without  notice  or  proof  of  misconduct] 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  spoke  In  support  of 
the  bill  and  these  amendments. 
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He  considered  the  far  trade  as  an  object  of 
national  concern,  and  entitled  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.    He  gpoke  of  It  in  two  points  of 

vieTy: 

1.  As  a  branch  of  commerce. 

2.  As  the  means  of  controlling  the  Indians. 
On  the  firet  point — Mr.  B.  quoted  several 

books  to  snow  the  value  of  the  fur  trade,  as 
carried  on  under  the  Spanish  Government,  at 
St.  Louis;  under  the  Republic,  at  the  same 
place ;  and  bj  the  British  trading  companies  on 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  and 
on  the  lakes  and  rivers  out  towards  the  Arctic 
region. 

The  work  of  Ferrin,  a  French  writer,  sent 
by  Napoleon  to  examine  the  resources  of  Louis- 
iana, about  the  year  1800,  estimates  the  furs, 
robcNB,  and  peltries,  taken  on  die  waters  of  the 
Missouri,  at  600,000  lioree  toumoie  annually, 
and  those  taken  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  at  1,200,000 ;  the  latter  being  almost 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  work  of  Major  Stoddart^  written  in  1804, 
states  the  value  of  this  trade,  at  St.  Louis  alone, 
to  have  averaged  $208,000  annually,  for  fifteen 
jrears  before  the  transfer  of  the  province,  amount- 
ing, in  the  whole,  to  upwards  of  $3,000,000  in 
that  time. 

Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  which  showed  the 
value  of  the  trade  for  the  year  1816.  It  was 
taken  from  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  aflGurs  at  St.  Louis,  (Governor  Clark,) 
and  embraced  all  the  business  done  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  by  the  Am*erican  and 
British  traders,  and  by  the  United  States  fac- 
tories, and  amounted  to  $441,200 ;  of  which 
$29,800  was  exported  by  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans; $122,020  was  taken  up  the  Ohio  Eiver 
into  the  Atlantic  States;  $258,400  was  taken 
through  the  Oanadas,  on  the  line  of  the  Illinois 
Biver,  the  lakes,  and  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  the 
remainder,  $31,000,  was  consumed  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie^s 
Hietory  of  the  Fur  Trade,  and  Winterbotham's 
View  of  America^  to  show  the  value  of  this 
trade,  as  carried  on  by  the  Northwest  and  Hud- 
son Bay  Companies.  The  first  had  amounted, 
annually,  for  forty  years,  to  a  million  and  a 
quarter  of  dollars  per  annum — ^fifty  millions  in 
tne  whole ;  and  much  of  it  taken  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States.  The  second,  being 
a  monopoly  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of 
Crown  favorites,  produced  but  a  trifle,  say 
$140,000  annually,  until  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk 
purchased  the  charter,  and  came  in  person  to 
push  the  trade.  The  two  companies  are  now 
nnited.  The  name  of  the  Northwest  is  merged 
in  that  of  Hudson^s  Bay,  under  whoso  charter 
the  trade  is  now  carriea  on  with  increased  ac- 
tivity, and  with  such  prospect  of  emolument 
that  the  stock  of  the  company  is  quoted,  in  the 
latest  London  papers,  at  one  hundred  per  cent, 
advance. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  trade  in  the  hands  of 
American  citizens  had  not  increased  for  some 


years.  A  livalship  had  existed  between  tho 
private  traders  and  the  Government  traders; 
and  the  latter,  having  the  ear  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  been  able  to  prejudice  the  former, 
without  doing  any  thing  themselves  proportion* 
ate  to  the  capital  of  $800,000,  which  was  placed 
in  their  hands.  He  bad  not  precise  data  for 
fixing  the  amount  of  the  private  capital  now 
embarked,  but  would  estimate  it  at  $120,000 
for  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
$200,000  for  the  Missouri  and  its  tributaries. 
These  sums  were  intended  to  cover  only  the 
stock  in  trade ;  the  expenses  in  boats,  boatmen, 
;)rovisions,  derks.  interpreters,  &c.,  was  a  dis- 
tinct item,  and  a  large  one,  amounting,  in  some 
instances,  to  seventy-five  per  cent  upon  the 
capital. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  this  view  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  fur  trade,  as  a  branch  of  com- 
merce, was  entitled  to  the  notice  of  statesmen 
and  to  the  protection  of  the  Government ;  yet 
he  had  only  presented  a  limited  view  of  its 
value ;  he  had  confined  his  observations  to  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  to  the  Mis- 
souri below  the  Mandan  Villages ;  he  had  not 
carried  the  eyes  of  the  Senate  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  shown  them  there  the  richest 
fur  region  in  the  world,  belonging,  by  law,  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  and  possessed,  in 
fact,  by  the  subjects  of  the   British  Crown. 
The  Republic  owns  the  section  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  between  the  latitude  of  42  and  49 
north,  say  600  miles  from  north  to  south,  and, 
on  an  average,  300  wide ;  the  summits  of  the 
ridges  penetrating  the  region  of  perpetual  snow ; 
the  valleys  rich  and  beautiful,  covered  with 
grass,  clover,  wood,  and    wild  fruits,  finely 
watered ;  abounding  in  horses,  bufialoes,  ante- 
lopes, and  Uie  most  valuable  of  the  furred  ani- 
mals, not  excepting  the  ermine  ;  in  a  word, 
presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  the  Alpine 
region  in  Switzerland,  before  it  was  cultivated. 
The  Republic  was  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of 
Lewis  and  Clark  for  the  discovery  of  this  rich 
region.    Several  companies  of  American  citi- 
zens had  attempted  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
discovery.    Lisa,  who,  with  260  men,  ascended 
the  Missouri  to  its  source  in  1808,  and  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  hostilities  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  instigated  by  the  Northwest 
Company.    Messrs.  Hunt  and  Crooks,  with  60 
men,  who  crossed  to  the  Columbia  about  the 
year  1811,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  their 
enterprise,  by  the  events  of  the  war,  which  soon 
after  broke  out;  and  a  company  of  100  men, 
headed  by  Major  Andrew  Henry,  a  companion 
oflisa^s  in  the  expedition  of  1807,  1808,  now 
ascending  the  Missouri,  and  who  will,  in  2Ji 
probability,  be  attacked  by  the  Aricaras,  the 
roving  bands  of  the  Sioux,  or  the  Assiniboins ; 
tribes  intimately  associated  with  Ihe  British  for 
companies. 

Taking  the  trade  of  the  mountains  into  the 
estimate,  and  Mr.  B.  computed  the  capital  it 
would  annually  employ  at  a  million  of  dollars, 
and  that  it  would  give  employment  to  2,000 
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men.  The  British  companies  traded  upon  It 
greater  capital,  employed  about  2,500  men,  and 
▼ere  at  this  time  bringing  out  800  regular 
troops  from  England,  to  be  stationed  conveni- 
ent to  the  northern  bend  of  the  Missouri,  which 
approximates  to  the  line  of  their  forts  and  trad- 
ing posts  on  the  rivers  of  the  Winipee  Lake. 

The  nature  of  the  capital  would  enhance  the 
Tslne  of  the  trade  to  the  country.  It  would 
Qonsist,  in  good  part,  of  articles  of  home  growth 
or  production — powder,  lead,  shot,  axes,  hatch- 
eta,  knives,  guns,  tobacco,  and  coarse  fabrics 
of  wool  and  cotton ;  many  of  which  would  be 
got  in  the  West,  convenient  to  the  trade,  and 
would  give  a  spring  to  the  industry,  which  now 
hmffaisbes  for  want  of  aliment  to  feed  it. 

The  nature  of  the  proceeds  would  still  further 
enhance  the  value  of  the  trade.  It  would  give, 
in  return,  articles  of  the  first  value  and  neces- 
dty — the  common  furs,  universally  in  demand 
IS  the  chief  material  for  making  hats,  and  the 
richer  kind,  esteemed,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  an  article  of  dress ;  worn  by  monarchs  for 
magnificence,  ladies  and  city  gentlemen  for 
beauty,  and  by  travellers  as  the  best  defence 
against  frost,  and  commanding  in  foreign  parts, 
China,  Japm,  Germany,  and  Russia,  twice  or 
thrice  their  value  in  the  American  market. 

Mr.  B.  contrasted  the  value  of  th0  ftur-trade 
with  the  commerce  carried  on  with  many  for- 
eign powers,  and  for  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  winch  the  Republic  keeps  up  expen- 
sire  establishments  of  embassies,  consuls,  and 
ships  of  war,  and  which  consume  less  amounts 
ti  American  produce,  and  give  in  return  articles 
of  incomparably  less  value.  He  particularized 
the  commerce  of  Russia,  which  consumes 
$147,000  of  American  produce,  (taking  the 
year  1822  as  the  criterion,)  and  gives  in  return 
nw  hemp,  or  its  fkbrics,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
growers  of  hemp  in  the  Western  States ;  the 
trade  with  Sweden,  which  takes  $154,000,  and 
retams  iron,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  our  own 
districts  which  produce  that  metal ;  with  Por* 
tngal,  which  takes  $147,000,  and  sends  wine, 
to  put  our  own  whiskey  out  of  countenance, 
and  discourage  the  grain  growers ;  and  all  the 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  Levant,  and  Adri- 
atic seas,  taking  in  the  whole,  but  $615,000, 
and  sending  back  articles  of  taste  and  fancy,  of 
little  or  no  substantial  use.  Mr.  B.  considered 
bH  this  commerce  as  a  miserable  object  com- 
pared to  the  fur  trade ;  yet  the  latter  was  neg- 
lected, and  the  richest  part  of  it  left  to  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  the  British,  to  the  great 
pnjudice  of  the  Western  States;  while  the 
former  was  cherished,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  ambas- 
ttdora,  consuls,  and  naval  armaments ;  and  the 
lightest  interruption  to  it  would  be  considered, 
by  all  the  Cis-Alleganian  States,  as  just  ground 
(^  complaint  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of 
the  Republic. 

Mr.  jB.  spoke  of  Mr.  JefiTerson's  ideas,  sug- 
gested in  his  instructions  to  Lewis  and  Clark — 


Boehy  Mauntaim  direct  to  Ohina^  upon  the  line 
^the  Columbia  Eiver  and  the  Faeiflo  Ocean, 
He  said  the  problem  had  been  resolved ;  it  had 
been  done ;  it  was  done  by  the  company  which 
crossed  the  mountains  in  1811,  and  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  it  The  Oolumbia  River  was  of 
easy  navigation,  a  good  harbor  in  its  mouth, 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean  void  of  periL  The  re- 
gion of  the  mountains,  so  formidable  to  the 
progress  of  Lewis  and  Olark,  is  now  traversed 
by  various  and  easy  passes.  The  first  and  main 
ridge  is  crossed  upon  a  good  road,  made  by 
buffaloes  and  Indians,  leading  from  the  FaUs  of 
Missouri  to  the  forks  of  Clark^s  River,  (150 
miles ;)  points  between  which  the  first  discov- 
erers travelled  about  1,200.  The  next  bed  of 
mountains  on  which  they  found  snow  twelve 
feet  deep  in  June,  is  now  turned  upon  the  right 
by  descending  Glark^s  River  two  or  three  de- 
grees, and  then  passing  west,  over  land  through 
an  open  level  country,  to  Lake  Wayton,  whence 
issues  the  navigable  Lautau  River,  entering  the 
Oolumbia  at  a  short  distance,  and  avoiding  the 
falls  and  rapids  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  but  that  East  India  goods 
would  enter  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  same  route.  He  would  not  discuss  the 
question  now,  but  he  would  say,  that  the  sea 
between  America  and  Asia  was  peaceful ;  that 
the  tide  flowed  up  the  Oolumbia  188  miles; 
that  the  river  was  deep  and  gentle,  and  peri- 
odically flooded ;  that  the  land  carriage  waa 
short  and  easy,  over  a  region  which  furnished 
snow  for  sleighs  six  months  in  the  year,  and 
convenient  to  the  fine  horses  on  the  Plains  of 
the  Oolumbia ;  that  the  longest  part  of  the  route 
was  in  the  descent  of  the  liussouri,  (2,575  miles 
from  the  falls  to  the  Mississippi,)  which,  being 
down  the  stream,  was  nothing ;  that  the  articles 
to  be  brought  in  were  of  little  weight,  great 
value^  and  small  bulk,  such  as  were  once  car- 
ried some  thousand  miles  upon  camels,  and  con- 
stituted the  wealth  of  merchants  whose  opu- 
lence is  yet  seen  in  the  ruins  of  Alexandria  and 
Palmyra,  and  upon  the  line  on  which  the  com- 
merce of  Asia  had  ever  fiowed. 

On  the  second  point — ^The  fur  trade  is  the 
true  means  of  controlling  the  Indians.  The 
history  of  these  States,  when  colonies,  and  ever 
since,  is  full  of  theproofa.  The  King's  Govern- 
ors always  operated  upon  the  Indians  through 
their  traders.  The  French  authorities  in  Oana- 
da,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  did  the 
same,  and  they  both  operated  successfully  upon 
them.  The  consequence  was,  that,  in  every 
war  between  the  French  and  the  British,  the 
Indians  came  in  more  as  principids  than  auxili- 
aries, and  always  took  the  side  of  the  power  to 
whom  their  respective  traders  belonged.  In 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  these  truUis  were 
too  recent  not  to  be  known,  and  too  convincing 
not  to  prevail.  The  Oongress  of  1776,  to  gain 
the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  American  traders.  They  even  ad- 
vanced money  to  purchase  goods,  to  be  sold 
the  praeticahility  itf  taking  the  fwn  <tf  the  \  without  profit  to  the  traders,  to  enable  them  to 
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carry  on  their  trade,  and  to  preserve  their  in- 
fluence among  the  neighboring  tribes.  The  sum 
of  40,000  pounds  sterling,  was  voted  at  one 
time  (January,  1776)  for  this  object ;  and  the 
goods  distributed  to  the  traders  at  2^  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  and  freight.  Our  enemies,  the 
British,  acted  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
with  more  success,  because  they  acted  with  more 

Serseverance,  and  had  greater  means  at  their 
isposaL  In  the  late  war  the  same  results 
were  seen.  A  trading-house  in  Pensaoola  di- 
rected the  Greeks  against  us ;  the  agents  of  the 
North  West  Company  led  a  dozen  nations 
against  the  frontiers  of  Ohio.  The  B^ublio 
had  comparatively  but  few  on  her  side.  The 
reason  was,  that  she  had  no  traders  among 
them  to  gain  their  affections;  only  factories, 
'*  to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties, to  convert  them  into  farmers  and  Chris- 
tians,*' charitable  institutions,  without  doubt, 
but  so  little  capable  of  controlling  the  warlike 
spirit  of  the  savages,  that  the  factories  were 
themselves  the  first  objects  of  attack  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities. 

Hr.  B.  would  not  fatigue  the  Senate  with  fur- 
ther remarks  on  this  point  He  only  wished  to 
revive  the  recollection  of  the  policy  observed 
by  our  ancestors  when  Indian  anairs  were  bet- 
ter understood  than  at  present.  He  trusted 
that  he  had  said  euouffh  to  sustain  the  positions 
which  he  had  assumed  in  favor  of  the  nir  trade, 
and  shown  that  its  importance,  both  as  a  branch 
of  commerce,  and  the  true  means  of  governing 
the  Indians,  entitled  it  to  the  national  protec- 
tion. 

The  bill  and  amendments  are  calculated  to 
give  it  some  protection.  They  repeal  the  7th 
section  of  the  act  of  1802,  because  that  section 
gives  to  superintendents  and  agents  the  power 
to  recall  the  licenses  of  traders,  without  show- 
ing cause,  and  trying  the  truth  of  it.  He  had 
heard  of  no  license  improperly  recalled,  but  it 
might  happen ;  and  a  trade  so  valuable,  in 
which  so  large  a  capital  would  be  embarked, 
should  not  be  subject  to  a  sudden  suspension  at 
the  will  of  any  man.  They  (the  bill  and  amend* 
ments)  authorize  licenses  to  be  granted  for 
seven  years.  Heretofore  they  were  limited  to 
two.  This  period  was.  fixed  when  the  Missis- 
sippi was  the  boundary  of  the  Republic ;  it  is 
no  longer  an  adequate  time,  when  that  river, 
ceasing  to  be  the  ultima  thule  of  the  trader,  has 
become  his  starting  point.  The  British  compa- 
nies have  just  had  their  license  (charter)  ex- 
tended twenty-one  years,  and  the  Russians 
twenty ;  and  seven  years  is  sufficiently  short  for 
the  American  trader,  who  goes  to  tne  Rocky 
Mountains  to  contend  with  the  former,  and  to 
the  Columbia  River  to  contend  with  the  latter. 
The  section  intended  to  be  repealed  left  the  trade 
open  to  British  subjects ;  it  was  obliged  to  do  so 
under  the  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty;  but 
the  late  war  had  abrogated  that  treaty,  and  it 
was  worth  a  war  to  get  rid  of  it.  The  Treaty  of 
Ghent  had  not  revived  the  odious  privileges  of 
the  third  article,  and  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 


Congress  to  avail  itself  of  this  advantage,  and 
to  exclude  British  traders  from  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  trade  of  our  Indiana. 
The  bill  and  amendments  propose  to  do  so; 
they  confine  the  licenses  to  American  citizens, 
and  the  goods  of  those  who  have  no  Hcenses 
will  be  subject  to  seizure  and  confiscation.  Hie 
bill  facilitates  the  acquisition  of  licenses  to 
American  citizens,  by  vesting  the  power  to 
grant  them  in  officers  stationed  at  convenient 
points  for  carrying  on  the  trade.  The  Govern- 
ors of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  as  superintend- 
ents, have  this  power.  All  the  agents  have  it. 
A  superintendency  is  established  at  St.  Louis, 
to  exercise  it;  and  this  facility  will  give  to  that 
town  the  advantage  which  its  geographical  po- 
sition has  always  claimed,  and  which  the  mi- 
providence  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  had  conferred 
upon  Montreal — ^the  advantage  of  being  the  en- 
trepot  of  the  American  fur  trade. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  a  fnrther  protection 
due  to  the  fur  trade,  not  now  contemplated  by 
the  bill  before  the  Senate,  and  he  regretted  to 
say,  not  countenanced  heretofore  by  the  Con- 
gress.   H^alluded  to  the  military  expedition  to 
the  Upper  Missouri.    His  local  position  beyond 
the  Missiasippi  had  given  him  an  opportunity 
of  gaining  local  intelligence,  and,  presuming 
upon  this,  he  would  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
majority  of  .the  Congress  which  had  stopped 
this  expedition.    He  applauded  the  policy  which 
selected  the  Mandan  villages  for  a  military  post, 
wliich  intended  to  place  on  that  point  of  ap- 
proximation to  the  British  establishments  of 
Lake  Winipee,  an  adequate  force  to  overawe 
her  traders,  and  to  encourage  our  own  in  car- 
rying their  commerce  to  the  region  of  the  Rodi^ 
Mountains.    He  considered  this  expedition  as  a 
branch  of  that  enlightened  system  of  national 
defence  which,  embracing  the  vast  circumfer* 
ence  of  the  Republic,  and  seizing  at  once  all  the 
commanding  points  on  the  Lake,  the  Gulf,  the 
maritime  and  western  frontier,  endeavored  to 
provide  for  everypart  an,  efficient  and  appro- 
priate defence.    He  knew  that  a  waste  of  mo- 
ney had  taken  place  in  the  ascent  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  he  was  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with 
the  Senate  in  correcting  that  and  the  like  im- 
providences in  other  {uaces;  but  he  utterly 
protested  against  the  justice  of  seizing  upon  a 
circumstance  to  defeat  a  plan  of  national  de- 
fence, so  honorable  to  the  administration  which 
had  formed  it,  and  so  well  calculated  to  secure 
posterity,  as  well  as  ourselves,  from  the  calami- 
ties of  a  country  engaged  in  war,  and  opeix, 
upon  a  hundred  lines,  by  land  and  water,  to  tJie 
invasion  of  the  enemy's  arms. 


Monday,  April  29. 

South  American  States — Diplomatic  Interecurms 
with  9uch  of  them  as  have  Estdbliiihed  £4eaf- 
Independence. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  tlie 
day,  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  tihe 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  malripg 
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tn  appropriation  of  $100,000  to  defVaj  the  ex- 
peoflea  of  missions  to  the  independent  nations 
on  the  American  continent. 

Hie  amendment  reported  by  the  Oommittee 
of  Foreign  Relations  to  the  bill,  (to  increase  the 
appropriation  to  $110,000,  and  subjecting  the 
bill  specifically  to  the  limitations  of  the  general 
law  concerning  the  compensation  of  pnblio 
ministers,)  was  negatived — ^Mr.  Euro,  of  New 
York,  having  expressed  the  opinion  that  they 
were  unnecessary. 

l£r.  SioTET.  of  Sonth  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
proviso: 

*^Promdedf  nevertkekss,  That  no  money  shall  be 
dmwn  from  the  Treasary  for  that  purpose  antil  the 
Presadent  shall  be  Adly  satiafied  that  raoh  miasioiiB 
irill  not  interrnpt  the  friendly  relations  of  the  United 
Sutes.* 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
Biaappif  Lloyd,  Macon,  Rnggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  and 
'WilUams  of  Mississippi — 9. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Barbomr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
sf  Lonisiana,  Biown  of  Ohio^  Dickenon,  Findlay, 
Gaillazd,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnion  of  Loiusiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lamnan,  Lowrie,  Moiiill,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Bnzen,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennes> 
•e^— 28. 

Mr.  Eatoit  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so 
that  ^e  President  should  not  appoint  any  Min- 
ister but  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  £jKo,  of  li^ew  York,  said  snoh  an  amend- 
m^it  could  not  be^ecessary,  becaose  the  Oon- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States  was  sufficiently 
explicit  on  the  subject  It  was  only  in  appoint- 
menta  that  become  vacant  during  the  recess 
that  the  President  was  authorized  to  exercise 
the  right  of  appointing  to  office.  In  original 
appointments,  where  there  had  not  been  an  in- 
emnbent  of  the  office,  such  a  power  under  the 
consdtntlon  did  not  attach  to  the  Executive, 
and  hence  could  not  be  exerdsed.  It  was  quite 
unneoefisary,  therefore,  to  provide,  by  any  statu- 
tory provision,  for  that  which  was  already  suf- 
fidently  gotfded  by  the  constitution. 

Mr  £.  was  aware  that  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tieman  w^ere  correct.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  correct  meaning  of  the  constitution 
was  such  as  was  stated  by  Mr.  Xing ;  but,  how- 
ever this  fact  might  be,  it  was  not  to  be  dis- 
ffmsed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had,  by  the  course  he  had  pursued  on  a  former 
occasion,  manifested  a  different  understanding 
of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Madison  had  nomi- 
nated Ministers  to  negotiate  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  tiiese 
were  not  wacancies,  but  original  appointments. 
If  thi«  bad  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senate, 
and  fuch  he  understood  had  been  the  case,  it 


might  be  considered  as  authority  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  adopt  that  course  again.  Such  a 
course  he  thought  unauthorized,  and  he  wished, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed,  to 
say  so.  The  Senate  should  retain  the  powers 
that  belonged  to  it;  nor  was  it  less  material 
that  it  shovdd  judge  of  the  merits  and  qualifica- 
tions of  those  who  might  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mune,  remarked  that  the 
constitution  was  certainly  definite  enough  upon 
this  subject;  the  amendment  proposed  could 
not  make  it  more  so ;  and  he  was  altogether 
unwilling,  where  the  rule  was  prescribed  al- 
ready by  an  instrument,  from  which  neither 
the  President  nor  this  boay  had  a  right  to  de- 
part, to  attempt  either  to  enlarge  it,  or  to  de- 
clare what  should  or  should  not  be  its  true  con- 
struction. The  I^resident  was  competent  to 
Judge  of  this  matter  without  any  opinion  being 
offered  by  the  Senate. 

Some  remarks  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Wauc- 
SB  and  Xmo,  of  Alabama,  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  Senate,  the  intent  of  the  constitution,  tco. ; 
when 

Mr.  Eaton  observed,  that,  having  referred  to 
the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  from  which 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  been  removed,  he 
had  found  that  the  principle  acted  on  by  Mr. 
Madison,  in  relation  to  the  Ministers  who 
formed  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  had  not  been  ac- 
quiesced in,  but  had  been  protested  against  by 
tne  Senate ;  it  was,  therefore,  not  to  be  viewed 
as  establishing  any  precedent,  and  he  would 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  had  offered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messra  Barbotir,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Lomsiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Elaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  (jaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lamnan,  Lowrie,  Mocrill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Ruggles,  Seymonr,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Bmvn,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee— 89. 

Nays. — Messrs^  Lloyd,  Macon,  and  Smith — 8. 


Tuesday,  April  80. 

JSepeal  of  Florida  Territorial  Laws, 

Mr.  HoLMSs,  of  Maine,  agreeably  to  notice, 
having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  re- 
lieve the  people  of  Florida  from  the  operation 
of  certain  ordinances.  [This  bill  proposed  to 
repeal  the  ordinance  of  Governor  Jackson,  of 
July  18, 1821,  concerning  naturalization,  and 
the  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, of  October  19,  1821 ;  imposes  fines  and 
imprisonment  on  any  person  who  shall  here- 
after attempt  to  enforce  said  ordinance ;  and 
provides  for  refunding  to  the  people  of  Florida 
all  moneys  which  they  have  paid  under  said 
ordinances.]  The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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United  States  Militia  Fines, 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  vesting  in 
the  respective  States  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  the  non-perform- 
ance of  militia  duty  daring  the  last  war,  and 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  na- 
tions of  the  American  continent,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  retomed  to  the  other 
Hoase. 

Trade  with  British  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  following 
bill,  which  was  read: 

Be  it  enacted,  j"c.,  That  on  satiafactor^  OTidence 
being  given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  ports  in  the  islands,  or  colonies,  in  the  West 
Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  have 
been  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue 
his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  shall  thereaner  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  Great  Britain,  employed  in  the  trade  and  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  such  islands  or 
colonies,  subject  to  such  reciprocal  rules  and  restric- 
tions as  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States  may  by 
soch  proclamation  make  and  publish,  any  thing  in 
the  laws,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  nayigation,*' 
or  an  act,  entitled  ''  An  act  supplementaiy  to  an  act 
concerning  navigation,"  to  the  contraxy  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  no  longer. 

Wednesday,  May  1. 

Trade  to  Norway, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  Staiea: 

In  the  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  their  present  session,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  the  Government  of  Norway  had  issued  an 
ordinance  for  admitting  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  their  caxgoes  into  the  ports  of  that  King- 
dom, upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties 
than  are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  of  ii^atever  ar- 
ticles the  said  cargoes  may  consist,  and  from  what- 
ever ports  the  vessels  laden  with  them  may  come. 

In  communicating  this  ordinance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  of  Norway  has  re- 
quested, the  benefit  of  a  similar  and  reciprocal  pro- 
vision for  the  vessels  of  Norway,  and  their  cargoes, 
which  may  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

This  provision  being  within  the  competency  only 
of  the  legislative  authority  of  Congress,  I  communi- 
cate to  them,  herewith,  copies  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  Norwegian  Government  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  and  recommend  the  same  to  their  con- 
sideration. 

<       JAMES  MONBOK 

Washuiqioh,  Mt^  1, 1822. 


The  Message  and  docnments  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Foreign  BektionB. 

YoMination, 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  the  act  concerning  vaccination  was  neit 
resumed. 

Mr.  Llotd  laid  before  the  Senate  an  explana- 
tory letter  from  the  late  vaccine  agent,  (Dr. 
Smith,)  and  moved  that  the  bill  with  the  letter 
be  recommitted;  but^  after  some  debate,  this 
motion  was  lost 

It  was  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in* 
definitely ;  and  a  debate  of  considerable  dnia- 
tion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Mobbill,  Maook, 
Lloyd,  Diokebsok,  Holmsb  of  Maine,  Eiton, 
and  others  took  part.  This  motion  was  also 
lost ;  and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Baibonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickemo, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lsa- 
man,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Smith, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 29. 

Nat& — Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Knight,  Moiril!, 
Parrott,  and  Ruggles — 9. 

Duties  on  French  Vessels. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  concerning 
navigation,  having  been  previously  read  a  sec- 
ond time^  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  moved  the  addition 
of  the  following  section : 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the 
event  of  the  signature  of  any, treaty  or  conventioD 
concerning  the  navigation  or  commerce  between  tiie 
United  States  and  France,  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  should  he 
deem  the  same  expedient,  by  proclamatioD,  to  sus- 
pend, until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
operation  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  snd  ftr 
other  purposes  ;'*  and  also  to  suspend,  as  aforesaid,  sU 
other  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported 
in  the  same,  which  may  exceed  the  duties  on  Ameii- 
can  vessels,  and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  King  remarked  that  this  section  was  in- 
tended to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  meet  France,  in  case  that  Govermnent 
should,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress^  re- 
move the  existing  commercial  difSemties  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  repealing  what  was 
usually  termed  her  ^^  eighteen  dollar  act."  He 
did  not  say  what  probability  there  was  of  a  re- 
moval of  these  difficulties;  he  coidd  onljs^ 
there  was  a  hope,  an  anxious  hope,  entertained 
for  their  removid — and,  ^ould  that  event  hai^ 
pily  occur,  the  section  now  proposed  wornd 
enable  the  President  to  meet  promptly  anj 
steps  which  France  might  take  tbwaids  so  de- 
sirable an  end. 
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The  amendment  was  adopted  wlthont  objec- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

United  States  Militia  Fines, 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  respective  States  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines  assessed 
for  the  non-performance  of  militia  dntj  daring 
tiio  late  war,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  FiHDLAT,  so  as  to  limit  it  to  the  State  of 
Pemu^lvania^  and  after  a  short  discussion,  the 
bQl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

While  the  above  bill  was  under  discussion — 

llr.  LowRiB  said,  that,  when  he  first  intro- 
duced this  bill,  he  had  given  an  abstract  of  some 
of  the  &ct8  and  principles  involved  in  it.  At 
that  time  he  had  intended,  when  the  bill  came 
up  for  consideration,  to  have  given  a  fall  and 
detailed  exposition  of  the  whole  subject ;  but, 
as  the  session  was  so  near  a  dose,  he  would 
limit  his  remarks  as  much  as  Jostioe  to  the  sub- 
ject would  permit 

The  United  States,  said  Mr.  L.,  could  not  have 
collected  these  fines  bat  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Bute.  This  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate. 

At  the  time  these  delinquencies  happened, 
there  was  no  law  on  this  subject  but  the  act  of 
the  Congress  of  1795.  That  act  provided  for 
the  punishment  of  delinquents  by  courts-mar- 
tial, but  did  not  specify  how,  when,  or  by  whom, 
such  courts-martial  should  be  selected  and  or- 
ganized. To  every  practical  purpose,  therefore. 
on  this  point,  the  act  of  Oong^ss  was  a  dead 
letter,  and  any  individual,  with  a  knowledge  of 
this  circumstance,  mieht  set  at  defiance  every 
requisition  made  for  his  services  in  defence  of 
the  country. 

The  pribciples  of  law  which  govern  this  sub- 
ject are  now,  in  some  measure,  settled  by  the 
decisian  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  distinction 
is  there  laid  down  and  supported,  between  an 
order  and  a  requisition.  If  the  Secretary  of 
War,  under  the  authority  of  the  President,  issues 
tn  order  to  any  officer  holding  a  military  com- 
nusion  under  the  State  au&ority,  all  fines, 
arising  from  delinquencies  under  that  order, 
bdong,  of  right,  to  the  United  States.  But  if  a 
requisition  is  made  to  the  Executive  of  the 
8ti^  the  fines  arising  from  ddinqnencies  belong 
to  the  Stote. 

These  principles  have  also  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Executive  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  an  extent  sufficient  for  my  present 
object.  During  the  time  my  colleague  was 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  some  doubts  were 
entertained  whether  the  power  of  remitting 
tiieee  fines  was  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  the  executive  of  tlie  State.  On  the 
8th  January,  1818,  in  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tuy  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  opinion  of  tiie 
President  was  requested  on  thb  point  To  this 
t^c^oest  the  following  answer  was  given : 


''DXPABTMBBT  OF  State,  April  14,  1818. 

*'  Sm :  I  am  directed  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  8th  January  last,  to  state  to  yon,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  that  the  power  of  remitting  the  fines, 
in  the  cases  referred  to  therein,  is  not  vested  in  him, 
but  in  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"As,  in  coming  to  this  conclnsion,  it  was  necessaiy 
to  give  a  particular  examination,  both  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
lating to  the  subject,  and  as  it  was,  for  some  time,  ex- 
pected that  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  case  involving  the  question,  might 
have  rendered  any  further  proceedings,  on  the  part  of 
the  President,  in  relation  to  it,  unnecessaiy,  this  an- 
swer has  been,  much  to  his  regret,  delayed  until  this 
time.  In  communicating  it  to  you,  I  am  further  di- 
rected to  request  you  would  manifest  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  high  satisfaction  he  has  taken  in 
remarkiiur  the  promptitude  and  e£5ciency  with  which 
the  requisition  upon  the  Commonwealtii,  on  the  occa- 
sion to  which  these  transactions  refer,  was  answered 
and  complied  with,  and  the  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit 
with  which  the  State  contributed  her  support  to  the 
defence  of  the  countiy. 

*'  I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  &e. 

"JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS.'' 

As  the  case  is  now  decided,  the  State  acted 
gratuitously,  in  placing  these  fines  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  General  Government  But,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that,  at  that  period,  the  law  was 
not  settled.  When  the  militia  law  of  the  State 
passed,  in  1814, 1  was  then  in  that  Legislature. 
This  very  provision  embarrassed  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  some  of  our  members  of  Oongress 
were  requested  to  procure  such  information  as 
was  at  Washington,  on  this  subject.  But  noth- 
ing satisfjEM)tory  was  received,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  was  obliged  to  act  from  the 
best  lights  they  had.  It  will,  at  least,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  they  took  the  most  patriotic  side. 
It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  that  State  to 
discuss  principles  of  right  with  the  Federal 
Gk>vemment^  when  the  enemy  was  at  the  door. 
The  Legialature,  by  the  act  of  1814,  iupplied 
the  defect  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  and, 
lest  the  public  service  should  be  injured,  they 
agreed  to  your  unreasonable  provision,  that  the 
United  States  should  be  furnished  with  the  men, 
and  have  the  fines  besides. 


'WsDiniSDAT;^  May  8. 

Lead  Mme  Leases  en  tie  Upper  Mississippu 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  founded  upon  the  Message  of 
the  President  received  last  night,  covering  a  re- 
port from  the  Ordnance  branch  of  the  War  De- 
partment, on  the  subject  of  lead  mine  leases  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  He  would  ex- 
plain the  grounds  upon  which  the  resolution 
would  be  predicated.  The  Ordnance  report 
showed,  that  a  set  of  rules  had  been  adopted  for 
leases  of  lead  mines,  in  virtue  of  a  supposed 
power  in  the  act  of  Congress,  of  March  8d,  1807. 
Mr.  B.  was  of  opinion  that  the  act  did  not  in 
£eu^  nor  could  not  in  law,  impart  such  power. 
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The  lead  mines  were  national  property,  and,  as 
SQch,  it  belonged  to  Oongress  alone  to  make 
mles  for  their  disposition.  He  referred  to  the 
constitution,  and  contended  that  Oongress  conld 
not,  if  it  would,  devolve  upon  others  the  power 
which  that  instrmnent  had  given  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  alone,  to  dispose  of  the 
national  property.  The  report  also  showed  that 
two  leases  (provisionally)  for  160  acres  each, 

rn  the  application  of  the  honorable  Richabd 
Johnson,  had  been  made  this  winter  to 
Messrs.  J.  Johnson  and  others,  of  Kentucky,  to 
be  taken  where  the  lessees  please,  between  Lake 
Michigan  and  the  Mississippi  Biver,  to  endure 
for  three  years,  with  the  right  of  renewal,  free 
of  rent  for  two  years,  and  paying  one-tenth  of 
the  ore  raised  on  the  third,  and  a  stipulation 
about  paying  for  improvements.  The  lease 
purported  to  be  conditional,  but  seemed  to  be  in 
a  train  of  execution.  The  lessees  were  authorized 
forthwith  to  make  their  selection  and  go  to 
work.  An  officer  of  artillery  (Lieutenant  Bur- 
dine)  had  been  ordered  to  meet  the  lessees  at 
the  Great  Orossings,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  first 
of  March,  and  proceed  with  them  to  select  the 
mine.  A  small  detachment  of  regular  troops 
were  to  g^ve  them  support  and  coxmtenanoe. 
Three  In£an  agents  have  been  directed  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed  with  the 
lessees,  to  explain  to  the  Indians  the  views  of 
the  Government  in  making  the  leases,  and  se- 
curing the  lessees  in  the  uninterrupted  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work.  Mr.  B.  took  two  objections 
to  these  leases : 

1.  Disadvantageous  to  the  Bepublia 

2.  lUegal. 

First.  Disadvantageous,  he  said,  because  the 
mines  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  lease  were 
worth  an  immense  sum,  and  were  parted  with 
for  a  song.  The  leases  would  be  located  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  between  Ouisconsin 
and  Bock  Biver.  Mr.  B.  showed  a  table  of  the 
Indian  trade  at  St.  Louis,  in  1816,  whidi  ex- 
hibited the  quantity  of  180,000  pounds  weight 
of  lead  sold  by  the  Indians  from  these  mines,  to 
the  fur  traders.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge^s  Views  of  Louisiana,  page  65,  to  show 
that,  in  1811,  the  same  item  amounted  to  500,- 
000  pounds  weight.  At  five  cents  a  pound,  the 
average  price  at  St.  Louis,  the  first  of  these 
quantities  would  command  $9,000,  and  the  sec- 
and  $25,000.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  richness  of 
these  mines  was  known  to  everybody  at  St 
Louis,  and  if  there  let  out  at  auction,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  upon  due  notice,  would  have 
commanded  an  immense  sum. 

Second,  These  leases  were  ill^al,  because 
the  act  of  1807,  upon  which  the  lessor  relied, 
was  special,  and  would  exclude  the  present 
lessees.  Mr.  B.  read  the  ac^  and  argued  that  it 
did  not  extend  to  the  whole  United  States,  but 
'  only  to  territory  ceded  by  foreign  powers, 
(Louisiana,)  or  by  some  ^tate.  The  mines  in 
question  were  on  the  Virginia  cession,  and 
would  not  exclude  the  lessees  upon  that  limita- 
tion.   Bat  there  was  another,  which  applied  to 


the  persons  capable  of  taking  the  lease,  which 
would  exclude  them.  The  lessor  rdi^  upon 
the  proviso  to  the  2d  section,  (volume  4,  Laws 
U.  S.,  page  119.)  That  proviso  has  rdatioa 
back  to  the  persons  described  in  the  precedins 
part ;  and  they  must  be,  1st,  persons  settled 
upon  a  half  section  of  land  at  the  time  of  the 
cession ;  2d,  settled  there  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  act,  (8d  March,  1807 ;)  Sd,  and 
who  should  apply  for  the  lease  before  the  Ist  of 
January,  1808.  To  ^^  such  applicant,"  when 
the  half  section  includes  a  lead  mine,  the  Fred- 
dent  may  ^*  grant  permission  to  work  the  same," 
and  cause  **  such  mine"  to  be  leased  for  a  tenn 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  present  lessees  were  exdnd- 
ed  upon  all  three  of  these  limitations.  The/ 
were  Kentuckians,  who  never  did  reside  upon 
the  half  section,  and  did  not  apply  for  their 
lease  till  the  winter  of  1821~'2.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  Oongress  had  twice  shown  that  they  un- 
derstood the  act  as  he  did — in  1816,  when  thev 
re-enacted  tiiis  section  for  one  year,  and  took 
in  the  persons  then  settled,  and  who  should  ap- 
ply before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817; 
and  in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  oon- 
tinned  open  for  settlers  till  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1818.  He  said  the  United  States  Sa- 
preme  Court,  in  the  late  Territory  of  Missouri, 
had  decided  the  same  way.  He,  Mr.  B.,  was 
counsel  for  Wilson,  and  others,  sued  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  United  States  for  about  $25^  of 
rent  for  leases  under  the  act  of  1807.  He  de- 
murred for  want  of  power  in  the  lessor,  and  the 
Slaintiff  was  amerced,  pro  faUo  elamore  «w. 
[any  leases  had  been  made  in  Missouri.  He 
never  heard  of  but  one  who  paid,  Partenai,  a 
Frenchman,  who  paid  $2,800  on  the  first  lease, 
as  Mr.  B.  had  been  informed. 

Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  another  oonsideratiott 
connected  with  this  lease — the  illegality  and 
disadvantage  of  it  out  of  the  question— the  In- 
dians would  appear  as  a  party,  under  circum- 
stances of  powerful  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.  They  daim  these 
mines.  They  are  weak — we  are  strong.  They 
have  the  possession — we  have  the  words  of  a 
treaty.  Mr.  B.  would  state  the  case  as  £urly 
as  he  could  for  both  parties.  In  1804  the  Saos 
and  Foxes  ceded  tlie  country  between  the  Ouis- 
consin and  Bock  Biver  Qncmding  the  mines  in 
question)  to  the  United  States ;  the  Ohippewas, 
Ottawas,  and  Potawatamies,  disputed  their 
title.  In  1816  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  three 
latter  tribes,  and  the  dispute  with  the  United 
States  was  compromised  by  a  division  of  the 
disputed  tract :  a  line  was  agreed  upon  to  nm 
west  from  the-  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi ;  the  United 
States  taking  what  was  to  the  south,  and  the 
three  tribes  taking  that  which  was  to  the  north, 
with  the  exception  of  one  reserve  of  three 
leagues  square,  to  include  the  fort  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  witlithe  reserve  of  "such  other 
tracts  at  or  near  the  Ouisconsin  and  Missis- 
sippi, as  the  President  may  think  proper  to  re- 
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serve;  such  tracts  not  exceeding  five  leagues 
square."  (6  yoL  Laws  United  States^  page 
810.)  The  question,  as  it  concerns  the  Indians, 
said  Mr.  B.,  arises  out  of  the  last  reserve.  The 
tracts  are  not  designated ;  it  is  left  to  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Indianis  deny  that  they  intended 
that  the  mines  should  be  taken,  and  have  often 
threatened  to  kill  any  white  people  who  should 
attempt  to  work  them.  It  is  clear  that  an  op- 
position is  now  apprehended,  for  the  present 
leflsees  are  accompanied  by  a  triumvirate  of 
pacificators  to  quiet  the  Indians,  and  a  military 
aemonstralion  to  overawe  them.  Mr.  B.  thought 
that  the  lessees  ought  to  be  arrested,  if  not  for 
the  enormous  injury  done  the  Bepublio  in  the 
lease,  at  least  for  its  illegality  and  severil^  to- 
wards the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  apologized  for  troubling  the  Senate  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  session.  He  could  not 
do  it  sooner.  The  report  was  only  received  the 
night  before,  and  he  could  not  resist  a  sense  of 
duty  which  compelled  him  to  lay  a  resolution 
on  the  table.  Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  fol- 
k>wing  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

Buolveij  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaxy  be 
inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  Lead 
ICne  leaMS  made  irith  James  Johnson,  and  others, 
of  Kentacky,  commimicated  to  the  Senate  in  the 
Pw8«dent*8  Message  of  May  7th. 

Mr.  Edwasds,  of  Illinois,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Preffldent :  Since  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  has  thought 
proper,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to 
bring  uiis  subject  before  the  Senate,  and  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  which  it  is  now  impossible  to 
act  upon,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  if  the 
impatience  of  gentlemen  to  adjourn  did  not  pre- 
dade  all  hope  of  commanding  attention  to  a 
dry,  legal  investigation,  I  think  I  could  most 
satisfactorily  demonstrate  that  the  construction 
which  the  gentleman  has  given  to  the  law  of 
1807,  and  from  which  he  infers  the  illegality 
of  the  leases  referred  to  in  his  resolution,  is 
most  palpably  erroneous. 

That  his  is  opposed  to  the  contemporaneous 
and  practical  construction  which  has  heen  given 
to  &e  law,  by  all  those  whose  duty  it  has  been 
to  execute  it,  is  plainly  to  be  inferred^  even  from 
the  fact  stated  oy  himself^  ^^  that  many  leases 
nnder  it  had  been  made  in  MiflfiOurL'' 

The  same  construction,  however,  has  uni- 
fonnlj  governed  in  a  variety  of  other  cases  of 
the  greatest  notoriety.  That  ^e  nation  has 
sanctioned  it,  is  evident,  not  only  from  its  ao- 
qmesoence,  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  in  all  those 
cosesi,  bat  from  positive  acts  of  legislation  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  them,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  the  Wabash  Saline,  in  Illinois. 

The  dause  of  the  law  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers,  embraces  "  salt  springs  "  as  weU  as  "  lead 
mines,^  and  the  authority  to  lease  the  one,  with 
every  limitation  prescribed,  equidly  applies  to 
the  other.  The  duty  of  executing  this  law,  un- 
til very  recently,  appertained  to  the  Treasury 


Department^  the  records  of  which  will  prove 
that  all  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have 
presided  over  that  Department,  and  every  Pres- 
ident, since  the  8d  March,  1807,  have  sanction- 
ed, or  exercised  the  power,  now,  for  the  first 
time,  discovered  to  be  a  usm^tion. 

The  first  lease  of  the  Wabash  Saline  was  exe- 
cuted by  Governor  Harrison,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Qallatin,  to  Kentuckians.  All  the 
subsequent  leases  of  it  were  executed  by  myself 
xmder  the  direction  of  the  same  gentleman,  ana 
his  successors  in  office.  By  his  mrections,  also. 
I  leased  a  large  body  of  land^induding  a  lead 
mine,  in  BlinoiB,  to  William  Ficklen,  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  1819  or  '17,  leases  were  made  of  a 
salt  spring  on  Big  Muddy  Biver.  in  Blinoia,  and 
of  the  veiy  mines  referred  to  by  the  resolution 
submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  which 
were  vastly  more  extensive,  and  less  guarded 
than  those  now  objected  to,  and  I  presume  all 
those  leases  may  be  found  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. Other  similar  instances  might  be  re- 
ferred to,  but,  sir,  it  would  be  but  a  useless 
waste  of  time  to  multiply  the  evidences  of  the 
universally  received  construction  and  practical 
exposition  that  has  been  uniformly  g^  ven  to  this 
law. 

But,  Mr.  Prerident^  said  Mr.  R,  were  this  a 
case  of  the  first  impr^eion,  there  is  nothing, 
either  in  the  letter,  or  intention  of  the  law,  to 
warrant  the  gentleman's  construction.  The 
law  is  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  prevent  settlements 
being  made  on  land  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
xmtil  authorized  by  law."  Its  provisions  accord 
well  with  its  title,  some  of  them  containing 
severe  prohibitions  against  nnlavriid,  and  others 
prescribing  the  means  of  obtaining  authorized 
settlements.  In  the  latter  it  was  declared  that 
all  persons  settled  upon  public  land,  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  who  should,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  first  d  January  following,  ap- 
ply to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  &c.,  for 
that  purpose,  should  obtain  permission  to  oc- 
cupy their  setdements,  as  tenants  at  the  will  of 
the  Government)  upon  certain  specified  condi- 
tions, with  thft  exception,  however,  of  all  tracts 
of  land,  including  lead  mines,  or  salt  springs. 
To  tracts  of  this  description  the  power  of  the 
Register  did  not  extend,  if  or  was  it  intended  to 
secure  to  the  settlers  the  benefit  of  any  settle- 
ments thereon.  These  tracts  were  expressly 
reserved  for  the  disposition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  a  proviso  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  "  That  in  aU  cases  where  the  tract 
of  land  applied  for  includes  either  a  lead  mine 
or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same 
shall  be  granted,  without  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  hereby 
antiiorized  to  cause  su<^  mines  or  springs  to  be 
leased  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and 
on  such  conditions  as  he  shall  think  proper.'' 

The  gentieman  from  Mssouri  says,  ^*  this  pro- 
viso has  relation  back  to  the  persona  described 
in  the  preceding  part."  It  has,  indeed,  such 
**  relation  back  "  to  those  persons^  so  far  as  to 
negative  and  exclude  the  exclusive  claim,  on 
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their  part,  for  which  he  contends,  and  to  limit 
the  power  of  the  register.  But  it  has  also  a  re- 
lation forward,  as  a  distinct  snhstantive  grant 
of  power  to  the  President,  to  lease  all  snoh 
^  mines  and  salt  springs,''  without  any  of  Ihe 
limitations  imposed  upon  the  register,  as  to  per- 
sons, '*  for  the  term  of  three  years,  on  such  con- 
ditions as  he  shall  think  proper." 

The  provisions  in  relation  to  th^  permission 
to  be  granted  to  the  settlers,  were  to  expire,  by 
their  own  limitation,  within  a  short  tune. 
Those  settlers  oo^d  claim  no  benefit,  under  the 
law,  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  succeeding 
January.  The  power  to  lease  the  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
with  the  Lititude  of  discretion  allowed  to  the 
President  contemplated  regulations  of  a  per- 
manent character,  to  be  executed  as  well  after 
as  before  the  first  day  of  January,  and  must  be 
considered  wholly  independent  of  any  claims 
which  the  intruders  upon  public  land — ^the  vio- 
lators of  a  law  of  the  United  States— could  have 
upon  the  Grovernment. 

But,  though  the  gentleman  admits  that  those 
mines  are  *^  national  property,"  and  complains 
most  bitterly  of  the  inmiense  sacrifice  of  the 
public  interest,  in  the  two  leases  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  each,  that  are  the  subject  of  his 
denunciation ;  yet,  he  contends  that  the  Presi- 
dent's power  of  leasing  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  squatters  that  happen  to  be  on  mineral 
lands.  How,  let  me  ask.  would  the  public  in- 
terest be  better  consulted  by  enforcing  such  an 
unreasonable  limitation?  There  is  nonesuch 
annexed  to  the  power  granted  to  the  President, 
and  no  implication  can  warrant  it ;  for  there  is 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  those 
squatters  were  such  favorites  that  the  legisla- 
ture intended  to  secure  to  them  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  leasing,  and  ^at,  too,  without  the 
possibihty  of  competition,  the  valuable  mines 
which  the  gentleman  has  described,  and  to 
which  every  other  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  equal  claim. 

The  gentleman,  however,  has  satisfied  him- 
self that  Congress  has  given  a  l^l^ative  con- 
struction to  tiie  law  conformably  to  his* own; 
for,  says  he,  ^*  Oonsress  had  twice  shown  that 
they  understood  the  act  as  he  did — ^in  1816, 
when  they  re-enacted  this  section  for  one  year, 
and  took  in  the  persons  then  settled,  who  should 
apply  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817;  and 
in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  continued 
open  to  the  settlers  till  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1818."  But  here,  sir,  said  Mr.  £.,  the  gentle- 
man labors  under  a  great  mistake.  In  neither 
of  these  laws  is  the  section  referred  to  re-enacted. 
They  provide  temporarily  for  settlers  only,  and 
extend  to  them  all  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
benefits,  that  had  been  or  were  intended  to  be 
granted  to  others  in  the  like  situation.  The 
proviso  in  these  laws  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz :  ^*  That  in  all  cases  where  the  tract  of  land 
applied  for  indudes  either  a  lead  mine  or  salt 
spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same  shall 
be   granted  without  the  approbation  of  the 


President  of  the  United  States."  But  that  part 
of  the  section,  in  the  law  of  1807,  which  con- 
fers upon  the  President  the  power  of  leasmg 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  is  not  re-^iacted, 
doubtless  because  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
temporary,  or  to  apply  exclusively  to  the  set- 
tlers, as  the  gentleman  supposes.  [Here  Mr. 
Edwards,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.] 

Adjawmment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  farther 
communicatious  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Oongreaa,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn,  and  con- 
curred therein.  And  Mr.  Exno,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Maoon,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ejno,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Oongress. 

A  message  was  then  received  m>m  the  Honee 
of  Representatives,  notifying  the  Senate,  that 
the  House,  having  finished  the  business  before 
tiiem,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

The  Secretary  was  then  directed  to  inform 
the  House,  that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the 
business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjonm. 
Whereupon,  the  Psesident  a^oumed  the  Sen- 
ate without  day. 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 


Military  Organization, 

In  Sbnatb  of  thb  United  States, 

AprU,  80, 182S. 

Ordered,  That  the  iiyunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  following  proceedings  and 
documents,  and  that  they  be  printed. 


Monday,  January  22, 1822. 
The  following  written  Message  was  received 
from  the  Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  Staibs  : 

To  ike  SenaU  of  the  United  Statee: 

I  nominate  the  persons  whose  names  are  stated  in 
the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  fx 
the  appointments  therein  respectively  proposed  for 
them. 

The  changes  in  the  army,  growing  out  of  Ae  act 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  "  To  reduce  and  fix  the 
Militaiy  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  SUtes, 
are  exhibited  m  the  oflScial  register  for  the  year  1822, 
herewith  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Senate. 

Under  the  late  organization  of  the  artilleiy  aitn, 
with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
light  artilleiy,  there  were  no  grades  higher  wan  heu- 
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tenani'ebkniel  reoognized.  Three  of  the  four  ooloneU 
of  utinerj  provided  for  bj  the  act  of  Congrea  of  the 
Sd  of  March,  1821,  were  eonaidored,  therefore,  aa 
origiiiBl  Tacandea,  to  be  filled,  aa  the  good  of  the 
■errioe  ndght  dictate,  flrom  the  armj  oorpa. 

The  pay  department  bemg  considered  aa  a  part  of 
Ihe  BCilitBiy  Establiahment,  and  within  the  meaning 
of  the  above-recited  act  oonstitating  one  ol  the  ooipa 
of  the  army,  the  then  Paymaster  General  waa  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  one  of  the  reg^ents.  A  c<mtrary 
ooostmction,  which  wonld  have  limited  the  corps 
qwdfied  in  the  12th  section  of  the  act  to  the  line  of 
the  Army,  wonld  equally  have  exdnded  all  the  other 
bancbea  of  the  8ta£(  aa  well  as  that  of  the  pay  de- 
partment, whidi  was  eipressly  comprehended  among 
those  to  be  reduced,  Snoh  a  constmction  did  not 
seem  to  be  anthorized  by  the  act,  since,  by  its  general 
tenna,  it  waa  inferred  to  have  been  intended  to  give  a 
power  of  aofficient  extent  to  make  the  reduction,  by 
vludi  80  many  were  to  be  disbanded,  operate  with  as 
fitde  Inconyenience  as  possible  to  the  parties.  Act- 
ing on  these  views,  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  General  Offioera^  who  were  called  in,  on 
aeooant  of  their  knowledge  and  experience,  to  aid  the 
Executive  in  so  delicate  a  service,  I  thought  it  prop- 
er to  appoint  Colonel  Towson  to  one  of  the  new 
Rjg^ento  of  artilleiy,  it  being  a  corps  in  which  he 
had  eminently  distinguished  himself,  and  acquired 
great  knowledge  and  experiexioe  in  the  late  war. 

In  reconciling  conflicting  claims,  provision  for  four 
officers  of  distinction  could  only  be  made,  in  grades 
inferior  to  those  which  they  formerly  held.  Their 
names  are  submitted,  with  the  nomination  for  the 
btevet  rank  of  the  grades  from  which  they  were  sever- 
alW^  reduced. 

it  IS  proper,  also,  to  observe  that,  as  it  was  found 
difficult,  in  executiDg  the  act,  to  retain  each  ofiScer  in 
die  ooips  to  which  he  belonged,  the  power  of  trans- 
fismog  oflSoers  fiom  one  corps  to  another  was  reserved 
in  the  general  orders  publi^ed  in  the  register,  till  the 
Ist  day  of  January  last,  in  order  that,  upon  vacancies 
oocmring,  those  who  had  been  put  out  of  their  proper 
eorpa  migh^  as  far  as  possible,  be  restored  to  it.  Un- 
der this  reservation,  and  in  oonformity  to  the  power 
vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  1st  section  of  the  75th 
article  of  the  general  regulations  of  the  Army,  ap- 
ptoved  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  on  the  resigna- 
tioD  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mitehell,  of  the  corps  of 
artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lindsay,  who  had  be- 
koged  to  this  corps  before  the  late  reduction,  was 
transferred  back  to  it,  in  the  same  grade.  As  an  ad- 
ditional motive  to  ^  transfer,  it  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  and  Mf^r 
WooUey  being  reduced  to  lower  grades  than  those 
which  they  held  before  the  reduction,  and  Captain 
Cobb  from  being  disbanded  under  the  act.  These 
dreinnatancea  were  considered  aa  constituting  an  ex- 
tnofdiaaiy  caae^  wiUiin  the  meaning  of  the  section 
aheady  referred  to  of  the  regulations  of  the  Army. 
It  is^  however,  submitted  to  the  Senate  whether  this 
is  a  case  requiring  their  confirmation — and,  in  case 
BDcii  should  be  their  opinion,  it  is  submitted  to  them 
ftr  their  constitutional  confirmation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAflHOKnov,  Jmrnary  17, 1822. 


to  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  the 
number  of  the  Colonels  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  their 
names,  dates  of  commission,  and  corps.  Also, 
showing  the  namber  of  Colonels  in  service  un- 
der the  Peace  Establishment  of  1621,  their 
names,  the  highest  grade  before  held  by  them, 
the  date  of  tlmt  commission,  and  the  corps  to 
which  they  belonged,  if  attached  to  any  corps. 
Also,  showing  the  number  of  Ad[jatant  and  In- 
spector GteneralB  in  service  on  the  said  2d  of 
March,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal  rank  pre- 
viously held  by  each  in  the  United  States  Anny, 
and  the  date  of  that  commisaon.  Also,  show- 
ing the  number  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
Grenerals  in  service  under  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  1821,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal 
rank  previously  held  by  them,  and  the  date  of 
conmiission.  Also  a  list  of  all  transfers  and 
promotions  made  under  or  since  the  said  act  of 
March  2,  lowing  the  names,  grades,  dates  of 
commissions,  and  corps  to  which  each  belonged 
at  the  time  of  the  transfer  or  promotion,  and  the 
office  to  which  transferred  or  promoted.  Also, 
showing  the  highest  lineal  rant  held  by  Colonel 
B.  Butler  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at 
any  time  before  the  said  2d  of  March,  the  time 
when,  and  his  rank  when  he  may  have  quit  the 
line  of  the  Army ;  and  the  grade  and  date  of 
commission  of  ^lujor  William  Bradford,  at  the 
time  aforesaid. 


f^uDAT,  March  8. 

On  motaon,  by  Mr.  Benton,  Betohed^  That 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affidrs  be  iDStmcted 


Wednesday,  March  18. 

Mr.  WiTXTAMH,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  21st  of  January  nom- 
inating to  promotions  and  appointmente  in  the 
Army,  made  the  following  report,  which  waa 
read: 

That  Colonel  Towson,  on  the  2d  day  of  March, 
1821,  was  Paymaster  General ;  that  he  held  neither 
rank  nor  command  in  the  Army ;  and,  not  belonging 
to  any  corps  of  the  Army,  the  President  had  no  power, 
under  the  law  reducing  and  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment,  to  arrange  him  to  the  command  of 
one  of  the  regimente  retained  in  service  by  said  act. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Colonel  Gada- 
den,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  one  of  the  two 
Inspector  Generals  of  the  Army,  both  of  whom  were 
retained  in  service  by  the  act  redacing  the  Aimy ; 
that  there  were  two  AcQutant  Generals  in  service,  one 
of  whom,  was  retained  in  service;  and  the  President 
was  not  authorised  to  dismiss  both  of  them,  and  re- 
tain Colonel  Gadsden  as  Adjutant  General. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Colonel  Fen- 
wick,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  lig^t  artiUexy ;  that,  by  appointing  him 
to  the  conunand  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  arolleiy, 
it  will  disband,  as  supernumerary,  a  full  colonel,  who, 
by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  waa 
entitled  to  be  retained.  The  committee,  therefore, 
recommend  that  tiie  Senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Fenwick. 

The  committee  fmrther  report,  that  Generals  Ma- 
comb and  Atkinson,  Majors  Bradford  and  DaUiba, 
are  nominated  to  grades  below  the  rank  they  for- 
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merlj  held  in  the  Aimj ;  that  the  principle  of  nuee 
wu  recognized  by  Ifae  Senate  on  the  redaction  of  the 
Army,  in  1816 ;  and,  imder  the  authority  of  that 
precedent,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  last 
fonr  mentioned  nominationa  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Wnxuus,  from  the  same  committee, 
pnniumt  to  a  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  re- 
ported the  Army  Begister  of  Hay  17,  1821 ; 
whioh  was  read. 


Thubsdat,  Maroh  14. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion of  Nathan  Towson  to  appointment  in  the 
Army,  as  contained  in  the  message  of  the  21st 
Janoary,  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
JonmecL 

Fbidat,  March  15. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  conrnderation  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 


Safobdat,  March  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  the 
question,  '^  Will  the  Senate  advise  and  consent 
io  this  appointment?"  it  was  determined  as 
follows: 

Ykas. — ^Measm  Barbour,  Brown  of  Loniaiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
MiBsLasippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, King  of  Alabama,  King  dT  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Southard,  Stokes,  and 
Talbot— 19. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf;  Dickerson,  Elliott,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  lioyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Bugffles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  ThomaSjYan 
Dyke,  WiOker,  Ware,  Williams  of  liGssissippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee— 26. 

So  it.  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  7u>t 
advise  and  consent  to  tne  appointment  of  Nathan 
Towson,  to  be  Oolonel  of  me  second  regiment 
of  artillery. 


MoiiDAT,  March  18. 

,  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion of  James  G^sden  to  be  Adjutant  General, 
contained  in  the*message  of  the  21st  January ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thubsdat,  March  21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  James  Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant 
General,  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  21st 
January;  and  on  the  question^  *'  Will  the  Sen- 
ate advise  and  consent  to  this  appointment?" 
it  was  determined  as  follows : 

YsASt-^Messn.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Lonisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Ifisaissippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 


ana, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Kni^t, 
Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Southard,  Stokes,  sod 
Williams  of  Miasissippi — 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  GaOlard,  Hohnes  of  Mabs, 
Macon,  Monill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,yaa 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  WOliama  of  Tennessee-SS. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  Mi 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant  GeneraL 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nom- 
ination of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  be  Oolonel  of 
the  Oorps  of  Eng^eers,  contained  in  the  last- 
mentioned  message;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  ordered,  that  the  question,  ^WUl  the 
Senate  advise  and  consent  to  this  appoint- 
ment f"  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  nomination  lie 
on  the  table. 


Fbibat,  March  22. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaderation  of  the 
nominations  to  promotions  and  appointmentB 
in  the  Army,  9a  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  21st  January,  and  not  before  acted  on. 

On  the  question,  <*Will  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  be  Oolonel  of  En^eers,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  Brigadier  General  ?" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof 
which  was  determined  as  follows : 

Yba& — MenrsL  Barbour,  Boaidman,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
findlay.  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Eentocky, 
Emg  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Maoon,  Mills,  .MoniU,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Buren,  Van  Djke, 
Walker,  and  WHliams  of  Tennessee— 26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  DH^oU; 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Noble,  Pahner,  RnggH 
Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Ware—H. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  second  member 
of  the  said  question,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown  of  I/nils- 
iana,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, .  Findlay,  Hohnes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  KentucW,  Johnson  of  I/mis- 
iana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Macon,  Mills,  Morrill,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Sey- 
mour, Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennesn^- 
2a 

Nats. — Messra  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohk^ 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  GaiUard,  Hohnes  of 
Maine,  Kni^t,  Noble,  Pahner,  Buggies,  Smitb, 
Taylor,  and  Thomaft— 15. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  adrise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb,  agreeable  to  tne  nomination.  . 

On  the  question.  "  Will  the  Senate  advise    , 
and  consent  to   the  appointment  of  Henry 
Atkinsoni  to  be  Oolonel  of  the  sixth  regiment 
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of  infiintiy,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier 
General  f^ 

A  diYision  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof 
and  determined  as  follows : 

YKAa — Messrs.  Barbour,  Boaidmui,  Brown  of 
LnniiiiMm,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickenon,  EUiton,  Ed- 
waida,  Elliott,  Findlay,  HolmoB  of  MiMusippi,  John- 
son of  Kenlackj,  Johnion  of  Loniiiana,  Kixig  of  Ala- 
buna,  King  of  New  York,  flight,  Lanman,  Maooo, 
USSh,  HomU,  Otia,  Panott,  Pleasants,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  and 
Wimams  of  Tennesseo— 29. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  J/WoU, 
Gttllard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Noble,  Palmer,  RogKles, 
Ssjmonr,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Ware— 14. 

And  the  second  member  of  the  question  hay- 
ing been  agreed  to,  it  was  reeolyed^  that  the 
Senate  do  adyise  and  consent  to  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  Henry  Atkinson,  agreeably  to  the  nom- 
ination. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  sepa- 
rately, the  nominations  contained  in  said  mes- 
tsge,  which  had  not  been  finally  acted  on ;  and, 
resolyed,  that  they  fto  adyise  and  consent  to  the 
said  appointments  agreeably  to  the  nominations, 
respecttyely,  with  tiie  exception  of  Samnel  B. 
Archer,  r^iei  Parker,  J.  R.  Fenwick,  and 
William  Bradford ;  which  were,  on  motion,  or- 
dered to  be  postponed  to  Tuesday  next 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  reconsider  the 
yote  of  yesterday  on  the  nomination  of  James 
Gadsden,  it  was  determined  as  follows : 

YKAa. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown  of  Lomsiaaa, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Eentnb^, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  lOng  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  Yorik,  Sjdght,  lumutn,  liOlls,  Noble,  Otis,  Par- 
rott,  Smith,  Soothard,  Stokes,  iJIHliams  of  Mississip- 


Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  I^Wolf, 
Diekerson,  Chillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Macon,  Mor- 
xiD,  Pahner,  Pleasants,  Bnggles^  Seymoor,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Wan,  and  Williamson  of  Tennessee— 31. 

On  the  qaestion,  ^'WiU  the  Senate  adyise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Qads- 
den  to  be  A^tant  General?'*  It  was  deter- 
nuned  as  follows : 


Ytih  —Mesas.  Baiboor,  Brown  of  Looiaaaa, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Fmdlay, 
Hohnes  of  Miadsslppi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Cng  of  New 
York,  Kni^dit,  Lanman,  MOU,  Otis,  Panott,  Smith, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Williams  of  Missiadppi— 31. 

Nats. — Mesara  Barton,  Benton,  Boaidman,  Chan- 
dler, I/WoU;  Dickarson,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Mame, 
Maoon,  Monill,  Noble,  Pidmer,  Pleasants,  Bngdes, 
Ssymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren/Yan 
I>^  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Tennessee— 18. 

So  it  was  Be$oloed^  That  the  Senate  do  tkot 
adyise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden,  to  be  A^jntant  General. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Berton. 

Betokedy  That  the  Ck)mmittee  on  IGlitary 
Afbm  inqoire  into  the  fiacts^  and  inform  the 


Senate,  whether  Oolonel  Robert  Butler  has  re- 
signed, or  refosed  to  accept  the  place  of  Oolonel 
or  Lientenant  Colonel  in  the  Military  Peace  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  whether 
his  resignation  has  been  accepted* 


Tuesday,  March  26L 

The  following  Message  was  receiyed  frcm 
the  I^BsiDENT  OF  THE  UznTED  States  : 

To  th€  Senate  qftke  UniUd  StaUt: 

HsTiiu;  executed  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  rs- 
daoe  ana  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,**  on  great  consideration,  and  aooord- 
inff  to  my  best  judgment ;  and,  inferring  fix>m  the 
rejection  of  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Towson  and 
Colonel  Gadsden,  ofiScers  of  veiy  distingnished  merit^ 
that  the  Tiew  which  I  took  of  ihat  law,  has  not  been 
well  understood,  I  heraby  withdraw  all  the  nomina- 
tions on  which  the  Senate  has  not  decided,  until  I  can 
make  a  more  fuU  commuidcalion  and  explanation  of 
that  yiew,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  I  haye  act- 
ed, in  the  disohaige  of  that  Teiy  delicate  and  impor- 
tant  duty. 

JAMES  MONBOS; 

WASHDroToir,  Marek  20, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read. 


Fbidat,  April  12. 

The  following  Message,  from  the  FSbbidbht 
OF  THE  United  St ates^  was  receiyed : 

[After  an  argument  in  justification  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  act  reducing  the  army  had  been  exe- 
cuted, and  giving  his  reasons  for  ronomfnating  the 
rejected  officers,  the  President  makes  the  renomina^ 
tions.] 

To  the  8maU  of  the  United  Btaiei: 

I  renominate  Nathan  Towson,  to  be  Cokmel  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  artillery. 

James  Gradsden,  to  be  AcQutant  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

WismvOTOV,  AprU  12, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiurs^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon:  and  that  it  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  nnder  an  mjunction  d  se- 
crecy. 

On  motion,  Ordered^  That  the  Measage  of  the 
21st  January  last  nominating  to  promotions 
and  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  fhrther 
to  condder  and  report  thereon,  and  that  It  be 
reprinted  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate,  nnder  an  in- 
junction of  seQre<^. 

On  motion.  Ordered^  That  the  Message  of  the 
26th  March,  withdrawing  certain  nominations 
to  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  printed  for 
the  nse  of  the  Senate,  nnder  an  ii^unction  of 
secrecy. 
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Mon>AT,  April  29. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  mes- 
sage of  the  12th  of  April,  nominating  Nathan 
TowBon  and  James  Ghidsden  to  mijitarj  ap- 
DointmentB,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Jfilitary  Oommittee  thereupon. 

On  die  question,  '*  Will  IJie  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towson 
to  be  Oolonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  artil- 
lery ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
17f  nays  25,  as  follows: 

TsiS. — Mesm  Barbour,  Brown  of  Loninuia, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  'Eaton,  Edwards,  FincDay,  Hohnes 
of  Ifittisnppi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Lonidana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Par- 
lott,  Rodney,  Sonthard,  Stokes,  and  Talbot 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Boiton,  Chandler,  Diek- 
enon,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Maine,  King  of  New 
Yoik,  Uoyd,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Pahner, 
Pleasants,  Rngglea,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas, 


Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Wave,  Williams  of 
Misassippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  question,  ^<  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden 
to  be  Adjutant  General  ?^'  it  was  determined  in 
the  negauve — ^yeas  17,  nays  25,  as  foUows : 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown  of  Lonisana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  findlay.  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentobky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Knigh^  Tinman,  Parrot^ 
Bodney,  Southard,  Stokes,  and  Williams  of  MissisBpoL 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Did:- 
erson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  Yoik. 
Uoyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  MoriD,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Rnffiles,  Seymonr,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tayloi; 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Na- 
than Towson  and  James  Gaosden. 
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Ihvceedin^» 


[H.  or  B. 
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XV 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


MoimAT,  December  8, 1821. 

At  12  o'dook,  the  Olerk  of  the  Hoase  of 
Bepresentatiyee,  Mr*  Thomas  Dottohbbtt,  took 
his  place,  and  called  the  roll  of  the  members, 
pursuant  to  usage.  Wherenpon,  the  followmg 
gentlemen  answered  to  their  names : 

From  Ntm  JSbmpdltr^— Jomah  Bnfler,  Matthew 
Harrej,  'Vniliam  Plnxner,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Upham,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

•  UST  OF  BBPfiESENTATIVES. 

jrafoA— Joshua  Guhman,  Joeeph  J>va%  EbeneMr 
H«iTidc,  Mark  L.  Hill,  Enodi  Unooln,  Exeklel  Whitman, 
William  D.  Wflllunaon. 

ITmo  EampaMr6.—Jcatih  Batler,  Matthew  Harrey,  WU- 
Uam  Flamer,  Jr.,  Kathaaiel  Upham,  Aaron  Watson,  Thomas 
Wlilpple,jr. 

JfacsaoAvssMa— Samnel  CX  Allen,  Gideon  Barstow,  Fran- 
di  Bsjlies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  W.  Dwight^Willism  Eus- 
tts,  Timothy  Fuller,  Bei^Jsmln  Gorbam,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jere- 
odsh  Setson,  John  Beed,  Jonathan  BusseU. 

Shod4  Itiand,— Job  Bnifee,  Samnel  Eddy. 

ftaasflWctriL— Noyes  Barber,  Daniel  Bnzrows,  Henry  W. 
Bdwards,  Qideon  Tomlinson,  John  Boss,  Ansel  Sterling, 
Sbenecer  Stoddard. 

FsniMfiJL— Samnel  0.  Crsfta,  Ellas  Keys,  BolUn  CL  Mai- 
Isiy,  John  Mattoeks,  Charles  Bich,  Phineas  White. 

Smp  7orA^-Ohazles  Borland,  Jr^  ChnrchiU  C.  Oambreleng, 
flsmoal  Csmpbell,  Osdwallader  D.  Golden,  Alfted  ConUlng, 
John  D.  Biekinson,  John  Gebhard,  John  Hawks,  Thomas 
H.  Hnbbard,  Joeeph  Kirkland,  El^ah  Litchfield,  Bichard 
lleOuty,  John  L  Morgan,  Walter  Pattenon,  Jeremiah  H. 
Ptenon,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Solomon  Yan  Bensselaer,  WU- 
Usm  B.  Boeheeter,  Charles  H.  Bngg^es,  Peter  Sharpe,  Eli- 
jsh  Bpeacar,  John  W.  Taylor,  AU^rt  H.  Tracy,  Beaben 
H.  Wslworth,  BOas  Wood,  Dayld  Woodcock,  William  W. 
ViaWyek. 

JRw  aTert^.-^Ephralm  Bateman,  George  Oaasedy,  Lewis 
Condict,  George  Holoombe,  James  Matlaek,  Samnel  Swan. 

PeMuyfoonia,— Henry  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  James 
Bschaoan,  William  Darlington,  George  Denison,  Samnel 
Edwards,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samnel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
UD,  Thomas  G.  BeCnlloh,  James  MoSherry,  WUUsm  MU- 
aor,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Samnel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray, 
Thomas  Patterson,  John  Philips,  Geoige  Plnmer,  Thomas 
J.  Sogers,  John  Sergeant,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Tod,  Lnd- 
VlgWonnan. 

Mflisara.— 'Lvnis  McLans^  Cieear  A.  Bodney. 


/Wwi  J/aasacftussA^— Samnel  G.  Allen,  Gideon  Bar- 
stow,  Francis  Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henxr  W 
Dwight,  Wmiam  Enstis,  Timothy  Fuller,  Beigamin 
Gorham,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Boed,  and  Jonathan  BnsselL 

From  Rhode  Island — Job  Dnifee,  Samnel  Eddy. 

f^vm  Oonneeiieut — ^Noyes  Barber,  Daniel  Bnrrows, 
Heniy  W.  Edwards^  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

.From  Vermont — Samnel  C.  Crafts,  Eliaa  Keys, 
Bollin  G.  Mallary,  John  Mattocks,  Gharles  Bich,  iad 
Phineaa  White. 

Maryland,— ThomBS  Bayly,  Jeremiah  Causden,  Joseph 
Kent,  Peter  Little,  Baphael  Neale,  John  Nelson,  Samnel 
Smith,  Heni7  B.  Warfleld,  Bobert  Wright. 

Virifin4a.—Matk.  Alexander,  William  S.  Archer,  William 
Lee  Ball,  PhUlp  P.  Ba^nr,  BurweU  Bassett,  John  Floyd, 
Bobert  S.  Gamett,  Edward  B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  Jabex 
Leftwichf  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas  L. 
Moore,  Hngh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Baadolph, 
Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Aleacander  Smyth,  Andrew 
Bteyeason,  Thomas  Tan  Swearengea,  George  Tucker,  Jared 
Williams. 

Ifortk  ObroMfMi.— Hutchlngs  G.  Burton,  William  8. 
Bkckledge,  Hoary  Conner,  Joslah  Cmdnp,  Weldon  N. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeUl,  Bomnlus  M.  Saunders,  Lunuel  Sawyer, 
FeUx  Wslkcr,  Lewis  WUliams. 

South  Oarqlinct.— Junes  Blslr,  Joseph  Gist,  William 
Lowndes,  George  McDuffee,  Thomas  B.  Ifitehell,  James 
Oyerstreet,  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  John  Wilson. 

ffeorgpio.— Joel  Abbot,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  George  B.  Gil- 
mer, Bobert  Baymond  Beld,  Edward  F.  Tatnall,  Wiley 
Thompson. 

Xm<«cl?y.— James  D.  Breckenridge,  Benjamin  Hardin, 
Frands  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Thomss  Metcalfe, 
Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  George  Bobertson, 
John  Speed  Smith,  Dayld  Trimble,  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

Tmmwssss.— Bobert  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan,  Newton 
Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Frands  Jones,  John  Bhea. 

OMo.—Ijbyi  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell,  David  Chambers* 
Thomas  B.  Boss,  John  Blosae,  Joseph  Tsnoe. 

Z^wisianow— Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

Indiana.— Wmam  Hendricks. 

Jfistissippi.— Christopher  Baakin. 

iZMnois.— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

.A^a^Ofnor— Gabriel  Moore. 

JTisKmrl— John  Soott 

JOeMffon  Territory,— 3olomafa  Sibley,  Dekgate. 

Arkanoat  Ttrritory,—JaakM  Woodson  Bates,  Dd$ffai$, 
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Fran  Ntw  Forit— ChariM  Borland,  jr.,  Clmrchill 
G.  Cunbreleiig,  Samuel  Campbell,  Alfrod  Gonkliiig, 
John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Gebfaard,  James  Hawks, 
Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Elijah  Litch- 
field, Richard  McGart7,  John  J.  Morgan,  Walter 
Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
William  B.  Rochester,  Elijah  Spencer,  John  W.  Tay- 
lor, Albert  H.  Tncy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Van  W)nck,  Reuben  H.  Walwortii,  Silas 
Wood,  and  Dayid  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jert^ — ^Ephraim  Bateman,  George 
Gassedji  Lewis  Gondict,  CSeoige  Holoombe,  James 
Matlack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  iVwiMsyfeawMH-Henry  Baldwin,  John  Brown, 
James  Buchanan,  William  Darlington,  George  Deni- 
son,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McSheny,  William  MUnor,  James  S. 
Mitchell,  Samuel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray ,  Thos.  Pat- 
terson, John  Philips,  George  Plumer,  Thos.  J.  Rog- 
ers, John  Sergeant,  JohnTod,  andLudwig  Woiman. 

From  Delaware  Louis  McLane,  and  Csssar  A. 
Rodney. 

From  Jtforyiomi— Jeremiah  Gausden,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  John  Nelson,  Samuel  Sinith,  Henry  B. 
Waifield,  and  Robert  Wright 

From  Vuyinia — ^Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  L.  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell 
Bassett,  John  Floyd,  Robert  S.  Gkonett,  Jabez  Left- 
wich,  William  McGot,  Gharles  F.  Meroer,  Thomas 
L.  Moore,  Hu^  Ndson,  Thomas  Newton,  Artibur 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew 
Steveuson,  George  Tucker,  and  Jaied  Williams. 

lYom  North  CaroHna — Hutohings  G.  Burton,  Heniy 
Conner,  Josiah  Crudup^  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Charles 
Hooks,  John  Long,  Archibald  McNeill,  RomiUus  M. 
Saunders,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  CaroHna — James  BUdr,  Joseph  Gist, 
Geo.  McDuffee,  Thoa.  R  Mitchell,  James  Overstieet, 
Joel  R.  Poinse^  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot^  G«orge  R.  Gilmer, 
Edward  F.  Tatnall,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

Fhtm  Xientucly— Beigamin  Hardin,  Francis  John- 
son, John  T.  Johnson,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas 
Montgomeiy,  Anthony  New,  John  Speed  Smith,  Da- 
vid Tnmble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Tetmetaee — ^Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon, 
John  Cocke,  Frauds  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Ley!  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell, 
David  Chambers,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

f)rom  Louieiasia — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston, 

From  Indiana — ^William  Hendricks. 

From  Mistutippi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  IlUmoiM — ^Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Mame-^oAraa,  Cushman,  Joseph  Dane, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  and  Enoch  Lincoln. 

From  Miuottri--^ohn.  Scott. 

FromJiKhigan  rerrtitor^y— Solomon  Sibley,  Delegate. 

A  large  majority  of  the  members  being  pres- 
ent^ the  Oleri  pronoanced  that  a  qaorum  was 
assembled  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Balloting  for  SpeaJser. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  Spbakxb. 

Messrs.  Nbwton,  of  Virginia,  and  Nelson,  of 
Massachusetts,  were  appointed  teUers,  who  de- 
clared the  vote  on  the  first  ballot  to  stand  as 
follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  161 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  81. 


[The  House  balloted  seven  times  without  mikbg 
a  choice,  and  adjourned.  Mr.  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rft- 
oeiving  the  highest  number  of  votes.] 

Tuesday,  December  2. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Lathbop;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Akdbew  Stbwabt;  from  Maryland,  Rapeah 
Nealb;  from  Virginia,  Thomas  Yak  Sweasui- 
OEisr  and  Edwabd  B.  Jagkboit;  from  Ohio^ 
John  Sloan  ;  and  from  Maine,  V^^mnwr.  Whxt- 
MAN,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Election  ofSpeaktr, 

The  House  then  resumed  the  business  of  yes- 
terday, by  proceeding  to  an  eighth  ballot  for  Uie 
choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  the  following  result 
was  declared:  Whole  number  of  votes  172. 
Necessary  to  a  choice  87. 

[Four  ballotings  were  had  without  a  choioe.] 

The  twelfth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  Whole 
number  of  votes  172.  Necessary  to  a  choioe 
87.    Of  the  whole  number,  there  were — 

For  P.  P.  Barbour        -       ...  88 

J.  W.  Taylor 67 

H.  Baldwin    -----  6 

6.  Smith 4 

0.  A.  Rodney        -       -       .       -  8 

Scattering      .....  4 

This  result  having  been  reported  by  the  Tel- 
lers, the  Clerk  pronounced,  accordingly,  that 
Philip  P.  Babboub,  one  of  the  Bepresentatives 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  having  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  duly 
elected  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Basbour  was  conducted  to  the  Ohair, 
accordingly,  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Yir^^nia,  and 
Mr.  Wasfield,  of  Maryland,  and  the  OaUi  of 
Office  was  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Wbiqht, 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  SpEAKJEB  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  h&  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  B6u$e  of  JHqfreeentatives  : 

I  should  do  injustice  to  myself^  if  I  did  not  ezpresi 
to  you  the  warm  feelings  of  gratitude  wluoh  have 
been  exdted  in  my  bosom  by  m  appointment  which 
you  have  just  conferred  upon  me.  Thoae  feelings  an 
produced,  not  only  by  the  consideration  that  this 
mark  of  your  confidence  is  a  distinguished  one,  but 
by  the  further  consideration  that  it  is  unexpected  as 
it  is  distinguished.  Tn  accepting  the  office  to  which 
you  have  Sius  called  me,  I  speak  in  the  most  perfect 
sincerity  of  my  heart  when  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  a 
fearful  apprehension  in  relation  to  my  ability  to  dia* 
charge  its  duties  In  a  manner  equal  either  to  my  own 
wishes  or  your  expectationa  I  am  sensible  of  the 
arduousness  of  the  task ;  I  am  sensible,  too,  of  my 
own  want  of  experience.  One  things  however,  I  can 
with  safety  promise:  it  is,  that  whatever  can  bo 
done  by  diligent  attention,  and  by  an  unceasing  ap- 
plication of  such  capacity  as  I  possess,  shall  bedooa. 
As  it  respects  mymlf,  &e  only  hope  which  I  enter- 
tain that  1  shall,  in  any  tolerable  degree,  acquit  my-> 
self  of  the  resp<msibility  which  I  am  about  to 
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rwts  upon  a  conacioasneM^  that  it  will  be  my  oon- 
ituit  endeaTor  so  to  do ;  bat  mj  great  reliance  is  on 
the  support  of  this  Hoose,  and  its  knowledge  that  the 
pnserration  of  order  is  indispensably  necessaiy  to 
give  digni^  to  the  prooeedings  of  any  deliberatiye 
body. 

After  which,  the  Speaker  administered  to 
the  members  present,  severally,  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States. 

Olerh  and  Doarheeper, 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  form  of  choosing  a  clerk  by  ballot,  and 
appoint  that  officer  by  motion. — Carried. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  Thomas 
Dongherty  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives ;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  thereupon  agreed  to  nem,  con.^  and 
lb,  Dougherty  was  sworn  into  office  accord- 
inriy. 

m.  Wbiobt  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  the  usual  message  to  the 
Senate. — Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbioht,  the  form  of  voting 
by  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  regard  to  the 
office  of  Sergeant-at-Arma,  and  Thomas  Dunn 
^^inted  to  that  office  on  nomination. 

The  same  course  prevailed  in  relation  to  the 
apointment  of  Doorkeeper,  and  Beojamin  Burch 
was  thereupon  appointed. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  assembled,  and  are 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  pass- 
ed a  reeolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as 
ma^  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to 
wait  on  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
have  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them ;  in  which  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Trimble 
were  appointed  of  the  said  committee  on  the 
pari  of  Uie  House. 


Tetdbbdat,  December  6. 

Javbb  Woodson  Bates  appeared,  produced 
Ids  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat, 
as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 


MoHDAT,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
Buj  WxixuM  S.  BiAOKLEDOE,  appeared,  was 
quaJified,  and  took  his  seat 

Duly  on  Booh$ — PeiiUon^rom  Mr,  Jeffenon  as 
Rector  qfihe  Virginia  UnitertUy. 

Mr.  Nklbox,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Rector  and  visitors  of  the  University  of 
Yiiginia,  oigned  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  Bector, 


praying  that  the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress 
may  be  extended  to  the  cause  of  science  and 
literature  generally,  throughout  the  United 
States,  by  an  exemption  from  duties  of  all  books 
and  other  articles  generally  used  in  acquiring 
information.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 
The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  BenaU  and  Houte  of  lUpresenttUibei  of  the 
United  Staiee  of  America^  in  Congrett  assembled: 

The  petition  of  the  rector  and  visitors  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  they 
are  in  the  office  of  preparing  the  means  of  instruction, 
as  well  as  of  others  seeking  it  elsewhere,  leepectfnlly 
xepresenteth : 

Th^t  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  has  thought 
proper  lately  to  establish  a  university  for  instruction, 
generally,  in  all  the  useful  branches  of  science,  of 
which  your  petitioners  are  appointed  rector  and  via- 
itors,  and  as  such,  are  charged  with  attention  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  shall  be  committed  to  their 
care. 

That  they  observe,  by  the  tariff  of  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  Congress  on  importations  into  the 
United  States,  an  article  peculiarly  inauspicious  to 
the  objects  of  their  own,  and  of  all  other  literary  in- 
stitntions  throughout  the  United  States. 

That  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  Government, 
when  our  country  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt, 
contracted  in  the  war  of  Independence,  and  its  re- 
sources for  revenue  were  untried  and  uncertain,  tiie 
National  Legislature  thought  it  as  yet  inexpedient  to 
indulge  in  scruples  as  to  the  subjects  of  taxation,  and, 
among  others,  imposed  a  duty  on  books  imported 
from  abroad,  which  has  been  continued,  and  now 
is,  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  prime  cost,  raised  by 
ordinary  custom-house  charges  to  eighteen  per  cent., 
and  by  the  importer*s  profits  to  periiaps  twenty-five 
per  cent.,  and  more. 

That,  after  many  years'  experience,  it  is  certainly 
found  ^at  the  reprinting  of  books  in  the  United 
States  is  confined  chiefly  to  those  in  our  native  lan- 
guage, and  of  popular  characters,  and  to  cheap  edi- 
tions of  a  few  of  the  classics  for  the  use  of  schools ; 
while  the  valuable  editions  of  the  classical  authors, 
even  learned  works  in  the  English  language,  and 
books  in  all  foreign  living  languages,  (vehicles  of  the 
important  discoveries  and  improvements  in  sdenoe 
and  the  arts,  which  are  daily  advancing  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  other  nations,)  are  unprinted  bne, 
and  unobtainable  from  abroad  but  under  the  burden 
of  a  heavy  duty. 

That  of  many  important  books,  in  different  branch- 
es of  science,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  single 
copy  in  the  United  States ;  of  others,  but  a  few ;  and 
these  too  distant  and  difficult  of  access  for  students 
and  writers  generally. 

That  the  difik^ulty  resulting  from  this  mode  of  pro- 
curing books  of  the  first  order  in  the  sciences,  and  in 
foreign  languages,  ancient  and  modem,  is  an  unfair 
impediment  to  the  American  student,  who,  for  want 
of  these  aids,  already  possessed  or  eanly  procurable 
in  all  countries  except  our  own,  enters  on  his  course 
with  very  unequal  means,  with  wants  unknown  to 
his  foreign  competitors,  and  oflen  with  that  imperfeet 
result  which  subjects  us  to  reproaches  not  unfelt  by 
minds  alive  to  the  honor  and  mortified  sensibilities  of 
their  country. 

That,  to  obetmet  the  acquititioin  of  books  fton 
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abroad,  as  an  enoooragement  of  the  progress  of  liter- 
ature at  home,  is  bniying  the  fonntBin  to  increase 
the  flow  of  its  waters. 

That  books,  and  especially  those  of  the  rare  and 
Talnable  character,  thns  burdened,  are  not  articles  of 
consamption,  bat  of  permanent  preservation  and 
value,  lasting  often  as  many  centuries  as  the  houses 
we  live  in,  of  which  examples  are  to  be  found  in 
everj  libraiy  of  note. 

That  books,  therefore,  are  capital,  often  the  onlj 
capital  of  professional  men  on  their  outset  in  life,  and 
of  students  destined  for  profesdons,  (as  most  of  our 
scholars  are,)  and  barely  able,  too,  for  the  most  part, 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  tuition,  and  less  to  pay  an 
extra  tax  on  the  books  necessary  for  their  instruc- 
tion ;  that  they  are  consequently  less  instructed  than 
they  would  be  ;  and  that  our  citizens  at  large  do  not 
derive  from  their  employment  all  the  benefits  which 
higher  qualifications  would  procure  them. 

That  this  is  the  only  form  of  capital  on  which  a 
tax  of  from  18  to  25  per  cent,  is  first  levied  on  the 
gross,  and  the  proprietor  then  subject  to  all  other 
taxes  in  detail,  as  ihose  holding  capitals  in  other 
forms,  on  which  no  such  extra  tax  has  been  pre- 
viously levied. 

That  it  is  true  that  no  duty  is  required  on  books 
imported  for  seminaries  of  learning ;  but  these,  locked 
up  in  libraries,  can  be  of  no  avail  to  the  practical 
man,  when  he  wishes  a  reonrrenoe  to  them  for  the 
uses  of  life. 

That  more  than  thirty  years*  experience  of  the  re- 
sources of  our  country  prove  them  equal  to  all  its 
debts  and  wants,  and  permit  its  Legislature  now  to 
favor  such  objects  as  the  public  interests  recommend 
to  favor. 

That  the  value  of  science  to  a  republican  people  ; 
the  security  it  gives  to  liberty,  by  enlightening  the 
minds  of  its  citizens ;  the  protection  it  affords  against 
foreign  power;  the  virtues  it  inculcates;  the  just 
emulation  of  the  distinction  it  confers  on  nations  fore- 
most in  it;  in  short,  its  identification  with  power, 
moraU,  order,  and  happiness,  (which  merits  to  it 
premiums  of  encouragement  rather  than  repressive 
taxes,)  are  topics  whi(£  your  petitioners  do  not  per- 
mit themselves  to  urge  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
before  whose  miod  £ese  considerations  are  always 
present,  and  bearing  with  their  just  weight 

And  they  conclude,  therefore,  with  praying  that 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  this  important 
subject  the  attention  it  merits,  and  give  the  proper 
relief  to  the  candidates  of  science  among  ourselves, 
devoting  themselves  to  the  laudable  object  of  quali- 
fying themselves  to  become  the  instructors  and  bene- 
factors of  their  fellow-citizens. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray,  &c.  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

Rector  of  ikt  Univemly  of  YvryfuAoL, 

NOTZMBBB  80, 1821. 

Ohaiplain  to  the  Home. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  the  Honse  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  nominated,  viz : 

Rev.  Jared  Sparks,  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  Rev. 
Burgess  Allison,  Rev.  John  M.  Bradford,  Rev.  Reu- 
ben Post,  Rev.  John  Chalmers. 

The  fonrth  ballot  terminated  as  follows: 
Whole  nnmber  of  votes,  165.  Necessary  to  a 
choice,  78.    Of  which  there 


For  Rev.  Mr.  Sparin 
Allison 
Dwight 
Bl^ 


-  84 
.  52 

-  18 

-  1 


Whereapon  it  was  declared  that  the  ReY6^ 
end  Jabed  Spabks  was  chosen  Chaplain  to 
Oongress  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


TussDAT,  December  11. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Greorgia,  Roi^ 
SBT  Raymoni)  Rbid,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qnalified,  and  took  his  seat 

Affain  in  Florida — General  Jackson  (Ootemor) 
and  EUgiue  Fromeniin^  Judge. 

Mr..  Whitman  submitted  the  foUowiog  reso- 
lutions, viz : 

Hetolvedf  That  the  Secretaiy  of  State  be  direoted 
to  laj  before  this  House  copies  of  any  oommunies- 
taons  received  at  his  office,  having  relation  to  snj 
misunderstanding  which  maj  have  existed  between 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  sod 
Elegius  Fromentin,  as  judge  of  the  ooort  therein.  And 
also,  in  relation  to  anj  delaj  or  omission  on  the  psxt 
of  the  officers  under  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  surren- 
der to  the  officers  and  commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  any  of 
the  azohives  and  documents  which  relate  directly  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  in  and  over  the  said 
Floridas.    And  also,  in  relation  to  the  means  adopted 
by  the  officers  and  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  obtain  possession  of  such  archives 
and  documents. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  until  to-morrow. 


Wkdnesdat,  December  12. 

Annual  Treasury  Report. 

The  Sfbakxb  announced  the  receipt  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  was  re- 
ferred totiie  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallakt,  6,000  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

Tbkasubt  Dkpabthkht,  Dee.  10,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  **  Act  snpplementery  to  the 
act  to  establidi  die  Treasury  Department." 

I  have,  &C.,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Philip  P.  Babboub, 

Speaker^  Houee  of  Rq^reseniaiwee, 

REPORT. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  cf  the  ''Act  nqiple- 
mentary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  D^ait- 
ment,"  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuy  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

1.  Of  tJ^  revenue. 

The  net  revenue  ariung  from  imports  and  tonnage^ 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year  1818| 
■mounted  to        -       -       -        -  $26,096,200  65 
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CastomB 


Arrears  of  mtemal 

datiet 
AneAn  of  direct  tax 
FaUio  lands  exdn- 

sive  of  Mississippi 

sfeock 
Drridend  on  stock  in 

Hie  Bank  of  the 

TTnited  States      - 
Postage   and   other 

incidental  leoeiptB 


121,828,451  48 


947,946  88 
268,926  01 


-  2,464,527  90 

525,000  00 
66,848  93 


That  which  aocmedfrom  the  same 
somcea,  dniii^  the  jear  1819, 
amounted  to   •        -        -        - 

Via: 
Customs        -        -  17,116,702  96 
Axieavs  of  internal 

dotias 
Anears  of  direct  tax 
Pnblie  lands^  exdn- 

sire  of  Mississippi 


121,485,700  69 


227,444  01 
80,850  61 


-    8,274,422  78 
flnt  instalment  &om 

the  Bank  of  the 

United  States,  and 

dxridend  on  stock 

in&at  bank 
Postage    and   other 

incidental  receipts 

And  that  which  aooroed  fixnn  the 
■sme  sources,  doling  the  year  1820, 
amonnted  to  - 

Vii: 
Gostoms        -       -  12,449,566  15 
Axiears  of  internal 


675,000  00 
61,280  88 


$15,284,546  29 


Aireara  of  direct  tax 

Poblic  landfl^  exdn- 

sire  of  Missisaippi 


104,172  07 
81,286  82 


Second  and  third  in- 
stalments from  the 
Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutes    - 

Pbstsge  and  other  in- 
ddoital  receipts  - 


-    1,685,871  61 


1,000,000  00 
68,659  64 


It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
nsrehandise  and  tonnage,  which  accmed  during  the 
fint  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds  $14,- 
088,000. 

The  payments  into  the  Treasury, 
to  the  aoth  September  last,  hare 
aowonted  to  -        -       -       -        $16,219,197  70 

"Via: 
Costoma         -        -  10,068,894  85 
Pobfie  lands  -        -       940,980  85 
Asean  of  internal 


dstiea  and  direct 
tax    -        -        - 
Bank  diTidends 

ital  receipts  - 


Loan    - 


69,867  26 

105,000  00 

21,581  51 

18,878  78 

5,000,000  00 


And  the  payments  into  the  Treaa- 
ny,  dnring  the  .fourth  quarter,  are 
Mimatodat  -       -       -       -       - 


8,595,278  14 


Via: 

Customs 

Public  lands  - 

Mone3rs  recovered 
out  of  advances 
made  in  the  War 
Department  before 
the  Ist  of  July, 
1815 

Balances  of  militaiy 
appropriations  car- 
ned  to  the  account 
of  the  surplus  fund 

Direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and 
incidental  receipts 


8,000,000  00 
860,000  00 


120,000  00 

90,278  14 
25,000  00 


Making  the  total  amount  estimated 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasuiy 
during  the  year  1821   - 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treasuiy  on  the  first  of  Jannaiy 
last,  of       .... 


19,814,475  84 
1,198,461  21 


Make  the  aggregate  amount  of        $21,012,987  05 


The  application  of  this  sum  for  the  year  1821,  is 
estimated  as  followa,  viz : 

The  payments  to  the  80th  of  Sep- 
tember have  amounted  to      -        >  $15,655,288  47 
Civil,  diplomatic,  & 

miscellaneous  -  1,772,717  80 
Militaiy  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  departm't, 
Revolutionary  and 
military  pensions, 
arming  the  mili- 
tia, and  arrearages 
prior  to  tbe  1st  of 
Januaiy,  1817  -  4,872,865  78 
Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the 
Navy  -  -  2,608,592  75 
Public  debt,  includ- 
ing $591,611  80 
of  Mississippi  st'k    6,406,112  64 

Durinff  the  fourth  quarter  it  is 
estimated  that  the  payments  will 
amount  to     -        -        -        -        -    8,580,000  00 

Via: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  & 
*  miscellaneous      -       690,000  00 
Military  service      -       290,000  00 
Naval  service  -       700,000  00 

Public  debt    -        -    1,900,000  00 


Making  the  aggr^ato  amount  of 

Which,  being  deducted  from  the 
above  sum  of  $21,012,987  05,  will 
leave  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist  day 
of  January  next,  a  balance  estimated 
at        - 


19,285288  47 


$1,777,648  58 


But^  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  tile  year  1821,  necessary  to  e£foct  the  object 
of  those  appropriations,  exclusive  of  balances,  which 
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will  not  be  reqwred,  and  which  have  been  deducted 
from  the  estimates  of  the  year  1822,  or  will  be  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  soiploB  fond,  there  remains 
die  sum  of  12,268,611  28,  which  is  an  existing 
charge  upon  tiie  revenoe  of  1821,. and  exceeds  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  in  the  Treasvuy  on  the  Ist 
daj  of  Jannazy  next,  hy  $490,962  70. 

2.  qfthepubUedebi. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  80th 
of  September,  1820,  amounted  to      $20,570,627  12 

And  that  contracted  subsequentlj 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1812,  and  un- 
redeemed on  the  80th  of  September, 
1820,  amounted  to  -        -        -  70,654,938  66 

Makmg  the  aggregate  amount  of     -  91 225,560  77 

Which  gum  agrees  with  the 
amount  stated  in  Uie  last  annual  re- 
port as  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1820,  excepting  the  sum  of 
$88  66,  which  was  then  short  esti- 
mated, and  which  has  been  since 
corrected  by  actual  settlement. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year, 
there  was  added  to  the  above,  the 
sum  of 457,747  96 

Vis: 
(n  6  and  7  per  cent. 

stocks,  for  Treas- 

my  notes  brou^t 

into  the  Treasuxy, 

and  oancelled  -  $8,280  29 
En  6  per  cent,  stock, 

under  the  act  of 

May  15,  1820     -       454,667  66 

Making 91,688,808  72 

And  there  was  paid  in  the  fourth 

quarter  the  sum  of      -        -        -       888,892  21 
Viz: 

Deferred  stock  reim- 
bursed       -        -       249,401  58 

Payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  Lou- 
isiana stock        -       189,490  63 

Making  the  public  debt,  unredeemed 

on  the  Ist  of  January,  1821         -  91,294,416  51 
FVom  the  Ist  of  Januaiy  to  the  80th 

of  September,  indusiTe,  there  has 

been  added  the  sum  of         -        -    4,739,776  88 

Viz: 
*  Three     per     cent 

stock,  Kir  interest 

on  registered  debt  26  01 

Treasuxy  note  6  and 

7  per  cent  stock  4,454  07 

Loan  authorized  by 

act  of  3d  of  March, 

1821  -        -        -    4,785,296  ^ 

Making      .....  96,084,192  89 
From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the 
sum  of      -        -        -        -        -    2,848,097  15 
Viz: 

Beimbnrse't  of  defer- 
red stock,  during 
the  same  period  -       276,787  15 


Payments  on  ac- 
count of  Louisi- 
ana stock  -        -    2,071,860  CO 


Making  the  public  debt  which  was 

unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  October, 

1821 93,686,096  74 

To  which  will  be  added,  in  the  fourth 

quarter.  Treasury  note  6  percent 

stock  issued       ....  89040 


Making 93,686,486  14 

From  which  will  be  deducted,  in  the 

fourth  quarter,  the  sum  of  -        -       262,880  41 

Viz: 
Reimbursement     of 

deferred  stock      -       257,812  26 
Residue  of  Louisiana 

stock  -        -  5,558  15 


Making  the  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1822,  as  estimated  $93,423,605  78 


The  Treasuiy  notes  yet  outstanding 
are  estimated  at  -        -        -       $28,495  00 


The  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners, appointed  under  the  sey- 
eral  acts  of  Congress  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants, 
of  public  lands  in  the  MissieBippi 
Territory,  amounted  to        -        -    4,282,151  12 

Of  which  &ere  have 
been  received  at 
the  General  Land 
Office,  in  stock    -    2,442,535  39 

And  there  have  been 
paid  at  the  Treas- 
ury  -        -        -    1,734,490  86 


Making  together 


-    4,177,026  24 


And  leaving  outstanding  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1821     -        -        -     $105,124  88 


AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Tbbabubt  Deparixent,  Dec,  10, 182L 


Thubsdat,  Dooember  18. 
Deaa  of  Mr,  Trimble. 

After  prayers  had  been  offered  by  the  Bey. 
Mr.  Byland,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
when  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate^ 
annooncing  the  decease  of  the  honorable  Wil- 
liam A.  Trimble,  late  a  member  of  that  body 
from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  di^nse 
with  the  order  of  business  in  this  House,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  further 

Hetolvedf  unanimowiyj  That  this  House  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  Williaii  A.  Tbim- 
BLE,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate,  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceasad» 
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win  go  into  monrning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty 
dajB. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  this 
House  do  acUonrn,  it  a^joom  to  Saturdaj  next. 

Chi  motion  of  Mr.  Edwabi>&  of  North  Oaro- 
lina^  the  Honse  then  acyonrned. 


Batubday,  December  16. 

Two  members,  to  wit:  from  Yii^^a,  John 
Bakdolph,  and  from  Maine,  Wiliiah  D.  Wil- 
UAMSON,  appeared,  prodnoed  their  credentials, 
were  qnalined,  and  took  their  seats. 


MoimAT,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Oaro- 
fiuL  Thomas  H.  Hall,  appeared,  prodnoed  his 
oreaentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

FubUeatian  of  the  Journal  <if  the  I^oderal  Ooi^ 
wntion  of  1787,  amd  qf  the  Secret  Journal 
<f  the  Omffreee  <tf  the  ConfedercUion,  and  its 
Diplomatie  Oorreapondenee. 

Another  Message  was  also  received  from  the 
Pbbsidxht  of  xhe  Unhid  States,  which  was 
roid,  as  follows : 

Tb  ike  Borne  qf  R^preemUstket  qf  the  Umkd  Siaiet : 
By  a  resolntioa  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1818,  it  was  directed  ihat  the  journal,  acta, 
lad  proceedings  of  the  Convention  whick  formed  the 
ptewmt  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  should  he 
pahliihed  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
fjnited  States,  together  with  the  secret  journals  of 
tile  acts  and  proceedings,  and  the  foreign  oorrespond- 
ence  (with  a  certain  exception)  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  &8t  meeting  tiier^  down  to 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Stales,  hi  the  year  1788,  and  that  one  thousand 
copies  thereof  should  be  printed,  of  which  one  copy 
mold  he  fuznished  to  each  member  of  that  (the 
fifteoDtfa)  Congress,  and  the  residue  should  remain 
mbject  to  the  fotnxe  disposition  of  Congress. 

And  hy  a  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  on  the 
Slst  April,  1820,  it  was  provided  that  the  secret 
jomnal,  together  with  all  tiie  papers  and  documents 
eoimected  with  that  journal,  and  all  other  papers  and 
documents  heretofore  considered  confidential,  of  the 
(Hd  Congress,  from  the  dote  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  tiie  year  1788,  to  the  formation 
of  tiie  pfesent  Ckrremment,  which  were  remaining  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  be  pub- 
fished,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  a  tiiousand  copies  thereof 
ihoold  be  printed  and  deposited  in  the  library,  sob- 
joet  to  tile  disposition  d  Congnu, 

In  porsoaace  of  these  two  resolutions,  one  thousand 
eopies  of  thejonmals  and  acts  of  the  Convention 
wmeh  formed  the  constitution,  have  been  heretofore 
printed  and  placed  at  the  di^osal  of  Congresi^  and 
ooe  thousand  copies  of  the  secret  journals  of  the 
Congnss  of  the  Confederation,  complete,  have  been 
printed,  two  hundred  and  fifty  copes  of  which  have 
been  reserved  to  comply  with  the  direction  of  fur- 
■isidttg  one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  fifteentii 
Congress,  tiie  remaining  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
eopies  have  been  deposited  in  the  Library,  and  are 
aowatthe  di^osal  of  CoogresSb 


By  the  general  appropriation  act  of  9tii  April,  1818, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  printing  done  pursuant  to 
the  resoration  of  the  27th  of  Maroh,  of  that  year. 
No  appropriatf  on  has  yet  been  made  to  defray  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  execution  of  the  resolution 
of  2l8t  April,  1820 ;  the  whole  expense  hitherto  in- 
curred in  canying  both  resolutions  into  effect  has 
exceeded,  by  five  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars 
fifty-six  cents,  the  ^tpropriation  of  April,  1818. 
Tms  balance  remains  due  to  the  printers,  and  is  in- 
cluded in  the  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  year 
1822.  That  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  27tii 
March,  1818,  which  directs  the  publication  of  the 
foreign  oorrespondenoe  of  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, remains  yet  to  be  executed,  and  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  canying  it 
intoefibct. 

JAMES  MOKBOE. 

WisHnroTON,  Dee,  18, 1821. 


The  Message  ivtts  referred  to  the  Gommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Fugitkes  from  Labor. 

Mr.  WmoHT  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
after  being  modified  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr* 
Lathbop,  was  read  in  the  following  words : 

Setohed,  That  a  committee  be  appcnnted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  more 
efiectually  to  protect  the  rights  of  those  entitied  to 
the  service  or  labor  of  persons  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  and  for  their 
delivery  to  theb  rightfU  owners,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  l^e  Gommittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  instead  of  a  select  committee. 

A  discussion  ensued  on  the  question  of  refer- 
ence, in  which  Messrs.  Wbioht  and  S.  Smtth 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Moobk 
supported  the  amendment,  which  was  put  and 
carried — ayes  70,  noes  60.  [In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  Mr.  Wbight  warmly  deprecated  the 
interference  of  Quakers  and  others  to  prevent 
the  reclamation  of  slaves  in  some  of  the  States, 
and  hioted  that,  if  effectual  means  were  not 
taken  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States  in  this  particular,  he  did  not  know  but 
they  might  be  driven  to  take  up  arms  to  protect 
them.  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Tomltoson  did 
not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  subject,  but  ar- 
gued thai  references  to  standing  committees 
were  preferable^  when  the  subjecte  naturally 
belonged  to  a  committee  of  that  description.]  ' 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted. 

Affaire  in  Florida-^Oov.  Jaekeon  and  Judge 

Fromentiafin 

Mr.  WmTMAK  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  by  him  submitted  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, requesting  information  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  relating  to  the  late  transactions  at  Pen- 
sacola,  kc 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same; 
when 

Mr.  VoTSBETS  moved  to  amend  it,  by  limiting 
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the  infonnation  called  for  to  snch  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  proper  to  commnnicat^. 
Mr.  WmTMAK  assented  to  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  infonnation  ^'  in  lien  of  the  word  ^  corre- 
spondence," which  was  assented  to. 

Mr.  Edwasds^  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  thought 
it  more  respectful  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  wait  for  the  information  on  the 
sabject,  which  it  was  doubtless  the  intention 
of  the  Ezecntive  to  communicate.  The  mes- 
sage that  had  been  delivered  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  referred  to  the  matter  in 
question  in  very  clear  and  explicit  terms.  Mr. 
£.  referred  to  that  document  to  show  that  it 
had  been  announced  as  the  intention  of  the 
Executive  to  communicate  further  information 
on  the  subject  to  Oongress,  Mr.  E.  thought  it, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  proper  courtesy  and  de- 
corum for  this  House  to  wait  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  think  proper  to  make  it  a  subject 
of  special  communication. 

Mr.  WaincAir  opposed  the  motion.  At  the 
first  reading  of  the  President's  Message,  he  had 
entertained  the  same  opinion  which  his  honor- 
able Mend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Edwabds) 
had  expressed.  But,  on  farther  examination, 
he  had  found  it  impossible  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  matters  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  to  which 
the  President  referred,  were  of  the  same  char- 
acter with  those  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion. The  facts  alluded  to  in  the  message  were 
general  and  undefined.  Those  included  in  tibe 
resolution  were  particular  and  specific.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  be  disrespectful  to  ssk  for 
information  on  a  subject  that  it  was  impossible 
to  saj  had  been  even  alluded  to  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  But  the  resolution  called  for 
information  not  only  in  regard  to  the  contro- 
versy between  General  Jackson  and  Judge 
Fromentin,  but  it  was  contemplated  to  extend 
it  to  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
issuing  of  an  order  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Floridas  for  the  removal  of  certain  persons  from 
that  territory,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  in 
its  character  novel,  Mr.  W.  knew  of  no  law 
that  justified  a  sentence  of  banishment,  even  by 
the  Executives  of  sovereign  States;  still  less 
could  he  comprehend  the  justifiable  exercise  of 
such  a  power  by  the  created  head  of  a  depend- 
ent Territory.  Such  a  sentence  might  perhaps 
be  allowed  as  a  punishment,  when  resulting 
from  a  conviction  by  the  verdict  of  peers,  or  a 
trial  before  a  court  on  the  charge  of  a  crime, 
but  l|e  knew  of  no  authority  that  could  justify 
such  a  sentence,  as  a  matter  of  political  expedi- 
ency, depending  on  the  Executive  will.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  fSedrly  discussed,  Mr. 
W.  was  satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the 
resolutions  he  had  submitted  were  of  a  charac- 
ter altogether  respectful  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  were  confined  to  dis- 
tinct and  definite  objects;  that  the  Message 
had  been  for  some  time  before  the  House,  and 
that  no  special  communication  on  the  specific 


subjects  alluded  to  have  been  made,  and  that  it 
was  fau*Iy  inferable  that  the  message  and  the 
resolutions  had  different  objects  in  view.  He 
therefore  thought  the  subject  to  be  of  suffident 
importance  to  entitle  it  to  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bau>wik  suggested  that  it  was  evident, 
fi*om  the  tenor  of  the  message,  that  this  was  a 
subject  to  which  the  President  of  ttie  United 
States  had  not  been  inattentive.  It  might  be, 
that  it  had  become  a  subject  of  negotiation 
with  the  Spanish  Government — and  this  was 
perhaps  the  reason  why  it  had  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  House  subse- 
quent to  the  message.  The  Spanish  Mjnister 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  seat  of  Grovemment 
— and  possibly  it  was  owing  to  this  circumstance 
that  the  President  had  not  communicated  the 
papers  in  this  case  to  the  House.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  advisable  for  the  House 
not  yet  to  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Edwabds  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  before  stated. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cakkon, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  !BYotd.  when,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  motion  or  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  sesolution  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  December  18.    * 

Adother  member,  to  wit,  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly,  appeared,  produced  Ms  credeu' 
tials,  was  qualined,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mi880uri — Three  Per  Cent,  Fund, 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  paying  to 
tlie  State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  publio 
lands  within  the  State,  was  read  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  directs  that  '*  three  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceecU  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  StateSi 
Wing  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  which,  anoe  the 
first  day  of  January,  1821,  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  sold  by  the  United  States,  after  deductii^ 
all  expenses  incidental  to  the  same,  shaU  be  paid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  Bvjch  person  or  persons  as  may 
or  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State  of  Missouri  to  reoeive  the  same ;  which  sum  or 
sums  thus  paid,  shall  be  applied  to  the  making  publio 
roads  and  canals,  within  the  said  State  of  Misaoun, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  thereof^*'  &c.J 

Mr.  EusTis  suggested  a  doubt,  derived  from 
the  language  of  the  report,  whether  the  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  prescribe  to  a  State,  the 
manner  in  which  any  part  of  her  funds  shaU  be 
expended. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  submitted,  that  an  alteration 
might  be  perhaps  advantageously  made  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill,  m.i&gn  it  read  *^  roada 
or  canals,"  instead  of  ^^  roads  and  canals." 

Mr.  SooTT  eicplained  to  the  House,that  the  bill 
had  been  drawn  up  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  third  clause  of  the  sixth  seotion 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
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fonn  a  oonstitation  and  State  goyenunent, 
whioh  provides  that  ^ve  per  oent.  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  within  the  State 
shall  be  reserved  for  making  pnblio  roads  and 
csDsIs;  of  which  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to 
those  objects  within  tiie  State  bj  its  Legislature, 
and  the  remaining  two-fifths  shall  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  Coneress,  to  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals  leading  to  the 
State.  In  pnrsnance  of  those  provisions,  ac- 
cepted by  luasonri,  and  thus  become  a  compact 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  this  bill 
had  been  framed,  4k).,  and  required  no  amend« 
meat: 

ICr.  Raskox  farther  suggested  that,  topiake 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  would 
be  to  change  the  terms  of  the  compact^  which 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress,  being  one 
of  the  parties  to  it^  to  do. 

Without  further  observation,  the  bill  was 
paned,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
mioe. 


FmBAT,  December  21. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  firom  South  Oaro- 
iina,  William  Lowsdis,  appeared,  -produced 
his  credentiala,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  ae^ 

''^WxDmsDAT,  December  26. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  firom  Connectdcnt, 
John  Bubs,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Feuz 
WiLKiB,  appeared,  "produced  their  credentials, 
irere  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Public  LoU  t7i  W(uhington. 

The  Sfeaksb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, calling  upon  him  to  state  the  amount  of 
unimproved  property  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
belonging  to  the  United  States  and  to  give  an 
ettiroate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this  time ; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

'  OmcB  or  Cooc  of  Pubuc  BuiLDiiiaa» 

WaMtgUmy  Dee.  26,  1821. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honse  of 
SflpRaentativefl,  paaaed  the  21st  instant,  requiring  a 
npoit  of  the  amount  of  unimprored  property  in  the 
ci^  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
vidi  an  estimate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this 
time,  I  hftTO  the  honor  to  state : 

That  the  public  ground  in  this  city  consists  of 
tvo  descriptiaos :  lit.  Building  lots  assigned  to  the 
United  States  noon  a  division  with  the  original  pro- 
prieton,  agreeably  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
deeds  of  trust  for  the  ground  within  the  limits  of  the 
otfy  by  which  the  proprietors  ceded  to  the  United 
States  one^half  of  the  building  lots,  without  any  pe- 
oniaiy  equivalent.  2dly.  <*  Beseirations  "  of  entire 
■qiaares,  or  larger  sections  of  ground,  purchased  from 
tae  onjcinal  proprietors,  on  account  of;  and  for  tiie 
anci;  the  United  States. 

Of  the  building  lots  there  remain  unsold  about  the 
mnber  of  6, 150.  The  reservations  contain,  together, 
Ml  acres,  1  rood,  and  29  perches,  or  28.684,745 
ifiaie  fisei,  equal  to  4,479^  standard  lots. 


Any  estimate  of  the  cash  value  of  this  property 
musty  under  present  ctrcumstanoes,  be  extremely  ar- 
bitrary. Owing  to  the  general  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness^ and  scarcity  of  a  circulating  medium,  few  sales 
have  been  effected,  either  on  public  Cr  private  ac- 
count, within  the  last  year  or  two ;  and  it  is  only 
from  actual  sales  in  the  vicinity  that  the  value  of  any 
ffiven  lot  can  be  ascertuned.  The  average  price  of 
tiie  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per  lot,  or  about 
8  419-1000  cents  per  square  foot  Taking  this  as 
the  rule  of  valuation,  the  whole  of  the  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
would  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SAMUEL  LANE, 
Commissumer  qfPubiio  Buildmffim 

Hon.  Pmup  P.  Barbous, 

Bpeaier  of  the  ffome  of  RtpreteiUathe$, 


WsDHBSDAT,  JanDsry  2^  1822. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentuoky. 
James  D.  Bbbokxnbidob,  appeared,  produced 
Ilia  oredentiala,  was  qoaliSed,  and  took  liia  seat. 

TuzsDAT,  January  8. 
JSanhrupt  Law  ^  1800. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blaib,  the  House  agreed 
to  take  into  consideration  a  resolution  hereto- 
fore offered  by  him,  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  i^ormation  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  of  1800,  in 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Kaiyliuid,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New  York. 

Mr.  B.  stated  his  object  to  be,  to  obtain  such 
information  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  old 
bankrupt  law  as  might  be  nseftil,  if  not  as  a 
guide,  at  least  as  a  reference,  to  those  who  were 
about  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  system 
which  he  conceived  to  be  similar  in  all  its  essen- 
tial features  and  properties  to  the  law  of  1800. 
He  thought  no  guide  was  so  safe  as  the  foot- 
steps of  experience.  In  anticipation  of  an  ob- 
jection that^ight  possibly  be  urged,  he  would 
observe,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
to  retard  the  progress  of  tiie  bill  that  had  been 
reported  on  that  subject — ^nor  should  he,  at  any 
time,  solicit  a  postponement  of  that  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  time  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion which  he  now  sought.  He  had  confined 
the  call  for  information  to  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York 
— ^not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  partial  view 
of  the  subiect,  but  because  those  States  were 
most  deeply  interested  in,  and  affected  by,  its 
operation;  and  also  because  the  information 
from  those  States  could  be  obtained  more  ex* 
peditiously  than  from  others  that  were  more 
remote.  They  afforded,  in  his  opinion,  the 
fairest  sample  of  its  op€^ation,  and  with  those 
views,  and  those  only,  he  had  proposed  to  limit 
the  inquiry.  The  reason  why  ne  addressed  the 
call  for  information  to  the  President  was  this : 
that  the  information  desired  was  with  the 
clerks  of  the  several  District  Conrta  of  the 
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United  States,  and  that  there  was  no  connec- 
tion between  them  and  any  of  the  Ezecative 
Departments:  and  that  the  course  which  he 
now  proposed  had  been  recommended  to  him 
by  a  gentleman  of  experience  in  the  business  of 
dongress. 

Mr.  Cooke  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  including  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
suggestion  was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Whiti£AN  thought  the  proportion  was 
of  a  novel  character.  It  contemplated  a  call 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
formation on  a  subject  over  which  he  had  no 
more  control  than  any  member  of  that  House. 
It  did  not  refer  to  any  subject  that  could  be 
supposed  to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge 
of  the  Executive.  He  therefore  thought  the 
call  upon  tJiat  officer  was  incorrect  and  im- 
proper. If  the  information  was  worth  the  seek- 
mg^  he  thought  it  should  be  obtained  through 
the  medium  of  a  ^>eoial  committee,  who  might 
be  instructed  to  mquire  into  the  subject,  and 
vested  with  the  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers.  At  all  events,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  not  the  proper  person  of 
whom  the  inquiry  should  be  made — ^it  would 
be  more  correct  to  call  on  the  clerks  of  the 
courts,  to  which  the  proceedings  were,  by  that 
law,  made  returnable,  than  to  ask  it  of  the 
Executive,  who  had  no  agency  whatever  in  its 
execution.  Mr.  W.  also  adverted  to  the  limited 
operation  of  the  inquiry,  and  thought,  if  any 
importance  was  attached  to  it,  it  should  ex- 
tend to  other  districts  than  those  that  had  been 
named. 

Mr.  LowNDBB  replied  to  tlie  suggestion,  that 
the  call  for  information  was  too  limited,  and 
remarked,  that  it  was  surely  an  unsafe  position, 
because  all  the  information  tliat  was  desirable 
could  not  be  obtained,  that  it  was^  therefore, 
better  to  have  none  at  alL  He  thought  it  was 
safe  and  proper  to  rely  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  House,  in  respect  to  tne  possible  result  of  a 
delay;  for  the  House  had  the  subject  always 
within  its  control^  and  could  resulate  and  direct 
it  by  such  principles  as  shotud  appear  to  be 
equitable  and  just.  In  reroect  to  tne  source  of 
information  contemplated  Dy  the  resolution,  he 
woylcL  remark,  tiiat  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  a  controlling  authority  over  all  the 
subordinate  officers  in  the  various  departments 
of  Gk>vernmeDt.  His  requisitions  would  be  re- 
ceived with  attention,  and  answered  with  re- 
spect, and  it  was  not  so  much  a  transcript  from 
the  records  of  the  district  courts  which  the 
derks  were  to  furnish,  as  it  was  a  diges£  of  the 
information  on  that  subject  which  the  Execu- 
tive was  supposed  to  possess.  ^ 

Mr.  SxBGXAKT  was  apprehennve  that  the 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  hereafter  press 
seriously  upon  the  House.  Frivolous  and  un- 
meaning resolutions  would  never  voluntarily 
receive  the  sanction  of  this  body ;  and,  if  this 
should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  information  that  it  proposed  to  obtain 
waa  necessary  and  proper.    I^  then,  it  should 


not  be  obtained,  when  we  arrive  at  the  period 
of  discussion  in  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  be 
appropriate,  it  may  be  difficult  to  resist  the 
call  for  a  further  postponement,  until  it  can  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  S.  then  inquired,  and  examined  some- 
what in  detfdl  the  nature  and  situation  of  the 
records,  whose  repose  it  was  in  contemplatioa 
to  disturb.  Under  the  law  of  1800,  there  were 
commissioners  and  a  secretaiy  in  each  district, 
with  whom  these  papers  were  originally  placed. 
When  their  decision  had  been  consommated, 
these  papers  were  directed  to  be  deposited  in 
the  offices  of  the  several  derks  of  the  respectiTe 
district  courts.  No  digest  or  record  of  them 
was  made.  Of  course  it  will  be  necesuiy, 
jshould  the  resolution  be  adopted,  that  the 
derks  or  their  successors  should  look  bai^ 
among  the  files,  reproduce  them  to  the  ^ht^ 
open  each  and  every  file,  examine  them,  how- 
ever voluminous,  ^m  tiieir  inception  to  their 
end ;  and,  after  all,  what  light  would  th^  ehed 
upon  the  expediency  of  the  bill  that  was  now 
upon  the  table?  What  if  it  should  appear  that 
the  dividends  had  been  small?  That  must  leid 
to  the  inquiry,  wherefore  they  had  been  smaUf 
for  the  &ct,  without  the  reason,  would  be  a 
most  fallacious  and  incondusiye  guide  in  iHiuni- 
nating  the  path  of  inquiry.  He  would  not  enter, 
however,  on  that  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
would  merely  observe  that^  although  he  was 
desirous  that  every  sort  of  information  shodd 
be  given,  yet  he  diould  be  reluctantly  com- 
peUed  to  vote  agaifist  the  resolution,  because  it 
would  evidently  occasion  not  only  a  great  ex- 
pense^ but  a  consumption  of  time  th^  might 
extremely  harass,  if  not  finally  defeat  a  bill  to 
whidi  l£e  mercantile  part  of  the>commTmit/ 
looked  with  anxious  solicitude. 

The  resolution  was  farther  supported  Ij 
Messrs.  Wbight  and  Wabfixld,  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  77,  nays  71. 


WxDinKDAT,  January  9. 
Another    member,  to   wit,  firom  Georgia, 
Alfred  Odthbebt,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualifieo,  and  took  his  seat 


Thubsdat,  January  10. 
Swrveyon  General, 
Mr*  Baztkut,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  requiring  surveyors 
general  to  g^ve  bond  and  security  for  the  faith- 
ful disbursement  of  public  money,  and  to  lijpait 
their  term  of  office ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Bank  of  the  United  StaUt, 
Mr.  Abthub  Smith  submitted  the  foflowing 
resolution : 
Btwlved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  wai  wfa- 
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led  the  memorial  of  the  United  States  Bank,  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mftHwg  it 
the  condition  on  which  anj  alteration  of  the  charter 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  made,  that 
the  eighth  clause  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
oonsdtation  of  said  bank  be  so  amended,  as  to  limit 
the  said  bank  in  the  contraction  of  debts,  and  the 
issne  of  its  notes,  to  some  multiple  of  the  gold  and 
•ilTer  coin  of  the  lawful  currencj  of  the  United  States 
sctuallj  in  its  vaults  or  possession,  and  held  to  an- 
swer the  demands  against  it ;  that  the  said  commit- 
tee also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providhig,  that 
Uie  plea  of  the  act  of  limitations  shall  not  bar  a  re- 
eoTery  in  an  action  brought  on  a  note  or  notes  is- 
sued b J  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  payable 
tobearar. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken,  '^Will  the  House  agree  tl:^reto?"  and 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Indian  IhpartmerU--Iti  JEhspendUures. 

Mr.  PLrxKB,  of  New  Hampsnire,  called  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  by  him  sub- 
mitted on  Wednesday  last,  cidling  for  informa- 
tioD  from  the  War  Department  relative  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
year  1821. 

After  some  prefatory  remarks  by  the  mover, 
the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  MoDuTFiB  hoped  the  resolution  would 
pass.  Had  it  been  moved  in  its  proper  season, 
several  days  ago,  it  might  hare  prevented  tiie 
long  discussion  that  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Tbact  wished  to  extend  the  inquiry 
more  specifically  than  the  motion  seemed  to 
embrace.  He  therefore  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Bakdolph  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  objecting  to  the  original  motion  of  the 
gentieman  from  New  Hampshire,  nor  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  New  York ; 
but  to  state  to  the  House  what,  in  his  opinion, 
▼as  an  obvious  principle  of  legislation.  There 
could  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
certainly  there  was  none  on  his,  to  receiving 
any  information  which  its  subordinato  depart- 
ments might  think  proper  to  impart.  Sucn  in- 
formation, however,  was  not  requisite  for  him, 
in  sustaining  the  part  which  he  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  take  on  the  subject.  It  was  incnm- 
hent  on  those  who  ask  for  an  issue  of  money 
from  the  public  purse,  to  show  their  reasons  for 
tiie  calL  The  onus  was  on  them.  Those  who 
asked  for  the  appropriation  were  to  show  cause 
why  it  should  oe  done.  It  was  enough  for 
this  House  to  remain  pas^ve  until  those  who 
wanted  their  money  had  at  least  proven  the 
exigence  that  gave  birth  to  the  solicitation. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  cavil  on  the  ninth  part 
of  a  hair.  He  was  no  Hotspur.  But  when 
my  constituents  are  asked  for  money — ^for  'tis 
their  money,  said  Mr.  B.,  not  mine — ^it  is  not 
ibrme  to  be  lavish  with  it;  nor  was  it  their 
province  to  go  in  quest  of  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce others  to  seek  it. 

Mr.  Bhsa  moved  a   postponement;  which 
▼as  opposed  by  Mr.  Bsn>,  and  negatived. 
Vou  Vn.— 15 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tsaot's 
amendment,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wabfibld  was  satisfied  with  the  infor- 
mation aJready  obtained,  although  he  was  will- 
ing that  other  gentiemen  shoSd  be  gratified 
who  wished  for  further  light.  By  reference, 
however,  to  what  was  already  in  our  power, 
he  thou^t  it  would  appear  that  the  informa- 
tion contemplated  by  the  resolution  could  not 
be  obtained  in  time  for  the  partial  appropria- 
tion bill  to  which  it  seemed  to  refer,  unless  the 
debate  on  that  bill  should  be  protracted  until 
late  in  the  Bpring. 

The  subject  was  Anther  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Plxtiibb,  Walwobth,  and  Abthus  Smith;  when 

Mr.  Bhea  remarked  that  he  wished  the  in« 
quiry  to  go  further  back.  He  did  not  wish  for 
a  partial  examination  of  the  subject,  but  for  a 
full  elucidation.  This  he  thought  was  due  to 
the  Secretary  of  War;  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  inquiry  not  only  to  1821,  but  also  to 
1820. 

Mr.  GiucEB  hoped  the  amendment  would 
succeed,  though  he  was  not  himself  desirous  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution. 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  course 
which  this  subject  had  taken,  and  incidentally 
on  the  merits  of  the  question  which  had  been 
for  several  days  under  debate,  at  considerable 
length— of  which  it  is  practicable  to  give  the 
substance  only.  It  seemed  to  him  that  ,some 
gentiemen  were  too  eager  to  identify  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  Secretary  with  questions 
before  the  House,  and  taking  up  their  defence 
before  any  one  thought  of  making  an  attack. 
In  the  particular  cases  before  tiie  House,  Mr.  G. 
confessed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not 
possess  his  confidence ;  though  he  believed  him 
to  be,  in  the  general  discharge  of  his  duty,  an 
able  and  enlightened  ofScer ;  and  he  believed 
that  officer  drew  much  too  Wgely  on  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House,  if  he  presumed  it  would 
justify  him  in  the  course  he  had  adopted  in  re-^ 
gard  to  the  excess  of  expenditure  above  the  ap« 
propriation.  It  had  indeed  been  aroued  that 
an  appropriation  law  is  not  the  autliority  for 
expending  money ;  he  admitted  that  if.  an  army 
is  authorized,  you  give  power  to  enlut  so  many 
soldiers;  that  if  contracte  cannot  be  made  on 
terms  as  cheap  as  were  anticipated  when  the 
law  passed,  it  was  competent  for  the  Secretary 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,  but  this  was  not  an 
analogous  case,  as  those  expenses  were  not 
authorized  by  any  law.  If  any  Secretary  ex- 
pended more  money  than  he  was  authorized  to 
do,  it  should  be  at  his  peril,  and  on  his  own 
re^onsibility.  This  was  the  great  question; 
and  he  for  one  would  not  admit  that  any  Sec- 
retory should  dare — he  would  use  this  strong 
language— should  dare  to  place  his  construction 
above  tiie  construction  of  this  House,  and  sub- 
stitute his  discretion  for  law.  Mr.  G.  contended 
further  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  have  prevented  a  large  portion 
of  this  unauthorized  expenditure.    It  was  well 
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known  that  not  only  immense  numbers  of  the 
Indians  attended  at  the  agencies  to  receive  their 
annuities,  but  that  they  came  attended  by  their 
women  and  children,  who  all  assembled  and  re- 
mained for  many  days  for  the  purpose  of  being 
fed  at  the  ezpenjse  of  the  United  States    This 
expense,  at  least)  the  Secretary  could  have  con- 
trolled— timely  orders  to  his  sub-agents  would 
have  prevented  it,  by  directing  that  rations 
should  not  be  issued  to  those  swarms  of  savages 
at  the  public  expense,  as  had  been  the  practice 
heretofore.    Such  an  order  would  have  sent 
the  Indians  home,  and  the  expense  would  have 
been  avoided.    Another  curtailment  of  expendi- 
ture, Mr.  G.  presumed,  might  have  been  made 
in  the  article  of  presents.    There  was  an  exist- 
ing statute  which  expressly  forbid  that  the  cost 
of  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes  should  exceed 
fifteen  thousand  dollars — ^there  was  no  discre- 
tion left  in  the  case  to  the  Executive ;  Mr.  G. 
would  always  protest  against  the  exercise  of 
any  discretion  which  should  transcend  the  dis- 
bursement authorized.     Suppose  it  should  be 
discovered  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the 
great  discretionary  power  contended  for  by 
some  gentlemen,  should  have  thought  proper 
to  expend  for  presents  the  sum  of  $50,000,  in- 
stead of  $15,000— and  Mr.  G.  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  it  would  turn  out  so ;  for  it  had 
been  statod  by  one  gentleman^  (Mr.  Buchanan,) 
that  $40,000  was  expended  m  transporting  an- 
nuities, but  this  must  certainly  be  an  error,  and 
he  presumed  it  was  for  presents.    Mr.  G.  was 
of  opinion,  also,  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
Indian  department  might  have  been  reduced  in 
the  supply  of  agricultural  implements,  ploughs, 
&c.,  which  was  ftimished,  and  which  he  went 
on  to  show  might  have  been  reduced  without 
producing  any  hardship  or  inconvenience  to 
the  tribes  to  whom  they  were  sent ;  for,  he 
observed,  these  implements  benefited  only  that 
class  amongst  the  Indians  which  were  wealthy, 
and  were  calculated  only  to  encourage  an  aris- 
tocracy amongst  them;  while  the  great  body 
of  the  tribes,  poor  and  miserable,  and  sufiering, 
derived  no  good  whatever  from  the  donation. 
But  these  things  were  not  known  perhaps  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  this  man  of  towering 

Sinius,  to  which  so  much  homage  was  paid, 
enius  he  might  have,  and  had,  Mr.  G.  said, 
but  for  his  part,  he  would  much  prefer  a  little 
practical  common  sense  to  all  the  powers  of 
imagination  which  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  It  was  not  his  ohiect,  how- 
ever, Mr.  G.  said,  to  asaul  or  defend  any  Sec- 
retary— ^he  spoke  only  of  facts  and  principles. 
As  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  he  had 
no  idea  that  the  informatioii  it  called  for  would 
change  his  opinion  on  this  subject  He  was 
satisfied  that  money  had  been  expended  which 
was  not  authorized,  and  no  confidence  would 
induce  him  to  justify  such  dereliction  in  a  pub- 
lic officer — ^he  would  give  no  such  confidence. 
The  people,  Mr.  G.  said,  placed  a  special  confi- 
dence in  their  representatives  in  matters  of  ap- 
propriation— ^it  was  unlike  matters  of  ordinary 


legislation — ^and  he  had  to  leani  that  confidence 
was  transferable. 

Mr.  Bafdolph  wished  to  know  of  the  Chair 
whether,  on  this  resolution,  the  merits  of  the 
question  which  had  been  under  consideration 
foT  some  days  were  debatable  ? 

The  Speaxsb  thought  not;  but  it  was  ex- 
tremely dificult  to  determil^e  the  precise  Hne 
of  separation  between  the  two  subjects. 

Mr.  Pltticeb  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment if  the  House  desired  additional  informa- 
tion ;  though  he  himself  did  not. 

Mr.  Bhsa^s  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^ayes 
89;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  passed 
without  a  count. 

Military  Appropriations — Indian  Department 

The  House  tlien  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  year  1822 — ^the  question  on  filling  the 
blank  for  the  Indian  department  being  yet  un- 
der consideration — 

Mr.  Randolph  remarked  that,  in  opposing 
the  appropriation  now  before  the  House,  him- 
self, and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had,  per- 
haps, shown  more  gallantry  than  discretioa. 
It  was,  perhaps,  proper  for  him  to  vindicate 
the  Administration  with  which  he  had  tho 
honor — ^for  an  honor  it  was,  not  indeed  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  term  is  bandied  about  in 
this  House— to  act  He  regretted  that  so  much 
personality  had  been  introduced,  not  only  in 
relation  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  but 
to  the  members  of  this  House.  There  were 
two  questions  which  the  committee  had  to  de- 
cide, that  in  his  opinion,  had  not  been  met, 
probably  because  they  had  been  misconceived. 
The  first  and  most  important  question  was, 
Where  does  the  supreme  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment rest?  Does  it  reside  in  agents  or  in 
sub-agentB?  or  shall  we  find  it  in  the  subordi- 
nates of  subordinates?  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  not 
consent  to  admit  that  the  War  Department 
was  a  co-ordinate  or  correlative  branch  of  this 
House.  Should  it  be  said  that  the  Executive 
was  such  a  branch,  he  would  not  deny  it ;  but 
when  we  approach  the  Executive  or  Senate 
for  information,  it  is  in  the  respectful  terms  of 
request ;  when  we  speak  to  tne  subalterns  of 
the  Executive,  we  order  and  direct — in  Ian-- 
guage,  civil  if  you  please,  but  mandatory.  The 
doctrine  of  these  departments  being  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Government,  was  therefore  un- 
sound— ^it  would  not  hold  water  a  momenta 
And  who  is  to  be  the  judge,  and  what  the 
measure  of  judgment?  What  is  their  power? 
It  is  derivative:  they  are  the  breath  of  the 
Executive  nostrils.  Mr.  B.  here  adverted  to 
the  situation  and  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
former  Secretaries,  and  was  disposed  to  do 
more  justice  to  tiie  present  Secretary  of  Wajr, 
than  nis  friends  seemed  to  have  done.  Tlie 
old  Spanish  proverb,  "Save  me  from  nay 
friends,"  ^,  recurred  to  his  mind;  and  He 
would  not  take  the  Secretary  where  he  ha«^ 
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been  placed,  and  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not 
placed  himself  there.  The  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  had  hard  measure  dealt  oat  to  them 
on  both  sides.  They  had  tried  to  hnshand  the 
public  resources,  and  for  this  they  were  entitled 
to  credit.  They  had  taken  the  only  course  that 
oodd  effect  that  ohject ;  and  he  oonld  defy  the 
ingwuitj  of  gentlemen  to  limit  the  ezpenditnre 
of  the  Indian  department  in  any  other  manner 
than  by  limiting  the  appropriations.  The  same 
oonrse  was  required  as  when  you  would  teach 
fragaUtv-  to  a  child  at  school.  As  you  could 
not  define  eTery  item  of  expense,  the  only  and 
proper  way  would  be,  to  limit  by  a  precise  sum 
the  amount  of  his  expenditures,  beyond  which 
he  should  not  go.  There  was  no  other  mode  of 
retrenchment  where  the  expenditure  was  con- 
tingent. This  deficit,  said  Jix.  B.,  comes  before 
US  in  a  most  questionable  shape.  Last  year,  the 
Secretary  made  his  estimate  of  $170,000.  Only 
$100,000  were  appropriated,  and  now  he  comes 
in  for  the  exact  balance.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
an  appropriation,  the  application  should  rather 
be  for  the  passage  of  a  bul  of  indemnity  to  pro- 
tect Lim  £:x)m  the  consequences  of  having  tran- 
scended the  powers  confided  to  him  by  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  people.  Such  an  act 
was  resorted  to  by  Lord  Chatham,  in  relation 
to  his  usurpations  on  the  subject  of  the  export 
tation  of  corn.  Even  that  great  man,  who  fills 
80  large  a  space  in  the  page  of  history,  and 
whose  name  will  be  reverenced  when  those 
who  now  figure  upon  the  scene  of  action  shall 
be  sunk,  deeper  than  the.plummet  ever  sounded, 
in  the  unfuthomable  abyss  of  oblivion,  was 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  under  a  protecting  act, 
for  having  been  guilty  of  what  he  confes»dd  to 
be  a  thirty  days'  tyranny. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Bucsanan)  had  referred  to  the  day,  even  the 
day,  when  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  show  from 
the  history  of  that  period  that  liien,  even  then, 
there  was  a  necessity  to  supply  the  deficits  of 
past  appropriations.  But  that  gentleman  would 
remember,  it  is  one  thin^  to  know  for  what  ap- 
propriations are  made,  and  another  thing  to 
grant  them  without  knowledge — ^in  the  &k. 
There  was  but  one  unaccounted  deficit  supplied, 
within  his  recollection,  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  and  that  was  for  tlie  naval  expenditure, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  service,  was  most 
uncertain.  But  another  prodigious  discovery 
had  h«en  made  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Smyth,) 
that  $100,000  had  been  granted  for  the  civil 
list  But^  though  the  appropriation  was  not 
q>ecific  on  the  fauDe  of  the  act^  yet  it  was  neces- 
sarily 60  in  the  progress  of  the  disbursement 
The  salaries  of  the  President,  of  the  judges,  and 
of  the  various  officers  of  the  Government,  were 
hmited  and  defined.  There  was  no  reason  to 
lear  that  they  would  draw  for  larger  amounts 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  It  was  not  like 
the  Indiw  department,  where  the  disbursement 
was  contingent,  and  undefined  by  law.  Did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  a  nation  being  ruined  by 


the  expenses  of  the  civil  list?  This  was  really 
saving  at  the  spigot  and  letting  out  at  the  two 
great  vortices — ^the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smtth)  had  said 
hard -things  of  the  former  Secretary  of  War, 
(General  Searborn,)  and  that  his  only  memora- 
ble act  was  his  sending  the  army  to  perish  and 
die  among  the  marshes  of  New  Orleans.  Now 
he  would  say,  and  he  would  say  it  without  fear, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  no  more  respon- 
sible for  that  act  of  the  commanding  General, 
than  the  head  of  the  Department  in  the  late 
war  was  for  any  of  the  blunders  of  the  com- 
manding Generals  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
[Mr.  S.  here  called  Mr.  B.  to  order.]  The 
Chairman  having' reauested  Mr.  B.  to  proceed, 
he  rose,  and  observea  that  neither  his  health, 
nor  his  fondness  for  debate,  or  rather  his  aver- 
sion to  it,  would  permit  him  to  extend  his  re- 
marks to  all  the  subjects  that  the  question  pre- 
sented. But,  so  long  as  his  constituents  looked 
to  him  with  so  much  partiality  as  to  send  him 
here  to  espouse  their  rights,  he  should  raise  his 
voice  without  fear,  against  any  principle  that 
compromitted  those  rights.  The  law,  he  said, 
had  not  authorized  the  expenditure,  and  he 
here  read  and  commented  upon  the  statute  that 
authorizes  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the 
Indians.  It  was  a  guarded  and  qualified  per- 
mission, not  a  peremptory  requirement.  The 
law  of  the  land,  therefore,  stood  violated,  and 
its  supreme  aumority  was  disregarded  by  an 
officer  of  the  (xovemment. 

You  may  be  Viceroys,  it  is  true, 
But  we'll  be  Viceroys  over  you — 

was  now  virtually  the  language  held  to  this 
House.  It  could  not  excite  surprise  that  he 
(Mr.  B.)  should  enlist  under  the  banner  of  the 
people.  Although  he  had  once  a  connection 
with  the  court,  it  was  not  long  enough  to  es- 
strange  his  feelings  from  their  interest.  His 
bias  leaned  to  the  payers  of  taxes,  not  to  the 
consumers.  Much  had  been  said  of  dignity, 
but  dignity  had  its  seat  in  the  mind.  It  might 
be  found  as  often  under  a  patched  coat  as  under 
a  fiaunting  robe,  that  might  be  borrowed  or 
stolen.  True  dignity  consists  in  acting  well  in 
that  situation  in  which  it  has  pleased  God  to 
place  us;  and  in  a  Secretary  of  War  it  consists 
in  not  exceeding  his  appropriations.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buohanan) 
had  said  that  he  did  not  believe  a  single  cent 
was  unnecessarily  expended  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  (A&.  B.)  could 
not  go  80  far.  There  were  too  many  hungry  * 
mouUis  to  be  filled  under  all  administrations; 
too  many  dogs  that  were  reiuiy  to  eat  dirty 
bread  and  dirty  pudding.  But,  in  order  to  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  nation,  a  watchfrd 
guard  should  be  placed  over  the  peopIe^s  money. 
Keep  your  money,  and  your  money  will  keep 
you;  but  go  to  bed  with  confidence  in  your 
mouths,  and  you  will  awake  with  chains  oil 
your  hands.  We  ehould  not  shun  the  law 
which  requires  scrutiny  in  the  disbursement  of 


228 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H-ofR] 


MUiiary  Appropriaikm — Indian  VeparimenL 


[Januabt,  1822L 


pnblio  moneys;  nor,  when  we  do  guard  the 
Treasniy,  should  we  be  pat  on  onr  deliverance. 
If  we  are  to  be  thus  put,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  say 
with  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
I  am  ready  to  go  to  Spain  I  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  8iitth,)  under 
whose  displeasure  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
fall,  has  spoken  favorably  of  the  employment 
of  the  troops  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture — 
that  tiieir  swords,  or  the  use  of  them,  were  con- 
verted into  ploughshares.  But  I  can  remem- 
ber, said  Mr.  R.,  when  that  very  proposition 
was  hooted  out  of  the  House.  The  soldiers 
were  likened  to  the  barrow-men  of  Philadel- 
phia. Their  stations  and  dignity  were  too  high 
to  be  brought  down  to  the  business  of  making 
roads,  as  were  the  Boman  legions.  But  they 
were  not  confined  to  making  roads — they  were 
sent  up  the  Missouri  as  the  bait  to  the  trap  for 
an  Indian  war.  He  had  not  seen  an  account  of 
the  missing  in  that  war,  nor  the  death-roll  of 
the  army  sent  to  St.  Augustine.    Mr.  B.  ex- 

Eressed  a  hope  that  the  dignity  of  the  debate 
ad  not  been  interrupted  by  him.  His  life  was 
in  that  state  of  obscurity — ^he  would  not  say  of 
proscription — ^in  which  it  began.  He  could  now 
see  only  two  members  of  Uie  House,  (Messrs. 
Smttb,  of  Maryland,  and  New,)  who  b^onged  to 
it  at  the  time  he  entered  that  body.  In  allud- 
ing to  the  events,  quorum  pars  fuiy  he  could 
not  but  be  astonished  that  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time,  principles  were  received  as  matters  of 
course,  which  transcended,  beyond  measure, 
those  for  which  an  administration  of  that  day 
was  put  down,  and,  as  he  then  thought,  put 
down  forever.  He  feared,  from  the  past,  that 
whoever  succeeds,  will  find  the  constitution, 
Uke  the  horizon  from  the  traveller,  fly  from 
before  him ;  that  he  would  find  it  flying  before 
expediency  and  confidence.  However  the  Re- 
publican party  should  be  divided  or  subdivided, 
it  would  settle  down  into  the  parties  of  the 
Court  and  Country.  For  his  part,  the  side  of 
Uie  people  was  his  side.  He  was  identified 
with  them,  and  God  forbid,  said  he,  that  we 
should  causelessly  throw  away  that  money 
which  they  are  perhaps,  at  this  moment,  labor- 
ing to  earn. 

Mr.  Baij>wik  was  sorry  the  range  of  debate 
had  been  so  wide  and  excursive ;  nor  could  he 
see  the  necessity  that  the  transactions  twenty 
years  ago  should  be  drawn  into  discussion 
with  more  propriety  than  the  wise  doubtings  of 
Wouter  Van  Twiller,  or  the  infiexible  edicts  of 
Peter  the  Headstrong.  Mr.  B.  would  fully  con- 
cur with  gentlemen  in  the  propriety  of  making 
appropriations  specific ;  but  it  seemed  to  have 
been  forgotten  that  the  specification  must  be 
made  in  this  House.  The  departments  were 
not  entifled  to  make  it;  and  no  information 
until  yesterday  had  been  asked  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  In  1820,  there  was  laid  upon  our 
tables  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  system 
of  policy  and  expenditure  in  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  a  long  series  of  years.  That  informa- 
tion was  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House, 


and  at  the  last  Congress  no  ob^^ection  was  made 
to  the  system.  The  appropriation  of  the  last 
year  did  not  &Pply  to  tne  p<)licy  of  the  Indian 
department.  The  bill  came  in  blank,  and  he  did 
not  remember  to  have  heard  even  an  intima- 
tion that  it  was  intended  to  out  down  any  part 
of  the  Indian  expenditure.  (Mr.  Smith  ex- 
plained, and  said  the  estimate  was  $170,000,  and 
he  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $100,000 
only.]  This  appropriation,  said  Mr.  B.,  was 
passed  in  silence;  not  so  that  which  related 
to  the  fortifications.  The  extent  and  policy  of 
that  expenditure  was  tested  by  discussion  and 
by  vote.  Mr.  B.  was  as  little  disposed  as  oth- 
ers to  grant  away  the  public  money.  But  what 
was  more  common  than  that  committees  should 
be  mistaken  in  their  estimates?  It  happened 
almost  every  year — ^but  an  error  of  that  kind 
had  never  before,  as  he  believed,  been  construed 
into  an  indication  that  the  source  of  expendi- 
ture was  to  be  destroyed.  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
Secretary  of  War  could  not  be  said  to  have 
disobeyed  the  direction  of  the  House.  He 
had  never  been  called  upon  to  apportion  the 
$100,000.  That  would  be  an  act  which  he  had 
no  right  or  power  to  assume.  If  Congress 
directs  that  presents  shall  cease,  rations  be  dis- 
continued, or  the  agents,  interpreters,  &c.,  re- 
main unpaid,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  War 
Department  to  obey  the  mandate;  but  to  limit 
and  apportion  to  each,  or  to  continue  one  and 
discontinue  another,  when  the  laws  were  in 
force  that  required  them  all,  would  certainly  be 
a  departure  fh>m  his  duty.  By  voting  the  sum 
now  proposed,  the  Department  would  not  be 
exonerated  from  responsibility  of  subsequently 
accounting  for  it.  The  public  would,  therefore, 
be  safe,  and  he  thought  it  unwise  to  depart  at 
this  time  from  a  practice  which  had  uniformly 
obtuned  for  forty  years,  without  setting  up  a 
buoy,  to  warn  the  Department  of  the  course 
which  was  prescribed  for  it  to  take. 

Mr.  Tod  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  the  sum  that  had  been  named 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
was  induced  to  do  this  ^from  the  circumstanoe 
that  other  gentlemen  on  that  committee  had 
thought  proper  to  explain  the  reasons  that 
would  influence  them  to  vote  against  it  Mr. 
T.  passed  in  review  the  general  topics  that  had 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  debate ;  but  the  dif- 
ficulty of  hearing  precludes  a  fuU  and  extended 
report  of  his  observations.  He  thought  it  some- 
what  singular  that,  with  one  solitary  exception, 
every  gentleman  who  had  resisted  the  report 
had  expressed  an  entire  confidence  In  the  gen- 
tleman who  directs  the  War  Department.  Tney 
are  convinced  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  and  are 
solicitous  to  make  him  an  appropriation  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  that,  too,  founded 
on  the  same  data  and  principles  with  the  appro- 
priation which  they  oppose.  In  other  word& 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  his  past  conduct,  and 
therefore  insist  upon  trusting  him  in  future; 
they  would  trust  in  his  promises  and  estimates, 
but  not  in  his  factal    A  great  anxiety  seemea 
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to  exist  for  accounts  current — for  proofe  and 
papers.  He  doubted,  however,  whether  this 
HoQse  was  a  very  proper  place  to  audit  the 
Secretary's  acconnts.  The  Third  Auditor's 
apartment  was  most  appropriate  for  that  busi- 
ness, where  papers  were  measured  by  the  cord. 
If  those  papers  were  even  brought  forward,  he 
dcubted  whether  they  would  lead  to  a  ver^ 
beneficial  result.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  wi^ 
to  overhaul  papers,  and  hunt  up  receipts,  for 
half  a  x>ound  of  tobajoco,  a  yard  of  wampum,  or  a 
pair  of  nippers,  furnished  to  an  Indian.  There 
were  officers  who  were  more  competent  to  per- 
form this  drudgery,  and  who  would  probably 
do  more  jusdce  to  the  subject  than  this  House 
in  their  representative  capacity.  Mr.  T.  ad- 
verted, also,  to  the  consequences  that  might 
arise  from  withholding  the  Indian  supplies,  and 
contended  that,  to  maJke  the  appropriation,  was 
called  for  as  much  by  the  dictates  of  policy  as 
of  justice  and  honor. 

Mr.  Stevenson  moved  to  rise  and  report, 
and  intimated  his  intention  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SmTH  begged   the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  a  row  observations  in  relation 
to  some  points  of  the  debate.    If  any  thing  of  a 
personal  character,  or  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House  had  occurr^  the  House  would 
bear  him  witness  that  it  had  not  fallen  from 
him.    Mr.  S.  read  a  part  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  that  related  to  personal  allusions,  and 
remarked  that  it  was  always  unpleasant  to 
qieak  of  one's  self,  and  more  especially,  under 
imy  degree  of  irritation ;  but  he  could  not  for- 
bear to  give  a  short  answer  to  the  law  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Bandouph,)  as  limiting  the  rations,  such  as 
oould  be  spared.    The  extent  of  the  rations  to 
be  dealt  out,  was,  indeed,  in  some  degree,  a 
matter  of  discretion — unless  usage  had  given  it 
a  measure — but  the  obligation  to  furnish  them 
was  still  in  force  and  unrepealed.    The  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  no  right  to  refuse  them.-   The 
gmtleman  says  the  act  of  sending  the  Army  to 
perish  among  the  marshes  that  surround  New 
Orleans,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  President  Jefferson. 
fi  so,  why  should  not  the  expenditure  of  the 
In£aa  department,  in  like  manner,  be  ascribed 
to  the  present  Executive?    The  fact  is,  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  commits 
these  things  to  the  heads  of  the  Departments, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  their  own  acts. 
Mr.  8.  could  not  believe  that  his  colleague  in- 
tended to  apply  that  to  him,  in  relation  to  tiie 
proceedings  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  he 
repelled  as  a  calumny.    By  this  he  would  as- 
sure both  that  gentleman  and  the  House,  that 
no  reflection,  however  personal,  should  prevent 
him  from  the  performance  of  his  duty.    It  had 
•been,  undertaken,  and   should  be  performed, 
whatever  might  be  the  consequence.    Mr.  8. 
referred  to  two  appropriations  that  were  made 
to  cover  deficits  at  the  time  when  his  colleague 
contended  that  they  were  made  upon  account 
r^idered*    One  was  made  in  December,  and 


the  other  in  the  January  following — ^and  both 
for  the  same  object,  which  showed  that  the 
accounts  or  estimates  could  not  have  been  ren- 
dered when  the  first  was  made— ^otherwise  it 
would  have  been  made  sufficientiy  large  to  have 
prevented  the  necessity  of  the  second.  His  col- 
league had  said  that  he  was  of  the  party  of  the 
people.  So,  also,  am  I,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  belong 
not  to  the  court ;  and  when  will  it  be  found  that 
I  was  ever  wanting  in  m^  duty  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  ?  I  have  an  mterest  in  the  people, 
and  in  posterity.  There  are  those  to  whom  my 
existence  is  important — ^but  even  that  existence 
shall  never  stand  in  the  way  of  my  duty. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stsvsn- 
sok's  motion  to  rise  and  report,  and  carried; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Fridat,  January  11. 

Military  Appropriations — Indian  Department* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced — 
Mr.  BuTLEB  moved  to  postpone  to  Tuesday 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  for  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  &c.,  for  the  year  1822.  The  reasons  he 
assigned  for  this  motion  were,  that  resolutions 
had  been  passed  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  certain  information,  the  want  of  which 
had  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  debate,  and  oc- 
casioned an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time. 
It  was  no  ofience  to  the  officer  in  question  to 
have  asked  of  him  for  further  information.  Let 
it  be  received,  said  he ;  doubtless  the  Secretary 
can  fuUy  justify  his  course.  It  is  very  probable 
that  he  made  every  effort  within  his  power  to 
bring  the  expenditure  within  the  appropriation, 
and  WQuld  prove  it  by  the  facts  which  are  to 
be  reported  to  the  House.  The  debate,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  involved  the  genius  and  character  of 
that  officer  rather  than  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House;  and  all  difficulty  re- 
specting it  might  have  been  prevented  by  hav- 
ing the  information  first,  and  debating  the  sub- 
ject afterwards.  He  could  not  see  any  benefit 
that  could  arise  from  pressing  a  further  discus- 
sion at  this  moment,  and  therefore  vrished  post- 
ponement, &c. 

Mr.  OoLDBN  supported  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement, because  the  further  discussion  of  it 
at  present  could  tend  to  no  beneficial  purpose. 
With  regard  to  the  debate  which  had  already 
taken  place,  Mr.  0.  said  if  any  one  had  heard 
it  without  knowing  the  subject,  he  might  have 
supposed  the  House  was  sitting  in  caucus  on 
the  subject  of  the  Presidentiu  election,  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  candidates.  The 
whole  and  sole  point  of  controversy  for  severed 
days  had  been,  whether  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  given  to  the  House  such  information  as 
will  authorize  it,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  in  voting  the  appropriation  which 
has  been  asked.  If  this  were  tiie  true  point, 
what  need  for  travelling  over  our  history,  Ac., 
and  taking  so  wide  a  range  in  this  debate? 
No  member  had  questioned  during  these  ten 
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days'  debate,  whether  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  of  this 
natnre ;  the  only  question  had  been  as  to  the 
proof  of  its  neoesffl^.  Snoh  beins  the  case,  and 
the  information  being  now  called  for,  why  dis- 
ooss  it  further  nntil  that  information  was  re- 
ceived ?  K  in  all  this  business  there  was  any 
fault — he  used  the  word  in  no  invidious  or 
unfriendly  sense — ^it  was  in  the  organ  of  this 
House.  If  there  was  a  defect  of  information, 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  he  apprehended, 
rather  than  the  Secretary  of  War,  had  commit- 
ted it.  The  committees  of  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said, 
are  supposed  to  hold  direct  communication  with 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  to  be  the  me- 
diupi  of  communication  between  them  and  this 
House.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  nnderstood 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
been  constituted.  K  that  committee  had  not 
been  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill 
now  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  they  would  not  have  reported  it. 
But  ^at  committee  had  not  given  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  appeared  to  satisfy  the 
House.  The  Secretary  of  War,  however,  had 
shown  every  disposition  to  afford  the  House  all 
the  information  in  his  power,  and  if  this  bill 
were  postponed,  he  presumed  the  House  would 
by  Tuesday  receire  the  information  for  which 
it  had  asked. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  opposed  to  this  postpone- 
ment. For  what  purpose,  he  asked,  was  the 
subject  to  be  postponed?  It  was  said  to  ac- 
quire additional  information.  What  informa- 
tion, said  he,  have  you  already?  You  have 
precise  information  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
as  to  all  the  objects  of  the  expenditure,  and  he 
has  told  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you 
vouchers  showing  the  special  manner  in  which 
everv  sum  of  expenditure  is  applied.  This,  it 
would  occur  to  every  one,  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible, because,  unless  the  Secretary  was 
more  fortunate  than  anybody  else,  he  could  not 
have  vouchers  and  receipts  for  the  expenditure 
before  the  expenditure  was  made.  In  a  general 
view,  then,  the  House  had  all  the  information 
which  could  be  expected ;  and  it  could  not  have 
it  in  detail  until  the  information  was  obtained 
by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  postponement  for  the  further  reason — 
that  as  the  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
had  occupied  the  floor  more  than  those  who 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  had  been  expected  to  address 
the  House  this  morning,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  for 
extending  to  him  the  same  liberality  which  had 
been  accorded  to  others.  He  wanted  for  him- 
self no  further  information;  and  he  thought, 
also,  that  courtesy  ought  to  induce  the  House 
now  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cakbbeleno  was  not  so  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  information  before  the  House  as  the 

fiDtleman  from  Pennsylvania  appeared  to  be. 
e  was  persuaded  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  able  and  perfectly  disposed  to  give  other  in- 
formation which  might  be  acceptable.  It  would, 


he  thought,  be  decorous  in  this  House  to  itself^ 
as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  postpone 
this  question,  until  he  ^ould  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  called  for  by  its  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reviewed  the  course 
which  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  taken  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  No  mention  had  been  made,  he  said,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  any  deficit  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment for  the  last  year^  They,  therefore,  copld 
not  be  prepared  to  give  information  respecting 
it. 

[Here  Mr.  Sfsaxxb  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  question,  which  was  no  more  than 
a  question  of  postponement,  and  admitted,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  the  House,  of  no  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  the  subject  proposed 
to  be  postponed.  During  the  whole  of  to-day's 
proceeding,  the  Speaker  endeavored  to  keep  gen- 
tlemen within  the  rule,  but  apparently  in  vain.] 

Mr.  Smith,  however,  submitted  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  saying  as  he  sat  down,  that  he  had 
supposed  the  gentieman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Colden)  would  have  been  obliged  to  him  to  set 
him  right  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  Little  thought  there  was  suffioieut  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  already  before  the  House, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  the  postponement,  because 
time  would  be  saved,  as  he  thought,  by  going  on 
with  the  discu&sion.  If  he  thought,  indeed,  that 
it  would  shorten  the  discussion,  he  would  ajree 
to  a  postponement  for  any  reasonable  time.  But, 
he  said,  the  House  was  bound  to  proceed ;  the 
faith  of  the>  nation  was  pledged  for  these  expen- 
ditures, and  the  persons  having  claims  on  the 
Government  on  account  of  them  were  suffering 
by  this  delay. 

Mr.  BuBBOWs  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment would  not  prevail,  and  one  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  it  was,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the 
postponement,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  a  means, 
peradventure,  of  protracting  the  argument  to  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  what  had  been 
already  occupied.    For  himself,  he  was  as  well 

Srepared  to  vote  on  this  question  three  or  four 
ays  ago,  before  all  the  able  ai^uments  which 
they  had  heard,  as  be  was  now.  Gentlemen 
were  bound,  he  said,  to  pay  attention  to  the 
questions  beifbre  the  House,  and  bring  them  to  as 
speedy  a  conclusion  as  was  consistent  with  exist- 
ing circumstances.  This  subject  had  already 
occupied  several  days,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  further  postponement, 
with  a  view  either  to  give  a  chance  for,  or  to 
prevent,  further  debate. 

Mr.  Walwobth  was  opposed  to  further  delay 
ofa  decision  on  this  question.  He  recapitulat^ 
the  several  Indian  agencies,  and  described  their 
locations.  These  agencies,  he  sud,  were  estab- 
lished by  law,  the  compensation  of  the  agents 
was  fixed  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  £xecatlye 
had  no  discretion  to  appoint  them  or  not,  or  in 
regard  to  their  compensation.  Neither  had  it 
any  authority  to  reduce  their  number  or  reduce 
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their  oompensation,  without  avthority  of  Iaw. 
To  refase  this  appropriation,  he  argued,  would 
be  to  subject  the  frontier  to  all  the  horrors  of 
Indian  war&re ;  and  he  made  a  glowing  appeal 
to  our  Western  brethren,  whose  blood  had^eely 
flowed  in  conflict  with  the  Indians — to  those 
whose  countrymen's  scalps  had  been  displayed 
as  trophies  in  the  States  of  a  neighboring  (he 
had  ahnost  said  of  a  savage)  power,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  preserve  peace  with  the 
Indians  than  to  fight  them.  Many  of  the  posts 
among  the  Indians,  he  said,  were  in  a  savage 
oountry,  where  there  were  no  roads,  and  it 
would  take  some  time  to  send  supplies  there ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  much  of  the 
eipenditure  for  the  year  must  be  incurred  before 
the  general  appropriation  bill  could  pass.  Par- 
tial appropriations  were  therefore  unavoidable^ 

Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion. 
In  his  view  the  information  was  not  only  insufl^- 
dent)  but  there  was  really  none  before  the 
Hovuae  on  which  they  could  understandingly  act. 
He  could  not  consent  to  make  a  grant  of  the 
public  money  without  more  knowledge  than  had 
Iiitherto  been  afforded.  He  wished  it  to  be 
clearly  shown  in  what  way  the  Secretary  of 
War  could  vindicate  himself  for  having  tran- 
scended the  appropriation  of  the  last  year.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  require  impossibilities  of 
that  officer,  but,  if  he  had  substituted  his  own 
discretion  for  the  constitutional  measure  of 
supply,  he  was  altogether  indisposed  to  sustain 
the  proceeding. 

Mr.  MoDiTFFiE  arose  with  the  view  of  express- 
ing to  the  House  his  desire  that  no  information 
might  be  withheld,  which  any  respectable  por^ 
tion  of  the  House  should  desire  to  receive. 
In  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  the  other  day 
he  had  said,  that  if  gentlemen  wished  for  infor- 
mation, and  would  ask  for  it,  they  would  un- 
questionably receive  it  Had  that  course  been 
then  adopted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  the 
neoeesity  for  this  debate  would  have  been  super- 
seded ;  and  he  had  only  to  express  his  surprise 
how  gentlemen  could  justifv  a  debate  so  long,  on 
the  groond  of  a  want  of  inK>rmation  which  they 
eonld  have  got,  but  did  not  ask  for  it.  For 
himself  he  was  satisfied,  and  he  believed  a  great 
minority  of  the  House  was,  but  he  was  desirous 
that  no  information  should  bewithheld.  When  the 
Bouse  should  have  received  the  information,  he 
said,  he  believed  that  no  man,  viewing  the  sub- 
ject as  it  would  then  be  seen,  would  open  his 
mouth  against  the  appropriation.  We  have  all  of 
ns  already,  said  he,  incurred  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility, by  the  time  which  we  have  consumed 
in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  always  willing  to  encounter 
responaibillty :  but  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Seoretary  of  War  was  willing  to  condescend  so 
far  as  to  impart  the  information  which  this  House 
should'  require  from  him.  He  could  not  say, 
however,  Uiat  it  would  be  valuable  to  the  House 
lAer  it  was  obtained ;  for,  if  he  had  understood 
thegentleman  (Mr.  MoDunm)  the  other  day,  ho 


told  us  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  understand 
it  if  it  were  obtained.  [Here  Mr.  MoD.  rose  to 
explain,  but  the  floor  was  not  yielded.]  Perhaps 
his  (Mr.  F.'s)  mind  was  so  angular,  that  it  could 
not  comprehend  the  complexity  of  the  com- 
munications from  the  Departments.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  when  the 
Tbccounts  were  shown  that  could  support  it.  He 
had  heard  no  imputation  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War,  except  from  those  who  seem  to  consider 
themselves  as  his  advocates.  Tet  it  was  singu- 
lar that  when  Indians  and  agents  had  come  from 
a  vast  distance,  and  visited  our  galleries — ^when 
a  delegate  from  Michigan,  on  our  extreme  bor- 
der, had  come  here  in  sixteen  days  from  Detroit, 
that  the  accounts  of  expenditure  should  require 
such  a  vast  length  of  time  in  their  transmission. 
The  vouchers  of  the  disbursements  ought  to 
travel  with  an  expedition  equal  to  that  of  the 
drafts  for  the  money.  He  would  not  doubt  that 
the  expenditure  had  been  fair,  but  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  the  evidence  of  it.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  friends  of  the  Secretary 
that  the  information  might  be  had  if  asked  for, 
but  he  felt  some  degradation,  that  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  gentlemen  to  give  that 
assurance  where  me  House  had  a  right  to  demand 
it.  He  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  suppose  he  desired  to  withhold 
it ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  money 
was  expended  according  to  the  Secretary's  be^ 
ideas  of  propriety ;  but,  he  repeated,  he  wished 
to  know  now  it  was  expended,  and  he  would 
not  be  satisfied  without  this  information. 

Mr.  Stsvbnson  observed  that,  although  the 
committee  had  yesterday  agreed  to  rise  and  re- 
port on  his  suggestion,  yet  he  was  disposed  to 
waive  the  right  which  the  politeness  of  the 
House  had  given  him,  in  favor  of  the  motion 
now  before  that  body.  The  reasons  assigned  by 
the  gentleman  fr^m  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson)  were 
sufficient,  in  his  mind,  to  evince  the  expediency 
of  postponement.  He  wished  for  information 
on  the  subject,  not  partially,  but  to  its  full  ex- 
tent. While,  on  the  one  hand,  we  hear  that  the 
conduct  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
fills  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  with  so  much 
honor,  has  been  arraigned,  and  that  his  reputa- 
tion is  involved  in  the  issue  of  this  question; 
when,  on  the  other,  we  are  told  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  etiquette ;  and  again,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  system  of  policy  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment is  in  question ;  among  this  discordance  of 
opinion  it  must  surely  be  important  to  pause 
and  reflect,  and  to  obtain  all  that  information  on 
the  subject  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  collect. 
Admitting  that  it  was  not  important  in  its  be- 
ginning, yet  it  has  certainly  become  so  by  the 
course  which  the  discussion  ]^  taken^  and  he 
fully  agreed  with  his  colleague  that  it  was  a 
question,  not  as  between  co-ordinate  powers,  but 
between  a  subordinate  department  and  the 
people  who  created  it.  Yet  he  would  not  say, 
^nor  would  he  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  not  acted  with  in- 
tegrity and  justice.    I  am  not  disposed,  said 
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Mr.  8.,  to  dond  the  lustre  of  his  reputation,  nor 
pluck  a  leaf  from  the  wreath  with  which  in* 
telligenoe  and  genius  have  adorned  his  brow.  I 
would  as  soon  demolish  the  altar  where  I  wor- 
ship. I  admire  and  appreciate  the  qualities  of 
a  young  man  who  gives  ns  the  fairest  promise 
of  filling  at  some  time  the  highest  councils  of 
his  country.  His  reputation  I  regu^  as  the 
common  property  of  his  country,  and  I  wish 
not  to  thicken,  but  to  disperse  the  obscurities 
that  surround  him,  and  which  now  hang  like 
the  petty  mists  which  fret  themselves  at  the  base 
of  a  mighty  mountain.  Mr.  S.  would  trouble 
the  House  with  but  one  farther  remark.  You 
have,  by  a  resolution,  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department  for  information  on  this 
very  subject.  The  resolution  has  gone  forth. 
It  is  probably  under  consideration,  and  perhaps 
an  answer  is  preparing  to  this  formal  requintion 
of  the  House.  He  would  submit  it,  then, 
whether  it  would  be  proper  or  decorous  to  call 
for  information,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  decide 
the  question  to  which  the  information  refers, 
before  time  has  been  given  the  Department  to 
fbmishit 

Mr.  GiLMSB  was  understood  to  believe  that,  by 
referring  to  the  abstracts  of  expenditure  in  the 
Department  of  War  for  the  years  1818  and  1819, 
the  House  would  probably  see  the  necessity  of 
exploring  further  into  this  subject.  The  amount 
limited  by  law  for  presents  to  Indians,  was 
$16,000;  but  it  would  be  found  that,  in  1818, 
tiiere  were  distributed  in  presents  to  them  the 
sum  of  $180,000  in  money,  and  $165,000  in 
goods,  maldng  an  aggregate  of  $285,000.  If 
were  was  such  a  pcdpable  excess  beyond  the 

E revisions  of  the  law  in  that  year,  he  thought  it 
ighly  proper  to  obtain  information  how  great 
was  &e  excess  for  the  last  year. 

Mr.  8hith  would  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
the  motion  for  so  much  time  had  been  already 
consumed  in  discussing  it,  (it  being  nearly  three 
o^dock,)  that  there  was  no  time  left  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  main  subject,  if  they  took  it 
np. 

Mr.  JoNBS)  of  Tennessee,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  postponement,  when  the 
question  was  taken  and  carried — ayes,  89. 

Thubsdat,  January  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Yimnia,  James  Jokes,  appeared,  produced  his 
creaentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Satttbdat,  January  19. 

Monument  to  General  Wooeter, 

Mr.  ToKLmsoN  submitted  the  following : 

Retoivedy  That  tKe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaxu 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating the  som  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  cany 
into  effect  a  resolation  of  Congress,  passed  June  17, 
1777,  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  General  David  Wooster,  who  fell  in^ 
bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to 
Daobury,  in  Connecticut 


Mr.  T.  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  following 
resolution  of  Congress : 

Hetolvedj  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  tlie 
memory  of  General  Wooster,  with  the  following  in- 
scnption: 

"In  honor  of  David  Wooster,  Brigadier-Genend 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  In  defending  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  repelling  an  inroad 
of  the  British  forces  to  Danbury,  in  Conneoticut,  he 
received  a  mortal  wound  on  the  27tii  day  of  April, 
1777,  and  died  on  the  2d  day  of  May  following.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  an  acknowledgmeiit 
of  his  merit  and  services,  have  oaused  this  monument 
to  be  erected." 

Betcivedy  That  the  Executive  power  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  be  requested  to  cany  tiie  foregoing  reso- 
lution into  execution,  and  that  five  hundred  doQan 
be  allowed  for  that  puipose. 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  as  the  resolution  under 
consideration  proposed  an  inquiry  merely,  he 
deemed  it  unnecessary  for  him,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  do  more  than  briefly  state  the  facts 
which  had  induced  him  to  ofS&t  the  resolutiaii 
before  the  House.  He  said,  it  appeared  by  a 
certificate  from  the  Treasuiy  Department,  that 
the  sum  allowed  to  carry  into  efl^t  the  resoln- 
tion  of  Congress  which  had  been  read,  had  not 
been  paid  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Mr.  T.  stated  tiiat  he  had  received 
information  from  a  highly  respectable  souroe^ 
that  no  monument  had  been  erected  in  pursa- 
anoe  of  the  resolution  to  which  he  had  adverted^ 
to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  hero  named 
in  that  resolution,  but  that  his  remains  now 
rested  with  nothing  except  a  rude  stone  to  mark 
the  spot  where  they  were  deposited. 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted. 


Moni5at,  January  21. 

Eetimate  qf  Appropriations, 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury,  viz : 

Tbbasubt  Depabimert,  Jan.  19, 1822. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewitii,  fbr 
the  information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  aa 
estimate  of  appropriations,  proposed  fbr  the  service  of 
the  year  1822,  amounting  to  $8,891,285  48. 

For  tiie  CivU  List,      ...  $868,603  48 
For  Misoellaneons  Expenses,       -    466,875  60 
For  Foreign  Intercourse,     -        -    148,000  00 
For  Military  Department,  includ- 
ing Pensions,  Arming  tiie  Mili- 
tia, Indian    Department,   and 
Arrearages,  ....  5,165,896  19 
Naval    Establishment,   including 
the  Marine  Corps,  -        -        -  2,252,410  27 

$8,891,285  48* 


*  In  tiie  working  of  eveiy  Qoveniine&t  there  are,  at  la- 
terrals,  oerUtn  stand-polntB,  where  the  statesman  and  law* 
giver  should  make  a  stand— should  stop  and  eoiiaAAet-^ 
shoold  compare  the  past  with  the  present,  end  work  eot 
oonelostons  In  his  own  mind.  This  epodi  of  18SS,  and  thia 
expense  of  .working  the  Government  at  that  time,  oonatitQta 
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The  funds  from  whioh  the  appropriatioiiB  for  the 
year  1822  may  be  diachaiged,  aie  the  followingi  viz : 

Irt.  The  sam  of  six  hundred  ^ousand  doUm  an- 
nuallj  reserved  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  towards  the  expenses 
of  Government. 

2d.  The  sniplus  which  mjiy  remain,  of  the  customs 
and  arrearages  of  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes, 
after  satisfying  the  sums  for  which  they  are  pledged 
and  appropriated. 

dd.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1822. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Sfbakkr  of  the 

Himte  of  Rtprt^aUaixvu, 


TuBSDAY,  January  22. 
Bankrupt  BiU, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday — ^the  Bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  SsBGBAHT  resumed  his  remarks ;  and 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
further  obsenrations  on  the  subject  The  ^s- 
eoasion  of  yesterday,  in  his  view,  had  led  to  this 
result — that  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world,  so 
Cv  as  it  was  conuneroial,  had  adopted,  with 
some  modification  or  other,  a  bankrupt  law ; 
and  that,  whatever  modification  those  nations 
had  provided,  the  two  principal  points  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  regarded,  viz :  security  to 
the  creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor.  He  did 
not  mean  to  be  understood  that  there  were  not 
niecific  differences  among  those  laws  between 
the  several  nations.  In  respect  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  those  laws,  the  differences  were  con- 
siderable ;  but,  after  all,  the  conclusion  seemed 
to  be  fixed,  and  that  by  the  common  consent  of 
nations,  that,  where  there  was  commerce,  tiiere 
a  bankrupt  law  must  be — ^not  only  as  a  neces- 
sary, but  as  a  salutary  measure.  This  consid- 
eration was  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  the  framers 


•Be  of  these  standiM>t]its,  In  which  a  lesson  maybe  foand  on 
thst  tMlasl  Tirtoe,  both  In  pabUe  sad  priTste  life ;  to  foU : 
•eunomy.  The  Qoronunent  had  then  been  in  <^rstion 
ttairtf-fonr  yesie  about  oae*hslf  of  its  existence  to  the 
praseat  time— Its  territory  had  been  doubled  hj  the  soqolsl- 
tloo  of  Loolshaa  sad  Floiida,  and  yet  Its  snnusl  ezpenso 
was  less  than  nine  millions  of  doUsrs.  Compare  that  with 
what  has  taken  place  since  1823 ;  with  what  has  taken  place 
fa  the  thirty 'four  years  which  haye  elapsed  since  that  time. 
Ortaijily,  the  word  ** economy"  had  an  existence  in  Ihct,  as 
well  as  in  name,  st  that  time.  It  was  my  first  year  in  Oon- 
gress;  and,  while  ** economy**  was  claimed  as  a  distinctive 
repnbiicaa  ylrtne,  (for  the  name  of  democrat  had  not  then 
been  taken,)  I  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  Justice,  to  say,  that  I 
saw  the  same  regard  for  eoonomy  in  the  federal  members 
(for  neither  had  they  changed  their  name  at  that  time)  that 
I  did  in  the  republican.  Lees  than  nine  miUlons  a  year  for 
werkiag  the  Oovemment  at  that  time!  inclading  all  the 
heeds  of  pablic  ezpenditore,  except  the  Interest  and  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  publio  debt,  which,  being  a  (2«&t,  was  a 
sepaiate  object  to  be  provided  for,  and  payments  on  account 
ef  it  eenstltnted  no  part  of  the  expense  of  working  the  Got- 
It 


of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  fore- 
seeing the  destinies  of  our  country,  made  this 
special  provision — ^believing,  as  they  doubtless 
£d,  that  such  a  provision  would  be  found  es- 
sential as  the  commercial  resources  of  the  nation 
should  be  developed  and  expand.  In  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  which  he  had  referred,  other 
things  had  (uiauffed.  Their  external  relations 
and  their  intemm  government  had  varied  wiih 
successive  sovereigns ;  but  the  principles  of  this 
law  had  remain^  unshaken.  The  English 
bankrupt  law  was  first  established  under  the 
reign  of  Henry  YHI.,  at  a  time  when  commerce 
was  Just  springing  into  life.  During  the  various 
political  commotions — ^the  struggles  of  party 
and  the  ascendency  of  faction — ^this  law,  instead 
of  being  destroved,  had  gathered  strength  and 
improvement  with  the  progress  of  time.  It  had 
survived  the  stormy  period  of  the  Common- 
wealth— ^the  usurpation  of  Cromwell — the  re- 
storation of  Charles  11. — ^and  the  revolution  of 
1668,  that  placed  the  House  of  Orange  on  the 
throne  of  England.  In  France,  it  was  enacted 
prior  to  the  revolution.    It  subsisted  during  the 

Seriod  of  that  tempest — ^was  unrepealed  by  the 
uctnating  councils  of  the  republic — ^by  the 
Emperor  Napoleon — and  is  at  this  time,  and 
ever  has  been,  the  law  of  France,  since  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  Before  the  revo- 
lution in  France,  it  is  well  known  that  com- 
merce wa&  in  a  degraded  state.  It  was  consid- 
ered a  disreputable  employment ;  and  it  is  rather 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  it  was  carried  on  at 
all,  than  that  it  should  have  received  any  sanc- 
tion from  the  Government.  It  is  probably 
owing  to  the  degradation  of  trade  that  we  find 
in  the  first  stages  of  the  bankrupt  law  such  se- 
vere enactments,  and  such  a  uniform  confound- 
ing of  criminality  with  misfortune.  The  Code 
Napoleon  mitigated  this  severity,  and  restored 
to  commerce,  in  a  measure  at  least,  that  con- 
sideration to  which  it  was  entitled.  The  Dutch 
law  on  bankruptcy  was  enacted  before  Napoleon 
had  placed  his  brother  on  the  throne  of  Hol- 
land. The  Code  Napoleon  and  the  bankrupt 
law  had  since  been  adopted  in  that. country, 
and  were  now  in  operation.  All  these  nations^ 
in  the  different  periods,  had  concurred  in  the 
sentiment,  that  the  flailing  merchant  should  be 
arrested  in  his  career,  and  his  property  placed 
in  proper  hands  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors, 
There  were  specific  differences  among  the  vari- 
ous nations,  as  to  the  proportions  and  numbers 
of  the  creditors,  whose  opinion,  in  reeard  to  the 
effects  of  the  debtor,  should  control  and  bind 
the  rest.  In  England,  it  was  three-fifths ;  in 
Scotland,  three- fourths ;  in  Ireland,  the  same 
as  in  England ;  in  France,  a  majority  in  number, 
being  three-fourths  in  amount ;  and  in  Spain  and 
Holland,  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  in  number, 
and  one-half  in  amount^  or  one-half  in  number, 
and  two-thirds  in  amount.  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  the  different  operations  of  the  bankrupt  law 
in  the  respective  nations,  and  the  effect  which 
the  acts  of  the  mi^or  part  of  the  creditors  had 
in  binding  the  minority  and  releasing  the  debtor. 
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It  seems,  said  he,  that  the  common  seDse  and 
common  justice  of  mankind  had  conferred  on 
this  subject,  and  that  their  united  wisdom  had 
produced  a  uniform  result.  It  might  be  said 
that  the  example  of  Euffland,  and  France,  and 
Spain,  were  entitled  to  little  weight  in  testing 
the  principles  bj  which  a  republic  should  be 
governed.  So  far  as  it  applied  to  principles  of 
government,  he  would  cheerfully  admit  that 
tiiose  nations  were  to  be  regarded  rather  as 
beacons  to  avoid,  than  as  examples  to  follow. 
But  in  pecuniary  concerns,  that  had  no  connec- 
tion with  politics,  he  thought  their  example, 
uniform  as  it  had  been,  carried  with  it  great 
weight  and  consideration. 

But  it  was  time  to  turn  firom  the  Govern- 
ments of  other  nations  to  that  of  our  own. 
When  far  oSy  it  was  discoverable  only  as  a  unit. 
It  gathered  magnitude  and  importance  the 
nearer  we  approached  it ;  but  it  was  not  until 
we  came  in  view  of  the  domestic  and  social  re- 
lations, that  its  deep  and  lasting  interests  were 
felt  and  regarded.  It  was  there  Uiat  the  want 
of  such  a  system  was  peculiarly  and  distinctly 
seen.  When  the  unfortunate  and  unhappy 
merchant  was  left  without  resource  and  cut  off 
from  hope.  When  he  was  surrounded  by  a 
family  tnat  Providence  had  made  dependent 
upon  him,  and  at  the  same  time  found  himself 
not  only  unable  to  supply  their  wants,  but,  per- 
haps, shut  up  in  a  prison,  with  the  power  of 
so'ciety  acting  upon  him.  To  relieve  calamities 
like  these,  the  States  had  sometimes  interposed. 
Mr.  S.  alluded  particularly  to  the  bankrupt  law 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  made  in  1785,  be- 
fore tiie  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  then  the  most  commer- 
cial State  in  the  Union,  and  the  law  continued 
until  1798,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion. The  power  over  the  subject-matter  was 
supposed  to  be  transferred  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  referred  particu- 
larly to  the  preamble  of  that  law,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  as  containing  the  reasons 
which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  which  must  be 
admitted  to  be  cogent  in  all  commercial  com- 
munities. There  was  probably  as  strong  a 
moral  sense,  and  as  much  intelligence  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1785,  as  there  is  at 
present,  and  yet  the  law  continued  in  force 
eight  years,  and  its  operation  had  been  regarded 
as  salutary  to  the  people  of  the  State.  Unlike 
the  severity  of  the  British  law,  the  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania did  not  consider  the  debtor  as  necessa- 
rily criminal  because  he  had  been  unfortunate. 
It  was  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  opinions  of  the  age.  The  en- 
action of  a  bankrupt  law  in  the  individusi  States 
was  not  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania.  It  had  been 
resorted  to,  also,  in  the  State  of  New  York — 
no;!BV^  the  largest  and  most  commercial  State  in 
the  Union.  They  long  kept  what  was  called 
the  three-fourth  act,  a  sort  of  bankrupt  law,  but 
which  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States 
declared  they  were  not  competent  to  make.  In 
Bhode  Island  and  Maryland,  laws  of  the  same 


description  had  been  long  ^ce  enacted ;  and 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana — a  new  commercial 
State — a  bankrupt  law  was  enacted  in  1808,  but 
was  condemned  as  unconstitutional  by  the  6a- 
preme  Oourt  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  McMillan  ««.  Minn.    It  yet  remains  upon  the 
statute  book  of  that  State.   Its  principal  featum 
were  taken  from  the  Spanish  law,  but  it  is  now 
a  dead  letter.    How  many  other  States  had  en- 
deavored to  provide  such  a  remedy,  he  (Mr.  S.) 
could  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  it  was  evident 
there  were  the  same  feelings  and  sentiments  in 
the  United  States,  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
world.    In  this  country  there  seemed  to  be  a 
peculiar  necessity  and  propriety  in  adopting 
such  a  law.    Commerce,  so  far  from  being  dis- 
reputable, was  considered  as  an  honorable  em- 
ployment.   It  was  useful,  and  &vor«d  by  the 
Government.    But  the  profession  was  exposed 
to  hazards.    There  were  accidents  and  disasters 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  and 
i^inst  which  human  prudence  could  not  guard. 
If  there  was  no  redemption,  therefore,  by  public 
law,  the  merchant  might  be  deemed  perpetually 
liable  to  ruin,  in  its  most  extended  sense.    Nor 
are  himself  and  family  only  involved  in  it.    It 
may  extend  to  all  those  to  whom  he  is  indebted. 
Whoever  has  often  seen  mercantile  failures, 
knows  that  there  is  a  sort  of  blindness  or  in- 
fatuation that  seems  to  affect  them.    The  in- 
solvent is  unwilling  to  penetrate  his  situation, 
or  to  believe  it  as  hopeless  as  it  really  is;  and 
hence  he  lingers  witii  some  dumerical,  unde- 
fined hope,  till  his  a£QEtirs  have  become  more 
deeply  involved,  and  his  embarrassments  utterly 
irretrievable.    He  is  perhaps  the  very  worst 
person  that  could  be  selected  to  judge  of  bis 
own  affiiirs.    He  is  led  by  tiie  ddusion  to  keep 
up  his  credit  as  long  as  he  possibly  can ;  and 
yet  to  him  is  confided  the  uncontrolled  power 
of  disposing  of  his  estate.    He  may  waste  it, 
destroy  it,  or  put  it  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
creditors,  and  when  he  comes  to  the  final  step 
of  an  assignment,  he  has  then  the  power  to 
make  his  preferences,  and  to  provide  for  the 
circle  of  his  friends,  while  his  distant  creditor, 

Serhaps  equally  meritorious,  is  left  without  re- 
ress  or  hope  of  payment  What  is  the  conse- 
quence ?  It  is  now  become  a  usage,  so  com- 
mon as  almost  to  have  acquired  tiie  force  (d 
law,  that  endorsers  and  lenders  of  money  are 
first  to  be  paid.  What  but  this  has  created  the 
fictitious  capital  so  deeply  felt  and  deplored 
throughout  this  country  ?  What  but  the  loan 
of  names,  by  which  a  credit  is  obtained,  and 
money  drawn  from  a  bank  ?  And  yet,  in  case 
of  insolvency,  these  persons,  who,  by  lending 
their  names,  create  the  evil,  and  enable  the  fic- 
titious capitalist  to  borrow  money,  and  thereby 
hold  out  false  colors  to  decoy  the  unwary,  are 
first  to  be  paid ;  and  perhaps  the  very  goods 
that  were  sold  to  him  on  a  credit,  bottomed 
upon  the  loan,  are  sold  at  auction  after  tlie  in- 
solvency, to  repay  the  loan,  that  lured  the 
vender  to  sell.  That  these  are  evUs  wiU  not  be 
denied;  but  would  a  bankrupt  system  correct 
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them?  Mr.  S.  believed  it  woiQd.  It  wonld 
distribute  the  effects  of  the  debtor  equally 
among  his  creditors.  It  would  cut  off  undue 
preferences,  pay  to  all  their  proper  proportions, 
and  stop  the  banki*upt  from  appointing  his  own 
assignees,  and  from  prescribing  terms  to  his 
creditor. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of  the 
certificate  of  discharge,  which  would  doubtless 
be  in  the  minds  of  all.    Its  operation,  he  ad- 
mitted, would  be  to  cut  off  the  creditor  from  all 
ftiture  claim.    But  he  would  try  this,  as  a  prac- 
tical objection,  and  test  it  by  experience.    He 
wonld  ask  the  question,  what  is  the  value  of  a 
daim  against  a  failing  creditor  now,  after  an 
agreement  has  been  made  and  acted  on  ?    Pre- 
cisely what  it  would  be  after  a  certificate  of 
discharge  was  given.    After  an  assignment  the 
debt  subsists— -so  it  does  after  a  certificate  of 
discharge.    The  moral  obligation  remains  un- 
eztingushed ;  and  it  has  been  held  in  the  courts 
of  law,  tba^  upon  a  new  promise  to  pay  a  debt, 
after  a  certificate  has  been  obtained,  is  a  suffi- 
cient consideration  to  support  the  action.    The 
certificate  doubtless  bars  the  legal  claim,  but  if 
the  sense  of  honor  will  induce  a  man  to  pay 
after  an  assignment,  it  will  be  equally  operative 
after  a  discharge.    It  is  notorious  that  society 
draws  a  line  of  distinction  between  debts  created 
before  and  after  a  fiulure ;  and  the  payment  of 
debts  after  assignment  creates  as  much  surprise, 
and  is  marked  with  as  much  emphasis,  as  if  it 
had  been  done  after  a  discharge.    This  consid- 
eration had,  in  his  opinion,  been  greatly  over- 
rated, and  more  importance  was  attached  to  it, 
than  experience  would  warrant    It  was  not 
only  private  creditors,  however,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment also,  which  was  interested   in   the 
adoption  of  the  law.    He  alluded  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.    In  case  of  death  or  public 
bankruptcy,  where  the  property  is  subject  to  a 
dividend  pursuant  to  law,  the  Grovernment  is 
entitled  to  a  preference.    But  the  case  is  other- 
wise where  the  &iling  debtor  takes  the  law  into 
bis  own  bands,  becomes  his  own  commissioner, 
and  makes  such  preferences  as  his  own  will  and 
pleasare  may  dictate.    In  this  way  the  Govern- 
ment may  lose,  and  has  already  lost,  very  great 
sums  of  money.    Mr.  S.  would  not  undertake, 
at  this  time,  to  anticipate  the  various  objections 
that  might  be  raised  to  the  bUl.    Some  had 
fboQght  that,  because  it  contained  within  itself 
severe  enactments  against  fraud,  that  it  pre- 
supposed it  productive  of  fraud.    If  he  (Mr.  8.) 
thought  it  was  calculated  to  generate  Fraud,  he 
would  by  no  means  support  it.    But  it  was  not 
obvious  that  a  bankrupt  law  was  more  liable  to 
frauds  than  other  modes  of  coercing  payment. 
Was  it  an  objection  to  an  execution,  obtained 
by  ordinary  process  of  law,  that  the  debtor  may 
be  guilty  of  fraud  to  evade  it  ?   It  was  so  liable, 
Mr.  S.  contended,  as  the  practice  that  now  pre- 
vailed, where  the  bankrupt  was  left  to  make 
the  law  for  himself.    In  the  wav  in  which  the 
examinations  were  taken  in  England,  great  and 
frequent  fraud  were  tmquestionably  practised.  | 


This  was  owing  not  so  much  to  the  bankrupt 
law,  as  to  the  growth  of  crime  in  that  kingdom. 
The  root  of  the  evil  was  in  the  state  of  society. 
The  Lord  Ohancellor  has  the  sole  cognizance 
and  direction  of  the  law  throughout  the  realm. 
The  examination  is  e»  parte  and  in  secret,  and 
the  merchant  is  ignorant  of  the  proceeding  until 
he  finds  his  name  in  the  gazette,  published  as  a 
bankrupt    If  he  then  wishes  to  contest  the 
legality  of  the  comnussion,  he  must  petition  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  avoid  it.    No  such  provision 
was  to  be  found  in  the  bill  before  the  House ; 
and  it  was  strange  indeed  that  it  had  ever  ob- 
tained among  the  enlightened  jurists  of  Eng- 
land.   Another  mischief  arose  m  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bankrupt  law  in  that  kingdom,  in 
relation  to  what  were  called  country  commis- 
sions ;  or  such  as  arose  out  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don.   In  those  cases  the  commissioner  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  solicitor ;  here  he  is  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.    There 
the  business  was  transacted  without  regularity, 
in  the  midst  of  noise ;  and  the  commissioner  at 
one  table  would  perhaps  turn  round  and  be  a 
solicitor  at  the  next ;  but  no  such  mischief  could 
exist  under  this  bill.    Another  appalling  ob- 
jection had  been,  the  cost  and  expenses  of  an 
English  commission.    It  was  indeed  enormous 
— ^but  so  were  all  their  modes  of  justice,  and 
particularly  all  their  chancery  proceedings.    It 
had  been  also  said,  that  bankruptcies  occasioned 
delay;  but  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  that 
there  should  be  more  delay  on  this  case  than 
under  a  voluntary  assignment    Hie  weightiest 
argument,  however,  and  that  which  seemed  to 
have  sunk  deepest  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  the  bill,  was  the  operation  of  tiie  law  of 
1800. 

Mr.  S.  here  took  occasion  to  advert  to  what 
he  believed  had  proved,  in  its  effect^  the  strong- 
est argument,  with  many  persons,  against  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  viz :  The  unpopu- 
larity of  the  former  bankrupt  law,  whic^  he 
argued,  ought  to  be  attributea  to  circumstances 
not  really  affecting  the  merits  of  that  system. 
The  law  establishing  it  passed  in  the  year  1800, 
and  was  limited,  in  its  duration,  to  the  year 
1806,  but  was  repealed  in  December,  1803  ;  so 
that  time  was  not  allowed  for  a  fair  experiment 
under  it  The  law  was  passed,  too,  at  a  time 
of  asgreat  party  excitement  as  ever  existed  in 
the  United  States;  it  made  its  appearance  in 
the  midst  of  the  ferment  occasioned  by  other 
measures;  and  the  bankrupt  law  of  1800  is 
never  thought  of  by  many  without  associating 
it  in  idea  with  other  measures  of  l^at  day,  which 
had  no  necessary  connection  with  it.  It  came 
into  existence  amidst  tibe  storm  of  angry  pas- 
sions rushing  over  the  land ;  and  from  the  mo- 
ment it  made  its  appearance,  as  the  two  parties 
brought  every  thing  to  a  party  test,  it  had  one 
of  these  parties  for  its  friends  and  another  for  its 
enemies.  From  this  circumstance,  a  prejudice 
had  arisen  against  a  system  of  bankruptcy, 
which  ought  not  now  to  have  any  weight,  it 
not  having  now  any  party  aspect    The  objeo- 
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tions,  in  general,  'which  were  made  to  this  bill 
Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argne,  applied  with  equal 
force  to  the  existing  systems  iu  the  United 
States,  whidi  were  as  fertile  in  frauds  and  in 
litigation  as  this  system  could  be  supposed  to 
be.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  attachment  law 
of  some  of  the  States?  What  was  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  on  the  statute 
book  for  many  years?  It  was  an  imperfect 
mode  of  attempting  the  same  thing  which  a 
buikrupt  law  would  more  perfeotly  accomplish. 
Hie  necessity  was  felt,  in  that  State  and  else- 
where, of  some  mode  of  laying  hold  of  the 
property  of  those  who  show,  by  secreting  their 
property,  or  by  abscondiag,  that  they  are  in  the 
act  of  fiuling.  In  Massacnusetts,  abo,  there  is 
an  attadiment  law,  the  import  of  which  he  did 
not  precisely  know.  There  was  one  in  New 
York,  too,  which  he  understood  authorized  the 
creditor  to  seize  on  aU  the  effects  of  the  absent 
or  absconding  debtor.  Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  authoriz- 
ing, among  other  things,  that,  on  the  debtor^s 
concealing  himself,  a  general  warrant  may 
issue,  &c.  This,  Mr.  S.  sdd,  was  the  very  act 
which  was  supposed  to  be  so  alarming  in  the 
bankrupt  law,  but  which  in  that  law,  as  well 
as  in  tne  State  laws,  was  intended  to  prevent 
fhiud  and  litigation,  &o.  He  anticipated  the 
argument  that,  if  the  States  could  pass  such 
laws,  it  was  not  necessary  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  by  saying,  that  the  State  laws 
would  neither  be  uniform  nor  general  in  their 
operation,  being  confined  to  the  limits  of  the 
respective  States,  ^ec.,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  an  efficient  substitute  for  a  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. The  fact,  however,  that  means  pre- 
cisely the  same  were  employed  by  the  States,  to 
the  extent  of  their  power,  as  those  now  pro- 
posed to  be  made  general  and  uniform,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  went  far  to  answer  that  ob- 
jection to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Stevbnbon  said  that  he  would  proceed 
briefly  to  the  consideration  of  the  principles  and 
leading  provisions  of  the  bill. 

This  was,  in  effect,  the  English  system  of 
bankruptcy,  differing  only  in  some  of  its  details, 
and  in  the  nature  of  its  punishments  and  pro- 
hibitions. He  objected  to  it  in  toto.  1st.  Be- 
cause it  had  wholly  failed  in  its  operation  in 
England,  (where  it  could  be  more  easily  en- 
forced than  in  this  country,)  and  would  conse- 
quently fiul  here.  2dly.  That  it  was  a  svstem 
filled  with  mischief  and  fraud,  not  suitable  to 
our  notions  of  civil  liberty  or  the  principles  of 
our  jurisprudence,  nor  the  morals,  manners,  or 
habits  of  the  people. 

Let  us  see,  in  the  first  place,  how  the  system 
has  operated  in  England.  And  here,  Mr.  S. 
said,  before  he  proceeded  further,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn^l- 
vania,  (Mr.  SBROEAirr,)  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  of  France,  Holland,  and  Spain. 
Those  countries  were  not  like  ours.  Their  Gov- 
ernments are  despotic,  ours  limited  and  con- 


fined. There  they  had  no  security  for  rights  of 
persons  and  property,  (but  discretion  of  ruling 
power,)  here  constitution — ^in  protections  ana 
safegufurds.  Their  principles  of  civil  liberty 
and  jurisprudence  wholly  different  from  oun, 
as  well  as  the  morals  ana  habits  of  the  people. 
The  effect  of  their  laws  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence here ;  and  we  should  look,  if  anywhere, 
alone  to  that  country,  from  whom  it  is  said  we 
borrow  the  system,  and  whose  Government, 
laws,  and  people,  are  nearest  our  own.  That 
the  bankrupt  system  has  not  been  beneficial  in 
England,  Mr.  S.  scud,  could  be  easily  shown. 
And  as  it  was  matter  of  fact,  rather  than  argu- 
ment, he  had  lately  examined  with  some  labor 
and  care  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before 
the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  to  consider  the  bankrupt  Iawb  and 
their  operation,  in  the  year  1818 ;  from  which 
he  had  taken  some  extracts,  which  he  should 
ask  leave  to  read  to  the  committee.  As  to  the 
character  of  this  evidence,  and  tiie  weight  it 
should  have,  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  do  better 
than  give  the  words  of  the  committee  in  their 
report  to  the  House  of  Conmions : 

"  Your  committee  did  not  consider  fhemselTes  at 
liberty  to  contemplate  merely  the  case  of  particolsr 
and  insulated  defects,  bnt  felt  themselves  under  in 
obligation  to  take  a  general  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  whole  system  of  proceeding  under  the  piesent 
constitution  of  the  bankrupt  code.  In  the  prosecution 
of  thdr  inquiry,  your  committee  have  sought  that  in- 
formation which  was  to  direct  their  judgment  from 
profesmonal  men  of  extensive  experience ;  and  while 
your  committee  confess  their  unfeicned  admiration  of 
the  truly  upright  and  disinterested  manner  in  which 
these  gentlemen  have  delivered  their  evidence  with 
respect  to  a  sjrstem  for  the  continuance  of  which  they 
might  naturally  be  expected  to  feel  some  predilection, 
your  committee  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  that 
evidence  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  the  House." 

Mr.  S.  then  read  various  parts  of  the  evidence 
referred  to.  He  began  with  Basil  Montague^ 
the  first  witness,  who  said : 

''That  he  believed  it  was  common  for  the  most 
undeserving  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  certificates  by 
fraudulent  and  improper  means,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  good  creditor,  and  to  the  great  injurjr  of  pabKo 
justice  ;  and  he  thought  that  it  frequently  happened 
that  dishonest  bankrupts,  from  having  recourse  to 
means  from  which  hones^  would  reooil,  had  greater 
facili^  in  obtaining  their  certificates  than  hoDest 
men  possess.** 

J.  F.  Vandercom  was  of  opinion  that  the  majority 
of '*  commissions  were  issued  with  the  concurrence, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  bankrupt.  He  said  that  it 
often  happened  that  the  affairs  of  a  bankrupt  were  In 
such  a  state  as  that,  however  unwilling  he  mi^t  be 
to  fall  under  the  odium  of  a  bankrupt,  he  saw  it  to 
the  advantage  of  his  creditors  and  himself  to  acquieaee 
in  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  managed  as  he  was 
directed  to  do^  and  an  act  of  bankruptcy  was  c<»d- 
mitted." 

Geo.  Lavie. — "  He  sa^d  that,  as  the  bankrupt  laws 
are  at  present  administered,  they  affi>rded  advantage 
to  no  one  except  to  bankrupta  Being  asked  whether 
his  prepossession  against  the  bankrupt  laws  did  not 
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siise  from  a  strong  opinion  of  their  general  insnffi- 
denc^,  he  answered,  most  certainly ;  and  he  said  he 
saw  a  sreat  deal  of  it  in  fhe  early  part  of  his  li&, 
which  had  led  hitai  to  the  opinions  he  now  entertained 
of  dto  total  inadequacy  of  the  hankmpt  laws,  as  now 
adminiatered.** 

A.  Waithman. — ^The  following  inteiiogatoiy  pnt 
hy  the  committee:  **Are  yon  of  opinion  that  the 
bankrupt  law,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  conntry,  Is  a 
acandal  and  disgrace  to  it  ?"  **  I  have  long  consider- 
ed it  so ;  that  it  has  held  out  a  great  inducement  to 
dJshoiiesty.  Mr.  Townsend,  the  Bow  Street  officer, 
once  told  me  he  had  a  conversation  with  Major  Sem- 
ple,  who  said :  *  Why,  shr,  I  have  been  a  fool  all  my 
life ;  I  have  not  known  how  to  go  to  work ;  I  have 
been  ronning  the  risk  of  my  life  for  trifling  things ; 
but  if  I  were  to  be^pn  my  life  again,  I  would  open  a 
Aop  as  a  trader  or  merchant,  and  become  a  bank- 
n^  and  make  my  fortone  at  once.'  ** 

J.  Ingram  LocUiart,  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
one  of  the  committee. — "  The  observations  which  I 
have  to  offer  to  the  committee  were  written  three 
years  since,  have  been  but  little  varied,  and  are  the 
lesol^  partly  of  an  experience  in  country  commis- 
■ons^  and  partly,  but  chiefly,  of  frequent  thinking  on 
the  anhject.  I  have,  in  almost  eveiy  commission  in 
wliich  I  have  been  named,  found  that  the  bankrupt 
had  acted  with  great  iz^justice  towards  his  creditors, 
generally  witli  dishonesty  and  fraud,  and  always  with 
impmdence  and  caxelessness,  of  the  'vreck  of  his  sub- 
stanee,  which  in  fact  was  not  his  own,  but  theirs ; 
and  tibis  conduct  I  can  only  trace  to  one  cause,  and 
that  ia,  the  facility  with  which  almost  eveiy  bankrupt 
goes  through  the  operation  of  his  commission,  and  the 
situation  he  is  generally  found  in  after  his  last  exam- 
iBation,  and  the  appearance  he  is  enabled  by  some 
means  to  make,  and  the  connections  he  renews  after 
his  bankruptcy.  The  want  of  due  investigation  into 
his  conduct,  of  a  discrimination  between  the  dishon- 
est and  unfortunate,  appear  to  me  to  be  a  radical 
&nlt  in  this  system  of  the  bankrupt  law,  pervading 
the  whde  of  i^  and  producing  the  most  pernicious 
flfleeta  on  the  nnrals  of  the  subjects  of  this  lealm." 

Archibald  Cullen. — ^The  committee  will  be  happy 
to  hear  yonr  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt 
lava  fie  answers:  **The  bankrupt  lawwasintro- 
dnoed  with  a  view  to  pxevsnt  and  punish  the  frauds 
of  debtorS)  and  to  dirtribnte  their  property  equally 
among  all  their  creditors.  But  it  has  not  succeeded. 
However  wise  the  original  plan  may  have  been 
thought,  yet  it  does  not  now,  even  with  all  its  subse- 
qoent  alterations  and  aooessions,  appear  to  effect  either 
of  the  objects  which  it  professed ;  the  property  is  not 
forthcoming,  or  is  wasted ;  the  same  frauds  stUl  exist, 
neither  diminished  nor  punished ;  and  a  new  class  has 
spnms  up,  engendered  by  the  veiy  proceedings  which 
have  been  instituted  to  prevent  them ;  so  that  the 
IKomixient  and  growing  evil  of  the  present  day,  with 
SBBpect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  appears  to  be  tiie 
bankn^tlawitselt'' 

ThiB  said  Mr.  SrByBKSoir.  is  the  evidence  of 
fome  of  the  most  distingoisfied  solicitors,  conn- 
seUorS)  and  commissioners  of  England,  npon  the 
effect  of  their  system  of  bankruptcy ;  to  which 
1  beg  leave  to  add  one  additional  authority,  that 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  (reported  in  Vesey.) 

**The  Lord  Chancellor  took  the  first  occasion  of 
etpioasing  strong  indignation  at  the  frauds  committed 
nader  cases  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  his  detennina- 


tion  to  repress  such  practices.  On  this  subject  his 
Lordship  observed,  with  warmth,  that  the  abuse  of 
the  bankrupt  laws  is  a  di^ace  to  the  countzy,  and 
it  would  be  better  at  once  to  repeal  all  the  statutes 
than  to  saSSu  them  to  be  applied  to  such  purposes. 
As  they  are  frequently  conducted  in  the  coimtry,  they 
are  little  more  than  stock  in  trade  for  the  commis- 
sioners, the  assignees,  and  solicitor.** 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  also  refer,  whilst  he  was 
on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law 
in  Ireland,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylyania  on  yesterday  had  allusion ;  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  the  system  had  failed,  not 
only  in  England,  but  Ireland : 

**  It  will  be  seen  (says  the  report)  that,  although 
much  and  very  material  evidence  has  been  collected 
upon  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law  in  Ireland-^ 
establishing  grievances  of  the  most  serious  descrip- 
tion, and,  indeed,  the  total  failure  of  the  plan  for  any 
beneficial  consequence,  yonr  committee  have  not  pro* 
posed  any  measures  to  meet  the  evils  which  are  the 
subject  of  complaint ;  they  therefore  feel  it  due  to  the 
House  to  state,  that  they  regard  the  statute  by  which 
the  bankrupt  system  was  established  in  Ireland,  as  of 
so  modem  a  date,  compared  with  the  English  statutes, 
that  it  occurs  to  your  committee  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  establish  an  entirely  new  system  instead  of 
the  one  which  has  proved  so  unsati^actoiy ;  but,  as 
it  is  essential  that  such  a  system  should  be  formed 
with  reference  to  local  circumstances,  and  to  principles 
of  jurisprudence  in  a  great  degree  peculiar  to  that  part 
of  the  empire,  and  not  familiar  to  your  committee,  it 
has  appeared  to  them  most  respectful  to  the  House 
merely  to  submit  the  evidence,  and  to  leave  ulterior 
measures  to  those  who  may  be  better  qualified  to 
form  a  judgment  with  respect  to  the  alterations  which 
it  would  be  most  for  the  public  interest  to  adopt." 

Have  we  not  already  had  one  proof  that  this 
system,  which  is  now  urged  upon  this  House  as 
an  experiment^  has  totally  failed  after  a  full  and 
fairtnal?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
^r.  Sebosant)  felt  the  force  of  his  objection, 
and  ingeniously  endeavored  to  avoid  it,  by  im- 
pressing the  House  with  the  opinion  that  the 
old  bankrupt  law  of  1800  was  the  of&pring  of 
party,  and  was  ushered  into  being  amidst  the 
storms  and  excesses  of  party  spirit,  and  tiiere- 
fore  unpopular,  dec.  Of  this  fiftct,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
could  with  certainty  say  nothmff,  being  too 
young  to  know  any  thing  personally  of  the  oo- 
cuirenoes  of  those  times,  but  he  might  venture 
to  say  that,  from  the  course  of  events  which 
succeeded  the  coming  in  of  the  Bepublican  par- 
ty, that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sbbgkaut)  was  mistaken  in  the  fact.  We  all 
.know,  3(r.  S.  said,  there  were  certain  laws 
which  passed  under  what  was  termed  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  and  believed  to  be  of  a 
party  character,  which  were  consequently  un- 
popular to  the  new  administration,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  xmtil  repealed :  the  judiciary 
and  bank  laws  Mr.  S.  particularly  alluded  to — 
the  one  was  directly  repealed,  and  the  other 
expired.  But  if  this  bankrupt  law  had  been 
considered,  in  those  days  of  heat  and  contest^  as 
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a  partj  measure,  and  inteDded  as  snoh,  to  be 
saddled  on  the  nation  by  a  party  going  out  of 
power,  rely  on  it,  among  the  first  acts  done  by 
the  new  administration,  would  have  been  the 
repeal  of  this  law — ^it  would  have  been  ex- 
punged from  the  statute  book  which  it  stained, 
and  not  suffered  to  linger  out  an  existence  of  so 
many  years.  Mr.  S.  said  he  therefore  felt  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  the  fact  was  not  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SRBGEAirr)  had 
supposed ;  tiie  law  of  1800  was  passed,  (and  he 
.said  it  too  in  honor  of  the  Congress  that  passed 
it,)  from  other  and  better  motives — as  an  ex- 
periment called  for  at  that  time  by  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  country,  and  which  expired 
under  the  weight  of  its  own  sins.  It  ou^ht  then 
to  t>e  considered  as  a  fiEur  experiment,  which  the 
enemies  of  this  bill  had  a  right  to  claim,  and 
which  should  have  weight  with  the  House. 


MUiHaFinet. 


[Jahoart,  1822. 


Thuesdat,  January  24. 

Militia  Fines. 

Mr.  BuoHANAiir  submitted  for  conaderation 
the  following  resolution : 

JResolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  te  inquire  and  report  to  this  House 
the  causes  why  no  part  of  the  sum  of  $248,609  41, 
the  amount  imposed  as  fines  by  courts-martial,  held 
under  the  anthority  of  the  United  States  on  militia- 
men within  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
delinquencies  which  occurred  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  has  yet  been  received  into  the  Treasury ; 
how  much  of  the  said  sum  has  been  collected  from  the 
delinquents  by  the  late  marshal  and  the  present  mar- 
shals of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  deputies  respectively, 
and  what  are  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
inch  deputies ;  how  mnch  of  the  money  collected  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  deputies,  and  how  much 
has  been  paid  over  by  them  to  their  respective  prin- 
cipals ;  who  are  the  sureties  of  the  late  marshal,  John 
Smith,  and  of  his  deputies,  req)ectively ;  what  is  the 
amount  of  each  of  their  bonds,  and  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  recovering  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  mon^ 
remaining  in  their  hands ;  what  causes  have  hereto- 
fore prevented  the  institution  of  suits  against  the  said 
John  Smith,  his  deputies,  and  their  sureties,  to  rea>ver 
the  mihtia  fines  retained  by  them,  respectively ;  and 
under  what  author!^,  by  whom  and  to  whom,  the 
sum  of  $41,581  77  has  been  paid  out  of  the  said  fines 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  oourts-martial  by  which 
they  were  assessed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Buchaitak 
said,  that  a  sense  of  duty,  and  not  a  desire  to 
give  trouble  and  cast  reflections  upon  any  officer 
of  this  Government,  compelled  him  to  bring  be- 
fore this  House  the  subject  of  the  collection  of 
militia  fines  from  delinquent  militiamen  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  would,  he  said,  state  tihe  facts 
connected  with  it,  and  which  were  so  many 
reasons  why  the  resolution  should  pass,  without 
doing  more  at  the  present  time.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  duriug  the  late  war  furnished  her 
full  proportion  of  men  and  of  money  to  the 
General  Government,  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  contest.  Bhe  frimished  more  than  her 
quota  of  volunteers  and  militia.    It  however 


happened,  that,  owing  to  the  pious  and  peaod- 
ful  habits  of  the  people  of  that  State,  consden-* 
tiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  there  oo- 
curred,  in  obtaining  the  number  of  men  required 
by  draught,  a  great  number  of  ^delinqueudee; 
which  were  more  than  made  up* by  volunteers. 
It  followed,  therefore,  that  while  Pennsylvania, 
as  a  State,  can  with  pride  and  with  pleasure 
declare  that  she  fulfilled,  in  the  most  ample 
manner,  all  her  federal  obligations,  yet  there 
was  a  very  large  proportion  of  her  citizens  fined 
as  delinquent  militiamen.  From  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  February  14^  1821,  it 
appeared  that  out  of  nine  States,  on  the  citizens 
of  which  militia  fines  were  assessed,  and  from 
eight  of  which  returns  have  been  received,  the 
fines  assemed  on  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  amount 
to  a  larger  sum  than  all  the  fines  assessed  on  the 
citizens  of  seven  of  the  States : 
The  assessment  on  Pennsylvania 

amounted  to  -  -  -  -  $248,609  41 
On  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Maryland,  Yimnia,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, East  Tennessee,  West 
Tennessee,  to  -  -  -  240,076 
These  fines  were  assessed,  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, within  the  years  1818,  1814,  and  1816 ; 
and,  strange  and  wonderful  as  it  may  appear, 
not  one  cent  of  that  large  amount  assessed  on 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  has  yet  reached  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  is  within  my 
own  knowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  very  laiige 
sums  of  this  money  have  been  collected  by  the 
deputy  marshals,  and  much  distress  has  been 
spread  over  the  country  in  levying  these  fines 
from  the  poorer  classes  of  the  citizens  within 
our  State.  It  is  very  natural  that  every  State 
in  the  Union,  particularly  Pennsylvania,  should 
be  anxious  to  have  the  darkness  which  hangs 
over  this  subject  dispelled,  and  th#  guilty  agentt 
exposed  to  the  light  of  day.  It  is  possible  that 
by  an  investigation  something  may  be  obtained; 
if  not,  the  authors  of  the  shameful  frauds  which 
have  been  perpetrated  will  be  dragged  from  the 
concealment  in  which  they  now  lurk.  On  the 
4th  of  December,  1820,  at  the  instance  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  this  House,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  on  the  subject, 
which  for  some  cause  or  other  renoained  unan- 
swered, but  on  the  2d  of  January,  1821,  was 
renewed.  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  answer  baa 
been  given  to  it  ?  It  consists  of  six  clauses,  an- 
swers to  which  would  embrace  all  the  informa- 
tion we  desire.  The  answer  to  the  first  is  a 
letter  from  the  present  marshal,  which  Mr.  B. 
read ;  fr-om  which,  he  said,  it  appeared  that  al- 
most three  years  had  been  suffered  to  expire 
since  this  communication,  and  it  does  not  ap* 
pear  that  any  measures  have  been  taken  to  se- 
cure the  books  and  papers. 

The  department  could  therefore  communicate 
no  information  on  the  subject.  The  second 
query,  how  much  money  had  been  recdved 
into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  these  fines, 
was  easily  answered ;  not  a  cent  had  been  re- 
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eeired.  The  third  qnery  the  department  is  on- 
able  to  aoswor,  except  tiiat  $8,671  80  is  in  the 
hvids  of  the  present  marshal,  and  $2,646  60  in 
the  hands  of  Lewis  Deffebaoh^  one  of  his  depu- 
ties in  Bucks  conntj.  The  fourth  query,  as  to 
the  names  of  the  deputies  and  the  sureties  of 
tiie  late  marshal,  was  not  answered.  Indeed, 
it  appeared  that  the  department  never  either 
inqoired  or  knew  who  were  the  sureties  of  the 
nuffshal,  or  who  were  his  deputies  or  sureties, 
ft  appeared,  farther,  that  no  action  had  oyer 
yet  been  instituted  against  the  late  marshal  or 
Us  deputies  on  these  bonds,  except  against  one 
of  the  deputies.  The  object,  therefore,  Mr.  6. 
said,  of  his  resolution,  was  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation which  the  former  vote  of  the  House  had 
ftiled  to  procure,  &o. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  B.  was  agreed  to,  and 
Kessre.  Bvchanait,  Moobb  of  renusjlyania, 
Ndjoit  of  Maryland,  Dubfbe,  and  Rioh,  were 
appointed  the  conmiittee. 


Fkidat,  January  26. 

I7u  Bankrupt  BUL 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bUl. 

Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  moyed 
to  itrike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  and 
the  question  thereon  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
fhe  Chair.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
Temarldng  that  he  regarded  this  bill  as  contain- 
ing anroposition  that  was  calculated  to  sacrifice 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  destroy  personal 
neoritj,  and  the  security  of  property ;  to  abol- 
iih  the  mild  and  equitable  systems  of  jurispm* 
dttioe  which  the  wisdom  and  poUoy  of  the 
Stites  had  ordained;  to  take  the  administrar 
tion  of  justice  out  of  the  hands  of  independent 
jfldgea^  and  to  transfer  it  to  obscure  and  irr^ 
iponnble  commissioners  paid  by  the  day.  It 
oaoges,  said  he,  the  civil  €ode  of  the  country 
tt  to  the  collection  of  debts,  conflicts  with  the 
idinmigtration  of  Justice  under  State  authority ; 
vith  the  acts  against  firaadulent  conveyances ; 
vith  the  remedies  in  chancery  for  setting  such 
WQTevances  aside,  and  transfers  those  to  the 
federal  courts.  He  considered  it  as  a  foundar 
tioQ  on  which  nothing  good  could  be  erected ; 
ind  the  details  of  the  bill,  having  received  the 
^berate  approbation  of  its  friends,  having 
had  their  sanction  in  England  and  in  this  coun- 
^  in  1800,  in  1818,  and  1820,  will  be  con- 
wed  as  necessary  parts  of  the  whole  system, 
tod  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  are  productive 
pf  mischief^  it  will  prove  that  the  whole  qrstem 
tt  radically  wrong. 

Under  £he  British  system,  and  the  bill  on  the 
J^  the  first  inquiry  presented  was — who  may 
°><»me  a  bankrupt  ?  The  term  merchant  was 
J^  understood.  It  was  susceptible  of  precise 
wofiition.  But  this  law  had  received  such  a 
•WMtmction  that,  although  it  purported  to  be 
•^ofiiied  to  them,  it  was  in  reality  extended  to 


others.  If  a  man  deals  at  all,  he  is  subject  to 
the  liabilities  of  the  English  bankrupt  law ;  nor 
does  that  liability  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
his  dealings.  By  the  British  system,  a  buying 
and  selling  brings  a  man  within  its  provisions. 
If  a  piece  of  doth  is  severed,  and  one  part  of 
it  is  taken  to  the  bleacher's  to  be  whitened,  and 
the  other  to  the  dyer's  to  be  colored,  the  latter 
is  held  to  be  liable  to  the  enactments  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  and  the  former  is  not — and  the 
reason  given  is,  that  the  bleacher  bestows  only 
his  labor,  and  the  dyer  incoiporates  with  it  his 
colors,  which  brings  him  within  the  purview  of 
the  act  The  bill  on  the  tables  it  is  admitted, 
contains  various  exceptions,  and  is  so  framed  as 
to  avoid  this  distinction.  But  every  one  who 
buys  and  seUs,  however  small  his  profits,  com- 
pared to  his  other  income,  and  however  few  the 
instances  of  his  buving  and  selling,  is  liable  to 
be  a  bankrupt,  unless  he  comes  within  some 
one  of  the  particular  exceptions.  But,  although 
none  but  merchants  are  entitied  to  partake  of 
what  are  called  the  benefits  of  this  utw,  yet  it 
is  fkr  firom  the  fact  that  no  other  class  of  the 
conununity  is  affected  by  it.  By  the  English 
system,  buying  and  selling  horses  will  subject 
the  fEurmer  to  bankruptcy ;  and  a  brick-maker 
who  rents  a  piece  of  land  and  makes  and  sells 
bricks,  will  also  be  liable.  The  reason  of  these 
cases  will  subject  persons  to  the  operation  of 
this  bill  who  little  apprehend  sucn  a  conse- 
quence. 

There  was  another  objection  to  the  bill  of  no 
small  importance.  It  was  an  objection  of  a 
negative  character,  for  the  bill  contained  no 
provision  that  a  corporation,  for  instance  a 
bank,  should  be  a  bankrupt — and  this  provision, 
whenever  such  a  bill  was  about  to  be  passed, 
ought  to  stand  at  the  head  of  it.  If  there  ex- 
isted any  case  in  which  such  a  law  would  be 
Justifiable  and  expedient,  it  would  be  in  the  case 
of  a  banking  corporation.  It  was  a  duty  im- 
posed on  Congress  by  the  constitution,  to  regu- 
late the  currency  of  the  country,  and  they 
ought  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  restore  sound- 
ness to  the  currency  of  the  United  States.  But 
instead  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  banking  corporations,  it  was  restricted  to 
merchants,  traaers,  and  such  others  as  were 
specifically  enumerated. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  principles  of  tho 
bill  were  an  invasion  upon  the  rights  of  man — 
and  he  would  first  pay  attention  to  the  weaker 
sex.  It  was  an  unquestionable  error  of  the  com- 
mon law  that  it  did  not  sufficiently  guard  the 
Just  rights  of  the  fairer  part  of  the  creation. 
By  marriage  the  husband  acquires  the  whole 
personal  estate  of  the  wife,  and,  if  he  becomes 
entitied  to  take  as  tenant  by  the  courtesy,  he 
has  the  whole  of  his  real  estate  during  his  life ; 
whereas,  if  she  survives  him,  she  takes  only 
one-third  part  of  his  lands  for  life,  as  dower, 
and  a  part  of  his  personal  estate,  which  is  fixed 
by  law. 

In  Virginia,  a  man  without  a  cent  marries  a 
lady  having  one  hundred  slaves ;  if  she  dies  to- 
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morrow,  the  sLaves  are  all  his ;  but  Bhonld  he 
die  to-morrow,  and  she  survive,  she  gets  back 
one-t^ird  of  her  own  slaves  for  her  life  only. 
This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  monstrous  iigustice. 
and  it  would  be  still  more  monstrous  to  extend 
tibe  evil  instead  of  applying  a  remedy.  Yet, 
such  would  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  ten- 
dency of  the  bill.  Instead  of  softening  the 
rigor  of  the  common  law,  it  gave  new  severity, 
and  impaired  those  few  privileges  of  women 
which  the  common  law  and  laws  of  the  States 
had  left  By  the  common  law,  choees  in  action, 
such  as  debts,  stocks,  and  the  like,  survived  to 
the  wife  in  case  the  husband  did  not  reduce 
them  to  possession  during  his  life.  But^  by  this 
bill,  the  assignees  may  come  in,  and  sweep  away 
from  her  all  that  the  delicacy,  or  honor,  or 
sense  of  justice  of  her  husband  had  spared.  It 
takes  for  the  payment  of  the  husband's  debts 
what  does  not  yet  belong  to  the  husband — ^what 
would  survive  to  the  wue  if  she  should  outlive 
the  husband ;  and  thus  adds  to  the  injustice  of 
the  common  law.  By  the  Spanish  law,  when 
the  husband  was  made  a  bankrupt,  the  wife 
was  entitled  to  dower.  It  was  a  provision 
characteristic  of  the  chivalry  of  a  gallant  na- 
tion, and  deserving  of  example.  If  the  law, 
said  Mr.  Smyth,  is  to  be  made  for  the  mer- 
chants and  for  their  benefit  alone — then,  on 
them  only  should  it  operate.  But  how  does  it 
stand?  I  represent,  said  he,  a  large  district, 
which  contains  fifl^-five  persons  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits — merchants,  pedlars,  and 
merchants'  clerks,  and  near  ten  thousand  per- 
sons employed  in  agriculture.  The  fifty-five 
are,  to  those  engaged  in  agriculture,  as  one  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  If,  indeed,  t^at  smaU 
proportion  wished  for  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  they  only  were  to  be  affected  by  it,  it  would 
not  be  so  objectionable.  But  the  dimculty  is, 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  oonmiunity  must  severe- 
ly feel  its  effects.  A  merchant  becomes  bank- 
rupt at  Bichmond,  and  has  a  debtor  four  hun- 
dred miles  in  the  interior,  who  is  dragged  that 
whole  distance  to  answer  to  such  interrogatories 
as  the  oommissionerB  may,  in  their  wisdom,  see 
fit  to  propoxmd.  A^atn — ^if  he  disputes  the 
claim  made  against  hun,  he  is  liable  to  a  heavy 
punishment  by  forfeiture  of  double  the  value 
of  the  debt  claimed,  on  the  groxmd  of  conceal- 
ment. Nor  is  this  alL  The  doors  of  any  man 
in  the  community  may  be  broken  open  on  sus- 
picion, either  real  or  pretended,  that  the  bank- 
rupt is  within.  The  sanctuary  of  private  re- 
Cis  liable  to  invasion,  and  so  far  from  his 
e  beine  his  castle,  according  to  the  maxim 
of  the  English  law.  it  is  subject  to  be  violated 
by  every  minion  of  authority.  In  England  no 
one  can,  at  any  tune,  break  and  enter  but  the 
sheriff.  He  is  a  known  public  officer.  But 
here  the  person  who  is  to  exercise  this  great 
power  is  not  even  sworn.  He  is  the  creature 
of  the  conmodssioners,  and  he  derives  from  them 
his  authority.  Sworn  officers  cannot  be  had. 
It  would  require  one  thousand  in  the  United 
States  duly  to  execute  this  system ;  yet  to  these 


unsworn  and  irresponsible  persons  is  confided 
this  tremendous  power.  Again — a  tmstee  un- 
dertakes, with  the  most  benevolent  motives,  to 
manage  an  estate.  Within  ten  days  he  must 
disclose  it,  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  althou^ 
through  ignorance,  not  knowing  it  to  be  & 
duty  to  disclose  the  trust,  yet  he  is  liable  to  a 
heavy  forfeiture  of  twice  the  value.  The  &rm- ' 
er9,  sdso,  are  subjected  to  another  great  iDocm- 
venience.  When  they  contract  a  debt  with  a 
merchant  in  the  same  State,  they  are  liable  to 
be  sued  only  before  the  State  courts — ^but,  by  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  on  the  part  of  the  merduuit, 
they  will  become  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
federal  court,  and  subjected  to  all  tiie  increase 
of  cost,  trouble,  and  expense,  that  must  neces- 
sarily attend  it.  This  bill  violates  the  rules  of 
evidence.  It  gives  a  remedy  for  a  single  con- 
tract debt)  ba^^ed  by  the  statute  of  limitati(«af 
on  the  mere  affidavit  of  the  creditor,  and  on 
such  an  affidavit  of  such  a  debt,  tJie  person 
against  whom  it  is  chdmed  may  be  declared  a 
bankrupt.  A  certified  copy  of  the  commission 
and  assignment  is  made  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  party  is  a  bankrupt,  although  declared 
so  without  a  hearing,  and  in  his  absence. 

But  it  had  been  urged  as  a  strong  argument 
in  favor  of  the  law,  tiiat  it  provides  a  relief  for 
the  unfortunate  debtor.    If  this  suggestionwere 
founded  in  fact,  he  should  look  to  l£e  bill  with 
a  more  favorable  eye.    But  he  had  examined  it 
with  attention,  and  he  could  find  nothing  in  it 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  debtor.    It  was  alto- 
gether in  favor  cff  the  wealthy  merchants.  This 
would  be  found  in  every  section.    So  far  from 
being  favorable  to  the  debtors,  it  was  hard  and 
cruel  and  severe  upon  them,  especially  those  of 
the  middling  clas&    Mr.  S.  would  agree  that 
those  who  were  now  insolvent  were  anxious  for 
its  passage ;  but  if  they  thought  it  could  afford 
them  relief  they  deluded  themselves.    They 
were  not  included  in  its  provisions.    The  law 
did  not  apply  to  those  who  were  already  insol- 
vent.   To  take  the  benefit  of  it  they  must  be 
^actually  using"  the  trade  of  merchandise. 
But  those  who  have  already  fiuled,  cannot  be 
said  to  use,  in  the  present  tense,  the  trade  of 
merchandise.     That  time  has  passed  by—- or 
should  they  undertake  it  again,  yet  they  would 
be  cut  off  by  another  provision — ^for  those  who 
may  have  become  traders,  for  the  puxpose  of 
taking  the  benefit  of  the  law,  are,  by  the  84th 
section,  specially  excluded  from  it.    All  present 
insolvents,  who  are  not  now  traders,  are  forbid- 
den to  expect  protection  from  a  certificate  ob- 
tained hereafter.    Their  hopes  are  blasted.     A 
certificate  will  yield  them  no  protection ;  and, 
what  is  worse,  this  question  may  be  raised  in 
every  case,    ^ot  \a  the  certificate  available,  if 
thwe  has  been  fraud  or  concealment,  which  of 
course  is  liable  to  endless  question.  Again :  The 
bankrupt  is  not  entitled  to  a  certificate,  unless 
the  commissioners  will  certify  that  he  has  made 
a  fall  discovery.    This  admits  of  great  latitude 
of  construction.    They  must  certify  positively 
in  a  case  in  which  positive  knowledge  is  difficult 
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to  obtain,  and  the  want  of  which  nothing  else 
can  supply^. 

There  was  no  ooostitntional  power,  Mr.  S. 
contended,  to  discharge  a  man  iram  his  debts. 
This  was  a  Gk>yemment  of  delegated  powers. 
It  was  not  like  original  sovereign  States  who 
had  all  powers ;  bat  snch  powers  as  were  not 
ezpressly^  given,  were  reserved.    The  question 
then  here  is,  where  is  the  oonstitational  author- 
ity to  take  the  property  of  A  and  to  give  it  to 
B  !    Is  such  a  power  expressly  ^ven  ?    No ;  it 
will  not  be  pretended.    Is  it  g^ven  by  impli- 
cation ?    No ;  it  is  forbidden  by  strong  impli- 
cation.   The  States  were  prohibited  from  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts ;  and  can  the 
General  Grovemment  prescribe  to  others  moral 
obligations  to  which  it  is  not  bound  itself  to 
yield  obedience  ?    Can  Congress  say  that,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  a  law,  a  horse  belong- 
ing to  A  shall  belong  to  B  9   Such  an  act  would 
be  a  violation  of  those  social  and  fundamental 
principles  on  which  the  Gx>vemment  is  based, 
and  by  which  it  is  held  together.    Such  an  act 
would  be  not  only  beyond  the  power  of  a  Legis- 
lature, but  even  a  constitution ;  or  the  people 
themselves  could  never  sanction  it    The  obli- 
gations of  justice  and  right  are  paramount  to 
all  others.    Even  the  people,  in  their  primary 
and  collective  capacity,  have  no  power  to  divest 
individuals  of  their  rights  or  property,    A  debt 
is  property,  and  is  subject  to  the  same  rules, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  protec- 
tion.   It  is  provided  that  this  Government  can- 
not take  private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
out giving  to  the  owner  a  fair  and  adequate 
compensation.    It  is  also  true,  as  I  contend, 
that  Government  cannot  take  private  property 
for  private  use,  even  with  compensation,  mndi 
less  without  it.    No'Govemment  has  the  moral 
right  to  do  iigjustice  of  this  kind.    It  may  have 
the  power  to  effect  it,  but  to  exert  that  power 
would  be  an  act  of  tyranny. 
^  The  insolvent  laws  of  die  States  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved, were  preferable  to  a  general  svstem. 
They  were  adapted  to  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  those  on  whom  they  were  to  operate ; 
whereas,  this  law  was  of  an  arbitrary  character 
— it  was  cruel,  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
a  free  and  generous  people.    We  ought  not  to 
familiarize  ourselves  to  laws  of  this  kind.    It 
was  a  part  of  our  constitution  that  excessive 
fines  shonld  not  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  punish- 
ments inflicted.  And  yet,  turn  to  the  nineteenth 
section  of  the  actw  and  you  find  four  several 
offences  which  a  oankrupt  may  commit,  pun- 
ished with  ten  years'  imprisonment.    Is  this  in 
the  spirit  of  our  humane  institutions  ?    The  or- 
dinary punishment  for  peijury  is  three  years' 
imprisonment ;  but,  in  the  case  of  a  baiJooipt 
committing  perjury,  the  punishment  is  ten  years' 
imprisonment ;  ana,  such  are  the  singular  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  that,  wherever  the  debtor  or 
his  friends  swear  false,  the  false  oadi  is  declared 
perjury ;  but  wherever  the  creditor  or  his  friends 
iwear  fialse,  it  is  no  offence  at  all,  as,  on  examin- 
ing the  second,  fifth,  seventh,  twenty-first,  and 
Vou  YIL— 16 


thirty-sixth  sections,  you  will  perceive.  At 
least,  it  is  made  no  offence  by  this  bill.  Is  this 
.equal  and  exact  justice  ?  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  other  harsh  features  and  excessive  forfeitures 
that  the  bill  provided,  among  which  was  $1,000 
for  concealing,  or  even  receiving  the  bankrupt. 
Suppose  a  kind  and  indulgent  father  is  reduced 
from  affluence,  and  seeks  protection  from  pur- 
suit under  the  roof  of  an  affectionate  son — a 
son  who  had  been  supported  by  his  tenderness 
and  nurtured  by  his  care.  He  appears  at  the 
gate,  and  asks  for  admittance.  Shall  the  son 
refuse  him  t  If  he  receive  him,  he  is  ruined. 
The  fine  that  hangs  over  him  beggars  him  and 
his  children.  If  he  denies  him  he  agonizes  his 
own  heart,  and  stains  his  reputation  with  black 
ingratitude.  And  shall  a  law  be  passed  making 
filud  piety  a  crime — a  law  which  cannot  be 
obeyed  without  incurring  dishonor  ?  It  was  a 
cruel  and  iniquitous  system.  But,  by  these  re- 
marks, he  would  not  be  understood  to  iinpli- 
cate,  in  the  remotest  degree,  the  gentleman  (Ah*. 
Sebqeaiyt)  by  whom  the  bill  was  reported.  It 
was  taken  from  the  British  law,  and  remodelled 
after  the  act  of  1800.  Not  a  clause  of  it  was 
from  the  pen  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. A  difficulty  lay  in  the  system,  it  being 
the  English  system,  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  human  capacity  to  render  beneficial 
to  society.  It  was  a  system  calculated  only  to 
fill  the  pocket  of  the  merchant  creditor ;  an<L 
by  referring  to  the  details  of  the  bilL  it  would 
be  seen  that  many  of  the  enormous  lorfeitures 
and  penalties  which  it  prescribed,  went  to  the 
use  of  the  creditors,  so  that  they  might  even 
grow  rich  upon  the  violations  of  the  law.  Every 
thing  was  brought  within  the  creditor's  grasp. 
Not  even  the  KcibeM  eormts  was  spared ;  that 
constitutional  safeguard  of  our  rights  was  liable, 
by  the  fortieth  section,  to  be  suspended,  and 
the  security  it  yields  destroyed.  Tne  course  of 
the  administration  of  justice  was  to  be  changed; 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  to  take  th^ 
place  of  the  State  tribunals,  and  a  new  and 
productive  source  of  litigation  to  be  opened. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  speedy,  so  far  as  it  regard- 
ed the  man,  for  he  would  be  speedily  destroyed; 
but  not  so  the  cause.  The  old  law  was  in  oper- 
ation but  eighteen  months,  and  yet  eighteen 
years  did  not  terminate  aU  the  cases  that  arose 
under  it.  It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ssbgbaitt,)  that  that 
act  was  a  party  measure.  He  (Mr.  Sktth) 
would  agree  that  it  was  so  in  its  enaction,  but 
not  so  in  its  repeal ;  and  he  adverted  to  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  the  question,  to  prove  that 
it  was  repealed  bj  a  large  mijorily  of  both 
parties. 

But  there  was  another  constitutional  obieo- 
tion  that,  to  his  mind,  was  insuperable.  The 
constitution  provides  that  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  the  Su« 
preme  Court,  and  such  courts  as  Congress  shall 
from  time  t^  time,  ordain  and  establish ;  and 
that  the  Judges  shall  be  independent  in  the 
tenure  of  their  office,  and  shall  receive  a  fixied 
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compensation.  Under  this  bill,  a  large  number 
(probably  not  less  than  8,000)  of  jadges  are  to 
be  appointed,  by  the  name  of  conmiissioners. 
These  persons  will  be  in  fact  judges.  Judicial 
powers  are  confided  to  them,  and  they  have 
been  recognized  in  England  as  courts  of  justice, 
exercising  equitable  powers.  Their  courts  are 
not  indeed  courts  of  record  in  that  country,  but 
they  would  be  so  here,  for  copies  of  their  pro- 
ceedings are  made  evidence.  By  the  express 
terms  of  the  bill  they  are  recognized  as  exer- 
cising judicial  power.  They  are  said  to  ^^  ad- 
judge," and  their  acts  are  spoken  of  as  *' judg- 
ments." A  judge  is  he  who  applies  the  law  to 
the  facts  of  a  particular  case,  and  declares  the 
result  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  that  declara- 
tion which  divests  a  man  of  property  and  liber- 
ty in  pursuance  of  a  law,  is  a  jfudgment? 
Then,  if  these  commisenoners  exercise  judicial 

Sower,  they  cannot  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
ent  alone ;  th^  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is 
also  necessary.  Their  tenure  of  ofSce  should 
also  be  during  good  behavior,  and,  instead  of 
receiving  hireSng  wages,  at  five  dollars  per  day, 
as  the  bOl  provides^  mey  should  have  a  com- 
pensation pursuant  to  the  constitution,  which 
should  be  neither  increased  nor  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office. 

In  addition  to  all  these  objections,  there  was 
another,  which  to  his  mind  was  of  still  greater 
importance.  It  was  an  objection  that  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  our  free  and  equal  institutions. 
This  bill  proposed  to  incorporate  the  mercantile 
community  with  a  system  of  laws  peculiar  to 
themselves — ^to  embody  them  together,  and  to 
separate  them  from  die  rest  of  the  community. 
It  was  calculated  to  subject  the  middling  class 
of  traders  to  the  power  of  the  wealthy  mer- 
chants, and  to  give  to  the  latter  distinctive  and 
corporate  powers.  They  would  be  as  com- 
pletely a  corporation  as  tiie  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  ?  The 
merchants  have  already,  as  one  of  them  for- 
merly told  us  on  this  floor,  nineteen-twentiethB 
of  the  movable  property  in  the  country,  and 
aU  the  banks.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
banks  would  govern  the  city  merchants,  the 
city  merchants  would  control  the  merchants  of 
the  country,  and  the  latter,  in  their  turn,  would 
give  law  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  Of  all 
aristocraciea,  a  moneyed  aristocracy  was  most 
to  be  avoided — and  never  could  it  be  wise  in 
this  Government  to  amalgamate  the  force  of 
this  powerful  order,  and  give  to  it  an  interest 
and  «ympathy  diverse  from  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple. If,  unfortunately,  such  a  body  should  be 
80  organized,  it  was  not  difficult  to  discern  that 
they  would,  ere  long,  fix  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  control  its  destinies. 


TuiESDAT,  January  29. 

Carver's  Grant 

The  House  then  agreed  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Ur.  Walwobth,  calling  for   information  re- 


specting the  pretended  titles  of  the  heirs  d 
Jonathan  Carver,  of  certain  lands  near  th« 
falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi  Biver. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  frauds  were  committed, 
and  innocent  purchaijers  drawn  in  by  persoDs 
pretending  to  a  title  to  these  lands.  Hia 
object  was,  that  sudi  information  migbt  be 
given,  through  the  medium  of  this  Hoose,  as ' 
might  forewarn  purchasers  of  the  falsity  of  the 
title. 

Mr.  Golden  thought  it  improper  for  this 
House  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  questioDB 
of  title.  He  would  not  even  take  a  conise  that 
might  prepossess  public  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other  on  such  a  question.  It  was  a  matter  not 
within  the  province  of  Congress.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ^^pre- 
tended,*' and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "daun," 
the  words  "made  by,"  before  the  words  ^'the 
heirs." 

The  amendment  prevailed,  and  after  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  Tbaot,  who  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  even  making  an  inquiry  into  this  tide 
more  than  into  titles  to  other  lands  claimed  by 
individuals,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
resolution  adopted. 

General  Jackson  and  Judge  Fremeatin, 

A  Message  received  yesterday,  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  Uhited  States,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  HwM  of  Hepneentatiffea  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  8d  instant 
I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  vidi 
all  the  docoments  relating  to  the  mismidentaDding 
between  General  Jackson,  while  acting  as  Gorenor 
of  the  Floridas,  and  Elegins  Fromentio,  jndge  of  ft 
court  therein ;  and  also  of  the  oorrespondeooe  be- 
tween ^e  Secretaiy  of  State  and  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  His  Catbolio  Majes^,  on  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  that  Territory,  in  execution  of  the  powen 
vested  in  the  Governor  by  the  Executive,  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session,  for  carrying  into  eflfoct  the 
late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spaia- 
Being  always  desirons  to  communicate  to  Congrei^ 
or  to  either  House,  all  the  information  in  the  pot^ 
session  of  the  £xecative  respecting  any  impoitH^ 
interest  of  our  Union,  which  may  be  commnnicfttM 
without  real  injury  to  our  constituents,  and  which 
can  rarely  happen,  except  in  negotiatioDS  pendiiig 
with  foreign  powers ;  and  deeming  it  more  conofltent 
with  the  principles  of  our  Goremment,  in  cases  sab- 
mitted  to  my  discretion,  as  in  the  present  instuice,  to 
hazard  error  by  the  freedom  of  the  communicstkm 
rather  than  by  withholding  any  portion  of  infoj" 
mation  belonging  to  the  subject,  I  have  thon^ 
proper  to  communicate  every  document  omiprisw 
within  this  caU.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  January  28,  1822. 

Mr.  yfmnLLS  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
with  the  docoments  accompanymg  the  same,  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  with  in- 
structions to  designate  m  their  report  soeh 
parts  thereof  as,  in  their  opinion,  it  might  be 
proper  to  publish.  , 

Mr.  Baldwin  thought  the  part  which  reWM 
to  any  controversy  betwoen  General  Jackson 
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and  Jndge  Fromentin  abonld  be  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  line  Jndiciary,  and  the  reddne 
odIj  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Ur.  WuoHT  wished  to  refer  it  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affiftirs,  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
to  tbe  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary.  Messrs. 
WisriELD  and  Sebobaitt  thought,  if  one  part 
of  tiie  oommonication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
fflittee  on  the  Judioiarj,  because  Judge  Fro- 
mentin was  concerned  in  it,  the  correspondent 
part  of  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  because  it  related  to  Qten- 
ml  Jackson ;  so  between  both  committees,  the 
one  laying  hold  of  the  Judge,  and  the  other  of 
the  General,  they  might  perhaps  be  kept  apart. 

Ur.  Wood  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
itate  of  the  Union;  but  the  question  was  at 
length  taken,  and  the  motion  preyailed  to  lay 
the  whole  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TnoEEB,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that 
the  communication  and  documents  be  printed ; 
vMch,  after  remarks  thereon  by  the  mover, 
•  md  Messrs.  CAimoK,  F.  Joms,  Maixabt,  and 
Auor,  of  Tennessee,  was  carried,  as  to  each 
brandi  of  the  documents  communicated.* 

•The  eoDlalon  with  the  Jadge,  Fromentio,  grew  out  of 
fte  aflktr  of  GoTemor  CtUaTft,  and  of  the  Jndge*!  attempt 
to  TCletM  him  from  the  calaboose  by  writ  othabMS  eorput. 
On  bearing  of  that  attempt  the  Judge  waa  required  to  ap- 
pear before  OoTomor  Jackson,  forthwith,  *'to  show  eanso 
wbf  ba  has  attempted  to  Intexftre  with  my  authority  as 
fierernor  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Oap- 
tib  Oenctal  and  Intendant  of  the  Island  of  Onba,  or 
■Id  piorinees  respectlTely,  in  my  judicial  capacity  as  sn- 
|nia«  Ju^  OTor  the  same,  and  as  chancellor  thereot"  Tho 
'•dga  appeared  accordingly,  and  Oovemor  Jackson  having 
mlenlood  tbe  Judge  to  confess  to  error  In  issuing  tho  writ, 
al  pranisli^  not  to  do  so  again,  he  accepts  the  declaration 
*•  tt  ipology,  and  released  the  Judge ;  but  Judge  Fromen- 
Hb  baring  denM  the  apology,  a  most  Tlolent  contest  took 
k  phee  between  them,  in  which  the  legality  of  the  Govmor'A 
Mntect,  both  with  reepoct  to  CallaTa,  was  vehemently  dls- 
yiled,  and  carried  the  Judge,  Fromentin,  before  the  Presi- 
deiL  The  Judge  JustUled  his  issue  of  the  writ  upon  the 
WDOMm  law,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  his  own 
wiwniaBlon  as  a  United  States  Territorial  Judge,  and  tho 
■et  of  Congress  of  1789,  authorizing  all  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  Issue  this  remedial  writ  Oovemor  Jack- 
Hi  mswered  him,  that  the  constitution  and  none  of  these 
^tn  extended  to  the  Territory— that  only  two  acts  of  Con- 
pea  bad  been  extended  to  it,  one  for  the  coUeetlon  of  the 
"veone,  and  tho  other  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  slaves 
1^ abroad;  and  that  he  (Judge  Fromentin)  must  oonflne 
^fuNlf  to  the  exeention  of  these  two  acts.  It  was  the 
kAioD  during  General  Jackson's  public  Ufe  to  decry  him  as 
%Mniit  and  rash ;  yet  no  officer,  called  upon  so  often  to 
Aadde  on  questions  of  national,  municipal,  or  constitutional 
(n^aBd all  upon  the  Instant,  and  in  camps,  or  on  the  fron- 
ifea,  eoold  have  decided  so  correctly.  And  so  in  this  csso 
tf  fromentin.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  an- 
l*md  his  complaint,  and  in  the  very  words  which  Gov- 
*Mr  Jadcaon  had  used,  saying:  "I  am  directed  by  the 
'ntident  to  inform  you  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
lelitfTO  to  the  revenue  and  Its  collection,  and  those  relating 
te  tbe  ibiTe  trade,  having  been  the  only  ones  extended  by 
*^  «f  Congress  to  the  Territories  of  Florida,  it  was  to  the 


Thttssdat,  January  81. 

Vaccination^  Ac 

Mr.  BuBTON,  of  North  Oarolina^  rose,  and 
said  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he 
claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  on  any  suhject,  when  he  re- 
memhered  the  manner  in  which  the  tahle  had 
heen  crowded  for  several  weeks  past ;  but  he 
assured  the  House  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  add  to  the  present  herculean  task  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  For  all  those  gentle- 
men, said  he,  I  haye  the  highest  respect ;  and 
believing  that  they  have  fbll  employment  al- 
ready, I  shall  endeavor  to  show  my  respect  in 
some  other  way  than  by,adding  to  their  labors. 
Thus  far  in  the  present  session  I  have  remained 
silent ;  from  which  course  I  should  not  have 
departed,  in  the  present  instance,  but  trom  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty.  The  substance  of  the 
resolution  which  I  propose  to  offer  is,  that  a  se- 
lect committee  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law  for 
the  encouragement  of  vaccination,  passed  in 
the  year  1818.  I  have  no  doubt  but  thai  tins 
law  originated  from  the  purest  principle  of  be- 
nevolence, since  it  has  for  its  object  to  guard 
the  human  family  against  one  of  the  most  fatal 
diseases  to  which  we  are  incident — ^I  mean  the 
small-pox.  But^  notwithstanding  I  have  before 
stated  that  I  beheve  that  this  law  sprang  from 
the  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  yet  it  is 
likely  to  prove  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
which  has  for  several  years  befallen  that  part 
of  the  country  in  which  I  reside.    I  have  no 

execution  of  these  only  that  your  commission  as  a  United 
States  judge  was  intended  to  apply.  In  the  execution  of 
these  laws,  in  youx  judicial  capacity,  the  Governor  (JadL- 
son)  has  been  Informed  that  you  are  considered  only 
amenable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  And 
thus,  the  constitution,  and  all  the  habeas  corpus  laws  of  the 
United  States  with  which  the  Judge  had  fortified  himseU; 
were  taken  from  around  him ;  and  in  every  thing  except 
administering  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade  laws,  he  was 
left  to  the  authority  of  the  Captain  General  and  Intendant  of 
Cuba,  in  his  supreme  executive,  legislative,  judicial,  clv11,and 
militaxy  powers.  By  way  of  easing  the  Judge  down,  a  com- 
pllment  was  extended  on  the  integrity  of  his  motives,  while 
regretting  the  collision  which  had  resulted  from  his  mis- 
taken Invocation  ot  the  constitution  and  the  hdbMi  eorpu$ 
statutes.  Thus :  **  In  the  different  view  which  yon  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  President  Is  persuaded  that  your 
motives  and  intentions  were  entirely  pure,  though  he  deep- 
ly regrets  the  collision  of  authority,  and  the  misunderstand- 
ing which  has  arisen  between  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
and  youiself^^—Xetter  o/  October  26^^  1821. 

I  deem  these  trsnsactlons  in  Florida,  and  the  act  for  Its 
temporary  government,  the  strongest  illustratlohs  of  the 
difference  between  States  and  Territories  which  can  be  de- 
vised. The  temporary  government  was  itself  a  continuation 
of  the  Spanish  government,  and  intended  to  be  independent 
of  our  constitution.  That  was  decided  by  a  direct  vote,  as 
well  as  shown  by  the  act  When  the  bill  was  under  dis- 
cussion, Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a  proviao,  that 
the  govommont  established  by  It,  should  '^noibs  incom>- 
paUble  with  ths  CknuMiuHon  qfths  VhtUd  Statet;*'  whloh 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 
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wish  to  make  an  attack  upon  Dr.  Smith,  of 
Baltimore,  (the  vaccine  agent,  under  that  law,) 
or  any  other  gentleman,  without  giving  him  a 
fair  opportnni^  of  defending  himself.  But 
this  much  will  I  say,  that  by  some  strange  acci- 
dent that  disease  has  been  introduced  into 
North  Carolina,  and  has  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  been  scattered  for  several  miles  around. 
How  this  happened,  no  satis&otory  account  has 
been  rendered.  Some  deaths  have  taken  place, 
and  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  country 
are  in  a  state  of  alarm  and  consternation,  more 
easily  imagined  than  described.  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  any  feeble  effort,  on  my  part,  would 
fiill  very  far  short  of  reality.  I  wiish  a  select 
committee  to  be  appointed,  who  are  capable  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject. 
And  if  there  has  been  any  fault  on  the  part  of 
the  agent,  that  he  should  not  have  it  in  his 
power  a^ln  to  do  ftirther  injury  under  the 
sanction  of  the  law.  And  if^  on  the  other 
band,  there  has  been  no  fault  on  his  part,  he 
should  be  reinstated  to  public  confidence,  which 
has  been  much  shaken  by  the  late  transaction. 
Mr.  B.'8  resolution  was  in  the  following  words : 

lUsdlvedf  That  a  aelect  ocnmnittee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law 
passed  in  the  year  A  D.  1818,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  enooorage  vaccination." 

Mr.  Little  made  a  few  observations  ex- 
pressive of  his  high  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  professional  tidents  and  experience  of  Br. 
Smith,  whose  conduct  had  been  impeached; 
and  believing  that  an  investigation  would  prove 
that  confidence  to  have  been  well  founded,  he 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Floyd  thought  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  could  not  be  easUy  arrived  at  by 
a  committee  of  this  House.  Thinking,  as  he 
did,  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  entertaining  the  ideas 
which  he  did  of  the  benefits  he  had  rendered 
to  his  country,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed  such  an 
investigation  would  be  beneficial  to  Dr.  Smith. 
It  was  as  likely,  he  suggested,  that  the  smsJl- 
pox  had  been  introduced  into  North  Carolina 
by  some  North  Oarolinian,  as  by  any  mistake  of 
the  vaccine  agent.  The  latter  had  no  motive 
to  destroy  his  own  occupation,  but  every  pos- 
sible inducement  to  conduct  the  agency  with 
integrity,  care,  and  skill.  He  had  at  first 
thought  it  best  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on 
the  table  a  few  days,  until  the  subject  which 
was  now  undergoing  discussion  and  consider- 
ation was  more  attentively  examined ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  as  the  question  had  been  moved, 
he  would  make  no  objection  to  its  immediate 
adoption*  

Thubsdat,  February  7. 

Letter  from  the  Vaccine  Agent. 

The  Speaxeb  presented  a  letter  from  Doctor 
James  Smith,  Vaccine  Agent,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Little,  was  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  that  subject^  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


'RAunxov^'Fdrwtry  i,  1822. 

Sib:  From  letters  which  I  received  &om  Dr. 
Hnnter,  of  Tarboro',  in  North  Carolina,  I  am  f^ 
persuaded  I  have  discovered  the  cause  of  the  dqi}o> 
rable  events  which  have  happened  there ;  and  I  im 
now  satisfied,  that  they  have  originated  fiom  an  ac- 
cident such  as  never  occurred  before,  and  there  is  do 
danger  that  the  like  will  ever  occur  agsun. 

I  had  a  paper  which  contained  some  small-pax 
scabs,  taken  by  myself  firom  a  person  named  'Whit- 
field, about  4th  October,  1821 ;  and  on  this  paper  I 
had  written  carefnlly,  to  avmd  accidents,  that  it  eoa- 
tained  the  variolous  or  small-pox  matter.  But  Ais 
paper  was  afterwards  raidai^  and,  after  seardifaf 
for  it  in  vain,  I  had  oondnded  it  was  lost,  and  aqh 
posed  it  might  have  been  swept  out  of  i^y  office  m 
other  waste  papers. 

From  the  information,  however,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Hunter,  quoting  the  words  1  had 
written  on  it,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  same 
identical  paper  I  had  lost,  containing  the  small-pox 
scabs,  and  marked  as  such,  was  put  up  in  Dr.  Wild's 
letter  by  some  mistake  or  inadvertence,  instead  of 
the  glasses  of  vaccine  matter  which  I  intended  to 
send  to  him ;  and  which,  ftom  his  letter  to  me,  I 
snpposed  he  had  received  and  used. 

We  may  now,  therefore  safely  conclude,  that  ihe 
Injury  done  is  of  more  limited  extent  than  I  ftared; 
and  every  dtiien  of  North  Carolina  has  it  in  Iib 
power  to  be  secured  finom  it,  if  they  will  use  ths  lac- 
oine  matter  I  have  sent  them. 

Dr.  Hnnter  assures  me  that  the  vaccine  matter  ob- 
tained by  him  from  this  institution,  and  which  hB 
was  using  '*  in  a  general  and  extenuve  vaccination," 
when  he  wrote  me,  19th  ultimo,  was  soch  ss  hB 
knew  to  be  genuine. 

I  hope  you  wiU  be  so  good  as  to  make  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter  known  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives ;  and  I  will  be  happy  to  furnish  yon  or  ai^ 
committee  of  Congress  who  may  be  appointed  to 
make  inquiry  on  this  subject,  with  every  fact  reladqg 
to  it  which  has  or  may  hereafter  ocme  to  mj 
knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c         .        

JAMflS  SMITE 

Hon.  Sfbakeb  of  ike 

ffotm  of  Repreamuaivee. 

Natal  Bill^Suppression  of  Piracy  in  the  Wed 

Indies, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  parti^ 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Kavy  w 
the  United  States,  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  reported  the  bill, 
briefly  stated  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  sup- 
press the  piratical  depredations  that  werecono- 
mitted  upon  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  M^ 
ico,  and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  ofiScers  and  pay  of  the  seamen,  with  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  blanks  for  provisionB 
and  repairs  were  also  severally  filled  with  the 
sums  01  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  SxMiTH  also  moved  to  fill  the  blank  foj 
contingent  expenses,  wit^  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  doUars. 
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Mr.  I^AOT  inquired,  whether  the  whole  Bun 
'WHS  required  for  this  partioular  aervioe,  or 
whether  it  was  intended  to  applj  to  the  general 
expenses  of  the  Naval  Department  ?  If  it  was 
merely  for  this  partioular  servioe,  it  was  a 
large  appropriation,  especially  after  the  liberal 
appropriations  for  provisions  and  repairs.  On 
a  requisition  for  contingent  expenses  bj  a  de- 
partment, he  thought  the  House  ought  at  least 
to  be  possessed  of  some  of  the  principal  and 
ptominent  items  of  expenditure.  He  was  aware 
that  there  were  expenses  to  be  incurred,  that 
oould  not  be  specincallj  named,  or  even  fore- 
seen ;  but  he  thought  it  the  right  of  the  House 
to  understand  something  of  the  outlines  of  the 
expense. 

Mr.  SiOTH  said,  the  object  of  the  appropria- 
tion was  well  understood.  The  sum  of  $280,000 
was  reported  for  the  whole  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Naval  Department,  and  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  proposed  in  the  bill 
was  a  part  of  that  expense,  and  to  be  deducted 
from  it  This  bill  only  contemplated  an  ad- 
vancement for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  pira- 
cies. Mr.  S.  agreed,  that  when  an  expenditure 
ean  be  specified,  it  ought  not  to  be  included 
under  the  head  of  a  contingent  expense. 

Mr.  Lowin>K8  thought  tluit  the  House  should 
not  connder  the  present  appropriation  as  limit- 
ed to  a  specific  object,  but  as  an  advancement 
of  the  general  navy  service.  It  was  part  of  tiie 
annual  appropriation,  but  advanced  at  an  early 
period  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
that  rMuired  it 

Mr.  KA3n>0LPH  would  not  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  present  appropriation,  but  he 
thought  it  proper  to  apprise  the  committee  of 
the  great  doubt  that  existed,  whether,  by  in- 
graf^ng  on  our  naval  system  the  solecism  of 
imperium  in  impeno,  the  Naval  Department 
had  not  greatly  suffered  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  of  Naval  Oommiasioners.  Mr.  B. 
disclaimed  all  personal  considerationa,  and  ex- 
preeaed,  for  those  who  constituted  it,  not  only 
a  cMifidence  in  their  ability  and  integrity,  but 
a  personal  regard.  But  the  difficulty  lay  in  the 
system,  and  he  believed  the  Commissioners 
diemselves  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were 
eouTinced  of  its  inutility,  and  would  concur  in 
abolishing  this  patohworx  in  our  nationid  as- 
tern. He  hoped  that  others,  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  the  subject  would  take  it  into 
consideration,  and  apply  tne  remedy,  which, 
in  his  oninion,  the  evil  called  for. 

Mr.  joHveov,  of  Louisiana,  stated  that  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the 
IhU  on  account  of  the  object  of  it  The  bill  is 
for  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822. 
It  IS  founded  on  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy  of  the  25th  January,  in  reply  to  a  note  of 
that  day,  requesting  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822, 
for  the  naval  service.  It  is  stated  tliat  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  are  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  that  it  is  necessary-  to  equip  a  force  for 
the  protection  of  our  oommaroe.    This  appro- 


priation is  for  the  naval  service  generally.  The 
letter,  with  regard  to  the  naval  force,  is  dated 
28th  January,  in  reply  to  inquiries  of  the  26th, 
with  regard  to  the  piracies.  In  this  it  is  pro- 
posed to  send  out  a  frigate.  This  object  is  t^e 
inducement  for  the  partial  appropriation. 

Mr.  TiOMBLB  had  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  rose  only  to  reply,  in  a  sin^e 
remark,  to  the  oV.)servations  tnat  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ban- 
DOLFH.)  In  the  four  years  he  had  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  floor,  he  had  had  occasion  to  ex* 
amine  into  Uie  office  alluded  to,  and  he  was 
fuUy  convinced,  from  the  examination,  which 
was  scrupulous  and  attentive,  that  Uie  estab- 
lishment of  that  board  bad  saved  millions  to  the 
nation.  It  was  constituted  of  men  who  were 
possessed  not  only  of  ability,  but  of  experience 
and  practical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  on 
which  they  were  employed.  So  fully  satisfied 
was  he  of  the  importance  of  that  board,  that, 
were  he  driven  to  the  necessity  of  voting  to 
abolish  either  that  board,  or  the  head  of  the 
department,  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  continuance  of  the  former. 

Mr.  BAinM)LpH  hoped  he  was  not  understood 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  the  wisdom  of 
any  branch  of  the  sSavy  Department.  But  he 
had  turned  not  an  unobservant  eye  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  believed  tliat  the  bureau,  he  might 
call  it — ^the  office^  wanted  new  modelling. 

2ifr.  TsacBLB  made  a  few  further  observa- 
tions, and  expressed  his  such  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  management  of  that  board,  that  he 
was  led  to  wish  there  could  be  an  army  board 
in  like  manner  established. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  the  blank  filled 
as  proposed,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House. 

In  the  House  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  this  day. 
and  was  subsequentiy  read  a  third  time,  and 


7%6  Banhrupt  BUI 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SsBaEAirr,  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Mallabt,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He  was  opposed  to  its 
leading  principles,  and  could  not  give  his  sup- 

S»rt  to  an^r  measure  which  contained  them* 
y  these  principles  he  meant  such  as  are  found 
in  the  provisions  oi  the  biU,  which  compel  the 
debtor  to  surrender  hia  property  for  the  pro- 
tended benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  exonerate 
the  debtor  from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts. 
He  considered,  that  all  who  were  opposed  to 
any  laws  containing  such  principles,  would  con- 
cur in  the  motion,  and  at  once  bring  the  sub- 
ject to  a  speedy  condosion.  If  a  migority  of 
the  committee  approved  of  this  coone,  much 
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time  -would  be  saved.  It  woidd  be  entirely 
useless  to  legislate  upon  the  details,  -when  the 
bill  itself,  in  the  conclusion,  was  to  be  wholly 
rejected. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
posed system  must  be  great.    The  relations  of 
creditor  and  debtor  would  be  changed.    The 
effects  would  not  be  confined  to  the  mercantile 
dass  of  our  citizens,  but  must  be  universal,  and 
felt  by  the  whole  community.    It  was  then  the 
duty  of  every  one  to  weigh  well  the  subject, 
and  ascertain,  as  far  as  he  had  the  power, 
whether  the  effects  would  be  disastrous  or 
beneficial  to  the  nation.    Not  to  merchants  and 
traders  alone,  but  to  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple.   The  probability  that  spme  good  might  re- 
sult, was  not  sufificient  to  induce  Congress  to 
hazard  the  experiment.    We  oueht  to  be  sure, 
as  far  as  human  foresight  can  determine,  that 
the  proposed  measure  will  prevent  the  fre- 
quency of  bankruptcies,  discourage  the  perpe- 
tration of  fiagrant  frauds,  and  elevate  the  value 
of  national  and  individual  credit.    Its  beneficial 
effects  ought  to  be  most  clearly  shown  by  its 
supporters.    A  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
laws  of  other  nations,  relating  to  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies.     They  have  been   urged  with 
great  zeal  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
rennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbbgeant,)  and  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  produce  the  deepest  impressions. 
He  has  told  the  committee  that  we  should  con- 
sult the  experience  of  foreign  nations  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  whidi  are  interesting  to  our- 
selves.   He  has  told  us  that  commerce  is  essen- 
tially the  same  in  England,  Holland,  France, 
and  Spain,  as  in  the  United  States.    Laws,  by 
those  nations,  ^had  been  adopted  of  a  similar 
character  to  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
Experience  abroad  had  given  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  their  utility.    Mr.  M.  admitted  that, 
although  we  might  often  gain  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages by  consulting  the  laws  and  institutions 
of  other  nations,  yet  their  adoption  in  this 
country  should  be  allowed  with  the  greatest 
caution.    It  was  certainly  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine to  admit,  as. a  matter  of  course,  that 
measures  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
foreign  Governments,  and  had  stood  confirmed 
by  their  experience,  should  be  sanctioned  here, 
llie  preservation  of  good  morals  is  an  object  of 
equal  importance  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  of  England,  yet  those  laws,  which 
have  for  centuries  received  the  approbation  of 
Englishmen,  may  be  illy  calculated  for  this 
country.    Pure  religion  may  be  the  same  in 
France  as  in  the  United  States,  yet  those  laws 
-which,  in  France,  have  been  deemed  necessary 
for  its  promotion,  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  contend  are  adapted  to 
our  condition.    The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  a  deep  interest  in  the  character  and  merits 
of  our  clergy,  but  the  English  laws,  granting 
tithes  for  their  support,  would  receive  no  very 
cordial  welcome  here.    Yet  the  experience  of 
England  and  France  might  be  referred  to  as 
•videnoe  of  their  utility* 


Mr.  M.  observed  he  had  aUuded  to  these  sub- 
jects to  prove  that  the  experience  of  other  na- 
tions would  often  prove  a  fatal  guide  to  oar 
selves.  That,  although  there  might  be  a  variety 
of  interests  of  equal  importance  to  this  ooim- 
try,  and  foreign  nations^  the  nature  of  the  re- 
spective Governments,  and  the  character  aod 
feelings  of  the  people,  required,  or  admitted,  of 
very  different  regulations.  That^  although  the 
United  States  were  as  deeply  concerned  in  codi- 
merce  as  England,  Holland,  France,  or  Spain, 
it  could  not  with  safety  be  inferred  that  their 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  should  bs 
adopted  by  the  American  Government. 


HoNDAT,  February  11. 
Matt  Thefts. 

On  motion  of  3(r.  Fabskllt,  the  Gommitcee 
on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Boads  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  fSuilitat- 
ing  the  means  of  discovering  thef&,  destruction 
ofj  or  opening  and  mutilating  letters,  commit- 
ted by  deputy  postmasters,  their  agents,  and 
mail  carriers;  and  also  into  the  propriety  of 
enacting  severer  and  other  penalties  against 
those  -who  may  be  convicted  of  such  offences. 

Mr.  Fabbeixt  observed,  that  the  insecurity 
of  conveyance  by  the  mail  was  so  general  as  to 
destroy  its  utility.  Complaints  came  loudly 
from  all  quarters.  He  said  he  was  certun  the 
Postmaster  General  had  used  aU  the  care  and 
vigilance  in  his  power  to  detect  and  prerent 
thefts  in  the  post  oflSces;  but  he  has  found 
them  to  be  ineffectual.  Something  surely  can 
be  done,  if  not  to  remedy,  at  least  to  mitigate, 
the  evils  so  loudly  complained  of.  We  all  know 
with  what  ease  the  recommendations  for  offices 
can  be  procured;  these  we  cannot  prevent 
Perhaps  Dy  enabling  the  county  courts  in  which 
the  respective  ofiKcers  are,  to  issue  a  commission 
of  inspection,  or  giving  them  -a  visitorial  power, 
the  fraud  might  be  prevented.  I  have  been  led 
more  particSarly  to  this  sul^eot^  by  informa- 
tion received  from  my  district.  Not  long  since, 
a  sum  of  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  was  sent  in 
a  letter  from  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Salina, 
in  New  York.  This  letter  never  arrived ;  it 
was  traced  to  Buffalo,  but  beyond  that  all  scm- 
tiny  was  useless.  I  have  also  learned  that  a 
letter  containing  two  hundred  and  seventy  dol- 
lars, sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Warren,  in  my 
district,  has  never  been  received.  I  have  hem 
informed  that  another  letter,  sent  from  Mead- 
ville  to  Pittsburg,  has  also  been  lost.  Since  I 
came  here,  I  received  a  small  sum  of  money  for 
a  public  institution  at  Meadville,  which  I  trans- 
mitted by  mail ;  it  has  never  been  received. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  robbery  of  the  mails ; 
these  thefts  must  have  been  committed  by  the 
postmasters.  Indeed,  the  injury  done  tiie  pub- 
lic by  them,  in  this  way,  far  outweighs  that 
done  by  robbery  of  the  mails.  Something,  I 
am  persuaded,  can  be  done  to  render  these 
crimes  less  frequent.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have 
read  of  any  trials  in  England  of  postmasters  for 
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stealing  letters  on  the  waj.  The  trials  are  for 
robberies  of  the  mails,  and  thefts  after  the  letters 
arrive  at  their  destination.  The  latter  part  of  the 
resolation  I  deem  necessary.  The  common  law 
maxim  is,  that  the  pmiishment  ought  to  be  se- 
rere,  in  proportion  to  the  facility  of  commit- 
ting offence.  In  this  case,  the  postmaster  is 
Booladed  in  his  office,  and  he  commits  a  double 
crime — one  agdnst  the  law,  the  other  against 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  natm^  of 
his  office. 

A  modification  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Wal- 
woBTK,  and  s  further  modification  by  Mr.  La- 
THROP,  which  were  severally  assented  to  by  the 
mover  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  which 
brought  it  into  the  shape  in  which  it  is  above 
stated. 

Cvoilixation  of  the  Indiana, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkbsidsnt  of  ths  Uhuxd  States: 

To  ik»  B<mm  of  Representatioet : 

In  oompHanee  with  a  reaolntion  of  the  Hoase  of 
Bepraentatives,  "  reqaestlDg  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Hub  Honae 
any  iDformation  which  he  may  have  of  the  condition 
of  the  several  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
and  the  raeasnres  hitherto  devised  and  pnrsoed  for 
tiieir  drilization,''  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretaiy  of  War. 

JAMES  MOKBOE. 

WAJBHIKGTOir,  JU.  10, 1822. 

Dkpartment  of  Was,  Feb.  8, 1822. 

The  Secretaiy  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  "  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
hud  before  this  House  any  information  which  he  may 
have  of  the  condition  of  the  several  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States,  and  the  progress  of  the 
measores  hitherto  devised  and  pursued  for  their  civ- 
ilization,** has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  ta- 
ble, marked  A,  containing  the  number  of  schools 
established  under  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
within  the  Indian  countiy ;  the  number  of  scholars  at 
eftefa ;  the  time  of  their  commencement,  where  fixed, 
and  by  whom  established ;  with  remarks  on  their 
progress^  present  condition,  &c.  By  reference  to  the 
tabid,  it  will  appear  that  there  are  eleven  principal 
sefaools,  with  three  subordinate  ones,  in  actual  opera- 
tion ;  and  that  there  are  several  in  a  state  of  prepa- 
ration ;  and  that  the  number  of  scholars,  at  the  last 
xetam,  at  the  principal  and  subordinate  schools, 
amovmted  to  five  hundred  and  eight  On  these 
schools  there  has  been  expended  $15,827  56,  of  which 
$7,447  56  have  been  on  account  of  buildings,  and  the 
balance,  $8,380,  on  account  of  the  expense  of  tuition. 
It  is  made  a  condition  of  the  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  the  schools  should  be  ea- 
tabHihed  within  the  Indiai^  country,  and  that  the 
gyttem  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  wridng, 
ttid  ariUmietio,  should,  for  the  boys,  embrace  in- 
stmetion  in  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  mechanic 
arts^  and  for  StB  girls  the  common  domestic  industry 
of  that  sex. 

It  was  thought  advisable,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  system,  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  enlarge 
the  ^here  of  operation  as  experience  should  indicate 


the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  by  which  a  use- 
less expenditure  of  public  money  would  be  avoided, 
and  the  system  adopted  for  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians  have  the  fairest  trial.  Experience  has  thus 
far  justified  those  which  have  been  adopted ;  and  it 
is  accordingly  intended  to  give,  this  year,  a  greater 
activity  to  the  funds,  of  which  a  much  larger  portion 
may  be  applied  to  tuition,  the  necessary  buildings  at 
so  many  points  having  already  been  erected. 

Whether  the  system  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Government,  if  persevered  in,  will  ultimately  bring 
the  Indians  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  can  only 
be  determined  by  time.  It  has  been  in  operation 
too  short  a  period  to  pronounce  with  certainty  an 
the  result  The  present  generation,  which  cannot 
be  greatly  aflfeoted  by  it,  must  pass  away,  and  those 
who  have  been  reared  under  the  present  imtem  of 
education  must  succeed  them,  before  its  efireots  can 
be  fully  tested.  As  far,  however,  as  civilization  may 
depend  on  education  only,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  force  of  circumstances^  it  imdd  seem 
that  there  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  effecting  the 
benevolent  intention  of  the  Government-.  It  may  be 
affirmed,  almost  without  qualification,  that  all  of  the 
tribes  within  our  settlements,  and  near  our  borders, 
are  even  solicitous  for  the  education  of  their  children. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Creeks,  they  have  every 
where  freely  and  cheerfbllv  assented  to  the  establish- 
ment of  schools,  to  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
have  contributed.  The  Choctaws,  in  this  respect, 
have  evinced  the  most  liberal  sfnri^  having  set  aside 
six  thousand  dollars  of  thebr  annuity  in  aid  of  schools 
established  among  them.  The  reports  of  the  teachers 
are  almost  uniformly  favorable,  both  as  to  the  capa- 
city and  docility  of  their  youths.  Their  progress  ap- 
pears to  be  quite  equal  to  that  of  white  children  of 
the  same  age  ;  and  they  appear  to  be  equally  sua- 
ceptible  of  acquiring  habits  of  industry.  At  some  of 
the  establishments  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sup- 
plies are  raised  by  the  labor  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers. 

With  these  indications,  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  little  hazard  in  pronouncing,  that,  with  proper  and 
vigorous  efibrts,  they  may  receive  an  edncatian  equal 
to  that  of  the  laboring  portion  d  our  community. 
Still,  however,  the  interesting  inquiry  remains  to  bo 
solved,  whether  such  an  education  would  lead  them 
to  that  state  of  morality,  civilizatioD,  and  happiness, 
to  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  bring 
them,  or  whether  there  is  not  something  in  their  situ- 
ation, which  presents  insuperable  obstacles  to  such  a 
state  ?  To  answer  this  inquiry,  we  have  but  little  ex- 
perience. There  is  certainly  much  encouragement 
to  hope  for  the  best,  firom  Uie  fact  that  the  Cherokee 
nation,  which  has  made  the  greatest  progress  in  edu- 
cation, has  also  made  the  greatest  towards  this  de- 
sirable state,  but  the  experience  which  it  affords  is 
yet  imperfect  They  have  adopted  some  written  pro- 
visions for  their  government,  to  a  copy  of  which,  with 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stelner,  a  re* 
spectable  Moravian,  who  has  visited  the  nation  at  the 
interval  of  twenty  jrears,  and  states  the  progress  which 
they  have  made  in  that  time,  and  which  accompany 
this  report,  marked  B,  I  would  req>ectful]y  refer  the 
House,  as  furnishing  the  best  testimony  of  the  actual 
progress  which  that  nation  has  made  towards  civiliza- 
tion. The  zeal  of  the  Cherokees  for  improvement, 
and  the  progress  which  they  have  made,  are  further 
evinced  fhnn  the  liberal  providon  for  a  school  fund, 
for  which  the  last  treaty  with  them,  ratified  on  the 
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lOth  of  March,  1819,  stipalates,  and  the  iuA  ihat  there 
are  now  establuhed  in  the  nation  six  schooU,  (two 
of  which  are  upon  the  Lancaeteiian  system,)  contain- 
ing in  the  aggregate  about  two  handled  and  thirty 
scholars.  Notwithstanding  these  favorable  appear- 
ances»  many  obstacles,  difficult  to  be  sormounted,  will 
impede  the  progress  of  the  Indians  to  a  state  of  com- 
plete civilization. 

Withoat  adverting  to  others,  the  political  relation 
which  they  bear  to  ns  is  of  itself  of  sufficient  magni- 
tnde,  if  not  removed,  to  prevent  so  desirable  a  state 
from  being  attained.  We  have  always  treated  them 
as  an  independent  people ;  and,  however  insignificant 
a  .tribe  may  become,  and  however  sorroimaed  by  a 
dense  white  population,  so  long  as  there  are  any  re- 
mains, it  continues  independent  of  our  laws  and  au- 
thority. To  tribes  thus  surrounded,  nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  opposed  to  their  happiness  and  civili- 
zation than  this  state  of  nominal  independence.  It 
has  not  one  of  the  advantages  of  real  independence, 
while  it  has  nearly  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  state  of 
complete  subjugation.  The  consequence  is  inevitable. 
They  lose  the  lofty  spirit  and  heroic  courage  of  the 
savage  state,  without  acquiring  the  virtues  which 
belong  to  the  civilised.  Depressed  in  spirits  and  de- 
bauched in  morals,  they  dwindle  away  through  a 
wretched  existence,  a  nuisance  to  the  surrounding 
country.  Unless  some  system  can  be  devised  gradu- 
ally to  change  this  relation,  and  with  the  pn^gress  of 
education,  to  extend  over  them  our  laws  and  authority, 
it  is  feared  that  all  efforts  to  civilise  them,  whatever 
flattering  appearances  they  may  for  a  time  exhibit, 
must  ultimately  faiL  Tribe  after  tribe  will  sink,  with 
the  progress  of  our  settiements  and  the  pressure  of  our 
population,  into  wretchedness  and  oblivion.  Such  has 
been  their  past  history,  and  such,  without  this  change 
of  political  relation,  it  must  probably  continue  to  be. 
To  e£fect  it  many  difficulties  present  themselves.  It 
will  require  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  States  within  which  the  Indians  may 
reside.  With  a  zealous  and  enlightened  co-operation, 
it  is,  however,  believed  that  all  difficulties  may  be 
surmounted,  and  this  wretched,  but  in  many  respects, 
noble  race,  be  ultimately  brought  within  tiie  pale  of 
civilization.  Preparatory  to  so  radical  a  change  in 
our  relations  towards  them,  the  system  of  education 
which  has  been  adopted,  ou^t  to  be  put  into  exten- 
sive and  active  operation.  This  is  the  foundation  of 
all  other  improvements.  It  ought  gradually  to  be 
followed  with  a  plain  and  simple  system  of  laws  and 

fDvemment,  such  as  has  been  adopted  by  the  Chero- 
ees,  a  proper  compression  of  their  settiements,  and 
a  division  of  landed  property.  By  introducing  grad- 
ually and  judiciously  these  improvements,  thoy  will 
ultimately  attain  such  a  state  iS.  intelligence,  indus- 
try, and  civilization,  as  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
complete  extension  of  our  laws  and  authority  over 
them. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  would  respectAiUy  refer  the 
House  of  Beprenentatives,  for  more  full  and  detailed 
infonnation  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
Indians  in  civilization,  to  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Doctor 
Horse,  which  was  laid  before  the  House  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  22d  January  last 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  Pbuxdemt  ofihBU.8, 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  AfGurs. 


TuxsDAT,  February  12. 

Beorganizatum  of  the  Naioy—FaUe  Comtnietm 
of  the  Furlough  Privilege — MuUipUcation  ^ 
Shore  Employments, 

Mr.  Cocke  rose  to  submit  a  resolution  direct* 
ing  an  lD<]uiry  into  certain  matters  conoerniog 
the  Naval  Establishment.  The  resolution  woidd 
point  out  the  object  which  he  had  in  yiew;  bat 
he  thought  it  important  that  the  House  shoold 
be  adviMd  of  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
offer  the  resolution  for  consideration.  The  act  of 
Congress,  Mr.  C.  said,  directed  that  the  officen 
of  the  Navy  should  receive  but  half  their  moDthly 
pay,  when  not  under  orders  for  actual  service. 
By  a  regulation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
each  officer  attached  to  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment receives  (notwithstanding  the  law)  foil 
pay,  except  when  on  furlough.  He  made  this 
statement  from  an  inspection  of  the  order  itself. 
He  viewed  it  as  a  departure  from  the  law— «i 
evasion  of  the  law  more  reprehenable  thaa  a 
direct  violation  of  it — an  attempt  to  get  roond 
the  law,  such  as  should  never  receive  his  sano- 
tion  whilst  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Thers 
was  another  thing  to  which  he  was  desLroos 
especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  viz :  the  number  of 
separate  stations  at  which  officers  ario  placed, 
having  the  effect  to  increase  their  compensa- 
tions, without  any  correspondent  service  being 
rendered.  At  Norfolk,  for  example,  he  under- 
stood there  were  two  officers  in  independent 
commands,  one  at  the  Navy  Yard,  and  one  at 
the  town.  At  Baltunore  there  was.  he  uoder- 
Btood,  another  commander ;  and,  from  what  in- 
formation he  had  received,  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle  armed  vessel  at  that  port — though  there  is 
a  commander  for  the  station,  who  receives  three 
thousand  dollars  a  year  whilst  living  on  his 
£ftrm,  and  not  attending  to  any  duty  at  alL  He 
wished  also  some  information  respecting  the 
vessels  on  the  Lakes.  He  understood  that 
most  of  them  were  sunk,  and  none  of  them  fit 
for  service ;  notwithstanding  which  a  number 
of  men  were  kept  in  employ  to  take  care  of 
these  sunken  vessels ;  and,  if  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  superior  officer  on  that  station  was 
dubbed  Commodore,  as  if  he  were  commanding 
a  squadron  of  armed  ships  cruising  against  an 
enemy,  and  received  pay  accordingly.  This, 
Mr.  C.  said,  could  not  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  law.  He  wished  also  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  reorganizing  the  Naval 
Establishment,  so  as  not  to  have  a  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  Commissioner  of  the  Navy  toa 
His  friend  from  Kentucky  had  told  the  House, 
the  other  day,  that  millions  had  been  saved  to 
the  Government  by  those  conunissioners.  Hr. 
Cooke  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  understand 
much  about  the  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain what  he  did  know.  He  knew  that  the 
annual  expense  of  that  Board  and  its  clerks,  &c^ 
had  been  twenty  odd  thousand  dollars  per  vear 
since  its  establishment.  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  wanted  counsellors,  Mr.  C.  said  he  thon^t 
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they  miffht  be  obtained  at  a  less  expense  than 
this  to  ttie  Groyemmenty  &o. 

Mr.  0.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

.Beao/red;  That  the  Gomiiuttee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  inatnicted  to  inquire,  and  report,  how  many  naval 
itatioiis  are  occupied  by. the  United  States;  the 
nunber  and  grade  of  the  officers  at  each;  what 
•adi  officer  Im  received  as  pay  and  sabsistence, 
and  what  for  emolnmecits  or  extra  compensation 
fcr  soppoaed  services ;  how  many  have  received  their 
fidl  monthly  pay  who  were  not  in  actoal  service  at 
Ihe  time,  and  by  what  authority  th^  were  so  paid ; 
and  also,  tiiat  they  inqnixe  into  the  expediency  of 
leoiganizing  the  Naval  Establuhment  of  the  United 
Statea. 

Mr.  MoLans,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  mi^e  any 
olyection  to  the  scope  of  the  present  inquiry. 
Bat)  he  said  that  the  mode  whiotL  the  gentie- 
man  had  adopted  was  not  the  proper  mode  of 
obtaining  the  information  he  was  in  quest  of. 
It  did  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  to  fami^  suoh  details 
as  the  resolution  asked  for.  He  would  also 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  al- 
though he  was  sure  the  gentleman^s  motives 
were  of  the  purest  kind,  as  a  general  remark, 
tiiat  there  appeared  to  be  a  rather  un&ir,  if  not 
an  ungenerous,  proceeding  creeping  into  the 
practice  of  this  House;  which  is,  Uiat,  when 
gentlemen  want  information  from  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  they  should  preface 
it  with  an  argument,  calculated  to  affect,  and 
even  to  criminate  public  officers,  founded  on  an 
assumption  of  facts  proposed  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  followed  by  consequences  almost  as 
aerioobs  in  the  public  mind,  as  if  the  facts  assum- 
ed were  known  to  be  true— when,  it  veiy  often 
happened,  that  the  facta,  being  obtained  firom 
the  proper  authority,  were  not  as  had  been  sup- 
posed. He  did  not  say  that  the  fhots  were  not, 
in  this  case,  such  as  they  had  been  represented 
to  be.  But  there  was  one  fact  with  which  he 
was  acquainted,  and  would  state;  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Grovemment,  ^e 
cooatmction  of  the  law  had  beexi,  ttrnt  every  of- 
ficer of  the  Navy  received  pay  until  fiirloughed ; 
because  he  is  in  actual  service,  liable  every 
minute  to  be  called  to  duty,  until  he  is  for- 
loughed.  This  was  the  construction  which  the 
law  bad  universally  received,  and  he  presumed 
it  was  the  proper  construction.  On  the  other 
points,  adverted  to,  he  was  not  as  fully  inform- 
ed, and  had,  in  no  view  of  the  subject,  any  ob- 
fection  to  the  inquiry,  but  to  the  shai^  of  it — 
because  it  devolved  on  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  a  duty  which  did  not  belong  to  them, 
and  becaose  the  resolution,  in  its  present  shape, 
evaded  the  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires 
an  calls  for  information  to  lie  one  day  for  con- 
nderation.  Mr.  MoLajte.  not  intending  to 
shrink  from  such  part  of  the  proposed  inquiry 
as  was  within  the  proper  duty  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
leaving  part  of  it  for  a  separate  inquiry  directed 


to  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Reaalvei,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affain 
be  instmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
organizing the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cooxb, 
as  proposing  an  unnecessary  division  of  his  mo- 
tion into  two  distinct  resolves,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  MoLanx  in  reply — and  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
witiiout  oppontion. 

Thtjbsdat,  February  14. 

Buman  Cflaimi  en  the  Northwest  Ooaet  of 

Ameriea. 

Mr.  Flotd  remarked  that  in  consequence  of 
unofficial  reports  of  the  promulgation  of  an  im- 
perial ukase  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Kussias. 
in  relation  to  the  western  limits  of  the  Uuited 
States,  he  begged  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution : 

JRem>lved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  Ais  Hoose  whether 
any  foreign  Government  has  made  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  teiritdy  of  the  United  States  upon  tiie  coast 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42<'  of  latitude,  and 
to  what  extent ;  whether  any  reg^olations  have  been 
made  by  foreign  powers  aflfecting  the  trade  on  that 
coast ;  and  how  fiur  it  affects  the  interests  of  this  Re- 
pnblic ;  and  whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occi^NitiQn  of  the  Columbia 
Biver. 


Fridat,  February  16. 
PreBervation  qfLive  Oak  Timber. 

Mr.  MoLanx,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florida ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  for  the 
preservation  of  the  timber  of  the  United  States 
in   Florida,**  was   read  the  third  time,  and 


Banke  qfJDepoHt^  Ac. 

The  Bfeakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution  directing  him  to  report 
the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  received  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  have  been  deposited 
since  1st  January,  1818:  the  contracts  under 
which  the  deposits  have  oeen  made;  the  corre- 
spondence relative  thereto ;  the  amount  of  de- 
posits left  in  each,  &c. ;  which  report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  same,  together 
with  the  documents,  be  printed.  A  division  of 
the  question  on  this  motion  being  called  for,  the 
same  was  put  on  so  much  as  proposes  to  cause 
the  said  report  to  be  printed,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Mr.  Taylob  then  moved  that  the  qnestion  on 
the  residae  of  said  motion,  which  proposes  to 
canse  the  documents  to  he  printed,  he  post- 
poned until  Monday  next ;  which  passed  in  the 
affirmative.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Treasubt  Depabtmest,  fa.  14,  1822. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolation  of  the  House  of 
Representatiyes,  directing  tiiat  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
TreMnzy  lay  before  the  Honjse  <*  a  statemeDt  show- 
ing in  what  banks  the  money  received  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  has  been  deposited  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1818;  the  contracts  under  which  said 
deposits  have  been  made ;  the  correspondence  be- 
tween them  and  the  Treasoxy  Department  relative 
thereto ;  the  amount  of  deposits  that  were  to  be  left 
in  each,  in  consideration  of  taking  chaige  of  the 
balance  of  the  money  deposited ;  whether,  in  any  in- 
stance, the  deposits  allowed  for  that  puipose  have 
been  increased,  and  why  such  increase  was  allowed ; 
togetiier  with  copies  of  their  situation  furnished  to 
said  Department  for  the  last  twelve  months  preceding 
such  increase;  whether  any  of  those  bsoiks  have 
failed  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  and  to  what 
amount;  the  statements  made  by  each  for  the  last 
twelve  months  preceding  its  failure ;  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  in  consequence  tiiereof,  to  secure 
the  Government  against  any  losses  resulting  from 
such  failure ;  what  those  measures  have  been,  and  at 
what  expense;  whether,  in  any  instance,  uncurrent 
or  depredated  paper  has  been  received  from  them  or 
any  of  them,  which  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  receive  by  any  agreement  between  such  banks  and 
the  said  Secretary ;  and  whether  any  further  meas- 
ures are  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  transmission  of  the  public  money  £rom 
the  different  receivers  to  a  more  safe  place  of  deposit, 
and,  if  so,  what  plan  is  most  desirable*' — ^I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  several  statements  and  contracts, 
together  with  the  correspondence,  required  by  the 
resolution. 

From  an  examination  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  these  contracts,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  prin- 
cipal inducements  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  them  were— first,  to  increase  the  facilities  of 
making  payment  for  lands  previously  purchased;  and, 
secondly,  to  secure  the  transmission  of  the  public 
money  from  the  places  of  deposit  to  those  where  the 
public  engagements  required  it  to  be  expended,  with 
the  least  derangement  of  the  ordinary  moneyed  tran»- 
actions  of  those  States  from  whence  the  funds  were 
to  be  withdrawn. 

By  statement  X  it  will  be  seen  that  the  debt  due  by 
individuals  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands  had,  be- 
tween the  last  days  of  January,  1815  and  1819, 
been  augmented  from  three  millions  forty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents,  to  sixteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  doUars 
and  fourteen  cents. 

In  the  year  1817,-  most  of  the  banks  in  the  States 
where  the  land  offices  were  established,  and  in  those 
parts  of  other  States  immediately  adjoining  them, 
had  resumed  specie  payments.  In  the  following  year 
a  great  proportion  of  tiiem  stopped  payment ;  and,  in 
the  early  part  of  1819,  the  price  of  lUl  articles  pro- 
duced in  the  Western  States  fell  so  low  as  scarcely  to 
defray  the  expense  of  transportation  to  the  ports  from 
whence  they  were  usually  exported  to  foreign  mar- 
kets.   This  condition  of  things,  which  had  not  been 


anticipated  when  the  debt  for  the  public  lands  wss 
contracted,  produced  the  most  serious  distreas  at  dis 
moment,  and  excited  alarming  apprehensions  for  the 
future.    The  forfeiture  of  the  lands  purchased  be- 
tween the  two  periods  already  described,  and  of  ^ 
great  amount  of  money  paid  at  the  time  of  pnrduM, 
appeared  to  be  a  result  almost  inevitable,  unless  ams 
facility  in  making  payment  could  be  affixded.    TIm 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  whoss 
notes  formed,  almost  exclusively,  tiie  circulation  of  the 
States  where  the  debt  had  been  contracted,  and  ^ 
receipt  of  those  notes  at  the  land  offices,  seemed  to  be 
the  only  facility  which  it  was  practicable  to  aflbrd. 
To  effect  this  olject,  the  contracts  in  question  wen 
tendered  to  the  local  banks  as  a  modification  of  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  made  by  them 
to  the  Department.    The  extent  of  the  facility  vbioli 
would  be  affiirded  by  the  receipt  at  the  land  offices  of 
the  notes  of  such  local  banks  as  should  resome  specie 
payments,  would  necessarily  depend  upon  the  amoont 
of  the  public  expenditure  at  the  banks  of  deposit,  ssd 
tne  capacity  of  those  banks  to  transfer  what  could 
not  be  thus  expended  to  the  places  where  the  pubUo 
interests  required.    At  that  time  an  inconsideraUe 
portion  of  the  sum  received  at  the  land  offices  wss 
expended  in  the  States  in  which  they  were  estabhshed. 
An  inducement  to  transler  the  remainder  was  to  be 
presented  to  the  banks  which  were  to  become  the 
depositories  of  the  public  revenue  arising  from  tbs 
sale  of  the  public  lands.    In  making  the  propodtioB 
to  the  local  banks  to  transfer  such  portion  of  tiie  pub- 
lic money  deposited  in  their  vaults  as  could  not  be 
expended  by  them  on  Treasury  drafts,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  sum  agreed  to  be  left  in  deposit,  tbs 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  traot- 
fer  the  public,  money  to  such  places  as  the  pnblie 
exigencies  shall  require  was  duly  considered.    This 
obligation  extends  to  money,  and  not  to  bank  notea 
The  bank  was  under  no  obligation  to  eflfoct  dn 
transfer  of  the  public   funds    by   diqxMing  of  tbs 
notes  of  the  local  banks  which  had  been  reoeifed 
'at  the  land  offices  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, rather   than    by    a    direct    trsnsportatioa 
of  specie  to  the  places  designated.    To  have  proposed 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  to  the  local  banb^ 
on  the  condition  that  they  were  to  become  the  de- 
positories of  the  public  money  received  at  the  land 
offices,   whilst  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  transfer  the  public  revenue  was  to 
be  enforced,  was  to  insure  anotiier  fulure  on  the  part 
of  those  banks ;  as  they  would  have  been  reqoiied, 
at  short  intervals,  to  discharge  in  specie  the  whole 
amount  of  their  notes  which  had  been  received  at  the 
land  offioes.    If  the  specie  which  would  thus  have 
been  drawn  from  their  vaults  could  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  local  coculation,  by  the  operations  of 
the  Government,  it  would  have  been  practicable  for 
the  local  banks  to  have  continued  specie  payments. 
But  the  whole  of  the  sums  which  would  have  been 
drawn  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
wonld  have  been  transferred  to  the  commercial  cities 
in  the  Atiantic  States,  whence  its  return  would  no- 
cessarily  have  been  slow  and  precarious.    It  was, 
therefore,  indispensable  to  any  proposition  for  in- 
ducing the  local  banks  to  resume  and  continue  ^>eeie 
payments,  that  the  obligation  to  transfer  such  part  of 
the  public  money  deposited  with  them  as  was  to  be 
expended  at  other  places,  should  be  imposed  apoo 
those  banks.    Although  it  was  manifestly  their  in- 
terest that  this  operation  should  be  effected  with- 
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out  ioddeDly  withdxawixig  from  cizcolAlion  the 
•moimt  to  be  transferred,  yet  it  was  equally  manifest 
that  it  ooold  not  at  all  times  be  performed  without 
inoonvenience  and  expense*  It  became,  therefore, 
necessary  to  present  to  them  some  other  inducement 
to  assome  this  obligation,  than  the  mere  possession 
of  tiie  public  funds  during  the  time  that  was  requi- 
site for  making  the  transfer.  The  idea  of  a  deposit 
iriiich  they  were  not  bound  immediately  to  transfer 
was  adopted  by  the  Treasuiy,  and  accepted  by  the 
banks.  This  deposit,  however,  with  the  exceptions 
which  will  be  hereafter  explained,  was  liable  to  be 
reduced  at  all  times  by  the  payment  of  drafts  c^  the 
T^asnrer  whenerer  it  was  practicable  to  expend 
money  at  those  banka  The  whole  amount  deposited 
in  tiiem  was,  at  all  lames,  at  the  dispodtion  of  the 
Govemment,  whenever. the  public  service  should  re- 
quire it,  and  the  opportunity  of  expenditure  at  the 
banks  of  deposit  shall  ooonr. 

During  die  existence  of  the  fonner  Bank  of  the 
United  Statea,  a  number  of  State  banks  were,  by  the 
Seeretazy  of  the  Treasury,  made  banks  of  deposit, 
upon  conditions  which  secured  to  them  a  considerable 
amount  always  on  deposit|  without^  however,  specify- 
ing any  particular  sum.  It  was  stipulated  that  the 
moneys  deposited  in  them  should  not  be  drawn  forea 
aMfse;  and  that  whenever  drafts  should  be  drawn 
XB^tm.  them  with  a  view  to  transfer  any  portion  of  the 
poblio  money  in  tiieir  possession,  &ey  should  be 
drawn  payable  at  sixty  cbys.  As  these  drafts  were 
alwi^  issued  for  smaller  sums  than  were  at  the  time 
on  deposit,  the  banks  generally  retained  in  their  pos- 
sessian  a  sum  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  deposits 
in  sixty  daya  An  arrangement  or  contract  of  this 
kind  still  exists  with  a  number  of  local  banks  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necdcnt,  Vermont,  and  Viiginia. 

¥rith  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  arrangement 
fer  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds  has  been  found  re« 
qnisito,  which  necessarily  leaves  a  considerable  bal- 
soBoe  on  deposit  in  those  offices  from  which  transfers 
aie  to  be  made.  For  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds 
firem  New  Orleans^  and  from  the  Western  States,  to 
tiie  principal  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  bank  is 
allowed  four  months ;  from  places  north  of  the  seat  of 
Goremment  to  those  south  of  it,  two  months ;  and 
firom  and  to  places  north  of  it,  andfrom  and  to  places 
aontb  of  it,  one  month. 

In  tbe  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Missis- 
•^ypi,  and  Alabama,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes 
has  established  no  office.  In  several  of  those  States 
it  was  found  impracticable  for  the  receivers  to  make 
tiieir  deposito  in  that  bank  or  ite  offices,  without  in- 
eoiring  an  expense  neariy  equal  to  the  amount  of 
their  salaiy  uid  emoluments.  In  such  cases,  the 
OBily  alternatives  left  to  the  Department  were,  to 
BoBtr  the  public  money  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  receivers  until  it  could  be  expended,  or  to  direct 
fit  to  be  deposited  in  some  of  the  local  banks.  Expe- 
rience had  shown  that  it  was  not  prudent  to  adopt 
Hae  first  of  these  alteznativea  Indeed,  Congress^  in- 
ihieDced  probably  by  this  conviction,  bad,  in  the  year 
1800,  dincted  that  the  revenue  bonds  in  Boston,  New 
Toiic,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Charles- 
ton, diould  be  deposited  for  collection  in  the  Bank  of 
tifte  United  Stetes  and  ite  offices,  estoblished  in  those 
cities ;  and,  in  1809,  it  was  further  directed,  by  law, 
tbat  the  principal  disbursing  officers  of  the  Qovern- 
snent  diould,  whenever  practicable,  keep  the  public 
SMin^  in  their  hands^  in  some  incorporated  bank,  to 


be  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stetes.  Acting  in  the  spirit  of  these  legisla- 
tive ix\junctions,  fbuncted  upon  the  idea  that  banks 
furnished  an  additional  security,  not  only  in  the  col- 
lection but  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue^ 
my  predecessors  in  office  had  directed  that  the  public 
money,  whenever  collected,  should  be  deposited  in 
banks  in  tiie  vicinity  of  the  officers  who  collected 
it.  When  the  Department  was  placed  under  my 
direction,  in  October,  1816,  there  were  eighty*nine 
banks  of  deposit  in  the  dififorent  Stetes  of  the 
Unioo. 

If  recent  experience  has  furnished  evidence  in  any 
degree  conflicting  with  that  which  produced  the  legi»- 
lative  iniunctions  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  has  also 
shown  mat  the  official  integrity  of  the  public  agente 
has  not  been  augmented. 

By  referring  to  the  contracts,  it  will  be  seen  that 
depoidte  have  been  made  in  the  Bank  of  Mississippi 
at  Natchez,  in  the  Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
IndiaIU^  and  in  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Cdumbus^ 
Ohio,  upon  conditions  somewhat  difierent  fitom  those 
of  the  oiher  banks.  In  the  first,  there  is  no  stipulated 
deposite,  as  it  was  presumed  that  the  whole  amount 
which  would  be  received  could  be  disbursed  at  the 
bank,  or  transferred  without  hazard  or  inoonvenience 
to  New  Orleans.  The  banks,  too,  whose  notes  dreu- 
lated  in  that  Stete,  were  generally  of  estebUshed 
credit ;  so  that  but  Uttie,  if  any,  risk  was  incurred  in 
receiving  and  crediting  them  in  the  account  of  tiie 
Treasurer  as  specie.  The  frequent  and  safe  inter- 
course between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans  made  it 
easy  for  the  receiver  west  of  Pearl  River  to  make  his 
paymente  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stetes.  The  failure  of  that  officer,  however,  to  make 
his  deposito  with  regularity,  and  his  misapplication 
of  a  large  amount  of  the  public  money,  about  two 
years  ago,  suggested  the  propriety  of  e&cting  an  ar* 
rangement  with  the  Bank  of  MisussippL 

The  second  is  entitied  to  a  deposit,  which  is  not  to 
be  diminished  by  Treasury  drafU.  It  is  bound  to 
transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes,  or  ite 
offices,  any  excess  above  that  deposit  which  it  may 
receive  from  the  land  offices^  and  which  cannot  be 
disbursed  at  the  bank.  As  nearly  the  whole  amount 
that  should  be  received  by  the  bauok  would  have  to  be 
transferred,  it  was  deemed  just  that  the  stipulated 
deposit  should  not  be  diminished  by  the  payment  of 
Treasury  drafts ;  and  it  was  believed  that  any  profit 
which  tiie  bank  could  derive  from  it  would  not  be 
more  than  equal  to  the  expense  which  would  necessa- 
rily be  incurred  in  making  the  stipulated  transfers. 

The  third  is  entitied  to  a  small  deposit,  not  liable 
to  be  diminished,  and  is  not  bound  to  transfer  any 
part  of  the  public  funds  deposited  with  it.  From  tfaie 
geqgrapbical  situation  of  the  bank,  it  was  intended  to 
be  tiie  depository  of  the  public  moneys  disbursed  upon 
the  northwestern  frontier,  as  far  as  Lake  Superior, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  received  at  Detroit 
and  Michilimackinac  In  this  case,  as  the  bank  was 
not  bound  to  transfer,  the  deposit  was  intended  sim- 
ply to  indenmiiy  it  against  losses  which  it  might 
incur  from  the  fiulure  of  ai^  bank  whose  notes  might 
be  received  at  the  land  offices  and  deposited  with  it. 

The  deposito  stipulated  in  the  contracto  have,  in 
no  instance,  been  increased ;  but  sums  to  a  much 
greater  amount  have,  at  different  times,  been  in  the 
possession  i>f  these  banks.  In  some  cases,  this  has 
been  the  result  of  a  want  of  punctuality  in  making 
the  transfers  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  oon« 
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tncti»  and  in  otiben,  of  an  expectation  that  the 
amount  in  deposit  of  a  paiticnlar  bank  might  be  ex- 
pended without  tramfer. 

In  addition  to  the  amonnt  depoaited  in  theae  banks, 
there  has  been  depoaited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices  the  som  of  $2,959,523. 

It  results  from  this  statement,  that  there  has  been 
deposited  in  those  banks  the  sam  of  $4,958,997,  and 
that  there  remains  in  their  possession,  yet  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  the  sum  of  $972,286.  Of  this  amount 
the  Bom  of  $526,950  is  due  by  banks  which  have 
stopped  payment,  and  are  no  longer  banks  of  deposit, 
viz :  Ihe  Planters  and  Merchanto^  Bank  at  Hunts- 
ville,  the  Branch  Bonk  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville, 
tile  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  at  CincinnatL  It  is  but  just,  however,  to 
State,  that  the  bank  at  Huntsville  has  made  laige 

Payments  into  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates  at  New  Orleans  and  New  York  since  its  fail- 
ure, and  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  it  will  dis- 
charge the  remainder  in  the  present  year.  These 
are  the  only  banks  which  have  failed  to  comply  with 
their  contractai 

The  statements  made  by  these  banks  for  the 
twelve  months  preceding  their  respective  fulures,  as 
far  as  they  have  been  received,  are  marked  Cc,  Ee, 
^g>  <Q}  LL  The  statements  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
wul  be  found  in  the  correspondence. 

From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have  been  re- 
ceived $15,811,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina ;  from  the  Bank  of  Missouri  there 
have  been  received  the  following  sums,  viz :  in  notes 
of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  $42,000 ;  of 
the  Bank  of  Nashville,  $29,844 ;  of  the  Fanners  and 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  $11,845 ;  of  the  Mi- 
ami Exporting  Company,  $8,661 ;  of  the  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  $3,846;  of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum, 
$291 ;  and  of  tiie  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Manufao- 
torers*  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  $350;  and  from  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville  thero  have  been  received  $18,562  in 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  branches.  In 
the  first  two  cases,  the  notes  were  received  in  the 
month  of  March,  1820 ;  and  in  the  third,  in  October, 
1821.  All  the  notes  above  described  were  unourrent 
at  the  time  they  were  received  from  the  banks.  They 
were  current  when  they  were  received  at  the  land 
offices,  and  when  deposited  in  those  banks  for  safe 
keeping.  These  deposits  were  made  before  the  date 
of  the  contracts  by  which  the  banks  engaged,  not 
only  to  account  to  the  Treasury  in  specie  for  bank 
notes  deposited  in  them,  which  might  become  un- 
current  while  in  their  possession,  but  in  like  manner 
to  account  for  such  as  might  become  uncurrent  in 
the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public  money,  which 
had  been  received  before  notice  of  the  failure  of  any 
of  the  banks  whose  notes  the  banks  of  deposit  had 
authorized  them  to  receive.  As  the  banks  of  de- 
posit before  the  date  of  these  contracts  exercised  no 
discretion  or  judgment  in  determining  what  local  bank 
notes  should  be  received,  it  was  not  understood  that 
they  assumed  the  responsibility  of  accounting  to  the 
Treasury  in  specie  for  notes  deposited  with  them  for 
safe  keeping,  which  should  become  uncurrent  while 
on  deposit  Such  is  now  the  relation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Treasury,  in  all  cases  where 
the  notes  of  the  State  banks  received  at  the  land 
offices  are  deposited  in  it,  except  the  notes  of  the 
banks  in  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
In  no  other  case  have  uncunent  bank  notes  been  re- 


ceived from  any  bank  in  which  the  public  money  hii 
been  deposited ;  nor  have  any  such  notes  been  r^ 
oeived  in  contravention  of  any  agreement  between  the 
Department  and  those  banks.  It  is  proper  to  stata^ 
that  the  whole  of  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina  have  since  been  dischai;ged;  and 
that  of  tiie  Nashville  Bank  notes  there  zenuuna  on]^ 
$4,203  89  unpaid. 

When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into  op- 
eration, thero  was  a  vexy  large  amount  of  unoarrent 
bank  notes  in  the  Treasury,  which  wero  designated 
by  the  term  tpedal  dqiotU.  It  consLsted  of  bank 
notes  which  had  been  received  on  account  of  the 
Treasury,  and  which  wero  refused  to  be  entered  to 
the  general  credit  of  the  Treasurer  by  the  eighty-nina 
banks  in  which  the  public  money  was  then  deposited; 
notwithstanding  all  those  banks,  with  the  ezcqrtion 
of  a  few  hi  the  Eastern  States,  did  not  at  tiie  time 
dischaige  their  own  notes  in  specie.  This  amount 
was  greatly  in(7eased  by  the  balances  in  those  of  the 
Western  banks,  which,  when  the  public  deposits  were 
turned  over  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were 
unable  to  make  any  arrangement  for  their  payment 
To  convert  this  special  deposit  into  current  money, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tendered  its  best  «- 
forts,  which  wero  accepted  by  the  Department.  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  sum  was,  by  the  agency 
of  the  bank,  converted  into  avulable  funds;  bu^ 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  the  bank  declined 
all  further  agency,  under  a  conviction  that  its  eflbrtt 
wero  rather  mjurious  than  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 
terest In  the  eariy  part  of  1819,  tiie  amonnt  of 
special  deposit  then  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  transferred  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  had 
offi^red  its  services  in  collecting  it  In  the  course  of 
that  year,  its  cashier  visited  tiie  banks  whose  notes 
constituted  the  special  deposit,  and  which  were  estab- 
lished in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
During  his  tour  he  succeeded  in  converting  a  portion 
of  the  notes  into  current  money ;  in  most  other  cases 
he  obtained  written  acknowlec^gments  of  the  amount 
due,  and  generally  an  engagement  to  pay  interest 
untU  the  debt  was  discharged;  and  in  several  in- 
stances collateral  security  was  proposed,  which  has 
since  been  accepted.  Whilat  in  the  execution  of  this 
service,  he  was  charged  to  call  upon  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati  for  the  amount  which 
had  been  deposited  with  it  during  the  throe  months 
that  it  had  resumed  specie  payments  in  1819.  He 
was  not  able,  however,  to  make  any  arrangement 
either  for  the  payment  or  security  of  Uie  debt 

Since  that  time,  the  claims  of  the  Treasury  jxpon 
the  banks  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  attorneys  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
structions to  endeavor  in  eveiy  case  to  obtain  collat- 
eral security,  where  it  is  practicable.  Their  effiarts, 
in  conformity  with  these  mstructions,  have  been  at- 
tended with  some  success ;  but  it  is  now  manifest 
that  a  resort  to  legal  coeroion  will,  in  some  cases^  be 
necessary. 

In  terminating  this  report,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted whether  it  is  not  expedient  that  some  qtecial 
authority  be  given  for  the  disposition  of  the  fecial 
deposit  now  in  the  Treasury.  A  considerable  amount 
of  this  deposit  consists  of  bank  notes,  which,  though 
uncnrrent,  and  therefore  not  applicable  to  the  pablio 
service,  may  yet  be  disposed  of  on  loan,  upon  saoh 
security  as  to  insure  its  conversion  into  cuzrent  mo- 
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aej  at  the  ezpintiion  of  one,  two^  and  three  yean. 
Another  part  oonristB  of  ensagemente  by  banks  whose 
notes  are  nncnrrent^  whi<3i,  it  is  presnined,  those 
banks  woold  willingl^  dischaige  bj  ihe  issue  of  their 
Botes^  and  which  miffht  be  di^oeed  of  in  the  same 
manner.  There  is,  nowever,  a  small  portion  which 
pKobably  cannot,  without  considerable  loss,  be  con- 
verted into  ouirent  money  by  any  measure  whatever. 
An  authority  to  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  depout  as 
is  of  ^lis  description,  upon  the  best  teims  that  can  be 
obtained  for  it,  will  probably  save  something  to  the 
Treasniy,  as  delay  in  relation  to  it  can  have  no  ben- 
eficial eSbet,    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOED. 
Hon.  Spbakeb  qfike 

Soum  of  JtepretenioHvei. 


Fbidat,  February  15. 

Bumian  Olakn»  on  the  Northwest  Goa$t  cf 

Amerioa. 

The  resolation  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Flotd,  requesting  of  Ae  Presiaent  of  the  United 
States  ioformation  whether  any  foreign  Qovem- 
ment  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  d^c.,  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Flotd  observed  that  he  had  made  this 
motion  in  consequence  of  understanding  tiiat  a 
copy  of  the  Russian  ukase  on  the  subject  of  her 
dominions  on  the  Pacific  was  in  possession  of 
our  Government  The  Ruadan  Government 
laid  claim,  it  appeared,  to '  a  considerable  part 
of  the  territory  on  that  coast,  which  belonged 
to  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  what  she 
held  without  dispute.  From  a  claim  so  enor- 
mous, it  would  seem  that  the  Emperor  of  Ras- 
nh  had  forgotten  the  cautious  policy  which  had 
characterized  him  heretofore;  and  the  claim 
was  such  a  one  as  would  be  resisted  by  any 
oountiy.  He  hoped  the  resolutioir  would  be 
agreed  to. 

The  Tesolation  was  agreed  to  without  objec- 
tion. 


Mo!n>AT,  February  18. 

Military  Academy. 

Mr.  WooDoooK  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

JUmiveA,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  dbeoted  to 
\mj  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Cftdets  educated  at  the  Military  Academy,  who  have 
remained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  &7^ 
jeai^  and  the  number  who  have  received  commis- 
•ioDs  and  resigned,  or  been  dischaiged  from  service 
before  the  expiration  of  five  years ;  also,  the  number 
that  have  left  the  MHitanr  Academy  without  commis- 
noDa,  and  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  paid 
each ;  also,  the  amount  paid  to  cadets  between  the 
time  of  their  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
mustered  at  the  academy,  and  the  time  of  leaving 
"die  aicademy,  and  the  time  of  receiving  commissions 
•ad  entering  the  serrice  of  the  Uoited  States ;  also, 
titt  number  educated  at  the  academy  who  were  in 
Ae  service  during  the  late  war ;  also,  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  ^cers  and'instructors  of  the  acade- 
mj  each  year,  since  1802 ;  and  the  eiqpense  of  am- 


munition which  has  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  tiie 
academy,  and  the  soldiers  who  have  been  stationed 
at  the  academy  for  the  assistance  of  the  oflSoeis  and 
cadets  sinoo  its  establishment;  and  also,  the  number 
of  cadets  educated  at  the  academy  since  its  establish- 
ment, distinguishing  those  who  are  the  sons  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their 
country,  or  died  in  its  service. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 


"WEDintSDAT,  February  20. 

Military  Ajaprcpriations — Fay  and  Subsistence 

qf  the  Army, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  into  consideration  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  €or  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  (Ohairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bill,)  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ^for  the  pay 
of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  the  officers'* 
with  the  sum  of  $982,917. 

Mr.  Baldwin  wished,  before  an  appropriation 
of  this  sort  was  made,  to  see  a  plain  statement 
of  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  on  until  he  knew  the  footing  on  which 
our  financial  concerns  really  stood.  He  was 
willing  to  cut  the  expenses  down — ^he  cared  not 
how  high  nor  how  deep  it  out — ^but  so  £eu:  as  to 
meet  the  revenue.  The  House  was  now  called 
upon  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
large  sum.  Before  he  could  accede  to  it  he 
wished  to  see  a  plain,  tan^ble,  matter-of-faot 
statement  of  the  revenue,  and  then  the  House 
could  shape  its  measures  accordingly.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  borrowing  money,  nor 
was  he  inclined  to  appropriate  large  sums  in 
the  dark,  without  knowing  from  what  quarter 
they  were  to  be  met  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  proffress  on 
this  bill,  with  a  view  to  postponing  the  final 
deciBion  on  it  to  a  later  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maoyland,  said  that  the  appro- 
priations of  Ihe  last  year  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  were  exhausted.  We 
are  now  two  months  on  the  new  year,  and  there 
is  nothing  wherewith  to  pay  the  demands  on 
that  department  Is  this,  then,  he  asked,  the 
proper  time  to  delay!  Was  it  expected  that 
the  officers  of  the  €k>vernment  should  make 
personal  advances!  Certainly  not  And  nei- 
ther the  army  nor  the  Bevolutionary  pensioners 
could  be  paid.  The  payment  of  the  latter  had 
been  deferred  last  September,  and  now  an  in* 
stalment  became  due  early  in  March.  They 
were  suffering  for  the  want  of  it  The  passage 
of  this  bill  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  any 
proportions  for  economical  reform  which  gen- 
tlemen miffht  think  proner  to  make.  It  was 
only  intended  to  meet  the  demands  that  arise 
from  laws  now  in  existence,  and  which  the  faith 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  to  fnlfiL    Mr.  S» 
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was  disposed  to  enter  fhUy  into  the  yiews  of 
gentlemen  with  regard  to  any  proper  retrench- 
ment, where  it  did  not  involye  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice and  legal  right.  He  also  expressed  his  con- 
fidence in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  snch 
a  reviyal  of  commerce  that  the  reyenne  would 
he  adequate  to  the  expenditure,  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  tiiat  the  committee  should  rise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  was  not 
disposed  to  throw  any  emharrassments  in  the 
way  of  the  committee  that  had  reported  the 
hill.  Yet  he  thought  it  the  dictate  of  wisdom 
and  prudence  to  halt  at  this  step,  and  reflect 
upon  the  utuation  of  the  reyenue,  hefore  these 
appropriations  were  made.  From  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  he  had 
been  led  to  obserye  that  they  were  too  often 
driyen  to  make  appropriations  by  the  pressure 
of  circumstances.  At  those  sessions  that  are 
terminated  by  law  on  the  4th  of  March,  the 
appropriation  bills  haye  been  usually  presented 
a  few  days  before  its  close,  and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  pass  them  without  much  examination 
of  the  details,  for  fear  it  should  not  become  ft 
law  within  the  constitutional  term,  and  a  yiola- 
tion  of  the  faith  of  the  nation  result  as  a  conse- 
quence. At  those  sessions,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  the  term  is  unlimited,  we  are  met  with 
a  bill  for  partial  appropriations  to  supply  the 
exigendes  of  tiiie  nrst  part  of  the  year,  and 
which  we  are  always  told  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  then 
this  generu  appropriation  bill  is  introduced  at 
a  period  too  late,  or  under  circumstances  too 
urgent  to  allow  of  that  strict  scrutiny  which  it 
was  both  the  ri^t  and  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  make.  Mr.  W .  thought  the  first  and  most 
chylous  inquiry  was,  whether  we  haye  the 
money  ?  This  was  a  question  to  be  put  at  the 
threshold,  and  he  thought  the  inquiry  of  the 

gentleman  from  Pennsylyania  Q&x,  Baldwin) 
ad  not  been  answered.  If  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  glye 
an  assurance  that  no  bill  shall  be  reported  to 
authorize  the  borrowing  of  money,  or  laying  a 
tax,  and  that  there  would  be  money  enough  in 
the  Treasury  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  it 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  he 
should  be  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  passage 
of  the  biU,  which  tliat  committee  had  report^ 
Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  wish  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  act  of  1816,  (to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  had  alluded ;)  and  he  was 
sorry  the  case  of  the  Beyolutionary  pensioners 
could  not  be  attended  to,  and  their  wants  sup- 
pliedj  without  drawing  after  them  other  appro- 
priations, on  which  he  thought  sufficient  infor- 
mation had  not  yet  been  obtained.  The  bill 
was  reported  yesterday.  It  was  laid  on  our 
tables  this  morning,  and  is  not  yet  dry ;  and  if 
he  felt  himself  faulty  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
it  was  in  forbearing  too  long,  rather  than  in 
coming  forward  too  soon,  to  express  his  un- 
willingness to  commit  the  nation  to  such  an  ex- 
penditure without  knowing  on  what  foundation 


the  public  credit  was  placed.  He  respected  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Mvyland  as 
much  as  any  other  gentleman,  but  the  indiyid- 
ual  opinions  of  a  member  were  not  a  ground  on 
which  it  was  safe  for  a  legislatiye  body  to  aot^ 
They  inyolyed  no  responsibility.  By  a  former 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meam^ 
the  reyenue  of  1822  was  to  exceed  the  expendi- 
ture by  $5,200,000,  and  where  is  this  surplus  f 
He  would  consent  to  this  appropriation,  if  it 
was  to  be  limited  to  that  surplus  fand ;  but  it 
was  not ;  and  the  prophecies  of  four  years  hay- 
ing turned  out  to  oe  incorrect,  he  was  justified 
in  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past  He  felt  it 
unsafe  to  adjust  the  appropriations  upon  any 
calculations  of  ayerage ;  nor  was  he  disposed  to 
score  down  the  treasury  reports  like  the  fore- 
casts of  an  almanac,  that  predicts  that,  ^>out 
these  days  you  may  expect  to  meet  fair  weather 
at  the  bottom.  He  would  proceed  with  any 
gentleman  and  cut  down  expenditure,  strike 
where  it  would,  until  it  met  the  reyenue.  He 
wished  to  see  where  the  reyenue  really  waa 
It  had  been  the  practice,  year  after  year,  to  talk 
of  balances.  But  where  were  theyf  In  the 
air — and  if  balances  in  the  air  woidd  meet  the 
solid  appropriations  of  the  House,  there  would 
be  less  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bilL  Mr. 
B.  then  adyerted  to  the  statistical  account  of 
the  Treasury  to  show  that,  by  the  real  situation 
of  ayailable  funds,  the  Treasury  was  actually  in 
arrear  by  much  more  than  a  million  of  doUarsi 
The  time  had  come  when  in  his  opinion  it  was 
necessary  to  make  a  serious  and  earnest  call  for 
the  true  condition  of  that  department.  Tear 
after  year  reports  had  been  made,  and  thie  only 
difference  between  them  seemed  to  be  in  the 
magnitude  of  the  errors  they  contained.  There 
was  one  thing,  at  all  hazard  which  it  was  ^e 
duty  of  this  House  to  sustain — and  that  was  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  Let  this  bill  then  be  post- 
poned until  proper  inquiry  be  made  into  that 
subject. 

Mr.  Cannon  supported  the  motion,  and,  inter 
alia^  inquired  whether  this  appropriation  was 
not  founded  on  the  idea  of  a  continuation  of  the 
army  establishment  upon  its  present  bams,  with- 
out any  reduction  whateyer  f 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  carry  the  inqoivy 
one  step  fhrther  than  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylyania— ^for  he  wanted  to  find,  not  only  where 
the  money  comes  framj  but  where  it  goes  to ! 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  committee  of  supply,  to  get  mo- 
ney, but  only  to  get  rid  of  it.  It  seem^,  how- 
ever, that  we  had  grown  wiser  than  our  £atherS| 
and  that  it  was  now  an  object,  as  expressed  by 
the  gentleman*  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambbb- 
LENG,)  of  total  indifference  whether  the  sinking 
fund  system  was  retained  or  not.  Mr.  B.  then 
directed  his  remarks  principally  to  the  import- 
ance of  retaining  and  supporting  that  fund.  He 
presented,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  a  history  of 
its  origin  and  progress — ^traced  it  from  the  ptr 
triots  who  originated  and  sustained  it— ex- 
plained the  difference  that  existed  between  it 
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and  the  sinking  ftind  of  En^^d — ^piud  an  ele- 
gant tribnte  of  respect  to  the  integrity  of  Ham- 
Oton  and  the  wisdom  of  Sherman,  who  had  not 
thought  it  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  oon- 
olad^  by  expressing  his  concurrence  with  the 
gODtleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  further  light 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  actual  state  of  our 
finances  before  appropriations  of  so  large  an 
amount  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Gaubbbleno  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  RA2n)0LpH. 

Mr.  Boss  renewed  an  inquiry,  suggested  by 
Mr.  Caistkon,  whether  this  bill  embraced  the 
ol^jects  of  the  partial  appropriation  bill,  that 
had  been  discussed  some  weeks  since  in  this 
House? 

Mr.  Smith,  in  reply,  observed  that  it  em- 
braced only  such  disbursements  as  were  of  im- 
mediate and  indispensable  necessity.  The  par- 
tial appropriation  bill  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  bad  no  connection  whatever  with  w  pres- 
ent. The  bill  was  entirely  predicated  upon 
items  contained  in  the  statute  book,  dro. 

Mr.  TancBLX  rose  to  ask  the  Ohairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  question. 
This  seventy  thousand  dollars  is  required  to 
purchase  clothing  for  the  army.  He  wanted  to 
Know  whether  it  was  intended,  in  making  the 
purchase,  to  give  any  preference  to  tiie  wool- 
lens of  American  fabrication;  and  why  the 
clothing  of  the  army  is  not  entirely  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture?  His  information  justified 
him  in  saying,  that  this  desirable  object  coidd 
he  easily  accomplished  if  the  proper  depart- 
ments would  continue  their  efforts  from  year  to 
year  in  good  earnest.  He  stud  he  had  an 
amendment  in  his  hand,  which,  if  adopted, 
vould  limit  the  purchases  to  articles  of  Ameri- 
can manu&cture ;  and  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  offer  it,  unless  some  satis&ctory  answer 
eould  be  given  to  his  inquiry.  He  took  that 
occasion  to  say,  generally,  &at  each  of  the  pur- 
diasing  departments  ou^t  to  give  notice  in  all 
the  States  that  supplies  are  wanted,  and  desig- 
nate the  articles ;  allowing  ftdl  time  for  persons 
living  at  the  most  distant  points  of  the  Union 
to  send  in  their  offers  to  supply.  This,  he  had 
heen  told,  was  done  in  most  instances,  and  it 
had  given  great  satisfaction.  But  still  there 
vere  many  complaints  made  on  this  subject, 
and,  in  some  instances,  not  without  good  rea- 
0OIU  It  was  his  opinion  that  any  other  mode 
oC  granting  contracts  for  supplies  would,  in 
many  instances,  operate  as  a  monopoly  In  favor 
of  particular  sections  of  the  Union ;  that  it  was 
fair  and  just  to  give  the  manufacturers  in  every 
portion  of  the  country  an  equal  chance ;  that 
the  Government  ought  to  invite  competition  by 
plotting  all  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect 
equality ;  that  the  Treasury  itself  woula  profit 
hy  the  competition ;  that  he  had  heard  of  cases 
m  which  the  Grovernment  was  made  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  articles  on  the  seaboai^  to 
supply  the  frontier,  than  similar  articles  of 
etpial  quality  could  have  been  had  for  at  or  near 
the  phioes  of  consumption*    He  would  give  two 


or  three  instances  from  the  department  of  In- 
dian trade,  which,  if  true,  were  manifest  abuses. 
Lead  was  made  in  great  quantities  in  Missouri, 
and  sent  to  the  laige  cities  on  the  seaboard ; 
and  that  about  thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis 
there  was  a  shot  factory,  where  any  quantity  of 
that  article  could  be  had,  of  a  very  superior 
quality,  such  as  might  come  fairly  in  competi- 
tion with  the  Philadelphia  shot,  and  drive  it 
out  of  the  market ;  and  yet,  it  was  stated  to 
him  as  a  flaot,  that  lead  and  shot  had  been  pur- 
chased on  this  side  of  the  moxmtains,  and  sent 
to  the  West  to  supply  the  Indian  trading  houses. 
The  same  had  been  said,  and  he  believed  truly, 
of  tobacco,  tomahawks,  and  other  articles.  The 
ftirs  received  at  the  trading  establishments  were 
usually  brought  to  Georgetown  to  be  sold;  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a  portion  of  the 
same  furs  found  their  way  back  to  the  Western 
waters,  to  supply  the  demand  among  the  hat- 
ters, whereby  a  loss  accrued  to  the  consumer 
equal  to  the  expense  of  double  transportation. 
It  was  said  that  peltry  had  been  brought  from 
St.  Louis  to  Georgetown,  and  sold  there,  or  on 
the  coast,  for  very  little  more  than  half  the 
current  price  at  St.  Louis.  These  facts  had 
been  proven,  he  understood,  before  a  committee 
of  the  other  House ;  and  he  was  led  to  believe 
that  there  never  was  a  more  abominable  pecu- 
lation, in  the  small  way,  than  had  been  prac- 
tised upon  tiie  Government  in  some  of  these 
matters.  He  could  give  other  instances  of  the 
same  sort^  but  his  main  object  at  present  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sub- 
ject of  domestic  woollens,  and  to  show  the  folly 
of  purchasing  supplies  on  the  seaboard  for  the 
Western  country.  There  was  one  factory  in 
Ohio  whidi,  he  believed,  could  furnish  all  the 
wooUens  for  the  army.  And  all  that  he  would 
ask  for  the  Western  people  was,  to  let  thetn 
enjoy  their  local  advantages^  and  purchase  from 
them  such  things  as  are  consumed  among  them, 
if  to  be  had  there  on  equal  terms. 

Mr.  SioTH  said  a  few  words  in  reply — ^refer- 
ring Mr.  Tbimblb  to  a  resolution  submitted 
some  days  ago  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Ensns,)  respecting  the  clothing  the 
army  in  American  manufactures. 

Mr.  EuBTis  observed  that^  since  he  had  of- 
ferred  the  resolution  referred  to,  he  had  com- 
municated with  the  head  of  the  purchasing 
department,  and,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  had 
found  that  his  views  had  been  anticipated  in 
relation  to  the  sulgect;  for  that  all  our  soldiers 
were  clothed  in  American  fabrics.  He  ex- 
pressed great  confidence  in  that  officer,  and  was 
satisfied  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  was  superfiuous. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $75,000,  as  proposed, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Quartermaster-general's  department,  for 
re^pilar  supplies,  transportation,  rent,  and  re- 
pairs, postage,  courts-martial,  fuel,  and  contin- 
gencies, and  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers  employed 
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in  the  ereotion  and  repairs  of  barraoks,  and 
other  labor,  with  the  snm  of  $318,217. 

Mr.  Robs  observed,  that  he  understood  that 
the  business  of  conrts-marttal  had  beoome  a 
money-making  job,  and  that  a  gentleman  from 
the  North  (Sew  York)  had  mMe  the  modest 
charge  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  thousand  doUars 
for  presiding  in  them  one  year.  He  wished  to 
be  further  informed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  appropriation  here  pro- 
posed was  in  the  usual  form ;  and  that  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  referred  to,  it  was  tub  judiee^ 
and  not  decided  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  sum  pro- 
posed, and  decided  in  the  afiftrmatiye. 

Mr.  Smtth  moyed  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
contingencies  of  the  army  with  the  sum  of 
$20,000. 

Mr.  CooKB  moyed  to  strike  out  that  item ; 
which  motion  was  negatiyed. 

Mr.  Oaknon  moyed  to  insert  after  the  word 
"Army,"  the  words  "and  the  Military  Acade- 
my," which  was  also  negatiyed ;  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bioth'b  motion,  it 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Military  Academy  with  the  sum  of  $18,979. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
proposition  by  inserting  in  lien  thereof  the 
words,  "for  quartermaster's  supplies,  transpor- 
tation, mathematical  instruments,  books  and 
stationery,  for  the  ^itary  Academy,  A«.,*' 
which  was  assented  to  by  tiie  mover,  and  the 
original  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Smith  also  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commuta- 
tion pensioners,  and  the  widows  and  orphans 
(in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  $27,- 
891  06)  with  the  sum  of  $817,108,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  farther  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
pensions  to  the  Bevolutionary  pensioners  of  the 
tlnited  States  (includuig  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  year  of  $451,886  57, 
and  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$191,846  06  of  the  year  1820)  the  sum  of 
$1,642J^91 ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JBaldwik  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  precedes  the  appro- 
priation for  the  pensions  to  invalid  and  Bevo- 
lutionary pensioners— intimating,  however,  a 
perfect  wilUngness  that,  if  any  gentleman  wished 
to  retain  any  particular  appropriation,  so  as  to 
make  it  a  partial  one,  he  would  modify  his  mo- 
tion accordingly. 

Such  a  dispoBition  not  being  manifested — 

Mr.  B.  urged  the  adoption  of  his  motion,  an^ 
observed  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the  ur- 
gency of  the  Bevolutionary  claims  should  drag 
after  them  other  appropriations,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars,  on  such  a  premature  and  inconsiderate 
deliberation.  The  question  was  then  taken,  and 
negatived — ayes  40,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bills  amended,  which  was 


agreed  to;  and  the  House  adjourned  withoat 
taking  up  the  report 


Fbiday,  February  22. 
VaccinaUon, 

Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whetiier  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
modification  in  the  law  passed  in  the  year  1818, 
entitied  "An  act  to  encourage  vaccination,^ 
made  a  detailed  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  submitted  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  two  thousand  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  themselves. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  was  refeired  the  res(dii-< 
tion  of  the  sixth  instant,  directing  them  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  necessary  to  make  any  modification  of 
the  law  passed  in  the  year  1818,  entitled  '<  An  act  to 
enooarage  vaocination,"  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  oommittee  have  not  deemed  H  neceasaiy 
to  report  the  varions  reflections  which  have  preseoted 
themselves  upon  the  sabject  of  vaodnation,  bat  feel 
a  confidence  in  the  belief  that  the  opinion  heretafon 
entertained  of  its  being  a  preventive  of  the  small-pas 
is  well  founded,  and  believe  it  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  bestowed  upon  the  country,  and  one  whidi 
onffht  to  be  cherished  by  eveiy  citizen  of  the  Be- 
pablic. 

They  are  aware  that  a  disease,  called  by  medical 
gentleman  varioloid,  has,  within  a  few  years  past^ 
made  its  appearance  in  Europe ;  that  it  much  re- 
sembles the  small-pox ;  and,  under  similar  circmn- 
stances,  has  been  as  fatal  as  that  disease  ever  wa« ; 
none  are  exempt  from  its  iufiuence,  neither  those  who 
have  had  the  small-pox,  nor  yet  those  who  have  been 
exposed  to  the  infinenoe  of  the  vaccine;  bat  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  weight  of  authority  aeenu 
to  favor  a  belief^  that  all  those  exposed  to  the  infeo- 
tion  of  the  latter  suffer  much  less  than  any  others. 

The  conunittee  have  seen,  with  pain  and  regret^ 
the  occurrences  which  have  lately  transpired  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  where  the  physicians  in  that 
part  of  the  country  believed  the  small-pox  to  exia^ 
These  occurrences  were  of  such  a  character  as  to 
claim  their  attention,  particularly  as  the  United 
States  vaccine  agent,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  seemed 
to  create  a  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  (^  vaccine  in  me 
prevention  of  small-pox,  and  left  the  impression  equir- 
ocal,  whether  it  was  not  his  belief  that  it  was  the 
varioloid  disease  in  North  Carolina,  produced  by  some 
change  in  the  vaccine  matter  whilst  on  its  way  to  a 
phydcisn  in  that  State,  to  whom  he  had  sent  it,  or 
whether  it  had  not  assumed  that  character  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  small-pox  epdemic  in  the  neigh- 
borhood from  whence  it  was  sent  They  have  for- 
borne to  remark  upon  that  transaction,  as  the  Tao- 
cine  agent  has  since  ascertfuned,  and  acknowledged, 
that  it  was  the  genuine  small-pox  matter  he  had  sent 
to  North  Carobna,  through  his  own  mistake,  which 
at  once  relieves  the  fears  of  those  who  doubt  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  cow-pox,  if  there  are  any  such,  and  dissi- 
pated the  mist  which  hung  over  the  subject,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  who  did  not  doubt. 

It  is  proper  to  remaik,  that  the  disease  called  vari- 
oloid seems  to  partake  more  oS  the  character  of  small- 
pox than  of  vaccine,  and  that  there  is  no  fiict,  within 
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Ibe  scope  of  their  inqniiy,  to  indnce  tiie  committee 
to  betieve  that  vacdne  ever  has  degenerated  into  va- 
lioloid.  It  is  imqaestioDablj  true,  that  instances  have 
ocemred  where  persons  have  taken  the  small-pox, 
after  having  the  vaccine,  thoo^  such  instances  are 
as  uncommon  as  it  is  for  persons  to  take  the  small- 
pox a  second  time. 

The  tranqnillity  of  setded  belief  has  been  distorbed 
by  aUusions  to  the  difficulty  of  seeming  the  continn- 
anoe  of  genuine  matter,  Uiough  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained by  your  committee  that  proper  attention  will 
overcome  every  obstacle  of  that  kind,  eradicate  every 
evil,  and,  finally,  triumph  over  preju^ce  itselt  Some 
reproach  may  have  been  brought  upon  vaccination, 
aot,  however,  the  result  of  any  well-founded  doubt 
as  to  its  efficacy ;  but  from  the  ignorance  or  careless- 
seas  of  those  who  have  used  it,  as  it  is  well  known 
tiiat  many  benevolent  persons  throughout  the  com- 
munity have  taken  upon  themselves  to  vaccinate 
thcdr  ftiends  and  others,  and,  doubtless,  have  done 
much  good ;  but  i£|  in  the  progress  of  time,  by  want 
cf  care,  the  matter  shall  have  become  spurious,  thers 
is  not  adequate  experience  to  detect  the  change,  and 
consequently,  some  risk  of  exposing  the  person  to 
small-pox,  thereby  bringing  danger  to  the  su£ferer, 
and  unjust  reproach  to  the  cow-pox.  This  kind  of 
inoculation  done  by  every  individual  who  feels  chari- 
tably inclined,  if  with  care,  is  not  disapproved  of; 
tiiOD^  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  trust  It  to  the  judgment  and  care 
cf  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  country. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  not  irrelevant  to 
Btate  a  few  i«ominent  &cts  in  regard  to  the  effects 
cf  these  diseases  in  different  countries,  which  will 
more  clearly  show  the  progress  of  opinioii,  and  the 
advantages  of  vaodnatioiL  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proper  to  state,  that  there  is  authority  for  estimating 
the  deaths  in  the  natural  small-pox  at  one  in  six ; 
and,  thon^  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  that  mal- 
'ac^y  togeSier  with  any  benefit  arising  firom  inocul»- 
tioo,  may  have  put  it  more  in  the  power  of  physicians 
to  control  it,  yet,  in  Great  Britain,  where  vaccination 
is  leas  attended  to  than  in  some  other  European  coun- 
tdea,  fifty  thousand  persons  are  axmually  destroyed 
by  it.  But,  even  there,  by  vaccination,  a&  agree  the 
mate  of  human  life  has  been  lessened.  It  not  only 
•ecnres  the  person  firom  the  small-pox,  but  greatiy 
leasens  the  danger  to  be  a|^rehended  from  the  vario- 
loid disease,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  highly 
respectable  authority,  which  states  that,  at  Millau,  in 
France^  containing  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants, 
two  hundred  vaccinated  persons  took  the  varioloid 
disease,  and  every  one  recovered,  whilst  two  hundred 
penoDS  who  had  not  been  vaccinated  were  destroyed. 

In  Benmark,  by  the  care  which  the  Qovemment 
has  taken  to  cause  the  people  to  vaccinate,  the  small- 
pox no  longer  exists.  Tms  remedy  was  introduced 
mto  tbat  country  about  the  year  1800,  by  laws  which 
were  Tigilantly  enforced.  By  these  laws,  it  was  or- 
dared  that  no  person  should  be  received  at  confirma- 
tion,  admitted  to  any  school,  bound  apprentice  to 
any  tzade,  or  married,  who  hsbd  not  been  vaccinated, 
mileas  they  had  undergone  the  small-pox.  A  just 
Idea  may  be  formed  of  the  benefits  whidi  have  result- 
ed to  Demnark-^a  oountxy  where  the  preservation 
of  hmnan  life  is  more  the  object  of  governmental 
care  and  solicitude  than  almost  any  omer — ^when  it 
is  known  that  the  city  of  Copenhagen  alone,  during 
die  twelve  years  preceding  tiie  introduction  of  the 
i,  loet  by  the  small-pox  five  thousand  five  hnn- 
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dred  of  its  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1805,  not  one 
death  occurred  in  the  whole  Danish  dominions  firom 
the  small-pox.  Prussia  has  made  many  wise  regu 
lations  favorable  to  vaccination,  which  have  produced 
highly  beneficial  results.  Formerly,  the  small-pox 
was  believed  to  destroy  about  forty  thousand  persons 
annually  in  that  kingdom.  In  1817,  by  this  mild 
and  enturely  safe  remedy,  the  deathsVere  reduced  to 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty,  so  that  the 
proportion  of  deaths  from  small-pox  to  those  from  all 
other  causes,  had  been  reduced  from  one  in  ssoen, 
down  to  one  in  one  hundred  and  four. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principality  of  Anspach,  in 
Bavaria,  containiuff  a  population  of  286,406  individu- 
als, lost  five  hun£ed  annually  in  1797,  1798,  and 
1799;  and,  in  the  year  1800,  there  perished  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nine  persons  of  that  dis- 
ease ;  but,  so  clear  and  distinct  have  been  the  efiects 
of  vaccination,  that,  from  the  year  1809  to  the  year 
1819,  only  &?^  cases  have  occurred,  and  not  one 
death. 

In  France  prises  are  given  to  the  surgeons  who 
have  annually  Taodnatea  the  greatest  number  of 
persons. 

In  Lombardy,  in  the  year  1808,  in  Milan  and  Ge- 
neva, vaccination  was  believed  to  have  extirpated 
the  small-pox. 

If  the  statements  of  intelligent  travellers  ought  to 
be  taken  as  evidence  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  vaccination  has  operated 
the  same  beneficial  effects  in  South  America  which  it 
has  done  in  Europe ;  and  the  journals  of  our  own 
country  bear  testimony  to  its  great  and  increasing 
good  throughout  the  Republic 

The  conmiittee  have  viewed,  with  attention  and 
concern,  the  promulgation  of  opinions  tending  to  les- 
sen the  just  confidence  of  the  oommunity  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination,  firom  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  present  slight  affections  of  the  skin,  ulceration, 
or  vascular  disease.  They  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide what  may  be  the  efEect  of  ^seases  of  this  char^ 
acter  upon  the  result  of  vaccination,  when  they  have 
a£fected  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  but  think 
it  doing  no  violence  to  the  opinions  of  those  who 
have  adopted  such,  to  consider  them  as  a  class  dis- 
tinct firom  the  mass  of  the  oommunity.  They  are 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  constitution  of  the  indi- 
vidual vaccinated,  with  other  causes,  may  vary  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  in  some  desree,  but  not  to 
change  its  character;  to  do  that,  mere  would  be 
partial  causes,  easily  detected  and  earily  understood. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  reflection  which  they 
have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject,  are  of 
opinion  that  no  modification  of  the  law  is  necessary, 
as  its  provisions  put  it  amply  in  the  power  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  it  to  ptmish  abuses 
whenever  any  exist.  They  thereibre  recommend  tiiie 
adoption  of  tiie  following*resolution : 

Betohed,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  firam 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to 
them  by  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant 


Satubday,  February  28. 

OMe  qf  Eenry  Aberdeen,  a  Free  Mem  of  Oolor^ 
and  Owner  of  a  Coasting  Schooner — Qtieetion 
qf  Citiaemhip. 

Hr.  Nkwton  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
Aberdeen,  a  free  man  of  color,  master  of  a 
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schooner  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
United  Stat^  stating  that  owing  to  a  recent 
construction  regulating  the  enrolling  and  li- 
censing vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
he,  as  well  as  all  persons  of  his  description,  are 
deharred  the  right  of  owning  or  commanding  a 
vessel,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  praying  snch  relief 
in  the  premises  as  may  be  just  and  proper. 
Beferred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Traruaetions  in  Florida — ImpriiKmmefU  of  the 
Sbanish  Offie&n^  Don  Motcob  de  VilUers^  and 
Captain  AmcUdo  OttUlemard^  by  Order  of 
the  Acting  Govemory  George  Walton^  Bsq. 

Mr.  EnsTis,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Mlitary 
Affairs,  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Marcos 
de  Yilliers  and  Amaldo  Guillemard,  (who  pray 
the  interposition  of  Congress  to  release  tiiem 
from  prison  in  Fensacola,  where  they  are  con- 
fined by  the  acting  Governor  of  West  Florida;) 
and  moved  also  that  the  petition,  together  wiUi 
the  accompanying  doctmients,  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  tiie  United  States. 

Mr.  Cooke  remarked,  that,  from  an  ezunina- 
tion  of  the  petition  and  doctmients  referred  to, 
there  was  reason  to  apprehend  there  had  been 
such  a  usurpation  and  InMngement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  petitioners  as  required  the  inter- 
position of  tne  House.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Lowndes  thought  the  petition  afforded 
an  additional  reason  f^r  giving  more  promptly 
8  government  to  Florida,  yet  he  was  unwilling 
that  such  complaints  should  reach  the  Execu- 
tive ear  through  the  channel  of  this  House. 
Indeed,  he  considered  it  altogether  probable 
that  those  complaints  had  already  readied  the 
Executive.  He  therefore  thought  l^e  reference 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Military  AfOdrs 
unnecessary,  and  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cooeb)  improper; 
and,  under  these  impressions,  proposed  that 
the  same  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tbdibls  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  petitioners  were 
confined  under  a  military  order,  or  in  virtue  of 
some  civil  judicial  process  ?  If  the  confinement 
was  by  military  order,  he  was  satisfied  the  Pres- 
ident, as  commander-in-«hief  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  could  order  their  discharge ; 
but  if  confined  in  virtue  of  civH  process,  then 
he  did  not  suppose  tiiat  the  President  had  any 
power  to  interfere.  The  act  of  last  session 
gave  the  President  power  to  appoint  a  Gov- 
ernor in  the  Floridas,  but  it  did  not  authorize 
him  to  reserve  to  himself  any  control  over  the 
judicial  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor 
when  appointed.  There  was  no  such  reserva- 
tion in  tiie  Grovemor's  commission.  The  Pres- 
ident had,  it  was  said,  given  ample  powers  to 
the  Governor.    They  were  said  to  be  the  .same 


or  equal  to  those  vested  in  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba ;  and  Mr.  T.  could  not  vote  the  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  to  the  President,  as  an  inti- 
mation to  him  to  assume  a  sort  of  supreme 
judicial  power  over  that  territory,  without 
being  first  satisfied  that  a  controlling  power  d 
that  kind  ought  to  be  vested  in  him,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  entered  at  some  length  into  an 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case  of  the  petitioners;  and  was  proceeding  to 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  commitment 
of  the  petitioners  to  prison ;  when  a  question 
of  order  arose,  which  resulted  in  the  Sfbaxer's 
pronouncing  that  the  first  question,  and  the 
only  one  of  course  now  before  the  House,  was 
on  discharging  the  Militarv  Committee  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Ettstis  explained  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  course  they  had 
thought  it  expedient  to  adopt,  the  main  object 
of  which  was  to  procure  the  liberty  of  the 
petitioners,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it,  in  a  man- 
ner more  expeditiously  than  they  could  obtain 
it  from  the  interposition  of  this  House.  ^ 

Mr.  Lowin>B3  further  explidned  his  views  in 
making  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Floyd  could  not  conceive  any  powers 
whidi  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  could  have, 
or  any  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
could  have,  to  violate  the  liberties  of  those  who 
should  fall  within  their  jurisdiction.  Here 
were  men  lingering  in  confinement—and  we 
were  not  now,  he  said,  deliberating  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  but  in  peace  and  safety 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  lay  the  petition  on- 
the  table.  The  man  who  could  have  the 
temerity  in  this  House  to  lie  by  supinely  on 
such  a  subject,  may  well  tremble  should  he 
happen  to  be  within  the  power  of  another  Gov- 
ernment. He  was  opposed  to  any  delay,  and 
thought  it  a  subject  that  required  the  immediate 
inteiference  of  the  House. 

Mx.  Randolph  thought  this  House  could  not, 
without  a  gross  violation  of  its  duty,  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  any  man  who  says  he  is  in  bonds 
against  law,  and  under  our  authority.  It  was 
not  for  us  to  sit  here  with  stoic  apathy,  under 
circumstances  like  the  present.  It  was  worse 
than  modkery  to  turn  over  the  subject  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  known, 
if  not  to  approve^  yet  not  to.  disapprove^f  the 
conduct  of  the  Captein  General  of  Florida. 
The  Congress  sat  here  as  the  guardians  of  law 
and  liberty.  Were  we  asked  whether  we  could 
not  yield  our  confidence  to  the  Executive?  He 
answered,  No;  for  that  personage  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  multitude  of  counsellors,  in  whom 
there  could  not  be  wisdom — ^for,  like  Ishmael- 
ites,  the  hand  of  each  was  raised  against  his 
brother.  He  disclaimed  any  personal  hostility 
to  any  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet — of  one 
of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  and  for  others  of 
I  them  he  entertained  a  personal  respect ;  but  he 
I  repeated  that,  with  such  competitions  and  di- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


269 


,  1822.] 


2Knwac£t<MU  in  Fkridek 


[H.  OF  R. 


Tisions  as  existed  there,  he  voald  vote  for  no 
80oh  reference. 

Mr.  Wbioht  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  re- 
fose  ft  reference  of  snbjects  that  constitutionally 
belonged  to  the  Executive  Department,  on  the 
want  of  personal  confidence.  He  believed  it  was 
inexpedient  to  travel  out  of  the  road,  and  get 
into  a  field  not  our  own,  when  we  had  so  much 
business  of  an  ordinary  character  that  reauired 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  House.  Mr.  W. 
expressed  his  decided  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  Governor  of  Florida,  whose 
oonduct,  he  thought,  entitled  him  to  the  warm- 
est gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  country, 
He  iQso  adverted  to  the  delays  that  had  been 
interposed  by  the  Spanish  commanders  in  sur- 
renderizig  that  territory  pursuant  to  the  treaty. 
End  the  various  expedients  that  had  been  re- 
sorted to,  to  create  sedition  and  insurrection  in 
that  pountry,  against  the  authority  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — which  therefore  rendered  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  Florida 
an  arduous,  critical,  and  delicate  task,  and 
which  required  promptitude  and  energy.  He 
thought  it  was  therefore  proper  that  the  papers 
ahould  receive  the  reference  recommended. 

Mr.  OoLDEH  addressed  the  House  to  free  him- 
self from  any  imputation  of  being  actuated  by  a 
feeling  of  hostility  towards  General  Jackson, 
for  Mr.  0.  remembered  too  well  what  this 
oonntry  owed  to  the  gallantry  of  that  man  to 
feel  any  such  sentiment.  Mr.  0.  proceeded 
then  to  argue  that  the  House  could  not  dispense 
with  inquiry  in  any  case  in  which  complaint 
was  made  to  it ;  that,  by  the  documents  pro- 
duced, enough  was  exhibited  to  establisn  a 
probability  that  a  violation  of  personal  rights 
had  taken  place,  and  to  justify  an  exercise  of 
the  inquisitorial  power  of  the  House.  He  ar* 
gued  that  these  men  had,  by  the  treaty,  become 
divested  of  their  military  character ;  that,  if  so. 
General  Jackson  had  no  right  under  the  treaty 
to  banish  them  from  the  province.  If  they 
choose  to  remain  in  the  Territory,  to  select  our 
inatitations  and  soil,  and  forego  their  military 
character,  could  the  treaty  receive  such  a  con- 
struction as  to  enable  the  Grovernor  to  say  to 
thena,  no,  you  shall  not  become  American  citl- 
xens — you  shall  be  banished  hence?  This  pro- 
damation  was  not  justified  by  any  law,  nor  by 
the  treaty ;  it  was  an  exercise  of  power  without 
right.  Bat  there  was  another  feature  in  the 
ease,  Mr.  C.  said,  so  gross  that  he  should  forfeit 
his  character  of  a  Representative  of  the  people 
Aot  to  eiq)ress  his  dissent  from  it,  both  for  him- 
self and  colleagues.  These  banished  men  come 
back — they  are  imprisoned,  and  when  they  ask 
to  be  liberated,  the  acting  Governor  says  to 
tbem,  you  ousht  to  be  liberated — ^if  Governor 
Jackson  was  here  he  would  liberate  you — ^but 
I  eannot — ^there  is  no  remedy  for  you.  Could 
this  be  the  &ct,  asked  Mr.  0.,  that  there  was 
no  remedy  for  a  case  so  oppressive  ?  It  seemed 
that  die  Governor,  in  his  parting  orders  to 
Governor  Walton,  says  to  him,  you  must  obey 
no  laws  and  no  orders  other  than  those  cooilng 


through  me  and  delegated  by  me.  How,  asked 
Mr.  0.,  could  this  injunction  be  reconciled  with 
his  character  as  acting  Governor,  by  which  all 
the  powers  of  the  principal  devolved  on  him  f 
Mr.  0.  put  the  question  whether  these  men 
were  to  be  left  in  prison,  and  the  House  to  say 
to  them,  there  is  no  remedy  for  you — we  leave 
you  to  your  fate?  Was  it  su^cient  to  say 
they  have  their  resort  against  the  officer,  in 
the  courts,  and  by  the  recovery  of  damages  ? 
There  was  no  court  there  to  which  they  could 
appeal.  The  Governor  claims  supreme  judicial 
power,  and  would  it  not  be  a  mockery  to  refer 
these  men  to  the  sub-Governor  under  sach  cir- 
cumstances? What  redress  could  the  Presi- 
dent afford  ?  He  could  dismiss  the  officer,  it 
was  true;  but  any  order  sent  there  by  the 
President,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
would  not  be  obeyed  by  the  acting  Governor, 
for  Governor  Jackson  has  forbidden  him  to  obey 
any  that  comes  not  through  him.  Mr.  O, 
thought  some  expression  of  jdie  opinion  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  given.  If  these  acts  are 
violations  of  our  own  feelings,  our  laws,  and 
our  principles — ^we  ought  to  say  to  the  world, 
this  is  not  our  act,  but  is  the  unauthorized  act 
of  an  individual. 

Mr.  Wbioht  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Golden,)  and  contended  that' 
the  return  of  the  military  officers  of  Spain,  was 
a  violation  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made. 
And  what  security  have  we  now  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  that  territory  if  those  military  officers 
can  be  authorized  to  make  a  show  of  departing 
according  to  treaty,  and  then  return  in  opposition 
to  its  spirit,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  sedition  and 
revolt  among  the  people  ?  When  General  Jack- 
son retired  from  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory, the  administration  of  its  power  reverted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
reference  to  the  Executive,  therefore,  was  pecu« 
liarly  proper. 

Mr.  Walwobth  believed  that  his  respect  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people  was  not  less  than  that 
of  any  other  member  of  the  House ;  and  when 
a  proper  occasion  should  occur,  he  trusted  such 
a  disposition  would  be  made  manifest  But  he 
contended  that  it  was  necessary  for  ti^e  benefit 
of  the  petitioners  that  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  by  a  body  more  competent  to  do  sum- 
mary justice  than  this  House.  Hie  laws  under 
which  those  transactions  took  place  would  ex- 
pire during  this  session,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  this  Congress  to  make  the  requisite  ex- 
aminatioDs  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  rights  of  the 
petitioners  on  the  other.  The  committee  sup- 
posed the  President  was  competent  to  give  ad* 
equate  relief,  and  that  our  Executive  possessed 
the  same  relation  to  the  Grovemor  of  Florida  aa 
the  King  of  Spain  had  to  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba.  He  had  no  objection  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  any  mittary  character  where 
the  duty  of  the  military  committee  (of  which  he 
was  a  member)  called  them;  but  the  great  ob- 
jection was,  that  neither  the  committee  nor  the 
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House  had  powers  and  faoilities  adequate  to  the 
giTing  i>f  that  prompt  relief  which  the  Datore  of 
the  case  seemed  to  require. 

Mr.  LowiTDBS  would  not  have  risen  again,  if 
the  question  had  not  assumed  a  new  aspect 
since  he  made  his  motion  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  tahle.  The  petitioners,  Mr.  L.  said^ere 
now  in  jaO,  and  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House 
to  give  them  relief  would  it  not  be  better  to 
adopt  that  course  which  would  afford  it  most 
promptly?  As  relief  could  be  most  speedily  of- 
fered by  the  Executive,  would  it  not  be  better, 
Kr.  L.  asked,  to  leave  the  subject  to  him  ?  In 
adopting  this  course  the  House  would  not  aban- 
don its  inquisitorial  character,  but  best  fulfil  it 
by  affording  the  most  expeditious  redress  which 
the  case  admitted.  If  however,  the  House  dis- 
approved this  course,  let  it  at  once  put  a  period 
to  a  debate  which  appeared  interminable,  pro- 
vide a  government  for  the  Territonr  of  Florida, 
and  put  an  end  to  this  thirty  days^  tyranny,  as 
it  was  called.  Mr.  L.  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  practice  of  going  into  debate  on 
every  trivial  occasion— on  every  resolution  or 
motion  proposing  no  matter  what,  and  dragging 
into  view  Uie  conduct  of  officers,  military  and 
civil,  when  the  investigation  was  not  intended 
to  be  followed  by  any  act  or  proceeding.  These 
discussions  were  injurious,  and,  he  thought,  im- 
proper, where  they  were  not  meant  to  result  in 
some  act  or  some  definite  effect.  Where  tiiis 
was  not  the  intention,  and  where  no  new  fact 
could  be  expected,  what  advantage  could  result 
from  occupying  time  which  was  intended  for 
practical  and  useful  le^slation  ? 

Mr.  Stbwabt  was  in  favor  of  discharging  not 
only  the  committee,  but  the  House,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  He  thought 
the  only  question  was,  or  should  be,  whether  or 
not  the  subject-matter  should  not  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Military  Oommittee,  to  report  the 
facts,  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  whether  it 
was  a  matter  for  the  legation  of  this  House, 
or  for  the  exercise  of  Executive  authority.  In 
this  view,  it  was  merely  a  question  of  fisdse  im- 
prisonment, and  it  seemed  to  be  a  matter  to  de- 
cide whether  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into 
a  court  to  determine  questions  of  that  sort. 
And  if  they  do  determine  to  try  such  questions 
for  the  benefit  of  Spaniards,  is  it  not  equally 
proper,  he  asked,  that  we  should  decide  similar 
oases  among  our  own  citizens  ?  And  if  we  are 
to  decide  cases  of  false  imprisonment,  is  it  not 
equally  proper  that  we  should  undertake  to  try 
Questions  of  assault  and  battery?  He  really 
thought  it  was  a  transposition  of  authority  be- 
tween the  judicial  and  legislative  departments^ 
which  was  guarded  against  by  the  constitution. 
It  led,  in  his  opinion,  to  a  protracted  and  un- 
profitable discussion,  in  which  all  that  had 
been  said  of  Jackson  and  Callava,  et  id  genus 
Ofnne^  would  be  brought  into  view,  and  all  those 
angry  passions  which  those  matters  seemed  so 
fertile  in  producing  would  break  out  anew.  He 
thought  every  principle  therefore  of  justice  and 
of  policy  required  that  it  should  be  referred  to 


the  Executive  department  It  might  also  inte^ 
fere  with  pending  negotiations  between  fhk 
Government  and  Spain. 

Mr.  McDuFFis  thought  the  sound  sense  of 
the  House  would  indicate  the  propriety  of  pur- 
suing the  course  recommended  by  the  Military 
Committee;  and  he  feared  that  if  the  HoDse 
were  to  act  otherwise  upon  this  subject,  it  must 
act  upon  it  unwisely  and  i^judicionriy.  What 
was  the  inquiry  he  asked  ?  Not  whether  oar 
officers  had  acted  incorrectly,  but  whether  the 
subjects  of  a  foreign  power  have  received  from 
our  officers  an  ii\)ury.  And  to  whom  is  sndi 
application  for  redress  to  be  preferred  ?  To  the 
Executive.  It  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  there 
were  difficult  questions  pending  between  this 
country  and  Spain  and  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  Spain  to  throv 
firebrands  into  the  public  councils^  to  distract 
the  operations  of  this  Gk)vernment.  They  had 
already  attempted  to  excite  disaffection  and 
disturbance  in  that  quarter.  He  would  admit 
there  ought  to  be  harmony  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
no  man  would  go  further  than  he  would  to  dis- 
countenance a  spirit  of  division  and  distrust. 
But  he  was  not  disposed  to  change  the  ordina- 
ry channels  in  which  business  shoidd  proceed  on 
the  ground  that  the  nation  had  not  confidence 
in  the  Executive.  He  asked  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bastbolph,)  in  speaking  of 
the  loss  of  oonfidenoe  in  the  Executive,  did  not 
mistake  his  own  for  the  pulse  of  the  House,  and 
of  the  nation  ?  What  Administration,  he  would 
ask,  had  ever  been  fortunate  enough  to  entitle 
iteelf  to  that  gentleman's  confidence  ?  Or  was 
it  proper  for  the  House  to  pay  very  great  defe^ 
ence  to  the  censures  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
opposed  every  Administration  ?  When  it  is  so 
difficult,  continued  Mr.  D.,  to  preserve  harmony 
among  ourselves,  it  is  at  least  derarable  to  ex- 
clude the  effects  of  foreign  disorganization  and 
foreign  influence.  And  what  is  there  before 
the  House  as  evidence  on  which  to  act^  bat  av 
pa/rte  statements  of  these  petitioners;  and  this, 
too,  to  the  exclusion  of  tnat  testimony  which 
the  hold  this  Grovemment  has  upon  tiie  daty 
and  the  honor  of  its  own  officers  and  agents 
presents  to  oppose  it  ?  And  whose  fa/uU  wu  Of 
he  tMmld  further  inqudre^  that  the  gaeenment 
of  Florida  was  proooruular  and  tyrawniealt 
Whose  but  our  own  t  The  government  of  ilo^ 
ida  was  an  anomaly — a  territory  of  this  Govern- 
ment yet,  inhabited  by  Spaniards.  But  ooold 
a  free  government  be  adapted  to  the  condition 
of  slaves  I  A  free  government  is  only  anxUiaiy 
to  human  happiness  when  it  holds  its  jurisdio- 
tion  over  a  fte^  people.  Mr.  MoDxtffib  extend- 
ed his  observations  to  considerable  length  up^ 
the  necessity  that  existed  of  erecting  a  form  w 
government  adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of 
the  people.  The  Spaniards  tiiere  could  have  no 
just  ideas  of  civil  liberty,  of  trial  by  jury,  A^i 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  to  examine 
his  trust  in  the  spirit  of  that  government  wiw 
which  he  was  intrusted.  J(f  any  blame  retted 
anywhere^  thertfore,  it  must  be  on  those  by  whfft^ 
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the  gctemm&nt  teas  organieed.  Bat,  in  review- 
ing the  TarioQs  circamstances,  he  thought  we 
ought  not  to  ootmtenance  a  coarse  calculated 
to  produce  distrust  in  our  own  Executiye,  and 
to  lead  the  Spanish  Goyemment  to  helieve  tibat 
we  would  not  sustain  our  own  Administration. 

Mr.  Bkid  (as  well  as  he  could  be  heard)  spoke 
to  show  there  was  an  impropriety  in  referring 
this  petition  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  that 
its  proper  course  would  have  been  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  as  well  from  respect  for  the 
officers  implicated,  as  to  show  to  them  that  if 
their  conduct  had  been  improper,  it  would  re- 
ceive no  countenance  in  this  House.  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  drcumstanoes  but  from  hearing 
the  paper  read ;  but  he  felt  much  interest  in  the 
tianaaction,  and  he  would  not  disguise,  that  in 
this  he  had  a  feeling  growing  out  of  an  intima- 
cy with  one  of  the  piuiies  concerned  in  this  in- 
quiry, of  date  as  early  as  boyhood.  He  advo- 
cated a  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  conmiit- 
tee ;  and  let  the  censure  fall  where  it  was  mer- 
ited. He  was  fiEir  from  expressing  any  distrust 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  this  oc- 
casion, or  in  his  proceedings  in  rdation  to  Flor- 
ida, but  there  was  certainly  no  propriety  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  him.  Where  was  the 
danse  of  the  constitution  which  referred  such 
a  case  to  the  Executive,  and  excluded  this  House 
from  inquiring  into  it  ?  If  both  are  coequal,  on 
what  pretence  will  the  House  answer  these 
Spanish  gentlemen  that  we  cannot  afford  them 
redress  f  Was  it  because  it  would  produce  dis- 
coasion  f  Whatever  investiffation  of  the  sub- 
ject or  discussion  might  tS^e  place  here,  it 
would  not  deprive  the  Executive  of  the  power 
to  act)  and  anord  ultimate  redress.  How  were 
these  people  attempting  to  throw  firebrands  in 
the  public  councils?  Had  they  not  been  ex- 
pelled from  their  firesides,  from  Uieir  homes,  and 
finally  thrown  into  prison  9  Was  this  a  case  of 
wanton  or  causeless  appeal  to  the  House  ?  Mr. 
£.  defended  the  act  of  last  session,  which,  though 
jiassed  in  haste,  was  not  intended  to  give  the 
ta'annical  powers  imputed  to  it — ^not  to  confer 
the  powers  of  a  Spanish  Captain  General  of  Cu- 
ba; and  the  first  iaea  he  had  of  such  a  thing  was 
when  he  heard  the  exercise  of  those  powers ;  and 
liewd  of  them,  he  said,  with  amazement  The 
people  who  had  just  emerged  from  a  govern- 
ment of  tyranny,  were,  by  this  construction  of 
the  act,  thrown  back  into  it.  This  was  an  effect 
never  intended  by  CongreBO, 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  his  reasons  for  calling  Mr.  MoDuv- 
wm  to  order,  (which  he  had  done  from  a  mia- 
apprehension  of  thatgentleman^s  meaning,)  and 
las  satisfaction  with  the  explanation  given.  He 
bad  not  the  least  disposition  to  carp  at  words 
used  in  the  heat  of  debate,  but  the  words  used 
justified  hia  construction  of  them.  He  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  these  poor  Spaniards,  kept  under 
lock  and  key  in  Pensacola,  throwing  the  brand 
of  diaoord  m  the  Cabinet — it  needed  no  Guy 
Fanz  to  execute  such  a  gunpowder  plot  as  that. 
In  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDuffus,)  that  he  had 
not  supported  any  Administration,  he  would 
merely  say — ^though  not  to  know  that  gentle- 
man might  argue  himself  unknown — ^yet  he 
could  say  that,  for  more  years  than  he  had 
heard  that  gentleman^s  name,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House,  and  gave  his  best  support  to  the  then 
Administration.  In  reference  to  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  Florida  bill  of  last  session,  he,  act- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  Chairman,  waited  on  the  President,  and 
asked  to  know  the  views  of  Uie  Executive — ^the 
bill  corresponded  with  those  views.*    He  had 

*  Thia  statement  of  Mr.  Baitdolpb  carries  the  orl{^  of 
the  bill  ap  to  the  President  and  his  Oabinet,  as  all  who  are 
oonyenant  with  legislation  under  soch  elrcninstances — car- 
rying treaties  into  effect  hj  law— know  is  always  the  case. 
Bnoh  bills  s^  drawn  in  the  Department  of  State,  after  Oabi* 
net  consultation,  and  then  reported  to  the  House,  or  Senate, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 
The  following  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  that  relates  to  the 
goyemment  of  the  Territory : 

**  Sia  %  And  be  U  further  macUd^  That,  until  the  end 
of  the  first  session  of  tne  next  Congress,  unless  provlsioh  for 
the  temporary  goyemment  of  ssld  Territories  be  sooner 
made  by  Congr^s,  all  the  military,  dyll,  and  Judicial  powers 
exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing  goyemment  of  the 
same  Territories,  shaJl  be  yestod  in  such  person  and  persons, 
and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  ss  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territories  In  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  relattng  to  the  reyenne  and  its  collection,  subject  to 
the  modiflcaaon  stipulated  by  the  fllteenth  article  of  the 
said  treaty,  in  &yor  of  Spanish  yessels  and  their  cargoes,  and 
the  laws  relating  to  the  importation  of  persons  of  color,  shall 
be  extended  to  the  said  Territories.^ 

A  brief  enactment,  but  very  comprehensiye,  and  under 
which  General  Jackson,  first  American  Goyernor  of  the 
Floridas,  was  commissioned  with  **  aU  th4  powm'9  and  an- 
thorUUt  hereU^s  $BMreU&d  hy  1h6  Oowmor  and  Cap- 
tain  Oeneral  and  Intendani  tf  OubOy  and  ly  the  Oov- 
emort  <tf  Hatt  and  Wett  Florida^  wUhin  the  •aid  Frav- 
incMf  rtspecUvely,"  And  upon  this  ample  power,  two 
limitations  alone  were  placed  by  the  commission-;^4i<,  that 
no  new  tax  should  be  Imposed  by  the  Goyernor ;  Moomtty, 
that  no  grant  for  land  should  be  made,  or  confirmed.  And 
with  this  commission  corresponded  the  heading  to  the 
proclamation,  drawn  at  the  Department  of  State,  sad  ftir- 
nished  to  the  General,  and  to  be  promulgated  on  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Territories.  Thus :  **  By  Ma^  Qtnsral  Anr 
dreio  Jaekion,  Governor  of  the  Frovincee  qfthe  Floridaa, 
eooercMnff  the  poutere  qf  the  Captain  General  and  <^  As 
Ifdvndani  of  the  leland  qf  Cuba  over  the  eaidprovineeef 
and  of  the  Govemore  itf  eaid  provineeSf  reepeeU^ely,^ 
And,  according  to  this  heading  ftimlshed  by  the  Goyem- 
ment, sll  the  public  acts  promulgated  by  General  Jackson- 
ordinances,  decrees,  Judgments,  prodamattons,  Ae^  were 
headed  with  the  same  words;  so  that  he  constantly  ap- 
peared. In  his  official  character,  as  Captain  General  and  In- 
tendant  of  Cuba,  and  as  the  Spanish  Goyernor  of  the  two 
Floridas :  a  character  quite  inoonaistent  with  the  idea  of  any 
existence  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stotes  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  his  dominion.  He  oonstantly  repulsed 
the  idea  of  the  presence  of  the  constitution  in  the  Territory 
eommitted  to  his  charge ;  and  in  that  repulsion  he  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Federal  Executiye  Goyemment  at  Washing- 
ton, and  by  each  House  of  Congress,  each  of  these  authori- 
ties reftising  to  entettain,  as  breaches  of  the  eonstitatloa,  the 
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never  supported  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  He 
was,  therefore,  exempt  from  any  blame,  per- 
sonally, for  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  B.  went  on 
at  considerable  length  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoDuf- 
FiB,  to  vindicate  his  course  on  this  and  on  vari- 
ous other  subjects  connected  with  the  part  he 
took  in  the  public  councils  in  vears  past.  Mr. 
B.  contended  that  it  was  per^Uy  competent 
for  the  House  to  order  the  discharge  of  the  pe- 
titioners, as  it  had  in  the  case  of  American  citi- 
zens BO  neld  in  imprisonment  by  the  public  offi- 
cers, and  between  these  persons  and  American 
citizens  there  should  be  no  difference. 

Mr.  MoDiJFFiB  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr. 
Bandolph  on  those  points  of  his  remarks  not 
particularly  applicable  to  the  question  under 
consideration ;  and  concluded  with  an  argument 
to  show  that  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  was  the  proper  department  to  ap- 
ply the  petition  for  redress  in  the  present  case, 
which  had  been  improperly  addre^ld  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Habdin  understood  the  import  of  the 
memorial  to  be,  that  the  petitioners  had  been 
long  citizens  of  Pensaoola,  and  officers  under 
the  Grovemment  of  Spain ;  that  they  departed 
from  the  territory  pursuant  to  treaty,  and  re- 
turned as  private  individuals,  for  the  purpose 
of  revisiting  the  land  of  their  nativity,  and  to 
enjoy  their  property.  He  denied  the  arbitrary 
powera  which  Uie  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
una  (Mr.  MoDttftie)  contended  the  Territorial 
Government  possessed ;  and  was  proceeding  in 
his  remarks,  when  he  (it  being  after  4  o'clock) 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
agreed  to-— ayes  81 ;  and,  thereupon^  the  House 
adjourned. 

Monday,  February  26. 
Tr<m»aetion»  at  Fensaeola. 

^  The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  and 
the  question  recurring  to  agree  to  a  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
two  Spaniards,  imprisoned  in  Pensaoola  by  the 
orders  of  the  acting  Governor — 

Mr.  EusTiB,  the  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  stated  that  he  was  informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  tlie  papers  relative  to  the 
confinement  of  these  men  had  been  forwarded 
from  Pensacola  to  General  Jackson;  that  he 
had  transmitted  them  to  the  President;  that 
they  were  received  in  this  city  on  Thursday 
last ;  that  an  order  was  issued  for  the  release 
of  the'  men  on  Saturday,  and  was  actually 
despatched  for  Pensacola. 

^  No  question  was  taken  on  the  subject  pre- 
vious to  the  adjournment,  which  took  place  be- 
fore four  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ban- 


«omplainte  forwarded  against  him  by  those  who  had  been 
mllitartiy  dealt  with  under  his  goyernment.  For  all  which, 
■ee  the  debates  In  Congress,  and  the  answers  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  complaining  parties. 


DOLPH,  which  motion,  preceded  by  a  pertinent 
speech,  was  founded  on  report,  which  bad 
reached  the  Capitol,  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pnn:- 
KEY,  Senator  from  Maryland,  which  report 
afterwards  turned  out  to  be  premature. 
Mr.  Randolph's  remarks  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  B.  rose,  he  said,  to  announce  to  the 
House  a  fact,  which,  he  hoped,  would  put  an 
end,  at  least  for  this  day,  to  all  farther  jar  or 
collision,  here  or  elsewhere,  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body.  Yes,  for  this  one  day,  at 
least,  said  he,  let  us  say,  as  our  first  mother  said 
to  our  first  father — 

*'  While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  perhaps 
Between  hb  two  iet  there  be  peace.** 

I  rise  to  announce  to  the  House,  the  not  im- 
looked-for  death  of  a  man  who  Med  the  first 
place  in  the  public  estimation,  in  the  first  pro- 
fession in  that  estimation,  in  this  or  in  any  other 
country.  We  have  been  talking  of  ueueral 
Jackson,  and  a  greater  than  him  is,  not  hero, 
but  gone  for  ever  I  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  boast 
of  Maryland,  and  the  pride  of  the  TJnited  8tates 
— the  pride  of  all  of  us — ^but  particularly  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  profession  of  which 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  a  member,  and  an  emi- 
nent one.  He  was  a  man  with  whom  I  lived, 
when  a  member  of  this  House,  and  a  new  one 
too — and  ever  since  he  left  it  for  the  other— I 
speak  it  with  pride — in  habits,  not  merely  ueg- 
atively  friendly,  but  of  kindness  and  cordiality. 
The  last  time  that  I  saw  him  was  on  Saturday 
— ^the  last  Saturday  but  one-— in  the  pride  of 
life,  and  full  possession  and  vigor  of  all  his  fac- 
ulties, in  that  lobby.  He  is  now  gone  to  his 
account,  (for  as  the  tree  falls,  so  it  must  lie,) 
where  we  must  all  go— where  I  must  very  soon 
go,  and  by  the  same  road  too,  the  course  of  na- 
ture ;  and  where  all  of  us,  put  off  the  evil  day 
as  long  as  we  may,  must  also  soon  go.  For 
what  is  the  past  but  as  a  span,  and  whidi  of  nfl 
can  look  forward  to  as  many  year^  as  we  hare 
lived  ?  The  last  act  of  intercourse  between  us 
was  an  act,  the  recollection  of  which  I  would 
not  be  without,  for  all  the  offices  that  all  the 
men  of  the  United  States  have  filled,  or  e?er 
shall  fill.  He  had,  indeed,  his  faults^-foiblea,  I 
should  rather  say;  and,  sir,  who  is  withoot 
them  ?  Let  such,  and  such  only,  cast  the  first 
stone.  And  these  foibles,  fiiults  if  you  will, 
which  everybody  could  see,  because  everybody 
is  clear-sighted  in  regard  to  the  faifits  and 
foibles  of  others ;  he,  I  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  the  first  to  acknowledge,  on  a  proper 
representation  of  them.  Every  thing  now  is 
hidden  to  us — not,  Gnod  forbid  I  that  utter  dark- 
ness rests  upon  the  grave,  which,  hideous  as  it 
is,  is  lighted,  cheered,  and  warmed  by  fire  from 
Heaven — ^not  the  impious  fire  fabled  to  be  stolen 
from  Heaven  by  the  heathen,  but  by  the  spirit 
of  the  living  God.  whom  we  all  profess  to  wor- 
ship, and  whom  I  hope  we  shall  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  this  day  in  worshipping,  not  with 
mouth-honor,  but  in  our  hearts ;  in  spirit  and 
in  truth — ^that  it  may  not  be  said  of  us,  also^ 
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"  This  people  draweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their 
month,  and  honoreUi  me  with  their  lips,  hut 
their  heart  is  far  from  me."  Yes,  it  is  Jnst  so. 
He  is  gone.  I  will  not  say  that  onr  loss  is  irre- 
parable; becanse  such  a  man  as  haa  existed 
may  exist  again.  There  has  been  a  Homer; 
there  has  been  a  Shakspeare ;  there  has  been 
a  Milton;  there  has  been  a  Newton.  There 
may  then  be  another  Pinkney,  but  there  is  now 
none.  And  it  was  to  announce  this  event  I 
have  risen.  I  am,  said  Mr.  R.,  idmost  iDcliued 
to  believe  in  presentiments.  I  have  been  aU 
along  as  well  assnred  of  the  fatal  termination  of 
that  disease  with  which  he  was  affected,  as  I 
am  now.  And  I  have  dragged  my  weary  limbs 
before  sunrise  to  the  door  of  his  sick  chamber, 
(for  I  would  not  intrude  upon  the  sacred  sor- 
rows of  his  family,)  almost  every  morning  since 
his  illness.  From  the  first  I  had  almost  no 
hope.  I  move  yon,  sir,  that  this  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

When  Mr.  B.  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  acyonrnment,  and  carried,  n&m,  eon. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 

After  the  Journal  of  yesterday  had  been  read, 
in  a  part  of  which  the  fact  of  Mr.  Randolph's 
having  yesterday  announced  the  death  of  Mr. 
PniKNET  was  stated — 

Mr.  Rakdolph  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
prayed  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
delegation  from  Maryland,  and  particularly  of 
the  young  member  behind  him,  (Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Maryland,)  whom,  as  well  as  his  late  father, 
hia  fellow-laborer  in  that  House,  he  was  happy 
to  caA  his  friend,  for  having  announced  a  fact 
which  took  place  yesterday,  though  not  true  at 
the  time  the  annundation  was  made.  [He  al- 
luded to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Mary* 
land.]  And  it  was  due  to  his  own  character  to 
state  with  precision  the  canal  through  which 
he  obtained  the  information.  On  the  seats  re- 
served for  them,  I  saw,  said  Mr.  R.,  one  of  the 
Jostices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Fnited 
States,  who  told  me  that  the  fact  was  so.  I 
aaked  him  if  he  was  sure  of  it.  He  replied  that 
he  was — ^for  he  had  just  seen  another  gentleman 
— a  most  worthy  member  of  the  bar  of  Balti- 
m<»e,  equally  entitled  to  credit,  and  none  could 
be  more  so— who  told  him  that  he  had  seen 
the  corpse.  From  thence  I  returned  to  my 
•eat.  At  that  moment  a  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Robs)  was  addressing  the  Chair.  The  in- 
tervening time  did  not,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
exeeed  two  minutes :  and  time,  under  such  cir- 
eomstances,  would  hardly  appear  shorter  than 
tfa«  reality.  I  was  myself,  said  Mr.  R.,  under 
an  impulse  which  I  was  as  utterly  unable  to 
control,  as  I  now  am  to  control  the  throbbing 
arteriee  of  my  fFame.  It  was  under  that  im- 
pabe  I  announced  it  as  a  fact  to  the  House — 
lor  I  oonld  not  bear  that  we  should  be  occupied 
with  Uiat  sort  of  discussion  which  was  then 
pending,  or  with  any,  at  a  time  when  a  loss 
had  occurred  to  this  nation,  and  a  void  created 


which  never  can  be  filled — the  loss  of  a  man 
whose  legal  reputation  transcended  that  of  any 
other  man  in  this  country — the  President  of 
that  Court — of  which  both  were  most  illustri- 
ous ornaments — only  excepted;  for,  of  all 
others,  it  might  be  said  that,  in  point  of  profes- 
sional renown,  at  least,  they  were  proximi  longo 
intervallo. 

Mr.  R.  concluded,  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  apology  he  had  made  would  be  ac- 
cepted by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  He 
owed  it  to  his  very  respectable  informant  to 
state,  that  the  whole  grew  out  of  that  gentle- 
man^s  mistaking  the  statement  of  the  gendeman 
from  whom  he  had  drawn  hu  InfbrmatiotL 
which  was,  that  he  had  seen  a  person  who  said 
he  had  seen  the  last  sad  remains  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  not  that  he  had  seen  them  himself. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  entry  above  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Journal  was  then  expunged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMrrn,  of  Maryland,  the 
order  of  business  of  the  day  was  dispensed  with, 
and  a  recess  at  the  pleasure  of  the  House  was 
directed. 

Soon  afterwards  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
William  Pinknst,  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his 
funeral  would  be  attended  on  to-morrow  from 
the  Senate  Chamber,  at  11  o^olock  in  the  fore- 
noon. 

Mr.  Smfth,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to : 

JUtohoed^  That  this  House  will  attend  the  faneral 
of  iha  Hon.  William  Pinkney,  late  a  member  of  the 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Muyland,  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memoiy  of  the  deceaaed,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  over  to  Thors- 
day. 

Thubsdat,  February  28. 

Treaties  ioith  the  Oherohee  and  Greek  IndioMf 
to  extinguish  their  litis  to  Lands  in  Georgia, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PsBsmsNT  OF  THB  Ukitbd  Statbs  : 

To  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  o/ihe  United  States: 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for  holding  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  extingaishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  porsoant  to  the  4th  condition  of  the 
first  article  ofthe  Articles  of  Agreement  and  Cession 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  a  treaty  was  held  with 
the  Creek  nation,  the  expense  of  which,  npon  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners  who 
were  appointed  to  condnct  the  negotiation,  was  ascer- 
tained to  amount  to  the  sum  of  $24,695,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  of  $5,805, 
a  smn  too  small  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  also,  with  the 
Cherokees,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  act  making 
Ihe  i^ropriation.    The  Legislatare  of  Geoxgia  being 
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still  dedrooB  that  a  treaty  ahould  be  held  for  further 
extingnUhment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
that  State,  to  obtain  an  indemnity  to  the  citizens  of 
that  State  for  property-  of  considerable  value  which 
had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  Cherokee  Indians^ 
I  submit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
that  a  further  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  bfd&noe 
of  the  former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the 
expense  attending  a  treal^  with  them,  may  be  appro- 
priated, should  (ingress  deem  it  prudent.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washenoton,  JFhbruarjf  25,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  vhole  House,  to  which  is 
committed  the  joint  resolution  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  and  Gesdon  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  entered  into 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

JVansaetiom  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Whitmak,  of  Maine,  rose  to  address  the 
House.  He  thought  the  period  had  arrived  in 
which  it  had  become  proper  to  take  into  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  House  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  related  to  the 
transactions  in  Florida.  In  the  course  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  hos- 
tility to  either  of  the  individuals  to  whose  con- 
duct the  inquiry  principally  related.  The  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  this  investigation  was  an  irk- 
some task,  but  he  believed  it  a  duty  to  perform 
it.  That  part  of  the  documents  which  seemed 
to  be  referable  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  contained,  in  his  opinion,  facts  which 
ought  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Would  it  be  said  that  this  subject 
was  an  affair  which  belonged  to  the  Executive 
only,  because  those  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  Executive?  If,  indeed,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
Executive  only  were  affected  by  these  transac- 
tions, the  argument  might  be  a  good  one.  But 
the  character  of  the  nation  was  also  involved, 
and  it  could  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  sit  still,  when  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Executive  had  no  disposition  to 
interfere. 

Mr.  WmncAN  thereupon  handed  to  the  Cluur 
the  following  resolutions : 

*  This  Measige  from  Mr.  Monroe  deserres  to  be  noted  for 
its  strict  oonfonnlty  to  the  oonstitation,  In  obtaining  the 
ssnction  of  Congress,  through  sn  spproprUtlon,  before  he 
would  make  a  treaty  involving  an  expenditure  to  cany  It 
into  effect  These  were  only  Indian  treatiee^  for  the  par- 
ehsse  of  Indian  lands  within  a  State ;  yet  he  would  not  hold 
the  treaty  until  the  ol^^ot  was  sanotioned  by  the  Legidatlye 
power.  How  dliforent  from  these  later  times,  when  treaties 
are  made,  or  proposed,  with  foreign  powers,  to  purchase 
foreign  territory  at  a  cost  of  10, 20, 60, 100,  and  250  millions 
of  dollars;  and  all  kept  a  seoret  friom  Congress  and  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  any  treaty  is  made,  even  then  not  leaving  Con- 
gress and  the  Senate  to  free  action  upon  it,  but  making  it  an 
administration  measure,  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  idl  the 
means  of  acting  on  the  will  of  membezs  known  to  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  President 


Retolveif  That  sach  parts  of  the  docnmeDts  aooom- 
paoyiDg  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  28&  Janoaiy  last,  as  oompriss  ths 
correspondence  between  Andrew  Jackson,  late  Gof- 
emor  of  the  floridas,  his  deputies  and  suhstxtoteii 
and  the  officers  of  His  Cathie  Majesty  there  rea- 
dent,  and  the  issuing  by  the  said  Jackson  of  Ids 
proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821,  be  is- 
fezred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Revolted,  That  such  parts  of  the  docomenti  so- 
companying  the  Message  of  the  President  of  ^ 
United  States,  of  the  283i  of  January  last,  as  relates 
to  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions  on  die  part  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Groremor  of  the  Floridss,  snd 
the  controversy  reUtive  thereto,  between  him  snd 
Elegius  Fromentin,  Judge  of  the  Court  theretn,  bo 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Buolvtd,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  so- 
oompanying  the  Message  of  the  President  of  ths 
United  States,  of  the  28Ui  of  January  last,  aa  relsis 
to  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  whik 
claiming  to  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  there,  and  to 
enforce  his  proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1831, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiun. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Whitman  then  resumed  his  remarks  on 
the  subject,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Gk>vernor  of  Florida  did  not  possess  tiiose  jodi- 
cial  powers  of  which  he  claimed  the  exercise. 
He  referred  to  the  act  under  which  that  officer 
was  appointed,  and  contended  that  it  was  not  a 
fair  construction  of  that  law  to  consider  it  as 
conferring  upon  the  Governor  the  powers  which 
the  Spanish  Government  had  conferred  upoa 
the  Captain  Creneral  of  Cuba.  The  law  was 
made  with  reference  to  the  existing  habits  and 
laws  of  this  country,  and  it  was  never  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  or  of  the  people, 
to  combine  judicial,  executive,  and  military 
powers  in  the  same  person — and  he  contended 
that  the  moment  the  cession  was  consummated, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  took  place  of  the 
Spanish  laws  in  the  Territory  of  ^orida.  Ho 
aLso  maintained  that,  so  far  as  the  laws  of 
Florida  were  adopted,  tliey  were  cumulative 
only,  and  did  not  exclude  the  fundamental  laws 
of  this  Government,  and  these  laws  it  was  the 
especial  and  exclusive  right  of  the  judge  who 
was  appointed  over  that  Territory  to  interpret 
and  enlbrce.  He  therefore  thousht  there  was 
a  peculiar  propriety  in  referring  t^is  part  of  the 
suDject  to  the  conmuttee-  to  which  he  proposed 
to  refer  it. 

In  respect  to  the  third  part  of  the  resolution, 
he  also  expressed  his  views  at  length  in  enforc- 
ing a  reference  of  it  to  the  Military  Committee; 
and  concluded  by  observing  that  he  should  bave 
ceased  his  remarks  long  ago  had  he  not  been 
interrupted ;  yet  he  could  not  forbear  to  expresa 
his  hope  that  the  House  would  not  sit  still  and 
sanction,  by  silent  acquiescence,  a  combinatioii 
of  executive,  judicial,  and  military  powers  in  a 
single  individual,  which  was  a  precedent  too 
important  to  be  suffered  to  gather  strength  by 
the  silence  of  the  Hottse. 
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Mr.  WmaBT,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  a  sabject  which  had  abeady  excited 
considerable  discnssion,  should  now  be  brought 
forward  in  another  shape.  He  believed  it  was 
imwise  to  snffer  it  to  distract  tbe  attention  of 
the  Ilonse,  at  a  time  when  other  subjects  of 
greater  importance  were  pressing  upon  the  at- 
tentioD  of  this  body.  He  contended  that  the 
course  pursned  by  the  Gk>vernor  of  Florida  was 
eyldently  correct,  and  that  the  documents  be- 
fore the  House  fully  proved  it.  He  had  read 
them  with  admiration,  and  they  renewed  his 
confidence  in  the  distinguished  person  who  was 
sent  to  execute  the  laws  in  Florida.  Tbe  peo- 
ple of  that  place  did  not  even  possess  Territo- 
risl  laws.  It  was  not  possible,  at  Uiat  time,  to 
make  such  a  code  of  laws,  and  General  Jackson 
was  sent,  clothed  with  authority  to  carry  such 
as  were  adopted  into  execution.  And  what  has 
he  done  ?  He  has  done  what  the  law  directed, 
and  he  has  done  no  more — and  such  is  tiie 
opinion  of  the  Executive.  If  anybody  is  in 
fault,  it  is  the  Executive.  Why  not  move,  then, 
that  he  be  impeached  ?  Take  the  bull  by  the 
horns  instead  of  directing  these  measures  against 
an  officer  whose  conduct  is  approved  by  the 
ExecQtive  of  the  nation.  Mr.  w.  adverted  to 
the  equivocal  and  shuffling  evasions  that  were 
resorted  to  by  the  Spaniards  to  procrastinate  or 
defeat  the  cession.  Energetic  measures  were 
essentially  necessary  to  accomplish  Uie  objects 
of  oar  Government ;  and,  as  General  Jackson 
was  charged  with  that  duty,  he  was  under  an 
imperious  obligation  to  secure  the  rights  of  this 
Government.  In  the  performance  of  the  task 
required  of  him,  Mr.  W.  contended.  General 
Jackson  had  acted  strictlv  within  his  duty. 
The  Spaniards  had  evaded,  by  every  possible 
artifice,  the  ftdfilment  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 
One  stipulation  of  that  treaty  was,  that  those 
Spaniards  who  were  there  should  depart  firom 
the  Territory.  It  was  contended,  however, 
tiiat,  although  they  came  back  again,  vet,  by 
once  departmg,  they  had  complied  with  the 
treaty.  But  was  this  a  fuliSlment  of  the  spirit 
of  that  instrumeitt  ? 

Mr.  GiLMKB  rose  to  give  the  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  documents  relating  to  the  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Gommittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  establishing  a  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  quoted  the  law 
of  the  hist  sesaion  to  show  that,  by  it^  certain 
rights  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  Florida, 
^  He  also  quoted  that  law  to  show  what 
•ort  of  authority  the  President  was  to  give  to 
officers  appointed  for  Florida,  and  compared 
General  Jackson's  commission  with  the  pro- 
tons of  that  law,  with  a  view  to  show  that 
the  powers  granted  to  him,  (being  those  belong- 
iag  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,)  were 
greater  than  those  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
the  hut  session.  It  was  important,  he  argued, 
that,  in  the  establishment  of  a  system  for  the 
fixture  government  of  Florida,  no  such  mistake 
■hould  be  committed.    He  waa^  with  a  view  to 


this  object,  about  inquiring  into  what  were  the 
powers  of  the  Captam  General  of  Cuba,  when 
the  Speaker  restrained  him  in  the  range  of  his 
remarks,  by  observing  that  the  question  before 
the  House  (that  of  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table)  did  not  admit  of  that  course  of  debate. 
Mr.  G.  then  only  added,  that  he  thought  it  im- 
portant that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  government  of  Florida,  should 
have  these  papers  before  them,  in  order  to  de- 
tect the  error  from  which  so  much  difficulty 
had  flowed. 

Mr.  Lowimss  expressed  his  hope  that  those 
resolutions  would  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  further  expressed  his  opinion  that  no  ad- 
vantage would  result  from  referring  these  docu- 
ments to  any  committee.  The  general  facts 
which  they  presented  were  sufficiently  known 
to  be  referred  to  in  debate  on  l^e  Florida  Gov- 
ernment bill,  without  specially  referring  them 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  The  whole 
subject  was  already  before  the  House,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  he  did 
not  perceive  that  any  special  order  in  relation 
to  these  documents  was  necessary,  or  even  de- 
sirable, &c. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  of  opinion  that,  after 
what  had  passed,  a  full  investigation  ought  to 
be  had  on  this  subject.  A  charge  had  been 
preferred  against  a  public  officer  of  high  char- 
acter, not  only  of  an  intention  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  country,  but  of  having  actually 
violated  them :  and,  said  Mr.  B.,  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  are  bound  to  investi- 
gate the  charge.  The  most  serious  consequences 
might  be  expected  to  result,  i^  after  charges  of 
thi^  sort  were  made  against  an  individual,  this 
House  should  avoid  meeting  the  question — 
should  put  them  to  sleep  by  permanently  lay- 
ing them  on  the  table.  He,  for  one,  was  willing 
to  mcNBt  the  proper  responsibility  of  declaring 
his  opinion,  either  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
this  distinguished  individual.  This  was  what 
the  people  would  expect  of  their  Representa- 
tives, and  Mr.  B.  trusted  they  would  not  be 
disappointed.  The  best  course,  he  thought^ 
which  this  subject  could  now  take,  would  be,  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take  it  up  after 
other  subiects,  demanding  more  immediate  at- 
tention, should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  in  fiavor  of  laying  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  and  of  keeping  it  there.  He 
had  been  of  opinion  from  the  hrst  that  it  was 
not  a  proper  subj'ect  for  the  interposition  of  this 
House.  If  any  improper  exercise  of  authority 
had  existed  in  Florida,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  responsible  for  it,  and  to  him 
he  wished  to  leave  it  &c. 

Mr.  Whitman  made  a  few  further  remarks ; 
when. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  prevuled — ^ayes 
101,  noes  41. 
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Satubdat,  March  2. 

TransactumB  in  Florida — Firial  Action  of  the 
House — Re/tuing  (without  division  of  its  mem- 
hers)  to  take  Coffnieanee  of  the  Complaints  of 
the  Persons  who  had  "been  Extemporaneously^ 
and  Militarily  dealt  witK  either  by  Governor 
JcusJsson  himself  or  by  the  'Acting  Oocemor, 
George  Walton^  Esq. 

The  next  subject  in  the  orders  of  the  day, 
was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs on  the  petitions  of  the  Spanish  officers  con- 
fined in  Pensacola^  which  report  recommend- 
ed that  the  Militaiy  Committee  be  discharged 
from  the  fhrther  consideration  thereof.  The 
motion  depending  when  this  snbjeot  was  last 
under  consideration,  was,  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
— which  would  be  in  effect  to  put  aside  the 
subject.  And  the  question  was  taken  on  lay- 
ing the  same  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  division. 

Suppression  qfPiraey, 

Mr.  MoLane,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  pursuant  to  certain 
resolutions  submitted  to  them,  respeotiDg  the 
piracies  committed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  coDtiguous  seas — setting  forth  the  measures 
that  had  been  resorted  to  to  suppress  them,  and 
the  views  of  the  committee  in  relation^  to 
further  measures  that  were  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affaira,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  several  resolatioiu  of  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  3d  of  Januaiy,  and  5th  and  6th  of 
Febniary  last,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, in  part :  That  they  have  made  the  investigation 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  and 
have  kept  in  view  the  general  object  of  prot«cting 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  goarding  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
from  violation,  upon  terms  the  least  embarrassing  to 
the  public  finances. 

The  extent,  however,  to  which  the  ^rstem  of  plun- 
der upon  the  ocean  is  carried  on  in  uie  West  India 
seas,  and  the  Grulf  of  Mexico,  is  truly  alarming,  and 
calls  imperiously  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  inter- 
position of  the  General  Government.  Some  firesh  in- 
stance of  the  atrocity  with  which  the  pirates  infesting 
those  seas  carry  on  their  deprftdations,  accompanied, 
too,  by  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  the  defenceless 
and  unoffending,  is  brought  by  ahdost  every  mail,  so 
that  the  intercourse  between  the  Northern  and  South- 
em  sections  of  the  Union,  by  sea,  is  almost  cut  off. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  this 
system  of  piracy  is  now  spreading  itself  to  a  vast 
extent,  attracting  to  it  the  idle,  vicious,  and  des- 
perate of  all  nations,  and,  more  particulariy,  those 
who  have  heretofore  be^  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  from  which  the  vigilance  of  the  American 
cruisers  have  driven  them ;  and  that,  if  they  are 
not  winked  at  by  the  authorities  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  they  are  in  no  respect  restrained  by  their  in- 
terference. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that,  extended 
as  the  American  coast  has  now  become,  the  danger 
of  smuggling  has  considerably  increased,  and  that 


both  these  considerations  recommend  the  empby- 
ment  of  an  ample  naval  force,  which,  for  soooiiiig 
those  seas,  shall  have  the  efiect  of  driving  the  present 
freebooters  from  the  ocean,  and  of  preventing  othen 
from  resorting  to  similar  practices.  Depredatiom  d 
this  description  can  be  effectually  broken  up  onlj  \sj 
keeping  up  such  a  force  as  will  render  the  hazard  of 
engaging  in  them  greater  Uian  the  emolnment  to  b< 
derived  from  success. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  hsTe 
inquired  into  the  situation  of  the  vessels  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  asoertaii 
what  portion  of  them  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed  for  the  purposes  embraced  in  the  above  ies(^ 
lutiona 

That  of  those  actually  employed,  they  find  tint 
the  ship  Franklin,  of  74  guns,  is  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  whale  tnd« 
in  that  quarter ;  and  that  the  ConstellatioQ  fiigtt^ 
of  86  guns,  is  in  the  same  ocean,  but  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  upon  the  aniral  of  the 
Franklin ;  that  the  schooner  Dolphin^  of  12  guns,  u- 
oompanies  the  Franklin  as  absolutely  neoessaiy  npoo 
so  long  a  cruise. 

That  the  frigate  Gonstitntion,  of  44  guns;  sloop  of 
war  Ontario,  of  18  guns ;  and  schooner  Nonsodi,  d 
10  guns,  are  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  ke^ 
the  Barbory  Powers  in  awe,  and  protect  onr  com* 
merce  on  tiiat  sea ;  and,  it  is  heUeved,  that  a  ks 
force  would  be  inadequate  for  these  objects 

That  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  of  18  guns;  the 
brigs  Enterprise  and  Spark,  of  12  guns  each;  and 
the  schooners  Porpoise,  Grampua,  Shad^  and  Alliga- 
tor, of  12  guns  each,  are  already  cruising  in  the  Weit 
In<Ua  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexioo,  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  suppression  of  piracy,  and  traffic  in  slaves;  and 
that  two  gunboats,  Nos.  158  and  168,  are  alao  crni*- 
ing  along  the  coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida  for  thB 
same  purposes. 

That  the  frigate  Macedonian  is  now  equipping  at 
Boston,  and  will  soon  sail  on  a  cruise  for  die  ame 
object ;  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  at  leait 
one  vessel  of  war,  cither  a  corvette  or  schooner,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  as  the  moist  efficient  means  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  foregoiqg 
enumerated  force  could  be  withdrawn  firom  the  ser- 
vice in  which  it  is  employed  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest,  and  that  the  force  now  in  the 
West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  inadequate 
for  the  objects  specified  in  the  resolutions  aboTe  re- 
ferred to. 

That  the  rest  of  the  force  helonging  to  the  naty, 
oonsisting  of  the  Java,  of  44  guns,  and  now  unwordiy 
of  repairs;  the  Erie,  of  18  guns;  the  Peacock,  of  18 
guns;  Congress,  of  86  guns;  Guerriere,  ofUgnns; 
John  Adams,  of  24  guns ;  United  States,  of  44^; 
and  Cyane,  of  24  guns,  are  in  ordinary  at  the  W^ 
ent  navy  yards,  at  Boston,  New  York,  Washington^ 
and  Noribik. 

But  the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  prooomo* 
sloops  of  war  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  poipceei 
contemplated  by  the  resolutions  than  frigate^  or 
smaller  vessels.  They  are  superior  to  frigates^  be- 
cause being  in  relation  to  the  service  ^ually  efficient, 
and  costing  no  more  than  half  the  sum,  the  same  ex- 
pense will  enable  us  to  multiply  the  chances  of  sno- 
cess  by  increasing  the  number  of  vessels,  and  dou- 
bling the  efficiency  of  the  same  expense.  ^^^^/Tf 
superior  to  smaller  vessels,  because  they  are  decided- 
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Ij  of  a  greater  foroe  than  any  of  the  piratical  cnusers, 
or  eren  the  Teneb  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  many 
of  which  are  now,  or  soon  would  be,  more  than  a 
match  for  schooners.  The  number  of  the  men  on 
board  of  sloops  of  war  would  also  give  these  vesselB 
the  advantage,  by  enabling  them  to  man  their  prizes 
more  secnrely ;  to  man  and  send  their  boats  in  force 
into  waters  too  shallow  for  schooners,  where  the  pi- 
rates seek  shelter,  and  for  many  other  objects  neces- 
sarily incident  to  such  a  service.  Nor  do  the  com- 
mittee suppose  that  the  consideration  of  promoting 
and  preseiriug  a  proper  discipline  among  the  officers 
of  the  navy  is  altogetiier  to  be  overlooked  in  deciding 
npon  1h»  ^edes  of  foroe  to  be  employed  in  a  particu- 
lar service. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that;  to 
aflbrd  immediate  and  efibctual  protection  to  our  com- 
mexoe  in  the  West  India  seas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  most  expeditious  and  advisable  course,  in  the 
fint  instance,  would  be,  to  fit  out  the  corvettes  Cyane 
and  John  Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and 
line,  which  can  be  accomplished  witiiin  a  short  time, 
and  with  little  expense ;  that  the  Erie  can  be  fitted 
for  sea  in  the  course  of  five  months,  the  Peacock 
within  two  months,  the  John  Adams  within  six  weeks, 
and  that  the  Constellation  frigate,  should  it  be  thought 
seoessaiy,  may  be  directed,  on  Her  return  firom  the 
Pacific,  to  cruise  in  tiie  West  India  seas,  though  it  is 
believed  it  would  be  more  expensive  to  build  addi- 
tional sloops  of  war  for  that  purpose. 

The  four  first-named  vessels  are  now. undergoing 
repairs^  and  the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  is 
already  embraced  in  the  estimate  for  tiie  present  year ; 
go  ihat,  if  they  should  now  be  directed  to  be  put  in 
service,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  estimates 
for  tiie  service  of  the  current  year  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  authori»d  to  state,  that  this  appropriation 
will  not  materially  vary  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  as 
disclosed  by  the  Secretary's  report,  because,  since  the 
date  of  that  report,  there  has  ^n  transferred  to  the 
surplus  fund  an  amount  of  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  sufficient  to  meet 
the  increased  expenditure^  But  tiie  committee  can- 
Bot  suppose,  that  where  the  safety  of  the  commerce 
and  citixens  of  the  United  States  call  imperiously  for 
the  exertion  of  the  national  force,  so  smdl  an  expen- 
ditexe  can  be  a  matter  of  any  moment  If  the  pro- 
tection be  fMoecnry,  it  must  be  yielded,  and  the  only 
consideration  connected  with  the  cost  should  be,  that 
tiie  money  necessary  to  make  it  effectual  should  not 
be  wastefully  expended. 

The  committee  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion, 
H  would  be  weacpedient  for  tiie  United  States  to  em- 
riojy  arm,  and  equip  private  vessels,  for  this  purpose. 
n  the  force  already  indicated  be  insufficient  for  the 
purpose,  the  committee  would  prefer  recommending 
the  building  of  additional  sloops  of  war,  rather  than 
•to  purchase  private  vessels ;  which  are  always  of  in- 
ferior composition,  and  of  unsuitable  construction, 
and  requiring  repairs  and  an  unprofitable  expense,  to 
alter  and  make  them  at  all  fit  for  public  vessela 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
inexpedieni  '*  to  authorize  the  destruction  of  persons 
end  vessels  found  at  sea,  or  in  uninhabited  places, 
making  war  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  regular  commission.*'  And  that  it  would 
be  mcomtitteni  '*  with  public  law,  or  general  usage,  to 
pve  any  authority  to  destroy  pirates  and  piratical 
found  at  sea  or  in  uninhabited  places." 


The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
dangerous,  and  productive  of  great  evil,  to  vest  in  the 
commanders  of  our  public  vessels  an  authority  to 
treat  as  pirates,  and  punish  without  trial,  even  such 
persons  as  above  described. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  in  view  that  such  an  authority  should  be  given, 
and  it  is  essentially  due  to  the  rights  of  all,  and  the 
principles  of  '*  public  law,  and  general  usage,"  that 
the  consequences  and  punishment  of  piracy  should 
follow  only  a  legal  acQiulication  of  the  fact 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  employment  of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  in 
the  West  India  seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  author- 
ized to  make  captures  under  the  existing  laws  and 
regulations,  if  the  officers  are  properly  industrious  and 
enterprising,  would  afford  aU  the  protection  required, 
and  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  forthwith,  to  fit  out 
and  put  in  service  the  corvettes  Cyane  and  John 
Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Erie,  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  in  the  West  India  seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, imd  also  to  employ  the  frigate  Constellation, 
should  the  President  of  the  United  States  deem  the 
employment  of  a  frigate  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

The  report  and  resolation,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MoLanb,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Ftopo$ed  Adjournment 

Mr.  Bakbolph,  agreeably  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
double  purpose  of  raising  a  committee  to  select 
and  arrange  such  business  as  might  be  deemed 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  acted  on  at  this 
session,  and  also  to  fix  an  early  day  for  a^oum- 
ment. 

Mr.  OAmroK  was  willing  to  concur  in  the  part 
of  the  joint  resolution  which  contemplated  a 
limited  day  for  adioumment  But  he  was  en- 
tirely unwilling  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
joint  committee  to  select  from  the  orders  of  the 
day  what  subjects  should  be  acted  on.  Expe- 
rience had  convinced  him  of  the  expediency  of 
refusing  to  appoint  an^  conmiittee  for  that  pur- 
pose, short  of  a  migonty  of  the  House.  It  was 
desirable  that  equal  justice  should  be  done  to 
all,  and  perfect  impartiality  could  not  be  ex- 
pected in  the  disposition  of  the  business,  from 
any  committee  that  could  be  selected. 

Mr.  RooHBSTEB  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  the  branch  that  related  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  select  and 
arrange  the  business  necessary  to  be  done  was 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  the  Honse  had  not  the  ne- 
cessary facts  before  them  which  could  authorize 
them  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  session.  Three  or 
four  weeks  hence  it  would  be  much  easier  to 
act  on  this  resolution  than  now.  Hitherto  we 
have  done  almost  nothing  but  talk,  and  talking, 
too,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  dollars  an  hour. 
There  was  an  evident  eaooethes  loquendi  in  the 
House,  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  be  re- 
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strained.  He  (Mr.  W.)  came  here  as  a  public 
servant,  to  do  buBiness,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  act  on  the  same  principles  in  re- 
lation to  their  business  as  a  court  of  justice 
would ;  and  he  was  sorry  that  any  time  should 
be  taken  up  in  discussing  this  question. 

Mr.  Sawteb  rose  to  in(juire  whether,  if  such 
a  committee  were  raised,  it  could  place  upon  the 
list  such  cases  as  were  not  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  but  to  standing  or  select 
committees,  and  he  adverted  to  a  bill  which  he 
deemed  of  importance,  in  relation  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  sinecure  offices  in  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  which  he  thought  should  be  acted  on 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  NsLBON,  of  Yirffinia,  was  in  favor  of  se- 
lecting and  arranging  Sie  business  that  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  be  acted  on  before 
Congress  should  adjourn.  It  was  a  practice  of 
long  standing,  and  he  thought  a  useftd,  if  not 
a  necessary  one. 

Mr.  £.  JoHKsoN,  under  the  impression  that 
the  motion  was  premature,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Bandolfh  was  unwilling  that  the  sesfidons 
of  Congress  should  be  protracted  to  such  a 
length  Uiat  nobody  fit  to  represent  the  people 
would  be  able  to  come  here.  He  referred  to 
the  situations  of  the  merchauts,  the  agriculturist, 
and  tlie  lawyer,  to  show  that  such  persons  could 
not  afford  to  remain  here  during  a  long  session 
for  the  pay  they  received ;  and  he  feared  the 
consequence  would  be  that  Congress  would  be 
made  up  of  the  refuse  and  offial  of  all  professions, 
not  excepting  the  clerical  What  other  great 
measure,  he  asked,  had  been  elaborated  by  the 
committees  of  this  House,  except  the  bankrupt 
bill  ?  and  that  had  been  previously  cut  and 
dried.  There  was  no  more  pressing  or  impor- 
tant business  now  than  last  year,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  limited  to  the  4th  of  March,  and  there 
was  perhaps  more  danger  of  doing,  than  of  not 
doing,  the  public  business.  He  thought  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  saying  no  to  every 
proposition  that  should  be  presented  to  the 
House,  before  he  went  away — ^not  excepting  the 
civil  list — for  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  away 
any  more  of  the  mooey  of  the  people,  until  that 
which  had  been  previously  voted  was  fully  ac- 
counted for,  &c. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry  that  this  proposition 
should  be  brought  forward  at  the  present  period 
of  the  business  of  the  House.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  very  little  had  been  done ;  and, 
if  we  no  w  go  home  and  say  we  have  done  noth- 
ing, and  are  inquired  of  for  the  reason  of  our 
abrupt  departure,  what  shall  be  the  answer  ? 
Can  a  satisfactory  one  be  rendered  ?  What 
would  any  man  say  to  an  agent  to  whom  he 
had  intrusted  his  private  business,  that  should 
render  him  no  other  excuse?  If  there  had 
been  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time,  the  way  to 
redeem  it  was,  not  to  go  away  and  leave  the 
business  unfinished,  but  to  make  no  such  waste 
of  more.  There  was  important  business  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  and  impor- 


tant claims  on  the  Gk>vemment  to  be  adjusted. 
But  what  are  we  told  ?  Are  we  to  say  no  to  every 
proposition  that  shall  be  presented  ?  Or  is  it 
not  our  duty  to  listen  and  examine?  Mr.  R 
would  not  say  there  had  been  an  xmnecessary 
waste  of  time  at  the  present  session ;  but,  if 
there  had  not,  it  was  very  certain  that  it  took 
much  time  to  do  little  business.  The  people 
and  petitioners  have  subjects  before  us  that  they 
expect  will  be  acted  upon — ^they  expect  that 
their  claims  will  be  either  allowed  or  rejected. 
But  it  is  said  that  if  we  protract  the  session.  Con- 
gress will  be  filled  with  the  refuse  and  ofi^  of 
all  the  professions.  But  did  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RAin>OLpH)  look  to  the  history  of 
Congress  when  he  made  the  remark  ?  The  first 
Congress  under  the  Government  sat  almost  ^ 
whole  year,  and  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  a  statement 
to  show  that  the  period  proposed  for  this  sessioa 
was  shorter  than  had  been  ever  known  for  the 
first  session  of  any  Congress  during  the  whole 

Eeriod  of  the  Government.  There  was  much 
usiness  befbre  the  House.  The  nation  was  ex- 
tending in  its  population,  in  its  territory,  and 
in  its  interest,  and  in  all  its  relations.  He 
would  ask,  then,  whether  the  members  of  the 
House  could  feel  that  they  had  done  their  da^ 
in  going  off  before  the  public  business  was  ac- 
complished ?  He  believed  that  the  apology  of 
personal  inconvenience  would  not  be  accepted. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  disposed  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  debate.  He  believed  it  was  suited  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Government ;  but  it  was  generaSly 
found  that  there  was  too  much  of  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session,  and  too  little  at  the 
close.  With  him  there  was  but  one  rule,  and 
that  was  to  do  the  public  business,  and  then 
adyourn. 

Mr  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  motion.  He  was  anxious  to  take  measures 
to  assign  some  limit  to  the  session.  By  referring 
to  the  journals,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
usually  as  mucn  business  done  in  a  short  sesdoii 
as  in  a  long  one.  Fix  a  time  to  a^onm,  said 
Mr.  E.,  and  then,  and  not  until  then,  shidl  we 
attend  to  business. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  a  small  minority. 

Military  Acadenyy, 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  conddenk 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  ^he  bill  making  certain  appropriatioas  for  the^ 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  question  which  was  under  consideradon, 
when  this  subject  was  last  up,  (on  fViday  week,) 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Military  Academy. 

To  this  appropriation,  to  the  amount  proposed, 
objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocks  ;  whose  ob- 
ject was  to  appropriate  enough  for  the  imme- 
diate support  of  the  institution  only,  wishing  to 
have  a  full  view  of  the  expenses,  d^,  of  this 
institution,  that  the  people  might  see  how  muoh 
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the  United  States  paid  for  the  sopport  of  the 
80I1B  of  the  richest  men  in  the  country. 

On  this  subject  there  took  place  considerable 
debate,  and  on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Stbwabt,  Mallabt,  Edwasdb 
of  North  Oarolina,  F.  Johkson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Mebosb,  Wabfibld,  Nblsok  of  Maryland, 
OooKx,  and  Sihth,  took  part, 

The  qnestion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  taken 
and  lost  without  a  division. 


MoiiBAT,  March  4. 

Sunday  Mails. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Raaived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,*  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
Teatang  the  oanlige  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  that  they  zeport  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Wbioht  rose  to  address  the  Chair  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution.  The  following  has  been 
nmnshed  by  Mr.  W.  as  being  the  substance  of 
his  remarks : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  requested  by  a  number  of 
my  constituents  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  regula- 
tion in  the  carriage  of  the  noails,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  being  carried  on  the  Sabbath  day.  We 
now  eqjoy  a  profound  peace  with  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  under  the  kind  providence  of 
the  great  Benefactor  of  the  Universe,  who  has 
inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  whole  human  family 
his  law,  ''  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy."  It 
will  be  recollected  that  even  during  the  late  war, 
when  this  subject  was  before  this  House,  that  I 
then  advocated  this  restriction  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, not  inconsistent  with  the  best  interest  of 
xny  country  ;  and  I  have  a  perfect  confidence 
that  my  devotion  |p  the  prosecution  of  that  war 
by  the  exercise  of  all  the  energies  of  the  nation, 
inll  never  be  forgotten.  I  have,  sir,  during  the 
war,  advocated  t&s  measure,  as  will  appear  by 
Uie  votes  and  proceedings  in  that  case.  Sir,  in 
every  State  in  this  Union  there  is  a  law  making 
it  p«ial  to  violate  the  Sabbath  by  any  work  or 
labor.  Sir,  the  right  of  Congress  to  directithe 
carriage  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  day,  ought, 
in  its  execution,  to  be  so  exercised  as  neither  to 
violate  the  divine  law,  nor  in  any  manner  to 
anthorize  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  States, 
unless  in  such  cases  as  necessity  may  impose,  in 
which  we  shall  find  our  justification  even  in  the 
divine  law.  I  have  consulted  the  Postmaster 
General  on  this  subject,  and  am  happv  to  inform 
this  Honse  tliat  it  meets  his  approbation  in  a 
certain  degree. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Kew  York,  required  the  ques- 
tion that  the  House  do  now  consider  the  reso- 
lution ;  which  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  So  the  House  refused 
now  to  consider  the  resolution. 

MUiiary  Appropriation  BiU — Military  Acadr 

any — iU  expemeo* 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  then  called  for, 

the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support 

of  the  Military  EstabliiBhment  for  the  year  1822, 


was  read  a  third  time,  when  Mr.  Oooks  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing a  mistake  which  he  had  been  instrumental 
in  producing  in  the  bill,  in  which  he  had  sup- 
posed that  $86,900  would  cover  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  of  the  Military  Academy.  He  had 
since  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $98,189  would 
be  necessary  for  its  support  on  its  present  foot- 
ing, and  it  was  with  the  view  of  correcting  that 
error  in  the  bill  that  he  proposed  the  recommit- 
ment of  it 

Mr.  Rasdolfh  made  some  remarks  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  with  views 
more  comprehensive  than  those  of  Mr.  Oooxx. 

Mr.  Yak  Wtok  fdt  it  his  duty  to  vote  against 
this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  and  at  this  time. 
But  sir,  I  shaU  vote  against  the  bill,  because  I 
think  it  high  time  that  this  Qovemment  cur- 
tailed its  expenses.  Indeed,  sir,  the  very 
moment  after  the  peace  of  1816,  steps  ought  to 
have  been  taken  to  have  returned  to  the  old 
Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and  1809.  At 
peace,  as  we  now  are,  with  all  the  world— -not 
a  nation,  that  I  know  o^  that  would  raise  a 
finger  against  us— it  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be 
necessary  to  keep  up  this  expensive  and  impos- 
ing attitude.  l4  under  the  old  Peace  Estabush- 
ment,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  administered  this 
Government,  when  we  were  every  day  threat- 
ened with  a  war,  a  reliance  could  then  be  placed 
on  ourselves,  or  rather  on  the  militia  of  our 
country,  I  think  at  this  time  the  same  confidence 
may  again  be  restored .  Under  that  Administra- 
tion, for  eight  years,  the  whole  sum  appropriated 
for  the  Mmtafy  Department  was  but  $11,295,- 
625,  or  the  annual  average  appropriation  was 
only  $1,412,075.  But^  sir,  what  does  this  bill 
require ;  or,  rather,  what  does  the  Secretary  say 
will  be  necessary  for  the  year  1822  f  Not  less 
than  $5,165,896  19,  In  two  years,  then,  in  a 
profound  state  of  peace  too,  we  now  require  as 
much  as  was  then  used  in  eight  years,  although 
the  country  was  in  a  partial  state  of  war. 

Let  us  take  another  retron)ect.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country  averaged  annually 
but  $18,868,860,  and  with  it  was  not  only  paid 
all  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  but 
the  national  debt  was  sunk  $40,000,000.  But. 
sir,  for  the  last  two  years  the  average  annual 
revenue  of  the  United  States  has  been  $15,054^- 
511.  And  with  it,  sir,  what  have  we  done  9 
Not  only  the  whole  of  this  has  been  expended, 
but  the  national  debt  has  been  increased  $4,554,- 
272  16.  With  an  annual  revenue  of  $1,690,711 
more  than  was  received  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  we  have  actually  swelled 
our  debt  more  rapidly  than  it  was  ever  done  in 
the  most  prodi(^  days  of  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration. If,  sir,  it  is  intended  to  be  profuse  with 
the  public  money,  I  hope  it  will  be  backed  at 
once  with  a  bill  for  a  direct  tax  of  five  or  ten 
millions.  Let  the  people  see  our  drift.  I  atn 
certain  that  they  will,  as  in  1799  and  1800, 
come  out  and  meet  us  on  this  subject.  For  a 
young  nation  so  remote  firom  danger,  and  onoi 
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too,  who  has  so  lately  ezperienoed  a  total  loss 
of  pecuniary  credit  in  time  of  war,  so  soon  to 
forget  this ;  so  soon  to  forget  that  economy,  and 
the  disdiarge  of  oar  debts  in  time  of  peace,  are 
the  only  sohd  base  for  a  good  credit  in  time  of 
war ;  and  so  soon,  too,  to  foi^t  those  excellent 
lessons  left  ns  by  that  leg^slatiye  body  nnder  the 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  I  think, 
angars  nothing  favorable. 

I  hope,  however,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Wi^  and  Means  will  take  no  ex- 
ceptions at  what  I  have  said ;  for  I  do  not  think 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  more  than  was  re- 
quired. He  has  reported  to  us  a  bill  predicated 
upon  the  existing  laws  of  his  country.  What 
less  could  he  have  done?  If  you  will  so  con- 
tinue the  form  of  your  laws  as  to  keep  up  a  large 
military  establishment,  do  you  expect  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  will  be  able,  without  our  assist- 
ance, to  maintain  them  f  If  you  will  build  74s. 
and  display  them  upon  the  ocean  in  time  or 
peace,  you  cannot  expect  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  or  any  other  Secretary,  will  do  it  at 
their  own  expense.  And,  though  not  exactly 
applicable,  if  you  will  swell  th'is  representative 
body,  and  pay  us  eight  instead  of  six  dollars  a 
day,  you  must  expect  that  these  trifling  items, 
as  they  have  been  called,  will  also  swell  the  mass. 
From  pennies,  pounds  are  produced.  From  our 
inattention  to  these  little  insignificant  sums,  as 
they  have  been  so  sarcastically  called,  of  $100,- 
000,  $200,000,  $800,000,  or  $400,000  each,  when 
they  appear  in  the  aggregate,  astonishment  will 
be  produced,  and  suspicion  but  too  often  suc- 
ceeds. 

So,  sir,  it  is  not  the  fkult  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  this  Government.  We  are  a  free 
and  independent  branch ;  let  us  do  our  duty, 
and  if  the  others  will  not  concur  in  altering  a  set 
of  laws  that  have  drained  our  Treasury,  swelled 
our  debt,  and  actually  ba£9ed  the  skill  of  our 
financier  to  furnish  the  means,  let  them  be  ac- 
countable to  the  proper  authority — ^to  the  people. 

Our  course  now,  I  hope,  will  be  to  recommit 
this  bill,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  partial 
appropriation  bill,  to  answer  the  immediate 
exigencies  of  (rovemment,  and  not  to  pass  the 

general  bill  until  after  that  select  committee 
ave  reported,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 
into  the  modification  of  our  laws,  so  as  to  place 
us  upon  the  old  Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and 
1809.  When  that  is  done,  and  we  have  altered 
our  laws,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  bring 
in  a  general  bill  predicated  upon  those  laws. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Cooke, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed  re- 
commitment^ and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  87. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  Mr.  Randolph  having  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon,  (his  leading  objections  being 
td  the  appropriation  for  clothing  of  the  Army  so 
far  in  advance  as  for  1828,)  the  yeas,  and  nays 
were  taken  accordingly;  and  there  were — for 
the  bill  188;  against  it  28. 


TuBSDAT,  March  6. 

Chrittianization  of  Indiaru — Lea»6   to  wiik- 

draw  the  Papen, 

Mr.  Mbtoaub,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AfiTairs,  moved,  on  behalf  of  that  committee,  the 
following  resolution : 

Betaived,  That  the  Committee  on  Inditn  AiEun,  to 
which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Reverend  Jedi> 
diah  Morse,  made  by  him  in  pnrsaaoce  of  the  dbjedi 
specified  in  his  commission  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  Febmaiy, 
1820,  be  dischaiged  from  the  farther  oonsideralion 
thereof,  and  that  the  said  Reverend  Jedidiah  Moise 
have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same,  and  also  the  aooom- 
panying  docmnentai 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Tratuactians  in  Florida — Mr.  Areher^g  BMih 

lutions, 

Mr.  Abohkb  moved  that  the  House  do  oome 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  appointment,  dniing  tiw 
past  year,  of  a  Governor  of  the  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  invested  with  larger  powers  than 
were  *'  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment'* of  said  provinces  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
livery to  the  United  States,  was  not  anthoriaed  by 
the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  canying  into  execution  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Washix^- 
toD,  the  22d  of  February,  1819." 

2.  Rewlvfdj  That  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  au- 
thority to  exercise  supreme  executive  powers  within 
the  same,  was  a  contravention  of  the  Constitation  of 
the  United  Statea 

8.  Resolved^  That  the  arrest  Aid  imprisonment,  in 
the  month  of  August  last,  in  Pensacola,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  West  Florida,  by  order  of  the  chief  executive 
officer  therein,  of  Don  Jose  CaUava,  then  or  recently 
charged  with  the  functions  and  character  of  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Government  of  Spain,  were  in  con- 
travention of  the  immunities  attached  to  the  condi- 
tion of  agents  of  a  public  character,  by  the  law  and 
usage  of  civilized  nations. 

4.  Resolvedt  That  the  issuing,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  same  officer,  of  a  citation,  in  the  nature 
of  a  process  of  contempt,  against  a  person  holding 
the  commission  of  a  ju^e  of  the  United  States  with- 
in the  said  province,  for  an  alleged  ui^due  discharge 
of  a  judicial  function,  was  a  proceeding  not  war- 
ranted by  any  legal  authority  vested  in  the  said 
officer.  , 

Mr.  AsoHEB  was  proceeding  to  state  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  him  to  ofifer  the  resolves ; 
when 

The  question  to  consider  the  resolves  (which 
admits  of  no  debate)  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative.  So  the  House  refused  ^^  now  to 
consider ''  these  resolutions.* 


*  And  thus  the  House  refhsed  to  ** consider^  the 
lutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Archer,  one  of  which  dedsred  a 
breach  of  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States— the  bfeach 
Attsohlttg  itself  to  the  **sppotaitm6&t''  of  a  Oovenor  with 
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A^m^  £sBptttdtiut6§, 


[H.  OF  R. 


Army  JSependitura. 

The  Speaxsb  laid  before  the  Hoiue  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  sabmitting  a  com- 
poratiYe  view  of  the  expenses  of  the  armj 

Rich  •xtensiTe  powtn.  This  reAutl  oorreq;K>iid«d  with  t** 
pe>ted  other  dedslooA  by  the  House,  ooapled  with  expres- 
sions at  regret  from  membeTS  thmt  General  Jsekson  hsd  soted 
with  10  mneh  eneigy ;  bat,  ss  to  the  right  to  do  lo,  there 
WM  no  qaestion.  The  temporary  sot  of  1881  sathorized  It ; 
sad,  as  for  oar  eonstitatlon.  It  hsd  no  more  sppUeation  In 
Fknids  onder  tbst  set,  or  by  its  own  Tlgor,  than  the  Korsn 
had.  Judge  Frementln  plsnted  himself  npon  the  eonsti- 
tattoo,  end  was  immediately  shown  his  error  by  Oeneral 
Jaekaon,  snd  aiterwsrds  by  the  Administration— to  whioh 
he  appealed.  Callays  presented  the  strongest  ease ;  snd  he 
was  too  well  adTlsed  to  hare  reooarse  to  the  oonstitation: 
he  took  position  ander  the  law  of  nattons,  snd  his  eharaeter 
as  Commissary  of  the  King  at  Spain  ibr  the  delivery  of  the 
proTince ;  and  presented  his  case  formally  to  the  Exeoative 
Government  throagh  the  Spanish  Minister.  From  it  he  re- 
selTed  the  aame  answer  which  Oeneral  Jackson  had  pre- 
Tlonsly  given,  and  which  was  as  follows : 

Mr,  Adamt  to  J>oi^  Joaoutm  de Anduoffo^  JjOmUUr/htm 

[Bznu.or.] 

Far  wonld  it  be  ttom  the  intention  of  the  American  Oor- 
•mment  to  draw  within  its  rieoroos  limits  the  exemption 
fton  ordinaiy  legal  process  ox  a  foreign  oablic  officer.  It 
woald  extend  to  them  a  liberal  measure  ox  time  and  a  foil 
portion  of  Indolcence  for  the  execution  of  the  trust,  and  for 
iepartare  after  its  completion.  But  It  cannot  perceive  the 
justice  of  extending  these  privileges  beyond  tneir  limits  as 
sanctioned  by  custom,  for  purposes  of  I^ostice  and'  wrong. 
And  here  we  are  led  to  the  inoulry,  what  was  the  Immediate 
offrasion  of  the  sommons  to  Colonel  Callava,  his  resistance 
sgainst  which  prompted  ^e  subsequent  rigorous  measures, 
In  reJSerenoe  to  nis  person,  house,  and  papers,  complained  of 
In  the  note  of  Mr.  Salmon  f  He  had  withheld,  and  caused 
to  be  packed  in  boxes  for  trsnsportatlon,  public  records,  re- 
lating to  the  property  of  the  orovlnce— Judicial  documents, 
ladi^wnaable  Ibr  vlndicatlag  the  titles  to  suoceasion  of  in&nt 
■ad  orphan  children.  Application  wss  made  to  Oeneral 
Jackson,  in  behalf  of  those  orphans,  for  the  legal  Judicial 
nrooees  to  obtain  those  planus.  He  hsd  proof  that  they  hsd 
Been  removed,  after  a  summons  ilirom  him  to  the  person  In 
whose  poaseeslon  they  had  been  to  produce  them,  to  the 
boose  and  possession  of  Colonel  Callava,  for  the  avowed  pur- 

Ke  of  subtracting  them  ilirom  the  process  Issued  by  his  au- 
rity.  Had  that  officer's  personal  immunity  been  com- 
nlete  and  unquestionable,  wbat  greater  abuse  of  it  could 
have  beexi  made  than  thus  to  wrest  ilirom  the  course  of  Justice 
the  voachers  on  which  dex»nded  the  rights  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  orphsns?  Oeneral  Jackson,  considering  that 
OoIoimI  Callava  was  not  entitled  to  sucn  exemption  from 
Isfsl  process,  issued  the  ordinary  summons  which  would 
have  Deen  applicable  to  any  other  individual ;  and,  on  his 
reflual  to  answer  the  interrogatories  put  to  him,  committed 
him,  as  others  in  like  cases  would  have  been  committed,  to 
prison.  By  the  aame  order  he  issued  a  commission  for  se- 
aling the  pspexa,  which  ought  to  hsve  been  delivered  up 
hefcte,  with  sU  suitable  caution,  to  prevent  the  taking  of 
■By  others,  and,  immediately  after  the  aatisfkctory  return  of 
that  oomfnlMlon,  ordered  the  release  of  Colonel  Callava. 
Bach  appears  to  have  been  the  character  of  the  transaction, 
vpon  the  report  of  it  made  by  Oeneral  Jackson ;  and,  al- 
tBoog^  the  ProsidBnt  cannot  but  contemplate  with  unfeigned 
Rgret  this  oocurrenee,  he  thinks  that  buune  should  be  im- 
pated  to  the  party  deserving  it,  and  whose  misconduct  pro- 
daeed  it ;  and  that  it  Is  a  iustloe  due  to  Oeneral  Jackson  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  otjjectlons  In  the  note  of  Mr. 
Balmoa  to  his  conduct,  and  to  receive  his  toll  explanation  of 
tlie  motives  and  considerations  which  governed  ninL 

la  condading  this  letter,  I  csnnot  forbear  reminding  yon, 
rfr  that  not  onlv  this,  but  sll  the  other  transactions  of  a 
fatalhi  nature  which  nave  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the 
tieaty,  and  which  it  was  hoped  would  have  terminated  all 
the  diArenees,  and  have  led  to  the  now  harmonious  inter- 
osarae  between  the  United  States  snd  Spain,  have  pro- 
ceeded trcm  the  ni^ustUlable  deUys  and  evasions  of 
His  Catholic  M^esty^s  officers,  in  direct  contravention,  m 
Is  asderstood,  to  his  orders  snd  intentions,  in  withholding 


proper,  and  Military  Academy,  for  the  years 
1818, 1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  for 
1822,  arranged  under  the  varions  heads  of  ex- 
penditure, aooording  to  the  present  and  former 
organization  of  the  department  of  War,  made  in 

the  docnmenta,  srehi^es.  snd  voachers.  of  which  the  delivery 
had  been  expressly  stipalated— voucners  indispensable  to 
the  United  States,  both  for  the  dispensation  of  private  iustloe 
and  for  the  establishment  of  public  rlaht.but  utterly  use- 
less to  Spain  J  and  the  detention  of  wnion.  by  the  Captain 
Oeneral  and  Governor  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Spanish  Govern* 
ors  of  both  East  and  West  Florida,  however  intended,  and 
by  whatever  motive  Induced,  can  subserve  no  purposes  but 
those  of  fraud,  injustice,  and  oppression.  After  a  succession 
of  delays,  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  at  the  Havana.  In  a  cli- 
mate noted  for  its  unhealthlness  to  strangers,  of  the  Com  ■ 
missioner  of  the  United  States  aathorized  to  receive  those 
documents,  and  of  the  veasel  which  had  conveyed  him,  he 
was  compelled  to  depart  without  them,  nor  have  they  yet 
been  delivered.  The  attempts  to  carry  away,  both  fliom 
Penaacola  and  from  St  Augustine,  many  of  thoee  mmib, 
can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  ss  flsgrant  violations 
of  the  treaty.  The  President  relies  that  they  will  be  so  con- 
sidered by  His  Catholic  Mi^esty,  smi  that  ho  hss  ere  this 
given  the  most  positive  and  elTectuarorderB  for  the  falthfril 
execution,  in  this  respect,  of  that  instrument  I  pray  you, 
Sec  JOHN  QUINOY  ADAm, 

Don  JoAQinx  na  AirDVAaa, 


The  following  Is  Governor  Callava^  own  statement  of 
his  case,  ss  fhmished  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  dated  October 
8,1821: 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  Isst,  (1881,)  at  ten  o^cIock  In  the 
morning,  I  delivered  West  Florida,  which  was  that  day  un- 
der my  charge  as  Governor,  in  which  character  he  met  me, 
to  the  commissary,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  In  a  public  act, 
held  In  the  Government  house.  There  he  received  from  me 
all  the  archives  and  documents  retdstered,  and  directly  rela- 
tive to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  that  province  of 
Florida;  ana  he  received  them  by  ihithfril  and  exact  Inven- 
teries,  which  had  been  compared  with  the  documents  by 
four  persons,  and  had  been  certified  to  be  correct  From 
the  constitutional  Spanish  sloalde,  and  by  my  order,  an  id- 
calde  named  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson  received,  by  like  in- 
ventories, sll  the  criminal  and  civil  causes  of  the  suits  of  the 
neighborhood  which  are  pending  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
first  lostanoe,  over  which  he  presided,  and  also  the  notices 
and  papers  of  Its  srchives. 

The  day  previous  to  these  transactions,  (the  Slst  of  Au- 
gust,) three  persons,  dependents  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
(George  Walton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  West  Florida ;  Henry 
M.  Brackenrldge,  Esq.,  Alcalde  for  the  City  of  Pensacola; 
and  Mr.  John  Miller,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for  the 
County  of  Escambia,)  came  to  the  house  of  the  secretary, 
(Sousa,)  to  be  informed  If  he  had  in  his  possession  some 
militarjr  testamentary  dispositions,  which  they  mentioned 
to  him.  Sousa  told  them  yes.  and  without  reserve  they 
were  shown  to  them ;  and  ne  Informed  them  that  if  they 
wished  for  any  thing,  they  should  ssk  me.  All  the  papers 
which  he  hsd  in  his  charge  were  closely  examined ;  they  de- 
clared they  would  carry  olf  those  which  they  had  pointed 
out  to  him,  because  they  could  not  be  in  his  possession  as  a 
private  In^viduaL  Sousa  told  them  that  he  was  not  a  pri- 
vate individual ;  that  he  was  an  officer  depending  on  my 
commission  snd  authority ;  and  that  he  could  not  give  them 
without  my  order.  Ana  finally  they  went  away,  leaving 
the  papers.  They  demanded  of  him  an  answer  in  wrltLo^ 
which  they  obtained  from  Sousa  on  a  second  visit 

The  following  day.  (the  22d,)  in  the  morning,  this  officer 
(Sousa)  met  me  in  the  street  He  informed  me  of  the  oc- 
currence, and  slso  told  me  that  he  had  resolved  to  carry  the 
boxes  to  my  house,  with  sll  ti^e  papers  which  he  had  In  his 

Session,  and  haa  delivered  tiiem  to  my  steward,  not  hav- 
fonnd  me  within ;  because  he  wss  afraid,  from  what  he 
observed  in  thoee  people,  that  they  might  take  them 
away  ih>m  his  house,  and  he  wished  to  aave  himself  frt>m 
the  responslbili^.    And  1  answered  that  U  teas  tctU. 

At  four  in  the  sftemoon  of  the  same  day,  and  not  much 
before,  I  was  dining  at  the  tsble  of  Colouel  George  M. 
Brooke,  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  United  States  line, 
and  of  the  gsrrlson  at  Pensacola,  by  whom  I  had  been  iu- 
vited,  with  all  the  Spanish  officers  residing  thii>re.  The  com- 
pany consisted  of  Brooke,  his  wife.  Judge  Fromentin,  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  Enterprise, 
Mr.  Michael  Kearney,  the  citizens  Vicar  Don  James  Cole- 
msn,  Don  John  Innerazity,  Don  Juan  de  la  Ena,  Don  Pedro 
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obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
vhioh  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 


de  Albft,  and  Don  Jose  Noriega;  and  the  offlceia  lieutenant 
ColonelB  Don  Uarooe  de  Yilliers  and  Don  Frandsoo  Pidmos; 
Captalna  Don  Lnie  Onajare  and  Don  Bernardo  Prieto; 
Lientenanta  Don  Amaldo  QnlUemard  and  Don  Oarloe  do 
TiUierB;  and  Bab-Ilentenanta  Don  Mariano  Latadj  and 
Don  Joae  Ignacio  Oroiat,  aecretanr  of  mr  Oovemment 

Don  Domingo  Sonaa  presented  nlmaelf  to  me  there,  with 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  telling  me  that  he  was  a 
prisoner ;  and  that  the  reason  was,  that  the  three  persons  <tf 
the  former  day  had  retnmed  to  his  honse  the  day  beibre, 
telUng  him  that  they  came  with  orders  from  Qovemor  An- 
drew Jackson  to  seize  the  papers;  that,  hayin«  Informed 
them  that  he  had  that  morning  sent  them  to  my  honse,  they 
searched  his  house,  and  at  last  carried  him  to  prison.  And 
he  related  before  tne  company  what  had  oocorrad  abont  the 
papers  with  the  same  persons  the  preceding  day. 

I  immediately  ordered  my  aide-de-camp,  Don  Bernardo 
Prieto,  accompanied  by  Alba,  who  was  the  public  inter- 
preter, to  present  my  compliments  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  to  inform  Mm  thai  Bousa  was  in  Iktct,  as  he  had  inti- 
mated, an  indiTidual  of  my  comnUsaion.  and  was  under  my 
power  and  authority :  and  that  he  could  not  deliver  the  pa- 
pers in  question  of  nimaelf ;  that  he  would  have  Uie  good- 
ness to  ask  me  in  writing  for  such  aa  he  might  find  it  proper 
to  claim ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  given  by  the  regulation  of 
the  treaty,  or  other  particular  circumstances,  I  would  deliver 
them  to  him  by  the  same  procedure  which  indispensable 
regularity  dictated,  as  had  been  done  with  the  other  papers ; 
or  that  he  should  have,  in  the  same  way,  a  distinct  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  which  prevented  their  delivery;  and 
that  werj  direct  mode  of  conciliation  should  be  sought. 
If  there  was  any  thing  that  could  be  of  use  to  him  in  any 
wav. 

The  aide-de-camp  and  interpreter  brouffht  back  for  answer 
that  Sousa  should  go  to  prison,  and  that  uey  should  tell  me 
that  I  should  be  put  into  anotner  dungeon  with  htm. 

It  appearing  to  me  that  Don  Andrew  Jackson  had  not 
been  well  informed  of  mv  message  by  the  inteipretatlon, 
(althoof h  the  incident  offended  me  and  surprised  those  at 
table,)  I  made  the  same  persons  return  ana  inform  him  a 
second  time ;  and  that  gentleman  repeated  to  them  in  a  loud 
voice,  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  and  upon  the  street 
balcony,  the  same  thing,  saying,  Colonel  OaUava  to  the 
dungeon  I 

An  occurrence  so  strange  and  abusive  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  surrounded  me  at  table,  a  great  part  of  whom 
were  there  as  a  greater  compliment  to  me,  and  others  my 
subordinate.^,  could  not  but  raise  a  blush  In  my  fkce,  and  dis- 
order my  stomach  in  the  very  act  of  eating,  and  in  the  con- 
valescent state  in  which  I  was ;  and  I  felt  myself  attacked 
by  a  deadly  pain,  (which  I  almost  habitually  suiTored,  and 
which  had  frequently  attacked  me  on  the  preceding  days ;) 
notwithstanding,  I  concealed  the  circumstance  so  ss  to  ren- 
der it  impoesible  to  be  discovered,  that,  upon  quitting  the 
table,  I  might  go  and  reflect,  for  it  was  not  known  upon  what 
such  anawoFB  or  occurrences  rested. 

We  all  leit  the  table.  Brockets  lady  was  very  much 
grieved,  and  I  was  going  to  the  street,  when  three  persons 
presented  themselves  to  me  in  Brooke's  house,  telling  mo, 
from  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  that  they  came  fat  the  papers 
which  Bousa  had  carried  to  my  houseu  or  to  carry  me  with 
them  to  Jackson's  house ;  because  tne  Governor,  with  his 
authori^,  could  not  respect  me  in  any  other  light  than  aa  a 
private  individuaL 

The  officers  went  away  to  carry  my  answer,  which  was 
civen  them  In  the  presence  of  all  at  Brooke's  house ;  and  I, 
reeling  now  a  recurrence  of  my  pain,  reouested  them  to  per- 
mit me  to  go  home,  whither  several  of  uioso  persons  accom- 
panied me.  As  soon  as  I  arrived,  I  caused  my  secretary  to 
extend  in  my  office  all  that  I  had  said  to  the  persons  sent, 
and  with  him  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Viliiers,  accom- 
panied by  another  officer,  to  the  Oovernor,  thinking  that 
thus  my  answer  might  be  more  correctly  understood  by 
him;  but.  when  it  was  presented  he  would  not  receive  it, 
and  they  brought  it  back  to  me  unopen. 

After  these  officers  returned  to  me,  now  at  my  own  house, 
the  some  three  perMns  came  witii  a  determined  and  brief 
measage  that  I  must  not  make  any  pretensions  to  official 
situation  or  other  considerotions — **  tne  papers,  or  go  with 
thein.'^  I  was  surrounded  by  my  officers  and  other  perMus 
of  charscter,  whose  countenances  I  saw  filled  with  pain  and 
surprise  to  see  me  in  the  sad  state  of  suffering,  and  unable 
to  remain  tranquil.  Till  then  I  knew  not  of  what  papers 
they  spoke,  as  1  had  not  entered  upon  an  inquiij,  nor  luid 
they  fiven  me  an  opportunity  of  doing  so ;  and  i  answered 
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Sm :  Pnmiant  to  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
reientatiTea  of  the  7th  ultimo,  I  ha¥e  now  the  honor 
of  submittiiig  *'  a  comparatiye  view  of  the  expensat 


them  that  I  was  unable  to  go  out  of  my  honscu  I  entreated 
that  they  would,  at  least,  give  me  aa  abstract  of  what 
papers  and  of  what  cUas  those  were  which  they  demanded, 
and  I  would  inform  Don  Andrew  Jackson  that  I  was  aick. 

Without  giving  me  any  answer,  they  went  away,  and  I 
laid  myself  on  the  bed.  An  hour  afterwards,  one  of  the 
three  presented  himself  in  my  house,  and  nve  me  an  ab> 
atraet,  written  on  a  half  sheet  of  piVMr,  in  m  ^Rnf^^\A  in. 
nags,  and  sisned  ** Alcalde  Braokenridge.**  I  took  it;  I 
told  him  that  I  should  have  it  translated,  and  shoold  reply 
to  it.  He  went  away.  I  gave  it  to  the  interpreter  at  uit 
hour,  which  was  nine  at  night,  and  son^t  repose  on  the 
bed ;  but,  a  whUe  after,  and  without  fhrther  preliminaries 
a  purty  of  troops,  with  the  commissioners,  assaulted  the 
house,  breaking  the  fence,  notwithstanding  the  door  wai 
open ;  and  the  commissioners  entered  my  apartment ;  they 
surrounded  my  bed  with  soldiers  with  dravm  baronets  in 
their  hands ;  tnev  removed  the  mosquito  net ;  tbey  mads 
me  sit  up;  and  oemanded  "the  papers,  or  they  would  vm 
the  arms  against  my  person." 

In  fine,  in  a  short  while  after,  one  of  the  three  went  on^ 
and  returned  accompanied  with  an  officer,  who,  placing  him- 
self before  me,  told  me  I  wss  a  prisoner,  and  owiered  me  to 
dress  mysell  I  answered  that  I  was  so,  but  that  he  w««ld 
have  the  goodness  to  observe  tliat  I  was  ao  sick  aa  that  I 
ought  not  to  be  taken  oat  of  my  house  at  that  hour.  He 
made  no  answer  to  the  interpreter,  and  remained  silent ;  bat 
one  of  three  deliberately  ordered  me  to  dress.  I  dressed  in 
my  uniform,  was  going  to  put  on  my  sword,  but,  upon  r^ 
flection,  thought  it  better  to  deliver  it  to  the  officer.  I  did 
so,  and  one  of  the  three  took  it  ih>m  his  hand  and  tlnvw  it 
upon  the  chimney,  and  in  tl^p  manner  I  was  eondoetod 
through  the  streets  among  the  troops. 

They  took  me  to  a  private  house,  in  which  they  presented 
me  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  who,  with  two  other  persona,was 
seated  near  a  table ;  the  house  was  filled  with  people  of  all 
ages  and  /Blesses,  and  there  he  made  me  a  sign  to  sit  down, 
which  I  did.  Bv  the  only  interpreter  who  had  hitherto  de- 
livered and  carried  book  the  verbal  messages  I  have  already 
mentioned,  he  nut  one  question  to  me,  according  to  my  re- 
coUectlon.  conlmed  solely  to  whether  certain  peters  had 
been  carried  to  my  house  by  Don  Domingo  Bousa,  and  ds> 
livered  to  my  steward. 

I  requested  him  to  permit  mo  to  answer  in  writing;  and  ts 
do  so  with  my  own  hand.  He  granted  it  readily.  1  set  my* 
self  to  write  a  regular  protest,  that  I  might  go  on  to  answer 
afterwards;  but!  haa  hardly  begun  when  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  took  the  paper  flt>m  before  me,  and,  with  much 
violence  and  fririous  gestures,  spoke  for  some  time.  looking 
at  the  bvstanders;  and  when  ne  had  conduded,  tne  intar> 
preter  told  me  that  he  had  ordered  me  to  give  no  other  an- 
swer to  all  that  he  had  asked  me  but  yes  or  no. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  to  speak  for  a  oonsldef^ 
able  time,  looking  at  the  people,' but  speaking  fririona^; 
and  in  the  countenances  of  the  bystanders  I  perceived  mr 
or  surprise,  caused  bv  what  he  said.  He  concIuded,«nd  the 
interpreter  told  me  Uiat  the  Governor  woald  not  treat  with 
me  in  any  other  way  than  aa  a  private  individual ;  this  idea 
(which  I  knew  not  now»to  account  for)  made  me  cateh  at 
the  word,  and  demand  some  explanations.  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  did  not  permit  me  to  speak.  I  insisted  that  the  in- 
terpreter should  translate  what  I  said;  he  waa  sometimes 
about  to  do  this,  and  he  intermpted  him  at  the  Terr  begte- 
ning;  so  that  of  all  that  he  said  in  two  hours,  (and  ikm  An- 
drew Jackson  directed  himself  to  me.)  only  the  afbreaidd 
intimation  was  translated  to  me,  that  1  had  not  a  word  to 
answer  but  yes,  or  no,  to  what  I  should  be  asked,  and  that 
the  Qovemor  would  not  treat  me  in  any  other  way  than  as 
a  private  individuaL 

I  remained  silent ;  ther  called  my  steward ;  th^  asked 
him  if  certainpapers  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  Bonaa  at 
my  house  ?    m  answered,  yes. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  drew  from  among  other  piVMrs  <Hie 
which  was  already  written;  he  read  it  to  me,  and  It  con- 
tained the  order  for  committing  me  and  my  steward  to 
prison. 

I  got  upon  my  feet;  I  be^ed  the  interpreter  to  ssk  him 
if  he  did  not  shudder,  and  was  not  struck  with  horror  at  in- 
sulting me ;  and  I  pronounced  a  solemn  protest  against  his 
proceedings.  The  interpreter  informed  him,  and  he  replied, 
that  for  what  he  had  done  he  had  no  account  to  give  but  to 
his  Government,  and  he  told  me  that  I  mi^t  protest  belbrs 
God  hiinseUl 

I  was  carried  olf  to  prison  at  twelve  at  night,  and  toj 
steward  also.    I  left  my  house  open,  with  three  or  four  wcSr 
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of  the  Army  proper,  and  MUitaiy  Academy,  for  tbe 
years  1818,  1819,  1820, 1821,  and  estimates  for  1822, 
arranged  imder  the  Tarions  heads  of  ezpeoditores  ac> 
cording  to  the  present  and  former  organization  of  the 
Department  of  War.**  The  militaiy  disbursements 
for  the  years  1816  and  1817,  as  explained  by  the  let- 
ter from  the  Second  Auditor,  accompanying  this  re- 
port, are  so  blended  with  the  airearages  of  prior 
years,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  militia,  and  claims 
of  certain  States  and  indlTiduals,  arioing  out  of  the 


dien  of  the  United  States  troops  in  It  I  loft  all  my  priTate 
pftpera,  all  the  official  correspondenoe  of  mj  Oovernment, 
and  wluit  was  nnder  my  charge  officially,  wlthoat  any  ae- 
oonnt,  at  the  discretion  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
keys  of  my  tronks  and  money  chests  were  not  remoTed.  I 
left  in  my  house  no  person  to  represent  me,  and  who  was  in 
my  confidence ;  and,  lastly,  by  a  respectable  dtisen  of  the 
United  States,  and  my  officers,  at  two  in  the  morning,  a 
eomch  was  spread  for  me  and  my  other  assistants  to  throw 
oonelTCs  down  upon ;  (for,  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  I  was 
permitted  to  throw  myselA  sick  as  I  was,  upon  Uie  bricks  of 
the  prison ;)  when,  afterwards,  I  was  informed  by  Tarioos 
persons  who  understood  the  Spanish  and  Enslish  languages^ 
that  the  matters  above  related,  which  had  been  oonceivea 
wainst  me,  and  were  not  translated  by  the  interpreter,  con- 
wted  in  haying  endeavored  to  persuade  the  people  that  the 
p^Mrs  were  taken  ftom  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  that  I 
was  an  afOoomplice  in  that  criminal  action. 

At  eloTen  In  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  (the  88d,) 
Judge  Elegins  Fromentin  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for 
the  release  of  my  person ;  and  Don  Andrew  Jackson  an- 
swered that  it  was  not  proper  to  carry  It  into  execution ;  but, 
on  tbe  same  day,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  he  gave  order  that 
an  officer  should  inform  me  tliat  I  was  released  fi^m  prison, 
and  mig^t  be  accompanied  by  him  to  my  house  to  examine 
If  the  boxes  were  sealed. 

1  replied  to  the  person  who  communicated  this  to  me  that 
I  could  not  enter  It  unless  accompanied  by  a  judge,  who 
migl&t  be  present,  and  certify  to  the  situation  in  which  all 
thinn  tn  it  were  found,  since  I  had  been  dragged  from  It, 
batljig  every  thing  to  their  discretion. 

Tbe  officer  accompanied  me  Into  the  presence  of  Judge 
Fiomentin,  whom  we  found  side  I  related  to  him  wlutt 
had  happened,  and  entreated  him  to  afford  the  protection  of 
the  law  to  my  prerogative,  person,  and  house.  He  Informed 
Be  that  he  could  not  assist  me,  because  his  situation  ren- 
dased  it  impossible :  but  he  would  cause  witnesses  to  accom- 
pany me,  who  should  make  the  examination,  and  sign  it 

I  vent  thither  with  the  officer  and  many  other  persons : 
It  was  fonnd  open,  with  three  or  four  soldiers  within ;  the 
papeis  of  official  correspondence  scattered  upon  the  table, 
and  the  covers  open ;  one  box,  which  was  left  shut,  and 
asalad  with  the  seal  of  my  Oovernment,  had  been  burst 
open,  the  seals  broken,  and  again  shut,  with  different  seals; 
and  nothing  was  fonnd  wrong  In  the  contents  of  the  money 
dnet  I  had  not  time  to  examine  the  papers,  nor  could  I 
do  tt,  beeanse  I  was  too  much  Indisposed. 

On  tbe  Mth  day  of  the  same  month,  about  half  past  three 
tn  the  afternoon,  the  secretary  of  the  Government  of  Don 
Andrew  Jackson  delivered  to  mine  the  testimony  which  I 
had  asked  on  the  night  of  the  28d;  and  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  following  day.  (the  27th,)  sldpss  I  wss,  I  set  out  with 
mr  eeeretary  for  Washington,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Mbilster  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Mj\)eety  near  the 
Oevcrnmcnt  or  the  United  States,  leaving  without  my  power 
aid  aatbority  in  Pensacola  what  was  under  my  charge  be- 
Inaglng  to  the  nation  of  which  I  am  a  dependent,  because  in 
OM  all  oonfldence  and  every  law  of  nations  had  been  vio- 
lated bj  tbe  authority  now  existing  there. 


THB  0A8X  OF  YIDAL's  HEIB8. 
There  were  several  cases,  all  Judidal  and  affiocting  the 
lighSa  of  persona,  in  which  the  ex-Oovemor  retained  the 
papen  to  earryaway;  but  the  one  which  was  the  imme- 
dtete  eadating  cause  of  the  strong  proceedings  against  Cal- 
lava,  bia  aecretary,  Sousa,  his  nu^jor  domo^  FuUarat,  and 
Jodge  Fromentin,  was  that  of  the  hdrs  of  YidaL  The  case 
was  tbia :  Don  mdiolas  Maria  Yidal  had  been  an  officer  of 
fbe  Spaniah  Oovernment,  an  auditor  of  war ;  and  died  at 
Feaaaeola  in  1807,  leaving  considerable  property,  and  four 
cbfldrea,  minora,  and  all  girls— the  offspring  of  a  connection 
wttb  a  quadroon  woman  — of  eonrse  illegitimate.  The 
You  VIL— 18 


late  war,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  ascertain- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  army  for  those  years,  and  so 
as  to  pnt  it  oat  of  my  power  to  embrace  them  in  the 
comparative  view  called  for ;  though  it  is  believed,  if 
it  could  be  embraced  in  the  comparison,  the  result 
would  not  vaxy  materially  from  that  founded  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1818,  in  which  year  a  sepa- 
ration was  made,  for  the  first  time,  between  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  army,  and  the  arrearages  grow- 
ing out  of  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war. 

property  he  gave  by  will  to  these  children,  and  during  four* 
teen  years  that  had  elapsed  since  his  death,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  any  part  of  it  Claims 
were  set  up  against  the  estate,  and  suits  instituted,  and  sales 
made,  and  the  proceeds  went  into  the  hands  of  the  strdng 
house  of  Forbes  and  Company,  and  John  Innerarity,  ss  de- 
positaries ;  and  who  proved,  in  one  respect,  to  be  very  safe 
depositaries,  as  the  heirs  could  get  nothing  fix>m  them. 
Great  illegalities  and  frauds  had  been  committed  In  the  pro- 
ceedings against  the  estate— so  flsgrant  in  one  instance  that 
the  sale  of  18,000  acres  of  land,  twice  made,  had  been  twice 
set  aside  for  fraud ;  and  once  by  CaUava  himself  acting  as 
Judge.  Property  sold  in  New  Orleans,  and  other  places, 
brought  nothing  to  the  children :  the  proceeds  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  depositaries,  and  although  decrees  were  repeat- 
edly made,  ordering  them  to  account  with  the  heirs,  yet 
every  decree  remained  without  execution.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  case  when  the  Floridas  changed  hands,  and  the 
Americans  arrived  to  supersede  the  Bpanlsh  authorities. 
The  Yidal  estate,  so  fkr  as  the  heirs  and  the  depoattaries 
were  concerned,  remained  as  it  had  done  for  fourteen  years 
—the  depositaries,  and  some  claimants,  the  whole  bene- 
flciaries  of  the  estate ;  the  heirs,  aliens  to  their  ikther^ 
proi>erty.  And  now,  a  new  feature  of  oppression  developed 
Itselil  The  records  of  the  case  were  to  be  carried  off  by 
Callava  I  By  the  treaty  all  the  archives  of  the  province, 
and  all  evidences  of  titles  and  Judicial  proceedings,  were  to 
be  delivered  up  to  the  American  authorities ;  and  the  great- 
er part  were  so  delivered.  But  the  papers  in  this  esse  of 
Yidal,  and  some  others,  formed  an  exception ;  and  were  re- 
tained by  the  Oovemor  to  be  carried  to  the  Savannah.  If. 
this  was  done,  there  wss  an  end  of  Justice  to  the  children 
of  YidaL  They  heard  what  was  to  be  done :  they  applied 
to  American  lawyers:  and  they  brought  the  case  before- 
General  Jackson,  as  the  supreme  Judicial  authority  of 
Florida.  He  took  cognizance  of  it— found  all  the  statements 
made  to  him  to  be  true ;  and  immediately  Instituted  those 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  papen  which  led  to  the 
arrest  of  Domingo  Sousa,  Fullarat,  Callava,  Fromentin,  and 
others.  The  design  <tf  all  these  arrests  was  to  ooeroe  ths- 
delivery  of  the  papers,  which  being  accomplished,  the  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned  persons  were  set  at  liberty,  and  the 
cause  regularly  proceeded  with  before  Governor  Jackson  in 
his  supreme  Judicial  capacity,  and  Justice  done  to  the  hein 
of  YidaL  In  the  United  States,  where  people  am  aocus' 
tomed  to  the  regular  administration  of  Justice,  the  sum- 
mary and  energetic  proceedings  of  General  Jackson  ap- 
peared to  be  harsh,  and  even  lawless ;  but  they  were  all  Jus- 
tiffed  by  the  Adminlstiation,  and  sanctioned  by  tbe  nsgative 
action  of  Congress ;  and  in  Florida,  where  they  took  piece, 
and  whore  it  wss  seen  that  no  wealth  or  power  could  screMi- 
the  oppressor ;  and  that  governors,  Judges,  and  rich  mer- 
chants were  laid  by  the  heels,  like  common  offenders;  and 
the  protecting  shield  of  law  and  Justice  thrown  over  the 
most  humble  and  helpless :  in  tUs  province,  so  long  a  prey 
to  oppression  and  corruption,  the  conduct  of  Geneml  Jack- 
son appeared  like  an  emanation  of  divine  Jpstice,  greatly 
exalting  the  American  character. 
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Table  A,  accompaDyiog  this  report,  10  the  state- 
ttent  of  the  Second  Auditor,  and  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  expenditores  of  the  Armj. proper,  indnding  the 
Military  Academy,  from  the  year  1818  to  1821,  in- 
clnsive ;  from  which  it  appean  that  the  ezpenditarea, 
after  deducting  for  the  increased  expense,  on  aooonnt 
of  the  Seminole  War,  in  1818,  were,  respectively,  for 
those  years,  13,702,496  04,  $8,374,781  95,  $816,414 
11,  and  $2,180,093  53 ;  adding  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  last  year  the  arrearages  of  the  Quartermaster's 
department,  and  subtracting  the  expenditure  inci- 
dent to  the  reducing  the  Military  Establishment  in 
June  last,  the  estimate  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1822,  including  the  balances  of  such  of  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  as  are  required  for  the 
service  of  this,  amount  to  $1,800,424  86. 

Table  B,  is  an  abstract  of  the  general  returns  of 
the  Army,  for  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  as 
reported  by  the  last  returns  received  at  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  together  with  the  academic  staif  and 
military  school  at  West  Point,  to  which  is  added  the 
number  of  the  Military  Establishment,  by  the  pres- 
ent oiganization,  for  the  year  1822.  From  the  ex- 
hibit in  the  table,  it  appears  that  the  average  strength 
of  the  Army,  including  officers  and  cadets,  for 
the  year  1818,  was  8,199;  for  1819,  8,428;  for 
1820,  9,698;  for  1821,  8,109;  and  that,  from  the 
oiganization  of  the  present  MQitaxy  Establishment, 
if  the  rank  and  file  are  kept  full,  the  strength,  for 
1822,  will  amount  to  6,442. 

It  also  appears,  from  the  same  table,  that  the  com- 
missioned officers  were,  in  proportion  to  the  cadets 
and  rank  and  file  of  the  anny,  in  service,  for  those 
jcears,  thus : 


In  1818,  as 
In  1819,  as 
In  1820,  as 
In  1821,  as 
In  1822,  as 


1  to  11.76. 

I  to  12.11. 

1  to  13.57. 

1  to  12.18. 

1  to  10.25. 


Table  G,  exhibits  the  result  of  the  comparative 
view  of  tlie  expenditures  of  the  army  for  the  years 
1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  of  expen- 
ditures for  1822.  To  illustrate  distinctly  the  opera- 
tions of  the  preeent  system,  in  controlling  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  army,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  a  proper  organised  staff,  the  items  composing  the 
expenditures  of  the  army  have  been  classed  under  two 
divisions,  viz : 

First  Those  which  are  fixed  by  law,  and  which 
cannot  be  materially  afi^cted  by  administration ;  such 
as,  pay  to  the  officers  and  men,  subsistence  to  the 
former,  and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants,  for- 
age, transportation  for  baggage,  &c 

Secondly.  Those  items  which  are  embraced  under 
the  general  character  of  supplies  for  the  army,  and 
wiiich  may  be  reduced  by  correct  administraCtion ; 
nch  as,  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing.  Quarter- 
master's and  medical  stores.  Ajb  most  of  the  articles 
^nbmeed  under  the  above  denomination,  aie  exposed 
to  Jactaate  in  price,  and  a  considerable  reduction 
took  place  in  the  medical,  snbristenoe,  and  clothing 
supplier  within  the  periods  compared,  proper  aUow- 
anfies  have  been  made  on  that  account,  amounting, 
in  .the  price  of  provisions^  from  forty  to  thirty-nine 
and  a  half  per  centum,  and,  in  that  of  clothing  and 
medical  storey  from  seven  to  eight  and  a  hiSif  per 
centnnx.  The  contracts  made  by  the  different  de-* 
partments,  and  the  price  currents  for  those  years,  in 


the  principal  cities,  have  been  the  guides  in  fixing  on 
those  allowances.  To  the  Quartermaster's  disbone- 
ments  no  additions  have  been  made,  as  any  redac- 
tion which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  price  of  sap* 
plies  frtmished  by  that  department,  has  been  more 
than  balanced  by  the  increased  expenditures  to  which 
it  has  been  subject  from  the  extension  and  mnltipli- 
oation  of  the  frontier  posts. 

From  table  C,  it  appears  diat  the  expenditures  of 
the  army,  (additions  being  made  as  above  stated,  for 
the  reduction  in  prices  of  stores  and  bupplies  in  the 
years  subsequent  to  1818,  so  as  to  nuse  tiie  prices  of 
those  years  to  the  standard  of  those  of  that  year,) 
would  amount 


$8»702,4d5 
8,663,785 
3,061,884 
2,327,552 
1,929,17a 


04 
16 
00 
18 
91 


In  1818  ... 
In  1819  ... 
In  1820  -  -  - 
In  1821  -  -  . 
And  by  estimates  for  1822  - 

From  the  above  data  and  average  strength  of  each 
year,  confonnably  to  an  abstract  of  the  general  re- 
turns of  the  army,  it  results  that  the  average  cort  d 
the  army,  for  each  individual,  taking  the  aggregate 
of  the  officers,  professors  of  tiie  Military  Academy, 
cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  in  tlie  service  of  tbe  United 
States 


For  Hke year  IBIS: 

In  expenditures, not  materially  affected  by 

administration,  on  an  average,  each    -      $151  9S 

Its  expenditures  which  may  be  affected  by 
administration,  on  an  average,  each   -        299  64 


Total  average  cost  for  offioeis  and  en- 


listed men,  &c.,  each 


-    $451  67 


i^ortAe  year  1819. 

In  expenditures  of  the  first  dass,  each      -     $158  79 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  dass,  each        275  98 


Total  average  cost^  each 


-     $434  70 


For  the  year  1820. 

In  expenditures  of  the  first  dass,  each     -    $140  46 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each        178  43 


Total  average  cost,  each 


.    $316  88 


For  the  year  lS2h 

In  expen^tures  of  the  first  class,  eadi     -    $136  6S 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  dass,  eadi        150  40 


Total  average  cost 


-    $287  OS 


For  the  year  1822. 

Conformably  to  estimates,  of  the  first  dasa^ 
each $166  30 

Conformably  to  estimates,  of  the  second 
dass,  each        .....      144  16 


Total  avenge  cost,  each 


-    $299  46 


From  the  above,  it  appean  tliat  there  has  been  an 
actual  annual  reduction  in  the  average  expense  of 
each  officer  and  soldier  in  the  service— 


In  the  year  1819,  of 
In  the  year  1820,  of 


$1687eadi. 
136  69  each. 
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In  the  year  1821,  of 

And  by  estimates  for  1822,  of  - 


164  65  each. 
158 11  each. 


Tie  act  of  Congress  for  oiganizing  the  general 
staff,  agreeably  to  its  present  formation,  was  not  ap- 
DTOved  until  the  14th  of  April,  1818 ;  and  the  change 
m  the  system  for  controlling  the  disbursements  of  the 
anny,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chiefs  of  each 
department  located  at  Washington,  conld  not  be 
snfficiently  matured  before  the  dose  of  the  year  1819 ; 
which,  with  the  additional  expense  to  which  the 
Qoartennaster's  department  was  unavoidably  sub- 
jected in  the  year  1819,  firom  occupying  advanced 
militaiy  posts  on  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers, 
will  accouDt  for  the  comparatively  litde  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  in  that  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1822,  compared  with 
the  aggregate  of  individuals  composing  the  Military 
Establishment,  though  favorable  as  contrasted  with 
the  expenses  of  18 18,  1B19,  and  1820,  is  not  so  with 
1821.  This  difference  is  accounted  for  fix>m  the 
present  oiganization  of  the  Military  Establishment, 
the  officers  being  in  larger  proportion  to  the  rank  and 
file  than  under  the  former  organization.  But,  if  we 
thoold  suppose  the  proportion  to  be  the  same,  the 
eomparison,  founded  on  the  estimates  for  1822,  would 
be  more  favorable  in  its  results  than  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  tiie  preceding  year.  From  table  C,  it  foi^ 
^r  appears  that  the  army  for  the  year  1818,  being 
8,199  strong,  including  general  staff,  professors  of 
the  Military  Academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  cost 
for  that  year  $3,702,495  04  ;  and  that  for  the  same 
aoiDerical  force,  at  the  rate  of  expenditures  in  1818, 
would  have  cost — 


For  the  year  1819 
For  the  year  1820 
For  the  year  1821 
And  on  the  estimates  for  18^2  - 


18,564,105  80 

2,589,900  12 

2,358,276  98 

2,455,272  51 


After  making  an  allowance  for  the  difference  in 
{vices  of  artidea  of  sapplleS|  as  above  stated,  the  re- 
salts  in  favor  of  the  latter  years  are,  respectively, 
1188^889  74,  $1,112,594  92,  $1,349,218,  and  $1,247,- 
282  50. 

I  hav«  the  honor  to  be,  &a, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hob.  Philip  P.  Basboub, 

Speaker  Houae  of  Repreeeatatioee  U.  8» 


Wedihesdat,  March  6. 

Case  of  Judge  Tait 

The  Spsakbb  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
addressed  to  hira,  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  Alabama, 
eomplaining  of  alleged  official  miscondact  on  the 
part  of  Charles  Tail,  district  jndge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Alabama. 

The  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Tatlob  mo>ed  to  refer  the  letter,  with 
the  docomenta  enclosed  in  it,  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  WoLLLAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to 
^e  reference,  as  giving  too  much  importance  to 
tbe  complaints  of  a  person,  who  had  heretofore 
bid  ^ore  the  Hoose  charges  against  Jndge 
Toahnin,  and  fiiiled  to  substantiate  them.  He 
nbseqaently  wichdrew  his  opposition,  and  ao- 
wded  to  the  reference. 

Mr.  Moons,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  prepared 


a  resolve  on  the  subject,  which  he  supposed 
would  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  viz :  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  Judge  Tait,  &c 

Mr.  WiLLTAMB  said  that  such  a  resolution 
would  give  a  very  different  aspect  from  that  of 
a  mere  reference  of  the  papers  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
it.  Let  the  papers  be  sent  as  now  moved,  said 
Mr.  W.,  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  they 
will  come,  J  have  no  doubt,  to  a  very  correct 
conclusion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  suggested  that  it  would  not  look 
well  to  be  more  anxious  to  inquire  into  cases  of 
controversy  between  citizens  and  judges  than 
between  generals  and  judges:  and  thought 
General  Jaokson^s  case  bad  better  be  referred 
along  with  Mr.  Lewis's  to  the  same  committee. 

The  question  of  a  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  of  the  papers  presented  by  the 
Speaker,  was  then  agreed  to  without  oppod- 
tlon. 


Fbibat,  March  8. 

Spcmieh  American  Pronmaee, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidbnt 
OF  THB  United  States,  as  follows: 

T\>  the  Binue  of  RepregeiUativea  of  the  United  SUHee: 

In  transmitting  to  the  Honae  of  Representatxves  the 
docnmenta  called  for  by  the  reaolntion  of  that  House, 
of  the  80th  Jannaiy,  I  consider  it  my  dnty  to  invite 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  vexy  important  sub- 
ject, and  to  commnjiicate  the  sentiments  of  the  Exec- 
ntive  on  it,  that,  should  Congpress  entertain  similar 
sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operation  between 
the  two  departments  of  the  government,  aa  their  re- 
spective rights  and  duties  may  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces in  this  hemisphere,  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  its 
commencement  This  feeling  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  them,  from  causes  which  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  you.  It  has  been'  gratifying  to  all  to 
see  the  genend  acquiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authoritiea 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest.  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of 
the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  equal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  party  was 
permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate ships,  and  to  take  from  them  every  article  which 
was  the  sulject  of  commerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citixens,  also,  have  carried  on  commerce  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Government  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States  have  re- 
mained neutral,  and  have  fulfilled  with  the  utmost 
impartiality,  all  the  obligations  incident  to  that  char- 
acter. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stafle,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound  oon- 
sideration,  whether  their  right  to  the  rank  of  inde- 
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pendent  nationa,  with  all  the  adTantagei  incident  to 
it,  in  their  interconne  with  the  United  States,  is  not 
complete.  Bnenoe  Ayres  aasamed  that  rank  hy  a 
formal  declaration  in  1816,  and  has  enjojed  it  since 
1810  free  from  inyasion  by  the  parent  coontiy.  The 
provinces  composing  the  RepabUc  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
united  by  a  fimdunental  law  of  the  17th  of  December, 
1819.  A  strong  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that  time, 
certain  parts  of  the  territoiy  within  their  limits,  and 
waged  a  destmctive  war.  That  force  has  since  been 
repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  made 
prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from  the  countiy, 
with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable  portion  only, 
which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses.  The  prov- 
inces on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  very  soooesafal. 
Chili  declared  independence  in  1818,  and  has  since 
enjoyed  it  undiBtuzb«d ;  and  of  late,  by  the  assistance 
of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  revolution  has  ex- 
tended to  Pern.  Of  the  movement  in  Mexico  our 
information  is  less  authentic,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
distinctly  understood,  that  the  new  Government  has 
declared  its  independence,  and  that  there  i»  now  no 
opposition  to  it  there,  or  force  to  make  any.  For  the 
last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spain  has  not 
sent  a  sins^e  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of  that  coun- 
try ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it  will  send 
any  in  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that  all  those 
provinces  are  not  only  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
independence,  but,  considering  the  state  of  the  war 
and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not  the  most 
remote  prospect  of  their  being  deprived  of  it 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  ia  manifestly  set- 
tled, the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  recogni- 
tion by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted. 
Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which  the  parties 
cannot  control.  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
powers  as  to  the  result,  may  assuage  those  feelings 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  useful 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay 'which  has  been 
observed  in  making  a  decision  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, will,  it  is  presumed,  have  afforded  an  unequivo- 
cal proof  to  Spain,  as  it  must  have  done  to  other  pow- 
ers, o£  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  United 
States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  determination  not 
to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  belonging  to 
this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  succes- 
sively, as  each  portion  of  the  country  acquired  its 
independence,  pressed  their  recognition  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  thought 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it.  To  motives  of  interest 
tills  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tension, being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  the  civilized  worlds  To 
other  daims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt, 
and  frankly  acLM)wledged,  but  they,  in  themselves, 
could  never  become  an  adequate  cause  of  action.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  look  to  every 
important  fact  and  circumstance  on  which  a  sound 
opinion  coold  be  formed,  which  has  been  done. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length^of  time  which 
this  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete  success 
which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  provinces,  the 
present  condition  of  the  parties,  and  the  utter  ina- 
bility of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it,  we  are 
compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settled,  and  that 
the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  be  re- 
cognised. 


Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  (jovemment  on  tbii 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  reoentfy 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  SDCoe«flil 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  semi 
of  years,  gaining  strengtii,  and  extending  ammslljiii 
every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the  lata  impiff- 
tant  events,  with  little  exception,  all  the  dominkmi 
of  Spain  south  of  the  United  States,  on  this  continent 
placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  over  the 
whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reconcile  tbi 
parent  oonntiy  to  an  accommodation  with  them,  on 
the  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor  hu 
any  authentic  information  been  recently  recced  of 
the  disposition  of  other  powers  respecting  it  A  sin- 
cere desire  has  been  cherished  to  act  in  concert  with 
them  in  the  proposed  recognition,  of  which  sevenl 
were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  but  it  was  undei^ 
stood  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it  The  im- 
mense space  between  those  powers^  even  thoee  which 
border  on  the  Atiantic,  and  these  provinces,  mskes 
the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and  excite- 
ment to  them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  thev  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progreai 
than  we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  howerer, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  tiis 
result 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  maimer,  our 
friendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  bat  to 
observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  wsr 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrafi^  between 
them.  Of  this  friendly  disposition,  an  assoranoe  w31 
be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  to  whom  it  is 
presumed  it  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  satisfactoiy. 
The  measure  is  proposed,  under  a  thorough  oonvio- 
tion  that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  that  it  is  just  and  right  as  to  the  parties;  sod 
that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  station  and 
character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  esMntisI 
interests  to  adopt  it  Should  Congress  concur  in  the 
view  herein  presented,  they  will  doubtiess  see  the 
propriety  of  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
carrying  it  into  effect 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WABwatOTOVf  March  8, 1823. 

[Accompanying  the  Message  of  the  IVesideDt 
of  the  United  States  was  the  following  report:] 

Dkpabtment  of  State, 
WAfianiuTOM,  March  7, 1621 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  A  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tiM 
20th  of  January  last,  requesting  uie  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lay  before  that  House  such  commn- 
nications  as  might  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive from  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Governments  south  of  the  United  States  which  have 
declared  their  independence;  and  the  commonics- 
tions  from  the  agents  of  such  Grovemments  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  tend 
to  show  the  political  condition  of  their  Government^ 
and  the  state  of  war  between  them  and  ^pain,  ss  it 
might  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  com* 
municate,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  tiie  Prea- 
dent  the  papers  required  by  that  resolution.       , 

The  commumcations  from  the  agents  of  the  tTnU- 
ed  States  are  only  those  most  recentiy  received,  and 
exhibiting  their  views  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
sevoal  South  American  revolutionary  GoveznnMnta 
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No  commnnieatioD  has  yet  been  reoeiyed  from  Mr. 
Prerost  ance  hU  anival  at  Lima. 

There  hae  been  hitherto  no  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  Mezioo ;  bat  among  the  papers  herewith 
sabmitted  is  a  letter  recentlj  received  horn  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  some  years  re- 
siding there,  containing  the  best  information  in  pos- 
session of  the  Government,  concerning  the  late  revo- 
Intion  in  that  oonntiy,  and  special^  of  the  character 
•mbraoed  by  the  resolution  of  the  Honse. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

To  |he  pBEBiDKBrr  of  the  UwUod  States. 


Mr.  CoNDicr  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
and  docnments  accompanying  it^  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Rhea  preferred  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  J0XB8,  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  preferred 
that  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  as  the  course  most 
conformable  to  custom,  and  in  itself  the  most 
proper.  The  first  named  of  these  gentlemen 
eiprefised  his  ffreat  satisfaction  in  having  re- 
ceived such  a  Message,  and  his  regret  that  it 
had  not  been  sent  earlier. 

The  question  to  refer  the  papers  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  negatived ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re^ 
lations. 

On  the  question  to  print  the  documents,  Mr. 
CooK  supported  that  motion.  Tlie  papers,  he 
said,  had  a  close  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
were  from  official  sources.  Not  having  himself 
that  intuitive  knowledge  of  the  subject  which 
some  gentlemen  seemed  to  possess,  he  wished 
these  documents  to  be  printed,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  both  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  question  was  stated 
on  printing  five  thousand  copies  of  the  Message 
— ^when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  (at  six 
o'clock  nearly,)  the  House  adjourned. 


SATxraoAT,  March  9. 

Ndtianal  Medals, 

Mr.  P01X8ETT,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress,  to 
which  was  re/erred  a  letter  from  Mr.  Geoige  W. 
Erving^  aanonncing  that  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
^leaker  of  this  Honse  a  collection  of  medals,  coined 
in  coounemoration  of  some  of  the  most  important 
military  successes  of  France,  under  its  republican 
Govvnunent,  and  under  that  of  Napoleon ;  as  well  as 
those  marking  less  important  epochs  in  the  lustoxy 
of  that  empire,  together  with  the  only  medals  coined 
in  that  ooontry  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Bevoln- 
tion,  and  requesting^  throogh  him,  to  present  this 
eoUection  to  the  Libraiy  of  Congress,  have  agreed  to 


**  That,  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the  honorable 
Mr«  Dickerson,  of  the  Senate,  by  the  collector  of  the 
pott  qC  New  York,  it  appears  that  the  medals  were 
shipped  at  Havre^  on  board  the  brig  Factor,  in  the 


Summer  of  1810,  bound  to  New  York,  which  vessel 
has  not  since  been  heard  0^  and  is  supposed  to  have 
foundered  at  sea. 

"The  loss  of  this  veiy  valuable  oollectian  of 
medals  lb  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  dies  from  which  tiiey  were  struck 
have  been  since  destroyed,  and  these  medals  are  now, 
therefore,  extremely  rare  and  costly. 

"  The  committee  recommend  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  purchase,  for  the  Library,  the  medals  struck 
in  France  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Revolution, 
and  which  may  still  be  bought  at  the  Mint,  in  Paris. 

*'.  The  practice,  so  genend  in  Europe,  of  multiply- 
ing medals  struck  in  commemoration  of  great  events, 
and  of  important  epochs  in  the  annals  of  a  nation, 
ou^t,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  adopt- 
ed in  this  country.  This  would  enable  the  public 
libraries  and  individuals  throughout  the  United 
States  to  acquire  all  the  medals  which  have  been 
struck  in  commemoration  of  events  of  our  Revoln- 
tion,  and  of  our  late  naval  and  military  soocessea 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  RepreseiHta- 
tives  of  ike  Vmted  States  of  Ameriea,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  cause  a  reasonable  number  of 
the  medak  commemorative  of  important  events  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  to  be  coined,  at  such 
times  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  ordinaiy  busi- 
ness of  the  Mint,  and  to  be  sold  at  a  price  adequate 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  coining." 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 


HoNDAT,  March  11. 

Report  an  Weights  and  Measures. 

Mr.  LowKDES,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  weights  and  measures,  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  committed  to  a 
Oommlttee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  resolutions : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  ''  the 
report  on  weights  and  measures,"  made  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1821, 
report: 

That  so  comprehensive  a  view  has  been  given,  in 
the  documents  referred  to  them,  of  the  origin  and 
histoiy  of  the  measures  and  weights  now  in  use  in 
the  United  States,  and  so  frill  an  examination  of  the 
different  proposals  which  have  been  made  for  their 
improvement^  that  they  deem  it  scarcely  neoesrair 
to  do  more  than  to  submit  the  resolutions  which 
they  think  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  pass  at 
this  time.  Their  object  is  only  to  **  render  uniform 
and  stable  the  measures  and  weights  which  we  at 
present  possess.**  ^ 

To  efEect  this,  they  propose  that  the  President 
shall  cause  application  to  be  made  to  the  English 
Government  to  allow  models  of  the  yard,  the  Win- 
chester bushel,  wine,  gallon,  and  pound,  (avoirdu- 
pois,) to  be  procured  from  its  offices.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  easy  and  perfe<5t  comparison,  it  may  be  as 
well  that  the  yard  should  be  traced  upon  the  rod  (^ 
platina  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  of  State, 
on  which  is  traced  the  French  metre.    These  models 
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should  be  made  with  the  utmost  accnracy  which  the 
art  and  science  of  England  can  give,  and,  if  satis&c- 
torj  to  Congress,  should  be  declared  the  standard 
yard,  bnshel,  liquid  isallon,  and  pound,  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  material  of  which  the  standards  shall  be  formed. 
The  conunittee  will  not  detain  the  House  by  a  JuU 
exposition  of  the  reasons  which  led  them,  to  conclude, 
that,  at  least,  the  standards  of  length  and  weight 
should  be  of  platina,  as  the  material  on  which  time 
is  found  to  produce  the  smallest  change.  The  Secre- 
taiy  of  State,  who  adopts  an  opposite  opinion,  has 
said  that  **  the  rery  extraordinary  properties  of 
platina,  its  unequalled  i^cific  gravity,  its  infuaibility, 
its  durability,  its  powers  of  resistance  against  all  the 
ordinarr  agents  of  destruction  and  change,  give  it 
advantages  and  claims  to  employment  as  a  primaxy 
standard  for  weights  and  measures  and  coins,  to 
which  no  other  substance  in  nature  has  equal  pre- 
tensions. Should  the  fortunate  period  arrive  when 
the  improvement  in  the  moral  and  political  ccmdition 
of  man  will  admit  of  the  introduction  of  one  univer- 
sal standard  for  the  use  of  all  mankind,  it  is  hoped 
and  believed,  that  the  platina  metre  will  be  that 
standard."  But,  if  the  immutability  of  platina  re- 
commend it  so  strongly  as  a  standard  for  all  nations 
and  all  time,  it  can  Eardly  be  amiss  to  adopt  it  for 
the  interval  which  may  elapse  before  the  universal 
adoption  of  a  national  standard.  This  interval  the 
Secretary  and  the  committee  may  be  willing  to 
shorten,  but  it  seems  likely  to  last  as  long  as  diversi- 
ties of  laws  and  language  among  men.  If  the 
standard  pound  ahall  be  of  platina^  it  must,  of  course, 
be  made  equiponderant  with  the  English  pound  in 
vacuo,  and  the  same  means  must  be  used  in  making 
the  models  of  weight  which  are  intended  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  States.  The  standards  of  measures 
of  capacity  must,  probably,  be  of  copper  or  brass,  and 
the  careful  preservation  of  all  the  standards  may  be 
provided  for  in  the  law  which  shall  establish  them. 
The  committee  think  it  best  that  they  should  be  kept 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  used  only  to  verify 
the  models  which  may  be  issued  under  the  authority 
of  Government. 

The  committee  believe  that,  by  distributing  accu- 
rate copies  of  these  standards  among  the  States,  the 
present  inequality  of  weights  and  measures  will  be  so 
far  removed  as  to  leave  littie  practical  inconvenience 
in  that  regard.  They  propose  that  the  President 
shall  cause  to  be  procured  such  a  number  of  copies 
or  models  of  these  standards  of  weight  and  measure 
(with  their  most  convenient  multiples  and  divisions) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  allow  one  model  of  each 
standaxd  to  be  lodged  with  the  derk  of  each  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  be  given  to 
each  State  and  Territozy,  to  be  disposed  of  as  its 
liCgislature  may  direct.  The  most  convenient  ma- 
terial for  those  copies  will  probably  be  copper  or 
brass,  but  the  determination  of  this  question  may 
best  be  referred  to  the  authority  which  shall  procure 
them. 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  obligation  will  be  re- 
quired to  enforce,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of  weights  and 
measures  conformed  to  the  standards  establidied  by 
law,  than  that  which  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  depend- 
ence upon  the  Government  for  their  continuance  in 
office  must  produce.  The  committee  thiiik  it  best, 
that  Congress,  after  providing  the  standards  of 
wei^ts  and  measures,  and  funushing  models  of  them 


to  eveiy  State,  should  leave  it  to  the  laws  of  tin 
several  States  to  enforce  their  use  byperscmiwho 
are  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  In  tbe 
custom-house  and  land  offices,  the  measoies  tod 
weights  may  be  provided  fh>m  the  same  fnndi,  sad 
under  the  same  authority,  which  have  been  bitberto 
employed.  The  committee  suppose  it  necessary  only 
to  provide  for  such  a  distribution  of  models  as  may 
miJce  it  easy  to  verify  the  weights  and  measoRs 
which  may  be  used  either  by  public  officers,  or  in 
private  transactions.  It  was  proposed  by  a  fonner 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  a  re- 
port made  in  Januaiy,  1819,  that  the  relations  be- 
tween the  different  standards  should  be  aoconiety 
ascertained  and  declared  in  the  law  which  should  es- 
tablish them. 

It  was  observed,  that  '*  the  determination  of  the 
proportions  between  lineal  measnres  add  measnres 
of  capacity,  and  between  both  these  and  we^ghti^ 
may  have  some  effect  in  enabling  us  to  detect,  vidi- 
out  too  difficult  a  process,  the  defects  of  measnzes  of 
capacity,  and  possibly  of  weights  in  common  use. 
For  this  purpose  it  would  perhaps  be  convenient  to 
establish,  not  merely  the  cubical  contents  of  the 
commoi^  measures  of  capacity,  but  to  fix  detezminats 
forms  for  all  these,  and  dimensions  whose  correctness 
might  be  ascertained  by  the  common  measores  of 
length."  But  the  relations  between  the  standaids 
cannot  be  ascertained  with  that  absolute  certainty 
which  should  be  exacted  in  a  law  fixing  pennsnent 
standards.  The  calculation  of  the  dimensions  of 
vessels  of  capacity  is  found,  even  by  the  most  prseti- 
cal  artists,  to  be  so  uncertain,  that  they  rely  entire- 
ly upon  the  trials  by  the  weight  of  water  iHiioh  they 
contain.  It  is  of  some  importance,  that  the  fixms 
of  measures  of  capacity,  which  are  used  in  com- 
merce, should  be  left  to  depend  upon  the  material,  or 
the  art  which  it  is  fonnd  most  convenient  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  our  country  to  employ.  And,  in  fine, 
those  relations  and  dimensions  which  it  is  useful  to 
know,  will  be  ascertained  by  philosophical  inqoiiy, 
and  published  in  books  of  easy  reference.  Indeed, 
they  have  been  so. 

The  committee  have  proposed  to  establish  bnt  ons 
standard  of  weight.  It  will  be  necessary  that  accu- 
rate models  of  the  grain  and  its  usual  multiple^ 
should  be  provided  to  verify  the  weights  which  sre 
used  for  the  precious  metals  and  for  medicine.  lh.t 
law  which  shall  establish  the  standard  pound,  may 
declare  the  grain  to  be  the  seven  thousandth  part  of 
the  pound,  as  frequent 'and  careful  ezamination  has 
shown  it  to  be. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resdutkos: 
Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  RqpressiUatwei 
of  the  UnUed  States  of  America,  in  Congress  astmbled, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
(if  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  Grreat  Britam 
shall  be  given  thereto)  to  cause  to  be  traced  on  a  rod 
of  platina,  the  yard  of  the  year  1601,  which  b  kept 
in  the  British  Exchequer;  to  caoae  to  be  made  of 
platina  a  pound,  of  the  weight  in  vacuo  of  the  Eiq^sh 
avoirdupois  pound;  and  that  he  sdso  cause  to  be 
made,  of  whatsoever  material  he  shall  deem  best  fcv 
standards  of  those  measures,  a  vessel  of  the  same  oa- 
pacity  as  the  standard  Winchester  buahel,  and  abo  a 
vessel  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  standani  wine  gsl- 
lon  of  England. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cams 
to  be  made,  for  distribution  among  the  States  and 
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TemtoriM»  and  for  the  pnrpoae  of  Terifying  the 
mi^to  and  measures  used  thereiD,  models  of  the 
jsrd,  on  which  shall  be  traced  its  divisions  of  feet 
sad  ioohes;  models  of  the  boshel,  half-bnshel,  qnar- 
ter-boshel,  or  peck,  thirty-second  part  of  a  boshel  or 
qiisrt ;  models  of  the  wine  gallon^  of  the  wine  quart 
sod  pint ;  models  of  the  pound,  half-pound,  quarter- 
pound,  of  the  nxteenth  of  a  pound  or  ounce ;  of  the 
seven  thousandth  part  of  a  pound  or  grain ;  models 
of  the  pennyweiigpt  or  twenty-four  grains,  of  the 
sornple  or  twenty  grains ;  and,  of  the  apothecaries' 
dram  or  sixty  gnuns ;  models  of  the  weight  of  twelve 
snd  a  half  pounds,  of  twenty-five  pounds,  of  fifty 
pounds^  and  of  one  hundred  pounds;  that  these 
modds  of  weight  and  measure  be  formed  with  the 
utmost  practical  exactness  from  the  weight  and 
msssores  procured  under  the  authority  of  the  fore- 
gomg  reioiution,  and  that  the  number  to  be  procured 
of  SMh  model  shall  not  exceed         . 


TuBBDAT,  March  12. 

A  new  mefmber,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  Btxphks  Yak  Bbnssxlaeb,  elected 
to  Bopply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  appeared, 
produced  hia  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Stephen  Yan  Rsnbss- 
uut,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Kew  York;  whidi  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Biemp  and  Flax  Machine, 

Mr.  BrTLBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
cnltnre.  made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition 
of  Anthony  Dey  and  Jtimes  McDonald,  praying 
lor  encouragement  by  Congress  of  their  in- 
Te&tion  for  the  breaking  and  dressing  flax 
sod  hemp,  &c.,  recommeodiog  a  reference  of 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  a  view  to  an  examination  on  the  bearing 
of  the  patent  laws ;  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was 
nfcned  the  petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James 
HcDoDald,  report :  The  petition  aUeges,  that  the  said 
McDonald,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Dey,  has  in- 
vented snd  constructed  a  new  and  useful  machine  for 
breaking  and  cleaning  of  hemp  and  flax,  in  an  unrot- 
ted  state,  and  that  we  said  Dey  has  discovered  the 
nesDs  by  which  hemp  and  flax,  titet  being  cleaned  in 
in  nnrotted  state  in  thmr  machine,  may  be  bleached 
Vy  a  process  hitherto  unknown ;  that  they  believe 
tte  method  of  dressing  hemp  and  flax  is  of  very 
ptai  importance  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
ooantiy,  and,  therefore,  ask  an  extension  of  the  ex- 
cfanvs  right  to  make,  construct,  use,  and  vend,  to 
o^koi  to  be  need,  the  said  invention  and  dlscov- 

•y. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioners,  it 
fppean  that  they  have  invented  a  machme  for  break- 
n^  sod  cleaning  hemp  and  flax,  in  au  unrotted  state, 
v^ich  is  different  in  its  principles  and  construction 
DoiB  any  machine  that  ever  has  been  used  for  that 
Fvp<'>%  and  that  the  said  Dey  has  also  discovered  a 
pneesi,  never  before  used,  for  bleaching  hemp  and 


flax  after  it  has  been  dressed  in  an  unrotted  state. 
And,  also,  it  appears  by  the  certificates  of  respectable 
gentlemen,  who  have  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
machine,  that  it  will,  by  the  power  of  one  hone,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  man  and  three  boys,  separate 
the  integument  and  wood  fh>m  the  fibrous  part  of  the 
hemp  and  flax  plants,  and  clean  the  same,  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  in  a  fraction  of  time  over  a  minute,  fit 
for  bleachiuff. 

The  petitioners  further  assure  us,  fh>m  the  opera- 
tion of  one  machine  by  horse  power,  with  the  at- 
tendance of  one  man  and  three  b<nrs,  from  1,600  to 
2,000  pounds  of  unrotted  hemp  or  fisx  may  be  clean- 
ed in  a  day,  yielding  from  400  to  500  pounds  after 
it  is  bleached ;  and  that,  by  the  addition  of  another 
machine,  which  can  be  moved  by  the  same  horse, 
with  the  addition  of  one  man  and  one  boy  more, 
from  800  to  1,000  pounds  may  be  cleaned  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  five  dollarB.  And  the  committee 
are  informed  by  Mr.  Dey  that  one  man  can  bleach 
850  pounds  of  hemp  or  flax,  after  it  has  been  cleaned 
by  then:  machine  in  a  day,  at  an  expense  of  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  oents  for  the  article  which  he 
uses  in  the  process. 

From  these  calculations,  It  appeazs  that  any  quan- 
tity of  unrotted  hemp  or  flax  taken  fh>m  the  field, 
where  it  is  raised,  may  be  broke,  cleaned,  and 
bleached,  at  a  rate  of  less  than  two  oents  per  pound, 
delivered  in  a  bleached  state ;  and,  allowing  one  cent 
per  pound  for  the  plants  as  it  oomes  from  the  field, 
the  whole  cost,  (except  for  th,e  wear  of  the  machines,) 
in  growing  this  valuable  plant,  and  breaking,  clean- 
ing, and  bleaching  it,  will  be  less  than  six  cents  per 
pound.  The  committee  are  not  infonned  what  the 
cost  of  hatchelling  or  combing  it,  (which  is  done  after 
it  is  bleached,)  and  preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer, 
would  be,  bnt  presume  it  will  not  exceed  two  oents 
per  pound.  If  the  information  the  oommittee  have 
received,  and  their  calculations,  are  correct,  either 
hemp  or  flax  may  be  raised,  dressed,  and  prepared 
for  ^e  best  manufacture,  at  an  expense  of  eight 
cents,  and  not  exceediug,  in  any  case,  ten  cents  per 
pound. 

'  By  the  experiments  of  the  petitioners,  and  others, 
it  is  found  that  flax,  dressed  and  hatchelled  in  tho 
ordinary  way,  after  it  has  been  dew-rotted,  yields 
nine  pounds  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  plant 
which  has  been  rotted,  being  sixteen  ponnds  less  than 
is  produced  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  unrotted  flax, 
cleaned  and  bleached  by  the  method  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  discovered.  But  no  experiments  have 
yet  been  made  to  determine  the  difference  in  the 
weight  of  the  plant,  before  and  after  it  is  rotted ; 
therefore,  it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  how  much 
will  be  saved,  in  quantity,  by  this  method  of  breaking 
and  cleaning  it  before  it  is  rotted.  It  cannot,  how* 
ever,  be  doubted,  that  the  oommon  process  of  rotting 
flax,  especially  by  dew,  destroys  or  injures  many  of 
its  fibres,  and,  of  course,  the  quality,  as  well  as  the 
quantity,  must  be,  in  some  degree,  diminished* 

The  committee  have  examined  the  machine,  and 
have  seen  it  operate,  and  believe  it  will  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  and  valuable  discoveries.  The 
committee  have,  also,  examined  the  hemp  and  flax 
which  has  been  bleached  in  this  new  method  and 
hatchelled,  and  find  that  the  colored  matter  and 
harshness  of  the  fibres  are  removed,  and  that  the  flax 
is  rendered  very  white,  and  as  soft  and  fine  as  silk. 
This  method  of  bleaching  hemp  and  flax,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  be  of  g^at  value  to  the  grower  and  man* 
nftotmrer  of  these  plants. 
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Considering  hemp  and  flax  among  the  mott  yalna- 
hie  plants  which  can  he  onltiyated  in  this  oonntiy, 
and  believing  there  is  an  ahnndanoe  of  soil  in  eveiy 
State  in  the  Union  which  is  well  adapted  to  their  cul- 
ture and  growth,  the  oonunittee  are  highly  pleased 
with  the  invention  and  discoveiy  of  the  petitioners. 
If  hemp  and  flax  can  he  raised  in  this  conntiy  as 
easily  and  as  cheap  as  in  anj  other,  and  these  inven- 
tions should  prove  as  valuable  as  the  committee  be- 
lieve they  maj,  the  cultivation  of  these  plants  will 
engage  uie  attention  ol  a  large  portion  of  the  agri- 
culturists, and  become  exceedingly  important  to  the 
Um'ted  Statea  It  maj  be  seen  by  the  statement  of 
the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasuiy,  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  mezvbandise  imported,  that,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  80th  of  September,  1821,  86,192  cwt. 
of  hemp,  valued  at  $510,489,  (bebg  about  $120  per 
ton ;)  hempen  goods,  of  the  value  of  $226,174;  duck 
and  sheeting,  of  the  value  of  $894,276 ;  cordage,  of 
the  value  of  $107,868 ;  and  linens,  bleached  and  un- 
bleached, of  the  value  of  $2,564,169,  were  imported 
into  this  country,  amounting  to  $4,802,963,  and  that 
the  whole  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  and  foreign 
produce  of  the  same  kind,  amounted  only  to  $822,976, 
leaving  the  value  of  $8,479,187  in  the  merchandise 
produced  from  the  hemp  and  flax  plants  to  be  con- 
sumed in  this  country. 

As  the  petitioners  desire  an  extension  of  time,  and 
further  protection  than  is  secured  by  the  patent  law 
in  its  present  form,  and  as  it  is  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  Committee  on  thje  Judicuaiy  to  report  any  re- 
vision or  amendment  of  that  law  which  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  your  committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Betolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James  McDonald,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
daiy. 

Banhrupt  Bill^  amended  »o  as  to  include  all 
'Penans^  whether  Traders,  or  riot ;  and  the 
Question  being  upon  Ordering  the  Bill  to  he 
Bfigrossed  for  a  Third  Beading, 

Mr.  BuoHANAN,  of  Pennsylyania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Before*  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
obtained  the  sanction  of  this  House,  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  bill  should  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  one  of  very  great  impor- 
tance. That  question  has,  however,  dwinuled 
into  insignificance,  compared  with  the  one  at 
present  under  consideration.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  decide  the  fate  of  a  measure  of 
awful  importance.  The  most  dreadful  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  us.  We  are  not  now  to  de- 
termine, merely,  whether  a  bankrupt  law  shall 
be  extended  to  the  trading  classes  of  the  com- 
munity; but  whether  it  shall  embrace  every 
citizen  of  this  Union,  and  spread  its  demoraliz- 
ing influence  over  the  whole  surface  of  society. 
^The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  to- 
day, makes  it  my  imperative  duty,  even  at  this 
protracted  period  of  the  debate,  to  trespass 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  of  representing  an  honest,  a 
wealthy,  and  a  respectable  agricultural  commu- 


nity. I  owe  it  to  them,  to  my  conscience,  aad 
to  my  Qod,  not  to  suffer  this  bill  to  pass,  whidi 
I  conceive  to  be  now  fraught  with  destnictiaii 
to  their  best  interests,  both  moral  and  politieil, 
without  entering  my  solemn  protest  against  its 
proyisions. 

We  haye  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  by  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  bill,  that  it 
should  be  confined  to  the  mercantile  classes. 
One  of  the  principal  arguments  urged  in  its 
favor,  by  its  eloquent  8upp<N*ters,  was,  that 
merchants,  from  die  nature  of  their  pnrsmtB^ 
were  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune 
more  than  other  men;  and  that  therefore  their 
situation  required  a  peculiar  system  of  lava 
That,  in  this  country,  their  fortunes  had  not 
only  been  exposed  to  the  dangers  commoidj 
incident  to  their  profession;  but,  that  the  com- 
mercial regulations  of  the  Gfoyemment,  tbe  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  laws,  aiiR  finally  the 
war,  had  brought  ruin  upon  thousands.  It 
was,  therefbre,  inferred,  tiiat  Congreas  were 
under  a  moral  obligation  to  pass  a  banknpt 
law  for  their  reUef. 

The  policy  of  all  the  modem  commercial  nar 
tions  in  the  world,  was  presented  before  na  for 
our  imitation.  England,  France,  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, Holland,  and  Spain,  we  had  been  told, 
each  extended  a  bankrupt  law  to  the  merchant, 
and  absolyed  him  from  the  payment  of  bis 
debts,  upon  certain  conditions.  Indeed,  a  great 
portion  of  the  argument  consisted  in  drawing  a 
line  of  distinction  between  traders  and  the  re- 
maining olasess  of  society. 

Judge  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  my  astonish- 
ment, when  to-day  I  found  those  very  gentle- 
men yoting  in  favor  of  introducing  an  amend- 
ment, extending  the  provisions  of  tliis  bill  to 
every  individufd  in  society,  who  might  a^  to 
become  its  object. 

Will  you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  fanner? 
Will  you  teach  that  vast  body  of  your  best  citi- 
zens to  disregard  the  faith  of  contracts?  Are 
you  prepared  to  sanction  a  principle  by  which 
the  whole  mass  of  society  will  be  in  danger  of 
being  demoralized,  and  it  will  be  left  to  an  cle^ 
tion  by  every  man^s  creditors,  in  which  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  in  number  and  valna 
against  the  consent  of  the  remainder,  shall 
have  the  power  of  discharging  him  from  the 
obligation  of  all  his  contracts?  Surely  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  not  prepared  to 
answer  these  questions  in  the  afSrmatvve.  ho 
nation  in  the  world,  whether  commercial  or 
agricultural,  whether  civilized  or  savage,  has 
ever  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of  ex- 
tending the  operation  of  their  bankrupt  laws 
beyond  the  class  of  traders.  Fortunately  for 
our  constituents,  we  have  not  the  power  of  do- 
ing so.  The  constitution,  correctly  expoonded, 
has  proclaimed,  "hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  bntno 
farther."  Nothing  but  a  desperate  eflbrt  to  i^ 
vive  this  expiring  bill,  could  ever  have  in^J^ 
its  friends  to  have  adopted  the  amendment  whict 
has  just  now  been  carried. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  I  can  as* 
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sure  the  Honae,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  travel 
over  the  gronnd  which  has  been  already  occn- 
pied,  or  to  repeat  the  arguments  which  have 
oeen  already  urged. 

The  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  two 
questions — ^the  one  of  constitutional  power,  the 
other  of  policy.  On  the  first,  as  the  bill  stood 
before  the  introduction  of  the  last  amendment. 
I  had  not  a  single  doubt  Much  as  I  would 
have  deprecated  the  passage  of  the  then  bill,  I 
should  have  been  infinitely  more  alarmed  if  this 
House  had  determined  that  the  enactment  of 
saoh  a  law  transcended  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
the  mgenious  arguments  of  the  gentleman  m>m 
Yirgima  had  not  created  a  doubt  in  my  mind. 
Where  doubts  before  did  exist,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Low2n>Ba,)  and  of  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
SEBfiRAiTT,)  were,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  en- 
tirely to  remove  them,  and  to  carry  conviction 
to  every  understanding. 

A  new  question  of  constitutional  power  has 
now  arisen  on  the  amendment.  The  constitu- 
tion declares  that  ^^the  Congress  shall  have 
pow^T  to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankmptcies  throughout  the  United  States." 
To  this  provision  I  am  willing  to  give  a  fcur  and 
a  liberal  construction.  Congress  have  the  pow- 
er to  dischaige  from  their  debts,  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  bill,  all  persons  upon  whom  a 
law  emanating  from  this  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, may  legitimately  act.  But  can  Congress 
make  a  law  extending  the  penalties  and  the 
privileges  of  a  bankrupt  system  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  society?  Can  they  embrace  in  its 
provisions  the  farmer,  the  clergyman,  the  phy- 
sician, or  the  lawyer?  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  seriously  contended  for  before  this  day. 

By  considering  the  meaning  of  the  term 
hankruptj  we  shall  be  able  at  once  to  solve  the 
difficulty.  In  adverting  to  its  origin,  we  find 
the  literal  signification  of  the  word  to  be  a  bro- 
ken counter ;  which,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  has 
been  applied  in  our  language  to  a  broken  mer- 
cJiant  Iq  the  conmiercial  laws  of  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  continent  of  Europe,  bankruptcy  is 
ooofined  to  merchants,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word.  The  operation  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
of  England  has  been  extended,  by  judicial  con- 
struction, somewhat  further;  and  they  now 
embrace  within  their  grasp  not  only  the  mer- 
chant, properly  so  called,  but  all  persons  who 
are  traders,  and  are  concerned  in  buying  and 
selling  any  kind  of  merchandise,  unless  they 
have  been  expressly  excepted  by  some  positive 
kgishitive  provision.  This  exposition  of  the 
law  extends  not  only  to  those  who  sell  any 
eommodlty  in  the  same  State  in  which  they  pur- 
chased it,  bat  also  to  the  manufacturer  and  the 
mechanic  who  bestow  upon  it  their  favor  and 
their  skill,  and  thus  render  it  more  valuable. 
The  bill,  as  it  formerly  stood,  confined  itself  strict- 
ly within  this  range.  Indeed,  it  was  more  circum- 
scribed as  to  the  persons  on  whom  it  would  have 
<qterated  than  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England. 


I  am  willing  then  to  expound  the  power  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject  literally.  In  con- 
struing the  constitution,  Congress  ought  not  to 
be  fettered  by  nice  technical  rules.  I  admit 
that  they  have  the  power,  whenever  they  think 
proper  to  call  it  into  exercise,  of  establishing  a 
system  of  bankruptcy  which  shall  embrace  all 
persons  who  have  ever  been  embraced,  even  by 
the  bankiTipt  laws  of  England.  Further  than 
this  they  cannot  proceed,  without  extending  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  word  hanhruptcy  as  it  has 
been  received  by  every  commercial  nation  of 
Europe,  and  violating  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution. 

In  making  this  admission,  I  am  sensible  that 
many  may  suppose  I  am  giving  a  latitude  of 
construction  to  the  instrument  which  is  not 
warranted  by  its  spirit.  The  authority  "  to  es- 
tablish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
mptcies throughout  the  United  States,^'  is  con- 
tained in  a  clause  of  the  constitution  which  im- 
mediately follows  that  ^^  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  The  pow- 
ef  over  bankruptoy  evidently  originated  from, 
and  is  closely  connected  with,  that  over  com- 
merce. This  conunerce,  which  Congress  has 
the  power  of  regulating,  is  chiefly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, conducted  by  merchants  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  principally  by  that  class 
of  them  denominated  importers.  They  are  the 
men  most  exposed  to  the  vicissitude  of  trade, 
and  on  that  account  are  more  properly  the  ob- 
jects of  such  a  law  than  people  of  any  other 
description.  It  might,  therefore,  with  much 
plausibility  be  contended  that  the  power  of 
Congress  over  bankruptcy  is  confined  to  that 
description  of  merchants. 

Another  argument,  which  would  give  addi- 
tional strength  to  this  construction,  arises  from 
the  general  spirit  of  the  federal  institutions. 
They  do  not  propose  to  embrace  the  internal 
policy  of  the  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
federal  courts  is  confined  by  the  constitution 
to  controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States,  and  between  foreigners  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  To  such  suits  the  mer- 
chants who  carry  on  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  different  States, 
are  most  generally  parties. 

The  object  which  I  have  in  view  in  using 
these  arguments,  is  not  to  prove  that  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  is  confined  to 
such  merchants ;  but  to  show  that  it  is  contrary 
to  ^e  nature  and  the  spirit  of  our  Government 
to  extend  it  to  all  classes  of  people  in  the  com- 
munity. The  bill  as  it  stood  before  the  amend- 
ment, went  quite  far  enough.  It  would  even  then 
have  brought  the  operation  of  the  law  and  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  federal  courts  into  the  bosom  of 
every  community.  The  bill,  however,  Ba  it  now 
stands,  if  it  should  pass,  will  entirely  destroy  the 
symmetry  of  our  system,  and  make  those  courts 
the  arbiters  in  almost  every  case  of  contract  to 
which  any  member  of  society,  who  thinks 
proper  to  become  a  bankrupt,  may  be  a  party. 
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It  will  at  once  be,  in  a  great  den^ee,  a  judicial 
consolidation  of  the  Union.  Tnis  was  never 
intended  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Some 
of  the  terrible  evils  which  would  flow  from  such 
a  system,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  delineate,  when 
I  come  to  speak  of  the  policy  of  its  adoption. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  House 
my  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bilL  As  it 
now  stands,  certain  classes  of  society  are  ex- 
posed to  its  adverse  operation  upon  the  commis- 
sion of  any  of  the  acts  of  bankruptcy,  described 
in  its  first  section.  Every  Id  dividual  in  the 
community,  including  those  embraced  by  the 
bill  previous  to  the  late  amendment,  may  be- 
come voluntary  bankrupts. 

It  will  be  necessary,  here,  briefly  to  inquire 
who  may  be  declared  bankrupts  against  ihe\i 
wUl.  The  adverse  operation  of  the  law  will  not 
be  confined  to  wholesale  and  retail  merchants, 
strictly  speaking,  and  to  dealers  in  exchange, 
.bankers,  brokers,  factors,  underwriters,  and 
marine  insurers.  By  the  construction  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  words  ^^  other  person, 
actually  using  the  trade  of  merchandise,  by 
buying  and  selling,  in  gross  or  by  retail,"  not 
only  every  dealer  in  any  article,  but  every  man- 
ufacturer or  mechanic  who  purchases  any  ma- 
terial, bestows  his  skill  and  labor  upon  it,  and 
sells  it  in  its  improved  state,  falls  within  the 
compulsory  branch  of  this  bilL  unless  expressly 
excepted  by  the  proviso  in  its  nrst  section.  Thus 
the  distiller  who  purchases  grain,  converts  it 
into  whiskey,  and  sells  the  whiskey,  would 
clearly  be  within  its  operation.  The  miller, 
also,  who  buys  wheat,  and  seUs  it  converted  into 
flour,  may  be  declared  a  bankrupt  against  his 
will.  These  cases  are  cited  only  as  examples  to 
illustrate  the  general  rule.  Each  individual 
member  can  imagine  many  others. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  that  which  strikes  my 
mind  as  a  radical  objection  to  the  existence  of 
this  or  any  other  adversary  bankrupt  bill  in  the 
United  States.  It  arises  from  the  nature  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  is^  one  that  exists  in  no 
other  country  on  the  globe.  It  springs  out  of 
the  best  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  it  cannot  be  removed  without  expunging 
them  from  the  instrument. 

In  what  manner  is  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankrupt  by  the  bill  now  before  the  House  ? 
On  the  petition  of  any  creditor  accompanied  by 
an  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  his  debt,  tne  circuit 
or  district  judge- of  the  United  States  is  author- 
ized to  issue  a  commission  of  bankruptcy.  Hie 
alleged  bankrupt  may,  however,  appear  before 
the  commissioners,  deny  that  he  has  committed 
any  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  demand  a  trial  by 
a  jury  of  his  country,  before  tlie  judge  who  is- 
sued the  commission.  This  is  a  right  of  which 
he  cannot  be  deprived  by  the  power  of  Congress. 
In  the  emphatic  language  of  the  constitution, 
"  he  shall  not  be  deprived  of  his  life,  his  liberty, 
or  his  property,  without  due  process  of  law." 

This  trial  before  the  circuit  or  district  judge 
may,  and  probably  will,  in  a  migority  of  cases, 
be  delayed  for  years,  before  its  final  terminal 


tion.    In  free  governments  we  cannot  more 
with  the  celerity  of  deepotism.    During  its  pen- 
dency, what  becomes  of  the  property  of  &e  al- 
leged bankrupt  ?    He  cannot  be  dispossessed  of 
it  under  the  constitution  of  the  country,  or  bj 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  nntil  the  jury  sh^ 
have  convicted  him  of  some  one  of  the  sots  of 
bankruptcy  described  in  its  first  section.   But 
although  it  cannot  be  wrested  from  him  imtal 
after  the  event  yet  the  moment  the  oominision 
issues,  he,  in  effect,  loses  all  control  over  his  es- 
tate.   The  reason  of  this  is,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  all  intermediate  dispoatioos 
made  by  the  debtor  of  his  property  are  abso- 
lutely void,  should  he  finally  be  declared  a  bank- 
rupt.   No  person,  therefore,  could,  with  safety, 
in  the  mean  time  enter  into  any  contract  with 
him,  or  purchase  any  part  of  his  estate.   From 
the  very  nature  of  an  adverse  bankrupt  system, 
this  must  necessarily  be  the  case.  K  it  were  not, 
every  man  charged  with  having  committed  an 
act  of  bankruptcy,  would  demand  a  trial  by  jmy 
before  the  district  or  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States ;  so  that  during  its  pendency  he  migbt 
have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  property 
as  he  thought  proper.    This  would  be  giving  a 
legal  sanction  to  the  very  evil  which  the  fiiends 
of  the  bill  say  it  is  chiefiy  intended  to  remedy. 
What,  then,  is  the  situation  which  the  bill 
places  every  man  witliin  its  adverse  provisions? 
Any  of  his  creditors,  or  pretended  creditors,  by 
making  an  ex  parte  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  his 
debt^  without  even  proving  by  his  own  oath,  or 
otherwise,  any  act  of  bankruptcy  agtunst  him, 
may  bring  upon  him  inevitable  and  overwhelm- 
ing destruction.    If  envy  or  malice  against  him 
rankles  in  the.soul  of  any  enemy  who  either  is  his 
creditor,  or  who  will  swear  that  he  is,  that  enemy 
may  wreak  his  vengeance  to  tlie  fall  extent  of  his 
wishes,  by  having  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  is- 
sued against  him.  The  commission  itself  would  be 
the  death  warrant  of  his  property,  notwithstand- 
ing his  property  may  have  been  sufficient  to 
discharge  his  debts,  and  he  may  have  been  gnilty 
of  no  act  of  bankruptcy.    If  he  submits  to  the 
commission,  his  credit  is  gone,  and  his  power  of 
exertion  is  at  an  end  until  he  shall  have  obtain- 
ed his  final  discharge.    If  he  does  not,  and  de- 
mands a  trial,  he  is.  during  its  pendency,  in  the 
situation  of  Tantaius  in  the  infernal  re^ona. 
Although  he  may  be  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  the  means  of  extricating  him- 
self from  his  difficulties,  he  has  not  the  power  of 
using  them.    If  he  should  be  a  merchant,  his 
counting  house  must  be  closed,  and  his  capital 
remain  idle  awaiting  the  result  of  a  tedious  law- 
suit.   If  he  be  a  farmer  who  has  carried  on  a 
distillery,  or  who  has  been  a  miUer  or  retaO  mer- 
chant, he  cannot  dispose  of  an  acre  of  his  land 
or  any  of  his  personal  property  nntil  the  con- 
troversy is  determined.    Whether  therefore  bo 
submits  to  the  commission,  or  does  not,  if  he 
be  an  honest  man  he  is  exposed  to  inevitable 
ruin.    If  he  be  a  fraudulent  debtor,  the  delay  of 
the  trial  will  afford  him  ample  time  and  oppo^ 
tunity  to  secrete  his  property,  and  place  it  be* 
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jODd  the  reach  of  bis  creditors ;  and  in  this  sit- 
uation he  will  have  the  strongest  temptation 
to  be  gniltj  of  fraud. 

The  bankrupt  law  of  England,  the  model  from 
which  the  nresent  bill  has  been  drawn,  provides 
an  efiectnflJ  remedy  for  this  evil.  It  \»  one. 
however,  which  we  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  adopt,  and,  if  we  had,  it  would  be  re- 
pugnant to  every  feeling  of  the  hearts  of  free- 
men. In  that  country  the  bare  issuing  of  the 
commission  is  itself  equivalent  to  an  execution. 
The  del>tor  is  at  once  deprived  of  the  possession 
of  all  his  property,  and  it  is  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners. Although  he  may  declare  that  he 
has  never  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
aod  petition  for  a  trial,  he  petitions  in  vain.  The 
iron  hand  of  the  law  is  upon  him,  and  no  inno- 
cence can  elude  its  grasp.  In  that  country  the 
law  declares  that  "  caveats  against  commissions 
are  not  allowed,  for  they  give  too  much  time  for 
ifrandnlent  debtor."  The  proceedings  under 
it  resemble  those  of  the  judges  in  the  infernal 
regions,  who  first  condemn  and  afterwards  hear. 
They  fu^t  deprive  a  man  of  all  his  property  by 
Tirtne  of  the  commission,  and  after  the  evil  hasi 
been  dooe,  allow  him  to  apply  to  the  Ohancellor 
to  have  it  superseded. ' 

from  the  nature  of  those  Governments  on  the 
continent  of  Enrope,  under  whose  dominion 
bankrupt  laws  prevail,  and  from  the  peculiar 
character  of  those  laws  and  of  the  commercial 
tribanals  by  whom  they  are  administered,  the 
same  evils  do  not  exist.  I  will  not  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  House  by  detailing  their  differ- 
ent proviBions. 

It  may  be  said,  that  as  the  bill  provides  that 
the  petitioning  creditor,  before  the  commission 
can  iBsue,  shaU  ^ve  bond,  to  be  taken  by  the 
dicoit  or  dbtriot  judge,  in  such  penalty  and 
with  such  surety  as  he  may  direct,  conditioned 
that  the  obligor  shall  prove  the  debtor  to  be  a 
bankrupt,  he  wUl  be  enabled  to  recover  dam- 
ages to  tne  extent  of  any  injury  which  he  may 
rnstain  in  case  the  condition  of  the  bond  should 
be  violated. 

This  remedy,  from  its  nature,  could  be  no 
compensation  for  the  injury  sustained.  To  in- 
form a  man,  after  he  had  been  arrested  in  the 
porniit  of  his  business  by  a  commission  of  bank- 
raptcy;  after  his  prospects  in  life  had  been 
basted ;  after  his  credit  had  been  destroyed ; 
and  after  he  had  been  pursued  for  years  in  a 
cooTBeof  litigation,  which  had  terminated  in 
his  tayor,  that  he  might  then  enter  upon  another 
lawsuit  and  bring  his  action  upon  the  bond, 
would  be  laughing  at  his  calamity.  This  would 
present  no  prospect  of  indemnity,  even  if  the 
obligors  should  be  solvent ;  but  from  the  igno- 
naoe  of  the  jadges,  so  far  removed  from  the 
people  as  those  of  the  United  Stntes  necessarily 
KB,  respecting  the  solvency  of  the  sureties,  and 
frooi  the  lapse  of  time  which  must  transpire  be- 
to  any  salt  could  be  sustained  upon  the  bond,  it 
voold,  in  most  instances,  be  of  little  or  no  value. 

These,  then,  would  be  the  effects  of  the  bill 
OBthe  persona  within  its  adverse  operation. 


Let  us  next  inquire  what  would  be  the  moral 
and  practical  effects  of  this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. Sho]ild  it  pass  in  its  present  shape,  I 
shudder  at  the  consequences.  How  will  it  af- 
fect the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  coun- 
try f  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  a 
district  chiefly  composed  of  farmers.  They  are 
honest,  they  are  industrious  and  they  esteem 
their  contracts  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable.  The 
word  of  most  of  them,  could  their  existence  be 
perpetuated,  binds  them  as  forcibly  as  their 
bond.  Have  they,  or  have  any  other  agricultur- 
ists, over  the  whole  range  of  this  extensive 
Union,  asked  you  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law  in 
their  favor  ?  Have  they  ever  petitioned  you  to 
discharge  them  from  the  obligation  of  their 
contracts,  which  they  feel  themselves  as  much 
bound  in  conscience  as  in  law  to  perform  ?  It  is 
certain  that  many  honest  and  respectable  men 
of  that  valuable  class  of  society  have  been  un- 
fortunate, and  I  pity  them  from  my  inmost  soul ; 
but  I  beseech  you,  spare  them  from  a  law  for 
which  they  have  never  asked,  and  which  would 
tempt  them  to  add  guUt  to  misfortune. 

What  would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  such 
a  law,  when  brought  home  to  them,  and  to 
every  other  member  of  society  ?  Once  declare 
that  contracts  shall  be  no  longer  sacred ;  that 
any  debtor,  whether  he  has  been  a  trader  or 
not,  by  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  may  have  an  election  held  by  his  creditors, 
and  if  two-thirds  of  them  in  number  or  value 
consent,  may  be  relieved  from  all  his  debts 
against  the  will  of  the  remainder;  and  yon 
make  a  direct  attack  on  the  first  principles  of 
moral  honesty  by  which  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  have  been  hitherto  directed.  Let  a  bank- 
rupt be  presented  to  the  view  of  society,  who 
has  become  wealthy  since  his  discharge,  and 
who,  after  having  ruined  a  number  of  his  credit- 
ors, shields  himself  from  the  payment  of  his  hon- 
est debts  by  his  certificate,  and  what  effects  would 
such  a  spectacle  be  calculated  to  produce  ?  Ex- 
amples of  this  nature  must  at  length  demoralize 
any  people.  The  contagion  introduced  by  the 
laws  of  the  country,  would,  for  that  very  rea- 
son, spread  like  a  pestilence,  until  honesty,  hon- 
or, and  faith,  will  at  length  be  swept  from  the 
intercourse  of  society.  Leave  the  agricultural 
interest  pure  and  uncorrupted,  and  they  will  for- 
ever form  the  basis  on  which  the  constitution 
and  liberties  of  your  country  may  safely  repose. 
Do  not,  I  beseech  yon,  teach  them  to  uiink 
lightly  of  the  solemn  obligation  of  contracts. 
lu>  Government  on  earth,  however  corrupt,  has 
ever  enacted  a  bankrupt  law  for  farmers;  it 
would  be  a  perfect  monster  in  this  country, 
where  our  institutions  depend  altogether  upon 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  pass  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ;  and,  if  we 
had,  we  never  should  do  so,  because  such  a  pro- 
vision would  spread  a  moral  taint  through  soci- 
ety which  would  corrupt  it  to  its  very  core. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  tbiff 
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restored  to  their  sober  senses.  In  the  change, 
which  was  rapid,  many  honest  and  respectable 
citizens  have  been  mined.  Among  many, 
misery  and  want  have  usurped  the  abodes  of 
happiness  and  plenty.  I  most  sincerely  deplore 
their  situation;  but,  as  legislators,  we  should 
also  have  some  compassion  on  the  community. 
Experience  has  taught  us  a  lesson  which,  I  trust, 
we  shall  never  forget — ^that  a  wild  and  extrava- 
gant spirit  of  speculation  is  one  of  the  greatest 
curses  which  can  pervade  our  country.  Do  you 
wish  again  to  arouse  it?  Do  you  wish  again  to 
witness  the  desolation  which  it  has  spread  over 
the  land,  and  which  we  are  now  slowly  repair- 
ing? Then  pass  this  bsukrupt  bill.  Inform  the 
farmer,  who  is  now  contented  and  happy,  and 
whom  experience  has  taught  the  danger  of  en- 
tering into  trade,  that  he  may  become  a  merchant 
or  a  kn^jobber ;  that  he  may  proceed  to  any 
excess  he  thinks  proper ;  that  he  need  confine 
the  extravagance  of  his  speculations  within  no 
other  limit  but  tiie  extent  of  his  credit ;  that  if, 
at  last,  he  should  be  successful,  unbounded  wealth 
will  be  his  portion — ^if  not,  the  law  will  dis- 
charge him  from  all  his  debts,  and  enable  him 
to  begin  a  new  career ;  hold  out  a  lure  to  all 
the  industrious  classes  in  society  to  abandon 
their  useful  and  honorable  pursuits,  and  enter 
into  a  speculation  of  some  kind  or  other,  by  pro- 
claiming it  as  the  law,  that,  if  they  should  prove 
unsucc^sful,  their  debts  shall  be  cancelled,  and 
they  shall  be  restored  to  their  former  situation. 
8uch  a  law  would  present  the  strongest  temp- 
tations to  a  man  in  society  to  become  indolent 
and  extravagant,  because  every  inan  in  society 
is  embraced  by  its  provisions.  In  this  respect 
it  is  as  novel  as  it  is  dangerous.  Rest  assured, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  population  require  the 
curb  more  than  the  rein.  If  you  hold  out  such 
encouragement  to  unbounded  speculation  as  this 
bill  presents,  we  shall,  before  many  years,  see  all 
the  occurrences  again  presented  before  us  which 
have  involved  the  country  in  unexampled  dis- 
tress. 

The  time  may  come,  ages  hence,  when  a 
bankrupt  law  may  become  necessary  for  the 
encouragement  of  commerce.  History  has  in- 
structed us  that  nations,  like  men,  rise,  and 
flourish,  and  decay.    At  present  our  population 

Cesses  all  the  vigor  and  enterprise  of  youth, 
stimulus  of  such  a  bill  would  drive  us  on  to 
madness.  It  would  be  putting  into  the  hands 
of  PhfiDton  the  reins  of  Uie  chariot  of  the  sun. 
The  day  will  come,  but  I  trust  it  is  now  far 
distant,  when  old  age  shall  fall  upon  us  as  a  na- 
tion— when  wealth  shall  beget  luxury  and  cor- 
ruption— ^and  when  we  shall  be  enfeebled  in  all 
our  exertions.  Then  it  may  be  necessary  to 
hold  out  extraordinary  allurements  to  commer- 
cial enterprise.  When  tJliat  day  shall  arrive ; 
when  our  country  shall  be  sinking  into  decline : 
when  her  energies  shall  be  paralyzed ;  and 
when,  perhaps,  a  new  Republic,  vigorous  as 
ours  is  at  present,  may  be  her  competitor  in 
commerce,  tnen,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  ne- 
cessary that  Congress  should  exercise  the  power 


vested  in  them  by  the  constitution,  and  pan 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Wbight  replied. 

To  put  an  end  to  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  Tatlob  remarked  that  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  call  for  the  previous  questioD,  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  96. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ksea>h,  of  YirgiDia, 
Mr.  Oambbblrng  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  for  the  previous  question  just  taken ; 
but  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  sam^- 
yeas  69,  nays  88. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  aad 
was  put,  on  reading  the  bill  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  73,  najs  99,  is 
follows : 

Ykas. — Measra.  Allen  of  Muaachnaetta,  Baldwin, 
Barber  of  CooDecticnt,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Boriand, 
Bieckenridge,  Bnrrowa,  Cambrelenff,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Gausden,  Cooke,  CoTden,  ConUin^ 
Grafts,  Cluhmaii,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dmfee^ 
Dwight.  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticnt,  Edwards  of 
PennayWania,  Euatia,  Fairolly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gof- 
ham,  Hawka,  Herrick,  Hill,  Holoombe,  Habbard, 
Jones  of  Tenneaaee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Dttla,  MoCarij, 
Milnor,  Mootgomeiy,  Moore  of  Pennaylvania,  Moon 
of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Kelson  of 
Maaiiachusetts,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Pitcher,  Poia- 
sett,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Raggles,  Bass,  Riusell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  rf 
Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Tajlor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  ^^hito, 
Whitman,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodson,  and  Wrigbt 

Nays.— -Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  BaU,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Batemts, 
Bayliea,  Blackledge,  Blur,  Brown,  Bncbanan,  Bar- 
ton, Bntler,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Gassedr, 
Chambera,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Cuthbert,  Dane, 
Dickijason,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  FloTd,  Gil- 
mer" Giat,  Groaa,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Jackaon,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  L«ft- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McNeill,  McSheny,  Mallary,  Madack, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  Sonth.  Carolina,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Orerstreet, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson,  Plnrner 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of 
MassQchnsetta,  Reidof  Georgia,  Rhea,  Ross,  Sandoi, 
Scott,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexsnder 
Smyth,  Stevenaon,  Stewart,  Swan,  Swearingen,  Tst- 
naU,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolms, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Wyck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  WiUiams  of  North  Of 
olina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WiUon,  Woodcock,  and 
Worman. 

Bo  the  biU  was  rejected.  And  then  the 
Hoase  adjourned. 


Thtjbsdat,  March  14. 
Exchange  of  Stocks. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  <« 
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the  Whole,  on  "  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  ezofaange  certain  stodcB." 

The  general  object  of  uie  bill  was  to  pay  off 
the  United  States  stocks,  bearing  six  and  seven 
per  cent  interest  at  flye  per  cenC  redeemable  at 
a  fiitore  period. 

Kr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  word  ^^  thirteen^'  in  the  7thi 
line^  the  words,  "  and  also  two  millions  of  the 
BX  per  cent  stocks  of  1820.^' 

Mr.  LowimEs  sosgested  that  it  was  probable, 
from  the  tenor  of  the  report  of  the  Seo'etary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  two  millions  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  wonld  be  redeemed 
within  no  long  time,  and  it  would  therefore  be 
inexpedient  to  continue  for  many  years  to  pay 
interest  for  the  sum  when  it  was  in  our  power 
to  redeem  the  principal ;  and  that  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  would  naturally  be  to  injure 
the  pnblio  credit,  by  carrying  with  it  the  im- 
preasion  that  the  Government  was  not  able  to 
redeem  that  portion  of  the  debt  as  soon  as  ex- 
pected. 

Mr.  TuGKSB,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  modify 
the  amendment  in  such  a  manner  as-to  leave  it 
discretionary  with  the  Executive  to  include  the 
nx  per  cent  of  1820,  or  not,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient 

This  course  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Oambre- 
uoro,  but  the  modification  was  not  then  acced- 
ed to  by  the  mover,  and  an  extensive  range  of 
debate  ensued  upon  the  original  amendment, 
which  was  supported  by  the  mover  and  Messrs. 
TsDfBLi,  Maxlabt,  Buohanah,  Ross,  and  Fab- 
siLLT,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, CoLDXN,  LowiTDES,  WooD,  GoBHAic,  and 
KnsoN,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Baldwin  finally  expressed  his  willingness 
to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  include  the  stock 
of  1820  or  not,  conformably  to  Mr.  Tuoksb^s 
propoation ;  but  before  the  question  was  deter- 
mined, the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 

Military  jSttdblithment 

Mr.  Cqokr  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  J2eMrfMd;  That  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Much,  1821, 
tondvce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
sf  the  United  States,  was  not  intended  to  authorize 
tt»  Presideiit  of  the  United  States  to  dismiss  oflScers 
^  in  senrioe,  and  introduce  others  of  the  same 
gnde  into  the  army. 

1  JU$olMd,  That  the  dismission  of  Brevet  Briga- 
wr  General  Daniel  Bissell,  Colonel  of  the  1st  regi- 
ncBtiif  mfantiy,  and  of  Joseph  L.  Smith,  Colonel  of 
^  8d  rcjgiment  of  infantry,  as  sapemumeraiy,  and 
we  cnation  of  three  new  colonels,  to  wit :  Towson, 
fCBwiek,  and  Bader,  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1821, 
^  not  anthorized  by  the  tenns  or  by  Ae  spirit  of 
Ae  set  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 
^  iZawfotti;  That  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
Ijniss  Gradsden  to  the  ofl^  of  Adjutant  General  of 
^  Uidied  States  Army,  and  the  dismission  of  Colo- 


neb  Butler  and  Jones  from  that  office,  was  not  jnsti- 
fied  hy  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

4.  iZSM/vsi,  That  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Lindsay  from  the  seventh  regiment  of  infantiy  to 
the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1821,  was  contrary  to  the  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  army  of  the  Umted  States,  and  not  au- 
thorized hy  the  terms  or  spirit  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1821. 

5.  Iteaoived,  That  it  is  tiie  duty  of  Congress,  upon 
national  principles  and  considerations,  to  protect  each 
officer  and  soldier  of  tiie  army  in  the  ei^jojrment  of 
his  legal  and  constitutional  righta 

Mr.  OooKE  thought  that  the  subject  embraced 
by  the  resolutions  was  one  which  involved  the 
interest  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  they  be  laid  on  Uie  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Walwobth  observed  tUat  the  subject 
embraced  by  the  resolutions  was  now  before  the 
Military  Committee,  and  he  believed  a  member 
of  it  was  employed  at  that  moment  in  drawing 
a  report  upon  it 

The  Speakbb  observed  that  he  thought  it 
was  proper  on  this  occasion  to  put  the  question 
of  consideration,  and  he  was  about  to  put  the 
question,  whether  the  House  would  now  con- 
sider the  resolutions ;  when 

Mr.  OooKX  inquired  by  what  rule  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
tablet 

The  Spkaxbb  referred  to  the  rule  of  the 
House,  that,  *'  when  any  motion  or  proposition 
is  made,  the  question,  'Will  the  Houfle  now 
consider  it  f '  shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  de- 
manded by  some  member,  or  is  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  Speaker" — ^and  the  question  of  con- 
sideration was  then  put,  and  carried — ^ayes  62, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  CooKX  then  renewed  his  original  motion 
that  tbe  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed ;  which  was  carried  without  a  division. 


TnxsDAT,  March  19. 

South  American  Indtpendenee. 

Mr.  RussKLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  con- 
cerning the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  made 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
number.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiurs,  to  whidi  were 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  conocming  the 
reoognition  of  the  fate  Spanish  provinces  in  America, 
and  the  documents  therewith  communicated,  having 
examined  the  same  with  the  most  profound  attention, 
unanimously  report : 

That  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  having, 
from  the  year  1810,  proceeded  in  their  revolutionaiy 
movements  without  any  obstacle  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spun,  formally  declared  their  independence 
of  that  Government  in  1816.    After  various  intestine 
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commotions  and  external  collisions,  those  provinces 
now  enjoy  domestic  tranquillity  and  good  understand- 
ing with  all  their  neighbors,  and  actually  exercise, 
without  opposition  from  within  or  the  fear  of  annoy- 
ance from  without,  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty. 
The  provinces  of  Venezuela  and  New  Granada, 
after  having,  separately,  declared  their  independence, 
sustained,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years,  a  des- 
olating war  against  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  having 
severally  attained,  by  their  triumph  over  those  ar- 
mies, the  object  for  which  they  contended,  united 
themselves,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1819,  in  one 
nation,  under  the  title  of  "the  Republic  of  Co- 
lombia.'' 

The  Republic  of  Colombia  has  now  a  well-omn- 
ized  Government,  instituted  by  the  free  will  or  its 
citizenSi  and  exercises  all  the  functions  of  sovereignty, 
fearless  alike  of  internal  and  foreign  enemies.  The 
small  remnant  of  the  numerous  armies  commissioned 
to  preserve  the  supremacy  of  the  parent  State,  is  now 
blockaded,  in  two  fortresses,  where  it  is  innoxious, 
and  where,  deprived  as  it  is,  of  hope  of  ruccor,  it 
must  soon  surrender  at  discretion ;  when  this  event 
shall  have  occurred,  there  will  not  remain  a  vestige 
of  foreign  power  in  all  that  immense  Republic,  con- 
taining between  three  and  four  millions  of  inhab- 
itants. 

The  province  of  Chili,  since  it  dechired  its  inde- 
pendence, in  the  year  1 818,  has  been  in  the  constant 
and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  sovereignty  which 
it  then  assumed. 

The  province  of  Peru,  atuated  like  Chili,  beyond 
the  Andes,  and  bordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  was 
for  a  long  time  deterred  from  making  any  effectual 
effort  for  independence,  by  the  presence  of  an  impos' 
ing  militaiy  force,  which  Spain  had  kept  up  in  that 
country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  12th  of 
June  of  the  last  year,  that  its  capital,  the  city  of  Li- 
ma, capitulated  to  an  army,  chiefly  composed  of 
troops  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  San  Martin.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  royal  troops  which  escaped  on  that  occasion  re- 
treated to  the  mountains,  but  soon  left  them  to  return 
to  the  coast,  there  to  join  the  royal  garrison  in  the 
fortress  of  Callao.  The  surrender  of  that  fortress, 
soon  after,  to  the  Americans,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  that  quarter. 

When  the  people  of  Peru  found  themselves,  by  this 
event,  free  to  express  their  will,  they  most  unequivo- 
cally expressed  in  favor  of  independence,  and  with  a 
unanimity  and  enthusiasm  which  have  nowhere  been 
excelled. 

The  revolution  in  Mexico  has  been  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  its  character  and  progress  from  the  revolu- 
tions in  the  other  Spanish  American  provinces,  and 
its  result,  in  respect  to  the  organization  of  its  internal 
government,  has,  also,  not  been  precisely  the  same. 
Independence,  however,  has  been  as  emphatically 
declared  and  as  practically  established,  since  the  2iti[i 
of  August  last,  by  the  '*  Mexican  Empire,"  as  ever  it 
has  been  by  the  Republics  of  the  Soudi;  and  her 
geographicid  situation,  her  population,  and  her  re- 
sources, eminently  qualify  her  to  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence which  ^e  has  thus  declared,  and  now  ac- 
tually enjoys. 

Such  are  the  facts  which  have  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  your  committee,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
irresistibly  prove  that  the  nations  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, Buenos  Ayres,  Peru,  and  Chili,  in  Spanish  Amer- 
ica, are  in  fact  independent. 


It  now  remuns  for  your  committee  to  examine  tits 
right  and  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States^  of  recognizing  the  independence  which  dioss 
nations  have  thus  effectnally  achieved. 

In  this  examination,  it  cannot  be  necessaij  to  b- 
quire  into  the  right  of  the  people  of  Spanish  America 
"  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  oouDectod 
them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  tho  pow- 
ers of  the  earth,  that  separate  and  equal  station  to 
which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entire 
them."  The  right  to  change  the  political  institutioDS 
of  the  State  has,  indeed,  been  exercised  equally  by 
Spain  and  by  her  colonies ;  and  for  tis  to  deny  to  ths 
people  of  Spanish  America  the  right  to  independenre, 
on  the  principles  which  alone  sanction  it  here,  wooU 
be  virtually  to  renounce  our  own. 

The  political  right  of  this  nation  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  without  ofibnding  others,  does 
not  depend  on  its  justice,  but  on  its  actual  establidi> 
ment.  To  justify  such  a  recognition,  by  ua,  it  is  ne- 
cessary only  to  show,  as  is  already  solfficiently  shown, 
that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are,  within  their 
respective  limits,  exclusively  sovereign ;  and  thus,  in 
fact,  independent  With  them,  as  with  every  oUier 
Government  possessing  and  exercising  the  power  of 
making  war,  the  United  States,  in  common  with  aB 
nations,  have  the  right  of  concerting  the  terms  of 
mutual  peace  and  intercourse. 

Who  is  the  rightftd  sovereign  of  a  country,  is  not  an 
inquiry  permitted  to  foreign  nations,  to  whom  it  is 
competent  only  to  treat  with  "•  the  powers  that  be." 

There  is  no  difference  in  opinion  on  ^s  point 
among  the  writers  on  public  law,  and  no  diversi^, 
with  respect  to  it,  in  the  practioe  of  civilixed  nations. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  cite  authority  for  a  doc- 
trine familiar  to  all  who  paid  the  slightest  attention 
to  the  subject,  nor  to  go  back,  for  its  practical  illus- 
tration, to  the  civil  wars  between  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster.  Long  since,  the  chiefs  of  those  con- 
flicting houses  alternately  triumphed  and  ruled,  and 
were  alternately  obeyed  at  home  and  recognized 
abroad,  according  as  Ihey,  successively,  exercised  die 
power,  without  demonstrating  the  right — monarchies 
have  become  commonwealths  or  republics,  and  pow- 
erful usurpers  have  been  recognized  by  foreign  na- 
tions, in  preference  to  legitimate  and  powerless  pore- 
tenderSb  Modem  history  is  replete  with  instances  in 
point.  Have  we  not,  indeed,  within  the  brief  period 
of  our  own  remembrance,  beheld  governments  vary 
their  forms,  and  change  their' rulers,  according  to  the 
prevailing  power  or  passion  of  the  moment,  and  doixtg 
so  in  virtue  of  the  principle  now  in  question,  without 
materially  and  lastingly  afifeoting  their  relations  with 
other  Governments  ?  Have  we  not  seen  the  empe- 
rors and  kings  of  yesterday  receive,  on  the  thronee 
of  exiled  sovereigns,  who  claimed  the  right  to  reign 
there,  the  friendly  embassies  of  other  powers,  with 
whom  those  exiled  sovereigns  had  sought  an  aaylom 
— and  have  we  not  seen  to-day  those  emperors  and 
kings,  thus  courted  and  recognized  yesterday,  ref%  of 
their  sceptres,  and,  from  a  mere  change  of  dicont- 
stances,  not  of  right,  treated  as  usurpers  by  their  ano- 
cessors,  who,  in  their  turn,  have  been  acknowledged 
and  caressed  by  the  same  foreigu  powers  ? 

The  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  independenoe  of 
every  member  of  the  great  politioal  family,  reqniiv 
that  each  should  be  the  exclusive  judge  olt  its  own 
internal  proceedings,  and  that  the  fact  alone  should 
be  regarded  by  foreign  nations.  '*  Even  when  civil 
war  breaks  the  bonds  of  society  and  of  govemmeajt^ 
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ar,  at  least,  suspends  their  force  and  eflbct,  it  gives 
lirih  in  the  nation  to  two  independent  parties,  who 
ngaid  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
oommon  judge."  It  is  of  necessitj,  therefore,  that 
these  two  parties  should  he  considered,  hj  foreijni 
States,  as  two  distinct  and  independent  nations.  To 
oonnder  or  treat  them  otherwise  wonld  he  to  interfere 
in  their  domestic  concerns,  to  denj  them  the  right  to 
msnsge  their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way,  and  to 
Tudate  the  ensential  attrihutes  of  their  respective  aov- 
mgaty.  For  a  nation  to  he  entitled,  in  respect  to 
foreign  States,  to  the  einoyment  of  these  attrihutes, 
**  and  to  figure  directlj  m  the  great  political  society, 
it  is  sufficient  that  it  is  really  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ;  that  is,  that  it  governs  itself  hy  its  own  au- 
thority and  laws."  The  people  of  SpanlA  America 
do,  notoriously,  so  govern  themselves,  and  the  right 
cf  the  United  States  to  recognixe  the  governments 
which  they  have  instituted  is  incontestable.  A  doubt 
of  the  expediency  of  such  a  recognition  can  he  sug- 
gested omy  by  the  apprehension  that  it  may  injuri- 
ensly  affect  our  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with 
die  nations  of  the  other  hemisphere. 
Can  such  an  apprehension  be  well  founded? 
Have  not  all  those  nations  practicaUy  sanctioned, 
within  the  last  thirty  years,  the  very  principle  on 
which  we  now  propose  to  act ;  or  have  they  ever 
complained  of  one  another,  or  of  us,  for  acting  on 
that  principle  ? 

No  nation  of  Europe,  excepting  Spain  herself,  has, 
hitherto^  opposed  force  to  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America.  Some  of  those  nations  have  not  only 
eoDstantly  maintained  oommercial  and  friendly  iuter- 
coorse  with  ihcm,  in  eveiy  stage  of  the  Bevolution, 
but  indirectly  and  efficiently,  though  not  avowedly, 
sided  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  object. 
To  these  the  acknowledgment,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  attainment  of  that  object,  must  be  satisfactoiy. 
To  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  who  have  reguded 
tibe  events  occurring  in  Spanish  America,  not  only 
vi&out  interference,  but  with  apparent  indifference, 
nch  an  acknowledgment  ought  not  to  be  offensive. 

The  nations  who  have  thus  respectively  favored, 
or  nevur  opposed,  the  Spanish  American  people  dur- 
fltf  their  active  struggle  for  independence,  cannot,  it 
is  believed,  regard  with  dissatisfaction  the  formal  re- 
oqgnxtion  of  that  independence  by  a  nation,  which, 
vmie  that  struggle  lasted,  has  religiously  observed, 
towards  both  the  oonflicting  parties,  all  the  duties  of 
Beotrslity.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  we  have  a  right,  on  this  occasion,  confidentiy  to 
expect,  from  what  these  nations  have  done  or  for- 
borne to  do^  during  the  various  fortunes  of  the  civil 
war  iriuch  has  terminated,  that  they  will  frankly  ap- 
prove the  course  of  policy  which  tiie  United  States 
nay  now  think  proper  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  suc- 
cessful party  in  that  war.  It  surely  cannot  be  rea- 
tonably  apfvehended,  that  nations  who  have  thus  been 
the  tranqml  spectators,  the  apparent  well-wishers,  if 
not  the  efficient  supporters,  of  tins  party,  and  who  have 
not  made  the  faintest  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress, 
or  to  prevent  its  success,  should  be  displeased  with  a 
tliird  pother,  for  merely  recognizing  the  Governments 
vhich,  owing  to  that  success,  have  thus  been  virtu- 
*0y  permitted,  or  impliedly  approved,  in  acquiring 
die  uadi^mted  and  exclusive  control  of  the  countries 
ia  which  they  are  established.  It  is  therefore  on  the 
wmsiitepcy  as  well  as  on  the  justice  of  these  nations 
tf  Eorope,  that  we  may  confidentiy  rely,  that  the 
■■pfe  lecognition,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
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of  the  necessary  eflbot  of  what  has  already  been 
done,  will  not  be  considered  as  a  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  them;  while  the  interested  and  im- 
mediate agents,  who  have  been  directiy  and  actively 
engaged  in  producing  that  effect,  have  neither  been 
opposed  nor  censured. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  instead  of  seriously  ap- 
prehending that  the  recognition,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America,  will  be  un* 
acceptable  to  these  nations,  are  not  without  hope 
that  they  may  practically  approve  it,  by  several^ 
adopting  a  similar  measure.  It  is  not,  indeed,  un- 
reasonable to  suppose,  that  those  Governments  have, 
like  this,  waited  only  for  the  evidence  of  facts  whidi 
miffht  not  only  suffice  to  justify  them,  under  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations,  but  to  satisfy  Spain  herself 
that  nothing  has  been  prematurely  done,  or  which 
could  justiy  offend  her  feelings,  or  be  considered  as 
inconsistent  with  her  rights.  As  their  motives  for 
not  having  hitherto  recognized  the  independraice  of 
Spanish  America,  may  thus  be  supposed  to  have 
been  analogous  to  our  own,  it  is  ponnitted  to  pre* 
sume  that  ihe  facts  and  reasons  which  have  prevail- 
ed on  us  no  longer  to  hesitate,  will,  confirmed  as 
they  are  by  our  example,  have  a  Hke  influence  on 
them. 

No  nation  can  entertain  a  more  sincere  deferenoe 
for  the  feelings  of  Spain,  or  take  a  more  lively  in- 
terest in  her  welfare,  than  the  United  States.  It  is 
to  this  deference,  too  evident  to  be  doubted  or  mis- 
understood, that  oug^t  to  he  ascribed  the  hesitation 
of  this  Government,  until  now,  to  yield  to  the  claims 
of  Spanish  America,  although  these  claims  were  in 
perfect  accordance  with  our  own  principles^  feelings, 
and  interests.  Having  thus  forborne  to  act,  even  at 
the  hazard  of  having  those  principles  and  feelings 
misunderstood  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  we  have, 
as  your  committee  believe,  g^en  at  once  satisfactoiy 
proof  of  our  disinterestedness  and  moderation;  and 
of  our  scrupulous  respect  to  the  principle  whicdi  leaves 
the  politi<Md  institutions  of  every  foreign  State  to 
be  directed  by  its  own  view  of  its  own  rights  and 
interests. 

Your  committee  have  been  particularly  anxioos  to 
show,  in  a  manner  satisfactoiy  to  Spain  herself,  that 
the  measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to 
adopt,  has  been  considered  with  the  most  respectful 
attention,  both  in  relation  to  her  rights  and  to  her 
feelings. 

It  is  not  on  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  or  on 
the  practice  of  Spain  herself  on  Uke  oocasioiis,  that 
your  committee  have  relied  for  our  justifioation  to* 
wards  her. 

The  fact  that,  for  the  last  three  years,  she  has  not 
sent  a  single  company  of  trooipt  against  her  transat- 
lantic colonies,  has  not  been  used  as  evidence  of  their 
actual  independence,  or  of  her  want  of  power  to  op- 
pose it.  This  fact,  explained  as  it  is,  by  the  public 
acts  of  Spain  herself  is  regarded  by  your  committee 
as  evidence  only  of  her  policy. 

The  last  troops  collected  at  Cadiz,  in  1819,  which 
were  destined  to  suppress  the  levolutionaiy  move- 
ments in  Spanish  America,  not  only  rejected  that  ser- 
vice but  joined  in  the  revolution,  which  has  sinoe 
proved  successful  in  Spain  itself  The  declaration  cf 
the  leaders  in  that  revolution  was,  that  *^  Spanish 
America  had  a  right  to  be  free,  and  that  Spain 
should  be  free."  Althou^^  the  constitution,  wliioh 
was  re-established  by  that  revolution,  guaranteed  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  dominionsi  yet  the  prinoiplas 
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on  which  that  oooBtitalion  was  foanded  seem  to  die- 
connteiuixice  the  emploj^ent  of  foice  for  the  aocom- 
plubment  of  that  object^  in  contempt  of  the  equal 
rights  and  declared  will  of  the  American  portion  of 
the  Spanish  people.  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment, organized  under  that  constitution,  has  nniform- 
Ij  been,  in  this  respect,  in  oonformitjto  those  princi- 
ples. Since  its  existence,  thete  has  not  been  even  a 
proposal  by  that  Grovemment  to  employ  force  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  American  provinces,  but  merely 
recommendations  of  oondliatoiy  measuxes  for  their 
pacification. 

The  answer  of  the  Cortes,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1820, 
to  the  address  of  the  King,  furnishes  oondnsiYe  proof 
of  this  policy. 

"  The  iotimate  union,**  says  this  answer,  **  of  the 
Cortes  with  your  Migesty;  the  re-establishment  of 
the  constitution ;  the  faithful  peiformanoe  of  prom- 
ises, depriving  malevolence  of  all  pretext,  vriU  facili- 
tate the  pacification  of  the  ultra  marine  provinces, 
which  are  in  a  state  of  fetation  and  dissension.  The 
Cortes,  on  its  part,  will  omit  no  opportunity  to  pro- 
pose and  adopt  measures  necessary  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  oonstitation  and  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity in  those  countries,  to  the  end  that  the  Spain 
oi  both  worlds  may  thus  form  a  single  and  happy 
femily." 

Although  the  ultra  marine  provinces  are  not  here 
encouraged  to  expect  absolute  independence,  yet  they 
are  no  longer  treated  as  vassal  colonies^  or  threatened 
with  subjugation,  but  are  actually  recognized  as 
brothers  in  the  great  constitutional  and  fi:^ee  family 
of  Spain. 

A  report  made  to  ihe  Cortes  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1821,  by  a  committee  appointed  hy  that  body,  not 
only  manifestly  corroborates  the  policy  above  stated, 
but  sufficiently  intunates  that  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America  by  Spain  herself, 
had  nearly  been  ihe  measure  recommended  by  that 
committee^ 

That  report  avers  that  *'  tranquiUi^  is  not  suffi- 
cient, even  if  it  should  extend  throughout  America, 
with  a  prospect  of  permanency.  No ;  it  faUs  short  of 
the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  humanity." 

In  speaking  of  the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis, 
it  says  that  this  measure  was  not  only  warmly  ap- 
proved by  the  committee,  but  at  first  entirely  assent- 
ed to  by  the  Ministers  with  whom  it  had  been  dis- 
cussed, and  failed  only  to  be  proposed  to  the  Cortes 
''by  these  Ministers  having,  on  account  of  peculiar 
occurrences,  suspended  their  judgment"  It  speaks 
of  this  measure  as  indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious 
resolution ;  that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and 
the  true  interests  of  the  Peninsula ;  that  from  it 
Spain  might  rei^  advantages  which  otherwise  she 
ooold  never  expect ;  and  that  the  ties  of  kindred  and 
the  uniformity  of  religion,  with  commercial  relations, 
and  those  emanatmg  from  free  institutions,  would 
be  the  surest  pledge  of  mutual  harmony  and  close 
union. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized 
to  say  positively  what  that  measure  was,  but  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their  entire  conviction 
that  no  measure  short  of  a  full  recognition  of  uncon- 
ditional independence,  could  have  deserved  the  char- 
acter, nor  been  capable  of  producing  the  effects  as- 
cribed to  it. 

It  is  therefore  sufficiently  manifest  that  Spain,  far 
fiom  wishing  to  call  into  action  her  means  of  prose- 
cuting hostilities  against  the  people  of  Spanish  Amer- 


ica, has  renounced  even  the  feelings  of  an  enemy 
towards  them,  and  but  for  **  peculiar  occaireiioes'* 
had  been  prepared  nearly  a  year  ago  to  consent  to 
their  independence. 

She  has  not  only  practically  discontinued,  and  even 
emphatically  deprecated,  the  employment  of  force  to 
restore  tranquillity  to  Spanish  America,  but  she  has 
declared  that  even  universal  and  permanent  tranqiul- 
lity  there  *'  falls  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
humanity.*' 

While  she  appeals  to  the  *'  ties  of  kindred,*  she  un- 
doubtedly feels  them ;  and  if  she  has  not  abandoned 
her  desire,  so  often  avowed,  of  mere  constitational 
union  and  equal  commercial  intercourse  with  her  for- 
mer colonies,  as  between  provinces  of  the  same  em- 
pire, a  union  and  an  intercourse  which  intervemog 
Andes  and  oceans  seem  to  render  highly  inconvenient^ 
if  not  utterly  impracticable,  she  evidentiy  refers  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desire  to  the  unawed  deliben- 
tions  and  to  the  congenial  and  kindred  feelings  of  the 
people  of  those  colonies,  and  thus  substant^y  ao- 
knowledges  their  independence. 

Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  Spain,  however,  is 
respect  to  her  former  American  colonies,  our  recogni- 
tion of  their  independence  can  neitlier  affect  her 
rights  nor  impair  her  means  in  the  aocomphahmeiit 
of  that  policy.  We  cannot  for  this  be  justiy  aocosed 
of  aiding  in  the  attainment  of  an  independence  whidi 
has  already  been  established  without  our  assistanoa. 
Besides,  our  recognition  must  necessarily  be  co-ezist- 
ent  with  the  fact  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  cannot 
survive  it  While  the  nations  of  Spanish  Ameriea 
are  actually  independent,  it  is  simply  to  qieak  the 
truth  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  so. 

Should  Spain,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principles 
and  acknowledged  interests^  renew  the  war  for  the 
conquest  of  Sonth  America,  we  shall  indeed  regret  it ; 
but  we  shall  observe,  as  we  have  done  between  the 
independent  parties,  an  honest  and  impartial  neutral- 
ity. But  on  the  other  hand  should  Spain,  faithfol  to 
her  own  gloiy  and  prosperity,  consent  that  her  oiT- 
spring  in  the  New  World  should  enjoy  the  right  of 
self-government  equally  with  their  brethren  in  the 
Old,  we  shall  sincerely  rejoice ;  and  we  shall  cherish 
with  equal  satisfaction,  and  cultivate  with  equal  at- 
siduity,  the  friendship  of  regenerated  Spain  and  of 
emancipated  America. 

Your  conmiittee,  in  Justice  to  their  own  feelings 
and  to  the  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have 
made  thia  declaration  without  disg^se;  and  they 
trust  that  the  uniform  character  and  conduct  of 
this  people  will  save  it  from  all  liability  to  miiinter* 
pretation. 

Happy  in  our  own  institutions,  we  claim  no  privi- 
lege; we  indulge  no  ambition  to  extend  them  to 
other  nations ;  we  admit  the  equal  rights  of  all  na- 
tions to  form  their  own  governments  and  to  admuuster 
their  own  internal  affiurs  as  they  may  judge  proper; 
and  however  they  may  in  these  respects  differ  from 
us,  we  do  not  on  that  account,  regard  with  the  lea 
satisfaction  their  tranquillity  and  happiness. 

Your  committee,  having  thus  considered  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them  in  all  its  aspects^  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  several  nations  of 
Spanish  America,  without  any  reference  to  the  di- 
vers!^ in  the  forms  of  their  governments ;  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  opinion,  they  respectfully  submit 
the  following  resolutions: 
Uttolvedf  That  the  House  of  Bepresentativas  ooa- 
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cor  in  the  opinion  exprened  bj  the  Prosident  in  his 
llMnge  of  the  8th  of  Match,  1822,  that  the  Ameri- 
ean  provinces  of  Spain  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  exgoyment  of  it,  ought  to 
be  reoqgniced  bj  the  United  States  as  indep^ent 
nstions. 

Hewlvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  uutmcted  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  snm, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
die  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  eflbct 
to  inch  recognition. 

Thursday,  March  21. 

Dutrict  qf  Cohimhia, 

Mr.  Eknt,  firom  the  Ck>mmittee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
9th  instant,  a  petition  of  sondry  inhabitants 
of  the  said  District,  reported  a  bill  to  enable 
the  inliabitants  of  the  District  of  Golambia  to 
form  a  frame  of  government ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.— The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Cohimbia  to  form  a  frame  of  Ooremment. 

Be  k  euaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Bepremid 
etna  of  the  United  Statee  of  America^  m  Congrete 
moMedy  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  hold  a 
CooTentioOy  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  for  their 
benefit  to  haTe  the  rights  of  self-government  extend- 
ed to  them,  so  far  as  the  same  may  constitutionally 
be  done ;  and  if  they  shall  be  of  sach  opinion,  to  form 
a  frame  of  government,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress 
for  their  approbation. 

Sec  2.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
CoQTentian  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  repiesenta- 
tives  for  the  city  of  Waahington,  and  that  part  of  the 
ooonty  of  Washington  east  of  Bock  Creek ;  of  eight 
representatives  for  the  town  of  Qeorgetown,  and  that 
|trt  of  the  county  west  of  Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine 
repreaentativefl  fiom  the  town  and  county  of  Alexan- 
tie.  The  said  representatives  to  be  free  white  tax- 
able males,  inhabitants  of  said  District,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
by  the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabitants  of  said 
Diitriet,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  on  the 
— —  day  of—  next,  under  the  supenntendenoe  of 
nch  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the  said  towns, 
sad  sahject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Sac.  8.  ^nd  6e  ii(/knUer  etioceed;  That  the  persons 
10  chosen  shall  convene,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  on  the day  of ,  and  shall 

OKigsaiae  themselves  by  the  appointment  of  a  presid- 
ing oiBeer,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  neces- 
^.  A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a 
^pMrmn,  and  their  proceedings  shall  be  commnnicat- 
od  to  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  be  by 
liim  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session. 

Monday,  March  25. 

Bevolutumary  Pennon  Bill, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Bitsee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
^  Bevolutionary  war.  | 


Mr.  ExTBS  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section :  **  and  in  all  oases  he 
shall  be  considered  unable  to  support  himself  if 
he  is  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  his 
property  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars.^' 

Mr.  ExTEs  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  two  acts  passed  by  Congress. 
The  first  was  passed  March  18,  1818,  which  was 
favorable  to  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolutionary  Army.  The  other  act  of 
Congress,  which  was  in  addition  to  the  aot  of 
1818,  was  passed  May  1,  1820,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  K,  it  had  torn  out  a  part  of  the 
bowels  of  the  act  of  1818 ;  for  it  gave  one  man 
authority  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  as  many 
men  as  he  should  please — ^and  it  had  been  bis 
pleasure  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  in  per- 
suance  of  said  act,  more  of  the  old  soldiers  tnan 
the  British,  and  their  allies,  the  Hessians  and 
Indians,  ever  slew  in  any  one  battle  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Ajid  the  striking  off  oi  the 
pension  roll,  is  the  cause  of  so  many  prayers  and 
petitions  being  presented  to  this  OoDgressfrom 
the  old  heroes — stating  that  they  were  wrong- 
fully struck  off  the  pension  roll,  and  now  beg- 
ging Congress  to  restore  them  to  said  roll  again ; 
and  I  ask  Congress,  said  Mr.  K,  what  will  yon 
do  with  these  old  worthiest  Time  is  short — ^I 
mean  it  is  short  with  the  renmant  of  that  Rev- 
olutionary Army.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  make 
a  calculation.  Many  of  that  Army,  in  the  year 
1776,  were  rising  of  sixty  years  of  age  forty- 
seven  years  ago.  That  would  make  Otis  class 
of  soldiers  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old. 
Where  are  they,  Mr.  Chairman?  They  are 
all  in  their  graves.  No  pensions  are  needed  for 
this  class  of  soldiers.  But^  sir,  generally  speak- 
ing, that  Army  were  from  the  age  of  forty-five 
to  eighteen  years  of  age.  Take  forty-five  and 
add  rorty-seven  years,  since  the  commencement 
of  that  war,  and  it  would  make  that  class 
ninety-two  years  old  at  the  present  time.  I  ask 
where  are  they  ?  They  likewise  are  all  in  their 
graves,  or  nearly  alL  Ton  will  not  have  any 
pensions  to  give  them,  or,  if  any,  but  few.  We 
will  now  speak  of  the  youngest  class,  or  nearly 
so— eighteen  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
forty-seven  since,  will  make  that  class  sixty-five. 
This  clads  is  in  die  evening  of  their  days^  and 
will  you  not  afford  them  a  little  relief?  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  was  one  of  those  American  Revolu- 
tionary rebeli,  as  the  British  were  pleased  to 
call  us,  when  we  fought  under  the  authority  of 
Uie  thirteen  colonies,  and  I  well  remember  the 
cold  and  hunger,  the  fatigue  and  slaughter  which 
that  Army  had  to  meet  with.  Tes,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  Revolutionary  Army,  under  the  con- 
federated States,  underwent  every  thing  but 
death,  in  defending  their  country  from  the  op« 
pression  and  tyranny  of  their  mother  countiy, 
and  thousands  and  thousands  of  them  were  slain 
in  that  bloody  and  awful  oonflict  These  old 
heroes  were  undoubtedly  the  bravest  men  that 
the  world  ever  produced,  ever  since  David 
fought  Goliath,  the  Lion,  and  the  Bear.  And 
how,  Mr.  Cbainnan,  were  these  worthy  soldiers 
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paid  for  the  great  services  they  had  rendered 
their  conntry?  I  answer,  they  were  paid  in 
rags,  made  into  Continental  hills,  which  hills 
represented  gold  and  silver.  But  these  hills 
were  never  redeemed,  therefore  the  soldiers 
were  never  paid  according  to  contract.  But 
these  old  heroes,  after  they  had  spent  the  glory 
of  their  days  in  defending  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  sat  down  easy  and  contented.  No 
murmuring— no  complamt  was  heard  from  them. 
No  prayers — ^no  petitions  were  presented  by 
them  to  Congress  to  give  them  pensions ;  and 
so  the  old  heroes  would  have  remained  in  their 
poverty  until  death,  had  not  the  Congress  in 
March,  1818,  of  their  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, unsolicited  by  the  indigent  soldiers,  passed 
a  generous  law,  inviting  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  were  poor  and  needy,  to  come  and  take  a 
pension  for  Hfe.  Congress  pointed  out  the  road 
for  them  to  come ;  and  what,  said  Mr.  K..  were 
the  requirements  of  Congress  in  that  bill?  I 
answer,  the  applicant  was  to  make  a  declaration 
under  oath,  before  a  United  States  judge,  or 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  State,  Territory,  or 
county,  where  the  applicant  resided,  stating  his 
reduced  circumstances,  and  need  of  his  country's 
help—the  time  he  engaged  in  the  United  States 
service — the  company,  re^ment,  and  the  line 
of  the  Army  he  served  in,  the  time  and  manner 
of  his  disdiarge  from  the  Army,  and  what 
other  proof  was  in  his  power  to  make;  and 
when  he  had  thus  sworn  under  oath  before  the 
said  Judge,  and  made  what  other  proof  he  could 
— ^if  the  Judge  was  of  the  opinion  he  had  served 
against  the  common  enemy,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act,  and  was  in  such  reduced 
circumstances  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his 
country,  the  Judge  was  to  transmit  the  testimony 
in  the  case,  and  the  proceedings  had  thereon, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  and 
if  he  was  satisfied  that  the  soldier  or  sailor 
comes  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  it  was 
his  duty  to  put  him  on  the  pension  roll.  And 
was  tlds  all  Mr.  Chairman?  No— there  was 
a  clause  in  tne  act  which  provided  that,  if  any 
applicant  gave  false  testimony  in  his  declara- 
tion, he  should  be  liable  to  indictment  for  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury.  And  now  I  ask  every 
lawyer  in  thu  Congress  the  question,  whether 
there  was  any  other  legal  way  to  have  dropped 
any  soldier  from  the  pension  roU,  except  to  first 
convict  him  of  wilful  and  corrupt  peijuiy  ?  And 
and  I  am  ftdly  persuaded  that  every  lawyer  of 
good  understanduQkg  will  Join  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  there  was  not  any  other  legal  way  to  drop 
any  off  of  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  Albxanobb,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  order 
to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  him. 
He  was  not  so  much  opposed  to  the  second, 
which  resulted  from  the  necessity  of  the  case ; 
but,  rather  than  gain  that  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  he  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  whole. 
He  must  confess  his  surprise  to  find  his  friend 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cookb)  among  the  advo- 


cates of  this  bUl,  who  had  at  all  times  evinced 
such  a  disposition  to  economize  every  depart- 
ment, and  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
means  of  the  Government.  It  was  not  so  sor- 
prising  to  find  a  support  elsewhere,  when  he  re- 
collected, at  a  former  period,  that  every  effort 
was  made  to  destroy  tne  provisions  of  the  last 
act  upon  the  subject,  which,  however  reluo- 
tantiy,  gentiemen  are  obliged  to  admit  ha?6 
been  extremely  salutary.  No  one  ever  thougbt, 
under  the  original  act,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  appropriate  three  millions  of  dollars  to  caxry 
it  into  effect.  And  no  one  can  take  upon  him- 
self to  say — ^not  even  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee—if  the  bill  passes  in  its  prcBent  shape, 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  add  five 
hundred  thousand  or  a  million  to  the  preeent 
fund  for  the  present  purpose.  These  contingea- 
cies,  like  some  others,  will  be  presented  at  a  time 
when  we  are  least  prepared  to  meet  the  d(y- 
mand,  and  will  have  to  be  put  down  under  the 
head  of  deficiendee.  And  I  do  deem  it  of  some 
consequence  to  know  what  will  be  the  probable 
estimate,  if  gentiemen  are  determined  to  entail 
this  system  upon  the  nation.  The  amount,  how- 
ever, out  of  the  question,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  in  principle. 

Gentiemen  may  call  it  by  what  name  thef 
please,  it  is  little  else  than  the  original  act  itselt 
liable  to  the  same  system  of  fraud,  perjury,  ana 
corruption,  which  have  heretofore  been  practis- 
ed upon  the  Government  For,  sir,  what  is  the 
character  of  it  ?  It  provides  that  *^  in  all  cases 
where  persons  are  stricken  from  the  pension  roll, 
and  they  are  afterwards  from  any  cause  so  re- 
duced in  circumstances  as  to  be  incapable  of 
supporting  themselves,  they  may  be  permitted 
to  come  in  and  take  advantage  of  the  act  passed 
in  1820."  And,  my  word  for  it  there  will  be 
scarcely  one  who  will  not  bring  himself  within 
the  rule ;  for  we  know  how  easy  a  matter  it  is 
for  an  individual,  if  you  prescribe  to  hun  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  required,  to  make  ont 
his  case.  It  is  in  fact  an  invitation— nay,  an 
encouragement — ^to  those  who,  with  a  proper 
share  of  industry  and  exertion,  are  capable  of 
supporting  themselves  and  family,  to  get  rid  of 
the  littie  property  which  they  have  as  an  ea- 
cumbrance,  by  putting  it  to  hazard  in  disipation 
or  any  other  way,  provided  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  done  with  a  fraudulent  intent ;  and  (as  the 
ingenuity  of  man  is  always  capable  of  the  task) 
well  knowing  that,  let  the  worst  happen,  they 
can  here  take  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act, 
by  which  they  will  be  placed  in  a  more  solvent 
condition. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be  the  case  with  aU 
of  them,  but  that  it  will  with  the  greater  part 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  notwithstand- 
ing your  oaths,  your  schedules,  and  every  thinff 
besides ;  particularly  when  we  have  been  told 
tiiat  an  individual  who  once  claimed  the  honi^ 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  it  is  presumed  stood 
well  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  felt  no 
scruples  upon  this  subject  And  witii  such  high 
examples  before  their  eyee^  is  it  at  all  wonder^ 
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that  they  who  moye  in  a  maoh  humbler  sphere 
flhonld  equallj  disregard  the  aolemnity  and  ob- 
ligation of  an  oath  ? 

I  do  not  mean  to  ^Usparage  the  claim  of  the 
Bevolationary  soldier,  bnt,  as  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Randolph)  very  properly  remarked 
on  a  fonner  occasion,  it  is  disparaged  by  the 
very  act  itself.  For  yon  know,  sir,  it  is  one 
thing  to  face  yonr  enemy,  and  another  to  tnrn 
year  back  npon  him ;  ana  no  one  will  pretend 
to  say,  that  these  are  equally  deserving  the  af- 
fections of  the  American  people. 

GenUemen  tell  us  that  the  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier is  fast  hastening  to  his  home ;  and  the  one 
-who  spoke  first  in  this  debate  (Mr.  Ketes")  un- 
dertook to  prove — what  is  rednced  to  almost 
arithmetical  certainty — thst  the  first  enllBtment 
is  fiurly  off  the  stage,  and  the  last  well  turned 
of  sixty,  and  a  few  more  days  will  light  their 
"way  to  dusty  death."  Yes,  sir,  Gbitur  et 
lahetur  is  applied  to  the  progress  of  time,  and 
I  wish  it  may  not  with  some  propriety  be  ap- 

Slied  to  the  Revolutionary  course  of  the  sol- 
iers ;  for  in  truth,  from  the  evidence  before 
us,  they  put  me  very  much  in  mind  of  the  buck- 
ram ^ntry,  who,  instead  of  diminishing,  mul- 
tiply m  a  geometrical  ratio.  The  system,  sir, 
is  wrong  in  itself;  and  the  more  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  mended,  the  worse  it  is  for  the  na- 
tion. 

!&.  MoOoT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  lost;  when  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


Tdssdat,  March  26. 

Pnjeet  of  the  French  eitisen^  Mom,  Franclieu, 
/or  the  Protection  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press. 

The  Spkaxxr  laid  before  the  House  two 
pamphlets  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him 
as  Speaker,  by  Monsieur  Franclien,  a  citizen  of 
France,  containing  a  project  for  the  protection 
of  the  Uberty  of  the  press,  which  he  desired  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Ihey  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Becolutionary  Peneion  BilL 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  aupple- 

laentary  to  the  acts  providing  for  the  relief  of 

certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 

service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolntion- 

^  azy  war,'^  was  read  the  third  time. 

And.  on  the  qnestiop,  ^' Shall  the  sidd  bill 
passP^  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  128,  nays  28. 

JSqfendittiree  on  Public  Buildinge. 

Mr.  NsLsoH,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Gom- 
Buttee  on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  BuildlDgs, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Ezpenditarei  on  the  Public 
Boildiiin  repoit:  That  it  appears  from  the  ttate- 
BMot  of  the  GommiMioDer  of  the  Pnbfic  Bnildinga, 
U  bifofe  the  committee,  that  his  diabimamenta  on 


aocoont  of  the  centre  bmlding  of  the  Capitol,  during 
the  year  1821,  were  as  follows,  via : 

For  materialB $82,209  50 

For  freight,  warfage,  drayage,  tools, 

smith's  bili,  fuel,  stationery,  Soc,     -        7,922  49 
For  compensation  to  architect,  clerk, 

and  three  persons  at  the  head  of 

carver^,  stonecutters',  and  cazpen- 

tcrs' departments  ....         8^250  00 
For  labor,  including  pay  of  five  persons 

employed  as  foremen  and  overseers  .       58,982  80 


Amount  expended  on  centre  building 

ofGapitol,inl821  ...  $102,81428 
And  there  was  expended  upon  the  Prosi. 

dent's    House,  in    the  same   year, 

thesmnof  .....  5,405  82 
For  old  Executive  offices  -  -  -  5,786  67 
For  ground  around  the  Capitol   -        -         2,017  56 


Amount  expended  on  the  public  build, 
ings  and  Capitol  square,  in  1821       -  $115,478  84 


Appropriations, 

March  8,  1821.     For  the  work  on  een. 

tre  building  of  Capitol,  in  addition  to 

unexpended  balances  of   appropri*- 

tiona  to  other  buildings  ...  $80,000  00 
Jannaiy  1,  1821.   The  unexpended  bal. 

anco  of  fonner  appropriations  for  the 

centre  building,   as  appears  by  the 

Commissionei's  letter,  of  tiie  25tii  of 

Januaiy,  1821,  was  -  .  -  -  85,664  19 
The  unexpended  balance  of  appropria. 

tions  of  the  lltii  of  April,  1820,  for 

wings  of  Capitol  and  Senate  Chamber, 

transTeired  by  act  of  8d  Maich,  1821, 

was -  998  28 

March  8,  1819.    For  oovering  the  old 

Executive  offices  with  Slate  -  .  10,000  00 
March  8,  1821.    For  covering  the  roof 

of  tiie  President's  house  with  copper  7,845  00 

March  8,  1821.    For  graduating  and 

improving    the   ground  around  the 

Capitol 2,000  00 

Amount  applicable  to  pnblio  buildings 

and  Capitol  square,  in  1821     -        .  $186,502  45 


From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be  perceived 
that^  with  the  exception  of  a  small  excess  in  the  dis- 
bursement on  Capitol  square,  the  expenditures  have 
been  kept  witiiin  the  appropriations ;  that,  on  the  1st 
Januaiy,  1822,  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  of 
i^n^riations  for  the  centre  building  and  wings  of 
the  Capitol,  of  $14,843  16,  applicable  to  the  woxk 
on  the  centre  bniiding;  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
sums  expended  upon  the  President's  house,  the  old 
Executive  offices,  and  the  ground  around  the  Capi- 
tol,  in  1821,  is  less  by  $6,685  45  than  the  amount  of 
appropriations  for  those  objects,  by  the  acts  of  the 
8d  of  March,  1819,  and  the  8d  of  March,  1821.  An 
appropriation  of  $700  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1821,  for  improvements  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in 
the  Library,  is  not  embraced  in  the  above  statement; 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  materials 
were  purchased  at  moderate  prices ;  that  the  labor 
was  procured  on  reasonable  terms;  and  that  the 
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work  has  been  ezeonted  in  a  substantial  and  work- 
manlike manner. 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelbon, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Florida  Territorial  Oovemment — Refusal  to 
Extend  "  the  Prineiplee  of  the  Constitution  " 
to  the  Territory  for  the  Protection  qf  Liberty^ 
Property^  ajuL  Religion ;  and  the  Grant  of  the 
same  Protection  under  the  Ordinance  <2/''87, 
and  the  Treaty  of  Cession* 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  Ter- 
ritorial government  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Hill  proposed  to  insert  in  the  20th  line 
of  seventh  section,  after  the  word  "  oonrt,''  the 
words  who  shall  reside  in  or  near  St.  Augustine 
and  Pensaoola,  respectively."  The  amendment 
was  supported  bj  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Seboeant  and  Moobb,  of  Alabama, 
when  the  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment 
negatived. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed  and  con- 
sidered ;  among  which  were  two  by  Mr.  San- 
ders, of  North  Carolina,  which  gave  rise  to 
some  debate,  one  of  which  was  withdrawn  by 
the  mover,  and  the  other  was  adopted.  Among 
the  gentlemen  who  proposed  or  spoke  to  amend- 
ments, were  Messrs.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
BuBTON,  Rhea,  and  many  others. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMSBT,  after  a  few  prefatory  re- 
marks,  submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  a  section 
which  it  was  proposed  to  strike  out,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

And  be  it/iarther  enacted,  That  all  the  principles  of 
ihe  United  States  Constitntion,  for  the  secniity  of 
civil  and  religpions  freedcnn,  and  for  the  security  of 
property,  and  the  saoredness  of  rights  to  things  in  ac- 
tion ;  and  all  the  prohibitions  to  legislation,  as  well 
with  respect  to  Congress  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
applicable  to  the  said  Territory,  as  paramount  acts. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  would  vote  against  striking 
out  the  section  under  consideration.  We  have, 
said  he,  lately  obtained  the  sovereignty  of 
Florida.  The  people  inhabiting  that  country 
have  not  long  been  comprehended  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  The  ninth 
[tenth]  section  of  the  bill  contains  three  great 
principles,  namely :  one  securing  the  right  of 
conscience,  one  securing  personal  liberty,  and 
another  securing  the  right  of  property.  The 
people  of  Florida  (except  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  may  have  removed  there  either 
temporarily  or  permanently)  know  little  of  our 
constitution  and  laws ;  to  these  they  are  stran- 
gers. Many  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  require  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  them  into  operation.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  covers  the  people  of  Florida,  and 
that  is  sufficient.  The  treaty  whereby  Spain 
ceded  Florida  to  the  United  States  might  as 
well  be  urged  in  this  argument  as  the  Constitu- 


tion of  the  United  States ;  for  that  treaty  fffo- 
vides  for  the  security  of  the  people  of  ilorida 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  and  pe^ 
sonal  liberty,  and  right  of  property.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  provides  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  this  Umon; 
the  treaty  with  Spain  provides  that  the  people 
of  florida  shall,  in  due  time,  be  admitted  into 
this  Union ;  but  laws  of  the  United  States, 
providing  for  such  admission,  are  neoessaiy. 
Who  has  heard  of  a  new  State  being  admitted 
into  this  Union  without  laws  of  the  United 
States  providing  for  such  admission?  This 
*'bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorisl 
government  in  Florida,"  provides  that  oertun 
laws  of  the  United  States  shall  have  fall  force 
and  effect  in  Florida.  The  reasons  urged  for 
striking  out  the  ninth  section  may,  with  eoaal 
propriety,  be  urged  for  striking  out  the  eignth 
section  of  this  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
said  laws  shall  be  in  force  and  obtain  in  Flori- 
da, because  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
ole,  aiid  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  give 
power  to  Congress  to  enact  such  laws.  That 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  shsU  ob* 
tain  and  have  full  force  and  effect  in  a  territory 
not  included  witiiin  the  bounds  and  limits  of 
the  territories  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  or 
either  of  them,  but  which  has  been  acquired 
by  treaty  from  any  foreign  power  since  tiie 
adoption  of  that  constitution,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  such  territory  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  ^e  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  eaao- 
tioned  and  confirmed  by  the  constitution  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  it  appears  neces- 
sary and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States^  that  the  sovereign  people 
shall,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
enact  laws  preparatory  to,  and  declaratory  o( 
the  admission  of  such  territory  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  rights,  &c.,  derived  from  the  con" 
stitution,  and  afterwards  to  be  admitted  a  State 
of  this  Union  on  the  same  footing  as  one  of  the 
original  States ;  the  people  of  such  new  State 
will  then  have  their  ftiU  representation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
then  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
in  full  operation  in  and  over  such  new  States  as 
it  is  in  one  of  the  original  States. 

Religious  liberty,  the  right  to  worship  the 
Eternal,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  conscience 
is  the  highest  right  a  human  being  can  pos- 
sess. The  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
with  foreign  powers,  by  which  territory  has 
been  acquired,  do  guarantee  religious  liberty^ 
the  right  to  worship  the  Eternd,  agreeably  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  to  the  people  of  that 
acquired  territory.  The  nrst  article  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
declares  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  re- 
specting an  establishment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
hibiting the  exercise  thereof— the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  guarantees  to  each  State 
a  republican  form  of  government ;  and  the  con* 
stitution  of  each  State  respectively  goarantetf 
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to  the  oitizeDS  thereof  the  freedom  of  religions 
oplnioca^  profeasions^  or  worship-— and  the  citi- 
zens are  protected  in  their  liberty  and  proper- 
ty. The  ninth  section  of  this  bill  proviaes  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Florida  shall  be  protected  in 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  exercise  of  their 
religion ;  thereby  confirming,  by  the  sovereign 
powers  of  the  United  States,  the  rights  which 
the  Florida  treaty  reserved  to  them. 

This  ninth  section,  so  far  as  it  goes,  may  be 
considered  as  a  constitntion  containing  princi- 
ples of  a  permanent  nature ;  on  which  is  bot- 
tomed, so  far  as  this  bill  provides,  the  consti- 
tntional  compact  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  the  people  of  Florida;  this  section 
declares  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  that  they 
shall  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  religion — and  it  noti- 
fies them  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  valid,  which 
shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain  them  in  the 
freedom  of  their  religions  opinions,  professions, 
or  worship. 

In  all  ages,  men  who  sincerely  worshipped 
the  Almighty,  in  any  manner  or  form,  have 
deemed  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  free- 
dom of  religious  opinions  most  sacred ;  of  this 
right  they  have  been  most  tenacious,  and  have 
suffered  persecution  of  every  kind  rather  than 
sarrender  or  give  it  up  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
others.  The  inhabitants  of  Florida  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  tenacious  of  their  religious  opin- 
ions, as  well  as  of  their  liberty  and  rights  of 
property.  They  may  have  been  informed  that 
the  Florida  treaty  provides  that  they  shall  pos- 
sess these  rights — they  may  understand  that 
they  are  to  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible  into 
this  Union,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  let  the  ninth  section  of  this  bill 
be  retained,  and  they  will  be  expressly  in- 
formed that  the  rights  enumerated  in  this  sec- 
tion are  to  them  confirmed  by  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  striking 
oat  the  lOih  section,  (of  which  Mr.  Montgox- 
xrt's  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  inserted 

a  substitute,)  and  the  motion  was  lost* 


^  Tbia  prompt  rejection  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition, 
■hows  what  the  Oongreai  of  1899  tbon^t  of  the  right  of 
ttnftoilee  to  the  ei^oymeat  of  eny  part  of  the  ConstltntloD 
of  the  United  Stetee.  The  proposition  was  to  extend,  not 
the  eoostltntioB  fenemlly,  but  the  **^ prinoipUt^  of  It,  in 
fhree  eaiimemted  cases,  to  the  territory;  and  It  was  rejected 
mftm  the  ground  that  the  **prineipU»^  of  the  constitntion 
iwivlred  laws  of  Congress  to  pnt  them  into  operation ;  and 
ala»  upon  the  groand  that  the  bill  itself  contained  the  three 
pfiaeiplea,  (as  all  territorial  bills  did  trom  the  ordinance  of 
V  down  to  the  present  time.)  The  three  principles  were: 
protection  to  liberty,  property,  and  rellgioB;  so  that  the 
only  question  between  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition  and 
the  daase  already  In  the  bill  was,  as  to  the  tennre  by  which 
tlieae  rights  should  be  held ;  whether  under  the  Constita- 
tloB  of  the  United  States,  or  under  a  law  of  (Tongress  and  the 
tnaty  of  cession.  And  the  decision  was,  that  they  should 
ba  beld  under  the  law  and  the  treaty.  Thus  a  direct  Issue 
between  oonstitntional  rights  on  one  hand,  and 


Mr.  Walkbb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  autiiorize  the  people  of  Florida  to  elect 
their  Legislative  Council.  The  question  was 
taken  and  lost — ^ayes  15. 

Mr.  Golden  colled  for  the  reading  of  a  me- 
morial of  certain  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  suppression  of  slavery  in 
Florida,  and  which  had  been  referred  to  this 
committee ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  respectively  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  amend  the  7th  line  of 
the  6th  section,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  law,"  the  words  "  which  is  now  in  force  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  passed.'' 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  MoDuf- 
FiK,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMKBT  again  submitted  the  sub- 
stitute he  had  offered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  was  again  negatived. 

No  further  amen<mient  having  been  offered, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Wbdkbsdat,  March  27. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, on  the  petition  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Alabama,  for  permission  to  tax  certain  lands ; 
and  the  said  report  was  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wasfisld  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Betolvtdy  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
appropriatinff  a  sufficient  smn  of  money  to  tompike 
the  post  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Washington  to 
FredericktowD,  in  the  State  of  Maiyland. 

the  discretion  of  Ck>ngress  on  the  other,  in  the  gOTemment 
of  this  territory,  and  decided  promptly,  and  without  debate 
(ibr  there  was  no  speech  after  that  of  Mr.  Bhea  on  either 
side,)  against  the  constitution.  It  was  t^tamonnt  to  the 
express  declaration,  "  You  thaU  hav€  Mess  principlu 
fthieh  are  in  1h€  eofuMltMon  ;  Imt  not  a$  a  amtUhtUontU 
right,  nor  eeen  as  a  grant  won  ths  eoruUtuHon,  5W  as 
a  Justice  JUnttng  from  our  disortMon,  and  at  an  obUgii' 
Hon  imposed  by  the  treaty  toAidk  tran^rred  you  to  ow 
sovereignty.'"  This  is  the  language  which  this  legtslatioa 
speaks;  and  I  defy  any  language  to  be  more  explicit— more 
to  the  point— or  more  anthoritatlTe. 

The  following  is  the  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  gnmting 
these  lights  to  the  territory,  and  other  ilghta,  eonstitnting; 
in  Ihct,  its  constitution : 

**Ssa  IOl  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That,  to  the  end 
that  the  inhabitants  may  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  the  ezerdse  oi  their  religion,  no  law  shall  ever  be 
valid  which  shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain,  the  firee- 
dom  of  religious  opinions,  professions,  or  worship.  They 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benellt  of  the  writ  of  habeas  ooipos. 
They  shall  be  bailable,  in  aU  cases,  ezoept  for  capital  of 
fences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption jpvaL 
All  fines  shall  be  moderate  and  proportioned  to  the  eflence ; 
and  excesslTe  ball  shall  not  be  required,  nor  cruel  or  unu- 
sual punishments  Inflicted.  No  eao  postfado  law,  or  law 
Impamng  the  obligation  of  contracts,  shall  ever  be  passed : 
nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  uses,  without 
just  compensation." 
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And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the 
resolution  was  negatiyed. 

Mr.  Bbid  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
resolution  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  for 
placing  a  glass  ceiling  under  the  dome  of  the 
Bepresentative  Hall,  but  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  same,  ayes  52,  noes  64. 

Mr.  Bbid  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retdvedf  That  the  eanras  lately  ooyering  the  Hall, 
be  replaced,  under  the  directiQii  of  the  Speaker. 

But  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  MoFarland.  The 
House  agreed  to  consider  the  same,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  On  the  question  of  en- 
groesinff  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
opposea  by  Messrs.  Cooks,  Alxzandbk,  and 
MoCoT,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Cook,  Steb- 
UNG,  of  New  York,  and  Moobe,  of  Alabama; 
when,  after  a  further  amendment,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Baitkin,  had  been  adopted,  the 
said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  disagreement  of  that  House  to  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  granting  certain  lots  of 
lands  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of 
Mobile,  &c. ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbboeant, 
the  House  receded  from  their  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  passed. 

CoL  TrumbuWi  Paintmgi, 

The  joint  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Blaoklbdgb,  from  the  Conmuttee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  relative  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  paintings  of  Colonel  Trumbull, 
was  called  up,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
following  substitute  was  received  in  lieu  there- 
of: 

Eetdved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  three  members,  jointly  with  sach  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  l^  the  Senate,  to  examine  and 
report  to  the  reepectiye  Houses  the  most  eli^ble  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  the  national  paintings  eze- 
cnted  by  Colonel  Tnunbnll,  under  the  authority  of 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Oovemment  of  Florida. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government  in 
Florida,  with  the  amendments  adopted  in  this 
House,  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  without  debate,  and  carried  without 
opposition.  [The  bill  has  to  go  back  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments.] 

Fugitive  8la/oe$, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 


in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shaU 
escape  to  any  other  State  or  Territory. 

No  amendment  having  been  proposed  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  the  second  was  reid, 
when 

Mr.  CoLDKiT  moved  to  strike  from  the  difb- 
ent  parts  thereof  where  they  occurred,  ^ 
words  "or  justice,"  so  .as  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  power  contained'in  that  section,  to  judges 
of  a  court  of  record.  He  contended  that  Qie 
great  powers  contemplated,  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  justices  of  the  p^boe,  who  were,  in 
rank,  the  most  inferior  officers  to  whom  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  is  confided. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  replied,  and  observed  that  he 
had  no  great  objection  to  this  specific  proposi- 
tion ;  nor  did  he  wish  to  extend  the  powers 
contemplated  by  the  bill  to  justiceeof  the 
peace,  but  contended  that  the  word  judke,  in 
the  bill,  was  used  in  its  primitive  sense.  Mr. 
W.  extended  his  remarks  to  considerable  length, 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  amendment,  bnt  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which  he 
contended  were  in  conformity  to  the  constitn- 
tion,  which  each  member  of  the  House  was 
sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Virginia,  observed  that  he 
felt  a  strong  and  peculiar  interest  in  tiie  pas^ 
sage  of  the  bill  He  thought  he  should  be 
correct  in  saying  that  the  district  he  represent- 
ed sustained  an  annual  loss  of  four  or  five 
thousand  dollars  by  runaway  slaves.  The  lav 
of  1798  was  inadequate  to  the  object  it  pro- 
posed to  effect ;  and  he  believed  a  bill  of  this 
sort  was  indispensably  necessary,  and  nrffed  a 
variety  of  reasons  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
tiie  bill. 

Mr.  CoLDBN  then  withdrew  the  amendment 
he  had  proposed,  and  moved  to  strike  out  ^o 
enacting  cUuse  to  test  the  principle  of  the  hill 
He  observed  that  no  man  would  go  fhrUier 
than  he  would  to  give  effect  to  the  constitn- 
tion,  which  all  agreed  to  denominate  sacred. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  visionary  philanthrth 
piets  who  would  contend  for  immediate  and 
universal  emancipation.    He  was  aware  that 
such  an  attempt  was  impracticable,  however 
greatiy  it  was  to  be  desired.    As  a  P^ii^Q^ 
consideration,  it  was  first  to  be  determined 
whether  this  bill  contained  any  necessary  and 
valuable  provisions  beyond  those  already  exist- 
ing, and  under  this  view  of  the  subject  he  ex- 
amined with  minuteness  the  present  laws  on 
the  subject,  and  contr%isted  them  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.    He  thought  the  latter  were 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  and 
had  a  direct  and  efficient  agency  to  promote  the 
traffic  which  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
I  tent  of  seizing  free  blacks  and  selling  them  for 
slaves.    He  contended  that  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  violate  the  principles  of  civil  li^?^^ 
merely  because  some  districts  had  sustained 
injury,  as  had  been  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moobb.) 

Mr.  Wbioht  believed  that  the  bill  was  suffi- 
ciently guarded  for  the  protection  of  civil  lib- 
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erty— ezpreased  his  devotion  to  its  oaose,  and 
to  the  principles  of  the  oonstitution,  and  his 
widli  that  the  ffentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Coldbn)  would  unite  in  guarding  the  bill  from 
enoroachments  upon  that  instrument,  if  he 
feared  it  was  about  to  be  impaired.  Mr.  W. 
r^erred  to  cases  that  had  occurred  in  Mary- 
land and  elsewhere,  which  called  imperiously 
for  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Nxlbon, 
of  Virginia,  against  the  motion,  and  by  Mr. 
Ghambb^s  in  support  of  it,  lir.  Woodoook 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress, which  was  agreed  to,  and  leave  was 
given  to  the  committee  to  sit  again. 


Thubsdat,  March  28. 
VaceifnaUo>iu 

Mr.  8d»sant,  from  the  Cbmmittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  that  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying 
the  law  of  1818,  on  the  subject  ot  vaccination, 
moved  that  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  BuBTOH  said  that  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
more  importance  than  those  not  immediately  in- 
terested believed  it  to  be.  Ten  of  our  fellow- 
orestnres,  he  said,  had  lost  their  lives — and  by 
whom  ?  By  the  act  of  a  man  who  styled  him- 
aelf  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  a  law  of 
the  United  States  had  placed  it  in  his  power  to 
do  this  irreparable  injury.  If  this  subject  was 
not  to  be  inquired  into,  what  would  be  the  im- 

Cion  on  the  public  mind?  Would  not  the 
ed  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
be  considered  a  solemn  farce,  if  the  lives  of  our 
fellow-citzeos  were  to  be  taken,  and  passed  over 
with  the  same  indifference  as  if  there  had  been 
80  many  cattle  slaughtered?  My  object,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  to  repeal  the  law,  or  pliuse  the  institu- 
tion on  a  more  respectable  footing,  and  make  the 
agent  in  some  way  responsible,  that  the  same 
aooident  may  not  again  occur.  He  further  said, 
he  believed  he  could  prove,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  any  impartial  mind,  that  the  present  agency 
was  not  only  a  nuisance,  but  a  nuisance  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  that  the  subject  shoxdd  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Meesrs.  Bubtok,  Hall,  Whipplb,  Holoombb, 
and  Dablihgtoh,  were  appointed  said  select 
committee.  ' 

8<futh  American  Oot&rnments. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Ck>m- 
mtttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belations,  recommending  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  South  American  provinces, 
and  proposing  an  appropriation  to  carry  the 
aune  into  effect 

The  resolutions  with  which  the  report  con- 
dades  are  as  follows : 

^ttdmi,  That  the  House  of  Bepmentaltfeioooear 


in  the  opimon  expreased  by  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  8th  of  M#rch,  1822,  ^at  the  American 
provinces  of  Spain,  which  have  declared  their  inde- 
pendence, and  are  in  the  enioyment  of  it,  ought  to  be 
recognized  by  the  United  States  as  independent 
nations. 

JUsolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instracted  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  effect 
to  soch  recognition. 

Mr.  Tbdcblb  said,  that  as  he  had,  some  weeks 
past,  offered  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  all  the 
South  American  Governments,  and  as  the  prop- 
osition  before  the  committee  was  in  accordance 
with  his  feelings  and  his  wishes,  it  misht  be  ex- 
pected here,  as  he  was  sure  it  would  elsewhere, 
that  he  should  say  something  on  the  occasion. 
When  he  offered  the  resolution  referred  to,  it 
was  his  intention  to  discuss  the  subject  freely 
and  at  large.  He  would  have  entered  upon  that 
discussion  with  much  zeal  be  was  sure,  but,  he 
feared,  without  much  ability.  Happily,  the 
Message  and  documents  had  siven  a  new  face  to 
the  whole  subject,  and  saved  the  people  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  expressing  an  opinion  against 
the  course  of  policy  which  their  fears  bad  pre- 
pared them  to  expect.  Had  the  President  failed 
to  reconmiend  the  recognition  of  those  Govern- 
ments, impartial  history — if  men  may  look  dimly 
into  futurity — would  have  torn  from  his  temples 
the  garland  which  a  grateM  conntrv  had  placed 
there,  as  a  reward  for  his  public  and  revolution- 
ary services.  But  he  has  not  failed.  Faithfiil 
to  the  principles  which  gave  birth  to  our  own 
revolution,  and  regardful  of  the  voice  and  wishes 
of  his  country,  he  has  recommended  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  all  the  nations  of  America.  It  was 
a  Message  of  good  tidings  to  twenty  millions  of 
freemen.  It  fills  up  the  measure  of  his  &me, 
and  now  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  with 
his  patriot  compeers,  ripe  in  age,  and  roll  of 
honor  and  renown. 

Mr.  T.  congratulated  the  President  and  the 
country,  and  tiie  friends  of  freedom  every  where^ 
upon  the  great  political  event  just  struggling 
into  birth.  The  friends  of  America,  he  said, 
are  not  called  upon  now,  as  formerly,  to  show 
that  its  Gk>vemments  are  independent.  The 
President  affirms  the  fact^  and  none  will  question 
his  veracity.  The  letters  of  Mr.  Torres  prove 
all  that  is  material  to  know,  and  the  Message 
admits  his  statements  to  be  true.  They  are 
known  to  be  so  by  all  Europe  and  America. 
Those  letters,  sidd  Mr.  T.,  do  honor  to  the  heart 
and  head  that  wrote  them.  They  equal  in  merit 
the  finest  State  papers  of  the  age.  Colombia 
may  claim  the  writer  and  the  facts  as  hers,  but 
the  papers  are  the  property  of  nations.  Free  gov- 
ernments will  preserve  them  as  invaluable  treas- 
ures. Such  a  man  is  an  ornament  to  his  country, 
as  his  country  is  an  ornament  to  others.  Everv 
thing,  he  said,  from  that  Republic  fills  us  with 
admuration.  The  valor  of  its  armies — the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people— their  devotion  to  the  cause 


298 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OF  R] 


SifvA  Awiencim  Gavemmmtt* 


[MiaoBiiaai 


of  independence,  entitle  them  to  onr  profoond 
regard.  But,  above  all  their  oonstitntion,  sim- 
ilar in  all  its  important  features  to  our  own,  is 
most  flattering  to  onr  pride,  and  most  consoling 
to  onr  hopes.  We  hare  the  best  authority  for 
believing  that  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Peru, 
are  advancing  in  the  science  of  self-government ; 
and,  although  we  know  but  litlle  of  the  internal 
affairs  of  ^zico,  yet  what  we  do  know  gives 
assurances  that  it  also  has  a  Bolivar.  Much,  it 
would  seem,  is  in  the  power  of  Iturbide.  Let 
us  hope  that  he  will  not  sacrifice  his  country  on 
the  altar  of  ambition,  and  that  Mexico,  like 
Colombia,  will  have  its  Washington. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  trouble  the 
committee  with  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Revolution ;  nor  to  array  before  tnem  the 
great  events  whidi  had  conducted  the  Spanish 
colonies  to  independence.  He  would  omit  a 
summary  of  sieges ;  ^^  of  battles  lost  and  won ;" 
of  invading  armies,  and  the  means  and  measures 
taken  to  conquer  or  expel  them ;  nor  would  he 
digress  into  statistical  estimates  or  geographical 
details,  especially  as  all  these  were  letter  known 
to  a  member  near  him,  (Mr.  Poinbxtt,  )  who,  he 
hoped,  would  assist  the  committee  with  his  in- 
formation ;  and  also  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Nelson,)  both  of  whom,  he  was  sure, 
would  be  listened  to  w^ith  much  pleasure  by  the 
House. 

One  fact,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  dear :  Allthe  SpanUh 
nations  of  America  are  free.  They  have  all 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  ^  holding  her  as 
they  do  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war, 
in  peace  friendi>."  Each  has  declared  itself  in- 
dependent, and  all  eigoy  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
ernment, under  the  guarantee  of  written  consti- 
tutions, adopted  or  preparins  for  adoption. 
Hitherto  we  have  maintainea  a  strict  neu- 
trality between  the  two  Spains.  We  shall  do 
the  same  in  future,  but  there  is  a  period  beyond 
which  nations  cannot  safely  refuse  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  each  other.  Ko  states- 
man has  asserted,  or  will  assert,  unless  he  in- 
tends to  invite  the  execrations  of  his  country, 
that  we  ought  always  to  refuse  a  recognition. 
All  agree  that  we  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
act  upon  the  subject  The  President  informs 
us  that  the  time  has  come,  and  there  ought  to 
be  but  one  opinion  about  the  manner  of  making 
the  acknowledgment.  The  respect  which  free 
€k>vernments  owe  to  themselves,  and  to  each 
other,  ought  to  decide  the  question.  It  was 
the  known  usage,  he  said,  among  crowned 
heads,  to  send  ambassadors  of  the  highest  rank 
to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the  lowest 
grades  to  republics ;  and  for  that  very  reason, 
republics  ought  to  send  ambassadors  of  the 
highest  rank  to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the 
lowest  grade  to  crowned  heads.  This  ought  to 
be  decisive,  in  extraordinary  cases  like  the  ^rea- 
ent.  He  would  not  advance  an  opinion  as  to 
the  number  of  ministers  that  ought  to  be  sent 
out,  but  he  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  in  Justice 
to  the  country,  that  ambassadors  extraoidinary 
ought  to  be  sent  to  Colombia  and  Mexico ;  and 


if  ever  the  best  talent  in  the  nation  ou^t  to  be 
selected  for  a  mission,  this  was  surely  the  oo- 
casion.  If  a  free  people  ought  at  any  period 
to  appear  in  all  their  weight  of  character  and 
talent,  arrayed  in  all  the  pride  of  plain  republi- 
can simplicity,  this  was  the  time.  He  wis 
much  mistake]}  if  the  country  would  tolerate 
any  selection,  made  from  among  citizens  of  eeo- 
ond  rate  capacity. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  nations  of  America  had  suf- 
fered more  from  the  severity  of  commercial  in- 
terdictions and  colonial  monopoly,  than  thej 
had  from  the  cruelty  of  arbitrary  powei^-^bat 
commercial  vassalage  had  been  more  oppres- 
sive to  them  than  political  dependence;  and 
that  they  are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  trade  as  they  are  of  free  gov- 
emment — ^that  the  radical  change  made  in  their 
political  condition  would  neoessiarily  be  attend- 
ed with  a  corresponding  change  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourse  and  maritime  relationfr- 
that  their  case,  in  all  its  aspects,  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  terminate 
in  similar  results — ^that  the  entire  emancipation 
of  tJie  new  from  the  old  continent  ooold  onlj 
be  effected  by  two  great  revolutions :  the  one 
political,  the  other  commercial — ^that  both  bad 
commenced  in  the  United  States  under  the 
most  favorable  auspices,  and  were  progresong 
southward  in  the  *^  full  tide  of  successful  expe^ 
iment" — ^that  these  revolutions  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  *^  wide-spread  range*'  of  moral  ^dfo^ 
mation — ^tJiat  the  new  hemisphere  had  produced 
a  new  catalogue  of  civil  maxims — a  new  familj 
of  political  institutions — a  new  code  of  com- 
mercial regulations — ^that  all  civilized  nstiops 
were  under  the  dominion  of  two  great  social 
systems,  differing  widely  from  each  other— that 
one  was  established  in  the  Occidental  the  oth- 
er in  the  Oriental  world — ^that  the  spirit  of  the 
age  was  against  the  European  system-^at  the 
American  system  had  invaded  Europe,  and 
spread  alarm  and  consternation  everywhere 
among  its  kings  and  emperors — ^that  a  coalition 
of  crowned  heads  was  created  to  oppose  it,  and 
two  millions  of  armed  men  embodied  to  expel 
it  from  that  continent.  And  what,  said  he,  are 
these  systems?  What  is  the  American  sjs- 
tem?  Why  is  it  that  it  agitates  two  worlds? 
Why  should  kings  shudder  at  it,  while  their 
subjects  bid  it  welcome?  Of  what  is  it  com- 
posed? What  is  the  element  that  thus,  what 
xmresisted,  operates  unseen,  but,  when  opposed, 
launches  its  thunderbolts  at  diadems,  and  shakes 
the  nations  like  an  earthquake?  It  has  two 
aspects,  two  essential  principles— one  politicly 
the  other  commercial.  The  first  is  known  and 
distinguished  by  written  constitutions,  repre- 
sentative government,  religious  toleration,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  of  speech,  and  of  the  presi 
The  second,  by  sailors'  rights,  free  trade,  and 
freedom  of  the  seas.  Contrast  it  with  the  Euro- 
pean system.  The  political  character  of  that 
system  is  aristocracy,  monarchy,  imperial  goT- 
ernment,  arbitrary  power,  passive  obedienc^ 
and  unconditional  submission.    Its  commercial 
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character  is  prohibition,  restriction,  interdic- 
tion, impressment,  colonial  monopoly,  and  mar- 
itime domination.  These  systems,  said  be,  are 
the  antipodes  of  each  other.  Tbej  are  sworn 
enemies,  and  cannot  harmonize. 

The  American  system  is  free  government  and 
f^^ee  trade ;  monarchy  and  monopoly  is  that  of 
Europe.  But  the  Enropean  system  is  artificial, 
and  will  perish  with  the  spnrions  caoses  that 
produced  it.  The  American  system  is  natural, 
and,  therefore,  durable — ^natural,  because  it 
springs  from  public  opinion — from  the  embodied 
will  of  nations  acting  freely  for  themselves; 
durable,  beeause  it  reposes  upon  written  consti- 
tutions. Its  first  appearance  struck  the  de^ts 
with  dismay.  Our  Revolution  gave  it  haih. 
Its  nativity  was  cast  among  these  States.  It 
grows  with  their  growth,  and  strengthens  with 
uieir  strength,  flie  impulse  of  the  age  accel- 
erates its  motion.  Nothing  can  impede  its 
march,  because  it  moves  in  Sie  mi^es^  of  na- 
tional opinion,  and  public  opinion  is  a  power 
that  cannot  be  resisted.  From  every  zone  .we 
hear  of  Congresses,  elected  by  the  people,  as- 
sembled and  assembling  to  establidi  written 
oonstitutions.  Tlie  system  epreads  like  light — 
its  rays  fall  everywhere,  llie  nations  hail  it 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace  and  happiness.  They 
act  wisely  in  laboring  to  adopt  it,  seeing  that 
the  people  of  this  IJmon  have  prospered  under 
it  beyond  all  former  parallel.  He.  said  that  the 
tendency  of  the  American  system  was  manifest 
to  every  statesman.  That  its  political  progress 
and  extension  could  be  seen  by  every  observer, 
and  time  would  develop  its  maritime  results. 
A  single  instance  woxdd  explain  its  commercial 
operation.  The  continent  is  free ;  not  so,  the 
Islands.  Europe,  as  to  them,  will  continue  its 
system  of  colonial  monopolv — ^its  system  of  in- 
terdictions, prohibitions,  and  restrictions.  These 
will  act  and  re-act  upon  all  the  Americas,  but 
more  especially  upon  Oolombia,  Mexico,  and 
the  United  States.  Those  powers  will  retali- 
ate, and  unite  in  their  retaliation.  The  com- 
mon injury  will  find  a  common  remedy.  They 
wOl  adopt  the  counter-check  of  navigation  laws, 
and,  by  simultaneously  protecting  regulations, 
ezdnde  all  foreign  tonnage  from  their  ports  and 
harbors.  A  blow  like  that,  he  said,  would  be 
deoislTe.  It  would  forever  prostrate  the  colo- 
nial system,  and  open  a  free  trade  to  all  the 
TJiiHg  The  measure,  when  adopted,  would 
finish  the  commercial  revolution.  It  would 
sabvert  the  whole  system  of  maritime  domina- 
tion, and  restore  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  And 
tims  the  Americas,  by  the  reaction  of  internal 
laws  and  regulations,  weU  concerted  and  well 
directed,  may  enforce  their  system  of  free 
trade.  Thus,  without  the  waste  of  blood  or 
trsasore,  they  may  sustain  the  general  system, 
and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  con- 
tinent. Hitherto,  he  said,  the  American  sys- 
tem of  free  trade  had  been  struggling,  single- 
haaded,  with  the  European  system  of  colonial 
monopoly,  and  had  mainteined  itself  against 
tha  fearftil  odda.    Hereafter,  all  the  Americas 


will  co-operate.  The  subject  ought  to  have 
their  prompt  attention.  It  required  a  careful 
examination,  because  the  course  of  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  them  would  settie,  finally  and  for- 
ever, whetiier  the  American  system  shall  pre- 
vail, or  that  of  Europe  triumph  over  it. 

Mr.  T.  was  anxious  to  show,  for  various  rea- 
sons, that  the  great  interests  oi  the  West  India 
Islands  were  in  unison  with  the  interests  of  the 
continent,  and  for  that  purpose  went  at  some 
length  into  an  explanation  of  their  present  con- 
dition, and  their  future  prospects.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  they  would  soon  throw  off  the 
yoke  of  Europe,  and  declare  their  independ- 
ence. Perhaps  they  would  form  a  league,  and 
Cuba,  in  that  event,  would  be  the  head.  Per- 
haps they  would  claim  a  guarantee,  and  become 
dependencies  of  the  American  nations.  In  any 
event,  he  said,  they  would  adopt  the  American 
system,  because  their  interests  are  all  Ameri- 
can, and  tiieir  moral  feelings  and  social  habito 
are  acclimating  themselves,  and  every  day  be- 
coming anti-European. 

K,  said  he,  we  consider  this  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  ourselves,  and  our  relations,  foreign  and 
domestic,  we  shall  find  no  solid  reasons  for  de- 
lay. If  we  consult  the  great  political  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  Amencas,  we  shall  find 
inducements  to  hasten  the  acknowledgment. 
It  IB  agreed,  he  said,  that  those  nations  are  able 
to  maintain  their  independence.  That  their 
means  of  defence  are  superior  to  any  armament 
with  which  the  mother  country  can  assail 
them.  That  they  exerciBe  all  the  various  pow- 
ers of  self-government,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial ;  the  powers  of  peace  and  war ;  of 
protection  and  defence.  That  they  make  and 
administer  domestic  laws,  and  regulate  all  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  nations,  and  enforce 
these  regulations.  In  this  situation  we  must 
either  recognize  them  as  free  and  independent, 
or  put  them  in  abeyance,  by  a  denial  of  their 
rights,  and  thereby  incur  all  the  ii\juries  which 
might  justiy  be  inflicted  on  our  commerce  with 
them.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  another  to 
do  itself  a  voluntory  injury — ^the  laws  of  neu- 
trality do  not  involve  such  dangerous  and  oner- 
ous consequences-^Govemments,  like  men,  owe 
duties  to  each  other,  and  a  failure  to  perform 
them  is  often  punished  by  national  compunc- 
tion, and  forfeiture  of  reputetion.  The  first 
duty  of  one  people  to  another  is  to  declare  who 
sludl  be  respected  as  members  of  the  great  fam- 
ily of  nations-— the  power  and  the  right  to  do 
so,  exists  in  every  government,  no  matter  what 
may  be  its  form.  There  is  no  other  mode,  save 
that  of  military  force,  by  which  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  nations  can  be  kept  in  preserva- 
tion. And  shall  the  people  of  this  continent 
forego  the  advantages  of  free  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse, to  indulge  the  mother  country  in  her 
love  of  dominion?  Shall  we,  as  a  nation,  stifle 
all  our  sympathies  in  favor  of  free  govern- 
ments, to  gratify  the  vain-glorious  pride  of 
Spain?  If  we  do,  we  shall  betray  the  rights 
and  interests  of  republics.    Heaven,  in  giving 
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freedom  to  ns  first,  made  it  our  primal  eldest 
duty  to  go  forth  first,  and  acknowledge  it  in 
others.  Honor  and  duty  call  alike  upon  ns  to 
perform  the  rightful  obligation.  The  same 
rrovidence  that  gave  ns  sncoor  in  the  perils  of 
our  Bevolntionarj  struggle,  is  conducting  the 
other  nations  of  America,  through  bloody  wars, 
to  peace  and  independence.  Chir  approbation 
may  inspire  them  with  fresh  confidence,  and 
stimulate  their  love  of  liberty.  If  there  are 
any  who  have  fears  that  the  proposed  acknowl- 
edgment will  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  let 
them  remember  that  Cuba  is  a  hostage  for  her 
peace.  The  moment  she  fires  a  gun  at  us,  we 
shall  occupy  that  island,  and  her  dominion  over 
it  wiU  cease  forever.  And  England,  in  aiding 
Spain,  would  only  hasten  the  downfall  of  her 
fiavorite  colonial  system — a  coalition  between 
Colombia,  Mexico,  and  the  United  States,  would 
convince  her  of  her  folly.  It  would  be  better 
for  us  if  our  statesmen  would  look  less  east- 
ward, and  more  southward  than  they  do  at 
present. 

Some  statesmen  hold,  he  said,  that  nations, 
whose  political  principles  and  opinions  have 
been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism,  must 
undergo  long  periods  of  probationary  prepara- 
tion, before  they  can  be  qualified  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  self-government.  This  is  but  a  modi- 
fication of  the  exploded  maxim,  *^  that  the  peo- 
ple know  not  how  to  govern," — that  kings 
must  save  them  from  their  worst  enemies, 
themselves.  Such  opinions,  if  true,  form  no 
argument  against  the  policy  or  justice  of  ac- 
knowledging the  nations  of  America.  If  true, 
in  former  ages,  and  on  the  old  continent,  they 
are  more  than  doubtfid  in  modem  times,  and  in 
the  new  hemisphere.     The  fact  is,  that  the 

Present  and  past  ages  are  alike  in  nothing, 
'he  whole  civilized  world  is  under  the  domin- 
ion of  a  different  mind.  Men  and  nations  are 
shaking  off  their  mental  imbecilities,  and  pre- 
paring themselves  to  regulate  their  own  affairs. 
It  was  necessary  that  moral  regeneration  should 
precede  political  reform ;  and  thus  it  has  hap- 
pened. A  great  moral  revolution  has  occurred, 
and  is  occurring.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  busy 
— reformation  is  everywhere  at  work,  and  upon 
all  subjects.  We  see  the  beginning,  not  the 
end  of  revolutions.  No  statesman,  no  nation, 
should  mistake  the  character  and  fashion  of  the 
times.  Every  thing,  in  fifty  years,  has  changed, 
and  every  thing  is  changing.  ^^  Nothing  of  tiie 
future  will  resemble  what  is  past."  We  live 
in  the  crisis  of  all  ages.  The  whole  civilized 
world  is  laboring  in  a  crisis — ^a  great  moral  cri- 
sis— ^a  great  political  crisis — ^a  great  commercial 
crisis.  Nations  have  changed  their  moral  char- 
acters, and  political  opinions  and  Governments 
must  change  their  form  and  purpose.  Former- 
ly, the  sword  was  umpire  of  the  world ;  and 
then  the  maxim  grew,  that  nations  were  inca- 
pable of  self-command.  Now,  public  opinion 
IS  the  great  chancellor  of  nations.  All  tongues 
and  kindreds  own  its  jurisdiction,  and  Mugs 
and  subjects  are  submissive  to  its  rule;  none 


dare  oppose  its  high  authority — ^none  with  im- 
punity resist  its  just  decrees.  Wars  were  fought 
formerly,  for  families,  and  dynasties;  for  the 
rights  of  thrones,  and  prerogatives  of  crowna; 
and  then,  the  people  were  assuredly  their  own 
worst  enemies.     Now,  men  fight  for  writtm 
constitutions ;  for  the  rights  of  man  and  pm- 
rogatives  of  nations;   and  fighting,  lean  to 
govern  for  themselves.   The  contest  now  is  not 
between  dynasties  and  diadems,  but  between 
creeds,  and  principles,  and  institutions.    Kar 
tions  formerly  had  no  volition ;  kings  thoiigiit 
and  acted  for  them,  rudely  pretending  uit 
their  subjects  had  no  capacity  for  afito  of 
State.    But  now,  the  will  of  nations  has  sp- 
premacy  of  rank,  and  speaks  by  dd^tioa  in 
assembled  Congresses;  and  now,  we  mid  wan 
talent — more  patriotic  feeling — more  public  vff* 
tae — more  every  thing,  that  strengthens  nd 
improves  the  social  system.    Time  was,  whet 
kings  held  power  by  arrogation^  and  used  it  at 
their  pleasure  and  discretion;   and  then  ^ 
people  were  denounced  as  ^^a  many-headed 
monster."    The  people  now  reclaim  all  power 
as  inherent  in  themselves,  and  delegate  it  only 
as  a  trust;  and  now  nations  are  more  peacefii], 
more  prosperous,  more  happy,  and  more  jmt) 
than  formerly.     History  speaks  only  ofaSi' 
ances,  or  wars,  between  contemporary  despots 
— ^now,  nothing  is  talked  of  but  Oongresses,  and 
Oonstitutiono,  and  Representative  GovemmentB; 
and  do  we  find  things  changing  for  the  wonet 
The  spirit  of  the  age  is,  peace  and  moderajioii. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  free  government  and  writta 
constitutions.    Its  conservative  principles  are— 
wide-spread  knowledge,  equality  of  rights,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  and  frequent  and  free  dee- 
tions.    The  spirit  of  past  ages  was  war  asd 
domination.    The  trade  of  man^  of  all  the  aoaa 
of  men,  was  war — from  the  first  conqueror 
down  to  '76.    It  was  the  stonn  of  empires.  It 
raged  unspent  and  unabated.    It  swept  along 
the  field  of  time,  and  all  was  desolation  that 
was  left    It  had  no  limits  but  the  maiffn.  of 
the  world.    Its  stream  of  blood  flowed  on  from 
age  to  age ;  its  sources,  Hke  the  Nile,  unknown, 
lost  in  the  desert  of  forgotten  years;  but  stiDi 
the  stream  rolled  on,  increasing  with  a  tfaoa- 
sand  tributary  torrents,  and  spreading  far  and 
wide  its  overwhelming  floods.    Such  was  the 
history,  he  said,  of  past  times,  and  of  the  ddea 
world.    Our  contanent,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
chosen  land  of  liberty — ^vineyard  of  the  God  of 
peace ;  and  we,  its  husbandmen,  selected  by  the 
unseen  will  of  Providence  to  till  the  soil,  and 
feed  the  famished  nations  with  the  food  of  in* 
dependence.    Let  us  perform  the  sacred  trost 
impartially.    It  is  our  duty,  as  a  free  people^ 
not  to  sanction,  but  refute  the  heresies  that  nar 
tions  are  incapable  of  managing  their  own  oon- 
oems.     They  have  disabused  themseives  hj 
illustrious  examples,  and  we  should  be  carefm 
not  to  weaken  their  effect. 

It  was  the  will  of  Providence,  he  said,  that 
this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of  snocesa^ 
revolutions— of  moral,  and  political,  and  com* 
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merdal  revolntioiis — the  theatre  of  man's  polit- 
kal  regeneration — ^the  hemisphere  in  which 
nations  shonld  he  reinstated  in  their  rights,  and 
reinvested  of  their  ^*  long-lost  lihertj.''  On 
the  4th  of  Jolj,  1776,  the  Oonfress  of  the  thir- 
teen States  declared  their  independence.  On 
this  daj,  r28th  March,  1822,)  the  assemhled 
Congress  of  the  Union  will  announce  the  inde- 
pendence of  all  the  nations  of  America.  These 
are  glorious  epochs.  Let  history  commemorate 
them  as  co-essential  in  the  works  of  reforma- 
tion. Freemen  are  this  day  called  upon  to  fra- 
ternize with  freemen;  nations  to  fraternize 
with  nations.  All  the  Americas  are  summoned 
to  emhraoe  as  friends  and  equals,  and  make  a 
lasting  covenant  of  peace.  It  is  not  the  flight 
<tf  a  false  prophet,  or  the  foundation  of  a  city; 
the  birthday  of  a  petty  chieftain,  or  an  heir- 
apparentw  that  we  are  assembled  here  to  cele 
brate.  No;  a  continent  has disenchained  itself, 
and  stands  unfettered  and  erect  It  is  the 
birthday  of  a  hemisphere  redeemed.  It  is  the 
Jubilee  of  nations.    Let  the  world  rejoice. 

If  experience  and  long-suffering  can  create 
the  fSacnlties  of  self-goyemment,  then  the  peo- 
ple of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  and 
control  their  own  affairs.  For  three  long  cen- 
turies they  ^^ clanked  tibte  chains"  of  lawless 
power ;  for  three  long  lingerinflr  ages  they  felt 
the  '^keen  lash"  and  galling  ydce  of  despotism 
— each  generation  leaving  its  manacles  to  pos- 
terity as  their  only  heritage.  Oontinued  ago- 
niea  had  worn  away  the  memory  of  better 
times.  The  light  of  hope  had  left  the  Children 
of  the  Sun,  and  dark  despair,  like  soporific 
drags,  had  stnpefied  the  powers  of  will  and 
fiMTuties  of  life.    They  slept  to  mitigate  their 

Sin;  for  nations  sleep  and  never  die.  But  the 
y  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  abroad  in  the  sky.  It  callecL 
and  the  slumbering  nations  awoke.  It  breathed 
the  electric  fire  of  freedom  on  the  air,  and  a 
whole  continent  ran  simultaneously  to  armsl 
One  great,  one  godlike  purpose  animated  all — 
it  was  death  or  independence!  like  us,  they 
hedged  their  Uvea,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sa- 
cred honor,  to  live  as  freemen,  or  die  in  its  de- 
ftDoe.  They  foufht  from  field  to  field.  A 
thotnasmd  bi^es  left  tiie  cause  in  doubt ;  a 
tlKmsand  passions  nungled  in  the  fray;  and  all 
that  history  has  told  of  savage  cruelty,  fero- 
cums  vengeance,  rapine,  plunder,  treachery, 
oold'blooded  massacre,  and  every  violence  and 
every  crime  that  shocks  humanity,  was  perpe- 
trated over  and  over  asain  upon  idl  ases,  sexes, 
and  eonditions.  But  the  God  of  Battlee  fought 
on  fr«edom^s  side,  and,  sickening  at  the  scene  of 
eamsge  and  of  desolation,  and  hastening  to  end  it, 
he  took  a  BoUoa/r  and  cans&orated  him  a  Watihr 
imgton^  and  putting  id  his  hand  a  flaming  sword, 
eomxnanded  him  to  go  forth  to  the  uttermost 
sods  of  the  continent  conquering  and  to  con- 
cpier,  until  oppression  should  surcease,  and  man 
kani  ^franny  no  more.  And  bdiold  the  work 
Is  fiaiahed,  and  Colombia  is  free,  and  all  the 
Americas  are  free— free  as  ourselves;  for  there 
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all  power  is  acknowledged  in  the  people,  and 
vassalage  abolished  and  unknown ;  for  there  all 
officers  are  elective,  and  held  by  the  tenure  of 
the  law  and  the  constitution ;  for  there,  free  in 
their  property,  their  persons,  and  religion — 

''  They  own  no  Lord  but  him  in  heaven, 
No  power  bnt  what  oonsont  haa  given." 

Mr.  PoiNssTT  addressed  the  chair  as  follows : 

I  shall  offer,  said  Mr.  P.,  no  apology  to  the 
committee  for  addressing  them  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  have  resided  so  long  in  the  countries 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  place  in  the  rank  of 
nations — am  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
causes  and  character  of  the  revolution  they 
have  undergone,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
convey  to  tiie  committee,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
the  information  I  possess  on  this  subject. 

8ir,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  that  justi- 
fled  a  revolution,  that  called  upon  a  people  to 
recur  to  first  principles,  and  to  seek  relief  from 
the  abuse  of  power  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  this 
was  one.  The  revolution  of  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies did  not  arise  from  a  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract right,  but  from  actual  suffering  and  griev- 
ous oppression;  from  causes  radi(»ftl  and  cer- 
tain, thou^  gradual  in  their  operations ;  causes 
that  would  have  inevitably  produced  the  revo- 
lution without  the  violent  crisis  to  which  the 
mother  country  was  exposed,  and  which  only 
accelerated  that  event.  It  was  felt  in  their 
Government,  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
in  their  agriculture,  in  their  commerce,  and  in 
their  pursuits  of  happiness.  Governed  by 
viceroys  responsible  in  name,  but,  in  faot^  as 
arbitrary  as  the  King  of  Spain  himself,  who 
commanded  not  only  the  military  governors 
and  intendants  of  provinces,  but  presided  over 
tiie  tribunals  of  justice,  and  let  any  one  imagine 
what  government  the  miserable  colonist  must 
have  enjoyed  under  European  Spaniards  vested 
with  such  powers,  and  who  had  nothing  to 
dread  but  an  examination  of  their  conduct  be- 
fore a  tribunal,  two  thousand  leagues  from  the 
theatre  of  their  ii^ustice.  The  colonist  could 
not  even  ei^oy  the  natural  advantages  by  which 
he  was  surrounded. 

The  eyes  of  a  jealous  and  suspicious  Gk)vem- 
ment  constantiy  watched  the  progress  of  his 
industry.  No  sooner  did  a  settlement  betray 
symptoms  of  prosperity,  than  it  became  the  sub- 
ject of  oppressive  legislation,  and  was  over- 
whelmed by  a  swarm  of  officers,  who,  like 
locusts,  destroyed  the  fair  prospects  of  the  har- 
vest. The  trade  was  not  only  confined  to  cer- 
tain specified  articles,  but  to  a  few  favored 
towns.  Rich  as  these  favored  regions  are,  and 
capable  of  bringing  forth  the  productions  of 
every  climate,  possessing  great  facilities  of  in- 
ternal and  of  foreign  commerce,  they  were  re- 
duced to  indolence  and  penury  by  absurd  and 
oppressive  restrictions  on  their  industry,  on 
their  trade,  and  on  their  private  enjoyments. 
Without  a  market  for  their  produce,  it  rotted 
on  the  ground.  I  have  seen  the  most  fertile 
dJstiicts  of  that  fine  country  banen  and  deso- 
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late — ^I  have  seen  the  inhabitants,  surrounded 
by  all  the  bounties  of  nature,  destitute  of  the 
ordinary  comforts  of  civilized  society.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  progress  of  this 
revolution,  and  compared  it  with  our  own,  the 
difference  must  appear  striking,  and  from  the 
civil  dissensions  that  have  agitated  those  coun- 
tries, it  has  been  arcued  by  some  that  the  Span- 
ish Creoles  were  mcapable  of  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  liberty — ^were  unfit  for  self-govern- 
ment In  making  this  comparison  between  the 
two  countries,  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  our  civil  and  politioal  institutions,  our  hab- 
its, our  customs,  our  laws,  our  rights  of  proper- 
ty, scarcely  suffered  any  alteration  by  the  tran- 
sition from  a  colonial  to  an  independent  state. 
The  principles  of  free  government,  republican 
principles,  nad  deep  root  in  this  countiy  before 
our  Revolution ;  and  if  they  have  grown  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength, 
they  were  as  well  understood  then  as  now. 
The  Spanish  colonies  had  never  been  intrusted, 
as  we  had,  with  any  part  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration, and  were  ignorant  and  unprac- 
tised in  government.  The  means  of  education, 
I  mean  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  education, 
were  withheld  from  the  Creole ;  printing  press- 
es were  to  be  found  only  in  a  few  of  the  larger 
cities,  where,  under  a  rigid  inspection,  a  gazette 
and  an  almanac  were  permitted  to  be  published. 
The  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  advancement 
of  knowledge  in  her  colonies — ^ignorance  and 
superstition  were  the  powerftd  means  employed 
to  keep  them  in  subjection.  The  despot  is 
aware  that  those  who  possess  knowledge  will 
struggle  for  freedom,  and  will  achieve  it;  for 
knowledge  is  power.  Dread  of  religious  toler- 
ation, and  of  what  was  worse,  of  spoliation, 
excited  the  clergy  to  oppose  the  revolution. 
The  influence  they  exercised  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  was  unbounded ;  and,  had  not  a  few 
virtuous,  well-enlightened  priests  espoused  the 
cause  of  liberty,  t£e  colonies  would  still  have 
been  dependent  The  aristocracy  formed  an- 
other and  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  progress 
of  this  revolution — a  class  that  abhor  every 
constitution  founded  on  an  equality  of  rights — 
a  class  that  would  rather  be  deprived  of  those 
rights,  than  see  all  participate  in  them;  that 
prefer  any  state  of  suffering,  rather  than  see 
power  exercised  by  their  inferiors.  I  speak 
now  of  the  mass  of  the  titled  men  in  the  colo- 
nies. Some  few  were  distinguished  for  their 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

Another  and  very  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  consisted  in  the  num- 
ber of  Europeans,  who  had  distinct  privileges 
from  the  Creoles,  for  oppression  did  not  there 
fall  equally  on  alL  They  were,  to  be  sure,  the 
smaller  party,  but  the  wealth  and  power  they 
possessed,  their  union,  their  influence,  the 
habitual  respect  in  which  they  were  held,  their 
ideas  of  their  own  superiority,  rendered  them 
a  very  formidable  body.  They  were  aware 
that  their  proud  pretensions  had  roused  against 
them  a  feeling  of  indignation ;  that  the  oppres- 


sive measures  they  had  promoted  agsinst  tke 
interests  of  the  land,  had  produced  hatred  a&d 
an  eager  thirst  for  revenge ;  and  common  ifltl^ 
est  and  common  danger  united  them  agaiart  liie 
Creoles.  They  could  not  suppress  the  reYolv- 
tion,  but  they  retarded  its  progress,  and  pro- 
crastinated the  contest,  li,  therefore,  we  n- 
g»rd  the  little  advancement  of  these  coontrieg, 
their  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  goTern* 
ment,  their  civil  dissensions,  and  the  procrasti- 
nated struggle  for  liberty  after  all  oppositioQ 
had  ceased  on  the  part  of  Spain,  it  impresseB 
us  more  strongly  wiui  the  urgent  neoessitj  that 
existed  of  shaking  off  the  colonial  GovernmenL 
It  was  tJbe  Government  that  placed  obstrocdoDS 
in  the  way  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  It 
was  the  Government,  that,  forgetful  of  its  pri- 
mary obligations,  suffered,  nay,  encouraged  tiie 
ddly  violation  of  the  rights  and  propertiei  of 
its  subjects.  It  was  the  Government,  in  short, 
that  sought  to  keep  the  people  in  the  profoimd- 
est  ignorance,  as  the  means  of  keeping  them  ia 
subjection.  A  revolution  proceeding  m>m  soch 
causes,  was  not  to  be  prevented  by  empty 
declarations  of  abstract  rights,  such  as  were 
made  by  the  mother  country  when  strogfdiBg 
for  her  own  existence.  The  decrees  of  the  dif- 
ferent Governments  established  in  Spain  dftring 
that  period,  were  magnifloent  in  promise.  The 
colonies  were  told  they  had  the  same  rights  as 
the  mother  country,  but  were  treated  as  if  they 
had  none.  They  were  deluded  with  hopes  that 
were  never  realized,  and  were  mocked  with  the 
semblance  of  a  representation.  Depoties  as- 
signed them,  not  elected  by  them.  At  no  time 
was  there  more  peculation,  violenre,  and  op- 
pression, than  during  the  interval  between  the 
mvasion  of  Spain  and  the  insurrection  of  the 
colonies.  These  causes  operated  alike  on  all, 
and  the  revolution  commenced  without  pre^ 
ous  concert,  almost  at  the  same  moment  in 
every  part  of  this  vast  continent  It  has  tri- 
umphed not  only  over  the  opposition  of  the 
mother  country,  but  over  civil  aissensions,  and 
the  storms  of  party.  In  Caraccaa,  where  the 
revolution  first  commenced,  its  success  was  re- 
tarded by  one  of  the  most  awful  eTent*  re- 
corded in  history.  The  city  was  almost  entire' 
ly  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  on  the  a^n^JJ?^ 
sary  of  their  revolutionary  movement  Td» 
clergy  availed  themselves  of  this  event,  and, 
assisted  by  the  superstition  of  the  people,  re- 
established, for  a  short  time,  the  royal  antba^ 
ity.  The  brave  and  patriotic  Bolivar  kept  up 
the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  His  active  exer- 
tions renewed  the  struggle  for  liberty;  and  his 
zed  and  perseverance  restored  his  country  to 
freedom.  By  his  conduct  and  valor,  the  most 
formidable  armament  ever  sent  across  the  At- 
lantic, has  been  destroyed.  His  efibrts  ha« 
united  Caraccas  and  New  Granada,  into  («« 
Republic,  and  he  has  spread  the  principle*  » 
independence  and  of  free  government  to  tfi* 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Buenos  Ayres  has  triumphed  over  the  re- 
peated and  formidable  efforts  of  the  motner 
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ooontiy  to  sabdae  them.    Thej  hftve  had,  be- 
sklefl,  to  contend'  against  a  powerM  par^  of 
royalists  in  the  interior  proyinoes.   The  wealthy 
Creoles  of  that  country  could  not  be  easily 
roused  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  contest,  the 
issue  of  which  was  uncertain.    No  doubt  they 
preferred  a  national  goyemment,  and  freedom 
of  commerce,  but  that  was  not  strong  enough 
to  vanquish  their  love  of  repose  and  indolent 
habits;   to  urge  them,  in  snort,  to  long  and 
painful  sacrifices.    The  royalists  are  still  in  pos- 
eession  of  some  of  the  finest  provinces  of  La 
Plata.    The  interior  provinces  of  the  viceroy- 
ilty  of  Lima  are  still  m  the  hands  of  the  royal- 
ists ;  were,  I  should  have  said,  for  it  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  example  of  the  capital 
will  be  followed  by  the  provinces.    Chili,  agi- 
tated for  some  time  by  civil  dissennons,  and 
overrun  by  the  army  of  the  royalists,  has  at 
length  established  tranquillity  at  home;   and 
not  only  driven  out  the  invaders,  but  carried 
the  war  successfully  into  their  stronfffaold.    The 
levolution  in  Lima  is  due  to  the  e^rts  of  this 
brave  people.    Mexico,  where  the  revolution 
eommenced  at  an  early  period,  and  where,  after 
a  desperate  struggle,  it  appeared  to  be  qneUed^ 
is  now  independent.    The  spirit  of  Uie  revolu- 
tion continued  to  exist  among  the  people.    Hi- 
dalgo, and  the  gallant  men  who  fell  in  the  first 
revolutionary  movement,  did  not  perish  in  vain. 
To  prove  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover possession  of  these  countries,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  take  a  view  of  their  vast  extent, 
of  their  population  and  resources,  and  to  com- 
pare them,  with  those  of  Spun,  agitated  as  she 
now  is,  by  intestine  commotions,  and,  for  many 
years  past^  redded  as  the  country  of  Europe 
the  most  destitute  of  industry,  of  commerce, 
and  of  enterprise.    The  mere  recital  of  the 
names  which  distinguish  the  Spanish  colonies 
in  America,  extending  over  70  degrees  of  lati- 
tode,  with  a  space  of  at  least  1,900  leagues,  in- 
terposed between  its  most  distant  settlements ; 
tiie  vast  extent  of  their  mountuns,  their  mag- 
nifioent  rivers,  the  varied  productions  of  the 
want,  the  riohes  of  their  mines,  impress  us  at 
mioe  with  the  magnitude  of  their  resources. 
Boenoe  Ayres,  comprising  the  finest  provinces 
of  Pern,  the  rich  mines  of  Potosi,  ana  the  fer- 
tfle  province  of  Cochabamba,  with  a  population 
of  one  million  and  a  hdf ;  coining  annually  up- 
wards of  fire  millions  of  dollars,  exporting  ten 
mifiioiisi,  and  importing  about  the  same  amount. 
GbiU,  the  garden  of  the  world^  possessing  the 
most  fertile  soil,  productive  of  all  the  fruits  of 
Europe  and  of  the  tropics,  equally  rich  in  the 
precious  and  in  the  useful  metals,  with  a  popn- 
latMHL  of  more  than  one  million,  coining  three 
minions  o^  dollars  annually,  exporting  four  mil- 
lions, and  importing  more  than  three  millions. 
linui,  I  mean  the  viceroyalty  of  Lima,  includ- 
ing Cusoo,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  incas,  with 
a  population  of  1,200,000  souls,  coining  annu- 
alry  five  millions  of  dollars,  importing  ten  mil- 
fioos,  and  exporting  thirteen  millions.     New 
containing  not  less  th«tt  twA  oullions 


of  inhabitants,  with  a  trade  'of  more  tlian  six 
millions  of  imports,  coining  annually  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Caraccas,  with  a  million  of 
inhabitants,  and  about  the  same  resources  as 
New  Granada.  These  two  countries  have  since 
been  united  under  one  Gk)vemment,  the  Repub- 
lic of  Colombia.  Guatemala,  the  country  which 
comprises  Costa  Bica  and  Nicaragua,  and 
bounds  on  New  Granada,  a  fertile  and  well-cxd- 
tivated  country,  containing  one  million  and  a 
half  of  bouIb.  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  con- 
tained, in  1808,  a  population  of  five  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  a  population  not  likely 
to  have  been  diminished  since  that  period. 
Coining  at  that  time  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  importing  twenty  millions,  and 
exporting  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions. 
The  detached  governments  contained  nearly  a 
million  of  inhabitants^  making  an  aggregate  of 
fifteen  millions. 

I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by  going 
into  an  examination  of  the  resources  of  each 
particular  State.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
purposes  to  particularize  those  of  Mexico.  The 
whole  annual  agricultural  product  of  Mexico 
was  estimated  at  twenty-nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  the  annual  product  of  the  precious  metals 
at  twenty-three  millions;  the  annual  product 
of  the  manufactures  at  eight  millions;  the  ex- 
ports at  twenty-two  millions ;  the  imports  at 
twenty  millions ;  the  revenue  of  Mexico,  for 
customs  and  taxes,  amounted  to  not  less  than 
twenty  millions. 

If,  says  Baron  Humboldt,  the  political  strength 
of  a  nation  depended  only  upon  the  extent  of 
country  and  number  of  inhabitants.  New  Spain 
might  rimk  with  the  United  States.  Such  was 
the  state  of  these  countries  under  all  the  disad- 
vantages of  the  colonial  system,  for  I  have  pur- 
posely taken  the  statement  previous  to  the  rev- 
olution. Thus  we  see  that  the  total  population 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  exceeded  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  the  imports  were  never  less  than  sixty 
millions,  and  the  exports  seventy. 

The  estimated  population  of  those  countries 
is  more  likely  to  fall  short  of  the  truth,  than  to 
exceed  it.  The  census  was  taken  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation,  which  induced  the  inhab- 
itants to  conceal  their  real  numbers.  And  here 
let  me  remari:,  that  this  population  is  more 
effective,  and  the  proportion  of  whites  greater 
than  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  most 
fSavorable  statement  ever  published  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Spain,  previous  to  the  late  wars, 
made  it  amount  to  10,409,879.  A  population 
much  thinned  ^y  wars,  and  pestilence,  and  fam- 
ine, within  the  last  ten  years.  The  exports  of 
Spain  amounted  to  about  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  imports  to  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  millions.  Let  me  ask,  then,  wheth- 
er it  is  probable  that  Spain,  with  not  quite 
two-thir&  the  popalation,  with  inferior  re- 
sources at  all  times,  and  those  much  diminished 
by  this  defection,  can  reconquer  countries  at 
a  distance,  some  of  them  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  and  none  less  than  one  thousand  ?  The 
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history  of  Spain  herself  is  an  answer  to  this 

Question.  With  a  courage  and  energy  that  a 
etermination  to  be  free  idone  conld  give,  Spain 
repelled  the  hosts  of  France  that  invaded  her 
territory ;  weak  in  nmnbers  and  resources  when 
compared  to  France,  they  suocessfolly  resisted 
the  utmost  effbrts  of  that  power  to  subdue 
them.  One  word,  sir,  on  this  subject  It  is 
too  much  our  custom  to  speak  contemptuously 
of  this  brave  and  high-minded  peonle;  they 
were  long  bowed  down  by  an  iron  despotism. 
But  other  days  have  dawned  on  that  fair  coun- 
try; after  resisting,  with  unexampled  resolu- 
tion, foreign  usurpation,  they  have  resolved  to 
be  free.  Their  sufferings  from  the  vices  and 
defects  of  long  servitude,  ought  to  excite  our 
sympathies,  and  their  efforts  to  establish  free 
and  liberal  institutions,  entitle  them  to  our  re- 
spect. 

It  has  been  supposed  b^  some,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  colonies  would  ii^jure  the 
prosperity  of  the  United  States;  possessing  a 
more  fertile  soil,  and  raising  the  same  produc- 
tions, they  would  drive  us  from  the  markets  of 
Europe.  It  has  been  said  that  colonies  are 
safer  neighbors  than  free  States,  and  that  so 
long  as  they  were  bound  down  by  the  oppres- 
sive restrictions  of  Spain,  they  would  neither 
be  dangerous  rivals  nor  formidable  competitors. 
It  is  unwise,  therefore,  in  us  to  offer  them  any 
encouragement.  Not  only  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart  revolt  at  such  a  conclusion,  but  it  is 
manifestiy  false;  it  is  our  interest  that  they 
should  be  free.  With  an  extensive  line  of 
coast,  with  numerous  navigable  rivers,  facili- 
tating their  internal  trade,  with  a  population  of 
more  than  fifteen  millions,  almost  witiiout  man- 
ufactures, with  a  demand  for  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  without  the  means  of  car- 
rying on  their  foreign  commerce,  these  coun- 
tries present  a  market  for  the  skill  and  industry 
of  our  merchants,  which  promises  the  greatest 
advantages.  Let  any  one  look  back  and  ob- 
serve how  the  demand  has  everywhere  in- 
creased with  the  increasing  produce. 

The  wars  and  revolutions  which  have  lately 
aflBiicted  Europe,  are  known  now  only  by  their 
beneficial  effects.  Effects  to  be  seen  in  the 
amelioration  and  extension  of  their  agriculture, 
in  the  increase  of  their  towns  and  "nllages,  in 
the  augmentation  of  manufactures,  in  the  bene- 
fits of  education,  tiie  desire  of  freedom,  and  in 
the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  impossible  to  pass  through  any  part 
of  Europe,  at  present,  without  being  struck 
with  the  improved  condition  of  the  people. 
An  improvemetn  which,  as  it  advances,  will 
augment  the  demand  for  all  the  productions  of 
the  West.  The  intercourse  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  with  these  countries,  will  aug- 
ment their  means  of  information,  and  will  en- 
Hghten  them  on  the  subject  of  government,  on 
public  welfare  and  private  happiness.  With 
the  increase  of  knowledge,  will  arise  free  and 
well-organized  institutions,  the  i*efinements  and 
various  wants  of  civilization.    This  cannot  fail 


to  produce  a  demand  for  all  the  manufMslnns 
of  this  country,  and  for  all  the  objects  of  tiade. 
I  had  intended  to  have  entered  fully  into  & 
importance  of  our  political  relations  with  thett 
countries.  I  fear,  nowever,  that  I  should  ex- 
haust the  patience  of  the  committee,  were  I  to 
attempt  it;  and  I  feel  that  I  should  ezhsosimj 
own  strength.  I  am  compelled,  therefore, 
however  reluctantiy,  to  waive  this  part  of  the 
subject.  The  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  is,  whether  we  shall  now  adept 
a  measure  called  for  by  every  motive  of  feeliog 
and  of  policy,  at  a  moment  when  it  maj  pn 
us  weight  and  influence  in  those  countries;  a 
measure  by  which  we  shall  at  once  assmne  the 
station  that  becomes  our  character,  among  die 
great  republics  of  this  hemisphere ;  or  whete 
we  shall  wait  the  slow  and  unwilling  conseiit 
of  Spain,  or  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  latter  have  refused  to  co-operate  with 
us.  It  does  not  accord  with  their  avowed  piiof 
ciples  to  countenance  any  resistance  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  however  flagrant  and  mgui 
In  all  ages,  Spain  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  those  countries  which  have 
been  driven  to  rebellion  by  her  oppresncHL  It 
is  not  probable  that-ahe  will  pursue  a  diffisnet 
policy  with  regard  to  her  colonies  in  Americi. 
In  this  particular,  and  in  this  alone,  I  differ 
from  the  report  now  under  consideration.  It 
proves  incontestably  the  right  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  the  measure  recommended  I7 
these  resolutions.  It  is  a  clear  and  convincing 
argument  highly  honorable  to  the  committee^ 
and,  as  I  entertain  great  deference  for  thdr 
opinion,  it  is  with  reluctance  I  differ  with  them 
in  this  particular.  The  committee  think  it 
manifest,  from  the  report  of  the  Oommitteeof 
the  Cortes,  "  that  Spam  had  not  only  renonneed 
the  feeling^  of  an  enemy  towards  the  ooloniei, 
but  had  been  prepared,  a  year  ago,  to  consent 
to  their  independence,  but  for  partieular  ouw- 
reneesJ*^  They  are  led  to  this  conclusion  from 
the  terms  in  which  the  committee  speak  of 
"the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis^  as  one 
indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious  resolntion; 
that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and  by  tibe 
true  interests  of  the  Peninsula;  that,  frcmii 
Spain  miffht  reap  advantages,  which  otherwise 
she  could  never  expect;  and  that  the  tiesw 
kindred  and  the  mufonnity  of  religion,  with 
conunercial  relations  and  those  emanating  &<»& 
free  institutions,  would  be  the  surest  pledge  of 
mutual  harmony  and  dose  union." 

I  agree  with  the  oonmiittee,  '^  that  no  nieas- 
ure  Bhort  of  a  full  recognition  of  unconditioosl 
independence,  could  have  deserved  the  obarso- 
ter  nor  been  capable  of  producing  the  effeets 
ascribed  to  it."  But,  sir,  what  say  the  dooo- 
ments  on  your  table  ?  The  American  deputie^ 
disappointed  in  their  expectations,  presented 
propositions,  in  substance,  Mr.  Brent  tells  us,  the 
same  as  those  that  at  first  met  the  approbation 
of  ministers,  and  which  would  have  been  adopt- 
ed, but  for  particular  occurrences.    These  pro- 


DEBATES  OF  CONQBESS. 


805 


1822.] 


South  American  CfovemmetOs. 


[BLofR. 


positions  contain  no  demand  for  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  independence;  but  merely  for 
permission  to  establish  an  interna]  administra- 
tioDf  dependent  upon  the  mother  conntrj,  free- 
dom of  commerce  and  equal  rights  with  Euro- 
pean Spaniards.  This  was,  in  substance,  the 
measure  first  proposed  by  the  committee  of 
Gortes,  and  which  was  subsequently  rejected 
by  the  king,  *^  as  a  violation  of  tne  constitution ; 
that  public  opinion  was  not  prepared  for  it,  that 
it  was  against  the  interests  of  Spain  and  of 
America."  Something  less  favorable  must  be 
intended  by  the  king,  when  he  says  ^  his  Gov- 
ernment, urged  by  the  Cortes,  to  propose  the 
measures  they  may  think  most  proper  for  their 
welfare,  or  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  these 
eountries,  they  will  do  so  immediately,  and 
with  the  utmost  generosity.''  No,  sir.  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  would  be  opposed  both  by  the  interests 
and  by  the  pr^udices  of  the  Spanish  nation. 
Independently  of  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
Crown  from  those  countries — ^a  revenue  of  more 
than  eight  millions  of  dollars — the  patronage 
they  afforded  was  immense.  Places  in  Spanish 
America  were  the  reward  of  services  and  the 
means  of  corruption.  The  aristocracy,  who 
]m>fited  by  those  places,  and  who  regarded 
them  as  the  means  of  maintaining  their  splendid 
eBtablishments  in  Europe,  will  abandon,  with 
reluctance,  the  prospect  of  wealth  America 
presented.  The  clergy  will  exert  their  in- 
flaenoe  to  prevent  it.  America  was  to  them  a 
aoorce  of  ambition  and  of  profit.  The  posses- 
sion of  America  extended  their  spiritual  do- 
minion and  augmented  their  temporal  wealth. 
The  merchants,  who,  by  a  code  of  laws  framed 
in  the  spirit  of  restriction  and  oppression,  mo- 
nopolized the  trade  of  the  colonies,  will  oppose 
their  recognition ;  and  the  people  generally  will 
not  consent  to  relinquish,  without  a  desperate 
Btrnggle,  the  dominion  over  the  colonies,  con- 
nected, as  it  is,  with  their  most  pleasing  recol- 
lections of  national  honor  and  glory. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they  are  really  inde- 
pendent The  Spaniards  will  not  abandon  all 
hope  of  recovering  possession  of  them  until  they 
are  recognized  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  It  is 
weD  known  that  there  are  many  of  the  former 
inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in  France, 
who  atill  cherish  the  hope  of  being  restored  to 
their  estates  in  that  island. 

These  motives  will  operate  powerfully  upon 
the  Spanish  nation,  ana,  it  is  to  be  feareid,  will 
not  only  prevent  their  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  countries,  but  lead  them  to 
view  this  measure^  on  our  part,  as  an  unfriendly, 
pertiaps  as  a  hostile  act.  They  certainly  have 
no  ri|^t  to  do  so  according  to  the  laws  and 
naages  of  nations.  But  the  resentment  of 
woonded  pride  is  not  always  restruoed  by  con- 
alderations  of  national  law. 

But,  sir,  this  risk,  even  if  it  were  less  re- 
mote, ought  not  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the 
resolations  on  your  table.    It  is  a  measure  call- 
ed for  both  by  justice  and  policy.    The  conduct 
Yoi-.  Vn.— 20 


of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  this  contest, 
has  given  the  best  evidence  of  our  respect  for 
the  rights  of  Spain.  So  long  as  that  nation 
made  an  efibrt  to  recover  her  dominion  over 
her  colonies,  the  United  States  abstained  from 
recognizing  their  independence.  But  now, 
when  all  opposition  has  ceased  on  the  part  of 
Spain ;  now  that  those  countries  are  free  from 
the  intestine  commotions  which  divided  them 
into  factions,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  distin- 
guish which  was  the  legitimate  government,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  withhold  it 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  committee  will  adopt 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration.  It  la 
due  to  the  rights  of  the  free  and  independent 
Grovemments  that  expect  it  at  our  hands,  and 
due  to  our  own  character  and  station. 

After  some  further  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wood,  Wright,  Rhea,  Tuokeb,  and  H. 
Nelson,  bore  pai*t,  Mr.  Tucker  varied  his  mo- 
tion so  as  to  make  the  resolve  read,  ^'  the  late 
American  provinces  of  Spain ;"  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  agreeioff  to  the  said  first  resolution ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereupon  stood — ^yeas 
167,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

Tka8.<<— Mean.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Bfassacha- 
setts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barber  of  Conneoticnt,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett, 
Baylies,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Bnrton, 
Bntler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  CampbeU 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cocke,  CoLieD, 
Condiot,  Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cnshman, 
Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlinffton,  penlson,  Dickinmn, 
Dnrfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  PennsylTania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
EnstiB,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gebhard,  Qilmer, 
Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooks, 
Jackson,  F.  Jobnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  Lowndes, 
McCarty,  McCoy,  MoDnffie,  McLane,  McNeil,  Mc- 
Sherry,  Mallary,  Matlaflk,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Pennsylvaiiia,  Moore  of  Viiginia,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  New,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Phillips,  PiersoD,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
kin, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Ridi,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Rugglea,  Russ,  RnsseU,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  Arthur 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connectiout,  Sterling  of  New 
York,  Stevenson,  Stewart.  Stoddard,  Swan,  Tat- 
naD,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tomlinsoo,  Tracy^ 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  .Tucker,  of  Yir- 
ginia,  Upham,  Vance^  Vaa  Rensselaer,  Van  Wvck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Waifield,  Whipple,  White,  Whit- 
man,  Williams  of  Noi:th.  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, WiUiamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Woodr 
son,  Worman^  and  Wdght.. 

Nay.— Mr«  Ganiett.. 
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So  the  first  resolve  passed  unanimoiisly,  with 
the  exception  of  a  single  vote. 

^  The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  second 
resolution,  and  carried  unanimously. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nbuson,  the 
House  a^ourned. 

'  Fkcdat,  March  20. 

Title  to  the  Fortification  Site  in  the  DeUwia/re 
Eiver^  eaUed  the  Pea  Patch, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbesidemt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  ReprttenUOivei  qf  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse  of 
Beprasentatives,  of  the  Ist  instant,  reqnestbg  "  the 
President  to  commnnicate  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  relative  to  any  private  cUdm  against  the 
piece  of  land  in  the  Delaware  River,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Pea  Patch,  an4  to  state,  if  any,  and 
what,  process  has  been  instituted  on  behalf  of  such 
daim,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  furnishing  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  8,  1822. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Gradual  Inoreaee  of  the  ITavy, 

Mr.  MoLans,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  resolution, 
"to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,'  so  as 
to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appropriation  to 
be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  an 
inferior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  built,"  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  permanent  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  4th  instant,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
<he  expediency  of  modifying  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
foir  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,**  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels 
of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  built,  make  the  following  report : 

That,  by  the  act  above  referred  to,  passed  the  29th 
April,  1816,  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num was  appropriated  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  built  nine 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  74  guns  each ;  and  twelve 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  44  guns  each,  including 
one  74  and  three  44  gun  ships^  authorized  by  a  pre- 
vious law.  The  President  was  also  authorized  to  pro- 
cuxe  steam  engines,  and  all  the  imperishable  mate- 
rials necessary  for  building  and  equipping  three  steam 
batteries ;  and  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act,  it  was 


provided  that  "  the  moneys  impropriated  by  this  tct 
shall  not  be  transferred  to  any  other  object  of  expen- 
diture.*'   By  the  act  of  8d  March,  1821,  instead  of 
the  appropriation  contained  in  the  original  set,  Uie 
sum  of  $600,000  per  annum,  for  six  years,  wss  ap- 
propriated to  carry  into  effect  the  purposes  of  tbe 
said  act ;  and  tiiat  the  whole  of  this  sum  will  be  I^ 
quired  to  complete  the  objects  contemplated  by  theae 
acts.     That,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  and  objeoti 
of  these  laws,  there  has  been  built  and  equipped  one 
ship-ofthe-line,  viz:  the  Columbus;  and  that  then 
has  been  built  and  launched  three  ships  of-the-line, 
viz :  the  Ohio,  the  North  Carolina,  and  the  Delaware, 
and  one  frigate  at  Washington,  the  Potomac ;  that 
there  is  now  on  the  stocks,  built  and  ready  to  laonch, 
one  ship-of-the-line  at  Boston — that  there  are  nov 
on  the  stocks,  nearly  finished,  one  ship-of-the-Iine  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  one  frigate  at  Philar 
delphia,  and  one  frigate  at  New  York — that  ^lere  ii 
on  the  stocks,  about  half  finished,  one  ship-of-the- 
line  at  Gosport,  Yiiginia — ^that  preparations  have, 
for  some  time  past,  been  making,  for  putting  oa  tin 
stocks  one  ship-of-the-line  at  Boston,  one  frigate  at 
New  York,  one  frigate  at  Portsmouth,  New  fiamp- 
shire.  and  one  fngate  at  Washington,  and  that  the 
frames,  and  nearly  all  the  timber,  and  otiier  mate- 
rials, have  been  provided  for  buildiiag  one  ship-of-tlie- 
line  at  Philadelphia,  one  frigate  at  Washington,  one 
frigate  at  Boston,  and  one  frigate  at  Norfolk--that 
the  live  oak  fi^unes,  and  nearly  all  the  other  timber, 
and  two  steam  engines,  have  been  provided  for  two 
steam  batteries  at  New  York,  and  one  steam  batteiv 
at  Washington.     The  committee  further  report  that 
the  articles  on  hand,  and  those  contracted  for,  could 
not  be   advantageously   applied   to  the  building  of 
vessels  of  a  smaller  class  than  those  for  which  tbej 
were  provided  and  designed.     "The  frames  of  our 
ships-of-the-line  are  all  got  to  moulds ;  each  particu- 
lar piece  has  its  appropriate  place  in  the  frame,*  and 
the   labor  of  reducing  them  to  a  size  suitable  to 
smaller  vessels  would  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  tbe  expense  of  a  new  frame.     The  copper  pro- 
vided, too,  is  generally  heavier  than  is  used  for 
sloops  of  war. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  frames  being 
cut  to  moulds,  which,  being  the  cheaper  and  better 
plan,  tbe  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  before-recited  acta,  were  authorized  to 
direct,  there  would  be  great  risk  of  losing  them  en- 
tirely, by  their  warping  out  of  place,  if  they  aie  not 
put  together. 

The  committee  are  of  .opinion,  also,  that  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  objects,  consistently 
with  good  faith,  or  the  real  interests  of  the  nation. 

The  policy  was  adopted  upon  great  consideration, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  our  seacoast,  and 
in  a  well-founded  oonviction  that  it  was  wise  and  {nn- 
dent  gradually  to  increase  our  naval  force  in  time  of 
peace,  and  to  render  it  efiicient  in  tbe  exigencies  to 
which  the  country  must  be  always  more  or  less  ex- 
posed. It  is  believed  that  tiie  best  defence  for  this 
country,  and  that  on  which  it  must  principally  relyi 
not  only  for  tiie  protection  of  our  commerce,  bat  to 
prevent  the  actual  invasion  of  the'  soil,  is  the  naral 
force.  The  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy 
was  founded  on  this  presuihption,  and  designed  by 
gradual  means^  in  a  manner  least  oppressive  to  the 
country,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  efficient  nsTsl 
power,  and  to  prepare,  in  time  of  peace,  that  dssciip- 
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Hon  foroe,  which  ooold  not  be  easily  raised  np  m 
time  of  war,  bat  which  would  be  indispensable  in 
guoh  a  crisis.  It  requires  much  time  and  great  care 
to  prepare  the  materials,  and  oonstmot  the  ves- 
sels of  the  class  provided  for  in  the  auts,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  late  war  has  fully  demonstrated  the 
necesaty  of  snch  a  force ;  by  teaching  us  the  facility 
with  which  the  enemy  could  blockade  a  lai;ge  portion 
of  our  coast  with  a  single  ship-of  the-line. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  change  this  system,  founded  upon  so  many 
important  considerations,  without  some  uigent  neces- 
sity, and  in  their  opinion,  none  such  exists ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  seems  to  be  even  stronger  reasons  for 
adhering  to  the  policy,  and  cherishing  the  growth  of 
oar  naval  power,  now  that  foreign  nations  are  model- 
ling their  naval  architecture  after  our  improvements, 
and  at  a  moment  when  our  foreign  relations  are 
abont  to  be  extended,  upon  a  scale  which  should,  at 
least,  admonish  us  against  any  dimunition  of,  or  an 
iiidi€ference  to  the  means  of  national  defence. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  importance  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  a  class  of  naval  foroe,  indispensable 
both  in  time  of  peace  and  war ;  but  they  are  a  class 
which  may  be  provided  in  a  shorter  time,  and  with 
considerable  advantage,  even  after  the  exigency  has 
arisen,  and,  though  they  would  be  useful  in  time  of 
peace  for  many  services,  and  especially  for  the  disci- 
pline of  our  officers,  and  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sion of  the  piratical  marauders  upon  our  commerce, 
the  committee  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to  break  in 
upon  the  fund  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
even  for  snch  objects ;  and,  therefore,  reconunend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,**  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  ve^els  of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  au- 
thorized by  the  said  law  to  be  built. 

Inspection  of  Land  OfficeB. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  a  select  committee,  deliv- 
ered ID  the  following  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  report,  which  was  the  result  of  an  inquiry 
expected  to  criminate  a  Senator,  and  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  concluded  thus  :] 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  have  seen  nothing  in 
the  case  submitted  to  them,  which  can  lead  to  the 
presumption,  that  either  of  the  individuals  concerned 
had  any  intention  either  to  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  or  to  abuse  or  disregard  the  spirit  and  policy 
of  our  institutions. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Thomas  to  examine  the  land  offices  originated  in 
a  desire  honestly  to  discharge  an  important  public 
duty ;  that  the  peculiar  importance  of  the  trust  at 
the* time,  and  the  character  and  elevation  of  the  in- 
dividual employed,  were  calculated  rather  to  invite 
than  forbid  the  selection.  Nor  have  the  committee 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  duty  has  not  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  in  a  manner  conducive  to 
the  public  good. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  such  impres- 
Bon «,  the  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sin- 
gle out  this  ca.se  for  particular  animadversion,  or  to 
pronoance  upon  the  comprehensiveness  or  precise  im- 
port of  the  act  of  1808.    They  oontent  themselves 


with  referring  to  the  construction  which  it  has  uni- 
formly received  in  practice,  and  to  the  conviction  that 
the  public  good,  and  not  any  simster  or  improper 
purpose,  was  intended ;  and  they  therefore  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Hetolvedj  That  the  committee  be  dischaiged  from 
the  further  consideradon  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  OooK  stated,  that  it  was  due  to  himself 
and  to  the  committee  to  say,  that  the  commit- 
tee were  not  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port, aod  to  express  the  views  which  he  per- 
sonally had  of  this  subject,  which  he  considered, 
in  Bome  points  of  view,  as  of  great  importance, 
he  offered  a  counter-resolution,  which  he  re- 
quested might  accompany  the  report,  and  be 
laid  on  the  table  with  it 

Mr.  MoLanb  said  he  was  sorry  that,  on  the 

E resent  occasion,  the  gentleman  fit)m  Illinois 
ad  thought  it  proper  to  deviate  from  the  usual 
practice  on  making  reports,  in  stating,  as  he 
had  done,  that  there  was  a  division  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  report.  An  obvious 
objection  to  such  a  proceeding  was,  that  each 
member  of  the  committee  might  feel  himself 
called  upon  to  say  hqw  he  had  voted,  if  any  one 
of  the  committee  did  so.  He  believed,  he  said, 
that  he  should  be  authorized  in  saying  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  was  the  only  one 
of  the  committee  who  disagreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion now  on  the  table.  Mr.  MoLane  did  not 
think  this  course  to  be  the  proper  one  to  be 
pursued.  It  would  be  an  encroachment  on  pro- 
priety to  suffer  a  committee  to  make  a  report, 
and  accompany  it  with  another  report,  which 
might  possibly  be  of  a  very  different  tendency. 
The  object  of  the  gentleman,  besides,  could  be 
as  well  attained  by  moving  his  proposition  in 
the  shape  of  a  separate  and  distinct  resolution, 
as  in  the  way  he  proposed. 

The  Speajcbr,  deprecating  the  debates  grow- 
ing out  of  incidental  questions,  uselessly  con- 
suming the  time  of  the  House,  pronounced  his 
decision,  that  nothing  can  be  received  as  the  act 
of  a  committee  but  what  is  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  a  committee  can  make  but  one 
report.  Nothing,  therefore,  but  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  now  under  consideration.  He 
adverted  to  the  famous  case  of  the  Seminole 
war,  in  which  a  counter  report  had  been  offered 
by  one  of  the  committee,  and  received  by  the 
House,  but  he  considered  it  an  erroneous  pro- 
ceeding, and  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

Mr.  Meboeb  concurred  in  the  view  which  the 
Speaker  had  taken  of  this  point,  and  added 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  Seminole  war.  the  coun- 
ter report  had  not  been  received  until  after 
considerable  debate,  and  it  was  afterwards  a 
subject  of  general  regret  that  it  had  been  re- 
ceived at  all. 

Mr.  Ck>oK  said  he  was  not  sure  he  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
MoLane)  correctly — ^but  repeating  what  he  had 
said  when  before  up,  Mr.  G.  now  justified  it. 
It  was  no  new  thing  for  it  to  be  announced,  on 
the  presentation  of  a  report,  that  the  oommittee 
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was  diTided  in  relation  to  it.  He  qnoted  the 
example  of  the  case  of  the  report  at  the  last 
sesfflon  on  the  admission  of  lOssoori  into  the 
Union.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  member 
from  Delaware  meant  to  intimate  that  he  had 
made  an  incorrect  statement  or  taken  any  un- 
due advantage.  He  would  rather  abandon  his 
seat — ^he  would  rather  never  have  set  foot  in 
this  House,  than  do  a  dishonorable  act,  or  even 
an  act  of  unkindness  to  any  of  his  fellow-mem- 
bers. He  deemed  it  a  matter  of  importance 
even  to  the  persons  about  whom,  on  this  subject, 
so  much  had  been  said,  to  franklv  present  to  the 
House  his  views,  that  no  man  should  be  taken 
by  surprise  in  voting  on  a  question  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  purity  of  the  legislative 
body 

The  Sfbaxbb  here  arrested  the  debate,  as 
going  improperly  into  the  main  subject,  on  a 
.  question  merely  mddental. 

Mr.  MoLanb  disclaimed  any  intention,  in 
what  he  had  said,  to  alarm  the  feelings  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  or  impeach  his  mo- 
tives. He  conddered  it  an  act  of  justice  to  him- 
self and  to  the  committee  to  state  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  he  had  done  no  more. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  report 
on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Ooox,  and  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Cook  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Hesolved,  That  the  employment  of  members  of 
Congress  by  the  Ezecatiye,  or  any  ExecntiTe  officer 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  performance  of  any  pub- 
lic service,  dorinff  the  oontinaance  of  their  member- 
ship, for  which  tibey  reoeiire  compensation  oat  of  the 
public  Treasnxy,  is  inconsistent  with  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress,  and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and,  if  it  be  not  already,  ought  to  be 
prohibited. 

Mr.  Oannoit  required  the  question  of  eoTind- 
oration  of  the  resolution;  and,  that  question 
being  taken,  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the 
same. 

Mr.  OooK  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  upon  the  disposi^  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee :  on  the  ground  that 
his  object  was  to  offer  the  last  resolution  as  an 
amenament,  or  rather  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 

A  question  of  order  occurred,  in  which  Messrs. 
OooK,  H.  Nelson,  Caitnon,  and  Tatlob,  took 
part,  when  the  proceedings  ended  in  deciding 
to  lay  Mr.  Oook^s  resolution  on  the  table,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  report  had  been ;  and  both 
were  ordered  to  be  prmted. 

Fugitive  Sla/ces, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  l)ill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in 
any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  es- 
cape into  any  other  State  or  Teritory. 

The  question  was,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  JoHjrsoN  was  willing  to  legislate  on 


the  subject,  but  he  thought  this  bill  was  calcu- 
lated to  introduce  new  and  unknown  roles  in 
rektion  to  property.  Its  operation  was  not 
confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and  le 
thought  its  tendency  would  be  injurious  to  so- 
ciety, and  the  administration  of  justice.  He 
was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
authorized  a  suspension  of  the  right  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table,  or  recommitted,  in  order 
that  these  objections  may  be  removed;  and 
with  that  view,  he  proposed  that  the  coQunit- 
tee  rise  and  report ;  which  motion  was  put  and 
carried,  ayes  55,  noes  48. 

In  the  House,  leave  to  sit  again  was  refused 
to  the  committee ;  and 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  recommit  the  biH 
to  a  select  committee,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Ooldek,  Mr. 
Weight.  Mr.  Nxlson  of  Yii^nia,  and  Mr.  Wor 
LiAMS  01  North  Carolina,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Hone9  Lo8t  in  ike  Seminole  War. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
unfavorable  to  the  memorial  of  the  LegiaUtore 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  daiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  campaign. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  moved  to  amend  &e  report  of 
the  committee  by  striking  out  the  word  "not^** 
BO  as  to  give  it  an  affirmative  character. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Mr.  Allkn,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Allen  said:  This  claim  presents  itKlf 
very  differently  from  most  others  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  decide.  It  rests  upon  a  positiTe 
contract  between  the  soldier  and  his  Goyem- 
ment.  We  find  the  Commander  of  the  Sonthen 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in- 
viting mounted  volunteers  to  enter  the  serrice, 
under  a  promise  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per 
day  for  their  horses,  and  furnish  them  with  fo^ 
age  and  subsistence,  at  a  time  when  a  law  ex- 
isted to  pay  the  soldiers,  who  had  jost  returned 
from  service,  for  their  horses  that  had  been  lost 
on  account  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Got- 
emment  to  forage  them.  The  inspection  roll 
of  the  armv  proves  that  these  men  entered  the 
service,  and  performed  their  duty  faithfolly,  and 
were  honorably  discharged.  It  is  admitted  that, 
during  a  long  and  rapid  march  through  a  vil* 
demees,  no  forage  whatever  was  fiimisbed. 
What  was  the  consequence?  Death  to  the 
horse  and  loss  to  the  owner,  but  a  giLin  to  the 
Government  of  all  that  forage  and  transportation 
would  have  cost.  If  that  has  been  done  in  rio- 
lation  of  the  contract  with  the  soldier,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  pay  the  damages  that  accmed  to 
the  soldier  who  performed  his  part  of  the  oove- 
nant?  His  claim  would  be  sustainable  b  law, 
were  the  Government  suable ;  and,  because  it 
is  not,  are  we  to  reject  it?  I  hope  not;  I  will 
not  agree  to  do  so  without  stronger  reasons 
tiian  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Clidms.    I  cannot  see  how  the  sol' 
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dier's  demand  for  his  horse  is  at  all  impaired  |  vote  in  favor  of  ihe  Independence  of  the  Soath  Amer- 


by  any  thing  paid  him  for  his  services.  He  per- 
formed the  duties  required  of  him,  and  only  re- 
ceived the  wages  promised  for  doing  so ;  yet 
this  ingenious  report  tells  us  that  that  payment 
exceeded  the  average  value  of  the  horses,  and 
infers,  from  it,  that  the  soldier  is  already  over- 
paid. Agreeably  to  this  mode  of  reasoning,  if 
one  of  these  soldiers  had  served  six  months 
longer,  the  Government  would  have  had  a  claim 
against  him  equal  to  the  value  of  another  horse. 
If  he  is  to  be  charged  with  his  wages  when  he 
receives  credit  for  his  horse,  it  is  evident  that 
the  longer  he  served  the  greater  would  be  the 
balance  against  him.  This  may  be  good  argu- 
ment but,  in  my  opinion,  very  poor  pay.  There 
is  a  laboring,  throughout  this  report,  to  draw 
the  mind  off  from  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and 
fix  it  upon  charges  and  expenditures  that  at- 
tended the  campaign,  for  vhich  the  soldier  is 
not  at  all  accouiftuble.  After  all  the  trouble  of 
searching  every  department  in*  the  War  Office, 
it  is  discovered  that,  out  of  the  arms  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  volunteers,  forty-nine  muskets 
were  never  returned.  This,  I  ttiink,  might  ea- 
sily be  accounted  for  hy  looking  at  the  number 
of  men  that  never  returned.  The  killed  and 
woonded  could  not  be  expected  to  return  their 
arms,  and  certainly  their  comrades  are  not  to  be 
made  accountable  for  them.  Is  it  believed  that 
we  are  never  to  want  another  army  f  If  we  do, 
does  any  one  think  we  will  get  soldiers,  if  they 
are  to  be  made  accountable  for  all  the  expenses? 
Was  that  the  course  adopted  during  the  last  war  ? 
No;  tlie  mounted  men  then  engaged,  were 
paid  for  their  services  and  their  losses.  These 
troops  only  ask  the  same  measure  of  justice  all 
others  received.  If  the  policy  even  is  doubtful, 
is  it  just  to  change  it  now.  and  exclude  a  few 
that  have  been  deceived  by  confiding  in  it? 
Certainly  not  If  you  want  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  remember  that,  next  to  their  liberty, 
they  chum  from  their  Government  equal  Justice. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied  to  these  mentorious 
men— soldiers,  I  would  say,  if  I  was  not  well 
aware  that  the  very  name  of  soldier  sounds  an 
akrm  here,  not  for  their  valor,  but  for  our 
money.  Sir,  these  soldiers  are  too  proud  to 
beg.  Give  them  Justice  or  give  them  nothing. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WnxiAHS,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted. 

Satuboat,  March  80. 
South  Ameriean  GoeemmentB, 

The  Bpsaxbb  laid  hefore  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House. 

W^SHiNoioir,  Match  80,  1822. 

To  the  mmorabU,  the  Speaker  of  the  ffouse  o/Bepr^ 

sentativet: 

Sik:  Seven  indisposition  prevented  me  from  at- 
the  Houae  on  Thursday,  aad  reoording  my 


ican  Governments;  die  same  canBe  prevented  me 
from  attending  the  Houae  yesterday ;  nor  was  it  un- 
til the  hour  of  adjonrmnent  that  I  was  informed  that 
the  members  who  were  absent  when  the  above  vote 
was  taken,  were  yesterday  permitted,  bv  universal 
consent,  to  have  their  votes  enta»d  on  ttie  JonmaL 
Thus  circomstanced,  I  shall  feel  highly  honored  by 
the  House  if  they  will  permit  my  name  to  be  recorded 
in  the  affirmative  on  that  question,  by  placing  it 
with  the  yeas ;  or  if  that  oannot  be  done,  by  placing 
this  letter  on  the  Journal  I  have  itub  honor  to 
be,  &c  PHnjP  REID. 

Mr.  Gabkrtt  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  make 
a  motion ;  he  said  he  wished  to  make  one  on 
the  subject  of  the  vote  he  had  given  on  Thurs- 
day last,  on  the  recognition  of  the  late  South 
American  Provinces.  That  it  has  been  his  mis- 
fortune, not  only  to  differ  with  all  his  colleagues, 
but  with  the  whole  House  on  this  subject ;  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  recall  his  vote,  for  he  was 
AiUy  prepared  for  all  the  consequences  that 
coidd  arise  from  it,  when  he  gave  it ;  but  there 
was  one  view  of  the  subject  which  occasioned 
regret ;  the  event  of  her  recognition  would  ne- 
c^sarily  be  announced  to  the  world,  and  his 
vote  would  be  probably  misinterpreted  by  the 
public,  who  might  believe  that  he  was  unfriend- 
ly to  the  independence  of  the  Booth  Americas ; 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  believed,  that 
there  could  be  an  American  Legislator  in  the 
19  th  century,  who  could  be  unfriendly  to  civil 
liberty,  and  tne  rights  of  man,  anywhere.  That 
he  felt  great  gratification  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  success  in  which 
the  struggle  of  the  South  Americans  had  even- 
tuated; and  that  he  refrained  from  voting  to 
recognize  them,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
which  he  wished  to  make  known,  by  spreading 
them  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House,  the  only 
permanent  and  authentic  record.  This  was 
partly  a  national,  and  partly  a  personal  motive ; 
but  there  was  a  secondarv  motive,  which  was 
entirely  personal.  He  wished  it  to  be  known 
that  he  nad  not  voted  entirely  without  i^eflec- 
tion,  or  from  caprice  or  prejudice,  by  making 
known  his  reasons,  which,  whether  well  or  ill- 
founded,  would  show  that  he  had  bestowed 
some  consideration  on  the  subject.  With  this 
view  he  offered  the 'following  declaration,  and 
moved  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  Journal: 

I  voted  against  the  recognition  of  the  late  Ameri- 
can Provinces  of  Spain,  not  becadse  I  am  opposed  to 
their  independence,  on  the  contraiy,  I  rejoice  in  its 
accomplishment,  and  believe  that  it  would  he  even 
better  for  them  to  be  independent  with  a  worse  form 
of  government,  than  to  be  dependent  with  a  better ; 
but  I  voted  against  it  because  I  am  of  opinion, 

That  recognition  most  be  either  the  mere  formal 
declaration  of  a  fact  which  will  be  inoperative,  and 
therefore  useless,  or  it  must  be  sabstandal,  and  pro- 
pose some  advantage  to  one  or  both  of  the  parties — 
that,  if  it  be  substantial,  it  must  be  intended  either 
to  impart  to  the  party  recognized  the  physical  means, 
or  the  moral  force,  necessary  to  accomplish  their 
revolution,  or  to  establish  relations  for  tiie  mutual 
benefit  of  both  the  partiea  oonoemed — ^that  the  idea 
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of  aadstance,  to  oonmimmate  a  revolntion,  concedes 
that  it  is  not  oompleted,  and  is  incompatible  with 
the  neutral  obligations  to  the  country  claiming  jnris- 
diotion ;  and  that  the  second  alternatiTe  of  mutual 
benefit  rednoes  it  to  a  question  of  policy,  in  which 
it  is  only  necessary  to  balance  the  good  with  the 
evil: 

That  we  have  no  right  to  recognize  nations  because 
tiiey  hare  adopted  forms  of  government  congenial 
with  our  own,  if  our  recognition  would  not  otherwise 
be  proper ;  and,  to  maintain  this  doctrine,  would  be 
to  assert  the  odious  principle  of  legitimacy,  that  na- 
tions have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  each  other,  which  must  be  beneficial  or  in- 
{'urious,  accordingly  as  fi^ee  principles  or  despotism 
lappens  to  prevail  in  the  world ;  and  that,  for  this 
reason  also,  the  present  is  a  question  of  policy,  not  of 
principle : 

That,  the  period  having  past  when  our  recognition 
of  the  independent  Governments  of  South  America 
could  be  of  any  substantial  benefit  to  them  ;  their  in- 
dependence being  already  firmly  established ;  it  is  im- 
politic in  us,  for  the  sake  of  any  advantages  which 
either  party  is  likely  to  derive  from  an  intercourse  at 
this  time,  to  risk  those  we  already  possess : 

That»  if  Spain  only,  through  mistaken  pride,  re- 
sents our  act,  though  perhaps  too  feeble  to  carry  on  a 
war  with  us,  she  may  interdict  our  commerce  with 
her  remaining  colonies,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  a  trade 
more  valuable  than  any  we  can  expect  to  substitute, 
for  a  long  time,  with  the  independent  provinces : 

That,  if  the  importance  of  this  trade  to  those  colo- 
nies should  induce  them  to  revolt,  or  our  recognition 
itself  should  produce  in  them  revolutionary  move- 
ments, the  island  of  Cuba,  the  most  valuable  to  us, 
will  either  fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  colored 
population,  or  of  our  jealous  and  ambitious  rival, 
England,  or  we  must  occupy  it  ourselves,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  war  with  that  rival,  who  will  certainly 
seek  to  prevent  that  occupation  at  the  same  cost : 

That  the  elements  of  new  revolutions  still  exist  in 
Mexico,  in  consequence  of  the  power  and  iufluence  of 
the  priesthood  and  the  landed  aristocracy,  who  gave 
their  aid  to  the  late  revolution,  under  the  belief  that 
they  were  to  have  an  imperial  government,  which  se- 
cures to  them  their  property — which  probably  cannot 
be  carried  into  operation,  and  which,  if  attempted,  it 
is  said,  will  be  resisted  by  the  Republic  of  Colombia 
— and  that  these  commotions  will  still  farther  retard 
the  return  of  their  productive  labor  to  domestic  in- 
dustry. 

That  the  situation  of  Mexioo  is  somewhat  equivo- 
cal in  relation  to  its  claim  to  reoog^nition,  as  it  appears 
by  the  letter  of  the  American  Chargd  d'Affaires  near 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  that  the  authorized  agents  of 
that  Government,  after  the  revolt  of  Iturbide,  and  the 
adoption  of  articles  of  government,  was  known  to 
them,  still  contemplated  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
Empire,  as  it  concerns  this  province. 

And,  finally,  that  circumstances  do  not  warrant 
precipitancy — ^that  the  great  interests  of  both  parties 
will  be  endangered  without  any  adequate^  motive  for 
the  risk ;  and  that  the  temporary  eclat  which  priority 
of  recognition  may  obtain  for  us,  is  not  to  be  put  in- 
opposition  to  the  great  permanent  interests  of  both 
countries,  which  will  be  best  promoted  by  adhering, 
on  their  part,  to  the  sage  monitions  inculcated  in  the 
language  of  one  of  their  most  distinguished  patriots, 
lEUvadavia,  who  declared,  as  late  as  September  last, 
*^  that  they  did  not  seek  the  recognition  of  other  na- 


tions, because  it  must  operate,  if  untuooesiful,  to  tht 
humiliation  of  the  provinces,  and  if  snocenfnl,  to  nuK 
lead  the  people,  by  persuading  them  that  such  recog- 
nition was  tJl  sufficient  to  their  political  exiitenee 
and  happiness ;  that  the  most  efficacious  system  would 
be  to  establish  order  and  wise  institutions  (rf'govero- 
ment  throughout  the  provinces,  and  to  show  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  fraternity  of  other  nations,  whea 
it  would  be  voluntarily  offered  ;**  and,  on  our  psrt, 
by  abstaining  to  propose  that  fraternity,  until  the  el^ 
ments  of  their  political  society,  purified  from  tbe 
crimes  and  corruption  engendered  by  former  oppres- 
sion, have  settled  down  into  order,  and  they  have 
fully  demonstrated  their  capacity  for  self-government, 
and  until  we  are  mutually  in  a  condition  to  deriTS 
advantages  from  a  free  intercourse,  which  will  OTe^ 
balance  the  considerations  of  the  evil,  which  imme- 
diate recognition  presents,  without  a  prospect  of  good. 

ROBERT  S.  GARNHrrr, 
A  member /rom  Vitymia. 

The  qnestion  being  taken  upon  entering  the 
said  written  declaration  on  th6  Journals  of  the 
liouse,  it  was  negatived,  ayes  49,  noes  51. 

Exchange  of  Stocks. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  anthorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain 
stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent.,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  TucKEB,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said  he  should  not  again 
have  troubled  the  House  upon  the  subject^  bot 
for  the  very  singular  course  which  had  marked 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  and  bat  for  the  utter 
repugnance  he  felt  for  the  measure — ^a  loan  bill 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  profound  peace;  that 
he  considered  the  subject^  as  the  friends  of  it 
had  said,  of  "vital  importance''  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  as  a  precedent.  He  said  that  the 
bill,  as  now  amended,  was  more  objectionable 
than  at  first ;  that  it  now  allowed  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  of  1814  and  1815,  as  well  as 
1812  and  1818,  to  be  postponed  and  put  further 
off.  It  was  now  a  proposition  to  create  a  loan 
of  twenty-six  millions  to  discharge  so  much  of 
the  public  debt  which  falls  redeemable  in  1825, 
'26,  '27,  '28,  and  to  postpone  the  payment 
thereof  until  a  more  diatant  period, — taxing 
the  community,  in  the  mean  time,  and  for  all 
that  time,  with  an  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
which  interest,  as  mentioned  on  a  former  day, 
was  upwards  of  ^yq  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  had  urged  several  grounds  for  its  pas- 
sage :  first,  that  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  secondly,  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  discharge  the  debt  when  it 
falls  redeemable;  and,  foreseeing  that  ^^en^ 
now  was  the  golden  moment,  now  the  accepted 
time,  to  make  a  good  bargain  out  of  the  money 
brokers,  and,  by  so  doing,  to  save  to  the  nation 

•  Bee  letter  of  J.  M.  Forbes,  of  the  17th  of  Septamb^i 
1821. 
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the  payment  of  6  and  7  per  cent  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  sabstitnte  in  lieu  thereof 
5  per  cent  These  arguments,  be  said,  had 
been  answered,  and  that  satisfactorilj,  in  his 
opmion,  bj  his  honorable  friends  from  ^  New 
York,  (Mr.  Tbaoy,)  from  Gonnecticnt,*  (Mr. 
ToMUNSON,)  and  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant.) It  had  been  demonstrated  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  stockholders  will  not  ac- 
cept the  exchange  yon  propose,  unless  it  shall 
be  more  advantageous  to  them  than  the  con- 
tract they  now  hold  on  you,  and  consequently 
more  disadvantageous  to  the  Government ;  so 
that  it  is  to  make  a  bargain  in  any  event,  if 
we  bargain  at  all ;  and  he  said  they  had,  more- 
over, shown  that  there  was  no  good  reason  to 
^prehend  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
would  fall,  unless  uncompromitted  by  some 
sach  measure  as  the  bill.  But,  he  said,  yield- 
mg  to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  the  truth  of  both 
the  facts  they  had  assumed,  namely,  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the  debt  of  1825,  1826, 
1827,  and  1828,  when  it  falls  redeemable,  and 
that  money  will  be  more  in  demand  and  the  in- 
terest higher ;  yet  he  contended  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  was  not  established  ;  he  said, 
the  argument  which  goes  to  show  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  pay  off  the  public  debt,  presupposes 
and  assumes  for  its  basis,  that  there  is  to  be  no 
material  increase  in  the  revenue,  nor  any  mato- 
rial  change  in  the  economy  of  the  affairs  of  the 
nation ;  and  he  begged  gentlemen  to  say, 
whether  the  same  arguments,  if  admitted  to  be 
correct,  did  not  go  conclusively  to  show  that 
we  never  should  be  able  to  pay  the  public  debt 
He  said,  if  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
the  reduction  of  public  expenditure,  will  not 
enable  the  Government  to  pay  off  a  good  por- 
tion of  the  debt  in  two,  three,  four,  five,  and 
six  years,  he  should  like  to  Jmow  what  was  to 
happen  after  that  period  to  enable  them  to  pay 
the  debt ;  and,  said  he,  I  pray  gentlemen,  who 
rdy  so  much  more  on  their  predictions  for  our 
inability  to  pay  the  debt,  than  on  exertions  to 
pay  it,  to  open  to  us  the  events  of  futurity,  and 
give  us  a  view,  if  it  be  but  a  faint  one,  of  the 
prosperity  which  is  after  that  time  to  advance 
oar  revenue  and  resources  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
pay  this  debt,  with  an  accumulation  of  fifty -five 
per  cent  on  it,  that  we  may  have  faith,  and, 
naving  faith,  we  may  live  in  hopes,  that,  with- 
OQt  any  exertion  but  the  mere  process  of  cre- 
ating new  loans  to  pay  off  old  ones,  we  shall 
some  day  relieve  the  country  of  this  enormous 
debt  And  if  they  would  be  kind  enough,  he 
laid,  to  develop  the  process  by  which  men  or 
nations  could  get  out  of  debt  by  borrowing,  it 
would  be  a  most  acceptable  invention  in  these 
times.  The  argument,  he  said,  which  was  ad- 
vanced to  show  that  the  interest  on  money 
would  increase  in  a  year  or  two,  and  hence  the 
ooDclosion  that  we  ought  to  borrow  while  in- 
terest is  low  and  before  it  rises,  was  founded 
upon  the  assertion  that  the  capital  in  the  coun- 
try, which  was  now  unemployed,  would  in  • 
ihort  time  be  employed  in  a  profitable  com- 


merce ;  that  commerce  was  increasing,  and 
would  increase,  and  would  employ  the  capital 
of  the  country.  So  be  it,  sela  be ;  and  what 
does  it  prove  ? 

If  commerce  increases  and  fiourishes,  does  it 
not  inevitably  advance,  in  the  proportion  of  its 
increase,  the  revenue  of  the  nation?  Most 
assuredly  it  does.  And,  if  the  revenue  thus  in- 
creases, it  gives  the  means  directly  and  inevita- 
bly to  pay  off  the  debt.  For,  in  the  same  ex- 
tent, you  admit  the  argument  contended  for,  he 
said,  that  the  capital  of  the  country  would  be 
employed  in  prontable  commerce,  and  therefore 
coi]dd  not  be  obtained  on  loan,  but  at  a  higher 
interest  than  now,  also  proved  with  it  a  like 
proportion  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
an  increase  of  the  revenue  gave  the  means  of 

Saying  the  debt;  and  the  argument  thus  urged, 
e  said,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  was  most  clearly 
against  it  So,  he  sdd,  to  him,  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  that,  tske  the  argument  either  or  both 
ways  in  which  it  had  been  contended  for,  that 
it  was  against  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the 
measure.  But,  said  he,  we  are  told  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  are  to  be  saved  to  the  nation 
by  this  bill,  and  several  hundred  thousand 
every  year.    Astonishing  result,  he  s^d,  to  be 

S reduced  by  borrowing  money.  It  was  vain 
elusion  to  talk  of  saving  millions,  while  you 
plunged  the  nation  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt ;' 
while  you  increased  and  extended  the  amount 
of  interest,  and  gave  it  a  sort  of  pei^tuity  on 

{)Osterity  that  seems  without  end,  it  is  vain  de- 
usion  to  talk  of  saving ;  it  was  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal sophism  in  which  he  did  not  believe ;  the 
fact,  he  said,  was  not  so;  unless  gentlemen 
meant  to  make  the  debt  perpetoal,  to  adopt  the 
old  maxim — a  pvhlic  debt  a  public  hlemng — 
then,  to  be  sure,  it  would  be  some  temporary 
relief  to  the  finances  to  pay  one  per  cent,  less 
on  the  debt.  How  stood  the  facts,  he  asked,  in 
this  case?  Say  a  part  of  the  debt  is  proposed 
not  to  be  redeemed  until  the  end  of  eleven 
years,  and  you  agree,  in  the  mean  time,  to  pay 
five  per  cent  per  annum,  quarterly,  on  the 
debt,  is  it  not  an  agreement  to  pay  fifty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  money  loaned,  before  you  return 
it,  you  being  allowed  eleven  years  credit  forthe 
principal,  by  paying,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Quarterly,  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury ?  On  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
for  twenty  years,  at  this  rate,  you  pay  in  all 
forty  millions,  and  the  twenty  millions  of  inter- 
est, quarter  yearly ;  whereas  the  same  loan  of 
twenty  millions,  continued  but  ^y^  years  at  six 
per  cent,  will  only  amount  to  twenty-six  mil- 
lions ;  the  difference,  therefore,  in  favor  of  six 
per  cent  for  a  few  years,  is  more  favorable  to 
the  nation  than  paying  five  per  cent  for  a  great 
number  of  years ;  ^y^  per  cent  for  eleven  years 
makes  an  aggregate  of  interest,  on  any  given 
sum,  fifty-five  per  cent ;  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  for  nine  years,  makes  an  aggregate  of  in- 
terest, on  the  same  sum,  but  fifty-four  per 
cent ;  hence,  he  said,  it  was  most  clear  that  the 
actual  saving  to  the  nation  was  in  the  same  pro- 
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portion  as  the  debt  was  extingaished  within 
nine  years,  beyond  what  it  would  be  to  con- 
tinue and  put  off  the  payment  of  any  part  until 
the  end  of  eleven  years.  So  much,  he  said,  he 
had  thought  proper  to  say  in  addition  to  what 
had  been  heretofore  said  on  the  dollar  and  c^it 
part  of  the  argument. 

But,  he  said,  there  were  other  points  of  view 
in  which  this  subject  might  be  profitably  re> 
oeived  and  considered.  Loans  or  a  national 
debt,  under  a  certain  administration,  was  once 
considered  a  national  blessine,  but  it  had  been 
long  since  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  a  na- 
tional debt  was  a  nation^s  curse ;  we  then  de- 
precated a  national  debt,  and  we  still  continue 
to  view  it  as  a  national  evil;  but  it  would 
seem,  he  said,  that  times  change,  and  we  change 
with  the  times.  That  very  system  which,  un- 
der a  former  Administration,  was  opposed, 
abused,  and  cried  down,  as  tending  directly  to 
the  oppression  of  the  people,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  we  now  propose  to 
adopt  and  speak  of  with  as  much  indifference 
and  unconcern  as  if  it  was  of  but  momentary 
consequence;  that  very  system  of  loans  and 
public  debt  was  one  of  the  levers  that  over- 
threw that  administration,  and  established  in  its 
stead  an  administration  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment— ^an  administration  which  consulted 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  studied  the  per- 
petuation of  American  liberty — an  administra- 
tion which  arrested  the  career  to  consolidation 
and  profusion,  and  restored  correct  principles 
and  economy — an  administration  that,  with  less 
capital  and  wealth  in  the  nation;  ^ith  less 
population ;  with  fewer  resources  than  we  now 
possess ;  yes,  with  the  remains  of  means  of  the 
preceding  administration,  extinguished  about 
sixty-five  millions  of  the  public  debt.  And 
how  was  it  done  ?  It  was  effected,  he  said,  by 
the  then  Executive  of  the  nation  turning  its  at- 
tention to  the  deranged  finances  of  the  country, 
correcting  the  faults,  errors,  and  profusions, 
that  had  crept  into  the  various  Departments  of 
the  Government,  and  by  husbanding  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  and  which  had  been  es- 
teemed, in  the  preceding  administration,  so 
inadequate  to  the  annual  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  that  direct  and  internal  taxes 
had  been  leviea  with  a  liberal  hand,  on  the 
people,  to  supply  the  alleged  deficits  in  the  rev- 
enue, derived  from  imports  and  tonnage,  &c. 
All  these  obnoxious  and  oppressive  laws  were 
repealed,  and,  notwithstanding  the  clamorous 
predictions  of  ruin  and  devastation  which  was 
to  overtake  the  nation,  by  reason  of  the  new 
organization  of  things  which  were  everywhere 
uttered  by  the  enemies  of  that  administration, 
the  sage  of  Monticello,  to  the  utter  astonish- 
ment and  confusion  of  his  enemies,  not  only 
kept  the  Government  in  operation  and  in  peace, 
but  with  the  remains  of  means  extingui^ed 
about  sixty-five  millions  of  public  debt 

He  said,  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
House  to  say,  whether  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  the  members,  however  industrious  and  per- 


severing, if  they  perform  the  duties  of  the 
House  and  those  on  committees,  to  become  wdl 
acquainted,  even  in  the  course  of  several  ses- 
sions, with  the  expenditures  in  the  different  de- 
partments, and  the  labor,  and  service,  and  na- 
ture of  service  reqxdred,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
suggest  and  point  to  reform  in  every  one,  and 
to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  had  been  disbursed 
without  the  authority  of  law — he  said,  so  nn- 
merous  and  complicated  are  its  concerns,  tlut 
it  is  almost  wholly  impracticable,  and  hence, 
said  he,  we  have  to  confine  our  ef^rts  to  the 
more  prominent  establishments  of  the  coontiy, 
the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and  attempts  at  the 
Civil  department.  The  Army,  said  he,  we  re- 
duced last  session,  and  that  department  had 
introduced  and  was  approaching,  a  degree  of 
economy  not  observed,  it  was  believed,  in  anj 
other.  And  is  there,  he  said,  no  necessity  for 
attention  to  this  subject?  He  said  that  some- 
thing like  five  millions  a  year  was  appropriated 
by  03ngress  in  the  nature  of  its  expenditure^ 
more  or  less  contingent — some  of  it  altogether 
contingent,  the  residue  depending  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  various  persons  in  its  administration 
and  disbursement.  He  did  not  say  that  abuses 
had  taken  place,  and  if  there  was  not,  he  said, 
it  was  right  upon  principle  to  investigate  and 
to  understand,  but  that,  from  the  manner  of  re- 
porting the  accounts  of  the  various  expendi- 
tures to  the  House,  but  little  or  no  information 
is  afforded;  they  are  chiefiy  reported  in  sun- 
dries— so  much  for  sundries,  &c.,  and  he  could 
not  any  better  judge  after  such  accounts  came 
in  than  before,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  ex- 
penditure, but  he  supposed  it  was  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  auditors  kept  their  ac- 
counts; he  supposed  they  just  sent  extracts 
from  their  ledgers.  He  said  he  observed  some 
items,  however,  that  he  could  find  no  authority 
for,  but  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  House 
with  the  mention  of  them  upon  this  occasion, 
but  he  just  observed  that  in  an  appropriaticHi 
of  $80,000  for  an  Indian  treaty,  he  saw  tffl 
thousand  dollars  set  down  as  so  much  given 
away,  for  which  there  was  no  other  evidence 
than  the  word  or  certificate  of  the  givers  of  the 
money;  $10,000  paid  in  part  for  the  cession 
obtained,  the  residue  absorbed  in  expenses  and 
wages.  Look  at  the  contingent  expenses  upon 
almost  any  subject,  and  see  if  there  is  no* 
something  of  the  same  want  of  attention  to  the 
public  interest;  this  he  mentioned  as  a  sma^ 
circumstance  that  had  just  crossed  his  mind;  n 
was  small  compared  to  other  appropriations-- 
he  knew  of  no  authority  for  giving  fi^*£j?^ 
public  money,  and  none  for  admitting  credits 
and  disbursements  without  evidence ;  it  might, 
he  said,  be  right,  but  it  was  certainly  a  danger- 
ous sort  of  principle  to  sanction — ^irresponsiou- 
ity  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money;  ^' 
deed,  he  said  it  would  seem  there  was  some- 
how or  other  too  much  indifference  a^^*  ^? 
expenditure  of  public  money.  The  Ghent 
wmmissioners  are,  he  said,  a  singular  evidence 
upon  the  subject;   these  commissioners  have 
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beea  for  five  or  six  yenrs  drawing  immense 
flams  of  money  oat  of  the  Treasary,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  time  about  their  own  busi- 
ness ;  some  excuse  or  other  is  offered  for  not 
completing  the  business,  but  the  money  goes, 
if  the  business  stands;  and  they  are  retained 
on  wages.  Captain  Cook  or  Sir  W.  Raleigh,  he 
said,  would  have  sailed  round  the  world  two  or 
three  times  while  these  commissioners  have 
been  engaged  in  running  a  line  upon  a  Tcry 
small  part  of  its  surface.  He  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  these  subjects,  as  most  likely 
not  to  have  escaped  the  eye,  yet  nothing  is 
said;  and  he  would  suggest,  uiese  items  were 
in  his  opinion  neither  the  most  jQagrant  nor 
most  numerous.  Look  at  various  reports  and 
Jadse  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  observed,  that,  although  the 
bill  before  the  House,  even  as  it  had  been 
aii|^oded«  did  not  please  him  in  all  its  details, 
yet,  imperfect  as  it  was  in  his  estimation,  he 
deemed  it  in  principle  to  be  a  measure  ao  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country  tiiat  it  should  recieve 
his  decided  support.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnson)  has  complained  that  the 
friends  of  retrenchment,  of  whom  he  professed 
to  be  one  of  the  most  zealous,  were  denounced 
as  radicals  and  enemies  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. Mr.  B.  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  application  such  remarks  had  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration.  If  they  had  any,  for 
one  he  could  observe,  that  denunciations  of  this 
kiod  would  have  no  terrors  for  him.  He  neitiier 
dedred  nor  expected  any  favor  from  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  sdld  he  trusted  that  whilst  he  held 
tha  hifh  and  honorable  station  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people,  he  should  neither  wish  nor 
ask  for  any  other  distinetion.  He  was,  therefore, 
alike  indifferent  whether  he  was  called  a  radical 
or  an  ultra. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  present  amount  of  the 
national  debt  might  be  stated,  for  the  sake  of 
even  numbers,  at  $98,000,000.  $68,000,000  of 
this  sum  is  the  balance  of  the  war  loans  yet 
remaining  unpaid,  and  bearing  an  interest  of 
ox  and  of  seven  per  cent  per  annum.  This 
balance  will  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Government,  in  the  years  1826,  1826, 1827, 
and  1828.  The  measure  proposed  by  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  an  exchange  of  $26,000,000  of  this 
■tock,  upon  which  the  Government  now  pav 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  for  stock 
to  that  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
eeot  and  not  redeemable  until  18S0, 1881, 1882, 
and  1888.  This  exchange,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, can  now  be  effected.  The  only  question, 
tiierelbre,  to  be  decided,  is  the  poUcy  of  the 
loeasure. 

It  is  said  by  its  enemies  that  this  bill  should 
aot  pass,  because  it  will  deprive  the  Government 
of  the  m>wer  of  redeeming  $26,000,000  of  the 
l^Q^  debt,  during  the  years  in  which  it  wlU 
become  due.  If  Uie  slightest  prospect  existed 
that  we  should  be  able  to  pay  the  $68,000,000 
diffing  those  years,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  admit 
tbis  would  be  a  conclusive  objection  to  the  bill. 


Unquestionably  we  should  not  deprive  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  discharging  our  debts, 
whenever  we  shall  have  the  ability.  But  does 
any  gentleman,  however  sanguine  he  may  be  in 
his  (^culations,  really  believe  that  our  revenue, 
during  the  years  1826,  1826,  1827,  and  1828, 
will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
whole  of  the  national  debt,  and  sink  $68,000,000 
of  the  principal?  During  each  of  the  two  last 
years  our  debt  has  been  increased  upwards  of 
$2,000,000 ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  annual  report,  has  informed  us  that  until 
1826,  the  year  when  the  first  of  the  war  loans 
may  be  redeemed,  be  does  not  calculate  that 
our  ordinary  receipts  will  enable  him  to  do 
more  than  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  payment  to  the  public  creditors  of  the  smaU 
balance  yet  unpaid  of  the  deferred  six  per  cent, 
stock.  That  officer,  we  are  informed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
now  believes,  from  the  late  improvement  in 
the  revenue,  that  the  $2,000,000  of  six  nercent 
stock  owned  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stated, 
may  also  be  dbcharged  during  the  intermediate 
years.  This,  however,  is  the  utmost  extent, 
beyond  which  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
have  not  carried  us. 

K  you  should  delay  making  such  a  provision 
as  that  contemplated  by  this  bill  until  1826,  what 
will  then  be  your  situation?  During  that  and 
the  three  subsequent  years,  yon  will  either  have 
a  debt  of  $66,000,000  to  discharge,  or  you  will 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  it  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent  If  you  pay  the  amount^  you  must  provide 
the  means,  by  resorting  to  loans ;  and  your  ne- 
cessities will  then  compel  you  to  borrow  so  much 
at  once,  that  the  value  of  money  will  be  raised 
in  the  market,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain 
it  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  it  can  now  be  procured. 
Is  it  not,  therefore,  infinitely  more  politic  to 
make  the  contemplated  exchange  of  $26,000,000 
at  the  present  time,  when  it  can  be  done  upon 
advantageous  terms,  than,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  trust  to  the  future? 

Should  this  exchange  be  effected  to  its  full 
extent,  there  wOl  remam  still  $87,000,000,  which 
we  may  pay  in  1826,  1826,  1827,  and  1828;  up- 
wards of  $9,000,000  each  year.  This  sum  so 
greatly  exceeds  that  portion  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  principtd  of 
the  debt  during  those  years,  even  should  it  be 
in  operation  to  the  full  extent  at  present  con- 
templated by  law,  that  we  shall  then  be  obliged 
to  borrow  large  sums  of  money.  Tbis  bill  is 
calculated  to  divide  the  pressure.  Let  us  now 
make  an  exchange  of  a  part  upon  good  terms ; 
and  by  doing  so,  we  shall  secure  to  ourselves 
infinitely  better  terms  for  the  balance  in  1826, 
1826,  1827,  and  1828,  than  we  could  otherwise 
expect 

Mr.  B.  said  he  believed  this  ta  be  the  auspi- 
cious moment  for  making  the  exchange.  Trade 
is  reviTing,  and  the  demand  for  money  becoming 
consequently  greater.     Should  we  realize  the 
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commmercial  advantages  which  we  expect  from 
our  declaration,  that  the  South  American  prov- 
inces are  free  and  independent,  new  avennes 
will  he  opened  for  mercantile  enterprise,  and  for 
the  employment  of  that  capital  which  now  re- 
mains idle.  The  interest  of  money  mast  rise  as 
the  demand  for  it  increases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  Spain  should,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of 
justice  and  of  the  laws  of  nations,  declare  war 
against  ns  for  recognizing  the  independence  of 
her  colonies,  or  even  threaten  it,  the  necessary 
result  must  he  a  depression  in  the  price  of  your 
stocks.  The  experience  of  every  country  in  a 
state  of  actual  or  prohahle  war,  proves  the  truth 
of  this  position.  This,  then,  appears  to  he  the 
favorable  time  which,  if  we  suffer  to  pass  away, 
may  never  again  return. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  exchange  will 
be  an  annual  saving  of  $260,000.  My  friend 
from  KeDtucky,  said  Mr  B.,  who  is  so  laudably 
desirous  of  introducing  economy  in  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  should  have  included 
this  item  in  his  calculations. 

The  present  bill,  we  have  been  informed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  is  a  financial  measure  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Now,  although  the  opinion  of 
that  officer,  even  in  matters  of  finance,  should 
not  be  authority ;  yet,  from  his  character  and 
official  station,  it  is  entitled  to  much  weight. 
"When  there  is  doubt — when  the  judgment  is 
nearly  balanced,  it  should  at  least  turn  the  scale. 
If  Congress  reject  this  measure,  thus  recom- 
mended, and  if  we  shall  be  compelled  to  accept 
much  worse  terms  in  1825  than  the  bill  pro- 
poses, our  constituents  would  have  a  just  right 
to  complain  of  our  conduct. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  expressing  his  decided 
opinion  that,  in  whatever  view  this  bill  could 
be  presented,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  he  hoped  it  might  pass. 

Mr.  Fuller  expressed  his  sentiments  against 
the  bill,  and,  among  other  objections,  he  urged 
that  it  provided  for  giving  to  one  class  of  the 
public  creditors  an  advantage  over  another,  by 
permitting  the  holders  of  stocks  of  different 
loans  and  value  to  come  in  and  avail  themselves 
of  a  common  privilege.  He  remarked,  that  if 
the  state  of  tlie  stock  market  should  be  the  same 
two  years  hence  as  at  present,  this  would  be  a 
losing  bargain,  and  he  thought  the  chances  of  its 
favorable  fluctuation  was  not  such  as  to  authorize 
the  calculations  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  he 
rose  to  address  the  House  at  this  stage  of  the 
billj  not  with  a  view  of  trespassing  long  on  its 

Eatience  in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  he 
ad  hoped  a  few  days  since  was  finally  disposed 
o^  and  the  reconsideration  of  which  was  not  to 
be  anticipated.  However,  in  the  vicissitude  of 
events,  it  has  so  happened  that  it  is  again  pre- 
sented ;  and  a  sense  of  imperious  duty  compel- 
led him  to  solicit  their  indulgence,  whilst  he 
briefly  expressed  his  own,  and,  he  believed,  the 
sentiments  of  those  by  whose  confidence  he*  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  this  House. 


This  bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  propoM 
to  a  specific  class  of  its  creditors  an  exchange  of 
$26,000,000  of  stock,  bearinff  an  interest  of  6 
per  cent,  for  a  like  amount  of  6  and  7  per  cant 
stock ;  and  the  only  inducement  held  out  to 
present  selected  stockholders,  is  the  exteDsioii 
of  the  term  of  redemption  some  four  or  five 
years. 

A  single  moment's  reflection  on  the  character 
of  the  measure,  produces  the  conviction  that  it  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  loan  in  disgiuBe, 
and  that,  too,  by  anticipation. 

The  people,  whose  will  he  is  bound  to  obey, 
judging  from  lessons  of  experience,  condemn  the 
habit  of  resorting  to  loans  in  times  of  profoosd 
peace  to  sustain  the  operations  of  Government, 
or  any  measure  calculated  to  rivet  upon  them  or 
their  posterity  an  immense  debt,  which  they 
are  not  as  yet  prepared  to  admit  is  a  natioDal 
blessing.  In  the  hour  of  war  and  di£Scnlty,  it 
is  true,  their  patriotism  and  devotion  create  an 
inexhaustible  fund,  upon  which  their  repreaoit- 
atives  may  draw,  with  confidence,  unlimited 
bills  of  credit.  But,  when  the  tempest  \m  snb- 
sided,  and  serenity  succeeds,  they  in  return  re- 
quire that  prudence  and  economy  should  be 
observed,  and  aid  in  relieving  them  from  aoon- 
mulated  pressure.  They  will  not  he  satisfied 
with  empty  professions ;  they  act  when  neces- 
sary, and  we,  as  their  ffuthful  representatiTeB, 
ought  to  fbllow  their  example. 

A  Government  is  justiy  assimilated  by  tbeni 
to  an  individual,  and  the  same  results  relied  od 
from  the  same  causes.  What  would  pablio  sen- 
timent pronounce,  then,  of  an  individual  who 
managed  his  private  concerns  in  a  manner  re- 
quiring  a  habitual  resort  to  bank  acoommodsr 
tions  or  loans  to  defray  bis  ordinary  expense^ 
or  discharge  his  debts?  To  say  the  1©^^ 
would  negative  the  idea  of  his  prudenoe,  and 
calculate  with  certainty  on  his  ultimate  emba^ 
rassment  and  humiliation. 

This  system  of  measures,  he  contended,  creat- 
ed and  confirmed  a  moneyed  aristocracy  m  fl>^ 
country,  distinct  and  separate  in  their  feelings 
and  interest  from  the  great  mass  of  the  comma- 
nitv  -influencing,  as  he  feared,  at  this  moment, 
and  hereafter  destined  to  ^ve  tone  and  charac- 
ter to  all  our  national  measures ;  to  cause  lu- 
ury,  extravagance,  and  idleness,  to  supplant  the 
virtuous  republican  manners,  the  economy,  the 
active  enterprise,  and  hardy  labor  of  our  ances- 
tors— sap  the  public  virtue,  and  ultimately  d^ 
molish  the  Government  of  the  people.  Should 
they  stop  short  of  those  dreadful  resnlts,  they 
will  at  least  paralyze  the  public  ent«rprB0 
and  retard  its  prosperity,  by  diverting  the 
capital  of  the  country  from  pwmanent  estab- 
lishments, requiring  labor,  care,  and  ingenui^i 
and  yielding  but  a  moderate  though  sore  profit, 
into  funded  debt.  Wealth  is  power— moneys 
said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war.  Place  the  purse  or 
the  credit  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  a  privi- 
leged few,  or  of  foreigners,  and  sooner  or  la^ 
the  sword  will  accompany  it    These  may  he 
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considered  by  some  as  groundless  speculations-^ 
idle  feara.  They  are  snob  as  were  entertained 
bj  the  foanders  of  onr  Republic,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  other  oonntries  has  too  frequently  wit- 
nessed their  sad  reality.  Oan  the  nation  toler- 
ate the  humiliating  idea  of  being  the  debtors,  and 
consequently  subject  to  the  supercilious  interfer- 
ence and  control  of  a  foreign  nation  jealous  of 
oor  rising  greatness  ?  If  not,  let  me  entreat  this 
Hoose  to  pause  before  they  adopt  this  measure ; 
for  I  yenturo  to  predict,  if  the  exchange  is  ef- 
fected, by  far  the  greater  portion  of  t£e  stock 
will  be  exported  to,  and  disposed  of,  in  a  foreign 
conntry — ^remitted,  in  other  and  more  specific 
Ungaage,  to  England. 

If  this  event  be  not  only  possible,  but  highly 
probable,  from  the  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange 
against  us,  and  we  should  hereafter  come  in 
collision  with  that  power,  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  vindioate  our  insulted  honor,  or  maintain 
our  rights,  can  we  resort  to  war  ?  Indeed,  can 
we  asBome,  in  any  respect,  the  proud  and  ele- 
vated attitude  of  an  independent,  high-minded 
nation  7  No.  That  same  honor  would  suspend 
the  arm  of  vengeance  until  the  debt  was  paid. 

But,  some  gentlemen  have  said  that  f^e  Gov- 
ernment would  acquire  additional  strength  and 
aecority;  that  your  enemy  would  be  interested 
in  preserving  peace,  to  prevent  a  confiscation  of 
their  debts.  This  is  by  no  means  a  novel  idea ; 
experience  has  long  since  proved  its  fallacy. 

Their  influence  will  be  exerted  to  depress  the 
public  spirit,  and  obtain  from  us  dishonorable 
concessions.  They  know  full  weU  that  the 
saerednees  of  public  debt  has  been  settled  by 
onirersal  consent,  and  that  no  nation  dare  to 
vicdateit. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dweU  on  consequences  so 
obrioDB  and  awful. 

What  is  the  pressing  emergency,  the  dire 
oeoeasity,  requiring  such  despatch — ^this  sudden 
risk  of  public  credit? 

Why  this  reversal  of  the  pleasing  prospects  of 
QV  increasing  commerce  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  revenue— the  fond  hope  of  the  speedy 
and  actual  payment  of  our  national  debt,  pre- 
aented  and  received  with  so  much  edat  at  tiie 
commencement  of  our  session  ?  Were  they  de- 
^ed  to  be  delusive  ?  It  would  be  uncharitable 
to  believe  so.  If  not,  why  is  it  that  our  Gov- 
oimient  is  now  represented  as  a  vessel  in  a  dead 
c^hn,  and  an  experienced  helmsman  warning 
Am  crew  of  a  distant  speck  in  the  horizon,  the 
Mrbinger  of  an  approaching  storm  ?  I  cannot 
Pwceive.  But,  if  the  present  side  of  the  picture 
be  the  real  one,  let  us  profit  by  experience ; 
haol  in  our  sails;  make  the  vessel  tight  and 
®Bg,  and  she  will  still  ride  the  waves  in  safety. 
Do  not  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Government 
WTolt  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  at  the  mercy 
<rf  brokers,  bankmen,  usurere,  stockjobbers,  and 
money  dealers  of  every  character,  some  of 
^hom,  I  suppose  it  would  be  admitted,  were 
fOTemed  exclusively  by  their  views  of  profit 
•"Jdloss,  or  ambition,  and  with  whom  patriotism 
^  be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  balance  ? 


When  was  the  real  money-lender^s  heart 
known  to  soften  at  distress,  or  his  demands 
lowered  by  the  extent  of  your  neces^ties  ?  How 
often  does  a  candid  acknowledgment  of  your 
inability  to  pay  enable  you  to  obtain  more 
favorable  terms  on  the  solicited  renewal  of  your 
bond?  Let  those  who  have  experienced  the 
blessings  of  bank  accommodations,  or  the  in- 
dulgences of  the  most  polite  creditors,  respond. 

Mr.  MoDuTFis  said,  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  a  very  great  diversity  of  opinion 
should  prevail  in  relation  to  the  proposition 
before  the  House  ;  nor,  was  it  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that,  on  a  financial  question  of  some 
novelty,  involving  the  consideration  of  millions 
of  the  public  debt,  the  House  should  not  only 
feel  a  deep  interest,  but  considerable  doubts  and 
difficulties.  But,  he  said,  he  was  much  surprised 
when  he  saw  the  two  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  F.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Woodson)  adding  to 
the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the  question  by  the 
introduction  of  topics  foreign  to  its  merits. 
One  of  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Woodson)  had 
boldly  disclaimed  all  regard  to  financial  calcula- 
tions, and  in  doing  so,  had  distinctly  disclaimed 
all  regard  to  the  only  considerations  that  ought 
to  have  any  weight  with  the  House.  And  he 
confessed  that,  after  this  broad  disclaimer  on  the 
part  of -that  gentleman,  he  was  not  surprised  at 
the  wide  and  excursive  range  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  debate.  But,  sir,  said  he,  this  is 
essentially  a  financial  question,  and  I  cannot 
conceive  how  we  can  determine  whether  or  not 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  it,  if  we  do  not  descend 
to  the  business  of  calculation.  We  must  inquire, 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  public  debt?  When 
will  it  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Government?  And  what  then  will  be  ^e  prob- 
able capacity  of  the  Gk)vemment  to  effect  the 
redemption  ?  Now  it  is  admitted  on  idl  handS| 
and,  if  it  were  not  admitted,  it  is  apparent  from 
the  official  documents  before  us,  that  during  the 
years  1826,  '6,  *7,  and  '8,  sixty-tiiree  millions  of 
the  public  debt,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and 
seven  per  pent.,  will  become  redeemable.  It  is 
equally  apparent,  that  the  surplus  which  shall 
remain  of  the  ordinary  revenue,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
discharging  the  interest  of  the  national  debt, 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  redeem  within  fifty  mil- 
lions of  the  sum  that  will  be  thus  redeemable.  8ir, 
when  these  two  proportions  are  granted,  which 
no  gentleman  has  denied  or  can  deny,  it  requires 
no  great  powers  of  logic  to  deduce  the  conse- 
quences. They  are  clear  and  inevitable.  We 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  by  direct  taxation,  between  this  time 
and  the  year  1828,  or  we  must  procrastinate 
the  period  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt. 

The  former  alternative  is  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  gentleman  would  seriously  recom- 
mend so  enormous  a  tax  for  such  an  object,  at 
a  time  when  we  are  but  just  recovering  from 
the  most  overwhelming  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment that  ever  befell  a  prosperous  nation — an 
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embarrassment,  too,  wliioh  we  must  trace  to 
that  very  war  in  which  this  debt  was  contracted. 
Indeed  one,  or  perhaps  both  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  took  occasion  to  deprecate  a 
resort  to  direct  taxes,  in  the  very  act  of  oppos- 
ing, upon  the  broadest  priociplee,  the  only 
measure  by  which  such  taxes  can  be  avoided. 
This  seemed  to  involve  an  inconsistency  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain. 
But,  said  he,  as  it  is  granted  that  a  direct  tax  is 
not  contemplated,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  we  must  procrastinate  the  x>eriod 
at  which  the  public  debt  shall  be  redeemable ; 
and  it  only  remains  to  be  determined  how  this 
can  be  effected  on  terms  most  advantageous  to 
the  Government.  It  may  be  reasonably  esti- 
mated, as  already  intimated,  that  there  wiU  be 
fifty  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  which  will  be 
redeemable  at  or  before  the  year  1828,  and 
which  the  Government  cannot  then  redeem. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  public  creditors  ask 
it  as  a  favor  that  we  should  not  pay  them  the 
principal  of  their  debt,  and  tell  us  that,  if  we 
will  tirow  forward  the  period  of  redemption, 
they  will  take  five  per  cent,  instead  of  six  and 
seven.  In  other  words,  they  will  exchange 
their  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable 
four  or  &Ye  years  hence,  fbr  five  per  cent,  stock, 
redeemable  ten  or  twelve  years  hence.  And 
shall  we  not  accede  to  this  proposition  ?  Is  it 
not  better  that  we  should  pay  five  per  cent,  than 
six  and  seven  per  cent.  ? 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, (Mr  ToMUNsoN,)  had  on  a  former  day, 
used  a  very  plausible  and  imposing  argument  on 
this  point — an  argument  which  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  House,  and  which, 
for  the  moment,  Mr.McD.  said,  made  a  similar 
impression  upon  him.  But  he  was  prepared  to 
show  tliat   the  gentlemau^s   arffument,   when 

Sushed  to  its  full  extent,  would  lead  to  a  result 
ifferent  from  that  which  he  had  supposed. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  to  contend  that 
we  ought  to  wait  until  the  six  and  seven  per  cent, 
stocks  become  redeemable,  and  then  open  a  new 
loan  to  raise  the  money  to  redeem  them.  And, 
said  the  gentleman,  as  the  six  and  seven  per 
cents,  will,  of  course*,  be  at  par,  it  will  follow 
that,  if  the  five  per  cents,  remain  as  at  present, 
nine  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  we  shaU  gain, 
by  postponing  the  operation,  a  sum  equal  to  the 
aggregate  amount  tJiat  the  five  per  cents,  will 
produce  above  their  par  value.  But,  he  said, 
the  fallacy  of  this  argument  consisted  in  the 
supposition  that  the  value  of  the  five  per  cent, 
stock  will  not  be  diminished  by  increasing  the 
quantity  in  market.  The  price  of  stocks,  like 
tnat  of  every  other  article,  depends  upon  the 
relation  subsisting  between  the  supply  and  de- 
mand. Indeed,  the  gentleman  himself  venr  justly 
ascribed  the  present  high  price  of  the  five  per 
cents,  to  the  smaUness  S[  the  amount  in  market 
And  when  he  told  us  we  should  depress  their 
price  by  the  proposed  exchange,  which  will  sub- 
stantially throw  twenty-six  millions  into  the 


market,  it  is  strange  that  he  did  not  extend  lui 
view  a  little  further.  If  he  had  done  so,  he 
would,  doubtless,  have  seen  that  a  much  greater 
depression  would  be  produced  by  soddeoly 
throwing  into  the  market  fifty  millions  five  or 
six  years  hence.  What,  said  Mr.  McD.,  woiiUi 
be  the  situation  of  the  Government,  aDdwbii 
the  interest  of  the  public  creditors?  The  Goy- 
emment  would  come  into  the  market  to  obtam 
a  loan  for  so  large  an  amount,  with  a  declaration 
of  insolvency,  as  the  only  inducement  it  oo^ 
offer  the  public  creditors  to  subscribe  to  the  neir 
loan.  What  would  be  l^e  conduct  of  the  cred- 
itors ?  They  would  use  every  effort  and  resori 
to  every  combination  to  prevent  the  GoTem- 
ment  from  obtaining  favorable  loans.  For,  u 
they  would  be  the  holders  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  stock,  which  the  Grovemment  could  redeem 
only  by  loans^  they  would  have  a  deep  interest 
in  preventing  a  loan  at  a  lower  rate  of  intere^ 
whereby  they  would,  in  effecti  lose  their  stock, 
or  have  the  interest  proportionably  reduced. 
Mr.  McD.  appealed  to  those  who  were  ftmiliir 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  operations  of  borrowing  and  lending,  to  ssj 
how  great  would  be  the  effect  which  the  hold- 
ers of  fifty  millions  of  stock  might  prodnoeon 
the  price  of  stock.  Suppose,  said  he,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  propose  to  effect  a  loan  to  that 
amount  by  the  issue  of  five  per  cent  stock. 
The  very  fact  that  the  holders  of  the  six  and 
seven  per  cents,  should  refuse  to  Bubscribe  to  the 
new  stock,  would  so  far  diminish  the  demand 
and  the  competition,  that  its  price  would  be 
greatly  depressed.  And  he  would  venture  to 
predict  that,  if  this  bill  should  not  pass,  the  fiye 
per  cent,  stocks,  for  which  we  can  now  obtain 
the  six  and  seven  per  cents.,  (thereby  saving  in 
interest  between  one  and  two  millions  of  dollarB,) 
will,  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  be  at  par, 
if  not  lower. 

Mr.  TnoKBB,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  ho 
had  no  feeling  on  this  subject ;  he  viewed  the 
proposed  exchange  of  stocks  merely  as  a  pro- 
dent  financial  measure,  and  had  therefore  alw^ 
been  in  favor  of  the  bill.  And  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  spoke  first,  (Mr.  Johsbon,) 
hacL  by  a  sort  of  general  challenge,  called  upon 
its  friends  to  point  out  those  future  changes  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  on  which  they 
justified  the  measure,  he  would  briefly  state  tho 
considerations  which  influenced  him.  Mr.  T.  w 
he  was  friendly  to  the  bill,  under  the  persaasioii 
that  the  interest  of  money  would  rise  in  tluB 
country;  consequently,  that  stocks  would  ftH? 
for  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  FuixEB,)  that  we  should  gain  or 
lose  by  the  exchange,  according  to  the  pnce 
which  our  five  per  cent,  stock  may  bear  in  the 
market,  when  the  six  and  seven  per  cents,  became 
redeemable.  Thus,  if;  in  182ft,  our  five  per  ^t. 
stock  should  bring  six  per  cent  above  par,  then, 
as  we  save  bv  the  exchange  two  per  cent  ^ 
annum,  for  three  years,  in  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, it  comes  to  nearly  the  same  thing;  andii 
our  five  per  cents,  should  be  higher,  then  ^ 
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ahoald  lose.  Bnt  he  thought  there  was  mnoh 
greaterprobahility  of  their  falling. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  there  were  two  very  different 
causes  for  the  fall  in  the  interest  of  money— one 
was  the  gradual  aconmnlation  of  large  capitals 
in  the  hands  of  individnala,  during  a  long  course 
of  prosperity,  such  as  existed  in  England  and 
Holland,  when  interest  had  gradually  declined 
from  ten  per  cent,  to  eight,  to  six,  to  four,  and, 
he  believed  that,  in  Amsterdam,  large  sums  may 
be  now  borrowed  as  low  as  three  per  cent. 
He  said,  the  same  cause  operated  in  this  country, 
and  in  every  period  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  by 
the  accumidation  of  private  wealth,  interest  may 
be  expected  to  fall.  But,  he  said,  there  was 
another  canse^  which  was  the  sudden  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  a  country,  by  which  that 
capital  which  had  been  actively  employed,  had 
become  idle  and  redundant ;  and  he  contended 
that  the  last  was  the  cause  of  the  low  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country ;  that  it  was  the  effect 
<tf  comparative  adveraty,  rather  than  prosperity ; 
that  w^  had  now  lost  much  of  that  extensive 
and  gainful  commerce  we  had  lately  enjoyed, 
which  had  made  more  capital  in  the  country 
than  eould  immediately  find  profitable  invest- 
ment But,  whenever  interest  is  low  ftom^this 
cause,  it  cannot  be  permanent.  If  our  commerce 
should  revive,  of  which  there  were  some  present 
qrmptoms  and  encouraging  prospects,  then  much 
ik  the  money,  now  vested  in  the  funds,  will  be 
demanded  for  mercantile  pursuits,  by  which,  of 
ooursAy  the  natural  interest  of  money  will  rise, 
and  stock  will  fall.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  present  stagnation  of  commerce  should  con- 
tinue, then  the  present  redundancy  of  capital  is 
constantly  diminishing.  In  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  will  seek  other  investments ;  it  will 
find  employment  in  manufactures,  or  in  the 
purchafle  of  Western  lands.  It  will  be  subdi- 
vided among  children,  or  will  melt  away  and  be 
consumed.  The  present  low  rate  of  interest, 
less  than  five  per  cent,  is  not  its  natural  state  in 
this  country,  which  has  so  many  modes  of  ab- 
sorbing capital,  as  fast  as  it  can  be  created,  it  can- 
not last ;  and  whether  our  commerce  improves 
or  &Ils  ofE^  or  continues  as  it  is,  the  natural  in- 
terest of  money  must  shortly  rise  from  what  it 
now  is. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commented  at  length, 
in  an  able  and  lucid  manner,  upon  tiie  observa- 
tions that  had  been  made  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  severally  expressed  their  sentiments 
•gainst  the  bi|).  Rnally  the  question  was  taken 
oi  its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— - 
yeas  99,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Mesan .  AUen  of  Tenneflsee,  Archer,  Bfdd« 
vin,  Barber  of  Conneotioiit,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bayliea, 
Bajly,  Blitckledge,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Bacban- 
m,  Bnxrowa,  Burton,  Cambrelenff,  Campbell  of  New 
Yq^,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Conkliog,  Cnah- 
Man,  Cittfabert,  Dane,  Dnifee,  Dwight,  Kd^,  Find- 
hj,  Gebhard,  Gilmer,  Gross,  Haryey,  Hawki,  Hen- 
mci,  Henick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Jofanaon,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Temieoee,  Kent, 
Kfakfamd,   litohfield,  Lowndes,    MoCarty,    MoCoy, 


McDofibe,  McSheixy,  Mallaiy,  Mataon,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Montgomeiy,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Moigan,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Yb^nia,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Rass,  Rus- 
sell, Sanders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smidi,  Spencer,  Sterling  of 
Connecticot,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stevenson,  Swan, 
Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of  Yizginia, 
Yance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Yan  Wyck,  Walworth, 
Whipple,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 
Nats. — ^Messrai  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ball,  Bigelow,  Blair,  Brown,  Cannon,  Cham- 
bers, Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Darlington,  Den- 
ison,  Edwards,  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Farrelly,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gist,  Gorham, 
Hall,  Hemphill,  Holcombe,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Long,  McNeil,  Mattocks.  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Murray,  Overstreet,  Phillips,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Ross,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  Stoddard, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Up- 
ham,  Warfield,  White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williams  of  Yirginia,  Wilson,  Woodson, 
and  Worman. 


Monday,  April  1. 

FugiUces  frwh  Service. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  from  the  Select  Committee 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  np  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall 
escape  into  any  other  State  or  Territory,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Colonel  TrumbtilPs  Paintings, 

The  engrossed  joint  resolntion,  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  national  paintings,  ex- 
ecuted by  Oolonel  Tmmbnll,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Claim  of  JBeaufMMrehais, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Fbbsidxnt 
ov  THB  Unitsd  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  <2/*  JRqfnseiUatives  of  the  Umied  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  translation  of  two  let- 
ters from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relating  to  the  daim  of  the  heirs  <^  Caron  de 
Beaumarduus  upon  this  Government,  with  the  docu- 
ments therewith  enclosed,  zecommending  them  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROK 

WASHcraioir,  March  29, 1822. 

The  Baron  de  NewiUe  to  the  Secretary  o/BtaJte, 

WAsmHQTOir,  FAruary  26,  1822. 

Sib  :  I  have  been  instructed  by  my  Court  to  call 
the  attention  (^  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais.  His  Majesty's 
Ctovemment  indulges  a  hope  that  their  legitimate 
and  well-founded  n^ts  will  cease  at  least  to  be  dis- 
puted, uid  that  prqjudices  will  yield  at  length  to  the 
mflnenoe  of  indiaputable  facta^  especially  when  those 
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prejudices  are  totally  nngrofmided,  and  have  been 
abandoned  by  all  those  who  have  matorelj  examined 
the  case. 

The  Beaomarchais  claim  was  first  prodnoed  in 
1778. 

'  The  French  GoTemment  has  never  ceased  to  sup- 
port it  with  that  interest  which  every  Government 
owes  to  the  jnst  claims  of  its  citizens.  It  has  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  Ck>ngress  by  Presidents 
Madison  and  Monroe. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  Message  of  the  Slst  of  Janu- 
ary, 1817,  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
terms; 

'*  Considering  that  the  sum  of  which  the  million 
of  livres  in  question  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous 
grant  from  the  French  Government  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  declaration  of  that  Government  that 
that  part  of  the  grant  was  put  in  the  hands  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  as  its  agent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  duly  accounted  for  by  him 
to  the  French  Government ;  considering  also  the 
concurring  opinions  of  two  Attorney-Generals  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  said  debt  was  not  legally 
sustainable  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I  recom- 
mend the  case  to  the  favorable  attention  of  tiie 
Legislature,  whose  authority  alone  can  finally  decide 
on  it." 

Mr.  Monroe  says,  in  his  Message  of  January, 
1818,  "  The  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais  having»been  recommended 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature  by 
my  predecessor  in  his  Message  to  Ck)ngre8s  of  tlie 
Slst  of  Januaiy  last,  and  ooncurring  in  the  senti- 
ments therein  expressed,  I  now  transmit  copies  of  a 
new  representation  relative  to  it.*' 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  December, 
1816,  to  the  Due  de  Richelieu,  owns  that  a  simple 
but  explicit  negative  declaration  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  that  the  said  million  was  not 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  iurnished  by  M. 
de  Beaumarchais  to  the  United  States,  would  have  re- 
moved the  doubts  entertained  by  the  officers  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department  when  the  account 
was  settled  there. 

The  Due  de  Richelieu,  whose  veracity  and  loyalty 
are  so  well  known,  made  the  following  answer  to  Mr. 
Gallatin  on  the  20th  of  December : 

*'  I  am  therefore  warranted,  sir,  after  a  fresh  ex- 
amination of  the  facts,  in  persisting  in  the  declaration 
above  stated,  and  in  considering  as  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, that  the  million  paid  on  the  10th  of  June  was 
not  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  shipments  made  to 
the  United  States  at  that  period  by  M.  de  Beaumar- 
chais.** And,  finally,  the  select  committee  charged 
with  the  examination  of  the  business^  and  with  re- 
porting to  Congress  on  tlie  subject  acknowledge  the 
rights  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  in  the  most 
solemn  manner.  "  The  committee  **  (says  the  re- 
porter) *'  have  devoted  much  time,  and  made  a  la- 
borious examination  of  the  merits  of  this  case ;  they 
have  been  able  to  discover  no  reason  why  the  uni- 
form declarations  of  the  French  Government  should 
not  be  credited.  There  is  no  fact  to  contradict 
them." 

"  They  fully  agree  with  our  creat  Revolutionary 
financier,  Robert  Morris,  *  that,  if  any  thing  is  due 
M.  de  Beaumarchais,  the  reputation  of  the  country 
will  be  compromised  until  it  is  paid ;  that  the  pay- 
ments of  debts  may  be  expensive,  but  that  it  is  in- 
finitely more  expensive  to  withhold  the  payment. 


Tlie  former  is  aa  expense  of  money,  when  tdod^ 
may  be  commanded  to  defray  it ;  but  the  latter  ia- 
Tolves  the  destruction  of  that  source  from  vluch 
money  can  be  derived  when  all  other  soureei  fsL 
That  source,  abundant,  nay,  almost  inexhaustible,  ii 
public  credit  The  country  in  which  it  mayviiii 
greatest  ease  be  established  and  preserved,  is  Amo* 
ica ;  and  America  is  the  country  which  most  studs 
in  need  of  it.*  In  conclusion,  the  committee  viH 
remark  tlbat,  in  every  point  in  which  the  case  can  be 
viewed  by  them,  they  are  fully  of  opinion  that  the 
heirs  of  Beaumarchais  are  creditors  of  the  United 
States." 

To  such  an  expose  His  Majes^jr's  Government  have 
nothing  to  add  when  they  appeal  to  the  equity  of  tihis 
Republic 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

G.  H.  DE  NEUVUXE. 


T%e  Baron  de  Ntmdllt  to  the  Secretaiy  of  StalB. 

Washikoton,  February  27,  1822. 

Sir  I  I  forgot  to  add  to  my  letter  of  jesterdaj  re- 
lative to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais — 

1.  The  memoir  or  recital  of  tlie  afiSiir  to  1817* 

2.  The  President's  Message  of  the  16th  of  Jamitrr, 
1818. 

These  pieces,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  tnnsDit 
to  you,  form,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  of  Febnaij, 
1818,  the  whole  of  the  necessary  documents.  If 
they  be  not  judged  sufficient,  if  a  careful  examinatkn 
of  them  do  not  produce  deep  conviction,  it  most  he 
admitted,  sir,  that  there  are  some  prejudices  which 
can  never  be  overcome. 

I  dare  say  that  truth  never  appeared  more  evident 
than  in  this  unfortunate  and  interminable  afiOur; 
why  then  does  it  meet  with  so  much  opposition  ? 

Moreover,  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  know  that 
they  will  not  in  vain  appeal  to  the  justice  of  their 
ju<^s :  prejudice  will  never  be  able  to  overcorne 
justice  in  their  hearts ;  they,  therefore,  confine  theffl- 
selves  to  request  of  them  a  strict,  a  very  stcice  ex- 
amination of  their  claim :  they  only  say  to  them, 
'*  We  are  ruined,  because  our  father  rendered  serrii^ 
to  the  Republic,  and  our  right  is  forgotten.  Be 
pleased  to  read  very  attentively,  and  your  jnrfw 
will  proclaim  our  right." 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  mj  bign 
consideration. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE, 
EfiiXfy  ExtraorSnary^  j^ 

The  Baron  ffyde  de  Neuville  to  the  Secretary  of  StaU- 

Washinoton,  March  80,  1822. 

Sir  :  A  report  was  put  into  circulation  about  two 
years  since,  that  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  were  no 
longer  proprietors  of  their  claim,  and  that  it  hsd  been 
sold  to  a  third  party. 

Even  il'  this  were  true,  it  would  not  in  any  degree 
invalidate  their  title;  but  I  can  attest,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  the  report  is  perfectly  ri<iica- 
lous.  The  claim  still  remains  the  property  of  M- 
de  Beaumarchai8*s  daughter.  I  will  add,  that  it  M 
the  hope  ;  indeed,  the  only  remaining  hope  of™* 
interesting  lady  and  of  her  family.  Why  should  she 
cease  to  rely  upon  a  title  so  perfectly  legitimatef 
This  would  argue  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  equitf 
of  a  whole  nation. 
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The  daughter  of  M.  de  Beanmarobais  nrast  there- 
fore hope  that  JQStioe  will  at  last  be  done  to  her,  and 
that,  after  sodOfering  many  privatioas,  she  will  at  laat 
be  ahle  to  hand  down  to  her  children  the  inheritance 
of  her  father. 

Accept,  air,  the  attonmce  of  my  hig^  considera- 
tion. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 

The  Message  and  doocments  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

South  American  ChvemmenU, 

l£r.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  taken  on  Saturday,  by  which 
permission  was  ref^ised  to  the  member  fi*om 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gabnbtt,}  to  spread  upon  the 
Journals  his  reasons  for  voting  against  the  res- 
olutions of  this  House  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South  American  Governments. 
After  a  few  explanatory  observations  by  Mr. 
Gabnstt,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Mbboeb,  Wbiout,  Moobe,  of 
Alabama,  and  Williams^  of  North  Carolina, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Tatlob  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays^ 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  T.  thought  it  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  nature  for  the  House  to  authorize  a 
practice  of  this  kind.  K  a  member  has  a  right 
to  record  his  reasons  for  voting  in  the  negative, 
it  would  be  equally  the  right  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  to  spread  their  reasons 
on  the  record.  The  only  case  to  be  found,  of 
reasons  for  a  vote  being  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nal, was  that  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  then  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  having 
DO  right  to  vote,  and  whose  motion  respecting 
his  own  opinions  was  to  be  found  on  record. 
But  that  case  was  altogether  different  from  Uie 
present,  though  the  Delegate  was  not  in  that 
permitted  formally  to  record  his  opinion.  In 
the  present  case  the  member  has  voted;  yet 
even  that  case  admitted  of  much  controversy 
and  question.  The  vote  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gabnett,)  was  doubtless  an  in- 
dependent and  honest  one,  but  he  thought  it 
inexpedient  and  improper  to  encumber  the 
Journals  with  the  speeches  of  members  in  sup- 
port of  their  respective  opinions. 

Mr.  Mebobb  thought  the  permission  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  gentleman  to  vote  the  next 
d^  after  this  question  had  been  decided,  was 
aflording  a  worse  precedent  than  that  which 
was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  FuLLSB  remarked  that  this  ought  never 
to  be  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  should  be  either 
admitted  or  refused,  as  a  matter  of  right  at  all 
times;  and  believing,  as  he  did,  that  such  a 
practice  would  be  improper  and  inconvenient, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  believed  that  no  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  precedent,  for  questions 
<tf  such  grand  magnitude  very  seldom  occur. 

Kr.  iTxuBON,  of  Virginia,  regarded  the  case 


of  Mr.  Poindexter  to  be  a  precedent  of  author- 
ity. So  also  was  that  of  General  Reid,  who, 
on  this  very  question,  had  been  permitted  vir- 
tually to  record  his  vote,  even  when  absent 
from  the  House.  And  should  it  be  said  by  a 
majority — ^if  you  will  go  with  us,  we  will  go  to 
any  length  in  assisting  you  to  accomplish  your 
wishes,  but,  if  you  have  independence  enough 
to  vote  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  and  the  nation,  we  will  withhold  that 
privilege  ¥  Such  a  picture,  he  thought,  ought 
not  to  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  Wabfield  thought  there  coidd  be  no 
danger  of  the  case  being  drawn  into  a  preoe^ 
dent,  for  few  questions  occurred  of  so  great  im- 
portance as  this,  and  it  would  always  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  limit  the  privilege,  if,  in 
its  operation,  it  should  be  found  inconvenient. 
It  was  not  now  claimed  on  the  ground  of  right, 
but  of  courtesy,  and  that  courtesy  had  been  ac- 
corded to  several  members  of  the  House,  in  per- 
mitting them  to  vote  after  the  time  allowea  by 
the  ruk. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion,  but  he  would  enter 
his  protest  against  it  as  a  precedent  He  felt 
himself  pres&ed  to  vote  for  it,  on  the  ground 
that  similm*  indulgences  had  been  granted  to 
others  on  this  question,  but  he  regarded  it  as  a 
principle,  which,  if  allowed  to  acquire  the  au- 
thority of  precedent,  would  be  attended  with 
very  inconvenient  consequences. 

Mr.  Tatlob  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Golden  against  the 
motion,  and  by  Mr.  Gilheb  in  favor  of  it, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  89,  nays  71,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Allen  of  TenneMoe,  Aroher,  Bald- 
win, Ball,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge, 
Buchanan,  Bnrton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
Yoik,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Conkling,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Cuthbeit,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Enstia,  FarreUy,  Geb- 
hard,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  Lowndes,  McSheriy,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  South 
Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Patterson 
of  New  York,  Poinsett,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russell,  Scott,  Sergeant,  S. 
Smith,  W.  Smiuj  Alexander  Smyth,  Stevenson, 
Tatnall,  Thomson,  Tomlmson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Vuginia,  Upham,  Van 
RensseUer,  Walker,  Warfield,  WilUams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Worman,  and 
Wright. 

Nats. — ^Messra  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bigelow, 
BUir,  Borland,  Brown,  Burrows,  Butler,  Cassedy. 
Chambers,  Cocke,  Colden,  Condict,  Dane,  Durliiig- 
ton,  Denison,  Edwards  of  Coimecticut,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay.  Fuller,  Harvey,  Hawks, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  F.  Johnson,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Lin- 
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ooln,  Little,  McCarly,  McCoy,  McNeill,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Mattodu,  Milnor,  Moore  of  Pemisylvania, 
MuTTay,  Pattenon  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pienon, 
Plmner  of  New  Hampshire,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Rankin,  Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Rich,  Russ,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spenser, 
SterliM  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Vance,  Van  Wyck,  Wal- 
worth, White,  Whitman,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woodcock,  and  Woodson. 

Mr.  Gabnxtt  then  submitted  his  declaration, 
which  he  had  reduced  to  an  abbreviated  pnb- 
Btitnte  for  that  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday, 
to  be  entered  on  tiie  Jonmal,  which  was  as 
follows : 

I,  RoBKBT  S.  GAmosTT,  a  memb  er  from  Virginia, 
make  the  following  declaration:  That  I  voted 
against  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
late  American  provinces  of  Spain,  because,  consider- 
ing it  a  question  of  policy ,  not  of  principle^  I  believed 
that  no  immediate  advantsge  coidd  grow  out  of  it  to 
either  country,  whilst  many  considerations,  affecting 
the  interest  of  both,  rendered  it  at  this  time  inex- 
pedient. I  am  not  opposed  to  the  independence  of 
the  late  provinces ;  on  the  contrary,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  my  countrymen,  I  heartily  rejoice  in  its 
accomplishment^  and  in  the  prospects  of  freedom  and 
happiness  which  it  opens  to  diem. 


WsDmsDAT,  April  8. 

Public  Drfaulten* 
Mr.  KiBELAND  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Aeso/vaf,That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  punishment  of  soch  o£Scers  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States  as  are  intrusted  with  public  moneys  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  who  shall  apply  the  same  to  any 
purpose  or  purposes  incompatible  with  the  duties  ci 
their  office,  whereby  the  United  States  shall  sustain 
a  loss. 

In  introducing  the  resolution — 

Mr.  XiBKLAin>  observed  that,  as  the  resolu- 
tion contemplated  introdncing  a  provision  into 
our  laws  of  an  unusual  character,  it  might  not 
be  deemed  improper  for  him  to  assign,  briefly, 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to 
present  it.  I  find,  said  Mr.  £.,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  our  statute  book,  that  there  is  no  provi- 
sion for  the  punishment  of  public  defaulters,  and 
that  they  are  not  subject  to  any  penalty  for  the 
misapplication  and  embezzlement  of  the  public 
moneys  intrusted  to  their  care;  and  they  are 
responsible  only  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view ; 
that  there  is  no  remedy  but  a  civil  suit :  pursued 
in  the  usual  course  between  debtor  and  creditor, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  money  which  has  been 
misapplied  by  the  officer ;  that  there  is  no  pun- 
ishment, no  penalty,  but  such  as  exists  between 
debtor  and  creditor  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  in  society.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  £.,  that 
in  some  cases,  security  is  required  of  the  officer, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  bat  in 
most  cases,  pernaps  nine  out  of  ten,  where  the 
principal  is  insolvent,  the  security  will  be  found 
unable  to  respond  to  the  public;  and  if  it 


should  sometimes  fortonfttely  h^pen  that  the 
security  is  solvent,  what  follows  f  A  petitioD 
from  the  ball  and  his  fHends,  setting  forth,  in 
strong  language,  tlie  utter  ruin  of  himself  md 
family,  if  he  is  compelled  to  pay  the  money,  sod 
making  a  forcible,  and  frequently  a  sucoessfiil, 
appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  House  for  relief. 
The  consequence  Ib,  that,  after  great  expensei 
incurred  in  the  proeecntion  of  both  principal 
and  security,  we  discharge  the  one,  and  ciDcel 
the  bond  of  the  other.  It  is  not  believed  that 
there  is  enough  collected  from  the  public  de- 
faulters to  pay  the  aggregate  of  the  expeoae 
incurred  by  the  different  prosecutions  agaiofltthe 
officers  who  have  embezsded  the  public  money. 
It  may  be  said,  Mx.  K.  remarked,  that  yoa 
have  the  integrity  of  the  officer;  but  this  is 
found,  in  too  many  instances,  a  poor  securitj 
indeed.  The  documents  upon  your  table  diow 
most  abxmdantly  that  little,  very  little  trust,  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  integrity  of  many  of  your 
officers  who  are  intrusted  with  the  pablie 
money.  Here  yon  find  defaulters  for  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  amounting  in  the'  aggre- 

Ste  to  millions.  These  documents,  and  the 
ily  information  we  have  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  our  public  money,  fbmish  lamentable  proof 
of  the  entire  want  of  n^oral  principles  in  many 
of  the  public  officers,  and  a  most  shameful  disre- 
gard of  their  public  trusts.  Yonr  public  deftolt- 
ers  are  to  be  found,  not  only  in  the  Army  and 
Navy»  but  in  the  civil  department — ^your  collect- 
ors of  the  revenue,  marshals,  district  attorneys, 
clerks  of  district  and  circuit  courts,  receivers  of 
public  moneys  for  the  sale  of  lands,  Indian 
agents,  and  those  employed  to  paythe  pensioot 
given  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.  We  have  noT 
upon  our  tables  evidence  of  one  pension  w^ 
who  has  misapplied  (if  the  report  of  our  officer 
is  truel  ten  thousand  dollars  of  moneys  placed 
in  his  nands  to  pay  the  veteran  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution — aa  act  that  should  brand  him  widi 
perpetual  infiuny.  The.  present  laws  are  wholly 
inaaequate  to  secure  the  Treasury  from  loss  by 
the  misconduct  of  the  pubCo  ofl&cers.  There  is 
no  provision  adequate  to  effect  Ihis  object  And 
while  we  are,  upon  one  hand,  busily  engaged  in 
devising  ways  and  means  to  fill  our  Trewory; 
and  while  some  of  our  most  able,  distingaished, 
and  industrious  members,  are  engaged  unremit- 
tingly upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment  in  the 
pubUc  expenditures;  and  different  committees 
are  inquinng  minutely,  and  wi^  great  vi^lanoe, 
into  the  expenditures  in  the  various  depert- 
ments  of  the  Government — ^there  is  an  imptfiotf 
necessity  for  making  some  provision  which  shall 
more  doTectuaUy  guard  the  Treasury  ^&^ 
loss  by  the  embezafement  and  misapplication  of 
public  moneys  by  those  to  whom  they  ar«  in- 
trusted. It  would  not  upon  this  occasion,  said 
Mr.  K.,  become  me  to  go  minutely  into  the  de- 
tidls  of  a  law  making  the  necessary  provisions 
to  guard  our  public  Treasury,  and  to  secture 
fidelity  to  the  public  officers.  This  would  be 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  highly  respectable 
conmiittee  wnoee  duty  it  wUl  be  by  the  rcsoia- 
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tion  to  make  the  inquiry,  and  to  report  a  bill ; 
but  he  conld  not  forbear  offering  a  few  ideas 
upon  the  provisions  which  it  may  be  fonnd 
necessary  to  insert  in  the  law.    The  oflScer  in- 
trusted with  pnbUc  moneys  should  consider  the 
trust  a  sacred  one;   no  temptation,  however 
strong,  should  induce  him  to  violate  it.    He 
ought  to  consider  his  obligation  to  the  public 
paramount  to  every  other.    No  other  relation 
in  society  can  have  such  strong  claims  upon 
him  as  the  people  for  whose  benefit  tiie  moneys 
are  committed  to  his  care ;  and  he  who  will 
koowingly  and  deliberately  violate  a  trust  so 
sacred  £ould  be  held  infamous,  and  no  longer 
be  admitted  into  the  society  of  the  honest  and 
virtuous  part  of  the  community.    I  would  ren- 
der him,  said  Mr.  K.,  ineli^ble  to  any  public 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.    I  would  im- 
mediately cause  him  to  be  dismissed  from  public 
employ.    I  would  leave  it  discretionary  with 
tbe  court  before  whom  he  was  tried,  upon  his 
conviction,  to  cause  him  to  be  fined,  or  im- 
prisoned, or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
Nay,  sir,  I  would  go  somewhat  further  —  I 
would  leave  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  in 
Tery  enormous  cases,  to  sentenoe  the  culprit  to 
the  penitentiary.     I  would  place  him  beside 
the  felon  who  counterfeits  your  coin,  who  alters 
your  public  records,  and  who  forges  your  bank 
paper.    This  would  not  be  too  severe  a  punish- 
meut  for  him,  who,  in  his  wUd  speculations,  has 
used  your  money  to  the  amount  of  tens  and 
bundles  of  ihousand»~who  has  applied  it  to 
the  aggrandizement  of  his  family ;  and  who  has 
for  years  rioted  upon  the  fruits  of  his  iniquity, 
in  living  in   splendor  and  diow;   and  who, 
when  he  is  called  on  to  account,  laughs  at  your 
public  officer^  and  treats  his  calls  for  the  public 
moneys  with  ne^ect  and  contempt. 

Aa  the  law  now  stands,  this  very  de&ulter 
is  eligible  to  public  office;  and  it  is  not^  if  he 
(Mr.  jK.)  was  rightly  informed,  a  very  uncom- 
mon occurrence,  that  the  de&ulter  and  his 
friends  are  seen  petitioning  the  Executive  for 
public  employ,  and  sometimes,  he  feared,  with 
success.  Fablio  defaulters  are  now  considered 
merely  in  the  light  of  unfortunate  debtors ;  as 
those  who,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  have, 
from  events  beyond  their  control,  been  rendered 
insolvent,  and  who  are  justly  entitled  to  the 
sympathies,  both  of  the  public  and  of  individuals. 
It  is  a  shame,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  a  public  de&ulter 
should;  in  the  view  of  the  laws,  and  in  that  of 
society,  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
an  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor,  in  whose  be- 
half the  whole  community  sympathize.  It  is 
time,  high  time,  that  the  laws  should  speak  a 
different  language.  K  a  provision  had  been 
inserted  in  yonr  statute  book,  said  Mr  £.,  at  the 
eommencement  of  the  Government,  similar  in 
itB  provisions  to  the  one  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  now  presented,  it  would,  in  all  prob- 
fthility,  haye  saved  to  the  nation  many  millions 
of  the  public  money.  Mr.  E.  anticipated  from 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (if  the  committee 
ihould  report  in  conformity  to  it)  very  salutary 
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effects.  The  people  of  this  country  have  a  high 
sense  of  integrity.  We  boast,  said  Mr.  K,  of  our 
public  and  private  virtue ;  and  it  is  time  that 
we  should,  from  our  statute  book,  speak  a  strong 
and  decisive  language  to  all  those  who  embezzle 
the  public  money.  They  should  learn  that  they- 
can  no  longer  violate  the  sacred  trust  commit- 
ted to  their  charge  with  impunity.  Mr.  K. 
concluded  by  observing,  that  he  anticipated  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  in  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  would  be  referred  would  find 
time  to  report  a  biU  at  the  present  sesdon. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
but  wished  to  extend  it  to  those  who  had  the 
public  property  in  keeping,  and  he  proposed  a 
modification  to  that  effect,  by  inserting  in  the 
body  of  the  resolve  the  words  "  or  with  the  safe 
keeping  of  public  property ;''  which  modification 
was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Hasddt  was  apprehensive  that  the  pun- 
ishment which  seemed  to  be  contemplatea  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kibklaitd) 
would  be  found  too  severe ;  and,  in  such  caeee^ 
a  law  if  too  severe  for  public  sentiment  to  sus- 
tain, would  become  a  dead  letter.  Mr.  H.  did 
not  think  public  sentiment  was  such  as  to  brand 
the  public  de&ulter  with  in&jny.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  proceeds  of  his  defalcation  support  him, 
and  enable  him  to  drink  his  wine  and  give  his 
dinners ;  nor  would  it  be  possible  to  put  a  man 
in  the  penitentiary  merely  for  being  a  defaulter. 
Mr.  H.  adverted  particularly  to  the  case  of  the 
district  attorneys,  and  thought  the  only  course 
in  relation  to  them  would  be  to  make  them  give 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  also  to  require,  if  they  fail  to  account,  that 
that  failure  should  vacate  their  offices. 

Mr.  GoNDioT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
''by  which  the  United  States  shall  sustain  a 
loss."  Mr.  0.  was  disposed  to  repress  all  speou- 
Ution  by  the  holders  of  the  public  moneys. 
The  public  moneys  should  be  kept  separate  and 
sacred  for  the  public  service,  and  he  would  not 
suffer  the  public  agents  to  use  them  for  any 
other  purpose,  however  weU  able  they  might 
be  to  replace  them  when  called  for. 

Mr.  itixKLAND  was  not  inclined  to  carry  his 
prohibition  so  far.  If  the  officers  and  agents  of 
the  Qovemment  can  and  do  respond  according 
to  law,  that,  he  thought,  was  aU  that  need  be 
required  of  them. 

Mr.  OoNnioT  replied.  Mr.  F.  Johkbok  also 
made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  MiTOKELL,  of  South  Carolina,  also  ezprefls* 
ed  himself  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Look- 
ing over  the  document  which  had  been  referred 
to,  (the  Ust  of  unsettled  balances,)  he  thought 
its  contents  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Govenuneat 
— a  libel  on  the  country.  Until  he  saw  that 
document,  he  did  not  think  that  the  eountry 
was  capable  of  producing  such  a  one. 

Finally,  Mr.  KnncLANP  assented  to  the  modifi- 
cation proposed  by  Mr.  Oonbiot. 

Mr.  OooK  proposed  to  add  to  the  resolution 
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the  followinz  sentenoe:  '^And  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  reqmring  all  snch  officers  to  be 
dismissed  from  office  upon  failure  fedthfully  to 
acoonnt  for  the  money  or  property  so  confided 
to  Uiem.^*  This  proposition  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Hoose,  and  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was 
thereupon  adopted. 


The  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engros* 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 


THimsDAT,  April  4. 
AUowmce  qf  Permons, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  House  then  took 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  certain  acts  concerning  allowances  for 
pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  LoTXQ  was  in  hopes  that  the  bill  would  not 
meet  witii  much  opposition.    If  it  ever  was  right 
(which  he  believed  it  wnB)  to  pass  the  law,  it 
was  right  that  all  should  equally  have  the  bene- 
jt  of  it  as  intended.    To  this  end  it  would  be- 
come necessary  to  revive  the  law,  as  it  had  now 
expired,  before  they  all  had  applied.    I^  how- 
ever, gentiemen  felt  anj  di^osition  to  vote 
against  the  bill,  he  hoped  they  would  reflect, 
and  see  the  situation  of  those  poor  widows  and 
children  as  it  would  be  if  the  Mouse  refuses  to 
pass  the  bill.    Congress,  said  he,  has  heretofore 
passed  a  law  which  held  out  to  them  some  relief. 
We  may  naturallv  suppose  that  they  have  ap- 
plied as  soon  as  they  Icnew  there  was  a  law  for 
their  relief;  but,  to  apply  effectually,  it  not  only 
required  some  time,  but  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable expense  in  getting  their  papers  in  due 
form,  which  was  done  generally  by  professiooal 
men ;  a  class  of  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
being  well  paid  for  their  services.    In  some 
oases  the  expense  was  more  than  those  applicants 
were  able  to  bear — and,  after  they  had  expended 
every  cent  they  were  worth  in  setting  forth 
their  claim,  they  are  informed  that  the  law  has 
expired,  and  that  they  are  not  entitied  to  what 
was  intended  for  them,  merely  because  they 
have  not  applied  within  a  certain  day.    It  can- 
not be  expected,  said  Mr  L.,  that  a  poor  woman 
and  children,  settied  down  on  some  remote 
comer  of  the  earth,  constantiy  engaged  at  home 
in  procuring  bread,  could  know  anything  about 
the  operation  or  existence  of  the  laws  of  Oon- 
gress.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  circum- 
stance of  their  not  applying  before  the  law 
expired,  would  not  be  urged  as  an  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  should  not 
be  found  ready  to  snap  at  this  littie  advantage 
that  may  be  here  taken  of  the  poor  and  igno- 
rant.   He  was  as  much  opposed  toAU  improper 
expenditure  of  public  money  as  any  member 
of  this  House,  and  would  go  as  &r  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  his  opinion  ought  to  go  to  bring  our 
expenditures  within  the  amount  of  our  revenue, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  indispensable 
duty  of  this  House ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to 
begin  here,  and  withhold  this  pitiful  sum  from 
the  widow  and  fatherless,  who  have  lost  him 
who  ought  to  have  been  their  protector,  whilst 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  pro- 
tection of  our  lives  uid  liberties. 


FBIDA.T,  April  5. 

Otneral  Appropriati&n  JBiU-^Minutsr  i$ 
jPortugaL 

Mr.  Maliast  suggested  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied that  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to 
Lisbon,  and  that  a  Gharg6  des  Affaires  wodd 
perhaps  be  sufficient.  He  therefore  oaUed  for 
mformation  on  the  subject  from  the  chainnan 
of  the  ODmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryluid,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
quiries of  Mr.  Mallabt,  reviewed  at  considen- 
ble  length  the  political  and  oommerdal  relatioDS 
which,  for  a  long  period,  have  subsisted  between 
this  country  and  Portugal  We  had  long  ex- 
ported, he  said,  vast  quantities  of  flour  to  tiiat 
country ;  but  at  length  the  Government  lud  a 
duty  of  $2  per  barrel  on  all  the  flour  imported 
into  that  kingdom,  from  this  country,  and  gate 

Erivileges  and  held  out  inducements  to  the  do* 
ility  to  erect  mills,  which  was  done,  and  tbey 
were  in  a  great  measure  supplied  with  wheat 
from  Poland.  Our  people  exported  no  wheal 
They  manufactured  it  themselves;  butthednij, 
which  was  intended  as  a  prohibition,  was  severe- 
ly felt,  and  our  Gk>vemm«it  sent  a  minister  to 
that  Court  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  duty.  Mtn- 
isters,  however,  are  not  always  the  best  negotia- 
tors in  mercantile  concerns ;  and  tiie  object  was 
not  effected.  But  it  was  afterwards  acoomplialii- 
ed  by  a  Consul  General,  who  was  thorooghlj 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjects,  and  tlu 
duty  was  taken  off.  Subsequently,  the  Conrt  was 
removed  to  the  Brazils,  from  which  it  has  re- 
centiy  returned  to  Europe.  But  tiie  duty  of  f2 
per  barrel  has  been  renewed  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  agriculture,  and  of  (^ving  it  a  Dew 
direction,  instead  of  cultivating  almost  exdn- 
sively  the  vine.  The  Government  of  ^at 
country  has  thought  us  to  be  hostile — ^particu- 
larly from  the  greater  duties  we  have  imposed 
upon  the  wines  of  Madeira  and  Fayal,  than  upon 
the  wines  of  other  countries.  Large  quantities 
of  com  are  sent  from  this  country  to  Madeira; 
and  they  are  understood  to  be  about  petitioniDg 
the  Cortes  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  im- 
portation of  our  com;  and  the  consequence 
may  be,  that  we  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  that  trade.  All  attempts  to. redaoe 
our  enormous  duties  upon  these  wines  hsTe 
hitherto  been  ineffectual,  because  tbey  are  drank 
by  the  rich,  without  seeming  to  regard  the  im- 
portance of  the  trade.  Mr.  S.  further  obserred, 
that  he  thought  it  expedient  not  to  withhold  tbe 
appropriation,  inasmuch  as  the  President  bad 
recommended  the  measure;  and,  should  we 
refose,  the  consequences  and  tiiie  responability 
of  that  refusal  will  rest  upon  us. 

Mr.  Mallabt  remarked,  that  the  object  of 
sending  Ministers  abroad  was  for  the  purpose^ 
either  of  policy  or  commerce.  In  relation  to 
the  policy,  he  thought  a  Minister  was  not  neces- 
sary.   The  Government  of  Portugal  was  not 
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formidable,  either  at  sea  or  on  land  With  re- 
spect to  ootnmerce,  it  was  evident,  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  SioTR,)  that  a  commercial  object,  which  a 
Minister  conld  not  effect,  a  Oonsnl  General  was 
competent  to  accomplish.  Mr.  M.  therefore 
thought  a  Charge  des  AfBures  was  adeqnate  to 
the  object.  There  were  twenty  places  in  Eu- 
rope where  we  send  no  Minister,  of  more  com- 
mercial importance  to  this  country  than  Lisbon. 
Mr  M.  adverted  to  a  statistic  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  to  show  the  superiority 
of  the  trade  of  other  countries;  and  he  particu- 
larly referrod  to  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Swe- 
den. The  latter  nation  was  certainly  at  least 
equal  in  dignity,  and  superior  in  strength  to 
Portugal,  and  was  as  well  entitled  to  expect  a 
Minister  frvm  us  as  the  latter  Government;  and 
with  respect  to  the  Brazils,  he  believed  they 
would  emancipate  themselves  from  the  control 
of  the  parent  country,  whenever  they  thought 
proper  to  dissolve  the  connection  and  assume 
their  independence.  Mr.  Mallabt  concluded 
by  moving  to  tranq>06e  the  word  Lisbon,  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  Gharg6  des  Affaires  in  that 
country  instead  of  a  Minister. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  by  referring  to  the  Message 
€i  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  He  observed  tiiat  Por- 
tugal had  expressed  a  sincere  desire  to  renew  a 
friendly  intercourse,  and,  he  understood,  had  ac- 
tually appointed  a  Minister  to  this  country. 
The  genUeman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallabt) 
had  said  that  the  trade  with  Portugal  was  unim- 
portant He  (Mr.  S.)  admitted  it,  and  it  was  to 
restore  it  to  importance  that  the  mission  was 
proposed.  A  Gharg^  des  Affedres  might  be  ade- 
quate it,  as  in  the  case  of  Sweden,  a  treaty  was 
already  subsisting ;  but  we  want  a  Minister  to 
make  a  treaty,  and  a  Gharg6  des  Affaires  may 
afterwards  be  sufficient 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mallabt  was  finrther  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Gilmbb,  Habdin,  and  Rosa, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wbight,  Boiksstt, 
Baldwin,  Wood,  Rhsa.  Abohbb,  Fabbbllt, 
Woodson,  Meboeb,  and  Smith;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negatived— 
ayes  84. 

The  question  for  expenses  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  beins  under  consideration — 

Mr.  GooKX  observed,  that  he  should  be  op- 
posed to  making  any  farther  appropriation  for 
that  object,  until  he  was  informed  that  those 
cammissioners  had  settled  th eir  accounts.  They 
had  heretofore  been  called  on,  but  only  one  class 
of  them,  to  his  knowledge,  had  obeyed  the  call ; 
and  among  the  charges  it  included,  was  to  be 
found  expenses  incurred  for  fish-hooks,  and  fish- 
ing nets,  and  bacon,  hams,  and  other  like  items, 
that  did  not  seem  to  be  a  proper  expenditure 
for  the  nation.  The  business  had  been  already- 
protracted  eight  years,  almost  as  long  as  it  took 
to  destroy  Troy;  and  if  we  go  on,  sud  he,  ap- 
propriating from  session  to  session,  it  will  be- 
come A  life  estate  to  those  concerned.    He  was 


averse  to  placing  any  more  money  in  their  hands, 
until  they  had  accounted  for  what  thev  had  al- 
ready received ;  and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
doUars. 

M.  F.  Johnson  adverted  to  the  law  of  the 
last  session  that  limits  their  allowance  to  a  spe- 
cific salary  in  lieu  of  all  other  expenses. 

Mr.  Baldwin  believed  there  nad  been  too 
lavish  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money ;  nor 
would  he  now  vote  for  the  appropriation,  did 
he  not  fear  the  public  service  might  suffer  from 
the  delay  a  refusal  of  it  might  occasion.  It 
was  a  business  connected  with  a  foreign  power, 
and  he  wished  the  concern  might  be  dosed. 

Mr.  GooKE  sud  we  were  told  that  the  line 
could  not  be  nm  in  the  winter,  because  the 
climate  is  too  cold;  and  in  the  summer  the 
commissioners,  he  understood,  were  frolickii^ 
at  BaUston  Springs.  He  thought  it  was  hign 
time  tiiat  Gongress  should  interpose,  and  pre- 
vent this  waste  of  the  public  treasure. 

Mr.  Williamson  remarked,  that  the  people  of 
Maine  were  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  commissioners  as  the  people  of  the 
United  States  could  be.  He  observed  that,  in 
a  reply  to  a  call  which  had  been  made  on  the 
Executive  at  this  session,  on  the  aspect  of  the 
fifth  article,  we  had  been  assured  that  it  would 
be  concluded  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
spring.  He  thooeht,  therefore,  the  most  expe- 
dient course  would  be  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion called  for,  so  as  to  have  the  business  con- 
cluded without  further  delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fillin|f  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $25,000,  and  negatived; 
and  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $12,500. 

Boundary  Line  heiween  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  under  the  Florida  Treaty  with  Spain. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  said,  as  far 
as  this  appropriation  is  intended  to  cover  the 
expense  of  running  the  boundary  liae  establish- 
ed by  the  treaty  with  Spain  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  it  was  unnecessary.  This 
House,  he  said,  had  determined  to  recognize  the 
independence  of  Mexico ;  it  would  involve  an 
absurdity  now  to  recognize  the  right  of  Spain 
to  fix  with  us  the  limits  of  a  countij,  over 
which  all  authority  has  ceased ;  to  define  the 
limits  after  she  has  ceased  to  exercise  any  other 
sovereignty  there.  This  is  a  right  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  public  rights  of  the  inde- 
pendent Government  that  now  reigns  over  it. 
If  a  commissioner  was  appointed  by  Spain  as  it 
is  stated,  he  was  named  before  the  new  state 
of  things  existed,  and  his  powers  would  be  re- 
called by  Spain  herself,  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  she  had  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion. Thesentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ^Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  stated  that  the  treaty  was  bmd- 
ing  on  Mexico,  as  Spain  exercised  sovereignty 
over  it  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  That  may  be 
true,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  and  Mexico  will  carry  it  into 
effect  in  good  faith.  There  is  no  4fuiger  of  her 
refusal  to  accept  a  treaty,  which  relhiquishes  our 
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right  to  her  territory,  and  ^ves  her  six  hundred 
miles  of  seaboard.  She  has  very  little  objection 
to  Spain  giving  m  Florida,  and  leaving  her  the 
province  of  Texas.  We  claimed  their  country 
to  the  Rio  Grande — ^by  the  treaty  we  have  sur- 
rendered it.  They  do  not  clum  our  territory — 
we  have  relinquiahed  our  right  to  Texas.  We 
have  made  the  sacrifice,  not  they ;  all  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Sabine  is  now  a  part  of  Mexico. 
Besides,  said  he,  can  we  send  agents  to  run  and 
mark  her  limits,  against  her  consent,  without 
insulting  her  sovereignty,  and  violating  her 
territory  f  What !  send  armed  troops  (as  was 
intimated)  into  a  forekpi  country,  in  defiance 
of  the  law  of  nations.  This  must  now  be  a  sub- 
ject of  arrangement  with  the  Government  of 
Mexico.  It  is  better  to  leave  it  open ;  we  have 
now  nothing  to  lose ;  we  have  already  lost  all 
in  that  quarter. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  CkKnjs,  MiLifOB,  Walwobth,  Buohan- 
AN,  Smtth  of  Maryland,  Wabfisld,  Cook, 
Rhka,  and  Edwabds  of  Connecticut,  took  part ; 
when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  modifi- 
cation adopted — ayes  78. 

The  qu^ion  was  then  put  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  carried;  when,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress^  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satuedat,  April  6. 

Appropriation  hill — Repair  of  the  Cumberland 

JSoad, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  ft  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday — ^the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

The  clause  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cum- 
berland road  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  CoNDiOT  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 
He  said  the  United  States  had  already  ex- 
pended enormous  sums  in  the  construction  of 
this  road,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  impose 
on  his  constituents  any  ftirther  expense  in  re- 
pairingit. 

Mr.  jBbbcksniudge  had  not  expected  the  op- 
position which  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  Condiot)  had  made  to  the  bill,  and  the 
manner  was  as  unexpected  as  the  matter.  He 
has  said  that  he  is  unwilling  to  tax  his  constit- 
uents for  this  object.  Does  not  that  gentleman 
recollect  tiiat  the  people  of  the  West  have  been 
from  time  to  time  heavily  taxed,  to  build  forti- 
fications on  the  seaboard,  and  support  navies, 
in  which  they  have  no  special  interest?  What 
would  that  gentleman  say,  if  we  should  avow 
that  we  womd  pay  no  more  for  these  obiects, 
and  urge  for  reason  that  we  are  far  enough  out 
of  the  way  of  an  enemy,  and  therefore  are  not 
disposed  to  contribute  to  the  common  defence? 
This  was  a  magnificent  plan  of  connecting  the 
Eastern  with  the  Western  States.  It  was  cred- 
itable to  the  munificence  and  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  he  would  not  a3k  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  suffer  this  valuable  road  to  go  1p  de- 
cay and  ruin,  rather  than  appropriate  this  trifiing 


sum  to  an  object  so  important.  It  was  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  and  it  could  notlw 
conformable  to  the  mterests  of  the  cocintiy  to 
break  the  chain  that  binds  the  Eastern  and 
Western  States  together. 

Mr.  Fabbellt  regetted  that  the  genUeman  last 
up  should  have  introduced  local  consideratioos 
into  this  discussion.  He  did  not  understand  in 
what  way  this  appropriation  found  its  way  into 
the  biU.  He  objected  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  brought  forward,  and  thonght  it 
should  be  done  by  way  of  bill,  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  payment  for  horses  destroyed  in  the 
Seminole  campaign.  Nor  did  he  see  how  l^e 
repair  of  this  road  could  come  within  the  con- 
stitutional provision  for  the  support  of  the  Got- 
emment.  Mr.  F.  was  willing  to  go  as  far  on 
this  subject  as  the  compact  required^  The  act 
of  Congress  on  this  subject,  provided  for  the 
construction  but  not  for  the  repair  of  the  road. 
K  this  appropriation  was  made,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  sinular  calls  from  year  to  year  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

Mr.  SiirrH,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  provision  had  been  introdaoed 
into  the  appropriation  bill,  which  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resolution  of  the  House,  directiiig 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  the  unexpended 
balance  of  former  appropriations  for  this  pur- 
pose. That  committee  had  obeyed  the  direction 
of  the  House,  and  they  thought  themselTes  jus- 
tified in  that  course,  when  they  knew  that 
$1,000,000  had  been  expended  by  the  United 
States  in  constructing  tne  Cumberland  road, 
and  that  it  was  now  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 
All  the  items  of  that  amount  had  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  appropriation  bilk 
The  committee  thought  that  sum  would  be  well 
applied  in  repairing  and  protecting  what  it  had 
cost  so  large  a  sum  to  construct.  The  superin- 
tendent had  been  consulted,  and  it  appeared, 
from  his  statements,  that  the  road,  owing  to  the 
torrent3,,&c.,  in  that  mountfunous  count^,  will 
soon  be  inipassable,  unless  the  necessary  repun 
are  made.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether 
you  will  throw  away  wnat  yon  have  already 
done,  rather  than  be  at  a  little  expense  to  soa- 
tainit 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  thought  the  sane 
reasons  that  had  induced  the  Government  to 
build  the  road,  would  now  influence  them  to 
preserve  it.  He  had  recently  travelled  it,  and 
he  found  that  the  first  part  made,  wanted  but 
little  repair.  That  portion  of  it  which  was 
more  recently  constructed,  natural^  required 
attention.  The  hills  slide  down,  and  the  road 
is  filled  up,  so  that  repairs  are  necessary.  Kr. 
C.  contended  that  the  road  yyaa  valuable  to  the 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  the  pub- 
lic lands  more  accessible ;  and  the  people  of  the 
West  had  a  right  to  expect  this  smsJl  appro- 
priation for  such  an  object  If  a  large  apprq)ri- 
ation  was  asked  for,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  expe- 
dient to  pause.  But  the  small  sum  of  $9,000  is 
all  that  is  now  required,  and  probably  not  even 
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80  large  a  som  as  that  will  be  necessary  in  in- 
tare  years,  after  the  road  shall  have  been  thor- 
oughly completed. 

Mr.  Mallabt  was  also  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  this  clause  of  the  section. 
The  facts,  he  observed,  were  familiar  to  the 
House.  The  Government  had  expended  $1,800,- 
000  on  this  road,  and  the  policy  of  this  expen- 
diture had  been  repeatedly  confrmed.  It  was 
now  out  of  repair,  and  there  were  no  means 
provided  to  maintain  it.  The  first  question, 
then,  was,  whether  it  was  an  object  of  sufficient 
consideration  to  authorize  this  appropriation? 
It  was  admitted  to  be  the  great  chain  to  bind 
the  East  and  West  together,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object  much  depended  on  the 
facility  of  communication.  The  House  had  been 
called  on  in  this  very  bill  to  appropriate  the 
som  of  $6,000  to  pay  John  Trumbull  for  a  na- 
tional painting.  They  had  done  it.  And  was 
it  not  an  object  at  least  as  national  and  impor- 
tant to  preserve  the  great  avenue  to  the  West? 
We  annually  appropriate  thousands,  said  Mr. 
M.,  for  the  completion  of  this  stupendous  pile, 
the  GapitoL  Ajid  is  not  the  Gumberland  road 
as  valuable  a  monument  of  national  policy  and 
munificence  ?  When  we  appropriate  so  mnch 
to  construct  the  road,  he  thought  it  worth  while 
to  contribute  a  pittance  to  save  it  The  people 
in  that  region,  Mr.  M.  contended,  had  calcu- 
lated, and  prudently  calculated,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not  be  at  so  much  expense  to 
construct  the  road,  and  then  abandon  it.  He 
thought  it  was  now  ungenerous,  if  not  unjust, 
to  disappoint  their  expectations.  The  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  was  a  great  thorough- 
fare for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  it  was 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  that 
State  should  not  view  the  road  with  an  eye  of 
complacency.  It  was  correct.  It  was  natural 
for  them  to  regard  primarily  their  own  inter- 
ests. But  the  nation  had  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  he  thought  it  was 
expedient  that  Congress  should  not  now  depart 
from  that  decision. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  rose  to  disclose  some  facts  that 
^were  within  his  personal  knowledge  and  observa- 
tion. This  road  he  observed,  was  completed  the 
last  Summer.  Every  Congress,  for  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  influenced  by  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy,  had  appropriated  money  for 
its  construction.  It  was  now  asked,  merely  to 
apply  to  the  reparation  of  the  road  an  unex- 
pended balance  which  had  previously  been  ap- 
propriated for  its  completion,  and  a  trifling  sum 
to  erect  a  bridge.  It  was  not  expected,  with 
this  sum,  to  make  durable  repairs  of  stone,  but 
to  remove  obstmctions,  and  put  it  in  passable 
repair,  nntU  Congress  sliould  make  some  perma- 
nent provision  on  the  subiect.  In  some  places 
the  bills  had  slipped  and  filled  the  road;  in 
oihera,  the  road  has  given  way  and  precipitated 
flo  as  to  become  almost  impassable.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  public  travel  and  the 
public  mail  have  been  seriously  obstructed. 
It  had  heea  said  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Fabbkl- 


LT,)  that  the  people  living  on  the  road  should 
repair  it  But  it  would  be  recollected  that  this 
road  was  made  over  a  mountainous,  and,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  an  uninhabited  country. 
A  considerable  part  of  it  passes  through  Penn* 
sylvania,  which,  as  a  State,  is  known  to  be  hos- 
tile to  it.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  F.)  has  stated 
that  it  is  destructive  to  Pennsylvania ;  she  has 
$600,000  of  stock  in  her  own  road,  running 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  yet  he  says 
that,  if  the  road  could  not  support  itself  it  ou^ht 
to  be  given  back  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
this,  by  the  gentleman's  showing,  would  be  to 
give  the  lamb  to  the  keeping  of  the  wolf.  Such 
a  course  could  not  be  required  nor  justified. 
This  was  a  national  road.  It  was  bmlt  for  a 
national  purpose,  and  in  a  spirit  of  national 
munificence.  And  the  important  question  be- 
fore us  now  is,  whether  the  whole  otject  for 
which  the  expense  was  incurred  shall  be  lost, 
for  want  of  a  trifle  to  repair  and  preserve  it. 
We  have  been  told,  however,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  has  been 
improperly  expended.  For  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, be  it  so ;  and  what  then?  Is  that  a  rea- 
son lor  abandoning  the  road?  Large  sums, 
also,  have  been  appropriated  for  the  erection  of 
the  spacious  building  in  which  we  sit.  But 
shall  we  stop  the  work  because  it  may  be  sug- 
gested that  some  of  the  agents  employed  had 
been  unfaithful  to  their  trust  ?  Should  we  re- 
linquish the  completion  of  this  stupendous  fab- 
ric, and  leave  it  roofless,  merely  because  there 
may  have  been  extravagance  and  want  of  econ- 
omy in  the  application  of  the  public  moneys? 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that,  when  it  was 
stated  that  two  counties  had  produced  871,000 
barrels  of  flour  and  28,000  barrels  of  whiskey 
in  a  year  for  market,  he  thought  it  was  too  mucn 
to  say  that  they  were  so  poor  that  they  could 
not  repair  the  slip  of  hill  that  had  fallen  into 
the  TOM.  When  a  particular  object  was  to  be 
carried,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  excite  a  clam- 
or, in  order  that  the  real  question  might  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  cry  of  mad  dog  was  raised,  the 
better  to  elude  inquiry.  The  gentleman  in  fa- 
vor of  the  appropriation  had  talked  much  of 
this  as  a  national  road  and  a  national  object, 
and  of  the  illiberal,  local  views  of  those  who 
oppose  it  But  gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
there  is  a  wide  oifEerence  between  the  victims 
and  the  favorites  of  the  Government  This 
road  had  gone  far  to  desolate  ninety  miles  of 
the  mountainous  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Was  it 
then  to  be  expected  that  it  ooiidd  be  viewed  by 
that  State  with  indifference?  Even  the  worm 
that  is  trod  on  has  the  right  to  groan.  When 
the  last  appropriation  was  made  for  the  Cum- 
berland road,  a  pledge  was  given  that  no  more 
should  be  asked  for.  But  now  it  is  openly 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Chio,  (Mr. 
Campbell,)  that  this  is  to  be  followed  by  future 
appropriations,  and  to  be  sustained  by  the  na- 
tion as  a  perpetual  charity.  And  why  should 
this  be  done?  If  it  is  so  valuable,  why  can  it 
not  support  itself?     Where  the  Cumberland 
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road  passes  over  the  monntams,  the  coimtrj  is 
not  more  barren  than  the  corresponding  coun- 
ty where  the  Pennsylvania  road  crosses  them. 
But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  connecting  chain 
that  binds  together  the  East  and  the  West.  It 
is  a  singolar  chain,  indeed,  that  is  broken  in  the 
middle.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  road  be- 
tween Hagerstown  and  Boonsborongh  ?  Little 
better  than  a  mad  hole  or  a  swamp.  This  is  a 
part  of  the  chain.  And  where  are  the  chains  to 
connect  the  other  parts  of  the  country  ?  By 
what  national  road  are  the  North  and  the  South 
connected?  What  national  road  runs  to  the 
East?  Is  this  the  only  national  object  which 
the  Grovemment  is  authorized  to  foster?  The 
House  are  now  to  decide  an  important  question 
— ^Whether  a  part  of  the  country  that  lives  upon 
and  grows  rich  by  this  road,  shall  be  exempted 
from  the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair? 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Woodcock,  of  New  York,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Weight,  and  Mr.  Wakfield, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  car- 
ried— ayes  70. 


Monday,  April  8. 

Territory  of  Florida — The  Temporary  Act  for 
its  Government — Preeidenfe  Understanding 
of  the  Act^  vihich  was  to  continue  the  Existing 
Spanish  Oovemment^  administered  Ify  our 
Officers^  until  Congress  had  time  to  Provide 
Territorial  Government  more  Congenial  to 
our  own  Institutions. 

A  Message  from  the  Pbssidknt  ov  ths  Unit- 
KD  States,  received  on  Saturday  last,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

T[>  the  House  of  JUpreseniaHves  of  ths  Umted  JSuOes  : 

I  communicate  herewith  to  the  Hoiue  a  report  from 
the  Secretaxy  of  War,  oontaining  information  request- 
ed by  their  resolution  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

It  may  be  proper  frirther  to  add,  that  the  secreta- 
ries of  both  the  Territories  have  occasionally  re- 
quired and  received  the  aid  of  the  military  force  of 
&e  United  States,  stationed  within  them,  respective- 
ly, to  carry  ioto  effect  the  acts  of  their  authority. 

The  goveroment  of  East  and  West  Florida  was, 
nnder  the  Spanish  dominion,  almost  ezchisively  mili- 
tary ;  the  governors  of  both  were  military  c^oers, 
and  united  in  their  persons  the  chief  authority,  both 
dvil  and  militaiy. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  last  session,  providing  for  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  the  newly  ceded  provinces,  was  carried  into 
execution,  has  been  communicated  to  Congress  in 
my  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  It  was 
to  leave  the  authorities  of  the  country,  as  they  were 
found  existinff  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  to  be  exer- 
cised until  the  meeting  of  Congress,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  introduction  of  a  system,  more  con- 
genial to  our  own  institutions,  would  be  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  important  subjects  of  their  deliber- 
ations. From  this,  among  other  obvious  considera- 
tions, military  officers  were  appointed  to  take  pos- 
session of  both  provinces.  But,  as  tlie  military  com- 
mand of  General  Jackson  was  to  cease  on  the  Ist  of 


June,  General  Gaines,  the  officer  next  in  command, 
then  here,  who  was  first  de^gnated  to  take  possenioQ 
of  East  Florida,  received  from  me  a  verbal  diiection 
to  give  such  e£fbct  to  any  requisition  from  the  Gov- 
ernor for  military  aid,  to  enforce  his  authority,  as  the 
circumstances  might  require.  It  was  not  foreaeea 
that  the  command  in  both  the  proTinces  would,  be- 
fore further  legislation  by  Congress  on  that  subject, 
devolve  upon  &e  secretaries  of  the  Territories,  but, 
had  it  been  foreseen,  the  same  direction  would  have 
been  given  as  applicable  to  them. 

No  authority  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  secre- 
taries to  issue  commands  to  that  portion  of  the  Army 
which  is  in  Florida ;  and  whenever  the  aid  of  the 
military  has  been  required  by  them,  it  has  been  bj 
written  requisitions  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
troops,  who  have  yielded  compliance  thereto,  doubt- 
less under  the  directions  received  fixnn  General 
Gaines,  as  understood  by  him  to  be  authorized. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  a  letter 
was  received  at  the  War  Department  from  Colonel 
Brooke,  the  officer  commanding  at  Pensacola,  re- 
questing instructions  how  far  he  was  to  consider  these 
requisitions  as  authoritative ;  but  the  assurance  that 
a  new  organization  of  the  government  was  immedi- 
ately to  be  authorized  by  Congress,  was  a  motive  for 
superseding  any  specific  decision  upon  the  inquiry. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

WASHiNGTOir,  April  6,  1822. 

Commissioner  of  Publie  Buildings. 

Mr.  Blaoeledob  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  instructed  "  to  in- 
Quire  into  the  expediency  of  transferring  the 
auties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Commit 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  to  the  principal 
architect,''  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
said  commissioner ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Bnildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  2d  of  April  instant, 
directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  ^*  into  tihe  expediency 
of  transferring  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Boildiiiga  to  the  prin- 
cipal architect,"  report : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  16di 
day  of  July,  1790,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  authorieed  to  appoint,  and  keep  in  i^ppointment 
so  long  as  might  be  necessary,  three  commissionerfly 
whose  duty,  among  other  things*  it  was  made  by  the 
said  act,  (according  to  such  plans  as  the  President 
should  approve,)  to  provide  suitable  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  Congress,   and  of  the  Pieddent, 
and  for  the  public  offices  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.    The  office  of  the  commiasionera,  cre- 
ated by  the  above-mentioned  act,  was  abolished  by 
an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  Bist  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1802 ;  and  the  afikirs  of  the  city  of  Waahing- 
ton,  which  had  been  imder  the  care  and  superintends 
ence  of  the  commissioners,  were  placed  under  the 
direction  of  a  superintendent,  appointed  by  and  acting 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Pre^dent  of  the  Unitea 
States.    The  superintendent  was  invested  with  aU 
the  powers,  and  charged  with  the  performance  of  aU 
the  duties  of  the  commissioners,  by  or  in  virtue  s- 
any  act  of  Congress,  or  any  act  of  the  General  Ad 
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■embl7  of  Maiyland,  or  any  deed  or  deeds  of  tnut 
from  die  original  proprietors  of  the  lots  in  the  nid 
dty,  or  in  any  other  manner  whaterer.  The  salaiy 
of  the  superintendent  was  fixed  bj  the  act  of  the  Sd 
of  March,  1808,  at  twelve  hundred  doUars  per  an- 
num, besides  contingent  expenses. 

Bj  the  act  of  April  29th,  1806,  the  office  of  super- 
intendent was  abolished,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  widi  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
was  required  to  appoint  one  commissioner,  who  shall 
hold  no  other  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States ;  who  is  allowed  a  salaiy  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  with  which 
the  three  commissioners  were  charged,  and  the  du- 
ties a^  the  superintendent    It  is  the  dutjr  c^  the  Ck)m- 
missioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  to  select  and  ap- 
point the  architect  and  all  other  agents  engaged  in 
the  public  buildings,  to  %ji  their  compensation,  to 
detennine  the  number  and  description  of  workmen  to 
be  employed,  and  their  pay,  to  provide  and  purchase 
materials,  to  inspect  the  plans  and  execution  of  the 
work,  and  to  have  the  general  regulation  and  super- 
intendence of  the  whole.    It  is  his  duty  to  make  all 
the  diabursements  of  money,  either  on  account  of 
labor  or  materials,  to  procure  regular  vouchers  for 
the  same,  and  to  account  at  the  Treasuiy  for  all  sums 
npropriated  to  objects  within  his  department.    It  is 
also  lua  duty,  as  superintendent  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, to  see  that  the  plan  and  regulations  are  ob- 
nrved,  to  attend  to  the  sale  of  pubuc  lots,  to  collect 
and  account  for  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  make,  under 
certain  circumstances^  streets  through,  and  footways 
in  front  of  the  public  grounds,  and  to  have  the  care 
and  management  of  those  grounda    It  is  also  under- 
stood, that  the  United  States  are  parties  to  the  sev- 
eral suits  now  pending  to  try  the  right  to  the  property 
in  the  ci^  of  Washington,  of  a  considerable  amount, 
the  care  and  management  of  which  suits  appertain  to 
tile  Commiasioner  of  the  Public  Buildings.    It  may 
not  be  thought  irrelevant  here  to  refer  to  a  report 
made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  to 
the  House  of  Representativea,  during  the  present 
seasioii,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  dty  of 
Washin^rton,  by  which  it  appears,  "  that  of  the  build- 
ing  lota   there  remain  unsold  about  the  number  of 
6,150,    the  reservations,  containing   together   541 
aci^  1  rood  and  29  perches,  or  2^584,745  square 
feet,  equal  to  4,479^  standard  lots ;  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  the  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per 
m,  and  at  this  valuation  the  whole  of  the  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington,  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars.** 
There  la  do  such  officer  created  by  law  as  an  archi- 
tect of  the  public  bnildingSi  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Commisflioner  iJL  Public  Buildings  to  employ  an  ar- 
chitect, when  necessary,  as  it  is  his  duty  likewise  to 
employ  all  other  necessary  agents ;   and  when  .the 
public   buildings  shall  be  completed,  the  services  <^ 
an  architect  may  be  dispensed  with.    From  the  view 
which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  duties  of  the 
Comroisaioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  taking  into 
consideration  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  pubho 
property  subject  to  his  care  and  management,  they 
cannot  rieaist  the  impression  that  the  office  is  a  neoea- 
«zy  one,  that  its  duties  are  important,  and  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  transfer  them,  as  propoMd  by  the  rea- 
olotion.     The  committee,  however,  being  anxious  to 
retrench  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  where 
it  may  be  done  without  sacrifice  of  the  public  inter- 


est, and  believing  that  the  duties  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Public  Buildings  are  less  arduous  than  they 
formerly  were,  in  consequence  of  the  progress  made 
towards  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  recommend 
a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  commissioner  to  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  «»™it»^  and  for 
that  purpose  have  directed  that  a  bUl  be  .reported. 

Monum&nX  to  Baron  De  Kalb. 

Mr.  Wbight,  pursnant  to  notice,  asked  leave 
to  introdace  a  bill  to  erect  a  monament  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Baron  De  £alb.  Mr.  W. 
prodaoed  the  proceedings  of  Congress  of  1780, 
as  follows : 

iSeso&w^  That  a  moirament  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Major  General  Baron  De  Kalb, 
in  the  city  of  Amu^polis,  in  the  State  of  M«yland,. 
with  the  following  inscription : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 

Knight  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Military  Merit, 

Brigadier  of  the  Armies  of  Franoe, 

and 

Major  General  in  the  Service  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

Having  served,  with  honor  and  reputation, 

for  three  years. 

He  f^ve  a  last  and  glorious  proof 

of  his  attachment  to  the  liberties 

of  mankind  and  the  cause  of  America, 

In  the  action  near  Camden,  in  the  State  of  Si  Carolina^ 

On  the  16th  April,  1780. 

When,  leading  on  the  troops  of 

the  Maryland  and  Delaware  Lines 

against  superior  numbers. 

And  animating  them  by  his  example, 

to  £eds  of  valor, 

He  was  pierced  with  many  wounds,  • 

and  on  the  19th  foUowiog  expired, 

in  the  48th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

In  gratitude  to  his 

seal,  services,  and  merit,  have  decreed 

This  Monument 

Having  read  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
believed  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  a  RepresentatlTe 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ment of  those  patriots  of  the  Revolution  who 
achieved  our  independence,  in  a  case  like  tlus, 
where  they  intended  to  honor  a  hero  of  a  for^ 
eign  dime,  who  shed  his  blood  for  tiie  libertiee 
of  America;  especially  as,  in  doing  this,  they 
perpetuate  the  services  of  the  Maryl^d  and 
Delaware  lines,  who  distinguished  themselves 
on  that  occasion.  The  small  sum  requisite  to 
do  this  business,  he  was  sure,  would  not  influ- 
ence any  member  of  the  -House  against  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  grateftd  intentions  of  those 
patriots  who  declared  us  independent 

[The  House  refused  to  consider  Mr.  W.'s  mo- 
tion— ^ayes  26.] 

Appropriation  Bill — Stoppage  of  Pay  to 

D^auUon. 

Mr.  OooKB  submited  the  following  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill: 
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**  Provided,  however^  That  no  money  appropriated  hj 
this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensa- 
tion, who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  nntil 
snch  person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable.** 

The  qoestion  being  taken  on  this  proviso  it 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended* 

Tuesday,  April  9. 

Ptokilntian  of  Advances^  unlen  in  Extraordi- 
nary Caaea^  and  Prompt  Settlement  of  Pvhlio 
Accounts, 

Mr.  Babsett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Betolvedf  That  in  all  fntnre  transactions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, either  where  sernces  are  to  be  rendered,  or 
supplies  furnished,  no  money  shall  be  advanced  by  the 
Government,  or  payments  made,  but  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  work  done,  or  services  rendered,  or  supplies 
furnished,  before  such  payment 

JieBolvedf  That  when  any  oflScer,  or  other  agent  of 
the  Grovemment,  shall  fail  to  settle  his  aooounts  with- 
in the  period  prescribed  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary,  or  the  head  of  the  Department  in 
which  it  shall  occur,  to  dismiss  such  officer  immedi- 
ately, and  in  those  cases  where  the  power  to  dismiss 
is  not  in  the  head  of  the  Department,  it  is  hereby 
made  Ida  duty  to  report  such  case  to  the  President, 
whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  dismiss  such  officer  or  agent 
from  the  service  of  the  Govenmient. 

lUtolvedy  That  the  President  may,  for  the  payment 
of  pensions,  military  pay,  and  supplies,  order  snch  ad- 
vances to  be  made  as  the  public  service  may  imperi- 
ously require,  and  shall  have  like  power  to  order  such 
necessary  advances  as  the  public  good  may  imperi- 
ously require  in  the  remoter  points  of  the  United 
States,  or  without  the  United  States,  but  no  such  ad- 
vances shall  be  made  on  contracts  hereafter  to  be 
made  with  tiie  Government ;  all  advances  made  under 
this  authority  shall  be  accounted  for  within  the  period 
prescribed,  and  shall,  on  failure,  be  subject  to  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  other  casesL 

JUtdvedj  That  all  officers,  agents,  or  contractors, 
of  the  Government,  shall,  if  within  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  settle  their  accounts  once 
in  every  quarter ;  if  within  four  hundred  miles,  in  four 
months ;  if  within  five  hundred,  five  months ;  if 
within  the  United  States,  six  months.  And  all  such 
officers  or  agents  of  the  Government,  to  whom  it  may 
be  necessary  to  advance  money  without  the  Um'ted 
States,  shall  be  held  to  make  settlement  in  three 
months  after  their  return  to  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  and  heads  of  Depart- 
ments apply  these  principles,  in  an  equitable  manner, 
to  all  persons  now  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  explained  bneflv  his  views  in  offering 
the  resolutions,  and  oonduded  by  moving  that 
the  same  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Appropriation  BiU, 

The  House  then  agreed  to  resume  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bHi  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1822 ; 
and  the  immediate  question  was,  upon  a  ooncar- 
rence  with  the  Committee  of  tJie  Whole  in  strik- 


ing out  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 
Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  concluded  his  fiq[>eech  of  yester- 
day, and  cdled  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  make  no  apol- 
ogy for  rising  to  address  the  House  upon  the 
present  occasion.  The  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  said,  had  been  attacked,  and  her  views 
had  been  misrepresented,  by  honorable  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor ;  and  he  should  feel  himself 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
as  one  of  her  representatives,  if,  after  what  had 
been  said,  he  were  not  to  stand  forth  in  her  de- 
fence. 

As  it  often  happened,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  mep 
are  most  afflicted  by  imaginary  diseases,  so  it 
occurs  that  they  most  dread  imaginary  dangers. 
This  has  been  tiie  case  with  the  gentleman  irom 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jonbs.)  He  has  been  grappling 
with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  though  she 
stood  ready  to  hurl  the  mountain  into  the  Cum- 
berland road,  described  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Bayly,)  and  he  were  the  Aflas 
who  could  sustain  it  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
thus  make  the  attempt  unavailing.  This  fancy 
of  the  gentleman  has  produced  an  excellent 
speech .  Indeed,  without  much  imagination  and 
ardor  of  feeling  there  can  be  but  little  eloqnenoe. 
Let  me,  however,  assure  that  gentleman  and  this 
House,  that  neither  Pennsylvania  nor  her  repre- 
sentatives dream  of  the  destruction  of  the  Cam- 
berland  road. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  JoNifli) 
and  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Har- 
din,) have  ingeniously  attempted  to  connect  the 
grant  of  this  appropriation  with  the  preservation 
or  destruction  of  this  road.  They  have  asked 
us  if  we  wiU  now  destroy  that  great  national 
work — ^if  we  will  dose  the  avenues  which  keep 
the  intercourse  open  between  the  East  and  the 
West.  I  answer,  we  will  not.  We  all  admit 
that  the  road  should  be  preserved.  The  qnestion 
now  to  be  determined  by  this  House,  is  not 
whether  the  road  shall  be  destroyed,  bnt  by 
whom  shall  it  be  repaired?  whether  by  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use,  and 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  constructed.  The 
National  Government  have  made  the  road  at  an 
expense  of  $1,000,000.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  said  by  gentiemen  about  the  ex- 
istence of  a  compact  for  that  purpose,  it  now 
appears  that  five-sixths  of  this  enormous  expen- 
diture has  been  pure  bounty.  It  has  been 
stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  the  two  per 
cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales  of 
lands  of  Ohio,  which  was  the  sum  pledged^ 
the  purpose  of  making  a  road,  does  not  exceed 
$300,000.  The  United  States  then,  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cumberland  road,  have  heen 
actuated  by  the  most  liberal  policy  towards  the 
people  of  the  West  ^, 

What  has  been  the  principal  argument  urged 
by  gentlemen  friendly  to  this  appropriation,  to 
induce  us  to  keep  the  road  in  repair?  ^^^l 
opinion  it  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  wmcii 
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has  ever  been  presented  to  this  House.  8ay 
thej.  because  you  have  made  the  road,  yoa 
Bhoald,  therefore,  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting 
it.  Is  not  this  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse 
of  one  which  would  naturally  flow  from  the 
premises?  If  we  have  been  so  generous  as  to 
make  a  road  for  you,  ought  you  not,  at  least,  to 
keep  it  in  repair  ?  If  tolls  could  not  be  col- 
lected upon  it  sufficient  for  its  preservation,  there 
would  be  some  force  in  the  argument  This. 
however,  is  not  pretended.  Indeed,  we  should 
be  almost  induced  to  believe,  from  the  represen- 
tations of  its  friends,  if  we  did  not  know  to  tiie 
contrary,  that  it  was  the  only  road  which  con- 
nects the  West  with  the  East. 

In  what  estimation  would  an  individual  be 
held  who  had  received  as  a  free  gift  a  valuable 
fium,  if^  when,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  it  needed 
repairs,  he  should  demand  from  his  benefactor 
the  sum  which  they  might  cost,  and  assign  his 
generosity  in  conferring  the  original  bounty,  as 
a  reason  why  he  was  bound  to  satisfy  this  new 
daim  t  The  present  is  a  case  precisely  parallel 
with  the  one  now  before  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
goes.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
HABDnr,)  and  the  gentieman  from  l^ennessee, 
(Mr.  Jokes),  have  gone  still  further,  and  have 
attributed  not  only  to  my  colleagues  who  have 
heretofore  addressed  vou  on  this  subject,  but  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  a  selfish 
and  illiberal  policy,  because  they  have  resisted 
this  unreasonable  demand.  With  what  justice 
the  charge  has  been  made  remains  for  this  House 
to  determine. 

Gentlemen  have  instituted  comparisons  be- 
tween the  amount  of  public  money  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the  East  and 
in  the  West  As  a  present  consolation  for  the 
dii^arity  in  this  respect,  which  the  gentieman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Habdxk)  supposes  to  exist 
in  &Tor  of  the  East,  he  has  predicted  that  the 
day  will  ere  long  arrive  when  the  weight  of 
power  shall  be  transferred  to  the  West  It  is 
beoanse  my  feelings  are  all  friendly  to  that  por- 
tion of  our  Union,  that  I  dislike  to  hear  such 
sentiments  from  sources  so  respectable.  Gentle- 
men, without  intending  it  I  am  convinced,  have 
been  thus  endeavoring  to  excite  jealousies  be- 
tween people,  whose  feelings  and  whose  com- 
mon interests  are  both  precisely  the  same. 

With  what  justice  has  it  been  contended  by 
gentlemen,  that  the  monev  expended  in  the 
eonstmction  of  a  navy,  has  been  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Eai^m  section  of  the  Union  ? 
Althongh  it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  a 
navy  is  the  best  defence  for  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  yet  it  is  peculiarly  the  bulwark  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
The  extent  of  coast  upon  the  Atlantic,  would 
lender  it  impracticable  for  any  hostile  naval 
force  altogether  to  prevent  us  from  sending  a 
portion  of  our  produce  to  market ;  but  let  the 
mouth  of  the  jOssissippi  be  blockaded  by  a 
ffuret  of  that  description,  superior  to  our  own, 
and,  I  ask,  what  will  become  of  all  the  surplus 
agricoltural  productions  of  the  vast  and  fertile 


valley  watered  by  that  river  and  its  tributary 
streams?  The  truth  is,  we  are  all  so  connect- 
ed together  by  our  interest,  as  to  place  us  in  a 
state  of  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other, 
and  to  make  that  which  is  for  the  interest  of 
any  one  member  of  the  federal  family  benefi- 
cial, in  most  instances,  to  all  the  rest  We 
never  can  be  divided  without  first  being  guilty 
of  political  suicide.  The  prosperity  of  a&  the 
States  depends  as  much  upon  their  Union  as  the 
human  life  depends  upon  that  of  the  soul  and 
the  body. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  about  the  illiber- 
ality  of  whose  views  on  this  subject  so  much 
has  been  said,  never  has  acted  towards  you  in 
the  manner  those  interested  in  the  Oumberland 
road  have  done.  Had  you  advanced  us  the 
money  to  construct  a  road  which  would  have 
been  advantageous  to  our  citizens  generally, 
you  should  never  afterwards  have  been  askea 
to  advance  money  to  keep  it  in  repair.  We 
should  have  considered  such  a  request  both 
ungrateful  and  unjust  The  citizens  of  that 
State,  with  the  aid  which  she  has  liberally  be- 
stowed, have  already  completed  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven  miles  of  turnpike  road,  of 
which  about  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  are  of 
solid  stone.  Laws  have  been  passed  for  the 
construction  of  seven  hundred  and  fourteen 
miles  more.  The  State  has  expended  upon  these 
objects  $1,861,542,  and  individuals,  $4,168,847. 
One  of  these  roads  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  connects  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  with  that  of  Pittsburg.  The  gen- 
tieman from  Tennessee,  two  years  ago,  found 
tills  road  to  be  a  bad  one.  .  The  temper  of 
mind  with  which  people  travel  has  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  their  judgment  of  the  road,  and  I 
fear  this  cause  has  operated,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, upon  the  mind  of  my  honorable  friend. 

It  is  expected  that  this  road,  as  well  as  all  oth- 
ers of  tiie  same  kind  in  Pennsylvania,  shall  not 
only  support  itself  but  yield  some  small  divi- 
dend upon  the  stock  subscribed  for  its  construc- 
tion. I  ask,  then,  with  what  justice  towards 
that  State  can  you  repair  the  Ciumberland  road 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  it  perfectly  free? 
Even  after  you  shall  have  placed  toll  gates  upon 
it,  there  will  be  no  fair  competition.  No  more 
toll  will  be  collected  upon  it  than  will  be  neces- 
sary for  its  preservation,  whilst  our  road,  in 
addition  to  that  amount,  must  pay  an  interest 
to  the  State,  and  to  the  stockholders.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  Pennsylvania  be  cen- 
sured for  maintaining  the  principle,  that  those 
who  travel  upon  the  Cumberland  road,  and  are 
most  interested  in  its  preservation,  should  keep 
it  in  repair.  She  does  not  deserve,  at  your 
hands,  that  you  should  give  a  premium  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  divert- 
ing travellers  away  from  her  road,  and  inducing 
them  to  use  another  which  is  in  no  respect 
superior.  It  will  not  be  denied  but  that,  in 
times  of  trial,  she  has  both  fought  and  paid 
with  as  much  alacrity  as  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 
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Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said,  I  be- 
lieve, as  firmly  as  I  do  in  mj  existence,  that  the 
friends  of  this  road  might  with  safety  retrooede 
it  to  Pennsylvania.  It  would  not  be  delivering 
np  the  lamb  to  the  wolf,  to  nse  the  expression 
of  an  honorable  gentleman.  Pennsylvania  is 
now  no  more  governed  by  a  selfish  policy,  than 
when  she  ceded  to  the  United  States  die  soil 
over  which  the  road  passes.  She  then  under- 
stood her  true  interest  as  well  as  now.  There 
certainly  has  been  nothing  in  her  conduct  since, 
which  could  induce  a  rational  belief  that  she 
would  destroy  this  great  public  work,  if  it  were 

S laced  in  her  power.  In  that  case  she  would 
0  nothing  more  than  impose  a  toll  upon  it, 
sufficient  to  create  a  fair  competition  between 
it  and  her  own  road ;  and  then  leave  the  pub- 
lic to  decide  which  they  would  use.  We  do 
not  however,  ask  for  a  retrocession;  all  we 
desire  is,  that  the  road  may  hereafter  support 
itself,  and  not  be  a  perpetual  drain  upon  the 
public  treasury. 

The  existence  of  this  road,  I  can  assure  gen- 
tlemen, is  not  a  subject  of  such  alarm  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  her  metropolis, 
as  they  suppose.  Whilst  Philadelphia  shall  de- 
serve the  character  which  she  has  so  justly  ac- 
quired for  commercial  integrity,  she  will  always 
find  customers  in  the  West,  no  matter  over 
what  road  they  may  travel.  Her  experience 
has  already  proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  both  for  the  sake 
of  her  merchants  and  those  of  the  West,  that, 
hereafter,  the  latter  may  be  able  to  comply 
with  their  contracts  better  than  they  have  done 
heretofore.  In  making  this  observation,  I  have 
not  the  most  remote  intention  of  giving  offence, 
because  I  know  that  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  people  of  the  West  arose  from  causes, 
the  operation  of  which  they  did  not  at  first 
foresee,  and  could  not  afterwards  control. 

We  have  all,  then,  arrived  at  this  conclusion, 
that  the  road  shsll  not  be  suffered  to  go  to  ruin. 
Whatever  doubts  may  fit  present  be  enter- 
tained, either  of  the  policy  of  its  original  con- 
struction or  location,  about  which  I  have  my 
own  opinion,  we  must  not  now  allow  it  to  be  de- 
stroyed. Before  toll  can  with  justice  be  de- 
manded from  travellers,  it  must  be  repaired. 
The  mountain,  which  it  is  said  has  slid  down 
into  it,  must  be  removed.  From  motives  of 
generosity  to  people  of  the  West,  and  not  of 
justice,  I  am,  therefore,  free  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  am  willing  a  provision  shall  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  tolls, 
appropriating  to  the  road  this  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $9,194  26.  After,  however,  we  shall 
have  given  them  that  amount  and  our  blessing, 
it  should  be  explicitly  understood  that  we  shful 
never  again  hear  any  more  demands  for  money 
from  that  quarter  on  the  same  account. 

Mr.  Baylt,  of  Maryland,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 

•  I  have  not  heretofore  occupied  as  much  of  your 

time  upon  the  fioor  as  some  other  gentlemen 

have  done,  but  shall,  upon  this  question,  give 

you  a  little  of  my  slang.    I  consider  this  road  a  | 


great  national  object  gome  gentlemen  tab 
the  liberty  of  talking  a  great  deal  without 
knowing  much  of  the  subject,  and  some  of  the 
newspapers  have  styled  this  t^e  wisest  Con- 
gress we  have  ever  had ;  and,  if  being  dilstoiy 
in  action  is  a  mark  of  wisdom,  it  is  eminat^ 
entitled  to  that  appellation — in  troth,  we  ani 
talking  people,  and  take  a  long  time  to  conbider 
upon  the  most  trifling  appropriation.  IHiatiB 
this  $9,000,  compared  with  its  object?  Letns 
give  it  to  them  to  make  a  good  road,  which  will 
facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  East  and 
the  West,  and  diffuse  knowledge.  Some  of  oar 
brothers  in  the  West  must  stand  in  need  of  in- 
telligence, otherwise  they  would  not  oppose  ^e 
completion  of  this  road.  If  we  have  not  tiie 
means  of  communication,  we  shall  in  time  be- 
come divided,  and  think  we  have  separato  and 
distinct  interests.  The  Union  cannot  be  pre- 
served, except  by  commercial  intercourse,  and 
a  free  and  easy  commerce  will  always  keep  ns 
united.  Why  was  Alexander  called  "  Alexan- 
der the  Great?"  Not  solely  because  be  con- 
quered the  world,  but  because  he  coimected 
together  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  a  grand 
commercial  system — ^he  buUt  Alexandria,  and 
associated  his  name  with  the  great  system  of 
international  knowledge  and  profit,  of  which  be 
was  the  author.  That  is  the  true  reason  be  bas 
been  universally  called  the  Great.  Nations 
whose  interests  are  not  united  by  commerce, 
become  prejudiced,  and  despise  and  kill  each 
other. 

Pennsylvania,  from  her  opposition,  wonld 
seem  more  willing  to  put  a  mountain  in  tbe 
middle  of  the  Cumberland  road,  than  to  repair 
it.  A  large  portion  of  that  State  does  not,  nor 
never  did,  like  this  road ;  that  is,  the  Pittsbnig 
interest  does  not,  because  it  does  not  pass 
through  that  town.  Is  this  road  exdusiTelj 
advantageous  to  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Philadelphia  ?  That  is  the  question  with  theffi. 
I  am  myself  perfectly  disinterested,  living  upon 
the  Atiantio,  having  never  been  on  this  road, 
and  perhaps  never  shall,  for  I  have  no  intention 
as  yet  of  becoming  an  emigrant,  and  regret 
that,  at  present,  such  a  mania  prevails  in  tbe 
Atlantic  States,  of  sinking  fortunes  in  the  west- 
ern wilds ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  tim^ 
the  tide  will  change,  and  these  emigrants  will 
see  their  error,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  de- 
lightfU  land  of  their  fathers,  and  then  let  them 
have  a  good  road  and  bridges  to  facilitate  their 
return.  The  distinctions  of  Northern,  Easteni, 
and  Western,  or  men  of  the  woods,  shonld  be 
deprecated.  We  should  be  but  one  peopH 
Americans — and  this  desirable  object  is  to  be 
attained  and  preserved  only  by  keeping  ^  ^ 
easy  and  comfortable  communication,  and  re- 
ciprocating benefits  and  favors  to  one  anothen 
and  then  we  shall  find  that  we  think,  f^JT: 
speak  alike.  £cod  I  then  we  shall  be  very  go^ 
friends.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  speak  in  t*« 
language  of  our  brethren  firom  the  West  Thw 
is  a  great  national  object,  and  connected  with 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  which  can 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


881 


1823.] 


Appropriation  BiU, 


[H.  or  R. 


be  easily  effected,  will  unite,  by  an  easy  pas- 
sage, the  Western  country  with  the  whole  At- 
lantic coast  New  York  is  cutting  a  magnifi- 
oent  canal,  for  which  she  is  entiued  to  sreat 
credit,  but  some  of  her  great  men  here  diink 
that  it  goes  round  the  world,  and  that  no  other 
nationiJ  improvement  is  worthy  consideration. 
Her  politics  seem  to  be  bounded  by  De  Witt 
Clinton  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  all  public 
improrements  to  end  with  this  canaL  She  has 
wise  men  too,  wiser,  no  doubt,  than  ^e  has 
Bent  here  for  these  two  or  three  years.  How- 
ever,  that  State  is  great  in  resources,  but  she 
has  received  a  little  help  in  making  her  canal 
by  her  salt,  and  Saratoga  waters,  and  tax  upon 
travellers  in  steamboats.  But  this  has  not 
much  to  do  with  the  subject.  This  road  ought 
to  be  repaired,  and  then  kept  up  by  a  toll. 
l%ere  shoxdd  likewise  be  a  good  bridge  over 
the  Monongahela;  and,  instead  of  forty  thou- 
mid  dollan  to  build  a  wooden  one,  there 
should  be  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  to 
make  a  good  substantial  stone  bridge— a  good 
road,  bridges,  and  canals,  connecting  the  East 
with  the  West,  will  enable  all  parts  of  the 
oountry  to  lena  speedy  aid  and  assistance  to 
each  other,  when  they  shall  stand  in  need  in 
the  hour  of  battle. 

The  oljection  against  making  this  appropria- 
tion upon  constitutional  ground,  comes  too 
late;  the  road  and  bridges  are  nearly  finished, 
and  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  have 
becA  aanctioned  by  Presidents  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  and  by  many  Oongresses. 
Tliere  is,  however,  now,  rarely  an  appropria- 
tion that  can  be  thought  of^  but  some  gentle- 
man has  constitutional  scruples,  and  one  would 
•appose  that,  in  Virginia,  mm  the  nice  scru- 
ples manifested  by  some  of  her  members,  that 
it  is  there  thought  to  be  unconstitutional  to 
have  or  to  travel  upon  a  good  road.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he^  had  merely  risen  to  assist  his 
Western  brethren,  that  he  had  not  any  personal 
interest  in  the  business,  and  that  he  believed 
tfiat  the  gentleman  from  Richmond  here,  (who 
•at  before  him,)  was  in  the  same  situation,  and 
that  he  hoped  that  he  would  lay  aside  his  con- 
stitational  scruples,  and  lend  his  assistance. 

Ifr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  observed,  that  he 
r^retted  much  to  rise  at  that  period  of  the 
deMte,  and  swell  the  list  of  speakers  on  the 
sabject  before  the  House,  but,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the  present 
qaestion,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks against  a  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  Cumberland  road. 
He  was  the  more  induced  so  to  do,  from  ob- 
serving so  great  an  opposition  in  many  parts  of 
the  House  to  granting  this  pittance,  which, 
ihhongh  deemed  of  immense  importance  in 
promoting  the  views  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  was  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be 
worth  contending  for.  We  do  not  claim  this 
appropriation  as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  but 
ippeu  to  the  liberality  of  the  representatives 


of  this  nation  for  a  small  share  of  the  general 
benefits.  He  hoped  that,  independent  of  con- 
stitutional objections,  which  he  would  not  now 
argue,  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the 
road,  and  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  repair, 
which  could  be  timeously  effected  in  no  other 
way,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  liberal 
ana  enlightened  representatives  of  this  nation 
to  maintain  this  work,  heretofore  generally 
considered  as  of  a  national  character. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
should  have  given  a  silent  vote,  had  not  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jonbb)  chal- 
lenged those  who  were  opposed  to  this  appro- 
priation to  give  the  reasons  for  their  opposition. 

He  had  constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation ;  the 
advocates  of  the  appropriation  had  obviously 
confounded  the  power  of  the  State  and  Gene- 
ral Governments,  as  well  as  the  constitutional- 
ity andpolicy  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  the  subject-matter  of 
the  present  discussion  was  a  brandi  of  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  internal  improvements;  that 
these  were  physical  or  moral ;  that  the  first 
head  comprehended  roads,  bridges,  and  canals ; 
and  the  second,  literary  institutions,  religious 
and  scientific  establishments,  corporations  for 
mechanical,  manufacturing,  charitable,  and  oth- 
er purposes,  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public 
mind,  improve  the  morals,  invigorate  the  in- 
dustiy,  and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  society. 

The  real  question,  therefore,  before  the  com- 
mittee was,  nave  Congress  the  power  to  legis- 
late upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvements 
within  the  States? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  in  justification  of  the  vote  he  should 
give  on  the  question  before  the  committee ;  it  was 
not  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  but  the 
constitutional  principle  that  would  be  violated, 
that  rendered  it  important — ^that  he  had  barely 
suggested  the  outline  of  an  argument  without 
detail  or  illustration — ^that,  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  forbore  to  enter  fhrther  into  the 
subject.  He  repeated  that  these  were  his  views 
of  the  constitution,  which  he  was  bound  to  sup- 
port, and  that  the  advocates  of  the  appropria- 
tion must  either  remove  his  objections  or  excuse 
his  vote. 

Messrs.  Plumes  of  New  Hampshire,  Rsm, 
Rhsa,  Milnob,  and  Skboeant,  expressed  their 
opinions  in  favor  of  the  concurrence ;  and 
Messrs.  Boss,  Wbight,  Hasdin,  Nslbozt  of 
of  Maryland,  Stewart,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, against  it ;  when  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  concurrence 
— ^yeas  105,  nays  58,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Meairs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mawachoaetts, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Barrows,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Cannon,  Cassedy, 
Cocke,  Colden,  Condict,  Conlding,  Conner,  Craft^ 
Denison,  Dickinson,  Dnrfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eostis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,   Fuller,   Gamett,  Gebhard,   Qihner,  QiM» 
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Gorham,  GitMi,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobart^  Hooks, 
Habbard,  Kejs,  EirklaDd,  Lathiop,  Leftwich,  lin- 
coin,  Long,  McCarty,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McNeill, 
McSherry,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Milnor,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Pemuylvania,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Nelson  of  Viiginia,  Oventreet,  Phillips, 
Pierson,  Plainer  of  New  Hampshire,  Pluner  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Reed  of  Massaehnsetts,  Reid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Rosa,  RusmU, 
Sanders,  Sergeant,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connectioat,  Stevenson,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Vu^g^a,  Upham,  Vance, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  Whipple, 
White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
son, Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Worman. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barstow,  Bay- 
lies, Bayly,  Breckenridge,  Butler,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Chambers,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Dwiffht,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Heirick,  Hill,  Hol- 
combe,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes, 
Mallaiy,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Montgomery,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Mary- 
land, Ross,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Stewart,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Trim- 
ble, Walker,  Williams  of  VixgiSa,  Williamscvi,  Wood- 
son, and  Wright 

Wednesday,  April  10 

Prohibition  upon  Memben  of  Congresi  to  re- 
ceive Office^  Contract^  or  Employmenty  from 
the  Federal  Oovemment, 

Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  eabmitted 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
was  read,  aud  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Whereas  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1808,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  public  contracts," 
has  been  so  construed  as  to  sanction  the  appointment 
of  members  of  Congress  to  divers  public  employ- 
ments, agencies,  or  trust,  by  the  authority  of  Execu- 
tive officers  of  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  on 
the  purity  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  their  freedom  from  Executive  influence, 
depend  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  durabil- 
ity, soundness,  and  integrity  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution: 

JUeolvedf  thertfore,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  member  of  Congress,  whUe  he  continues 
as  such,  from  executing  or  holding  any  employment, 
agency,  or  trust,  in  behalf  of,  or  anywise  concerning, 
the  Government,  either  poUtical,  legal,  or  profes- 
sional, to  which  the  said  member  may  be  appointed, 
by  any  Executive  officer  of  the  United  States. 

Satttbdat,  April  18. 
Fvblic  Accounts. 

The  Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  went 
into  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  an  act,  in 
adition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts ;  when 
Mr.  BioH  proposed  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill : 

Saa  2.  And  he  it  further  enaeUd^  That,  whenever, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 


difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  aoooonlng 
officers,  as  to  &e  extent  of  the  credits  to  be  aSoiei 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  ease  shall  beie* 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  deciiion  doE 
be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  the  dixtf  of 
the  sud  Secretary,  to  cause  to  be  communicttedto 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  each  iobod,! 
statement,  comprising  the  names  of  the  perscnu  whose 
accounts  shall  nave  been  settled  die  preceding  yesr, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  vi& 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  ^eenfit 
of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditom,  ai 
upon  other  evidence  than  such  as  is  prescribed  bjpn* 
existing  laws  and  regulations. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  i!  uj 
person  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  falsely,  touching  tht 
expenditure  of  public  money,  or  in  support  of  taj 
claim  against  the  United  States,  he,  or  she,  ihall, 
upon  conviction  thereof^  su£fer  as  for  wilful  and  ocv- 
rupt  peijuiy. 

Mr.  OoGKB  moved  that  the  bill,  fogetherwith 
the  amendments,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BioH  opposed  the  motion;  to  whomllr. 
OooKs  replied. 

Mr.  MoOoT  opposed  the  motion,  and  ind' 
dentdly  supported  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Nivrov 
gave  tie  bill  his  decided  approbation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  tiie  amendments  submitted  by  Mr. 
RioH,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Honse  went  into  consideration  of  a  bill  fiirther 
to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treie- 
ury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  H.  N  elsoit,  and  Mr.  SmiB, 
of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea* 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  16. 
Military  Feace'JSetdblishmenL 

Mr.  Rhsa  said,  it  has  been  asked  what  has 
been  done  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army?  To  this  it  has  been  answered,  thit 
every  thing  promised  has  been  paid.  CoDgreei 
made  ample  provision  by  giving  a  boun^i^ 
land— one-quarter  section  to  eadi  soldier  who 
enlisted  under  the  first  act^  and  one-half  eectiA 
to  each  soldier  who  enlisted  noder  the  seoow 
act,  for  five  years  or  during  the  war,  beades 
bounty  in  money,  subsistence,  pay,  and  dott- 
ing ;  all  these  things  the  soldiers  merited.  The 
United  States  of  America  have  always  \x^ 
fully  rewarded  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tb^ 
army.  Witness  the  law  giving  pensions  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
But  it  is  intimated  that  the  bountv  land  giveo 
to  the  soldiers  is  not  good ;  if  that  be  true,  »tB 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Government.  CoB" 
ffress  provided  by  hiw  that  the  bounty  land  be 
fit  for  cultivation ;  if  it  is  not,  some  mode  w 
be  adopted  to  discover  how  that  is,  and  wW 
has  been  the  cause  of  it. 

It  is  often  m-ged  that»  to  preserre  peace,  a 
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nation  most  be  prepared  for  war.  On  this 
proposition  an  inquiry  arises — ^at  what  time  will 
war  bet*  What  is  the  adequate  measure  of 
preparation  ?  The  existing  nations  of  Europe, 
great  and  powerful  several  of  them,  in  them- 
selves, and  respectively  contiguous  to,  and  sur- 
rounded by,  powerful  nations,  are  compelled,  by 
the  principle  of  self-preservation,  to  retain  and 
keep  large  and  numerous  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace ;  other  reasons,  showing  why  the 
ruling  powers  of  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
compelled  to  keep  large  and  numerous  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  can  be  stated.  The 
existence  of  standing  armies  in  Europe  did  not 
alwavs  obtain--the  overflowing  nations  of  the 
Korth,  in  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
poured  their  swarms  firom  the  northern  hive 
mto  the  provinces  of  that  empire,  and  even  into 

•  Tikis  Is  «  very  perttneiit  qaMtlon,  snd  msy  And  Its  sn- 
■w«r  in  oar  psst  history.  We  hsye  been  serenty-lbor  yesrs 
m  aoknowledged  Independent  people,  and  in  that  time  hare 
ksd  two  yeses  of  wsr  with  a  European  power,  and  that  shoTo 
toxtf  years  sgo,  and  no  prospect  of  one  now.  Upon  the 
■ame  bssls,  and  taking  time  alone  as  the  element  of  esleala- 
tlon,  and  it  should  be  seventy-four  years  bcibre  we  should 
hare  more  than  two  years  of  another  European  war.  But 
timo  Is  no  longer  the  rule  to  go  by.  The  world  is  changed, 
and  the  dlspoaltlen  of  the  only  European  power  with  whom 
wo  h*Te  ever  had  war  has  ohanged  alsa  European  goTom- 
mente,  A>rmerly  so  prone  to  war,  now  dierlsh  peac&  The 
boslnfeflB  populations  of  the  great  powers,  fbrmerly  without 
n  Toioe  in  the  great  questions  of  peace  and  war,  now  control 
both,  and  win  haTS  no  interruption  to  their  Industrial  pur- 
•nlto  ozeept  Ibr  just  cause:  and  there  cannot  be  any  just 
oaaao  tat  wsr  between  the  United  States  and  any  European 
povor.  QrtBl  Britain  alone,  of  all  the  European  powen, 
haa  OTer  had  n  war  with  us,  and  her  disposition  hss  entirely 
ohanged  with  respect  to  us.  AAer  the  Berolutlon,  and  until 
tho  end  of  the  war  of  1818,  there  was  resentment  and  morti- 
floati<«  with  respect  to  us,  anda  temper  to  wrong  or  degrade 
as;  and  many  qncations  of  national  concern  to  settle— Im- 
praaamont,  boundaries,  and  iptorference  with  our  Indians, 
▲n  this  is  gonsu  The  only  competition  between  the  two 
nattoaa  now  is  that  of  emolation  in  works  of  honor  and  kind- 
■ass  to  each  other;  and  the  conyiotion  is  unlrersal  among 
tho  goT«mnients  snd  the  people  of  each  power,  that  their 
own  inienal,  and  that  of  the  clTilize4  world,  requires  them 
to  bo  at  paacsi  And  that  is  the  sentiment  of  all  the  great 
poweni  There  Is,  then,  no  chance  for  a  European  war  for 
lawftliin  the  scope  and  scan  of  human  vision.  On  our  own 
oontlJieBt  there  Is  no  chance,  either  with  forsign  States,  or 
with  Isdlaa  tilbes,  for  sny  thing  that  can  be  called  a  war. 
Onr  own  Indians,  once  so  formidable,  have  become  oljects 
of  military  contempt  Thus,  there  Is  no  proq>eot  before  us 
but  that  of  peace  with  the  world ;  snd  all  the  old  saws,  once 
m  sago  ^In  peace  prepare  fbr  war  "—belong  to  a  procession 
which  has  passed  by,  never  to  return;  snd  1^  by  any  per- 
Tsna  management,  there  should  be  war  with  any  power,  it 
WDold  not  bo  the  doughty  peaoe  preparations  which  would 
tsnaiaato  It,  bat  the  extemporaneous  explosion  ot  the  vol- 
aatoer  system  which  belongs  to  the  genius  of  our  people— 
veiaateor  troops  on  land,  volunteer  privateers  on  the  ocesn. 
Iho  money  now  spent  In  our  preparations  Ibr  wai^buUdlng 
Bfe^a  to  lot,  and  learning  men  to  light  who  will  die  In  their 
bods,  and  pofftoting  weqK>ns  which  are  only  used  In  killing 
each  other— is  the  ghost  of  what  was  wisdom  ones,  and  tho 
laaH^  of  wl^  to  Mlj  now. 


Italy  itself  and  oltimately  rending  in  pieces  that 
Empire,  established  new  governments  therein, 
bottomed  on  the  feudal  system.  The  power  of 
the  leaders,  and  of  those  named  barons,  became 
obnoxions  to  the  chief.  Jealousies  arose,  and 
finally  the  power  of  the  barons  was  pnt  down 
by  various  ways,  and  the  power  of  the  chief 
became  paramount ;  to  maintain  that  power,  as 
well  at  home  as  abroad,  standing  armies  became 
necessary ;  and,  although  but  Utde  at  the  be- 
ginning, they  have  increased  greaUy  in  Europe, 
and  at  this  time  are  deemed  necessary  to  keep 
in  subjection  the  unarmed  million,  and  to  sup- 
port power  over  those  called  subjects,  and  to 
perpetuate  their  subjection.  Between  govern- 
ments east  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  there  is  no  similitude 
—east  of  the  Atlantic  the  people  are  subjects, 
not  sovereign,  and  receive  tiie  law;  in  the 
United  States  of  America  the  people  are  the 
sovereign,  and  give  the  law ;  that  is,  they  or- 
dain and  make  constitutions  and  enact  laws  for 
their  government,  and  when  ordained  and  en- 
acted, they  are  the  constitutions  and  laws  of 
freemen. 

We  are  told  frequently,  and  politicians  repeat 
and  repeat,  '*  that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  must 
be  prepared  for  war ; "  so  many  talks  have  been 
made,  within  two  or  three  days  past,  about 
preparing  for  war.  that  I  have  been,  said  Mr. 
R.,  almost  persnaaed  that  we  are  about  to  be 
immediately  at  war  with  some  power.  We 
are  told  that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  must  be 
prepared  for  war.  If  so.  then,  when  will  war 
be,  and  with  whom  ?  What  is,  or  shall  be,  the 
necessary  measure  of  preparation  ?  With  any 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  there  is  no  probability 
that  the  United  States  will  soon  be  at  war. 
The  nations  and  powers  of  Europe  have  busi-  ' 
nesB  of  their  own  to  attend  to,  and  to  keep 
them  engaged  inpreserving  their  European  re- 
lations. The  dif^rences  existing  between  Rus- 
sia and  Turkey,  and  tiie  mighty  efforts  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  Greeks  to  uberate  themselves 
frx>m  Ottoman  despotism,  engage  the  attention 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  An  invasion  by 
an  army  of  any  European  pM)wer  the  United 
States  need  not  be  apprehensive  of.  The  days 
of  such  invasion  are  past.  In  respect  to  being 
prepared  for  war,  as  rdates  to  this  bill,  the 
proportion  argues  nothing ;  the  present  Military 
Establishment  oonsists  of  about  six  thousaud 
men— they  are  scattered  in  positions  over  the 
United  States  from  east  to  west,  from  north  to 
south,  extending  as  far  as  the  territories  of  this 
republican  empire  do  extend,  and  for  that 
reason,  to  an  immediate  resistance  of  invasion, 
cannot  be  effectual.  It  has  been  said,  "Let 
eentiemen  of  the  South  look  to  a  servile  war." 
What  an  insinuation  is  this— look  to  a  servile 
war  I  From  whence,  and  from  whom  ?  The 
idea  of  a  servile  war  never  ought  to  be  clothed 
witJbL  words.  The  constitutional  principles  of 
our  Government  are  not  better  understood  than 
they  ought  to  be.  This  is  not  a  consolidated 
Goveroment— it  is  a  Govenunent  oonastingof 
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twentj-four  confederated  States,  all  sovereign- 
ties, independent  of  each  other— each  one  hav- 
ing a  distinct  constitution  for  its  own  internal 
government;  hat  \xj  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union  hound  together  as  one  nation,  for  their 
general  welfare.  The  citizens  of  all  the  States, 
in  their  constitutional  union,  are  the  sovereign, 
and  the  citizens  of  each  State  are  the  sovereign 
in  that  State,  for  the  internal  regulations  there- 
of^ pursuant  to  their  respective  constitutions, 
not  contravening  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  defence  of  this  nation  is  confided 
to  the  General  Government,  hut  not  originallv 
in  every  case.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in 
tills  Union  a  repuhlican  form  of  Qovernment, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion, 
and,  on  application,  against  domestic  violence ; 
hut  each  State,  in  case  of  invasion,  has,  in  re- 
spect to  its  own  safety,  a  particular  duty  to 
perform;  a  State  is  prohibited,  by  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  to 
engage  in  a  war,  unless  ^  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
delay."  The  constitution,  in  these  cases,  au- 
thorizes a  State  to  engage  in  war.  With  what 
forces. shall  a  State  engage  in  war?  Not  with 
the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  if  there 
he  any  within  its  limits.  An  oflScer  command- 
ing regular  troops  of  the  United  States  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  refuse  the  orders  of  a  State 
authority.  With  whom,  and  with  what  de- 
scription of  force,  shall  a  State  make  war,  in 
case  of  sudden  invasion  or  imminent  danger, 
that  will  not  admit  of  delay  ?  With  the  mili- 
tia. I  repeat,  said  Mr.  R.,  with  the  militia, 
who  are  the  strong  bulwark  and  impregnable 
defence  of  this  nation ;  with  the  militia,  who 
first  must  meet  the  storm  of  invasion ;  with  the 
militia,  from  whom  is  drawn  all  the  materials 
of  a  regular  army ;  with  the  militia,  that  great 
lft>dy  of  citizens  who  work  for  all,  who  fight 
for  all,  and  who  ultimately  pay  alL  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  contem- 
plate a  regular  army,  except  in  time  of  war ;  the 
constitutions  of  the  respective  States  declare 
standing  armies  dajigerous  in  time  of  peace; 
that  principle  ought  not  to  be  contradicted. 
Admit  the  contrary  to  prevail,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  will  ultimately  be  prostrated. 
The  United  States  are  now  a  nation  of  armed 
citizens.  If  a  great  standing  army,  under  any 
pretence,  is  established  and  continued,  and  the 
citizens  are  loaded  with  taxes  of  any  description 
to  support  and  maintain  that  army,  they  will 
cease  to  be  a  nation  of  armed  freemen,  and  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  years  will  be  prostrated  from 
their  sovereignty,  and  become  subjects.  The 
United  States  are  now  encumbered  with  a  large 
debt — ^some  of  it  is  the  residue  of  the  unpiud 
debt  incurred  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
a  residue  of  that  incurred  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  other  items  of  national  expenditure.  The 
best  policy,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will,  without  a  ^stem 


of  internal  revenue,  extinguish  that  debt.   The 
resources  of  this  nation,  arising  from  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  are  greats  and  will,  if  not 
restricted,  in  a  few  years,  if  sufficiently  pro- 
tected, extinguish  that  debt;  the  revenue  will 
be  relieved  from  prewure,  and  may  then  be  ap- 
plied to  any  usefrd  purpose.    To  provide  effect- 
ually for  the  extinguishment  of  IJie  debt  of  the 
United  States,  is  the  preparation  for  war.   The 
recollection  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
scarcity  of  money,  which  the  United  States 
had  to  meet  during  the  last  war,  ought  to  per- 
suade to  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  as 
will,  without  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  con- 
duce to  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  pnblio 
debt.    Let  it  be  remembered  that  a  public  deht, 
never  to  the  people  of  these  United  States  can 
be  a  public  blessing. 

When  Mr.  R  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  senti- 
ments in  opposition  to  the  motion ;  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  negatived— 
ayes  41,  noes  89. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  committee  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
House  a^oumed. 


Wbdiiesdat,  April  17. 
Rvuian  Territorial  Claims,  and  ComfntrM 

Begulatiom  on  the  Northwest  Coast  o/Amer' 

ica, 

A  Message  received  from  the  Presidskt  of 
THE  UMrrsD  States  yesterday,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  ike  House  ofBepreseniaHves  ofiks  UmSed  8taie$: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  16th  of  February  last,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  <'  to  com- 
municate to  that  Hoase  whetiier  any  foreign  Gorern- 
ment  has  made  any  claim  to  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  upon  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42d  degree  of  \atatQd^ 
and  to  what  extent ;  whether  any  regulations  hate 
been  made  by  foreign  powers,  affecting  the  tnde  oo 
that  coast ;  and  how  it  afieota  the  interest  of  this  re- 
public ;  and  whether  any  communications  hare  beea 
made  to  this  GovemmeDt,  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occupation  of  Columbia  'Bxnt ; 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State, 
containing  the  information  embraced  by  that  reso- 
lution. JAMES  MONBOE. 
Washenotok,  AprS  16,  1622. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Peidat,  April  19. 

Affairs  in  Florida, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  YvBsaxts^ 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  BqprssentaHives  : 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  BepresentatiTSS 
copies  of  sundry  papers  having  relation  to  the  trans* 
actions  in  East  uid  West  Florida,  wMoh  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  sLnoe  my  Mes- 
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nge  to  the  two  Houmb  of  CongrMi^  of  the  28th  of 
Jamiaiy  Im^  together  with  oopiee  of  two  letters 
firom  the  Seoretaxy  of  State  upon  the  aame  aubjeot. 

JAM£S  MONROE. 
W^ASHnroTOH,  Aprii  18,  1822. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Th6  Vine  and  Olwe. 

The  bin  from  the  Senate  sapplementary  to 
the  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the 
public  lands  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the 
Tiue  and  olive,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Rankot  presented  a  variety  of  consider- 
ations in  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
replied  to  inquiries  made  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Walworth. 

Mr.  OiLiocB  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  enabled  the  purchasers  and  occupiers  of 
oertain  parts  of  the  land  to  hold  the  same  at 
two  doOars  per  acre,  when  they  were  worth 
forty,  and  the  residue  of  the  lands  would  be 
naeless  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ck>OK  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  same 
ground,  and  he  added  that  the  individuals  who 
enterea  into  the  association  well  understood 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  departed  frono. 

Mr.  Tatlob  was  in  &vor  of  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  for  which  the  grant  was  origi- 
nally made.  To  encourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive  was  the  primary  object  of 
the  grant,  and,  without  the  provision  of  this 
bill,  he  believed  Ihat  object  could  not  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  GiuoEB  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  this  motion  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  in- 
ddeutally  discussed  by  Messrs.  Gilmbb  and 
Albxajtokb  SicTTE,  in  favor  of  the  reconmiit- 
ment^  and  by  Messrs.  Baitcin,  Walwobth, 
MooKB  of  Alabama^  Meboeb,  and  Rhea,  in 
opposition  to  it 

Mr.  OooK  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Rankin,)  and 
hoped  the  bill  might  be  adopted  in  its  present 
flhi^ 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  negatived ; 
and  the  bUl  was  finally  passed  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 


Satubbat,  April  20. 
Military  AppropriationB, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
ndttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
theyear  1822. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the 
^propriation  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Calhoun, 
on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  same  was  put  and 
nmtived  by  a  large  minority. 

Mr.  BuTLSB,  of  New  Hampshire)  moved  to 


amend  the  section  by  adding  thereto  a  dause, 
providing  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  applied  on  the  contract  made  with 
Elilaz  Mix,  on  the  25th  Julv,  1818. 

Mr.  Sawyxb  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  but 
the  reasons  which  he  offered  could  not  be 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Smith,  €i  Maryland,  also  opposed  Uie 
amendment.  He  regarded  it  as  going  to  declare 
a  dissolution  of  a  contract  which  Congress  had 
repeatedly  affirmed. 

Mr.  Butlbb  contended  that  the  contract  was 
made  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  was  such  reason 
to  suspect  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  case,  as 
would  justify  us  in  withholding  the  appro* 
priation. 

Mr.  Rois  opposed  the  proviso,  not  only  on 
the  around  assumed  by  the  gentieman  frtna 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  but  also  on  the  princi- 
ple that.  Congress  having  recognized  the  con- 
tract, it  was  now  too  late  to  annul  it,  and  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment^  although 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Ton  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject,  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  negatived  by  a  large  minority ;  and  the 
blank  was  fiUed  as  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  appropriation  for  fortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  OooKB  moved  to  strike  out  the  section, 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  appropriation 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  collecting  materials 
for  that  fortification.  The  principle  on  which 
he  preferred  a  specific  appropriation  was,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  for- 
tification at  Mobile  Point  had  not  been  applied 
to  that  object,  but  had  been  transferred  to  Col- 
onel Gratiot,  at  Norfolk,  and  he  referred  to 
documents  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  contended  that  the  money 
had  been  applied  to  the  great  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  he  examined  with 
minuteness  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  in  question.  Mr.  J.  also  adverted  to  the 
topics  that  had  been  drawn  into  discussion  yes- 
terday, and  contended  that  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  Secretary  had  assumed  an  undue  respon- 
sibility upon  himself  or  not,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CooKB  replied,  and  expressed  his  dissent 
to  the  justification  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentieman  frK)m 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Johnston,)  and  again  reviewed 
the  positions  he  had  taken  on  the  question. 

"htr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  origin  and  changes  of  the 
contract  for  building  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 
Point,  and  made  a  general  exposition  of  the 
subject  of  fortifications,  with  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  policy  that  had  been  pursued  for 
a  series  of  years,  in  their  erection  and  extent. 
He  also  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cookb,)  and  intimated  an  opin- 
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twentj-fonr  ooofederated  States,  all  sovereign- 
ties,  independent  of  each  other— each  one  hay- 
ing a  distinct  constitution  for  its  own  internal 
goYemment;  hat  hj  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
Union  honnd  together  as  one  nation,  for  their 
general  welfare.  The  citizens  of  all  the  States, 
in  their  constitational  nnion,  are  the  sovereign, 
and  the  citizens  of  each  State  are  the  sovereign 
in  that  State,  for  the  internal  regulations  there- 
of pursuant  to  their  respective  constitutions, 
not  contravening  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  defence  of  this  nation  is  confided 
to  the  General  Government,  hut  not  originailT 
in  every  case.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in 
tills  Union  a  republican  form  of  Government, 
and  fihall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion, 
and,  on  application,  against  domestic  violence ; 
hut  each  state,  in  case  of  invasion,  has,  in  re- 
spect to  its  own  safety,  a  particular  duty  to 
perform;  a  State  is  prohibited,  by  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  to 
engage  in  a  war,  unless  ^  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
delay."  The  constitution,  in  these  cases,  au- 
thorizes a  State  to  engage  in  war.  With  what 
forces  shall  a  State  engage  in  war  ?  Not  with 
the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  if  there 
be  any  within  its  limits.  An  oflScer  command- 
ing regular  troops  of  the  United  States  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  refuse  the  orders  of  a  State 
authority.  With  whom,  and  with  what  de- 
scription of  force,  shall  a  State  make  war,  in 
ease  of  sudden  invasion  or  imminent  danger, 
that  will  not  admit  of  delay  ?  With  the  mili- 
tia. I  repeat,  said  Mr.  R.,  with  the  militia, 
who  are  the  strong  bulwark  and  impregnable 
defence  of  this  nation ;  with  the  militia,  wiio 
first  must  meet  the  storm  of  invasion ;  with  the 
militia,  from  whom  is  drawn  all  the  materials 
of  a  regular  army ;  with  the  militia,  that  great 
lft>dy  of  citizens  who  work  for  all,  who  fight 
for  all,  and  who  ultimately  pay  all.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  contem- 
plate a  regular  army,  except  in  time  of  war ;  the 
constitutions  of  the  respective  States  declare 
standing  armies  dimgerous  in  time  of  peace; 
that  principle  ought  not  to  be  contradicted. 
Admit  the  contrary  to  prevail,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  wUl  ultimately  be  prostrated. 
The  United  States  are  now  a  nation  of  armed 
citizens.  If  a  great  standing  army,  under  any 
pretence,  is  established  and  continued,  and  the 
citizens  are  loaded  with  taxes  of  any  description 
to  support  and  maintain  that  army,  they  will 
cease  to  be  a  nation  of  armed  freemen,  and  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  years  will  be  prostrated  from 
their  sovereignty,  and  become  subjects.  The 
United  States  are  now  encumbered  with  a  large 
debt — some  of  it  is  the  residae  of  the  unpaid 
debt  incurred  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
a  residue  of  that  incurred  in  ti^ie  late  war,  and 
for  other  items  of  national  expenditure.  The 
best  policy,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will,  without  a  eystem 


of  internal  revenue,  extinguish  that  debt  Tk 
resources  of  this  nation,  arising  from  agrienl- 
ture  and  conuneroe,  are  greats  and  will,  if  not 
restricted,  in  a  few  years,  if  saffidently  pro> 
tected,  extinguish  that  debt ;  the  revenue  wiD 
be  relieved  from  pressure,  and  may  then  be  ip- 
plied  to  any  usefiu  purpose.  To  provide  effiMl- 
ually  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  is  the  preparation  for  war.  The 
recollection  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
scarcity  of  money,  which  the  United  States 
had  to  meet  during  the  last  war,  ought  to  per 
suade  to  the  adoption  of  all  such  measnree  n 
will,  without  a  system  of  internal  reveoue,  cos- 
duoe  to  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  pnblie 
debt  Let  it  be  rememl^red  that  a  public  debk| 
never  to  the  people  of  these  United  States  cm 
be  a  public  blessing. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  seati- 
ments  in  opposition  to  the  motion ;  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  negatived- 
ayes  41,  noes  89. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  committee  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
House  a^journedL 


Wednesdat,  April  17. 
Buman  Territorial  Claims^  and  Cummereyd 

ReguJatWM  on  the  NorthwoBt  Coast  of  Awf* 

tea, 

A  Message  received  from  the  Pbxsidekt  or 
THE  Umitbd  States  yesterday,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Hoiue  ofR^freteHtativei  oftke  UnM  8taia: 

In  compliaQce  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  16th  of  Febroaiy  last,  n- 
questing  the  President  of  the  United  States  *'  to  oom- 
municate  to  that  Hoa«e  whetiier  any  foreign  Goren- 
ment  has  made  any  daim  to  any  part  of  the  tem- 
toiy  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42d  degree  of  IstitiuH 
and  to  what  extent ;  whetiier  any  regolatioDS  hn 
been  made  by  foreign  powers,  aiRwting  the  tnde  <• 
that  coast ;  and  how  it  afiects  the  inlerest  of  thii  A- 
public ;  and  whether  any  commnnicatioDS  have  ben 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  pow^  toocbj 
ing  the  contemplated  occupation  of  Columbia  Birer; 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretajpy  of  Sta^ 
containing  the  information  embraced  by  that  iso- 
lation. JAMES  MONfiOE. 
WASHraovoK,  AprS  16,  1622. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Ui^ 


Fbidat,  April  19. 
Affain  in  Florida, 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  YvMeasff^ 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  Hotise  of  Refrutntathes : 

I  commnnicate  to  the  House  of  BepreaentativM 
copies  of  sundry  papers  having  reUtioo  to  the  tno** 
actions  in  East  and  West  Florida,  which  have  omd 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  naoe  mj  M<i- 
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■ige  to  the  two  Houmb  of  CongrMi^  of  the  28th  of 
JwDBomrj  Im^  together  with  oopiet  of  two  ktten 
from  l£»  Seoretaxy  of  State  upon  the  aame  salgeot. 

JAM£S  MONROE. 
W^BsnroTOii^  Aj^  18,  1822. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vine  and  Olvoe, 

The  bin  from  the  Senate  sapplementary  to 
the  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the 
public  lands  to  enoonrage  the  coltiyation  of  the 
vine  and  olive,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Rankot  presented  a  variety  of  consider- 
ations in  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bilL  and 
replied  to  inqoiries  made  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Walwobth. 

Mr.  OiLMBB  opposed  the  bill,  od  the  ground 
that  it  enabled  the  purchasers  and  occupiers  of 
certain  parts  of  the  land  to  hold  the  same  at 
two  doUars  per  acre,  when  they  were  worth 
forty,  and  the  residue  of  the  lands  would  be 
useless  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cook  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  same 
ground,  and  he  added  that  the  individuals  who 
entered  into  the  association  well  understood 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  denarted  front 

Mr.  Tatlob  was  in  &vor  of  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  for  which  the  grant  was  origi- 
nally made.  To  encourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive  was  the  primary  object  of 
the  grant,  and,  without  the  provision  of  this 
biU,  he  believed  tiiat  object  could  not  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  GnjfXB  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  this  motion  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  in- 
cidentally discussed  by  Messrs.  Gilhbb  and 
Alexasdkb  SmTH,  in  favor  of  the  recommit- 
ment, and  by  Messrs.  BAjnmr,  Walwobth, 
MoosB  of  Alabama,  Mbboeb,  and  Rhxa,  in 
opposition  to  it 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  himself  satLsfied  with 
tiie  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Bankin,)  and 
hoped  the  bill  might  be  adopted  in  its  present 
ah^e. 

Th»  motion  for  recommitment  was  negatived ; 
and  the  biU  was  finally  passed  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 


Satubdat,  April 
IliUUury  AppropriationB, 

The  Hooie  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  biU  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  ye«r  1822. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Calhoun, 
on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  same  was  put  and 
oi^atived  by  a  laige  minority. 

Mr.  BuTUB,  of  New  Hampehire,  moved  to 


amend  the  section  by  adding  thereto  a  clause, 
providing  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  applied  on  the  contract  made  with 
Eliiaz  Mix,  on  the  25th  Julv,  1818. 

Mr.  Sawyxb  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  but 
the  reasons  which  he  offered  could  not  be 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Hmith,  of  Maryland,  also  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  regarded  it  as  going  to  declare 
a  dissolution  of  a  contraet  which  Congress  had 
repeatedly  affirmed. 

Mr.  Butlbb  contended  that  the  contract  was 
made  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  was  such  reason 
to  suflpect  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  case,  as 
would  justify  us  in  withholding  the  appro* 
priation. 

Mr.  Boss  opposed  the  proviso,  not  only  on 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  but  also  on  the  princi- 
ple that.  Congress  having  recognized  the  con- 
tract it  was  now  too  late  to  annul  it,  and  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment^  although 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Ton  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject,  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  negatived  by  a  large  migority ;  and  the 
blank  was  filled  as  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  ^>propriation  for  fortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  unoer  consideration, 

Mr.  OocncB  moved  to  strike  out  the  section, 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  appropriation 
for  Uie  specific  purpose  of  collecting  materiate 
for  that  fortification.  The  principle  on  which 
he  pr^erred  a  specific  appropriation  was,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  for- 
tification at  Mobile  Point  had  not  been  applied 
to  that  object,  but  had  been  transferred  to  Col- 
onel Gratiot,  at  Norfolk,  and  he  referred  to 
documents  on  the  subject 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  contended  that  the  money 
had  been  applied  to  the  great  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  he  examined  with 
minuteness  the  particular  ciroumstanoea  of  the 
case  in  question.  Mr.  J.  also  adverted  to  the 
topics  that  had  been  drawn  into  discussion  yes- 
terday, and  contended  that  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  Secretary  had  assumed  an  undue  respon- 
sibility upon  himself  or  not,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CooKB  replied,  and  expressed  his  dissent 
to  the  justification  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentieman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Johnston,)  and  agdn  reviewed 
the  positions  he  had  taken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  facta 
in  relation  to  the  origin  and  changes  of  the 
contract  for  building  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 
Point,  and  made  a  general  exposition  of  the 
subject  of  fortifications,  with  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  policy  that  had  been  pursued  for 
a  series  of  years,  in  their  erection  and  extent 
He  idso  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cooke,)  and  intimated  an  opin- 
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Bjltusdat,  April  27. 

Pa/y  to  Ahmnt  Members. 

Mr.  Abcher,  of  Yirginia,  understood  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Hill  as  a  general  intimation 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  members  of  this 
House,  to  receive  pay  during  occasional  absence 
from  it  His  object  in  rising  was,  to  disclaim 
and  denj,  for  the  delegation  from  Virginia,  the 
existence  of  any  practice  of  that  sort,  and  to 
assert  Uiat  there  was  no  member  of  that  dele- 
gation who  was  capable  of  clcdming  such  an 
allowance. 


Satusdat,  May  4. 

Indian  Trade^  and  Cu>ilization  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,^^ 
reported  the  same  with  amendments,  consisting 
of  two  additional  sections,  as  follows : 

Sec.  7.  And  he  cf  furiher  enaded,  That  the  thir- 
teenth section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  interconrae  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to 
preserve  peace  on  the  Aontiers,"  approved  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  two, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  the  civUiza- 
tioQ  of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  the  frontier  set- 
tlements, *  approved  Maroh  the  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundrisd  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  however.  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  constmed  as  in  any- 
wise to  alter  or  impair  the  effect  of  any  treaty  stipu- 
lation, or  other  obligation,  which  may  have  been 
entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  any  Indian 
tribe  or  tribes. 

On  these  amendments  a  debate  ensued,  in 
which  they  were  supported  by  Mr.  Flotd  and 
Mr,  Mbtoalfb,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Vanob. 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  not  object  to  any  di- 
rection which  it  might  be  the  pleasure  or  the 
House  to  give  to  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  an  opportunity  of  a  more  full  and 
thorough  investigation  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
were  it  not  too  late  in  the  session  for  delav, 
and  because  it  is  important  that  the  bill  should 
pass,  whether  tJie  amendment  be  adopted  or 
r^ected. 

Perhaps,  said  Mr.  M.,  an  apology  is  due  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee,  was  not  consulted 
touching  the  proposed  amendment.  This  bill 
was  not  referred  to  the  committee  until  yester- 
day, and  as  the  session  is  nearly  at  a  close,  it 
wasv  expected  by  all  the  warm  friends  of  the 
bill  that  the  committee  would  not  fail  to  report 
it  on  this  day.    My  own  duty  on  another  com- 


mittee, and  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed, 
prevented  a  regular  meeting,  this  morning,  of 
the  Oonmiittee  on  Indian  AflGEurs,  and  therefore 
it  was,  that  I  consulted  such  of  the  meoaben 
only  as  could  be  found  in  the  House  at  the 
moment,  and  obtained  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority, to  <^e  amendment  proposed. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  M,  that,  by 
the  authority  of  the  House,  it  has  been  made 
the  special  duty  of  this  conmiittee  to  inqiiire 
into  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
civilization  and  happiness  of  the  Indian  tribes 
under  the  system  wmeh  has  been  devised  and 
pursued  for  that  purpose.  It  is,  therefore,  my 
duty  to  conmaunicate  to  the  House  the  result  of 
the  inquiries.  Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the 
18th  section  of  the  act  of  1802,  by  which  the 
sum  of  $15,000,  annually,  is  appropriated,  for 
civilizing  purposes;  for  presents,  &c  He  ob- 
jected to  this  expenditure  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  no  longer  necessary,  that  the  Indiana  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  it;  and  because  no  satis- 
factory account  could  be  obtained  of  its  ^[ypli- 
cation,  to  whom  paid,  or  for  what  purpose. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  act  of  1819,  impropria- 
ting the  sum  of  $10,000,  annually,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  Indians  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  to  educate  them ;  and  read  a  communica- 
tion from  the  President,  showing  if  the  Preei- 
dent  himself  was  not  deceived,  as  Mr.  M.  sap- 
posed  he  might  be,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  this  sum  had  been  applied  to  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  the  Indian  settlements,  which  in 
his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  And 
he  objected  to  the  enmloyment  of  Dr.  J.  Morse, 
and  to  ^e  sum  paid  for  his  services,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  law.  But,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
we  may  know  something  of  the  situation  of 
those  people,  and  of  their  numbers,  that  we  may 
be  well  informed  of  the  nature  and  condition 
of  the  materials  upon  which  we  are  about  to 
operate,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse,  whic^ 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

In  Kew  England  there  are  nine  tribes,  2,247 
souls.  In  New  York  ten  tribes,  4,840  sonls. 
In  Pennsylvania,  thirty  years  ago,  three  tribes^ 
1,800  souls,  number  at  this  time  not  known. 
In  Ohio,  fifteen  tribes,  2,047  souls.  In  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Northwest  Territory,  thirty-six 
tribes,  27,480  souk.  In  Indiana,  and  lUinoia, 
14  tribes,  16,522  souls.  Southern  Indians  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  twenty  tribes,  66,487  soida. 
Total  number  east  of  the  Mississippi,  twenty 
tribes,  120,283  souls.  North  of  the  Ifissonri 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  thirteen  tribesi 
41,850  souls.  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  between  Missouri,  and  Red 
River,  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  86  tribes,  105,021  souls.  Between 
Red  River  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  42  tribes, 
105,021  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 387,841.  Total  numbers  in  the  United 
States,  besides  about  5,000  in  Florida,  and  ten 
tribes  (number  not  known)  inhabiting  the  Up- 
per Mississippi,  457,642  souLk 
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Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  how  to  ciyilize  and  refine, 
and  christianize  these  our  red  brothers  and  sis- 
ters is  the  question — a  question  tmly  of  consid- 
erable magnitude — the  solution  of  which  ap- 
pears to  be  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  dif- 
ficulty. The  past  and  the  present  history  of  this 
matter  sheds  a  faint  gleam  of  light,  by  which  to 
guide  us  in  future.  Here  Mr.  M.  referred  to 
LoskiePs  history  of  the  missions  amone  the  In- 
dians in  North  America  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  At  that  period  the  author  in- 
forms us  that  much  had  been  done  for  the  edu- 
cation and  refinement  of  the  Indians;  that 
vast  numbers  of  them  were  at  that  time  a  pious 
and  an  exemplary  people,  rapidly  increasing  in 
civilization,  and  in  Christian  knowledge.  By 
reading  their  subsequent  history,  however,  we 
are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  conclusion,  that 
their  spiritual  fathers  wrote  with  an  eye  to 
their  own  exclusive  benefit  and  emolument, 
making  those  upon  whom  their  heavy  contribu- 
tions were  levied,  the  dupes. 

Mr.  M.  now  referred  to  Bouchette  on  Cana- 
da, giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
domiciliated  Indians  of  St.  Regis,  who  for  cen- 
turies have  been  blessed  with  resident  Catholic 
missionaries  as  their  spiritual  fathers ;  and,  in- 
stead of  progressing  in  civilization  and  refine- 
ment, or  in  Christian  piety  and  virtue,  were 
still  a  lazy,  dirty,  and  degraded  band  of  savages, 
unchristian,  immoral,  and  vicious  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  M  said  he  would  now  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  various  tribes,  or  remnant  of  tribes,  in 
the  interior  of  our  own  country,  by  reading 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse,  The 
Rev.  E.  Kellogg  writes  the  following  account : 
''The  Passamaquoddies  and  Penobscots  are 
Catholics,   and   under    the    care  of  Catholic 

griests,  who  receive  a  stated  stipend  from  the 
t^te  treasury.  They  have  made  no  other  than 
incipient  improvements  in  any  thing  which  per- 
tains to  civilized  life,  and  are  sadly  ^ven  to  in- 
temperance.*' So  much  for  the  Lidians  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  Now  for  those  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts — "All  the  Indians  remaining  in 
this  State  reside  on  their  respective  reservations 
at  Marshpee,  Herring  Pond,  Martha's  Vineyard, 
and  Troy,  on  the  southeast  part  of  the  State, 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston. 
The  State,  by  a  board  of  overseers,  exercises  a 
guardian  care  over  them,  as  to  their  lands  and 
civil  rights  and  privileges.  And  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  and 
others  in  North  America,  provide  for  their  re- 
ligious and  moral  instruction,  having  charity 
funds  in  its  treasury,  appropriated  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Indians,  the  former  $12,000 
the  latter  $9,000.  A  stated  missionary.  Rev. 
Dr.  Fish,  is  supported  at  Marshpee.  The  Rev. 
Doctor  writes  that,  among  them  are  a  few  who 
are  eminently  pious,  considerable  numbers  de- 
cent in  their  lives,  and  not  a  few  shockingly 
profligate.  The  state  of  morals  low.  Intem- 
perance, with  its  concomitants,  is  found  among 
them.    The  number  of  pure  blooded  Indians  is 


extremely  small,  say  fifty  or  sixty,  and  is  daily 
decreasing.  The  mixture  of  blood  arises  far 
more  from  their  connection  with  negroes,  than 
with  the  whites ;  their  number  is  diminishing 
on  account  of  their  vices."  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher 
writes  as  follows :  "  It  is  true  we  think  we  see 
but'  little  good  in  preaching  to  these  people. 
Did  we  not  take  into  consideration  the  evils 
which  we  probably  prevent,  who  would  not  be 
discouraged  and  give  up  the  cause,  saying  I 
have  labored  in  vain,  and  spent  my  strength  for 
naught  ? "  In  Rhode  Island  it  is  said  their  con- 
dition is  not  quite  so  bad. 

Of  those  in  Connecticut,  it  is  said  **  that  the 
few  now  remaining  in  this  State  have  made  but 
few  advances  in  any  thing  which  pertains  to 
civilization,  and  are  gradually  wasting  away, 
after  the  manner  of  other  tribes,  now  extinct. 
The  State  has  assumed  the  care  of  their  prop- 
erty, in  like  manner  as  the  other  New  Enffhuid 
States  have  provided  for  their  Indians.  They 
have  such  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  in- 
struction as  they  are  willing  to  receive,  which 
are  few,  and  the  effects  proportionably  small. 
Those  Indians,  epecially  at  North  Stonington, 
and  at  Groton,  are  said  to  be,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  intemperate  and  improvident;  of 
course,  poor  and  miserable.  They  manufacture 
mats,  brooms,  baskets,  and  so  on,  which  they 
generally  sell  for  ardent  spirits."  Such  are  the 
results  of  long  experience,  as  we  have  it  from 
the  mouths  of  individuals  who  are  employed  to 
civilize  and  to  convert  them  to  Christianity, 
and  who  are  compensated  for  tbeir  services  by 
public  or  private  donations.  Shall  this  Govern- 
ment take  up  and  follow  the  hopeless  example  ? 

*^  The  Six  Nations,  residing  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  number  4,675,  remain  on  their 
respective  reservations,  containing  in  all,  about 
265,816  acres  of  land."  "  Many  petty  depreda- 
tions and  thefts,  and  trespass,  are  committed 
by  them  and  the  whites  upon  each  other."  To 
this  testimony  may  be  added  that  of  honorable 
members  from  New  York,  who  inform  us  that^ 
instead  of  advancing  in  civilization  or  in  piety, 
they  are  rapidly  degenerating  into  vice  and  cor- 
ruption. 

Of  those  in  the  State  of  Ohio  it  is  said :  '« The 
Wyandots  came  from  the  country  near  Quebec, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  when 
the  French  had  dominion  of  Canada.  They 
maintained  a  Roman  Catholic  Missionary  among 
them.  By  these  missionaries  they  were  nearly 
all  baptized,  and  nearly  all  the  aged  ones  still 
carry  crucinxes  in  their  bosoms,  under  their 
shirts.  Between  the  years  1808  and  1810  the 
Presbyterians  supported  a  missionary  among 
them,  on  the  Sanausky  River.  A  few  converts 
were  made,  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  Cath- 
olic Indians  on  account  of  their  religion." 

From  this  I  infer  that  it  is  improper  to  im- 
pose a  tax  upon  our  Protestant  citizens  for  the 
support  of  Catholic  missionaries,  and  equally  as 
improper  to  tax  the  Catholic  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  Protestant  missionaries.  To  preserve 
our  holy  religion  in  its  purity,  we  must  let  it 
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make  its  own  way,  with  the  smiles  and  friendly 
countenance  of  the  Goyemment  beaming  npon 
everj  sect  and  denomination,  without  giving  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  any  one.  "  The  number  of  Oher- 
okees,  inclusive  of  whites,  blacks,  and  mixed 
blood,  is  estimated  at  11,500.  In  tlie  treaty  of 
March,  1819,  they  ceded  a  part  of  their  terri- 
tory to  the  United  States.  Among  other  reser- 
vations is  one  of  a  tract  of  land,  of  twelve  miles 
square,  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
vested  by  the  President  in  the  most  prontable 
stock,  as  a  school  fund  for  the  Cherokee  nation.^' 

For  a  population  not  half  equal  to  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  small  county  in  one  of  our 
States,  this  appears  to  be  an  ample  provision. 
Our  own  citizens,  in  any  part  of  this  Union, 
would  rejoice  to  have  such  a  school  fund  as  this. 

The  Ghoctaws,  it  is  said,  are  also  well  pro- 
vided for. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  what  are  we  told  by  that 
distinguished  fellow-citizen,  whose  keen  and 
penetrating  intellect,  and  whose  long  experience 
enables  him  to  speak  to  us  the  language  of  wis- 
dom, and  to  afford  us  so  mudi  light  upon  this 
momentous  subject?  [He  then  read  from  the 
Literary  and  Scientific  Repository  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Cass :] 

''The  lessons  of  experience  upon  this  subject  are 
too  important  to  be  disregarded.  In  the  zealons  ef- 
forts which  are  now  making  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  we  have  much  to  learn  from  the 
history  of  the  progress  and  result  of  the  same  experi- 
ment which  was  made  by  the  Jesuits.  We  cannot 
bring  to  the  task  more  fervid  zeal,  more  profound 
talents,  m<fre  extensive  or  varied  acquirements,  nor 
probably  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  hu- 
man nature.  But,  so  far  as  respects  any  permanent 
or  valuable  impression,  they  have  wholly  failed. 
Very  few  of  the  Indians  profess  any  attachment  to 
the  Christian  religion ;  and,  of  those  who  make  this 
profession,  there  is  not  probably  one  whose  knowledge 
is  not  confined  to  the  imposing  rites  and  external 
ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  church.  A  more  vivid 
impression  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  the 
Wyandots  than  upon  any  others ;  and  they  preserved 
for  a  longer  term  than  any  other  tribe,  traces  of  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  their  spiritual  fathers.  But, 
even  with  them,  superior  as  they  are  in  intellectual 
endowments,  and  placed  by  their  local  situation  in 
contact  with  a  Catholic  community,  the  subject  is 
forgotten,  or,  if  remembered,  it  is  remembered  only 
by  a  few  aged  and  decrepit  persona^  like  other  tradi- 
tionary legends  of  their  nation." 

Upon  these  remarks,  said  Mr.  M.,  no  com- 
mentary can  be  necessary.  I  will  now  pass  to 
one  more  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sibley,  an 
intelligent  Indian  agent,  of  long  experience 
among  that  people,  to  Dr.  Morse,  which  I  have 
taken  from  his  report : 

'*  I  have  noticed  Indians  observing  with  much  ap- 
parent interest  the  effects  of  our  agricultural  skill, 
our  fine  gardens,  abundant  crops,  and  numerous  com- 
forts and  conveniences.  A  veiy  sensible  Osage,  the 
Big  Soldier,  who  had  twice  been  at  Washington,  once 
said  to  me,  when  I  was  urging  the  subject  of  civiliza- 
tion upon  him :  '  I  see  and  admire  your  manner  of 
living,  your  good  warm  houses,  your  extensive  fields 


of  oom,  your  gardens,  your  cows,  oxen,  work  honei, 
wagons,  and  a  thousand  machines  that  I  know  not 
the  use  of.  I  see  that  you  are  able  to  clothe  your- 
selves, even  from  weeds  and  grass.  In  shorty  you  can 
do  almost  what  you  please.  You  whites  poasefis  the 
power  of  subduing  almost  eveiy  animal  to  your  use.' 
But,  after  this  acknowledgment,  on  his  part,  of  our 
superior  skill  in  the  variouB  arts,  and  this  candid  ex- 
pression of  his  admiration,  he  continues  thus :  '  Y<n 
are  surrounded  by  slaves.  Every  thing  about  you  k 
in  chains ;  and  you  are  slaves  yourselves.  I  fear,  if 
I  should  change  my  pursuits  for  yours,  I  should  be- 
come a  slave.  Talk  to  my  sons ;  perhaps  they  may 
be  persuaded  to  adopt  your  fashions,  or  at  least  to 
recommend  them  to  their  sons ;  but,  for  myself,  I 
was  bom  free,  and  wish  to  die  free  1  I  am  peifectif 
content  with  my  condition.  The  forests  and  riven 
supply  all  the  wants  of  nature  in  plenty;  and  there 
is  no  lack  of  white  people  to  purohase  the  products 
of  our  labor.' " 

Snch,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  said  to  be  the  langnage, 
such  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians  generally. 
And  what  a  commentary  is  this  npon  Uie  specu- 
lations of  the  theorist!  upon  him  whose  fanci- 
ful notions  give  direction  to  all  his  actioiisl 
What  a  lesson  to  the  proud  presumptuous  man, 
who  never  thinks  of  doing  good  to  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  nearer  and  dearer,  and 
much  nobler  objects  immediately  around  him, 
who  are  fairly  within  the  sphere  of  his  action, 
and  in  need  of  his  assistance,  but  is  continually 
casting  ahead  before  the  light  breezes  of  his  own 
inordinate  vanity,  pretending  to  vie  with  his 
Maker  in  acts  of  universal  benevolence !  Yes, 
of  universal  benevolence  I  How  has  his  imagin- 
ary castles  been  upset  and  demolished  by  those 
plain  but  irresistible  and  self-evident  truths 
which  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  an  Indian  I 

When  the  forests  no  longer  abound  in  game, 
nor  the  rivers  with  fish,  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  the  sustenance  and  support  of  the  Indian,  he 
will  abandon  the  life  of  the  hunter  for  that  of 
the  agriculturist,  and  not  before.  As  long  as 
furs  and  peltries  are  in  demand,  and  can  be  had 
by  following  the  chase,  that  long  there  must 
and  will,  and  ought  to  be  hunters;  and  were  it 
in  our  power  by  forced  measures  or  otherwise, 
to  withdraw  the  Indian  from  the  recesses  of  the 
wilderness,  from  the  pursuits  of  the  chajse,  and 
learn  him  to  become  a  tiller  of  the  ground,  what 
would  be  the  consequence?  Would  not  the 
white  man  become  a  hunter  in  his  stead  ?  And 
thus  while  with  such  eager  solicitude  we  urge, 
and  press,  and  force,  if  we  could  force,  the  In- 
dians into  a  state  of  civilization,  do  we  uncivil- 
ize,  or,  rather,  sava^ze,  an  ecfael  number  of  our 
own  citizens.  Would  not  this  be  the  ineviti^e 
result?  Ko  one.  it  is  presumed,  wiU,  or  can, 
deny  the  fact.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  worthy  our 
most  serious  consideration?  I  candidly  ac- 
knowledge that,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no 
great  partiality  for  such  a  change,  or  rather  for 
such  an  exchange,  even  were  it  in  our  power  to 
accomplish  it. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  if  effected  at  all,  is  to  be  the  work  not 
onlyof  time,  but  of  necessity.  Tea,  sir,  of  sheer, 
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of  stem  necessity.  Slowly  progressive  in  its 
march,  and  by  degrees,  almost  imperceptible,  it 
will,  within  the  time,  and  to  snch  extent  as 
their  great  and  good  spirit  shall  direct,  come  to 
pass.  Let  us  be  careful  to  throw  no  obstacles 
m  the  way.  On  the  contrary,  let  us  set  them  a 
bright  example,  and  that  example  will  have  its 
attractions.  We  are  much  the  strongest  party ; 
tiierefore,  let  justice,  peace,  and  mercy,  towards 
them,  be  our  motto.  It  is  our  duty  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  tenderness,  and  not  to 
abuse  the  power  we  possess,  by  wielding  it  to 
their  injury  and  destruction.  And,  sir,  if  we  go 
beyond  this,  if  we  must  and  will  draw  upon  our 
country *8  Treasury  to  help  them  on,  let  it  only 
be  done  when  there  is  at  least  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  attaining  the  great  object  we  have 
in  vi^w. 

Much  of  the  treasure  of  this  people  has  al- 
ready been  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts 
to  civilize  the  Indians.  I  say  wasted,  because 
its  application  has  had  no  good  effect  upon 
them,  and  has  subserved  no  other  purpose,  ex- 
cept to  fill  the  pockets  of  a  few  favored  individ- 
uals, who  are  interested  in  deceiving  us,  and  all 
of  whom  now  unite  in  one  general  cry  for  more 
money — more  money — ^give  us  more  money  and 
the  public  land,  and  the  good  work  shall  be 
done  I  19'ot  that  any  good  is  likely  to  be  done 
BO  as  to  be  discemible  to  those  who  live  in  our 
day,  and  generation.  Oh  no  I  But  perhaps 
some  small  traces  of  the  good  effects  of  our  hon- 
est and  disinterested  efforts  may  be  visible  to 
thoee  of  our  posterity  a  few  centuries  hence,  who 
delight  so  much  in  looking  back  through  the 
dark  mists  and  shadows,  as  they  are  closing  be- 
hind them — ^through  the  twilight  of  uncertainty, 
for  the  purpose  of  descrying,  and  of  contem- 
plating the  virtues  and  the  generosity  of  their  an- 
cestors ;  and  of  profiting  as  individuals  of  a  simi- 
lar cast  always  nave  done,  as  they  now  do,  and 
always  will  do — very  little  by  any  good  exam- 
ple. 

How  various  are  the  pursuits  of  various 
men.  One  man  is  engaged,  deeply  and  ardently 
engaged,  in  contemplating  the  scenes  which 
have  long  since  gone  by,  and  over  which  Time, 
bald  pat^  Time  I  £9  about  to  throw,  or  perhaps 
has  already  thrown,  his  impenetrable  mantle, 
for  the  purpose  of  hiding  those  scenes  forever 
from  the  view  of  mortals. 

Another  devotes  his  whole  life  most  earnestly 
and  zealously  to  the  study  of  some  plan,  or 
ecbeme,  or  project,  by  which  he  fondly  hopes 
to  add  very  greatly  to  the  future  stock  of  human 
happiness,  of  human  grandeur,  and  of  human 
glory,  and  thereby  to  procure  for  himself  a 
name  immortal  While,  on  the  other  hand,  such 
men  as  myself,  limited,  extremely  limited  no 
doubt  in  their  views,  and  fully  sensible  of  their 
own  weakness,  without  looking  quite  so  much 
at  the  past,  or  pretending  to  form  any  very  ex- 
tensive plans  for  the  future,  confine  their  hum- 
ble and  feeble  exertions  principally  to  that 
which,  in  their  opinion,  will  redound  most  to 
tiie  honor  and  interest  of  their  compeers ;  es- 


Eecially  of  those  upon  whom  their  acts  are  to 
ave  an  immediate  and  certain  effect — ^returninff 
thanks  occasionally,  to  be  sure,  for  the  good 
with  which  their  ancestors  were  blessed,  and 
praying  for  the  good  of  posterity,  but  without 
once  losing  sight  of  what  they  consider  a  great, 
a  paramount,  and  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
they  owe  to  the  present  generation. 

Such  men  as  tnese,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  neces- 
sarily inquire  of  you,  how  do  we  raise  the  revenue 
out  of  which  this  civilizing  cash  is  to  be  fur- 
nished ?  They  wiU  not  forget  that  it  is  raised 
in  part  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  articles  of  the 
very  first  necessity ;  and  in  part  by  taxing  those 
articles  from  the  use  of  which  our  citizens  derive 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  all  their  comforts, 
and  of  all  their  enjoyments;  that  it  is  a  tax 
upon  articles  of  necessary  consumption,  a  mat- 
ter of  very  doubtful  policy  at  any  time.  For  in 
Proportion  to  the  increase  of  such  a  tax,  do  we 
epress  our  own  productive  citizens,  and  discour- 
age and  check  the  increasing  population  of  our 
own  country.  Yes,  of  our  own  country !  endear- 
ing name,  but  always  lost  sight  of  when  we  are 
chasing  a  shadow,  or  pursuing  a  phantom,  from 
which  no  good  is  to  be  realized.  He  that  will 
not  provide  for  his  own  household  is  said,  by  the 
highest  authority,  to  be  worse  than  an  infidel 
We  have  a  numerous  household,  consisting  of 
nearly  ten  millions  of  souls,  for  whom,  if  we 
do  not  provide,  let  us  not  deprive  them  of  the 
means  which  they  are  industriously  striving  to 
provide  for  themselves. 

The  citizen  of  this  republic  who  rears  a  nu- 
merous family  in  decency,  were  he  to  sit  down 
and  calculate  the  amount  of  taxes  annually  paid 
by  him  upon  the  articles  of  sugar,  molasses,  tea, 
coffee,  pepper,  spices,  muslins,  calicoes,  cloths, 
and  so  on — ^an  endless  list — ^would  be  lost  in  as- 
tonishment. Yes,  he  would  be  lost  in  astonish- 
ment. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  represent  a 
magnanimous  and  a  generous  people.  Of  taxes 
they  will  not  complain  if  imposed  for  humane, 
and  benevolent,  and  useful  purposes^  and  ap- 
plied accordingly.  But  we  are  deceiving  our- 
selves, and  the  people  are  deceived,  in  sup- 
posing that  we  promote  the  cause  of  humanity, 
or  add  any  real  substantial  benefit  to  tlie  In- 
dians by  this  idle  application  of  our  money — 
this  wanton  waste  of  the  nation's  treasure.  A 
word  or  two  in  relation  to  those  Indians  who 
are  dispersed  and  scattered  over  that  vast  re- 
gion .  of  wilderness  beyond  the  borders  of  our 
settlements.  And  here  I  do  not  mean  to  travel 
with  you  upon  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Norte 
or  along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  Nor  do  I 
intend  at  present  to  run  across  the  path  of  my 
honorable  and  highly  respected  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, by  disturbing  his  infant  colony  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia;  though  I  may  here- 
after stand  at  his  back,  when  it  shall  become 
necessary  to  support  him  in  opposition  to  the 
Emperor  Alexander.  But,  confining  myself  to 
the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
— what  do  they  think  of  our  civilizing  systems? 
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Let  them  answer  for  themselves.  The  words 
of  a  principal  chief  of  the  Fox  tribes,  as  related 
by  Mr.  Sibley,  will  show  you  their  aversion  to 
our  laws,  and  the  repugnance  they  feel  to  what 
we  call  civilization.  ^^  The  Great  Spirit  (said 
Wah-ha-lo)  put  the  Indians  on  the  earth  to 
hunt,  and  to  gain  a  living  in  the  wilderness; 
and  I  always  find  that  when  any  of  our  people 
depart  from  this  mode  of  life,  by  attempting  to 
read  and  write,  and  live  like  the  white  people 
do,  the  Great  Spirit  is  displeased  with  them, 
and  they  soon  die."*  Here  we  discover  that 
submission  to  laws,  however  mild  and  equita- 
ble in  their  provisions,  is,  in  their  estimation, 
the  most  intolerable  bondage.  The  various 
cords  and  links  by  which,  under  the  social  com- 
pact, aQ  civilized  societies  are  united,  they  look 
upon  as  so  many  galling  chains,  as  the  very 
badges  of  slavery,  and  therefore  not  to  be  en- 
dured. These  wild,  but  proud  and  lofty  spirits, 
indignantly  spurn  what  they  are  led  to  con- 
sider a  dnU  and  ponderous  load.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  know  not  how  to  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature. 
But  little  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
study  of  her  laws.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say 
whether  in  the  organization  and  construction  of 
the  interior  man  there  is  so  great  a  difference 
that  the  white  and  red  man  cannot  be  brought 
to  think  and  act  alike,  under  similar  circum- 
stances. But  I  will  say,  that  all  our  attempts  to 
make  them  think  and  act  alike,  under  circum- 
stances so  dissimilar,  is  not  only  vain,  but  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  the  expression,  it  is  in  my  opin- 
ion an  exceeding  folly,  if  not  presumption.    ' 

There  are  certain  animals  which,  in  their  ex- 
terior appearance,  bear  as  strong  a  resemblance 
to  each  other  as  does  the  white  man  and  the 
Indian,  and  yet  by  nature  they  are  wholly  irre- 
concilable. Not  to  mention  certain  quadrupeds 
of  this  description,  I  will  barely  point  to  some 
of  the  feathered  tribes.  The  wild  duck,  for  in- 
stance— ^how  soon  it  dives  to  hide  from  you. 
The  partridge  conceals  itself  while  the  shell 
is  yet  upon  its  head.  But  more  especially  the 
turkey.  Do  we  not  see  what  we  very  properly 
call  the  wild  turkey  often  brought  into  me  by, 
and  raised  with,  those  of  the  domestic  breed, 
without  having  seen  one  of  its  own  kind  ?  And 
yet,  we  find  that,  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  suffi- 
cient strength  and  matu^ty,  scorning  the  barn- 


*  The  *ddT88B  of  the  Indian  chiefr  to  the  President  daring 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  is  well  known  to  contain 
doiiiar  sentiments;  thej  could  not  think  of  hndslng  their 
hands  b7  labor. 

[The  olrenmstancet  were  these :  Some  Panis  ohleiSi  and 
warriors  f^om  beyond  the  Mississippi  having  come  to  Wash- 
ington Cit7  this  winter,  (1821-'8,)  where  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians  was  all  the  vogue  at  the  War  Office,  President  Mon- 
roe was  indnoed  to  have  them  assembled  at  the  Presidential 
mansion,  and  to  deliver  them  a  speech  In  ikvor  of  quitting 
the  hunter  state,  and  betaking  themselves  to  ploughing 
and  hoeing  for  a  comfortable  living.  When  he  had  finished, 
a  chief  answered  him  briefly,  and  to  the  point,  "  that  all  that 
might  do  very  well  for  the  white  people ;  but,  as  for  htmseli^ 
he  would  never  bruise  his  hands  digging  In  the  ground, 
while  he  could  find  a  buffiilo  to  kill,  or  ahorse  to  staaL"] 


yard,  though  strewed  with  abundance,  itleaxe 
the  roost  of  its  companions,  and  bounding  aloft 
it  perches  on  the  top  of  some  distant  towering 
tree— on  the  branches  of  the  proudest  mooarch 
of  the  forest  within  its  reach.    This  is  repeated 
again  and  again.    Wandering  from  the  side  of 
the  gentle  brood,  he  strolls  in  pursuit  of  other 
objects,  which,  though  he  has  never  teen,  be  is 
by  the  irresistible  force  of  nature  led  to  believedo 
somewhere  exist.   With  desire  keen  and  strong, 
he  seeks,  and,  if  successful,  he  bids  £eu'e  well,  along 
farewell,  to  all  his  old  companions,  and  retoras 
to  them  no  more.    And  thus  it  is  that  whole 
broods  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  brou^t 
into  life  and  raised  up  on  the  farm,  and  have 
as  invariably  disappeared.  Where  are  tbej  now 
to  be  found  ?    Though  I  will  not  indulge  in  the 
afflicting  belief  that  such  a  destiny  as  this  does 
really  await  our  red  brethren,  yet  I  do  most  sin- 
cerely believe  that  such  is  the  barrier  which  na- 
ture interposes  between  the  two  people,  together 
with  the  powerful  force  of  habit  operating  upon 
them,  that  all  our  attempts  to  civilize  those  In- 
dians, who  are  dispersed*  and  scattered  in  the 
wilderness,  will  be  fruitless   and  unavailing. 
And,  therefore,  in  plain  and  common  langnage, 
I  do  most  respecnully  give  it  as  my  homble 
opinion  that  we  had  much  better  mind  our  own 
business;  yes,  we  had  much  better  mind  our 
own  business.    And  equally  vain  will  be  all  our 
attempts  to  civilize  those  within  the  interior  of 
our  country  and  surrounded  by  our  settlements, 
unless  we  first  remove  certam  artificial  obsta- 
cles which  we  must  see,  and  perhaps  can  re- 
move.   I  mean  that  we  must  radically  change 
our  present  system  of  policy — ^the  political  rela- 
tions existing  between  them  and  us.    We  majr 
educate  them,  instruct  them  in  agricultural  and 
mechanic  arts,  furnish  them  with  the  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  try  to  convert  them 
to  Christianity  2   and,  after  all,  unless  we  se- 
cure to  them  the  benefit  and  protection  of  our 
laws  and  municipal  regulations,  and,  in  this 
way,  ingraft  them,  like  so  many  twigs,  upon 
the  BtaU[,  or  upon  the  branches  of  the  stalk  of 
the  republic,  all  our  efiforts  will  be  without 
effect. 

If  the  Btates,  respectively,  in  which  the  small 
tribes  or  remnant  of  tribes  remain,  will  not  con- 
sent to  the  removal  of  these  artificial  obstacles, 
and  suffer  our  civilizing  experiments  to  be 
fairly  made,  for  one,  I  despair  of  success ;  and, 
abandoning  all  our  projects  as  idle,  and  even 
visionary,  I  will  not  vote  my  country's  treas- 
ure to  any  such  purpose.  Encompassed  aronnd 
about  by  such  a  power  as  this,  what  can  they 
do,  while  they  remain,  not  independent  com- 
munities, but  dependent  upon  our  will,  and  yet 
without  the  pale  of  our  laws.  Aliens  in  their 
own  country,  they  can  do  nothing ;  they  may 
recede,  they  cannot  advance.  If  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  them,  individually,  &  just  and 
reasonable  portion  of  their  lands^~of  their  re- 
spective reservations,  laid  out  in  its  proper 
metes  and  boundaries,  and  take  them  under 
the  jurisdiction  and  contrdl  of  the  laws,  grid- 
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nallj  extending  to  them  sach  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  shall  be  reasonable,  perhaps  something 
may  be  done.  Otherwise,  viewing  aU  oar  pro- 
jects as  a  mere  mockery,  I  am  prepared  to  give 
It  over. 

In  support  of  these  views,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
woakL  refer  honorable  members  to  the  Inau- 
gural Address  of  the  President,  on  the  4th  of 
last  March,  and  also,  to  the  report  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War,  danng  tiie  present 
session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  at  the  session  of 
1818.  It  is  but  right,  said  he,  to  give  the  In« 
dians  fair  play.  Encourage  them  to  the  ex- 
ertion of  their  own  faculties,  of  their  own  ener- 
gies; but  do  not  impose  heavy  contributions 
upon  our  white  citizens,  from  which  the  In- 
dians are,  in  truth,  to  derive  no  profit,  no  ad- 
vantage ;  but  which  goes  to  the  special  and  ex- 
clnsive  benefit  of  those  who  can,  with  the 
greatest  facility  and  convenience,  obtain  access 
to  your  treasury. 

Mr.  Yanos  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House:  and  the 
previous  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.  The  main  question  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  thereby  ex- 
dnding  the  proposed  amendments  of  Mr.  Msr- 
OAi«Fx,  was  put  and  carried. 

Cumberland  Boad  J^pair  BUI — Prendenfs 

Veto. 

A  Meseage  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidxnt 
OF  THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Gtouverneur  his 
Secretary,  who,  by  command  of  the  President, 
returned  to  the  House  the  enrolled  bill  passed 
by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Koad,*'  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
probation and  signature  on  this  day,  to  which 
bill  the  President,  having  made  objections  in 
writing,  the  same  were  idso  delivered  in  by  the 
said  l^cretary  at  the  Speaker's  table;  who 
thereupon  withdrew. 

The  said  objections  were  read,  and  are  as 
follows : 

To  tJke  ffoim  of  JUpre^etitativei  of  the  Untied  Statee: 

Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act 
Ibr  the  preeervation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
fioad,"  it  is  with  deep  regret,  approving,  as  I  do,  the 
policy,  that  I  am  compelled  to  object  to  its  passage, 
and  to  retain  the  bill  to  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tivesi,  in  which  it  originated,  under  a  conviction  that 
Congress  do  not  possess  the  power,  under  the  consti- 
tation,  to  pass  such  a  law. 

A  power  to  establish  tnmpikes,  with  gates  and 
toUfl,  and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  tolls  by  penal- 
ties, implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  ezecnte  a  com- 
plete system  of  internal  improvement.  A  right  to 
impose  duties  to  be  paid  by  all  persont,  passing  a 
eeftain  road,  and  on  hones  and  carriages,  as  is  done 
by  this  bill,  involves  the  right  to  take  the  land  from 
the  proprietor,  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  road  from  injuries ;  and,  if  it 
axlst  as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  to  any  other,  and  to 
aa  many  roads  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to  es> 
tabliah.  A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of  these  por- 
poaea  is  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  others.    It  is  a 


complete  right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  for  all 
the  porposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  not  merely 
the  right  of  applying  money,  under  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  to  make  appropriations,  under  which  power, 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  this 
road  passes,  the  work  was  originally  commenced,  and 
has  been  so  far  executed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress do  not  possess  this  power ;  that  the  States,  in- 
dividually, cannot  grant  it ;  for,  although  they  may 
assent  to  the  appropriation  of  money  within  their 
limits  for  such  purposes,  they  can  grant  no  power  of 
jurisdiction  or  sovereignty  by  special  compacts  with 
the  United  States.  This  power  can  be  granted  only 
by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  and  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  it. 

If  the  power  exist,  it  must  be,  either  because  it 
has  been  specifically  granted  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  has  been 
specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  specific 
grants  of  power,  we  do  not  find  it  among  them ;  nor 
is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which  has  been  sped- 
ficaHy  granted. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  power  was 
specifically  granted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  being  in- 
cidental to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers  which  are 
specifically  granted.  The  following  are  the  powers 
from  whidi  it  is  said  to  be  derived : 

1st.  From  the  right  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.  2d.  From  the  right  to  declare  war.  8d. 
To  regulate  commerce.  4th.  To  pay  the  debts  and 
provi&  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
6th.  From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  the  powers 
vesteid  by  the  constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  orofllcer  thereoC 
6th,  and  lastly.  From  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needfid  rules  and  regulations  req;>ectiqg 
the  territoiy  and  other  pn^rty  of  the  United  States^ 

According  to  my  judgment^  it  cannot  be  derived 
from  either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  them 
united,  and  in  consequenoe  it  does  not  exist. 

Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bill,  I  should 
now  cheerfully  communicate  at  large  the  reasons  on 
which  they  are  founded,  if  I  had  time  to  reduce  them 
to  such  form  as  to  include  them  in  this  paper.  The 
advanced  stage  of  the  session  renders  that  impossible. 
Having,  at  the  commencement  of  my  service  in  this 
high  trust,  considered  it  a  duty  to  express  the  opin- 
ion, that  tiie  United  States  do  not  possess  the  power 
in  question,  and  to  suggest,  for  the  connderation  of 
Congress,  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the 
States  an  amendment  to  the  constitntion,  to  vest  the 
power  in  the  United  States,  mv  attention  has  been 
often  drawn  to  the  sulgect  auoe,  in  consequence 
whereof  I  have  occasionally  committed  my  senti- 
ments to  paper  respecting  it.  The  form  which  this 
exposition  hiu  assumed,  is  not  such  as  I  should  have 
given  it,  had  it  been  intended  for  Congress,  nor  is  it 
concluded.  Nevertheless,  as  it  contains  my  views  on 
this  subject,  being  one  which  I  deem  of  very  high 
importance,  and  which,  in  many  of  its  beariii^  has 
now  beoome  peculiarly  urgent,  I  will  commumcate  it 
to  Congress,  if  in  my  po  wer,  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
or  certainly  on  Monday  nexi 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

WiaHZHOTOK,  May  4, 1822. 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  that  the  Measage  and  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried — 
ayes  82. 
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Monday,  May  6. 
Collection  (if  Duties,  dte. 

The  HoQse  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  building  of  light^honses  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  a  bill 
fdrther  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  certain  col- 
lection districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Oahbbbleno  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
9th  section  the  words  "  New  York."  Mr.  0. 
remarked,  that  he  considered  any  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill  hopeless ;  but  he  thought  there 
were  some  very  strong  circumstances  in  favor 
of  excepting  the  revenue  officers  of  the  port  of 
New  York  from  the  general  reduction  now 
about  to  be  made.  No  gentleman  would  ac- 
cuse him  (Mr.  0.)  of  a  disposition  to  oppose  any 
bill  tending  judiciously  and  justly  to  retrench 
the  expenses  of  Government.  He  regretted 
that  this  bill  had  been  kept  back  so  long  as  to 
preclude  debate.  He  would  only  detain  the 
House  a  few  moments.  The  salaries  of  these 
officers  were  regulated  in  1790,  and  they  have 
never  been  augmented  or  diminished  since;  in 
1802  they  were  limited  as  they  now  are;  it 
would  be  recollected  that  this  was  during  Mr. 
Jefferson^s  Administration.  Mr.  0.  was  not  the 
eulogist  of  that  or  any  other  Administration, 
but  he  believed  it  had  been  properly  deemed  an 
economical  Administration.  By  looking  to  the 
•history  of  the  revenue  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
it  appeared  that  in  1790,  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  collected  was  $470,000 ;  at  that  time  in 
the  whole  United  States,  the  revenue  collected 
was  little  more  than  three  millions.  The  reve- 
nue collected  at  the  port  of  New  York  last  year, 
was  $7,200,000,  and  he  presumed  that  during 
the  present  year  the  revenue  would  be  between 
nine  and  ten  millions^  or  equal  to  the  half  of  the 
whole  revenue, of  the  United  States.  He  asked 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
proper  or  Just  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these 
officers.  There  were  no  officers  under  the  Gov- 
ernment who  more  faithfully  earned  their  sala- 
ries— ^there  was  no  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Treasury,  War,  Navy,  or  State,  with  all 
their  auditors  and  clerks,  which  performed  as 
much  labor  as  was  executed  at  the  custom-house 
at  New  York.  As  we  had  a  few  days  since 
virtually  rejected  the  bill  reducing  our  own 
compensation,  be  hoped  the  House  would,  for 
this  session,  at  least,  forbear  to  touch  the  salaries 
of  officers  whose  labors  and  responsibility  had 
been  so  much  increased  in  thirty  years.  It  was 
a  mistaken  policy  to  change  the  salaries  of  reve- 
nue offices. 

Mr.  Chambebs  again  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained  by  the  House— 
yeas  67,  nays  46. 

The  question,  ''Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  pat?"  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 


nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  86, 
nays  51. 

The  main  question,  "  Shall  the  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  ordered  for  a  third  reading!'' 
was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma-, 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walwobth,  a  recess  was 
ordered  until  6  o'clock. 


Evening  Session. 

Cumberland  Boad  Bepair  BiU—PrenderWi 

Veto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbdcblb,  the  several  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  pre- 
servation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road,** 
which  was  returned  to  this  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  instant, 
with  the  objections  which  appear  upon  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  4th  instant,  and  which  said  bill  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

An  Act  for  the  preservation  and  lepaSx  of  the  Cum- 
berland Rood. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatiffee  of  the  Untied  States  of  Ameriea,  in  Conffrest 
oisembkd.  That  the  President  of  Ihe  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthoriaed  to  caose  to  be 
erected,  on  the  national  road  leading  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maiyland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  so 
many  toll  houses,  gates,  and  turnpikes,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  will  be  necessaiy  and  sufficient  to  collect 
the  duties  and  tolls  hereinafter  mentioned,  from  all 
persons  travelling  on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  such 
places  as  be  may  determine;  Provided,  That  the 
number  of  such  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  not  exceed 
twelve,  nor  be  less  than  six ;  and  that  such  gates 
and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected  at  a  distance  not  less 
than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

Sbc  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised 
to  i^point,  or  cause  to  be  appointed,  toll-gatherers, 
to  demand  and  receive,  for  passing  the  said  tozn- 
pikes,  the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  who 
may  stop  any  person  riding,  leading,  or  driving,  any 
horses,  cattle,  hogs,  siieep,  sulky,  chair,  oiaise, 
phaeton,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carriafe 
of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  passing  through  the  said 
gates  or  turnpikes,  until  tiiey  shall  respectively  have 
paid  the  samQ,  that  is  to  say :  For  every  space  of 
twenty  miles  in  length  of  the  said  road,  the  following 
snms  of  money,  and  so  m  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  lesser  distance,  to  wit :  For  every  score  of  sheep 
or  hogs,  six  and  a  quarter  cents ;  for  everj  ecfxtt  or 
oatUe,  twelve  and  a  half  cents ;  for  every  led  or 
drove  horse,  one  cent ;  for  every  horse  and  rider,  six 
and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  sleigh  or  sled,  for 
each  horse  and  ox  drawing  the  same,  three  cents ; 
for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  chair,  or  chaise,  vrith  one 
horse,  twelve  and  a  holT  cents;  for  every  chariot, 
coach,  coachee,  stage  wagon,  phaeton,  chaise,  or  dear- 
bom,  with  two  horses  and  four  wheels,  eighteen  and 
three-quarter  cents ;  for  either  of  the  carriages  last 
mentioned,  with  four  horses,  twenty-five  cents.  For 
every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  whatever 
name  it  may  go,  the  like  sum,  according  to  the 
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mmber  of  wheels  and  hones  drawiDg  the  same.  For 
every  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed 
the  breadth  of  four  indies,  six  and  one-fourth  cents 
for  each  hone  or  ox  drawing  the  same.  For  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth 
fbfir  inches,  and  not  exceeding  six  inches,  three 
events  for  every  hotae  or  ox  drawing  the  same ;  and 
every  other  cart  or  wagon,  whoee  wheels  shall  ex- 
ceed six  inches,  shall  pass  the  said  gates  free  and 
clear  of  toll:  Provided^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  authorize  the  superintendent  of 
the  road  to  c<Mnmute  the  rates  of  toU  with  any  per- 
son, or  persons,  by  taking  of  him  or  thorn  a  certain 
mm  annually,  in  lieu  of  the  tolls  aforesaid :  And 
provided^  aim.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
stroed  so  as  to  anthoriM  any  tolls  to  be  received  or 
collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  fh>m  public 
worship,  or  to  or  from  his  common  business  on  his 
larm  or  woodland,  or  to  or  firom  a  funeral,  or  to  or 
from  a  miU :  Afid  provided  fwiher.  That  no  toll 
■hall  be  received  or  collected  for  the  passage  of  any 
wagon  or  caniage  laden  with  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  cannon  or  military  stores  bo* 
Icmging  to  the  United  States,  to  any  of  the  States 
composing  this  Union,  or  any  person  or  persons  on 
^^aty  in  the  militaiy  service  of  the  United  States^  or 
the  mititia  of  any  of  the  States. 

Segl  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
toU-gatherers  shall  settle  their  accounts  quarterly 
with  the  superintendent  of  the  road,  and  at  all  oUier 
times  when  thereunto  required,  and  shall,  at  all 
times,  pay  ove^  to  him,  on  demand,  the  amount  of 
tolls  by  them  collected ;  and  it  shall  be  liis  duty  to 
account  for  the  same  with  the  Seca^taiy  of  the 
Treasury,  once  in  each  year,  and  quarterly,  if  re- 
qnired.  And  tiie  said  superintendent  and  toll-gath- 
erers shall  govern  themselves  by  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations whidi  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
from  time  to  time  proscribe. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  tolls,  after  deducting  therefirom  the  ex- 
penses and  charges  of  collection,  shall  be  ^plied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  said  road, 
in  snch  manner,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  he 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  to  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Sbc  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  directors 
ahall  be  erected  at  proper  and  convenient  situations, 
to  caution  all  conductors  or  drivers  of  carriages  on 
the  road  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  at  all  times  pass 
on  the  left  of  each*  other,  under  the  penalty  of  three 
doQArs  for  every  offence. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pres^ 
ideat  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease or  dimiaifih  the  tolls  established  by  this  act, 
In  case  it  should  be  found  upon  trial  thi^  ike  sum 
collected  is  more,  or  less,  than  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  said  road  in  repair ;  and  to  increase  or  lessen  the 
tolls  fiom  tijae  to  timis,  on  any  particular  kind  of 
travelling  or  transportation,  so  as  to  preserve  an  equi- 
table scale  of  rates,  and  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
tolls  at  sach  seasons  of  the  year  as  he  may  direct : 
J^rvcided,  however,  That  the  items  of  tolls  ^all  not, 
at  any  time,  be  increased  to  more  than  double  the 
rates  herein  established  and  allowed. 

Src'.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of 
the  toll  gatherers  shall  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  paasenger  or  traveller,  at  any  of  the  gates,  or 
•hall  demand  or  receive  more  toll  than  is  by  this  act 


established,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  ofifonce, 
forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  party  so  aggrieved,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars. 

SEa  8.  And  be  it  fUrther  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son who  shall  use  the  said  road,  shall,  with  a  view  to 
evade  the  payment  of  the  tolls  required  by  this  act, 
leave  the  said  road,  and  go  round  the  said  gates, 
every  such  person  shall,  for  every  such  ofifence,  forfeit 
and  pay  to,  and  for  the  use  of,  tihe  United  States,  the 
sum  of  twelve  dollars. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  toll 
gatherers  on  the  said  road  shall,  respectively,  receive 
oompensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  cent  on  the  amount  of  tolls  by  them  respectively 
collected:  Provided,  That  the  annual  oompensation 
of  any  toll  gatherer  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of 
three  hundr^  and  fifty  dollars,  nor  shall  the  same  be 
less  in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars ;  and  ia  case  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount 
collected  by  any  toll  gatherer,  below  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  the  residue  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  tolls  collected  at  the  other  gates  on  the 
said  road. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  fkrther  enacted,  That,  for  re- 
pairing the  Cumberland  road,  the  sum  of  nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents,  (being  an  unexpended  balance  of  money 
appropriated  by  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  for  completing  the  same,) 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated :  Provided,  however.  That  aU  expenditures  aris- 
ing under  this  act,  or  coimected  with  the  support  or 
repair  of  said  road,  beyond  the  sum  herein  appro- 
priated, shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  tolls  collected 
under  said  acts,  and  from  no  other  fund. 

• 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  with  a  view  to  snch  a  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  as  its  importance  appear- 
ed to  him  to  require,  moved  to  refer  the  bill 
and  objections  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole; 
but  the  House  refused  to  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wbioht  expressed  in  strong  terms  hia 
approbation  of  the  Message  of  the  President, 
particularly  on  the  ground  that,  to  impose  a 
toll  on  this  particular  road,  while  other  roads 
were  free,  would  be  an  unequal  and  oppressive 
tax,  &c.  He  waa,  however,  in  favor  of  keeping 
this  road  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  '*  Shall  this 
bill  pass,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States?"  and  the  vote 
was  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs  Barstow,  Bateman,  Blackledge, 
Burrows,  Campbel  lof  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Chambers^ 
Cocke,  Oook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Deni- 
son,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Findlay,  Fuller,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Little,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Montgomery,  Moore 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  iSieale,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reid  of  Geor- 
gia, Rich,  Ross,  Russ,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Ser- 
geant, Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Swearingen,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Upham, 
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Vance,  Walker,  Walworth,  Williams  of  Yiiginia,  and 
Woodson— 68. 

Nays. — Measn.  Speaker,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mae- 
sachueettt,  Archer,  Ball,  Baesett,  Blair,  Borland, 
Burton,  Bntler,  Cambreleng,  Campbellof  New  York, 
Cannon,  Golden,  Conner,  CrafU,  Crndnp,  £dwardB 
of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fairelly,  Floyd,  Gilmer, 
Gist,  Gross,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hohart,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  McCoy, 
McSherry,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Mniiay, 
Nekon  of  Mussachnsetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Phillips,  Pitcher,  B«ed 
of  Massachnsetts,  Beed  of  Maryland,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Kiiggl^  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spenoer, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut^  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  White,  WiUiams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilsooi,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Worman,  and  Wright — 72. 

Two-thirds  of  all  the  members  being  required 
to  carry  this  question,  and  a  majority  having 
voted  against  it,  it  was  of  coarse  not  carried  ; 
and  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Wednesday,  May  8. 

The  House  met  at  six  o^clock,  according  to 
order,  and,  it  appearing  that  a  quorum  was  not 
present,  and  it  being,  made  known  to  the  House 
that  the  Senate  did  not  meet  until  ten  o'clock 
to-day,  a  recess  of  this  House  was  ordered  un- 
til ten  o'clock. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  House  reassembled,  and 
continued  in  session,  with  occasional  recesses, 
until  all  the  business  which  was  transacted  yes- 
terday was  put  in  form,  and  the  necessary  mes« 
sages  interchanged  between  the  President  and 
the  two  Houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallabt,  (Mr.  Tatlob 
being  temporarily  in  the  cliair,)  it  was 

Jiesolvedf  unanimoutiy,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Phiup  P.  Bar- 
bour, for  the  assiduity,  promptitude,  and  ability,  with 
which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Lrrruz  were  appointed  to 
announce  to  the  President  that  the  House  had 
got  through  their  business,  and  were  ready  to 
adjourn. 

The  committee  having  a  little  before  three 
o'clock  stated  to  the  House,  that  the  President 
had  informed  them  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make — 

Mr.  Speaker  Babbous  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  when 
I  was  unexpectedly  called  by  you  to  the  Chair,  I  ex- 
pressed the  profound  sense  of  g^titude  which  I  felt 
for  ihaX  distinguished  mark  of  your  confidence ;  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  I  have  to  acknowledge  a  new 
and  increased  weight  of  obligation^  arising  from  the 
resolution  which  yon  have  this  day  adopted.  I 
should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  have  been  vain 
enough  to  suppose  that  I  could  have  passed  through 
the  long  and  laborious  session,  which  is  just  about  to 


be  terminated,  without  falling  into  some  eiTor;  stili 
less  oould  I  have  hoped  for  it,  under  the  coniciou- 
ness  which  I  felt  of  my  inexperience  in  relation  to  d» 
dnties  of  my  office ;  if,  however,  I  have  erred,  I  trait 
it  has  been  in  points  not  material ;  I  know  it  lui 
been  unintentional ;  and  the  approbation  which  jm 
have  to-day  expressed  of  my  ocniduct  afibrds  to  me  s 
g^tifying  proof,  that,  whilst  you  have  given  dm  s 
generous  credit  for  the  purity  of  my  motives,  vhibk 
you  have,  with  a  kind  indulgence,  overIo(dLed  mj  de- 
fects, you  have  done  more  than  justice  to  my  beit 
efforts  to  merit  your  good  opinion.  The  recollectkm 
of  these  things  will  long  be  cherished  by  me  tit 
source  of  pleasure;  it  will  add  to  a  sense  ofdntj,! 
new  motive  to  endeavor,  by  every  possible  exertios, 
to  acquit  myself  of  the  high  responsibility  of  my  offie^ 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  yon.  At  this  momest  of 
approaching  separation,  permit  me  to  assure  joo  of 
my  firiendship  and  good  feelings  to  you  sll,  sod  t» 
express  the  sincere  desire,  that,  iqion  rettriog  firm 
the  toils  of  legislation,  yon  may  have  a  safe  snd  happy 
return  to  the  bosoms  of  your  req>6ctive  famiiieit  ud 
that,  when  you  have  arrived  there,  you  msy  eigoj 
the  happiness  and  peace  which  ought  to  belong  teda 
domestic  state. 

The  Spbaksb  then  adjourned  the  House  tm- 
til  the  first  Monday  in  Veeember  next^  the  dsf 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECH. 

{From  the  National  IntdUgmtxr,  October  16, 1856i] 

A  Relic  of  the  late  William  Lowxins.— Of 
all  the  distinguished  men  who  have  passed  periods  <tf 
their  lives  in  either  House  of  Congress  tbu«  is  oe^ 
tainly  no  one,  of  any  thing  like  equal  abilitj,  vho 
has  left  fewer  traces  on  the  page  of  histoiy,  or  on  the 
records  of  Congress,  than  William  Lowkubi,  the 
eminent  Representative  for  several  years  of  the  Siste 
of  South  Carolina.  Not  that  he  was  len  hoaosd 
and  respected,  as  well  for  his  elevated  patriotisD  ssd 
his  fine  intellect,  as  for  his  high  moral  qualities  ssd 
his  social  virtues,  than  any  one  of  his  cootempars* 
rios  m  public  life.  But  that  so  few  of  his  eloqasnt 
speeches  are  to  be  found  on  record  is  attribatshk,  is 
part,  to  his  unfeigned  diffidence,  which  pieced  1^ 
than  their  true  value  upon  his  own  exertions,  snd  is 
part  to  an  objection  which  he  had,  on  principle,  te 
the  practice,  then  general,  cfwriiinp  out  speeches  fiv 
publication,  either  before  or  after  the  delivery. 

A  sketch,  however,  of  one  of  the  briefest  of  tbi 
speeches  of  this  eminent  statesman,  (who  bat  for  hit 
retiring  modesty  might,  to  our  knowledge,  hsfs 
worn  the  highest  honors  in  the  gift  of  his  Gofos- 
ment,)  we  are  now  enabled  to  present  to  oar  resdei^ 
through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  into  wfaoA  pmsm- 
sion  it  came  by  the  death  of  a  relative.  Besides  the 
rarity  of  this  production,  as  an  exception  to  Sir.  1** 
rule  to  decline  writing  out  his  speeches,  the  sabjectto 
which  it  relates  cannot  fail  to  interest  eveiy  rsuer 
who  rightly  appreciates  the  memory  of  Perrt,  the  re- 
nowned naval  commander,  whose  victoiy  on  ^""^^^^^ 
during  the  war  of  1812,  gave  safety  to  the  ^^7^ 
frontier  of  the  country,  and  greatly  contribnted,  wjw 
the  subsequent  events,  to  bring  about  an  honoisw 
and  happy  peace. — Editon  Nat.  InL 
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JSndoned  in  Mr.  Senator  Silsbbb^s  handtDritiTig^ 
"  Sfeeoh  of  Hon.  W.  Lowndes,  for  the  Re- 
l^f  of  the  Family  of  Commodore  PIebbt, 
witten  off  by  Mr.  L.  at  my  requeeU^^  Session 
ofl^^Q-^l.'-Jan.  23-24. 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  conld  wish,  bnt  I  dare  not 
hope,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentnokj,  (Mr. 
Habdik,)  bj  withdrawing  his  amendment,  will 
afford  to  the  committee  the  opportanity  of  giv- 
ing a  direct  vote  on  the  bill  which  is  before 
them.  If  the  health  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph)  had  allowed  him  to  ex- 
plain his  views  to  the  committee,  I  should  have 
been  entirely  silent  As  it  is,  I  shall  say  but  a 
fow  words. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  law  which  defines 
the  cases  in  which  pensions  may  be  given  by 
the  EzeoQtive  Government,  and  limits  their 
amonnt  It  is  right  that  there  should  be  a 
general  rale,  and  that  prescribed  by  the  law  is 
a  safe  one.  It  is  a  law  to  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment. But  it  does  not  withdraw  from  Con- 
gress the  power.  It  cannot  supersede  the  duty 
of  expressing  our  gratitude  for  signal  services, 
and  of  providing  (where  tlie  letter  of  the  law 
does  not  do  so)  for  the  family  of  the  man  who 
lived  and  died  for  his  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  that 
Commodore  Perry  did  not  die  of  a  wound.  It 
was  his  last  regret  that  he  had  not  fallen  on  the 
qoarter-deck  of  his  own  ship.  But  the  disease 
which  carried  him  off  was  one  to  which  he 
could  not  have  been  exposed  but  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  his  Government.  He  died  not 
only  while  he  was  in  service,  but  because  he 
was  in  service.  Shall  we  aggravate  the  irre- 
parable loss  of  his  family  by  leaving  it  in  hope- 
lees  poverty  ?  Gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  grant 
pensions.  They  are  granted  now.  They  fear, 
from  the  example  of  other  nations,  that  we  shall 
become  profuse  in  our  generosity.  No  Govern- 
ment has  been  lavish  to  the  dead.  Postpone 
the  remuneration  for  the  highest  military  ser- 
Tioea  nntil  the  man  who  rendered  them  is  no 
more,  and  the  most  suspicious  economy  may 
hog  itself  in  confidence  that  the  hour  of  danger- 
ous extravagance  has  passed. 

You  will  not  say  that  our  gratitude  should 
end  with  ihe  services  of  Commodore  Perry — 
with  his  life  ?  But,  his  services  have  not  ended. 
We  have  still  the  inland  seas  which  were  re- 
covered by  his  arms.  His  example  lives ;  and 
^  at  some  period  of  future  depression  and  dis- 
may, we  shall  be  told  that  single  ships  may  an- 
noy the  commerce  of  our  enemy,  but  that  an 
assembled  fleet  would  be  a  prize  to  a  power 


which  it  is  wiser  to  elude  than  to  resist,  his  ex- 
ample shall  rebuke  our  weakness  and  enlighten 
our  feeling.  Ton  will  rally  the  desponding 
spirits  of  the  country  by  his  name.  I  am  not 
willing  to  speak  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  It 
is  a  theme  for  pride  and  emulation,  and  that 
temper  is  subdued  in  me  now,  by  the  condition 
of  that  man's  family,  to  whom  we  owe  the  vic- 
tory. But,  though  I  cannot  describe,  never 
shdl  I  forget  the  circumstances  of  that  battle. 
Courage  might  haVe  saved  your  fleet  from  cap- 
ture, not  from  destruction.  The  highest  praise 
of  other  men  would  have  been  to  take  refuge 
from  captivity  in  honorable  death.  The  battle 
tpae  already  lost ;  and  it  was  at  a  moment  when 
the  rarest  union  of  skill  and  courage  could  not 
have  effected  a  retreat,  that  the  genius  of  Perry 
gave  you  a  victory.  Ton  all  remember  the  de- 
spondence which  preceded  that  victory,  the 
confidence  which  followed  it  It  gave  a  new. 
and,  I  trust,  a  permanent  direction  to  the  naval 
policy  of  this  country.  I  know  of  no  action  of 
modern  or  of  ancient  times  where  success  has 
resulted  more  undeniably  from  the  personal 
conduct  of  the  commander.  Two  of  the  great- 
est actions  of  our  day  have  been  decided  by  the 
arrival  of  an  unexpected  reinforcement*  But 
who  will  tell  me  of  another  commander,  who, 
in  the  most  desperate  peril  of  his  battle,  left  the 
command  which  he  could  not  otherwise  save, 
and  brought  back  with  him  the  reinforcement 
which  saved  his  victory  ?  The  naval  glory  of 
the  country  is  without  spot  I  make  no  invidi- 
ous demonstration.  I  apply  no  prism  to  the 
ray  to  separate  the  different  colors  whose  gene-' 
ral  character  is  light.  But  the  Navy  which  has 
done  so  much  for  the  nation  feels  how  much 
has  been  done  by  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  for  its 
character  and  its  prospects.  There  is  not  a  sea- 
man whose  homely  meal  would  not  be  embit- 
tered by  the  refiectlon  that  the  family  of  his  old 
commander  had  been  excluded  from  the  bounty 
of  his  Government.  If^  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
commander  had  longer  lived,  if  another  war,  if 

an  Atlantic  Navy But  I  must  not  pursue 

this  course  of  observation.  My  mind  is  suffi- 
ciently filled  with  the  recollection  of  what  he 
was,  without  reflecting  upon  what  he  would  have 
been.  We  have,  gentlemen,  the  fullest  proof 
that  the  objects  of  the  proposed  bounty  are  en- 
tirely destitute.  The  question  is  a  simple  one. 
Will  you  decide,  by  your  votes,  that  the  children 
of  Commodore  Perry  shall  be  without  eduq|i- 
tion — his  wife  without  a  home? 


*  Marengo  and  Watezloa 
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SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS-SECOND  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT    THE    CITY   OF   WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER    2,  1822. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  December  2, 1822. 

The  Second  Session  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington,  conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

fbbsent: 

David  L.  Mobbill,  and  John  F.  Pabbott, 
firom  New  Hampshire. 

Jambs  Lloyd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Nehemiah  R.  Enioht,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Elijah  Boabdican,  and  James  Lanman,  from 
Connecticut. 

'   William  A.  Palmeb,  and  Hobatio  Seymoub, 
from  Vermont. 

Rurrs  Kino,  and  Mabtin  Van  Buben,  from 
New  Yorlc. 

Mahlon  Diokebbon,  from  New  Jersey. 

William  Findlay,  and  Walteb  Lowbib, 
from  Pennsylvania. 

C^BAB  A  Rodney,  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyxb, 
from  Delaware. 

James  Babboub,  and  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd,  and  Wiluam  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Riohabd  M.  Johnson,  and  Isham  Talbot, 
from  Kentucky. 

John  H.  Eaton,  and  John  Williams,  from 
Tennessee. 

.Ethan  Allen  Bbown,  and  Benjamin  Rug- 
oi£8,  from  Ohio. 

James  Bbown,  and  Henby  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

James  Noble,  and  Walleb  Taylob,  from  In- 
diana. 

David  Holmes,  and  Thomas  H.  Wiluams, 
from  Mississippi. 

NiNiAN  Edwabds,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandleb,  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Babton,  firom  Missouri. 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 


James  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tiie 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  MassachosettR,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Habbison  Gbay  Otis,  produced  his  credeotiah, 
was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  8eih 
ate. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present;  i 
message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barboub,  sort 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  announdog 
the  fact,  and  the  readiness  of  the  SeDate  to 
proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  to  wait  on  the  President  d 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  t«o 
Houses  are  ready  to  receive  any  communicitioD 
from  him ;  and  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  fd 
Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed ;  and  the  Seoito 
then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  8. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at 
tended. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  reported,  firom  the 
joint  committee,  that  they  had  waited  on  tha 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  informed  the 
committee  that  he  would  make  a  oommaniei- 
tion  to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  proposition  ftr  «e 
appointment  of  two  chaplains,  to  interchange 
weekly  between  the  two  Houses  of  CongreflB. 

PreMenVM  Annual  Meuage. 

After  adopting  several  orders  connect 
the  despatch  of  business — 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 

FdUw-cUisms  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  lUpreseniaUvei: 

Many  canses  unite  to  make  our  present  meeting 
peculiarly  interesting  to  our  oonstitnents.  The  ^ 
ration  of  onrlaws  on  the  various  sol^jeots  to  va>* 
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ibej  apply,  with  the  unendmentB  which  they  ooc»- 
donall  J  requize,  imposes,  annxially,  an  important  duty 
on  the  repreaentatives  of  a  free  people.  Our  system 
has  happDy  adyanced  to  such  maturity,  that  I  am 
not  aware  that  yonr  cares,  in  that  respect,  will  be 
angmented.  Other  causes  exist  which  are  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  to  no  por- 
tion of  it  more  so,  in  certain  yiews,  than  to  the 
United  States.  Of  these  causes,  and  of  their  bearing 
on  the  interests  of  onr  Union,  I  shall  commnnioate 
the  sentiments  which  I  haye  formed  with  that  finee- 
dom  which  a  sense  of  duty  dictates.  It  is  proper, 
boweyer,  to  invite  yoor  attention,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  thoee  concerns  respecting  wliich  Legislatiye 
provision  is  thought  to  be  particnlarly  nigenl 

On  the  24th  of  Jnne  last,  a  Convention  of  Naviga* 
tian  and  Commerce  was  conclnded,  in  this  city,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  by  Ministers 
dnly  antliorixed  for  the  pnrpose.  The  sanction  of  the 
Exeentive  having  been  given  to  this  convention  nnder 
a  conviction  that,  taking  all  its  stipulations  into  view, 
it  rested  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and  eqnal 
advantage,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  in  compliance  with 
die  anthority  vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  tiie  last  sesaon,  of  l^e  6th  May, 
eoooeming  navigation,  to  suspend,  by  proclamation, 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  op- 
endioa  of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  puiposes,*  and  to  suspend,  likewise,  all  other 
duties  on  FVench  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeded  the  duties  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  them.  I 
shall  submit  this  convention  forthwitii  to  the  Senate 
Ibr  its  advice  and  consent  as  to  the  ratification. 

Sinee  yonr  last  session,  the  prohibition  which  had 
been  imposed  on  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colom'es,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  has  likewise  been  removed. 
Satisfactory  evidence  having  been  adduced  that  the 
ports  of  those  colonies  had  been  opened  to  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  the  British 
Pariiament,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  June  last,  on 
tiie  conditions  spedfied  thmein,  I  deemed  it  proper, 
in  oomplianoe  with  the  provision  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session  above  redted,  to  declare, 
by  proclamation,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  August 
iMt,  that  the  ports  of  the  United  States  should 
thenceforward,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  sesdon 
ef  Congress,  be  open  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
annoyed  in  that  trade,  under  the  limitation  spedfied 
in  that  prodaniation. 

A  doobt  was  entertained  whether  the  act  of  Con- 
gress applied  to  the  British  colonies  on  this  conti- 
■eat,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  West  Indies ;  but,  as 
the  act  of  Pariiament  opened  the  intercourse  equally 
with  bothy  and  it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  Con- 
gnsi^  aa  well  as  the  obvious  policy-  of  the  United 
Stata^  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament 
should  be  met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the  part  of  tiie 
United  States,  and  as  also  the  act  of  Congress  was 
wypused  to  vest  in  the  President  some  dinaretion  in 
tile  exaeutum  of  it,  I  thought  it  advisaUs  to  give  it  a 
CBsies|HMidiiig  construction. 

Sboold  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Senate 
be  given  to  the  ratification  of  the  Convention  with 
Fiance,  legislatiye  provisions  will  be  neoessary  to 
my  it  lolly  faito  eifcot,  as  it  likewise  will  be  to  oon- 
tinaa  in  finroa,  on  such  conditions  as  msv  be  deemed 
jut  and  proper,  the  inteoroourse  whioL  has  been  | 


opened  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies.  Every  light  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive, will,  in  due  time,  be  communicated  on  both 
subjects. 

Resting  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and 
eqnal  advantage,  it  has  been  the  ol^ject  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  transactions  with  other  powers,  to  meet  the 
propositions  of  each  with  a  liberal  qiirit,  believing 
that  thereby  the  interest  of  our  country  would  be 
most  effectually  promoted.  This  course  has  been 
systematically  pursued  in  the  late  oocurrences  with 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  strict  acoord  with 
the  views  of  the  Legislature.  A  confident  hope  is 
entertained,  thaty  by  the  anangement  thus  com- 
menced with  each,  all  diflerenoes  respecting  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  with  the  dominions  in  question, 
will  be  adnisted,  and  a  solid  foundation  be  laid  for  an 
active  and  permanent  intercourse,  which  will  prove 
equally  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

The  decision  of  His  Imperial  Mijesty  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  on  the  question  submitted  to  him  by  the 
United  States  auid  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 
construction  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  has  been  received.  A  Convention  has  since 
been  concluded,  between  the  parties,  under  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Migesty,  to  prescribe  the 
mode  by  which  that  article  shall  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  oonformi^  with  that  decision.  I  shall  sub- 
mit this  Convention  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and 
consent,  as  to  the  ratification,  and,  if  obtained,  shall 
immediately  bring  the  subject  before  Congress,  for 
such  provisions  as  may  require  the  interposition  of 
the  Legislature. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  a 
territorial  government  has  been  established  in 
Florida,  on  the  prindples  of  our  system.*  By  this 
act,  the  inhabitants  are  secured  in  the  full  eigoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  to  admission  into 
the  Union,  with  equal  partidpation  in  the  govern- 
ment with  the  original  States,  on  the  conditions 
heretofore  prescribe  to  other  territories.  By  a 
clause  in  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain, 
by  whidi  that  Territory  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  stipulated  that  satisfaction  shall  be  made 
for  the  ii^juries,  if  any,  which,  by  process  of  law, 
shall  be  established  to  have  been  suffered,  by  the 
Spanish  officers^  and  individual  Spanish  inhabitants, 
by  the  late  operations  of  our  troops,  in  Florida.  No 
provision  having  yet  been  made  to  carry  that  stipu- 
lation into  effect,  it  is  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to  vest  the 

*  In  oontradistlnction  to  the  Spanish  system,  which  was 
only  temporary,  and  to  prevail  while  taking  poaseasion  of 
the  Territory,  and  nntll  Congreas  ooold  have  time  to  organ- 
ise a  regular  Tenltoilal  Qovemment  The  eneiyy  with 
which  General  Jackson  had  exercised  the  powers  of  Captain 
Ckneral  ef  Caba,  had  quickened  the  diligence  of  Coogreot, 
and  the  biU,  "  on  the  prindples  of  our  own  system,^  was 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  Ck»ngress,  after  the  exhibition 
of  that  energy.  It  was  the  first  grade  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  as  oontained  in  the  ordinance  of  *8T,  with  so 
much  of  the  second  grade  as  admitted  a  resident  oooncil  to 
a  share  In  the  legisUtlve  power— the  ssme  that  had  been 
allowed  to  the  Orleans  Territorial  Government  when  a  reg^ 
ular  government  was  given  to  that  Territoiy  in  place  of  the 
temporary  Spanish  system,  which  was  ooutlnaed  as  It  was 
(bond  nntll  Congress  had  time  to  mature  a  government  ae- 
oording  to  that  constttatlon  for  Tenitoiles— the  ordinaaoe 
of*Sr,ad(vtedby  ths  Congress  of '88L 
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competent  power  in  the  dittrict  court  at  Pensaoolft, 
or  in  some  tribunal,  to  be  spedallj  ox^ganixed  for  the 
porpoae. 

The  fiscal  operationa  of  the  year  have  been  more 
nieoessfnl  than  had  been  anticipated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  sesrion  of  Conmsa. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasniy  dnring  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  exceeded  the  sum  of 
fourteen  millions  seyen  hundred  and  farty-fiye  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  payments  made  at  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period,  have  exceeded  twelve  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  sevenly-nine  thousand  doUars ; 
leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  tiie  80th  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  (including  one  million  one  hundred  and 
nxty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  which  were  in  the 
Treasoiy  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,)  a  sum 
exceediiig  four  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  dollan. 

Besides  dischaiging  all  demands  for  the  cuxrent 
service  of  tlie  year,  including  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  Uie  public  debt,  the  six  per  cent,  stock 
of  1796,  amonnting  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  has 
been  redeemed.  It  is  estimated  that,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  present  quarter,  and  re- 
deeming the  two  millions  A  six  per  cent  stock  of 
1620,  there  will  remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
which  have  been  secured,  firom  the  first  of  January 
to  the  SOth  of  September  last,  has  exceeded  nine- 
teen millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
amount  for  the  whole  year  will  probably  not  fall 
short  of  twenty-three  miUions  of  dollars. 

Of  the  actual  force  in  service  under  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  the  poets  at  which  it  is  sta- 
tioned, and  the  condition  of  each  post,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  now  communicated, 
will  give  a  distinct  idea.  By  like  reports,  the  state 
of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  will  be  seen,  as  will 
be  the  progress  which  has  been  made  on  the  fortifi- 
cations along  the  coast,  and  at  the  National  Armo- 
ries and  Arsenals. 

The  position  on  the  Red  River,  and  that  at  the 
Sault  of  St.  Marie,  are  the  only  new  posts  that  have 
been  taken.  These  posts,  with  those  already  occu- 
pied in  the  interior,  are  thought  to  be  well  adapted 
to  the  protecrion  of  our  frontiers.  All  the  force,  not 
placed  in  the  garrisons  along  the  coast,  and  in  the 
ordnance  depots,  and  indispensably  necessary  there, 
is  placed  on  the  frontiers. 

The  organization  of  the  several  corps  composing 
the  army,  is  such  as  to  admit  its  expansion  to  a  great 
extent,  in  case  of  emergency,  the  officers  carrying 
with  them  all  the  light  which  they  possess  to  the 
new  corps,  to  which  they  might  be  appointed. 

With  the  organization  of  the  staff,  there  is  equal 
cause  to  be  satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of  every 
branch,  with  its  chief  in  this  city,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Department,  and  with  a  grade,  in  the  chief  mili- 
tary station,  to  keep  fdive  and  cherish  a  military 
spirit,  the  greatest  promptitude  in  the  execution  of 
orders,  with  the  greatest  economy  and  efficiency,  are 
secured.  The  same  view  is  taken  of  the  Military 
Academy.  Good  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and  the 
youth  are  well  instructed  in  every  science  connected 
with  the  great  objects  of  the  InstitutiorL  They  are 
also  well  trained  and  disciplined  in  the  practical 
parts  of  the  profession.  It  has  been  always  found 
difficult  to  control  the  ardor  inseparable  from  that 


early  age^  in  such  manner  as  to  give  it  s  popv 
direction.  The  rights  of  manhood  are  too  often 
claimed,  prematurely ;  in  pressing  which  too  &r,  tie 
respect  which  is  due  to  age,  and  the  obedienoei*- 
oessary  to  a  course  of  study  and  instruction,  ia  sray 
such  institution,  are  sometimes  lost  sight  oC  Tbe 
great  object  to  be  accomplished,  is  the  rsstniotof 
that  ardor,  by  such  wise  regulations  and  govemmeBt, 
as,  by  directing  all  the  energies  of  the  yoothfiil  aiod 
to  the  attunment  of  useful  knowledge,  will  keep  it 
within  a  just  subordination,  and  at  the  same  time 
elevate  it  to  the  highest  purposes.  This  object  seen 
to  be  essentially  obtained  in  this  Institntioa,  ind 
witii  great  advantage  to  the  Union. 

The  Military  Academy  forms  the  basis,  in  regard 
to  science,  on  which  the  Military  Establinhmwt 
reats.  It  furnishes  annually,  after  due  examinstinn, 
and  on  the  report  of  the  academic  staf^  many  veil- 
informed  youths  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  ooonria 
the  several  corps  of  the  army,  while  othen,  irhoi»* 
tire  to  private  life,  carry  with  them  soch  attaii- 
ments,  as,  undor  the  right  reserved  to  Ihe  sevenl 
States  to  appoint  the  officers,  and  to  train  the  militt% 
will  enable  them,  by  affording  a  wider  field  for  n* 
lection,  to  promote  the  great  object  of  the  povs 
vested  in  Congress,  of  providing  for  the  oiganiziai^ 
arming,  and  duciplining  the  militia.  Thn^bjlki 
mutual  and  harmonious  co-operaticoi  of  the  t«o 
Governments,  in  the  execution  of  a  power  divided 
between  them,  an  object  always  to  be  cherished,  ^ 
attainment  of  a  great  result,  on  which  oar  libeitiH 
may  depend,  carmot  fail  to  be  eeenred.  I  hive  to 
add,  that,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  force  is  smaD, 
should  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  mifiiia, 
the  great  resource  on  which  we  rely,  be  pushed  to 
the  utmost  extent  that  circumstances  will  admit. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  coah 
municate  the  progreas  which  has  been  made  io  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  other  intereetiDg 
details  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  affunv 
that  department.  It  haa  been  found  neoesiaiyfiv 
the  protection  of  our  oommeroe,  to  maintain  tka 
usual  squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pscffie, 
and  along  the  Atiantic  coast,  extending  the  cdbska 
of  the  latter  into  the  West  Indies,  where  pincj,  or- 
gviized  into  a  system,  has  preyed  on  the  oommena 
of  every  country  trading  thither.  A  cniiae  hss  aha 
been  maintained  on  the  ooast  of  Africa,  when  tbs 
season  would  permit,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slsve 
trade;  and  orders  have  been  given  to  the  oom- 
mcmders  of  all  our  public  ships  to  seise  our  own  ^ea> 
gels,  should  they  find  any  engaged  in  that  trade,  aad 
to  bring  them  in  for  abjudication. 

In  the  West  Indiea  piracy  ia  of  leoent  date,  wfaid 
may  explain  the  cause  why  other  powers  have  tuk 
combined  against  it.  By  the  documents  oominaBi- 
cated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  effi>rtB  of  the  Umtad 
btates  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a  very  salutary  eft<^ 
The  benevolent  proviaon  of  the  act,  under  which  tke 
protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the  oomineitt 
of  other  nations,  caimot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated 
by  them. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  sesfloa,  co- 
titied  *<  An  act  to  abolish  the  United  States  Tradi^ 
Establishments,"  agents  were  inunediately  appoinixd, 
and  instructed,  under  the  direq|tion  of  the  Secretaiy 
Qf  the  Treasury,  to  dose  the  businewof  the  tradiiv 
houses  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  settle  tba  ae- 
oouttts  of  the  factors  and  sub-factors  engaged  in  tut 
trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all  other  respects,  the  is- 
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jqnctioDS  of  that  wotf  in  tiie  mode  prescribed  therein. 
A  fiiud  report  of  their  proeeedinffs  shall  be  oommn- 
nicated  to  GongreM  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  have  to  state  that  a  seri* 
ons  msladj  has  deprived  os  of  many  valuable  citizens 
St  Fensacola,  and  cheeked  the  progress  of  some  of 
those  snangements  whioh  are  important  to  the  Ter- 
zitoiy.  This  effect  has  been  sensiblj  felt  in  respect 
to  the  Indians  who  inhabit  that  Territory,  oonsiBting 
of  the  remnants  of  several  tribes,  who  oocopj  the 
middle  gnmnd  between  St.  Angnstine  and  Pensaoola, 
with  extensive  claims,  bnt  nndefined  bonndaries. 
Althoogh  peace  is  preserved  with  those  Tndiftn<s  yet 
their  position  and  oUdms  tend  essentially  to  intemipt 
the  interoonrse  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
parts  of  the  Territoir,  on  which  onr  inhabitants  are 
prindpaUy  settled.  It  is  essential  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  to  the  inter- 
ests of  ti^  Union,  that  these  Indians  should  be  re- 
moved, by  qMcial  oompaot  with  them,  to  some  other 
position,  or  oonoentrated  within  narrower  limits 
vfaeie  they  are.  With  the  limited  means  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  instructions  were  given  to 
the  Governor  to  acoomplidi  thia  object,  so  far  at  it 
aught  be  practicable,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
dittressiqg  mnlady  refiarred  ta  To  cany  it  folly 
into  efie^  in  either  mode,  additional  funds  will  be 
McesHuy,  to  the  provision  of  which  the  powers  of 
Coogress  alone  are  competent  With  a  view  to  such 
pravinon  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  the  subject  is 
whwitted  to  your  oonsideratioii,  and,  in  the  interim, 
tvther  proceedings  are  suspended. 

It  appearing  that  so  mudi  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
■et  regolating  the  staff  of  the  Army,"  which  passed 
on  the  Uth  April,  1818,  as  relates  to  the  Gommis- 
ivist^  will  expire  in  April  next,  and  the  practical 
opsrstion  of  that  department  having  evinced  its  great 
vti%,  the  propriety  of  its  renew^  is  submitted  to 
yoor  consideration. 

The  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  probable 
prodnctiveness  of  the  lead  mines,  connected  with  the 
UBportanoe  of  the  material  to  the  public  defence, 
makes  it  expedient  that  they  should  be  managed 
vith  pecoliar  care.  It  is  therefore  suggested  whether 
It  will  not  comport  with  the  public  interest  to  provide 
hjrlaw  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  skilled  in 
■^uierslogy,  to  superintend  them,  under  the  direction 
of  the  proper  department 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cumberland  road,  which 

wss  constructed  at  a  groat  expense,  has  already  suf- 

wed  from  the  want  of  that  rognlar  superintendence, 

nd  of  those  repairs,  whksh  are  indispensable  to  the 

pBKrvation  of  such  a  work.    This  road  is  of  incal- 

^Mt  advantage,  in  fiusilitating  the  intercourse  be- 

^*B»  the  Western  and  the  Atlantic  States.  Through 

^  the  whole  country  firam  the  northern  extremity 

of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  aU  the 

vstars  which  emp^  into  each,  finds  an  easy  and  di- 

,gct  conmnnication  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and 

||^«Me  to  dbe  Atlanda    The  facility  which  it  affords 

lis  all  military  and  commereial  operations,  and  also 

to  those  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  cannot  be 

ptaisted  too  highly.    This  great  work  is  likewise 

r^^oiiMiiient  and  an  honor  to  the  nation.    Believing 

iw  a  competent  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  m- 

l^of  isternal  improvement  hM  not  been  granted  to 

but  that  such  a  power,  oonfinea  to  groat 

p^B^nal  purposes,  and  with  proper  limitations,  would 

krl*odiictive  of  eminent  advantage  to  our  Union,  I 

•Mi»  (hoii^  It  advisable  that  an  amendment  of  the 


constitution,  to  that  effect,  should  be  recommended 
to  the  several  States.  A  bill  which  assumed  the 
right  to  adopt  and  execute  such  a  system  having 
been  presented  for  my  sigpaaturo,  at  the  last  session, 
I  was  compelled,  ftom  the  view  which  I  had  taken 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  €rovemment,  to  negative 
it,  on  which  occasion  I  thought  it  proper  to  oommu- 
nioate  the  sentiments  which  I  had  formed,  on  mature 
consideration,  on  the  whole  subject  To  that  com- 
munication, in  all  the  views  in  which  the  groat  inter- 
est to  which  it  relates  may  be  supposed  to  merit 
yoor  attention,  I  have  now  to  refer.  Should  Con- 
gress, however,  deem  it  improper  to  recommend  such 
an  amendment,  they  have,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, the  right  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  pro- 
viding for  the  superintendence  of  it,  and  appropriating 
the  money  necessary  for  repairs.  Surely,  if  they  had 
the  right  to  appropriate  money  to  msike  the  road, 
they  have  a  right  to  ai^nopriate  it  to  preserve  the 
road  from  ruin.  From  the  exeroise  of  this  power  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Under  our  happy  sys- 
tem, the  people  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  fountain 
of  power.  Each  government  originates  from  them, 
and  to  them  alone,  each  to  its  proper  oonstituents, 
are  they  respectively  and  solely  responsible,  for  the 
feithfnl  discharge  of  their  duties,  within  their  consti* 
tutional  limits.  And  that  the  people  will  confine 
their  public  agents,  of  every  station,  to  the  strict  line 
of  their  constitutional  duties,  there  is  no  cause  to 
doubt  Having,  however,  communicated  my  senti- 
ments to  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  fully,  in  the 
document  to  whidi  I  have  referred,  respecting  the 
right  of  i^ropriation,  as  distinct  from  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  ind  sovereignty  over  the  territory  in 
question,  I  deem  it  improper  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
ject herei 

From  the  best  information  tiiat  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  appears  that  our  manufactures,  though 
depressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  con- 
siderably increased,  and  are  still  increasing,  under 
the  encouragement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  ]  816, 
and  by  subsequent  laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whatever 
may  be  the  abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  unrestricted 
commerce,  provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it^ 
and  it  was  not  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war,  which 
has  never  occurred,  and  cannot  be  ezpecteid,  that 
there  are  other  strong  reasons  applicable  to  our  situ- 
ation, and  relations  with  other  countries,  which  im- 
pose on  us  the  obligation  to  cherish  and  sustidn  our 
manufactures.  Satisfied,  however,  I  likewise  am, 
that  the  interest  of  every  part  of  our  Union,  even  of 
those  most  benefited  by  manufactures,  requires  that 
this  subject  should  be  touched  with  the  greatest 
caution,  and  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  effect  to  be 
produced  by  the  slightest  change.  On  full  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  in  all  its  relations,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  a  further  augmentation  may  now  be 
made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreign  articles,  in 
favor  of  our  own,  and  vrithout  affecting,  injuriously, 
any  otiier  interest  For  more  precise  details,  I  refer 
yon  to  the  communications  which  were  made  to  Con- 
gress during  the  last  session. 

So  great  was  the  amount  of  accounts  for  moneys 
advanced  during  the  late  war,  in  addition  to  others 
of  a  previous  date,  which,  in  the  regular  operations 
of  tile  Government,  necessarily  remained  unsettled, 
that  it  required  a  considerable  length  of  time  Tor 
their  adjustment  By  a  report  from  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  it  appean  that  oir  the  fourth 
of  March,  1817,  tihe  accounts  then  unsettled  amonnt- 
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ed  to  one  hundred  and  three  miUkyns  dzty-eight 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  se^nty-Bix  dollars  and 
forty-one  cents,  of  which,  on  the  80th  of  S^tember 
of  the  present  year,  ninety-three  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nioety-siz  ddlars  and  fifty-six  cents  had  been  set- 
tled ;  leaving  on  that  day  a  balance  unsettled  of  nine 
millions  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eighty-five 
cents.  That  there  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury, in  paying  the  public  debt,  and  sustaining  the 
Government  in  all  its  operations  and  disbursements 
since  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  millions  one  hundred  and  nine^nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  ninety-«iz 
cents,  the  accounts  for  which  have  been  settled  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions 
five  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  twelve  cents ;  leaving  a  balance 
unsettled  of  nineteen  millions  six  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  eiffhty-four  cents.  For  precise  de- 
tails respecting  eadb  of  these  balances,  I  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller,  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it. 

From  this  view  it  appears  that  our  commercial 
differences  with  France  and  Great  Britain  have 
been  placed  in  a  train  of  amicable  arrangement,  on 
conditions  fair  and  honorable  in  both  instances  to 
each  party ;  that  our  finances  are  in  a  very  produc- 
tive state,  our  revenue  being  at  present  fuUy  com- 
petent to  all  the  demands  upon  it ;  that  our  military 
force  is  well  organized  in  all  its  branches,  and  capable 
of  rendering  the  most  important  service,  in  case  of 
emergency,  that  its  number  will  admit  of;  that 
due  progress  has  been  made,  under  existing  appro- 
priations, in  the  constrmction  of  fortifications  and  in 
the  operations  of  the  Ordnance  Department ;  that 
due  progress  has,  in  like  manner,  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  ships  of  war ;  that  our  Navy  is  in  the 
best  condition,  felt  and  respected  in  eveiy  sea  in 
which  it  is  employed  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce ;  that  our  manufactures  have  augmented  in 
amount  and  improved  in  quality ;  that  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  in 
the  recovery  of  the  balances  due  by  individuals ;  and 
that  the  utmost  economy  is  secured  and  observed  in 
every  Department  of  the  Administration. 

Other  objects  will  likewise  daim  your  attention ; 
because,  from  the  station  which  the  United  States 
hold  as  a  member  of  the  great  community  of  nations, 
they  have  rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  perferm,  and 
dangers  to  encounter. 

A  strong  hope  was  entertained  that  peace  would 
ere  this  have  been  concluded  between  Spain  and  tike 
independent  Governments  south  of  the  United  States 
in  this  hemisphere.  Long  experience  having  evinced 
the  competency  of  those  Governments  to  maintain 
the  independence  which  they  have  declared,  it  was 
presumed  that  the  considerations  which  induced 
their  recognition  by  the  United  States,  would  have 
had  equal  weight  with  other  powers,  and  that  Spain 
herself,  yielding  to  those  magnanimous  feelings  of 
which  her  history  furnishes  so  many  examples, 
would  have  terminated,  on  that  basis,  a  controversy 
so  unavailing,  and  at  the  same  time  so  destructive. 
We  still  cherish  the  hope  that  this  result  will  not 
long  be  postponed. 

Sustainiftg  our  neutral  position,  and  allowing  to 
each  par^,  while  the  war  continues,  equal  rights,  it 


is  incumbent  <m  the  United  States  to  cLum  of  etoh 
with  equal  rigor,  the  faithful  observance  of  our  lighti, 
according  to  the  well-known  law  of  natums.  Froo 
each,  therefore,  a  like  oo-operationfis  expected  in  tiiB 
suppression  of  the  piratical  practice  which  hss  gion 
out  of  this  war,  and  of  blockades  of  extensive  coutt 
on  both  seas,  which,  conddering  the  small  force  en- 
ployed  to  sustain  them,  have  not  the  slightest  fovnds- 
tion  to  rest  oo. 

Europe  is  still  unsettkd,  and  althon^ths  warkif 
menaced  between  Russia  and  Tuikey  has  not  bnhs 
out,  there  is  no  certainty  tJ^t  the  difforenoes  betvesa 
those  powers  will  be  amioably  adjusted.  It  is  im|o>» 
sible  to  look  to  the  oppressions  of  the  eoontiy,  r- 
specting  which  those  dineienoes  arose,  witboot  \fsa% 
deeply  affected.  The  mention  of  Gieeee  fiOs  the 
mind  with  the  most  exalted  sentiment^  sod  sraM 
in  our  bosoms  the  best  feelings  of  which  oar  ostan 
is  susceptible.  Superior  skill  and  refinsoKDt  is  tht 
arts,  heroic  gallantry  in  action,  disinterested  pstriot- 
ism,  enthusiastic  seal  and  devotion  in  favcr  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  aie  assodalBd  with  our  leooQeetiouof 
ancient  Greece.  That  such  a  conntiy  should  hits 
been  overwhelmed,  and  so  long  hidden,  as  it  ven^ 
from  the  world,  under  a  gloomy  despotism,  has  bees 
a  cause  of  unceasing  and  deep  regret  to  geaaoB 
minds  for  ages  past.  It  was  natural,  there&re,  ^ 
the  rea]^>earanoe  of  these  pesple  in  thsii  origiiil 
character,  contending  in  &Tor  of  their  Ubortia^ 
should  produce  that  great  excitement  and  sympsdij 
in  their  favor,,  which  have  been  so  signally  di^lsisi 
throughout  the  United  States.  A  strong  hope  ii  «s- 
tertained  that  these  people  will  recover  thar  ia^ 
pendence,  snd  resume  theiz  equal  station  among  ^ 
nations  of  the  earth. 

A  great  effort  has  beenmado-  in  Spain  and  Forti- 
gal  to* improve  the  condition  o£  the  people,  sod  it 
must  be  very  consoUng,  to  all  benevoloBt  asind%  to 
see  the  extraordinary  moderation  with  which  it  hu 
been  oondnoted.  That  it  may  promote  the  bspfi- 
ness  of  both  nations,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this  vluife 
peqple,  to  the  expression  of  which  we  confiDS  sir- 
selves  ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  feelings  or  senti- 
ments which  every  individnal  under  our  Govenosot 
has  a  right  to  indulge  and  express,  it  i%  neverthelei^ 
a  sacred  maxim,  equally  witii  the  GovenmeBtsBd 
people,  that  the  destiny  of  every  independent  op- 
tion, in  what  relates  to  such  improvements,  of  rig^ 
belongs,  and  ought  to  be  left,  exoloaively  to  ^mib- 
selves. 

Whether  we  reason  from  the  late  wai8,orfrai 
those  menacing  symptoms  which  now  appear  in  Eo- 
rope,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  a  oonvulsioa  shonld  tsb 
place  in  any  of  those  countries,  it  will  proceed  firoo 
causes  which  have  no  existence,  and  an  otteiijVB- 
known  in  these  States,  in  which  there  is  but  one  or- 
der, that  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  ex- 
clusively belongs.  Should  i^ar  break  oat  in  sny  cf 
those  countries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent  to  vhieo 
it  may  be  carried,  or  the  desolation  which  it  o^ 
f^readf  Exempt  as  we  are  from  these  cansei)  ^ 
internal  tranquillity  is  secure ;  and,  distant  a>  ^  "^ 
from  the  troubled  scene,  and  faithful  to  first  piio0' 
pies,  in  regard  to  other  powers,  we  might  rsswoab^ 
presume  tiiat  we  should  not  be  moisted  by  t^* 
This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  calculated  p*^  "^^ 
tain.  Unprovoked  injuries  are  often  i^*^^^ 
even  the  peculiar  felicity  of  our  situation  mi^i*  ^ 
some,  be  a  cause  for  excitement  and  aggressu** 
The  histoiy  of  the  late  wars  in  Eun^  fumisbes  s 
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complete  demonstration  that  no  system  of  condnct, 
howerer  correct  in  principle,  can  protect  neutral 
powers  fix>m  iignrj  from  any  party ;  tiiat  a  defence- 
less position,  and  distinguidied  love  of  peace,  axe 
the  sorest  invitations  to  war ;  and  that  were  is  no 
way  to  avoid  it,  other  than  by  being  always  pre- 
pared, and  willing,  for  inst  cause,  to  meet  it.  If 
there  be  a  people  on  earu  whose  more  especial  du^ 
it  is  to  be  at  aU  times  pKpared  to  defend  thd  rights 
with  which  they  are  blessed,  and  to  surpass  all  others 
in  sustaining  the  necessary  burdens,  and  in  submit- 
ting to  sacrifices  to  make  such  preparations,  it  is  un- 
donbtedly  the  people  of  these  States. 

When  we  see  diat  a  civil  war,  of  the  most  fright- 
fbl  character,  rages  from  the  Adriatic  to  Ihe  Black 
Sea ;  that  strong  symptoms  of  war  appear  in  otbei; 
parts,  proceeding  from  causes  which,  uiould  it  break 
ovity  may  become  general,  and  be  of  long  duration ; 
that  the  war  still  continues  between  Spain  and  the 
Independent  Governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this 
hemisphere ;  that  it  is  likewise  menaiced  between  Por- 
togal  and  Brazil,  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the 
latter  to  dismember  itself  from  the  former ;  and  that 
a  sjstem  of  piracy,  of  great  extent,  is  maintained  in 
the  neighboring  seas,  which  will  require  equal  vigi- 
lance and  decision  to  suppress  it,  the  reasons  (or  sus- 
taining the  attitude  which  we  now  hold,  and  for  push- 
ing fcxr^ard  all  our  measures  of  defence  with  the 
utmost  vigor,  appear  to  me  to  acquire  new  force. 

The  United  States  owe  to  the  world  a  great  exam- 
ple, and,  by  means  thereof  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  humanity,  a  generous  supporL  They  have  so 
far  succeeded,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  virtuous  and 
enlightened  of  every  country.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  their  whole  movement  will  be  regulated 
by  a  aacred  regard  to  principle,  all  our  institutions 
being  founded  on  that  basis.  The  ability  to  support 
our  own  cause,  under  any  trial  to  which  it  may  be 
exposed,  is  the  great  point  on  which  the  public  soli- 
citode  rests.  It  has  been  often  charged  against  free 
Governments,  that  they  have  neither  the  foresight 
nor  the  virtue  to  provide,  at  the  proper  season,  for 
g^reat  emergencies ;  that  their  course  is  improvident 
suid  expensive ;  that  war  will  always  find  them  un- 
prepared, and  whatever  may  be  its  calamities,  that 
ite  terrible  warnings  will  be  disregarded  and  forgotten 
UM  soon  as  peace  returns.  I  have  friU  confidence  that 
this  charge,  so  £ur  as  relates  to  the  Unit^  States, 
'will  be  shown  to  be  utterly  destitute  of  truth. 

JAIIES  MONROE. 
Wabhiroioh,  Dec  8,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  doctanents 
trere  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 


WsDHxsDAT,  December  4. 

Nicholas  Wabb,  from  the  State  of  Georg^ 
attended. 


THxntBDAT,  December  5. 

Jmbbm  B.  Thomab,  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
attended. 


MoiTDAT,  December  9. 

Samubl  L.  Southabd^  from  the  State  of  New 
JersejT,  arrived  on  the  sixth  instant,  and  attend- 1 
«d  this  day. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Obaplain,  and  on 
coanting  the  ballots,  they  stood  as  follows : 

For  the  Rev.  Ohables  MoIlyaine  -    -  28 
"      Rev.  John  Bbiob       -    -    -    .    9 

Mr.  MoIlyaine  having  received  a  minority  of 
the  whole  nmnber  of  votes,  was  accordingly 
elected. 


TuBSDAT,  December  10. 

Elijah  H.  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massfr 
chnsetts ;  and,  also,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
the  State  of  Missomi,  severally  attended  this 


day. 


Pirates  in  the  West  Indies, 


The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Unitsd  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  oommitted  on  our  sea- 
men and  commerce,  by  the  pirates,  in  tiie  West  In- 
dies and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death  of 
a  very  meritorious  ofiicer,  seems  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  ^ared  from  other  indispensa- 
ble^duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  these  ouUaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  will  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effectu- 
ally to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  force 
for  that  important  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinoton,  December  9, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Christian  Indians  in  Ohio, 

The  following  Message  was  also  received 
from  the  Psesidxnt  or  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  22d  February  last^  ''requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  oomr 
municated  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  best  information 
which  he  may  be  able  to  obtain,  relative  to  certain 
Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands  intended  for  their 
benefit,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
granted  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  1st,  1790, 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel  among  the  heathen ;  showing  as 
correctly  as  possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said 
Indians  in  numbers,  morals,  and  intellectual  endow- 
ments ;  whether  the  lands  have  inured  to  their  sole 
benefit,  and  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  pari, 
have  such  benefits  accrued;"  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accompanying 
documonta 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiifOToy,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docunents 
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were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
tide  of  l^e  Senate. 

Impriionment  for  Debt, 

Agreeably  to  notice)  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Ken- 
tucky, haying  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  by  the  oonrtB 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  biU  was  twice 
read  by  general  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Wednbsdat,  December  11. 

Jakes  D'Wolf,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  attended 
this  day. 

Thijbsdat,  December  12. 

Suppremon  of  Piracy. 

Mr.  Plbabaitts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  bill,  which  was 
twice  read  by  general  consent : 

Be  it  enadedy  otc.  That,  for  the  pnrpose  of  enabling 
the  President  of  the .  United  States  to  afford  more 
efficient  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  depredations  of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  West  India  seas^  the  sam  of dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated ; 
which  sum  shall  be  used  by  the  President  in  provid- 
ing such  an  additional  force  as  in  his  judgment  shall 
be  best  calculated  to  answer  the  end  aforesaid. 

i Accompanying  this  bill,  Mr.  Pleasants  laid 
bre  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee,  furnishing  estimates  of  the 
additional  force  deemed  necessary  for  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy,  and  the  expense  thereof. 
Tlie  Secretaiy,  having  the  concurring  opinion 
of  the  Navy  Board  in  its  favor,  recommends 
an  additional  force,  of 

First,  1  steamboat  of  90  to  120  tons,  to  carry 
two  18  pounders,  and  two  12  pounders,  upon 
travelling  carriages,  so  as  to  fire  from  any  part 
of  the  vessel.  Second,  10  fast  sailing  schooners, 
of  45  to  60  tons  burden,  to  draw  not  more  than 
5  to  7  feet  water;  each  to  be  armed  with  one 
lonff  12  or  18  pounder,  mounted  on  a  circle, 
with  two  12  pound  carronades,  with  the  neces- 
sary number  of  small  arms ;  to  row  from  20  to 
524  sweeps ;  and.  Third,  6  light  double  bark  cut- 
ters, each  to  row  20  oars,  and  adapted  to  carry 
40  men,  well  armed  with  mui^ets,  pistola, 
boarding  pikes,  cutlasses,  &c. 

The  whole  cost  of  procuring  these  additional 
vessels  and  of  equipping  and  fitting  them  for  ser- 
vice, is  estimated  at  $44,000.] 


Monday,  December  16. 

The  Pbbsident  communicated  a  letter  from 
Jambs  Pleasants,  notifying  the  resignation  of 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  whidi  was  read. 


Suppretdon  of  Piracy, 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  ti» 
day,  took  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 

bill  making  an  appropriation  of doUan 

"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  more  efficient  protectioii 
te  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  &om  the 
depredations  of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  West  India  seaa,  bv  providing  snch  ad- 
ditiond  force  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be  beet 
calculated  to  answer  that  end." 

The  Senate  had  made  some  progress  in  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  had  adopted  (hk 
or  two  verbal  amendments  to  it,  when 

The  bill  which  paased  the  House  of  Bepreeent- 
atives  on  Friday  last,  on  the  same  subject,  was 
brought  up  by  the  Clerk  of  that  House  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbottb,  (who  thought  it 
best,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  farther  witii 
their  own  bill,  that  they  should  see  what  conrae 
the  other  House  had  adopted  on  this  subject,] 
the  Senate  laid  their  own  bill  on  the  table,  and 
took  up  the  bUl  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives.  • 

This  bill  was  then  twice  read,  by  general  con- 
sent, and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  itBOonsderar 
tion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[The  bill  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  pro- 
vides, '<Th&t  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes  be,  sod 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or  cooBtniets 
sufficient  number  of  vessels,  in  addition  to  thoM  sow 
employed,  of  such  burden  and  constmctioii  as  he  may 
deem  neoessaiy,  and  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  the  mik 
for  immediate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  repressiog 
piracy,  and  of  affording  effectual  protection  to  the 
citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjscent ; 

and  that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriated  to 

meet  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid,  tod 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaauiy,.  not  otherwiae 
appropriated.**] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through— 
Mr.  Babboub  rose  to  move  that  the  biD  oi 
the  Senate  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  Hodm 
of  Representatives,  by  adopting  it  as  an  amend- 
ment thereto.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  bUl 
of  the  Senate  was  preferable  to  the  other  in  the 
plan  which  it  proposed  for  adoption.  The  bill 
of  the  other  House,  he  said,  appropriated  the 
fund  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  object  to 
specific  purposes,  leaving  no  discretion  with  the 
Executive  in  its  application ;  whereas,  the  biU 
of  the  Senate  left,  as  it  ought  to  leave,  the  tp- 
propriation  of  the  money  to  the  President's  duK 
cretion,  without  any  control  or  limitation  cf 
that  sort  In  all  warlike  objecto  he  thought  it 
was  consistent  with  the  theory  of  our  Govenh 
ment,  to  leave  the  application  of  money,  except 
in  cases  of  great  urgency,  to  the  discretion  and 
judgment  of  the  Executive.  Congress  could 
not  anticipate  the  various  phases  which  might 
arise,  and  could  not  judge  what  might  be  the 
most  judicious  mode  of  applying  the  appropriar 
tion  to  attain  the  object  in  view.  The  theory  <s 
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the  OoDstitation  preferred  that  the  means  be 
placed  in  the  hanos  of  the  President,  who  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  the  application  of  the 
monej  and  the  mode  of  condnctmg  the  defence 
of  the  country,  or  other  warlike  measures.  He, 
for  this  reason,  thought  it  expedient  to  adopt 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  in  preference  to  that  of 
the  other  House.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  observed 
that  it  had  been  Questioned  elsewhere,  [alluding 
obviously  to  the  debate  which  had  taken  place 
hi  the  House  of  Representataves  on  Fridav,  j  how 
fiu*  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the 
punishment  of  those  buccaneers ;  and  although 
there  was  perhaps  no  necessity  for  introducing 
in  the  bill  any  instructions  to  the  Executive  on 
this  point,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowinff  it  as 
his  oninion,  that  pirates  might  be  pursuea  and 
seized  in  a  neutru  territoir.  Mr.  B.  would  not 
say  that  our  officers  might  go  into  a  neutral 
territorv  in  search  of  those  outlaws;  but  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  the  heat  of  pursuit,  they  might 
be  followed  and  punished  in  the  territory  of  a 
neutral  power.  The  principle  he  took  to  be  the 
same  as  that  which  prevailed  in  municipal  regu- 
lations. You  may  not  of  right  go  into  the 
grounds  of  a  neighbor  to  start  the  chase ;  but, 
having  started  it  elsewhere,  you  may  pursue  it 
into  your  neighbor's  limits.  Mr.  B.  did  not  be- 
lieve any  nation  or  any  authority  would  feel  it- 
self aggrieved  by  having  those  freebooters  pur- 
sued within  its  jurisdiction  for  punishment,  or 
could  so  far  sympathize  with  such  atrocious 
beings  as  not  to  rg'oice  in  their  extermination — 
beings  who  were  h(Mte»  humani  generis — who 
bore  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  their  foreheads — 
whose  hand  was  raised  against  every  man — who, 
therefore,  deserved  death  at  every  man^s  hand, 
and  whom  it  was  just  and  proper  to  exterminate 
wheresoever  they  could  be  found.  He  con- 
cluded, by  hoping  the  Senate  would  agree  to  his 
motion  to  take  its  own  bill  in  preference  to  that 
of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Chandlbb  thought  it  of  importance  to  act 
with  the  greatest  degree  of  promptitude  on  this 
n^ect;  tiiat  as  he  did  not  see  any  material 
difference  between  the  two  bills,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Senate's  bUl  in  preference  to  the 
other  would  produce  a  delay  of  at  least  one  day, 
(as  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  the  substitute 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence,)  he  should 
vote  a^^st  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Louisiana,  could  not  perceive 
between  the  two  bills  any  essential  difference. 
One  contained  a  simple  appropriation  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  build  or  purchase  additional 
▼easels  to  put  down  piracy;  the  oilier  appro- 
pnated  the  money,  leaving  the  details  of  its  ap- 
plication'vrith  the  Executive.  There  was  in 
this  no  difference  sufficient  to  justify  delay,  and 
he  should  regret  to  see  any  created  by  an  unne- 
cessary amendment 

Mr.  HoLMBEL  of  Maine,  recited  the  provisions 
of  the  two  bills  to  show  that  there  was  no  sub- 
sUntial  difference  between  t^em ;  and  he 
wought  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  send  the 
Dill  back  to  the  House  of  RepresentativeB  for 


the  triflinff  difference  in  form  which  existed. 
The  President  would  have  the  same  powers,  sub- 
stantially, in  one  case,  as  the  other,  and  would 
no  doubt  under  either,  adopt  the  course  he 
should  think  best  to  accomplish  the  olject  in 
view. 

Mr.  Babboub  remarked  that  he  had  intended 
to  express  to  the  Senate  his  willingness,  if  it 
shoula  be  deemed  necessary,  to  insert  a  clause 
in  the  bill  authorizing  the  Executive  to  pursue 
the  buccaneers  whithersoever  they  might  fly; 
because  he  believed  it  would  be  right  and  law- 
ftd  to  do  so ;  but  he  did  not  know  that  such  an 
instruction  was  necessary.  He  proceeded  fur- 
ther to  justify  his  preference  of  the  bill  of  tiie 
Senate  to  that  from  the  other  House ;  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  substantial  and  material  differ- 
ence between  them,  rendering  the  one  more 
expedient  than  the  other,  and  ^ed  if  four-and- 
twenty  hours  could  be  so  important  a  delay  as 
to  induce  the  Senate  to  adopt  an  exceptionable 
bill  merely  to  save  that  much  time  f  In  one  of 
those  bills  the  President  was  peremptorily  di- 
rected to  build  or  purchase  additional  vessels, 
and  if  it  should  appear  to  the  President  that  the 
object  could  be  arrived  at  more  promptly  by 
any  other  course,  he  would  not  be  permitted  to 
depart  from  the  strict  regulations  of  the  law. 
By  the  bill  of  the  Senate  sJl  the  power  was  con- 
ferred on  the  Executive,  without  limiting  him 
as  to  the  mode  by  which  he  might  afford  addi- 
tional protection  to  our  commerce  against  the 
Sirates.  This  being,  in  his  view,  an  important 
ifference — ^the  difference  between  specific  and 
general  powers — ^he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
adopt  their  own  bill,  instead  of  the  one  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  HouiES,  of  Maine,  rejoined,  that  the 
House  bill  could  mean  nothing  different  from 
what  was  intended  by  the  Seiuite's  bilL  llie 
former  authorized  the  President  to  procure  ad- 
ditional naval  force — die  latter  could  mean 
only  the  same  thing,  unless,  indeed,  it  was 
thought  practicable  for  the  President  to  send 
the  Army  or  the  militia  out  against  the  pirates ; 
but  as  it  was  not  probable  the  Executive  would 
think  of  ordering  either  the  Army  or  the  militia 
out  on  this  service,  the  bill  of  the  Senate  could 
authorize  nothing  else  than  naval  force,  though 
it  did  not  expressly  say  so.  The  House  bill  merely 
specified  what  the  Senate's  bill  intended,  and 
could  only  produce ;  and  as  it  would  save  time 
to  pass  the  former,  he  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  t^en  taken  on  Mr.  Bab- 
boxtb's  motion  to  substitute  the  Senate's  bill  for 
that  of  the  other  House,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  15,  noes  22. 

The  bill  was  ihea  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  general  consent ;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B asbottb,  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  without  objection,  passed  nem,  «m.  and 
returned  to  the  other  House. 
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Tuesday,  December  17. 

SiunnsL  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legialatare  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  place 
of  William  Pinkney,  deceased,  prodaced  hia 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

MoNTFOBT  Stoiocs,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;  and,  also,  William  R.  King,  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  seTerally  attended  this  day. 


MoiTDAY,  December  80. 

Edwabd  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended  this  day. 

John  Taylob,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislatare  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  place  of 
James  Pleasants,  resigned,  prodaced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

Senate.  

Tuesday,  December  81. 

Bobert  Purdy. 

The  Senate  took  np,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert 
Purdy. 

[The  circumstances  on  which  this  bill  was  fonnded, 
were,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  the  following :  In  the  year  1809, 
Robert  Pnrdy,  the  petitioner,  was  a  lieutenant  Col- 
onel in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  stationed  at  Highwassee  garrison. 
A  certain  William  Luty,  a  pedlar  hy  occupation^  ap- 
plied for  permission  to  sell  goods  to  the  soldiers,  which 
was  granted  him  on  condition  that  he  wonld  not  sell 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  nor  Indian  countiy- 
meu.  Shortly  after  said  Lnty  obtained  this  permis- 
sion, he  was  detected  in  yiolating  garrison  orders, 
whereupon  he  was  confined  under  guard,  and,  was 
ccmyicted  by  a  court  of  inquiiy,  of  having  sold  spirits, 
both  to  the  troops  and  Indian  countiTmen.  Lnty 
was  kept  under  guard  for  about  three  days,  when  he 
was  liberated  and  directed  to  leave  the  garrison ;  but, 
instead  of  complying  with  these  directions,  Lui^  got 
possession  of  one  or  two  cabins  near  the  garrison, 
and  within  the  Indian  territory,  where  he  continued 
to  sell  spirits,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  subordination 
and  discipline  of  the  garrison,  and  in  violation  of  the 
laws  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Colonel  Purdy  ordered  the  cabins  in  which  Lnty  had 
taken  shelter  to  be  pulled  down,  and  they  were  de- 
molished accordingly.  After  Lnty  was  thus  forced 
to  leave  the  garrison,  he  instituted  actions  of  trespass 
and  false  imprisonment  against  Colonel  Purdy,  and 
thereby  subjected  him  to  the  payment  of  $816  70 
costs,  and  chaxges.  It  appears  that  the  court  in  Ten- 
nessee claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  of  acts 
committed  witlun  the  Indian  teiritozy,  and  deter- 
mined that  Lnty  could  not  be  considered  a  sutler, 
because  he  was  prohibited  from  selling  ipirUg,  The 
committee  remaik  that  it  u  a  subject  of  much  deli- 
cacy to  review  the  decisions  of  our  courts  of  justice  : 
but  are  compelled  to  remark,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  oourt  in  this  case  is  doubtful,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  And  they  are  confident  that  a  license  to  sell 
spirits  is  not  essential  to  constitute  the  character  of  a 
sutler.  But,  admitting  the  court  to  be  correct,  both 
as  to  jurisdiction,  and  the  definition'  of  a  sutler,  yet 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  entiUed 
to  relief  Because,  they  are  satisfied  he  acted  with 
thd  sole  view  of  promoting  the  public  interest  con* 


fided  to  his  command ;  that  he  had  no  other  meuu 
of  restoring  order  and  subordination  among  tbe 
troops,  and  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  Ststea, 
regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  And, 
that  he  pursued,  on  this  occaaon,  the  same  coone 
which  had  been  universally  adopted  by  the  oommuid- 
ing  ofilcer  of  our  frontier  garrisons.  And,  therefon^ 
they  reported  the  bill  for  his  relieC] 

Mr.  WiLUAHS,  of  Tennessee,  recapitulated, 
for  the  information  of  gentlemen  who  were  Dot 
in  the  Senate  in  former  sessions  when  this  biH 
was  considered,  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the 
reasons  generally  which  rendered  its  passage 
jost  and  equitable. 

Mr.  Maoon  made  an  inquiry  or  two  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  relatiTe 
to  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  touch- 
ing the  legality  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Purdy. 
It  was  a  pretty  high-handed  measure,  Mr.  K 
said,  for  a  citizen  to  be  imprisoned  by  a  mifi- 
tary  officer,  and  he  wished  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  act  was  Justifiable. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  the 
question  of  Mr.  Macon.  The  cabins  occapi^ 
by  Luty  were  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, and  when  that  part  which  was  within  the 
boun4ary  was  demolished,  the  other  of  course 
tell.  When  Luty  committed  the  act  for  which 
he  was  imprisoned,  it  was  not  only  within  the 
Indian  reservation,  but  within  ihe  encampment 
gi^ound  of  Colonel  Purdy.  Mr.  W.  swd  the 
courts  of  Tennessee  had  decided  that  the  jmis- 
diction  of  tJie  State  was  coextensive  with  its 
chartered  limits,  as  well  within  the  Indian 
grounds  as  where  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  had,  in  pursuance  of  that  piis- 
ciple,  given  damages  to  Luty.  The  courts  of 
Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  understood  had  decid- 
ed differently,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think 
this  decision  was  a  correct  one,  though  he  wtf 
not  prepared  to  give  a  positive  opinion. 

After  a  few  further  explanatory  remarks  fipm 
Mr.  Magon  and  Mr.  Williams,  the  question 
was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  carried  withont  a 
division. 

A<]^oumed  to  Friday. 

Fbidat,  January  8, 1823. 

Cost  of  Building  certain  Ships  of  W<tr, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  three  resohztioiis  of  tb 
Senate,  of  the  5th  April,  1822,  requesting  the  ?ttar 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  commnnicote,  in  detail, 
the  expenses  of  bnilding  each  yesael  of  war  author- 
ized by  the  aot  of  the  2d  of  Janoaiy,  1813,  and  its 
supplements ;  and,  also,  the  names,  number,  gnde, 
&c.,  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  at  each  ostsI 
station,  during  the  two  years  immediately  preceding 
the  first  of  January,  1822, 1  herewith  tranamit  a  i** 
port  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  wiA  the  sc* 
companying  documents,  which  contain  the  deored 
information.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiKaTON,  January  8,  1823. 
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The  Message  and  docaments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  8. 

John  Eluott,  from  the  State  of  G^rgia,  at- 
tended this  day. 

Sujjpreiiicn  qf  Piracy . 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rodnbt  on 
Monday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Nayal 
Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  public  armed  vessels  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
for  prisoners  captured  and  the  guns  taken  by 
them  in  any  piratical  vessel,  was  read  for  oon- 
dderation. 

Mr.  Rodnbt  said  he  thought  that  in  the  war 
▼e  were  waging  against  the  buccaneers  of  the 
West  Indian  seas,  the  Gh)vernment  ought  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  our  officers  and  sea- 
men, greater  than  were  now  offered  to  them, 
and  thus  do  all  in  its  power  to  put  a  speedy  end 
to  the  war.  In  such  a  warfSare,  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  was  any  thing  like  honor  to  be  ac- 
Quired,  and  as  that  stimulus  was  not  afforded  to 
the  brave  men  who  would  be  engaged  in  prose- 
cuting it,  something  ought  to  be  held  out  to 
them  in  its  place.  It  was  a  warfare  of  much 
danger ;  the  service  was  arduous,  and  the  ex- 
posure, day  and  night,  which  such  a  service  re- 
quired, was,  in  those  seas,  extremely  hazardous, 
from  the  gpreat  liability  to  the  &tal  diseases  of 
the  climate.  He  thought,  also,  that  some  en- 
oouraffement  ought  to  be  held  out  to  private 
armed  vessels  to  co-operate,  as  £Eur  as  possible, 
in  bringing  this  war  to  a  close.  What  that  eu- 
oooragement  ouffht  to  be,  he  could  not  say ; 
that  would  be  len  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate. 
The  IbAa  war  afforded,  however,  a  precedent 
for  his  object,  and  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
bounty.  In  that  contest  a  bounty  of  $26  for 
each  prisoner  was  at  first  allowed,  and,  subse- 
quently, $50  were  granted.  The  bounty  which 
he  proposed,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  have  the  fnr- 
tiier  effect  of  inducing  sailors  to  enter  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  thus  place  promptly  in  the 
hands  of  the  officer  charged  with  conducting 
the  exp<^ition  (and  a  most  suitable  and  excel- 
lent appointment  it  was^  the  means  of  prose- 
cuting the  war  effectually.  It  was  demanded 
by  the  interest  of  the  country,  Mr.  R.  said,  that 
it  should  be  so  prosecuted,  and  ended  as  soon 
as  pofisible.  as  the  conmierce  of  the  country  had 
sonered,  n-om  the  depredations  of  piracy,  a 
degree  of  prostration  which  it  had  not  expe- 
rienced for  a  long  time  before.  Under  these 
hnpressions,  he  had  offered  the  resolution  for 
the  investigation  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Fbioat,  January  17. 

^hent  T^'eaty — Deportation  of  Slaoes — Award 
qf  the  Jmperor  Alisander, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Paniniirr  op  tub  Ukitbd  States  : 


To  tke  Vice  Frendent  ofiho 

United  SiaUn,  and  Preadeni  of  the  BmaU : 

The  Convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tenbnxg,  on  the  12th  day  of  Jnly  last,  under  the 
mediation  of  Hii  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Rossias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three 
powers,  parties  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  having  been  dnly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are 
now  communicated  to  Ck>ngre88,  to  the  end  that  the 
measures  for  carrying  it,  on  tiie  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  Legislature,  neoessaiy  to  the  accomplishment 
of  some  of  its  provisions.  A  translation  is  sulyoined 
of  three  explanatory  documents,  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  annexed  to  it  The  agreement  executed 
at  the  exchange  ot  the  ratifications,  is  likewise  com- 
municated.* 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

WASHnroTOir,  Wh  Janvary,  1828. 

*  THB  following  18  THE  AWABD. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible  Trlnitv: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  ana  His 
Ifidesty  the  Kins  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britiin 
ana  Ireland,  haying  agreed,  in  pnrsoanoe  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  Ck>nvention  eoncladed  at  London  on  the  90th  day  of 
October,  1818,  to  refer  the  dlfTerenoes  which  had  arisen  be- 
tween the  two  Goveramenta,  upon  the  trae  constmotlon 
and  meaning  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity,  condaded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1814«  to  the  Mendly  arbitration  of  His  Ma^eetr  the  Emperor 
(tf  all  the  Rossias,  mntnally  agreeing  to  oonsider  his  decision 
as  final  and  condoaive ;  and  nis  said  Imperial  Ifi^esty  hav- 
ing, after  dae  consideration,  given  his  decision  upon  these 
dinerenoes  in  the  foUoMring  terms,  to  wit: 

*^That  the  United  SUtes  of  America  are  entitled  to  claim 
firom  Oreat  Britain  a  fast  indemnification  fbr  all  private 
property,  which  the  Brftiah  forces  may  have  oarried  away : 
ana  as  the  question  relates  to  slaves  more  eqMciallv,  for  all 
the  slaves  that  the  British  forces  may  have  carried  away 
from  places  and  territories  of  which  tne  Treaty  stipalates 
the  restitution,  in  qnittittg  these  same  places  and  terri* 
tories."* 

**That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  consider  as  hav- 
ing been  so  carried  away,  all  soch  slaves  as  may  have  been 
tnuisferred  fh>m  the  above-mentioned  territories  to  British 
vessels  within  the  waters  of  the  said  territories,  and  who 
for  this  reason  may  not  have  been  restored.** 

»  Bat  that,  if  there  shonld  be  any  American  slaves  who 
were  carried  away  from  territories  of  which  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  not  stipnlated  the  restitution  to 
the  United  Btotes,  the  United  SUtes  are  not  entitled  to 
claim  an  indemnification  for  the  said  slaves.** 

A  similar  provision  for  the  restorstioa  of  deported  slaves 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1788,  remained  unezecnted,  in 
despite  otall  the  redamations  of  the  Continental  CongrsM, 
and  of  the  most  earnest  appeals  of  the  Washington  Admlnla- 
tration,  and  was  finally  given  np  in  Jay*s  treaty,  to  the  im- 
mense loss  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  absolute  ruin  of 
many  Hunilies  who  remained  bound  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted with  British  merchants  before  the  Bevolution,  while 
the  means  of  paying  those  debts  were  taken  flrom  them  by 
the  creditor  nation.  Happily,  at  the  end  of  the  war  of  1812, 
when  the  same  question  arose  again  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  threatening  to  involve  their  peace, 
there  was  a  BnPBunvTATXTB  or  Pxaob  on  one  of  the  great- 
est thrones  of  Europe— the  EKraaoa  Alxxavdsb— who 
offered  his  peaoefhl  mediation,  and,  by  a  Just  decision,  put 
an  end  to  an  angry  question,  which,  with  other  angry  ques- 
tions then  coming  to  a  head,  (North-eastern  boundary,  North 
western  bounds^,  Oregon,  Oanadian  diffleulties,  and  bordei 
sympathy  for  the  disaifected,  and  liberation  of  American 
skves  carried  by  mutiny  or  stress  of  weather,  into  British 
West  India  islands  while  on  coasting  voyages  between  the 
ports  of  their  own  country,  and  almost  in  sight  of  its  shores,) 
might  have  led  to  war. 
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Monday,  Jaauary  20. 


Christian  Indiani  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  LowBix  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewia 
Dal  Sohweinctz,  agent  for  the  Society  of  the 
United  Brethren,  prayinff  to  be  divested  of  a 
certain  trust  estate,  for  the  benefit  of  Christian 
Indians,  on  being  compensated  for  the  improve- 
ments made  thereon.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowbix,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  10th 
of  December  last,  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Hood  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville. 

The  Senate  took  np  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  Friday  last,as  follows : 

ReaolveA,  That  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repairing  the  mail  road  fh)m  New  Or- 
leans to  Nashville,  and  of  establishing  ferries  at  the 
water-conrses  on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges 
over  them,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  3ie 
mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repairing  the  national  road 
commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee 
River,  and  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the 
oonveyance  of  the  mail  on  the  said  route,  in  covered 
carriages. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  at  the 
last  session  introduced  these  propositions,  but 
they  were  not  finally  acted  on  for  the  want  of 
time ;  that,  as  the  inconveniences  complained  of 
still  existed,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  again  to  call 
up  the  subjects,  and  to  present  them  in  a  shape 
to  be  acted  on.  It  would  be  perceived,  from 
the  present  mode  of  conveying  the  mails  from 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  on  horse- 
back, through  a  wilderness  of  several  hundred 
miles,  between  New  Orleans  and  Nashville, 
over  water-courses  destitute  of  bridges  or  fer- 
ries, that  they  were  constantly  exposed  to 
delays;  and  it  is  a  £eu$t,  he  said,  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  mails  were  often  damaged,  and,  in 
some  instances,  entirely  lost.  In  short,  the 
failure  of  the  mails,  on  the  route  alluded  to, 
were  so  frequent  as  to  render  the  mail  estab- 
lishment, to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  almost  useless. 

Mr.  J.  said  that,  in  providing  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  suggested,  the  great 
constitutional  question,  whicSi  had  excited  so 
much  interest  as  to  the  power  of  the  National 
Government  to  appropriate  the  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement,  is  not 
involved.  That  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country,  through  which  both  these  roads  pass, 
belongs  to  the  U  nited  States,  and  other  portions 
of  it  are  claimed  by  Indian  tribes ;  consequently, 
the  General  Government  can  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  these  subjects.  It  appears,  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  he  said,  that  a  number  of 
roads  were  constructed  by  the  United  States, 


and  under  different  administrations,  some  of 
which  are  in  the  original  States,  and  that  the 
money  expended  in  constructing  them  was  psid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriations  re- 
quired in  this  instance,  and  to  adopt  such  other 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
objects  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  J.  said,  with  respect  to  the  great  nationii 
road  alluded  to,  he  had,  at  the  last  sessioD,  ex- 
plained  its  bad  condition,  aud  suggested  the 
propriety  of  repairing  it.  The  troops  of  the 
United  States  had  been  employed  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  under  the  immediste 
command  and  direction  of  General  Jackson,  in 
opening  this  road,  and  immense  labor  had  been 
bestowed  on  it.  He  thought  it  not  less  im- 
portant to  the  Western  country  than  the  Cum- 
berland road ;  in  a  military  point  of  riew,  it 
was  calculated  to  be  much  more  important; 
and.  as  a  mail  route,  it  would  be  of  great 
utility.  The  distance  from  New  Orleans  to 
Nashville  by  this  road,  is  said  to  be  about  three 
hundred  miles  less  than  by  the  route  now  used 
for  the  oonveyance  of  the  mails.  But  it  is  now 
unfit  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  is  not  need. 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Grovemment,  he  asked, 
after  having  accomplished  this  great  work,  so 
important,  in  many  respects,  to  the  whde 
Western  country,  to  adopt  such  steps  as  nuy 
be  necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair  ?  It  conld  be 
done  at  a  smdl  expense.  In  addition,  however, 
to  this  expense,  it  was  necessary,  he  thought, 
to  obtain  grants  for  small  tracts  of  land  at  siom 
of  the  water-courses  on  the  route,  for  the  pQ^ 
pose  of  establishing  ferries  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  condnded,  by  remarking  tJiat  the  rer- 
enue  accruing  to  the  United  States  from  the 
post  office  at  New  Orleans  is  considerable,  and 
that  the  people  of  Louisiana  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect t^at  the  same  advantages  as  are  enjoyed 
by  the  other  States,  in  regard  to  the  mul  es- 
tablishment, will  be  extended  to  them.  The 
road  should  be  immediately  repaired,  the  neces- 
sary brid^  and  ferries  established,  and  the 
muls  earned  in  covered  carriages. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 

Sale  qf  Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springs. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Oommittee  on  PnUio 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United.  States  to  cause  the  lead  mine  and  salt 
spring  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to 
be  exposed  to  public  sale ;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 


Thubsday,  January  28. 
Carver^s  Grant — Grant  from  Indians  t4  Cop' 
tain  Jonathan  Ca/roery  before  the  BeeoMj^ 
of  a  large  Territory  on  the  Ujpper  Mitsit 
sippi, 
Mr.  Van  D yki,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
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lio  Lands,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

The  Committee  on  Publio  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison,  agent  for  the 
heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the 
recognition  and  confirmation  of  an  Indian  &ed  for  a 
large  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  on  the 
Mississippi ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Peters,  LlL.D.,  who  claims  said  tract  of  land  as  as- 
signee of  the  heirs  of  said  Captain  Carver,  and  prays 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  possession  A  the 
same,  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  Captain  Jonathan  Car- 
ver, in  the  year  1766,  took  a  long  tour  among  the 
Ikidiui  tribes,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  on  the  Missisaippi,  and  made  injportant 
diaooveries  daring  his  travels  and  residence  of  two 
yeazB  and  five  months  with  various  Indian  tribes, 
which  he  caused  to  be  printed  and  published  in  Lon- 
don in  177S. 

That,  by  his  conciliatory  manners,  he  gained  the 
good  win  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  became  the  peace- 
maker between  two  large  nations  who  were  at  war  ; 
and,  to  reward  him  for  his  wisdom  and  friendly  in- 
terposition, the  Sachems  of  the  Naudowissies  were 
pleased  to  grant,  and  accordingly  gave  to  him  and 
his  heirs  a  deed  for  a  tract  of  land,  therein  n)ecia]ly 
described,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  the  1st, 
1767.  Tliat  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  made  him  a 
chief  of  their  tribe  on  the  same  day,  and  he  then  en- 
gaged to  return  and  settle  in  said  territory  witii  his 
family  and  connections.  (An  alleged  copy  of  said 
deed  is  inserted  in  the  first-mention^  petition. )  That 
Captain  Jonathan  Carver  afterwards  returned  to  Bos- 
ton, and  sailed  for  London,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
year  1769,  and  soon  after  laid  his  deed  before  the 
British  Government,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of 
it,  and  received  for  answer,  that  it  should  be  confirm- 
ed as  soon  as  the  history  of  his  travels  was  printed 
and  published.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
imdex^tanding  which  existed  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  the  ratification  of  the  deed  was  sus- 
pended. That  Captain  J.  Carver  died  in  Lcmdon, 
January  the  Slst^  1780,  leaving  a  numerous  progeny; 
andf  by  the  establishment  oTthe  independence  of 
America,  the  right  to  ratify  Indian  grants  devolved 
npoa  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters  in  his  petition  further 
states  that  Z«/e»,  the  present  Emperor  of  the  Sumz 
and  HaudowUsiesj  and  Redwing,  a  Sachem,  the  heirs 
and  snooessors  of  the  two  grand  chiefs  who  signed  the 
■aid  deed  to  Captain  Carver,  have  given  satisfactoiy 
smd  positive  proof  that  they  allowed  their  ancestors* 
deed  to  be  genuine,  good,  and  vaUd,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Carver's  heirs  imd  assigns  are  the  owners  of 

id  territory,  and  may  occupy  it  firee  of  all  molesta- 


The  committee  have  examined  and  considered  the 
daim  thus  exhibited  Inr  the  petitioners,  and  remark, 
that  the  original  deed  is  not  produced,  nor  any  com- 
petent legal  evidence  offisred  of  its  execution ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  persons  who  it  is  alleged 
made  the  deed  were  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe,  nor  that 
(if  chiefs)  they  had  authori^  to  grant  and  give 
away  the  land  belonging  to  tneir  tribe.  The  paper 
annexed  to  the  petition  as  a  copy  of  said  deed  has 
no  subscribing  witnesses,  and  it  would  seem  im- 
possible, at  this  remote  period,  to  ascertain  the  im- 
portant fact  that  the  persons  who  signed  the  deed 


comprehended  and  understood  the  meaning  and  effect 
of  their  acts. 

The  want  of  nroof  as  to  these  facts  would  interpose 
in  the  way  of  uie  claimants  insuperable  difficulties. 
But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claim  is  not 
such  as  the  United  States  are  under  any  obligation 
to  allow,  even  if  the  deed  were  proved  iu  legal  form. 
The  British  Government,  before  the  time  when  the 
alleged  deed  bears  date,  had  deemed  it  prudent  and 
necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  under  their  sovereignty,  protection,  and 
dominion,  to  prevent  British  subjects  from  purchas- 
ing lands  from  the  Indians ;  and  tiiis  rule  of  policy 
was  made  known  and  enforced  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  of  the  7th  October,  1766, 
which  contains  an  express  prohibition.  Captain  Car- 
ver, aware  of  the  law,  and  knowing  that  such  a  con- 
tract could  not  vest  the  legal  titie  in  him,  applied  to 
the  British  Grovemment  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  In- 
dian grant ;  and  though  it  was  competent  for  that  Gov- 
ernment then  to  confirm  the  grant,  and  vest  the  title 
of  said  land  in  him,  yet,  firom  some  cause,  that  Grov- 
emment did  not  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  territory 
has  since  become  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
and  an  Indian  grant  not  good  against  the  British 
Government  womd  appear  to  be  not  binding  upon  the 
United  States'  Government  What  benefit  the  Brit- 
ish Government  derived  from  the  services  of  Captain 
Carver,  by  his  travels  and  residence  among  the  In- 
dians, that  Government  alone  could  determine,  and 
alone  could  judge  what  remuneration  those  services 
deserved.  One  fact  appears  from  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Peters  in  his  statement  in  writing  among  the 
papers  exhibited,  namely,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment did  give  Captain  Carver  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eig^t  pence  sterling,  &c.  To  the  United 
States,  however.  Captain  Carver  rendered  no  service 
which  could  be  assumed  as  an  equitable  ground  for 
the  support  of  the  petitioners'  claim. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  are  not  bound  in  law  or  equity  to  confirm  the 
said  alleged  Indian  grant,  reconunend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Retcived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  on^tt 
not  to  be  granted. 


WBD27E8DAT,  Jsiiaary  29. 

The  Pbbsidsnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Hir.  O^ssab  A.  Bodnst,  a  member  of  die 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigning 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  his 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  GoYornment  of  Buenos  Ayres; 
which  letter  being  read,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Yait  Dtke,  ordered  that  the  President  of 
the  Senate  transmit  to  the  Ezecutiye  of  the  State 
of  Delaware  information  of  t^e  resignation  of 
Mr.  BoDNXT. 


Thubsdat,  January  80. 

Louiiiana  Larnds, 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  following  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  Mr.  Johstson,  of  Louisiana, 
on  Monday  last : 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
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be  iBBtmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  public  lan<u  and  priyato  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  to  be  immediatoly  sarveyed ;  and  also 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  patents  for 
all  claims  to  lands  in  the  said  State,  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Govemmeat  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  the  treaty  transferring  to  the 
United  States  the  province  of  Louisiana,  not 
only  secures  to  the  people  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory l^e  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property, 
but  it  imposes  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  the  obligation  to  provide  for  the 
speedy  adjustment  of  their  land  claims,  and  to 
encourage  emigration  to  the  country,  by  bring- 
ing the  public  lands  into  the  market.  He  could 
not  perceive  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  that  policy 
which  had  induced  the  Government  to  Ciiuse 
the  public  lands  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
elsewhere,  to  be  surveyed  and  soldj  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  in  Louisiana.  The  territory  which 
now  composes  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  which, 
he  said,  was  a  wilderness  a  few  years  ago,  had 
been  surveyed  and  sold,  and  at  this  time  con- 
tains a  white  papulation  perhaps  equal  to  that  of 
Louisiana.  And  the  public  limds  in  Mississippi, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  been  surveyed  and  of- 
fered for  sale.  He  said,  independently  of  the 
obligations  imposed  by  the  treaty,  from  the  local 
situation  of  Louisiana,  being  a  frontier,  and  beins 
in  many  respects  the  most  important  section  or 
the  Union,  and  being  more  exposed  than  either 
of  the  other  States,  to  externid  invasion  and  to 
internal  commotion,  it  was  certainly  much 
more  important  to  strengthen  and  to  defend  the 
country  by  a  dense  white  population.  The  neces- 
sity of  such  a  population  was  sensibly  felt  during 
the  late  war.  Had  the  waste  lands  in  Louisiana 
been  settled  at  Uie  time  of  the  invasion  of  the 
country  by  the  Briti^  troops,  they  would  have 
contained  a  force  nearly  adequate  to  the  defence 
of  the  State ;  and  most  of  the  militia  employed 
from  the  upper  country  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  great  expense  thereby  in- 
curred saved  to  the  nation,  and  many  of  those 
who  perished  by  the  effects  of  the  climate 
would  have  been  preserved.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that,  although  the  United  States  have  had 
possession  of  Louisiana  about  seventeen  years, 
neither  the  public  lands  nor  private  daims 
were  yet  surveyed,  nor  were  all  the  claims  even 
acyusted.  There  are  many  large  claims  in  the 
country,  conflicting  with  small  ones,  which  had 
been  suspended,  and  are  not  yet  decided  on. 
These  are  subjects  of  deep  Interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  and  they  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain pf  the  delays  alluded  to.  Indeed,  the 
policy  which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
this  subject  was  pregnant  with  serious  evils. 
The  people  were  not  only  kept  in  suspense  and 
uncertainty,  in  regard  to  their  claims,  but  the 
influx  of  American  population  had  been  check- 
ed ;  agriculture  had  been  discouraged,  and  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  &e  State  re- 
tarded. The  people  of  Louisiana,  he  said,  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  very  important  act 


of  Congress,  which  passed  two  years  ago, 
granting  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  thi^ 
back  possessions,  for  the  want  of  surveyors  to 
execute  the  surveys  required  by  the  act. 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  the  surveying  in  Lomsiana  hu 
not  progressed  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  com- 
pensation to  the  surveyors,  their  fees  shonld  be 
augmented ;  but,  if  the  delay  in  completiog  the 
work  is  owing  to  the  ne^ect  or  incompetency 
of  the  surveyors  employed,  they  should  be  da- 
missed  and  others  appointed ;  or,  if  it  is  to  be 
ascribed,  as  is  suggested  by  some,  to  the  vant 
of  funds  to  defray  the  expenses,  the  necmerj 
appropriations  to  effect  tiie  object  should  be 
made.  He  said,  at  every,  session  since  he  had 
taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  had  urged  the 
importance  of  these  subjects  upon  the  c(»i- 
sideration  of  the  Government  Still  no  effec- 
tual step  had  been  adopted  calculated  to  bring 
the  business  to  a  close.  He  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  complaining,  but  were  he  not  to  ex- 
press freely  the  sentiments  he  entertained  in 
relation  to  these  subjects,  so  interesting  to  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent^  be 
would  be  unmindful  of  the  duty  he  owed  his 
constituents. 

Mr.  J.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  patents 
had  not  been  granted  by  the  Government  for 
any  claims  in  Louisiana;  that  the  people  are 
anxious  to  obtain  that  evidence  of  their  titles 
which  renders  them  secure ;  and,  in  his  opinioOf 
patents  should  have  been  issued  as  their  daims 
were  confirmed.  He  bad  assurances  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  0£5ce,  that 
the  subject  should  now  be  attended  to;  hot, 
if  further  legislative  provision  is  required  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject,  existing  laws  should  be 
amended  witiiout  delay. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  inquiry,  but  added  a  remark  oo 
the  inapplicability  of  what  Mr.  J.  had  said  in 
relation  to  the  surveys  in  Alabama. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


Friday,  February  7. 
British  Colonial  Trade, 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  colonial 
ports. 

[This  bill  suspends  our  restrictive  acts  ot 
1818  and  1820,  and  embraces  a  number  of  pro- 
visions growing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  late  re- 
strictive laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
foreign  intercourse  and  trade  with  her  Ameri- 
can possessions.] 

Mr.  Babboub  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations)  presented  to  the  Senate,  »n 
a  speech  of  considerable  length,  a  number  of  de- 
tails and  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  tliB 
bill ;  he  took  a  historical  view  of  the  trade  and 
intercourse  of  this  country,  while  in  its  colonial 
state,  with  the  mother  country ;  traced  the  snl^ 
ject  down,  through  all  the  embarrassments  ana 
difficulties  which  have  subsequently  occurred 
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in  our  commercial  intercoarse  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies;  the  treaties  formed 
on  the  sabjeot;  the  canses  and  necessity  of 
our  late  restrictions,  forced  on  ns  by  the  dose, 
selfish,  and  nnredprooal  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  she  has  at  length  receded,  after 
finding  that  the  oouiteracting  measures  adopted 
by  the  United  States  were  firmly  and  tenacious- 
ly adhered  to.  Mr.  B.  also  took  this  occasion 
to  justify  the  agency  which  he  had,  as  an  auxil- 
iary only,  and  not  a  principal,  in  producing 
and  maintaining  the  retaliatory  reetrictiye  sys- 
tem of  this  country;  this  he  did  because  the 
system  had  borne  hard  on  the  interest  of  some 
parts  of  the  country,  and  it  had  been  imputed 
to  him  as  a  fault  that  he  had  aided  in  adopting 
and  adhering  to  this  policy.  He  urged  the  suc- 
cess of  the  system  in  vindication  of  its  wisdom, 
and  dwelt  some  time  on  the  beneficial  effect 
(referring  to  the  unanimity  with  which  that 
system  was  adopted  and  adhered  to  by  Con- 
gress) of  united  counsels  in  dl  questions  between 
foreign  nations  and  ourselves.  When  Mr.  B. 
concluded,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Beoolutumary  Pemiom, 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
communicated  the  following  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed: 

War  Depabxmemt,  Feb.  8,  1828. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  Gth  instant,  that,  until  the  month 
of  An^iut,  1818,  no  particQlar  account  was  kept  of 
the  number  of  applications  for  pensions,  under  the 
act  of  the  18th  Maixsh,  1818.  Since  that  time,  how- 
ever, a  register  of  the  daimants  has  been  kept,  from 
which  it  would  appear,  that  27,948  have  applied  for 
the  benefits  of  that  act,  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
aict  of  May  Ist,  1820,  2,089  have  aj^lied  under  both 
laws — 18,880  claims  have  been  admitted  in  all; 
2,828  of  which  have  been  rejected,  or  dropt  from  the 
voU,  under  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  May,  1820.  On  tiie 
4th  of  September  last  12,881  were  then  on  the  pen- 
mtm  list  The  remaining  4,221  are  either  dead,  or, 
from  causes  unknown  to  this  Department,  have  (kiled 
to  exhibit  schedules  of  property.  In  1818,  the  sum 
of  $104,900  86,  was  paid  to  pensioners,  under  the 
act  of  that  year;  in  1819, 11,811,828  96;  hi  1820, 
the  sum  paid  was  only  $1,878,849  41,  the  list  of 
pensioners  having  been  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  the  Ist  May,  1820;  in  1821,  the  sum  of 
$1,200,000  was  paid;  and  in  the  year  1822,  the 
nun  of  $1,888,986  80. 

The  apparent  excess  of  expenditure  in  1822,  arises 
from  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  a 
defidency  was  occasioned  by  a  gpreater  number  hav- 
ing applied  for  pensions  that  year  than  was  aatioi- 
pated  when  the  estimates  were  made :  $461,886  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  last  year  was  due  the  pension- 
eo  in  the  preceding  year. 

I  woidd  respectfully  suggest  to  the  committee,  of 
which  yon  are  chairman,  the  propriety  of  hmitiDg  the 
eoinmeDcement  of  the  Revolutionary  pensions,  in  all 
to  the  time  of  completing  the  testimony,  not 


only  in  ori^nal  clums,  but  where  persons  have  been 
continued  on,  or  restored  to  the  pension  roll.  At 
present,  the  latter  class  receive  their  pay  from  the 
4th  March,  1820  ;  and  the  prospect  of  receiving  the 
amount  <^  three  years*  stipend,  at  one  time,  opens  a 
door  to  attempts  at  fraud,  and  is  no  small  inducement 
for  many  to  dispose  of  their  property  with  a  view  of 
receiving  pensions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  James  Noble, 

Chairmati  Com.  Pendont, 


TuBSDAT,  February  11. 
New  England  Mimmppi  Land  Company, 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of 
the  Massachusetts  Directors  of  the  Association 
called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Oom- 
pany,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  adverse 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  dated  March  81, 1814, 
entitied  "  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,**  it  is  enacted,  that  eveiy  person  or  persons 
claiming  said  land,  who  have  exhibited  their  claim 
to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  **  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next,  to  deposit,  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a 
sufficient  legal  release  of  all  such  claim  or  claims,  to 
the  United  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to 
the  United  States,  of  their  right  and  claim  to  any 
sum  of  money,*'  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  as  a  consideration  for  the  purchase  (^ 
the  land  released,  with  a  power  to  recover  the  same ; 
"  such  release,  assiffument,  transfer,  and  power,  to 
take  effect,  on  indemnification  of  such  claimants 
being  made,  oonfoimably  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act** 

And  the  Secretazy  of  State,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  were  thereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed a  Board  of  Commissioners,  ^  and  fully  au- 
thorized and  required  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  release,  and  assignments,  and 
powers,  to  be  executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  to  a4judge,  and 
finally  to  determine  upon,  all  controversies  arising 
from  such  claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  mav 
be  found  to  conffict  with,  and  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;  and,  also,  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all 
such  claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  as  may  be  found  to  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law.** 

By  the  act  aforesaid,  the  President  was  authorized 
and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued,  from  the  Treasuiy 
of  the  United  States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively, 
certificates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  said  public  lands ;  and  among  other 
companies,  to  the  person  claiming  in  the  name,  or 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under  the 
like  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
doUars: 

**Pr(wided,  That  any  person  having  claims  under 
either  of  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemnity  by 
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▼irtne  of  this  aot,  ahall  receive  such  indenmitj  only 
in  proportion  to  the  funonnt  of  sach  oUdm.** 

B J  an  act  of  Congresa,  sapplementaiy  to  the  aboTe, 
dated  23d  Jannaxy,  1815,  the  President  was  author- 
ized, bj  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
three  fit  and  disinterested  persons  to  be  and  act  as 
commissioners,  by  virtne  of  said  first-mentioned  act, 
in  the  place  of  the  pablio  officers  therein  mentioned. 
The  said  persons  were  constituted  and  appointed  a 
Board  of  Commissioiners ;  which  board  was  **  declared 
to  be  intended  to  effect  the  same  pniposes  and  ser- 
vices as  the  said  original  board,'*  axid  was  thereby 
"  authorized  to  execute  all  the  powers  granted  to^ 
and  directed  to  perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon, 
the  said  original  Board  of  Conmussioners,  according 
to  the  intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid." 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act,  Tho- 
mas Swan,  Francis  S.  Key,  and  John  Law,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  duly  appointed  commissioners 
to  perform  said  service ;  and  from  the  decree  here- 
wilii  exhibited,  and  from  the  case  of  Brown  against 
Gilman,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  reported  in  4th  Tolume  of  Wheaton*s  Re- 
ports, it  doth  appear,  that  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  mentioned  in  said  act,  sold  and  conveyed 
to  certain  persons  in  New  England,  all  the  land  which 
they  had  acquired  by  said  act,  or  pretended  act,  of 
the  State  of  Geoigia,  estimated  to  contain  eleven 
millions  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  acres,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acre ;  two  cents  of 
which  were  paid  in  money,  and  the  residue  by  notes 
of  the  respective  purchasers,  payable  in  successive 
years,  with  approved  endorsera     The  deed  of  con- 
veyance, in  due  form  of  law,  was  made  to  the  pur- 
chasers, and  being  placed  in  ''  escrow  "  for  a  short 
time,  on  payment  of  the  money,  and  reception  of 
notes,  with  endorsers  satisfactoiy  to  the  vendors,  said 
deed  was  duly  delivered  to  the  purchasers,  who  fonn- 
ed  the  association  above  mentioned,  and  conveyed 
their  respective  shares  in  said  land  \o  the  trustees  of 
said  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  who 
were  authorized  to  issue  negotiable  certificates,  or 
scrips,  so  called,  declaring  the  possessor  thereof  to  be 
entitied  to  the  proceeds  of  the  quantity  of  land  there- 
in mentioned.    The  said  trustees  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  directors  thereof^  pe- 
titioners as  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of  Iq- 
demnification,  made  proper  releases  and  assignments 
of  all  right  and  claim  to  said  land,  and  money  in  the 
treasury  of  Georgia,  to  the  United  States,  and  de- 
posited the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,   as    required  by  said  act,  and   presented   a 
claim  for  indemnification  for  the  whole  of  said  land, 
amounting,  by  said  act,  to  one  mUlion  five  hundred 
and  fiffy  uiousand  dollars. 

The  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  above  named, 
presented  a  claim  to  said  commiasionerB  for  indemni- 
fications to  the  amount  of  957,600  acres,  part  of  said 
land  sold  by  them  as  aforesaid,  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  unpaid  notes  they  possessed,  given 
in  part  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  amounting  to 
ninety-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
(say  196,760 ;)  which  claim  of  said  Georgia  Missis- 
sippi Company,  was  opposed  by  said  New  England 
Company,  none  of  whidi  members  were  indebted  on 
said  notes ;  the  sale  of  said  land  by  the  said  original 
purchasers  or  parties  to  said  notes  having  been  made 
soon  after  they  acquired  the  titie  as  above,  their  as- 


aignees  being  members  of  the  company.    The  aid 
commissioners,  however,  adjudged  and  decroed  thtt 
the  said  Geor^  Missisappi  Land  Companj,  u  Ten- 
dors  of  said  land,  (although  no  mortgage  or  spedil 
security  was  made  or  reserved  thereon,)  had  s  jvt 
right  or  lien  upon  said  quantity  of  land,  for  which 
said  unpud  notes  were  given ;  and  the  said  comnui- 
sioners  accordingly  did  adjudge  and  assgn,  oat  of 
the  said  sum  of  $1,660,000,  the  sum  of  one  hondnd 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twentj'fiic 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  toths 
said  Greorgia  Misstssippi  Land  Company ;  the  laigot 
portion  of  which,  about  Aree-fwrtiu^  as  appears  hy 
the  said  decree  of  said  commissianerB,  was  adjodg^ 
to  belong  to  the  United  States,  who  daixned  unier 
the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  vir- 
tue of  shares  therein  surrendered  to  the  State  of  GeoN 
gio,  and  by  the  act  aforesaid  reserved  to  the  United 
States.    And  the  United  States,  as  appears  by  aid 
decree,  now  retain  from  said  original  sum,  as  repie- 
senting  shares  of  said  Georgia  Misdssppi  Land  Com- 
pany, a  larger  som  than  the  said  one  faondrediad 
thirty  th^onamd  four  hundred  and  twen^-fi?8  doOsn 
twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  taken  by  said  ood- 
missioners  from  the  said  New  En^^d  Miwwffi 
Land  Company  as  aforesaid.    It  also  appears  by  the 
report  of  said  oonmiissioners,  herewitli,  tiiat  the  siid 
commissioners  reoeived  as  claims  <m  said  fond  the 
certificates  or  scrip  of  divers  persons,  issaed  by  the 
trustees  of  said  New  England  Mississippi  Lsnd  Com- 
pany, to  the  amount  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  stock 
of  said  company,  or  thereabouts.     Said  diiedois 
uiged  to  said  commissioners  that  persons  who  held 
their  certificates,  and  were  thereby  members  of  the 
company,  ought  to  resort  to  the  trustees  or  treasorer 
for  tiieir  share  or  di\'idend,  after  the  indemnificatiaa 
had  been  reoeived  by  the  treasurer;  but  the  board 
considered  that  such  certificate  holder  mi^t  veil  ^ 
ply  to  them  for  payment  or  satisfaction  of  their  scrip 
in  said  company,  deducting  the  reasonable  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  ccnnpany.    They  also  de- 
creed that  persons  holding  the  scrip  or  certificatee  d 
said  company,  which  were  derived  originally  fioa 
the  sales  made  by  parties  to  siud  unpaid  notes,  had 
no  claim  whatever  on  said  fund ;  and  in  a  distzibih 
tion  thereof  assigned  to  such  certificate  holders  whoie 
claims  they  allowed  as  above,  their  proportioa  d 
the  company's  funds^  unencumbered,  by  certificates 
derived  originally  from  the  parties  to  said  notes  ai 
aforesaid. 

It  further  appears,  ftom  the  sud  case  of  Brown 
and  Gilman  being  a  suit  brou^t  against  said  direotp 
ors  by  the  holder  of  one  of  said  certificates  wht^ 
had  issued  from  the  title  of  the  parties  to  said  nnpsid 
notes  aforesaid,  that  the  conunissioners  emMi  in  pro- 
nouncing that  there  was  any  lien  ufon  said  land,  la 
consequence  of  said  unpaid  notes ;  and  the  said  di- 
rectors were  adjudged  liable  to  pay  the  same  certifi- 
cates, which  the  commissioners  had  declared  were 
not  obligatory ;  and  thus  the  said  directors,  the  pe- 
titioners, who,  by  the  proceedings  of  said  o'^"*!!^ 
doners,  received  only  about  three-fourths  of  the  stoz 
of  the  company,  were  held  liable  to  pay,  in  the  fin^ 
instance,  the  whole  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thir^ 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  twelw 
cents,  (say  $180,426  12.) 

It  also  appears  that  tiie  commissioners  were  not 
informed  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  which,  similar  » 
those  of  Massachusetts,  do  not  allow  any  hen  n  the 
vendor  of  land  without  mortgage  or  special  aecanty  i 
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and  the  snrvmng  oommiflsionen  (Mestra.  Swaon  and 
Key)  are  fblly  Batufied  that  the  said  award  was  er- 
roneous. 

On  the  ahove  facta,  the  petitioners  have  prayed 
that  the  aforesaid  sum,  erroneously  withheld  from 
them  hy  said  commissioners,  may  he  granted  to 
them ;  and,  if  not,  that  they  may  he  reinvested  in 
their  title  to  said  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  acres  (say  957,600  acres)  of  land, 
for  which  they  have  received  no  indemnification,  hy 
an  act  decUiing  that  the  said  release  executed  hy 
tfaem  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  inoperative  as  re- 
•pects  said  quantity  of  land;  and  that  the  deeds  and 
evidence  of  title,  which  in  virtue  of  said  act  have 
been  depouted  by  said  commissioners  in  said  oflSce 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  may  be  restored  to  them, 
or  attested  copies  granted,  allowing  the  same  to  have 
the  force  of  originals  in  courts  of  ue  United  States. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  the 
aaid  sum  ot  $1,650,000  ought  in  strictness  to  have 
been  awarded  to  sfdd  directors  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company  by  said  commissioners; 
bat  they  apprehend  that  the  above  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners ought  not  to  be  granted,  for  the  following 
reaaoDS,  viz: 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  if  granted,  must  he 
■Atisfied  out  of  the  moneys  awarded  by  the  oommis- 
moners  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
and  to  the  United  States,  as  assignees  of  such  of  the 
G«oigia  Hississippi  Land  Company  as  had  surrender- 
ed under  the  act  of  Geoigia. 

The  reference  to  the  commissioners  was,  as  has 
alreadky  been  stated,  "  to  adjudge,  and  finally  deter- 
mine upon,  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims, 
ao  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  con- 
flict with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each  other;  and, 
also,  to  adjudge,  and  determine  upon,  all  such 
claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended  act,  as 
may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States 
by  operation  of  law."  The  contemplated  compensa- 
tion, which  was  to  extinguish  a  disputed  daim,  was 
made  hy  the  United  States  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  the 
aobmission  was  voluntarily  entered  into  by  the  par« 
ties,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  powers  d  the  com* 
missiooers,  the  circumstances  of  their  selection,  the 
condnsiveness  of  their  award,  and  their  liability  to 
eiT.  If  the  mistake  had  been  in  favor  of  those  who 
claim  the  fund,  those  who  hold  it  would  have  been 
without  redress.  Allthat  the  United  States  were 
responsible  for,  was  an  honest  dischazge  of  their  du- 
ties hy  the  commissioners.  That  such  has  been  the 
caae,  is  not  controverted ;  and  that  being  admitted, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners 
bave  DO  reason  to  complain,  if  the  award  is  snfiered 
to  remain  as  binding  upon  them,  as  it  necessarily 
was  upon  their  adversaries. 

Secondly.    Ladependently  of  these  considerations, 
tiie  tmstoes  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entitled  to  the  relief  they  ask.    Thny  have  lost  their 
legal  rights  by  the  error  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  circumstances  which  have  been  stated ;  and  their 
application  now  is  to  the  equity  of  the  Government, 
which  can  only  be  to  relieve  them  from  injustice. 
VThat  b  their  equity  ?    They  ask  monev  for  lands  for 
which  they  have  never  paid.    They  au  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  who  have.    If,  through  the  improvi- 
deoee  of  those  horn  whom  they  purchased,  they,  be- 
fore the  submission  and  award,  could,  on  strict  legal 
priodpies,  entitle  themselves  to  what  they  now  ask, 


it  was  their  good  fortune ;  but,  having  lost  that  legal 
advantage  without  fraud,  they  are  without  cause  of 
complaint  that  it  is  not  restored  to  them ;  for  they 
have  lost  nothing  to  which  they  were  in  conscience 
entitled. 

Thirdly.  If  the  loss  had  fallen  on  those  of  the  New 
England  BfississippiLand  Company  who  had  not  paid, 
or  tiieir  immediate  assignees,  it  is  conceded  that  this 
application  would  be  without  merit  That  it  has 
fallen  on  others,  is  on  account  of  the  terms  of  the  origi- 
nal Association,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  their 
business,  authorized  by  the  trustees  and  those  they 
represent ;  and  can  furnish  no  ground  of  claim  against 
those  who  had  no  agency  in  that  matter,  and  who 
are,  at  least,  equally  innocent. 

Fourthly.  If  the  grounds  relied  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  refusmg  the  direct  relief  prayed  for,  are 
well  grounded,  they  are  equally  valid  against  the 
prayer  for  the  surrender  of  the  rdease. 


Fbidat,  Febrnary  14. 

ybrthtoest  Coast  of  America^  and  Occupation  i(f 

the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affahn 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  take  and  retain  possession  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America. 

Lead  Mince  and  Salt  Springe, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideraticon  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  several  acts  reserving  from  public  sale  the 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  the  lead  mines  and  the 
salt  springs,  and  the  lands  contiguous  thereto, 
to  be  exposed  to  public  sale. 

Mr.  Benton  rose,  and  in  support  of  the  bill 
delivered  himself  to  the  following  eflbct : 

The  Senate  is  now  to  deliberate  upon  a  subject 
of  great  national  importance.  The  mines  and 
salines  of  Upper  Louisiana  stdll  belong  to  the 
nation.  They  are  great  in  extent  and  rich  in 
value.  They  are  found  scattered  in  detached 
districts  over  a  line  of  six  hundred  miles ;  from 
the  left  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  FaUs  of  St  Anthony.  The  State  of 
Missouri,  in  the  centre  of  this  line,  is  Uieir  chief 
seat.  Salines  are  found  in  every  part  of  the 
State,  but  chiefly  in  the  part  known  under  the 
name  of  the  ^^  Eicon's  lack  country.^'  Here  the 
salt  water  runs  off  from  the  surface  of  the  earth 
in  a  thousand  streams.  Large  creeks,  on  which 
mills  are  built,  are  sensibly  impregnated  with 
it ;  and  over  an  extent  of  four  or  five  counties, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  in  a  country  of 
unrivalled  fertility,  scarcely  a  mile  square  could 
be  found  in  which  saline  indications  are  not 
visible  to  the  daily  passenger. 

The  lead  district  is  located  in  a  different  part 
of  the  State,  on  the  waters  of  the  MerrimaC| 
Gasconade,  and  St.  Francis,  and  what  was  for- 
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merly  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  now  divided 
into  several  counties,  of  which  Washington  is 
the  centre,  and  the  chief  seat  of  the  mines. 

The  great  indications  of  mineral  wealth  in 
this  district  attracted  the  attention  of  enterpris- 
ing men  more  than  a  century  ago.  The  cele- 
brated ^Mississippi  Scheme''  was  bottomed 
upon  the  mines  of  Upper  Louisiana;  but  the 
precious,  not  the  valuable  metals,  were  the  object 
of  pursuit  to  the  projectors  of  that  scheme.  It 
was  the  middle  of  the  last  century  before  the 
lead  mines  were  worked,  and  the  experience  of 
seventy  years  has  since  shown  that  a  large  dis- 
trict of  country  abounds  with  this  mineral,  the 
ore  exceedingly  rich,  yielding  eighty-two  per 
cent.,  and  the  metals  so  much  finer  than  the 
English  as  to  command  a  cent  more  on  the  pound 
in  tiiie  white  and  red  lead  factories.  In  1803  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
Dtates,  and  the  fame  of  her  mineral  wealth  pro- 
digiously enhanced,  in  public  estimation,  the 
value  of  tbe  acquisition.  Congress  proceeded 
upon  the  idea  that  these  mines  were  too  valuable 
to  be  owned  by  individu&ls ;  that  thev  ought  to 
be  reserved  as  national  property ;  and  a  system 
of  reservation  and  Government  monopoly  was 
adopted  and  has  been  persevered  in  ever  since. 

The  surveyors  of  the  public  lands  were  in- 
structed to  note  on  their  maps  all  indications  of 
mines  and  salines ;  portions  of  contiguous  land 
were  directed  to  be  reserved  convenient  to 
each ;  the  officers  of  the  land  department  were 
forbid  to  sell  them ;  the  boards  of  commission- 
ers fbr  confirming  Spanish  titles  were  interdicted 
from  deciding  a  claim  which  covered  lead  or  salt ; 
and,  to  complete  this  system  of  monopoly,  an 
odious  law  of  retroactive  operation  was  passed, 
to  vacate  the  soles  of  land  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  in  the  event  of  afterwards  finding 
lead  or  salt  upon  it,  and  .fixing  on  the  purchasers, 
by  the  aid  of  some  inquisitorial  process,  the 
successful  charge  of  previous  knowledge  and 
fraudulent  concealment. 

The  National  Government  by  these  acts, 
having  concentrated  in  its  own  hands  the  posses- 
sion of  the  mines  and  salines,  undertook,  in  the 
year  1807,  to  reap  the  fruit  of  its  able  policy. 
For  this  purpose,  the  luminous  idea  was  adopt- 
ed of  converting  itself  into  a  national  landlord, 
the  miners  into  national  tenants,  and  deriving 
a  national  revenue  from  sadt  water  boilers  and 
lead-ore  diggers.  This  system  was  adopted  in 
1807.  Fifteen  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  cer- 
tainly fifteen  years  of  annual  experience  is  suffi- 
cient to  test  the  vice  or  the  virtue  of  all  money- 
making  schemes.  What  then  has  been  the  fruit 
of  this  monopolizing  and  leasing  system  ?  Have 
any  leases  been  taken  ?  Tes,  many.  Has  any 
lead  been  dug  ?  Yes,  mimy  millions  of  pounds 
weight.  Have  any  rents  been  paid  ?  Is  o,  not 
a  dollar — ^not  one  cent.  But,  perhaps  it  may 
be  thought  that  valuable  improvements  have 
been  made,  the  benefit  of  which  will  inure  to  the 
Republic,  and  compensate  it  for  the  loss  of  rents. 
I  answer,  none.  No  improvement  can  be  made 
at  Baling  except  by  anking  weUs  or  boring 


holes  some  hundred  feet  to  the  strata  of  salt  or 
streams  of  strong  water  which  lie  below,  neither 
of  which  has  been  done  at  a  public  saline.  No 
improvement  can  be  made  at  a  mine,  except 
by  sinking  shafts,  opening  galleries,  pirovidiiif 
ventilators  and  hydraulic  engines,  and  construct- 
ing permanent  furnaces ;  not  one  of  which  thiogs 
has  been  done  at  a  public  mine,  or  ever  will  be 
done  by  a  tenant  or  lessee  for  years.  The  spirit  of 
tenantry  is  everywhere  the  same ;  it  is  a  qurit 
adverse  to  improvement,  always  leaning  towards 
the  injury  of  the  property  in  possession,  and 
always  holding  back  from  the  payment  of  leot 
This  spirit  has  had  its  full  range  in  the  minenl 
lands  of  the  United  States,  where  no  improve- 
ment has  been  made,  no  rent  paid,  and  great 
injury  done  in  the  destruction  of  timber,  and  in 
ravaging  the  ground  in  search  of  minerals.  Not 
only  no  improvement  has  been  made,  bnt  not 
even  a  mine  discovered  even  twenty  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  Of  the  fifty  or  aaxty 
public  mines  enumerated  in  the  report  from  dw 
War  Department,  not  one  was  known  as  &  mine 
at  this  time.  They  were  nothing  but  superfidal 
diggings,  exhausted  and  abandoned  in  a  few 
weeks  or  months  after  the  first  ^scovery.  The 
vq^ns  and  masses  of  ore  which  approach  the 
surface  have  alone  been  touched.  Miners  call 
this  '^  picking  at  the  eyes  of  the  mine,*'  while 
the  body  of  it  lies  at  the  distance  of  some  hun- 
dred, or  some  thousand,  feet  below.  In  fine,  the 
fruit  of  this  whole  system  has  been  injury  to  tiie 
national  property,  loss  to  the  national  treasary, 
and  a  recourse  to  foreign  powers  to  supply  os 
with  the  articles  of  which  God  in  his  providence 
has  given  to  us  more  than  he  has  g^ven  to  them. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say  whether 
it  was  not  time  to  change  this  system.  His  own 
mind  was  made  up,  and  had  been  during  the 
seven  years  that  he  had  lived  in  Missouri,  and 
witnessed  the  evils  which  he  had  faintly  sketched. 
He  was  against  the  leasing  system.  He  knew  that 
it  might  be  improved,  but  with  all  the  improve- 
ments that  could  be  ingrafted  upon  it^  he  h^ 
it  to  be  wrong  in  its  first  principles,  and  frangfat 
with  evil  in  all  the  ramifications  of  its  praodoe. 
To  continue  it  will  be  to  perpetuate  the  reladon 
of  landlord  and  tenant  throughout  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  the  mineral  districts  of  the  Republic: 
that  landlord  being  the  Federal  Government,  and 
holding  its  domains  and  body  of  tenantry  within 
the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  I  deny  sach  a 
power  to  the  Federal  Government.  I  take  my 
stand  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution  upon 
the  left  hand  of  the  venerable  Senator  hoai 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Tatlob,)  and  deny  to  the  Federal 
Government  a  power  to  hold  lands  in  any  State^ 
except  upon  grants  made,  in  cases  enumerated, 
and  for  purposes  specified,  in  the  constitntieii. 
I  speak  of  permanent  ownership,  not  of  the 
transient  trustee-possession,  which  is  neoessary 
to  a  fair  distribution  of  the  property,  and  whioh 
is  recognized  in  the  compacts  with  the  Jiew 
States  by  an  agreement  not  to  tax  the  pohlio 
land  ''  before  it  is  sold,  and  for  five  years  th«re- 
after."    I  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  the 
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capacity  to  bold  a  body  of  tenantry  witbin  tbe 
limits  of  any  State.  Tlie  monarcbies  of  Europe 
bave  tbeir  serfis  and  vassals,  bat  tbe  genius  of 
tbe  Republic  disclaims  tbe  tennre  and  tbe  spirit 
of  vassalage,  and  calls  for  freemen,  owners  of 
the  soil,  masters  of  tbeir  own  castles,  and  free 
fit>m  tbe  influence  of  a  foreign  sovereign. 

But  if  a  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  tbe  rigbt 
of  tbe  Federal  Government  to  bold  lands  and 
tenants  in  tbe  bosoms  of  tbe  States,  none  can 
exist  as  to  tbe  evils  of  sucb  a  practice.  Even  if 
confined  to  minerals  and  salines,  tbe  miscbief 
must  be  great.  In  tbe  first  place,  large  districts 
of  country  must  be  locked  up  from  tbe  people, 
fenced  in  with  prohibitory  laws,  and  protected 
frt>m  waste  like  tbe  forest  lands  in  Europe.  Tbe 
soil  and  timber  on  tbe  reserved  tracts  must  be 
placed  under  tbe  guardianship  of  penal  statutes ; 
Federal  officers  must  be  appointed  to  stand  over 
tbe  miners  and  watch  tbeir  bands,  and  search 
their  pockets,  and  detect  all  attempts  to  carry 
off  the  ores  before  "  tbe  lord  has  received  his 
tithe."  Other  laws  must  be  made  to  compel 
the  payment  of  rent ;  the  odious  remedy  by 
"•  distress,"  must  be  introduced,  and  this  splendid 
Federal  (government,  created  by  our  fathers  for 
great  national  purposes,  must  be  seen  descend- 
ing from  its  high  estate,  and  going  down  to  tbe 
level  of  a  petty  landlord  impounding  tiie  cattle 
of  his  miserable  tenant,  to  force  out  of  bis  hands 
the  arrearages  of  his  rent.  But  what  is  tbe 
efleot  to  the  States  in  which  these  things  shall 
be  done  t  Population  retarded,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country  delayed,  lai^  bodies  of  land 
held  free  of  taxation,  and  their  elections  more 
or  less  influenced  by  the  presence  of  men  hold- 
ing tbeir  leases  at  the  will  of  the  Federal  Gh>v- 
ernment.  All  this  is  bad  enough,  but  tbe  worst 
is  yet  to  be  named.  The  foundation  of  the 
whole  is  monopoly,  odious  in  itself  and  aggra- 
vated in  this  instance  from  tbe  nature  of  tiie 
articles  monopolized.  God  placed  lead  and  salt 
in  lOsBouri  for  the  use  of  the  people  who  go 
there  to  live;  be  gave  them  a  surplus  of  both 
to  aell  to  tbeir  neighbors ;  but,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  a  foreign  Government,  the  people  are 
denied  the  beneflt  of  the  use  and  the  profits  of 
sapplyfaig  theur  neighbors. 

But  it  is  not  only  lead  and  salt  which  will  be 
monopolized  under  tbe  continuance  of  this  sys- 
tem, but  a  great  variety  of  other  minerals  and 
foasUs,  and  large  tracts  of  fEuming  land  to  supply 
them  with  wood.  The  base  metals  bave  an  af- 
finity to  each  other,  and  are  generally  found  in 
company.  The  lead  districts  in  tbe  Mendip 
Hills  and  Derbyshire,  in  Engbmd,  abound  with 
zinc,  iron,  coal,  mineral  waters,  plumbago,  every 
one  of  which,  and  many  others,  are  found  in  the 
mineral  districts  of  Muasouri.*  All  these  must 
be  lost  to  tbe  inhabitants  if  tbe  leasing  system  is 

•Geological  resMrohes  luiye  diaoovered  in  HiMoaii,  be- 
tide* the  articles  above  named,  chalks,  red  and  white; 
edbrea,  red,  white,  and  yellow;  fttller*8  earth ;  potter's  day; 
a  IilMtle  white  ciar,  snow  white;  plaster  of  Paris;  flint: 
■MB^aiMse:  granular  qnartz;  solphnr;  saltpetre:  sevarai 
Tarietiea  of  marble,  Indadinff  porphyry  and  alabaster; 
pwclona  atones^  eomelian  and  Jaspar ;  antimony ;  alom. 


perpetuated.  And  what  is  tbe  advantage  pro- 
posed to  tbe  Federal  Government  in  return  for 
so  many  evils?  Bevenue!  money  for  tbe  Treas- 
ury is  tbe  object  proposed.  But  who  can  enter- 
tain a  serious  idea  of  drawing  any  thing  worth 
a  nation's  notice,  from  such  •  source?  We 
bave  already  had  fifteen  years'  experience,  and 
shall  we  wait  for  fifteen  more  ?  Shall  the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  be  lost  upon  us  ?  Of 
all  the  money-making  projects  that  ever  entered 
the  bead  of  a  nation,  that  of  mining  is  held  to 
be  the  most  chimerical  So  says  Adam  Smith. 
He  even  places  national  mining  below  lotteries, 
and  so  do  I.  And  if  compelled  to  choose  be- 
tween them,  I  would  certamly  direct  our  Minis- 
ter of  tbe  Treasury  to  rep^  to  Beigamin  O. 
Tyler's  Grand  National  Temple  of  Fortune  on 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  (especially  if  furnished 
with  tickets  selected  by  tbe  truly  fortunate 
dreamer  of  Bichmond,)  in  preference  to  restiog 
bis  hopes  for  future  revenue  on  a  second 
"  Mississippi  Scheme"  among  the  mines  of  Up- 
per Louisiana. 

I  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the 
bad  policy  of  leasing.  Shall  we  then  adopt  the 
alternative  proposed  by  tbe  bilL  and  deliver  up 
the  mines  and  salines  of  the  Bepublic  to  the 
pursuit  of  individual  industry,  to  tbe  activity  of 
mdividual  enterprise,  to  the  care  of  individual 
interest,  guided  and  sustained  by  tbe  skill  and 
capital  of  those  who  may  choose  to  bold  them  ? 
I  maintain  it  to  be  our  true  policy  to  do  so,  and 
that  tbe  Government  will  find  its  indemnity  in 
tbe  price  which  will  be  paid  for  them,  and  in 
the  increased  wealth  of  its  citizens,  which  is,  in 
fact,  tbe  wealth  of  tbe  Government  itself.  Be- 
sides, without  a  freehold  in  the  soil,  tbe  expe- 
rience of  all  countries  proves  that  tbe  riches  of 
the  mineral  kingdom  can  never  be  discovered 
or  brought  into  action.  A  lessee  for  years  can- 
not incur  tbe  expenses  of  sinking  shafts,  con- 
necting them  by  galleries,  opening  ventilators, 
constructing  hydraulic  machines,  and  building 
permanent  furnaces.  And  without  these  labors, 
the  mineral  riches  which  lay  some  hundred  feet 
in  the  bowels  of  tbe  earth,  can  never  be  discov- 
ered. All  this  is  now  proved  on  the  mineral 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri.  Fifty 
or  sixty  mines  have  been  opened,  exhausted, 
and  abandoned.  Yes,  in  tlie  space  of  a  few 
months  a  mine  ia  exhausted,  while  in  England, 
mines  are  now  worked  which  were  open^  two 
thousand  years  ago.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
The  English  miner,  having  the  freehold  of  the 
soil,  husbands  and  improves  bis  property,  and 
follows  tbe  vein  downwards,  even  to  the  dis- 
tance of  two  thousand  feet.  The  American 
lessee  can  only  take  what  be  finds  near  tbe  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  He  cannot  pierce  tbe  rock 
in  pursuit  of  tbe  descending  veins  which  lead  to 
tbe  great  beds  of  ore  below.  He  can  only  ^^pick 
out  the  eyes  of  the  miiie^'*^  without  touching  its 
body;  nor  is  it  possible  to  tell  where  nature 
has  deposited  her  bidden  treasures  except  by 
opening  tbe  earth  to  tbe  places  where  they  lie. 
Neither  tbe  eye  of  Science,  nor  tbe  ooi^uron* 


866 


ABBIDGHEKT  OF  THB 


SrarAHLJ 


Northwett  Cotut  qfAwterieth 


[FmsxsARY,  1888b 


rod,  can  detect  a  mine  at  anj  giTeii  distance  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  earth.  AU  over  Uie  world 
mineral  wealth  has  been  discovered  either  by 
accident,  or  by  the  persevering  labor  of  the 
owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  needless  to  multiply 
examples  to  ^ove  the  assertion.  Every  Sena- 
tor's reading  will  fhmish  Mm  with  a  midtitade. 
Two  only  will  I  mention — ^the  discoveries  of  the 
great  copper  mine  in  Anglesea  and  the  salt  mine 
in  Oheshire.  The  former,  thongh  the  richest  in 
the  world,  and  furnishing,  at  this  day,  more 
copper  than  all  the  mines  of  Em^pe  pnt  together, 
and  seated  in  the  bosom  of  a  country  setued  for 
several  thousand  years^  was  only  discovered 
about  fifty  years  ago :  the  latter  oidy  discovered 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  though 
known  as  a  saline  to  the  Roman  soldiers  when 
Britain  was  a  province  of  the  Roman  empire. 
This  vast  salt  mine  is  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
then  commences  in  strata  "sizty  feet  thick,  and 
yet  was  never  discovered  till  the  eiurth  was  pen- 
etrated by  the  owner  of  the  soiL  If  situated  in 
the  United  States  on  public  lands,  it  would 
never  be  found  at  all,  for  the  lessee  for  years 
could  do  nothing  but  boil  the  water  which 
flowed  from  the  saline,  or  was  dipped  out  of  a 
well  a  few  feet  deep.  He  could  not  have  gone 
even  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep  into  the 
earth.  But  change  the  tenure,  create  a  fee 
simple  in  the  soil,  and  what  may  not  be  found 
in  a  country  like  Missouri,  where  a  tiiousand 
salines  present  themselves— where  a  thousand 
springs  and  branches,  and  even  a  river,  (la  mine,) 
turning  mills,  are  impregnated  witii  salt,  indi- 
cating such  mines  and  fountains  of  salt  below, 
as  neither  England,  nor  any  other  country  upon 
earth,  can  be  supposed  to  contain.  The  same 
may  be  supposed  of  the  lead  districts,  and  may 
not  tin  and  copper  also  be  found  in  the  mineral 
districts  of  Missouri  ?  The  theory  of  mineralogy 
authorizes  the  belief ;  foi  these,  too,  belong  to  the 
family  of  base  metals,  and  are  ofben  found  in 
company  of  lead. 

The  example  of  England  presents  itself  to  us. 
In  the  early  ages  her  base  metals  were  consid- 
ered as  too  precious  for  the  people,  and  were 
reserved  as  Crown  property.  Her  mines  were 
leased  out ;  and  the  great  tin  mines  of  Oornwall 
brought  the  imposing  sum  of  one  hundred  marks 
per  annum,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  the 
reign  of  Philip  and  Mary  this  policy  was  changed. 
The  mineral  kingdom,  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
ceased  to  be  a  monopoly  in  tiie  hands  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  delivered  up  to  the  skill,  and 
capital,  and  industry  of  individuals,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  iron,  lead,  copper,  tin, 
coal,  and  salt,  of  England/ have  carried  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  British  empire  to  a 
height  to  which  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico 
could  never  have  exalted  her.  And  let  us  follow 
her  example,  not  the  example  of  her  dark  ages, 
but  of  that  enlightened  period  which  has  made, 
of  a  small  island  in  the  sea,  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  powerful  empires  upon  the  face  of  Uie 
globe. 


When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Messrs.  Diokebsov,  Lowbib,  Surra  of  Mary- 
land, Babton,  Van  Buben,  Taylob  of  Yirginia, 
HoLMBS  of  Maine,  Bbovtn  of  Ohio,  Kme  of 
New  York,  and  Johkson  of  Kentucky,  followed 
Mr.  BxNTON,  with  their  respective  views  of  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure,  and 
continued  the  debate  until  past  three  o'clock. 

In  the  end,  tiie  bill  was,  at  the  request  of  a 
member,  laid  over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  17. 

North/west  Coast  of  America. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
territories  of  tiie  United  States  on  the  Nor&west 
Coast  of  America,  and  the  same  having  been 
amended  by  substituting  the  Committee  on 
"  Foreign  Belations,^^  was  agreed  to,  as  amended. 
The  remarks  of  Mr.  BsirroN  were  as  follows: 
Mr.  Bbnton  (mover  of  the  resoluticm)  said 
it  was  due  to  the  Senate  to  state  the  reascna 
which  had  induced  him  to  offer  it.  This  was, 
to  prevent  the  country  in  question  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another  power.  He  knew  that 
the  public  mind  was  tranquil  upon  thia  point ; 
but  he  believed  that  this  tranqmllitj  arosei,  not 
from  an  indifibrence  to  the  loss  of  the  Ck>lambia 
River,  and  the  great  country  drained  by  its 
waters,  but  from  a  belief  that  our  title  to  it  was 
undisputed,  and  the  possession  open  to  our  citi- 
zens whenever  the  Government  would  permit 
them  to  enter  upon  it  The  contrary  of  aJl  this, 
Mr.  B.  held  to  be  the  &ct,  and  he  would  under- 
take to  show  to  the  Senate- 
First.  That  our  daim  of  wwreiffntp  is  dis- 
puted by  England. 

Second.  That  England  is  now  the  party  in 
poesemon. 

Third.  That  she  refista  the  poesessioiii  of  the 
United  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  party  in  possesion  in  1838 
wHl  have  the  right  of  possession  under  the  law 
of  nations,  imtil  the  question  of  so^^&rmgnty  shall 
be  decided  by  war  or  negotiation. 

In  supporting  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  would  rely  for  his  proo&  upon  two  aouroea 
only ;  first,  the  document  communicated  to  God- 
gressby  the  President^  on  the  17th  April,  18Sa ; 
second,  the  London  treaty  of  October  20th,  ISIS. 
The  document  would  be  found  in  yoL  8,  of  the 
State  Papers,  No.  112,  and  the  treaty  in  toL  6, 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  GOT. 

1.  That  the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbia 
River  is  claimed  by  England.  Mr.  B.  premised, 
as  matter  of  historical  notoriety,  that  an  Amen- 
can  settlement^  Astoria,  existed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war;  that  it  was  captured  by  a  British 
fidoop-of-war,  in  1818,  converted  into  a  military 
post,  and  called  Fort  George ;  and  that,  by  the 
first  article  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  a  mutual  resti- 
tution was  stipulated  of  all  places  taken  ftom 
eitiber  party  by  the  other  in  the  progress  of  the 
war. 
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In  virtue  of  tliis  stipulation,  the  American 
Goyemment,  in  the  year  1815,  determined  to 
*'  reoecupy  ^'  the  post  on  the  Golnmbia  Biver,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  16th 
of  July  of  that  year,  communicated  that  intention 
to  the  British  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Washington, 
and  ^^  requested  a  letter"  from  him  to  &ciUtate 
the  restitution.  Mr.  Baker  refused  the  letter, 
and  assigned  for  his  reason,  that  he  had  no  in- 
structions upon  the  subject,  from  the  British 
Government.  He  set  up  no  tide,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  apprehending  no  opposition,  de- 
spatched the  sloop-of-war  Ontario  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  to  reoecupy  the  post    Two 

J  ears  afterwu^  a  Minister  Plenipotentiaxr, 
[r.  Bagot,  arrives  from  England,  calls  personally 
on  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  inquires 
into  the  destination  of  the  Ontario,  and  oeing 
informed  that  one  object  of  her  voyage  was  "  to 
establish  a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  River," 
be  compliuns  of  this  intention  as  ix^urious  to  tiie 
^  rights  and  interests  *'  of  His  Britannic  Mi\]esty, 
and,  on  the  27th  of  November,  two  days  after 
bis  persona]  interview,  he  addressed  an  official 
note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  '^requesting  an 
explanation"  of  the  views  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment with  respect  to  the  settlement,  deny- 
ing that  the  restitution  of  Astoria  could  be 
euoroed  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  declaring 
that  "  the  territory  in  question  had  early  been 
taken  possession  of  in  His  Mc^esty's  name,  and 
bad  since  been  considered  as  forming  part  of 
Hia  Migesty^s  dominions." 

What  answer  was  given  by  the  American 
Government,  to  this  high-toned  communication, 
is  to  me  unknown,  said  Mr.  B.  I  draw  my  infor- 
mation from  the  papers  communicated  in  the 
document  No.  112,  and  no  answer  is  there  to  be 
found.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Ontario  returned 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean  without  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  post  on  the  Columbia. 

The  next  paper  upon  this  subject  is  fW>m  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  to  the  same  effect,  and 
of  still  higher  authority,  coming  from  TiOrd 
Castlereagh  himself^  and  given  in  person  to  Mr. 
Bnsh,  the  American  Minister  in  London.  Mr. 
Bnah  communicates  it  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1818.  He  states  that  "  His 
Lordahip  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  establish- 
ment at  the  Columbia  River ;"  expressed  his 
**  regret "  at  the  steps  taken  by  the  United  States 
to  repossess  itself  of  the  territory  in  question, 
*^Great  Britdn  having  a  claim  of  dominion  over 
it ;  ^  and  that  Mr.  Bagot  had  sent  in  *^  a  remon- 
strance" upon  the  occasion,  to  which  no  answer 
bad  been  made  at  the  last  dates.  For  settling 
the  question  of  tide  between  the  two  powers. 
Lord  Castiereagh  proposed  that  a  reference 
should  be  made  of  it  to  the  arbitration  of  some 
friendly  sovereign,  and  admitted  that  the 
United  States  was  entitied  to  restitution  of 
possession  under  the  first  article  of  the  Ghent 
treaty. 

This  despatch  Arom  Mr.  Rush  draws  out  the 
American  Secretary.    On  the  20th  of  "Mbj  fol- 


lowing, Mr.  Adams  writes  to  Mr.  Rush,  instruct- 
ing him  to  decline  the  proposed  arbitration,  and 
to  express  to  Lord  Castiereagh  the  unwillingness 
of  the  United  States  to  include  this  subject 
among  the  objects  of  '^  serious  discussion,"  be 
cause  of  ^*  the  minuteness  of  the  present  interests" 
of  either  party  involved  in  it. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  end  of  the  published 
correspondence  on  this  point.  The  next  place 
in  which  the  British  daim  shows  itself  is  in  the 
London  treaty  of  October,  1818. 

The  first  article  of  that  treaty  secures  to  Amer- 
ican fishermen  the  liberty  of  curing  fish  on  the 
unsettied  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

The  second  determines  a  portion  of  the  boun* 
daiy  between  the  United  States  and  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  to  wit: 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of 
the  Rooky  Mountams,  and  fixes  it  upon  the 
paralle]  of  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  third  applies  to  th^  country  drained  by 
the  Columbia  River,  and  is  in  these  words : 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  which  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  westward  of  the  Stoney  Monntains,  shall, 
together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the 
navigation  of  all  rivers  within  ^e  same,  be  free  and 
open  for  tlie  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
dgnatnie  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  vessels^ 
citizens,  and  snljects,  of  the  two  powers;  it  being 
well  understood  dat  tiiis  agreement  is  not  to  be  con- 
stmed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  daim  which  either  of 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part 
of  tiie  said  country ;  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect 
the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  State  to  any  part 
of  the  said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con« 
tracting  parties,  in  that  respecAf  being  to  prevent  dis- 
putes and  differences  amongst  tiiemsdves.** 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  was  the  last  and  the 
highest  piece  of  evidence  which  he  intended  to 
submit  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  Great 
Britain  now  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  River.  H^  had  traced  ^t  daim 
from  its  first  appearance  above  the  horizon  of 
diplomatic  discussion  to  its  safe  lodgment  in  the 
bosom  of  a  treaty ;  and  surely  no  d^m  had  ever 
grown  up  with  such  surprising  rapidity.  When 
Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Spain,  in  1808,  it 
was  not  heard  of;  when  Lewis  and  Clarke  took 
don  of  the  country,  in  1806,  it  was  not 


heard  of 


eard  of;  when  Astoria  was  founded,  in  1810,  it 
was  stafl  unheard  of;  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  no  one 
mentioned  it;  in  1815,  the  British  Charge 
d'Affiures  at  Washington  City,  knows  nothing 
about  it.  It  is  only  in  November,  1817,  that  a 
British  ^nister  first  avows  it ;  in  May,  1818, 
that  an  American  Secretary  considers  it  too 
"minute"  to  be  classed  among  objects  of 
"serious  discussion;"  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year  that  it  obtains  foothold  in  a  solemn 
treaty,  there  to  remiun  the  fruitful  source  of  fu- 
ture n^tiation  and  perhaps  of  war. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  his  second  point;  That 
England  now  has  the  possession  of  the  country 
in  question. 

He  apprehended  that  a  transaction  in  whioh 
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Mr.  Preyost  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  had  misled  the  public  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject The  facts  are,  that  a  British  ship  of  war 
called  at  Lima,  in  the  Fall  of  1818,  took  up  Mr. 
Prevost,  carri^  him  to  Astoria  (Fort  Greorge) 
on  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  brought  him  away 
on  the  6th.  While  there,  Mr.  Preyost,  under  the 
authority  of  the  American  Goyemment,  signed 
a  receipt  for  the  deliyety  of  Fort  Geoi^e,  and 
accepted  a  remonstrance  from  the  British 
against  the  deliyery  ^^  until  the  final  decision  of 
the  right  of  soyereignty  to  the  country  between 
the  two  Goyemments."  The  possession  of  the 
fort  was  not  changed,  nor  intended  to  be  changed 
by  any  thing  that  Mr.  Preyost  did.  He  could 
not  man  the  fort  himse^  and  had  not  a  single 
soldier  or  sailor  to  do  it  for  him.  The  ceremony 
of  lowering  the  British  flag,  and  hoisting  the 
American,  wss  a  piece  of  form  arranged  b^ore- 
hand  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  words  of 
the  Ghent  Treaty  by  a  nominal  restitution,  while 
the  post  itself  remained  with  the  £n§^h  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  Mr.  Preyost  had  neyer  made 
his  yisit.  No  attempt  has  since  been  made  by 
the  American  Goyemment  to  realize  the  pos- 
session, and  Fort  George  remains  to  this  day  in 
the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  third  point:  That  England  resists  the 
possession  of  the  United  States. 

This  has  been  already  proyed,  in  showing 
that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Bagot,  in  1817, 
^'  remonstrated  "  against  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the'  sloop-of-war  Ontario,  and  in 
the  notorious  fact  that  the  Ontario  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  the  object  of  her  voyage.  In  1818,  it 
is  shown  by  Mr.  Preyost,  that  it  was  still  the 
intention  of  the  American  Groyemment  to  set- 
tle the  country,  which  we  all  ^ow  has  not 
been  done.  His  words  are  these :  "  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  President,  in  sending  me  thus 
far,  was  to  obtain  such  information  of  the  place, 
its  access,  and  its  commercial  importance,  as 
might  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  noeasures  for  the  protection  and 
extension  of  the  establishment."  The  report  of 
Mr.  Preyost  was  most  fayorable  on  all  these 
points,  but  no  plan,  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
by  him,  has  been  submitted  to  Oongress  by  the 
Executiye ;  and,  since  that  period,  the  present 
British  Minister  in  Washington,  Mr.  Oanning, 
in  two  seyeral  interyiews  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  reference  to  the  bill  depending  in  the 
House  of  Representatiyes,  for  the  occupation  of 
the  Oolumbia  Riyer,  ^^  suggested  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  claims  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  with  which  he  conceiyed  that  such 
occupation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
would  conflict ;  and  requested  to  be  informed 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Goyemmeut 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect." 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  resistance,  and  resistance 
in  the  most  imposing  form.  It  is  direct  from 
the  Minister  of  England  to  the  American  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  is  face  to  face;  not  once 
only,  but  on  two  distinct  and  separate  occasions. 
It  goes  the  whole  length  of  unqualified  opposi- 


tion ;  renewing  the  ^'  daim  "  of  Great  Britain, 
warning  the  lUpublic  of  a  "  conflict,  ^^  and  call- 
ing upon  the  Executiye  to  dedare  its  "  inten- 
tions.^' What  Airther  the  Minister  would  hare 
said  or  done,  if  the  Executiye  had  ayowed  adis- 
poation  to  occupy  the  Columbia,  cannot  be 
known,  as  no  such  ayowid  was  made,  but 
enough  is  known  to  prove  that  the  Minister  of 
England  has  virtually  attempted  to  an^st  the 
progress  of  a  legislative  act  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States — ^an  attempt  which,  if  I  am 
not  greatly  mistaken  in  the  temper  of  the 
American  people,  will  accelerate  the  measure  it 
was  intended  to  impede. 

The  fourth  point :  I^t  the  party  in  poases- 
sion,  in  the  year  1828,  will  have  the  rtght  of 
possession  until  the  question  of  titJe  is  dedded 
by  war  or  negotiation. 

This  consequence,  scud  Mr.  B^  results  from 
the  terms  of  Uie  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
London.  That  artide  has  been  read.  The  read- 
ing of  it  will  have  dissipated  two  errors  which 
had  obtained  a  wide  spread  in  the  public  mind 
— ^first,  that  the  English  recognized  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  latitude  as  the  U>undary  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Padfic  Ocean;  and, 
second,  that  the  United  States  granted  to  her 
the  use  of  the  Oolumbia  River,  and  the  tntde  of 
its  inhabitants^  for  the  period  of  ten  yean. 
The  tacts  are,  that  the  boundary  is  only  fixed 
to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  each  is  considered  as  equal  to  all 
the  country  beyond.  Neither  surrenders  any 
part  of  its  own  claim ;  the  treaty  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  title  <tf 
either;  by  consequence,  neiuxer  is  considered 
as  having  accepted  a  privilege  frx>m  the  other ; 
but  each  retains  possession^  by  virtue  of  his  own 
daim  to  sovereignty,  and  each  agrees  to  tolerate 
the  possession  of  the  other  for  ten  years.  It  re- 
sults, of  course,  from  this  stipulation,  that  the 
party  in  possession,  at  the  end  of  the  ten  years^ 
will  have  the  right  of  possession  till  the  qaes- 
tion  of  title  shall  be  decided.  It  reqnires  no 
Vattel  to  tell  us  this.  The  prindpfe  is  the 
same,  in  national  and  in  municipal  law.  When 
the  title  is  disputed,  the  party  m  posseesion  of 
the  disputed  property  has  the  right  to  ke^  it 
till  the  question  of  title  is  decided,  by  a  ooozt 
of  justice,  when  the  dispute  is  between  individ- 
uals; and  by  arms  or  negotiation,  if  between 
nations.  In  the  case  betbre  the  Senate^  the 
United  States  have  a  right  of  possession  under 
the  Ghent  treaty,  and  a  right  of  entry  under 
the  treaty  of  1818 ;  but  the  latter  is  alrea^v 
half  run  out,  and  the  former  must  be  oonsidereSL 
as  abandoned,  if  not  renewed  and  efieetnallj 
asserted. 

Mr.  B.  made  further  remarks  upon  the  third 
article  of  the  London  treaty.  He  had  heard  it 
said  that  an  able  diplomatist  never  agned  a 
treaty  without  having  first  deposited  in  it  U^e 
seed  of  a  new  contestation.  If  so,  the  nego-> 
tiators  of  this  article  have  shown  themsdves 
eminently  able.    They  have  not  only  sowed  the 
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seed  of  a  new  contest  with  England,  but  with 
an  the  powers  who  may  choose  to  contend  with 
118  for  the  Northwest  coast  of  America.  They 
have  inserted  a  saving  danse  in  behalf  of  all 
o&er  " claims''  of  all  other  ^* States  and 
Powers  "  to  the  same  district  of  country.  When 
I  saw  this  gratuitous  and  extraordinary  reser- 
vation, I  cotdd  not  avoid  casting  my  eyes  to  the 
foot  of  the  treaty,  and  searching  among  the 
signatures  for  the  names  of  Nesselrode  and 
Oapo  D'Istria ;  not  seeing  their  names  there,  I 
nevertheless  believe  that  I  see  the  finger  of 
Russia  in  the  treaty  itself;  and  in  a  reservation 
so  vague  and  so  foreign  to  the  interest  of  the 
Bepublio,  every  one  may  see  the  poUoy  of  Eng- 
land, securing  to  herself  the  means  of  strength- 
ening her  own  pretensions  by  joining  to  them 
the  ''*'  claims  "  of  all  other  ^^  Powers  and  States." 

Mr.  B.  found  other  provisions,  to  him  unao- 
ooontable,  in  this  treaty.  The  ^  fishing  privi- 
lege "  is  yielded  to  us,  without  an  equivalent, 
which,  at  Ghent,  could  not  be  obtained,  except 
to  balanoe  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  he  found  the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbia 
a  concession  not  even  asked  for  at  Ghent^  more 
tiian  half  surrendered  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
associate  pretend^^  and  this,  too,  without  the 
shadow  of  an  equivalent  to  the  United  States ; 
unless,  indeed,  by  a  wb  Hlentio  agreement,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Oolumbia  was  substituted  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippij  as  the  price  of 
the  important  privilege  of  tabng  and  curing 
fish  on  the  desert  shores  of  Labrador  and  New- 
foundland. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  pursue  this  subject  any  ftar- 
ther.  He  flattered  himself  that  he  had  made 
good  all  the  points  which  he  had  taken  b^ore 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  BepnbUc,  partly  tltfongh  its  own  remissness) 
partly  from  the  concessions  of  our  Ministers  in 
London,  but  chiefly  from  the  bold  pretensions 
of  England,  is  in  imminent  danger  of  losingall 
its  territory  beyond  the  Bocky  Mountains.  The 
evils  of  such  a  loss  to  us,  and  the  advantage  cf 
SQch  an  acquisition  to  her,  are  too  obvious  to  be 
^re  insisted  upon.  Eveiy  one  can  see  that  the 
month  of  the  Oolumbia,  in  the  hands  of  Eng- 
land, would  be  immediately  converted  into  a 
grand  naval  station,  for  the  protection  of  her 
trade  and  navigation  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
for  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  all  other 
powers.  Not  an  American  ship  will  be  able  to 
show  itself  bevond  Cape  Horn,  but  with  the 
permission  of  the  EngliBh. 

The  direct  intercourse  between  Asia  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  intercepted. 
The  far  trade  of  the  Koclnr  Mountains  would 
ha  into  the  hands  of  British  subjects,  and  with 
it  the  entire  command  of  aU  the  Indians  of  the 
West  and  North,  to  be  turned  loose  upon  the 
frcntiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  Illinois 
and  Michigan,  upon  the  first  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 


TuBSBAT,  February  18. 
Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springe. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  I^esident  of  the  United 
States  to  offer  at  public  sale  the  salt  springs  and 
lead  mines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  public 
land  contiguous  thereto. 

Mr.  DioKEBSOK  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  a  substitute, 
providing,  in  substance,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  some 
fit  person,  skilled  in  mineralogy,  for  the  space 
of  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
reporting,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  mines  and 
minerals  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
and  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  aUowing  him  a 
salary  therefor, 

Mr.  DiOKXBsoH  supported  this  proposition, 
and  opposed  the  original  bill 

Mr.  Bbowk,  of  Louisiana,  advocated,  at  some 
length,  and  Mr.  Maoon  briefly,  the  expediency 
of  selling  the  mine  lands.  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  some  remarks  against  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Talbot  likewise,  in  its  present  shape. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the 
Senate  ac|journed. 


Vol.  YIL— 34 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

Election  of  PreHderU  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

At  12  o'clock  to-day,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  called  the  Senate  to  order ;  and  having 
stated  that  the  hour  had  arrived  at  which  the 
Senate  had  resolved  to  proceed  to  ^e  election 
of  "Presad&Dt pro  tempore^  he  requested  the  mem- 
bers to  prepare  their  ballots  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  accordiogly  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  |>r0  tern.,  ana  the  result  was  as 
follows : 
For  John  Qaillabd,  of  South  Oarolina   82 
For  James  Babboub,  of  Virginia  -       -     6 

Scattering 6 

So  Mr.  Gaillabd  was  elected  President  of  the 
Senate  pro  tempore;  and,  having  taken  the 
Ohair,  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Gemtlbmex  :  On  taking  the  station  with  which 
yoa  have  honored  me,  I  must  be  peimitted  to  tender 
yoa  my  acknowledgments  for  ao  flattering  an  evidence 
of  the  continnance  of  yonr  confidence  and  favor. 
Were  my  capacity  to  fill  this  place  commensncate 
with  yonr  kindneo,  or  eqnal  to  the  gratitude  I  feel^ 
I  mi^t  then  reasonably  expect  to  merit  yonr  appro- 
bation, which  woold  bs  the  highest  reward  I  oonld 
obtain,  and  the  most  ffratafying  compensation  for  the 
cares  and  solicitude  ^niioh  must  ever  be  attendant  on 
the  situation  to  which  I  am  called.  Forbidden,  how- 
ever, by  a  thoron^  conviction  of  my  deficiencies  in 
many  essential  respects  to  hope  for  so  favorable  a 
result,  I  must  again  throw  myself  for  encouragement 
and  support  on  your  known  liberality,  and  on  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  yonr  former  indulgence, 
and  they  will,  I  trust,  sustain  me  in  the  attempt  I 
shall  make  to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  on  me 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality ;  being  fully  peraoaded 
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that  I  shall  thereby  fiimiah  the  most  satufaotory  testi- 
mony that  can  be  offsred  of  my  high  respect  for  this 
body,  as  well  as  of  my  esteem  and  personal  regard 
for  the  indiyidnals  oomposing  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gaillabd  as  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  Pbbsidjsnt  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereof. 


Thubsdat,  February  20. 

ChrUtum  Indians  in  Ohio — Failure  qfths 

Mtp&Hmcntm 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rugolbs, 

Bewlvedf  That  the  Committee  on  finance  be  m- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
iq>propriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  snch  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for 
porchaaing  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  certain 
Indiana  have  in  and  to  three  several  tracts  of  land, 
of  four  thousand  acres  each,  lying  in  the  county  of 
Tuscaroras,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  lands  were 
granted  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1796,  to  the  ^^  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
among  the  Heathen,**  in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  uid 
benefit  of  the  said  Indians ;  said  purchase  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Society. 


Monday,  February  24. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  the  credentials 
of  John  Taylob,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  and  also,  the  credentials  of 
Nehemiah  R.  Knioht,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  for  the  same  term  of 


it ;  whether  it  was  right  for  Oongreas  to  gnni 
divorces  at  all^  (it  has  never  yet  granted  one,) 
&c.  It  was  agreed,  on  all  hands,  the  facts 
being  generally  admitted,  that  it  was  a  case  of 
great  hardship.  Messrs.  Babboub  and  South- 
ABD  advocated  the  bill  with  much  eamestnesi 
It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kma  of  New  Y(nk, 
Benton,  Mills,  Holboes  of  Maine,  and  Chas- 
dlbb.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  without 
taking  sides  on  the  bill,  spoke  in  oorroboratiaa 
of  the  facts  set  forth  by  the  petitioner,  and  as 
to  the  great  respectability  of  the  connectioDs  of 
the  lady  residing  in  Boston. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  biU 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
foUows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  D'Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Eentacky,  Johnson  of  Lonit- 
iana,  Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman,  Noble,  Parrott,  Sootii- 
ard,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Wiliiama  cf 
Tennessee — Id. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  Elliott,  Findlay,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Stokes,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi — 26. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Tuesday,  Febmary  25. 

Louisiana  Land  Titles, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable 
the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  Spanish 
titles  to  land,  within  the  State  of  Looisiana, 


^, ^^^^  **^^^„.w — , -w.  .^ .w  -^..-  —L  which  have  not  been  recognized  as  valid  by  the 

SIX  years ;  which  were  severally  read,  and  laidi  l^o^^pjament  of  the  United  States,  to  institote 
on  file. 

Case  of  Divorce, 

The  Senate  then  took  np  the  bill  to  divorce 
John  Wlieelwright,  of  Alexandria,  and  Oaro- 
line  Eliza  Wheelwright  his  wife. 

Mr.  W.  petitions  for  a  divorce,  on  the  gronnd 
of  the  insanity  of  his  wife,  at  ttie  time  of  his 
marriage,  (though  then  to  him  unknown ;)  of 
the  increase  of  the  malady  until  it  became  en- 
tirely settled  and  confirmed ;  of  its  having  now 
continued  for  several  years,  and  the  beUef,  (in 
which  he  has  the  opinion  of  the  physicians  in 
whose  care  she  has  been  long  placed,)  that  the 
insanity  is  incurable. 

A  long  and  feeling  debate  took  place  on  this 
bill — chiefly  on  these  points :  Whether  the  in- 
sanity actually  existed  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
so  as  to  render  the  contract  void ;  whether  an 
affliction  of  this  character  ought  to  dissolve  the 
marriage  contract ;  whether,  if  it  was  entitled 
to  relief,  the  tribunal  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  granting  such  relief  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, (where  the  marriage  was  contracted,)  was 
not  the  proper  place  for  the  petitions  to  seek 


proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof  and  for 
other  purposes ;  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  JomrsoN,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  and  urged  the  importance  of 
acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session.  He 
thought  it  was  not  only  the  duty  but  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  claims  embraced  by  the  bill. 
If  they  are  not  valid,  they  belong  to  the  United 
States,  and  should  be  brought  into  market, 
which  could  not  be  done  until  they  are  decided 
on.  Bat  he  complained  of  the  injury  done  to 
Louisiana,  by  keeping  large  claims  of  land  waste, 
within  the  limits  of  the  St^te.  Emigration  had 
then  been  checked,  and  tne  prosperity  of  &e 
country  retarded.  He  said,  when  the  subject 
was  under  consideration  some  days  since,  ht 
had  proposed  to  exclude  from  the  operation  of 
the  bill  three  large  claims  known  by  the  names 
of  Bastrop's,  Maison  Bouge's^  and  Houmas's,  not 
because  he  had  changed  his  opinion  since  he 
introduced  the  bill,  but  because  he  understood 
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it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Oommittee  on  Public 
Landd  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  decision  in  a 
separate  bilL  But  as  no  sach  bill  had  been 
slDce  introduced  for  the  purpose,  he  was  now 
opposed  to  the  amendment  under  consideration, 
reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  proposed  to  exclude  these  claims  from 
the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  considered  it  of 
tlie  first  importance  in  every  point  of  view,  that 
these  claims  should  be  also  ac^nsted  without 
further  delay. 

Upon  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose, 
which  occupied  more  than  three  hours.  It  was 
ultimately  adopted — ayes  27,  noes  10. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  several 
members,  that  the  three  claims  alluded  to, 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary,  but  be 
decided  on  by  Congress  itself;  though  the  Sen- 
ate seems  to  have  acted  on  the  grouud  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  a^ustment 
by  a  separate  bilL 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  favor  of  includ- 
ing the  three  hurge  claims,  named  above  in  the 
bUl,  were  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Yak 
Dtke,  Bbowk  of  Louisiana,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Mills;  and  those  w}iO  opposed  it  were 
Messrs.  Tatlob  of  Virginia,  Van  Bubbn, 
Eaton,  Lakman,  Babboub,  and  Ohandlbb. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  other  details 
of  the  bill,  and  the  adoption  of  several  amend- 
ments; and  after  rejecting  a  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  the  question  was  put 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays 
— ^y eas  28,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gail- 
lard.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Lonisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  lioyd  of  MassAchnsetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
Koble,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stokes, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van 
Boren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
y^wTTiim^  Morrill,  and  Smith  of  South  Carolina. 


Wkdxbsdat,  February  26. 

IK  zamcunvB  sessiok. 

Political  and  Cfafnmercial  state  of  the  Island  of 

St,  Domingo, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

pREfllDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATSS  : 
To  the  Smaie  of  the  United  States  : 

'By  a  resolution  of  the  27th  of  December  last,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  com- 
rnimicate  to  the  Senate,  such  information  as  he  might 
posseaS)  respecting  the  political  state  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo;  whether  the  government  thereof  was 
claimed  by  any  European  nation,  what  our  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  government  of  the  island  were, 
and  whether  any  farther  commercial  relations  with 
that  GoTemment  would  be  consistent  with  the  interest 
and  safety  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  import  of  the  resolution,  it  is  inferred 
t&at  the  Senate  were  fully  aware  of  the  delicate  and 


interesting  nature  of  the  subject  embraced  by  it,  in 
all  its  branches.  The  call  supposes  something  pecu« 
liar  in  the  nature  of  the  government  of  that  idand, 
and  in  the  character  of  its  population,  to  which  at- 
tention is  due.  Impressed  always  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  meet  eveiy  call  of  either  House  for  infor- 
mation, I  most  willingly  comply  in  this  instance, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  particular  circumstances  al- 
luded to. 

In  adverting  to  the  political  state  of  St  Domingo,  I 
have  to  observe,  that  the  whole  island  is  now  united 
under  one  government  under  a  constitution,  which 
retains  the  sovereignty  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
color,  and  with  provisions  which  prohibit  the  employ- 
ment in  the  government,  of  all  white  persons  who 
have  emigrated  there  since  1816,  or  who  may  here- 
after emigrate  there ;  and  which  prohibit,  also,  the 
acquisition,  by  such  persons,  of  the  right  of  citixen- 
ship,  or  to  real  estate  in  the  island.  In  the  exercise 
of  this  sovereignty,  the  government  has  not  been 
molested  by  any  European  power.  No  invasion  of 
the  island  has  been  made,  or  attempted,  by  any 
power.  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  the  relations 
between  the  Grovemment  of  France  and  the  island 
have  not  been  ac^usted,  that  its  independence  has  not 
been  recognized  by  France,  nor  has  peace  been  for- 
mally established  between  the  parties. 

The  establishment  of  a  government  of  a  people  of 
color  in  the  island,  on  the  principles  above  stated, 
evinces,  distinctly,  the  idea  of  a  separate  interest,  and 
a  distrust  of  other  nationa  Had  that  jealousy  been 
confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parent  country,  it 
would  have  been  less  an  object  of  attention.  But,  by 
extending  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  otiier  countries, 
with  whom  no  difference  ever  existed,  the  policy  as- 
sumes a  character  which  does  not  admit  of  a  like  ex- 
planation. To  what  extent  that  spirit  may  be  in* 
dulged,  or  to  what  purposes  applied,  our  experience 
has  yet  been  too  limited  to  enable  us  to  form  a  just 
estimate.  These  are  inquiries  more  peculiarly  inter- 
esting to  the  neighboring  islands.  They,  neverthe- 
less, deserve  the  attention  of  the  Umted  States. 

Between  the  United  States  and  the  island  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  exists,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  the 
object  of  this  Government  to  promote  it.  Our  com- 
merce there  has  been  subjected  to  higher  duties  than 
have  been  imposed  on  like  articles  from  some  other 
nations.  Is  has,  nevertheless,  been  extrusive;  pro- 
ceeding from  the  wants  of  the  respective  parties,  and 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  Of  this  discrimination 
to  our  ixguiy,  we  had  a  riffht  to  oomphun,  and  have 
complained.  It  is  expected  that  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  the  ishmd  will  be  placed  on  the  footing 
of  the  most  favored  natioa  No  preference  is  sought 
in  our  favor,  nor  ought  any  to  be  given  to  others. 
Regarding  the  high  interest  of  our  happy  Union,  and 
looidnff  to  every  circumstance,  which  may,  by  any 
possibility,  aflfect  the  tranquillity  of  any  part,  how- 
ever remotely,  and  guarding  against  such  injuiy,  by 
suitable  precautions,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government 
to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  and  by  a 
fair  and  honorable  policy,  the  best  interest  of  eveiy 
other  part,  and  thereby  of  the  whole.  Feeling,  pro- 
foundly, the  foroe  of  this  obligation,  I  shall  continue 
to  exert,  with  unwearied  «eid,  my  best  facilities  to 
ffive  it  eiSect. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

Februabt  25,  1828. 

The  Message  was  laid  on  the  table  for  con- 
sideration. 
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Thubbdat,  February  27. 
FofmnD  and  HaTri». 

The  bill  to  anthorice  the  adjostment  of  the 
aooounts  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris 
(formerly  contractors  for  bnilding  the  fortifica- 
tions on  Dauphin  Island,  now  abandoned)  was 
taken  up.  A  debate  of  considerable  duration 
took  place  on  this  bill  and  the  yarious  amend- 
ments offered  thereto. 

Mr.  JomiBON  was  opposed  to  tbe  postpone- 
ment of  the  biU.  He  said  the  object  of  the 
motion  seemed  to  be  to  postpone  the  bill  under 
consideration,  which  haa  been  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  for  the  pui^se  of  passing  the  bill 
from  Uie  House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners.  He  did  not  approve  of 
either  of  the  billa,  as  neither  of  them  is  calcu- 
lated to  afford  prompt  relief.  He  thought  the 
Senate^s  bill,  however,  best  calculated  to  attain 
that  object 

Mr.  J.  now  explained  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  exposed  the  hardships  to  which 
the  petitioners  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
cruel  iigustice  which  had  been  done  them  by 
€)ongress,  as  he  conceived,  in  withholding  the 
appropriations  necessary  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment, on  its  part,  to  fulfil  the  contract  made 
with  the  petitioners.  Farrow,  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  who  was  most  interested,  and  whom 
he  represented  as  being  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract a  gentieman  of  high  respectability,  and 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  Virginia, 
had,  in  consequence  of  tiiis  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Gk)vemment,  been  reduced  ft'om  a  state 
of  affiuence  and  independence  to  that  of  poverty 
and  want ;  and  he  had  been  harassed  and  op- 
pressed for  a  con^derable  time,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, without  the  least  fault  on  his  part.  He 
referred  to  the  contract.  In  the  monUi  of  July, 
1818,  Farrow  and  Harris  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Government  to  construct  on 
Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  Bay,  a  fort  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  engaged  to  be  on  the 
island  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1818,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the  works. 
And  it  was  stipulated  between  the  parties  that 
the  United  States  engineer  would  be  on  the 
island  at  the  time  specified,  and  designate  the 
spot  on  which  the  buildings  were  to  be  erected, 
and  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
to  be  executed.  It  appears  Farrow  and  Harris 
arrived  on  the  island  with  their  men,  materials, 
and  implements,  to  a  very  great  amount,  ready 
to  carry  Into  effect  their  part  of  the  contract. 
But  the  United  States  engineer,  who  was  to 
designate  the  site  for  the  intended  works,  did 
not  arrive  till  some  time  in  January ;  so  that 
the  contractors,  with  all  their  mechanics,  la- 
borers, and  overseers,  had  to  wait  nearly  two 
months  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty, 
and  woie  in  consequence  subjected  to  great  in- 
conveniences, and  sustained  heavy  losses.  Still, 
notwithstanding  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  the  contractors  had  commenced, 


and  progressed  rapidly  with  the  works;  tbef 
had  surmounted  the  difQcuItiee  that  had  im- 
peded their  progress;  the  materials  safficient 
for  the  completion  of  the  works  had  been  ob- 
tained ;  and  at  the  time  Congress  withhdd  the 
appropriations  which  occasioned  the  progree 
of  the  works  to  be  stopped,  there  was  even 
reason  to  believe  the  contract  would  soon  \/t 
fulfilled,  to  the  entire  satis&ction  of  tbe  Got- 
emment. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  in  his  report,  stites: 
''The  contract  for  fortifications  at  Dauphin 
Island  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the 
time  the  appropriation  was  withheld ;  and,  from 
the  means  applicable  to  its  prosecution,  as 
shown  in  the  table,  there  is  reason  to  belieT« 
its  progress  would  have  continued  to  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  and  that  it  would  be  erected 
within  the  estimate."  And  it  appears  bj  t 
statement  from  the  proper  department,  tbst  on 
account  of  $162,877,  advanced  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  Farrow  and  Harris,  a  credit  of  |4S,899 
is  allowed,  and  that  the  value  of  the  articles  on 
himd  applicable  to  the  works  is  set  doim  it 
$120,000— making  together  the  sum  of  $168,899 
— showing  a  balance  of  $6,647  due  to  FarroT 
and  Hams,  independentiy  of  the  heavy  dam- 
ages they  have  sustained  from  the  violation  of 
the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Government; 
and  for  which  they  are  certainly  entiHed  to 
compensation. 

Contracts  with  the  United  States  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  principles  as  between  indi- 
viduals ;  each  party  being  bound  to  fulfil  vbat 
they  agree  to  do,  and  the  party  that  &ib  to 
perform  the  agreement  is  liable  to  damages 

Thus  it  appears,  from  these  statements,  thit 
at  the  time  the  progress  of  the  works  was 
stopped  by  the  Government,  the  materials  on 
hand  were  perhaps  equal  to  the  completion  of 
the  works  contemplated,  and  the  means  neces* 
sary,  in  fuU  operation,  to  complete  them  in  a 
short  time,  and  all  the  expenses  incurred,  on 
which  the  profits  are  predicated.  Notwith- 
standing this  view  of  the  subject,  which  he  be 
lieved  to  be  correct,  the  contractors  have  been 
prosecuted  by  the  Government,  and  their  pn^ 
erty  withheld  to  a  large  amount,  and  a  salt  is 
now  actually  pending  against  them  and  th^ 
securities  to  recover  back  the  amount  of  ad- 
vances made  by  the  Government  on  account  of 
the  contract ;  after  deducting  the  value,  bj  ad- 
measurement^ of  so  much  of  the  work  as  was 
actuf^y  done,  at  the  contract  rates.  1^ 
amount  of  the  price  of  this  work,  added  to  the 
value  of  the  materials  on  hand,  at  a  fair  valoa- 
tion,  would  be  no  compensation  to  the  ooo- 
tractors.  By  this  mode  of  eettiement,  no  allow- 
ance would  be  made  for  the  great  investments 
of  capital,  or  for  the  labor  and  expenses  be- 
stowed in  collecting  the  materials,  and  p^P^' 
ing  for  the  execution  of  the  work;  nor  wo«^ 
any  allowance  be  made  for  the  losses  and  nsB 
incident  to  such  an  undertaking,  or  fbr  sacii 
materials  as  were  either  paid  or  contracted  for, 
though  not  actually  delivered.    The  profits  » 
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be  derived  from  his  contract  could  arise,  not 
from  the  collection  of  the  materials  on  the 
island,  bat  from  putting  the  materials  together 
in  the  construction  of  the  works. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  state,  that  about  80  or 
100  slayes  had  been  purchased  on  account  of 
the  GoYemment,  for  tne  purpose  of  executing 
the  works,  and  were  mortgaged  to  the  Goyem- 
ment  for  the  advances  made,  and  are  now  held 
subject  to  the  mortgage.  And  what  is  contem- 
plated to  be  done,  he  asked,  bj  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives?  It  provides  for 
the  sale  of  the  slaves  and  materials  alluded  to, 
for  prompt  payment,  with  the  view  of  giving 
the  contractors  credit  for  the  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales.  It  was  evident,  he  said,  that 
the  property,  if  thus  disposed  of,  would  be  sac- 
rificed. Besides,  the  power  of  Congress  to 
adopt  such  a  step  might  be  questioned.  If  the 
materials  furnished  for  the  fortifications  belong 
to  the  United  States,  they  require  no  law  to 
authorixe  the  sale  of  them.  If  they  are  the 
property  of  the  contractors.  Congress  has  no 
right  to  pass  a  law  directing  the  ^e  of  them. 
But,  presuming  the  materials  to  belong  to  the 
contractors,  and  admitting  the  power  thus  to 
dispose  of  them,  would  it  be  just  or  politic  to 
exercise  it  t  He  thought  not  The  materials 
are  wanted,  and  may  all  be  employed,  as  he  is 
informed,  in  completing  the  fortincations  now 
building  at  Mobile  Point,  three  miles  from 
Dauphin  Island.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  the  Qovemment  should  be  authorized  to 
receive  them  at  a  &ir  estimation,  leaving  the 
question  of  damages  open  for  further  investiga- 
tion. He  was  ateo  of  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  directed  by  this  act  to  receive 
the  slaves  in  auestion  at  the  price  for  which 
they  were  purchased,  or  at  least  to  discharge 
the  mor^2ige  on  them.  The  gentleman  who 
had  purchased  the  slaves  for  the  Grovemment 
liad  not  been  credited  with  the  amount  paid  for 
them,  nor  was  he  permitted  to  use  or  to  dispose 
of  them.  This  seems  to  present  a  case  of  pecu- 
liar hardship,  nor  could  he  reconcile  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject with  his  ideas  of  the  principles  of  justice. 

The  bill  under  consideration,  he  said,  requires 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  to  be  investigated,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  Congress  at  their  next  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  act  advisedly 
on  the  subject.  There  was  one  great  objection 
to  this  plan«  If  adopted,  the  a^jostment  of  the 
subjects  in  controversy  will  be  suspended  for 
another  year^greatly  to  the  iigory  of  all  parties 
concerned,  m  would  prefer  to  see  the  bill 
modified,  so  as  to  make  an  immediate  disposition 
of  the  materials  i^d  slaves  alluded  to,  in  the 
manner  he  had  suggested,  leaving  the  question 
of  damages  to  be  ascertained  as  provided  for  by 
the  bill.  Nevertheless,  he  preferred  this  bill  to 
the  cme  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 

The  motion  was  rdected,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 


Feidat,  February  S8. 

(hn&mment  Depants  in  BanJu. 

The  Presidsnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rela- 
tive to  loans  or  deposits  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  banks  from  the  year  1789  to  the  present 
time— rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate;  which  report  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Eaton,  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

Treasdbt  DEPABTicxifT,  Feb.  25,  1828. 

SiH :  In  obedience  to  a  recolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  **  to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  loans  of  mo- 
ney to  any  amount,  and  for  what  purpose,  have  been 
made  from  the  Treasury,  to  any  individuals  or  bank- 
ing institntions,  since  the  third  day  of  Ifarch,  1789, 
and  whether  such  loans,  so  made,  have  been  repaid, 
or  in  any  manner  adequately  secured,  so  that  the 
Qovemment  will  ultimately  be  satisfiKstorily  reim- 
bursed," I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  letters 
firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ftom  the  19th  of 
March,  1792,  to  the  17th  of  July,  1819,  mdusive,  to 
the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
its  branches,  and  to  the  officers  of  certain  State 
banks,  and  to  other  officers  and  individuals,  which 
contain  the  information  required  by  the  resolution,  as 
far  as  it  can  be  collected  from  the  correspondence  oi 
the  department. 

By  reference  to  the  papers  numbered  from  1  to  11, 
inclusiTe,  it  is  apparent  that  loans  in  fact,  though  not 
in  terms,  were  oiFered  by  the  Treasniy  Department 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  State 
banks  to  which  they  were  directed. 

By  the  first  of  these  letterv,  dated  the  19th  March, 
1792,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informed  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  that  it 
had  been  represented  to  him  that  an  unueuaOy  large 
sum  of  money  had,  and  would  become  due  to  the 
United  States,  from  importers  in  the  district  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  month  of  March,  1792,  and  reminded 
him  that,  in  consequence  of  standing  circular  instruc- 
tions, the  collector  of  the  district  would  receive  from 
the  merchants,  as  cash,  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  bsued  for  a  longer  period  of 
payment  than  thirty  days,  and  that  he  would  judge 
how  far  it  might  be  convenient  to  make  operations 
payable  in  such  notes,  which  might  not  be  convenient 
if  payable  immediately  in  specie  or  cash  notes.  On 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  was  addressed, 
by  the  same  officer,  to  the  Preddent  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  stating  tiiat  it  has  been  intimated  to  him 
that  considerable  sums  of  duties  had  become  due,  or 
were  to  fall  due,  in  Baltimore,  in  the  course  of  the 
month,  and  that  it  was  at  all  times  his  wish  to  give 
to  the  merchants  as  much  facility  as  the  public  busi- 
ness would  admit;  that  he  had,  therefore,  deter- 
mined, if  he  should  incline  to  make  discounts  for  the 
importers,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  duties  due  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  April  thereafter,  he  would  leave 
a  smn  of  money  equal  thereto,  in  his  hands,  for  sixty 
days  after  the  dates  of  the  notes. 

By  his  letters  of  the  10th  of  April,  1792,  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Bank  of  the  ynited  States  and  oi  the 
Bank  of  Maryland  were  informed  that  circomstancet 
within  his  knowledge  indticed  him  to  state  that  the 
operation,  suggested  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of 
March,  continued  to  be  desirable  in  relation  to  those 
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who  hare  payments  to  make  at  the  costom^hoose,  in 
the  conrae  of  that  month.  By  his  letter  of  the  8th  of 
Decemher,  1792,  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  informed  that  the  Secretary  had  no 
objection  that  notes  in  which  the  Goverxmient  was  in- 
terested should  be  renewed  for  thirty  days  in  all  cases 
where  it  could  be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  the  pub- 
lic. By  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  —  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1793,  the  presidents  of  the  offices  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  Baltimore 
were  informed  that  an  airangement  had  been  made 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  accom* 
modation  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
bonds  for  duties  were  to  become  payable  between  that 
date  and  the  last  day  of  the  ensuing  month,  by  which 
the  bank  would  discount  the  notes  of  such  merchants 
as  were  indebted  to  the  custom-house,  for  thirty  days, 
for  the  respective  sums  that  should  become  payable ; 
the  bank  to  receive  those  notes  from  the  collector  as 
cash,  to  be  drawn  for  only  by  the  collector.  "The 
president  of  the  office  was  informed  that,  if  a  similar 
arrangement  appeared  to  him  to  be  requisite  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  merchants  of  New  Yozk,  he 
would  not  draw  for  the  sums  that  had  relation  to 
the  transaction,  until  about  the  middle  of  May  there- 
affcer.  On  the  5  th  of  March,  1793,  a  similar  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  presidents  of  the  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  at  Boston  and  Providence.  His 
letters  of  the  6th  of  April,  1793,  and  the  16th  of 
February,  1797,  marked  10,  11,  have  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view ;  that  is  to  say,  they  offer,  as  induce- 
mento  to  the  banks  to  discount  the  notes  of  persons 
indebted  upon  duty  bonds,  that  the  amount  of  such 
bonds  shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  banks  until  the 
, notes  discounted  were  payable,  or  that  post  notes 
shall  bo  receivable  by  the  collector  in  dischaige  of 
such  bonds. 

The  latter  of  these  letters  relates  to  the  case  of  an 
individual,  in  whose  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury submits  to  the  consideration  of  the  bank,  whether 
an  accommodation  could  not  be  granted  to  him,  on 
condition  that  the  sum  discounted  should  be  paid  in 
a  post  note,  to  be  deposited  with  the  collector  of  the 
customs.  This  representation  was  made  in  conse- 
quence of  the  individual's  being  unable  to  obtain  a 
credit  at  the  custom-house  on  a  cargo  of  coffee,  be- 
cause he  had  duty  bonds  to  a  considerable  amount 
then  due.  It  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  23d  of 
February,  1793,  already  referred  to,  that  arrange- 
mento  of  that  nature  were  made,  verbally,  with  the 
hank,  as  the  arrangement  referred  to  in  that  letter  is 
not  of  record  in  the  office. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks,  generally,  does  not  show 
upon  what  account  the  deposito  in  those  banks  were 
made.  The  letters  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurer 
are  still  more  general,  simply  directing  the  depout 

The  aooounte  of  the  Treasurer  wit^  the  banks,  an- 
terior to  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1811,  have  not 
been  preserved ;  no  inference,  therefore,  can  be 
drawn,  from  the  state  of  the  accounts,  as  to  the  object 
or  purpose  for  which  any  deposit  was  made,  previous- 
ly to  that  date.  From  the  accounts  with  the  banks, 
from  that  period,  it  appears  that  many  deposits  were 
made  by  transferring  public  money  from  one  bank  to 
another,  when  the  amount  in  the  bank  to  which  the 
transfer  was  made  was  much  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  the  drafts  drawn  upon  it.  Although  the  infer- 
ences which  may  be  drawn  from  the  state  of  the  ac- 
counts between  tiie  Treasurer  and  a  bank  in  which 


deposite  are  made,  apparently  not  required  for  thi 
public  expenditure,  cannot  be  oonsderad  as  coDch- 
sive  evidence  that  such  deposito  were  made  to  SBStna 
the  bank  against  a  ran,  or  press  upon  it^  or  to  ladm 
its  operations;   yet  the  presumption  is  saffideadr 
strong  to  make  it  proper  to  present  a  few  of  ihoie 
cases.     On  the  6th  of  March,   1812,  a  dnft  im 
drawn  for  $50,000,  in  favor  of  the  Meehaaics  Bsak 
of  New  York,  upon  the  State  Bank  at  Charlesfeoa, 
and  on  the  7th  of  May,  for  $80,000.     On  tlw  24l  of 
March,  there  was  on  deposit,  in  the  former  bank, 
$432,000,  which  was  not  reduced  below  $319,000 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month ;  and  on  the  4th 
of  May,  the  deposit  was  $133,000,  which  sum  vm 
not  diminished  during  the  month ;  and  at  the  end  <£ 
the  quarter  it  had  increased  to  $224,000.     Then 
were  drawn  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Pennayinh 
nia  the  following  draf^  viz :  12th  March,  1812,  upea 
the  Union  Bank  of  Boston,  $50,000 ;  6th  July,  upac 
the  State  Bank  of  Boston,  $49,000 ;  in  Octoher  ef 
the  same  year,  upon  the  Bai^  of  Baltimore,  $200,000; 
and  upon  the  Manhattan  Company,  $100,000.    Al 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  there  was  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  books  of  the  baak, 
$133,000,  which   was  not  diminished   during  te 
month ;  and  at  ite  dose,  amounted  to  $294,000.    At 
the  date  of  the  ,  second,  the  deposit  amounted  ts 
$164,000,  which  continued  increasing,  and  amounted, 
on  the  17th  August,  to  $403,000 ;  and  at  the  end  ef 
the  quarter,  to  $636,000.    On  the  6th  of  O^obet, 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  in  that  month,  it  amoout- 
ed  to  $465,000,  and  at  the  close  of  the  month,  ts 
$593,000.     The  records  of  the  office  afibi^  do  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Secretuy 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  these  transfers ;  and  many 
others,  <^  a  similar  nature,  were  made  from  time  to 
time.    But  on  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  the  Caahierof 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  letter  of  that  date,  in- 
formed the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  great 
and  unprecedented  demand  upon  that  inatxtotioo  for 
specie,  principally  from  the  eastward,  indnced  him  to 
request  that,  if  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
Goverxmient,  he  would  give  him  drafts  either  on  Nev 
Ydrk  or  Boston,  to  an  amount  that  would  counteract 
those  demands,  stating  that  the  amoxmt  of  specie  ia 
the  vaulto  but  littie  exceeded  $200,000,  and  that  the 
demands  of  the  bank  upon  those  to  the  aoathwai^  of 
Philadelphia,  if  called  for,  might  put  them  to  serious 
inconvenience.     Upon  this  representation,  a  draft 
was,  on  the  8th  of  the  month,  drawn  by  the  Treas- 
urer, in  favor  of  the  bank,  for  $150,000^  upon  the 
Bank  of  New  York.     Upon  the  28th  of  Febmaiy 
preceding  this  transaction,  there  was  in  the  bank  a 
deposit  of  $755,000,   and  on  the  31st  of  March, 
$799,000.     By  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  President 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  it  appears  that,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1801, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmj  made  a  deposit  in  that 
bank  of  $50,000,  to  enable  it  to  sustain  itself  against 
a  run  wUch  was  then  making  upon  it,  and  that  other 
sums  were  subsequentiy  deposited  in  that  bank  by 
the  department,  to  aid  in  ite  operations.    In  the  let* 
ter  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  tits 
27th  May,  1818,  to  Stephen  Giraid,  he  is  informed 
that  **  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  rela- 
tive to  the  deposit  of  the  public  moneys  drawn  from 
your  bank,  in  favor  of  the  public  agents,  waa  to 
shield  you  against  the  attacks  of  the  inooiparatad 
banks,  to  whom  such  money  would  otherwise  ha^e 
been  transferred ;  and  the  magnitude  of  your  con- 
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tiBct  might  ihns  have  been  rendered  higbly  prejndi- 
cial  to  joor  insdtation.  It  is  the  particular  province, 
and  it  has  been  the  practice,  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  direct  the  mon- 
eyed operations  of  the  public,  to  the  preservation  of 
onedit,  by  maintaining  the  equilibrium  between  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  the  countxy ;  and  as  it  has 
protected  your  institution,  by  the  arrangement  alluded 
to,  so  it  will  guard  those  institutions  against  any  un- 
due pressure  which  the  public  f^nds  m  your  vaults 
may  enable  you  to  direct  against  them.  I  am  in- 
formed that  you  have  made  some  very  heavy  and 
mmecessaiy  drafts  of  specie  from  several  banks,  and 
particularly  from  the  Pennsylvania  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Banks,  with  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
persevere,  which  has  excited  considerable  apprehen- 
sion. I  therefore  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  you, 
that  a  continuance  of  ihat  system  will  induce  the 
prompt  application  of  a  specific  remedy.** 

From  my  personal  intercourse  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  I 
know  he  oitertained  the  sentiments  communicated  in 
this  letter,  and  I  presume  they  have  been  entertained 
hy  all  of  his  predecessors  and  successors  in  office,  and 
acted  upon  whenever  oases  occurred  which  rendered 
it  necessary. 

"^lien  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnxy,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1816,  the  banks  in 
all  the  States,  except  those  in  Massachusetts,  had 
Bospended  specie  payments.  My  immediate  prede- 
cessor in  office  had  made  an  ineffectual  attempt,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  to  induce  them  to  commence 
specie  payments,  by  discharging,  in  specie,  all  notes 
not  exceeding  five  dollars.  By  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  to  go  into  operation 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1817.  It  was,  after  mature 
deliberation,  determined  that  another  effort  should 
be  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  to  induce  the 
State  banks  to  aid  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
restoring  the  currency  to  a  sound  state.  There  was 
then  in  the  Treasury  more  than  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  and  the  esti- 
mate of  receipts  for  the  year  1817,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  Department,  that  no  part 
of  the  sums  then  in  the  State  banks  should  be  drawn 
from  them  before  the  1st  of  July,  unless  the  receipts 
ahonld  not  be  equal  to  the  expenditure — an  event 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend — and  that, 
after  that  time,  it  should  be  gradually  drawn,  as  the 
public  service  should  require,  but  in  no  case  were 
drafts  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  unless  it  should  become  necessary  to  protect 
it  against  the  State  banks.  This  advantageous  pro- 
position was  declined  without  hesitation.  The  banks 
m  the  principal  Atlantic  cities,  however,  entered  into 
an  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
bj  which  they  engaged  to  resume  specie  payments, 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1817,  the  resumption, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  became  general  throughout 
the  Union.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  some 
of  the  banks  in  the  Westem  States  stopped  payment. 
The  sndden  fall  in  the  price  of  all  domestic  articles, 
which  occurred  about  the  same  period,  created  a 
general  pressure  upon  the  banks.    In  the  winter  and 

r'ng  of  1819,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  in 
o^nlon  of  the  enlightened  officer  who  presided 
o^er  its  direction,  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  its  credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its 
creditora,  and  to  the  support  which  it  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department.    Such  were  my  impres- 


sions of  its  critical  state,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
accept  propositions  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have  been 
declined. 

During  this  general  pressure,  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict, which,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  office  of 
discount  and  deposit  in  the  cit7,  had  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  that  event  to  reduce  their  circulations,  by 
contracting  their  discounts,  were  pressed  by  continual 
and  increasing  demands  for  specie  from  the  eastward, 
and  by  the  return  of  their  notes  upon  them  from  the 
westem  parts  of  Virginia,  where  certain  banks,  char- 
tered by  that  State,  bad  commenced,  or  were  prepar- 
ing to  commence  business.  Pressed  thus  on  both 
sidfis,  their  means  of  meeting  the  demands  made 
upon  them,  and  of  preseiring  their  credit,  were  be- 
lieved to  be  insufficient  In  this  critical  situation, 
several  of  them  applied,  personally,  by  their  directors, 
to  the  Department,  to  ascertain  whether,  in  case  of 
great  emergency,  they  would  receive  any  support 
Considering  this  crisis  as  highly  important  to  the 
nation,  and  believing  that  a  failure  of  one  or  more 
of  those  banks  would  produce  a  general  run  upon  all, 
of  a  different  nature  from  that  i^ich  was  then  press- 
ing upon  them,  assurances  were  given  that  a  reason- 
able support  might  be  relied  upon. 

In  consequence  of  this  assurance,  deposits  were, 
from  time  to  time,  made  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, the  Mechanics  Bank,  and  the  Franklin  Bank, 
of  the  same  place ;  in  the  Union  and  Central  Banks 
of  Georgetown ;  in  the  Bank  of  Washington,  and  in 
the  Patriotic  Bank.  All  these  sums  have  been  re- 
paid, except  the  sum  of  ^8,000,  deposited  in  the 
Fraiildin  Bank  of  Alexandria.  The  whole  of  the 
funds  of  that  bank  have  been  assigpaed  to  the  United 
States,  and  legal  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  the 
amount  from  the  debtors  of  the  bank.  The  letter  of 
that  officer,  which  is  herewith  communicated,  shows 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  loss  to  ihe  United 
States.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  the  Treasurer,  direct- 
ing the  deposits  to  be  made  in  that  bank  to  his  credit, 
are  also  communicated.  These  deposits  were  made 
upon  the  representations  of  General  Thompson  Ma- 
son, then  collector  of  the  district  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  John  T.  Kicketts,  Esq.,  who  were  both  men  of 
great  respectability,  and  considerable  stockholders  in 
the  bank.  W.  T.  Swann,  Esq.,  a  man  of  the  furest 
character,  and  of  considerable  property,  was  then  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  No  doubt  was  entertained  of 
the  integrity  with  which  the  bank  was  administered, 
and  of  its  capacity,  if  aided  for  a  short  time,  of  pre* 
serving  its  credit,  and  of  meeting  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  deposited  by  him  to  his 
credit  This  anticipation,  it  is  believed,  would  have 
been  realized,  had  not  the  notes  of  the  bank  been  so 
successfully  counterfeited  as 'to  have  imposed  upon  its 
officers  to  a  considerable  amount.  *The  same  misfor- 
tune befell  the  Central  Bank  of  Geoxgetown.  In  the 
month  of  May  of  the  same  year,  when  tlie  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia  was  about  to  set  out  on  his 
journey  through  the  interior  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Marylimd,  and  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding payment  of  the  special  deposit  which  had 
been  transferred  to  that  baxuc,  he  represented  to  the 
Department  that  he  should  be  at  very  considerable 
expense,  and  that,  during  his  absence,  there  might 
be  a  press  made  upon  the  bank,  and  therefore  re- 
quested that  a  deposit  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars 
might  be  made  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  Qf  the 
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Treasurer.  Ab  do  duuge  was  to  be  made  for  the  ex- 
peziM  and  riak  which  was  incnrredi  in  canying  a 
large  amount  of  bank  notes  through  the  conntzy,  the 
request  was  considered  reasonable,  and  the  deposit 
was  accordingly  made.  This  bank  has  never  ceased 
to  pay  itB  notes  in  specie,  on  demand. 

These  are  all  the  transactions  with  banks  which 
are  belieyed  to  be  within  the  intent  or  tenns  of  the 
resolution,  except  certain  transactions  with  the  banks 
in  this  district,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817, 
which  were  q>ecifically  reported  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1817,  and  printed 
among  the  public  documents  of  that  session.  In  that 
report,  it  is  stated  that  a  deposit  of  $76,000  had  been 
made  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  George- 
town, to  sustain  it  in  its  operations,  immediatcJ^y  after 
resuming  specie  paymentsi  The  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Treasury  in  sustaining  the  credit  of  banks, 
di^sed  to  act  correctly,  was,  in  this  communication, 
frankly  disclosed  to  Congress,  when  not  the  slightest 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  was  manifested,  or  the 
right  or  propriety  of  the  practice  called,  directly  or 
Indirectly,  in  question. 

It  is  presumed  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  lend  the  public  money  to  individ- 
uals.  By  reference  to  letters  numbered  from  12  to 
16,  inclusive,  it  will  be  found  that  public  money  has 
been  advanced  to  individuals,  which,  however,  have 
that  appearance ;  but  it  is  possible  that  those  transac- 
tions may  admit  of  explanations,  which  may  take 
fVom  them  that  character.  From  Nos.  14,  15,  it  ap- 
pears that  considerable  sums  were,  in  1798,  advanced 
to  Lane  k  Salter,  and  others,  to  enable  them  to  erect 
the  neoessaiy  machinery  for  making  cannon,  when 
no  contract  tar  that  object  had  been  made.  The  only 
case  which  has  occurred  since  I  took  charge  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  can  have  g^ven  rise  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution,  is  one  connected  with  the 
public  money  deposited  by  the  Receiver  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  that 
place. 

That  bank,  a  short  time  alter  the  date  of  its  agree- 
ment with  the  Department,  in  1819,  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  has  not,  when  called  upon,  offered  any 
explanations,  or  given  anv  reply,  to  the  several  let- 
ters addressed  to  it  by  me  Department.  When,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  Mr.  Whann  visited  Cincin- 
nati, as  the  agent  of  tiie  Treasury,  to  convert  the 
special  deposit  into  current  notes  or  specie,  or  to  ob- 
tain acknowledgments  that  should  bear  interest, 
he  reported  that  all  the  banks  upon  which  he  had 
called,  with  the  exception  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics, had  shown  a  disposition  to  act  fairly — had 
exposed  to  him  the  state  of  their  affairs,  and  given 
him  such  explanations  as  were  satisfactory;  but  that 
the  officers  of  that  bank  had  refused  to  expose  the 
state  of  its  affairs,  or  giie  explanations  of  any  kind. 
It  also  refused  to  give  any  receipt  or  acknowledgment 
of  the  amount  which  had  been  deposited  in  it  No 
return  has  vet  been  made  by  the  bank  to  the  Treas- 
urer, or  to  his  office,  stating  the  amount  in  its  pos- 
session. These  circumstances  had  produced  a  most 
unfavorable  impression,  not  only  as  to  the  integrity 
with  which  the  bank  was  directed,  but  also  as  to  its 
solvency.  In  the  spring  of  1820,  Colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  agent  of  his  brother,  applied  to 
the  Department  to  ascertain  whether,  upon  his  trans- 
ferring notes  to  the  United  States,  upon  persons  in 
good  credit,  in  this  place,  a  credit  would  be  given  to 


his  brother  for  the  amount  with  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Bank.  Believing,  as  I  did,  iram  the  cir- 
cumstances whicH  have  been  stated,  that  the  dtkX  doe 
by  the  bank  was  not  safe,  and  that  notes  upon  sohent 
persons  in  this  place  afforded  a  more  certain  proqieet 
of  receiving  payment  than  from  the  bank,  the  ofe 
was  accepted,  and  notes,  to  the  amount  of  $30,583  34, 
a  considerable  proportion  of  which  were  secured  \j 
mortgage,  were  deposited  in  the  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  in  this  place,  and  a  credit  for  the  amoont 
given  to  Colonel  Johnson  with  the  bank  at  Cincin- 
nati. The  transaction,  however,  was  never  consid- 
ered as  a  loan  of  money.  It  was,  in  fact,  changii^ 
one  debt  for  another,  and  receiving,  as  it  was  then, 
and  is  still  believed,  a  better  security  for  it  than  what 
was  given  in  exchange.  Subsequent  reflection,  how^ 
ever,  upon  the  subject,  excited  doubts  whether  the 
responsibility  of  changing  the  nature  of  any  debt  due 
to  the  United  States,  except  by  taking  o^tenl  or 
additional  security,  ought  to  be  incurred  by  the  De- 
partment An  application  of  a  umilar  kmd,  made 
subsequently,  by  me  same  gentleman,  was  accord- 
ingly declined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Jobs  Qaillabd, 

JPretideni,  pro  tem^  of  the  Smaie, 


Satubdat,  March  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  adhere  to 
their  amendment  to  the  resolution  directing  the 
printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress,  from  the 
6th  day  of  September,  1774,  to  the  3d  day  of 
November,  1786. 

[This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  but 
one,  and  the  loint  rule  of  Congress  forbidding 
that  any  bill  shall  be  presented  to  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States,  for  his  approbation,  on 
the  last  day,  the  Senate  continued  in  sessioD 
until  near  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  con- 
sidering the  remaining  bills  from  the  other 
House ;  and  in  reading  the  third  time  and  pass- 
ing tbose  bills  which  had  previously,  yest^-day 
and  to-day,  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading.] 


Monday,  March  8. 

Having  received  official  information  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  approved 
the  several  bills  presented  for  his  signature, 

The  Senate  appointed  Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr. 
KiNe,  of  New  York,  to  g^ve  the  customary 
notice  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  had  completed  all  the  legisdative  bus- 
iness before  them,  and  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideratiaa 
of  Executive  business,  and  continued  so  occu- 
pied until  half  past  8  o'clock ;  when  they  ad- 
journed to  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Senate  resumed  its  session, 
and  continued  with  closed  doors  (deliberating 
on  Executive  nominations,  it  was  understood) 
until  a  late  hour ;  when  the  Senate  acyooixiea 
sine  die. 
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PBOOEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoiTDAT,  December  2, 1822. 

At  12  o^olockjjpreolselj,  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  P. 
P.  Basbovb,  of  Virginia,)  took  the  chair,  and 
Mi,  Samuel  Buboh,  principal  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives, 
called  over  the  roll  of  members,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  tiie  following  members  were  pres- 
ent, vix: 

From  Mame — Joshua  Cnshman,  Joseph  Dane, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  Enoch  Lincolzi,  and 
William  D.  Williamson. 

From  New  Hampthire — Jonah  Butler,  Matthew 
HarveT,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plnmer,  jr.,  Na- 
thaniel Upham,  and  Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

From  MaatachueUa — Samuel  C.  Allen,  Frands 
Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  W.  Dwight,  William 
Eusds,  TimoUiy  Fuller,  Bei\jamin  Gorham,  Aaron 
Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Jolm  Reed,  and  Jonathan 
BasselL 

F\nim  Bhode  Idamd—d^  Duifee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

F^rom  ComecUad^'Soye^  Barber,  Henry  W.  Ed- 
wanl%  John  Rnss,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebeueier  Stod- 
daid,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  VermoiU — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Elias  Keys, 
BoUm  C.  Mallary,  John  Mattocki,  and  Phineas 
White. 

From  New  Tbrib-— Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  Sam- 
uel Campbell,  Alfred  Conkling,  John  D.  Dickinson, 
John  Gebhaid,  James  Hawks,  Thomas  H.  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Kirkland,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Richard  MoCarty, 
Waller  Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  William  B.  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Buggies, 
Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Micah  Sterling,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Albert  H.  Traoy,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
William  W.  Van  Wyck,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas 
Wood,  and  David  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jermf — Ephralm  Bateman,  George 
Cascedv,  Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcombe,  James 
liatla<»:,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  Pemuj^vama^^dbn  Brown,  William  Dar- 
fiagton,  Gecnge  Denison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Patrick 
Fsnelljr,  John  Findlay,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McShernr,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas 
MoRay,  jr.,  Thomas  Patterson,  John  Phillips,  George 
Phuner,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  and  John  Tod. 

From  Delawart — ^Lonis  McLane. 

JVmi  iteyftHMl— Philip  Reed,  Joseph  Eenty  Peter 


litde,  John  Ndsoo,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  R.  War- 
field,  and  Robert  Wright 

Fivm  Vuyima — Mark  Alexander,  William  S. 
Archer,  BurweU  Bassett,  Robert  S.  Garaett,  Edward 
B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy,  Charles 
F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ran 
dolph,  Ardiur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Ste- 
venson,  George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  CbraUMi— Wdliam  S.  Blackledge, 
Hutohins  G.  Burton,  Hen^  Coimer,  Welden  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeil,  Rmnulus  M.  Saunders,  Felix 
Walker,  and  Lewis  WiUiams. 

From  South  Coro^mo— Joseph  Gist,  Thomas  R. 
liCtoheU,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

F^rom  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  GUmer^ 
Edward  F.  Tatnall,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

From  JCen<iid(|y— James  D.  Breckenridge,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  Frauds  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Thomas  MetcaUe,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony 
New,  David  Trimble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Temeeme: — Robert  Allen,  Newton  Caimon, 
John  Cooke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  OUo—lArn  Barber,  David  Chambers,  Thos. 
R.  Ross,  John  Sloane,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

From  lAndtiana — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

From  Mistimppi — ^Christopher  Rankin. 

Fhm  lUmow—Dnmidk  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Mumuri~~John  Scott 

The  following  new  members  appeared,  to 
wit: 

Firtm  jratfia— Mark  Harris,  in  the  room  of  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  resigned. 

From  Penntsflvama — ^Walter  Forward,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Baldwin,  resigned ;  and  Thomas  Forrest,  in 
the  room  of  William  Mllnor,  resigned. 

From  Dellawam— Daniel  Rodney,  in  the  room  of 
CsBsar  A  Rodney,  resigned. 

From  Virgmior-^Bxa.eA  Stephenson,  in  the  room 
of  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  deceased;  and 

From  Indiana — Jonathan  Jennings,  in  the  room 
of  William  Hendricks,  resigned — 

Who  severally  produced  their  oredentiala, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Jambs  Woodson  Batks,  the  Delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  ArkaDsaSi  also  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  a  anomm  of  this 
House  was  formed,  and  was  reaaj  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  also,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  act 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  inform  him  that  the 
two  Houses  were  in  session,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  might  have 
to  make  to  them. 

BaUotiTig  for  Clerk, 

After  receiving  a  message  from  the  Senate, 
by  their  Secretary,  that  tiiey  had  formed  a 
quorum — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Dougherty,  Esquire,  late 
Clerk  of  this  House. 

This  being  an  office  to  which  persons  other 
than  members  of  the  House  may  be  elected, 
nominations  of  candidates  are,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  required  previous  to  election ;  and 
twenty  persons  were  nominated  as  candidates 
for  the  office. 

[Six  ballotizigs  were  had  without  a  minority  for 
any  one.] 

Tuesday,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Con- 
necticut, Daniel  Buebows  ;  from  New  York, 
Charles  Bobland,  jr.,  and  John  J.  Mobgan  ; 
from  Maryland,  Raphael  Neale;  from  Vir- 
ginia, "WiLLLAM  Smith,  John  Flotd,  and  Tho- 
mas L.  MooBE ;  from  Kentucky,  John  Speed 
Smith;  and  from  Ohio,  John  W.  Campbell, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speakeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, enclosing  authentic  returns  of  the 
election  of  Thomas  Fobbest,  Samuel  D.  Ing- 
ham, and  Walteb  Fobwabd,  to  serve  in  this 
House  as  Bepresentatives  of  that  State  in  the 
room  of  William  Milnor,  Samuel  Moore,  and 
Henry  Baldwin,  who  have  resigned;  which 
letter  and  returns  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsident 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  House.  / 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  proceedings, 
ante  page  848.] 

Election  of  Cleric. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  rthe  7th 
time)  for  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Clerk  of 


the  House,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Thomas 
Dougherty,  Esq. 
The  eleventh  ballot  gave — 

For  Matthew  St.  Clair  Claike,   .        .     98 
For  Robert  Temple,       ...  48 

ScatteriDg, 4 

So  Matthew  St.  Claib  Clabke,  having  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  by  the 
Speakeb  to  be  duly  elected  Clerk  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Clabks  accordingly  attended,  and  was 
sworn  into  office. 


Wedkbsdat,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, JosiAH  Cbtjdxjp,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Anew  membe^  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, A2n>BEw  B.  GovAN,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  James 
Overstreet,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Thxibsdat,  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Andbew  Stewabt,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Claim  of  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  oaUed  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  communication  made 
at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
by  the  P^ident  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  the  correspondence  which 
had  t&en  place  between  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  the  United  States  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchals.  The  sub- 
ject had  then  been  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, which  did  not  report  upon  it.  He  now 
moved  that  the  subject  be  again  referred  to  i 
select  committee. 

Mr.  CoNDiOT  suggested  that  the  better  course 
would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims  for  investigation,  and  made  a  motioD 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Wilijascs,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that 
this  claim  differed  from  ordinary  claims  so  tar 
(the  evidence  in  support  of  it  being  so  volumin- 
ous, and  the  questions  it  embraced  of  snch 
magnitude  and  difficulty)  that  it  ought  not  to 
take  the  course  of  common  cases  of  claims,  but 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He 
intimated,  further,  that  no  committee  coold 
properly  examine  the  questions  involved  in  this 
claim,  vTithout  devoting  nearly  the  whole  ses- 
sion to  it. 

Mr.  Stevenson  further  supported  the  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  in  preference  to  the 
standing  committee ;  when — 

The  question  on  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative.  And  the  subject  was  referred  to  i 
select  committee  of  five  members ;  and  Mr. 
Andbew   Stevenson,  Mr.  CAMBBsunfOi  Mr. 
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Fbakois  JoHKSoir,  Mr.  Dwioht,  and  Mr.  Hol- 
ooMBB,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Election  of  Chaplain. 

The  resolation  from  the  Senate  for  the  choice 
of  two  Ohaplwns — one  for  each  House — having 
been  received,  was  taken  np,  and  ooncnrred  in. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Batemak,  the  House 
proceeded  to  make  a  choice  bj  ballot  of  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part. 

And  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bbeoxxnbidge,  of  Ken- 
tnckj,  was  ^ected  Ohaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Ja- 
Biz  Lbftwioh,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsjlvania, 
Samttbl  D.  Inoham,  elected  to  snpplj  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  bj  the  resignation  of  Samuel 
Moore,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
bis  seat. 

SoLOMOir  SiBLBT,  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 

86ftL. 


Monday,  December  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuxl  Lathbop,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Ditburwment  of  Public  Moneys. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bin,  reported  at  the  last  session,  ^  con- 
cerning the  disbursement  of  public  moneys.*' 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr,  Basssxt,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  this  bill,  stated  the  general 
views  on  whidi  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he 
said,  had  been  drawn  with  a  great  degree  of 
caution,  so  as,  by  embracing  all  cases  in  which 
advances  could  be  necessary,  to  take  away  any 
possible  objection  which  could  be  made  against 
It;  and  it  had  afterwards  been  submitted  to 
the  IVeasnry  Department  to  undergo  any  alter- 
ations which  it  might  appear  to  require.  The 
Jeopardizing  of  the  public  money  was  of  that 
diaracter,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  the  consequent  waste 
of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time  for  this 
House  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  a  catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been 
presented,  which  astonished  everybody,  em- 
bracing a  range,  the  extent  of  which  could 
hardly  have  b^n  conceived.  Mr.  B.  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  House  also  to  one  or  two 
fiurts  stated  in  the  President's  Message.  The 
fact  was  there  disclosed,  that,  at  one  time,  ac- 
counts for  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ad- 
vanced for  different  objects  remained  unsettled. 
Such  an  amount,  dependent  on  the  personal 
responsibility  of  individuals,  at  once  tells  us 
how  careful  Congress  ought  to  be  in  trusting 
BO  great  an  interest  in  the  hands  of  public 
agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that  this  great 
tmt  had  been  confided  to  them  without  injury 


to  the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the  subject 
might  be  less  necessary ;  but  such  was  not  the 
fact.  At  file  ]ast  session,  the  House  was  pre- 
sented with  a  large  amount  of  balances  due  by 
individuals,  and  supposed  to  be  lost ;  and  the 
Message  of  the  President  spoke  of  several  mil- 
lions of  suspended  accounts.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  been  told  t^at,  since  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  public  officers  had  gone  off  the  stage 
of  life  considerably  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment— officers,  too,  in  whom  the  greatest  con- 
fidence had  been  placed.  This  showed,  he  said, 
that  it  was  time  to  change  the  present  systenL 
It  was  most  obvious,  if  we  tooK  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  the  history  of  other  countries,  or  the 
experience  of  this,  that  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise a  more  rigorous  control  over  ihe  dis- 
bursements of  public  moneys.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  Mr.  B.  continued,  that  on  the 
first  establi^ment  of  this  Government,  the  dif- 
ferent State  institutions  having  little  connection 
or  sympathy  with  one  another,  it  was  not  very 
easy  to  transact  the  fiscal  business  of  the  nation, 
or  to  carry  money  from  one  part  of  it  to  the 
other,  &o. ;  but  the  Government  had  been  now 
established  for  forty  years,  and  every  difficulty 
of  that  sort  had  ceased.  Could  it  be  right,  on 
the  plea  of  enabling  the  poor  man  to  be  em- 
ployed in  public  service,  that  the  public  money 
should  be  put  in  jeopardy  f  It  was  not  neces- 
sary, he  said,  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  mo- 
ment the  Government  makes  a  contract,  the 
contractor  has  credit  to  the  amount  of  his  con- 
tract, and  can  borrow  or  buy  upon  that  credit.  It 
was  not  true,  in  fact,  that  advances  were  neces- 
sary, and  it  could  not  therefore  be  right  to  make 
them.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  some  of  the 
general  views  which  led  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House.  If  the  bill  were  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  amendment, 
he  ^ould  then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper 
time  to  consider  the  subject  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  few 
of  the  members  had  preserved  the  printed 
copies  of  the  bill  from  the  last  session ;  and,  as 
the  subject  was  of  some  magnitude,  he  thought 
the  members  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it.  He  therefore,  with  this  view,  mov- 
ed that  the  conmiittee  should  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bill 

was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

» 

American  Captives  amongthe  Indians  during 

the  late  Wa  . 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  reported 
at  the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late 
war ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley^  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the  Whole 
on  the  subject.    The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  SiBLET  briefiy  stated  the  object  of  the 
bill.  After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  the 
late  war,  and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  after- 
wards sust^ed,  in  1818,  many  persons  taken 
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under  oar  standard  were  brought  captive  by 
the  Indians  to  and  through  Detroit  The  citi- 
zens of  Detroit,  moved  at  the  spectacle,  though 
themselves  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  vassalage, 
exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the  sufferers,  and 
employed  in  that  manner  all  the  money  they 
could  raise.  These  facts  were  made  known  to 
Congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  reimburse 
to  them  the  money  thus  advanced.  But  the 
act  was  of  that  narrow  construction,.that  it  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  give  the  relief  contem- 
plated by  it.  It  required,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  persons  relieved  from  captivity  should 
be  Americans  citizens ;  which,  in  the  first  place, 
was  hardly  susceptible  of  proo^  and,  if  it  were, 
was  not  materia,  where  the  individuals  were 
taken  under  the  American  flag.  Another  re- 
quisition of  that  law  was,  that  written  evidence 
of  the  amount  paid,  or  a  receipt  for  the  ransom 
money,  should  be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  money  was  paid  to  In- 
dians; and  every  one  must  know  that  they 
give  no  receipts  for  ransoms,  and  that  such  a 
receipt,  if  given,  would  be  good  for  nothing,  in- 
asmuch as  an  Indian  would  as  readily  give  a 
receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars  as  for  ten.  In 
the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of  the  times, 
the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or  how  they 
were  to  get  their  money  again,  and  thought  of 
nothing  less  than  the  taking  receipts  for  it,  &c 
Besides,  Mr.  8.  said,  clothing  was  furnished  to 
the  captives,  the  season  being  inclement,  and 
they  literally  naked.  For  this,  also,  the  citizens 
of  Detroit  ooght  to  be  remunerated.  The  claims 
embraced  in  this  bill,  he  said,  were  altogether 
bottomed  on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
patriotic  exertions  made  by  the  people  of  De- 
troit, whilst  they  themselves  were  oppressed  by 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disre- 
garded, but  that  they  would  at  length  be  repaid 
&e  money  which  they  had  advanced  almost  ten 
years  ago. 

Ko  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Unsettled  Accounts, 

Mr.  WooDOooK  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Pitsident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  all  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  Government,  on  contracts  or  otherwise, 
either  to  agents,  sub-agents,  contractors,  sab-con- 
tractors, or  to  individuals,  sinoe  the  Ist  of  January, 
1816,  which  have  not  been  accounted  for  on  settle- 
ment ;  and  the  amount  of  loss  (if  any)  sustained  in 
each ;  and  whether,  in  all  cases,  on  the  advancement 
of  money,  security  has  been  taken,  and  the  names  of 
the  sureties. 

All  resolutions,  like  this,  calling  for  infor- 
mation, lie  upon  the  table  one  day  of  course, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House. 


Natal  Peae^  SktabUehmeni, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PEBZDin 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  cAe  Emm  o/RepnaaUativea  qf  ikt  Vmted&^i 

In  compliance  with  the  lesolntion  of  the  HooKcf 
Representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May  lait,  Rqniof 
that  a  plan  for  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Nai; 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  Hsrine  Copi^ 
should  be  communicated  to  that  House  atthe  pieiat 
session,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  tfai 
Navy,  contuning  a  plan,  which  has  been  pnptnd 
for  die  proposed  estabUshment 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washdioton,  December  6,  1822. 

Navy  Dxpabxmest,  Dec  2, 1821 

SxB :  The  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  to  idun  ht 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  noase  of  Rqn- 
sentatives  of  the  7th  <^  May  last,  requestiog  <h 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  beliil 
before  that  House  a  plan  for  a  Peace  EsttWJdinwt 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Shdes,  has  the  hooortf 
submitting  the  accompanying  papers  on  thsi  nb* 
ject 

The  paper,  marked  A,  is  the  draft  of  a  hiQ  a* 
bracing  all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deeaei 
necessary;  presuming  that  a  plan  ptesented  in  this 
form  would  best  meet  the  object  oontemplsted  I7 
the  resolution.  It  is  deemed  neoessaiy,  in  this  re- 
port, to  notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  Ae  Ufltf 
contain  new  modifications  of  our  Naval  EstaUisb- 
ment. 

The  bill,  it  will  be  perceived,  oontempktei  ^ 
establishment  of  two  new  grades  of  office,  rii:  eon* 
modore  and  rear  admiral.  These  grades  are  oob> 
sidered,  if  not  absolutely  neceasazy,  at  least  of  «7 
great  importance  as  regards  due  subordioatioo,  oi 
die  discipline  of  the  service ;  and,  in  recommeniiBg 
the  adoption  of  the  provision,  I  can  only  repeat  triiat 
I  have  nad  occasion  heretofore  to  uige  in  support  a 
this  measure.  The  rank  of  captain  is  now  tiie  b^ 
est  grade  in  the  navy  recognized  bylaw,*  and  dnng 
the  infancy  of  our  navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  ^fstm 
of  a  higher  class  than  frigates,  and  diennmbera 
captains  small,  it  was,  perhaps,  as  high  a  gradsM 
the  good  of  the  service  required.  It  is,  howew,  b^ 
Ueved  that,  from  the  additiooa  both  to  tiie  nomlff 
and  class  of  our  public  vessels,  and  from  what  nsf 
reasonably  be  anticipated  to  be  the  sitoadoo  of  ^ 
navy  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  both  j^'''^^ 
policy  require  the  establishment  of  some  faigD" 
grades.  According  to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  r^ 
ulated  between  the  militaiy  and  naval  o^^^ 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a  colonel  M" 
army.  This  is  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sonnd  p<^ 
and  the  good  of  the  service.  The  estabUshmeotorttt 
grades  contemplated  by  the  biU,  will  pUww  ^  'r 
tive  rank  in  the  army  and  navy  upon  a  jw*  ft*JJ 
A  commodore  will  rank  with  a  brigajfier-geaejj 
and  a  rear  admiral  with  a  m^or^;eDeraL  ^^ 
more  important  and  substantial  benefit,  it  is  li^^^ 
growing  out  of  this  measure,  will  be  the  effect  it  w 
have  upon  tiie  discipline  of  the  serriee.  The  iMF** 
tanoe  of  rank,  both  in  the  militaiy  and  naval  Mrno^ 
will  readily  occur  to  all  in  any  degree  »"P^ 
with  either.  In  a  fleet  or  squadroD,  when  ^  J^ 
ent  vessels  may  be  commanded  by  office"  « 
same  c^e,  and  their  relative  rank,  and  ev«n>°" 
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of  the  cQnUBander  hinuelf,  known  only  bj  the  dates 
of  iheir  commiadonfl,  there  will  not  be  Uiat  respeot 
and  roboidination  obAerred  that  an  eaaential  to  order 
and  harmony.  The  additional  pay,  it  ia  thought, 
cannot  a£fbrd  any  well-fonnded  objection  to  the  meas- 
ore,  if  the  real  benefits  confidently  believed  to  result 
from  it  are  duly  appreciated. 

Authorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  who 
have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promo- 
tioD,  to  the  duty  of  sailing-master,  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  service.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, sailing-masters  are  not  conndered  in  the  line 
of  promotion,  and  have  not,  of  course,  so  strong  in- 
ducements to  remain  permanently  attached  to  the 
service,  as  officers  who  have  this  prospect  before 
them ;  and  whenever  more  profitable  employment  in 
the  merchant  seryioe  is  presented,  they  will  generally 
accept  of  it 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great 
that  the  prospeot  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is  not 
veiy  promising.  To  employ  examined  midshipmen 
as  saOing-masters,  would  be  giving  them  some  littie 
distinction,  and  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  im- 
proviug  themselves  for  the  higher  and  more  impor- 
tant duties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  oommissioned  o6Soera, 
the  number  fixed  by  the  bill  embraces  all  at  present 
in  office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  none  shall  be  dischawed  but  tiie  number 
ledoced  to  that  contemplated  in  uie  bill,  by  omitting 
to  fill  the  vacancies  as  tliey  may  occur.  This,  it  is 
thnight,  is  no  more  than  justice  requires ;  and,  as 
tile  number  thus  retained  is  but  small,  the  expense 
will  be  inconsiderable,  and  vrill  soon  entirely  cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  tiie 
officers  attached  to  ^ps-of-the-line  and  frigates, 
while  in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  oonsid- 
oations  of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  service.  To 
perform  the  duties  required  of  these  officers  on  board 
tiie  largest  ships  involves  far  more  re^nsibflity, 
sod  requires  not  only  greater  professional  knowledge 
nd  expnience,  but  much  more  labor;  these,  or 
similar  distinctions,  are  recognized  in  every  well- 
ngulated  aervioe ;  and  as  but  a  small  number  of  our 
lugsst  vessels  are  kept  in  service  in  time  of  peace, 
the  additional  expense  will  be  of  no  great  amount. 

It  has  been  considered  a  more  simple  mode  of 
payment  and  less  Uable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed 
salaiies  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy 
yards  and  naval  stations,  than  as  now  provided  by 
jsw  by  montlily  pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bill  which  makes  the  marine 
gnsid,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards, 
sa^ect  to  the  orden  of  the  commandant  of  tiie  yard, 
is  deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
hannotty.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  un- 
^  the  preeent  regulations  on  that  subject,  suggest 
ihe  necessity  of  some  alteration ;  and  no  well-founded 
flije^ion  is  perceived  to  placing  tiiis  guard  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
Taid,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  marine  guard  is 
llsced  on  diip-board  under  the  orders  of  the  captain. 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  will  serve  to 
^w  the  i^Iicabilily  of  its  provisions  to  our  present 
«ml  Establishment,  and  ^e  comparative  expense 
Mtveen  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by  the  biU. 

Paper  B  is  an  exhibit  showing  ti^  number  of 
^unmiasioned  and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer 
••rtain  shipe,  and  vesseb,  and  navy  yards. 

Psper  C  ia  an  exhibit  showing  the  petty  officers, 


able  seamen,  oidinaiy  seamen,  and  boys,  required  for 
the  vessels  of  war  in  active  service. 

Paper  D  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  whole  number 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers  required  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  when  the  ships-of-the- 
line,  frigates,  and  steam-batteries,  directed  by  the 
*<  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,"  shall  be 
completed. 

Paper  E  is  an  estimate  <^  the  annual  expense  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  proposed  by  the  bill,  includ* 
ing  the  organization  <^  tiie  navy  yards,  and  a  com- 
parative view  between  the  present  expense  and  that 
proposed. 

By  which  last  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  the  offioen  of  the  navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  dollars  below  the  esti- 
mates necessary  under  the  existing  establishment. 

A  Peace  Establishment  for  the  marine  corps  hav- 
ing been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March^  1817, 
and  no  material  alteration  beins  deemed  necessary, 
no  other  plan  has  been  prepared  to  accompany  this 
report 

Although,  perhaps,  not  fUling  strictiy  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  of  rsspectiully  suggesting  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  Naval  Academy  for  the  instruction 
of  our  young  officers  in  the  sciences  connected  with 
their  profession.  As  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  sug- 
gestion of  a  measure  deserving  consideration,  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  present  any  plan  for  carrying 
it  into  effect.  This  may  be  done  hereafter,  should 
the  measure  meet  with  a  favorable  reception ;  nor  is 
it  deemed  fit  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  urge  the  many 
oonsiderations  which  will  readily  occur  to  all  liberal 
and  enlightened  minds  in  favor  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. 

All  which  is  respectfolly  submitted, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

The  PassiDXMT  ofihAU.  8, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buss,  to  lay  the 
Message  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 

Mr.  Ooosx  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Naval  Oommittee,  there  to  nndergo  the  proper 
investigation,  and  to  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  BvBB  withdrawing  his  motion,  the  Mes< 
sage  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
A&irs. 

Suppresdon  of  Pvraey, 

Mr.  OoHDiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 
motion.  In  the  Message  of  the  President  to 
both  Honses  of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  he  said,  a  very  brief  allnsion  was  made 
to  piracies,  oommitted  in  the  West  Indies.  All 
that  was  said  on  that  subject,  is  comprised  in  a 
short  paragraph,  which  Mr.  0.  read.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  recently  received,  and  probably 
since  that  part  of  the  Message  was  penned,  of 
transactions,  so  flagrant  and  outrageous  in  their 
character,  as  to  cidl,  imperiously,  for  the  early 
and  efficient  interposition  of  this  House.  The 
premature  death  of  the  ^lant  and  lament- 
ed Allen,  has  excited  a  spirit  of  indignation 
throughout  our  country,  unequalled  since  the 
late  war.  It  calls  loudly  for  retributive  justice 
upon  those  lawless  barbarians ;  and  I  hope  to 
see,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  com- 
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petent  force,  at  tbe  disposal  of  the  Ezeontive, 
nnder  some  one  of  the  most  experienced  naval 
officers,  with  ample  powers  and  instractions  to 
ferret  them  out  of  their  larking  holes,  and  to 
drag  them  to  a  certain  and  speedy  punishment. 
A  speedy  punishment,  because  I  have  no  idea 
of  incurring  the  delay,  or  the  hazard,  of  trans- 
porting them  here,  or  of  extending  to  them  a 
trial  by  Jury,  witii  all  the  delays  incident  to  our 
courts  of  justice.  They  have  placed  themselves 
beyond  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
society;  they  have  set  at  open  defiance  the 
laws  of  God  and  man ;  their  hand  is  against 
every  man,  and  every  man^s  hand  should  com- 
bine against  them.  And  the  most  effectual 
restraint  which  you  can  impose  upon  their  bar- 
barities, is  to  furnish  to  them  the  spectacle  of  a 
few  dozen  of  their  leaders  suspended  by  the 
hdter,  from  the  yard-arms  of  some  of  our  pub- 
lic ships.  Deeming  it  expedient  that  Congress 
should,  at  an  early  perio^  adopt  some  decisive 
measures  on  this  subject,  I  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Rucived^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire,  and  report  as  early  as  may 
be,  what  farther  measures  aie  necessaiy,  not  only 
for  the  more  efficient  protection  of  our  commerce  in 
the  West  India  seas  from  piracy ;  but  for  the  entire 
extirpation  of  those  freebooters,  and  the  punishment 
of  those  who  may  be  found  to  aid  and  abet  them. 

Pinxtkal  Outrages  in  the  WestjIndiea^Death 
of  Lieutenant  Allen, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Oondiot,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table ;  and  the  Message  of  the  Pbesident 
was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Hotoi  of  Repreaentativet  cf  Iha  United  States : 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  oar 
seamen  and  commerce  by  the  pirates  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death 
of  a  veiy  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  All  the  pabUc  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispensa- 
ble duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  whicl)  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  those  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  will  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effec- 
tually to  suppress  them.  I  sabmit  to  the  considera- 
tion  of  Congress,  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  a 
force  for  that  important  object. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

Washinoton,  December  6,  1822. 

The  said  Message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Kaval  Affairs. 


HAM  Lee  Baix;  and  frt)m  Qeorgia,  Aubed 
OuTHBBBT,  and  RoBEBT  Ratkond  Beid,  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Oaroliiia, 
John  Oabteb,  elected  to  supply  the  vacaacj 
oocasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James  Blair, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Bostile  Bmeditions  from  the  United  Staia 
against  Countries  at  Peace  with  the  Ufdtei 
States. 

Mr.  Golden  submitted  the  following  resec- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  Stats 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  sach  infbfiBa- 
tion  as  he  may  possess  with  i«gard  to  any  faostilB 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  tfaenoe,  within  the 
present  year,  against  the  territoxy  or  dependencj  of 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  StaSbes ;  and  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  have  beei 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  persons 
who  may  have  been  concerned  in  such  espedition, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  State& 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ths 
table  one  day. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Elijah  Speztceb;  from  Virginia,  Wn^ 


Thtjbsdat,  December  13. 

Presentation  of  Medals  to  Congren. 

The  Speaesb  also  lidd  before  the  House  the 
following  letter: 

Boston,  Jviy  4,  1822. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

Sm :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  addreai 
to  you  on  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  so  obliging  as  to  take  chaige  of  and  deliver,  was 
intended  to  have  been  accompanied  by  the  oollecdoa 
of  medals  therein  referred  to ;  but  this  was  xmforta> 
nately  lost  on  board  the  ship  Factor,  bound  to  Kew 
York,  of  which  accident  it  appears  that  the  Hooss 
was  duly  informed  by  its  comnuttee.  As  Boon  as  I 
heard  df  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a  duplicate  of 
the  collection,  and  succeeded  a  few  days  before  I  left 
Paris^  in  April  last.  This,  together  with  the  medals 
which  have  been  struck  at  Paris,  to  oommemorata 
some  principal  events  of,  and  men  distingnished  in, 
our  Revolution,  I  take  the  liberty  through  you,  sa,  of 
herewith  sending  and  offering  to  Congress,  for  tibe 
use  of  the  National  Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respotit,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

P.  S. — A  printed  catalogue  of  the  French  medab 
proper  is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  tibem. 

The  American  medals  are  but  five  proi)er,  viz: 

One  of  General  Washington,  at  the  si^ge  of  Bodton ; 

One  of  Doctor  Franklin ; 

One  of  Paul  Jones ;  and 

Two  of  the  battle  of  the  Cowpena 

To  these  I  have  thought  it  well  to  add  Columbos 
and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  collection  of  ilfauftri- 
ous  men,  deceased,  now  publishing  In  the  French 
MmL 

The  letter  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  pLimsBy 
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of  New  Hampshire,  referred  to  the  Library 
Gommittee. 

Di»h%ir9eme7U  of  Public  M<mey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAsasTT,  the  House  again 
resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  imposing  more  rigorous  obecks  on 
the  disbursement  of  pablic  mooej. 

On  motion  of  lAi,  Babsbtt,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  it  the  following,  as  a 
new  section : 

Ssa  ^  Be  it  further  enaetedf  That  do  aecnrity 
giyen  to,  or  obligation  entered  into,  with  the  Goreni- 
ment,  shall  be  in  any  wise  impaired  by  the  dismiwing 
any  officer,  or  from  failure  of  the  President  to  dis- 
mias  any  officer,  coming  under  the  proyisionB  of  this 
act. 

Another  slight  amendment  being  made — 
The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babsbtt,  who  did  not 
wish  to  precipitate  the  bill  through  the  House, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  was  for  the 
present  deferred. 

Laielen  MopediUan  ttgaimt  Porto  Ri/oo, 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolutioD,  yesterday  submitted 
by  Mr.  OoLUKV : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess  with  regard  to  any  hostile 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the 
present  year,  against  tiie  territory  or  dependency  of 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States^  and  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  have  been 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who 
may  ha^e  been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea 

Mr.  LiTTLB  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  follows  the  word 
^  States,^'  in  the  7th  line,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert  the  following : 

<•  And  inform  this  House  what  amendments  to  the 
eziBftiiig  laws  are  necessary  to  punish  persons  who 
may  hav«  been  oonoemed  in  any  such  expedition." 

Mr.  Ck>LDBN  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
amendment,  as  he  understood  it^  though  for  his 
own  part  he  belieyed  that  the  existing  laws 
were  competent  to  the  purpose  of  punishing  this 
offisnce  against  the  puolic  peace.  It  was  pun- 
ishable, by  law,  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
three  years,  and  also  by  fine.  It  appeared 
proper,  Mr.  0.  said,  that  he  should  ask  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  whilst 
he  explained  the  considerations  which  nad  in- 
duced him  to  propose  this  resolution.  It  was 
weQ  understood,  he  presumed,  that  it  had  refer- 
ence to  an  expedition,  said  to  have  been  fitted 
oat  from  our  ports  against  the  dependency  of  a 
country  with  which  we  are  in  amity — ^he  meant 
the  expedition  against  the  Island  df  Porto  Rico. 
Although  we  have  no  further  information  on 
the  sntject  than  what  is  derived  from  the  news- 
ptpera,  he  believed  the  information  was  of  that 
•drt  to  justify  the  proposition  now  on  the  table. 


In  regard  to  this  subject,  Mr.  0.  said  there  had 
been  various  reports.    It  had  been  stated  that  a 
considerable  hostile  expedition  had  been  fitted 
out  from  our  shores — ^partiy,  it  was  said,  from 
the  port  of  Philadelphia;  in  part  from  the  port 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  part  from  New  York.  The 
accounts  of  it  were  contradictory,  but  all  agreed 
in  this:  that  such  an  expedition  had  departed 
from  this  country.    It  appeared  to  hira  there 
were  some  considerations  connected  with  this 
expedition,  which  deserved  the  consideration  of 
the  House.    It  must  be  recollected  by  all,  that, 
not  long  since,  the  United  States  had  taken 
possession  of  one  of  the  dependencies  of  Uiis 
very  power,  viz.,  Amelia  Island.    Our  justifica- 
tion for  doing  so,  was,  that  it  was  a  harbor  for 
pirates,  or  a  place  where  expeditions  were  fitted 
out  without  the  interference  of  the  Government 
of  Spain  to  prevent  it.    It  was  not  long  since, 
moreover,  we  had  made  applications  to  Spain 
and  to  her  colonial  government  of  Cuba,  re- 
monstrating to  that  power,  that  she  had  not 
done  her  duty  to  us  and  to  the  world,  inasmuch 
as  she  has  not  restrained  the  enterprises  of  indi- 
viduals from  her  ports ;  and  it  was  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  that  at  the  very  time  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  to  wrest  from  the 
mother  country  this  dependency  of  Porto  Rico, 
we  had  a  negotiator  there  remonstrating  with 
the  Governor  of  that  dependency   in   strong 
terms,  but  with  a  courtesy  and  propriety  of 
manner  which  did  honor  to  the  naval  character, 
(Captain  Spence,)  who  conducted  the  negotia- 
tion, against  the  unlawful  expeditions  fitted 
from  that  port  to  cruise  on  the  high  seas.    An- 
other singular  circumstance,  Mr.  0.  said,  was 
worth  notice :  that  one  of  the  persons  at  the 
head  of  this  hostile  expedition,  he  who  signed 
his  name  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  a  gentie- 
man  who,  not  very  long  ago,  was  diplomatic 
agent  of  this  Government  to  the  territories  of 
that  Government  to  which  Porto  Rico  was  a 
dependency.    Mr.  0.  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, by  this  resolution,  to  cast  censure  on  any 
one.    We  do  know,  sud  he,  that  expeditions 
may  be  fitted  out  from  our  ports  without  our 
Government  having  knowledge  of  the  &ct,  or 
the  means  of  preventing  it.    It  was  quite  prob- 
able the  President  might  answer,  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  he  had  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject; or,  if  he  did  not,  he  might  tell  the  House 
that  he  has  directed  the  proper  officers  to  in- 
vestigate the  transaction  in  question.    In  either 
case,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  should  be  satisfied.    His 
great  object  was  to  show  to  otiier  nations  that, 
while  we  demand  justice  from  them,  we  are 
not  indifferent  to  the  conduct  of  our  own  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  said  his  reason  for  proposing  any 
amendment  to  this  resolution  was,  that  he  felt 
no  disposition  to  give  his  assent  to  a  resolution 
which  called  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  Ex. 
ecutive  of  the  country  in  relation  to  an  alleged 
violation  of  existing  laws.  He  did  not  feel  him- 
self justified  in  voting  for  a  declaration,  in 
effect,  that  tiie  proper  authorities  have  refused 
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or  neglected  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
His  amendment  was  drawn  up  in  htote,  on  the 
SQg^tion  of  the  moment,  and  certunly  not 
wiw  the  most  distant  idea  of  vt^aem^  ex  post 
f<wto  laws.    His  ohject  was,  to  devise  laws  to 

Eunish  offences  of  this  description  that  may  be 
ereafter  committed,  if  such  laws  do  not  now 
exist.  If  the  gentleman  would  consent  to  strike 
out  the  latter  clause,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
waive  his  proposed  amendment,  leaving  the 
question  of  law  to  be  examined  by  the  proper 
committees  of  this  House. 

Ml*.  L.  then  withdrew  his  amendment  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  re- 
solve, without  proposing  to  substitute  any  thing 
for  it 

Mr.  Cooxs  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  reso- 
lutioiL  It  only  proposed  to  inquire  of  the 
President  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  bring  to  punishment  the 
persons,  if  any,  who  have  been  concerned  in 
fitting  out  an  expedition  from  our  ports.  If  the 
President  has  been  apprised  of  prosecutions 
having  been  set  on  foot  against  those  persons, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  Uiis  House  to  proceed 
further.  But,  suppose  it  should  not  be  so,  and 
the  President  shomd  tell  the  House  he  had  re- 
ceived no  information  to  Justify  a  prosecution ; 
the  subject  would  then  be  Siirly  before  the 
House,  and  it  would  take  such  measures  to 
punish  those  who  shall  be  guilty  of  violations 
of  public  peace  as  it  should  deem  necessary. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  could  not  perceive 
in  this  resolution  any  imputations  against  any- 
body.   All  that  was  asked  for  was  information. 

There  was  no  imputation  whatever  against 
the  President  in  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out ;  and  he  hoped  tne  House  would 
retain  it  and  get  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  Uie  resolution  calls  for. 

Mt.Wbight  did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of 
calling  on  the  President  to  know  what  laws 
were  to  be  passed,  or  what  prosecutions  had 
been  instituted,  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
matter.  The  proper  course,  he  thought^  would 
be,  to  refer  these  inquiries  to  the  Judiciary 
Oommittee.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
know  what  the  laws  of  the  country  are,  and  not 
to  go  to  the  President  for  information  on  that 
head.  Besides,  to  refer  an  inquiry  of  this  sort 
to  the  Executive  would  be  to  blend  and  con- 
found its  duties  witli  those  of  t^e  Judiciary. 
Mr.  W.  protested  against  the  idea  of  passing 
laws  to  punish  those  who  have  committed 
crimes  not  heretofore  provided  for.  Every 
heart  must  revolt,  he  said^  against  a  proposition 
of  that  sort.  Even  the  Supreme  Being  would 
not  inflict  punishment  for  the  disobedience  of 
his  laws,  if  he  had  not  previously  communicated 
it  No  law  can  be  violated  which  has  not  pre- 
existed and  been  divulged.  With  regard  to  the 
description  of  offences  against  the  laws  of  na- 
tions embraced  in  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said 
we  had  gone  flirther  in  our  provisions  to  pre- 
vent and  punii^  them  than  any  other  nation  in 


the  world.  We  feel  as  much  indignstioD  it 
them  as  any  other  people  on  earth,  and  websve 
gone  as  far  to  show  it  The  presamptioo,  Mr. 
W.  said,  was  that  the  Executive  had  done  hu 
duty  in  this  matter;  and  the  House  ooddM 
employment  enough  in  the  discharge  of  itsovn 
duty,  without  calling  on  the  ExecutiTe  to  isk 
him  whether  he  has  done  his  duty.  The  pre- 
sumption was,  that  tibe  Executive  had  done  ite 
duty,  and  the  House  had  no  right,  without  id- 
formation  to  that  effect,  to  suppose  otherwise. 

Mr.  LmxB  added  a  few  words  in  &vor  of  bis 
motion  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  reeo> 
lution ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  bis 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution  in  its  original  shape,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  a  large  mijorily. 

Fbidat,  December  18. 
Mr.  Batly,  from  Maryland,  appeared,  od 
took  his  seat 

Suppresnon  of  Piracy, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Gout- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  theUmn, 
and  took  up  the  following  bill,  being  thi^  re- 
ported this  day  by  the  Committee  on  NftTil 
Affairs. 

An  Act  aathorizEDg  an  additional  naval  force  ftr  ^ 
snppresdon  of  piracy. 

Ssa  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  SenaU  aid  Htm  4 
Repruentaihea  of  <&«  UnUed  States  of  Amenoa,  k  €» 
yreu  attemUedy  That  the  President  of  the  \JM. 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  poicbtte  « 
constroct  a  sufficient  number  of  vessek  in  additioetB 
those  now  employed,  of  each  burden  and  coDStne- 
tion  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  eqni^  vA 
man  the  same  for  immediate  service,  for  the  porpM 
of  repressing  piracy,  and  of  affording  eflbctnal  p» 
tection  to  uie  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  UniM 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  tan- 
tories  ac^acent 

Ssa  2.  And  he  it  fwrOer  enacted.  That  the  ■» 
of—  dollars  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  expoiw- 
tore  to  be  incurred  as  aforeaaid,  and  paid  oat  OftfJ 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropiisw. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  presented  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  embracing  the  detals  of 
force  necessary  to  be  provided,  and  anestiiMto 
of  the  cost  thereof  which  was  read.  In  oob- 
formity  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  t^ 
document,  and  to  the  opinion  of  the  NaTil 
Oonmiittee,  Mr.  F.  moved  ^to  fill  the  blaol^  m 
the  bill  with  the  sum  of  $160,000— deeUniBgt^ 
urge  any  arguments  in  support  of  the  meas^ 
itself,  as  not  considering  them  neoessaiy. 
The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  was  agreed  ta 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  mow 
to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words  "pnrohs* 
or,"  so  as  to  require  the  yessels  theran  aea- 
tioned  to  be  bnut,  and  not  purchased,  n  »* 
are  to  embark  in  schemes  for  spending  the  thrM 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treaauiy,  Mr.  F.  said  W 
should  prefer  that  the  objects  of  the  expend- 
ture  i^ould  be  such  as  were  worthy  of  it  He 
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was  opposed  to  making  this  appropriation  for 
purchasing  the  refiise  commodities  of  unprofit- 
able traders — ^those  schooners  and  steamboats, 
referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  just 
read.  The  mania  for  steamboats  prevailed  for 
a  while,  bat  the  paper  mania  had  rained  that, 
and  there  were  abundance  of  steamboats  now 
to  sell.  If  anj  vessels  were  to  be  procured,  he 
wished  th^  might  be  such  as  should  be  perma- 
nently usend,  and  not  such  as,  according  to  the 
suggestion  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  might  be 
sold  after  the  cut-throats  of  Matanzas  were  dis- 
posed ot  Mr.  F.  assigned  some  grounds  on 
which  he  placed  little  faith  in  estimates  of  the 
description  now  presented  to  the  House. 

l£r.  FuLLEB  said,  if  the  question  was  between 
purohasinff  and  building  vessels,  and  the  one 
could  be  done  in  any  thing  like  the  same  time 
as  the  other,  he  should  agree  with  the  gentie- 
man  in  preferring  the  construction  to  the  pur- 
chase of  them.    Vessels  constracted  for  the 
purpose  might,  however,  be  as  indifferent  as 
any  that  comd  be  purchased ;  and  it  was  quite 
lilraly  to  be  the  case  if  they  should  be  constructed 
in  haste.    If  the  gentieman  meant  to  give  six  or 
eight  or  ten  months'  time  to  their  construction, 
and  in  the  mean  tune  let  the  pirates  have  their 
way,  (and  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
suoeeas   of  this  motion,)  "Mi.  F.  was  whoUy 
averse  to  it    If  the  vessels  were  to  be  built 
suddenly,  of  green  timber,  they  would  be  worse 
than  any  that  were  likely  to  be  purchased. 
The  service  for  which  thev  were  intended  would 
be  a  short  one;  and,  if  the  vessels  escaped  out 
of  it,  they  would  be  so  little  deteriorated  as  to 
sell  for  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  they  would 
cost;  and  it  might  be  an  argument  in  favor  of 
this  plan,  at  least  with  the  gentiemen  who  are 
veiy  fond  of  economy,  tiiat  no  great  loss  would 
besostaioed  by  tiie  employment  of  this  addi- 
tional force.    Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  with  Mr. 
Flotd  in  the  eadstenoe,  now  or  heretofore,  of  a 
steamboat  mania.    They  were  almost  tiie  only 
olrjectB  presenting  an  opportunity  for  the  exer- 
cise of  tiie  spirit  of  speculation,  on  which  there 
had  not  been  a  mania.    He  was  convinced  that, 
on  this  subject,  not  only  this  House,  but  the 
whole  nation,  was  in  possession  of  its  sober 
sansei^  and  that  a  beneficial  use  would  be  made 
of  the  agency  of  steam  under  this  bill,  which, 
however,  would  be  passed  to  little  puipose,  i^ 
before  pursuing  the  pirates,  time  were  taken  to 
build  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

'Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  im- 
derstand  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  as 
opposing  the  measures  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
^raey,  bnt  as  suggesting  that  it  would  be  better 
to  bidld  the  vessels  than  to  purchase  them.  Mr. 
8.  believed  that  the  power  of  purchasing  these 
TBBsels  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Executive.  He 
believed  ^t  vessels  could  be  bought  for  this 
servioe  as  fit  for  it  as  if  built  for  the  purpose— 
ioeh  vessels  as  were  constantiy  building  with- 
in the  Chesapeake  Bay — such  as  are  captured 
by  the  pirates  themselves  and  converted  to 
their  use.  There  were  no  vessels  of  their  dass 
Vou  VU.— 26 


superior  to  this  description  of  vessels  which  are 
built  for  sale  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake. 
The  object  of  the  bill,  he  thought,  would  be  bet- 
ter answered  by  leaving  to  the  Executive  the 
right  of  purchasing  these  vessels,  and  he  hoped, 
that,  by  an  exertion  of  this  right,  such  a  force 
would  be  speedily  organized  as  completely  to 
suppress  piracies. 

Mr.  T^TLOB,  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
tragedy  so  recentiy  acted  in  the  West  Indies  ftir- 
nishedto  his  mind  a  conclusive  argument  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Virginia.  He  assented  to  the  general  proposi- 
tion that  it  is  better  to  build  tiian  to  purcnase 
vessels  of  war  of  every  class.  The  experience 
and  professional  skill  of  those  distinguished  offi- 
cers who  fill  the  place  of  commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board  with  so  much  honor  to  themselves 
and  advantage  to  the  nation,  were  appreciated 
by  none  more  highly  than  by  him.  On  all  oc- 
casions when  imperious  necessity  did  not  forbid, 
he  should  advocate  the  propriety  of  having  our 
national  vessels  constructed  under  their  super- 
intendence. But,  in  our  present  exigency,  said 
Mr.  Tatlob,  we  cannot  wait  >the  slow  process 
of  construction.  "We  have  no  time  to  lose. 
Piracies  are  multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree. 
It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  civilized  nations  tiiat  they 
have  been  perpetrated  so  long,  so  wantonly,  and 
imder  the  eye  of  constituted  authorities.  Pub- 
ho  feeling  at  length  is  aroused.  But  it  required 
an  invaluable  sfusrifice  to  effect  it.  The  shade 
of  the  brave  departed  Aixxn  invokes  im- 
mediate protection  for  our  defenceless  seamen. 
This  youthful  hero  is  laid  in  his  grave,  distant, 
far  distant  from  his  native  land,  and  from  the 
protecting  roof  which  filiid  piety  had  afforded 
to  his  now  disconsolate  friends.  He  was  slain 
by  ignoble  hands,  but  he  fell  in  a  glorious  cause. 
Humanity  weeps  over  the  tomb  of  her  champion, 
and  demands  of  his  murderers  an  awful  retribu- 
tion. He  poured  out  his  life  in  confiict  against 
the  foe  of  GU>d  and  man,  and  the  voice  of  Qod 
and  man  cry  for  speedy  vengeance.  Let  us,  in 
Justice  to  public  feeUng,  which  in  every  portion 
of  our  country  is  deep  and  indignant  against  the 
inhuman,  the  unrelenting  craelties  of  the  pirates 
in  the  West  Lidies,  promptiy  organize  a  force  ad- 
equate to  their  total  extermination.  Temporiz- 
ing measures  would  enhance  the  evil;  they 
wouldinvite  to  the  perpetration  of  new  atrocities^ 
while  another — another — and  yet  another  brave 
seaman  would  be  laid  by  the  side  of  the  lamented 
Allen.  Mr.  T.,  in  conclusion,  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  gentieman  from  Virginia  would  consent 
to  withdraw  his  amendment 

Mr.  Ettbtis  said  he  was  well  aware  that  it 
watf  desirable  that  this  bill  should  pass  without 
any  improper  delay ;  but  it  was  more  desirable 
that  no  bill  should  pass  this  House  without  the 
deliberate  consideration  due  to  it  He  did  not 
know  tiiat  the  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  an  ex- 
pression in  that  bill  was  well  founded,  but  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  He 
alluded  to  the  expression  in  the  bill  alluding  tQ 
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the  West  India  seas  "  and  territories  adjacent." 
He  doubted  for  himself,  whether  piracy  could 
effectuaUj  be  put  an  end  to  without  giving  au- 
thority to  our  naval  ofScers  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  the  land,  and  there  make  them  pris- 
oners. He  did  not  know  but  such  a  provision 
was  necessary ;  but,  if  so,  it  was  proper  that  the 
House  should  know  that  such  an  authority  was 
given.  This  bill,  it  appeared  to  him,  went  to 
authorize  any  hostile  operations  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  the  suppression  of 
piracy.  He  had  been  one  of  those  who  was  in 
fiivor  of  passing  a  bill  even  to  that  extent ;  but 
he  had  his  doubts  whether  this  House  was  ready 
to  invest  the  Executive  with  a  power  amount- 
ing to  that  of  making  war.  He  supposed  cases 
which  might  arise  under  this  bill.  Our  officers 
might  pursue  pirates  into  the  Island  of  Ouba, 
and  the  Spanish  authorities  might  resist  them. 
Here  was  at  once  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties between  us  and  Spain.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  not  worth  the  hazard  of  a  war 
to  authorize  our  officers  to  enter  the  territories 
of  other  powers  in  search  of  pirates.  The  power 
which  he  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  bill 
was  one  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  Executive, 
and  even  our  Navy  officers  would  exercise  with 
discretion ;  but  it  was  one  which  ought  to  be 
reflected  upon  well  before  it  was  given.  The 
same  argument  might  be  drawn  from  the  sup- 
posed entry  of  a  British  Island  as  of  a  Spanish 
territory.  He  did  not  rise  to  make  a  motion, 
but  to  suggest  a  doubt;  and  if  that  doubt  were 
confined  to  himself^  he  should  not  object  to  the 
bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  said  the  committee  which  report- 
ed the  bill,  aware  that  there  might  be  a  difficulty 
on  this  point,  had  not  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize even  the  pursuing  the  pirates  on  the  land, 
much  less  the  entering  the  territories  of  foreign 
powers  to  search  for  them.  The  bill  was  simply 
mtended  to  provide  for  the  suppression  of  piracy 
and  the  protection  of  commerce ;  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  could  by  possibility  warrant 
the  construction  that  it  was  to  give  authority  to 
the  Executive  to  seek  for  pirates  in  the  terri- 
tories of  foreign  powers.  The  question  with 
regard  to  the  law  of  nations  on  this  subject,  it 
was  not  necessary  here  to  discuss ;  but  Mr.  F. 
confessed  that  he  had  entertdned  the  opinion, 
that  if  an  officer  should  find  pirates  escaping 
from  his  pursuit  to  a  territory  of  a  foreign  pow- 
er, he  might  have  a  right  to  pursue  them  into 
the  actual  (not  nominal)  jurisdiction  of  that 

Eower.  Whether  that  was  the  law  or  not,  this 
ill  conferred  no  authority  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  a  question,  the  decision  of  which 
must  depend  on  the  laws  of  nations.  On  this 
point  he  had  no  doubt  such  instructions  would 
be  given  by  the  Executive  to  our  cruisers  as 
woiud  completely  guard  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 
This  bill  would  not  have  the  least  tendency 
towards  a  different  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  EnsTis  said  he  did  not  understand,  that, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  any  one  power 


has  a  right  to  make  war  on  the  territory  of  a 
neutral,  for  any  purpose  ivl^atever.  Every  oa- 
tion  has  a  right  to  pursue  pirates  on  the  high 
seas,  but  Mr.  E.  very  much  doubted  whether 
the  officers  of  one  nation  had  a  right  to  enter 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  another  country  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  We  have  a  right  to  ex- 
ecute our  own  laws  but  not  to  undertake  to 
make  or  execute  laws  for  another  country.  Hm 
power  to  pursue  pirates  into  the  territories  d 
another  nation  was  a  very  broad  one:  it  was  in 
fact  a  power  to  make  war.  If  the  bill  were  to 
pass  in  this  shape,  not  only  would  theExecutifO 
audits  officers  fe^  disposed  to  fulfil  the  wishei 
of  the  Legislature,  but  they  would  be  bound  to 
do  it  He  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  « 
making  unnecessary  objections ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  Congress  could  not,  consistently 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  confer  the  power  whidi 
this  bill  appeared  to  him  to  give. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  proposed  a 
amendment,  to  constitute  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

**And  he  tif /urf^  enacted,  That  the  Prendent  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  pnnai 
the  pirates  by  land  on  any  of  the  West  India  Uiab 
to  which  they  may  resort,  as  well  as  on  the  ooeo, 
until  they  are  exterminated."  ' 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  the  power  of  doing  this  wu 
doubted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma^achnsetts, 
he  thought  it  essentially  necessary  that  the  qnes- 
tion  as  to  the  power  should  be  met  and  deoded 
here.  He  trusted  Congress  would  not  pass  a 
law  in  which  the  duty  of  the«Executive  wasim- 
defined.  so  as  to  throw  the  responsibiUty  frtno 
themselves  upon  the  Executive.  If  any  respon- 
sibility is  to  oe  borne  in  respect  to  this  matter, 
Mr.  S.  said,  let  it  faU  here.  He  proposed  bylffl 
amendment,  not  only  that  the  Executive  should 
have  the  power,  but  that  it  should  be  its  duty, 
to  pursue  the  pirates  wherever  they  may  retreat 
Rrates  are  to  be  considered  as  the  enemies  of  aU 
mankind;  all  nations  should  be  consideredtf 
allies  against  them,  and  we  should  be  considered 
as  allies  of  all  other  powers  in  pursuing  the 
pirates  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  Bui^  whether 
we  were  considered  so  or  not,  it  is  lawftli 
even  in  national  war,  where  an  enemy  passes 
into  a  neutral  territory,  to  pursue  that  enemy 
thither.  Every  nation,  moreover,  has  a  right  to 
put  down  piracy.  K  we  have  a  right  to  ext«^ 
minate  the  pirates  we  have  a  right  to  adopt  the 
necessary  means  to  accomplish  the  object,  whkai 
caniiot  be  effected  without  our  allowing  oor 
Navy  to  go  further  than  the  gentleman  froffl 
Massachusetts  proposed.  That  gentleman  wooW 
confine  its  operations  to  the  ocean.  According 
to  that  strictness  of  limitation,  our  offiows  are 
not  to  enter  a  bay  or  creek  to  pursue  the  pirattfi 
Foreign  nations,  Mr.  8.  said,  act  too  ^^^^ 
reason  to  take  exceptions  to  our  measures.  Bnt» 
said  he,  let  us  give  a  direct  sanction  to  the  ne- 
cessary measures ;  let  this  amendment  be  adopt- 
ed, that  it  may  be  understood  the  pirates  areto 
be  pursued  until  they  are  entirely  destroyed, 
wherever  found. 
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¥r.  MoLaks,  of  Delaware,  felt  as  strongly  as 
any  one  the  necessity  of  effectaal  measures  for 
the  SQppression  of  piracy ;  hnt  we  ought  in  con- 
certing our  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  be  at 
least  persuaded  that  they  are  calculated  to  effect 
the  object  in  view,  and  not  to  involye  us  in  more 
serious  difficulties.  By  the  amendment  now 
proposed  to  this  bilL  the  utmost  scope  is  given 
— ^Do  limit  is  opposed  to  the  power  of  the  Gk>y- 
emment  to  authorize  our  cruisers  to  pursue 
pirates,  or   supposed   pirates,  wherever  they 

S lease;  and  they  may  mvade,  at  pleasure,  the 
ominions  of  a  friendly  power  in  pursuit  oi  any 
whom  they  may  suppose  to  be  pirates.    We 
have  not  the  right,  said  Mr.  McL.,  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  the  laws  of  nations  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  to  adopt  such  a  provision.    Nor  is 
it  necessary  for  the  object  in  view  that  we 
should  adopt  any  such  provision.    In  framing 
oar  laws,  we  ought  to  have  regard  to  die  laws 
of  nations,  by  which  we  ourselves  profess  to 
be  governed  in  our  conduct  towards  other 
nations,  and  by  which  we  insist  that  other 
nations   shall   be  governed  in  their  conduct 
towards  us.    We  have  no  right  to  pursue  even 
a  pirate  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  or  friend- 
ly power,  until  that  power  has  refused  to  inter- 
pose or  is  incompetent  by  reason  of  its  own  im- 
Decility  to  prevent  and  punish  the  crime.    Has 
this  House  any  information  that  tiie  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  has  refused  its  aid  to  suppress 
these  piracies,  or  that  she  is  incompetent  to  do 
it?    We  have  no  such  information,  nor  any  on 
which  we  could  sround  such  a  measure  as  that 
which  is  proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  if  we 
were  to  pursue  pirates  on  her  territory,  the  re- 
sult would  be  an  immediate  complaint  of  such 
invasion  of  her  territorial  rights.    And  what 
answer  could  we  return  to  such  complaint? 
Gould  we  say  that  the  ^rovemment  of  Spain 
was  unable  or  unwilling  to  interpose  its  aid  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  piracies?    We 
could  not,  because  on  that  point  we  have  no  in- 
formation.   But,  was  it  necessary  for  our  pur- 
pose, to  pursue  tiiese  pirates  on  the  land?    Was 
It  not  almost  certain  they  might  be  put  down 
without  our  doing  so?    The  documents  upon 
the  table  state  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  and 
of  the  Navy  Department  to  be  explicitly  that 
tills  object  may  be  accomplished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  without  any  such  desperate 
and  dangerous  remedy  as  is  contained  in  tliis 
amendment,  which  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
consider  when  its  consideration  was  forced  upon 
us  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.    Let  us,  said 
he,  give  the  Executive  this  appropriation.    Let 
ns  enable  it  to  send  out  this  force,  and  after  it 
has  been  employed  promptly  and  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  its  capacity — ^if,  after  the  Executive 
has  used  every  means  in  its  hands,  we  find  these 
pirates  cannot  be  exterminated,  let  us  remon- 
strate and  call  on  the  Spanish  Government  to 
expel  tiiem  from  its  coasts  and  territories.    If, 
after  this^  the  Spanish  Grovemment  refuses  or  is 
imable  to-  do  its  duty,  then  I  will  go  with  the 
gentleman*     But^  Mr.  McL.  said,  until  it  is  de- 


monstrated that  our  means  proposed  to  be  ap- 
plied to  this  object  are  insufficient,  he  could  not 
agree  to  a  proposition  which  seemed  to  be 
fraught  with  so  much  evil,  as  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Cambbeleno,  of  New  York,  sud  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fatality  in  every  thing  connected 
with  these  pirates.  When  our  vessels  capture 
them,  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them  from  the 
gallows;  and  when  we  capture  vessels  which 
are  to  all  intents  pirates,  tiiey  make  their  escape 
from  a  just  fate  through  the  sinuosities  of  the 
law.  Now  we  have  a  bill  before  us,  for  putting 
an  end  to  piracy,  which  calls  for  prompt  action, 
and  its  progress  is  impeded  by  needless  prop- 
ositions for  amendment  This  bilL  Mr.  0.  said, 
did  not  call  /or  any  land  force  to  take  possession 
of  any  territory,  nor  were  we  now  required  to 
discuss  any  question  of  national  law.  This  bill 
does  not  authorize  the  President  to  send  a  land 
force  to  pursue  the  pirates  and  break  up  their 
establishments.  Whenever  that  great  question 
comes  up,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it. 
At  present,  however,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
throw  no  needless  impediment  in  the  way  of  thia 
bill.  He  should  himself  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment, or  any  other  resembling  it.  He  liked  the 
bill  as  it  was ;  and  he  hoped  our  officers  when  in 
pursuit  of  those  pirates,  would  not  pause  at  an 
imaginary  line.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
pursuit  of  the  pirates  would  not  involve  us  in 
war ;  but,  if  war  must  be  the  consequence,  he 
hoped  every  member  of  this  House  was  pre- 
pared to  abide  by  it.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  the  questions  of  law  which  do  not 
belong  to  it  would  be  deferred  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Babboub  (the  Speaker)  was  equally  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  as  now  modified  and 
as  originally  proposed.  If,  he  said,  the  House 
were  no^  legislating  on  a  subject  on  which  it 
had  complete  power  unconnected  with  national 
law,  they  might  ^ve  to  it  what  direction 
they  plei^ed.  But  the  power  of  any  nation  in 
relation  to  pirates  d^ends  on  the  doctrines  of 
the  law  of  nations.  We  cannot,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  B.,  by  legislating  here,  imput  any  power  to 
the  Executive  in  regard  to  this  subject  beyond 
what  is  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations.  He 
put  this  question  to  tiie  House :  The  President 
IS  Oommander-in-Ohief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States ;  in  the  execution  of  any 
duty  in  which  he  is  to  caU  the  Army  and  Navy 
into  action,  he  is  to  act  according  to  his  legiti- 
mate power.  If  the  subject  be  one  on  which 
the  legislation  of  Congress  is  binding,  he  will 
foUow  the  law.  If  the  subject  be  one  upon 
which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  the  rule  of 
conduct,  he  will  follow  that  Without  this 
House,  then,  deciding  the  question  of  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Execu- 
tive has  the  question  to  decide,  and  that  it  is 
one  on  whidi  this  House  ought  not  to  attempt 
a  decision.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of  pirates 
being  the  enemies  of  Sie  human  race,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  it,  and  on  the  ffreat  highway  of 
nations  we  have  a  right  to  take  them  and  deal 
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with  them  as  we  please.  Bat  it  was  another 
question  how  far  we  have  a  right  to  pursue 
tnem  on  the  territory  of  another  and  a  mendly 
power.  As  to  the  idea  of  all  nations  being  si- 
nes on  such  an  ocoasionf  the  sentleman  should 
recollect  that  there  are  no  allies  until  the  par- 
ties have  determined  to  make  war  togetner. 
All  nations  have  a  right  to  make  war;  but 
whether  they  will  actually  engage  in  it  is  a 
question  for  every  nation  to  determine  for  itself. 
The  argument  of  his  colleague  was,  therefore, 
Mr.  B.  said,  in  this  particular,  founded  on  a  pre- 
sumption which  did  not  exist.  Without  haying 
referred  to  the  books  on  tins  subject,  Mr.  B.  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  to  be,  that  we  have  not  a 
light  to  enter  mto  the  territory  of  any  neutral 
power  to  suppress  piracy,  at  least  untU  it  is  as- 
certained that  such  nation  has  consented  to  our 
doing  so.  Whateyer  rule  we  apply,  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  may  of  right  be  reciprocated 
upon  us;  and  he  ad^ed  the  gentleman  whether 
he  would  allow  any  foreign  power  to  land 
troops  on  our  shores,  or  march  through  our 
country,  on  the  plea  of  seeking  for  pirates! 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  generally  his 
decided  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  AscmxB,  of  Yir^nia,  objected  to  all  parts 
of  the  amendment.  He  objected  to  it  on  sey- 
eral  grounds ;  among  which,  one  was,  that  it 
proposed  in  effect  to  diyest  Congress  and  to 
ffiye  to  the  Executiye  the  power  to  make  war. 
Kor  was  this  alL  No  nation,  though  haying  just 
cause  of  war,  has  a  right  to  make  war,  until  the 
grounds  of  the  war  have  been  submitted  to  the 
adyersary  power,  and  the  demand  for  repara- 
tion of  tiie  ii\jury  has  been  found  unayailing. 
This  amendment,  however,  s^d  Mr.  A.,  goes  to 
give  the  Executive  the  power  to  make  war  in  a 
case,  in  which  even  we,  the  Bepresei^tatives  of 
the  people,  could  not  have  the  power.  From 
mere  wantonness,  or  volition  of  any  officer,  un- 
der the  amendment,  war  might  be  made  on  the 
territories  of  Spain  or  any  other  power.  There  is 
no  such  power  even  in  us,  said  he ;  no  such  power 
could  be  given  to  us  by  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  and  we  could  not  confer  such  a  pow- 
er. We  have  been  told,  by  recent  advices  from 
Europe,  that  application  has  been  made  by  the 
British  Government  to  that  of  Spain  for  the 
very  permission  to  pursue  the  pirates  which  is 
contemplated  by  this  amendment.  Kow,  Mr. 
A.  put  it  to  this  House,  whether  it  would  not 
only  give  power  to  tiie  Executive  to  make  war 
upon  a  foreign  nation,  but  also  authority  to  de- 
pute that  power,  whether  it  would  do  so,  with- 
out any  necessity  whatever,  when  we  know  too 
that  permission  has  been  obtained  by  another 
power,  from  that  foreign  power,  to  pursue  ^e 
pirates  on  its  territory,  and  may  be  obtained  for 
this  Government  also,  if  desired.  The  amend- 
ment he  considered,  therefore,  to  be  not  only 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  public  law, 
but  with  the  necessity  in  wmch  we  are  placed 
at  this  time,  &c. 

Mr.  Golden  said,  referring  to  Mr.  Ersns^s 
suggestion,  that  as  he  understood  the  bill,  no 


power  was  proposed  to  be  communicated  bjit 
to  the  Executive  which  the  Executive  does  not 
possess — ^not  power  which  he  is  not  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  as  an  authority  derived,  not  from  ^ 
House,  but  from  the  law  of  nations.   Mr.  Q. 
adverted  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bill:  tk 
only  thing  which  looked  like  giving  power  wii 
that  sentence  which  defines  the  piur^oses  for 
which  the  force  about  to  be  created  istole 
employed.    Did  this  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
Executive?    Surely  not    Whence  was  deriTcd 
the  power  which  was  now  exercised  bj  theEi- 
ecutive  in  regard  to  piraey.   There  has  been  bo 
law  passed  by  Gongress  defining  piraej:  it  is 
under  the  law  of  nations  that  we  pmsne  and 
capture  pirates.   Under  this  law  it  is  not  neoes- 
sary  that  we  should  be  on  land  to  be  in  the  te^ 
ritory  of  another  power.    We  are  in  hia  te^ 
ritory  when  within  the  limits  which  define  tiie 
extent  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  sea,  Tiz:  tba 
distance  of  cannon  shot  (or  three  miles)  from 
the  shore.    By  the  use  of  the  word  ^^teni* 
tories,"  therefore,  nopower  was  intended  to  be 
given  by  this  bill.    The  President  will  excrdaB 
tiie  same  power,  after  the  passage  of  this  Islii 
that  he  does  now,  and  to  the  same  degree,  nfr 
der  the  law  of  nations.    Mr.  G.  then  direded 
his  attention  to  the  amendment' which  iras  nov 
before  the  House.    It  proposed  to  extend  tba 
power  of  the  Executive  beyond  thelavofnfr 
tions,  and  would  be  so  £u:  nugatoiy.   Was  it 
possible  such  a  right  could  enst  as  was  there 
assumed?    Our  own  feelings  teU  us,  said  b^ 
that  this  right  can  be  no  part  of  the  Jaw  of  na- 
tions.   That  law  is  founded  on  the  oommos 
feeling  and  the  common  consent  of  all  mankiDd; 
and  it  would  be  at  once  acknowledged  on  refleo* 
tion,  that  there  could  be  no  common  feelipf  or 
common  consent  in  favor  of  such  a  jproviaQiL 
You  cannot  pursue  d  pirate  on  the  inbsbited 
territory  or  m  the  towns  or  fortifications  a 
another  power;  but  still,  said  Mr.  0^  IdoBci 
believe  the  law  of  nations  ti^  up  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  these  common  d^ 
redators,  so  that  the  moment  they  put  their  foot 
on  the  territory  of  a  nation  in  amity  with  i^ 
we  must  cease  to  follow  them.    WhateterB 
the  power  in  this  respect,  however,  the  Ptea- 
ident  now  possesses  it  under  the  lawof  natioDi 
The  modification  of  the  amendment,  Ur^ 
considered  worse  than  the   original  amend- 
ment, because,  by  that,  if  he  was  right,  an  nn- 
just  limit  was  proposed  to  be  set  to  the  power 
of  the  Executive;  for  it  would  be  easily  coo- 
ceived  that,  if  it  was  made  the  dnty  of  tbe 
cruising  officer  to  ask  the  permission  there  re 
ferred  to,  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  annament  about  to  be  fitted 
out.    Mr.  G.  supposed  cases  to  show,  witho» 
theorizing,  its  practical  effect    The  true  line  of 
right  in  tiiis  case,  was  so  plain,  it  might  be  sMi 
to  be  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  hetfts 
of  men,  and  might  be  thus  rendered :  Ton  shall 
not  pursue  these  pirates  on  my  territoiy  wh«« 
I  have  a  force  sufficient  to  correct  them ;  V 
doing  so,  you  violate  my  rights;  but  when  Uie 
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depredator  flies  into  that  part  of  mj  territory 
where  I  cannot  exercise  authority,  yon  may 
pnrsne  him.  80  thatif  the  pirates  land  on  one 
of  the  keys  in  the  W  est  Indies,  can  any  one 
donbt  onr  right  to  pursue  them,  whoever  claims 
dominion  of  the  naked  soil  ?  Tlie  simple  object 
of  this  bill  was,  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the^z- 
ecatlYe  the  means  of  executing  the  laws  of  na- 
tions with  regard  to  pirates,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  pass  without  amendment 

Mr.  TBiMBLB,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not 
know  but  he  should  be  disposed  to  le^Iate  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  the  powers  of  this  House 
for  the  suppresdon  of  piracy;  but  he  was  not 
perfectiy  sadsfied  what  that  verge  was,  or  that 
this  committee  was  at  this  moment  well  ad- 
vised of  it  He  thought  himself  that  die  charac- 
ter of  the  country  was  concerned  in  the  passage 
of  any  legislative  act  which  may  in  itself  violate 
national  Uw.  He  did  not  say  that  any  propo- 
aition  now  before  the  House  did  so.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stood;  but  he 
thought  it  advisable  that  more  time  should  be 
taken  to  consider  its  provisions — ^that  it  might 
be  voted  upon  on  Monday  with  more  fixed  opin- 
ions than  gentlemen  appeared  now  to  entertain. 
The  law  of  nations,  he  said,  was  not  very  occult ; 
bat  whilst  gentiemen  learned  in  the  law  had,  in 
this  debate,  differed  in  opinion  as  to  what  the 
law  is,  was  it  not  due  to  the  character  of  the 
House  and  the  nation  to  take  care,  whilst  legis- 
lating to  the  very  verge  of  its  powers,  they  did 
not  go  beyond  that  point  He  proposed,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  in 
its  original  form  (as  given  in  the  beginning  of 
the  debate)  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  tiiird  time. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,,  passed 
without  a  division,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
ICr.  BucHAHAK,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Lieutenant  Pierce. 

JCr.  Fabsellt  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

J^etolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflbirs  be 
fatfltrncted  to  inquire  into  the  proprielT  of  makina 
some  prtmsion  for  the  support  of  the  widow  and  child 
of  lieutenant  Geom  Pierce,  of  the  United  Statea 
Kavyt  ▼ho  lately  died  of  tlie  yellow  fever,  contracted 
on  board  of  the  frigate  Macedonia,  when  in  the  ler- 
vioe  of  hia  oonntry. 

ICr.  Fabbeixt  accompanied  this  motion  with 
a  few  observations*  It  was,  he  conceived,  of  a 
nature  analogous  to  that  adopted  the  other  day, 
proposiiig  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
motiierof  the  late  Lieutenant  Allen.  It  was 
tne,  he  said,  that  lieutenant  Pierce  did  not 
lUl  in  battle,  but  he  lost  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  countiy,  pursuing  the  common  enemy  of 
all  nations  into  a  peetuential  climate.    Mr.  F. 


said  it  was  his  fortune  to  know  lieutenant 
Pierce  when  on  service  at  Erie,  where  he  was 
distinguished  for  the  strictness  of  his  discipline, 
and  for  every  trait  whidi  distingmshes  a  gentie- 
man,  whicAi  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife  (whom  he  married  at  Erie)  and 
his  child  were  now,  he  understood,  in  Yirginia, 
without  even  means  of  returning  to  the  place 
of  her  nativity.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
which  made  the  duty  to  provide  for  the  fismily 
of  the  deceased  less  incumbent  than  it  would 
have  been  had  he  Men  by  the  hands  of  the 
robbers  whom  he  was  in  pursuit  of,  in  which 
case,  by  the  existing  provisions  of  our  laws,  his 
family  would  have  been  entitied  to  a  pension,  fta 
The  question  was  taken,  without  fhrther  de- 
bate, on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  small  majority— ^7  votes 
to  54. 


TnxsDAT,  December  17. 

Beioard/or  Caoturing  Pirates. 
Mr.  OoiDBN  presentea  a  memorial  of  Lawrence 
Kearney,  commander  of  the  United  States  brig 
of  war  *^  Enterprise,"  on  behalf  of  himself  the 
officers,  and  crew,  of  said  brig,  setting  forth,  that, 
in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, he  captured  in  the  month  of  October,  1821, 
five  piratical  vessels,  with  two  of  their  prizes; 
that  he  destroyed  two  of  the  piratical  vessels, 
and  with  the  remaining  three  and  the  two  prizes 
arrived  in  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  Soutii  Oaro- 
lina,  where  the  former  were  libelled  for  condem- 
nation, and  the  latter  for  salvage ;  that  the  con- 
demnation took  place,  and  the  chdm  for  salvage 
was  allowed,  but  that  the  costs  of  prosecution 
were  so  enormous  as  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  dollars  more  than  was  received 
for  the  sale  of  the  prizes,  which  deficiency  he 
has  been  compelled  to  pay ;  and  that  the  costs 
of  prosecuting  the  claim  for  salvage  amount  to 
fdmost  as  much  as  the  proceeds  of  said  daimu 
leaving  but  a  small  balance  to  be  distributed 
among  his  crew  as  prize-money ;  tiiat  the  mer- 
chandise libelled  for  salvage  paid  upwards  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  duties  into  the  Treasury, 
and  praying  that  sudi  part  of  said  duties  may  be 
refunded  as  will  make  a  reasonable  compensation 
to  himself,  his  officers,  and  crew,  for  the  rii^  and 
trouble  they  have  had  in  the  capture  aforesaid. — 
Referred  to  the  Oonmiittee  on  l^aval  Affairs. 

£e$ignatum  of  Oen,  Samnel  Sniih^  of  ML 

The  Sfbakeb  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter,  to  wit: 

WASHDroToir,  Dec  17,  1822. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  thet  I  hftve 
been  appointed  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  of 
Maryland  m  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
ooneequence  do  reaign  my  seat  in  the  Hoose  of  Rep- 
reientatiTee.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

S-SMTTH. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Basboub,^ 

Speaker  of  the  Hotm  ifBepe* 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  do  lie  on  the 
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table,  and  that  the  Speaker  of  thb  House  be  di- 
rected to  oommnnicate  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Cknith  to  the  Groyemor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Diiffunement  of  Fublic  Money, 

The  engrossed  bill  **  concerning  the  disburse- 
ment of  pubUo  moneys,'*  (forbidding  advances  on 
contracts,)  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  bill,  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly 
state.  The  present  system  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  two  and  thirty  years,  and  had  been 
amended,  from  time  to  time,  until  it  had  been 
made  such  as  to  compel  those  who  had  the  dis- 
bursement of  public  money  to  account  for  it 
promptly.  He  believed,  he  said,  notwithstanding 
a  considerable  noise  had  been  made  about  the 
lofis  of  public  money  in  its  collection  and  dis- 
bursement, it  would  be  found,  when  the  subject 
was  fairly  considered,  and  all  the  facts  fully 
known,  that  the  total  amount  of  losses,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  about  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  In  the  port  of  New  York,  in 
which  most  of  the  duties  on  imports  were  col- 
lected, he  did  not  know  that  the  total  loss  would 
amount  to  $600,000.  Mr.  N.  was  satisfied,  he 
said,  that  the  Government  isgoing  on  extremely 
well ;  that  the  accounting  officers  are  Uttremely 
vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty ;  that  all 
those  into  whose  han£i  the  public  money  goes, 
are  called  strictly  to  account  for  its  expenditure. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  pass  new  laws  upon  the 
subiect?  Things  are  going  on  very  well;  let 
us  be  satisfied  with  them  as  they  are.  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  that  the  greatest  curse  which 
could  beflcdl  a  republican  people  was  the  multi- 
plication of  unnecessary  laws.  Besides  this  gene- 
ral objection,  however,  he  had  other  serious  ob- 
jections to  this  bUl.  The  bill  provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  advanced  to  contractors  but  for 
articles  ftmushed,  the  value  of  which  shall  be 
ascertained,  and  for  services  actually  rendered. 
Then  comes  a  proviso,  authorizing  the  officers 
of  Grovemment  to  make  advances  when  they 
think  them  necessary  to  the  public  service.  Thus, 
Mr.  N.  said,  the  proviso  neutralizes  the  enact- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  leaves  things  exactly  as 
they  now  are.  But  suppose  it  does  not  leave 
things  as  l^ey  are.  By  excluding  advances  you 
put  an  end  at  once  to  competition,  by  which  the 
public  interest  is  so  much  consulted.  Tour  most 
valuable  citizens  are  at  once  excluded  from  en- 
gaging in  the  business  of  supply  for  the  public 
service.  The  wealth  of  the  mechanics  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  consists  in  their  hon- 
esty and  their  enterprise ;  they  have  no  other 
oapitaL  They  cannot  make  contracts,  if  you  for- 
bid advances  to  them.  By  doing  so,  you  throw 
the  business  of  contracts  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
men  who  have  capital,  and  who  will  make  the 
€k>vemment  pay  as  high  as  possible  for  that 
Uiey  furnish.  So  &r  from  producing  the  delight- 
ful system  of  economy  which  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  imagine,  it  will  produce  the  opposite 


efiTect^  of  prodigality,  and,  in  addition,  wi]ll)et 
proscription  of  a  large  class  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens. This,  however,  was  not  his  only  objection 
to  the  bill.  This  House,  he  said,  was  the  Gnnd 
Inquest  of  the  nation,  whose  business  it  was  to 
arrest  and  punish  usurpations  of  power.  But 
the  House  was  about  itselfto  usurp  power,  is 
dismissing  persons  from  public  offices  by  law, 
(on  tiieir  fimure  periodically  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts, &c.)  This,  Mr.  N.  said,  was  an  Execotire 
power ;  it  was  one  of  tiie  prerogatives  of  the 
President.  If  he  do  not  do  his  duty  in  remoTiig 
from  offiice  those  who  may  neglect  their  daty,  he 
is  amenable  to  this  House  for  his  misccHidiMi 
For  these,  and  other  reasons,  which  he  would 
not  fatigue  the  House  by  stating,  Mr.  N.  beliered 
tiiat  the  bill  was  unnecessary  and  ought  not  to 
pass,  and  should  give  it  his  decided  neg&tiTe. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  {hat  to  the  whole  of  the  ob* 
jections  adduced  by  his  colleague  to  this  bill,  it 
would  be  a  sufficient  answer,  perhaps,  that  the 
present  practice  in  the  Government  approached 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  in 
this  bill.  If  ms  arguments,  therefore,  were  weQ 
founded,  they  formed  no  objection  to  the  biB; 
inasmucn  as,  that  what  was  now  practice  in  the 
Government  could  not  be  worseif  it  were  made 
law.  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  letter  from  the  See* 
retary  of  War,  yesterday  read  to  the  Honse,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  that  Department  had 
found  it  necessary  to  bring  the  public  bnsines 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  bj 
this  bill.  Mr.  B.  had  further  understood  in 
conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  it 
was  desirable  tiiat  the  system  now  established 
in  practice  should  be  fixed  and  made  permanent 
by  a  legislative  act ;  because  every  new  officer 
coming  into  the  Government,  unapprised  and 
unacquainted  with  the  difficulties  of  this  sort 
which  he  would  have  to  encounter  under  the 
former  system  of  advances,  &c.,  was  thrown, 
before  he  knew  it,  into  the  very  vortex  of  them. 
Was  not  this,  Mr.  B.  a^ed,  a  demonstrable  a^ 
gument  in  favor  of  this  bill  and  against  hisc(^ 
league  ?  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  late  Message  of  the 
President,  to  show  the  quantities  of  pnblio 
money  which  were  at  one  time  in  the  hands  of 
public  agents.  Are  the  moneys  of  the  coontiT, 
said  he,  to  be  thus  thrown  abroad,  sublMt  only 
to  the  accountability  of  individuals  f  wasthii 
necessary  ?  Could  not  Government  be  snpport* 
ed  but  on  principles  fraught  with  destruction 
to  the  public  interest?  And  if  there  be  an  m- 
dividuid  who  is  benefited  by  profligacy  in  u* 
public  expenditure,  is  that  a  reason  why  w» 
bill  should  not  pass  ?  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  M 
colleague  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  wodd 
support  the  principle  that  any  individual  in  the 
Government,  let  his  situation  be  what  it  will,  tf 
to  be  sustained  at  the  public  expense.  Hr.  R 
defended  the  bill  from  the  charge  of  partiahty. 
The  causes  of  discrimination  between  penons 
seeking  contracts  are,  said  Mr.  B.,  beyond  our 
control.  Did  the  gentleman  suppose  the  w- 
emment  was  to  make  contracts  with  persons 
who  are  paupers,  and  put  large  sums  into  their 
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hands,  relying  anon  their  accountability  f  The 
gentleman  would  be  himself  one  of  the  first  to 
blame  the  Goyemment  for  doing  so.  This  bill, 
besides,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  save  the  public 
money  from  being  lost  and,  from  what  appeared 
from  the  President's  Message,  it  was  hign  time 
some  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  further  dilap- 
idation of  the  public  money.  Mr.  B.  took  fur- 
ther views  of  the  subject,  of  the  same  import 
'With  the  preceding.  He  particularly  denied 
that  the  bill  bore  on  the  less  wealthy  more 
severely  than  on  others,  inasmuch  as  their  con- 
tracts, he  urged,  would  give  them  credit  for  as 
much  money  as  was  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  them.  And  with  regard  to 
usurpation,  which  had  been  charged  upon  the 
bill,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  supposed  the  very  es- 
sence of  legislation  to  be  to  lay  down  general 
roles  under  which  those  who  perform  the  Ex- 
ecutive functions  are  to  act.  If  the  Legislature 
-were  cut  off  from  tliis  authority,  the  Executive 
iras  supreme  as  to  every  thing  relating  to  public 
oflBces,  and  no  act  of  Congress  could  f^ect  him, 
irhich  was  a  doctrine  which  he  presumed  the 
House,  would  not  sustain,  &c. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  by  a  large  miyority, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Georgia  and  the  United  States. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  articles 
of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Greorgia,  as  affected  by 
the  Greek  and  Cherokee  treaties. 

The  resolutions  are  in  the  following  words : 

•  JUsolved  by  the  BenaU  and  Eoute  of  BepruewUOwei 
of  the  VnUed  8kUet  of  America^  in  Congrtu  assent 
JiUdy  That  so  much  of  the  above  treaties  as  pretends 
to  grant  to  the  Indians  fee-simple  titles  to  lands  with- 
in the  limits  of  Georgia,  is  a  violation  of  the  sover- 
eign rights  of  that  State. 

2.  Benhedf  That  so  much  of  the  said  treaties  as 
purports  to  grant  to  the  Indians  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship, is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Congress. 

3.  Jiuolredf  That  the  sum  of be  appropriated 

far  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  titles  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

4.  IU$oltedy  That  so  much  of  the  treaty,  made 
the  27th  of  February,  1819,  as  directs  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to 
be  vested  in  some  public  stock,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  does  not  accord 
with  the  general  policy  of  this  GoTemment,  and  the 
power  of  Congrress  orer  the  public  property  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Geor^a,  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  first  three  of  these  resolutions,  and  insert  in 
Hen  thereof  the  following : 

1.  JUtolved  by  tMe  Senate  and  ffoute  <if  Repretenta- 
dvetoftke  United  SUUe$  ofAmerieaj  in  Congress  a«- 
mmbled.  That  so  much  of  the  several  treaties,  made 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  and  Chero- 


kee Indians,  as  provides  for  reserves  to  the  Indians, 
of  lands  in  fee  simple,  within  the  territory  ceded  to 
Georgia,  is  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  sovereien 
rights  of  that  State,  and  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
*' articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,"  concluded 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  of  a  sum, 
adequate  to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  to  the 
'*  reserves  "embraced  within  the  treaties  above  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  Tattnall  sdd  it  was  not  his  intention, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  was  that  of  his  colleagaes, 
to  detain  the  attention  of  this  Honse  by  remarks 
upon  this  sabject.  It  had  been  so  fully  discuss- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  one  of  his  colleagues, 
and  the  views  which  he  had  taken  of  it  had  been 
so  decidedly  supported  by  the  vote  of  this  House 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  refer- 
red to  in  the  third  resolution,  he  should  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  now,  than  that  the  resolu- 
tions now  submitted  were  a  mere  modification 
of  those  for  which  he  proposed  to  substitute 
them.  The  only  subject  involvedwas  that  of 
the  lands  reserved  to  the  Indians  in  fee  simple. 
It  would  be  remembered  by'all^  that,  by  the 
articles  of  cession  and  agreement  of  1802,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Georgia,  it  became 
obligatory  on  the  United  States  to  extinguish 
the  fee  simple,  as  well  as  the  national  rights  of 
the  Indians.  Through  the  inadvertence  of  those 
who  were  authorized  to  make  the  treaties  in 
question,  or  from  some  other  cause,  among  other 
provisions,  certain  reserves  in  fee  simple  were 
made  to  particular  Indians.  The  consequence 
of  this  was,  a  state  of  things  perfectly  unparal- 
leled. For  it  was  a  fact  that  it  was  now  a 
question  agitated  in  the  courts  of  Geor^ 
whether  there  existed  over  those  reservations, 
at  this  moment,  any  national  jurisdiction  what- 
soever. According  to  his  view  of  the  matter,  Mr. 
T.  said,  these  spots  are  not  at  present  subject  to 
any  national  jurisdiction  whatsoever.  These 
resolutions  called  upon  the  House  simply  to  en- 
force the  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia — ^to  recognize  the  principle  that  an 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made  for  this  purpose-. 
The  amount  of  it  would  be  a  matter  to  be  settled 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wood  professed  himself  to  be  in  want  of 
some  fnr^er  information  than  he  now  had  on 
this  subject.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
amount  involved  in  these  reservations,  &c.  He 
suggested,  also,  that,  as  the  first  resolution  was 
merely  an  abstract  declaration,  which  could 
have  no  legal  effect,  it  was  calculated  to  embar- 
rass the  House  without  any  correspondent  ad- 
vantage to  the  State  of  Geor^  &c,  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  moving,  in  order  to  allow  further 
time  to  examine  the  subject,  that  the  committee 
now  rise  and  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  not  tenacious  as  to 
the  first  resolution.  But,  when  money  was 
asked  to  be  appropriated,  there  appeared  to  be 
a  propriety  in  statmg  the  grounds  of  the  i^pro- 
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priation.  Bat,  said  he,  give  tis  the  money,  if 
the  House  choose,  and  we  will  relinquish  the 
deoLaration.  Give  us  justice,  and. we  care 
nothing  ahout  resolutions.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had 
no  ohjection  to  giving  further  time  for  consid- 
eration, being  well  assured  that,  when  well 
understood,  these  resolutions  woidd  not  meet 
with  Hie  least  objection. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  to  authorize  certain  persons  in  Mis- 
souri to  try  the  titles  to  their  lands,  was  next  in 
order,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RAnnoN,  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Ocoaj^ion  <if  Columbia  River. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  to  provide 
for  tiie  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  €k>lum- 
bia  Biver,  and  the  House  went  into  a  €k>mmittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  subject. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  Flotb,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that 
after  the  labor  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
this  subject  by  the  €k>mmittee  on  the  Occupation 
of  Ihe  C!olumbia  Biver,  and  the  long  report 
which  they  had  presented  to  the  House,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  he  should  say  much  that 
was  new  or  interesting  in  support  of  the  bill : 
iJl  that  he  desired  was  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  ^e  House  for  a  short  time,  until  he  offered  a 
few  &ct8  which  were  in  his  possession,  and  such 
reflections  as  had  presented  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  the  measure. 

I  know,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  much  has  been  said 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Oolumbia,  or 
Oregon,  and  that  the  measure  has  been  by  some 
call^  fonciful,  and  I  a  bold  projector;  against 
which  in  the  outset  I  must  protest,  as  I  have 
always  conceived  persons  of  that  character  to 
^  be  often  governed  by  motives  other  than  the 
good  of  their  country,  though  the  nation  may 
sometimes  even  be  benefited  by  them.  I  hope, 
however,  to  show  in  this  that  benefits  will  result 
to  the  public;  and  at  most  it  is  only  acting 
promptly,  under  precisely  the  same  principle 
which  has  directed  the  process  of  population 
from  the  moment  the  English  first  landed  in 
Virginia,  until  it  has  penetrated  far  into  the 
'  bosom  of  the  forest.  I  will,  in  the  first  place, 
notice  its  course.    ' 

The  first  charter  granted  to'  Virginia,  by  King 
James  the  First  of  England,  bears  date  the  10th 
of  April,  1606,  which  limits  the  settlements  to 
one  hundred  miles.  In  his  subsequent  charters 
the  boundary  is  extended.  But,  some  time  af- 
ter that,  the  authority  of  the  crown  was  used 
to  prevent  any  settlement  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountain ;  which  proved  to  be  altogether 
a  fruitless  attempt,  as  (to  use  the  words  of  the 
celebrated  Voltaure)  "  the  ball  of  empire  was 
rolling  to  the  West; "  no  power  of  government 
could  resist  its  progress. 

Tennessee,  I  believe,  was  settled  contrary  to 
the  command  of  Government ;  and  Governor 
-Sevier,  a  gentleman  of  great  enterprise,  high 
integrity  and  honor,  was  even  outlawed  for 


having  the  temerity  to  go  beyond  the  limits 
signed  to  the  people  by  their  Government.  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  State,  but  I  see  enough  of  her  intdligent 
members  to  correct  me  if  I  am  in  an  error. 

Kentucky,  it  is  true,  was  afterwards  settled 
by  Virginia,  but  her  citizens  occupied  the  conn- 
try  at  tneir  own  hazard,  maintained  it  by  their 
own  warS)  and  brought  it  to  its  present  state  of 
grandeur  and  improvement  A  more  recent 
example  ia  afforded  us  in  the  settlement  of 
Boon^B  lick — ^the  finest  fairest,  and  most  fei^ 
tile  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Individual 
enterprise  sought  that  country,  and  occupied  it 
contniry  to  the  wishes  and  authority  of  this 
Government.  Of  this  fact  I  have  not  the  proo^ 
but  have  not  heard  the  charge  denied.  Thus  it 
is  with  those  who  hold  authority,  whether  Be- 
publican,  Imperial,  or  Royal;  all  take  npoQ 
themselves  the  exdusive  privilege  of  t:htnking 
for  the  people ;  of  checking  the  progress  of 
population  in  one  direction,  and  fixing  bounda- 
ries to  it  in  another,  beyond  which  they  are  not 
permitted  to  pass ; — all  must  quadrate  with  the 
Executive  notion  of  military  defence.  This  dis- 
position of  Government  checked,  but  the  flood 
rolled  slowly  onward — "the  ball  of  empire"  is 
indeed  ^  rolling  to  the  West." 

In  the  year  1756  the  population  of  Virginia 
had  spread  three  hundred  miles  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  comprLsing  a  period  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  years.  From  the  year  VTh^ 
to  the  year  1779,  owing  perhaps  to  the  war,  no 
great  change  was  visible  in  the  western  fron- 
tier. At  this  period  the  western  country  be- 
gan to  be  inhabited;  and  down  to  the  year 
1822,  comprising  a  period  of  forty-three  years, 
we  find  that  the  population  has  spread  over  the 
country  to  the  distance  of  one  tiiousand  and. 
forty-one  miles.  The  war  of  the  Revolution 
put  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people ;  tliej 
were  not  disposed  to  be  kept  cramped  on  sterile 
soil,  because  the  military  aspect  oi  the  country 
would  better  please  the  notions  of  their  op- 
pressors. Every  man  had  a  right,  by  our  prin- 
ciples, to  ''seek  his  own  happiness  in  his  own 
way ; "  and  the  mandates  which  would  have 
kept  Boon's  Lick  a  wilderness  were  disregard- 
ed. This  short  space  of  time  is  less  than  the 
life  of  many  individuals  in  this  House.  This  is 
not  "  a  tale  of  the  times  of  old ; "  it  has  taken 
place  in  our  own  day.  There  are  strong  proofe 
that  the  people  perceive  their  own  interests  long 
before  the  Government  can  be  prevailed  upon 
to  relinquish  to  them  the  privilege  of  acting. 

The  settlement  on  the  Oregon,  as  contem- 
plated by  this  bill,  connecting  the  trade  of  that 
river  and  coast  with  the  Missouri  and  the  Misms- 
sippi,  is  to  open  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  ship- 
ping interests  and  the  western  country,  sor- 
passing  the  hopes  even  of  avarice  itself.  It 
consists  principally  of  things  which  will  par- 
chase  the  manufactures  and  products  of  China 
at  a  better  profit  than  gold  and  silver ;  and  if 
that  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the  country  to 
which  its  value  and  position  entitle  it^  it  will 
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^eld  a  profit,  orodaoing  more  wealth  to  the 
(latlon  than  all  the  shipments  which  have  ever 
in  any  one  year  been  made  to  Oanton  from  the 
CJnited  States. 

These  three  magnifioent  rivers  water  a  tract 
>f  country  where  the  best  fVirs  in  Amerioa  are 
^en,  of  three  thousand  miles  in  extent,  spread- 
ing from  the  fort^-seoond  to  the  forty-ninth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude.  Bnt  as  the  convention 
>f  London,  entered  into  on  the  20th  October, 
L818,  does  not  extend  beyond  the  Rooky  moon- 
tain,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  is  believed 
x>  1^  much  broader  on  that  side,  comprehend- 
jig  the  most  valuable  copper  mines  on  the  Oon- 
inent — so  pure  that  the  natives  form  their 
itensils  aod  their  ornaments  of  it  without  dif- 
iculty,  and  it  is  to  be  had  in  profuse  abun- 
lance. 

Most  of  the  hunting  ground  on  the  Missouri 
ias  b«en  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  traders;  and,  until  within  a  few  years, 
Ihat  of  the  Mississippi  was  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, and  so  entirely  have  they  been  convinced 
>f  its  importance  that  no  expedient  was  left 
mtried  to  secure  the  prize.  They  have  ad- 
ranced  far  into  the  interior,  to  make  their  es- 
lablishment,  and  resorted  to  every  means  in 
heir  power  to  impress  the  Indians  with  unfa- 
vorable opmions  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  which  the  paltry  peddling  factory  sys- 
;em,  with  all  its  knavery,  was  well  calculated  to 
ix  on  their  minds.  Under  all  the  disadvan- 
ages  which  the  American  trader  had  to  labor, 
incountering  the  hostility  of  the  English,  and 
idll  greater  hostilitv  of  our  factory  system, 
here  was  produced  from  the  Mississippi  trade 
vith  the  Indians,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
housand  dollars  annually ;  and  from  the  Mis- 
louri  below  tlie  Mandan  villages,  about  one 
lundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
rhe  capital  which  produced  this  result  was 
mall,  and  composed  of  things  of  little  value : 
\j  openiDg,  too,  a  trade  far  into  the  interior, 
ondncted  by  enterprising  individuals,  you  pro- 
luoe  a  corresponding  infiuence,  which  will 
trongly  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good 
inderstanding  which  now  exists  with  the  In- 
tians.  They  are  a  proud,  high-spirited  people ; 
rhen  once  deceived  are  rarely  reconciled ;  but 
0  the  trader^s  safety,  his  life,  and  his  hope  of 
;ain,  and  prospect  of  success,  depends  upon  his 
ofiuence  with  them,  and  the  existence  and  con- 
inuance  of  peace,  you  have  the  strongest  pos- 
ible  assurance  from  him,  to  cultivate  a  good 
inderstanding  with  them :  and  in  this  way  you 
rill  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers  more  ef- 
ectoally  than  by  all  the  laws  you  can  pass.  In 
rar  the  trader  is  always  plundered,  and  mur- 
lered :  the  more  wealth  ne  has,  the  less  his 
ihance  of  escape. 

I  will,  Mr.  Ohairman,  in  this  place,  take  some 
lotice  of  the  value  of  this  traae  in  the  hands 
»f  the  English,  when  it  has  been  encouraged 
md  attended  to— what  a  contrast!  with  the 
inert  rivers  in  America,  and  almost  all  the  frir 
listricts,  we  have  reaped  but  a  scanty  benefit 


from  a  trade,  capable  of  enriching  an  empire. 
Whilst  ours  has  yielded  us  only  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars  annually; 
theirs  has  amounted  to  millions  for  export  In 
the  year  1808,  there  were  exported  from  Que- 
bec alone,  the  skins  of  650,729  quadrupeds, 
93,778  of  which  were  of  the  beaver.  A  re- 
roectable  and  intelligent  hatter  of  Washington 
City  gives  the  following  as  the  price  here :  Bea- 
ver, first  quality,  $5  to  $6  per  pound ;  a  skin 
will  weigh  from  three-fourths  of  a  pound,  to 
one  pound  and  a  half;  muskrats,  fr>om  45  to  65 
cents  per  skin ;  raccoons  65  cents  per  skin.  For 
the  year  1820, 1  have  only  the  notice  taken  of 
the  trade  of  Oanada  by  a  New  York  paper ;  it 
bears  aU  the  marks  of  an  oflScial  document,  and, 
I  think,  may  be  safely  relied  upon.  It  makes 
this  statement:  Kotwithstanding  the  general 
depression  of  trade,  the  commerce  of  Lower 
Oanada  seems  to  be  prosperous,  and,  from  a  list 
of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year  1820,  we 
condnde  the  colony  is  graduallv  becoming  a 
very  important  and  valuable  addition  to  the 
British  Otown.  In  the  last  year  585  vessels, 
147,754  tons,  and  6,767  men,  entered  the  port 
of  Quebec,  bringing  wine  and  spirituous  liq- 
uors, sugar,  coffee,  and  tobacco,  with  other  ar- 
ticles, amounting  to  1,165,998  pounds,  Halifax 
currency,  four  dollars  to  the  pound :  exporting 
timber  of  all  kinds,  ashes,  grain^  fish-oil,  furs, 
peltries,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  £790,521,  exclu- 
sive of  the  furs  and  peltries,  which  is  estimated 
at  one  million  of  dollars.  This  year  there  were 
exported  106,517  martin  skins,  57,192  beaver, 
86,115  muskrat  with  various  other  skins,  be- 
sides casks  and  kegs  of  castorum.  For  the 
year  1821. 1  hold  in  my  hand  an  official  state- 
ment of  tne  imports  and  exports  of  Quebec. 
In  that  year  there  were  exported  the  skins  of 
164,880  quadrupeds,  of  which  there  were 
75,562  martins,  which,  I  am  informed,  were 
worth  at  a  low  estimate,  $188,805 ;  there  were 
also  66,080  beaver  skins.  For  this  official  pa- 
per, I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  integrity,  personal  worth,  and  sound 
understanding,  are  well  known  to  this  House, 
of  which  he  was  latelv  a  member.  I  allude  to 
Mr.  Ezra  Meech,  of  Shelburn.  In  his  letter  to 
me,  of  the  20th  of  January,  1822,  he  makes 
this  statement:  ''The  exports  of  ftirsis  about 
one-half  less  in  1821  than  in  1820.  Since  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Northwest 
have  united,  the  furs  are  mostly  exported  from 
Hudson's  Bay ;  in  future  nearly  the  whole  will 
go  from  that  place.  The  furs  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated at  less,  from  both  places,  than  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually." 

How  valuable,  then,  must  that  trade  be,  which 
can  export  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of 
dollars,  after  supplying  all  the  demands  at  home, 
which,  from  the  habits  of  the  people  and  the 
length  and  severity  of  their  winters,  we  must 
suppose  to  be  very  great! 

There  is,  in  contemplating  this  trade,  some- 
thing to  encourage  us,  bnt  much  to  humble  our 
boated  spirit  of  enterprise.    We  have  no  ex- 
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ports  from  these  rirers  worth  recurrmg  to,  and 
the  sapplj  is  bat  small  in  amonnt  for  home 
consumption.  Whilst  we  might  trade  through 
long,  deep  rivers  without  interruption  or  difficul- 
ty, from  St.  Louis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon, 
or  Columbia,  the  British  take  their  goods  with 
difficulty  through  more  than  sixty  lakes,  and 
numerous  rivers.  Their  means  of  transporta- 
tion are  bark  canoes :  the  rivers  through  which 
they  pass  are  interrupted  in  at  least  a  hundred 
places  by  falls  and  rapids,  and  over  one  hundred 
and  thirty  places  the  trader  has  to  carry  both 
his  canoe  and  cargo  on  his  back.  Moreover,  it 
is  three  years  before  their  complete  circle  of 
trade  can  be  made:  whereas,  in  the  United 
States,  the  results  occur  from  the  May  of  one 
year  until  the  September  of  the  year  following. 
Yet  do  we  wonder  at  their  wealth,  and  pause 
at  fancied  difficulties.  This  is  the  trade  I  would 
turn  to  the  Oregon,  and  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river  make  the  shipments,  and  return  with  the 
rich  exchange  to  our  Atlantic  cities,  and  save 
much  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  is  now  sink- 
ing in  Asia — ^according  to  the  opinion«of  some, 
never  to  return. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman^  I  shall  presently  be 
able  to  show  that,  were  this  trade  cherisned, 
and  pursued  in  connection  with  our  whale  fsh- 
eries,  we  could  purchase  the  whole  supplies  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Canton  market,  with- 
out carrying  one  dollar  out  of  the  country. 
Other  benefits  would  be  gained  as  important  to 
the  republic  as  the  trade  itself.  Tnis  would 
become  the  school  in  which  to  bring  up  our 
seamen ;  and  every  voyage  would  add  many  to 
the  list  of  sailors,  ready,  in  war,  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  nation :  a  single  voyage  into  those 
seas  would  be  sufficient  to  make  them  seamen; 
and,  in  any  future  emergency,  they  would  sup- 
port the  well-earned  character  of  the  navy.  It 
was  these  hardy  sons  of  the  sea,  who  had  been 
nursed  in  the  fisheries  and  the  whale  trade,  who 
first,  during  the  late  war,  shed  a  blaze  of  ^ory 
over  the  arms  of  this  nation,  and  taught  the 
British  lion  to  crouch  to  the  banners  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  principal  part  of  the  whale  ships  are 
owned  in  Kew  Bedford  and  Nantucket ;  and  in 
point  of  real  value,  is  second  alone  to  the  fur 
trade.  Here  there  is  some  capital  vested  in  the 
purchase  of  a  ship,  which  is  often  from  three 
to  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  of  the  best 
workmanship ;  the  active  capital  is  the  labor  of 
the  hands  in  taking  the  whfde,  with  the  profit 
they  make  on  articles  of  hardware,  which  is 
taken  on  board  to  trade  with  the  Indians  on 
our  western  coast;  the  return  is  great-,  and 
ought  to  be  considered  created  rather  than  the 
gain  of  commerce. 

Formerly,  the  finest  whales  were  taken  on 
the  coast  of  South  America ;  but  now,  the  fish- 
ing ground  is  ofif  the  Columbia  Hiver.  At  that 
point,  and  northward,  is  likewise  the  place  most 
resorted  to  for  taking  the  sea  otter,  which  is 
here  most  abundant,  and  of  the  finest  kind. 
These  enterprising  seamen  observed,  with  the 


eyes  of  a  lynx,  all  the  avenues  to  gun,  and  have 
found  a  profit  in  cutting  timber  oii  the  Colum- 
bia Hiver,  and  shipping  it  to  Chili  and  Peru. 
This  trade,  at  no  distant  day,  is  destined  to  em- 
ploy many  individuals,  and  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  wealth  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

In  order  to  give  as  short  and  hasty  a  sketdi 
of  the  whale  trade  as  possible,  as  it  has  beea 
pursued  for  some  years  on  that  coast,  I  will  onlj 
recur  to  the  voyages  made  in  the  years  1819  and 
1820 :  the  lateness  of  the  hour  will  induce  me 
to  be  brief. 

From  New  Bedford  there  sailed  this  year  fif^ 
teen  ships,  seven  brigs,  and  one  sloop;  they 
numbered  five  thousand  one  hundred  an^ 
eighty-four  tons,  and  were  navigated  by  four 
hundred  and  sixteen  seamen.  One  cargo  of 
sperm  oil,  in  this  year,  amounted  to  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  sixty-four  barrels; 
whale  oil  was  also  brought  in  to  the  amount  of 
one  thousand  and  seventy-two  barrels,  sperm 
seven  hundred  and  thirty -three,  in  another. 

From  Nantucket^  there  went  out  ^is  year 
seventy-five  ships,  amounting  to  eighteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  tons,  navi- 
gated by  one  thousand  three  hundr€»d  and  fif- 
teen seamen ;  seven  brigs,  amounting  to  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  tons,  having  on  board 
one  hundred  and  three  seamen ;  two  schooners, 
measuring  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  tooSt 
with  twenty-eight  seamen ;  and  one  sloop,  of 
eighty-two  tons,  with  fourteen  seamen ; — oiak- 
ing  eighty-five  vessels,  twenty  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  tons,  and  one  thoaaud 
four  hundred  and  sixty  seamen.  Other  vesels, 
I  am  informed,  have  every  year  been  added  to 
4he  number  of  those  engaged  in  that  trade. 
One  brig  and  ^vq  ships,  the  year  following,  fol- 
lowed to  the  Pacific,  navigated  by  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  seamen ;  and  we  sometimes  find  a 
vessel  out  in  this  trade  three  years,  before  she 
returns.  Why  is  it  not  cheridied  t  What  can 
be  better  calculated  to  produce  seamen  ? 

From  a  memorandum  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  presented  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress,  it  appears  that  Nantucket  is  beliered 
to  be  interested  in  this  trade,  to  the  amount  of 
four  milHons  of  dollars,  and  New  Bedford  two 
millions  of  dollars.  This  trade,  it  will  be  rs- 
membered,  employs  more  tonnage,  and  a  mndi 
greater  number  of  seamen,  than  the  Oantoai 
trade,  which  has  been  so  prized  by  tlie  rich 
merchant. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  take  some  notice 
of  the  China  market,  where  we  procure  many 
of  our  supplies.  It  has  been  seyerely  reznarked 
upon,  throughout  the  country,  more  particii- 
larly  by  those  engaged  in  the  European  trade, 
and  even  in  this  House,  no  yery  favorable  im- 
pressions of  it,  at  one  time,  existed.  Bat,  from 
aught  I  can  see,  it  is  a  trade  rather  to  be  cher- 
ished than  deprecated ;  and  if  it  has  not  yielded 
us  all  we  wanted,  it  has  been  owing^  to  the 
manner  in  which  we  ourselves  have  carried  it 
on.  I  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  a  ^<Ri 
time,  that  I  may  take  some  notice  of  the  docn- 
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nent  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  at  Canton,  to  this  Government;  it  is 
>fficial. 

It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  the  trade  of 
Dhina  has  fluctuated  very  considerably,  from 
the  season  of  1804~*5,  to  the  present  time,  ow- 
inic,  BO  donbt,  to  the  yarions  canses  which  have 
influenced  this  Government  during  that  period. 
In  the  course  of  that  year,  there  were  thirty- 
four  vessels,  which  made  up  the  sum  of  10,159 
tons ;  they  carried,  in  specie,  $2,002,000,  yet 
the  total  amount  of  value  that  year  entered  in 
Canton,  was  $6,565,818 ;  the  whole  of  which, 
exoluidve  of  the  specie,  and  excepting  also 
$1,080  in  ginseng,  was  furs,  seal  skins,  ebony 
and  sandal  wood,  making  their  value  amount  to 
$2,668,688.    In  the  season  1805-'6,  the  result 
Is  different — ^forty-two  vessels  entered  that  year, 
making  the  number  of  tons  12,480,  carrying 
$4,176,000.    The  total  value  of  the  trade  was, 
that  year,  $6,826,868,  which  was  produced  by 
the  &rs,  seal  skins,  sandal  wood,  and  ebony ; 
making  the  amount  $1,176,868;   but  in  this 
most  be  reckoned  1,884  peculs  of  ginseng,  102 
of  opium,  48  of  quicksilver,  140  of  lead,  846 
of  iron,  and  600  of  copper.    There  were  that 
year  sent  17,446  sea-otter  skins,  and  140,297 
seal  skins.    In  the  season  of  1806-7,  there 
^were  entered  at  that  port,  thirty-seven  vessels, 
making   11,268   tons.     They  had  on    board 
$2,895,000.    The  total  value  of  trade  that  year, 
^as  $8,877,862;   of  which,  there  was  about 
the  same  proportion  of  ginseng,  quicksilver, 
iron,  lead,  &c.,  that .  there  was  the  season  be- 
fore ;  but  this  year  14,261  sea-otter  skins  and 
261,880  seal  skins ;  this  would  make  the  furs, 
seal,  &C.,  amount,  this  year,  to  $981,862.    I 
wiU  skip  over  some  of  these  years,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  few  of  those  most  worthy  of 
notice.    Here  is  the  return  for  the  season  of 
1808-^9 ;  this  year,  as  our  difficulties  in  Europe 
increased,  our  trade  declined,  though  the  result 
Is  worthy  to  be  remarked.     There  were  but 
eight  vessels   entered  at  Canton,  numbering 
2,216  tons,  .carrying  $70,000;  the  total  amount 
of  trade  that  year  was  $479,850 ;  the  amount 
thisyear,  over  the  $70,000,  was  $409,850.  This 
amount  was  produced  by  7,944  sea-otter  skins, 
84,000  seal,  8,400  land  otter,  5,170  beaver,  480 
peculs  of  ebony,  2,060  of  cotton,  and  4,800  pe- 
enls  of  sandal  wood. 

The  season  of  181W12  gives  this  result: 
$1,876,000  in  specie,  sent  to  that  market ;  the 
total  amount  of  the  trade  was  $8,182,810;  con- 
sequently the  $1,267,810  was  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skins,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception 
of  1,657  peculs  of  ginseng,  200  of  opium,  29  of 
quicksilver,  6,814  of  iron,  and  2,798  of  copper. 
In  the  season  of  1812-18  there  was  taken  to 
Ganton  $616,000,  and  the  total  amount  of  trade 
that  season  was  $1,468,000,  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skins,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception, 
likewise,  of  260  peculs  of  ginseng,  100  of  opium, 
and  6,629  of  copper. 

During  the  whole  of  the  years  1818-^14,  and 
18I4-'15,  there  was  not  one  dollar  sent  to  Chi- 


I  na — ^there  was,  with  the  exception  of  480  peculs 
of  ginseng,  nothing  sent  but  flirs,  sea-otter, 
seah,  land  otters,  fox,  beaver,  and  sandal  wood ; 
these  were  taken  in  the  forest,  or  hewn  down 
with  the  axe  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  yet  the 
amount  is  $461,600. 

The  season  of  1816-U6  is  favorable.  That  of 
1816-'17  gives  $5,609,600,  as  the  total  amount 
of  trade,  though  there  was  of  this  $4,646,000  in 
specie. 

The  season  of  1817-18  gives  89  vessels. 
14,826  tons,  $6,601,000  in  specie ;  the  total 
amount  of  trade  that  year  was  $7,076,228,  mak- 
ing $2,676,828  in  furs,  sandal  wood,  &c.,  with 
1,601  peculs  of  ginsengj  448  of  opium,  106  of 
steel,  lead,  quicksilver,  iron,  copper,  nearly  in 
the  same  proportions. 

The  estimate  of  our  trade,  for  the  season  of 
1818-U9,  states  the  amount  in  specie  to  be 
$7,414,000,  and  the  total  amount  $10,217,151, 
of  which  sum,  the  sandal  wood  forms  an  item 
of  $91,868,  sea-otter  tails  $10,186,  beaver  skins 
$70,065.  seal  $100,800,  sea-otter  $124,068,  be- 
sides all  other  furs,  &c.,  with  ginseng,  lead, 
opium,  &c.,  which  forms  this  season  large  items 
in  the  imports. 

In  the  season  1820-^21,  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $2,996,000,  though  the  total  value  of 
tiie  trade  that  year  is  $6,892,796 ;  sandal  wood 
this  year  amounted  to  $67.188 ;  sea-otter  skins 
to  $176,548;  land  otter  to  $44,550;  beaver 
$68,000,  and  sea-otter  tails  to  $14,422 ;  seals 
$22,078,  &c.,  &c. 

Having,  sir,  exhibited  this  view  of  the  subject 
to  the  House,  I  will  now  trespass  upon  their 
time  for  a  moment,  to  present  one  other  point 
in  this  trade,  which  will  place  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  such  a  light,  that  I  hope  it  will  be  easily 
understood.  We  have  been  constantly  in  the 
habit  of  exclaiming  against  the  Canton  trade, 
as  ruinous  to  us,  as  draining  the  country  of  its 
specie,  without  once  referring  to  the  indirect 
trade,  by  which  many  of  the  dollars  here  ex- 
hibited have  been  taken  from  Europe,  and  the 
Mediterranean.  During  the  season  of  1818-^1 9, 
there  arrived  at  Canton  from  the  United  States, 
forty-six  vessels,  amounting  to  16,022  tons,  with 
984  seamen.  From  Boston  there  cleared  that 
season  thirteen  vessels—four  touched  at  Europe, 
five  at  South  America  and  the  Northwest  coast, 
four  went  direct,  employing  260  seamen.  From 
Salem  three  cleared,  two  touched  at  South 
America  and  the  Northwest  coast,  one  direct — 6^ 
seamen.  From  New  York,  seven  vessels  cleared, 
two  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South  America 
and  the  Pacific,  four  direct — 140  seamen.  From 
Providence  six  vessels  cleared,  five  touched  at 
Europe,  and  one  at  South  America  and  the  Pa- 
cific— 182  seamen.  From  Philadelphia  there 
cleared  eleven  vessels,  two  by  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  at  South  America  and  the 
Pacific,  eight  direct — 199  seamen.  From  Balti- 
more two  vessels  deared,  one  by  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  direct — ^with  47  seamen. 
Amsterdam,  three  vessels,  two  touched  at  the 
Mediterranean,  one  by  South  America  and  the 
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Pacific — 67  seamen.     One  veflBel  pnrdbajBed  at 
Whomford,  with  80  seamen. 

In  the  season  of  1619-'20,  there  aniyed  at 
Canton  forty-three  vessels,  making  15,189  tons, 
navigated  h7829  seamen.  Eleven  cleared  at 
Boston ;  one  touched  at  Enrope,  one  at  South 
America,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon^  or 
Oolumhia,  one  at  the  Sandwich  Islea,  one  at 
Batavia,  and  six  direct,  navigated  hj  208  seamen. 
From  Salem,  two  vessels  cleared ;  one  touched 
at  Europe,  one  at  Manilla,  with  88  seamen. 
From  New  York,  nine  vessels  cleared ;  two 
toudied  at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  six  direct 
— ^1 98  seamen.  iVom  Providence,  there  deared 
six  vessels ;  two  touched  at  Europe,  three  in  the 
Pacific,  two  direct — 98  seamen.  fVom  Phila- 
ddphia,  there  cleared  ten  vessels ;  four  touched 
at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  and  five  direct — 
navigated  hj  195  seamen.  From  Marhlehead, 
there  cleared  one  vessel ;  touched  at  Manilla — 
navigated  by  20  seamen.  From  Newburyport, 
one  vessel  touched  at  Batavia — 15  seamen. 
From  Rotterdam,  by  Portsmouth,  having  24 
seamen.  Valparaiso,  one  direct — ^28  seamen. 
South  America,  one  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles— 20  seamen. 

During  the  season  of  1820-^21,  there  arrived 
at  Oanton  twenty-eight  American  vessels, 
amounting  to  9,887  tons,  conveying  $2,995,000. 
From  Boston  six  cleared,  one  touched  at  Europe, 
one  at  South  America,  and  four  at  Oolumbia 
River  and  the  Pacific.  From  New  York,  four 
cleared;  one  touched  at  Java,  three  direct. 
From  Salem,  two  cleared ;  touched  at  Sumatra. 
From  Ihrovidence,  six  deared;  four  touched  at 
Europe  or  Java,  two  direct  From  London, 
four  cleared  direct  From  Liverpool,  two; 
touched  at  Sumatra.  From  Philadephia, 
three  direct.  From  Gibraltar,  one ;  touched  at 
Sumatra. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  aspect  of  our 
Canton  trade,  and  in  all  instancs  of  a  vessel^s  tak- 
ing any  other  course  than  the  direct  route,  it 
h^  been  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the 
commodities  of  our  own  country  for  silver, 
either  in  Europe  or  in  South  America,  or  by 
obtaining  the  furs  of  the  Northwest  Coast,  the 
sandal  wood  of  the  Pacific,  for  the  products  of 
tlie  United  States ;  thence  to  Canton,  and  re- 
turn with  the  richest  cargoes.  In  this  way  much 
of  the  silver  which  is  entered  at  Canton  is  ob- 
tBoned,  and  has  at  first  view  the  appearance  of 
having  been  taken  from  the  United  States.  In 
the  seasons,  for  instance  of  1819  and  1820,  the 
schooner  Flying  Fi^  of  285  tons,  Fitch,  master, 
belonging  to  a  company  of  merchants  cleared 
from  South  America,  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles  probably  for  sandal  wood,  carried  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $100,000.  The  schooner  Packet, 
Hill,  master,  281  tons,  cleared  from  Valparaiso, 
Thomdike,  owner,  went  direct  with  $140,000. 
During  the  season  of  1820  and  1821,  of  which 
I  Lave  just  now  spoken,  it  will  be  observed  that 
four  vessels  cleared  from  London  and  two  from 
Liverpool.  From  London,  the  Robert  Edward, 
Sherbum,  master,  went  direct  to  Canton  with 


$107,000  on  board.  The  ship  Oanton  Packet, 
King,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London  with  $200,000.  The  ship  Honqua, 
Nash,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  direct,  with  $50^00.  Ship  Augusta, 
Giles,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  with  steel,  cotton,  furs,  &c.  From 
Liverpool,  the  ship  Columbian  cleared  Oiis  sear 
son,  Sherman,  master,  owned  by  Evans,  «id 
sailed  direct  to  Canton  with  $60,000.  Ship 
Addison  from  Liverpool,  took  no  specie.  This 
at  least  we  know,  that  $817,000  went  this  seasoii 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  and  how  much  ebe^ 
by  our  vessels  touching  for  the  purpose  spoken 
o^  at  different  ports  in  Europe,  the  islands,  ^c, 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  to  a  condder- 
able  amount 

Besides  this,  it  does  appear  that  much  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  is  gained  by  our  mercbsnta 
in  carrying  the  products  of  Canton  to  Europe^ 
and  vending  them  there,  and  either  retnininff 
home  with  the  manufactures  of  Europe  suited 
to  our  wants,  or  bringing  with  them  Uie  specie 
— Whence  the  drain  of  epecie  is  from  Europe  in 
proportion  to  the  goods  shipped  from  Canton 
for  that  countnr.  If  the  House  will  indulge  me 
a  little  longer,  I  will  show  the  proportions  aUq>- 
ped  to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe  by  our 
traders.  In  the  seasons  of  1815,  and  181& 
there  was  destined  for  Europe  2,731,010  IbsL  or 
tea,  1,650  peculs  of  cassia,  and  185,000  pieoes  of 
Nankeens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States,  was  4.514,280  lbs.  of  tea.  1,695 
peculs  of  cassia,  and  455,000  pieces  ox  Nan- 
keens. The  proportion  of  exports  for  the 
son  of  1816  and  1817,  destined  for  Europe, 
2,880,000  lbs.  of  tea,  172,588  lbs.  of 
600,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  and  860,000  pieces  of 
Na^eens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States  was  6,074,100  lbs.  of  tea,  660,000 
lbs.  of  cassia,  888,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  1,484^000 

Sieces  of  Nankeens.    The  proportion  of  exports 
estined  for  Europe  in  the  seasons  of  1817  and 
1818,  was  2,086,245  lbs.  of  tea,  78,800  lbs.  cas- 
sia, 160,000  lbs.  sugar,  46,600  lbs.  sugar  candy, 
10,600  lbs.  rhubarb,  66,000  lbs.  gallingal,  22,600 
lbs.  raw  silk,  6,600  lbs.  vermilion,  650  pieces 
of  silks,  241,000  pieces  of  Nankeens,  2,600  lbs. 
of  gamboge.     That  destined  for  the  United 
States,  was  7,585,885  lbs.  of  tea,  China  ware^ 
11,487  peculs,  272,938  lbs.  cassia,  1,428,988  lbs. 
sugar,  87,200  lbs.  rhubarb,  1,603  peculs  of  mats^ 
200,886  pieces  of  silks,  76,800  lbs.  sewinff  sflki^ 
37,600  lbs.   vermilion,   14,000   lbs.    gaUingal, 
6,983  lbs.  China  root,  1,838  lbs.  camphor,  33,000 
lbs.  of  sugar  candy,  1,228,000  pieces  of  Nan- 
keens. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  season 
the  value  of  aU  the  China  ware  exported  by 
ibnerican  vessels,  is  estimated  at  $172,305; 
and  all  the  sandal-wood  sold  this  year  in  China, 
taken  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  prindpally, 
is  estimated  at  $174,075.  All  the  imperial  tea 
exported  this  season  by  American  vessels  from 
China,  is  estimated  at  $316,152.  And  the  sea- 
otter  skins,  land-otter,  beaver,  and  seal  akini^ 
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alone,  imported  this  eeason,  are  estimated  at 
$818,680. 

Daring  the  season  of  1820,  and  1821,  there 
-was  exported  from  China  for  the  United  States, 
China  ware  to  the  amomit  of  $138,266.  There 
were  imported  that  year  by  our  yessels,  sea- 
otter  skins,  valned  at  $176,648 :  Thns  may  it 
be  seen  that  the  whole  of  ^e  China  ware  of 
the  United  States  is  purchased  by  that  whic^ 
we  fish  from  the  sea  on  our  western  coast,  at 
or  near  the  mouth  of  Columbia,  or  it  is  cut 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  the  shape  of  san- 
dal wood. 

I  will  not  fatigue  the  House  with  any  thing 
more  relatiye  to  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  at  Canton.  Enough  has  been  unfolded  to 
call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  that  subject : 
their  own  reflections  will  supply  more  than  1 
could  say.  Were  this  trade  cherished  as  it 
ought  to  be,  new  benefits  would  eyery  day  de- 
velop themselyes,  and  fresh  sources  of  wealUi 
be  opened  to  the  Republic.  Our  whale  ships 
are  annually  on  that  coast  with  no  other  cargo 
than  some  hardware,  and  ornaments,  to  traffic 
with  thenatiyes.  Perhaps  the  greatest  yalue 
on  board  their  yessels  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars;  the  rest  is 
made  up  by  their  labor,  in  fishing  it  fr^m  the 
ocean.  Yet  we  witness  their  return  eyery  year 
enriched  by  the  products  of  their  yoyages.  The 
best  fishing  ground  is  known  to  be  on  our  West- 
em  coast,  and  our  commerce  in  those  seas, 
eyery  day  increasing,  is  now  so  important  as 
to  require  a  ship-of-the-line  and  smaller  yessels, 
to  protect  it;  and  we  haye  reason  to  belieye, 
that  three  slups  of  war  will  soon  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose.  Nor  haye  we  a  place  to  refit  our 
ahipa,  on  that  side  of  the  oontment,  or  to  eyen 
drive  a  nail  in  one  of  our  vessels,  should  it  be 
wanted,  though  we  have  many  excellent  har- 
bors. For  any  accommodation  of  that  kind, 
we  must  be  obliged  to  the  good  dispositions  of 
otber  nations,  or  sail  back  to  our  own  ports  on 
the  Atlantic,  near  twenty  thousand  miles  round 
Gape  Horn.  The  catastrophe  on  that  side, 
during  the  late  war,  ou^t  to  have  taught  us 
wisdom.  WhUe  our  ships  cut  up  and  destroyed 
the  enemy  in  that  sea,  there  was  no  place  to 
rest  secure,  with  the  vessels  they  captured,  or 
we  would  not  have  witnessed  the  destruction 
of  so  many  which  have  been  taken.  Neither 
shonld  we  have  felt  the  efiEect  of  that  terrible 
scene  at  Valparaiso.  The  coast  on  that  side 
can  be  more  easily  defended  than  any  in  Amer- 
ica; the  entrance  of  Oregon,  or  Columbia,  is 
easy,  affording  seyenteen  fl&thom  water;  the 
whole  extent  of  the  riyer,  below  the  falls,  is 
deep,  placid,  and,  near  its  mouth,  tiiere  are 
points  which  altogether  command  the  entrance, 
with  perpendicular  rocks  on  either  side,  where 
forts  may  be  constructed  so  strong  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  all  the  military  science  of  the  world. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  mde  of  the  House,  express- 
ed some  surprise  that  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
redncing  the  Army,  when  I  had  a  proposition 


to  occupy  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This, 
sir,  was  &e  reason,  I  am  tiioroughly  persuaded, 
that  the  post  at  the  Council  Blufi^  is  not  wisely 
chosen,  and  that  the  troops  now  at  that  point, 
would  render  more  service  to  the  countiy  at 
the  mouth  of  Columbia,  than  where  they  are : 
they  are  too  fjEur  to  protect  the  white  population 
of  Missouri,  and  not  &r  enough  either  to  check 
the  British  trader,  or  render  any  other  seryice. 
One  of  the  principal  crossing  places  of  the  In- 
dians is  some  distance  below  that  post,  the 
other  far  above.  But,  if  I  were  to  suggest  a 
plan  to  awe  the  Indian  and  keep  him  at  peace, 
it  would  be,  to  show  him  your  troops  occasion- 
ally, penetrate  into  his  country,  and  let  him 
witness  their  display;  then  return;  prove  to 
him  by  this  conduct  that  you  haye  no  disposi- 
tion to  take  his  country,  and  he  will  respect 
and  fear  you.  The  Indian  is  the  proudest  man 
that  has  ever  lived,  and  loyes  his  country  as  ar- 
dently as  man  can.  Tbree  hundred  years  of 
war  has  proved  to  the  white  man  that  he  can 
be  killed,  but  never  subdued ;  war  is  the  road 
to  fame  with  him ;  the  warrior  is  the  proudest 
title  he  can  prize,  the  only  one  of  value ;  where- 
fore, the  moment  your  soldiers  lay  off  their 
military  dress,  and  appear  in  their  fatigue 
clothes,  and  conmience  their  labors,  that  in- 
stant lOl  respect,  all  apprehension  is  banished 
from  his  mind,  and  is  succeeded  by  ineffable 
contempt  and  disgust ;  for  they,  like  the  nobil- 
ity of  eyery  country,  hold  labor  as  disgraceful. 

The  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is 
easy,  safe,  and  expeditious.  We  all  recollect^ 
distinctly,  the  delays,  dangers,  and  difficulties, 
which  attended  the  merchant,  on  his  first  open- 
ing the  trade  to  Kentucky ;  in  those  days,  much 
preparation  was  necessary,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  days  were  exhausted  in  getting  to 
market;  his  goods  were  then  tranq;>ortea  to 
Eort  Pitt,  or  Wheeling,  by  wagon,  creeping  on 
with  apnalling  slowness ;  if  there  was  a  freshet 
in  the  Ohio  he  arriyed  in  the  season,  but  sorrow 
and  ruin  attended  him.  if  his  goods  did  not  ar- 
rive in  time  for  this  advantage ;  his  Spring  sup- 
plies arrived  in  the  Fall,  and  his  Fall  goods  de- 
tidned  sometimes  until  the  Spring.  Even  now, 
an  intelligent  friend  from  Tennessee,  who  usu- 
ally sits  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  tells 
me,  that  the  merchants  of  Nashyille  take  their 
wagoners'  receipts,  to  deliver  their  goods  at  that 
plaoe  in  from  80  to  50  days.  From  Louisyille^ 
m  Kentucky,  down  to  ITew  Orleans,  formerly 
required  a  voyage  of  from  80  to  40  days,  and 
uong,  on  the  voyage  up  the  river,  what  they 
called  a  barge,  it  required  them  00  days  to 
make  the  trip,  in  what  they  called  good  time ; 
the  distance  is  estimated,  I  belieye,  at  1,500 
miles.  Now,  howeyer,  by  steamboat  nayiga- 
tion,  they  make  the  voyage  down,  in  seven 
days,  and'  up  in  sixteen  days.  This,  I  believe, 
is  the  average  voyage  between  those  places ;  if 
I  am  in  error,  I  can  be  corrected,  as  I  see  in  the 
House  some  of  the  steamboat  owners  on  those 
rivers. 

Kow,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  be  mistaken, 
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when  we  apply  the  same  calculations  to  the 
route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon ;  as  steam- 
boat navigation  we  all  know  to  be  safe  and  sure. 
Wherefore,  it  will  take  a  steamboat  24  days  to 
arrive  at  the  falls  of  the  Missouri ;  thence,  I  al- 
low a  wagon  14  days  to  travel  two  hundred 
miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Olark^s  Biver,  thence  7 
days  to  the  mouth  of  Oregon ;  making  the  time 
necessary  for  that  trip  44  days.  To  return,  the 
boat  would  reach  Ulark's  River  in  14  days, 
double  the  lime  she  would  go  down ;  the  wag- 
on would  return  to  the  falls  of  MlBsouri  in  13 
days;  thence  the  boat  would  arrive  at  St. 
Louis,  in  half  Uie  time  necessary  for  her  up- 
ward voyage,  which  would  be  twelve  days; 
making  the  whole  time  80  days. 

If  there  were  any  doubt  ezistmg  in  the  mind 
of  any  gentlemen,  surely  it  might  be  done 
away,  when  we  recur  to  the  fact  of  a  wagon 
having  already  passed  from  St  Louis  to  Scmta 
Fe,  and  returned  in  the  course  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, bringing  with  it  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  as  the  profit  of  the  trip ;  this  informa- 
tion I  get  through  the  medium  of  the  newspa* 
Eers^  afike  known  to  all,  and  the  fact,  I  believe, 
as  never  been  doubted ;  another  party  return- 
ed from  the  direction  of  the  Kocky  Mountiuns, 
with  a  profit  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  where  none 
existed  before,  and  making  that  easy,  which, 
but  a  short  time  ago,  was  tibought  an  impossi- 
bility. 

I  am  apprised  that  something  is  said  relative 
to  the  probability  of  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon, contemplated  by  this  bill,  producing,  in 
the  end,  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  if 
not,  finally,  a  separation  of  these  States.  The 
great  distance  has  also  been  urged  as  a  reason 
for  its  rejection.  Sir,  I  would  look  with  as 
much  fear  upon  a  measure  which  might,  even 
at  a  remote  day,  produce  a  separation  of  these 
Eepublics,  as*  any  man ;  but  no  result  can  take 
place  of  that  kind;  all  contemplate  with  joy 
the  period  when  these  States  snail  extend  to 
the  Hocky  Mountains.  Why  not,  then,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean?  Would  that  country,  cut  ofif 
from  this,  be  benefited  by  the  change,  pressed, 
as  it  would  be,  by  two  powerful  foreign  nar 
tions,  both  to  the  Korth  and  to  the  South? 
Bather  would  not  that  prevent  so  fatal  a  step, 
as  it  would  be  to  Oregon  ?  Or,  if  we  consulted 
our  own  interests,  and  believed  the  separation 
inevitable,  would  it  not  be  wisdom  m  us  to 
have  a  people  there  who  were  descended  from 
us,  speidking  the  same  language,  admiring  and 
maintaining  the  same  laws,  constitution,  and 
government*,  than  to  have  English,  Russians,  or 
French,  with  all  their  disgnstinff  notions  of  mon- 
archy, which  degrades  the  noblest  intellect,  and 
makes  the  man  a  slave  ?  You  cannot  choose — 
you  must  have  your  children's  enemies  the  oc- 
cupants of  Oregon.  As  to  distance.  I  have 
shown  that,  in  point  of  time,  the  moutn  of  Ore- 
gon, or  Oolumbia,  is  not  further  distant  than 
Louisville  was  thirty  years  ago,  from  New  York, 
or  St.  Louis  was  twenty  years  ago  from  Phila- 


delphia. The  whole  expense  of  carrying  ooa 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  or  cannon  to  the  month 
of  that  river,  and  making  a  survey  of  all  o«r 
harbors  on  tbat  coast,  is  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  it 
$25,000,  a  sum  small,  indeed,  to  accomplidi  m 
object  of  such  importance  to  the  Republic.  On 
that  side  there  can  be  no  fear  of  those  coUisioiifl 
which  we  are  oonstantiy  in  danger  of  traok  the 
constantiy  varying  policy  of  Europe.  On  the 
east  of  the  Atiantio  Ocean  there  is  oontiniial 
strife,  and  their  Governments  appear  to  be  ad- 
minicrtered  according  to  the  angry  paseions  of 
the  man,  rather  than  according  to  the  ainrit  of 
the  laws,  which  have  no  passion.  On  the  woEi 
side  of  the  Pacific  there  is  peaoe^and  an  unin- 
terrupted calm,  which  not  even  English  pdiej 
can  disturb.  All  the  supplies  which  man  can 
want  are  there  to  be  had  m  plenty,  purchased 
by  us  with  the  products  of  the  forest  and  the 
sea,  which  require  no  labor,  no  skill  of  the  arth 
san  to  give  them  value.  Is  it  not  worthy  the 
consideration  of  l^e  statesman  and  the  mer^ 
chants,  whether  our  citizens  might  not  lay  Eu- 
rope under  contribution,  by  increasing  Hie  te 
trade  through  these  rivers?  This,  "with  tibe 
products  of  tiiat  sea,  would  purchase  in  Oanton 
all  we  want  to  consume ;  the  residue  might  be 
sold  in  Europe,  which  would  at  once  employ 
many  tons  of  shipping,  and  bring  us  the  money 
of  that  country  which  now  they  send  to  China. 
In  other  words,  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon 
would  offer  so  many  faolities  to  the  Canton 
trade,  where  a  voyage  can  be  performed  in  ^ftr 
or  seventy  days,  the  products  of  the  sea  aDd 
forest  so  vast,  the  copper  of  the  North  so  ime 
and  abundant  the  sandal  wood  immediatdy  on 
the  route  to  market,  that  the  wealth  of  those 
regions,  and  that  trade,  seem  to  implore  you 
only  to  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  reoeive  it* 

This  would  soon  drive  the  English  ont  of 
market,  as  their  East  India  privileges  benefit 
them  merely  because  it  prevents  other  of  tl^^ 
subjects  from  getting  rich ;  it  could  not  reach 
us,  or  affect  our  trade.  Young  as  our  conuneroe 
is,  and  unfriended  as  it  has  been,  its  total  value, 
as  shown  by  this  paper,  was,  in  the  season  of 
18ir-'18,  $7,076,828 ;  whilst  that  of  the  Englidi, 
for  the  same  year,  was,  $16,126,700 — ^but  a  sorry 
account  of  their  charters  and  in^tutions,  pam- 
pered to  suffocation.  In  the  season  of  1818-*I9, 
I  have  shown,  by  this  docxunent,  the  total  value 
of  our  trade  to  have  been  $10,217,151^wiii]st 
that  year,  the  same  paper  shows  tiie  £ngiish 
trade  to  have  been  nearly  stationary,  amoxmt- 
ing  to  $16,297,922. 

One  other  advantage  presents  itself  to  ns^  ^ 
occupying  tiie  Oregon,  as  proposed  by  this  bid, 
and  I  speak  of  it  with  the  more  satirfaction,  as 
it  concerns  the  plough,  which  is,  at  last,  the 
great  benefactor  of  mankind.  The  lands  of  the 
Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  whea^ 
rye,  com,  barley,  and  every  species  of  grain; 
that  position  will  enable  them  to  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce  with  certainty,  and  purchase  the 
manu&ictures  of  China,  by  an  exchange   of 
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labor.  I  know  it  is  the  oommon  belief  that  the 
Chinese  will  not  take  any  thing  bat  sUver,  sold, 
and  a  few  articles  prized  by  them ;  bnt,  from 
all  I  can  learn,  this  would  seem  to  be  a  comimon 
error,  produced  by  the  circmnstance  of  the  im- 
practicabilitj  of  taking  flour  or  breadstuflfs  to 
that  market.  From  Europe  or  the  United 
States,  there  would  be  no  hope  of  their  arriving 
in  any  tolerable  condition;  the  climate  is  so 
warm,  the  yoyage  so  long,  that  they  must  spoil 
on  the  way.  Besides,  the  merchant  would  not 
risk  a  voyage  with  sucn  bulky,  heavy,  low-priced 
articles;  consequently,  the  conmierce  of  Canton 
is  carried  on  in  aU  tae  richer  productions,  as 
they  yield  a  profit  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense, length  of  voyage,  and  great  delay  in 
prosecuting  it  Many,  likewise,  of  the  neigh- 
boring countries,  carry  on  trade  in  the  richer 
products  of  the  soil,  as  cotton,  sugar,  coffee,  &o., 
wherefore,  there  is  little  surplus  breadstuff's  to 
dispose  of.  This,  then,  would  operate  almost  as 
an  exclusive  privilege  to  the  farmers  of  Oregon, 
to  supply  their  wants  on  that  side ;  and,  by  so 
doing,  obtain  for  themselves  the  comforts  which 
all  mankind  are  in  search  of. 

When  Mr.  F.  concluded,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtuned  leave  to  sit 
again. 


WsDNBSDAT,  December  18. 

Mr.  Frecosffa  Bepart  cfhU  Mianon  to  the 

Columbia  River. 

Mr.  JoBRBTOir,  of  Louidana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Rmhtdf  That  the  Secietaiy  of  State  be  revested 
to  Isy  before  the  Honae  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Preroftt  as  relates  to  the  establishment  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Colombia  River,  and  sach  information  as  he 
may  have  in  hit  possession  in  relation  to  the  arrange- 
ments made  aboat  the  year  1814,  by  the  Northwest 
Company,  with  the  proprietors  of  a  settlement  made 
by  dtisens  of  the  United  States  at  the  month  of  the 
Colombia  River,  by  which  that  company  became  pos- 
•eiied  of  that  settlement 

Occupation  of  Columbia  Biter. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  autiiorize  the  occu- 
pation of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 

No  debate  or  proposition  being  offered  there- 
on, the  coDunittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  with  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  w^re  severally  taken  up  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  t^e  bill  being  fur- 
ther amended, 

Mr.  Wbioht  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped,  from  the  ardent 
and  luminous  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Flotd, 
of  Virginia,  who  reported  this  bill,  and  from  its 
vast  importance  to  the  enterprising  navigating 
interests  of  the  United  Stat^  frequentuig  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  to  whom  this  establishment  must 
be  all-important,  that  this  measure  would  have 
received  the  warm  support  of  this  House ;  but, 


sir,  the  seeming  apathy  that  I  have  thought  I 
discovered,  has  alarmed  my  fears  for  its  fate, 
and  induced  me  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  at  least  to  elicit  a  discussion,  whereby 
the  subject  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and 
the  passage  of  the  bill  thereby  secured.  Sir, 
this  territory  has  been  fairly  purchased  from 
France  by  the  United  States,  and  its  limits  re- 
cently and  distinctly  marked  by  our  late  treaty 
with  Spain.  By  the  compact  by  which  we  ac- 
quired this  territory,  the  inhabitants  of  it  were, 
by  its  letter^  secured  in  the  protection  of  their 
legitimate  rights,  and,  becoming  thereby  a  por- 
tion of  these  United  States,  were  entitled  to  Uie 
benefits  of  our  constitution:  protection  and 
aUe^ance  are  reciprocal  obligations.  Every 
territory  is,  by  the  constitution,  entitled  to,  and 
has  been  protected  by,  a  territorial  government, 
progressing  with  its  population,  in  Sie  progres- 
sive grades  of  territorial  governments  to  ^ich 
it  wifi  be  found  this  territory  is,  both  hv  tho 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  compact,  clearly  entitled. 
I  felt  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  con- 
stitutional claims  of  the  people,  who,  with  the 
Senate,  form  their  legislative  organ,  to  give 
practicAl  operation  to  such  measures  as  are 
necessary  to  the  lawful  government  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  region,  who  have  no  means  of 
recovering  the  sm^est  debt,  but  by  physical 
force.  Sir,  the  indissoluble  ties  of  the  consti- 
tution, I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  duly  regarded; 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  particularly  of  the 
Kortheast,  I  had  presumed,  would  have  bound 
the  Representati  vee  from  that  quarter  to  its  firm 
and  umted  support ;  particularly  on  examination 
of  tiie  very  interesting  documents  presented  by 
the  chairman  that  reported  that  bill.  The  ftir 
trade,  even  in  its  incipient  stages,  appears  to  be 
of  great  value.  We  know  that  the  great  Creator 
has,  in  his  providence,  graduated  the  habits  of 
the  fur-clad  tribes,  by  the  climate,  and  the  fhr- 
ther  North  they  are  found,  the  better  the  furs. 
The  fiysheries  in  the  Soutnem  ocean  are,  also, 
even  in  their  first  stages,  shown  to  he  of  great 
value ;  and  who  can  cast  his  eye  upon  the  map, 
and  not  pronounce  the  proposed  establishment 
to  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Americans  trad- 
ing in  tibe  furs  and  fish  of  the  Pacific  Ocean? 
And  who,  that  has  any  regard  to  our  hardy 
American  seamen,  who  have  so  often  covered 
this  nation  with  glory,  will  deny  them  this 
facility,  whose  enterprises  in  the  acquisition  of 
coffee,  under  the  restrictions  of  St.  Domingo, 
eUcited  the  rough  compliment  of  the  then  sable 
Prince  Begent  of  that '  Government  Sir,  not 
long  since,  one  of  our  ships  in  the  whale  fishery 
was  destroyed  by  tiie  stroke  of  a  whale,  and  the 
crew  compelled  to  take  to  their  boats  for  safetv. 
What  a  convenience  would  such  an  establish- 
ment have  been  to  them  I  what  relief  would  it 
have  ministered  to  their  awful  bodlngs !  But^ 
sir,  independent  of  the  advantage  to  the  citixens 
engaged  in  this  trade,  I  have  no  doubt  a  custom- 
house there  would,  in  a  little  time,  repay  all  the 
expenses  of  this  establishment  in  a  ten-fold  raUo^ 
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and  form  the  best  means  of  ezDloring  the 
character  of  the  people,  the  soil,  and  climate  of 
that  region,  now  little  known  to  ns,  and  thus 
learning  what  may  be  of  great  importance  to  as. 
In  1796,  Great  Britain  prohibitea  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  from  the  United  States — tuno  so 
important  to  her.  8ir,  such  has  been  the  enter- 
prise of  this  Republic  since  its  establishment,  and 
snch  its  sncoess,  especially  in  canals,  and  such 
the  spirit  of  improvement  elicited  by  oar  ex- 
ample, that  I  am  surprised  that  the  xmion  of  the 
Atlantic  with  the  Pacific,  at  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien,  has  not  yet  been  undertaken.  But,  sir, 
its  vast  importance  to  the  world  cannot  long 
permit  it  to  be  neglected.  The  stock  in  that 
canal  would  be  of  great  value,  and  suggests  the 
pleasing  anticipations  of  its  completion.  The 
preposterous  claim  of  Russia  to  the  vicinage  of 
the  river  Oolumbia,  speaks  loudly  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  that  region,  which,  united  with 
the  evidence  in  possession  of  this  House,  I  hope 
will  induce  them  to  pass  this  bill,  and  thereby 
protect  and  govern  our  people  there  by  law, 
and  not  leave  them  to  the  government  of  sav- 
ages, in  violation  of  that  compact  that  made 
them  American  citizens. 

Mr.  Batubs,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that^  as 
one  of  tjie  committee  who  had  reported  the  dUI, 
he  felt  himself  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
present  to  the  House  some  views  which  he  had 
taken  of  this  subject    All  the  objections  to  the 

E revisions  of  the  bill  which  he  had  heard,  he 
ad  heard  out  of  the  Hopse ;  and  be  had  in- 
dulged himself  in  the  hope  (as  no  serious  oppo- 
sition had  been  manifested  in  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole)  that  the  luminous  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  this  subject  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Floyd)  would  have  induced 
its  adoption  without  farther  discussion. 

Of  the  objections  which  he  had  heard,  he 
would,  however,  say  that  some  were  weighty, 
and  all  were  plausible.  The  oljects  which  the 
bill  contemplated,  were  of  much  importance  to 
a  portion  of  ti^e  country  which  he  represented, 
and  its  vicinity,  from  which  there  is  the  most 
extensive  whale  fishery  in  the  world,  and  that 
he  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  state  of  that 
fishery  was  now  such  as  to  require  a  port  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  on  the  waters 
connected  with  that  ocean. 

The  expense  of  the  territorial  establishment 
contemplated  by  the  bill  had  been  urged  as  an 
argument  against  it  He  admitted  that  the 
measure  would  be  attended  with  some  expense, 
and  that,  for  some  years,  the  prospect  of  revenue, 
from  a  settlement  so  remote,  would  be  but 
small ;  but  the  utility  of  this  undertaking  ought 
not  to  be  measured  by  its  expense.  Measures, 
creating  more  expense,  have  fireouently  been 
adopted  by  this  nation,  whose  utility  was  &r 
more  questionable  than  this.  If  there  is  one 
branch  of  the  mercantile  industry  of  the  country 
which  deserves  encouragement  more  than  an- 
other, it  is  the  whale  finery.  It  is  an  employ- 
ment of  a  peculiar  character ;  it  creates  its  own 
capital.    It  does  not  come  upon  the  country  for 


specie,  to  purchase  the  cotton  and  woollen 
ufactured  goods,  the  wines,  the  brandiiefi,  sod 
the  silks  of  Europe.  Its  capital  is  created  by 
labor ;  it  is  dragged  up  from  the  bottom  of  tliA 
ocean;  it  has  now  become  a  business  of  nadonal 
importance.  With  a  view  to  elicit  some  jakx- 
mation  on  this  subject,  he  had  addressed  sane 
inquiries  to  Mr.  Hawe&  the  Oollector  of  tbe 
Customs  at  Kew  Bedford,  a  gentleman  of  great 
respectability,  whose  knowledge  was  practioa], 
who  had  visited  the  seas  where  wlialea  ara 
taken,  and  whose  peculiar  informataou  would 
entitle  his  statements  to  much  oondderatioD. 

Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  oommunicatioiiai  whidx 
were  in  substance  as  follows: — The  firsEt  ktter 
which  Mr.  Hawes  had  addressed  to  him  was 
dated  January  5, 1822.    In  this  letter  he  atatei 
that  sixty-five  vessels  were  employed  in  tha 
whale  finery,  from  the  port  of  New  Bedford, 
tonnaging  16,222,  navigated  by  1,850  men  mnd 
boys;  that  tmrty-six  of  the  largest  of  thjeae  Tea- 
sels were  employed  in  fishing  for  spermaceti 
whales  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  tonnaging  9,942, 
and  navigated  by  about  800  men;  Huit  since  the 
late  war,  the  greater  number  of  the  whaling  ships 
of  Kew  Bedford  had  been  employed  on  the 
coast  of  Patagonia  and  the  adjacent  waters,  m 
fishing  for  right  whales;  but  oil  of^that  de- 
scription having  fallen  in  price  within  the  last 
two  years,  many  vessels  have  been  taken,  frtm 
that  fishery^  and  had  been  deq)atched  to  tiie 
Pacific,  to  fish  for  spermaceti  whales,  as  the  o3 
made  from  them  had  fuUy  sustained  its  ptioeei 
From  the  Pacific  it  was  spennaoeti  oil  whi^  had 
been  obtuned  principally,  and  not  more  than  sev- 
en or  eight  hundred  of  the  black  oil.    The  bla^ 
whale  oil  was  taken  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  the 
bays  and  harbors.    He  estimated  all  the  oil  and 
bone  brought  from  the  Pacific  to  the  port  d 
New  Bedford,  since  the  late  war,  at  $1,718,600 
—to  January  1, 1822.    The  number  of  the  slups 
in  the  fishery  to  the  west  of  Cape  Horn  had  in- 
creased, and  would  increase ;  that  the  sperm  ixl 
was  now  manufactured  before  it  was  carried  to 
market;  and  the  manufacturing  of  it  was  caa- 
sidered  very  profitable.    Mr.  Hawes  eBfeimated 
the  annuf^  value  of  the  whale  fishery  to  Kew 
Bedford,  in  the  Pacific  alone,  at  $500,000,  excia- 
sive  of  the  profits  arising  from  &e  manufiustme 
of  spermaceti  candles.    The  ci^ital  be  estimated 
at  $850,000.    The  bills  of  some  of  the  ships 
employed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  were  as  high  as 
$82,000  or  $88,000.  Spermaceti  oil  was  general^ 
ly  £rom  80  to  100  cents ;  sea  elephant,  from  45 
to  50,  and  right  whale  or  black  oU,  from  SO  to  85 
cents  per  gallon.    The  price  of  the  spam  oO  he 
had  estimated  as  it  was  when  in  its  erode  state; 
after  pressing,  it  would  average  one  dcdlar  per 
gallon.    The  ships  employed  in  the  whale  w- 
ery  from  Nantucket,  since  the  last  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Hawes,  considerably 
exceeded  those  of  New  Bedford ;  and  all  the 
Nantudcet  ships,  except  one,  were  in  the  Pacifie 
Ocean.    He  estimated  the  annual  value  of  the 
fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford  alone^  at  $1,500,000,  and  the  oil 
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Dd  bono  which  had  been  brought  to  both  places, 
inoe  the  last  war,  exceeded  $6,000,000;  and 
bat  the  nnmber  of  seamen  employed  was  2,600. 
[e  also  stated  that  there  were  three  fine  ^ips 
rom  Martha^s  Yineyaid,  employed  in  this  fishery, 
[e  also  stated  that  sea  elephants  and  cod  had 
een  foond  in  abnndance  on  the  coast  of  Oali- 
vnia. 

In  answer  to  one  of  the  oneries  of  Mr.  B.,  re- 
peating the  nnmber  of  mecnanics  to  whom  this 
insiness  gave  employment,  Mr.  Hawes  said, 
hat  he  did  not  know  that  he  shonld  overrate,  if 
le  said  that  it  save  employment  to  all  the 
neohanics  of  both  places.  And  he  expressed 
lis  conyiotion  that  he  had  not  in  his  estimates  of 
he  Talue  of  this  fishery  exceeded  the  truth. 
le  also  stated  that  the  whale  fishery  in  the 
kmth  Pacific  was  fiuling ;  and  that  in  futnre 
hey  mnst  look  to  the  North  Pacific  for  snccess- 
ol  fishing  where  there  were  spermaceti  whales, 
i(^t  whales,  and  sea  elephants  in  great  abnn- 
Isnoe.    He  concludes  his  letter  thus: 

^  A  aetdement  at  the  Columbia  RiTer,  if  properly 
nndiicted,  would  inrore  to  our  nation  an  inunenM 
oozce  of  wealth.  A  company  of  traders  and  na^iga^ 
on,  there  settied,  miffht  haye  small  yesseU  of  from 
100  to  150  tons ;  wiw  these  yessels  at  home,  they 
KAild  explore  tiie  coast,  and  each  fiaheiy  could  be 
mnued  m  its  proper  season.  The  right  Whales  come 
nio  tiie  harbors  and  bays  on  that  coast  to  bring 
QKth  their  young ;  at  that  season  they  will  make  the 
nost  oiL  The  sea  elephants  are  there  found  in 
ibondance.  I  have  no  doubt  seal  skins  can  be  ob- 
aiaed  in  plen^  in  their  season ;  this  I  am  certain 
|(  if  we  are  permitted  as  far  north  as  the  Fox 
iriandi,  latitude  b2^  53'  north,  if  we  haye  proper 
lessels  for  taking  them.  The  seals  are  nearly  all 
lestroyed  in  the  South  Pacific,  where  the  weather  is 
rann  and  mild ;  large  ships  could  send  there  open 
)oat!^  and  take  them ;  but  to  the  north  the  business 
iannot  be  carried  on  in  the  same  manner.  There 
nut  be  small  yessels  to  search  out  the  harbors, 
ieal  ml  is  an  important  article,  if  taken  near  a  set- 
lement;  to  saye  this  oil  in  its  purity  it  must  be 
kiaded  and  put  into  yats;  like  other  blubber,  it 
BQSt  not  be  boiled.  Great  quantities  of  diiferent 
jb  might  be  procured  b^  the  settiers,  in  their  neigh- 
ttiiooa,  and  preserred  m  the  ground ;  it  is  the  hot/t 
ray  to  meserye  oil,  and  sayes  the  expense  of  casks; 
\  wooia .  be  an  object  for  our  merchant  yessels  to 
ike  their  caigoes  £rom  the  tanks  of  the  settlement, 
^ke fisheries  in  the  South  Pacific  are  filing:  it  is 
nan  the  Nortii  we  must  look  for  good  ypyages ;  this 
fiH  lengthen  yoyages  already  too  long.  It  is  my 
piidon  that  a  settiement  on  the  Nortiiwest  wiU 
leatiy  increase  our  fisheries,  our  commerce,  our 
Mmen,  and  the  reyenue;  and,  if  I  was  twenty  years 
onager,  I  should  like  to  be  one  of  the  first  settiers." 

Mr.  B.  then  produced  another  letter  firom 
bis  gentleman  of  a  sabsequent  date^  from  which 
reread  the  following  extract:  ** Since  my  last 

haye  learned  from  a  yery  intelligent  ship- 
uster  who  has  recently  arriyed  from  Yalpa- 
|tiBO,  that  a  yessel  loaded  with  spars  from 
^mnbia  Biyer  had  arriyed  there  and  fonnd  a 
!Ood  market  I  am  led  to  belieye  with  him  that 
imber  trade  from  the  settlement  at  the  month 
Vol*  Vn.— 26 


of  that  riyer  to  Pern  and  Chili  mnst  be  made 
profitable,  as  there  is  not  any  wood  in  either  of 
those  places  proper  for  spars.  I  haye  known 
spars  carried  from  the  islimd  of  l^ew  Zealand  to 
those  places,  which  paid  a  yery  great  freight.''  . 

Mr.  B.  then  read  another  statement,  addressed 
to  the  collector  by  a  gentleman  in  his  yicinity, 
in  which  the  nnmber  of  ships  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  frt>m  all  the 
ports  in  Few  Enghmd  and  New  York,  were  es- 
timated at  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  averag- 
ing abont  three  hundred  tons  each,  yalned  at 
the  time  of  sailing,  at  one  hnndred  aoUars  per 
ton.  amounting  to  three  millions  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars;  and  confirming 
the  statement  of  the  collector  that  the  mort 
profitable  whale  fishing  was  now  in  the  Forth 
Pacific,  between  the  latitudes  of  thirty-dsht  and 
forty-eight.  Yet^  sir,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense value  of  the  whale  fishery  in  we  Padfio 
Ocean ;  notwithstanding  the  immense  value  of 
the  fur  trade  on  the  long  line  of  its  shore, 
from  Gape  Horn  to  Analaska ;  there  is  not  a 
solitary  port  at  which  our  vessels  can  enter, 
to  refit  or  procure  supplies,  unless  it  be  by 
permission  and  the  payment  of  duties.  To 
the  courtesy  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  fears  of 
the  native  Indians  we  have  hitherto  been  in- 
debted fbr  all  the  facilities  which  have  been 
afforded  to  our  shipping.  I  ^ould  have  thouffht, 
sir,  that  during  the  last  war,  this  country  had 
received  a  lesson  at  Yalparaiso  which  would 
have  induced  us  to  establish  some  place  on  this 
coast  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our 
ships.  In  the  event  of  another  war  with  Great 
Britain,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  a  certain  truth 
that  in  Chili,  Peru,  and  Mexico,  the  infiuence  of 
Great  Britain  will  be  the  predominating  influ- 
ence, and  the  miserable  Creoles  who  inhabit 
these  shores  will  connive,  as  they  have  done,  at 
the  violation  of  their  independence  and  their 
neutrality  ;  they  will  suffer  our  vessels  to  be 
captured  under  ue  guns  of  their  batteries.  Nay, 
they  will  do  more — ^they  will  permit  the  titied 
marauder,  who  commands  their  navies,  to  plun- 
der our  merchants,  and  will  share  in  the  plun- 
der. If  we  neglect  those  means  of  protection 
which  we  have  m  our  power,  let  us  not  complain 
if  the  bloody  flag  of  tne  pirate  should  wave  in 
triumph  over  that  mighty  ooean«  if  it  should  be 
lighted  up  with  the  blaze  of  dnr  burmng  vessels, 
and  if  the  whole  of  that  trade  which  now  j;ives 
employment  and  wealth  to  thousands  of  our 
citizens  should  be  annihilated. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  well  out 
of  as  in  the  House,  that  by  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  the  limits  of  our  empire  would  be  ex- 
tended too  fiir,  and  that  the  Union  itself  would 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  dismemberment.  If 
it  were  so,  it  would  Ibe  well  worth  considera- 
tion whether  the  experiment  would  Justify  ^e 
hazard.  But,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  unity  of 
this  nation  depends  in  some  measure  upon  its 
extension.  There  is  less  danger  of  separation  in 
a  confederacy  of  twenty  or  thirty  States  than  in^ 
one  of  a  smaller  number.    If  the  Union  wera- 
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oomposed/of  but  two  States,  they  would  inevita- 
bly separate,  or  one  of  them  would  conquer 
the  other.  In  like  manner,  if  there  were  only 
two  interests  in  the  country — a  Northern  and  a 
Southern  interest — a  slaveholding  and  a  non- 
aLaveholding  interest — ^the  hazard  of  separation 
would  be  greatly  increased.  But,  by  multiplying 
and  extending  the  States  of  the  Union,  you  wiU 
create  so  many  different  interests  that  they  will 
neutralize  each  other.  On  some  questions  the 
interest  of  Uie  Eastern  and  Southern  States 
might  be  found  to  be  the  same;  others  the 
Eastern  and  Western ;  others  the  Middle  States 
and  the  Southern,  Eastern,  and  Western,  and  so 
on;  and  so  conflicting  interests  which  might 
arise  from  time  to  time  (so  great  at  times  as  to 
threaten  dismemberment)  be  rendered  less  dan- 
gerous, and  the  angry  passions  of  the  few  be 
controlled  by  the  sober  feelings  of  the  msgority. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  I  have  heard  another 
objection  to  this  measure.  It  is  said  that  the 
chances  of  war  might  be  increased  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  post  on  the  Pacific.  I  have  in- 
deed heard  that  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  has 
claimed  all  the  Northwest  coast,  down  to  the 
fifty-first  degree  of  North  latitude  and  one  hun- 
dred Italian  miles  south  of  that ;  and  that  he  has 
also  set  up  a  didm  of  a  character  so  monstrous 
that  no  people  in  their  senses  can  admit  it.  He 
ckdms,  sir,  all  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  that  de- 
gree of  latitude  on  the  American  coast,  to  a 
corresponding  point  on  the  Asiatic,  under  the 
pretence  that  it  is  a  close  sea.  A  close  sea !  and 
four  or  five  thousand  miles  in  width  I  and  by  his 
Imperial  ukase  has  subjected  all  vessels  to  con- 
fiscation which  shall  be  found  within  those  Hmits  I 
If  this  be  the  fact,  (and  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,) 
the  lime  has  arrived  when  we  are  bound  to 
strengthen  ourselves  in  that  region.  This  meas- 
ure is  one,  not  of  expediency,  but  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  the  ability  to  protect 
our  trade  on  that  ocean.  During  the  last  war, 
Commodore  Porter,  with  a  single  frigate,  for  a 
long  time  effectually  protected  our  trade,  and 
had  materially  annoyed  that  of  the  enemy.  It 
b  unwise  in  us  to  despair  of  our  ability  to  do 
this.  Arguments  founded  upon  what  may  hap- 
pen would  go  equally  to  prove  the  futility  of 
establishing  a  navy,  which  might  be  captured 
by  the  adversary,  and  so  add  to  his  naval  strength 
as  to  evince  the  fruiUessness  of  building  vessels 
for  trade,  because  they  may  be  taken.  If  a 
measure  be  right  in  itself,  it  is  unwise  to  reject 
it  because  its  beneficial  effects  may  be  defeated 
by  a  war.  Had  we  always  acted  from  such 
policy,  we  should  never  have  built  a  navy,  nor 
Buffered  a  merchant  vessel  to  cross  the  ocean. 

The  maxim  of  the  Bomans,  never  to  despair  of 
the  Republic^  was  a  roaxini  of  wisdom  as  weU 
as  of  courage.  If  we  are  to  suffer  this  territory 
to  remain  a  barren  waste,  the  desire  we  had  to 
extend  oar  nominal  limits  to  the  western  waters 
was  vain  and  childish.  Were  it  not  ours  some 
other  nation  would  have  occupied  it ;  civiliza- 
tion would  have  commenced,  and  the  means  of 
increasing  the  happiness  of  man  would  have 


been  extended.  It  is  the  duty  of  cavilizied  na- 
tions, who  have  acquired  a  savage  oomitry,  to 
cultivate  it,  to  rechdm  its  wandering  abori^n«a, 
to  draw  them  from  their  forests,  to  oondeose 
their  population,  and  to  convert  them,  if  not  into 
farmers,  at  least  into  ^epherds  and  herdsmen; 
and  if^  after  making  every  honest  effort  to  im- 
prove their  condition,  they  still  continue  to  be 
obstinately  hostile,  never  to  hesitate  at  tlw 
adoption  of  means  necessary  to  secure  the  dTil- 
ized  race  in  their  possessions. 

Mr.  Batlees  adverted  to  the  importanoe  of 
that  branch  of  our  commerce  which  is  known 
by  the  name  of  life  Northwest  trade.  He  sdd  he 
did  not  know  but  that  it  was  of  more  value  thn 
the  whale  fishery ;  and,  like  that,  it  grew  out  of 
nothing ;  labor  was  its  capital.  The  foundations 
of  some  of  the  most  princely  fortunes  in  Bos- 
ton, were  laid  in  that  trade.  Vessels  would  sail 
from  ports  in  the  United  States  sometimes,  sa 
he  was  told,  with  small  assortments  of  hardware, 
scarcely  exceeding  $5,000  in  value ;  and  withaidi 
articles  a  traffic  for  furs  is  carried  on  with  the 
natives  of  the  Northwest  Coast ;  in  their  passage 
from  that  coast  to  China  they  have  touched  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  completed  thar 
lading  with  sandal  wood;  those  artides  and 
ginseng  being  the  only  ones  which  were  salaUe 
in  the  Canton  market,  with  the  manufiictored 
goods  and  teas  of  China.  They  had  proceeded 
to  South  America,  and,  with  the  specie  obtained 
from  their  sales  there,  would  return  again  to 
China ;  and,  after  performing  a  circait  of  ad- 
venture, perhaps  for  ^yq  or  six  years,  retuni 
home  witii  their  original  five,  six,  or  ten  thou> 
sand  dollars  increased  to  two  hundred  thonsacod 
dollars.  • 

But  more  magnificent  prospects,  Mr.  Speaker, 
open  upon  our  view  in  relation  to  the  commeroe 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  practicability  c^  a 
water  communication  which  should  unite  the 
two  oceans,  tiie  Atlantic  and  the  Paiafic,  hie 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentieman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Wbight.)  To  some,  this  scheme  may  ap- 
pear visionary ;  but  the  Baron  Humboldt,  one  of 
the  most  scientific  and  intelligent  of  traTeQera, 
has  pointed  out  five  places  at  which  the  junc- 
tion of  the  different  waters  might  be  efTected ; 
he  had  no  doubt  of  its  perfect  practicabSit^. 
In  less  than  thirty  years,  this  commiuiicatia& 
will  be  made.  If  a  broad  and  capacious  sihip- 
channel  cannot  be  formed,  it  will  certainly  not 
be  difficult  to  make  a  channel  for  boat  naviga^ 
tion.  In  either  case,  a  change  will  be  efiTected 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world  more  stupendous  in 
its  consequences  than  any  which  has  happened 
since  the  discovery  of  America.  Two  great  cities 
at  the  extremities  of  this  canal  would  be  the 
depots  of  ther  conunerce  of  both  hemispheres. 
A  voyage  from  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans  to 
China  could  be  effected  in  less  than  fifty  days. 
Space  and  distance  would  be  conquered,  and  ti^e 
ends  of  the  *earth  would  be  brought  together. 
There  never  was  a  fairer  field  for  the  enterpriae 
of  the  mariner  than  that  which  the  Pacific 
Ocean  presents.    It  is   seldom   disturbed  by 
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itorms;  over  an  immense  space  a  perpetual 
nmmer  reigns;  and  it  has  been  demonstrated 
io  be  susceptible  of  navigation  for  nearly  five 
ibousand  miles  in  an  open  boat.  The  mutiny 
>n  board  the  Briti^  ship  Bountj,  must  be  well 
recollected,  and  the  passage  of  Captain  Bligh 
3rom  the  South  Sea  islands  to  Timor.  It  would 
ifford  the  safest  steamboat  navigation  in  the 
frorld,  and  the  time  would  come  when  the  fii'es 
yf  thousands  of  those  conquerors  of  time,  and 
ihe  elements,  would  illuminate  the  long  tract  of 
its  waters. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  continued  Mr. 
Batubs,  that  this  is  a  colonizing  plan,  and  that 
lionizing  is  not  good  policy  for  this  nation, 
rhe  bill  under  consideration  does  not  contem- 
;>late  a  colonial  settlement.  The  territory  pro- 
;K)ed  to  be  occupied,  is  already  a  part  of  the  Unit- 
3d  States.  But  suppose  it  is  such  a  plan.  Let  us 
look  tohistorv  and  see  what  have  been  the  effects 
}f  systems  of  colonization. 

The  colonizing  States  of  ancient  times  were 
the  most  powenul.  Oarthage  was  one  of  the 
nost  considerable  of  them,  and  it  was  with  the 
irealth  which  she  derived  from  her  colonies, 
hat  she  was  enabled  to  contend  so  long  against 
^e  colossal  power  of  Rome. 

The  great  colonizing  nations  of  modem  Europe 
iave  been  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  France, 
md  England ;  and  which  of  these  nations  has 
offered  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  their 
)olonies  f  It  has  been  said  that  Spain  has  lost 
ler  strength,  her  population,  and  her  riches. 
3y  referring  to  the  history  of  that  monarchy  it 
ivill  be  found  that  it  was  originally  divided  into 
i  number  of  independent  and  petty  kingdoms, 
KMsessing  neither  strength  nor  consistency, 
rhidi  were  finedly  unitea  by  the  marriage  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  whose  reign  America 
iras  discovered.  In  the  reign  of  their  successor, 
he  Emperor  Oharles  V.,  Spain  began  to  colo- 
lize  America.  From  the  great  actions  in  which 
hat  monarch  was  engagecl^  a  fictitious  grandeur 
ras  thrown  over  Spain.  He  was  rather  the 
Smperor  of  Germany,  King  of  Bohemia  and 
^vereign  of  the  Low  Oountries,  than  Xing  of 
(pain.  Upon  his  abdication  his  successor  was 
sft  with  dismembered  territory  and  diminished 
Kiwer,  yet  the  colonies  of  Spain  continued  to 
lourish  and  increase,  and  Spain  remained  a 
racipal  power  in  Europe.  It  is  now  undenia- 
bly true,  that  the  weight  and  influence  of  Spain 
ttve  been  materially  diminished ;  yet  the  colo- 
lies,  instead  of  exhausting,  have  fhmished  the 
iHment  of  her  existence,  the  wefdth  which  for  a 
ong  time  she  drew  ft^om  America,  upheld  her 
ottering  power,  and  recruited  her  wasting 
trength.  The  population  of  Spain  is  as  great 
it  this  day  as  ever. 

There  are  as  many  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  her 
mnies,  as  there  were  in  the  proudest  day  of  her 
sJcry.  But,  sir,  her  moral  energy  has  departed ; 
thas  been  buried  in  the  cells  of  the  Inquisition ; 
thas  been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  priests. 
Bigotry  has  sat  upon  the  bosom  of  that  nation 
ike  the  nightmare,  and  every  noble  and  patri- 


otic feeling  has  been  paralyzed ;  but,  sir,  her 
colonies  have  not  diminished  her  wealth,  her 
population,  or  her  power.  Portugal,  a  kingdom 
scarcely  exceeding  the  smallest  of  our  States 
in  territorial  extent,  with  a  population  less  thim 
2,000,000 ;  in  consequence  or  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  her  magnificent  colonies,  has  always 
maintained  a  high  standing  amongst  the  nations 
of  Europe.  When  the  storm  which  recently 
desolated  that  Continent  burst  upon  her  head, 
the  mother  was  protected  by  uie  child;  her 
fallen  throne  was  reared,  and  her  wandering 
monarch  was  sheltered  in  America.  Brazil  has 
worn  the  metropolitan  honors  of  PortugaL 
Holland,  in  extent  was  scarcely  equal  to  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  yet  she  soon  became  the 
first  of  the  coloQi^dng  nations,  and  by  her  wiso 
and  sagacious  policy  she  gave  bread  and  riches 
to  her  people,  when  her  territory  could  have 
hardly  afforded  them  subsistence  ;  she  ravished 
the  India  trade  from  the  Portuguese,  she  estab- 
lished her  colonial  system  on  a  solid  basis ;  "  her 
merchants  were  princes,^^  and  in  the  continental 
wars  of  the  last  century,  the  Bank  of  Amster- 
dam was  more  terrible  than  '*  an  army  with 
banners."  Her  wealth  enabled  her  to  hold  the 
balance  of  European  power ;  she  supplied  the 
world  with  money,  and  the  coffers  of  her  mer- 
chants materially  aided  the  cause  of  American 
Independence.  Holland  has  passed  for  a  time 
under  a  foreign  yoke ;  but  colonization  certainly 
did  not  produce  that  degradation.  She  became 
too  rich,  and  with  the  fear  of  losing,  and  with 
the  hope  of  preserving  her  wealth,  she  submitted ; 
she  yielded  her  independence  in  the  vain  hope 
that  her  dollars  might  be  spared. 

Prance,  in  looking  back  to  the  numerous  and 
powerful  colonies  which  once  acknowledged  her 
dominion,  must  feel,  one  would  think,  the  most 
poignant  regret.  Ganad^  Nova  Scotia,  Louisi- 
ana, St.  Domingo,  the  Isle  of  France,  Pondi- 
cherry,  &c.,  were  the  brightest  Jewels  in  the 
Grown  of  the  Bourbons,  and,  in  the  proudest  day 
of  her  revolutionary  and  Imperial  triumphs,  her 
people  sighed  when  they  remembered  that  the 
days  of  her  colonial  grandeur  were  the  days  of 
her  happiness.  The  restless  ambition  of  her 
Kings  lost  many  of  these  colonies  to  France; 
and  after  the  restoration  of  one,  which  now 
forms  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  American 
Republic,  the  necessities  of  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon (perhaps  the  necessities  of  ambition)  in- 
duced him  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States  for 
money  1  Yet,  Napoleon  never  uttered  words  of 
more  wisdom,  than  when  he  said,'  *^  I  want  ships, 
commerce,  and  colonies."  THe  elasticity  of  tne 
IVench  character  is  one  of  its  finest  traits.^  A 
Frenchman  never  despairs ;  he  never  loses  sight 
of  the  smallest  national  advantage;  and  France 
is  even  now,  after  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
a  war  of  twenty-five  years ;  after  the  burdens 
which  have  been  imposed  on  her  people,  by  the 
unsuccessful  termination  of  her  contest  with 
United  Europe,  preparing  such  means  as  she  has 
to  establi^  another  colony  in  the  Island  of 
Madagascar. 
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Was  Great  Britain  more  powerful,  wealthy, 
and  happy,  before  she  began  to  colonize,  than 
now  ?  I  think  not  The  magnificent  system  of 
colonization  commenced  in  the  reign  of  Qneen 
Elizabeth.  During  the  reign  of  that  extraordi- 
nary female,  the  minds  of  her  sabjects  received 
a  new  and  momentous  impulse.  The  romantic 
spirit  of  adventure  was  abroad.  Beligion,  am- 
bition, enterprise,  and  avarice,  all  conspired  to 
lead  the  pious,  the  aspiring^  the  bold,  and  the 
rapacious,  to  explore  tnose  vast  but  distant  re- 

S'lons,  which  had  been  opened  to  the  view  of 
urope,  and  from  that  time  she  has  been  grow- 
ing in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  in  population,  and  in 
power,  in  a  ratio  which  almost  dd&es  calculation* 
Thirteen  of  her  colonies  now  form  a  powerful 
nation,  glorying  in  their  independence,  and  de- 
fying her  power ;  and  notwithstanding  all  her 
€UEhausting  wars,  and  all  the  drain  of  her  co- 
lonial emigration,  she  was  never  more  populous, 
more  wealthv,  or  more  powerful,  than  she  is  at 
this  day.  I  know,  sir,  uiat  much  has  been  said 
of  the  magnitude  of  her  national  debt,  and  her 
ruin  has  again  and  again  been  predicted.  The 
debt,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  proof  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation.  It  is  due  from  the  nation  in  the 
aggregate,  to  its  individual  subjects,  and  surely 
they  must  have  been  a  rich  people  who  were 
able  to  lend  to  their  Government  an  amount  of 
money  so  enormous.  Is  this  nation  in  debt  to 
other  nations!  Half  the  nations  in  Europe 
have  been,  and  still  are,  indebted  to  her.  In- 
spect the  balance  sheets  of  her  merchants,  and 
the  whole  trading  world  will  be  found  to  be 
their  debtors.  She  has  riches  on  her  surface, ' 
she  has  riches  under  her  sur&ce;  and  cultiva- 
tion has  exhausted  all  its  powers  on  her  soiL 

I  have  advanced  these  historical  facts,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  show,  as  I  think  I  have  condudvely 
shown,  that  colonization  does  not  impair  the 
strength,  or  diminish  the  wealth  of  nations. 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  not  be  considered  too  en- 
tiiusiastic  on  this  subject :  it  is  one  which  I  have 
much  at  heart.  Afflicted  as  I  am  with  a  severe 
cold,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  speak,  yet  I  will 
make  an  effort  to  add  a  few  words  more. 

If  the  worst  that  has  been  predicted  should 
happen;  if  the  population  beyond  the  Bocky 
Mountains  should  wish  for  independence,  and 
should  be  able  to  effect  it,  would  it  not  be  oetter 
that  ,it  should  be  amicably  conceded?  ^  And 
ought  we  to  regret  it  ?  Sir,  I  think  not  Most 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  been  anxious 
to  transmit  the  evidence  of  their  greatness  and 
renown  to  posterity.  It  is  a  natural  desire  and 
pasdon ;  for  this  purpose  the  triumnhal  edifices 
of  the  Komans  were  reared ;  for  tnis  purpose 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  erected ;  for  this 
purpose  the  world  is  nlled  with  the  monuments 
of  art;  but,  with  a  nation  of  kindred  blood, 
governed  by  laws  similar  to  yours,  cherishing 
your  principles,  speaking  your  language,  and 
worshipping  your  God,  you  may  rear  a  monument 
more  magnificent  than  the  Arch  of  Trajan,  more 
durable  than  the  pyramid9 ;-  a  living,  animated, 
and  everlasting  monumebt  of  your  ^ory  and 


your  greatness.  I  should  delight  to  know  thtt  io 
this  desolate  spot,  where  the  prowlins  cannibil 
now  lurks  in  the  forest,  hung  round  with  humo 
bones,  and  with  human  scalps,  that  the  templei 
of  justice  and  the  temples  of  God  were  rMid, 
and  man  made  sensible  of  the  benefice&tintah 
tions  of  his  Creator. 

Will  none  of  the  living  witness  scenes  lib 
these?  There  are  now  living  witnesseB  cf 
scenes  more  wonderful — ^I  might  saj  mon 
miraculous. 

Every  gentleman  within  these  walls  w^  n- 
collect  the  splendid  sally  of  eloquence  irlud 
was  elicited  from  Edmund  Burke  when  d^ctib- 
ing  the  progress  of  Korih  America  from  a  state 
of  colonial  infancy  to  manhood.  Yet  we  hiva 
now  living  witnesses  of  scenes  which  eraitbe 
glowing  mind  of  Burke  could  not  have  imagioad 
or  conceived ;  men  who  have  seen  the  oonotiy 
of  which  they  were  natives  rise  from  thersnk 
of  humble  colonies  to  that  of  a  mighty  empn; 
who  have  seen  a  commerce  which  in  ^ 
youth  crept  along  our  shores  in  miserable  bosb^ 
gleaning  a  few  wretched  articles  firom  a  poverly- 
stricken  country,  spreading  their  sails  to  eW 
breeze,  and  "  invading  the  ice  of  ^Iher  pole, 
who  have  seen  a  popmation  of  scarcely  six  Inuh 
dred  thousand  swelled  into  ten  millions;  apo^ 
ulation  which,  in  their  youth,  extended  scsmf 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  spreading  j^^ 
yond  the  mountains  of  the  West,  and  swe^ 
down  those  mighty  waters  which  open  into 
regions  of  such  matchless  fertility  and  besotff 

Some  now  within  these  w^  may.  bef<an 
they  die,  witness  scenes  more  wonderfbl  tbn 
these  ;  and  in  aftertimes  may  cherish  delit^ 
recollections  of  this  day,  when  America,  sbo^ 
shrinking  from  the  **  shadows  of  coming  erent^ 
first  placed  her  feet  upon  untrodden  gioQi4 
scarcely  daring  to  anticipate  the  grandeur  whia 
awaited  her.  Let  us  march  boldly  on  to  tlie 
accomplishment  of  this  important,  this  nsenl, 
and  this  splendid  object,  and.  my  word  for  it,  bo 
one  who  gives  his  vote  for  tnis  bill  will  repeBi 
On  the  contrary,  he  may  consider  it  as  one  oi 
the  proudest  acts  of  his  Hfe. 

Mr.  TuGEEB  said  that  he  had  intendedto^ 
a  silent  negative  to  the  bill  ;  but  when  he  tw 
nessed  the  singular  spectacle  of  three  long  ffl» 
eloquent  speedies  made  in  support  of  it,  and  no 
member  rising  against  it,  though  there  ware 
such  strong  symptoms  of  oppoation  to  toe 
measure,  he  thou^t  it  due  to  a  frank  andinW 
course  of  legislation,  and  respectful  to  thefrJaj® 
of  the  bill,  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  re^ 
ting,  however,  that  the  task  had  not  devolred  oa 
some  person  more  competent  and  better  P^^^ 
ed  than  himself.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  objecl 
to  the  occupation  of  the  mouA  of  CotoW 
RivCT  because  he  considered  it  visionary  jnu 
unfeasible,  for  he  thought  it  but  too  practi»W^ 
but  because  it  was  calculated  to  draw  off  oiff 
population  and  capital  to  a  point  where  ti»«J 
will  be  less  efficient  and  useful  than  at  pwse^H 
and  wl\ere  they  must  eventually  be  lost  to  tntfj 
States.     I  also  agree,  said  Mr.  T,  with  tw 
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pentleman  who  introdaced  the  bill,  (Mr.  Ezx>td,) 
hat  we  oannot  arrest  the  progrefls  of  our  popn- 
ation  to  the  West  In  vain  maj  the  Goyern- 
aent  attempt  to  set  limits  to  its  coarse.  It 
narohes  on  with  the  increasing  rapidity  of  a 
[re,  and  nothing  wiU  stop  it  nntu  it  reaches  the 
bores  of  the  Pacific.  We  have  some  data  by 
rhich  we  may  estimate  this  progress.  Our 
K>pnlation  has  been  found  to  doable  in  some- 
h£ag  lees  than  twenty-five  years.  Kow,  if  onr 
lettlements  have  advanoed  westwardly  five 
inndred  miles  in  that  period,  (and  few  wonld 
stimate  it  so  low,)  tiien,  in  the  next  twenty- 
Ive  years,  we  shall  have  advanoed  one  thousand 
niles,  and,  in  the  twenty-five  years  after,  two 
Jioosand  miles ;  which,  in  a  right  line,  would 
>ring  us  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Thus,  in  less 
lian  half  a  century,  the  people  of  these  States 
inllhave  spread  themselves  across  thisconti- 
lent,  and  many  now  living  will  see  the  vision 
>t  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  realized, 
Kf  Christian  churches  and  temples  of  Justice 
"eared  in  the  wilderness,  now  exdosively  occu- 
ned  by  savages.  But  wnile  I  consider  this  pro- 
pess  of  our  population  to  the  West  as  inevitable, 
.  have  no  wish  to  accelerate  it^  because,  in  the 
latore  of  things,  the  people  on  the  east  and  the 
vest  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  must  have  a 
>ermanent  separation  of  interests. 

The  whole  country,  said  Mr.  T.,  lying  east  of 
lie  Bocky  Mountains,  is  bound  together  by  the 
trongest  and  most  indissoluble  ties.  It  is  all 
iLtlantio  country,  and  that  eztendve  commerce 
vhich  is  so  beneficial  to  the  different  parts  must 
ill  be  carried  on,  on  the  Atlantic  Kor  is  this 
iH.  Those  immense  and  fertile  re^ons  which 
ire  drained  by  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  have 
rat  one  outlet  for  their  surplus  products,  one 
channel  for  their  trade,  and  they  must  owe  the 
ecare  enjoyment  of  it  to  the  States  lying  on  the 
Atlantic,  as  they  alone  can  fiimish  llie  seamen 
rhich  a  navy  requires.  We  are  thus  held  to- 
gether by  the  strong  bands  of  commerce  and 
Qntoal  defence.  But  not  so  with  the  population 
rest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Their  rivers, 
onptying  themselves  into  the  Pacific,  their  trade 
riU  nataraUy  be  with  Ohina,  Japan,  and  the 
i>liilippine  Islands.  They  will  not  only  oe  invited 
o  this  trade  by  their  local  position,  but  by  the 
arcumstances  of  their  situation.  Oommerce  is 
lever  so  profitable  as  when  it  is  carried  on  be- 
rween  a  newly  settled  country  in  which  land  is 
Iresh  and  easily  obtained,  and  one  in  which  a 
lense  population  has  made  manufactures  cheap 
Old  abundant.  The  people  on  the  Pacific  will 
hen  find  their  best  employment  in  exchanging 
lieir  lumber,  and  bread  stuiSi  and  provisions 
yf  all  sorts,  for  the  manufactures  of  China  and 
Tapan*  They  can  have  no  inducement  to  trade 
rtth  ns.  What  common  interest  can  they  have 
rith  us  on  the  Atlantic  f  The  connection  would 
1%  an  inconvenience  and  a  burden  to  both.  If 
re  invite  people  there  we  must  protect  them 
mtU  they  are  able  to  protect  themselves,  and 
this  protection  would  be  to  us  expensive,  and  to 
them,  on  account  of  the  distance,  often  tardy 


and  inadequate.  If  the  proposed  settiement  is 
to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  it  is  with- 
out example  for  a  country  to  have  a  part 
of  its  territory  so  remote  fi*om  the  rest  irom 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia.  I  believe  the  distance  to  be  about 
four  thousand  miles  by  any  route  that  is  now 
known. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  endeavored  to  derive  aid  to  the  bill  by  in- 
sisting on  the  advantages  of  colonies.  Sin 
when  the  mother  coun^  has  a  monopoly  of 
their  trade,  they  may  increase  its  maritime 
strength  and  its  commerdal  wealth,  but  in  other 
respects  they  are  mu^ngenial  to  our  ReDublicaa 
institutions.  To  preserve  their  indepenaence,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  give  large  discretionary 
powers  to  those  who  govern  them,  and  I  have 
no  wish  to  see  introduced  among  us  those  distant 
prflotorships  whose  effects  were  so  pernicious  in 
the  Roman  Empire. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  aware  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  whale  fisheries  and  the  fbr  trade; 
he  believed  that  no  employment  of  our  ships  or 
seamen  was  so  gainftd  as  these.  But  he  thought 
that  the  communications  read  by  the  genUeman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Batuks,)  showing 
that  most  of  the  whales  and  seals  were  now 
taken  in  the  South  Pacific,  though,  from  the 
growing  scarcity  of  whales  in  that  ocean,  they 
might  DH3  obtained  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
Northern  Ocean.  [Mr.  Batlhes  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  mistaken,  and  made  an 
explanation.]  Mr.  T.  continued:  Admitting 
that  I  am  mistaken  in  that  fact^  and  that  our 
whale  and  seal  ships  are  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  this  trade 
requires  not  your  protection  or  encouragement 
There  has  been  no  document  laid  before  the 
House  to  show  that  it  is  required  or  even  asked 
for.  If  protection  were  required,  I  should  be 
as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  member  of  this 
House ;  but  even  then  I  should  onlv  be  for  es- 
tablishing a  military  post  The  advocates  for 
the  bill  say  there  is  no  port  on  the  whole  coast 
of  the  Pacific  in  which  our  vessels  have  a  right 
to  enter  and  refit  But,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
our  citizens  have  not  only  found  it  practicable 
to  refit  their  ships  on  the  Columbia  River,  but 
they  have  evenbuOt  vessels  tiiere.  At  all  events 
those  who  are  concerned  in  the  trade  have  not 
complained  of  this  inconvenience,  and,  until 
they  do,  I  am  not  for  inviting  a  settiement  which, 
before  very  long,  must,  in  Uie  nature  of  things, 
be  lost  to  this  nation.  Mr.  T.  said  such  were 
his  honest  views  of  the  bill,  and  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  disclose  them,  professing  himself  ready 
to  abandon  them  if  they  should  be  shown  to  be 
erroneous. 

Mr.  Flotd  rose,  and,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  wishes  of  some  gentiemen.  who  desired 
time  to  consider  this  subject,  and  also  because  a 
resolution  had  been  this  day  laid  on  the  table 
calling  for  further  information  on  the  subject 
moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill 
be  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  January. 
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This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Houae 
a^onrned. 

Thubsdat,  December  19. 

Preteniaiion  qf  MedaU  hy  George  W,  Brving, 
Etq^  late  U,  8,  Minister  to  Spain, 

Mr.  AlexjlHdkb  Smtth,  from  the  Joint  li- 
brary Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  of  Greorge  W.  Erying,  Esq.,  accompany- 
ing  a  collection  of  medals,  reported  that  they 
have  had  the  same  nnder  consideratioD,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reeo- 
Intion : 

Buoived,  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  expren 
to  Geoige  W.  Ernng,  Eaq.,  the  thuks  ofthia  Honae 
for  the  liberml  donation  of  French  and  American 
medals  made  by  him  to  CoDgrees,  for  the  nn  of  the 
National  Library. 

The  report  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken  to  concur  in  the  resolution  therein  sub- 
mitted, and  passed  in  the  afSrmatiye  unani- 
mously. 

The  following  letter  and  catalogue  accom- 
panied the  report : 

Bosroir,  July  4,  1822. 

Sib  :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  yon  on  the  4th  Joly,  1819,  and  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  so  obliging  as  to  take  chaige  of  and 
deliver,  was  intended  to  have  been  aooompanied  by 
the  collection  of  medals  therein  refeired  to,  but  this 
was  nnfortnnately  lost  on  board  the  ship  "  Factor,** 
boond  to  New  York ;  of  which  accident  it  appears 
that  the  Honse  was  dnly  infonned  by  its  ccnnmiUee. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  endeaTored  to  procure  a 
duplicate  of  the  collection,  and  succeeded,  a  few 
days  before  I  left  Paris,  m  April  last  This,  to- 
gether with  the  medals  which  hare  been  stmdL  at 
Pazis  to  commemorate  some  principal  events  of,  and 
men  distinguished  in,  our  Revolution,  I  take  the  lib- 
erty, through  you,  sir,  of  hereYrith  sending  and 
olFering  to  Congresa  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W,  ERYING. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Spkakkb 

of  the  Home  qf  Repre^eniativeg, 

P.  S.  A  principal  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  them.  The 
American  medals  are  but  five,  proper,  viz :  One  of 
General  Washington  at  the  siege  of  Boston ;  one  of 
Doctor  Franklin ;  one  of  Paul  Jones ;  two  of  the 
battle  of  the  Cowpens.  To  these  I  have  thought  it 
well  to  add  Columbus  and  Kosciusko,  taken  from 
the  collection  of  illustrious  men  deceased,  now  pub- 
lishing in  the  French  Mint  G.  W.  £. 

MONNAIE  DES  MEDAILLES. 

Cdleetion  de$  AfidaUUi  en  (nMua,  des  campagnee  et  du 
r^gne  de  VEn^perewr  NapdUoiu 

I>BBI02IATI0N  DBS  MBDAILLB8. 

1796  Bataille  de  Montenotte  * 
Bataille  de  Mill6simo. 
Bataille  de  Castiglione. 

1797  Reddition  de  Mantoue. 
Capitulation  de  Mantoue.^ 


1797  Passage  dn  Tagliamento. 
Trait6  de  Campo-Formia 

1798  Conqn^te  de  la  Basae-Egypte.* 
ConquAte  de  la  Haute-Egypte.* 
L*Egypte  Conqnise.* 

1799  Retour  k  Fi^jus.* 

1800  Passage  du  Grand  Sauifc-Beraard.* 
Bataflle  de  Marengo. 

Most  dn  G6n&nl  Desaiz. 
Coloone  D^paitementale. 
Colonne  nationale. 
Le  Quai  Desaiz. 
Honneurs  rendns  k  Tnrenne. 
Attentat  du  trms  Nxvose. 

1801  Puz  de  LunftviUe. 
Autre  sur  le  m^me  si\)et 

1802  Paiz  d'Amiens. 

Autre  sur  k  mftme  anjet 

R^tablissement  dn  Culte. 

Oiganisation  de  rinstruction  pnUiquflL* 
1808  N^godations  avec  rAngleterre.* 

Conqu^te  dn  Hanovre.* 

La  Vtous  de  M6dici&* 

Lm  Ecoles  de  Pharmacie.* 

La  Fortune  Cooservatrioe.* 

Le  Muste  Napoleon,    f  Salle  de  rj^ipdioB.* 
(2  medals.)  (Salle  dn  LaocooiL* 

La  Ll^on  d*Honneur.* 

L*Ecole  des  Mines  du  Mont-Blanc* 

Le  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 

Construction  des  denz,  miSe  Barques.* 

Le  Code  Napoleon.* 
1804  Le  Couronnement  k  Paris.*  (4  medals.) 

Le  Sacre.* 

Repas  donn6  par  la  viUe  de  Pari& 

F^tes  dn  Couronnement 

Distribution  des  Aigles.* 

La  Monnaie  dos  M6daiIIes  r6taUie.* 

Soci^t6  Centrale  de  Vaccine.* 
1806  Visite  du  Pape  Pie  VIL* 

Couronnement  k  Milan.* 

Le  Tombeau  de  Desaiz.* 

Autre,  avec  inscription.^ 

La  ligurie  r6unie  k  la  France.* 

Les  Ecoles  de  M6decine.* 

PremSkrt  Ccmpagnt  ^AMtriAe. 

1806  Levte  du  Camp  de  Boulogne,* 
Allocution  sur  le  Pont  du  Lech.^ 
Capitulation  d*Ulm  et  de  Memmingen.* 
Prise  de  Yienne  et  de  Preabouig.* 
R^rise  des  Drapeauz  k  InspnuaL* 
Bataille  d'AusterUtz.* 
Les  trois  Emperenrs.* 
Entrevue  des  deuz  Emperenn.* 
D6pnUtion  des  Maires  de  Paris  et  S^ot^ 

brftnn. 
Paiz  de  Presbourg.* 
Cath4drale  de  Vleune.* 
Conquete  de  Yenise.* 

1806  Conquete  de  I'lBtrie.* 

Conqudte  de  la  Dalmatie.* 
Conqu§te  de  Naples.* 
Souverainette  donn^es.* 
Manage  du  Prince  de  Bade.* 
Colonne  de  la  Grande  Ann6e.* 
L'Arc  de  Triomphe.* 

.  Campagnee  de  Prutee  et  de  Pakgne, 

1806  Conf6d6ration  du  Bhm.* 
BataiDe  d'Idna.* 
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1806  Aatre  snr  le  m6me  ccget 
Entree  k  Berlin.* 

CapitulAtion  des  qoatn  Forteresies  de   la 

Prusae.* 
Allianoe  avec  la  Saze.* 
Oocnpation  de  Hambonrg.* 

1807  Les  Aigles  Fran^aues  snr  la  Vbtule.* 
Bataille  d'Ejlan.* 

S^jouT  k  Ost6iode.* 

Bataille  de  Friedland.* 

La  Victoire  dn  14  Juin.* 

Occupation  des  trois  Capitales.* 

Gonqnftte  de  la  SU^ne.* 

Paix  de  Tilsit* 

Le  grand  Dach6  de  Yarsovie.* 

Le  Rojaume  de  Westphalia.* 

Manage  dn  Roi  de  Westphalie.* 

Reunion  de  rStmiie  k  TEmpixe.* 

Le  Simplou.* 

Route  de  Nice  k  Rome.* 

L*AigIe  couronn^e.* 

CampagM  d'Etpagtu, 

1808  L'Entrte  a  Madrid. 

Seconde  Campagne  dAvtriche, 

1809  Ruptnie  du  Traits  de  Presbomg,  et  BataHles 

d'Abensberg  et  d'Eckmiihl.* 
Depart  de  Paris,  et  entree  k  Yienne.* 
Bataille  d'Essling,  et  passage  du  Danube.* 
Prise  de  Raab.* 

Attaque  d'Anvers,  et  S^jour  k  Schoenbriinn.* 
Reunion  de  I'Etat  Romain  k  TEmpire.* 
Rome  seconde  Capitale.* 
Gonquftte  de  riUyrie.* 
Bataille  de  Wagram.* 
Paix  de  Yienne.* 
Yisite  du  Roi  de  Saze  k  la  Monnaie  des  M6- 

daflles.* 

1810  Yisite  du  Roi  et  de  la  Reine  de  Baviire  k  la 

Monnaie  des  Medallles.* 
Maiiage  de  TEmpereur.*    (4  medaU.) 
L'Amour  emportant  le  Foudre.* 
Yisite  du  Grand  Duo  de  Wurtzbouig  k  la 

Monnaie  des  M6dailles. 
Statue  de  Besaix.* 
Le  Canal  de  TOurcq.* 
Orphelines  de  la  L^ion  d*Honneur  * 
Pompe  Fun^bre  du  Due  de  Montebello. 

1811  Naissance  du  Roi  de  Rome.* 
Bapteme  du  Roi  de  Rome. 

Le  Roi  de  Rome.*    (8  medals.) 

Can^Mijfne  de  Rtunei 

1812  Prise  de  Wilna.* 
Bataille  de  la  Moskowa.* 
Entree  k  Mosoou.* 

Les  Aigles  Fran^aises  sur  le  Boiystb^ne.* 
Lee  Aigles  Fran^aises  sur  le  Wolga.* 
Retraite  de  TArm^e.* 

Fondation  do  TEcole  des  Beaux  Arts  k  Rome. 
1818  Bataille  de  Lutzen.* 

Bataille  de  Wurtohen.* 

Le  Monument  du  Mont  Cenis.* 

1814  F^vrier,  1814.* 

1815  Retour  de  TEmpereur.* 
Llmpdratrioe  Marie  Louise.* 
La  I^ncesse  Elisa.* 

La  Princesse  Paulina.* 


1815  La  Reine  de  Naples.* 
La  Reine  Hortense.* 

Note. — ^Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  ordered  bj 
the  Government,  and  designed  and  executed  under 
the  direction  of  M.  Denon. 


Monday,  Deoember  28. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  PennsylTaniA, 
Daniel  Udbee,  elected  to  sopply  the  yacanoj 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Ladwig  Worman, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  bis  seat. 

Jfr.  Erving  and  ths  MedaU. 

The  Spbakks  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter : 

WASHDfOTOir,  DeoBmber  21, 1822. 

Sib  :  I  am  highly  senable  of  the  honor  whieh  I 
have  reoeived  in  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  ao- 
quainting  me  with  the  resolution  which  the  House  of 
RepresentatiYes  has  deigned  to  pass,  in  reference  to 
the  contribution  towards  a  cabinet  of  medals,  for  the 
use  of  the  National  Library,  which  I  ventnred  to  pre- 
sent to  it 

I  beg  you,  ^,  to  accept  my  best  acknowledgments 
for  the  yeiy  obliging  terms  in  which  you  have  oom« 
municated  that  resolution,  and  for  the  personal  senti- 
ments with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  accom- 
pany it    With  very  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERYING. 
Hon.  Phiup  P.  Babbovb, 

Speaker  of  ike  JJome  of  Reprtsentativet* 

The  letter  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Boad  through  the  BlaeJs  Swampj  in  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yanob,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  for  laying  out  and  makine  a  road,  from  ilie 
lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lsike  Erie  to  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Be- 
servo,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  proTi- 
sions  of  the  IVeaty  of  Brownstown. 
Be  U  eHaetedj  ^.,  That  the  State  of  Ohio  is  here- 
by authorised  to  lay  out,  open,  and  construct  a  road, 
from  the  lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  may  by  law  provide,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  road,  when  con- 
structed, shall  forever  remain  a  public  highway. 

Seo.  2.  That,  in  order  to  enable  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  open  and  construct  said  road,  a  tractof  land,of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  whereon  to  locate  the 
same,  together  with  one  mile  on  each  side  thereof,  and 
adioiniog  thereto^  to  defiray  the  expenses  of  making 
said  road,  is  hereby  sranted  to  said  State,  to  oom- 
mence  at  the  liCanu  Rapids,  and  terminate  at  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve, with  fVill  power  and  authority  to  sell  and  con- 
vey the  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  makii^ 
of  sud  road ;  and  in  case  the  said  tract  of  land  shafi 
sen  for  a  greater  sum  than  shall  be  suffipient  to  com* 
plete  such  road,  then  the  residue  thereof  shall  remain 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  a  fimd  for  the  pvpoae  of 
keeping  said  road  in  repair* 
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Saa  8.  That,  in  cue  aaj  of  th«  lands,  through 
which  it  maj  be  thought  expedient  to  open  said  ro^ 
may  have  been  previoaslj  sold  by  the  United  States, 
the  Secieta]^  of  the  Treasuiy  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  fach  officer  as  the  State  of  Ohio  may  appoint  for 
that  pnipoee,  the  net  proceeds  of  liie  sales  of  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  one  mile  on  each  nde  of  said  road. 

Sia  4.  That,  whenever  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  shall  hare  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  survey  of  the  location  of  said  road, 
and  the  President  shaU  have  i^iproved  the  same,  ^en 
the  right  of  the  State  to  said  tract  of  land  shall  be 
considered  as  complete,  for  the  puzpoees  aforesaid ; 
and  the  President  shall  direct,  that,  until  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  none  of  the  public  luids  shall  be  sold,  within 
three  miles  on  each  side  of  a  line,  to  be  drawn  direct 
from  the  foot  of  the  *Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky,  thence  to  the 
Western  boundaiy  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Be- 


On  a  call  for  information  of  the  gronndB  and 
oble  ct  of  the  biU — 

Mr.  Yanoe  briefly  stated  them,  as  they  stand 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  accompanying 
the  bill;  from  which  it  appears,  tliat  the  tieaty 
referred  to  in  the  bill  was  concluded  on  the  25tn 
da^r  of  Noyember.  1808,  and  that  its  excloslTe 
obiect  appears  to  nave  been  to  obtun  the  estab- 
liuunent  of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road 
from  the  interior  settlements  of  the  United 
States  to  those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  ooncladed,  were,  in  yirtne  of  pre- 
yioos  treaties,  entitled  to  receive,  within  that 
Territory,  large  annuities.  There  never  had 
been  any  artificial  road  leading  to  it,  except 
through  the  province  of  Upper  Canada.  Delays 
had,  consequently,  occurred  in  the  transmission 
of  those  annuities,  and  reiterated  complaints  were 
made  because  they  were  not  received,  or,  if  re- 
ceived, frequently  damaged.  To  obviate  such 
difficulties,  and  in  the  expectation  that  many 
important  advantages  would  result  to  them, 
fit>m  a  measure  which  promised  to  bring  them 
more  immediately  under  the  observation  and 
protection  of  the  Government,  the  Indians, 
parties  to  the  treaty,  without  any  other  remu- 
neration than  such  incidental  benefits  as  they 
anticipated  from  the  establidmient  of  the  pro- 
posed road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  the  "  foot 
of  the  Bapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,^'  to  the 
western  line  of  the  "  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve," and  all  the  land  within  one  mUe  of  said 
tract,  on  each  side  of  it;  and  also  another  tract 
of  land,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in 
width,  extending  from  Lower  Sandusky,  south- 
wardly, to  the  boundary  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville.  Afterwards,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1817,  the  Treaty  of  the  Bapids  of  the 
Miami  was  concluded,  (2d  Session,  15th  Con- 
gress,) by  the  subsequent  ratification  of  which, 
&e  Indian  title  to  the  whole  country  within 
which  the  contemplated  roads  were  to  be  locat- 
ed became  vested  in  this  Government    The 


Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  aiuulBaf 
our  recent  history,  is  an  extenave  morass,  iHudi 
winds  round  the  southeastern  border  of  IGcM- 
gan ;  it  terminates,  on  the  north,  at  the  bolder 
of  Lake  Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about 
thirty  mUes.  It  extends  so  far  southerly  and 
southwesterly,  as  to  interrupt  all  communicatioii 
by  land  between  the  settlements  in  2Gcbigu 
and  those  in  the  interior  of  the  United  Sutei 
No  reliance^  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the 
individual  industry  or  that  country  to  ooDstnict 
a  road  over  such  a  morass.  The  constnictioii 
of  a  road  trmsi  precede  the  establishment  then 
of  any  considerable  population,  &o.  The  liod 
which  was  asked  for,  Mr.  Y.  said,  was  of  do 
value  to  the  United  States  at  present,  andooold 
be  of  none  until  the  road  was  made.  An  ap- 
propriation of  land  was  asked  for  this  pmpose, 
because  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  more 
readily  granted  than  an  appropriation  of  mooej. 
Had  this  road  been  made  before  the  kte  wir, 
Mr.  y.  said,  millions  of  dollars  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  United  States ;  and,  if  we  sbooki 
be  again  at  war  with  the  owners  of  Canada,  it 
would  be  more  important  to  this  Govemmeot 
than  any  fortification,  however  costly,  in  aoj 
part  of  the  United  States.  At  present,  for  more 
than  six  months  of  the  year  the  road  wasvboUj 
impassable ;  and  at  the  time  the  ordinary  oomse 
of  travelling  to  get  into  the  State  ttom  Michi- 
gan, &c.,  was  to  go  through  Canada,  dsc  Tbo 
road  was  of  comparatively  little  importanoe  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  along  her  margin 
only,  but  it  was  of  vast  importanoe  to  the  Ter- 
ritoiy  of  Michigan,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloaks,  of  Ohia  the  bill 
was  amended,  bv  adding,  to  the  ena  of  the 
third  section,  the  words  ^'at  the  minimum 
price." 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentieman,  the  bill 
was  further  amended,  by  adding  to  the  bill  a 
proviso  that  nothing  in  this  bill  contained 
should  be  construed  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  daim  any  money  from  the  Treasury  A)f 
the  making  this  road,  except  moneys  arisflg 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  designated  in  the  bin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanob,  the  latter  part  of 
the  fourth  section,  beginning  with  the  voros 
"  And  the  President,"  &c.,  was  stricken  out 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yasgb,  who 
wished  to  give  full  time  to  gentiemen  to  ex- 
amine the  biU  and  report,  &o^  the  bill  was  or 
the  present  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  Deceniber  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  MassadiQset^ 
Gideon  Basstow,  appeared,  and  took  his  seal 

8t(Ue  of  the  Finaneee, 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitr 
ting  the  annual  report  from  that  department 
on  the  state  of  the  finances ;  of  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MgLane,  five  thousand  copies  were 
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ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  ibllows : 

hi  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  **  Act  tqjple- 
mentaiy  to  the  not  to  ettablish  the  Treasory  Depart- 
ment|*  the  Seoretuy  of  the  Treasniy  respeotfolly 
sabmitfl  the  following  report: 

UQfAe  pubUe  revemm  and  ta^pendkure  of  lie  yeorv 

1821  ami  1822. 

The  net  rerenne  which  socraed  from  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1821,  amoont- 
ed  to  $15,894,434  42. 
The  actoal  receipts  in  the  Treasmy,  during  the  year 

1821,  including  the  loan  of  |5,000,000,  amounted 

to $19,678,708  72 

Vki 
Customs        -         $18,004,447  15 
Public  lands  ezdu- 

sire  of  Mississippi 

stock 
Aneaia  of  internal 

duties  and  direct 

tax;  diridend  on 

stock  in  the  Bank 
'  of      the     United 

States,  and  other 

incidental  receipts 
Loan  authorized  bj 

act  of  the  8d  of 

March,  1821,  io- 

ehriing  a  premi- 
um   of  $264,708 

70,  gained  on  the 

-    5,000,000  00 


Making,  with  the 
balances  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the 
1st  of  January, 
1821,  of       . 


-    1,212,966  46 


856,290  11 


1,198,461  21 


An  aggregate  of       -        -        -        20,772,164  98 
The  expenditures  during  the  year 
1821,  amounted  to  -        -        19,090,572  69 

Ciril,  diplomatic,  & 

miscellaneous        $2,241,871  54 
Military  service,  hi- 

eluding    fortifica- 
tions,     ordnance, 

Indian        depart* 

ment,  Berolntion- 

aiy  and  military 

pensions,    arming 

the    militia,    and 

arrearages     prior 

to  the    1st  Jan- 

uaiy,  1817      - 
Naval    serrice,    in- 

ehiding  the  grad- 
ual   increase    of 

the  Navy 
Public  debt 


5,162,864  47 


8,819,248  06 
8,867,098  62 


Customs 


luring  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  1st  of  Januaxy,  1822,  of 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Tkeasuiy, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year  1822,  are  estimated  to 
haie  amounted  to  $14,745,408  75. 


1,681,592  24 


Public  lands^  exolu- 
sive  of  Mississippi 
stock  - 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  dividend  on 
stock  in  the  bank, 
and  other  inciden- 
tal receipts 

Balances  of  appro- 
priations for  the 
War  and  Navy 
Departments^  re- 
tuiued  to  the 
Treasury,  and 
carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  4th 
quarter,  are  esti- 
mated at 

Making  the  total 
estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury 
during  the  year 
1822 


Via: 
$12,648,988  15 


-   1,298,484  56 


891,871  76 


406,119  28 


5,000,000  00 


And  inHStk  the  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  Ist  of  January,  1822, 
forming  an  aggregate  of 

The  expenditores  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1822, 
are  estimated  to  have  amounted 
to  $12,278,668  82. 


19,745,408  75 


21,427,000  99 


Civil,  diplomatic,  & 
miscellaneous 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, Revolution- 
ary and  militaiy 
pensions^  armiuff 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  1st  January, 
1817 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual mcrease  of 
the  Navy 

Public  debt 

Expenditures  during 
me  fourth  quar- 
ter, including  the 
redemption  of  the 
$2,600,000  of  sU 
per  cent,  stock  of 
1820,  are  estima- 
ted at 


Via; 
$1,536,484  24 


4,980,210  56 


1,588,952  00 
4,278,056  53 


6,000,000.00 


Making  the  total  estimated  e: 
tnreofthe  year  1822 


-     18,278,658  8S 
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And  leading  in  &e  Treanuy,  on  the 
Ist  of  Jannaiy,  1828,  an  estima- 


ted balance  of 


$8,148,847  67 


After  deducting  from  this  snm  certain  balances  of 
appropriation,  amountinff  to  $1,282,212  11,  which 
are  necessazyto  effect  Uie  oljects  for  which  they 
were  severally  made,  or  hare  been  deducted  from 
the  estimates,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a 
balance  of  $1,916,135  56  remains ;  which,  with  the 
xeceipts  into  the  Treasuir  during  the  year  1828, 
constitutes  the  means  for  aefrajing  the  current  ser^ 
vice  of  that  year. 

Aid  to  the  Cfreeks. 

Ht,  Dwioht  Bald  he  'waa  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  William  Thornton,  Widter 
Jones,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  respect- 
able citizenjs  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  in 
behalf  of  the  Greeks.    Whatever  doubts  this 
House  might  entertain  in.  regard  to  the  specific 
appropriation  prayed  for  by  the  memorial  in 
behalf  of  this  interesting  and  unfortunate  peo- 
ple—doubts which  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  he  entertained  not  less  sparingly  than 
any  gentleman  upon  the  floor ;  he  felt  assured 
that  they  would  all  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists  were  not 
less  honorable  to  them  than  accordant  to  the 
spirit  of  this  nation.    Indeed,  he  was  quite  sure 
he  did  not  exaggerate  when  he  asserted  that 
there  was  a  sympathy,  deep  and  universal, 
throughout  the  countiy,  in  behalf  of  this  op- 
pressed and  injured  nation.    The  memorialis^ 
in  reply  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  in  relation 
to  a  remote  and  feeble  people  struggling  for 
liberty  against  the  power  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire, would  have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  House 
to  recollect  that  not  half  a  century  had  elapsed 
since  a  less  numerous,  though  more  enlightened 
people,  had  successfully  made  war  upon  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  earth ;  and  that,  too, 
for  evils  which,  compared  to  the  massacre  of 
Chios  and  the  tyranny  of  those  inhuman  mas- 
ters, were  easily  to  be  borne.    Nor,  sir,  will  the 
House  need  to  be  reminded  that  not  half  a  doz- 
en years  have  elapsed  since  the  intrepid  and 
eloquent  advocate  of  South  American  independ- 
ence, stood  in  a  small  minority  upon  this  floor, 
and  upon  a  question,  too,  which,  at  the  last 
session,  was  carried  in  this  House  by  acclama- 
tion.   Indeed,  but  yesterday  we  were  told  that 
the  recognition  of  South  American  independ- 
ence was  no  longer  opposed  by  the  British 
Government,  because  it  can  no  longer  be  resist- 
ed.   Regard  to  the  Just  interests  of  our  own 
country,  perhaps,  ought  to  prevent  our  making 
the  appropriation  prayed  for ;  but  no  consider- 
ations of  delicacy  or  propriety  could  deter  the 
memorialists  from  the  expressions  of  feeling  in 
bdialf  of  the  Greeks  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  never  had  negotiation,  or  truce, 
or  treaty.    The  House  would  view,  with  an  in- 
terest proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
question,  tliat,  shoxdd  Liberty  be  now  unable  to 
maintain  herself  in  Greece,  the  country  of  her 


earliest  temples  and  longest  worship,  she  woM 
cease  to  have  a  footing  on  eixh&r  of  three  con- 
tinents, or  an  existence  in  the  govemmeots  d 
ax  hundred  millions  of  people.  He  did  not 
mean,  by  the  remarks  he  had  made,  to  eomiDis 
himself  to  any  ulterior  measures  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  reCoBe 
an  application  from  so  respectable  a  Bonrce,  a^ 
particularly  from  a  portion  of  our  citizens  who 
are  unrepresented  upon  this  floor.  For  &e 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  Honss 
as  to  the  destination  of  the  memorial,  he  would 
now  move  that  it  be  read,  and  he  hoped  that 
some  gentleman  of  more  experience  than,  hno- 
self  would  move  for  it  such  reference  as  the 
House  might  think  proper  to  give  it. 
Opposition  being  made  to  the  memorial, 
Mr.  DwiGBT  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  in- 
duced by  the  suggestions  of  some  gontkoMD, 
for  whose  opinions  he  had  the  highest  reject, 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  referring  the  me- 
morial to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  BeJatiami^ 
and  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  ord«^  to  fis 
on  the  table.  And  the  House  adjonmed  to 
Friday. 


Fbtoat,  December  27. 
Beoolutiona/ry  Canadian  JRefitffi 

Mr.  Walwobth  submitted  for  consideratkn 

the  following  resolution : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisal  and  Un- 
finished Business  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  ^ 
expediency  of  reviving  and  continuing  in  Ibrce,  for  a 
further  time,  the  acts  of  the  7th  of  April,  1798,  sad 
of  the  24th  of  Februaiy,  1810,  which  provide  fv 
the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  Britiah  Piovium 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  the  rea^ 
tions  of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  April,  1783,  aoitiie 
18th  of  Apr^  1785. 

Some  opposition  appearing  to  this  resolation— 
Mr,  Walwobth  stated  the  object  of  it.  In 
the  year  1783,  the  Old  Congress,  hy  refiolntkn, 
promised  to  make  provision  for  those  persoas 
who  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war  of  the  Bevolxitioii.  In 
1785,  this  pledge  was  renewed  in  the 
manner.  Nothing  was  done  towards  the 
demption  of  these  pledges,  until  the  year  1796, 
when  a  law  passed  for  their  relief,  the  dnratioit 
of  which  was  limited  to  two  years.  In  oonse- 
quence  of  the  shortness  of  the  limitatioii,  a  great 
many  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  relief  did 
not  obtain  it.  In  1810,  the  law  was  revived 
for  another  short  term  of  time,  and  then  snfi^ed 
to  expire,  before  some  of  these  persons  had  as- 
certamed  that  such  a  law  had  ever  passed.  He 
wished  this  law  to  be  now  revived,  that  three 
or  four  of  his  constituents,  who  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  whilst  it  was  in  force,  ni%ht 
now  obtain  the  benefit  of  it  Mr.  W.  said  he 
could  not  see  any  just  reason  why  the  United 
States  should  establish  a  statute  of  limitatioiia 
in  bar  of  emiitable  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment. He  nimself  knew  one  person  who  was 
driven  from  his  home  during  the  BeTcdatiionii 
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and  Baerifioed  an  immense  property,  who  was 
now  in  his  seventieth  year,  pming  in  want. 
It  was  for  the  relief  of  such  objects  as  this  that 
he  wanted  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  suggested  that,  if  the  cases  were 
80  few  it  would  be  much  better  to  act  upon  them 
indiyidnallj,  instead  of  passing  anj  general  law 
upon  the  subject.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for 
an  act  of  limitation  further  than  it  was  neces- 
aarj  to  guard  the  Qovemment  agdnst  imposi- 
tions, but  limitation  to  claims  seemed  in  that 
point  of  view  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Walwobth  said  he  could  not  undertake 
to  say  how  many  oases  there  were  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  on  the  mdi- 
▼idnal  cases  that  he  relied  for  the  ground  of  his 
motion,  but  it  was  the  principle  of  the  case 
that  he  spoke  of.  Wheuer  tnere  were  one, 
two,  twenty,  or  two  hundred  cases,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  them. 
This  law  would,  moreover,  grant  nothing  to  the 
cljumanta,  but  merely  authorize  them  to  bring 
forward  their  claims  for  Congress  to  pass  upon. 

Mr.  Yakcb  said,  the  land  set  apart  for  the 
location  of  land  warrants  in  the  case  of  the 
Canadian  refugees,  was  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and,  as  soon  as  the  warrants  were 
located  under  the  former  law,  the  Government 
had  ordered  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
land  to  be  surveyed  and  sold.  The  titles  to  the 
lands  thus  sold,  and  now  highly  improved,  ought 
not  to  be  disturbed,  or  in  any  manner  affected 
by  reviving  the  obsolete  law  which  set  apart 
that  land  for  a  particular  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  tiUcen  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Walworth^s  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative— 59  to  45. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  new  land  district 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  embrace  the 
lands  lying  in  the  Saguina  county  of  Lake  Huron, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. 

Charges  against  Judge  Tait, 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
addressed  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  preferring  charges  of  improper, 
corrupt,  and  extrarjumcial  conduct,  against 
Oharles  Tait,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
TTnited  States  for  the  district  of  Alabama,  and 
loliciting  an  inquiry,  by  this  House,  into  the 
Qorrectness  of  said  charges. 

Mr.  CooKB,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  the  reference  of  these 
papers  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  but 
the  motion  to  print  the  documents,  without  any 
accusation  being  framed  in  this  House  against 
the  judge,  Mr.  C.  thought  was  going  beyond  the 
line  of  strict  duty.  II  the  committee  should  be 
of  opinion  that  there  was  just  ground  of  accusa- 
tion against  Judge  Tait,  then  the  papers  might 
be  printed;  but  until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  it  was  doing  great  iigustice  to  Judge  Tait 
to  print  documents,  the  printing  of  which  might 
hare  the  effect  to  blast  his  reputation,  as  seem- 


ing to  suppose  that  the  charges  of  this  individ- 
ual against  him  were  well  founded. 

Mr.  Sattndbbs,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  whom  a  communication,  of  similar  im- 
port to  this,  had  been  referred,  and  a  general 
mipression  jprevailed  that  the  writer  must  be  a 
madman.  Those  who  examined  the  papers 
were  entirely  satisfied  that  no  injustice  had  been 
done  to  this  man.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama considered  these  papers  entitled  to  any 
credit)  it  would  be  his  dutv  to  have  a  select  com-^ 
mittee  raised  to  examine  them.  Mr.  S.  was  confi-' 
dent  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  not 
look  into  them,  because,  as  far  as  it  did  look  into 
the  similar  papers  at  the  last  session,  the  commit- 
tee was  satisfied  they  were  not  worth  its  notice. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  if  he 
did  vote  for  the  reference  of  these  papers,  it 
would  be  with  the  most  perfect  conviction,  on 
his  mind,  that  the  inquiry  would  result  in  the 
clear  acquittal  of  the  Judge  who  is  accused. 
The  gentleman  who  had  thought  proper  to 
bring  forward  these  charges,  was  no  stranger 
to  many  members  of  this  House ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  had  informed  the 
House  that  some  members  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  at  the  last  session,  believed  him  to 
be  insane.  He  believed  the  whole  history  of 
that  person^s  life  was  such  as  in  some  decree  to 
justify  this  impression,  and  it  was  high  time 
that  Congress  should  cease  to  be  harassed  by 
him.  He  was  totally  opposed  to  printing  the 
documents  in  this  or  any  case  presented  to  the 
House,  before  they  had  passed  under  the  review 
of  a  committee.  Suppose  these  accusations 
should  turn  out,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
turn  out,  to  be  frivolous  and  unworthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  House ;  would  it  not  be  a 
subject  of  regret,  that  so  much  importance  had 
been  given  to  these  papers  as  to  print  them? 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  had  avowed,  that 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference  of  this 
memorial,  &c.  This  declaration  might  have 
assured  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the  case.  Nor, 
Mr.  W.  said,  did  he  pretend  to  any  acquaintance 
with  the  person  who  had  forwarded  this  me- 
moriaL  It  was  his  character,  and  not  his  per- 
son, he  said,  that  was  known  to  many  members 
of  this  House;  and  how  known?  Some  six  or 
eight  years  ago,  it  would  be  recollected  by 
many  members,  this  Mr.  Lewis  sent  forward, 
more  than  once,  some  very  grave  charges  to 
this  House,  against  Judge  Toulmin,  who  was 
then  one  of  l^e  judges  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Territory  of  Alabama.  The  House  at  length 
took  them  up,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  them.  The  committee,  having  done 
so,  reported  the  charges  to  be  frivolous  and  un- 
founded. The  gentleman  from  Alabama  him- 
self recollects  that,  at  the  last  session,  the  same 
individuflJ  preferred  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
and  we  are  now  assured,  by  a  member  of  that 
committee,  that  it  was  beUeved  by  some  of  them, 
after  examining  them,  that  the  man  was  not  in 
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Ms  right  senses.  Bat,  notwithstanding  all  this 
acquaintance  with  the  memorialist,  Mr.  W.  was 
willing  his  charges  should  be  inyestigated«  But, 
how  long,  said  he,  are  we  to  be  troubled  in  this 
way?  I  supi>ose  if  he  sends  ns  on  frivolons 
charges  against  the  Judges  for  ninety  and  nine 
times,  we  are  patiently  to  hear  him  the  hun- 
dredth time,  even  though,  as  now,  he  intimates 
he  has  no  new  matter  to  present  to  the  House. 
It  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  House  that  a 
stop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings,  and  he 
■hoped,  after  this  investigation,  to  hear  no  more 
of  this  person^s  charges,  &c. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  he  had  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  by  this  l£r.  Lewis ;  and 
the  committee  which  investigated  that  subject 
found  the  conduct  of  the  Judge  to  have  been 
perfectly  unexceptionable.  Members  who  rep- 
resented States  on  this  floor,  Mr.  W.  sud,  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  they  brought  matters 
of  this  sort  into  the  House,  and  ought  not  to  do 
it  but  upon  their  own  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
accusations.  He  recollected,  at  the  last  session, 
the  Speaker  and  other  members  having  received 
letters  from  madmen,  complaining  of  supposed 
grievances,  &c., — and  in  the  course  of  his  expe- 
rience, every  member  of  Congress  will  recollect 
such  cases. 

Mr.  NETJ90K,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  tibis  House  at  the  last 
session ;  tne  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  it 
under  their  consideration,  and  they  found  noth- 
ing in  the  petition  or  documents  to  induce 
them  formally  to  investigate  the  cajse.  Kow, 
Mr.  N.  put  it  to  the  House,  and  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  whether,  after 
having  once  examined  the  case,  and  the  com- 
mittee being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  reason- 
able ground  for  coniplaint  against  the  Judge,  it 
was  becoming  in  the  House  to  lend  its  sanction  to 
a  resolution  deliberately  implicating  the  charac- 
ter of  a  judge  ?  If  the  gentleman  would  consent 
to  lay  his  resolution  on  the  table,  Mr.  N.  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  papers;  but 
he  could  not  consent,  and  he  was  sure  this 
House  would  not,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  consent 
to  pass  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Moors  said,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  acconunodate  gentlemen,  and  he  wished 
ne  could  accommodate  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  the  extent  of  his  wish ;  and  he  as- 
sured him^  that  if  the  effect  of  his  resolution 
would  be  to  make  an  imputation  upon  the  char- 
acter of  a  judge  without  just  ground  for  it,  he 
should  be  glad  the  business  would  take  that 
course  which  the  gentleman  proposed.  But, 
Mr.  M.  said  these  papers  had  not  been  read ; 
nor  were  they  read  at  the  last  session ;  he  there- 
fore wished  to  have  a  report  upon  them  from 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  And  what  have  we 
to  dread,  said  Mr.  M.,  if  thev  should  be  required 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges?  Ko 
more  injury  could  be  done  to  the  chco'acter  of 
the  judge  by  asking  them  to  inquire  into  this  I 


matter,  than  would  be  done  by  a  bare  rei&tDm 
of  the  documents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  aflSrmatiTe— 
ayes  71.    80  it  was 

Betolved,  ThBi  the  oommimicatioii  and  aecompiiiy- 
ing  documents  of  £.  Lewis,  Esq.,  impeachiiig  tbe 
omciAl  conduct  of  Charles  Tait,  one  of  the  judges  of 
Iho  United  States  Court  for  the  district  of  Aiai»*«>^ 
be  rdlmed  to  the  Committee  tin  the  JudieUiy; 

After  announcing  the  decision — 

The  Sfbakbb  rose,  and  said,  that,  in  regard  to 
these  papers,  whatever  might  be  his  personal 
feelings,  he  cud  not  think  that  he  had  a  ri^ 
to  forbear  laying  them  before  the  House.  He 
had  sometimes  relt  hesitation  in  laying  before 
this  House  papers  forwarded  to  him  as  Speaker; 
and  in  cases  wnere  tiie  matter  contained  in  them 
was  obviously  libeUou^  he  had  forborne.  But 
a  charge  of  &e  nature  of  this,  though  it  may, 
as  he  trusted  it  would,  turn  out  to  be  tttteriy 
libellous,  might  be  otherwise,  and  the  Speaker 
thought  he  had  not  the  right  to  withhold  ^ 
ptwers  from  the  House. 

The  House  adyoumed  to  Monday. 

TuBSD  AY,  December  81. 
JSfurgearu  in  the  Nacy. 

Mr.  MiTOHXLJL  of-  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  he  begged  leave  to  introduce  a  resolntioii 
with  regard  to  the  surgeon's  department  in  ttie 
Navy.    His  mind  had  been  led  to  this  salgeet 
by  the  state  of  our  West  India  fleet.    It  would 
be  recollected  that  some  time  since  the  MLaoe- 
donian  returned  from  her  Gruise  with  the  loss 
of  eighty  men;    the  last  accounts  from  tiia 
Cyane  were,  that  she  lay  at  Laffuira^  with  a 
dreadful  mortality  raging  on  board  of  hear ;  and 
the  situation  of  the  Peacock  was  no  better.    He 
said  thatj  at  first,  the  mortality  on  board  of  the 
Macedonian  was  attributed  to  her  not  beii^ 
properly  purified  after  her  return  from  the  Pa> 
cific  Ocean.    That,  he  believed,  had  been  made 
a  sulject  of  inquiry  by  a  naval  court,  and,  upon 
investigation,  it  had  been  ascertained  that  every 
art  of  purification  had  been  employed  to  eleansa 
her.    He  said  that  he  had  not  observed  that  the 
crews  of  the  merchant  vessels  employed  in  the 
West  India  trade  had  been  aflSicted  in  this  way, 
and  he  could  not  but  attribute  it  to  some  defect 
in  the  surgeon's  department.    He  h<^>ed  that  it 
was  not  so ;  but  it  was  a  subject  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House.    He  considered  tbe 
Navy  as  our  proper  defence — that  it  had  not 
only  protected  our  commerce,  but  given  cdiar- 
acter  to  our  nation — and  that  it  was  onr  do^ 
to  watch  over  it  with  the  greatest  solidtnde. 

The  following  was  Mr.  MrroHJCLL^BresoluticiL: 

Bucivtdy  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  NaTy  be  & 
rected  to  inform  this  House,  how  many  soigeons  aai 
sorgeons*  mates  are  on  duty,  and  where;  what  aie 
the  annual  reoeipts  of  each ;  and,  where  addxtianal 
pay  is  received  for  extra  service,  what  is  the  natase 
and  extent  of  such  service. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRESS. 


418 


jAmrABT,  1888.] 


DiMimiffnoML 


[H.  or  B. 


IfUerc(mr9e  icith  MaytL 

Mr.  Hnx  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

BuoMij  That  the  Committee  on  Commeroe  be  in- 
ftrncted  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  trade 
Mid  intercoorse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Island  of  Hayti,  and  report  what  measures  would  be 
necessaiy  to  improre  the  commerce  between  those 
Qonntnea 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  aware  that  another  branch 
of  the  Goyemment  had  called  for  information 
from  the  President  on  this  subject.  If  any  were 
obtained  bj  that  call,  this  House  should  araU 
itself  of  the  advantage  of  it  Be  that  as  it 
might,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  very  desirous  that 
the  committee  should  now  be  directed  to  inves- 
tkate  this  subject,  for  he  had  contemplated 
flobmitting  a  similar  resolution  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  should  have  done  it,  were  it  not  that 
we  then  had  important  negotiations  depending 
with  some  of  the  powers  of  Europe.  That  now 
ceases  to  be  the  case.  Hayti  is  now  one  of  tiie 
laigest  islands  on  the  globe,  and  contains  in 
some  parts  of  it  a  dense  population,  a  great 
share  of  effectiTe  labor,  and  possesses,  within 
itsel!^  the  resources  of  an  empire.  He  hoped 
therefore  the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 

Fridat,  January  8, 1828. 

Joseph  M.  HESNAinoxz,  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  appeared^  was  qualified, 
nd  took  his  seat  in  ihA  House. 

Publio  AeecunU. 

Vtt.  Vn.TjAMW,  of  North  Carolina,  fr*om  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
rafetred,  by  resolution,  reported  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act)  entitled  ^  An  act  for  t^e  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,"  and  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  crime  of  perjury ;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

Bt  it  maeted,  ^,  That  in  the  settlement  of  ae- 
eoonts  of  persons  remaining  charged  on  the  books  of 
Ihe  niizd  Auditor  of  the  Treasmr  with  jmbUo  mo- 
ntys  advanced  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1815, 
the  proper  aoconnting  officers  be,  and  they  are  heie- 
liy,  antnorized  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  such  persons, 
ni|)ectiTely,  the  amount  of  any  ezpenditoies  made 
liy  them,  wliich  were  at  the  tbne  anthoxized  hy  law 
«  regulations,  notwithstanding  regular  Toudiers  for 
flie  ssme  may  not  be  produced,  if  ue  impractioabQ- 
ify  of  prodndnff  sach  Touchers  shall  be;pn)Ted,  to  the 
■rtufaciion  of  me  said  aocotmtmg  officers ;  and  if  the 
•videnoe  exhibited  in  lien  thereof  shall  be  the  best  the 
nitere  of  the  sereral  cases  will  admit  of,  and  sndi  as 
vmld  he  receiTed  in  courts  of  justice :  Provided,  never^ 
<l<2m^  That  the  credits  to  be  allowed  shall  in  no  case 
exceed  in  amoont  the  sums  with  which  such  persons 
n^ectiyely  shall  be  chazgedon  the  books  of  Uie  said 
TUrd  Auditor. 

Sia  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  whenever, 
^  the  settlement  of  &e  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 
diftcence  of  opinion  shall  apie  between  ihe  aooount- 


ing  officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to  be  al» 
lowed,  nnder,  or  by  virtue  of,  this  act,  such  case  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  War,  whose  decision 
shall  be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  said  Secretary  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  conmiencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  oomprisiug  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
aooounts  shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the 
credit  of  each,  imder  the  several  heads  A  expenditure, 
and,  upon  evidence  other  than  such  as  has  been 
prescribed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  existing  bcK 
fore  the  passage  of  this  act 

SEa  a  ^tuI6etkyWraereiMi0esd;  That  if  any  per- 
son diall  swear,  or  affinn,  falsely,  touching  the  ex- 
penditure of  pubho  money,  or  in  support  of  any  daim 
aninst  the  United  States,  he  or  she  shall,  upon  con- 
viction thereof  sui&r  as  for  wilM  and  coirapt  per* 

Monday,  January  6. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
Jajocs  Kajolton,  Jun.,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  appealed,  produced  his  creden- 
tials) was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Indian  Trading  JBttdblishmenU, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PmESiDKzrr 
OF  THB  Unixbd  Statss,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

2b  ike  ffmm  of  BtmrtMvMAwt  of  the  UnUed  SUUet: 
In  oompUance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Rqxresentatives,  of  the  19th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing the  Px«sident  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian  Trading  Es- 
tablishments," with  a  report  fix>m  the  factories  re- 
spectively, as  the  same  were  made  to  him ;  I  trana* 
mit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasuiy, 
with  the  documents  referred  to  l^  that  resolution. 
In  further  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
treaties  have  sinoe  been  made  with  the  Osage  and 
Sao  Indians,  by  which  those  tiibes  have  severally  r^ 
liimniA#Ml  to  the  United  States  their  right,  under 
preoediog  treaties,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  factory 
within  each,  respectively.  JAMES  MONBOE. 
WiiSHDiaTOH,  Jatk  6, 182a 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affidrs. 


TuiBDAT,  January  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Vermont^ 
Chabibs  Rioh,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Luc- 
UBL  Sawtbb,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

WxDNBSDAT,  Janusiy  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  fr^om   Maryland, 
Isaac  MoEjm,  elected  to  supply  the  yacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Smith, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

IHmianqfFkrida. 

Mr.  HBHirA2n>BZ  presented  a  memorial  of  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  St  Au^^ustine,  in  East  Flori- 
da, praying  that  the  Hondas  may  be  formed 
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into  two  distinct  Territorial  goyemments;  that 
a  separate  board  of  oommtssionerB  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  eastern  section  of  said  Territory ;  that  the 
expenses  attending  the  exhibition  of  proof  of 
title  to  lands  may  be  defrayed  ont  of  the  Public 
Treasury ;  that  settlements  may  be  allowed  on 
the  pnblic  lands,  with  permission  to  the  set- 
tlers, sabsequently,  to  purchase  their  improve- 
ments at  the  minimum  price  established  for 
said  lands ;  that  tiie  aid  of  Congress  may  be 
extended  in  the  opening  and  repairing  of  roads, 
and  the  erection  of  bridges  in  said  Territory ; 
that  lighthouses  and  buoys  may  be  erected  and 
placed  at  certain  points,  designated  in  said  me- 
morial ;  that  adequate  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed to  insure  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  tibe 
Territory  against  the  aggressioDs  of  the  Semi- 
nole Indians;  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land  derived  from 
grants  from  the  British  Gk)vemment,  common- 
hr  called  British  grants ;  that  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Oouncil  may  hereafter  be  elected 
by  the  people;  that  the  operation  of  an  act, 
passed  by  the  said  council,  for  the  levying  and 
collection  of  taxes,  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain of  as  oppressive  and  uijjj^t,  may  be  sus- 
pended by  act  of  Congress.  The  memorialists 
further  complain  against  another  act  of  the  said 
couneil,  whereby  common  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  quartered  in  said  Terri- 
tory, are  permitted  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  and  praying  for  a  correc- 
tion of  the  evil.  And  farther,  that  the  Judicial 
system  of  said  Territory  may  be  so  altered  as 
to  be  better  suited  to  the  genius  and  condition, 
and  the  present  political  situation  of  its  inhabi- 
tants; which  memorial  was  read ;  and  its  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  proper  committees. 


Thubsdat,  January  9. 
Boadfrom  Ohio  to  Michigan^ 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yanoe, 
took  up  the  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land  to  defray  the  charge  of  laying  out 
and  making  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ifi- 
ami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve. 

Mr.  Yanok  delivered,  more  at  length  than 
heretofore,  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
the  importance  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
bill.  Ue  stated  facto  showing  the  enormous 
charge  of  transportation  of  supplies  from  Ohio 
to  Michigan,  during  the  late  war,  for  the  want 
of  a  passable  road.  He  replied  to  anticipated 
objections^  on  the  score  of  the  value  of  the  land 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  object.  The 
whole  quantity  to  be  granted  to  the  purpose  he 
estimated  at  57,000  acres,  worth,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  $72,000,  but  in  fact  worth  much 
less  to  the  United  States,  from  ito  inaccessi- 
bility. He  did  not  believe,  however,  it  was 
worth,  in  the  market^  more  than  sixty-two  and 
a  half  cents  per  acre^  which  would  make  only 
an  amount  of  $36,000  to  be  applied  to  this  great 
object.    He  hoped  it  would  not  be  conadered  a 


heresy  in  politics  to  state  that  the  Northwestein 
frontier  was  equally  entitled  to  protection  whli 
other  parte  of  the  United  States.    If  this  bud 
was  in  reality  worth  two  dollars  and  a  half  per 
acre,  it  would  amount  only  to  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  dcUars^  whidi 
was  a  very  small  amount,  certainly,  compared 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  protecting 
that  frontier  by  this  military  road.    In  additkn 
to  all  these  arguments  of  expediency  and  neces- 
sity, in  favor  of  this  measure,  there  is,  he  said, 
a  treaty  stipulation  by  which  the  United  States 
have  bound  themselves  to  make  the  road,  (va- 
ferring  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown;)  and  be 
made  some  statemento  to  show  that  the  IndiazH^ 
who  were  parties  to  that  treaty,  were  deBuoos 
the  road  should  be  made.    There  was  anch  a 
disposition  to  impute  to  the  Western  membeit 
interested  motives,  in  regard  to  all  measnrea 
concerning  public  lands,  he  had  rather  ask  ffaoa 
as  a  matter  of  right,  under  the  treaty,  than  as  a 
matter  of  favor.    But,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  though  there  had  been  no 
treaty,  he  would  ask  the  passage  of  this  bin  as 
a  matter  of  justice  as  well  as  favor  to  the  people 
of  Michigan,  to  connect  them  witli  the  setued 

Earts  of  the  United  States.  As  respects  &o 
tate  of  Ohio,  though  somewhat  interested  in 
the  road,  it  was  muoi  less  so  than  £he  people  <£ 
Michigan.  Nor  was'  the  whole  Union  less  intep- 
ested  in  it.  The  defeat  at  Frenchtown,  doiii^ 
the  late  war,  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  iL 
from  the  impracticability  of  uniting  the  dii^ 
ferent  detachments  of  the  army,  and  daring  tiie 
whole  war  there  was  much  waste  of  life  and 
treasure  from  the  same  cause.  Mr.  V.  added 
other  remarks  illustrative  of  these  positioDs. 

After  movitig  an  amendment,  which  -was 
agreed  to  by  the  House— 

Mr.  SiBLET,  the  delegate  from  Michigan,  ate 
spoke  in  f&vor  of  the  bill,  in  which  he  sidd  hia 
constituents  were  deeply  interested^  separated 
as  they  were  from  the  rest  of  the  United  States 
and  in  a  manner  isolated  from  the  Territoiy 
with  which  they  are  particularly  connect^ 
He  first  adverted  to  the  provision  of  tiie  treaty, 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  United  8tate& 
wherein  a  grant  of  the  land  for  the  road,  and 
of  a  mile  deep  on  each  side  of  it,  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  on  theconditiQa 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  road.  Sinoe 
that  time  the  remainder  of  the  territory  had  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  hot 
nothing  had  been  done  by  the  United  States 
towards  making  the  road.  The  interest  of  the 
Government,  in  making  this  road,  with  a  Tiew 
to  military  operations,  Mr.  S.  said,  vas  in  fact 
much  greater  than  the  local  interest  in  it  It  was 
a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
weaker,  more  exposed,  and  more  likely  to  &]1 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  during  war  than 
any  other.  During  a  war,  (with  Qreat  Britain, 
should  it  ever  again  happen j)  it  would  be  of  the 
first  importance  to  make  this  point  safe ;  and  to 
do  this  securely,  the  population  of  the  a^ao^kt 
States,  on  which  its  defence  most  greaUj  da. 
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p«nd,  ought  to  have  the  means  of  oonoentrating 
its  strength,  the  want  of  which  means  was  so 
seyerdy  felt  during  the  late  war.  Mr.  8.  added 
other  arguments  in  support  of  the  bill ;  such  as 
that  the  road  is  necessary  to  secure  any  thing 
lik»  a  regular  transportation  of  the  mail ;  that 
the  Michigan  Territory  must  people  slowly  until 
an  access  is  opened  to  it,  without  being  obliged, 
as  was  now  necessary  at  some  seasons  of  the 
yeaTjJo  go  through  foreign  territory  to  get  to 
it.  Thus,  Mr.  8.  said,  supposing  there  was  no 
right  derived  from  the  treaty,  the  object  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  the  bill  proposed  no 
now  principle.  Lands  had  been  often  granted 
by  Oongress  for  objects  of  much  less  importance, 
and,  as  for  this  land,  it  would  be  of  no  value  to 
the  United  States  until  a  road  was  made,  and  it 
became  worth  the  trouble  to  drain  it  The 
quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  allotted  to  this 
purpose  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient 
to  accomplish  it^  but  it  was  probable  that,  by 
the  aid  of  this  grant,  those  who  were  interested 
would  be  able  to  complete  the  work. 

Mr.  Ck)CKB  said,  that  a  reference  to  almost 
every  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  twenty  years 
past^  would  exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  al- 
most every  direction.  It  was  no  new  thing  to 
prevail  upon  the  Indians  to  give  their  consent 
to  have  a  road  made.  The  Indians  are  pressed 
into  the  measure;  and  it  was  the  first  tmie  he 
had  ever  heard  it  suggested  that  the  Indiuis 
were  desirous  of  having  a  highway  through 
their  lands.  Such  an  idea  was  contrary  to  their 
nature ;  their  pursuits  are  repugnant  to  it.  He 
could  not  therefore  yield  to  the  argument,  in 
&vor  of  this  bill,  that  the  Indians  are  desirous 
to  see  the  road  made.  He  did  not  understand, 
he  said,  how  the  making  of  a  road  through  it 
was  to  drain  the  swamp,  and  he  wished  for  in- 
formation on  that  head.  And  why  were  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  making  this  road  any 
more  than  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ? 
Were  the  people  of  Michigan  so  regardless  of 
their  interest  that  they  would  not  mi^Ee  a  road 
to  lead  to  their  Territory  ?  K  it  was  necessary 
to  am)ropriate  this  land  to  this  object,  for  the 
benent  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  why  was  it 
to  be  given  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ?  Why  not  let 
ICichigan  have  it?  No,  Mr.  0.  said,  let  us  keep 
it  in  our  hands,  that  we  may  ourselves  regulate 
the  matter,  if  the  road  is  to  be  made.  He  was 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  notbe  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  road.  This  bill  would  then 
be  but  a  beginning.  And,  said  he,  once  enter 
the  wedge,  and  you  will  not  get  dear  of  it  for 
ten  yean  to  come.  Mr.  0.  concluded  by  re- 
quiring the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
ordering  this  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ijttlb  said  that,  to  any  measure  oalou- 
latad  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  any  section  of  our  country,  and  not  impairing 
tbe  rights  of  anybody,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
give  his  support.  That  the  public  is'  greatly 
{ttterested  in  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill, 
»^  been  sufficiently  shown.    The  treasure  of 


the  country,  as  well  as  its  blood,  had  been 
wasted  for  want  of  the  road.  His  reflection  on 
the  subject,  too,  had  induced  him  to  believe, 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  access  being 
so  difficult,  that  the  Michigan  country  had  fillea 
up  so  slowly.  It  was  an  inconvenience  which 
ought  to  be  remedied ;  that,  in  order  to  get  into 
the  United  States,  it  was  for  one  half  of  &e 
year  necessary  for  the  people  of  Michi^^  to 
pass  through  the  territx)ry  of  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  already  had  two  wars,  and  with 
whom  he  should  not  be  surprised  to  live  to  see 
a  third.  It  was  no  reason  against  this  bill,  that 
application  might  be  hereafter  made  from  other 
ouarters  for  similar  grants.  This  is  not  the 
nrst  grant  which  has  been  made  for  siniilar 
purposes,  but  no  grant  had  been  made  for  any 
as  important.  The  facts  which  had  been  stated 
respecting  the  evils  suffered  in  the  late  war  for 
want  of  this  road  were  undoubted ;  and  JAr.  L. 
hoped  that,  on  further  consideration,  t^e  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  his  op- 
position to  the  biU. 

Mr.  MrroHBLL,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
he  knew  very  little  of  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion, but  what  he  had  gathered  from  the  report 
which  accompanied  the  bill.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  this  cession  ought  to  be 
made.  In  the  first  place,  he  said,  this  land  was 
conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  road ;  and  with  the  same 
object  the  land  had  been  surveyed,  without  any 
thmg  further  being  done  upon  it.  If  we  choose 
to  give  this  land,  he  said,  while  we  do  not  ^- 
minish  the  funds  of  the  nation,  we  comply  with 
the  condition  of  Uie  cession  to  us,  and  effect  a 
valuable  object  to  the  nation.  It  was,  he  said, 
a  matter  of  sreat  importance  to  the  United 
States  that  this  road  should  be  made.  The 
country  between  the  Miami  River  and  the  Ck)n- 
necticut  Reserve  is  a  swamp,  often  impassable, 
and  intercepts  the  communication  between 
Michigan  and  Ohio.  Michigan  is  a  frontier 
countiy;  it  adjoins  Upper  Canada;  its  popula- 
tion is  so  small  that  it  cannot  defend  itself  in 
the  event  oi  a  war  again  occurring  with  the 
owners  of  Upper  Canada,  and  must  fall,  unless 
a  communication  be  established  between  it  and 
the  more  populous  parts  of  our  country.  It  is 
our  interest,  therefore,  if  we  wi^Oli  to  nold  the 
Territory  of  Michiffan,  to  have  the  road  cut. 
At  present,  it  is  xmderstood  that  the  communi- 
cation to  and  from  Michigan  with  the  United 
States  must,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
year,  be  carried  on  through  Upper  Canada. 
Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  permit  our  territory  to 
be  so  dissociated  as  to  have  to  communicate 
with  it  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  terri- 
tory f  He  thought  not,  and  was  therefore  in 
fftvor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Habdik  said  that,  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  this  biU,  he  entertamed  no  doubt. 
One  of  the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our  coun- 
try to  an  enemy  is  the  Michigan  Territory.  It 
has  not  within  itself  strength  for  its  defence^ 
and  has  to  call  on  the  neighboring  States  for 
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sQOOor  to  repel  invafiion.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to 
tke  enormous  expense  to  which  the  United 
States  were  put  on  that  frontier  during  the  late 
war,  which  would  not  have  been  one-fourth  as 
great  had  the  proposed  road  then  existed.  The 
whole  army,  when  at  Fort  Keigs,  &o,y  had  to 
be  supplied  bj  transportation  on  horses  for  a 
hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  so  that 
every  barrel  of  flour  consumed  had  cost  tiie 
United  States  some  fifty  dollars  per  barrel  It 
was  important,  therefore,  that  a  direct  inter- 
coarse  should  be  opened  between  the  settled 
country  and  that  part  of  our  territory,  lliere 
could  be  no  objection^  in  a  constitutional  view, 
to  making  this  road,  m  the  character  of  a  mili- 
tary road.  As  to  the  expediency  of  the  road, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt  llie  two 
vulnerable  points  of  our  country  are  Morida 
and  Michigan.  Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  to  see 
them  strengthened  as  much  as  possible  and  as 
&Bt  as  possible.  He  also  adverted  to  the  in- 
creased value  which  would  be  given  to  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  by 
the  increased  facility  of  access.  There  was  but 
one  objection  to  the  bill,  that  he  could  see.  It 
was  this:  that,  if  we  cede  the  land  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  she  does  not  make  the  road,  we 
shall  have  no  power  to  get  it  back  again.  But, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  so  much  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  pass  the  bill  without  a  clause  providing 
for  its  reversion  in  such  case.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  State  of  Ohio  would  lay  out  every 
cent  of  the  proceeds  of  tibe  sales  of  the  lands  in 
making  or  repairing  the  road.  This  case  being 
clearly  distinguishable  from  the  exerdse  of  the 
general  power  of  internal  improvement,  as  con- 
templating a  military  road,  he  hoped  ms  friend 
from  Tennessee  would  witodraw  his  opposition, 
and  let  the  bill  pass  by  a  unanimous  vote.  He 
hoped,  too,  when  the  question  regiurding  the 
Onmberland  road  came  up,  to  witness  the  same 
spirit  of  unanimity  in  its  favor  which  was  to  be 
seen  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Oampbell,  of  Ohio,  rose,  not  so  much  to 
urge  arguments  in  support  of  the  bill,  as  to  no- 
tice a  remark  which  fell  from  the  gentieman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to  what  might 
be  the  conduct  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  regard 
to  the  road.  A  year  ago,  Mr.  0.  said,  the 
Le^lature  of  Ohio  had  passed  an  act  on  this 
subject,  in  which  she  had  evinced  her  willing- 
ness to  take  upon  herself  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  making  this  road,  if  the  right  of  the 
iTnited  States  to  the  land  in  question  were  ceded 
to  her.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  ttiis 
road  would  not  be  an  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  but  it  would  be  of  more  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  Union  generally.  The 
country  in  which  this  road  lies  is  one  of  tiie 
most  valuable  in  the  Union,  and  as  littie  had 
been  done  for  it  as  for  any  section  of  the  Union. 
On  this  point  he  would  only  observe,  he  said, 
that  so  great  was  his  zeal  to  increase  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  he  was 
willing  to  vote  even  two  or  three  hundred 


thousand  acres  of  land  to  those  who  would  m(> 
tie  it,  or  he  would  sell  the  land  at  fiHy  eeoto 

g)r  acre  if  it  would  induce  a  settkmeDt  cf  it 
e  would  use  every  means  to  aoocxnplish  a 
object  so  desirable.  On  the  score  of  moDej, 
which  was  said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war,  rnndi 
that  was  expended  during  the  late  war  iroM 
have  been  saved,  had  the  proposed  road  thei 
existed ;  and  the  petitions  even  at  this  diijim- 
sented  by  the  delegate  from  that  Territofjn- 
mind  us  in  what  condition  the  fortune  d  mr 
has  once  placed  it.  In  a  peonniaiy  point  of 
view,  Mr.  0.  said,  the  House  could  not  err  ii 
passing  this  bilL  As  fiiff  as  he  knew  the  senti- 
ment of  the  State  of  Ohio,  she  would  tike  ft 
deep  interest  in  making  the  road.  Hr.  dei- 
amined  the  treaty  provision  respeotiDg  tin 
road,  which,  he  argued,  did  not  asmmilstn  itielf 
to  uie  general  treaty  provisions  re^eeting 
roads,  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Oookb,  inasmoeh  « 
those  provisions  were  inserted  to  aooommodito 
the  Unite4  States,  and  to  be  executed  it  onr 
pleasure,  whilst  in  this  case  the  stipulation  t« 
obligatory  and  binding  on  the  United  Stitft 
The  population  of  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  0.  flid, 
had  greatiy  increased  in  consequence  of  tiie 
liberality  of  the  British  Government  to  settkn. 
That  Government  considers  its  posBeaaoDaia 
that  quarter  vnlnerable;  but  they  are  not* 
vulnenible  as  ours.  Whilst  they  are  increiflBg 
their  strength  in  that  direction,  ought  we  not 
to  be  increasing  ours?  Any  course  diffiawk 
ftom  this  must  be  a  blind  one,  and  such  as  thi 
Gk>vemment  ou^t  not  to  pursue.  The  gende 
man  from  Tennessee  had  said,  if  the  people  d 
Michigan  are  interested,  let  tiiem  make  tiie 
road.  But,  Mr.  C.  asked,  will  thdr  phjoeiL 
means  enable  them  to  make  it  t  Thej  are  ifr 
terested  in  the  road,  it  is  tme;  but  there  is  no 
population  in  the  Union  of  ten  thousand  soob 
able  to  make  a  road  of  forty-five  miled  inlengA 
through  such  a  swamp  as  that  They  are  u- 
ready  weighed  down  with  taxation,  and  in 
perhaps  the  most  oppressed  people  under  the 
Government  of  the  iJnited  States.  In  answer 
to  the  remark  that,  if  this  bill  passed,  >£P^ 
tion  would  be  hereafter  made  to  the  United 
States  for  frirther  aid  to  complete  the  roadflf' 
0.  said,  when  those  applications  were  made  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  Oongress  *<>  act  i^ 
them  as  should  appear  to  be  right  They  nroi 
stand  or  fall  on  their  own  merits  or  dementi 
If  rightful,  they  would  be  granted ;  if  otherwise, 
they  would  be  r^ected. 

Mr.  Fasbbllt  observed,  that  he  ^^ JJ'T 
Northwestern  frontier,  and  rose  to  comnaak^ 
facts  which  every  one  on  that  frontier «» 
know.  Michigan  was.  without  doubt,  the  ffl» 
exposed  pointT  and  also  the  weskest  of  u>* 
Union.  The  Territory  was  inhabited  by  nn- 
merons  nations  of  Indians,  who  had  beenaeeo^ 
tomed  to  war  with  the  people  of  the  Vvm 
States.  FromthedoseofthewaroftheBeTO- 
Intion  down  to  the  defeat  of  General  wayn^ 
they  were  in  a  state  of  continoal  horoliv* 
During  tiie  late  war  they  desolated  thatXem- 
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Pennon  to  Sarah  Penj. 


[H.  or  R. 


toiy ;  and,  in  case  of  any  rupture  between  ns 
and  the  British  Crovernment,  we  know,  from 
the  experience  of  the  past,  on  which  side  they 
will  he  engaged.  If  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
were  able  to  protect  itself  daring  the  late  war, 
what  a  saving  it  wonld  have  been  to  the  nation 
in  treasure  and  blood;  the  Kentucky  militia 
would  not  have  been  massacred — ^wMch  hap- 
pened after  they  passed  that  swamp.  It  is  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  United 
States  to  enooura^  tiie  population  of  Michigan, 
which  has  been  hitherto  kept  down  by  the  im- 
practicability of  going  to  it  By  passing  the 
bill,  the  United  States  will  secure  the  most  im- 
portant advantages.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
the  merchants  of  the  place  where  I  reside,  and 
generally  of  the  district  I  represent,  who  have 
commercial  relations  with  Detroit,  have  to  go 
there  and  return,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year, 
throQgh  Upper  Oanada,  in  consequence  of  the 
obstacles  opposed  by  the  Black  Swamp.  The 
United  States  fleet  has  disappeared  on  Lake 
£rie;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
strengthen  the  interior  of  the  country,  which 
has  not  resources  itself  to  make  this  road. 

Mr.  SiBLBT  again  rose.  There  was,  he  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cogioe,  no  want  of  patriotism 
and  liberality  in  the  Territory  of  Micnigan.  He 
mentioned  large  appropriations  of  money  which 
they  had  had  to  make  for  roads,  of  which  the 
United  States  were  deriving  the  benefit;  and 
also  that  there  wa»  a  road  of  considerable  length 
which  the  Territory  would  have  to  make  to 
meet  the  very  road  embraced  in  this  bilL  He 
appealed  to  the  House  whether  Michigan,  who 
had  been  doing  her  utmost  to  connect  herself 
with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  ought  to  be  expect- 
ed to  make  this  road. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided — yeas  180,  nays  21. 


MosDAT,  January  20. 

John  Ssboeaht,  from  Pennsylvania^  appear- 
ed, and  took  his  seat 

Naioal  Peace  EetabUtihfnent. 

Mr.  FnixxB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfGairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  from 
the  Prosident,  upon  the  subject  of  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  perma- 
nent the  Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Oammeru  and  ITia/eigation. 

The  Sfxaxxb  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TBXisuBT  DspABnaar,  Jan,  18, 1828. 
Sib  :  In  conformity  with  the  proviBioiu  of  the  act 
of  10th  Jannaiy,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaizung  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign 
of  the  United  States,'*  I  have  the  honor  to 

You  VII.— 27 


submit  the  following  statements  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  die  United  States,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  80th  September,  1822,  viz : 

Ist  A  general  statement  of  the  qaan^ty  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

2d.  A  summary  statement  of  the  same. 

8d.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  domestic  articles  exported. 

4th.  A  general  statement  of  the  qnanti^  and  value 
of  foreign  articles  exported. 

5th  and  6th.  Snmmair  statements  of  the  value  of 
domestic  and  foreign  articles  exported. 

Tth.  A  general  statement  of  me  amount  of  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States. 

8th.  A  general  statistical  view  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States ;  and 

9th.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  entered  and 
cleared,  in  and  from  the  several  States. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  im- 
ports, during  the  year  ending  on  tne  8(Hh  of  Septem- 
ber, 1822,  have  amounted  to  $88,241,541,  of  which 
amount  $76,984,881  were  imported  in  American 
Teasels  and  $6,267,210  in  foreign  vessels:  That  the 
exports  have,  during  the  same  period,  amounted 
to  $72,160,281,  of  which  $49,874,079  were  donfcstic, 
and  $22,286,202  were  foreign  articles :  That  of  the 
domettio  articles  $89,981,913  were  exported  in 
American  vessels,  and  $9,942,166  in  foreign  vessels; 
and,  of  the  foreign  articles  exported,  $20,788,655 
were  exported  in  American,  and  $1,602,547  in  for- 
eign vessels:  That  787,961  tons  of  American  ship- 
ping entered,  and  818,748  cleared  from  ports  of  the 
United  States;  and  tiiat  100,541  tons  of  foreign 
shipping  entered,  and  97,490  cleared  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  during  tiie  same  period. 
I  remain,  with  respect,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Babbocb, 

Speaker  of  the  Houae  <if  RepreeentatioeM. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  docn* 
ments,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TuBSDAT,  January  21. 

Pevmon  to  Sarah  Perry, 

Mr.  FxTLLSB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfEairsw  to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  Oliver  H.  Perry,  late  a 
Oiq)tain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
made  the  foUowing  report;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

• 

By  the  decease  of  the  son  of  the  petitioner,  CiHfvtain 
Oliver  H.  Peny,  and,  subsequently,  by  the  decease 
of  another  son,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  she  has  been 
deprived  of  the  support  which  those  sons  had  succes- 
sively bestowed ;  and  is,  as  sufficiently  appears  to  the 
committee,  advanced  in  years,  and  incapable  of  pro- 
viding for  herself.  The  eminent  services  of  her  son 
first  mentioned  having  called  forth  the  boun^  of  the 
Government  in  providing  for  his  widow  and  children, 
by  an  act  for  their  relief;  passed  on  the  dd  of  March, 
1821,  the  committee  beneve  that  hia  mother,  the 
present  petitioner,  is  entitled  to  consideration,  in  at 
least  an  equal  degree,  and  for  similar  reasons.  Tb^ 
therefore  report  a  bill  in  her  favor. 
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DeaA  of  WtHiam  Larnndu. 


[Javuakt,  1881 


To  the  honorahU  ike  Speaker  o/the  House  ^JRepreaeni- 
aUvet  qf  the  Unitei  States,  the  Jfemorud  of  Sarah 
Perry,  of  the  StaU  ^f  Rhode  Island,  respeetfully 
tkowA: 

That  your  petitioner  hai  at  length  detexmlnodto 
intrade  her  aonows  and  dutreues  on  your  notice, 
confident  of  obtaining  yoor  qrmpathy  and  oommiiera- 
tion,  dionld  she  eyen  udl  in  addnoing  anj  dainu  to 
yonr  jnstioe  and  liberality. 

Yonr  petitioner,  after  the  deatii  of  her  hniband, 
(who  had  the  honor  of  bearing  a  oonuniMion  in  the 
naval  aorTioe  of  his  coontrjr,)  subsisted  on  the  bounty 
of  her  deceased  son,  Oliver  Hasard  Peny,  irhose 
filial  dcYotion  and  affisction  were  such  as  to  leave  none 
of  her  wants,  and  few  of  her  desires,  in  this  world, 
nnsatiefied.  Dnnng  his  life,  he  invaziably  set  aade 
a  liberal  proportion  of  his  pay  juod  ^Tnolnments  (at 
the  support  df  your  petitioner,  notwithstanding  die 
many  dahns  of  his  inunediate  family  on  his  oompara- 
tively  slender  inoome. 

The  lamentable  death  of  tins  son,  on  board  of  the 
John  Adams,  at  Port  Trinidad,  in  August,  1819,  de- 
prived your  petitioner  of  this  suooor,  and  the  burden 
of  the  support  of  herself  and  an  nnmaoried  daughter 
devolved  on  the  younger  branches  of  her  family, 
moi%e8peoia]]y  on  her  son,  the  late  Lieutenant  James 
Alexander  Peny,  whose  seoent  loss  your  petitioner 
has  also  to  deplore. 

It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  yoor  honorable 
body,  that,  after  the  death  <»f  yonr  petitioner's  son, 
Oliver  H.  Pengr,  a  bUl  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  finally  paused  both  branches 
of  Congress,  making  a  providon  for  his  immediate 
family.  In  this  bill,  as  originally  reported  by  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  there  was  a 
clause  affording  a  competent  support  for  your  peti- 
tioner. In  its  progress,  however,  through  the  House, 
some  of  its  best  mends,  fearful  that  the  whole  lull 
might  be  lost  if  too  much  was  asked,  consented  that 
the  clause  in  your  petitioner's  behalf  should  be  stricken 
out,  which  was  aoooidin^y  done ;  and,  in  this  shapOi 
the  bill  ultimately  passed,  with  an  unanimity  on  uie 
part  of  Congress  that  oonfeoed  an  inestimable  value 
on  the  gifts  of  their  patriotic  benevolence. 

Tour  petitioner  did  not  repine  that  the  considera- 
tion of  her  claims,  whatever  they  might  have  been, 
should  have  been  thus  postponed;  it  was  enough 
tiiat  such  a  sacrifice  was  deemed  essential  in  pro- 
curing a  support  for  the  wift  and  children  of  such  a 
■on. 

About  this  period,  the  son  of  your  petitioner,  James 
Alexander  Peny,  who  had  seoentiy  been  promoted  to 
a  lientenantcy  in  the  Navy  jnetnmedfirom  tiie  Medi- 
terranean, and  fonfchwith  contributed  a  large  pro- 
portion of  his  pay  and  emoluments  to  the  support  of 
your  petitioner.  Had  his  precious  life  been  spazed, 
your  petitioner  would  not  have  been  oonstnuned  to 
make  this  application.  The  calamity  by  which  tins 
last  resource  has  been  cut  off  firam  your  petitioner  is 
known  to  you ;  and,  although  she  cannot  boast  tiiat 
this  son  has  fallen  in  the  Mttles  of  his  country,  she 
has  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that^  at  the  early  aoe 
of  thirteen,  he  fought  by  his  brother's  side  in  me 
memorable  engagement  on  Lake  Erie ;  and  that  the 
life  which  he  had  devoted  to  his  country  was  sacrifio- 
ed,  ultimately,  in  a  generoos  and  noble  effort  for  tiie 
preservation  of  another. 

To  confess  our  poverty  is  a  himuliating  declara- 
tion. Your  petitioner  is  destitute,  and  her  support 
small  as  it  ia^  is  thrown  on  hands  but  inadequately 


capable  of  bearing  it  She  knows  not  tint  dishai 
any  other  claims  on  the  liberality  of  her  0(MUitEy,fiiSi 
to  say  that  she  has  reared  five  sons  for  its  serm, 
and  that  she  is  the  mother  of  that  hero  who  esned 
ibr  his  country  a  brilliant  victory,  and  tnmmdiei 
over  your  enemies,  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  bj  tba 
invincible  force  of  your  arms. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  hopes  tiist  too 
honorable  body  will  take  her  tituation  into  connaaip 
tion,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  place  her  oo  tbt 
pension  Est  for  five  years,  or  grant  her  such  ate 
permanent  support  or  relief  as  to  you  disU  mm 
meet  and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  doty  bound,  viU  enr 
pray,  &&  SABAH  PEBBT. 

DeaOh  of  WiUkm  LowniSi$», 

Mr.  HAMiLToir,  of  Sonth  OaioUna,  rose  ind 
aaid,  the  melancholy  Intelligence  which  was  n- 
nounoed  in  the  gazettes  of  yesterday,  of  tbt 
deaib  of  my  distingaished  predeceaaor,  the  pri- 
vate advices  which  I  have  received  from  Soodi 
Carolina  have  bnt  too  ftQly  confirmed.  Whea, 
sir,  (said  he,)  it  is  recoUected  that  Mr.  Lovsm 
was  constructively  a  member  of  this  Hooseit 
the  period  of  his  death,  for  I  believe  that  hii 
resignation  at  that  time  had  not  then  reaclMd 
his  home ;  bnt^  above  all,  sir,  when  we  ooo- 
sider  the  station  which  he  occupied  on  tfaii 
floor,  with  such  remarkable  honor  to  hinud^ 
and  advantage  to  his  country ;  when  we  an 
sensible  that  ne  was  here  as  it  were  but  yestM?* 
day,  occupying  tiiat  place  which  I  now  so  feel^f 
and  inefficiently  fill ;  that  the  impression  kftbj 
his  delightitd  character  and  commanding  in- 
tellect, is  yet  almost  animated  by  tiie  vigor  flf 
Itfe,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  regiurd  the  few  ob- 
servations I  shall  offer  on  this  moumftil  oeei* 
sion,  as  an  unseasonable  tresoass.  I  know  too 
well  how  you  cherish  the  recollection  of  his  Ti^ 
tues,  not  to  be  certain  of  your  kindest  and  wah 
respeotiul  sympathy. 

lit  might,  sir,  be  seemingly  presnmptaooBii 
me  to  descant  on  his  public  virtues  io  this  at* 
sembly,  where  they  were  so  conspicuously  eiw* 
cised  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  in  wlucb  the 
richest  and  most  yarions  knowledge  was  soe^ 
cessfolly  blended  with  the  purity  and  ardor  or 
an  ingenuous  spirit,  and  the  intelligence  of  i 
lofty  intellect  But^  of  his  private  virtoe^I 
may  be  permitted  to  speak.  At  homei^wbtfa 
we  knew  him  best  and  loved  him  most ; "  whflA 
our  opportunities  were  most  abundant  for  9^^^ 
ing  the  delightfiQ  sway  which  the  simplicity  an 
modesty  of  his  character  exercised  over  the  bifpi- 
er  faculties  of  his  nature,  it  will  be  allowed  ns  to 
indulge  in  an  affection  for  the  individnal  wbMb 
is  quite  equal  to  the  admiration  which  acooa|' 
panied  him  abroad.  In  the  softer  charitiesw 
human  life,  in  the  relations  of  husband,  pareo^ 
Mend,  and  master,  he  was  amiably  andoonsjpae- 
uously  loved  and  distinguished. 

There  was  a  belief  in  which  public  opinion  ■ 
supposed  to  have  indulged,  in  "P"^  .*°  J[5 
LowNDBs,  which  was  radically  unsound ;  »» 
he  was  deficient  in  decision  of  character.  Tw 
mistake  naturally  grew  out  of  the  extraoa 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGBB8S. 


419 


JiavABT,  1888.] 


J)mtth  ^  WUUam  Lowndes. 


[H.  or  R. 


ikoUit^  of  his  dispontioii,  in  relation  to  all  ob- 
jects that  were  personally  advantageous  to  him- 
self; oat  of  an  habitoal  aoqniesoenoe  in  the 
postponement  of  his  owninterests  and  distinotioc, 
to  make  room  for  the  aspirations  of  the  more 
sangoine  and  ooDfident.  Bat,  in  any  of  those 
delicate  janotares  whidi  arise  in  morals  and 
patriotism,  where  it  might  be  expedient  to  be 
wronff,  bat  honest  to  be  right,  he  had,  and 
wonld  aniformlj  have  evinced  the  Mnmphant 
resolves  of  an  andismayed  and  inflexible  spirit 
He  had  emphatically  less  self-love  and  more 
self-denial  than  any  man  who  ever  came  within 
the  sphere  of  my  experience.  These  virtues 
were  exemplified  in  a  remarkable  degree  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  received,  and  invariably 
treated,  the  nomination  which  was  made^  in  his 
behalt  by  his  native  State  to  the  firrt  office  in 
thegift  of  this  people. 

whatever  opinion  he  might  have  entertained, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  this  measnre,  he  coold  not 
bat  be  sensible  of  the  favorable  estimation  of 
those  who  had  a  right  to  know  him  most  inti- 
mately, bat  his  generoos  s^Dsibihties  were  prin- 
cipally aroosed  by  the  ill  omens  which  might 
possibly  be  gathered  from  flinging  another  com* 
petitor  into  the  periloos  and  troubled  arena. 
Whilst  he  was  consdoos  that  "the  office  of 
Prssident  of  the  United  States  was  one  neither 
to  be  solicited  nor  declined,"  he  woold  have  r^ 

rrded  it  as  the  greatest  misfortone  of  his  life, 
he  coold  have  won  it  by  inflicting  open  his 
eoantry  the  example  of  sacoessfnl  intrigae  and 
ambition — ^if  he  could  have  obtained  it  even  by 
one  harsh  coUii^n,  which  coold  have  shaken  the 
foundation  of  this  Union. 

In  this  review  of  an  interesting  era  of  his  life, 
I  am  doin^  little  more  than  giving  utterance  to 
those  sentmients  that  fell  from  his  own  lips. 

Alas,  sir,  when  I  contemplate  the  void  his 
death  has  produced  at  home,  that  in  a  State  not 
absolutely  sterile  in  the  proooction  of  able  men, 
it  will  be  bn^,  if  ever,  tkai  we  can  hope  for  tiie 
proud  distinction  of  fhrnishing  such  a  contingent 
of  genius,  worthy  and  knowledge,  so  huge  in  its 
amount^  so  esdmable  in  its  qiudities,  for  the 
service  of  our  commcxi  countiy,  I  cannot  but 
dnk  under  an  invincible  dismay.  Good  men  do 
not  die,  however,  without  bequeathing  some- 
thing to  posterity.  I  have  somewhere  seen  a 
remark,  which  i^pears  to  me  to  be  as  philo- 
sophically iost  as  it  is  consoling  to  honumily. 
However  feebly,  I  will  attempt  its  illostration. 
Vice  in  its  immediate  operation  is  undoubtedly 
pemioious.  The  bad  man  poisons  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  he  lives,  contaminates  ''  frets 
his  busy  hour  on  the  stage,"  dies  ana  is  for- 
gotten. But  the  virtaoos  man,  soch  a  being  as 
our  deceased  friend,  not  only  is  a  blessing  to  the 
*ge  in  which  he  lives,  but  his  virtues  virit  the 
remotest  posterity  in  a  thousand  impressive 
ah^>ea,  giving  ^*  ardor  to  virtue  and  ccmfidence 
to  truth.''  From  his  grave  there  arises  a  halo 
of  unfading  brightness  I 

I  wonld  now  tender  to  you  a  resolution  which 
would  seem  naturally  to  follow  the  fiaw  observa- 


tions in  which  I  have  indulged ;  but  I  give 
way  to  the  gentleman  trom  Virginia,  wnose 
fortune  it  was  to  have  aud  des^e  the  un- 
bounded confidence,  friendship,  and  esteem  of 
my  distinguished  predecessor,  while  it  comports 
best  with  my  own  feelings,  that  any  testimonials 
of  respect  yon  may  accord  to  the  memory  of 
my  deceased  friend  shoold  not  come  from  the 
State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 

Mr.  Abohsb,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  follow,  with 
the  resolation  which  had  been  intimated  by  liis 
friend  trom  Sooth  OaroMna,  die  feeling  annun- 
ciation which  had  been  just  addressed  to  the 
House.  That  gentleman  might  well  feed  and 
speak  more  strongly  than  any  other  member  of 
tne  House  could  do,  on  the  subject  of  this 
melancholy  event|  from  his  more  intimate  asso- 
ciation, both  by  residence  and  friendship,  with 
the  eminent  man  whose  loss  we  deplored;  and 
the  peculiarity  of  whose  charaoter  and  fortune 
it  was  to  be  esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  exact 
proportion  in  which  he  was  known.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  character,  Mr.  A.  said,  in  which  the 
qualities  which  won  esteem,  were  blended  in  the 
happiest  unison  with  those  which  commanded 
it.  He  had  no  intention  of  entering  into  any 
minute  delineation  of  his  chiuracter,  for  many 
reasons.  The  most  important  was,  that  he  felt 
he  was  oneqoal  to  the  office.  Nor  was  it  neces- 
sary, after  the  picture  which  had  been  presented 
to  OS  to-day,  to  which  if  he  attempted  to  add 
any  coloring,  he  shoold  onlv  contribute  to  de- 
face, perhaps  that  which  did  not  require  to  be 
improved.  Panegyric,  on  this  occasion,  waa 
inaeed  rendered  onnecessary  by  the  settled 
feeling  and  opinion  of  this  coontry  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Lowndes.  He  had  been,  for  a  considera- 
ble time  conspicooosly  before  the  poblic,  s  part 
of  that  time  comprehending  a  very  trying  period 
of  oor  history,  and  the  jo^ment  of  the  poblic 
had  been  awarded  in  relation  to  him.  He  was 
already  ranked  with  the  eminent  names  which 
had  passed  by  and  been  consecrated  to  national 
respect  He  was  already  ranked  as  a  man  soperlor 
in  worth  as  he  was  in  mind — as  one  of  the  porest, 
and  ablest,  and  most  faithful  of  the  statesmen 
who  might  dum  from  oor  ooontry  the  meed  of 
honor — as  combining  a  large  share  of  the  highest 
titles  to  homan  deference  and  estimation,  tuent, 
and  public  service,  and  virtue.  Mr.  A.  said  that 
the  House  would  be  deficient  in  the  discharge 
of  its  appropriate  office,  it  would  not  ;^^eot 
the  sentmients  and  the  wishes  of  the  people 
whom  it  represented,  if  it  omitted  tiie  testimony 
of  respectfbl  regret  which  was  doe  to  this 
afflicting  occasion.  The&ceof  thiBCOontiywas 
clothed  in  mourning,  and  this  countenance  ought 
to  be  reflected  in  its  proper  mirror,  the  proceed- 
ings and  language  oi  this  Hooae.  The  House 
woold  be  wanting  in  a  doe  respect  to  itself  if 
it  omitted  this  last  tribute  to  a  man  who  had 
filled  so  large  a  space  in  its  service,  and  broiudbt 
to  it  so  great  an  accession  of  reputation,  tne 
House  had,  he  knew,  no  disposition  to  withhold 
the  tribute.  Their  feeling,  on  the  subject,  was 
in  a  true  accord  with  the  feeling  of  the  country. 
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Borne  gentlemen  mi^t  suppose,  however,  that 
the  case  was  not  comprehended  bj  the  rule  of 
usage  of  the  House,  in  this  respect  If  it  were 
not  so  embraced^  Mr.  A.  had  no  hesitation  for 
himself  in  saying  this  was  a  case  in  which  he 
would  make  a  rule  for  the  occasion.  He  ac- 
knowledged himself  the  obligations  of  prece- 
dent in  no  other  place  than  a  court  of  justice; 
conceiving,  in  all  other  places,  a  higher  obedience 
to  be  due  to  the  sources  of  precedent,  the  justice 
an\3  reason  from  which  it  was  presumed  to  spring. 
But  the  case  did  fall  within  the  principle  and 
intendment  of  the  usage.  We  had  been  told, 
by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  that  Mr. 
liowndes  was  constructivelv  a  member  of  this 
House  at  the  period  of  his  laiuented  demise. 
But  for  the  near  approach  and  prospect  of  this 
event,  his  seat  would  never  have  been  vacated ; 
and  because  he  refused  to  hold  an  office  of 
which  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the  dudes, 
and  had  given,  in  his  last  public  act,  a  new  ana 
frirther  proof  of  his  lust  claims  to  our  esteem, 
was  the  testimony  of  our  respect  to  be  withheld 
from  him  which  would  otherwise  have  been  ac- 
corded ?  This  could  not,  Mr.  A.  knew,  be  the 
sentiment  of  the  House.  It  was  among  the  first 
duties  of  patriotism,  especially  in  a  free  State,  to 
accord  a  due  testimony  of  public  sensibility  to 
eminent  public  service.  It  was  the  most  xmques- 
tionable  dictate  of  policy^  in  such  a  State,  to  hold 
out  the  incitements,  at  once  so  cheap  and  so  splen- 
did, to  public  virtue,  which  were  afforded  by  the 
prospect  of  posthumous  honor  and  reputation.  A 
case  could  scarcely  occur,  calling  more  loudly 
for  action,  in  reference  to  this  duty  and  this 

S>licy,  than  that  which  was  now  presented, 
r.  Abohxb  had  no  doubt  that  the  House  duly 
appreciated  its  obligation ;  and  that  there  would 
be  an  unanimous  accord  in  rendering  the  last 
office  of  respect  which  he  was  about  to  propose, 
to  a  man  wnom  it  would  long  be  a  suoject  of 
our  pride  to  remember,  and  of  our  regret  to 
have  lost ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  life  at 
which  he  might  have  been  expected  to  render 
still  further  services  to  his  country,  and  to 
establish  a  still  larger,  though  not  more  un- 
doubted title  to  its  esteem.  He  should,  there- 
fore, move  that  this  House  do 

Mesolve,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Wm.  Lowivdes, 
late  a  membor  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one 
month. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  addressing  the 
Speaker,  said,  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to  tender  to  him 
sincere  thanks  for  having  made  it.  To  omit  this 
homage  of  national  respect,  could  in  no  wise 
impair  the  exalted  and  well-earned  fame  of  our 
lamented  friend,  but  it  would  indicate  a  want 
of  sensibility  to  the  greatest  bereavement,  in 
the  loss  of  a  citizen,  which  has  befallen  the 
Union  since  I  have  held  a  seat  in  its  councils. 
The  highest  and  best  hopes  of  this  country 
looked  to  William  Lowndbs  for  their  fulfil- 
ment   The  most  honorable  office  in  the  civilized 


world— the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  free  people^ 
would  have  been  IQustrated  by  his  virtues  and 
talents.  During  nine  years  service  in  this 
House,  it  was  my  happiness  to  he  associated  with 
him  on  many  of  its  most  important  committees. 
He  never  faOed  to  shed  new  light  upon  all  sub- 
jects to  which  he  applied  his  vigorous  and  dis- 
criminating mind.  His  industry  in  discharging 
the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  constantly  as 
signed  him  was  persevering  and  efficient. 

To  manners  the  most  unassuming — ^to  patriotp 
ism  the  most  disinterested — ^to  morals  the  most 
ptkre — ^to  attainments  of  the  first  rank  in  litera- 
ture and  science — ^he  added  the  virtues  of  deci- 
sion and  prudence  so  happily  combined,  so  har- 
moniously united,  that  we  knew  not  which 
most  to  admire,  the  firmness  with  which  he  pur- 
sued his  purpose,  or  the  gentleness  with  whidi 
he  disarmed  opposition. 

His  arguments  were  made,  not  to  eigoy  the 
triumph  of  victory,  but  to  convince  the  judgment 
of  his  hearers;  and  when  the  success  of  his 
efforts  was  most  signal,  his  humility  was  most 
conspicuous  I 

You,  Mr.  Speaker,  well  remember  his  zeal  in 
sustaimng  the  cause  of  our  country  in  the  darkest 
days  of  the  late  war.  You  cannot  have  forgot- 
ten— who  that  heard  him  can  ever  forget  the 
impresaon  of  his  eloquence  in  announcing  the 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Perry,  for  the 
victory  of  Lake  Erie  ?  Alas  I  alas  I  the  states- 
man has  joined  the  hero — ^never,  never  again 
shall  his  voice  be  heard  in  this  HalL  We  shall 
hear  him  no  more,  until  the  voice  of  the  Arch- 
angel shall  summon  the  grave  to  surrender  its 
dead. 

When  Mr.  Tatlob  sat  down — 

Mr.  Abchbb  rose  again,  and  said  that  there 
was  one  topic  of  especial  recommendation  to  the 
regard  of  this  House  possessed  by  Mr.  Lowin>E8, 
which,  through  inadvertence,  he  had  omitted, 
and  which  he  would  now,  in  reference  to  his 
own  feelings,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  aid  to 
the  resolution,  ask  permission  to  supply.  It  was 
that,  although  the  highest  allurements  had  be» 
held  out  to  him  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  A.  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  he  could  never  be  induced  to 
change  for  any  sphere  of  public  service  generally 
regarded  as  more  honorary  the  service  of  tbk 
House.  There  was  nothing,  Mr.  A.  said,  which 
could  have  separated  him  from  us  but  the  ^ve. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Aboheb's  motion ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative  nem.  can. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beid,  of  Georgia^  the  Hoose 
then  immediately  a^'oumed. 


Wednesday,  January  22. 

Testimonials  o/Eespect 

Mr.  Wbioht  rose,  and  remarked,  that  yester- 
day we  had  paid  a  just  tribute  of  inaspect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  William  Lowndes,  late 
a  member  of  this  House ;  and  he  felt  great 
pleasure,  as  it  was  a  new  case,  that  it  was  unani- 
mously adopted.    It  has  established  a  precedent 
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which  he  presamed  the  House  would  consider 
itself  bound  to  observe.  He  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimous- 
Ij  adopted : 

Betoivei,  That  this  Hooae  will  testify  its  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Thoicab  Van  SwBARixioBir  of  T^rginia, 
LuDWiG  WoBiCAK  of  PemisylTama,  and  Jaxu  Oveb- 
STBEKT  of  Sooth  Carolina,  members  of  this  House,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  ann  for  one  month. 

Satusdat,  Janoarj  25. 

A  Message  received  from  the  Pbbsidient  o7 
THB  Unitxd  States  some  days  since,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Hotue  of  JUpresentativei  qf  the  United  Statu : 

The  Convention  conduded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tenbmg,  on  the  2Ist  of  July  last,  nnde^  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Migesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Rossias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three  powers, 
parties  thereto^  and  the  ratifications  of  the  same  hav- 
ing been  dnly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are  now  com- 
municated to  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the  meas- 
ures for  canying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the 
X^egislatore,  necessaiy  for  the  accomplishment  of 
aome  of  its  provisions.  A  translation  is  subjoined  of 
the  throe  explanatory  documents  in  the  French  lan- 
goage,  referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  annexed  to  it.  The  agreement  exe- 
cuted at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  is  likewise 
rfrminiiiiiftatftdi 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAaHzzroTON,  Jan,  16, 182& 

The  said  Message  and  documents  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


Monday,  January  27. 

8yiMMi%  Thwry, 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was 
the  following,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky: 

To  the  AoMortiNe  the  SemOe  amd  ffotue  of  RepreeenUih 
tivee  m  Congrete  auernhJed: 

The  petition  of  the  subscribing  citizens  respectfully 
showeth,  that,  in  our  opinion,  bou  the  natioud  honor 
and  pubiio  interest  may  be  promoted  by  the  equi^ 
ment  of  an  enloring  party,  for  the  purpose  of  pene- 
timtiiig  the  Polar  regions,  beyond  the  lunits  at  pres- 
ent known;  witii  a  view,  not  only  of  making  new 
discoveries  in  geography,  natural  history,  geologr, 
and  ajtrODomy,  but  of  opening  new  sources  of  trade 
and  oommeroe. 

And  it  is  our  further  opinion,  that  Captain  John 
Ck/vea  Symmes,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  who 
proleflMs  to  have  origmatod  a  new  theory  of  the 
earth,  which  may  be  verified  by  a  voyage  to  the 
North,  will  be  a  suitable  person  (assisted  by  men  of 
science  and  experience)  to  be  intrusted  witii  the  con- 
duct of  such  an  expedition. 

Independentiy  of  the  truth  or  error  of  Symmes^s 
theory,  there  appear  to  be  many  extraordinary  cir- 
comatanoes,  or  phenomena,  pervading  the  Arctic  and 
Antarctic  regions,  which  strongly  inmcate  something 
beyond  the  rolar  circles  worthy  of  our  attention  and 


We,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to  pass  a  law  grant- 
ing an  exploring  on&t,  in  conformity  to  our  memo- 


rial ;   and  thereby  at  once  subserve  the  cause  of 
philosophy  and  the  earnest  wishes  of  your  constituents 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Fabbellt,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on 
the  table.  The  memorial  had  many  respectable 
signatures,  and  perhaps,  on  further  examination, 
it  might  turn  out  that  something  useM  might 
grow  out  of  the  investigation  of  it 

The  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  referring  it  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations — 

Mr.  Abchbb  suggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring it,  in  preference,  to  the  Oonunittee  on 
Oommerce,  the  object  of  the  memorialists  being 
probably  to  establish  a  commerce  with  the  in- 
terior inhabitants. 

The  question  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was  decided  in 
tJie  negative— 56  to  46, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  memorial  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mouth  (if  the  Columbia, 

'  Mr.  Flotd  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  now  lying  on  the 
table,  to  provide  for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  0HA1CBEB&  of  Ohio,  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  to  be  taken  on  this  question,  in  order 
to  determine,  by  that  test,  whether  the  House 
were  really  determined  to  act  upon  the  subject 
at  the  present  session. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Burrows,  Car- 
ter, Colden,  Conkling,  Cnthbert,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Eus- 
tis,  Fmdlay,  Floyd,  Forward,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
BS\^  Hokombe,  Hubbard,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Keyes, 
Dttle,  McJEQm,  McLane,  Mallary,  Metcalfe,  Moore  oif 
Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Newton,  Pitcher,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
R^d  of  Georgia,  Rochester,  Ross,  Ruggl^  Rossell, 
Saunders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  A. 
Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Vance, 
Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White, 
Williamson,  Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  WrightH-61. 

Nats.— Messrs^  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Barstow,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge^  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Camp* 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cocke, 
Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushmao,  Dane,  Dai^ 
lington,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Dwight,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  FaireUy, 
Forrest,  Qametf;  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Harris,  Harrey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Hook% 
Tngliatn^  Jennings,  J.  S.  J<rfuiston,  Kent,  Lathrop^ 
Leftwieh,  LinocSn,  Litchfield,  McCarty,  McCoy, 
McNeUl,  McSheny,  Matson,  Matto<^,  Meroer,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Montgomery,  Murray,  Neale^ 
Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Patterson  of  New  York, 
Patterson  of  Pennsyhania,  Phillips,  Pierson,  Plumor 
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of  PennsylraiiiA,  Rankin,  Baed  of  Msiylsnd,  Rliea, 
Rich,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Riua,  Semant,  Sloane,  W. 
SmiUi,  Sterling  of  Connecticiit,  SterUng  of  New  York, 
J.  StepheoBon,  Stewart^  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tacker  of  South  Carolina, 
Udree,  Upham,  Tan  Rennelaor,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wflliama  of  Noith  CSarolina,  WilaoD,  and 
Wood— 100. 

So  the  HoQse  refhsed  to  take  np  the  bUL 

TuBBDAT,  January  28. 

Indian  Beiervatunu. 

Mr.  Bankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  deliyered  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands»  to  idiom  were 
xefened  the  petitions  of  William  Wilson,  Andrew 
Lacy,  Amos  Robertson,  Conelesky,  John  McNaiy, 
and  Joseph  Elliot,  formerly  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indimns,  bat  now  within  the  State  of  Alabama, 
praying  that  certain  reservations  of  land,  made  by 
treaty  to  them  for  life,  and  in  fee  simple  to  their 
heirs,  be  Tested  in  the  present  possessors^  in  fee  sim- 
ple, report:  Heretofore  hnmanity  has  in  Tain  ex- 
tended her  hand  to  rescue  from  annihilation  whole 
natioos,  aborigines  of  this  conntiy.  As  we  have 
increased,  they  haTe  diminished ;  and,  while  they 
haTe  disregarded  or  aToided  onr  arts  of  ciTilization, 
Ibey  haye  seised  onr  Tioes  with  avidity,  by  which 
they  haTe  wasted  away,  nntO  the  ywy  names  of  na- 
tions, once  powerful,  are  now  scarcely  recollected 
or  known.  While  thus  gradually  disaroearing,  they 
hare,  at  all  times,  since  we  discovery  of  this  oountiy, 
been  abundantly  supplied  with  missionaries,  lealons 
in  tibe  work  of  humanity  and  religion,  who  baTe  con- 
stantly presented  the  most  flatteiui^  pictures  of  their 
success  in  civiliziDg  and  christianizmg  them.  A  sin- 
gle question,  the  answer  to  which  CTery  one  is  pre- 
pared to  make,  presents  a  most  melancholy  oom- 
mentaxy  on  these  reports  of  success.  Where  haTe 
been,  where  are  these  suljectfl^  trophies  of  your  tIo- 
tocies  over  ignorance,  cruelty,  superstition,  and  bar- 
barism ?  Experience  has  lon^  smoe  prodaimed,  in 
language  too  strong  to  be  disregarded,  the  almost 
total  inefficiency  of  the  measures  heretofore  adopted, 
for  the  civilisatt<m  of  Indians,  and  most  strongly  in- 
dicated the  necessity  of  adopting  a  different  policy. 
Reason  unites  with  experience  on  tlus  sulject.  If 
the  wilderness  converts  to  savages  our  own  people. 
In  defiance  of  early  habits,  and  their  having  been 
reared  and  educated  in  the  bosom  of  dTilized  society, 
can  we  expect,  in  such  a  place,  to  change  the  man, 
by  nature,  education,  and  habit,  a  savage  ?  Mere  oc- 
cupancy, without  the  power  of  dinKwing  of  it,  is  too 
slender  a  hold  on  property  to  render  its  acquisition 
desirable.  Custom,  the  establidied  common  law  of 
some  Indian  nations,  depriTOS  the  parent  of  the  power 
of  transmitting  to  his  own  offspring,  when  he  is  torn 
from  them  bT  death,  any  property,  real  or  persooal, 
he  owned  while  livins.  Such  things  necessarily  par- 
alyse the  arm  of  inmistry.  The  example  one  indi- 
vidual presents  to  anotiber  in  society,  and  an  honor- 
able competition  in  the  aocumuladob  of  property,  is 
also  a  powerful  stimulus  to  industry.  This  stimulus 
can  never  be  felt  in  the  bosom  of  the  savage,  who 
has  no  example  of  industry  to  imitate,  no  competition 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  no  paternal  feelings  to 
gratify,  in  providing  a  competency  for  his  children ; 
but  whose  habitetion  is  the  wilderness,  and  his  farm 
the  ohase.    The  only  instances  among  Indians  of  a 


desire  to  accumulate  property,  and  to  prugmaa  in 
dvilisation,  are  found  connected  with  ideas  of  sepa- 
rate property,  recttved  from  our  people,  who  have 
settied  among  them,  and  formed  matciinonial  ooo- 
nections  with  them.  The  oommisnoners  who  ibcmed 
the  treaties  by  which  these  reservations  were  made, 
appeared  to  have  viewed  the  impossibility  of  eiTilisqg 
Indians,  while  permitted  to  roam  throv^  an  exten- 
sive  wilderness,  without  any  of  the  uiduoemezite  to 
industry,  which  spring  from  separate  property,  m»  de- 
monstrated by  experience ;  and  intending  to  atimn- 
late  them  to  industry,  by  the  example  of  oar  own 
citizens,  and  the  security  of  their  [itoperty ;  to  teadi 
them  the  arte  of  civilisation,  and  preserve  tiiem  from 
that  destruction  which  has  attended  other  natiom^ 
made  these  reservations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian. 
To  those  attached  to  Us  manner  of  living,  and  to  the 
Indian  hiiwAlf^  the  oondition  that  he  shall  forfeit  his 
land  if  he  abandons  it,  is  disagreeable;  but  tiie  m- 
oonvenienoe  will  be  much  less  to  their  chikhen,  edu- 
cated with  diffinent  habits,  than  to  the  original  pos- 
sessor. But,  if  permitted  to  alien  these  eatatea,  is  it 
not  highly  probable  that  both  would  return  and  sink 
into  the  savage  state?  Tour  oommittoe  are  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  until  it  is  at  least  tested  by  experience, 
that  this  new  course  of  poliey,  adopted  by  tibe  oonunis- 
sioners  making  these  reservations,  is  founded  in  ernir ; 
but,  on  the  oontraiy,  we  believe  that  a  eorrespoudeiit 
policy,  adopted  by  the  Stetes  interested,  would  lead 
to  an  early  extinguishment  of  the  community  of  In- 
dian titie,  and  more  effoctoally  lead  to  their  civiliza- 
tion, than  any  measures  which  could  be  adopted. 
Nor  are  we  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  say  that  it  is 
within  the  soopeof  the  powers  of  Congress,  toenlaige 
the  life  estote  of  the  present  possessor,  so  as  to  defeat 
the  fee  simple  rwht  already  vested  in  the  heir^ 

From  a  careful  examination  of  this  soljeet^  the 
committee  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Haass 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutioQ : 

BeMolved,  That  the  ^titioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  several  petitions  and  accompanying  doeo- 
mente. 

The  report  lies  on  the  table. 

The  Oa90  qf  Judge  TaiL 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Lonisiftna,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Jndiciary,  to  wbioh  was  referred 
the  letter  and  aooompanying  docnmento  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  oontaining  charges  agunst  the  oflSdal 
conduct  of  Jndge  Tait,  a  district  jndge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  made 
a  report  exonerating  the  said  Jndge ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  r»- 
fened  tiie  letter  and  documents  of  Edwin  Lewxi^ 
containing  charges  against  the  official  conduct  of 
Jud^  Tut,  a  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama,  have  had  the  same  under  ooih 
sideration,  and  report : 

That,  as  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to  inqnirs,  tiiey 
find  no  irregular  or  illegal  proceedings^  and  that  they 
do  not  form  any  ground  of  accusation  before  this  House. 

The  t?ro  first  and  principal  charges  upon  whicit  ths 
petitioner  relies  in  sustaining  his  application,  con- 
sist in: 

IsL  ?M'"f*Bg  to  permit  Edwin  Lewis  to  practise  in 
his  court  as  an  attoniey  9X  law. 
2d.  In  using  <Ti«^tfi>g  language  and  geitare^  oa 


DEBATES  OF  0ONGBE8S. 


438 


Jaotabt,  1838w] 


Tke  Beamnar^kda  Clainh 


[H.  or  R. 


the  bench,  towards  said  Lewii^  on  his  offining  to 
qnalify. 

It  appean  Uiat  the  petitioiier  did  not  present  him- 
•elf  before  the  court  in  the  nsoal  fonn,  with  the  eri- 
denoe  of  his  qnalifioation,  and  the  testimonials  of  his 
oharaoter — ^bnt  nnoeremonionslj  ofifored  himself  to 
the  Clerk,  who  was  in  the  act  of  administering  the 
oath  without  any  anthorization,  or  eyen  notification 
to  the  Judge.  This  de^krtore  from  ordinary  usage, 
and  this  want  of  req>ectful  attention,  was  construed, 
perhaps,  into  an  act  of  rudeness^  and  might  haTe  been 
repressed  with  language  deemed  oflfensive.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  second  charge,  it  does  not  appear 
bj  the  petition  what  language  was  used,  or  gestures 
employed ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  the  £st ;  and 
there  is,  moreover,  the  nentiTe  to  be  inferred  Irom 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk,  m  his  silence  on  this  point. 
It  appean  that  the  Judge  refosed  to  allow  him  to 
qualify,  stating  "  that  he  had  that  within  his  own 
breast,  which  would  exclude  him ;''  and  this  consti- 
tutes the  iigury  of  which  he  complains. 

Tour  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

Buolvedf  That  Edwin  Lewis  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  letter  and  documents. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Beaiumarchait  Oknrn. 

Mr.  Andbbw  Steyeksok,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  the  heir  and 
representative  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  rel- 
Ative  to  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Angostin  Oaron  de 
Beanmarcbais.  Mr.  S.  made  the  nsual  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Sfbaxxb  snggested  that  the  making  it 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  was  a  mere 
nominal  asngnment  of  its  place  in  the  order  of 
business — ^there  being  at  least  a  hundred  and 
Mj  cases  on  the  docket  which  wonld  have  pref- 
erence over  it. 

Mr.  A.  Bmtth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer 
Uie  bill  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  tibe 
state  of  the  Union.  It  was  proper,  he  said,  that 
questions  of  national  concern  should  take  that 
oonrse.  This  subject  was  of  that  nature,  and 
more  especially  so,  since  the  Government  of 
France  had  ui^^  it  on  the  attention  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sxtth's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  heirs  of  Pieire  Augustin  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chais  report: 

That  this  claim  has  been  so  finequently  xmder  the 
cofBaideration  of  Congress,  and  so  long  the  subject 
of  general  interest  and  inquiry,  that  ue  oommittee 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
an  the  facts  and  drcnmstances  conneoted  with  it; 
more  especially,  as  there  have  been  several  reports 
heretofore  made  by  committees  of  this  House,  to 
irbom  the  subject  was  referred,  to  which  your  oom- 


mittee now  b^  leave  torefbr,  and  respectfully  request 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  forming  a  part 
of  the  present  report.  These  detailed  reports,  widi 
the  documents  wMch  accompany  them,  it  is  believed, 
present  such  a  view  of  the  case  as  will  enable  the 
Uouse  to  judge  fairly  of  its  merits ;  the  committee 
will,  therefore,  content  themselves  with  presenting  the 
general  result  of  their  investigation,  rather  than  the 
reasoning  and  argoments  by  which  that  result  has 
been  obtained. 

The  present  application,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Euge- 
nia Beaumarchais  Delarue  (the  daughter  of  die  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais),  is  for  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  livres  (equal  to  |185,185  18),  beades  mter- 
est,  which  is  alleged  has  been  improperly  deducted 
from  the  account  of  her  father  against  the  United 
States,  in  the  final  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  in  the 
year  1805.  This  settlement  is  admitted  to  be  con- 
clusive between  the  representative  of  Beaumarchais 
and  this  Crovemment,  except  as  to  this  million  of 
livres,  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  a  credit 
against  the  admitted  balance  of  BeaumarchaiB*  ac- 
count. The  right  to  discount  this  million  is  main- 
tained, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  one  of  the  three  millions  of  livree 
admitted  (on  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  25th 
of  February,  1788,  between  the  Count  Veigennes 
and  Doctor  FranUin)  to  have  been  nratutously 
given,  before  the  treaty-  of  1778,  by  the  King  of 
France  to  the  American  Government,  as  aid  and  sub- 
sidy;  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  day  of  June,  1776,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  aooount 
for  its  application  to  the  American  Government,  or 
stand  duugeable  with  its  amount. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  two  questions 
only  arise  in  this  case  wluch  are  necessary  at  this 
time  to  be  considered  and  decided;  the  first  is, 
whether  the  one  millioii  of  livres  admitted  to  have 
been  received  by  Beaumarchais  in  June,  1776,  was 
one  of  the  three  millions  given  by  France  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  mentioned  in  the  contract  of  1788 ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, if  so,  whether  it  was  received  by  Beaumar- 
chais, as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  used  by 
him  in  procuring  the  arms  and  supplies  furnished  to 
the  United  States,  and  charged  in  his  account  against 
them. 

As  the  amount  of  Beaumarohais'  account  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  just,  by  the  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
in  1805,  this  Govenmient  must  sustain,  by  proof, 
both  the  foregoing  propositions,  before  it  can  rf^t* 
fblly  dlsooant  this  million ;  and  if  they  fiul  in  mak- 
ing good  the  discount,  it  foUows  that  the  million  is 
stm  due  to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais,  and  ou^^t  to 
be  paid. 

The  first  point  is  very  cleaiiy  made  out,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee.  They  are  satisfied  that 
the  million  of  livres  paid  to  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1776,  was  one  of  the  three  milUons 
mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  contract  of  1788, 
and  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  itom  the 
Bang  of  France,  to  be  used  in  some  secret  service 
conneoted  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  oootest  with  Great 
Britaia 

The  testimony  and  circumstances  in  the  case  es- 
tablish conclunvely  these  facts;  but,  upon  the  second 
point,  it  is  equally  clear  to  your  ocMnmittee  that  the 
evidence  does  not  warrant  the  opinion  that  it  was 
used  by  Beaumarchais,  under  any  obligation  of  ao- 
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connting  for  it  to  ns,  or  for  tho  purpose  of  procnrinff 
the  arms  and  sapplies  famished  by  him  to  the  Unitea 
States,  and  chax^d  in  his  account ;  on  the  contraiyi 
they  are  satisfied  that  this  million  was  paid  by  the 
French  Monarph  to  Beanmarchais,  as  his  confiden- 
tial agent,  for  some  secret  political  purpose,  connect- 
ed, no  doubt,  with  the  American  cause,  and  intended 
to  be  applied  secretly,  and  in  such  manner  aa  he 
should  direct ;  that  tiiis  was  accordingly  done,  and 
in  a  short  period  of  time  after  its  receipt. 

That  this  million  was  not  received  by  Beaumar- 
chais,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  but  as  the 
secret  confidential  agent  of  the  French  (Jovemment, 
your  committee  cannot  doubt ;  that  he  was  reaponsi- 
ble  only  to  his  own  Government,  and  not  accountable 
to  ours,  they  have  as  little  doubt ;  nor  can  they  see 
with  what  propriety  or  justice  this  act  of  confidenoe, 
on  the  part  of  Louis  XYI,  can  or  ought  to  be  seixed 
on  by  this  Government,  and  made  an  act  of  ruin 
towards  this  generous  and  distinguished  foreigner,  or 
hiB  orphan  daughter. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  entitled  to  ofbet  this 
million ;  that  the  evidence,  both  upon  legal  and 
equitable  principles,  not  only  falls  short  in  sustain- 
ing this  right,  but  it  is  wholly  insufficient  to  raise 
even  a  well-founded  presumption  that  it  was  used  by 
Beaumarchais  in  any  way  to  authorize  this  (Govern- 
ment to  debit  him  with  the  amount,  or  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  its  application. 

This  opinion  of  your  committee  has  not  been  has- 
tily formed ;  the  interesting  and  important  character 
of  the  claim,  originating  in  transactions  immediately 
connected  with  our  Revolutionary  straggle  and  inde- 
pendence, and  attended  with  such  peculiar  circum- 
stances, induced  your  committee  to  give  it  a  patient 
and  thorough  investigation ;  and  they  feel  all  that 
confidence  in  the  result  of  their  labors  which  the 
most  diligent  examination  and  impartial  considera- 
tion can  give. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  one  million  of  livres,  with 
interest,  to  the  daughter  of  Beaumarchais,  and  for 
that  purpose  they  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


WEDiinBDAY,  January  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Soath  Caro- 
lina, Joel  R.  Poinbbtt,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 
Progress  of  the  Oommisiioners  in  running  the 

Boundary  Line  hetuieen  the    United  States 

and  Great  Britain,  under  the  Ghent  JVeaty. 

Mr.  BuGGLBs  submitted  the  following  resolQ- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  under  the  rule: 

Readved,  That  the  President  q£  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion, not  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress,  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  ascertaining  and  estab- 
lishing the  boundaiy  line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  Provinces,  described  in  the  said  arti- 
cles ;  and  whether  any  map  of  said  boundaiy  has 
been  made  and  returned  by  the  commisaoners ; 
whether  they  have  had  any  meetmgs  within  the  last 
year ;  and  how  much  and  what  part  of  said  line,  has 


been  settied  and  established,  or  surveyed  anee  tlit 
first  day  of  January,  1822 ;  and  within  what  lime 
tiie  duties  of  the  said'commiBBions  may  pirobably  be 
completed: 

And  that  the  President  be  further  requested  to  in- 
form this  House,  whether  any,  and  what,  meaaons 
have  been  taken  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  S^  February,  1819,  for 
fixing  the  boundary  line  described  in  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  last-mentioned  treaty ;  and  whether  any 
part  of  the  said  line  has  been  fixed  and 
nated. 


TuKSDAT,  February  4. 

Lawless  Expeditions  against  Pov>ers  at  Peacs 
with  the  United  States, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidsst 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  n<nm  of  Representativei  of  the  United  Siaiet: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House 
such  information  as  he  might  possess,  with  regard  to 
any  expedition  prepared  in  the  United  Stat^  and 
having  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  year  1822^ 
against  the  territoiy  or  dependency  of  any  power  in 
amity  with  the  United  States;  and  to  inform  the 
House  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken  to 
bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who  have  been 
concerned  in  such  e3q>edition,  contrary  to  the  laws, — 
I  transmit  to  the  House  reports  from  the  Secretariee 
of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  documents 
mentioned  in  each.  Those  documents  contain  all 
the  information  in  poseession  of  the  Executive  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

That  a  force  of  a  very  limited  extent  has  been 
equipped  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  sailed 
from  thence,  for  the  purpose  described  in  the  reaoln 
tion,  is  manifest,  from  the  documents  now  oommuni 
cated.  The  report  from  the  collectors  of  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  will  show  in  what  manner  tins 
equipment  esci^>ed  their  notice. 

The  first  information  of  this  equipment  was  re- 
ceived from  St.  Bartholomews,  the  place  of  its  ren- 
dezvou&  This  was  confirmed  afterwards  from  Cnra- 
90a,  with  an  account  of  its  fiulure.  Should  any  <£ 
those  persons  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  care  will  be  taken  that  the  laws  iqn 
plicable  to  such  offences  are  duly  enforced  against 
them.  Whether  any  aid  was  afforded  by  others^  to 
the  parties  engaged  in  this  unlawful  and  contempti- 
ble adventure,  in  the  porta  in  which  it  was  plmned, 
inconaistent  with  ordinary  commercial  tranaactiooSi 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  StatcSi  will 
be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  on  whose  ad- 
vice any  measures  in  regard  to  them  will  depend. 

JAMES  MONKOE. 

Febbcart  4, 1828. 

The  Message  and  doomnents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Coins  and  Mint. 

Mr.  RooHBSTBB,  from  the  committee  ^ 
pointed  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  who  were  by  a 
resolution  adopted  on  the  23d  ultimo  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prolonging 
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the  oontiniiAiioe  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
and  whether  any  amendments  in  the  laws  reg^ 
ulating  the  ooins  of  the  United  States^  be  ne- 
oesBary ;  and  also  whether  it  woold  he  expedi- 
ent to  make  certain  foreig:n  gold  coins  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States, — ^made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  an  the  16th  day  of  October,  1786,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mint, 
agreeably  to  resolntions  of  the  8th  August  preced- 
ing, founded  on  a  report  fix>m  the  then  Board  of 


Tha^  on  the  2d  of  April,  1792,  the  first  act  passed 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the 
Seat  ra  Goremment  for  the  time  being.  This  act 
defined  the  national  standard,  and  designated  the  de- 
scription and  denominations  of  the  yarious  American 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  ooin& 

No  alteration  has  been  since  made  by  law  in  the 
standard,  relative  value,  or  weight,  of  the  respective 
coins,  except  in  those  of  copper,  which,  by  an  act  of 
14th  January,  1793,  underwent  a  small  diminution 
of  weighty  and  were,  subsequently,  by  an  act  of  27th 
December,  1796,  on  account  of  ^e  increased  price 
of  copper,  reduced  to  their  present  weight,  viz., 
seven  pennyweights  for  cents,  and  for  hidf  cents  in 
proportion.  On  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  Washington,  by  an  act  concerning  the  Mint, 
of  8d  March,  1801,  the  Mint  was  continued  at  Phila- 
delphia until  4th  March,  1808,  and  has  been  contin- 
ued there  since,  by  several  successive  acts  dT  Con- 
gress, the  last  of  which,  approved  14Ui  January, 
1818,  wOl  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  urge  the  propriety  of 
continuing  the  Mint.  All  well  regulated  commerdal 
countries  maintain  establishments  for  ^e  making  of 
national  coloage.  Ours  has  the  sanction  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  so  long  ago  as  the  21st  February, 
1782,  predicated  upon  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Uie 
States.  It  is  at  present  in  a  highly  improved 
state,  and  fully  adequate  to  all  its  appropriate  pur^ 


The  power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  its 
value,  iMing  vested  by  the  constitution  in  Congress 
«zcliisively,  the  States  might  reasonably  oomplain, 
were  the  exercise  of  a  power  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  regular  operations  of  business  and  trade, 
and,  in  some  degree,  involving  our  national  charac- 
ter, to  be  neglected. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the 
silver  coined  at  the  Mint  amounted  to  $12,611,199, 
and  the  gold  coinage  to  $7,709,847.  The  committee 
cannot  pretend  to  any  precision  in  estimating  the 
probable  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coins  now  in  the 
United  States;  some  of  our  statistical  writers  put  it 
at  sixteen  mOlion^beuig  one  and  a  half  million  less 
than  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  country  in  1804,  ao- 
oofdlng  to  Blodget's  Manual.  It  is  thought,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  underratinff  the  present  aggregate 
•moimt,  by  statins  it  (incluSng  foreign  gold  ud  sil- 
Ter)  St  less  than  has  been  coined  of  those  metals  at 

IT  Mint^ 

With  respect  to  the  copper  coinage  it  may  be  ne- 
to  state,  that,  since  the  year  1795,  copper,  in 


the  form  of  planchets,  ready  for  coinage,  has  been 
procured  on  contract  from  England ;  that  the  supply 
now  on  hand,  uncoined,  wiU  probably  give  employ- 
ment to  the  Mint  for  the  remainder  of  £e  year  1828, 
on  this  description  of  coinage,  and  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  about  $14,000 ;  the  total  amount  of  copper 
coinage  at  this  time  is  $446,400 ;  it  is  the  onl^^ 
branch  of  coinage  which  has  afibrded  any  profit  to 
the  Government ;  this  profit  has  varied  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  prioe  of  copper  in  England, 
and  the  rate  of  exchange,  but  may  fairly  be  set 
down  at  about  twenty  per  cent  Should  the  nunes  in 
the  regions  of  Lake  Superior,  spoken  of  in  the  intel- 
ligent oommunication  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
by  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  Indian  agent  at  the  Sant  of  St 
llarie,  and  submitted  to  Congress  in  December  last, 
prove  as  valuable  as  the  agent  represents  them,  there 
is  littie  doubt  but  that.  In  the  event  of  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  titie  thereto,  and  of  the 
erection  of  a  refining  establishment  on  an  efficient 
baslB,  taken  in  conneetion  with  the  increasing  facili- 
ties for  transportation,  by  water,  from  that  region  to 
the  seaboard,  they  will  ftimish  a  superabundant  sup- 
ply of  copper  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Mint,  as  well 
as  for  every  other  necessary  one,  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  that  at  which  the  same  metal  may  be 
brought  from  Fngl<|Ti^, 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  circumstanee, 
growing  out  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint,  or  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  which  de- 
notes any  abuse,  or  demands  a  suspension  of  its  oper- 
ations. Its  location  is,  perhaps,  on  all  accounts,  as 
favorable  as  any  other  which  might  be  dengnated,  and 
for  some  reasons  obviously  more  so^  to  wit :  economy 
in  the  public  expense.  The  whole  establishment,  in- 
cluding buildings,  lots,  and  machinery,  has,  alto- 
gether, cost  about  $86,000,  and,  if  exposed  to  sale, 
would  probably  fidl  far  short  of  the  expense  that 
would  be  necessaxy  for  the  purchase  of  another  suit- 
able site,  and  for  the  erection  and  frimishing  of  a 
National  Mint  at  the  Seat  of  Government 

Again,  most  of  the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver  have 
been,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be,  made  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  those  that  are  not 
made  by  that  bank  are  generally  transfened  to  it  in 
Mint  certificates.  This  fact  would  seem  to  indicate 
the  propriety,  if  not  necessity,  of  keqiing  those  two 
institutions  near  each  other. 

Under  the  laws  regulating  the  operatioos  of  the 
Mint,  no  seignorage  can  be  charged  on  the  coinage 
of  gold  or  silver.  On  copper,  which,  as  before  men- 
tioned, is  ooined  on  account  of  Government,  the 
profit,  during  the  last  ^-7^  years,  has  exceeded 
$80,000. 

For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  lazge  deposits  were 
made  through  it  in  European  coins;  uid,  of  late 
years,  the  deposits  of  sUver,  from  Mexico  and  the 
Republics  of  South  America,  have  been  very  consider- 
able, generally  through  the  same  medium.  While 
the  mints  of  those  countries  are  in  a  great  measure 
inoperative,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  bullion 
from  the  mines  may  increase  our  deposits;  yet, 
when  their  mints  renew  their  operatioi|s,  (as  doubtiess 
they  will  before  lonff,)  the  importation  of  their  ooins 
and  bullion  must  wholly  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
our  commerce  with  them.  The  importation  of  gold 
from  thence,  which  has  found  its  way  to  the  Mint, 
has  never  been  very  considerable ;  that  of  their  ul- 
ver,  during  the  last  five  years,  amounts  to  $1,476,680^ 
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whi]«  thftt  from  aU  otiierplaoeB  amonnts  to  $2,869,- 
024. 

The  oommittee  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ihe 
farther  oontmnaaoe  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia;  to 
whioh  bill  they  have  added  a  eectioo,  providing  an 
amendment  in  the  existing  lawsy  which  allow  no  de- 
duction for  the  refining  of  nlver,  unlem  when  below 
onr  standard,  nor  any  oompensation  for  tiie  expense 
of  alloy  in  rednoing  to  the  l^gal  standard  sndi  al- 
ver  deponts  aa  are  of  a  qnality  superior  to  the 
standard. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  a  oommnnication  of 
the  80th  nltimo,  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  oom- 
mittee, states,  that  "it  haa  been  ascertained,  fWnn 
many  years*  experience,  that  the  wastage  on  ooining 
is  aboQt  one  grain  per  oanoe-—and  this  u  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  chief  coiner.  That  on  melting  and 
refining  would  probaUy  be  as  much ;  bat  a  redaction 
is  made  from  this  of  aU  the  charges  for  refining  gold 
and  silver  below  oar  standard,  which  is  aocoanted 
for  to  the  Treasazy  of  the  United  States.  Nothing 
is  retained,  except  for  refining  the  gold  and  silver 
below  oar  standard ;  and  that,  as  above,  is  deducted 
from  the  allowanoe  of  wastage.  This,  daring  the 
last  &vt  years,  amounted  to  $2,147.* 

Weit&m  Armory  proposed. 

Mr.  Bbbokknbidob,  of  Kentucky,  sabmitted 
for  consideration  the  following  resolution : 

Se$olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Afbfri 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  a  National 
Armory  on  the  Western  waters. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Bbkoxhtbidgb  said,  he  had  offered  this 
resolution,  without  intending  the  smallest  im- 
putation on  the  Military  Oommittee;  and  he 
thought  he  was  Justified  by  circumstances^  in 
pressing  it  on  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
ouch  a  resolution  had  been  offered  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Oommittee ;  but  that  committee  was  so  divided 
in  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  they  could  not 
agree  upon  a  report,  and  the  subject  was  not 
finally  acted  upon,  in  any  way,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. At  the  present  session,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
had  himself  presented  a  similar  resolution,  and 
be  understood  that  the  Military  Oommittee  was 
now  divided  in  opinion  upon  the  subject,  as 
they  bad  been  at  the  last  session ;  and,  although 
a  minority  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  the 
oljeot,  a  majority  could  not  agree  on  the  par- 
ticular mode  by  which  the  o^eot  shall  be  ac- 
complished. Mr.  B.,  thwefore,  had  thought  it 
proper  to  present  the  question  tiius  directly  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  That  the 
measure  was  important  and  of  peculiar  interest 
to  the  Western  country,  could  not,  Mr.  B.  said, 
be  denied.  How,  he  adced,  do  the  facts  stand? 
We  find,  by  a  report  laid  before  the  House  at 
this  session,  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
proportion  of  arms  whioh  ought  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Western  country  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment According  to  that  report,  supposing 
that  the  nine  Western  States  and  Territories 
contain  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
country,  there  is  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  three 
thousand  stand  of  arms  in  the  yearly  quantity 


furnished  to  the  Western  country.    He  believed, 
he  said,  that  there  is  too  high  a  sense  of  justice 
in  OongresB  to  suffer  them  for  a  moment  to  re- 
fose  that  portion  of  the  benefits  of  their  le^ala- 
tion  to  the  Western  country,  whioh  it  is  by  its 
population  and  circumstances  entitled  to.    The 
militia  of  the  Western  country  are  as  sulgect  ai 
any  other,  in  time  of  war,  to  calls  upon  them  fior 
actual  service ;  and  in  what  situation  were  a  por- 
tion of  that  mUitia,  when  called  to  the  field  anr- 
ing  the  last  war  ?   They  were  found  destitute  of 
arms;   the  Government  was  unable  to  snmjly 
them ;  they  were  marched,  however,  to  the  field 
of  battle,  and  whilst  in  the  field  were  slaughter- 
ed without  arms  in  their  luoids  wherewith  to 
defend  themselves.    We  all  recollect  the  aoenes 
which  occurred  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  hundreds  of  your  citizens  were  mardied 
to  meet  the  enemv,  not  even  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  but  to  be  slaughtered  witiiout  the  power 
of  renstance.    It  is  the  duty  of  every  nation, 
said  Mr.  BssoEnnaDos,  in  time  of  peace  to  pre- 
pare for  war.    As  one  of  the  means  of  discharge 
iDg  this  duty,  you  are  manufacturing  arms.  On 
this  side  of  the  mountains,  you  have  two  exten- 
sive manufactories  of  arms ;  and  you  have  also 
a  Military  Academy.    These  establishmenta,  he 
said,  were  proper  and  valuable  to  prepare  ns  in 
some  degree  for  the  awfbl  period  of  war.    But 
will  you  not  arm  all  your  citizens  alike?     Win 
you  not  arm  the  West  as  well  as  the  East,  and 
expend  some  portion  of  your  money  theire  aa 
well  as  here  I    Millions  on  millions  are  expend- 
ed on  public  establishments  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains,  and  nothing  on  the  other.    We  aak 
you  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  navies,  fortificaUona^ 
lighthouses,  dec,  but  nmply  for  arms  for  the 
militia  of  the  West  ^  That  portion  of  our  militia 
behaved,  during  the  late  war,  at  least  as  well  as 
those  of  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States^ 
and  their  claims,  and  the  claims  of  the  Weetecn 
country,  in  regard  to  the  matter  now  before  the 
House,  were  entitied  to  be  heard,  and  ought  to 
be  heard.    According  to  the  statements  before 
the  House,  the  quantity  of  arms  annually  mads 
for  the  United  States  was  about  88,000,  via: 
24,000  by  the  public  armories,  and  14,000  by 
contracts,  made  under  the  act  of  1808  for  arm- 
ing the  whole  body  of  the  militaa  of  the  United 
States.    It  was  well  known  that  the  arms  made 
at  the  public  factories  are  better  than  any  that 
are  made  at  the  private  establishments ;  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  across  the  mountaiDs^ 
too,  was  as  much  as  one-fourteenth  of  the  value 
of  we  arms,  both  which  conraderations  strongly 
recommended  the  establishment  of  an  armory  on 
the  Western  waters  by  the  Government   Shall 
we,  said  he,  again  place  oursek^es  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  were  placed  during  ti^e  late 
war?    At  that  tune^  arms  were  sent  bv  the 
Government  from  this  quarter  to  New  Orleans. 
And  when  did  they  arrive  there  ?    After  the 
war  was  at  an  end;  after  the  enemy  had  beea 
expelled.     The  vessel  carrying  the  arms  was 
three  months  in  getting  from  Pittsburg  to  New 
Orleans.    With  regard  to  the  oonsideration  of 
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expense,  he  xyresamed  this  proposition  would 
meet  with  no  objection  on  that  score.  Materials, 
labor,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  cheaper  on 
the  other  side  the  monntains  than  they  are  on 
this  side,  and  more  abundant.  We  have  pro- 
ject upon  project  on  foot  for  the  employment 
of  the  three  millions  of  dollars  which  are  under- 
stood to  be  now  in  the  Treasury.  No  better 
objects  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose  than 
those  which  justice  imposes  upon  us.  One  of 
these  is  to  equalize  the  distribution  of  arms  so 
as  that  the  West  diould  receive  its  due  projpor- 
tion,  instead  of  much  leas  than  its  due  proportion, 
which,  from  the  documents  before  the  House, 
it  appeared  now  to  receive.  In  order  that  an 
end  may  be  put  to  this  inequality,  in  the  most 
efficient  and  convenient  and  least  expensive  man- 
ner, he  proposed  this  resolution,  wmch  he  hoped 
would  be  agreed  to. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  resolution,  Kr. 
ToD  asked  if  the  hour  allotted  by  rule  to  the  re- 
ception of  original  propositions  hiad  not  expired  ? 
Being  answered  by  the  Speaker  that  it  had,  Mr. 
ToD  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
£ictares. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  motion,  thus  post- 
poning until  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  Mr. 
BBBCoKXNBiDca's  motiou. 


Wkdnbbdat,  February  5. 

Fbreign  CMns. 

Mr.  RooHBSTKB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  who  were  instructed 
cm  the  same  day  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fhrther  term,  the 
ourrency  of  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
Phuice,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  tiie  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France  and  five-franc  pieces,"  passed  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  1816.  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
lates to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five-franc 
pieces ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  €k>mmittee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  further  to  prolong 
the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 
The  report  Lb  as  follows : 

Tbftt,  by  the  sot  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  these 
eoins  wexe  declared  to  be  a  tender  for  the  term  of 
three  years;  the  crowns,  at  the  rate  of  117.6  cents 
psr  os.t  *^  the  francs  at  the  rate  of  116  cents  per 
OS.  The  former  had  been  made  a  tender  hy  two 
aarlier  acts,  which  had  been  allowed  to  expire.  For- 
eign gold  coins  ceased  to  be  a  tender  on  the  Ist  No- 
vember, 1819;  and,  on  the  8d  March,  1819,  the  act 
of  the  29th  April,  1816,  was  continued  in  force,  so 
&r  aa  related  to  crowns  and  francs,  nntQ  the  29th 
April,  1821.  On  the  8d  Bfarch,  1821,  it  was  farther 
ooationed  in  force,  to  tiie  same  extent,  nntil  the  29th 
April  next.  From  aksays  lately  made  at  the  Mint, 
Hie  vafaie  of  these  coins,  per  onnoe,  has  been  ascer- 


tained to  be  greater  than  that  of  Spamah  mflled  dol- 
lars and  of  American  silver  coins. 

It  IS  belieredthe  acts  above  refened  to  were  passed 
with  little  or  no  oppoeition,  and  that  no  complaints 
have  been  made  respectmg  their  practical  efieots; 
and  when  we  take  into  view  the  increasing  difficnlty 
of  fnlfilling  engagements  by  specie  payments,  which 
is  the  ineritabie  consequence  of  the  acknowledged 
diminution  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  metulio 
medium  during  the  current  year,  the  expediency  of 
continuing  crowns  and  five-fhtno  pieces  a  tender,  for 
a  further  teim^  forces  itself  upon  the  minds  of  your 
committee  more  strongly  than  at  any  former  period. 

It  is  believed  that  the  gold  coinB,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  have  been  almost  wholly  exported.  They 
have  certainly  been  withdrawn  from  drcnlation  to 
such  an  extent  that  some  Tery  intelligent  writers 
haye  asserted,  with  every  probalulity  of  being  correct, 
that  there  is  not  now  in  the  United  States  one  gold 
coin  for  every  thirty  that  were  in  the  country  five 
▼ears  ago.  Without  inquiring  into  the  causes  which 
have  produced  this  extraordmaiy  drain,  it  may  be 
added  that  they  have,  likewise,  operated  to  rid  us 
of  American  and  Spanish  milled  dollars  to  nearly  the 
same  extent,  and  have  left  in  the  country  scarcely 
any  of  its  usual  metallic  currency,  except  mat  which 
consists  of  the  crowns  of  France,  five-franc  pieces^ 
and  those  sQyer  coins  which  are  of  denominatloiis 
less  than  a  dollar. 

In  corroboration  and  filustratiGn  of  the  fbregoing 
statement,  your  committee  b^  leave  to  snlgoin  a  few 
well  awertained  fhcts : 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  many  months,  an  uidn- 
terrupted  and  rising  demand,  in  our  seaport  towns^ 
for  aU  descriptions  of  gold  coins  and  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  remittances  to  foreign  countries.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  former  are  never  underrated  in 
any  coontnr,  whilst  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  have 
a  universality  of  circulation  exceeding  that  of  any 
other  coin.  The  American  dollar  is  received  in  the 
East  Indies  at  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent 
less  than  the  dollar  of  Spain.  There  is  very  little 
foreign  demand  for  five-franc  pieces,  and  none  for 
crowns. 

The  balance  of  spede  and  bullion  exported  from 
the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  80th  of  September  liut,  aoooidinff  to  the  custom- 
house entries,  amounts  to  $7,484,684 ;  but  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of  specie, 
without  a  previous  entry  at  the  custom-house,  par- 
ticulariy  that  which  comes  from  countries  where  its 
exportation  is  forbidden,  is  sometimes  evaded. 
Whether  this  surmise  be  true,  and  to  what  extent, 
the  committee  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  nor  does 
any  thing  b^ood  an  allusion  to  it  faU  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  inquiry.  But  when  it  is  recol- 
lected tiiat  the  amount  of  qiecie  exportations  may 
also  be  underrated,  from  a  portion  of  it  going  out  of 
the  countiy  without  entry,  it  requires  no  great  stretch 
of  credulity  to  believe  that  the  balance  against  the 
United  States  for  the  said  year  amounts  to  at  least 
six  minions  of  dollars. 

There  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  the 
account  current  has  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect 
for  the  last  four  months ;  and  there  is  less  doubt  that 
the  said  balance  was  made  up  piocipally,  if  not  alto- 
gether, of  gold  coins  imd  of  dollars. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  rate  of  all  foreign  ox- 
change,  especially  that  of  England,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  vibrated  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  it  has 
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been  oonfidentlj  asserted  that  lome  of  the  banks  in 
the  largest  commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  in  con- 
dnctiDg  which  great  skill  and  foresight  have  gener- 
ally been  disooTered,  have  at  this  time  on  hand  a 
greater  amonnt  of  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  than 
of  all  other  descriptions  of  specie ;  and  that  none  of 
them  have  mnch  gold  of  anj  kind,  and  scarcely  a 
single  American  or  Spanish  dd^. 

Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  beUeve  that  a 
better  state  of  things  exists  in  either  of  our  other 
cities,  with  the  exception,  perh^M,  of  Philadelphia ; 
tiie  proximity  of  whose  moneyed  institotions  to  the 
Mint  affords  them  some  little  additional  facilities  in 
procnrinff  coins  in  oases  of  emei^ncy ;  and  not  in- 
cluding ue  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  pos- 
sesses a  decided  advantage  over  all  the  others,  on 
account  of  the  revenue  deposits ;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing such  an  immense  advantage,  this  bank  at  one 
time  found  it  necessary  to  import  quantities  of  for- 
eign coin,  specially  with  the  view  to  meet  any  possi- 
ble exigency  which  might  press  upon  it 

As  one  among  the  many  proofs  that  might  be  ad- 
duced to  show  the  extent  and  rapidity  with  which 
specie  has  been  banished  from  the  United  States,  the 
committee  submit  a  statement,  which  they  think  will 
not  be  contradicted,  that  the  specie  in  the  Boston 
banks,  which,  in  January,  1821,  appears  to  have 
amounted  to  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was,  in  June  last,  reduced  to  $406,275.  It  is 
impossible  to  state,  witib  any  certainty,  the  compara- 
tive extent  of  the  whole  diminution  in  the  United 
States;  but  many  commercial  men  esthnate  that 
about  one-third  of  all  the  specie  in  the  country  left  it 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 

Should  the  act  of  Congress,  making  the  cvowns 
and  francs  a  lawful  tender,  be  suflbred  to  expire  at 
this  time,  and  any  serious  or  large  demand  be  sud- 
denly made  upon  the  banks,  they  might  find  it  ex- 
tremely di£Bcult,  if  not  impossible,  to  meet  it  Such 
an  event  would  be  highly  injurious,  and  it  might, 
therefore,  be  dangerous  to  degrade  their  present  me- 
taOio  capital.  Even  now,  with  what  they  have  in 
their  vaults,  they  are  frequently  subjected  to  un- 
pleasant embarrassments  in  providing  for  the  de- 
mands which  are  occasionally  made  finom  one  com- 
mercial place  on  another;  and  it  is  believed  that,  for 
nearly  a  year  past,  their  principal  support  and  oi^t 
have  been  derived  from  mutual  forbearance,  super- 
induced by  mutual  wants,  and  a  oommunity  of  in- 
terest 

To  prove  that  these  coijectures  are  not  fallacious, 
the  committee  will  not  go  beyond  the  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  under  the  immediate  eve  of 
Congress.  By  a  schedule  of  the  situation  of  the 
eleven  banks  in  this  district,  contained  in  a  report 
submitted  to  Congress  in  April  last,  it  appears  that, 
at  that  time,  wiUi  capitals  exceeding,  collectively, 
$5,000,000,  they  had  an  aggregate  of  $955,712  in 
notes,  in  circulation;  and  only  $262,187  of  specie, 
in  all  their  vaults. 

Under  the  present  state  of  the  money  market, 
should  it  long  continue  as  it  now  is,  a  formidable  re- 
action must  ensue,  by  the  depreciation  of  all  property, 
the  withdrawal  firom  circulation  of  most  of  the  safe 
paper  medium,  and  the  consequent  bankruptcr^  of 
vexy  many  of  our  most  enteiprismg  merchants. 

Whether  banks  have  been  productive  of  more  good 
than  evil  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire ;  but  it  may 
be  stated  that  they  are  now  so  completely  fastened 
upon  the  communis,  and  their  credit  is  so  intimately 


oonneoted  with  tbe  moneyed  interests  of  the  oooaby, 
and  any  shock  they  might  experience  would  be  • 
severely  felt,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  the  poIifij«f 
the  General  Government  to  sJTord  them  sopporti 
compatible  with  the  discreet  exercise  of  its  ezelosfs 
power  to  regulate  coins.  Past  experience  and  pm- 
ent  exigencies  clearly  demonstrate  that  we  casDol 
^t  dispense  with  the  use  of  foreign  coins,  slthos^ 
it  was  confidently  predicted,  tiiirty  years  sgo,  bf 
some  of  our  statesmen,  that  their  beneficial  teniacj 
would  be  superseded,  by  tibe  operations  of  the  Misl, 
within  the  space  of  three  years. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  inconvenience  tf 
using  a  variety  of  ooins^  unequal  in  their  polity;  te 
cannot  resist  die  conviction  that,  as  a  temponiiy  ex* 
pedient,  it  would  be  wise  in  Congress  to  extend  ill 
fosterinff  care  to  the  banks,  by  aBsigning  a  detenais- 
ate  legfu  value  to  the  almost  only  coins  nowremsiB- 
ingin  their  vaults. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  oaght^  pe^ 
haps,  to  be  adverted  to.  If  the  act  making  gtovbi 
and  francs  a  tender  be  suffered  to  expire,  the  ha^ 
with  the  exception  of  those  at  Philadelphia,  irill  be 
compelled  to  transport  those  coins  to  the  Hist,  at 
great  expense,  and  some  risk,  for  the  purpose  of  bciiig 
converted  into  American  coins ;  and  when  that  duH 
be  done  their  new  character  would  give  them  sn  im- 
mediate passport  to  Europe.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, conclude  that,  while  it  is  admitted  that  theitte 
of  exchange  is  heavily  against  ua,  the  predoos  metili 
rapidly  vanishing,  stocks  going  abroad,  property^  de- 

Sreciating,  and  insolvencies  multiplying,  eveiy  in- 
uoement  should  be  held  out  for  the  importstioD  </ 
specie  and  bullion,  and  for  the  retention  of  that  wfaicb 
our  capitalists  now  possess. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  biH,  coDtumi]^ 
crowns  and  five-firancs  a  lawM  tender,  ss  beretofoie, 
until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1825,  whidi  tfaey  aik 
leave  to  report 


Treasust  Dbfabxiceht,  JatL 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  initaa^ 
requesting  my  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  pro^' 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadel^>t  ^ 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  my  opiQion,  s  ^ 
regard  to  the  public  interest  requires  thst  that  eEtib- 
liahment  should  be  continued  ^  some  time  longer  at 
PhiladelphiiL  , 

The  present  state  of  our  currenoy  also  justifies  tM 
conclusion,  that  the  act  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1^ 
continuing  in  force,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  so  mocb 
of  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  as  mskea  ero^ 
and  five  franc  pieces  of  France  a  legal  tender  in  toe 
payment  of  debts,  ought  to  be  continued  for  t  liB>»' 
ed  period.  _^ 

I  remain,  with  respect^  your  most  obedienteerm 

WM.  H.  CRAWf  OBD. 

Hoa  Wm.  B.  Rochestkb, 

Chabnum  f^f  Select  CommiUee^  jv. 

Thubsdat,  February  6. 
Foreign  Coins, 
Mr.  BooHBSTSB,  from  the  committee  appo*"*^ 
ed  on  the  18th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  exiM- 
diency  of  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  BritwUj 
Portugal,  iVance,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  Pj' 
ment  of  debts  due  the  United  States,  at  tW" 
intrinaic  value,  made  a  report  thereon,  aoooBi- 
panied  by  a  bill  making  the  gold  coins  oiOt^ 
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Britain,  Portugal,  Franoe,  and  Spain,  receivable 
in  payments  on  aooonnt  of  public  lands ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  further  to  prolong  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

The  gold  coins  of  Gnat  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  prennt  standardi,  oonrespond  almost  exactlj 
with  oar  own — ^tbose  of  IVanoe  are  not  so  fine,  and 
those  of  Spain  still  less  pore. 

Althon^  no  regnlar  report  of  the  assavs  of  these 
coins  has  been  made  hj  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
anee  1819,  daring  whidi  year  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress, declaring  them  a  lawful  tender,  expired ;  yet, 
Jxom  numerous  assays  made  since  on  deposits,  it  has 
been  abundantly  ascertuned  that  their  intrinsic  valne 
is  equal  to  that  which  was  assigned  to  them  respect- 
iTely  by  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816. 

The  committee  assent,  witnout  hesitation,  to  the 
expediency  of  making  them  receivable  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  the  United  States  on  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands;  but  doubt  the  propriety  of  making  them  a 
tender  on  other  debts,  duties,  taxes,  or  sums  of 
money,  which  haye  or  may  become  due  to  the  Gor- 
enunent. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  stated  in  a  prerious  report 
of  the  committee,  that  the  gold  coins  of  ereiy  de- 
acription  and  denomination,  whether  American  or 
fcivign,  have  of  late  been  almost  entirely  banished 
from  our  seaport  towns,  yet  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  owing  to  the  constant  emigrations  to  the  west- 
ern country  from  Europe,  and  to  the  acknowledged 
want  of  confidence  in  many  of  their  banking  institu- 
tioDS,  considerable  sums  of  foreign  gold  have  found 
their  way  into  that  country,  and  have  been,  and  are 
much  relied  on  as  part  of  the  means  of  paying  the 
debt  there  due  for  public  lands. 

The  committee  are  assured  that,  very  many  of  the 

gnrcfaasers  of  those  lands  being  persuaded,  firom  long 
abit,  that  gold  would,  on  account  of  its  metallio  pre- 
dopsness,  oontinue  to  be  the  safest  and  most  in  de- 
mand as  a  circulating  medium,  have  studiously  and 
carefully  preserved  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  pay- 
ments to  the  receivers  of  pubHc  money  on  their  land 
pnchasea. 

The  debt  on  account  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  is 
00  huge  that,  it  is  believed,  every  facility  and  induce- 
ment, compatible  with  the  just  rights  of  the  General 
Government,  should  be  extended  by  Congress  for  its 
■peedy  reduction,  and  final  extinguishment,  by  actual 
payments. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  com- 
munication of  the  8d  of  February  instant,  made  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, by  direction  of  the  committee,  that  tiie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  found  it  expedient  to  ao- 
tiioriae  the  receivers  of  public  money  to  continue  to 
xeoeive  the  coins,  adverted  to  in  this  report, '"  in  pay- 
ments on  account  of  public  lands ; "  and  that  "  they 
axe,  in  fact,  now  received  bv  them."  The  reasons 
aasigned  in  said  communication  for  giving  such  an- 
tliority  to  the  receivers,  are  peifectiy  satisfiftctory  to 
the  committee,  and'  strongly  indicate  the  propriety, 
-bot  to  say  necessity,  of  giving  to  that  anthori^  the 
'SBDctionof  law. 

Tbkasubt  Dbpaxtmekt,  fa,  8, 1828. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  81st  ultimo,  in- 
quiring whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  make 


the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and 
Spain,  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United  States, 
at  their  intrinsic  value,  and  especially  in  payments 
on  acoount  of  the  public  lands,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  it  is  deemed  proper  that  they  should  be 
made  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  public  lands.  Upon  the  expira- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  which  made  them  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  in  the  United  States, 
the  receivers  of  public  money  were  authorized  to  con- 
tinue to  receive  them  in  all  payments  on  account  of 
public  lands,  and  they  are  in  fact  now  received  by 
them.  This  authority  was  given,  first,  because  no 
doubt  was  entertained  that  the  creditors  of  the  Gcov- 
emment  in  the  States  and  Territories  where  the  land 
offices  were  established,  would  receive  such  coin  in 
preference  to  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  established 
in  those  States  and  Territories.  And,  second,  be- 
cause the  refusal  of  those  coins,  and  of  the  notes  of 
the  local  banks,  would  have  placed  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  pubhc  lands  to  make  payment 
as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  its  offices,  did  not  circulate  among  them,  and  the 
current  coin  of  the  Union  did  not  circulate  in  suffi* 
cient  quantity  to  meet  even  a  small  proportion  of  the 
payments  due  by  them. 

In  terminating  this  letter  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  relative  current  value  of  gold  and 
silver  differs  materially  from  tiiat  establish^  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  the  gold  coin  of  tiie  United  States  has  al- 
ways been  exported,  whenever  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  United  States  and  the  commercial  na- 
tions of  Europe  has  beto  in  favor  of  the  latter.  If 
the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  should  be  made 
equsd  in  value  to  sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver 
coins  of  the  same  quanti  W  c^  pure  silver,  they  would 
be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of  exchange  should 
be  ffreatly  against  the  United  States. 

This  subject  was  presented  more  fully  in  a  report 
made  by  t^s  Department,  upon  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee. 

I  remain,  with  reroect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  W.  B.  RocBBBiXB, 

a  Com  ike  MwL 

SuppresHon  ofFvblw  DoeumenU, 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Oahfbell, 
of  Ohio,  as  modified  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
amendment  proposed  b^  Mr.  Cook  of  Illinois, 
being  under  consideration,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

^Ruolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  as- 
certain by  whom  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph^ 
in  the  letter  of  William  R.  Dickinson,  Cauuer  of  the 
Bank  of  Steubenville,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, dated  the  Sd  day  of  April,  1819,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  this  House  at  tiie  last  sesrion,  was 
caused,  with  leave  to  sit  during  the  sesrions,  and 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers:  Ani 
thai  the  mid  committee  be  t$utruoled  to  prepare  amd  r^ 
pari  to  tkii  House  a  diged  efihe  eeidenee  eoHtamed  in 
Aeprmtad  doemneids,  {m  vkick  the  mdd  pnUed  letter 
A  bit  includedf)  ifaejf  tuck  there  be,  to  show  whether 
tmcitrrefU  or  d^nidated  bank  notee  were  taicm  m  Imml 
of  cash,  from  <my  of  the  banks  w  which  lAs  fiMo 
moneys  were  deposited  g  wheAer  pubUo  wumeys  haee 
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mot  heen  duwntimsd  to  U  depotMi  m  hrem^ei  ^ 
the  United  BUdee*  Sankf  and  plaoed  m  eertam  local 
hcmkty  aituaUd  •»  (he  eame  towmt  or  noi^kborhood, 
without  comply  with  the  direeUom  4^  the  taw  om 
that  iubject;  and  whether  mck  trmtfen  have  not  re- 
eulted  im  lot$  to  Ae  Govenmmt;  whether  Ae  pMe 
money  hae  not  been  loaned  to  thoee  hankt,  in  which 
etandinffdepoeite  were  made  f  under  the  name  i^dgnmU; 
and  whether  each  leant  or  depoeUe  have  not  remUod  m 
Iota  to  the  Government ;  wheierteemi^waenotnegleet' 
edto  be  taken  in  tome  one  or  more  initanoee,  fir  the  pmte- 
tnalUyofoneormorebanktfWhichpropoeedtosmetueh 
aeourUgff  and  whether  each  fiitwre  hit  not  remUed  in 
lorn  to  the  GovommenL* 

And  Mr.  Giuait,  of  Georgia,  haying  jester- 
daj  proposed  farther  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

"  And  to  Mcertain,  if  poBsible,  whether  any  mem- 
ber of  thiB  Hoiue,  or  comederaoy  of  members,  have 
made  nee  of  the  papen  of  this  Hoqm  for  the  porpoee 
of  making  chaises  against  any  department  of  this 
GoTenmient,  which  tlut  member,  or  those  members, 
Imow  to  be  fklse : " 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  thereto— 

Mr.  Saundbbs,  of  North  Carolina,  rose.  His 
otgeot  in  risinff  was  not,  himself^  to  enter  far- 
ther into  this  Ssooseion,  bat  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  If  he  would  not  do  so,  Mr.  8. 
said,  he  would  more  to  strike  out  the  part 
which  had  been  inserted  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Ooox.  (and  is  printed  in  ItaUa  in  the  above 
copy  of  tne  resolution.)  He  asked  this  firom 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  because  he  thought 
that  both  his  amendment  and  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  were  calculated  to  emW- 
rass  die  original  propocfttion. 

Mr.  GiLMXB  said  that,  on  a  question  which 
had  created  so  much  personal  feeling  in  the 
breasts  of  some  membm  of  the  House,  and  of 
himself  more  particularly,  he  was  not  oisposed 
to  do  any  thing  which  the  calculating,  prudent 
gentlemen  of  the  House  should  think  improper. 
After  the  excitement  of  the  moment  nas 
passed  by,  he  was  rather  disposed  to  act  upon 
their  opinion  than  his  own«  With  pleasure, 
therefore,  he  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Korth  Carolina,  and  of  that  dass 
of  persons  in  the  House  for  whom  he  had  a 
high  respect,  and  with  whom  it  was  his  pleas- 
ure generally  to  act.  Mr^  G.  then  withdrew 
the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Sattndsbs  then  moved  to  stnke  out  of  the 
resolution  that  part  of  it  which  was  yesterday 
inserted  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook,  declar- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  should  with  pleas- 
ure give  his  support  to  the  same  inquiry,  if  pro- 
pose in  a  distinct  resolution,  for  appointing  a 
separate  committee.  He  moved  to  strike  it  out 
only  because  it  proposed  an  Inquiry  wholly  dis- 
tinct from  the  original  motion,  and  the  two 
would  only  embarrass  one  another. 

Mr.  Cambpbll,  of  Ohio,  said  when  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook  was  yesterday  presented,  he 


had  thought  at  first  that  it  would  embatraaitiii 
inqdry  proposed  in  the  first  resolution.  But, 
upon  a  doser  examination,  be  was  induced  to 
think  differentiy;  and  it  appeared  to  him  thai 
was  a  sufficient  connection  between  the  two  to 
keep  the  subjects  connected;  and  he  wooU 
state  the  grounds  of  this  opinion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  iq>pearea,  said  Mr.  C,  to  inth 
mate  that  the  conmiittee  which  heretofore  {nl^ 
sued  the  subject  did  not  go  as  fiv  as  it  should 
have  done  in  examining  tiie  character  of  tk 
documents  referred  to  it;  and  that  if  it  had  coDe 
fturther,  a  different  impression  from  that  whiflk 
it  has  expressed  would  have  been  the  reeidt 
If^  Mr.  C.  said,  any  credit  is  due  to  statementsof 
this  kind;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Secretin 
of  the  IVeasury  has  withheld  information  wlm 
ought  to  have  been  imparted  to  this  Houn,  it 
appears  to  me  a  proper  subject  for  investigstios. 
If  m  the  progress  ox  events  it  should  torn  out— 
and  I  am  arguing  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ip- 
pears  to  require  that  I  should — ^that  an j  doca- 
ments  have  not  been  communicated  from  tiie 
Treasury  Department  that  ought  to  have  been, 
showing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  v« 
interested  in  withholdiag  them,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  implication  of  himself^  I  ask  the  oominittee 
whether  that  be  not  a  fur  subject  of  investiga- 
tion? We  know  that  the  fact  of  the  d^HWtof 
money  in  certain  banks  was  unpopular;  and  if 
any  documents  or  parts  of  documents  respecting 
that  fact  have  been  withheld,  the  conunittee 
may  inquire  by  whom  and  why  these  docnmenti 
were  suppressed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  therefore  was 
opposed  to  striking  out  that  part  of  the  reeofai- 
tion. 

Mr.  Satthdibs  said,  as  he  did  not  int^d  vf 
his  motion  to  afford  any  ground  for  the  remot- 
est implication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy, 
and  wished  only  to  rdieve  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  from  what  might  be  too  great  a  bnrden  oa 
him  as  the  chairman  of  the  new  committee,  and 
was  besides  not  connected  witii  the  snhject  of  his 
original  motion;  and  as  the  gentieman  from 
Ohio  appeared  to  have  no  objection  to  take  tlui 
burden  upon  himself  he  rMr.  8.)  withdrew  his 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Hlmois,  said  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  his  proposition  yesterday  offered,  and 
incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  Mr.  GaioWZ) 
and  to  substitute  another,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  tW 
amendment,  as  going  unnecessaruy  into  ^^^ 

Mr.  Edwaedb,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  M 
not  mean  by  any  thing  he  should  say  to  contno- 
ute  any  thing  to  such  a  debate  as  thatof  fester 
day.  His  object  in  rising  was  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  amendment  yeterdaf  en- 
grossed on  the  original  resolution.  Should  tbtf 
motion  succeed,  the  gentieman  from  WoxfU 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  present  ^®*r 
eral  subjects  which  he  wished  investigated  m 
his  own  way,  and  there  would  be  no  qnestiatt 
but  every  gentieman  in  the  House  would  uniw 
in  allowing  the  utmost  latitude  to  his  investigt- 
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tiona.  Mr.  E.  said  he  would  pat  it  in  the  po ver 
of  the  genUeman  to  present  tne  qnestion  in  the 
■hape  moBt  agreeable  to  himself.  If  that  gen- 
tleman believed  in  the  existence  of  abuses,  snoh 
as  he  had  intimated,  he  would  find  no  gentle- 
man miwilling  to  go  along  with  him  to  investi- 
gate them  to  the  extent  of  his  own  wishes.  I 
will  give  my  sapport,  said  Mr.  K,  to  any  resoln- 
tion  which  he  may  offer,  if  he  accompanies  it 
with  an  allegation  of  any  abuse  of  public  tmst 

Mr.  HAMn;TON,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  two  oljects  embraced  in  the 
resolution  opght  to  go  together.  They  related, 
he  said,  to  identically  one  and  the  same  sub- 
ject. The  inquiry  for  the  committee  will  be, 
what  were  the  motives  of  the  suppression, 
which  we  regard  as  an  outrage onpropriety 
and  on  the  dignity  of  the  House  t  What  were 
the  motives  which  led  to  it  t  The  motives  are 
necessarily  connected  with  tiie  flsusts  which  may 
have  induced  it.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  object  to  be  gained  by  a  division  of  the 
subject  between  two  committees;  and  he  was 
anxious  that  no  division  of  the  inquiry  should 
take  place  which  would  lead  to  the  appointment 
of  two  committees.  He  wished  the  two  in- 
quiries to  go  on  hand  in  hand,  and  not  from 
any  want  of  deference  and  respect  to  the  author 
of  the  present  resolution.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should 
move,  when  it  would  be  in  order  to  do  so,  to 
refer  the  inquiry  to  the  same  committee  which 
has  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. He  would  do  so  because  it  must  be 
within  the  conviction  of  every  member  that 
that  committee  had  discharged  its  duty  in  a  man- 
ner which  entitied  it  to  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  House-*4heir  proceedings  and  report 
having  been  candid,  lucid,  ftdr — and  because,  as 
they  were  already  familiar  with  the  subject, 
much  would  be  gained  in  point  of  time,  which 
at  this  period  of  the  session  was  of  some  impor- 
tance, by  giving  the  matter  again  in  chaige  of 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  second 
Immch  of  the  resolution,  because  h^  saw  no 
necessary  connection  between  that  and  the  origi- 
nal motion,  the  olject  of  which  was  to  ascer- 
tain who  made  these  marks  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation.  He  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  that  inquiry  by  connecting 
it  with  extraneous  matter.  Nor  could  he  see 
any  propriety  in  recommitting  this  subject  to 
the  same  committee  whidi  hf»  already  exam- 
ined it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  called  upon  for  all  the  papers  connected 
with  any  particular  sutjeet,  and  he  has  not 
oommunicated  them  all,  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  House  to  get  those  which  have  been  with- 
held. This  is  a  thing  which  Sa  of  common  oc- 
currence, said  Mr.  F.,  and  I  know  it  has  oc- 
curred in  regard  to  resolutions  which  I  myself 
have  offered.  A  year  or  two  ago,  he  said,  he 
had  submitted  a  resolution,  calling  upon  the 
Kavy  Department  for  certain  piq)era,  which 
have  never  yet  been  submitted.   So  it  has  hi^ 


pened  with  regard  to  calls  upon  other  depart- 
ments. When,  last  session,  the  Department  of 
War  was  called  upon  for  the  invoices  of  certain 
goods  purchased  by  the  Indian  factors,  they 
never  were  reported.  Even  as  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  he  wrote  for  a  passport  for  a 
friend  who  was  going  abroad,  and  could  not  get 
it — ^he  procured  a  member  of  tiie  Senate  to  a£& 
one  from  the  British  Minister,  and  got  it  with- 
out difficulty.  Last  session,  a  call  was  made 
upon  the  President  to  show  ui  what  manner 
the  money  had  been  expended,  which  is  an- 
nually appropriated  under  the  act  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States^  and  that  call  was  not  answered. 

Mr.  Steruno,  o^^  New  York,  said  he  could 
not  see  the  necessity  of  the  resolution,  as  at 
first  submitted ;  and  for  that  reason,  in  partic- 
ular, he  thought,  if  it  did  pass,  it  should  be  in 
its  amended  shape^  If,  said  he,  you  strike  out 
the  part  which  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
you  strike  out  all  that  which  constitutes  the 
most  important  part  of  the  inquiry.  The  two 
objects  of  inquiry  could  well  be  united,  and  they 
ought  to  go  together,  because  they  were  nearly 
connected.  But,  Mr.  6.  said,  the  amendment 
was  the  only  material  and  the  substantial  part 
of  the  resolution  as  it  now  stands.  The  resolu- 
tion, in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  introduced  by 
the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  is,  in  my  view,  said 
Mr.  S.,  totally  unnecessary.  I  am  not  in  the 
dark,  if  other  gentiemen  are,  as  to  who  caused 
the  suppression,  so  often  alluded  to.  Not  that 
I  have  any  knowledge  on  the  subject  which 
everybody  else  may  not  have,  but  I  rest  my 
conviction  first  upon  the  f^  of  the  documents 
themselves,  ana,  secondly,  on  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment My  mind  has  been  brought  to  the 
conviction,  by  all  the  circumstances,  that  he, 
and  he  alone^  made  them.  I  call  not  in  qnes- 
tion his  ments;  he  is  not  even  personally 
known  to  me — and  I  have  only  heard  of  him  as 
a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  great  indus- 
try. He  has  iaterfered,  however,  with  the  doc- 
Timents  of  this  House,  and  he  boldly  told  the 
committee,  that  he  marked  the  word  ou%  where 
it  appears  marked  on  several  passages  that  are 
omitted  in  the  printing.  I  say  that  Mr.  Dickins 
might  have  gone  fhrther,  and  told  the  commit- 
tee that,  when  he  made  part  of  those  marks^ 
he  made  the  whole  of  them.  I  do  not  mean  to 
impeach  the  veracity  of  that  gentieman,  or  even 
his  motives.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  he  acted 
on  his  own  authority,  and  without  the  authority 
ai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  viohir 
tion  of  the  direction  of  the  House  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  laid  before  it  I 
have  heard  but  one  sentiment  expressed  by  all 
who  have  viewed  these  papers,  which  is,  that 
they  were  all  made  by  the  same  pencil,  and 
at  we  same  time ;  and  I  defy  any  gentieman  of 
candor  to  inspect  the  pi»ers  and  say  that  they 
were  not  all  made  by  the  same  hand.  If  Mr. 
Dickins  did  make  aU  the  marks,  as  I  contend  he 
did,  what  occasion  is  there  to  go  into  a  further 
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inquiiy  on  the  subject.  But,  oontinned  Mr.  S., 
I  nave  a  further  argument  to  show  that  Mr. 
Dickins  did  make  ^ese  marks.  It  has  been 
intimated,  without  the  least  around,  that  some 

fmtleman  of  the  House  maj  have  made  them, 
am  astonished,  sir,  that  anj  gentleman  should 
dare  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  make  such  an  in- 
timation, without  proof  positive  of  the  fact.  It 
is  our  duty  to  protect  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  we  ought  never  to  permit  ourselves  to 
charge  any  one  of  its  members,  in  the  House, 
or  out  of  it,  with  improper  conduct,  without 
positive  proof  to  sustain  the  charge.  I  call 
upon  gentlemen  to  show  me  the  least  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  intimation.  A  particular  mem- 
ber of  this  House  was  alluded  to  yesterday,  as 
having  possibly  made  this  mark.  I  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  a  gentleman,  reputable  as  he  is, 
of  unimpeached  integrity,  stigmatized  as  one 
who  not  only  made  this  erasure,  but  as  beiug 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  which,  if  it  existed, 
would  be  disgraceful  to  those  concerned,  and 
disgraceful  to  the  House.  What  do  the  com- 
mittee say?  Who  did  make  these  marks?  I 
do  not  mean  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man ; 
I  would  SC0171  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any 
man  in  or  out  of  the  House—and  it  was  with 
great  surprise  I  heard  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia yesterday  make  a  direct  allusion  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
Are  we  to  point  at  them,  and  hoot  at  them,  when 
they  happen  to  attend  ladies  to  the  gallery  of 
the  House  ?  I  do  not  mean,  said  Mr.  8.,  to  im- 
pute to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  any  im- 
proper motives  for  this  allusion,  &c.,  because  he 
IS  a  high-minded  and  honorable  man.  He  him- 
self, after  a  night^s  reflection,  has  in  an  honora- 
ble manner  retraced  his  steps,  and  withdrawn  his 
proposition.  But,  to  return  to  the  marks.  The 
committee  reports  that  Mr.  Dickins  did,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  declarations,  mark  out  three  of 
these  passages,  in  doins  which  he  acted  in  an 
unwarranted  and  unauthorized  manner.  What 
do  the  committee  say  in  their  report  of  the  par- 
ticular erasure  which  was  the  subject  of  their 
inquiry  ?  They  say  that,  had  the  same  causes 
existed  for  that  erasure,  the  committee  would 
have  remarked  that  the  probability  of  tiiat  era- 
sure also  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Dickins  was 
strong,  and  that  nothing  but  the  peculiarity  of 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  make 
the  other  marks  weakened  it.  From  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Dickins,  what  do  the  committee 
infer?  That  the  probability  of  Mr.  D.  having 
himself  made  the  erasure  is  destroyed?  So; 
but  that  it  is  weakened.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to 
read  passages  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins as  reported  by  the  committee,  contrasting 
his  evidence  on  the  three  days  he  was  examined 
— ^for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  examined  three  sev- 
eral days,  and  at  different  times  this  evidence 
was  dragged  from  him.  Gould  Mr.  Dickins 
have  made  this  erasure,  he  asked,  without 
knowing  whether  he  made  it  or  not?  I  appeal 
to  the  House,  said  Mr.  S.,  if,  from  the  evidence 
of  the  documents  themselves,  and  the  strange 


testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  who  admits  he  did 
make  all  the  other  marks,  and  from  the  hA 
that  this  mark  was  made  apparently  with  the 
same  pencil,  whether  he  ought  not  to  hsre  n- 
collected  marking  it.  The  reasons  were  not 
such  as  to  have  induced  him  to  make  the  mirb 
in  that  particular  letter,  he  says,  and  therefore, 
he  thinks  he  did  not  make  it ;  and  said  Mr.  &, 
the  reasons  were  such  that  he  ousht  not  to  hsn 
made  any  of  those  which  he  acknowledges  to 
have  made — strong  and  imperative  was  the  ra- 
son  why  he  should  not  have  done  it 

Mr.  Gamfbell,  of  Ohio,  said,  from  the  ooone 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  taken, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a  remaii^cr 
two  in  defence  of  his  original  motion,  which  thi 
gentleman  from  New  York  seemed  to  ooosidtf 
BO  unnecessary.  It  might  be  owing  to  the  id- 
vantage  whidi  t^at  gentleman  possessed  <yra 
other  gentlemen,  that  he  had  been  able  to  di*- 
cover  who  had  made  the  disputed  erasore.  It 
is  well  known,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  such  is  the  stme- 
ture  of  the  human  mind,  that  less  evideoce  s 
necessary  to  convince  some  minds  than  is  Deees- 
sary  to  convince  others.  For  my  part  I  am 
slow  to  believe  in  such  fiicts  as  he  charges  on 
Mr.  Dickins.  It  may  be  considered  as  an  vb- 
deniable  fact,  however,  that  some  person  has 
caused  the  suppression  of  this  paragraph  (tf  t 
document.  The  object  of  the  inquiry  whieh  I 
have  proposed  is,  to  ascertain  who  this  person 
was.  It  is  proved  not  to  have  been  the  printers: 
that  is  put  beyond  ^estion.  Whether  it  v« 
some  person  in  this  House,  or  attached  to  this 
House,  or  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  snb- 
ject  for  inquiry,  and  the  proof  submitted  hj  ui* 
conmiittee  does  not  warrant,  to  my  mind,  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
York  seems  to  have  arrived.  I  will  admit  that, 
by  straining  the  testimony,  you  may  infer  iM 
Mr.  Dickins  himself  may  have  made  the  erasore. 
I  have  examined  the  evidence  with  &^^^J^ 
however,  and  have  not  satisfied  myself  on  that 
point  As  I  presume  many  other  members  are 
in  the  same  situation  with  myself^  it  seems  pe- 
cessanr,  that  the  first  part  of  this  resotatiOfl 
should  be  adopted,  whatever  becomes  of  the  «• 
mwnderofit.    Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  noooj 

the  observation  of  Mr.  Flotd,  and  to  «tow  tw 
there  is  such  an  analogy  between  the  two  objectt 
of  the  resolution  as  to  justify  their  connection. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  appear  that  any  peno" 
had  been  privy  to  this  erasure  with  an  intentwa 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  House;  ^^J:f^ 
had  been  the  effect  of  the  erasure.  Hedidnw 
expect  to  obtain  conduaive  proof  upon  ^^^ 
ject  by  further  investigation*  K  any  P«^ 
would  commit  a  fraud  of  this  description^ 
would  not  do  it  openly,  and  any  one  ▼^^  ^r 
made  the  erasure  with  fraudulent  intention? 
would  doubtless  perjure  himself  to  conoeal  it 

The  proo^  he  said,  was  not  oondnsive  v» 
Mr.  Diddns  made  these  marks*  ^^}^J^ 
gumentof  all  the  marks,  those  wknowlea^ 
and  that  which  is  denied,  being  made  hy^ 
same  pencil— if  I  know  any  thing  about  t^ofm 
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said  Mr.  0.,  thej  all  make  the  same  kind  of 

^    marks.    That  argnment,  therefore,  can  have  no 

weight  with  me  in  the  determination  of  the 

question.   Mr.  0.  then  recapitulated  the  objects 

of  the  part  of  tihe  resolution  which  was  jester- 

daj  adaed  at  Mr.  Cook's  suggestion,  to  show  its 

analogy  to  the  original  proposition.    The  ob- 

^     iects  of  inquirj  which  it  proposed  were  proper 

m  themselves,  and  proper  also  to  show  whether 

'    anj  motive  of  oonoeSalment  would  probably  have 

>    induced  the  suppression  of  these  passages  in 

the  letters.    On  the  supposition,  for  the  sake  of 

argument,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

or  his  clerks,  had  such  a  motive,  the  inquiry 

into  that  fact  was  certainly  so  nearly  connected 

witJi  the  inquiry  into  the  fact  of  who  made  the 

erasure,  &c.,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out 

of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Abohsb,  of  '^rginia,  expressed  his  regret 
that  any  difficulty  should  exist  as  to  the  form  of 
inquiry  into  any  of  the  particulars  embraced  in 
the  resolution,  because  he  believed  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  when  the  question 
of  inquiry  In  any  sliape  came  to  be  voted  upon. 
Wbat  are  the  grounos^  he  asked,  on  which  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  recommends  itself  to 
our  attention?    There  has  been  a  mutilation  of 
the  records  of  the  House.    Will  any  man  deny 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  prosecute  an 
inquiry  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to  ascertain  who 
were  tiie  authors  of  the  mutilation?    No  man 
can  deny  the  fact,  the  power  of  the  House  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  or  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  exercise  that  power  on  this  occasion.    No 
man  denies  either  of  these  points,  said  he,  and 
yet  we  are  kept  two  days  deoating  it.   The  very 
£Mt  that  there  has  been  a  mutilation  of  the  re- 
cords is  sufficient.    But,  when  the  inquiry  is 
proposed,  of  what  sort  is  the  objection  made  to 
it?    Why,  that  members  of  this  House  ought 
not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done  it.    Now,  I 
sappoae.  or  mi^t  suppose,  t£ere  has  been  this 
cruninal  intention  on  the  part  of  some  member 
of  this  House ;  how  is  the  &ct  to  be  ascertained 
bat  by  inquiry?   Grentlemen  say,  it  will  appear, 
probably,  that  nobody  has  been  guilty  in  this 
case.     I  tliink  it  very  probable,  and  I  hope,  that 
snch  will  be  the  result  of  a  rail  investigation. 
Bnt^  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should  not  in- 
aoire  into  it?    Do  gentlemen  mean  to  contend 
uuit  we  are  never  to  exert  the  powers  of  this 
Hotise,  without  proving  an  imputation  on  some- 
body f    If  there  has  been  any  guilt  connected 
with  this  fact,  it  will  be  reported  to  the  House, 
with  authentic  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  we 
OQ^t  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  to  the  conviction 
of  the  guilty.    If  there  has  been  no  guilt  in  the 
transaction,  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry 
to  show  that  there  has  been  none.    I  was  ex- 
tremely sorry,  continued  Mr. 'A.,  to  see  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Illinois,  when  no  imputation  was 
east  upon  him,  identify  himself  with  this  accu- 
sation, 80  faif  as  there  is  any  accusation  against 
any  member  or  members  of  this  House.    He 
not  only  undertook  to  consider  himself  the  ac- 
person;  but,  after  disclaiming  the  acts! 

Vou  vn.  — : 


which  he  supposes  to  be  imputed  to  himself  he 
turns  round  upon  others — and  upon  whom  does 
he  turn?  Upon  the  Judas  among  us,  if  there 
be  any?  No,  he  turns,  and  makes  an  accusar 
tion,  remote  from  the  subiect  before  the  House, 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
brings  forward  this  irrelevant  matter,  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  strike  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  must,  therefore,  tell  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  A.,  that  he  has  no\5lahn  to  our 
sympathies,  after  the  part  he  has  acted. 

Mr.  OooE,  of  Illinois,  rose.  I  must  confess^ 
said  he,  I  am  as  much  astonished  as  I  regret  the 
fact,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Y irginia 
saw  so  little  in  the  observations  of  other  gentle- 
men who  preceded  me  yesterday  in  aebate, 
which  tended  to  cast  a  shade  of  suspicion  over 
me.  The  gentleman  will  have  it  that  I  am  my 
own  accuser.  I  appeal  to  the  candor,  to  the 
honor,  to  the  justice  of  this  House,  whether 
several  gentlemen,  previous  to  my  Joiningin 
the  debate,  did  not  make  allusions  to  me.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  not 
have  understood  them  as  i  did;  but  I  (M.  quite 
sure  that  every  other  member,  or  almost  eveiy 
other  member,  did  understand  them  as  I  did. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Eentacky, 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  of  other 
ffentlemen — I  will  not  repeat  them — ^must  be 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House. 

I  think,  said  he,  it  must  be  within  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member,  that  the  Ohair  decided, 
yesterday^  that  it  was  proper  I  should  so  into  an 
investigation  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
committee,  because  such  an  imputation  had 
been  made  upon  me.  If  gentlemen  choose  to 
disclaim  the  allusion  to  me,  I  am  gratified  at 
their  doing  so.  But  the  remarks  of  gentlemen 
could  not  have  been  misunderstood.  They 
were  not  misunderstood.  What,  then,  was  my 
course?  To  sit  still,  and  permit  the  mantle 
of  disgrace  to  fkU  upon  me  without  resistance, 
and  without  attempting  to  demonstrate  that 
the  presumption  wnich  seems  to  be  indulged 
in  was  much  more  strongly  met  by  presump- 
tion of  a  different  character?  It  seenied  to 
me  that  the  tenor  of  all  the  observations  made 
yesterday,  as  I  understood  it^  and  as  I  was 
sure  every  member  of  the  House  understood  it^ 
was  to  cast  imputations  on  me.  It  was  asked  of 
me,  not  here  or  there,  but  everywhere.  Are 
you  ready  for  tlie  gallows  ?  I  was  glad  to  find 
the  question  put  to  me  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  that  they  universally  felt  a  contempt  and 
di^o;^  at  what  those  who  asked  it  supposed  to 
be  an  unfounded  and  ungenerous  attack  upon 
me.  I  brought  forward,  by  way  of  amendment^ 
that  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  sup- 
poses to  be  irrelevant  matter,  to  show  that  the 
presumption  of  guilt  was  elsewhere  than  with 
me.  I  adverted  to  what  I  considered  abuses, 
which,  if  proved,  would  show  that  the  presump- 
tion of  guilt  in  ttiis  matter  might  rest  elsewhere. 
As  for  we  sympathies  of  the  gentleman,  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  his  duuracter,  he  will  do  me  jus- 
tice ;  and  I  ask  for  no  sympathy  from  anybody 
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— ^bnt  for  lustice  merely.    For  four  years  that 
I  have  had  a  seat  here,  I  have  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  every  person  brought  b^ore  this 
House  will  receive  Justice  at  its  hands.    I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  sufficient  degree  of  independ- 
ence—manly independence — ^in  this  House  to 
secure  to  evety  man  justice.    I  ask  no  sympa- 
thy from  the  House.    I  stand  self-poised ;  and 
it  will  be  demonstrated  to  the  House,  if  the  in- 
vestigation 'i^oes  on,  that  I  have  good  reason  to 
stand  self-poised.    I  am  as  willing  as  any  mem- 
ber to  investigate  this  matter,  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  putting  off  the  investigation ;  for,  inde- 
pendently of  the  reasons  which  operated  unon 
others,  I  have,  growing  out  of  what  I  consider, 
unfounded  intimations,  a  personal  reason  to  de- 
sire an  early  and  full  investigation.    I  stated 
yesterday,  said  Mr.  0.,  and  I  do  it  to-day,  and  it 
is  certainly  not  my  wish  to  excite  feelings  of  an 
unpleasant  kind  anywhere ;  nor  did  I  think  it 
proper  that  yesterday  gentlemen  should  have 
entered  into  an  investigation  calculated  to  pre- 
judge the  matter;  but  when  debate  is  indulged 
in,  or  permitted  on  one  side,  which  is  calculated 
to  have  an  improper  effect  on  particular  mem- 
bers, those  at  least  who  are  aimed  at  have  a 
right  to  pursue  the  same  irregular  course,  with 
a  view  to  bring  truth  into  view,  that  improper 
prepossessions  may  not  be  formed ;  it  was  with 
that  view  that  I  stated  yesterday,  that  the  doc- 
uments connected  with  this  suMect  furnished 
intrinsic  evidence  that  a  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence, which  forms  the  body  of  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  was  not  sent  here  in 
compliance  with  the  call  made  on  my  motion 
at  the  last  session ;  and  I  made  the  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  d^owing  that,  from  this 
omission,  conclusions  might  be  drawn  at  least 
as  strong  as  from  theuncandid  statement  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  of  the  testimony  re- 
ported to  the  House.     The  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina,  last  evening,  seemed  to  dwell, 
and  lay  much  stress  upon  the  recollection  by 
Mr.  Dickine  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages which  he  acknowledges  to  have  erased. 
Now  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  Mr. 
Dickins  went  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  before  he  went  to  the 
committee,  and  examined  all  the  documents. 
Now,  this  is  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate  of  the  deamess  with  which  Mr, 
Dickins  speaks  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages erased,  and  recollects,  from  previous  exam- 
ination, what  passages  he  mark^  and  why  he 
marked  them.    I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Dickins 
'had  gone  to  the  Clerk's  office  to  make  an  alter- 
ation in  ^0  report;  and  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  thinks  it  uncandid  in  me  that  I 
did  not  state  the  object  of  that  alteration.    The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  that  I  was  present  at  all  the  ex- 
aminations of  Mr.  Dickins — 

Mr.  Saunders  explained.  K  the  gentleman 
was  present,  I  said,  when  the  nature  of  the  al- 
teration was  mentioned,  he  ought,  in  candor,  to 
have  stated  it  to  the  House. 


Mr.  Cook.  I  was  not  present,  and  therefon 
could  not  know  or  state  it.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  a  little  mi^aken,  too,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  questions  proposmd- 
ed  to  me  in  regard  to  the  author  of  A.  B^  (the  m- 
cusatory  letter  published  in  the  Washington  Re- 
publican.)   He  says  he  did  not  ask  me  who  A. 

B.  was.  He  certainly  will  remember  that  hs 
asked  me  if  I  knew  who  A.  B.  was.  In  tLit 
question  was  a  necessary  inclusion  of  the  qiui- 
tion,  who  was  the  person?  I  barely  mentkA 
this  to  correct  the  recollection  of  the  ffentlemsn 
from  North  Carolina,  who,  he  had  no  dispositiai 
to  believe,  would  intentionally  misrepresent  him. 
I  had  intended,  said  Mr.  C,  to  have  answ^ed 
some  of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  gende- 
man  from  Georgia — ^yes,  sir,  I  will  say  the  gentle- 
man from  Geoi^a;  but  the  gentleman  has  this 
morning  withdrawn  his  proposition,  and  I  ttask 
it  is  very  well  for  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  very  well  for  the  character  of  the  oonstitih 
tion  of  the  country  in  which  we  Hvei,  that  he 
has  done  so.  It  was  a  proposition  whicdi  I  could 
show  proposed  one  of  the  most  glaring  infrac- 
tions of  this  constitution  that  was  ever  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  this  House— a  prop- 
osition involving  the  highest  and  most  sacred 
rights  secured  to  this  House,  and  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
done  himself  some  credit  in  withdrawing  it.  [Mr. 

C.  made  a  remark  on  the  feeling  or  motive  in 
which  this  proposition  originated,  and  an  obser- 
vation on  Mr.  GiLMSB^s  allusions  to  the  transae* 
tions  of  last  session,  the  terms  of  which  escaped 
the  ear  of  the  reporter.]  I  hope,  said  Mr.  C,  that 
the  whole  matter  will  be  inquired  into,  and 
brought  before  the  House;  and  when  itia,! 
shall  be  able,  if  the  slightest  tinge  of  saspidaD 
yet  rests  on  the  mind  of  any  honorable  membtf 
of  the  House,  even  of  the  greatest  enemy  I  haTe 
in  the  House — and  I  have  some  whose  feelings 
are  very  strong  towards  me,  as  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  will  verify — I  will  bring  even  to 
them  such  demonstration  as  to  force  convictiosi 
that,  if  they  have  suspicions,  they  are  nnfomid- 
ed,  and  wi&out  the  least  justification  whatever. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that, 
at  the  time  he  submitted  the  motion,  now  paid- 
ing,  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  resohi- 
tion,  he  did  it  under  a  frdl  persuasion  that  die 
two  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolution  were 
utterly  disconnected.  As,  however,  his  frigid 
from  Virginia  had  appealed  to  him,  and  seemed 
to  think  tiiat  this  unprofitable  debate  would  be 
checked  by  withdrawing  the  amendment,  he 
would  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  to  amend  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolutioii 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  commencement  of  to-d^*s 


Mr.  McLans,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  express  Ms 
views  of  this  subject.  I  rise  not,  said  he,  to  ac- 
cuse any  one,  but  to  vindicate,  as  fiur  as  my  im- 
pressions go,  some  who  have  been  accused. 
With  rega^  to  the  member  from  Illinois,  we 
have  his  declarations  in  the  committee  and  in 
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this  HoTise  that  he  is  ft'ee  from  anj  imputation 
as  to  the  marking  or  suppression  d  this  paper ; 
and  his  declarations  are  conolnsive  nntil  proof 
be  produced  to  the  contrary;  and,  in  relation 
to  him,  I  shall  require  strong  proo&.  Whilst  I 
do  refrain  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  and  integrity  of  that  mem- 
ber, I  will  not  say  I  have  no  suspicions  as  to  any 
other  person ;  but  even  if  I  entertained  a  strong 
suspicion  of  the  g^nilt  of  any  other  person,  as 
seems  to  be  entertained  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  would  not  express  it  For, 
although  I  may  entertain  strong  impressions  as  to 
the  author  of  &e  act  referred  to,  yet,  as  I  may  be 
called  upon  in  a  much  more  important  way,  and 
on  fuller  testimony,  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
the  sutject,  I  should  feel  it  due  to  the  person 
whom  I  suspected  and  to  myself  to  preserve  my- 
self pure  fh>m  prejudice  and  commitment  upon 
the  question.  If  I  were  to  rise  in  the  House, 
and  express  the  opinion  that  this  or  that  man  is 
guilty,  I  could  not  trust  myself  again  to  pass 
upon  the  character  of  that  man«  The  House 
will  do  me  the  justice  (said  Mr.  MoLaks)  to  re- 
member that  I  gave  to  this  inquiry,  when  first 
proposed,  my  Am  and  free  sanction.  I  expressed 
my  belief  that  everybody  implicated  in  the  let- 
ter of  A.  B.  would,  upon  fall  inquiry,  be  ab- 
solved from  imputations  upon  them.  I  believe 
such  will  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  further 
inquiry,  and  that  the  object  of  the  person,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  who  made  these  charges,  will 
be  detected  and  exposed.  It  is  for  that  reason 
I  would  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  member 
trcftn  Illinois,  that  this  inquiry  may  be  pushed 
to  its  utmost  limit,  and  that  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  transaction  may  be  devel- 
oped. This  is  not  a  matter  originating  in  this 
Mouse— it  originated  out  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  say  that  any  member  of  this  House  is  the 
author  of  the  contemptible  productions  which 
have  given  rise  to  this  inquiry  and  this  discus- 
sion ;  but  it  has  been  forced  upon  us,  if  by  a 
member  of  this  House,  I  will  say  most  disrep- 
utably. For  if  any  member  of  this  House  does 
believe  that  any  department  or  public  officer 
has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,  he  has  an 
open  and  high-minded  course  to  pursue.  He 
cannot  become  an  anonymous  scribbler  in  a 
newspaper  without  derogating  from  his  charac- 
ter. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  writer  is 
Shope  and  trust  he  is  not)  a  member  of  this 
oase.  If  he  is,  he  has  taken  a  wron^  course, 
and  unwarrantably  produced  all  the  bitter  wa- 
ters which  have  flowed  from  it.  Let  us  not, 
said  Mr.  McL.,  forget  the  origin  of  this  inquiry. 
How  did  it  originate  ?  This  little  erasure,  which 
mav  have  originated,  as  from  my  soul  I  believe 
it  did  originate,  in  no  improper  motives — ^these 
little  marks  which  are  made  upon  this  paper, 
have  been  suffered  to  sleep  upon  the  records  for 
a  twelvemonth,  known  to  many  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  At  the  end  of  twelve  months,  when 
the  officer  who  had  the  records  in  his  possession 
is  no  more,  and  cannot  be  called  upon  to  g^ve  an 
account  of  them,  the  fact  is  brought  to  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House  by  accident,  purely.    It  ii 

Sublifihed  out  of  the  House,  accompanied  hj  a 
istinct  charge  inculpating  officers  oi  this  House 
with  having  suppressed  the  passage  in  question 
to  screen  an  individual  in  a  high  public  office. 
It  was  a  charge  which  tJie  persons  inculpated 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  before  the 
House.  The  House  instituted  a  committee  of 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  that  committee 
have  investiffated  it,  not  only  with  an  assiduity 
which  does  them  credit,  but  with  an  honorableL 
independent,  and  impartial  conduct^  which  will 
do  them  honor,  here  and  elsewhere.  They  have 
said  that  the  persons  dengned  to  be  implicated 
are  guiltless,  and  that  the  marks  were  not  made 
by  wem.  Now,  sir,  though  I  should  have  been 
unwilling  to  have  originated  this  inquiry,  and  re- 
gret that  the  subject  has  ever  been  agitc^^ed,  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  am  willing  to  go  on  with  iL 
and  I  will  not,  because  I  find  the  scent  which  I 
have  been  following  will  not  lead  me  to  the  den 
of  the  lion,  turn  round  and  refuse  to  foUow  it  to 
the  hole  of  the  fox.  The  very  reason  which 
brings  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  will  not  pursue  the  inquiry 
is  the  converse  of  the  reason  why  I  will  pursue  it.  , 
Mr.  Btkruno.  I  have  no  objection  to  pursa-  * 
inff  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  MoLaitk.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  opposed  to  the  in- 
quiry :  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
tnat  he  did  not  want  Uiis  inquiry,  because  he  was 
already  satisfied  who  did  this  tibing.  He  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  but  thought  it 
unnecessary  because  he  knew  who  made  these 
marks.  It  is  because  I  do  not  know  who  did 
it,  and  because  it  does  not  appear  before  the 
House  who  did  it,  that  I  think  the  inquiry  ought 
to  go  on.  And  it  is  because  that  honorable 
gentleman  has  thrown  the  weight  of  his  charac- 
ter and  influence  against  an  individual  who  is 
not  in  this  House,  and  who  has  no  means  of 
defending  himself  against  such  imputations,  that 
I  wish  the  inquiry  to  go  on.  I  make  no  charge 
against  anybody;  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  made  the  charge.  He  has  brought 
the  act  of  making  the  erasure  home  to  the  clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  whidi  he  has 
had  the  candor  to  say,  he  has  done  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  that  derk.  Hie 
gentleman  acquits  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  any  concern  with  the  transaction ;  and  I 
agree  with  him  that  the  character  of  that  officer 
stands  too  high  for  purity  and  lofty  integrity 
to  warrant  the  belief  of  his  having  had  any  con- 
nection with  any  transaction  whidi  proves  to  bo 
incorrect.  But,  is  there  any  proof  which  wiU 
warrant  the  House  in  saying  that  these  marks 
were  made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Treasu^  Depart- 
ment? None  whatever.  But,  if  I  were  to 
have  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  as  far  as  the  tes- 
timony goes,  strongly  the  reverse  of  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  do  not  think 
the  clerk  did  make  the  erasure.  He  might  have 
made  it,  and  with  ^^ood  motives,  too ;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  he  did  do  it    Let  us  look  at  the 
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natare  of  the  thing.  Here  is  a  call  made  upon 
a  department,  in  answer  to  which,  in  order  to 
itve  time,  the  original  papers  are  sent — and  I 
here  ask  the  gentleman  where  he  founds  his 
chai^  of  an  unwarrantable  libertr. taken  with 
the  documents  of  this  House?  Had  we,  sir, 
any  thing  to  do  with  those  documents  before 
thej  came  here  ?  Oertainlj  not ;  thej  were  in 
the  possession  and  under  the  control  of  the 
head  of  the  Department  You  make  a  call  on 
the  Department,  and  it  is  competent  to  it  to 
send  70U  tibe  originals  or  copies ;  and  this  fSeu^t, 
which  spoke  conyiction  to  my  mind,  from  the 
first  agitation  of  this  matter,  is  condusiYe— that, 
so  fiir  from  anj  intention  to  suppress  an/  part 
of  the  documents,  there  was  eyinced,  in  sending 
the  ordinal  letters,  a  disposition  to  open  the 
whole  flood  of  information  to  you*  Now,  sup- 
pose these  marks  were  made  at  theTr^unur 
Department — ^and  here  Mr.  HqLakb  remarked, 
that  gentiemen  seemed  to  be  shocked  at  the 
anggestion  that  A.  B.,  or  0.  D.,  made  these  marks, 
but  thought  nothing  of  laying  it  to  this  or  that, 
other  person.  Now,  I  say,  continued  he,  that 
these  marks  may  have  been  made,  if  they  were 
made  at  the  Treasuiy  Department,  for  the  most 
'  innocent  purpose.  W  as  it  not  competent  to  the 
Department  to  send  you  copies  instead  of  the 
originals  ?  Undoubtedly ;  that  would  have  been 
the  regular  course.  Was  it  not  competent  to 
the  Department  to  send  you  copies  of  parts  of 
letters  t  Undoubtedly ;  for  what  is  the  nature 
of  ^our  calls  upon  Denartments  for  information  t 
It  IS,  tiiat  they  ^oula  send  you  all  the  informa- 
tion material  to  the  subject  of  the  calL  which 
can  be  communicated  connstently  with  the  pub- 
lic good.  As  to  what  may  or  may  not  be  ma- 
terial or  relevant  to  the  call,  the  head  of  the 
Department  must  exercise  a  sound  and  honest 
discretion.  Suppose,  in  the  ezerdse  of  such  a 
discretion,  the  l^easury  Department  had  sent 
you  copies  of  these  documents,  and  deeming 
this  letter,  and  the  others  which  were  marke£ 
to  be  immaterial  and  irrelevant  to  the  calL  haa 
left  them  out  entirely :  how  then  ?  Ooola  you 
have  imputed  an  improper  motive!  or  would 
you  not,  if  you  entertained  a  different  oninion, 
require  the  papers  to  be  sent,by  a  new  ana  more 
specific  can,  as  the  member  from  Illinois  actually 
did  call  for  other  documents  connected  with  the 
same  subject,  which  were  not  sent  in  pursuance 
of  the  first  ciaU?  Now,  said  he,  let  us  go  one 
step  further.  Instead  of  copies,  the  orisinal 
papers  were  sent  What  do  the  brackets  which 
are  known  to  have  been  made  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  others,  if  they  were  made 
there,  designate  ?  That  the  passages  thus  marked 
were  not  material  to  the  call.  The  member 
frxHn  Illinois,  who  made  the  call  for  these  pa- 

Sers — ^who  wanted  the  information — ^he  himself 
id  not,  when  he  saw  these  marks,  at  the  last 
aesaion,  deem  them  material— 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  did  not  deem  them  of 
sufificient  importance  to  be  the  subject  of  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  MoIiAZiiB  said  he  had  not  at  all  misunder- 


stood the  member.  If  he  did  not  deem  them 
of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  the  sulject  to 
the  House,  they  could  not  have  l^en,  in  his  view, 
material ;  if  the  suppression  of  the  paper  was 
deemed  immaterial,  the  paper  itself  could  not 
have  been  supposed  matenaL  He  proceeded 
then  to  make  one  or  two  remarks,  whic^  went 
to  satisfy  him,  although  these  maris  might  have 
been  innocently  made  by  the  derk  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  that  tiiiey  were  not  made  liy 
that  person.  It  is  an  affidr  of  roecnlatiGiii 
merely,  said  he,  and  if  I  should  be  thon^t,  is 
making  this  declaration,  to  insinuate  anj  ttaog 
against  any  member  of  this  House  I  would  not 
make  it  In  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  McLb, 
you  find  that  in  cases  where  letters  are  actual^ 
marked  by  the  clerl^  he  marks  them  with 
brackets,  and  with  the  word  ^*' cut-in.  the  mar- 
gin. The  word  does  not  occur  on  the  manpD 
of  the  particular  letter  in  question.  Whenthis 
clerk  marks  passages  for  the  purpose  of  haring 
them  omitted,  he  marks  the  word  ^'out  ^  upon 
them.  I  beg  the  House  to  reflect  on  the 
suggestion  which  I  now  make,  and  see  how  im- 
portant it  is,  when  a  charj^  is  attempted  to  be 
brought  home  to  an  individual  on  the  ground  of 
criminality,  to  view  it  in  a  correct  li^t  When 
the  clerk  marks  this  word  *^  cut  '*  on  these  docu- 
ments, to  whom  is  the  intimaticm  given  whidi 
that  word  conveys  ?  Is  it  to  the  printer!  No^ 
it  is  to  this  House.  If  the  document  had  gone 
from  tiiie  Treasury  to  the  printing  office,  it  would 
have  been  dififerent.  But  the  documents  w^eze 
sent  to  you,  and  the  marks  were  put  upon  them 
for  your  use.  Here  are  the  papers  for  y  ou^  aays 
this  officer ;  here  is  all  the  infonnation  we  have 
on  the  subject ;  we  send  you  the  orig^nals^  the 
more  speedily  to  answer  your  call,  but  we  sug- 
gest to  your  discretion  whether  it  would  be 
propef  to  print  these  particular  passages.  It  is 
to  you.  then,  that  the  word  *^Mtt"  is  addresaed, 
wi&i  the  corresponding  brackets.  But  oa  ex- 
amining the  marked  passage  on  A  5,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  so  mudb  speculadon,  we  find 
the  word  "  out "  is  not  there.  There  is  another 
strong  circumstance  about  that  letter,  whidi 
carries  to  my  mind  conclusive  testimony  that 
the  pencil  marks  were  not  made  at  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  that  is,  that  the  only  words  whldi 
can,  by  any  possibility  of  construction,  be  con- 
sidered material,  are  underscored,  not  by  pencil 
marks,  nor,  as  mr  as  I  can  judge,  from  awear- 
anoes,  by  the  writer  of  the  letter.  Now,  I  ask, 
whether,  on  an  officer  of  any  department  send* 
ing  a  paper  here,  any  part  of  wMch  is  intended 
to  be  suppressed,  it  is  at  all  likely  he  would  have 
made  a  broad  and  obvious  underscoring  of  the 
particular  passage,  with  a  view  to  bring  those 
words  conclusively  and  immediately  to  the  pub- 
lic eye  ?  I  think  not,  ear.  I  should  never  con- 
ceive that  any  individual,  who  meant  to  sup- 
press a  paper,  or  part  of  a  paper,  would  make 
indelible  marks  upon  it,  not  to  erase  or  to  con- 
ceal it,  but  to  place  it  in  bolder  relief.  If  it 
had  not  been  so  marked,  it  might,  and  probably 
would,  have  escaped  obaervation  entirely.    You 
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mnst  then  penaade  me  that  this  derk  in  the 
TreaBiinr  Department  is  made  of  different  m*- 
tcoials  from  other  men;  that  when  he  has  a 
tnoUve  and  an  ohjeot  in  yiew,  he  aooomplishes 
it  in  a  different  manner  from  other  men ;  and 
that,  when  he  means  to  snppress  any  thing,  he 
makes  it,  with  that  yiew.  more  conspicnonsf 
The  honorahle  gentleman  from  New  York  says 
be  18  satisfied,  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  fur- 
ther inquiry.     If  the  testimony  was  sufficient 
to  satisiy  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork — ^to  whom  I  imnnte  no  motiye,  helieving 
he  only  made  this  declaration  in  proper  candor 
— ^if  the  evidence  was  sufficient  for  nim,  it  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  committee  who  examined 
the  matter.    And,  let  me  say,  if  the  evidence 
had  heen  such  as  to  induce  the  expression  of  a 
beUef  hy  them,  the  committee  were  bound — 
more  especially  as  the  omission  to  express  such 
an  opinion  would  give  rise  to  imputations  else- 
where ;  more  especially  as  they  must  see  that 
Bospicion  would  fall  npon  members  of  Oongress. 
amongst  others — it  became  their  absolute  and 
positive  duty  to  express  their  opinion,  if  they 
nad  been  able  to  form  one,  of  the  author  of  the 
erasore.    Acting  nnder  this  sense  of  imperlons 
duty,  knowing  that  if  they  even  remain  sUent, 
an  imputation  might  be  drawn  frt>m  it,  thev 
have  said,  with  that  sense  of  honor  which 
characterizes  the  report,  that  they  have  no  proof 
to  satisfy  them  who  made  the  erasure  in  fetter 
(A  5.)    I  cannot  satisfy  myself  on  the  subject, 
flud  Mr.  McL.,  that  either  this  or  tiiat  person 
did  it  ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  give  the 
greatest  possible  scope  to  this  inquiry.    When 
me  proofii  come  before  me,  I  shall  examine 
them  with  an  impartial  eye ;  I  shall  form  an 
impartial  opinion.    If  I  believe  that  the  ma/rJa 
were  made  with  an  innocent  intention,  and  that 
the  maker  of  them  was  in  no  manner  connected 
with  the  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  con- 
vert them  into  imputations  of  g^t,  I  shall  be 
satisfied  to  let  the  matter  rest ;  but  if^  in  the 
course  of  the  in<ra^*v,  the  act  shall  be  fastened 
upon  any  individual  with  motives  of  gmlt,  or 
who  has  since  lent  himself  to  the  improper  use 
which  has  been  made  of  it,  I  will  extend  the 
power  of  this  House  as  far  as  it  will  go  to 
punish  him. 

Ifr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  his  con- 
dnct  on  this  floor,  he  had  no  rule  of  action  but  to 
pursue  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  to  the 
pnblic.  He  would  vote  for  any  inquiry  which 
was  likely  to  lead  to  beneficial  consequences. 
Bat,  if  he  thought  any  proposed  inquiry  would 
not  have  that  result,  he  would  not  vote  for  it. 
He  saw  no  advantage  which  could  flow  from 
frirther  proseontion  of  the  particular  inquiry  now 
before  toe  House.  He  obiected,  besides,  to  com- 
mitting an  inqniry  into  the  management  of  the 
ftmds  of  the  United  States,  and  into  the  making 
of  this  mark,  to  the  same  committee.  The  sub- 
jects were  distinct  and  not  compatible,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  go  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. In  the  case  of  Jonn  Anderson,  when  a 
contempt  was  conmiitted  against  the  House 


through  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was  that 
committee  charged  with  the  inquiry  into  that 
matter?  Certainly  not  Mr.  S.  was  opposed, 
for  reasons  of  this  nature,  to  the  form  of  the 
resolution.  But  he  was  opposed  to  frurther  in- 
quiry respecting  these  markis  for  another  reason. 
He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Dickins 
did  make  the  erasure  in  A  5,  as  well  as  the 
others,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  make 
them,  and  that  no  blame  properly  attached  to 
him  or  any  one  on  the  occanon.  Examininff  the 
shape,  direction,  and  curves  of  the  marks,  nrom 
which  only,  iu  the  absence  of  direct  testimony, 
an  opinion  could  be  formed,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  same  person  made  the  dis- 
puted mark  who  made  the  others.  Lay  the 
marks  across  one  another,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  their  inclinations  are  the  same,  and  the 
angles  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  cross 
lines,  as  weU  as  the  form  and  turn  of  the 
brackets,  were  either  precisely  or  nearly  the 
same  in  the  marks  acknowledged  to  have  been 
made  by  that  derk,  as  iu  the  others.  From  dl 
the  circumstances,  Mr.  S.  drew  the  condusioa 
that  Mr.  Dickins  did  make  these  marks.  He 
wished,  therefore,  no  further  examination.  The 
House  had  the  examination  of  Mr.  Dickins, 
thrice  taken,  and  it  had  the  documents  them- 
selves; and  he  could  not  conceive  why  any 
other  information  on  the  subject  should  be 
thought  desirable.  Mr.  S.  further  considered 
Mr.  Dickins  as  having  made  these  marks  when 
he  had  a  right  to  make  them.  The  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  these  documents,  called 
for  copies  of  certain  contracts  with  banks,  Ac, 
and  all  the  information  ^'relative  thereto ; ''  that 
is,  for  so  mudi  of  the  correspondence  witlv  the 
banks  as  relates  to  these  contracts.  Did  that 
resolution,  then,  require  the  Secretary  to  furnish 
the  whole  of  every  letter  in  which  this  subject 
is  mentioned  ?  Mr.  S.  contended  not  Suppose 
a  letter  embraced  several  very  important  sub- 
jects :  there  could  be  no  reason  why  more  of  it 
should  be  communicated  than  the  particular 
part  which  relates  to  tiie  subject  of  the  calL 
ay  the  arrangements  at  the  Treasury,  it  ap- 
peared that  this  clerk  had  this  branch  of  tiie 
busiuesB  of  the  office  under  his  control,  and  that 
he  made  the  selection  of  the  papers  called  for, 
and  arranged  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  sent  to  the  House — ^iu  doing  which  he 
made  these  pencil  marks  on  the  passages  which 
he  considered  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  It  had  been  siud  that 
the  disputed  erasure  did  relate  to  the  object  of 
the  calL  Mr.  S.  was  not  satisfled  that  it  did — 
but,  whether  or  not,  it  was  not  withheld  from 
this  House,  nor  conceaJed  from  the  House,  but 
frdly  in  its  possession.  And,  said  he,  are  we  to 
infer  criminality  from  the  testimony  of  this 
gentleman!  Certainly  not;  for  if  he  made  these 
marks,  he  was  as  perfectiv  justifiable  as  he  was  in 
making  the  other  marks,  and  there  was  no 
criminality  in  it.  Mr.  S.  here  read  some  extracts 
from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  commenting 
upon  it  as  he  went  along.    He  oonduded  by 


488 


ABBIDGMBNT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R,] 


8iippr99tim  <ff  PtMe  Doeumeidt, 


[FBBS0.4Br,  1821 


saying  that  he  found  it  to  be  hifl  dntj  to  oppose 
this  resolution ;  dedaring  that  if  any  gentleman 
would  bring  forward  an  inquiry  into  the  other 
subject  embraced  in  this  resolution,  separately, 
he  should  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Maryland,  made  some  ex- 
planatory observations,  which  it  was  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  reporter  not  to  be  able  to  hear  dis- 
tinctly. He  states,  therefore,  only  what  he 
heard.  Mr.  W.  denied  that  he  wished  to  call 
A.  B.  to  account  before  this  House,  as  he  was 
most  abominably  misrepresented  in  the  Wash- 
ington Republican  to  have  wished  to  do.  Mr. 
W.  took  some  notice  of  Mr.  Oook^s  remarks  (of 
yesterday)  in  reply  to  him.  I  did  not  wish  to 
impugn  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  W.  I  had  an  esteem  for  him,  for  I  had 
discovered  in  him  talents  and  an  independent 
spirit.  I  did  not  wish  to  implicate  him,  but  I 
told  him  that  appearances  were  such,  that,  if  he 
were  my  own  son,  he  ought,  in  mj  opinion,  for 
his  own  sake,  to  demand  an  investigation.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  era- 
sure ;  but  I  did  say,  that  there  were  circum- 
stances developed  by  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  conmiittee,  which  would  cast  a  shade  of  sus- 
picion over  him,  such  as  I  hoped  would  be  re- 
moved by  a  further  inquiry.  Whilst  I  am  a 
member  of  this  House,  said  Mr.  W.  (in  reference 
to  an  expression  of  Mr.  Stebliko),  I  shall  dare 
to  do  whatever  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do;  but  I 
shall  never  do  what  is  contrary  either  to  duty 
or  to  honor.  I  wiU  never  refuse  to  any  gentle- 
man atonement  for  his  violated  rights,  and  I  am 
always  within  the  reach  of  any  man  of  honor. 
Mr.  W.  made  some  remarks  on  the  allusion 
Yesterday  made  to  his  age,  intimating  that  age 
had  not  yet  dimmed  any  of  his  faculties,  or 
quenched  his  feelings  as  a  man.  He  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  had  no  idea  the  gentleman  from 
lUinois  would  draw,  from  his  remarks  yesterday, 
any  other  inference,  than  that  circumstances  were 
such  as  ought  to  induce  him,  for  his  own  sake, 
to  urge  an  investigation  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Rbid,  of  Georgia,  said  he  bad  refrained 
from  this  discussion,  so  far,  because  he  could 
not  see  any  beneficicd  purpose  it  could  answer  to 
engage  in  it.  Whether  this  mark  was  made 
with  a  mischievous  intention,  or  who  was  the 
writer  of  A.  B.  he  considered  as  matters  of  little 
importance.  If  there  had  been  any  conspiracy 
between  the  persons  who  marked  the  document, 
and  the  one  who  wrote  A.  B.,  it  had  wholly 
fftiled  in  its  purpose ;  the  project  had  met  the 
fate  it  deserved.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
said  he,  is  an  ample  acquittal  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  and  a  triumphant  vindication  of  the 
Beo^tary  of  the  Treasury.  All  attempts  against 
that  officer  will  end,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  they 
heretofore  ended  on  this  floor,  to  his  honor,  and 
the  discomfiture  of  his  enemies.  But,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  because, 
the  fact  appearing  that  this  document  has  been 
mutilated,  apparentlv  subsequent  to  its  coming 
into  the  possession  of  this  House,  the  question 
by  whom,  and  with  what  intentions  it  has  been 


done,  deserved  to  be  investigated.  His 
object  in  rising,  however,  was,  to  add  a  few 
words  to  what  had  been  so  condusivelj  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  respecting  one 
of  the  derks  in  the  Treasury  DepartmeaU  It 
has  been  intimated  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  Mr.  Dickins  was  the  auth<»'  of 
the  erasure,  and  that  he  has  contradicted  him- 
self in  his  testimony.  If  the  House  will  attaid 
for  a  moment,  I  will  make  it  appear  that  then 
never  was  testimony  more  pure,  more  perfecdy 
impartial,  more  every  way  satLafactoiy,  than  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins.  Mr.  B.  exanuDfid 
and  compared  the  diflferent  passages  in  Mr. 
Dickins*s  testimony,  commenting  upon  them  as 
he  went  along  to  show  that  his  evidence  was 
not  only  dear  but  ^itirely  consistent  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  do  thus  much,  said  Mr.  IL, 
because  the  cnaracter  of  ^.  Dickins  has  been 
assailed,  and,  though  I  am  ignorant  of  the  peroon 
of  that  gentieman,  I  understand  him  to  be  an 
excellent  man  and  an  intelligent  officer.  B^ore 
he  sat  down  Mr.  B.  intimated  to  the  gentleman 
who  proposed  to  refer  this  inquiry  to  Uie  former 
committee,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  attain  his  object.  The  former  committee  was 
dissolved  by  the  fact  of  its  report  upon  the  whc4e 
subject  committed  to  it ;  and  committees  can 
only  be  appointed  in  two  modes,  by  the  Speaker 
or  by  ballot.  A  committee  cannot  be  legiaibited 
into  office,  or  revived,  by  resolution. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia,  did  not,  in  rising, 
mean  to  obtrude  any  remarks  of  his  on  the  main 
subject  of  debate.  But  he  thought  he  owed  it 
to  himself  and  his  colleague,  to  take  some  slight 
notice  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  fr-om  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  That  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  course  of  his  vindication  of 
another  member  of  the  House,  seemed  to  think 
that,  to  vindicate  one  character,  it  was  neoeasary 
to  attack  another — 

Mr.  Steblino,  of  New  York,  (in  explanation.} 
I  did  not  attack  the  character  of  any  <me ;  ana 
if  I  was  understood  as  attacking  the  character  of 
any  one,  I  was  misunderstood.  On  the  contrary, 
I  spoke  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Gnjuut,)  as  high-minded  and  honorable.  1  had 
not  the  remotest  inteiltion  in  any  degree  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  him. 

Mr.  Tattnall  uud  he  was  very  much  gi«d- 
fied  by  this  explanation  of  the  gentleman,  as  fiur 
as  it  went;  but,  said  he,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  t^ere  calculated,  in  my  estimation,  to 
affect  the  character  of  my  colleague  for  candiM: 
and  fair  dealing.  It  may  be  officious  in  me  to 
interfere — ^I  know  it  is  the  disposition  of  siy 
colleague  to  treat  such  matters  li^tly,  when  he 
is  disposed  not  to  notice  them  personally.  He 
is  willing,  in  such  cases,  to  let  them  pass  bj 
without  notice;  but  I  cannot  hear  a  remark 
calculated  to  affect  the  reputation  of  afrieiibd, 
without  saying  somethinff  of  it.  I  wish,  sua 
Mr.  T.,  that  those  who  throw  out  insinuations 
against  others,  were  always  above  them  ^em- 
selves;  that  those  who  suspect  others,  were 
always  free  from  suspicions  themsdves;  that| 
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*^Nrhen  we  feel  it  improper  to  throw  out  iDsinoa- 
^ons  against  oUiera,  we  shonld  not  ourselves  in- 
dulge in  doing  it.  The  recollection  of  the  gentle- 
xniin  from  New  York,  I  snspect,  is  good ;  it  must 
"be  very  bad  indeed,  if  he  does  not  recollect  that, 
freanentlj,  daring  the  last  session,  at  this  session, 
peroaps  this  very  day,  when  the  Department| 
an  inquiry  into  whose  conduct  is  now  before  ns, 
^was  in  question,  he  has  thrown  out  insinuations, 
4k<x.    Mr.  T.  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
always  culpable  to  throw  out  insinuations.  Not 
00.  If  a  person  throws  out  insinuations  whidi  he 
*will  support,  and  which  he  is  ready  to  put  in  the 
shape  of  a  charge,  he  acts  correctly,  upon  his 
proper  responsibility.    My  colleague,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  yesterday,  went  so  far  as  that,  and  would 
have  gone  £Eurther,  if  he  had  been  permitted  by 
the  Chair.    JBe  at  least  has  not  been  g^Uty  of 
the  vihispen  which  were  spoken  of  yesterday. 
He  is  not  one  of  the  whisperers ;  and  in  truUi 
they  were  not  whispers  that  I  have  heard,  but 
loud  insinuations.  There  have  been  no  whispers 
about  the  matter,  unless  among  those  whose 
direct  agency  in  agitating  this  matter  has  been 
kept  so  profound  a  secret.    My  object  in  rising, 
however,  was  not  to  add  to  the  feelings  of  ex- 
citement which  this  discussion  has  generated, 
but  to  repel  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
respecting  my  colleague. 

Mr.  SriazLmch,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  gentleman  from  (jleorgia  ^ould 
think  it  necessary  to  rise  in  defence  of  nis  friend, 
from  a  supposed  attack  upon  him.  The  gentle- 
man must,  sidd  Mr.  8.,  have  most  grossly  misun- 
derstood me.  I  meant  no  such  attack — ^I  made 
none.    I  did  express  my  deep  regret  that  that 

gentleman  should  have  introduced  into  this 
ouse  a  proposition  so  fraught  with  dangerous 
principles,  as  that  which  was  embraced  in  his 
amenament.    I  did  also  express  my  regret,  in 
language  which  I   thought  decorous,  at  the 
manner  of  the  gentleman^s  allusion  to  a  member 
of  the  Senate.    I  have  no  recollection  of  using 
any  other  language  to  the  gentleman  than  that 
of  respect.  I  am  again  charged,  said  Mr.  S.,  with 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;   and  even  the  incidents  of  the  last 
session  are  appealed  to,  to  support  the  charge. 
I  disclaim  any  intention  to  attack  either  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  clerk  in  the 
Treasury  Department     Distorted  must  have 
been  my  language,  if  I  was  otherwise  under- 
stood than  as  I  now  speak.    I  was  astonished  at 
the  solemn  appeal  made  to  the  House  on  this 
occasion,  and  more  so  by  the  intimation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  I  had  disqualified 
myself  from  voting  upon  any  question  which 
may  hereafter  arise  in  this  House  on  the  matter. 
The  gentleman  should  recollect  that  I  reserved 
my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  transaction.  I  did,  when  up  before, 
DO  more  than  assert,  directly,  that  which  he 
stated  by  way  of  supposition ;  for  he  himself 
said,  that  the  Olerk  who  made  the  other  marks 
inight  have  made  the  disputed  mark.    I  did 
mean  to  take  the  same  grounds  as  the  gentle- 


man himself  but  more  directly.  So  much  for 
the  Olerk.  I  am  a  young  member  of  this  House, 
said  Mr.  S.,  comparatively  with  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  him  on  one  point,  which  I  consider  as 
essentially  connected  with  the  character,  inde- 
pendence, and  integrity  of  this  House,  viz :  that, 
when  a  caU  is  made  for  information  from  any 
Department  for  the  use  of  this  House,  that  De- 
partment is  not  bound  to  give  the  whole  of  the 
information  called  for ;  that  it  may  give  a  part 
of  it  and,  if  we  are  not  satisfied,  we  may  sub- 
mit a  second  call  for  the  remainder — 

Mr.  MoLanb  explained.  His  doctrine  was. 
that  a  Department  was  not  required,  by  any  call 
for  information  upon  any  subject,  to  send  any 
more  of  its  papers  or  records  than  was  pertinent 
to  the  object  of  the  calL 

Mr.  STEBLiKa  resumed.  If  the  gentleman 
meant  all  that  was  pertinent,  why  did  he  speak 
of  a  second  call,  and  refer  to  the  case  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  at  the  last  session?  My 
views  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  different 
from  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 
If  a  head  of  a  Department  is  called  upon  for  the 
whole  of  the  information  in  that  Department^ 
then  he  is  to  submit  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence connected  with  it.  If  he  does  not,  he  is 
bound  to  state  why  he  does  not  conununicate 
the  whole  of  it,  so  as  not  to  leave  the  House  under 
an  impression  that  the  whole  has  been  com- 
municated. Such  was  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  at  the  last  session,  in  a  par- 
ticular case.  A  call  was  made  upon  him  for 
certain  documents ;  he  communicated  a  part  of 
them,  informing  the  House^  that  there  were  more 
behind,  and  the  remainder  was  called  for.  The 
gentleman  has  stated,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that  this 
matter  was  forced  upon  the  House.  And  how 
does  he  say  it  was  forced  upon  us  ?  By  the  con- 
temptible scribbling  of  an  anonymous  writer? 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  an  honorable  and  distinguish- 
ed member  made  a  statement  in  this  House, 
that  there  had  been  a  suppression  of  a  part  of  a 
public  document,  and  that  it  had  been  fraudu- 
lentiy  and  wron^nlly  done.  It  was  in  relation 
to  that  charge  of  suppression,  and  not  the  con- 
temptible scribbling  he  speaks  0^  that  the  in- 
quiry was  instituted ;  and  I  am  utterly  astonished 
that  so  much  heat  and  zeal  should  be  displaced 
here  in  regard  to  that  newspaper  publication. 
The  question  is.  has  there  been  a  suppression  of 
an  important  document;  and,  if  so,  who  made 
it  ?  and  I  do  not  see  how  that  question  involves 
the  inquiry,  who  wrote  an  anonymous  letter  in 
a  newspaper  ?  I  hope,  sir,  this  unfortunate  dis- 
cussion may  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  in  better 
temper  than  it  has  ^n  conducted. 

m.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  differed  from  what 
appeared  to  be  the  great  m^ority  of  the  House* 
I  mean,  said  he,  to  vote  against  the  resolution 
altogether.  I  was  uiduced,  by  the  respect  which 
I  felt  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  give  my  vote 
for  raising  the  first  committee.  I  was  induced 
to  think  it  might  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to  him 
to  appoint  the  oonmiittee;  but  my  own  impres- 
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sioD  was,  that  the  subject  had  none  of  that  char- 
acter of  importance  which  has  been  given  to  it. 
I  considered  that  this  omission,  which  was  called 
a  suppression,  was  made  by  accident,  or  fi'om 
a  harmless  misconception  of  the  character  of  the 
papers.  When  it  was  understood  that  tiie  whole 
matter  said  to  have  been  suppressed  had  been 
communicated  to  the  House ;  when  it  was  as- 
certained that)  connected  with  the  matter  said 
to  have  been  suppressed,  was  nothing  of  any 
importance  whatsoever;  he  was  confirmed  in 
the  impression  that  the  marking  was  the  result 
of  accident  or  inadvertence,  lids  opinion  was 
ratified  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, that  there  had  been  in  this  case  no 
culpable  or  wilful  intention,  on  the  part  of  any- 
bodv,  to  deceive  the  House,  by  making  these 
marks.  He  was  satisfied  of  this,  and  that  the 
fhrther  prosecution  of  this  inquiry  would  tend 
in  no  respect  to  develop  the  obscurity  which 
exists  as  to  the  author  of  these  marks,  nor  in  any 
other  respect  afiford  information  of  any  value  to 
the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Greorgia  (Mr.  Bsid)  says 
he  neither  knows  nor  cares  who  is  the  author 
of  the  anonymous  publication  in  the  newspaper : 
I  understood  him  also  to  say—and  if  he  did  not 
say  it,  I  do — ^that  he  neither  knew  nor  cared 
who  was  the  author  of  the  erasure  in  the  docu- 
ment. I  care  not,  because  there  is  nothing  of 
any  importance  connected  with  it,  that  I  have 
been  able  to  discover.  Unless  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  matter  is  important,  why  should  we 
inquire  further  into  it?  Mr.  Dickins  has  ac- 
knowledged that  he  made  some  of  the  marks  in 
these  documents.  Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  consid- 
er the  part  erased  in  letter  A  5,  quite  as  imma- 
terial as  some  of  the  passages  which,  by  the  ac- 
baowledgment  of  Mr.  Didcins,  he  actually  did 
mark.  But,  before  I  undertake  to  censure  a 
person  for  doing  any  particular  act,  I  must  be 
satisfied  that  he  has  acted  wrongfully ;  that  the 
act  that  he  has  done  is  important,  and  further, 
that  the  act  itself  was  occasioned  by  improper 
motives.  Not  being  so  satisfied,  I  see  no  oc- 
canon  to  pursue  the  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  person  who  made  these  marks. 
But,  if  I  did  believe  it  important  to  pursue  the 
inquiry,  in  order  to  discover  the  author  of  these 
marks,  I  must  yet  acknowledge  that  I  cannot 
see  how  any  further  inquiry  could  lead  to  the 
^dosure  of  the  person  who  made  the  marks. 
I  will  not  say  wnat  is  my  opinion  as  to  who 
made  the  marks,  but  I  think  any  one  who  will 
take  up  the  documents,  will  be  satisfied  that  no 
process  of  examination  can  fix  it  upon  any  per^ 
son  more  strongly.  I  have  heard  some  gen- 
tlemen express  a  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  know 
who  is  the  author  of  A.  B.  That  is  to  me  a 
matter  entirely  unimportant.  I  do  not  discover 
in  that  production  the  evidences  of  such  turpi- 
tude as  some  attach  to  it.  If  I  was  sure,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  written  by  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  was  connected  with  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  turpitude  that  can  be  imaging  to  belong 
to  it,  I  do  not  see  that  this  House  has  any  thing 


to  do  with  it.    Are  we  to  constitnte  ooTBelveB 
Jurors  to  incuire  who  is  the  author  of  any  ■■- 
ony  mous  publication  concerning  public  men  f  If 
so,  before  the  question  is  settled,  which  this  in- 
quiry is  supposed  to  bear  upon,  we  shall  discover 
a  great  many  publications  which  it  will  be  sa 
incumbent  on  us  to  inquire  into  as  the  presaot 
case.    If  the  reputations  of  persons  in  omce  are 
attacked,  they  must  seek  their  remedy  in  the 
same  way  as  other  citizens.    There  is  no  otiier 
road  for  them.    I  have  heardi  it  suggested,  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  that  the  auUior  of  A.  B.  k  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  every 
member  of  Congress,  who  knows  he  is  not  the 
author  of  it,  is  bound  to  find  out  who  the  anfhor 
is,  that  reprobation  may  not  rest  upon  lumselt 
This  is  a  principle,  sir,  which  I  cannot  support 
I  do  not  feel  that  I,  being  a  member  of  CoDgress, 
am  bound  to  exonerate  myself  firom  the  cham 
of  writiDg  that  letter,  any  more  than  I  shomd 
do  if  it  were  sud  a  citizen  of  New  York  had 
written  it,  I  being  a  citizen  of  New  Tork.    I  do 
not  ibiak  that  it  is  justifiable  to  make  the  inquiry 
for  the  author  of  that  letter,  or  that  we  have 
either  the  power  or  the  right  to  do  it     If  gen- 
tlemen contemplate  such  an  inquiry,  I  should 
object  at  least  to  the  present  form  of  that  in- 
quiry, because  the  object  is  not  expressly  stated 
on  the  face  of  the  proposition.    I  wish  it  to  be 

Sut  there  that  we  may  decide  seriously  and  nn- 
erstandingly  the  principle  how  far  tliis  House 
has  the  power  to  ferret  out  anonymous  writers. 
With  these  views,  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  being  unnecessary ;  because  there  is 
no  object  woruiy  of  inquiry  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  because  if  there  was,  we  could  never 
arrive  at  any  more  certain  conclusion  than  we 
have  come  to  now. 

ISt.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  the  gentleman  last  up ;  and 
quoted  a  passage  from  the  letter  of  A.  B.  to  show 
uiat  it  contained  gross  imputations  of  bdng  ^^  in- 
fatuated with  party  zeal^'  on  a  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  What,  asked  he,  is  meant 
by  this?  Are  we  divided  into  factions?  Are 
we  mere  partisans?  He  conceived  this  was  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  however  lightly  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  might  think  of  it 
What  was  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  compared 
to  this  ?  Yet  wespent  four  or  five  days  over  that 
Are  we  not  all  implicated  in  this  charge  of  being 
"  infatuated  with  party  zeal  ?'  Yes,  sir,  we  are. 
Mr  Cbahbkbs.  What  is  the  question,  Mr. 
Speaker? 

Mr.  Bhea  said  he  believed  the  real  question 
with  that  gentleman  was  a  desire  to  adjourn,  as 
he  was  remarkable  for  motions  about  adjourn- 
ment and  earlier  hours  of  meeting,  &c.  How- 
ever, he  would  proceed  with  what  he  was  say- 
ing. It  appeared  by  the  unanimous  report  of 
the  committee  of  inquiry,  that  Gales  &  Seaton 
were  entirely  exculpated  from  the  charge  of 
suppressing  the  passages  in  question;  but,  sir, 
said  he,  is  this  House  exculpated?  No,  sir; 
and  so  long  as  the  transaction  shall  remain  un- 
explained and  unproved,  so  long  will  it  remain 
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a  matter  of  suspioion  here;  he  vonld  therefore 
vote  for  the  resolution,  for  ftir&er  investigatioii, 
that  the  person  vho  conmutted  the  act  might^ 
if  possible,  be  found  out;  he  would  rote  for  the 
inquiry,  lest  it  should  be  said  there  was  a  dis- 
position in  the  House  to  screen  somebody  or 
other. 

Mr.  Bbsokxhbedgs^  of  Eentuckv,  said,  as  a 
member  of  the  late  committee  of  inquiry,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  which  that  committee  was 
instructed  to  niake  a  very  proper  one.    OfScers 
of  this  House  had  been  implicated  in  a  serious 
charge,  and  another  individcaL  not  connected 
with  the  House,  was  also  invoived  in  it.    The 
inquiry  was  pecoliarly  proper  as  regarded  the 
pablic  printers.    It  had  been  made ;  they  were 
found  innocent,  and  the  report  had  been  laid 
on  the  table.    The  present  proportion,  how- 
ever, Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  materially  different 
one.     It  was  not  now  proposed  to  inquire 
whether  the  conduct  of  au  officer  of  this  House, 
or  of  any  one  connected  with  it,  was  proper  or 
improper;  but  to  ascertain  who  is  the  author 
of  an  anonymous  newspaper  publication.     If 
this  could  be  found  out,  it  would  not  be  an  ob- 
ject worth  the  trouble,  though  it  miffht  be 
harmlefls.     The  inquiry  was  connected,  also, 
with  an  inyesti£»tion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    Mr.  B.  said  he  was 
not  bound  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by 
any  ties  whatever ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  member.    You  are,  said  he.  about  to  in- 
quire who  the  author  of  a  certam  publication 
la.    For  what  ?    To  defend  the  conauct  of  the 
fonctioDaries  of  the  Gk>Yemment.    That,  sir,  is 
not  your  duty.    When  you  have  accoinplished 
your  purpose,  what  will  you  have  effected? 
xou  will  have  set  the  miserable  example  of 
making  a  formal  inquiry  who  it  is  that  has  hap- 
pened to  implicate  the  conduct  of  a  public 
officer.    This^  sir,  is  a  privileffe  of  the  people  of 
this  country;  they  have  a  n^^t  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  their  pubUc  officers;  the  press 
is  the  natural  medium  for  doing  this,  and  the 
same  vehicles  are  open  to  all,  for  defence  as 
well  as  attack.    Mr.  B.  wished  to  show  to  the 
House  the  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of 
sach  a  procedure  as  it  was  about  to  commence. 
Institute  a  committee,  said  he,  with  the  fullest 
powers,  and  let  them  drag  the  culprit  before 
the  House,  and  if  he  be  a  member,  expel  him ; 
bat,  before  this  House  attempts  so  daring  an 
itteropt  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  it  should 
t^ect  long.    [Mr.  B.  was  here  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  as  ani- 
madverting on  a  question  which  was  not  pre- 
sented by  the  resolution  before  4he  House,  or 
.    had  been  in  any  manner  proposed  for  adop- 
tion.   The  Speaxkb,  however.  (Mr.  Tatlob,  of 
Hew  York,  being  temporarily  in  the  chair,) 
«cided  that  however  correct  Mr.  W.'s  objec- 
tion was  in  principle,  the  scope  which  had  been 
iuowed  to  the  debate  authorized  Mr.  B.  to  take 
«« latitude  he  had  used  in  his  remarks.    Mr. 
B.  proceeded.]    The  attempt,  he  said,  which 


gentlemen  were  about  to  make  could  not  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  House.  It  might 
create  heat  and  contention  amongst  the  mem- 
bers, but  nothing  more.  It  was  not  proper,  or 
becoming  the  character  of  the  House,  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  into  the  authorship  of  an  anony- 
mous attack  on  a  public  officer,  however  false 
it  might  be.  And  was  such  an  example  to  be 
followed  up  ?  Are  we,  said  he,  to  call  printers 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  on  every  occasion, 
where  we  take  offence  at  a  newspaper  publica- 
tion, to  disclose  who  writes  against  public  men? 
As  far  as  relates  to  the  public  welfare,  the 
officers  attacked  are  no  more  to  be  shielded 
than  any  other  persons  whom  we  hold  guildess. 
The  writer  in  question  attacked  certain  officers 
of  this  House  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv, 
and  he  wholly  failed  in  his  attack  on  both. 
Leave  him,  then,  to  the  obloquy  of  a  convicted 
slanderer,  and  do  not  place  the  House  in  the 
w^Tigy  by  an  impmdent  and  unnecessaiy  in- 
quiry about  him.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to 
vincucate  the  course  the  commiUee  had  pur- 
sued, in  not  attempting  to  ao  further  than  they 
had  gone.  They  confined  themselves  to  the 
particular  obiect  of  their  institution,  and,  hav- 
ing accompluhed  it,  there  they  stopped.  It 
was  not  proper,  nor  would  it  have  been  expe- 
dient, to  go  beyond  that  And^  said  Mr.  B.,  if 
you  now  do  resolve  to  push  the  inquiry  fhrther, 
into  an  examination  of  the  authorship  of  the 
offensive  publication,  you  will  set  a  wretched 
example,  which,  if  followed,  will  lead  to  deplo- 
rable results.  In  what  sitaation  will  you  place 
yourselves,  if  you  undertake  to  demand  the  au- 
thors of  such  publications?  Will  you  imprison 
them  if  they  refuse  to  answer  ?  No,  sir,  siud 
Mr.  B. ;  the  best  corrective  of  the  abuses  of  the 
press — and  every  day  exemplified  the  truth  of 
the  remark — ^waa  to  five  it  perfect  freedom. 
That  character,  he  said,  cannot  be  worth  much, 
which  can  be  put  down  by  the  slanders  of  the 
press.  If  the  House  could,  by  this  inquiry,  dis- 
cover who  snupressed  the  passages  in  the  docu- 
ments, it  would  be  well.  But  that  he  believed 
improbable,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the 
resolution.  He  thought  it  wrong,  also,  to  con- 
nect with  the  inquiry,  if  it  was  to  be  prose- 
cuted, the  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  sentleman  from  Illinois. 

After  a  few  mrther  remarks  by  Mr.  Rhba, 
which  could  not  be  well  heard  by  the  reporter— 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  rea- 
olution  in  the  shape  in  which  it  appears  in  the 
commencement  of  this  day^s  proceedings;  and, 
a  count  being  demanded,  there  were — ^For  the 
resolution  107 ;  against  it  28. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution,  consists  of  Mr.  Oampdbll  of  Ohio ; 
Mr.  Gannon  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Nelson  of 
Maryland ;  Mr.  Sixwabt  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr. 
JoNBs  of  Virginia ;'  Mr.  Mosoan  of  New  York; 
and  Mr.  Hill  of  Maine. 
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Monday,  February  10. 

Crimes  on  the  High  Seas^  <te, 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  submitted  tbe  following : 

Retolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
iiutracted  to  inqture  whether  there  be  any,  and  if 
any,  what,  crimes  not  now  punishable  by  law,  to 
whioh  punishments  ought  to  be  affixed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  punish  any  act,  no  mat- 
ter how  criminal  in  its  nature,  unless  Congress 
have  declared  it  to  be  a  crime,  and  annexed  a 
punishment  to  its  perpetration.  Offences  at 
the  common  law,  not  declared  such  by  acts  of 
Congress,  are  therefore  not  within  the  range  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts.  Con- 
gress have  annexed  punishments  but  to  a  very 
nw  crimes,  and  those  all  of  an  aggravated  na- 
ture. The  consequence  is,  that  a  great  variety 
of  actions,  to  which  a  high  degree  of  moral 
guilt  id  attached,  and  which  are  punished  as 
crimes  at  the  common  law,  and  by  every  State 
in  the  Union,  may  be  committed  with  impunity 
on  the  high  seas,  and  in  any  place  where  Con- 
gress has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  To  afford  an 
example  :  An  assault  and  battery,  with  intent 
to  commit  murder,  may  be  perpetrated,  either 
on  the  high  seas,  or  in  a  fort,  magazine,  arsenal 
or  dockyard,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  ana 
there  exists  no  law  to  punish  such  an  offence. 

This  is  a  palpable  defect  in  our  system,  which 
requires  a  remedy ;  and  it  is  astonishing  that 
none  has  ever  yet  been  supplied.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  subject  by  a  distin- 
ffuished  professional  gentleman  now  in  this  city. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  expect  that  any  bill  could 
be  matured  and  passed  into  a  law  at  the  present 
session.  If,  however,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and 
report  upon  it  to  the  House  before  it  rises,  it 
would  call  public  attention  to  it,  and  insure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 


Fbidat,  February  14. 
General  Appropriation  BUL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  MoLanb  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
to  take  up  the  General  Appropriation  bill,  in  the 
discussion  of  which  some  progress  was  made 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Tod  intimated  tliat  it  would  be  in  order, 
if  the  committee  should  refuse  to  take  up  tiiat 
bill,  to  take  up  the  other  bill  (the  tariff  bill) 
which  is  before  the  same  committee. 

The  question  on  Mr.  MoLahe^b  motion  pre^ 
vailed— -tS  to  71  votes — ^and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  Appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee 
rose  yesterday,  waa  on  an  amendment  moved 


by  Mr.  Tbimbli,  of  Kentucky,  to  aopropriate 
$25,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  rottd, 
to  which  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
proposed  an  amendment,  the  object  of  wbicli 
was  to  recede  the  road  to  the  Stat^  in  which 
the  several  portions  of  it  lie,  on  condign  <i 
their  engagmg  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  dec 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  urging  the  connection  of  this  qneslkHi 
with  the  discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  luIL 
The  gentl^nan  who  moved  the  first  amendznuit 
declined  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Wabfixu),  of  Maryland,  then  Addressed 
the  conmiittee  at  considerable  length  in  fiiror 
of  tbe  appropriation  of  money  for  the  repair  of 
the  road,  and  against  the  course  proposed  by 
Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same  side; 
also  pretty  much  at  large,  adverting  particular- 
ly to  the  origin  of  the  fund  which  is  pledged  to 
refund  the  money  which  the  road  oost,  Tn«^Ving 
the  consent  of  the  State  of  Ohio  neoeasaiy  to 
the  proposed  recession. 

Mr.  Kelson,  of  Maryland,  r^grettin^  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  upon  thb  bill,  pro- 
ceeded to  discharge  a  duty  which  his  sitnatka 
bound  him  to,  by  giving  lus  reasons  against  Mr. 
BucHANAN^s  proposition.  One  argnment  pai^ 
ticularly  he  used  with  considerable  effect,  viz : 
that  the  power  to  cede  the  road  must  be  coinci- 
dent to  the  power  to  put  gates  upon  it,  ^ 
right  to  exercise  which  was  at  the  last  sesston 
denied  by  the  Executive  to  exist  in  Congre9& 
To  agree  to  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  therefore,  would  be 
to  present  to  the  President  a  propositioQ  to 
which  it  is  known  beforehand  he  will  not 
assent 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania,  briefly  ex- 
pressed his  views  of  the  question.  He  was  in 
uvor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  Whttb,  of  Vermont,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky. 

Since  the  National  Government,  said  Mr.  W., 
has  been  at  so  great  expense  to  make  the  Cum- 
berland road,  rather  than  it  should  be  left  to 
dilapidate,  and  be  destroyed,  I  will  vote  for  the 
appropriation  to  put  the  road  in  full  and  com- 
plete repair;  provided  that  provision  be  abo 
made  for  future  repairs  without  expense  td  the 
Oeneral  Government.  In  my  estimatioa  it 
would  be  lust  and  right  that,  in  future^  the 
road  should  keep  itself  in  repair  by  the  ooUee- 
tion  of  tolls  for  that  purpose. 

I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  extremely  re- 
gret that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
seen  fit  to  encumber  the  General  Appronria- 
tion  bill  with  the  subject  of  the  Oumbenand 
road.  It  would  have  been  a  fiurer  mode  of  legis- 
lation, and,  in  my  estimatioiL  more  parliam^it- 
ary,  to  have  presented  this  suDJect  for  considera- 
tion in  the  bill  reported  from  the  Senate  eape- 
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caially  for  that  purpose,  which  standB  referred 
to  this  committee.  But,  eir,  since  the  subject 
bas  been  presented  in  this  shape,  and  the  dis- 
ctifision  has  proceeded  thus  f)ar,  it  may  be  a 
savinR  of  time  to  connect  it  with  this  bill; 
tberefore  I  do  not  consider  it  very  important 
in  ibis  use  to  be  oyer  nice  about  moaes  and 
Ibrms. 

If  the  friends  of  the  road  are  sincere  in  mak- 
ing their  declarations,  they  will  ask  nothing 
more.     They  have  declared  a  willingness  •  to 
erect  toll-gates  and  collect  toll  sufficient  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.    But  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  President  that  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  not  the  constitutional  power  to 
establish  gates  and  force  the  collection  of  toll 
on  said  road.    What,  tlien,  is  to  be  done,  sir, 
bnt  to  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania — ^to  cede  the  road  to 
the  States  respectively  through  which  it  leads? 
But  gentlemen  object  to  this  course,  and  say 
it  would  be  placing  the  road  under  the  guardi- 
anship of  ^  its  own  worst  enemies,"  who  would 
destroy  it,  or,  by  neglect,  would  leave  it  to  di- 
lapidate and  be  destroyed.    But  can  any  hon- 
orable gentleman  be  serious  in  making  this  as- 
sertion ?    Are  not  the  conditions  proposed  suf- 
ficiently guarded  ?    K  the  cession  be  made  and 
accepted  with   the  conditions  proposed,  the 
States  must  keep  the  road  in  repair,  and  coUect 
bat  barely  toll  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and 
must  annually  render  an  account  to  this  Gov- 
ernment   Where  then  is  the  danger  of  which 
some  gentlemen  have  such  fearf^  apprehen- 
sions?   If  the  conditions  should  not  be  complied 
with  in  good  faith,  by  the  States,  the  cession 
would  be  void,  and  the  road  remun  as  much 
under  the  control  of  Congress  as  it  now  is — 
and  this  Government  could  then,  if  they  please, 
continue  to  make  repairs,  the  same  as  they  can 
now.    Where  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  diffi- 
culties that  gentlemen  would  throw  in  tlie 
way? 

But,  sir,  were  the  cession  of  the  road  to  be 
made  and  accepted  by  the  States,  without  any 
conditions,  can  any  honorable  gentleman  be 
serious  in  saying  that  the  road  would  be  in  dan- 
ger of  going  to  destruction  ?    Will  any  gentle- 
man seriously  say,  that  either  of  the  enlighten- 
ed, patriotic,  and  magnanimous  States,  throoffh 
which  the  road  leads,  should  they  receive  the 
guardianship  of  so  stupendous  and  magnificent 
a  work,  the  product  of  national  munificence, 
would  not  feel  a  pride  in  cherishing  and  pre- 
serving that  wori,  rather  than  destroy  it,  or 
suffer  it  to  go  to  ruin?     No,  Mr.  Chairman, 
gentlemen  cannot  be  serious;   no  honorable 
gentleman  would  be  guilty  of  so  foul  a  slander. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  has 
^ken  with  so  much  vehemence  on  this  occa- 
sion, has,  I  apprehend,  suffered  his  zeal  to  carry 
him  too  far. 

And  now,  sir,  is  it  not  Just  and  equitable,  as 
it  respects  other  sections  of  the  United  States, 
that  this  road,  which  has  been  built  by  the  na- 
tion, at  so  great  an  expense,  should  in  future 


maintain  itself?  The  people  who  inhabit  the 
cold  and  inhospitable  regions  of  the  Kordi  la- 
bor under  as  great  inconveniences  with  re- 
soect  to  roads,  as  the  people  of  the  West  possi- 
bly can. 

A  hiffh  and  rugged  chain  of  mountains  ex- 
tends through  the  centre  almost  the  whole 
length  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  across  which 
several  roads  have  been  made,  at  great  expense, 
by  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  individuals ; 
for  travelling  on  which  the  citizens  are  obliged 
to  pay  toU ;  and  yet,  the  proprietors  of  those 
roads  do  not,  after  defraying  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs, receive  more  than  from  one  to  three  per 
cent,  on  the  sums  actually  expended  in  mAlnng 
the  roads. 

An  honorable  member,  now  in  my  eye,  my 
venerable  and  worthy  colleague,  from  his  own 
private  frmds,  has  expended  more  than  forty 
thousand  doUars,  in  making  a  road  across  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  though  the  traveller 
pays  a  high  toll  for  passing  thereon,  for  nearly 
twenty  years  past  this  road  has  not  yielded  the 
proprietor  one  cent  more  than  sufficient  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs.  The  State  which 
I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent  is  an  in- 
land State,  remote  from  market.  The  farmers 
are  obliged  to  transport  their  produce  by  land,  at 
great  expense ;  and  go  which  way  they  will,  they 
meet  a  turnpike  gate,  and  are  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tolls.  Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  appeal  to 
the  candor,  liberality,  justice,  and  good  sense  of 
gentlemen,  whether  it  oe  just  and  equitable,  that 
the  good  people  of  Vermont,  since  the  Cum- 
berland road  has  been  made  at  so  great  expense 
by  the  National  Government,  should  be  annu- 
ally taxed  to  keep  it  in  repair?  To  keep  a 
free  road  ?  And  for  whom  ?  The  people  who 
possess  and  eqjoy  the  luxuriant  and  fertile  re- 
gions of  the  West.  No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  just. 
The  little  State  of  Vermont,  which  during  the 
struggle  for  independence,  maintained  her 
ground  and  sin^e-handed  defended  herself 
not  only  against  the  invasions  of  the  savage 
foe,  tories,  and  hostile  British  troops,  but  against 
the  encroachments  and  unjust  claims  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  is  far  from  being  rich. 
Tet,  her  citizens,  high-minded  and  patriotic, 
who,  by  persevering  industry  and  economy,  can 
barely  obtidn  a  comfortable  support,  will  pa- 
tiently bear  their  just  proportion  of  public  bur- 
dens without  a  murmur.  But,  sir,  if  you  tax 
them  annually  to  keep  in  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  they  will  feel  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
will  consider  it  unequal  and  unjust ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding, with  respect  to  them,  I  will  not 
say,  as  was  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  on 
a  former  occasion,  with  respect  to  his  consti- 
tuents at  the  Soutn ;  but,  sir,  I  will  ask  leave  to 
amend  the  declaration  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, when  I  apply  it  to  my  constituents,  by 
striking  out  the  word  not.  The  patriotic  citi- 
zens of  Vermont,  sir,  though  they  should  feel 
themselves  aggrieved,  and  even  oppressed  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  wiU  not  oppose  those  acts, 
by  resisting  the  constituted  authorities.  No^  sir. 
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bnt  to  use  the  dedaration  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, as  amended — ^^they  vill  snbmit;  by 
heavens,  they  willl "  Bat,  sir,  I  wish  to  have 
it  expressly  understood,  that  they  are  not 
characters,  composed  of  "  dough  faces,'^  to  be 
first  frightened,  and  diverted  from  their  pur- 
poses by  empty  threats,  and  thereby  cheatea  out 
of  their  just  rights.  If  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  be  adopted, 
I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  repair,  hoping  and  trustinf^  that  here- 
after the  Cumberland  road,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  will  be  made  to  keep  itself  in 
repair,  or  be  repaired  b^  the  State  authorities,  as 
are  roads  in  ouier  sections  of  this  country,  and 
thereby  relieve  the  National  Government  from 
any  farther  trouble  or  expense.  And  I  do,  sir, 
most  conscientiously  believe  that,  if  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Cumberland  road  be  all  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  spoken  with  so  much  zeal 
on  the  subject,  want,  they  wOl,  one  and  all, 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  But  if  their  zeal  arises 
from  another  cause ;  if  they  wish  to  retain  the 
road  as  a  bone  of  contention,  whereby  National 
and  State  rights  may  constantly  be  brought  in 
collision,  then  they  will  vote  against  it.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  hoping  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  next  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr  Bu- 

OHANAK. 

Mr.  Weight,  of  Maxyland,  then  spoke  agunst 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
Mr.  Ketes,  of  Vermont,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  On  the  subject  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  or,  more  properly  spring,  the 
National  road,  now  under  consideration,  I  will 
not,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  occupv  more 
time  than  I  have  in  trying  to  get  the  noor  to 
Bpeak.  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  acts  and  laws  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ships  are 
built,  fortifications  and  lighthouses  have  been 
erected.  Have  not  Congress  appropriated  money 
to  repair  those  ships,  fortifications,  and  light- 
houses, when  tiieyhave  been  out  of  repair?  Or 
have  they  let  them  go  to  destruction  t  No,  sir ; 
th^  have  made  the  necessary  repairs,  and  not 
su^red  them  to  go  to  ruin.  Well,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, by  the  acts  and  laws  of  Congress,  the 
Cumberland  road  has  been  constructed.  That 
road  is  now  out  of  repair.  It  has  cost  this  na- 
tion nearly  two  millions  of  dollars;  and  we 
ousht  not  to  let  it  go  to  ruin  for  the  want  of  a 
Utue  repairing.  Sir,  if  I  have  made  a  correct 
estimate,  it  has  cost  about  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  a  mile  ;  and,  if  the  money  was  well  laid 
out  in  making  this  road,  it  will  not  cost  much 
to  keep  it  in  repair,  after  the  first  repairs  are 
made,  if  well  made — ^future  repairs  will  cost  bat 
a  trifle.  When  a  road  is  first  made,  through  a 
rough,  mountainous,  hilly  country,  and  steep 
side  hills  to  make  it  upon,  when  you  have  to 
cut  the  tipper  side  of  the  road  deep,  next  to  the 
st^p  hill  or  mountain,  the  mountain  or  hiU  will 


for  a  while  slip  down  into  the  upper  side  of  tka 
road  I  and  the  dust  and  stones,  thus  tnmfaimg 
into  the  road,  must  be  thrown  over  the  low 
side;  and,  when  so  done,  it  wiU  widen  tiie 
road,  and  make  it  the  better.  Mr.  Chaiiman,  I 
ask,  what  motives  had  Congress  in  making  ms 
road?  Was  it  to  accommodate  our  Westeim 
brethren^hom  we  love  so  well,  and  for  the  bea^ 
fit  of  our  western  lands?  But,  sar^  admitting  Cob* 
gress  has  no  regard  for  our  Western  bretfareo, 
who  have  been  of  so  much  benefit  to  ns  in  settiiiig 
a  part  of  that  Western  country ;  still  we  ou^ 
to  conader  that  we  have  more  land  in  l^e  West 
thim  we  can  number  into  acres.  Tea,  sir,  tha 
United  States  have  more  than  four  fanndred 
millions  of  acres,  and  how  much  more  I  eanset 
tell,  in  the  Western  country.  And,  Ifr.  Ch$ar- 
man^  I  think  Congress  has  acted  very  wisdy  m 
makmg  this  Cumberland  road,  leading  over  the 
hiUs  and  mountains  to  that  goodly  &nd.  Sr, 
it  has  been  asked,  by  several  members  of  tius 
House,  what  benefit  is  this  National  road  to 
Maine  and  Georgia?  Well,  sir,  I  will  ask,  iB 
not  Maine  and  Georgia  interested  in  the  land? 
Yes ;  and  all  the  other  States  of  this  Union  are 
also  equally  interested  in  this  National  road, 
leading  to  those  lands.  But,  sir,  a  gentlemaa, 
who  spoke  yesterday,  when  this  question  was 
under  consideration,  said  something  about  heiap- 
ing  up  coals  of  fire.  I  did  not  know  the  man^ 
name,  nor  do  I  know  where  he  belongs ;  but  I 
know  he  is  a  member  of  the  House,  for  I  recol- 
lect his  face  well  enough.  Well,  sir,  what  did 
he  mean  by  heaping  up  coals  of  fire  ?  Sir,  if  he 
will  keep  lus  heap  of  coals,  and  have  them  ready 
to  bum  the  timber  which  may  be  prepared  to 
build  the  contemplated  gates,  I  will  go  with 
him,  and  help  to  kindle  ihe  fire.  8ir,  I  think 
toll-gates  are  a  curse  to  their  owners,  and  to 
their  customers  also ;  for  the  owners  of  tonk- 
pike  roads  do  not  generally  get  enough  toll  to 
keep  their  roads  in  repair ;  and  the  travellei; 
when  he  comes  to  the  gate,  must  make  the 
change ;  but,  if  he  cannot,  then  he  must  go  back 
to  the  city  or  town,  to  get  his  money  changed, 
before  he  is  permitted  to  pass  the  gate.  Sir, 
this  road  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
length ;  and,  if  vou  set  up  a  gate  for  every  tea 
miles,  you  will  have  thirteen  gates :  you  most 
also  build  toli-houses  near  each  gate ;  and  yoQ 
must  provide  for  each  gate  a  toU-gatherer,  or 
money-catcher — call  him  what  you  please^  An^ 
Mr.  Chdrman,  I  ask,  what  will  lul  thia  eostt 
Sir,  it  will  cost  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollar^ 
at  least,  for  the  first  year,  or  more ;  for  yoa 
will  give  your  toll-gatherers  from  five  hnndrsd 
to  one  thousand  doUars  each  a  year,  or  perhi^ 
much  more,  Mr.  Chdrman,  I  am  in  favor  of 
appropriating  money  suflScient  to  make  the  first 
repairs.  But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  thia  road 
to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Mar^^Aii^  <b^ 
Virginia,  or  any  other  State  or  States,  for  them 
to  erect  gates  and  take  tolL  Sir.  if  this  rrad  a 
ceded  to  the  aforesud  States,  it  is  uncertaia 
whether  they  will  take  it  or  not.  And,  finrthei^ 
if  once  ceded  away,  it  never  agidn  will  be  a  in^ 
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road;  or,  if  ever,  not  short  of  one  hundred 
years.  Sir,  if  yon  take  this  mode  of  gettiog  rid 
of  the  NatioDal  road,  yon  will  adopt  a  sore  way 
to  leeaen  the  value  of  yonr  Western  lands,  and 
Inoense  yonr  Western  brethren.  Mr.  Ohair- 
man,  I  have  no  donbt  bnt  people  will  soon  settle 
on  this  road,  and  be  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  good 
repair  with  their  common  highway  taxes^  and 
not  be  burdened  with  higher  taxes  than  other 
people  are  on  other  roaa8--for  people  always 
uke  to  settleon  good  roads.  8ir,  I  wish  a  good, 
thorough  supNerintendent  ma^  be  appoints — a 
man  that  will  work  himse^  and  be  alwavs 
present  with  the  men ;  and  the  laborers  should 
be  hired  for  the  term  of  six  months ;  the  money 
from  Government  being  sure,  the  men,  thus 
hired,  ought  to  repair  this  road  with  good 
economy.  And,  in  my  opinion,  b^  adopting 
thia  mode,  it  would  not  cost  the  United  States 
half  the  money  to  repair  this  road  as  it  would 
1^  letting  it  out  in  jobs.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is 
true,  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  I  have  apent 
large  sums  of  money  in  making  roads.  In  that 
part  of  the  country  where  I  live  when  I  am  at 
Lome,  when  I  first  went  into  it,  when  we  had 
to  travd  the  roads,  with  a  cart  or  wagon  loaded 
with  six  or  eight  hundredweight,  we  had  to 
employ  half  a  dozen  men,  to  hans  on  one  dde 
or  the  other,  to  keep  the  cart  nt>m  turning 
over;  but,  since  we  have  constructed  our  tuhi- 
pike  roads,  one  man  can  drive  his  team  with  a 
load  of  two  or  three  tons  on  his  wagon.  And, 
air,  although  these  roads  give  no  dividends  to 
their  owners  or  proprietors,  yet  the  money  ex- 
pended in  maldng  them  is  not  wholly  lost ;  for 
the  fuma  and  wild  lands  which  they  go  through, 
or  lead  to,  are  worth  double  as  much  as  they  ever 
would  have  been  without  having  these  roads 
made  to  travel  upon.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know 
not  how  other  gentlemen  feel  about  giving 
away  this  road ;  but,  sir,  if  I  should,  by  my 
TOte,  give  away  two  millions  of  the  United  States 
property,  I  should  not  dare*  to  return  home. 
Bit,  I  hope  I  have  made  mvself  iutelligible  to 
Congress;  and,  if  I  have,  I  presume  they  will 
go  with  me  iu  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  at 
once  to  repair  the  National  road.  Sir,  I  find 
some  gentlemen,  who  are  in  favor  of  repairing 
the  road,  seem  rather  indined  to  vote  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  in  the  bill  which  came 
from  the  Senate,  but,  sir,  since  we  have  the 
matter  now  before  us.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
saving  of  time  to  dedae  upon  it  at  this  tame. 
(Mr,  tills  road  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and 
I  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  t^e  care 
of  it. 

When  Mr.  K  sat  down  the  committee  rose^ 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satubdat,  February  15. 

Oontention  mth  Gr<at  Britain/or  the  Joint 
Occupation  of  the  Cohmbia, 

A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Pbesi* 
DKBT  ov  THK  Uhixsd  Statb8  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows: 


To  the Soum <if  Bq>reaetttativei qf  Oe  Untied  Staiee: 

In  compliance  with  a  resohition  of  the  House  of 
Bopresentativefl,  of  the  22d  Januaxy  last,  requesting 
the  commimication  to  the  House  of  dl  the  correspond- 
enoe  between  the  Govenmient  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  ihe 
convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  which  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  pnbUo  interest, — ^I  transmit 
herewith  to  the  Hoose  a  report  fron^  the  Secretary  of 
State,  together  with  the  papers  requested  by  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  House.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBmoTov,  Februofy  18, 1828. 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaxbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  so  much 
of  the  memorial  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  as  relates  to  tiie  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  counties  of  JadEson  and 
Decatur,  in  that  State^  referred  to  him  on  the 
8d  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Sfeakxb  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  of  the  arms  made  and  repaired 
therein,  during  the  year  1822 ;  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  1704 ; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the  pension  hereto- 
fore allowed  to  the  widow  of  the  late  lieuten- 
ant Elbert)  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Monday,  Febraary  17. 
ApportioTiment  of  MiathipmeTu 
Mr.  FuLLEB,  from  the  Committee  onKaval 
AfBEurs,  who  were  instructed  to  inauire  into  the 
propriety  of  ordering  a  more  equal  selection  of 
midshipmen  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  inquiry:  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows: 

By  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  States,  the  President  is 
vested  with  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  nominate  and  appoint,  all  dfi- 
cers,  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 
bv  tiiie  constitation ;  thus  giviiu^  him  the  ezerciBe  of 
his  dlBcretioii,  without  any  limitation  as  to  place  of 
birth  or  residenoe,  in  soch  appointments.  This  lati- 
tade  in  selecting  persoos  of  snitaUe  character  and 
qnalifications^  must  have  heen  deemed  indispensable, 
to  enable  the  Executive  power  to  fu]|ll  the  high  tmst 
of  proriding  for  the  **  faithful  execution  "  of  the  lawa^ 
and  at  the  same  time  involves  a  responsibility  which 
would  have  been  considerably  diminished  by  such  a 
restriction  as  is  suggested  by  the  resolution.  In  ap- 
pointing officers  in  uie  civil  department,  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  wh]«^  are  local  in  their  nature,  the 
committee  believe  that  a  regard  to  the  circumstance  of 
residence^  and  of  tiie  political  and  individual  relations 
of  the  persons  selected,  must  frequently  be  among  the 
considerations  most  important  to  a  Just  dedsioD.    Kor 
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id  there  anj  reaacrn  to  doubt,  that  a  doe  xegard  to  tibis 
oonsideratioii,  in  accordance  with  local  predilections, 
and  the  npirit  and  genios  of  a  free  people,  haa  goided 
the  Execntiye  of  the  United  States,  as  far,  hitherto, 
as  the  public  good  requires. 

In  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  less  soope  is  afforded  to 
the  Executive,  in  filling  the  higher  gmdes  of  service, 
a6  long  established  usage  limits  the  selection  of  suit- 
able persons  to  an  inconsiderable  number,  whose  edu- 
cation and  probationaiy  character  are  deemed  to  ren- 
der them  the  only  subjects  of  such  selectbn.  It  is 
only  in  the  appointments  to  the  lower  grades,  from 
which,  at  a  future  day,  the  hi^est  ranks  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  corps  are  to  be  .fiUed,  that  the  utmost 
latitude  is  afforded  to  the  President,  for  consulting  the 
future  interest  of  the  country,  by  enrolling  in  her  de- 
fence an  adequate  number  or  brave,  intelligent,  patri- 
otic, and  virtuous  officers;  and  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  any  restriction,  b  v  law,  even  if  permitted 
by  the  constitution,  would  be  highly  pernicious  in  its 
operation,  and  might  often  result  in  the  appointment 
of  persons  incompetent  and  unsuitable. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  the 
particular  subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  it  appears,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 
accompanying  this  report,  that  a  disposition  suffi- 
ciently favorable  to  a  general  and  fair  participation  of 
naval  preferment  has  constantly  pervaded  that  Depart- 
ment, and  hsis  been  no  otherwise  counteracted  than  was 
unavoidable,  from  cireumstances  beyond  its  control. 

The  committee  fully  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
policy  of  enrolling  in  the  naval  service  the  meritorious 
young  men  of  the  interior  States,  wheqiever  they  mani- 
fest a  iolicitude  to  enter  it;  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  such  a  disposition  on  their  part  has  always  been 
encouraged,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  as  far  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  constitutional  discretion  and  responsi. 
bility  of  the  Executive  will  permit  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Jietolvedf  That  any  prevision,  by  law,  restraining 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  the  selection  ci 
midshipmen,  h  inexpedient. 

Navt  Depahtmknt,  Jan,  26,  182a 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  in  your  letter  of  the 
2l8t  instant,  whether  any  general  roles  are  adopted  in 
the  Department,  by  whidi  the  selection  of  midslupmen 
is  made,  particularly  as  relates  to  their  residence,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  general  rule,  by  which 
I  have  been  governed  in  this  req)ect,  is,  to  apportion 
them  among  die  several  States,  according  to  tiie  ratio 
of  representation  in  Congress,  when  the  applicants 
were  unexceptionable  as  to  character  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  service.  The  disproportion,  however, 
was  BO  great,  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
bring  about  an  apportionment  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  rule  alluded  to.  But  as,  in 
all  new  appointments,  due  regard  is  had  to  the  princi- 
ple, the  object  will,  before  long,  be  effected.  Whether 
it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt,  by  law,  this  rule,  leav- 
ing no  discretion  on  the  subject  to  tiie  Department, 
may  well  be  questioned.  Although  the  appUcants,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  very  numerous,  yet  there  are  some 
States  from  which  there  are  but  few ;  and  if  the  De- 
partment should  be  bound  by  law  to  conform,  in  all 
cases,  to  this  rule,  the  selection  might  not  always  be 
of  the  most  deserving  and  best  qualified. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Hon.   TZMOTHT  FULLSR, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee, 


Thubbdat,  FebroAry  20. 
Virginia  Military  Land  WammU. 

The  Goinmittee  of  the  whole  House  to  wfaidk 
is  committed  the  biU  extending  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  land  warrantB,  sndn- 
taming  sorreys  thereon  to  the  GeDeral  Imi 
Office ;  as,  also,  the  biU  extending  the  timfi  ftr 
issning  and  locating  military  land  wairaste  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolntionaiy  anij, 
were  discharged  from  the  foiiher  consddentaoi 
of  the  said  bills. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  connder  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  locating  Viiginii 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sorreji 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

A  debate  arose,  of  considerable  loigth  ii^ 
animation ;  in  the  conrse  of  which,  the  priaei*  ^ 
pie  of  tiie  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  YAsad 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  Ross  of  Ohio;  andsnpportedl? 
Messrs.  Stevensoh,  Oampbell  of  Ohio,  MoOn; 
Rankdt,  Msroeb,  and  Habdin. 

Mr.  SLOANBthen  moved  to  addthefollowiii| 
by  way  of  amendment,  to  the  bill : 

<*Sbc.  8.  *'BeU/yikerenaeUd,rbaiJiD)iti^ 
of  any  wairant  which  has  been  located  and  warsjjt^ 
shall  be  permitted  to  remove  tiie  same,  aad  sgunlft- 
cate  it  on  any  other  tract,  except  in  cases  of  eridii^ 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  interfere  with  a  prior  kxs- 
tion.** 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendmeot,io 
which  Messrs.  MoCoT,  Wbiqht,  Walker,  Rhu 
and  OooK,  engaged,  it  was  negatived  by  ft  oia- 
siderable  minority. 

The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  lb- 
Campbell,  so  as  to  extend  its  operation  to  foB 
years  for  locating,  and  six  years  for  retominf 
surveys. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Va»^ 
who  zealously  opposed  the  bill,  which  Ifr. 
Habdin  again  defended. 

Mr.  Ross  then  offered  the  following  ameofl- 

ment: 

'*  Provided^  That  no  warrant  shall  hereafter  be  lo- 
cated by  'nrtue  of  this  or  any  other  law,  oo  »fj 
lands  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  to  snyo- 
diyidual  or  individuals." 

Messrs.  Habdht,  Ranion,  and  OaicfbbU'  d 
Ohio,  opposed  tJie  amendment;  and  Msssn. 
Ross  and  Coos  supported  it ;  when 

The  amendment  was  negatired. 

Mr.  Walwobth,  who  was  in  faror  of  tw 
bill,  yet  thought  that  justice  required  that  tM 
pledges  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  one  dj 
of  persons  during  the  Revolutionary  war  sbow 
not  be  less  binding  than  to  another.  Ui^ 
this  impression,  he  moved  to  add  a  new  8*^ 
to  the  bill,  for  reviving,  for  the  term  of  W 
years,  the  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Oanadiia 
refugees  during  tiie  Revolutionary  war. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  9* 
VKNSON  and  Rbea,  as  unconnected  with  tw 
principles  of  the  bill ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Ifr.  Oocsjt  then  proposed  to  amend  the 
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bj  a  proviso  literallj  the  same  as  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Ross,  with  permission  to  those  locating 
l^d  warrants  to  make  them  on  any  land  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  conntry  so  reserved,  nn- 
oocapied  bj  previous  location. 

Messrs.  RAinnN,  Rhsa,  Abohbb,  and  Mjebobr, 
opposed  this  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Coosb, 
T^KACT,  Walworth,  and  Kslbov  of  Maryland, 
supported  it. 

One  or  two  verbal  amendments  were  made 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Oooeb  ; 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Oamfbbll,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  he  being  nnvnlling  to  vote  for 
the  bill  with  this  proviso  attached  to  it 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Randolph  required  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  but  a  sufficient  number  not 
rifling  to  sustain  the  call — 

Mr.  Oakpbbll  withdrew  his  motion  to  laj  the 
bill  on  the  table;  and 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  75. 


ii.     Fbidat,  February  21. 
BaiwhiXiofuvry  Land  WdrraaU, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army ;  when — 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  subjoin  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section: 

**  Sec.  2.  And  he  U  furiker  enaeUd^  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  Umited  by  this  act  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  militaxy  land  warrants  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  the  dnty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  transmit  to  the  Sorveyor  General  a  list  of 
all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty  quarter  townships 
which  shall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated.  And  the 
Snnreyor  General  shall  prepare  and  transmit  to  the 
legisters  of  the  land  office  at  Chillicothe  and  Zanes- 
TiUe,  respectively,  general  plats  of  the  aforesaid  unlo- 
cated lots ;  which  lots  shall,  after  the  4th  day  of  June, 
1826,  be  of^red  for  sale  at  Uie  land  offices  m  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  situated,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditious,  in  every 
respect,  as  other  public  lands  are  offiuned  at  private 
in  the  same  mstricts.'* 


Mr.  Ross  offered  some  remarks  in  explanation 
and  support  of  his  amendment,  and  was  opposed 
hy  Mr.  KAinoN  and  Mr.  McOot. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  tlie  amendment, 
it  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TtrasDAT,  February  25. 

BleeHon  of  Printer* 

Mr.  AixEir,  of  Massachusetts,  pursuant  to  the 
notice  he  yesterday  gave,  that  &e  House  titiis 
day  proceed  to  bdlot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute 
the  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  now  made  a 
motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  the  said 
Printer. 


Mr.  MoLaitb  moved  to  postpone  the  election 
of  Printer  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  MooBB  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Saxtkdxbs,  and 
Mr.  Wbioht,  were  against  so  long  a  postpone- 
ment. 

The  <^ue8tion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  now  proceeding  to 
ballot  for  a  Printer ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 
After  the  nomination  of  candidates — 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  balloting, 
and,  upon  counting  tiie  votes  by  the  tdlera^ 
Messrs.  Oookx  and  Mallabt,  it  appeared  tiiat 
the  whole  nxmiber  of  votes  was  155,  of  which 
79  were  necessary  to  a  choice. 
For  Gales  Ss  Beaton    ....     102 
Andrew  Way,  Junior  -      -       -      -      48 
Other  persons    .        -      -       -      -      10 
Gales  dc  Seaton  were  then  declared  duly 
elected  Printers  to  the  next  Congress. 

Fort^fieationB — Internal  Impracementt. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

<<For  enabling  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  a  competent  number  of  Militaiy  or  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  to  ascertain  the  practicability 
and  probable  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
Potomac  and  Ohio  by.  a  canal,  the  sum  of  three 
thonsand  dollars." 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Stbwabt  said  he  regretted  that  it  had 
become  necessary  to  bring  this  subject  before 
the  House,  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  other,  and,  in  his  opinion,  less  import- 
ant objects.  He  had  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom 
many  petitions  upon  this  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred during  the  session,  would  have  made  a 
special  report  in  its  favor ;  but,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  that  a  majority  of  that  committee,  doubting 
the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  the  meaa- 
ure,  had  not  thought  proper  to  act  upon  it  at 
dl.  There  remained,  therefore,  he  said,  no  way 
left  by  which  the  wisnes  of  the  petitioners  (and 
most  of  them  were  his  constituents)  could  be 
gratified,  but  his  offering  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed. 

The  union  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  East  and 
the  West,  opening  an  inland  navigation  of  near 
three  thonsand  miles,  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  immense  Republic,  and  binding  it 
together  by  the  strongest  ties — the  ties  of  inter- 
est and  intercourse — ^was,  in  every  x>oint  of 
view,  a  national  object  of  the  first  magnitude ; 
an  object  which  could  not  fail  at  any  time  to 
command  the  favorable  attention  of  the  House ; 
but,  at  this  moment,  he  said,  it  was  peculiarly 
interesting.  8ir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  great  subject 
forty  years  ago  occupied  the  anxious  attention 
of  the  wisest  and  best  man  that  this  or  any 
other  country  had  ever  produced — he  would 
name  but  Washinoton,  its  zealous  advocate— 
the  advocate  of  every  thing  promotive  of  the 
ffood  and  the  glory  of  his  country.  The  subject| 
he  Bud,  had  been  recentiy  revived,  and  now 
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oocnpied  the  attention  of  several  of  the  greatest 
States  in  the  Union.    But  a  few  days  since  a 
bill,  he  said,  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  incorporating  a  company,  with  a 
capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  this  canal  from  tide  water,  at  this 
city,  to  Cumberland,  two-thirds  of  tiie  whole 
distance  to  Pittsburg.    This  was  an  act  of  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  worthy  of  that  great 
State.    In  the  Maryland  Legislature,  though 
there  was  evidently  a  minority  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  yet  its  friends  nad  consented  to  its 
postponement,  with  a  view  to  brinff  it  forward 
under  more  favorable  auspices  at  &e  next  ses- 
sion.   In  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  it  ap- 
peared, from  a  letter  he  had  just  received,  a 
committee^  raised  upon  this  subject,  had  reported 
decidedly  m  its  favor;  and  he  hoped  the  great 
and  growing  States  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  so 
deeply  interested,  (where  he  understood  this 
subject  was  now  agitated,)  would  be  found  will- 
ing to  afford  a  prompt  and  hearty  co-operation. 
And  shall  we  sit  here,  the  quiet,  passive,  and 
indifferent  spectators  of  these  great  efforts  to 
accomplish  an  object  so  vitally  interesting  to 
the  umon  and  prosperity  of  this  nation  9    He 
hoped  not    He  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  adopted ;  it  would  at  least  afford  countenance 
and  encouragement;  it  would  stimulate  and 
strengthen  the  efforts  of  its  friends  in  the  States ; 
it  was  due  to  them — ^it  was  due  to  the  country. 
Sir,  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  said 
Mr.  S.,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  in  which  to 
introduce  this  amendment.    I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
differ  with  the  gentleman.    What  is  the  object 
of  this  bill  ?    It  is  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  especially  for  the  defence  of 
this  city,  by  the  erection  of  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions.   You  have  just,  said  he,  voted  $46,000, 
to  be  expended,  during  the  next  season,  on  a 
fort  near  the  confines  of  this  District  of  ten 
miles  square  a  few  miles  below  Alexandria. 
Sir,  I  ask,  which  will  afford  the  most  effectual 
defence  to  this  city,  the  erection  of  this  fort,  or 
the  opening  of  this  canal  ?    The  canal,  continued 
Mr.  S.,  will  make  this  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
mercial cities  in  the  Union.    A  water  conmiu- 
nication  is  opened  into  the  interior,  which  must 
throw  into  this  city  all  the  rich,  varied,  and 
abundant  productions  of  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  West;  and  here 
they  will  purchase  most  of  the  immense  quan- 
tities of  goods  required  for  the  supply  of  those 
great  and  growing  States.    Thus,  sir,  you  in- 
crease the  population,  you  increase  the  wealth, 
the  stren^,  the  resources  of  this  city;  and 
this,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  the  best  way 
to  defend  it — ^by  increasing  its  men,  its  bone,  its 
muscle,  by  addhig  to  the  nxmiber  of  balls  and 
bayonets  to  encounter  the  enemy  on  its  approach. 
But,  sir,  of  what  avail  will  be  your  forts  and 
fortifications,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant ?    The  enemy  will  avoid  your  forts,  and 
attack  and  bum  your  city,  as  they  did  during 
the  late  war,  and  return  unmolested.    Sir,  had 
Washington  lived  to  carry  into  effect  this 


splendid  purpose,  this  Capitol  never  would  hut 
been  violated  and  pro&ned  by  a  hostale  M, 
nor  our  public  edifices  consumed  by  a  YnM 
foe. 

But,  nr,  this  veir  communication  is  pointed 
out  and  recommended,  by  the  present  Secretoy 
of  War,  as  connected  with  the  military  defence  oi 
the  country,  in  his  very  able  and  luminous  repor^ 
made  some  time  since,  on  the  subfect  of  *^imli- 
tary  roads  and  canals."  And  ii(  sir,  it  hss !»« 
shown  that  this  measure  is  better  calcoktedto 
secure  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  time  of  m 
than  the  forts  provided  for  at  an  expense  a 
millions,  how  is  it  in  time  of  peace  f  Yoor  Ibit8 
are  a  constant  burden  of  expense— 4he  other* 
a  source  of  unceasing  profit  and  advantage.  T« 
support  the  one,  you  must  keep  a  standinf  sny 
in  time  of  peace ;  the  other,  whfle  it  sSMi 
every  facility,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  trade  nd 
intercourse,  uniting  and  bringing  more  oeo^ 
together  distant  parts  of  our  country,  giving  in- 
terest and  activity  to  new  sources  of  ▼dtk, 
will  yield  you,  perhaps,  twelve  or  fiftea  per 
cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  The  one  Is  effeetel 
at  the  joint  expense  of  this  Government,  and 
States,  and  inaividuals  interested;  the  other 
exclusively  out  of  the  public  purse.  For  then 
reasons,  I  say,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken,  irhen 
he  supposes  this  amendment  has  no  connedioi 
with  the  bill  under  consideration. 

In  another  point  of  view,  the  nation,  eead  }b> 
S.,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  this  city.  Sir,  this  Qovemment  owM 
five  thousand  lota.  These  lots,  I  disooTcr,  ve 
estimated  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  Bj  tlni 
measure,  they  will  be  enhanced  more  than  five- 
fold in  value.  They  would  at  once  become  0 
object  of  speculation  to  the  capitalist.  Withoi^ 
this  canal,  this  city  and  your  public  property 
must  decline  together.  I^ie  avenues  nov  opa 
to  the  public  Treasury  must  soon  be  closed ;  and 
the  immense  expenditure  of  money,  in  bnildbv 
and  rebuilding  the  Capitol,  tiie  publio  office^ 
&c.,  must  soon  cease;  and  the  crowd  of  popu- 
lation which  has  thus  been  fed  upon  the  (M 
of  the  public  Treasury  must  depart  and  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere,  leaving  uie  onatal  of  fiu| 
proud  Bepublic.  the  wonder  and  adoniratioDor 
the  world,  a  melancholy  scene  of  deaolatkm  and 
decline. 

The  perfect  practicability  of  uniting  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  and  theOhioseemBto 
be  no  longer  doubtfoL  On  this  eubjeot  th«« 
exists  but  one  opinion  among  the  many  sl^ 
and  experienced  engineers  who  have  exanunea 
the  head  waters  of  these  streams,  ^^y*!]? 
found  to  approach  within  two  miles,  at  a  pow 
where  the  water  in  each  is  abundantiy  suffiQ^ 
to  turn  mills  in  the  dryest  seaaonfl^  ^  "^ 
canals  to  any  extent  piCr.  S.  here  referred  to 
the  report  of  the  Yir^a  and  Maiyland  Ood- 
missioners,  laid  upon  the  table  afewdaysaiBOAj 
This  report,  made,  said  Mr.  a,  by  gentlemen  a 
the  highest  respectability,  possesdng  inp<»^ 
practical  skill,  not  only  establishes  the  pr$c^ 
bility  of  uniting  these  streams,  but  it  shova,  Xff 
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ft  minnte  cldciilatioii,  that  the  whole  sun  re- 
(jnired  to  complete  this  canal  to  Cumberland, 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  distance  to  Pittsbnrg, 
R'ould  be  $1,678,954,  not  one-fourth  part  of  the 
mm  required  to  complete  the  New  York  canal ; 
this  splendid  work,  once  denounced  as  chimeri- 
cal and  absurd,  is  now  the  object  of  universal 
admiration  and  applause.  But  is  it,  in  anj 
point  of  view,  as  important  as  the  canal  now 
proposed?  Compare  them.  The  New  York 
3anal  passes  through  a  single  State,  and  terml- 
[lAtes  on  our  Northern  frontier.  The  Ohio  and 
Potomac  canal  will  pass  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  Bepublic,  opening  a  water  com- 
anmioation  from  me  Seat  of  the  National  Goy- 
smment  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  affording 
its  advantages  to  all  the  interhiediate  States, 
grafting  the  immense  and  various  productions 
>f  the  mterior  through  this  city  to  their  appro- 
priate markets,  at  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
present  cost  of  transportation  by  land.  Besides, 
ihis  canal  ezgojs  the  advantages  of  the  coal 
ande,  which  nature  has  denied  to  the  other. 
ind  being  in  a  milder  climate  will  remain  several 
ncmihs  longer  unobstructed  by  ice. 

But  this  report,  continued  Mr.  S.,  establishes 
^o  oUier  propositions,  to  which  he  begged 
eaye  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The 
int,  though  not  new,  he  said,  was  important ; 
t  was,  that  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  trans- 
sortation  by  canals  and  by  land  was  as  twenty 
;o  one ;  that  is,  that  the  cost  of  carriage  on  ca- 
uils  was  one-twentieth  part  only  of  the  cost 
ipon  roads.  This  was,  he  believed,  a  common 
result  to  which  all  writers  on  the  subject  had 
)ome,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  use  of 
sanals  wherever  adopted;  from  this,  it  evi- 
lently  followed  that  the  opening  of  this  canal 
iroald  place  the  seat  of  the  National  Govern- 
nent,  for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  of  inter- 
Kmrse^  within  fifteen  and  a  half  mUes  of  Pitts- 
varg.  The  whole  distance  by  water  would  be 
hxee  hundred  and  ten  miles;  divide  this  by 
irenty,  gives  fifteen  and  a  half  by  land.  It  has 
>eeii  ascertained,  said  he,  that  the  sum  paid  in 
?ittsbarg  alone,  in  one  year,  for  the  transporta- 
ion  of  goods  for  the  supply  of  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
\d(Lj  had  amounted  to  $1,600,000 ;  divide  this 
fy  twenty,  and  it  will  be  reduced  by  the  canal 
o  $75,000,  saving  the  West  from  an  annual 
axation  of  $1,426,000.  For  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation was,  he  said,  paid  by  the  consumer  of 
he  goods,  in  the  same  way  that  he  paid  the 
Luty  that  enriched  the  public  Treasury.  But 
Pittsburg  was  not  the  only  place  of  deposit. 
if.  8.  here  read  from  a  letter  which  he  had 
ately  received  from  a  respectable  merchant  in 
SHieelinff,  who  stated  that  he  received  on  an 
Kverage  |3,000,000  worth  of  goods  per  annum. 
It  his  store,  transported  on  the  Cumberland 
foadf  for  the  carriage  of  which  he  paid  about 
^90,000 ;  by  the  canal,  this  sum  would  be  re- 
hioed  (accoiding  to  the  principle  of  the  report 
x>  wMob  he  referred)  to  $6,000.  But  an  equal 
laving  would  be  effected  on  the  transportation 
xf  tibe  agricultural,  and  other  products  of  the 
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interior,  to  the  Eastern  markets.  He  would 
mention,  he  said,  a  single  £Eict,  which  might  il- 
lustrate the  importance  of  this  object :  from  the 
returns  of  the  marshals,  in  1810,  it  appeared 
that  there  had  been  manu&ctured  in  the  west- 
em  counties  of  Pennsylvania  alone,  in  that 
year,  417,181  barrels  of  flour  and  whiskev. 
These  articles  were  now  carried  principidiy 
over  the  mountains,  in  wagons,  at  an  expense 
of  about  three  dollars  per  barrel,  which  by  the 
canal  would  be  reducea  to  fifteen  cents  per  bar- 
reL  The  (^ass  manufactured  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, he  said,  was  transported  to  Baltimore  by 
land,  at  an  expense  of  near  one-fourth  of  the 
price  received ;  (a  higher  duty  than  was  paid 
by  the  foreign  article;)  on  tms  canal,  instead 
01  one  dolhur  per  box,  they  would  pay  five 
cents.  These  were  a  few  instances  selected  to 
illustrate  the  advantages  of  this  work ;  and  the 
results,  he  repeated,  were  inevitable,  if  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  report  was  correct; 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  universal  experience, 
and  by  all  writers  on  the  subject  with  which  he 
had  become  acquainted.  And  here,  he  said,  he 
would  appeal  to  sentiemen  opposed  to  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  he 
would  ask  them  whether,  while  they  '^thheld 
from  the  interior  and  the  West  the  benefits  of 
domestic  manufactures,  which  were  the  only 
markets  for  the  consumption  of  their  heavy 
agricultural  products,  they  would  also  withhold 
every  &cility  for  carrying  them  to  an  Eastern 
market,  by  which  the  price  would  be  reduced 
to  the  purchaser,  and  increased  to  the  seller? 
He  hoped  such  imustice  as  this  would  find  no 
advocate  on  that  floor. 

The  other  position  established  by  the  com- 
missioners in  their  report,  to  which  he  referred, 
was  tills — ^that  a  moderate  toll  upon  this  canal 
could  not  fail  to  yield  a  revenue  of  at  least  fif- 
teen per  cent  on  the  stock  invested*  And  this 
was  supported  and  conflrmed  by  another  able 
writer  on  this  subject,  late  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress, who  showed  that  a  much  larger  amount 
would  be  received  from  the  profits  of  the  coal 
trade  alone,  independent  ox  the  tolls  on  tiie 
lumber,  lime,  goods,  and  the  various  produc- 
tions of  the  interior.  And  this  would,  perhaps, 
not  be  considered  extravagant^  when  we  recol- 
lect that  in  England  some  of  the  canals  em- 
ployed exclusively  in  the  transportation  of  coal 
yield  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  the  shares  of  stock  had 
increased  in  value  from  one  hundred  to  three 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  each.  He  re- 
ferred, he  said,  to  the  Loughborough  canal, 
which  overcome  a  fall  of  more  than  twenty- 
eight  feet  per  mile,  while  an  average  of  less 
than  eleven  feet  would  overcome  the  fall  from 
this  city  to  the  summit  level  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain.  The  whole  fall  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain  to  tide-water  was  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  f^t.  He  had  in  his  hand, 
he  said,  a  statement  of  tiie  value  of  the  stocks 
and  the  tolls  collected  on  thirtv  canals  in  Eng- 
land, taken  from  a  London  Magazine  of  1812, 
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from  which  it  appeared  that  these  stocks,  upon 
an  average,  had  increased  in  value  six  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  yielded  an  average  profit  of  thirty 
per  cent,  per  annum ;  from  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  commissioners  were 
not  extravagant  in  saying  that  the  proposed 
canal  would  yield  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  the 
more  especiallv  when  it  is  cousidered  that  the 

Eroposed  canal  would  be  little  more  than  three 
undred  miles  in  length.  Tet  it  will  promote 
our  inland  navigation  of  near  three  thousand, 
and  of  course  c^w  to  itself  all  the  advantages 
of  the  immense,  populous,  and  productive  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  the 
Potomac,  the  Chesapeake,  and  their  tributary 
8tream&  I^  then,  tne  toll  be  so  regulated  as 
to  yield  fifteen  per  cent.,  would  it  not  be  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  measure  of 
revenue,  independent  of  the  thousand  other  ad- 
vantages, to  borrow  the  money,  as  is  proposed 
in  a  very  able  report  made  upon  this  subject 
during  tiie  last  session?  Any  sum  could  be 
readily  obtained,  at  home  or  abroad,  at  five  per 
cent    The  last  loan  was  obtained  for  less. 

8uppose,  then,  the  Government  were  to  loan 
three  millions,  the  whole  sum  required,  at  five 
per  cent.,  and  make  it  irredeemable  for  twelve 
years,  the  funds  being  all  on  hand,  the  canal,  it 
is  believed,  could  be  completed  in  six  years — 
perhaps  less.  Let  the  toll  then  yield  fifteen  per 
cent.,  and  in  less  than  twelve  years  from  the 
date  of  the  loan  the  tolls  alone  will  amount  to 
a  sum  sufficient  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  whole  of 
the  debt  and  interest,  without  taking  one  cent 
from  the  public  Treasury — leaving  the  Govern- 
ment the  absolute  proprietors  of  three  millions 
of  stock,  yielding  annually  into  the  Treasury 
the  sum  ot  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Regulate  your  tolls  so  as  to  yield  fifteen 
per  cent. — ^the  sum  fixed  by  the  commissioners 
in  their  report — and  this  result  is  inevitable. 
It  is  a  matter  of  mathematical  demonstration, 
and  these  profits  must  of  course  increase  with 
the  increasing  trade,  resources,  and  population 
of  the  West. 

On  this  subject  Mr.  S.  said,  he  professed  to 
have  no  practical  knowledge.  His  reasoning 
was  predicated  upon  l^e  principles  of  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners — ^all  of  whom  were 
men  of  talent — some  of  them  practical  men, 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
the  James  River  Oanal.  He  therefore  consid- 
ered their  opinions  entitled  to  great  respect  If 
they  were  wrong,  his  reasoning  would  be  in  the 
same  degree  erroneous. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  dawn  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  by  canals,  began  to  open 
upon  this  nation,  and  to  dispel  the  doubt  and 
darkness  which  had  so  long  enshrouded  us. 
The  New  York  Canal,  he  hoped,  would  have 
the  effect  here  that  the  Bridgewater  Canal  had 
in  England ;  that  it  would  awaken  the  nation 
to  a  sense  of  its  true  interest.  In  1769,  when 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  finished  his  canal  in 
England,  there  was  not  another  in  that  empire ; 
in  1806  there  was  completed  245,  and  legisla- 


tive provision  made  for  57  oih&rs ;  22  of  then  • 
united  the  waters  of  the  East  and  th«  Wee^ 
crossing   a   mountain,  which   separated  tk 
country  as  the  Alleghany  did  this,    nurty-tn 
miles  were  entirely  subterraneous.    To  d^j 
these  canals  would  be  to  cut  the  veins  wM 
gave  circulation  to  the  life's  blood  of  that  p<rv- 
erful  nation.    France,  he  said,  had  not  beeoio* 
attentive  to  this  important  subject;  dbebid 
made  many  canals,  at  a  great  expense.  Tpoa 
one  she  had  expended  more  than  twelve  oi- 
lions  of  dollars.    Other  Governments  bad  bed 
even  more  provident.     Claudius,  one  of  tk 
Roman  emperora,  it  was  said,  had  emplojed 
80,000  men  for  twelve  years  upon  a  singje  «• 
nal ;  and  Holland,  scarce  half  as  large  as  sooe 
of  our  States,  had  expended  upon  canals  £360,- 
000,000,  more  than  double  the  whole  amosBt 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  Government  aan 
the  formation  of  the  constitution.    Sir,  sdd  li^ 
8.,  we  have  expended  $582,000,000.    h  tk 
last  twenty  years,  $469,000,000  had  been  ex- 
pended.     What  had  become  of  itf  Itw 
gone.    Expended  on  navies,  and  armies,  nd 
forts,  and  fortifications^  in  supporting  fordp 
Ministers,  light-houses,  ships,  buoys,  and  ba- 
cons, to  facilitate  and  protect  foreign  oommeitti 
which  had  drained  our  life's  blood,  and  alnwi 
bankrupted  the  nation.    Tea,  sir,  I  s&y  anoa 
for  the  defence  of  fareifrn  commerce.    Waswa 
the  late  war  declared  emphatically  in  de&Boe 
of  **  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  ?"    And  As 
would  be  the  source  of  every  war  with  wlwfc 
this  country  might  hereafter  be  afflicted. 

And  what,  sir,  has  been  done  for  intefnl 
commerce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior.  voAd 
the  West?  They  had  contributed  their  follpa^ 
tion  of  the  public  revenue.  Sir,  said  he,  «i» 
the  commencement  of  this  Qovemment,  to  thB 
day,  you  have  e3cpended  scarcely  two  milGaDs 
of  dollars  to  facilitate  internal  trade,  byinteml 
improvements ;  and  even  this  paltry  snm  the 
State  of  Ohio  was  bound  to  refund.  Bat  ^ 
West  had  not  only  contributed  her  share  of  fl» 
public  revenue,  but  she  nobly  and  glorioa^ 
shed  the  full  portion  of  the  blood  spUt  in  tbe 
defence  of  "free  trade  and  sailors'  rights."  She 
has  done  it  cheerfully,  and  would  do  it  ag^ 
when  occasion  required  it.  But  the  people  » 
the  West  did  entertain  a  hope  that  their  inter- 
ests would  not  be  wholly  neglected ;  thata»» 
small  portion  of  the  nation^  revenues  wosldbe 
devoted  to  the  benefit  of  "internal  oonnneroj 
among  the  States,"  and  not  exclusively  laty^w 
upon  objects  connected  with  foreign  oommer» 
This  was,  he  sdd,  a  reasonable  expectation,  vA 
he  hoped  it  would  be  gratified  in  the  aoooffi- 
phshment  of  the  object  of  the  amendment  b^ 
had  offered ;  however,  if  it  was  refosed,  thert 
was  one  consolation  still  left :  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  the  West  would  be  ri)le  to 
command  upon  this  floor  that  just  attention  to 
her  interest  which  might  now  be  vithbdj. 
And,  sir,  when  she  comes  here  in  her  jHidetf<» 
in  her  power ;  when  her  weight  will  be  fel^ 
and  her  voice  will  be  heard,  in  the  dedaion  of 
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the  grayest  qaestion  which  cordd  he  agitated  in 
this  oonnirj,  he  hoped  that,  while  she  forgot 
her  enemies,  she  would  not  he  nnmindfnl  of  her 
friends.  The  West,  he  trusted,  wonld  always 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  decisions  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  this  nation.  From  that 
quarter,  the  sound  of  "rehellion,^'  which  had 
lately  assailed  our  ears,  would,  he  hoped,  never 
oome. 

While  we  see  other  Governments,  ftumar- 
chuSy  BO  attentive  to.  the  interests  of  the  people, 
affording  every  pos^hle  facility  to  internal  trade 
and  intercourse  where  the  advantages  and  in- 
daoements  are  not  half  so  great  as  they  are 
here,  for  few  countries  possess  such  an  extent 
of  territory,  such  a  variety  of  climate,  and  of 
floil,  separated  and  intersected  hy  such  immense 
mountaiDs,  rivers,  and  lakes,  aU  affording  the 
greatest  feicilities  and  strongest  inducements  to 
internal  improvements;  while,  said  he,  mon- 
archs  are  thus  employing  the  puhlic  purse  for 
tiie  people's  henefit,  shall  we,  the  people's  Rep- 
resentatives, lavish  their  money  on  ohjects  of 
military  grandeur,  (for,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have 
this  day  voted  away  near  ^ve  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  military  appropriation  hills,)  neglecting 
their  more  immediate  and  important  interests? 
Sir,  if  we  are  thus  interrogated  hy  the  people, 
are  we  prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory 
answer? 

The  money  expended  on  armies  is  gone,  and 
no  more  heard  of  it,  while  the  henefits  of  that 
expended  in  canals  would  he  eigoyed  for  centu- 
ries io  oome;  and,  as  stock,  would  annually 
yield  a  revenue  to  the  Government  Mr.  S. 
said  he  was  aware  that  constitutional  ohjections 
were  fashionahle  on  subjects  of  this  sort.  But, 
sir,  said  he,  this  amendment  involves  the  exer- 
dse  of  no  doubtfid  constitutional  power;  it 
proposed  the  employment  of  topographical  en- 
gineers on  an  object  connected  with  military 
purposes;  we  were  in  the  daily  practice  of  pro- 
viding for  the  surveys  of  coasts  and  har^rs, 
and  ba^s  and  rivers,  for  commercial  purposes 
only,  unconnected  with  military  objects.  Look, 
sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  report  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  year,  and  you  will  find  half  a  dozen 
items  of  this  sort:  surveying  the  Mississippi, 
clearing  out  the  river  Thames,  surveying  the 
coast  of  Carolina,  &c.  This  proposition,  there- 
fore, avoided  these  knotty  and  difficult  ques- 
tions. But,  sir,  if  it  involved  the  exercise  of 
our  constitutional  powers  on  this  subject  to 
their  utmost  extent,  is  not  the  question  settled? 
Sir,  it  is.  Gentlemen  would  recollect,  he  said, 
that  at  the  last  session,  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  the  enacting  daase  of  the  bill 
for  the  erection  of  gates  on  the  Cumberland 
road,  on  the  ground  that  we  had  no  power  to 
erect  gates,  and  impose  fines  and  penalties  for 
their  evasion ;  yet,  sir,  from  the  vote  upon  that 
question,  it  appears  that  but  thirty-seven  doubt- 
ed the  power  of  the  Government  even  to  go 
thus  far,  while  seventy-six  voted  in  its  favor. 
And  in  the  Senate,  where  were  to  be  found 
some  of  the  most  profound,  experienced,  and 


enlightened  constitutional  lawyers  in  this  or  in 
any  other  country,  there  were  hut  seven  votes 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  exerted 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  Gk)vemment 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  to  its 
utmost  limit  If  a  vote  of  more  Hian  two  to 
one  in  this  House,  and  more  tiian  four  to  one 
in  the  Senate,  did  not  settle  the  question,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  would. 

The  constitution,  he  said,  expressly  gave  to 
Congress  the  power  to  *^  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,'^  as  well  as  "  with  foreign 
nations.''  In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  (for  it 
could  not  be  justified  by  any  other,)  we  appro- 
priate annually  about  $200,000  to  erect  and 
support  light-houses,  buoys,  beacons,  Ac,  by 
which  internal  commerce  was  facilitated  for 
hundreds  of  miles  into  the  interior,  up  your 
bays  and  rivers,  even  to  this  city.  And  if  you 
have  the  power  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
bays  and  rivers,  by  erecting  lights  and  piers, 
and  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
vessels  and  crafts  of  fdH;y  to  fifty  tons,  why  not 
go  further,  and  remove  obstructions,  and  facili- 
tate the  navigation,  by  opening  canals  for  boats 
carrying  thirty  or  forty  tons,  a  few  hundred 
miles  Airther  into  the  interior?  If  you  can 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and 
bay,  fh>m  the  Atlimtic  to  this  city,  why  not  go 
on  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg?  Sir,  said  Hx.  S., 
the  powOT  and  the  principle  is  the  same.  He 
defied  the  ingenuity  of  any  gentleman  to  draw 
a  distinction;  even  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Smtth)  himself  could  not  show  anj 
constitutional  difference.  The  constitution 
merely  gave  the  power  ''to  regulate  com- 
merce ;"  it  did  not  prescribe  the  manner.  This 
was  left  to  Congress,  who  had  expressly  the 
power  to  pass  all  laws  "necessary  and  proper 
to  regulate  conuneroe  among  the  States.''  If 
they  consider  it ''  necessary  and  proper''  to  cut 
a  canal  for  this  .purpose,  they  have  expressly, 
by  the  constitution,  the  power  to  do  it  This 
was  too  clear  to  admit  a  doubt,  it  could  not  be 
obscured  by  all  the  political  metaphyncs  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

But  the  constitution  has  also  given  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  provide  for  tiie  defence  of 
the  country ;  this  no  one  denied ;  and  he 
thought  he  had  already  clearly  shown  that  this 
measure  was  intimately  connected  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  seat  of  the  National  Governmenti 
which,  from  the  experience  of  the  late  war,  it 
appeared,  stood  in  need  of  defence.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  he  said,  he  was  supported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  himself^  who  had 
pointed  out  this  object  in  his  splendid  report  on 
"  Military  Roads  and  Canals,"  already  referred 
to. 

The  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  had 
been  justified  a  few  days  ago  by  a  gentleman 
who  denied  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
on  the  ground  that  it  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
public  knds,  with  respect  to  which  the  consti- 
tution gave  Congress  the  power  to  make  ''all 
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needftd  rnlee  and  regulations."  Now,  as  the 
cost  of  interooorse  upon  the  canal  would  be 
only  one-twentieth  part  of  the  cost  on  the  road, 
would  not  the  canal,  in  the  same  proportion, 
enhance  the  price  and  fiioUitate  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  9  And  but  a  small  portion  of  these 
kuids,  he  said,  had  yet  been  disposed  ot  The 
amount  sold  had  brought  about  sixty  millions 
"of  dollars ;  the  amount  yet  to  be  disposed  of 
would  bring  (if  sold  at  the  minimum  price, 
$1  25)  more  than  $500,000,000.  Then,  sir, 
said  MI,  S.,  whether  this  canal  is  regarded  as 
^'necessary  and  proper"  for  the  regulation  ^^of 
commerce  among  the  States,"  or  as  **  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  defence  of  this  city  and  the 
District,  it  is,  in  either  case,  equally  in  the  pow- 
er of  Congress,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
constitution,  to  make  it  But,  sir,  we  are  told 
this  will  be  a  Tiolation  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  through  which  it  may  pass— it  will 
trench  upon  their  powers.  Sir,  the  States 
concernea  will  thank  Oongress  for  thus  violat- 
ing their  rights.  It  is  a  concurrent  power 
which  violates  no  right;  a  power  which  is  only 
felt  by  tiie  States  in  the  benefits  and  blessings 
it  confers.  Sir,  it  is  conferring  powers  upon 
the  States  by  the  General  Government;  it  is 

S'ving  monev  (which  is  power)  to  the  States,  to 
i  expended  within  their  territorieS|  and  for 
their  benefit,  adding  to  their  wealth,  power,  and 
resources,  at  the  expense  of  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment Yet  we  are  told  it  is  a  violation  of 
State  rights.  Sir,  these  gentlemen  are  not  the 
friends,'4hey  are  the  enemies  of  State  rights. 
While  we  are  passing  whole  codes  of  penal  laws, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  claimed  as  incidental  to 
the  fearful  right  of  raising  armies  and  navies, 
and  imposing  taxes  and  burdens  upon  the  peo- 
ple, (here  the  States  might  startle,  and  states- 
men might  stop  and  pause  in  their  career ;)  but 
not  a  word  is  heard  from  those  champions  of 
State  rights.  You  may  pass  laws  taking  away 
the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen,  as 
incidental  to  the  express  right  to  ^4ay  taxes," 
without  exciting  any  uneasiness  or  alarm.  But, 
when  you  attempt  to  give  up  a  part  of  the  mo- 
ney of  ^e  General  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  States  and  the  people ;  when  you  propose 
thus  to  confer  benefits  and  blessings  upon  them, 
you  are  met  at  once  by  this  fearful  alarm 
about  "swidlowing  up  the  States,"  violating 
their  rights,  &c.  Mr,  S.  said  he  could  assure 
gentlemen  that  the  States  concerned  did  not 
thank  them  for  their  friendly  interference  in 
opposing  these  measures. 

From  tiie  report  referred  to,  Ur*  S.  said,  it 
appeared  that  a  meeting  of  twelve  commission- 
ers, appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  by  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  was  held  at  Annapolis  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1784,  consisting  of  General 
Gates,  Judge  Ohase,  and  others  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished patriots  of  that  day.  At  this  meet- 
ing General  Wabhinotoit  presided ;  and,  after 
consultation,  it  was  resolved,  ^^  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  conference  tiiiat  the  removing 


the  obstructions  in  the  river  Potomac,  and 
making  the  same  navigable  from  tide-water  k 
far  up  the  North  Branch  as  may  be  convement 
and  practicable,  will  increase  the  conmieroe  d 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  greatly  promoiB 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  by  formiiig 
free  and  easy  conmiunication  and  connectkn 
with  the  people  settled  on  the  Western  waten. 
already  very  considerable  in  their  numbers,  and 
rapidly  increaang,  ih>m  the  mildness  of  tlie 
dixnate  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil." 

In  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  this  work, 
they  go  on  to  say,  that  it  would  afibrd  "sob* 
stantial  proof  to  our  brethren  of  the  Westen 
territory  of  our  dispo^tion  to  connect  ounelTiB 
with  them  by  the  strongest  bonds  of  friendsh^ 
and  mutual  interest."  It  would,  they  esj  ia 
another  part  of  their  report,  ^  contribute  moch 
to  their  convenience  and  accommodation ;  vA 
the  benefits  resulting  therefirom  to  these  Stata 
would  compensate  the  expense  of  a  road"  from 
Cumberland  to  the  Monongahela  River,  whidi 
iJiey  also  proposed  to  have  opened.  These 
were  the  views  of  the  patriots  of  the  Beyota- 
tion,  of  the  sages  of  '76,  near  forty  years  ^ 
on  tnis  subject  They  were  the  views  of  TFiSB- 
moTON,  who  fixed  the  seat  of  Government  w& 
a  view  to  this  very  object  He  clearly  fotmw 
its  advantages,  and,  had  he  lived,  we  shonU 
have  long  since  enjoyed  their  glorious  coDsam* 
mation.  Wasbikgton  afterwards,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  Slst  of  October,  1788,  expressed  bim- 
self  on  the  subject  as  follows : 

"  The  eztendve  inland  narigatioiif  with  whatii  fta 
conntry  aboondSi  and  the  easv  coaummiostion  wliich 
many  of  them  afford,  with  me  amaiing  tenitoiy  to 
the  weetwaid  of  us,  w31  certainly  be  prMnctiTe  of  ii* 
finite  advantages  to  the  Atlantic  States,  if  the  I^ 
latores  of  those  through  which  they  pass  haTe  VibO' 
tMty  and  pablic  spirit  enough  to  unpzove  tiiem.  For 
my  own  part,  X  wish  sincerely  that  eveiy  door  todtfj 
conntxy  may  be  set  wide  open,  that  the  commeroil 
interoonnNi  with  it  may  be  rendered  as  free  and  esif 
as  poesible.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  belt,  if »« 
the  only  cement  that  can  bind  those  people  to  niw 
any  length  of  time-'and  we  shall,  I  think,  be  defi- 
cient in  foiefflght  and  wisdom,  if  we  neglect  • 
means  of  e£focting  it  Our  interest  is  so  macb  i> 
unison  with  tiie  policy  of  this  measure,  that  nwuK 
short  of  that  ill-timed  and  misapplied  pazaiiiioiiT  and 
contracted  ways  of  thinking,  which  inteniui«)«  • 
mudi  in  all  our  pubUc  coondls,  can  coonterKt  it 

If,  sir,  it  was  properly  called  "iU-timedptfj- 
simony  and  contracted  policy,"  thirty-five y«" 
ago,  even  before  the  establi^iment  of  the  pi*^ 
ent  constitution,  what  would  be  swd  o^'^"^?: 
At  that  time  there  were  but  few  settlers  m  v» 
West ;  they  had  few  wants,  and  theyj^ 
easily  supplied,  where  we  find  now  wnie  oTPJ 
most  powerful  and  populous  States,  e^U^y"^!": 
the  refinements  and  indulging  in  all  thelnxww 
of  the  most  polished  society.  Whore  ^ 
were  Indian  huts  you  now  find  splendid  cio» 
The  country  then  inhabited  by  savages  tfj 
beasts  of  prey  is  now  covered  with  town*  ^ 
villages^  and  cultivated  fieldfl.    If  this  measo^ 
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was  neoessary  then,  how  much  more  imperious- 
ly is  it  demanded  now  ? 

Hr.  S.  said  he'wonld  not  trespass  longer  on 
the  time  of  the  House.  He  felt  much  indebted 
for  their  indulgent  attention,  and  he  wonld 
conclude  with  expressing  the  hope  that  this 
measure  would  not  be  r^ected,  especiallj  when 
gentlemen  took  into  view  the  immense  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  it  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  by  uniting  the  East  aud  the  West, 
equal,  already,  to  two  great  empires — ^its  advan- 
tages to  internal  commerce,  opening  an  inland 
navigation  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  the 
city  of  New  Orleans — ^its  advantages  to  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the 
interior,  now  laboring  under  insurmountable 
difficulties.  Hebegg^  gentJeroen  to  consider 
its  advantages  to  this  city,  in  which  all  had  an 
iatereet,  as  the  seat  of  the  National  Government 
— ^its  growth,  its  prosperity,  its  defence,  were 
important,  and  would  be  promoted.  It  would 
enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands  and  the 
public  lots.  It  would  make  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment follow  the  march  of  power  to  the 
West  It  would  place  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
f  rat  markets  in  the  world.  And  to  accomplish 
all  these,  and  many  other  equally  important  ob- 
jects connected  with  this  subject,  it  was  pro- 
posed, not  that  the  Government  snould  give  a 
gratuity  to  the  States  concerned,  but  that  it 
should  subscribe  a  sum,  as  stock,  corresponding 
with  the  interest  we  had  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  in  view,  and  from  which  we  will 
hereafter  derive  our  full  share  of  the  profits,  in 
oommon  with  the  States  and  individuals  oon- 
oemed.  We  thus  avoid  all  constitutional  diffi- 
ooltiea,  and  they  were,  certainly,  the  only  objec- 
tions that  could  be  urged  against  this  measure 
— a  measure  due  to  the  city----due  to  the  interior 
—it  was  due  to  the  We6t---4o  ourselves,  and  to 
the  nation,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  nay,  he  felt 
certain,  of  its  final  adoption. 


WsDNESDAT,  February  26. 
Suppremon  of  Public  DocwmmU, 

Mb.  Campbell  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
frran  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  further  inquiries  re- 
specting the  suppression  of  a  certain  paragraph 
contained  in  a  letter  oonununlcated  to  this  House 
at  the  last  session ;  and  the  said  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tbeasust  DspAimcEirr,  FA,  24,  1828. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
ttndocing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representadyes, 
of  the  uxtb  of  the  same  month,  and  requesting  the 
eommunication  of  any  information,  not  already  com- 
nmnicated,  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  obsenre,  that  when  the  Bank  of 
tfie  United  States  went  into  operation,  an  effort  was 
nade  to  simplify  the  operations  of  the  Treasury, 
Affongh  the  instrumentality  of  that  institution.    To 


give  to  this  effort  the  greatest  efficiency,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bank  should  have  the  selection,  not  omy  of 
the  State  banks  in  which  the  public  money  should  be 
deposited,  in  places  where  it  had  established  no  office, 
but  of  those  whose  notes  should  be  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue ;  and  that  all  money  so  deposit- 
ed, should  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  trust  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Treasurer 
might  draw  upon  the  bank,  at  any  place  where  the 
public  money  was  deposited,  whether  there  were  any 
public  money  at  such  place  or  not ;  with  the  under- 
standing, however,  that  reasonable  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  bank,  when  it  was  intended  to  draw  for 
any  considerable  amount  beyond  the  sum  on  deposit 
at  such  place. 

This  project  was  generally  carried  into  effect,  in 
the  course  of  1817,  after  the  State  banks  had  resum- 
ed specie  payments.  The  notes  of  all  such  banks, 
in  the  Western  States,  were  received  by  the  land  offi- 
cers, and  deposited,  as  specie,  in  the  offices  of  (he 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  axid  in  the  State  banks, 
emdoyed  as  offices  of  deposit. 

This  plan  of  simplifying  the  operations  of  the  Treas- 
ury, was,  in  the  course  of  1818,  interrupted,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  the  complaints  of  the  State  banks,  em- 
ployed as  offices  of  deposit,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  acted  oppresdvely  and  capriciously  to- 
wards them,  by  subjecting  them  to  all  the  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  the  relation  they  held,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  most  of  the  advantages  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  that  rdation ;  and,  on  the 
other,  by  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  al- 
leging that  the  State  banks  were  desirous  of  appropri- 
ating to  themselves  all  the  advantages  of  their  situa- 
tion, without  bearing  any  part  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  it  by  its  charter,  or  by  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  Treasury,  one  of  the  most  onerous  of 
which  was  the  implied  obligation  it  had  incurred  of 
guaran^dng  uot  only  the  solvency  of  those  buiks, 
whilst  they  were  employed  as  offices,  but  also  of  the 
other  State  banks,  whose  notes  were  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue.  This  state  of  coIliBion  and  ir- 
ritation continued  increasing  until  the  autumn  of 
1618,  when  the  bank  notified  the  Department  that  it 
could  no  longer  execute  its  airangement,  without  sac- 
rificing the  essential  interest  of  the  institutioa  At 
the  same  time,  it  declared  its  deteimination  to  receive 
from  the  land  officers  nothing  but  its  own  notes,  and 
the  current  coin  of  the  Union,  except  as  special  de- 
posit. Shortiy  after  this  determination,  many  of  the 
Western  banks  stopped  payment. 

The  experience  of  the  bank  had,  about  this  period, 
let  to  the  oonriction,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  keep 
its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  Western  States,  and  or- 
ders were,  consequentiy,  issued  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn,  or  in  the  early  part  of  1819,  forbidding  its 
Western  offices  to  issue  their  notes^  even  on  a  deposit 
of  specie.  The  determination  which  it  had  formed 
in  relation  to  payments  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
was,  therefore,  practically  a  determination  to  receive 
nothing  but  current  gold  and  silver  coin,  which  was 
nearly  as  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  the  Western 
States,  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
At  this  time  there  was  due  the  United  States  nearly 
twen^  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  a  great  part  c^  which  debt  had  been  con- 
tracted during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  when  the  notes  of  neariy 
all  the  Western  banks  were  receivable  in  payment 
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It  was  manifest,  upon  the  slightest  reflection,  that 
this  detennination  of  the  hank  would  sreatlj  rednce 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasuiy  from  uat  important 
branch  of  the  pablic  revenue,  but  that  consideration 
would  not,  alone,  have  been  sufficient  to  have  induc- 
ed the  Ezecutivo  department  to  have  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  measure,  which  was,  with  great  de- 
liberation, adopted  upon  the  occasion. 

To  have  permitted  the  distress  and  ruin  in  which 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  would  have  been 
involved,  by  the  refusal  to  receive  from  them  any 
thing  in  payment  but  the  current  coin  of  the  Union, 
and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
such  circumstances,  without  an  effort  by  the  Execu- 
tive Department  to  avert  them,  would  have  excited 
feelings  in  a  large  and  meritorious  body  of  citizens, 
which  no  prudent  Government,  even  if  despotic,  could 
have  seen  with  indifference.  It  is  confidently  believ- 
ed, that,  if  no  such  effort  had  been  made,  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Government  would  have  been 
charged  with  the  most  shameful  imbecility,  and  that 
the  Treasury  Department  would  have  been  loaded 
with  the  public  execration.  If  an  effort  was  to  be 
made  to  afford  relief,  the  alternative  presented  was  to 
continue  to  receive  die  notes  of  the  few  banks  in  the 
West,  which  still  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  enter 
them  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  offices  of 
the  bank,  as  special  deposit ;  or  to  deposit  them  in 
State  banks,  upon  conditions  which  would  make  it 
their  interest  to  return  them  into  oiroulatton  as  soon 
as  practicable,  on  account  of  the  Government  In 
the  first  case,  they  would  have  accumulated  in  tiiose 
offices,  without  the  possibility  of  being  put  again  into 
circulation  on  account  of  the  Government,  as  those 
offices  would  have  had  no  inducement  to  make  exer- 
tions to  convert  them  into  specie,  or  transfer  the 
amount,  by  the  purchase  of  biUs  of  exchange  upon 
New  Orleans,  or  upon  the  Atlantic  cities.  To  effect 
either  of  these  operations,  it  was  manifest  that  the 
employment  of  the  State  banks  was  indispensable. 
The  arrangements  proposed  were  maturely  considered 
and  adopted,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
who  was  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis 
which  had  arrived. 

The  inducements  which  were  offered  to  those  banks, 
to  resume  and  continue  apecie  payments,  and  to 
transfer  the  excess  of  the  public  revenue  collected  in 
the  Western  States,  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  places 
where  it  could  be  expended,  were  believed  to  be  both 
justifiable  and  sufficient  to  insure  success,  and  the 
result  has  proven  that  nothing  was  necessary  to  the 
most  complete  success,  but  the  want  of  integrity  in 
those  who  had  the  direction  of  some  of  those  institu- 
tions.* Against  this  contingency,  the  department 
availed  itself  of  all  the  means  within  its  reach,  and 
confided  in  the  representations  of  gentiemen  who  oc- 
cupied high  and  responsible  stations  in  the  public 
councils,  whose  judgment  and  integrity  were  consid- 
ered unquestionable,  and  whose  means  of  information 
excluded  almost  the  possibility  of  mistake.  Notwith- 
standing the  want  of  integrity  which  has  been  mam- 
fested  by  the  directors  of  several  of  those  banks  which 
have  failed,  it  is  still  confidently  believed,  that,  after 
making  a  liberal  allowance  for  any  loss  which  possibly 
may  occur,  by  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 


*  This  l8  proven  by  the  foct  that  tho  banks  of  Illinois,  of 
Madison,  and  of  Columbns,  have  fulfilled  their  engagements 
with  fidelity,  and  atUl  continue  to  Ailfll  them ;  and  that  the 
Bank  of  GhlUicothe  laithftUly  lUlfllled  its  engagements,  as 
long  as  they  existed. 


Cincinnati,  the  Banks  of  Ylncennea,  Edwardsrilk, 
and  Missouri,  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  fioa 
those  arrangements  will  greatiy  preponderate  oiff 
such  loss. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  whether  any  loss  will  eiest- 
ually  be  sustained  by  the  Government  from  atheiof 
those  banks.  No  apprehension  is  entertained  of  kxi 
from  any  other.  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bask 
of  Cincinnati  is,  therefore,  the  only  one  in  whidi 
public  money  has  been  deposited,  where  the  Bsnktf 
the  United  States  had  established  an  office^  fioe 
which  there  is  any  dang^  of  loss. 

That  bank,  in  a  very  short  time  after  it  ixsmA 
specie  payments,  in  confonni^  with  its  agreemat 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  stopped  payment^  ani 
has  never  made  any  return,  or  answered  anj  of  tin 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  it  for  infonmr 
tion.  The  impression,  in  relation  to  it,  has,  ^erefbie^ 
been  very  un&vorable.  A  suit  has  been  brtngM 
against  it,  in  the  Federal  court,  for  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  in  its  possession,  which  has  not  yet  been 
decided. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Farmers  vA 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  OS&r 
cothe,  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Kentocky,  ^ 
Louisville,  where  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  Usitol 
States  had  been  established,  by  which  the  poUie 
money  collected  at  the  land  offices,  in  the  vidni^  ^ 
those  banks,  was  deposited  in  them,  were  not  oon- 
municated  to  Congress  at  the  next  session  after  tbeir 
date,  from  mere  inadvertence  to  the  provision  of  the 
charter  to  which  the  resolution  refers.  They  ircn^ 
however,  matters  of  general  notoriety,  not  onlj  iodtf 
Western  States,  but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  \Jwx». 
Omissions  of  this  nature  have  frequentiy  occurred  is 
the  departments,  and,  it  is  presumed,  wDl  occur  here- 
afler,  with  officers  the  most  attentive.  The  notoriety, 
however,  which  attended  these  arrangements  with  » 
banks,  it  is  presumed,  will  satisfy  the  committee^ 
that  there  was  neither  a  wish  or  intention  to  witfahoU 
from  Congress  the  fact  of  such  depoats,  sod  Um 
reason  upon  which  the  measure  was  founded. 

The  papers  which  are  herewith  traoanitted  snppoit 
the  views  presented  in  this  letter.     I  remain,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

The  Hon.  Jomr  W.  Campbeuu. 


Thtbsdat,  February  27. 
Suppremon  of  Public  DoeumenU, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  who  commitied  the 
act  of  suppressing  certain  passages  of  docamenti 
transmitted  to  the  House,  made  a  report  in  rel^ 
tion  thereto,  recommending  that  the  commitMj 
be  discharged  from  the  further  oonsideratioD^ 
the  inquiry  committed  to  it ;  which  report  and 
resolution  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  tbe 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  instituted  under  the  resolotiQO  tf 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  i» 
leave  to  report,  in  part : 

Thus  far,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  beia 
chiefly  directed  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  in- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  member  of  the  resoluti* 
As  the  investigation  was  undertaken  withoot  soj  0°* 
guine  expectations  of  being  able  to  designate  the  p^ 
son  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paragr^w^ 
the  letter  A  5,  they  feel  but  littie  disappointed  is  09^ 
having  made  the  diiscovery. 
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The  committee  requested  the  appearanoe  of  eveiy 
person  who,  it  was  sapposed,  could  make  any  disclo- 
sure, tending  in  the  least  degree  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  ohject  for  which  they  were  appointed. 
The  attendance  of  the  witnesses  was  prompt,  and  all 
the  depositions  were  made  under  the  solemnities  of  an 
oath.  That  the  testimony  might  he  as  explicit  and 
intelligihle  as  possible,  interrogatories,  deemed  the 
most  pertinent,  were  propounded  to  the  witnesses,  and 
the  responses  reduced  to  writing,  in  the  language  in 
which  they  were  given. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  testimony  which  has  been  ooUected,  in 
addition  to  that  already  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook,  the  member  from  the  State  of  Dlinois, 
deposes,  that  the  documents  of  which  letter  A  5  is  one, 
were  in  his  possession  two  or  three  days ;  that  he  be- 
lieTes  no  person,  during  that  period,  had  access  to 
them  in  his  absence ;  that  Mr.  Edwaixls,  a  Senator 
firom  the  State  of  Illinois,  inspected  them  in  his  pres- 
ence ;  but  whether  the  inspection  extended  to  letter 
A  5  he  is  unable  to  say ;  that  he  is  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Van  Swearingen,  late  a  Represent- 
tive  firom  Virginia,  was  present ;  but  thinks  he  did 
not  examine  the  documents.  Mr.  Cook  states  it  to 
be  his  impression  that  he  read  letter  A  5,  before  the 
documents  were  printed ;  that  he  has  no  recollection 
of  seeing  the  brackets,  cross,  and  underscoring,  at 
that  time,  nor  does  he  yet  know  by  whom,  when,  or 
where,  they  were  made ;  that  he  did  not  know,  until 
the  pendency  of  the  former  investigation,  that  the 
practice,  in  the  office  of  the  Intelligencer,  was  to  omit 
planting  those  paragraphs  which  are  included  in 
brackets,  and  crossed ;  that  the  documents  were  in 
his  drawer,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  about  a 
day  before  he  moved  to  have  them  printed ;  and  that 
he  very  rarely  kept  the  drawer  locked.     See  A  £. 

Mr.  Ekiwaxds,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes  that,  some  time  last  winter,  the  manuscript 
documents,  of  which  A  5  is  one,  were,  at  his  request, 
brought  to  his  room  by  Mr.  Cook ;  that  he  inspected 
those  minutely  which  had  a  relation  to  the  bank  at 
JCdwardsville ;  that,  having  no  motive  to  examine  the 
conespondence  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  he  did  not  see  letter  A  5, 
nor  did  he  ever  see  it  until  it  was  shown  to  him  by 
the  committee ;  tliat  he  knows  not  by  whom,  or  when, 
the  marks  it  now  bears  were  made ;  that,  some  time 
last  winter,  Mr.  Cook  intimated  to  him  that  there 
were  such  expressions  in  the  documents  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  suppressed  paragraph.     See  B. 

Mr.  Dicklns,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
deposes,  that  he  had  no  intercourse  with  the  printers, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing,  or  in  anywise  altering  the 
documents,  during  their  publication*    See  C. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  Uie  underscoring  was 
made  with  ink  different  from  that  used  in  the  clerk's 
office,  the  committee  requested  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
S.  Burch,  chief  clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  states  that  age  increases  the  darkness  of  the  ink 
used  in  tUe  office,  whilst  that  which  is  furnished  Con- 
gress, having  been  in  use  0ome  time,  fades,  and  as- 
sumes a  rusty  appearance,  such  as  is  exhibited  in  the 
nnderscoriug  of  the  suppressed  paragraph.  He  states, 
that  the  underscoring  is,  in  his  opinion,  made  with  ink 
of  a  character  unlike  that  with  which  the  body  of  the 
letter  is  written     See  D. 

William  R  Dickinson,  Esq.,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dick- 
io^  of  the  10th  instant,  states,  that  he  had  examined 
the  letter-book  which  contains  A  6,  and  also  oonvexsed 


with  the  clerk  of  &e  bank  on  the  subject,  and  that 
both  are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  the  letter  wai 
underscored  or  marked,  when  it  left  the  bank. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without 
an  expression  of  their  conviction,  founded  as  well  on 
the  character  of  the  transaction  to  which  the  sup- 
pressed paragraph  refers,  as  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  that 
there  does  not  exist  the  semblance  of  a  reason  for 
charging  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any 
agency  m  its  suppression,  or  for  connecting  him  in 
any  way  with  the  mutilation  of  this  document.  The 
transfer  from  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe  to  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  and  thenoe  to  the  Bank  of  Steubenville, 
of  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
held  by  the  former  institution  as  a  special  deposit, 
was  an  ordinary  banking  operation,  weakening  in  no 
degree  the  security  of  the  Grovemment,  and  which 
has  eventuated  in  no  loss  to  the  Treasury.  There 
oould  have  existed,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, therefore,  no  motive  for  this  suppression.  He 
had  no  end  to  attain,  no  purpose  to  subserve^  by  the 
practice  upon  the  House  of  a  fraud,  alike  insulting  to 
its  dignity  and  discreditable  to  the  agent  who  should 
hazard  its  perpetration.  The  circumstance  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  responding  to  the  call 
of  the  House,  communicated  the  original  letter,  of 
which  the  suppressed  paragraph  lb  a  part,  is  decisive, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  negative  the 
idea,  if  ever  indulged,  that  there  could  have  been 
entertained  by  that  high  officer  any  intention  to  keep 
out  of  view  any  part  of  its  contents,  particularly  as  it 
is  usual,  in  answer  to  colls  firom  the  House,  to  com- 
municate the  copies  of  documents,  rather  than  the 
original,  which  has  been  transmitted  in  this  case. 

The  committee,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
pencil  brackets  and  marks  upon  (A  5)  and  a  close 
comparison  of  them  with  the  marks  upon  other  letters 
communicated  to  the  House,  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Dickins  to  have  been  made  by  him,  are  unable  to 
form  any  opinion  of  the  probable  authorship  of  this 
suppression.  There  is  nothing  in  the  marks  them- 
selves to  indicate  it,  nor  in  the  correspondence  of  tlie 
marks  upon  the  one  letter  with  those  upon  any  other, 
to  show  that  they  are  the  work  of  the  same  hand. 
In  reference  to  the  underscoring  of  part  of  the  sqp- 
pressed  paragraph  of^fA  5)  the  committee  have  taken 
some  testimony  which  thev  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
the  Houso,  with  the  remark  that  neither  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Burch,  nor  any  other  testimony  they 
have  obtained,  wUl,  in  their  apprehension,  justify  the 
opinion  that  any  member  of  Congress  made  the  un- 
derscoring or  the  brackets,  which  induced  the  prin- 
ters not  to  publish  the  paragraph.  The  letter  of 
Mr.  William  R.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Dickins,  although 
not  strictly  before  the  committee,  as  evidence,  they 
have  thought  it  not  improper  to  bring  to  the  view  of 
the  House. 

An  expectatiaa  that  any  further  efforts  to  deteot 
the  person  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  para- 
graph in  letter  (A  5)  must  prove  as  unavailing  as  those 
already  made,  induces  the  committee  to  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much 
of  the  resolution  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

FiUDAT,  February  28. 

Suppreman  of  the  Sla/oe  Trade* 

Mr.  Mkboeb  called  for  the  ooosideration  of 
the  following  resolation : 


4M 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


SupjprenUm  of  ike  Slave  TVtufe. 


[FKVBiiinr,  183SL 


Metolved,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute  from 
time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  mar- 
itime powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  M.  prefaced  his  motion  to  take  up  this 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  to  the  House  on  a 
former  day,  by  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  he  laid  daim 
to  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  had  been  just  read, 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  forborne  to  urge  its 
consideration  until  that  portion  of  the  public 
budnesB  had  been  disposed  of,  which,  requiring 
the  co-operation  of  me  two  Houses,  could  not, 
by  their  new  rule,  be  transacted  after  the  last 
evening.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  re- 
gard this  appeal  to  their  favor,  as  deriving  some 
support  from  the  recollection  that  he  had  ab- 
stained from  any  participation  in  debate  upon 
many  interesting  topics  which  occupied  their 
attention  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 
Were  it  allowable,  on  a  motion  to  take  up  a  reso- 
lution, to  enter  upon  its  merits,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  a  more  important  question, 
whether  regard  be  had  to  the  policv,  the  justice, 
or  the  humanity  of  the  nation,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  deliberation  of  the  House,  than 
that  which  was  involved  in  the  resolution  that 
he  now  asked  the  House  to  consider,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  according  to  their  wisdom. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr. 
M.  proceeded  to  say,  in  substance,  as  foUows : 
After  experiencing  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
I  shall  avoid  trespassing  on  their  patience,  by 
confining  my  argument,  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  the  narrowest  compass.  The  com- 
merce which  this  resolution  seeks  to  suppress, 
by  a  combination  of  the  moral  and  physical 
power  of  tiie  civilized  world,  has  been  declared, 
many  years  ago,  by  a  convention  of  the  princi- 
pal powers  of  Europe,  to  be  the  disgrace  of  that 
continent,  and  the  scourge  and  calamity  of 
Africa. 

The  Cbvernment  of  the  United  States  pro- 
hibited it  as  soon  as  it  had  acquired  constitu- 
tional power  to  do  so ;  and,  by  a  succession  of 
laws,  increasing  in  severity,  tlu'ee  years  ago  de- 
nounced it  as  piracy.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
accompanied  the  bill  to  this  effect,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  borrowing 
the  language  of  the  memorable  Oongress  of 
Vienna,  pronounced  this  trade  to  be  the 
scourge  of  Africa,  the  disgrace  and  affliction  of 
both  Europe  and  America.  Yet  the  papers 
lying  before  me  disclose  the  melancholy  fact, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  active  and  zealous 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  America  to  sup- 
press this  iniquitous  traffic,  seconded,  as  those 
efforts  had  been,  by  the  treaties  of  the  former 
with  three  of  the  principal  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  the  African  dave  trade  continues  to 


spread  its  ravages  over  that  mu(di-injured  eo& 
tinent ;  increasing  annually,  both  in  extent  and 
malignity.  Since  this  trade  has  been  ooodfiao* 
ed  by  the  moral  feelings  of  all  Christendom,! 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  most  daring  ud 
hardened  adventurers.  Shielded  from  sod^ 
by  the  maxims  of  public  law,  no  efforts  of  ti» 
maritime  power  of  En^nd  and  America  cm 
overtake  or  punish  them.  So  long  as  die 
right  of  common  search  and  punishment  is  wifr 
held,  so  long  may  the  flag  of  a  single  State  cot- 
er  this  detestable  commerce.  Indeed,  the  pl^ 
tial  restraints  now  imposed  upon  this  trafik,  bf 
enhancing  its  profit  and  its  danger,  serve  oulf 
to  whet  £e  cupidity  of  avarice,  and  toangmOBt 
the  sufferings  of  its  victims.  The  heart  reooiis 
with  horror  from  the  narratives  of  cruelty  and 
guilt  recounted  in  the  volumes  before  111& 
From  two  African  rivers — ^the  Bonny  and  the 
Calabar — both  emptying  into  the  Atlantie, 
north  of  the  line ;  from  a  very  small  portion  of 
an  extensive  coast,  to  the  whole  of  which  the 
slave  trade  has  been  interdicted,  by  the  nnited 
voice  of  all  Europe,  two  hundred  and  fiit? 
cargoes  of  human  beings  have  been  tranq}orted 
in  a  single  year  1  Of  these  one-third  are  sap- 
posed  to  have  perished  in  the  middle  pas- 
sage I  The  mixed  commission  courts  of  Greit 
Britain  and  her  allies  have  not,  frt>m  their  fiiss 
institution  down  to  the  present  period,  pro- 
nounced more  than  twenty  sentences  df  cofi- 
demnation  on  the  numerous  vessels  engaged  in 
this  traffic;  and  the  court  established  at  the 
great  slare  mart  of  Cuba,  not  one  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  volumes  -before  me  abonnd 
with  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  deploralte 
extent  to  which  these  horrible  cargoes  are  smug- 
gled into  our  Southern  States.     This  eridence 
consists  of  numerous  letters  from  the  custom- 
house officers  of  the  United  States,  the  fai^ 
though  ineffectual  agents  of  our  laws  for  the 
exclusion  of  this  forbidden,  impolitic,  aDdgnilfr 
commerce.    Their  testimony  is  confirmed,  ia 
my  knowledge,  as  it  must  be  in  that  of  an  hon- 
orable colleague  of  mine  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  FlotdJ 
by  what  another  honorable  member,  now  a  Min- 
ister abroad,  (Mr.  Middleton,  of  South  Oarolin%) 
declared  tve  years  ago  to  be  his  belief,  that  not 
less  than  thirteen  thousand  African  negroes 
were  annually  smuggled  into    the  Sonthera 
States.    Within  a  few  days  past,  I  have  been 
informed,  by  the  highly  r^pectable  repres^t- 
ative  of  the  most  remote  of  these  States,  (VT' 
Johnston,  of   Louisiana,)  that  numerous  in- 
stances have  more  recently  occurred  of  the  ilu' 
cit  introduction  of  this  population,  throng 
Galveston,  and  the  adjacent  shores,  into  UJ« 
Territory  of  Louisiana.    If  the  United  Sta^ 
and  especially  the   Southern   States  of  tws 
Union,  were  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  ha^JS 
tiieir  settled  and  salutary  policy  baffled  by  u>« 
cupidity  of  these  daring  adventurers,  before  UiJ 
recent  acquisition  of  Florida,  how  greatly  is  tw» 
hazard  augmented  by  a  sea-coast,  withont  in* 
habitants,  of  great  extent,  bordered  by  n^Ine^ 
ous  islands,  indented  by  many  conunodioosJ*' 
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lets,  and  immediately  opoosite  to  the  great  slave 
market  of  the  West  ladies.  To  guard  a  coast 
like  this,  whole  sqaadrona  of  revenue  outters, 
and  armies  of  custom-house  officers,  would 
prove  IneffectuaL  An  hour  or  two,  or  at  most 
a  single  night,  suffices  to  perfect  one  of  these 
iniquitous  enterprises.  Tne  unfortunate  cap- 
tives are  landed,  conveyed  into  the  interior,  and 
'^  no  mention  of  them  more  is  made.''  They 
are  consigned  to  hereditary  slavery ;  and  to  the 
desolation  of  the  country  from  which  they  have 
been  torn,  is  added  the  curse  of  that  which 
receives  them. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K,  the  United  States  cannot  he 
insensible  of  the  danger  of  inundating,  with  new 
floods  of  black  population,  not  only  the  exten- 
sive and  numerous  islands  on  their  southern 
border,  but  their  own  territory.     A  danger 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  rapid  increase,  in  their 
own  bos(^m,  of  a  third  caste,  midway  between 
the  slave  and  the  white  population  of  the  South, 
and  alike  pernicious  to  the  happiness  of  both. 
As  I  advance,  said  Ibr.  M.,  new  views  of  the 
malignity  of  this  growing  evil  crowd  upon  my 
Imagination,  and  I  perceive  it  to  be  necessary 
to  recollect  the  pledge  with  which  I  set  out  in 
this  argument.      I  wiU  but  add,  that  it  is  not 
less  the  interest  of  the  European  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  than  our  own,  to  arrest  this  cruel, 
this  unnecessary  traffic.    Wherever  it  has  been 
partially  suspended,  as  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  British  West  Indies,  this  species  of 
labor,  fostered  by  better  treatment,  multiplied 
but  too  rapidly  by  its  natural  resources;  whOe 
in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe,  a  census  lately 
repeated,  after  a  short  interval  of  ten  years, 
affords  tne  horrible  result,  that,  of  a  population 
of  little  more  than  one  hundred  thousand,  not- 
withstanding all  the  accessions  from  foreign 
importation,  there  has  been  a  declension  of 
fifteen  thousand  souls!      A  fact  which  must 
sound  an  audible  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the 
hardest  heart. 

Having  seen  that  the  root  of  all  these  calamities 
cannot  be  eradicated  by  the  means  which  have 
been  hitherto  employed,  either  by  others,  or 
ourselves;  that  our  own  flag  has  disappeared 
from  the  African  coast,  only  to  give  place  to 
that  of  other  nations,  by  whom  this  trade  is 
alike   forbidden;    that   the   occasional   vessel 
which  we  despatch  for  that  desolated   land, 
carries  with  it,  under  the  late  instructions  of  our 
Government,  no  authority  competent  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  our  own  purpose ;  and  that  no  meas- 
ure of  an  internal  policy  can  shield  us  firom  that 
ihare  of  the  ^eral  calamity  resulting  from 
this  traffic,  which  falls  peculiarly  on  our  own 
country ;  allow  me,  said  Mr.  IL,  to  invite  the 
.   earnest  attention  of  the  House  to  the  remedy 
provided  by  the  resolution  which  I  have  pre- 
wmed  to  propose. 

I«t  the  African  slave  trade  be  denounced  to 
ot  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  by  the  con- 
*^t  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  this  species  of  piracy  will,  like 
any  other,  speedily  disappear  urom  the  sartace 


of  the  ocean.  All  nations  will  have  authority 
to  detect,  to  punish  it,  to  hunt  it  down. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  technical  objections 
have  been  urged,  and  sneers  have  been  indulg- 
ed against  the  legal  accuracy  of  the  application 
of  the  term  piracy  to  this  offence.  Such  criti- 
cism has  no  sound  reason  to  sustain  it.  The 
law  of  nations  is  in  part  natural;  in  part  con- 
ventional. Its  only  sanction  is  to  be  found  in 
the  physical  force,  its  legal  authority  in  the  ex- 
press or  tacit  consent  of  nations.  The  consent 
of  nations  may  make  piracy  of  any  offence  upon 
the  high  seas.  In  sedcing  a  denomination  for 
a  new  crime,  it  is  not  necessary  to  invent  a  new 
term.  The  object  of  classing  the  prohibited 
act  under  an  old  titie,  is  to  provide  for  the 
former  a  definite  and  competent  remedy.  Pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  is  alike  under- 
stood, and  punished  by  all  nations.  But,  sir,  is 
there  no  analogy  between  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  the  offence  of  piracy,  which  would 
warrant  the  proposed  classification  of  the  former 
crime  under  the  latter  titie  9  It  may  sometimes 
prove  a  difficult  task,  amidst  conflicting  author- 
ities, to  say  what  is  not  piracy ;  but  it  cannot  be 
difficult  to  determine  what  it  is. 

It  is  robbery,  on  the  high  seas,  without  a 
lawful  commission  from  any  recognized  author- 
ity, to  take  forcibly  from  a  vessel,  without  color 
of  law,  a  single  package  of  goods?  And  is  it 
not  robbery  to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the 
man,  but  the  man  himself;  to  cnain  him  down, 
with  hundreds  of  his  fellows,  in  the  pestilen- 
tial hold  of  a  slave  ship,  in  order,  if  he  diance 
to  survive  the  voyage,  to  sell  him  to  some  for- 
eign master ;  to  consign  him,  and*  not  himself 
only,  but  his  latest  posterity,  to  hereditary 
slavery  in  an  unknown  joyless  land?  By  a 
former  law,  almost  coeval  with  our  present 
constitution  of  government,  we  made  murder 
on  the  high  seas  piracy.  Kill  a  man  by  poison- 
ing the  air  he  breathes — ^is  it  not  murder,  as 
truly  as  to  kill  him  by  poisoned  food,  or  by 

Slanting  a  dagger  in  his  heart  ?  Is  it  not,  in- 
eed,  to  kill  with  the  aggravated  horror  of  a 
slow  and  loathsome  death  ?  It  is  robbery,  com- 
bined with  murder.  This  crime,  begun  on  a 
barbarous  shore,  claimed  by  no  civilized  State, 
and  subject  to  no  moral  law,  is  prosecuted  to 
its  consummation,  on  the  high  seas.  Every 
day,  every  hour  of  such  a  voyage  of  iniquity, 
furnishes  a  fresh  instance  of  the  crime. 

Search  the  etymology  of  this  term,  and  noth- 
ing restricts  piracy  to  mere  ii^uries  of  the  rights 
of  property,  or  limits  its  commisnon  to  a  certain 
distance  from  any  foreign  shore.  According  to 
the  most  remote  antiquity,  the  first  pirates  were 
stealers  of  men;  and,  for  the  very  purpose 
which  now  carries  the  African  slave  dealer  to 
that  continent  which  his  crimes  have  so  often 
imbued  with  human  blood,  to  enslave  and  sell 
his  spoil  From  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
this  piracy  spread  along  the  Atlantic,  and  final- 
ly encircled  Africa  and  her  islands,  within  its 
iron  grasp.  From  the  very  history  of  this 
species  of  pinu^,  it  may  be  oonfidentiy  inferred, 
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that)  when  once  suppressed,  it  cannot  he  re- 
yived.  Other  piracies  have  their  origin  in 
transient  disorders  in  the  world.  They  cease 
and  reappear  again.  This  is  a  remnant  of 
avcient  barharism — a  cnrse  extended  to  the 
new  world  by  the  colonial  policy  of  the  old. 
Let  Africa  but  once  freight  with  the  fruits  of 
her  soil  those  ships  which  now  carry  thither 
scourges  and  fetters,  and  she  will  not  sell  her 
offspring.  Let  all  Christendom  proclaim  the 
slave  trade  to  be  piracy,  and  you  will  shortly 
revolutionize  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  few 
States  who  now  seem,  not  by  their  professions, 
indeed,  but  their  conduct,  to  tolerate  this  crime. 
Public  sentiment  and  law  act  reciprocally  on 
each  other.  Has  not  the  denunciation  of  the 
African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by  the  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  done  much  towards  the  entire 
^abolition  of  that  portion  of  this  traffic  which 
then  lingered  in  America? 

The  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  men  of 
high  standing  in  our  country  openly  and  un- 
blushingly  prosecuted  this  profitable  commerce. 
Is  there  now  remaining  a  single  man  in  Amer- 
ica, who  would  brave  the  public  sentiment,  not 
to  speak  of  the  public  justice,  by  avowing  him- 
self a  participant  in  this  guilty  traffic  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  present  period  is  most 
propitious  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  I 
havepresumed  to  recommend  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Bouse  and  the  nation.  South  America  fur- 
nished, and  Brazil  yet  affords,  an  extensive 
market  for  African  slaves.  Two  years  only 
have  elapsed  since  this  House  pledged  itself  to 
sustain  the  Executive  in  a  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Spanish  American  provinces, 
now  the  States  of  Mexico,  Columbia,  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  and  Peru.  During  our  present 
session,  the  Executive  has  deputed  Ministers  to 
the  several  Governments  of  these  new-bom 
empires.  The  instructions  of  these  Ministers,  it 
may  be  presumed,  are  now  preparing,  and  if 
among  them  there  shall  be  comprehended  this 
resolution,  sustained,  as  I  trust  it  will  be,  by  the 
approving  voice  of  this  House,  will  those  Gov- 
ernments deny  to  us  the  small  boon  we  ask  of 
them,  humanity  and  justice,  in  return  for  our 
recognition  of  their  sovereignty?  They  have 
all,  possibly,  with  the  exception  of  Peru,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  United  States,  by 
abolishing  tliis  trade.  They  will  undoubtedly 
seize  the  first  occasion  to  propitiate  the  good 
wiU,  not  of  America  merely,  but  of  all  Christen- 
dom, towards  their  infant  cause. 

Brazil,  the  great  slave  mart,  which  has  so 
long  withheld  Portugal  from  a  cordial  union 
with  England  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  is  also  a  candidate  for  independence ;  and 
it  may  be  confidently  hoped  that  another  year 
will  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  her  ability  to 
sustain  it.  Should  she,  in  like  manner  with  her 
neighbors,  yield  her  support  to  our  policy,  much 
will  have  been  achieved  for  the  success  of  the 
object  of  this  resolution. 

The  Cortes  of  regenerated  Spain  have  recently 
signalized  their  humanity  by  annexing  penal- 


ties to  the  slave  trade,  next  in  severity  to  those 
denounced  against  that  offence  by  Great  BritaiiL 
and  America.  Portugal,  severed  from  Br^ 
will  probably  tread  in  her  steps,  when  urged 
to  it  by  England,  her  ally  and  protector. 

The  Government  of  France,  where  pubfie 
sentiment  derives  activity  and  force  from  aa 
enlightened,  generous,  and  high-minded  people, 
will  not  much  longer  temporize  with  the  pli^t- 
ed  faith  of  treaties,  and  her  acknowledged  senaft 
of  moral  and  religious  obligation. 

The  maritime  powers  of  the  North  early 
ceased  to  participate  in  this  criminal  traffic, 
and  have  acknowledged  the  duty,  devolved  <m 
Europe,  of  rendering  retributive  jnsdee  to 
Africa,  so  long  the  victim  of  a  cmel  and  mis- 
taken policy. 

On  the  northern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
there  is  no  State,  except  those  whic^  I  hsn 
named,  whose  colonial  policy  reqmres  the  labor 
of  Africa  to  sustain  it. 

What  the  United  States  may  hope  to  effeet 
in  the  New  World,  it  must  be  left  to  EngluMi 
to  accomplish  in  the  old,  where  her  influence  is 
predominant;  and  continued  peace  jet  favon 
every  effort  of  humanity  to  improve  the  cona- 
tion of  our  race.  Great  Britain  cannot  but 
perceive  the  inefficacy  of  those  mixed  oonits  on 
which  she  has  relied  to  give  effect  to  her  iawa 
and  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and,  above  all,  that  her  present  system,  compli- 
cated and  difficult  of  execution  in  peace,  most 
be  exposed  to  great  derangement,  if  not  aban- 
doned, in  war.  She  cannot  but  prefer  to  it  the 
substitute  offered  by  our  resolution,  which  is  in 
its  character  as  simple,  as  it  must  prove  in  its 
operation  effective ;  and  which  will  endure  un- 
til its  purpose,  the  entire  abolition  of  the  Africaa 
slave  trade,  is  accomplished. 

In  concluding,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  perceive,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  omitted  much  of  what  I 
had  intended  to  say ;  and  what  I  have  uttered, 
with  a  feeble  voice,  under  circxmistances  which 
greatly  tended  to  impede  my  thoughts,  as  well 
as  my  speech,  has,  I  fear,  done  but  little  justice 
to  the  noblest  theme  that  ever  engaged  an  ad- 
vocate. 

Should  this  resolution  fail,  it  will  be  a  source 
of  deep  and  lasting  regret  to  me  that  I  haTV 
ventured  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  I  call,  therefore,  upon  my  friends  from 
Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  my 
colleagues,  (Messrs.  Gosham,  Hemphill,  and 
Floyd,)  who  have  hitherto  co-operated  with 
me  in  this  sacred  cause,  not  to  allow  it  to  ank, 
through  my  inability  to  sustain  it.  I  implore 
the  humanity  of  this  house  to  uphold  it;  I  dd- 
mand  it  of  their  justice. 

Mr.  Wsionr  said  he  rose  to  aid  his  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Mbboxb,  in  his  noble 
effort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  African  slave  trader 
that  odious  blot  on  all  the  nations  oonceraed  in 
it.  It  will  be  recollected^  said  Mr.  W^  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  I  in- 
sisted that  that  part  of  the  President's  Mesaaxe 
that  related  to  the  Africaa  slave  trade^  aboidd 
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be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  direc- 
tioDs  to  make  ao  earlj  report,  that  the  suhject 
mi^ht  be  brought  before  us  in  a  tangible  shape. 
This  resolution  goes  to  request  the  President  to 
endeavor  to  effect,  by  negotiation,  this  great  ob- 
ject: and,  by  a  convention  with  the  nations  that 
can  be  induced  to  agree  to  it,  to  make  it  piracy, 
as  we  have  done.  Although,  sir,  this  resolution 
authorizes  the  President  to  adopt  any  measure 
necessary  to  effect  the  object,  I  feel  it  due  to  the 
Administration,  who  feel  a  delicacy  on  the  subject 
of  the  right  of  search,  to  propose  to  add  to  the 
resolution — "  and  that  we  agree  to  a  qualified 
right  of  search/'  Sir,  this  Congress  ought,  by  the 
EMioption  of  this  amendment,  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  this  measure,  by  their 
positive  opinion,  and  leave  it  no  longer  a  subject 
of  doubt  what  is  the  will  of  the  American  people. 
Bir,  with  what  pride  do  we  look  back  on  our- 
selves, even  to  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when,  by  an  article  in  that  hallowed  instru- 
ment, we  agreed  to  prohibit  this  immoral  traffic, 
alter  the  year  1808 ;  and  with  what  pleasure  have 
vre  seen  the  Governments  of  Europe  adopting 
our  philanthropic  policy,  and  treading  in  our  foot- 
steps ;  and  let  me  ask,  what  must  be  the  feel- 
ings of  those  patriots  who  have  examined  this 
iobject,  and  have  seen  our  Government  retiring 
Erom  this  qualified  right  of  search,  the  only  pos- 
sible means,  in  my  judgment,  to  effect  the  object  ? 
This,  sir,  has  been  a^'eed  to  by  several  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  not  less  tenacious  of  their 
rights  than  we  are,  but  our  Government,  recol- 
lecting the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  impress- 
ment, have  feared  some  collision  might  arise  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  have  as  yet  de- 
stined it.  I  therefore  feel  anxious  that  we  should 
take  on  ns  that  responsibility. 

Sir,  it  must  be  recollected  that  eighty  thou- 
land  Africans  are  annually  victimated  to  bondage, 
ind  they  and  their  of&pring  consigned  to  end- 
less slavery;  and  that  two  hundred  free  blacks. 
>n  the  river  Sierra  Leone,  have  been  captured 
ind  sent  into  slavery,  althooffh  sent  there  to  be 
governed  by  themselves ;  and  it  is  said  that  fif- 
teen thousand  annually  are  smuggled  into  the 
Anthem  States  directly  or  through  the  Spanish 
>rovince8.  This,  sir,  is  the  horrid  practice  of  the 
saae ;  and  two  several  committees  of  this  House 
lave,  at  the  last  session  and  at  the  session  pre- 
seding  it  reported  that  "  The  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  enter  into  such 
irrangemeuts  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  prop- 
er wiQi  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  powers  of 
Sorope,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
AaTe  trade.^  This  resolution  was  proposed  in 
Jiie  session  ending  4th  March,  1821.  Here  let 
ne  ask  your  attention  to  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
>f  October,  1 821,  page  60 :  "  The  immortal  hon- 
}r  which  the  Americans  have  gained  by  their 
'ormer  exertions  against  the  African  slave  trade, 
mgmented  by  their  recent  euaotments,  classing 
It  among  piratical  offences,  will  soon,  as  it  now 
inpeara,  be  consummated,  by  their  accession  to 
the  principle  for  which  we  have  been  contend- 
ing. 


'A  report  lies  before  us  from  a  committee  of 
Congress  upon  this  point,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  judicious  or  more  enlightened.  The  com- 
mittee begin  with  showing  *  that  a  mutual  right 
of  search  is  indispensable  to  the  great  object  of 
abolition,'  as  affording  the  only  security  against 
our  slave  traders  taking  refuge  under  the  flag  of 
any  one  power  less  vigilant  than  the  rest,  in  ex- 
ecuting its  abolition  laws.  They  then  advert 
to  the  prejudices  existing  in  America  against 
this  right,  founded  upon  ^  the  opinions  entertained 
respecting  the  practice  of  searching  neutral  ves- 
sels in  time  of  war,'  and  they  deny  that  the  two 
kinds  of  search  are,  '  in  principle,  in  any  degree, 
allied ;'  and  most  iustly  observe,  that  the  unqual- 
ified admission  of  England,  that  no  right,  what- 
ever, at  present,  exists,  of  searching,  in  time  of 
peace ;  an  admission,  both  founded  on  the  de- 
cisions of  onr  prize  courts,  and  evinced  by  the 
negotiation  itself,  ought,  at  once,  to  remove  the 
principal  objections  against  the  new  arrange- 
ments contended  for.  They  put  the  matter  upon 
a  plain  and  impartial  ground,  when  they  add, 
that  the  question  simply  is,  ^  whether  such  an 
agreement  will  be  benencial  to  the  two  nations ; 
and,  they  truly  add,  that  all  inconvenience  from 
detention  of  vessels  will  be  precluded,  by  limit- 
ing the  right  of  seizure  alone  to  ships  having 
slaves  actually  on  board.' " 

I  have  quoted  so  much  of  the  Review  upon  this 
subject,  nor '  can  I  refrain  from  expressing  my 
entire  approbation  of  their  sentiments.  The 
report  of  the  lost  session  is  substantially  the 
same,  and  I  should  have  hoped  would  have  had 
tlie  desired  effect  on  the  Administration.  How- 
ever, I  trust  that  this  resolution  will  induce  them 
to  adopt  such  arrangements  as  may  be  deemed 
most  effectual  to  put  a  stop  to  this  disgraceful 
traffic,  and  fulfil  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people.  The  idea  that  this  measure  may  lead 
to  any  contention  between  the  contracting  pow- 
ers, I  think  is  not  well  founded ;  but,  should  this 
be  the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  I  hope 
and  trust  that  no  honorable  member  wUl  ever 
be  influenced  by  such  an  unmanly  principle; 
but,  that  our  Government  wiU  listen  to  the  voice 
of  distressed  humanity,  and  unite  with  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  in  a  qualified  search,  as  proposed 
by  Lord  Gastlereagh  in  his  noble  agency  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Wbioht^s  amendment  having  been  re- 
jected— 

Mr.  Btibbows,  of  Connecticut,  required  the 
previous  question,  and  in  this  call  he  was  sustain- 
ed by  a  migority  of  the  members.  The  previous 
question  was  put  and  cxirried ;  and  then. 

The  main  question  (on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, 06  above  stated)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Burrows,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Cham- 
bers, Colden,  Condiot,  Conkling,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cuah- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee, 
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Dwigfat,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conneeticat^  Edwards  of 
PennsylTania,  Farrellj,  Findlaj,  Forward,  Faller, 
Gebhard,  Gist,  Gorham,  Govan,  HamQton,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcoxnbe,  Hub- 
bard, Ingham,  Jackson,  Jennings,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Lathrqp,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCarly,  McCk>7, 
McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  McSheny, 
Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Meruer,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Newton,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pearson,  Pitcher,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poin- 
sett, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Rngffles,  Russ,  Scott, 
Sergeant,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of  New  Ywk,  A. 
Stdvenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham, 
Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  War- 
field,  Whipple,  White,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Williamson,  WiSon,  Wood, 
Woodson,  and  Wright— 13L 

Nays. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ball,  Burton,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Hall,  Hooks,  Rankin,  and 
Tattnall— 9. 


Satttbdat,  M&rch  1. 

Indian  Trading  IktahliihmenU 

Mr.  Metoalfb,  from,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AfGurs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Presi- 
dent's commnnication  and  acoompanyiDg  docu- 
ments, relative  to  the  execntion  of  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  abolishing  the  Indian 
trading  establishments,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  President's  commumcation  and  accom- 
panying documents,  relative  to  the  execution  of  an 
act  of  the  last  sesaon,  abolishing  the  Indian  trading 
establishment,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  respectMly  submit  the  following  report : 

In  executing  the  act  referred  to,  it  appears  that 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  received  the  appointment  of 
superintendent,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Thomas  L. 
McKenny;  and  an  agent  has  also  been  appointed, 
and  sent  to  each  of  the  trading-houses,  with  instruc- 
tions to  receive  from  the  former  agents  all  the  goods, 
and  other  property  on  hand,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
same  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  interest. 

The  superintendent  and  agents  so  appointed,  it  is 
believed,  are  active,  intelligent  gentlemen,  of  unex- 
ceptionable character,  and  suitable  qualifications.  In 
turning  over  the  merchandise  and  other  property  on 
hand,  at  the  several  trading-houses,  into  the  hands 
of  the  new  agents,  the  original  invoice  prices  are 
charged  to  the  Government.  Much  of  the  merchan- 
dise, so  charged,  consists  of  unsalable,  damaged, 
and  worthless  renuiants  and  articles,  now  of  little  or 
no  value.  All  the  debts  due  to  the  factories,  which 
have  been  created  and  not  collected,  by  the  former 
agents,  and  also  the  factory  buildings,  are  charged 
to  the  Government. 

A.  B.  Lindsley,  the  agent  appointed  to  settle  up 
the  business  of  the  trading-house  at  Fort  Chicago, 


has  performed  that  duly  witii  fidelity,  and  lua  z»- 
tumed  an  account  thereof  |  which  ia  hetewith  jb^ 
sented  to  the  House. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  al  As 
goods  and  other  property  at  this  establiahsienl,  li 
the  rates  at  which  the  same  has  been  cfaazged  to  tla 
Government,  is  $15,6d7  62.  A  great  portkn  of 
those  goods  were  old,  unsalable,  and  damagipd,  n^ 
consequently,  when  sold,  there  was  an  aTerage  ka 
to4he  Government  of  about  fifty-four  cents  to  the 
dollar. 

The  whole  amount  of  loss  upon  the  merdiaafise^ 
at  that  factoiy,  is  |6,968  87^.  An  additional  kM 
will  be  sustained  upon  debts  due  the  eetablishmo^ 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  collected.  This  is  Ae 
only  trading-house  from  which  complete  zetorns  hate 
been  receired.  Persons  who  are  deriroos  of  pmekss- 
ing  the  goods  at  the  Red  Biver  factory,  ofier  to  fif 
the  original  cost  and  carriage.  It  is  tliezefece  ks> 
lieved  that  no  loss  upon  the  goods  received  st 
that  trading-house  will  be  sustained  by  the  Go?«nH 
ment. 

In  winding  up  the  business  at  the  Choctaw  tiadu^ 
house,  a  very  considerable  loss  will  certainly  fall  i^aa 
the  Government.  (See  Mr.  Randall's  Betnm,  asd 
remarks  upon  the  Inventory.)  From  the  testnaoay 
of  Mr.  Hersey,  the  former  agent  at  that  place,  it  ap- 
pears that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  debits  das 
to  that  establishment  are  likely  to  be  collected.  Tte 
fidiole  amount  of  debts  exceeds  $13,000 ;  and,  fim 
the  description  ^ven  of  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  merchandise  on  hand,  a  great  loss  npon  the  aaks 
thereof  may  be  readily  anticipated. 

The  committee  4o  not  bring  into  questioa  the  pro- 
priety of  stating  the  original  invoice  prieea  of  the 
goods,  as  per  inventory,  on  the  deliveiy  tfaeiwif  iais 
the  hands  of  the  new  agents;  but  they  believe  tJia^ 
in  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the 
Government, and  the  former  conductors  of  the  tzad^ 
the  amount  actually  realized,  from  the  sales  of  goodi 
and  property,  of  every  description,  will  be  the  only 
fair  and  proper  charge  in  favor  of  the  latter  stgainit 
the  former,  except  for  property,  if  any,  destroyed  hf 
Indians,  during  die  late  war ;  and  debts  doe  from  the 
Indians  to  the  factories,  and  assumed  by  the  Groven- 
ment. 

In  1806,  the  amount  of  capital  stock,  aetaal^ 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  including  former  appro- 
priations, was  j|260,000.  On  the  third  of  Ifaff^ 
1809,  an  act  passed,  allowing  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  140,000;  making,  in  all,  $900,000— «■ 
thousand  of  which,  the  late  superintendent  states 
was  never  drawn  firom  the  Treasury.  The  whols 
amount,  therefore,  of  capital  stock,  thus  vested  in  the 
Indian  trade,  must  have  been  $290,000. 

The  law  positively  requires  that  the  *'  prices  of 
goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  purchased  by,  the  In- 
dians, shall  be  regulated  in  such  manner,  that  tte 
capital  stock  shall  not  be  diminished." 

The  superintendent  and  his  clerks,  the  agents  aol 
sub-agents,  received  annuslly  for  their  services,  not 
out  of  the  trading  fund,  but  directly  from  the  Treas- 
ury, about  $20,000.  This  sum,  with  the  intei«Bt 
thereupon,  and  the  interest  upon  the  capital  stock, 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  eqn^il,  in  all,  to  be 
tween  thirty  and  for^  thousand  dollars  annaally,  ii 
entirely  lost  to  the  Government. 

The  ninth  section  of  an  act  of  181 1,  to  xcgaM 
the  Indian  trade,  provides  that  the  saperintoffldsat 
shall  purchase  such  goods  as  may  be  required,  ftr  lor 
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lian  amniitiea,  ibr  treatiei,  and  for  pretenta^  and 
noanit  the  aame  to  the  proper  places.  And  it  ap- 
tears  that  the  goods  funisbed  by  Ihe  factories  tolndiaa 
joints,  for  the  puposes  aforesaid,  were  not  limited 
bfc  cost  and  carriage,  bat  charged  to  the  Goyemment, 
A  tin  same  rates,  as  if  thej  £id  been  sold  to  the  In- 
lians ;  say,  at  an  advance  (aocorduig  to  instmctions 
^Yen  at  die  fiustoiy),  of  66}-  to  100  per  cent. ;  and 
IS  high  as  fifty  per  cent  for  goods  of  inferior  qiiali^ ; 
tnd  the  whole  amount,  so  charged,  actually  drawn 
rom  the  Treasniy.  This  appears  to  be  a  oonsiden^ 
lie  advance  paid  by  Government  for  merchandise  pnr- 
ihaaed  with  i^  own  oapitaL*  It  is  said  that  the 
midaeton  of  the  Indian  trade  were  generally  men  of 
niegritf  and  honor  ;  not  deficient  in  talent  or  enter- 
nise,  or  any  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for  dis- 
luoging  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations.  And 
low  it  happens  tiiat,  under  circumstances  so  ad- 
raotageous  to  the  traders,  the  Government  should 
lot  now  be  able  to  realise  a  sum  equal  to  the  origi- 
lal  capital  stock,  appean  to  be  inexplicable.  It  is 
lot  possible  for  the  committoe  to  trace  the  conduo- 
ocaof  this  trade  through  all  their  various  operations ; 
he  manner  of  exchanging  merchandise  for  furs  and 
leltries,  their  purchases  and  sales,  Sbo.,  for  the  pur- 
Hmo  of  ascertaining  where  the  evil  lies — an  evil, 
ht  existence  of  which  la  presented  to  them  in  a  tan- 
gle form,  while  the  cause  that  produced  it  re- 
naina  undiscoYered.  Private  traders,  without  salo- 
lee,  or  any  other  support  from  the  Government, 
lave,  ibr  many  years,  carried  on  a  successfhl  and 
>rofitable  trade  with  the  Indians ;  and,  Hke  the  fao- 
na,  it  ii  believed,  they  sold  for  such  prices  as  could 
be  had ;  generally  regulating  the  prices  according  to 
3i6 oompetition.  Perhi^  the  fault  maybe  found 
io  exist  in  the  aystem  itself;  and,  therefore,  it  may 
be  uaefnl,  not  only  aa  a  matter  of  curious  history,  but 
hr  the  lesson  it  teaches  to  snooeeding  legislators. 
?Vom  Ae  accompanying  documents,  it  i^pears  that 
Ifr.  Graham  has  instructed  the  several  agento  to  sell 

iff,  and  settle  up  the  whole  business  by  the 

lay  of  May  next;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  public 
ntorest  required  such  delay.  Beyond  that  date, 
lowever,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will 
^ave  to  expend  but  little  in  settling  up  the  accounts 
if  the  Indiian  trading  establishment 

JE^MCutwe  Musage, 

To  the  ffaum  of  MipntmUatioes  of  the  United  Staiet : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
aLepresentatives  of  this  day,  requesting  information  of 
he  measures  taken  with  regard  to  the  illegal  block- 
ide  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanidi  Main,  and  to  depreda- 
ions  of  privateers  fited  out  from  Porto  Rico,  and 
)dier  Spanish  islands,  on  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
sd  States,  I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  informatiott  requir- 
ed by  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WikaxuvoTOH,  Jfarek  l^  1826. 

DspABnoBMT  OF  SxATB,  Moreh  1, 1826. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
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United  States  to  communicato  to  that  House,  as  far 
as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures 
have  been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and 
pretended  blockade  of  the  porta  of  the  Spanish  Main ; 
to  obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  United  States 
captured  by  privateers,  fitted  out  in  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade,  and  to  prevent  such  illegal  and  unwar- 
rantable captures  hereafter ;  has  the  honor  of  report- 
ing to  the  Preadent  that  the  measures,  taken  for  the 
purposes  described  in  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
have  consisted,  first,  of  instmctions  to  the  oommamd- 
ers  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States^  succes- 
sively stationed  in  the  West  India  seas ;  and  secondly, 
of  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
in  Spain,  to  make  suitable  representations,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  Spanish  Government  The  direct 
conomunications  between  the  naval  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  employed 
in  that  service,  and  the  Governors  of  Cuba  and 
of  Porto  Rico^  have  been  frequent,  and  successful  in 
obtaining  the  restitution  of  some  captured  vessels. 
Some  of  the  vessels  notorious  for  outrages  committed 
by  them  on  the  commerce  of  tiie  United  States,  have 
been  captured  and  sent  into  the  United  Stat^  and 
are  now  upon  trial  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  No 
answers  have  yet  been  received  to  &e  representations 
directly  ordereid  to  be  made  to  the  Government  of 
Spain. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 
And  then  the  House  a^oumed  until   six 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

6a:  o'uLooE,  P.  M.,  Saturday^  March  1. 

Spanish  Frwateen. 

The  Honse  took  np  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Fullsb,  as  follows : 

Betolved,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  as  far  aa 
the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures  have 
been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and  pre- 
tended blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Spaxush  Mam;  to 
obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  cap- 
tured by  the  privateers  fitted  out  at  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  idands^  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade ;  and  to  prevent  Boch.  illegal  and  un- 
wazrantable  captures  hereafter. 

Mr.  FnixKB  said,  he  regretted  that  the  session 
was  so  near  a  termination,  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  Oongress  to  adopt  any  measure  in 
aid  of  the  Ezecutive,  which  might  be  called  for 
by  the  hiwless  depredations  of  the  freebooters 
from  Porto  Bico,  to  which  the  resolution  fld- 
luded.  The  blockade  was  proclaimed  many 
months  since,  by  some  Spanisn  officers^  wiUiout 
a  semblance  of  power  to  enforce  it,  and  with 
the  obvious  intent  of  giving  color  of  right  to 
the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  our  commerce  in 
those  seaa 

Privateers  had  been  fitted  out  at  Porto  Bico, 
during  the  last  summer,  immediately  upon  the 
blockade  being  announced,  and  several  of  our 
merchant  vessels  had  be^  captured,  sent  io, 
and  condenmed,  or,  in  one  or  two  instances  re- 
leased, after  being  first  plundered  and  subjected 
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to  cost,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  vessel 
and  cargo.  The  most  notorious  of  these  legal- 
ized piratesj  the  Palmyra  or  Panchita,  was  cap- 
tured hy  Lieutenant  Gregory,  of  the  Grampus, 
and  sent  into  the  port  of  Charleston  for  adlu- 
dication.  This  prompt  and  energetic  act^  which 
was  supposed  to  have  heen  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders from  our  Government,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  United  States  ship  Gyane,  in  the  port  of 
St.  Johns,  charged  with  a  strong  remonstrance 
from  the  President  to  the  Grovemor  of  Porto 
Bico,  pat  an  immediate  check  to  these  maraud- 
ing expeditions.  But,  the  Palm3n*a  was  releas- 
ed by  the  court  of  South  Carolina,  probably 
through  some  defect  of  the  evidence  in  point  of 
form ;  for  Lieutenant  Gregory  transmitted 
several  depositions,  proving  acts  of  plunder, 
which  would  alone  have  warranted  the  deten- 
tion. The  moment  the  release  of  this  vessel 
was  known  in  Porto  Rico,  the  marauding  spirit 
was  in  action ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  in  his 
possession  letters  from  respectable  persons  re- 
siding in  the  neighborhood  of  that  Island,  stat- 
ing, tiiat  from  ten  to  twenty  privateers  were 
despatched,  or  in  preparation  to  renew  their 
depredations.  These  fetters  state  the  cases  of 
the  Essex,  Captain  Davis,  and  the  Adeline,  Cap- 
tain Babson,  as  captured  so  late  as  the  beginning 
of  January.  The  former  had  been  plundered, 
her  captain  and  crew  grossly  abused,  and  in  all 
respects  treated  as  pirates  treat  their  victims, 
except,  that  to  plunder  and  abuse,  were  added 
the  mockery  of  a  trial  in  an  obscure  port,  where 
a  person  called  a  Judge,  had  denied  to  Captain 
Davis  the  right  to  read  a  paper,  or  to  be  even 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Surely,  said  Mr.  F.,  such  outrages  call  for 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures;  no  other  can 
afford  any  redress,  or  quiet  the  apprehension 
of  our  merchants  and  unarmed  seamen,  and  put 
an  end  to  this  system  of  robbery,  in  a  manner 
which  comport?  with  the  safety  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  dignity  of  the  nation.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

OUmng  Business. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buildings,"  was  then  read ; 
and  the  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union  in  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendment  ?  and  was  determined  in 
tlie  negative. 

The  non-concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendment,  was  decided  by  the  Speaker  as 
equivalent  to  the  affirmative  of  a  question  to 
concur  therein.  And  so  the  said  ameadment 
was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

I'o  the  Home  of  JRepregentatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  RepreseDtativea,  in  par- 
Buanco  of  a  reBolution  of  that  Honse,  of  the  dOth  of 


Janaaiy  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Stt^ 
oontuning  the  informatioii  required  in  rdalioB  |bAb 
tranBaotions  of  the  Commissionori  under  the  61k  ■! 
7th  articlef  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and  tdm  m  1b 
the  meamires  which  have  been  taken  mder  ^  M 
article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  29d  of  P^ 
mary,  1619,  for  fixing  the  boondaxy  lixw  deeoM 
in  the  dd  article  of  the  last  mentioned  treaty. 

JAMES  MONB0& 
WasHZNOTOxr,  FA,  26,  1823. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  tihk 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  committee  appoonted 
on  the  memorial  of  the  administrators  on  ths 
estate  of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  afaTQ^ 
ahle  report  thereon ;  which  waa  ordered  to  fifi 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blagkledox,  the  Oonanii- 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  was  oxtered  id 
furnish  such  of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  binldiy 
as  shall  be  finished,  for  the  reception  of  tbi 
Committees  of  the  Eighteenth  CongPosB^  aod 
the  additional  rooms  for  the  Clern  depvt- 
ment ;  and  that  the  necessary  expense  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Mouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  it  was  ordered  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  with,  such  committee  as  may  bs 
^pointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  Statei^  and 
notifj^  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  other  eoah 
mumcations  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Hill  aid 
Mr.  CoLDEN  were  appointed  of  the  said  eooh 
mittee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  submitted  for  eonsidezft- 
tion  the  following  resolution :  , 

JUtolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  pimiijl 
ed  to  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Babboub,  for  the  prompCitadc^ 
asfflduity,  and  ability,  with  which  he  ha«  adnunvtv- 
ed  the  duties  of  the  Chair  daring  the  present 


Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  suggested  iSbt 
insertion  of  the  word  ^*  impartiality,^'  after  the 
word  "  assiduity ; "  to  which  amendment  Mr. 
Hill  assented.  Thus  modified  the  rescdution 
was  xmanimoualy  agreed  to. 

Bsorganuation  qfthe  Courts. 

Mr.  PLnacB,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judoiary,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  ^*  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  al- 
terations are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  orgui- 
zation  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  is 
more  equally  to  extend  their  advantages  to  the 
several  States  ;*'  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  upon  the  same  subject,  made  a  report 
thereon  adverse  to  making  the  alterations  sug- 
gested ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

It  is  as  follows : 

The  number  of  new  States  admitted  into  the  Unioa 
since  the  Federal  Judiciaiy  was  first  established,  aod 
the  uatoral  increase  of  bnsiness  both  in  the  oU  aod 
new  States,  render,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ooaunitte^ 
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aome  change,  at  no  Teiy  distant  period,  in  the  ofgani- 
sataon  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  highly  ex- 
pedient, if  not  essential  to  the  dne  execution  of  the 

The  Jodiciaiy  system  of  the  United  States,  as  origi- 
nally established,  consisted  of  one  Supreme  Covt, 
six  circuit  courts,  and  thirteen  district  courts.    The 
diAtiict  court  was  held  by  one  judge  in  each  district ; 
the  circuit  court  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  district 
judge  with  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  itself  was  composed 
of  a  chief  justice  and  five  associate  judges.    The  num- 
ber of  the  district  courts  has  since  been  increased  to 
twenty-seven,  by  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Union,  or  the  diyision  of  the  old  ones  into  separate 
districts;  there  being  two  district  courts  in  New 
York,  two  in  Pemuylyania,  two  in  Viiginia,  and  one 
in  each  of  the  other  States.    By  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  February  18,  1801,  the  United  States  were 
diTided  into  six  circuits,  with  a  circuit  court  in  each, 
consisting  of  three  judges,  who  were  to  hold  two  terms 
a  year  in  each  district,  and  were  invested  with  the 
Mme  general  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  the  former 
circuit  courts  possessed.    By  the  same  act  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  were,  in  future,  to  be 
holden  twice  a  year  at  the  city  of  Washington ;  the 
judges  were  no  longer  requirad  to  sit  in  the  circuit 
courts :  and  their  number,  on  the  death  or  resignation 
of  the  judges  then  on  the  bench,  was  to  be  reduced  to 
^Y^     On  the  8th  of  March,  1802,  this  act  was  lo- 
peal<id,  and  the  former  system  was  restored.    On  the 
24th  ik  February,  1807,  a  new  drcnit  was  foimed  in 
the  Western  country,  embracing  the  States  of  Ken- 
tocky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio ;  and  the  number  of  the 
jodgea  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  increased  to  seven. 
Since  tiiat  time,  six  new  States  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  ftom  the  West  alone;  and  one  has 
been  created  in  the  East,  by  the  separation  of  Maine 
from  Massachusetts^    From  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
try, the  number  of  the  States,  and  the  increasing 
mass  of  business  constantly  depending  in  the  drouit 
eonrts,  it  was  obviously  impossible  for  seven  judges 
to  hold  two  courts  annually  in  each  of  the  twenty- 
aeven  judicial  districts,  into  which  the  United  States 
(exclusive  of  the  Territories)  are  now  divided.     The 
judgea  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  not,  therefore,  been 
reqnired  by  law  to  go  into  the  new  Western  States ; 
and  there  are,  aooordingly,  no  circuit  courts  holden 
in  Louisiana,  Indiana,  MisBissippi,  Illinois,  Alabaiba, 
and  Missouri,  nor  in  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  Ar- 
kansaa,  and  Florida.    In  each  of  tiiese  States  and 
Territories,  the  district  court  is  vested  with,  and  ex- 
arcisea,  the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court  of  the  United 
StotesL 

The  preceding  statement  may  be  considered  as 
presenting  a  hasty  outline  of  the  principal  features  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary,  with  the  most  important 
ohan|[pea  it  has  successively  undeigone,  but  without 
pretending  to  notice  its  minuter  variations. 

It  ia  understood  by  the  committee  that  Uiose  States 
which,  vnder  the  present  arrangements,  are  deprived 
if  the  benefits  of  a  circuit  court,  are  desirous,  for 
reasons  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  be  enumerated, 
Jiat  such  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  existing 
tjrstem  as  would  extend  to  them  the  advantages  en- 
oyed  by  the  States  where  such  courts  exist.  This 
ieaire  ci  the  new  States  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
)f  equality  with  the  old,  in  respect  to  their  judicial 
Mtabliahments,  so  far  as  these  depend  upon  the 
Jnited    States,  appears  to  the  committee  just  and 


reasonable.  Nor  are  there  wanting  obvious  reasons 
of  interest  and  of  policy,  operating  equally  upon  the 
Government  and  the  pe<^le,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  favor  of  placing  tiie  courts  of  the  United  States, 
wherever  they  exist,  upon  the  most  respectable  foot- 
ing ;  and  of  giving  them,  in  every  section  of  thie 
country,  in  the  West  as  well  as  in  the  East,  the  form 
and  the  facilities  which  may,  in  each  case,  enable 
them  best  to  answer  the  important  obiects  of  their 
original  institution.  For  this  purpose,  three  difiierent 
plans  have  occurred  to  the  committee  as  among  the 
means  most  likely  to  effect  this  desirable  object : 

1.  To  increase  the  number  of  circuits  to  nine,  and 
add  two  more  judges  to  the  Supreme  Court 

2.  To  establish  circuit  courts  throu^out  the  United 
States,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  in  1801, 
but  with  such  modifications  as  may  be  found  expe- 
dient ;  and  to  provide  for  the  eventual  reduction  of 
the  number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  five. 

8.  To  establish  two  circuit  courts  in  the  Western 
States,  with  the  same  general  powers  and  juiisdictioQ 
as  are  now  possessed  by  the  circuit  codrts  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  (av  in  other  courts)  an  ap- 
peal should  lie  from  tiie  district  courts,  and  thence, 
under  the  ordinary  limitations,  to  the  Supreme 
Court 

Each  ofHhese  plans  possesses  some  advantages  over 
the  others,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  aome 
objections. 

1st  In  the  final  dedsion  of  judicial  questions,  a 
small  number  of  judges,  qualified  for  their  station  as 
those  of  the  United  States  will,  we  may  hope,  always 
be,  are  likely  to  prosecute  their  legal  inquiries  more 
thoroughly,  come  to  more  correct  conclusions,  and 
act  with  greater  impartiality,  unifoniiity,  and  de» 
spatch,  than  a  numerous,  and  consequently  discordant^ 
lx)dy  can  be  presumed  slways  to  do.  In  this  respect, 
it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  now  constituted,  is  sufficiently 
large  Qt^  indeed,  it  be  not  already  too  great)  for  the 
convenient  despatch  of  the  important  busineiiss  which 
comes  yearly  before  it 

2d.  With  respect  to  the  second  proposition,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  a  similar  system  having  been  once 
adopted,  and  snbsequentiy  abandoned,  its  re- enact- 
ment would  probably  be  opposed,  at  least  till  other 
expedients,  promising  more  favorable  results,  shsU 
have  been  first  tried. 

8d.  The  institution  of  two  new  circuits  in  the 
Western  States,  with  one  judge  in  each,  who,  siUing 
successively  witii  the  district  judges  in  their  severu 
districts,  should  form  the  circuit  court  for  those  dis- 
tricts, would,  it  is  believed,  obviate  many  of  the  in- 
conveniences arising  from  tiie  present  organization  of 
the  courts  in  that  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  the  same 
arrangement,  if  found  on  trial  to  answer  the  purposes 
designed  by  it,  might,  as  circumstances  required,  bo 
extended  to  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  thus  lead, 
finally,  to  the  adoption  of  one  uniform  system  of  cir- 
cuit courts  throughout  tiie  United  States.  For  the 
purposes  of  the  present  experiment,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Miasonri  might  be  convenientiy  formed  into  one 
circuit;  and  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama 
into  another. 

Without  going  at  all  into  the  details  of  these  seve- 
ral plans,  or  even  expressing  any  decided  opinion  in 
fibvor  of  either  of  them,  the  committee,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  House  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, have  thought  proper  to  present  it,  at  this  time, 
in  its  present  form,  not  with  a  view  to  the  adoption. 
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at  this  session,  of  uij  deoLuve  measures  in  relation 
to  a  department  of  tue  Govomment  so  important  as 
that  o^  the  Judiciary,  but  in  hopes  that  the  sabject 
may  attract  the  attention  of  the  country  genendly, 
and  of  those  parts  of  it»  in  particular,  which  are  more 
immediately  concerned  in  its  investigation ;  and  that 
the  next  Congress  may  be  prepared,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, to  decide  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  enable  them  more  effectually  to  at- 
tain the  objects  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
stituted. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  re- 
quests either  that  Congress  would  organize  a  new  cir- 
cuit, of  which  that  State  should  form  a  part ;  or  that 
flihe  may  be  attached  to  the  Western  circuit,  consist- 
ing, at  present^  of  Ohio,  Kentnd^,  and  Tennessee. 
The  first  of  these  requests  would  be  substantially  com- 
plied with  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  aboye 
plans  suggested  by  the  committee.  The  other  alter- 
native presented  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  is  at- 
tended with  some  difficulty.  There  is,  at  present, 
but  one  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Western 
States ;  and  it  is  understood  by  the  committee  that 
ih»  terms  which  he  is  now  by  law  required  to  hold, 
together  with  his  attendance,  annually,  at  the  Seat  of 
G<yvemment,  as  a  member  c^the  Supreme  Court,  oc- 
cupy his  time  and  attention  so  exclusively,  as  to  ren- 
der it  improper  that  any  additional  duties  should  be 
imposed  upon  him. 

The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged 
fJNanoL  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  and 
memorial  refenred  to  them  by  the  House. 

Close  of  the  Session. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate  have  conourred  in  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  Presidei)t  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have 
other  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn ; 
and  they  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  HnX)  from  the  joint  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  that  the  committee  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
formed him  that,  unless  he  might  have  other 
communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  they  are  ready  to  a^ourn ;  and  tliat 
they  received  from  the  President  for  answer, 
that  he  had  no  further  communicationB  to  make 
to  Congress. 

It  was  then  ordered^  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  to  inform  that  body  that  this 
House,  having  completed  the  legidative  busi- 
ness before  it,  is  now  ready  to  adjourn;  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said  message. 


The  Clerk  having  delivered  the  aaid 
and  being  returned — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  no- 
tifying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  oaia- 
pleted  the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
ready,  by  aji  adjournment,  to  close  the  presot 
session  of  Congress. 

And  thereupon — 

The  Speakeb  (Mr.  Bassottb)  rose  from  fall 
Chair,  and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  receive  the  approbation  of  our  coon^  is  at  all 
times  the  highest  reward  which  can  be  bestowed  upas 
a  citizen  in  the  public  service ;  to  receive  the  expres- 
sion of  that  approbation  &om  the  lepresentalivea  tf 
the  people,  witii  whom  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  ac^ 
gives  to  it,  in  my  estimation,  an  increased  degree  ef 
interest ;  but  when,  in  addition  to  this^  I  reoolfect 
that  this  is  the  second  occasion  in  which  I  have  re- 
ceived this  high  mark  of  confidence  tram,  tito  mam 
House  of  Representatives;  £com  gentiemen  wzdi 
whom,  for  two  successive  sessional  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  legislation ;  it  inspires  me  with  ti&e  deepest 
sense  of  gratituda  I  have  nothing  to  ofier  joa  bat 
iDj  sincere  thanks  in  return  for  this  renewed  evidenos 
Kjfjoar  good  opinion,  as  well  as  for  the  kind  indol- 
gence  with  which  yon  have  suroorted  me  ia  tbe  dis- 
charge of  my  oJQicial  duties.  Then  are  few  statioes 
in  civil  life  of  a  character  ^ther  more  important  or 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  presidiz^  officer  of  thti 
House.  On  your  deliberations  essentially  depend  tie 
prosperity  of  this  extensive  and  extending  ConfiMle- 
racy.  In  their  progress  the  most  novel  and  peqilex- 
ing  questions  are  frequentiy  presented  for  the  insftsB- 
taneoQB  decision  of  your  Speaker;  and  the  daties 
whiA,  in  general,  appertain  to  Us  office,  invohe,  ia 
themselves,  the  highest  degree  of  reqxmnbilllj.  Ia 
such  a  situation  to  be  able  to  command  soooesa^  is  tis 
attribute  of  no  man ;  to  endeavor  to  deserve  i^  is 
witbdn  tiie  reach  of  all ;  that  endeavor  I  amcooedoei 
of  having  eamestiy  made ;  and,  to  the  pleasoia 
arising  from  tiiat  consciousness,  the  resofaxtioD  whidi 
you  have  just  passed,  adds  the  gratification  of  believ- 
ing that  my  efforts,  in  this  respect,  have  not  been  al- 
together fruitless. 

We  are  now,  gentiemen,  about  to  close  the  biboB 
of  the  Seventeenth  Gongreos.  I  trust  that,  upon  a 
review  of  its  measures,  it  will  be  found  by  oar  constit- 
uents that,  however  we  may  have  diflfored  in  opia- 
ion  in  relation  to  the  means,  we  have  all  had  in  view 
one  great,  one  common  end — ^the  promote  of  tbe 
general  welfiue. 

We  are  soon,  gentlemen,  about  to  separate;  many 
of  you,  perhaps,  I  may  never  meet  again.  Hay  ym 
long  live  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  your  pest  aerrioe, 
and  to  render  others  to  a  grateful  coontiy. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  the  question  bdngpat,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  thereapoo,  tbe 
Sfbassb  adyoamed  the  House  Hne  die. 
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EIGHTEENTH  €ONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN    AT    THE    CITY    OF    WASHINGTON,    DECEMBER    I,    1898, 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE/ 


HohdjlT,  December  1, 1828. 

The  first  seBsion  of  the  Eighteenth  Oonffress. 
conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea 
States,  commenced  this  dajr  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 


Saxiol  Bill  and  John  F.  Pabbott,  fh>m 
New  Hampshire. 

Jaxes  I^tb,  from  Massaohnsetts. 

HxBTBT  W.  Edwabdb  and  Jakes  Lakkait, 
from  Ck>nnecticQt. 

Nkbbhiab  B.  Eniqht,  A*om  Rhode  Island. 

WiLUAx  A.  Palxbb  and  Hobatio  Sethottb, 
from  Vermont. 

BuFUS  EiHo  and  Mabtik  Yan  Bubeut,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlos  DiOKXBSoir  and  Jobxfh  HoIlyaikb, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Waltkb  Lowbzb  and  Wiuiam  Findlat,  from 
Pennsylyania. 

Saxukl  SiOTH,  from  Maiprland. 

Jambs  Babboub,  from  Yirdnia. 

Nathahikl  Kaook,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd  and  Robebt  Y.  Hatnb,  from 
Sonth  Carolina. 

John  Elliott,  from  Georgia. 

IsHAx  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 

Bbnjamin  Buck^lbs.  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Bbown  and  Hbnbt  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

Dayid  Holmbs,  from  MissisdppL 

Jambs  Noblb  and  Wallbb  Taylob,  from  In* 


•  UBT  OF  MBMBKB8  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Jffl<w<L    John  Chandler,  John  Hohn«g. 
JTmcMampMr^—Bmaiwii  Bell,  John  F.  Panott 
JfitMOcAuMOt.— James  Ilojd,  ElUah  Hunt  M1U& 
CbiMMeMewl— Henxy  W.  Edwards,  James  TAiiinan. 
Mkod4  IfkMuKr-^ames  D'WoU;  Nehemlah  K  Knight 
Vm'm0nL    William  A  Palmer,  Horatio  BeTmonr. 
Mtm  ForftL— Boltas  King,  Martin  Yan  Boren. 
JKmo  /eresy.— Mahlon  DIokerwn,  James  MellTaine. 
Pmm*ifi9am4a^-'WalUr  Lowrlo^  William  FlndUj. 
/Ma«oar«.— Nicholas  Yan  Dyke,  Thomas  dayton. 
Jfiarr'aiiA— Edward  IJojrd,  Bamoel  Bmith. 
VouVIL--80 


Jessb  B.  Thomasi,  from  IllinoiB. 

John  Chanblbb  and  John  Holbcxs,  from 
Maine. 

Dayid  Babton  and  Thomab  H.  Bbnton,  from 
MissonrL 

John  Gaillabd^  President  pro  temporCy  re- 
samed  the  Chair. 

Samuel  Bbll,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legialatare  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  for 
the  term  of  six  years^  coomiencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  Hbbbt  W.  Edwabds,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  EzecutlYe  of  the 
State  of  Connectioat,  in  the  place  of  Eluah 
BoABDMAN,  deceased  j  Jambb  Llotd,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Massacnusetts, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last ;  Josbfh  MoIlyainb, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  LegiaLature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  to  supply  tiie  Yacanoy  oc- 
casioned by  the  reskpuition  of  Samuel  L. 
Southabd;  Bobebt  Y.  Hatnb,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  Hbnbt  John- 
son, appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term  of  rix 
years^  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
last ;  and  Jbsbb  B.  Thomas,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Lc«;is]ature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  term  or  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last^ — ^reepectlYelY  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  wmch  were  read ;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  them,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

FlryiiUo.— James  Barhoor,  littleton  W.  TaieweU. 
Jfyiik  OirolffMib— 'Nathaniel  Maoon,  John  Bnnoh. 
Scmlh  OaroUtM,-^6bak  GaiUard,  Eobert  T.  Hayne. 
Oeorffia,-^ohik  EUlott»  Thomas  W.  Cobh. 
Xmhtctif.n'Blebaxd  M.  Johnson,  laham  Talbot 
TbMMiSML'Andrew  Jaekson,  John  Henry  Eaton. 
OMo.-— Benjamin  Enggles,  Ethan  A  Brown. 
LouManaj—JmAMh  &,  Johnston,  Dominlqne  BooUgnj. 
iiKlian&--James  Noble,  Waller  Taylor. 
JUiMistippL—ThmntiB  H.  Williams,  David  Holmes. 
iZMfio<&~-Jess6  B.  Thomas,  John  MoLeao. 
Alabama.'^'Wmiam  B.  King^  William  KeUy. 
JRssMiK— DaTld  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Benton. 
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The  credentials  of  Thomas  H.  Williams,  ap- 

Sointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  AOssissippi,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
oonunencing  on  tho  fourth  day  of  March  last, 
were  read. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Ghak- 
BLBB,  Mr.  Ebioht,  and  Mr.  Diokebboit — their 
credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  duriDg 
the  last  session. 

Messrs.  Babbotjb  and  Maook  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  jointly,  with  such  as  the  House 
may  appoint,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  two  HousesL  and  of  their  readiness  to 
receive  any  commumcation  firom  him;  and 
then  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  December  2. 

Edwabd  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and,  also,  Ethan  Allen  Bbown,  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  severally  attended. 

John  Bbanch,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for 
the  term  of  ax  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, which  were  read,  and  the  oath  pre- 
8<uibed  by  law  was  administered  to  him ;  and 
the  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Wil- 
XJAMa,  whose  credentials  were  read  yesterday ; 
and  tibey  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Babbottb,  of  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Fbbsident,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  their  r^idiness  to  receive  any 
communication  from  him,  reported,  that  the 
committee  had  attended  to  the  duties  assigned 
them:  and  that  the  President  was  pleased  to 
say,  that  he  would  communicate  with  the  two 
Houses,  by  Message,  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ghandlbb,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Senate  will  meet  at  twelve  o^clock  on 
each  day  of  its  session,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Hetolvedj  That  Monn^y  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  employ  one  asaistant  and  two  horses, 
for  the  purpose  of  performing  such  services  as  are 
nsnally  required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
which  expense  shall  be  paid  oat  of  the  contingent 
fimd. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  the  question,  '^  Shall  this  reso- 
lution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timef "  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

SevohUianary  Pensumeny  tte. 

The  following  communications,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  "War,  were  read,  and  ordered, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  be  printed : 

War  DBPABmEMT,  December  1,  1823. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
^e  United  States,  passed  on  the  Ist  of  March  last, 


directing  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  report,  doling  Ai 
first  week  of  the  present  session  of  CongresB,  tk 
namber  of  Kevolutionaiy  pensioners  in  each  Staii,  K 
this  time  on  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  vaauejn- 
oeived  or  receivable  in  each  State,  on  accouit  d 
Revolntionaiy  pensioners,  I  herewith  tnaasit  t 
statement  showing  the  number  of  sach  pensooes  a 
each  State  and  Texritoxy  of  the  United  Stste^ai 
the  snm  receivable  annually  in  each  on  scooont  of 
said  pensioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &&, 

J.  C.  CALHOia 

Hon.  J.  Gaillabd, 

PreiideiU^  pro  tern.,  Benate^  U,  & 

Statement  of  the  taanber  of  Ptneitmere^  and  fk  la^ 
reeeiwAle  by  them  m  the  several  SlaUs  md  fen- 
tortetf  tufoUotoe: 

Maine         ....  1,208  |128»0M 

New  Hampshire  ...  8d6  65^ 

MassachusetU     -         .        .  1,677  175,680 

Connecticut         ...  859  87iM 

Rhode  Island       ...  245  86^ 

Vermont              ...  1,000  102,911 

New  York           ...  2,948  S02,l« 

New  Jersey         ...  423  44^ 

Pennsylvania       -        .        -  947  9«,ft3 

Delaware            ...  27  2,1* 

Maryland             ...  222  23,IM 

Vuginia              ...  667  67^ 

North  CaioUna    ...  236  S3,JS0 

South  Carolina    ...  Ill  U,SS 

Georgia               ...  42  4,«IB 

Kentucky            ...  463  4fi,m 

East  Tennessee  ...  96  9,50( 

West  Tennessee  ...  Ill  11,00 

Ohio                    ...  661  67,T1« 

Louisiana            ...  3  ^ 

Indiana               ...  106  10|«* 

nimois                 ...  14  IfSil 

Missouri              ...  7  »< 

Alabama             ...  9  1,008 

8  9U 


Michigan 
Columbia 

Total 


8 
38 


91i 


13,961  $1,334,7« 


*       FreHdenCs  Message. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  tho 
Fbesident  of  thb  United  States  : 

FeUow-eitimns  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  H^retentathes : 

Many  important  subjects  will  claim  yoor  aUentiOB 
during  the  present  session,  of  which  I  shall  eoteisr 
to  give,  in  aid  of  your  deliberations,  a  just  idMB 
this  communication.  I  undertske  this  doty  w* 
diffidence,  firom  the  vast  extent  of  the  interMto  « 
which  I  have  to  treat,  and  of  their  great  importw* 
to  every  portion  of  our  Union.  I  eater  on  it  *i» 
zeal,  from  a  thorough  conviction  that  *^«'«  "J* 
was  a  period,  smce  the  establishment  of  wr  B«JM^ 
tion,  when,  regaidmg  the  condition  of  the  «rW 
worid,  and  its  bearing  on  us,  there  was  8»*J*? 
necessity  for  devotion  in  tiie  public  semnts  to  Wb 
reactive  duties,  or  for  virtue,  patriotian.  andumas 
in  our  oonstituents.  ^ 

Meeting  in  you  Knew Coagnsa^l^smAp^ 
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io  present  tliu  view  ofpablic  affairs  ia  greater  detail 
tihiui  might  otherwise  he  necessary.  I  do  it^  howey- 
ir,  with  pecnliar  satisfaction,  from  a  knowledge  that. 
Id  this  respect,  I  stuill  comply  more  fnlly  with  the 
Knmd  principles  of  onr  Government.  The  people 
Ming  with  US  exclusively  the  sovereign,  it  is  indis- 
wnsable  that  full  information  be  laid  before  them  on 
ill  important  subjects,  to  enable  them  to  exercise 
'haX  hiffh  power  with  con&plete  eflbct  If  kept  in  the 
lark,  they  must  be  incompetent  to  it  We  are  all 
isble  to  error,  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
nanagement  of  public  affairs  are  more  subject  to  ex- 
utement,  and  to  be  led  astray  by  their  particular 
nterests  and  passions,  than  the  great  body  of  our 
x>nstitnents,  who,  living  at  home,  in  the  pursuit  of 
iheir  ordinaiy  avocations,  are  calm  but  deeply  inter- 
»Bted  spectators  of  events,  and  of  the  conduct  of  those 
irho  are  parties  to  them.  To  the  people,  eveiy  de- 
Murtment  of  the  Government,  and  eveiy  individual  in 
weh,  are  responsible,  and  the  more  full  their  informa- 
ion,  the  better  they  can  judge  df  the  wisdom  of  the 
x>Iicy  pursued,  and  of  the  conduct  of  each  in  regard 
io  it.  From  their  dispassionate  judgment,  mudi  aid 
may  always  be  obtained,  while  their  approbation  will 
bnn  the  greatest  moentive,  and  most  gratifying  re- 
irard,  for  virtuous  actions,  and  the  dread  of  their 
sensure  the  best  security  against  the  abuse  of  their 
sonfidence.  Their  interests,  in  all  vital  questions, 
m  the  same,  and  the  bond  by  sentiment,  as  well  as 
Iry  interest,  will  be  prooortionably  strengthened  as 
they  axe  better  informed  of  the  real  state  of  public 
ilBurs,  especially  in  difficult  oonjunctures.  Jt  is  by 
nch  knowledge  that  local  prejudices  and  jealousies 
ire  surmounted,  and  that  a  national  policy,  extend- 
ng  its  fostering  care  and  protection  to  aU  the  great 
nterests  of  our  Union,  is  formed  and  steadily  ad- 
hered to. 

A  precise  knowledge  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
Mwers,  as  respects  our  negotiations  and  transactions 
nib  each,  is  thought  to  be  particularly  necessary. 
Equally  necessary  is  it,  that  we  should  form  a  just 
istimate  of  onr  resources,  revenue,  and  progress  in 
sveiy  kind  of  improvement  connected  with  the  na- 
aonal  piosperi^  and  public  defence.  It  is  by  ren- 
lering  justice  to  other  nations,  that  we  may  expect 
t  from  them.  It  is  by  our  abUity  to  resent  Icguries, 
md  redress  wrongs,  that  we  may  avoid  them. 

The  commissionerB  under  the  fifUi  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  disagreed  in  their  opinions 
wpecting  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
enitories  of  the  United  Sutes  and  of  Great  Britain, 
lie  establishment  of  which  had  been  submitted  to 
hem,  have  made  their  respective  reports,  in  compli- 
|Doe  with  that  article,  that  the  same  might  be  re- 
Mrtd  to  the  decision  of  a  friendly  power.  It  being 
unilest,  however,  that  it  would  be  dMcult,  if  not 
npossible,  for  any  power  to  perform  that  office  with- 
lot  great  delay  and  much  inconvenience  to  itself  a 
ptopoaal  has  been  made  by  this  Government,  and  ac- 
nded  to  by  that  of  Great  Britam,  to  endeavor  to 
Ntahlish  that  boundary  by  amicable  negotiation.  It 
iffearing,  from  long  experience,  that  no  satisfactory 
uiangement  could  be  formed  of  the  commercial  in- 
kneoone  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
Hloiues  in  this  hemisphere,  by  legislative  acts,  while 
ndi  party  pursued  its  own  course,  without  agree- 
■nt  or  concert  with  the  other,  a  proposal  has  been 
■•ds  to  the  British  Government  to  regulate  this 
^■nnieroe  by  treaty,  as  it  has  been  to  arrange,  in 
Eka  manner,  the  just  claim  of  the  oitinasof  the  Unit- 


ed States  inhabiting  the  States  and  Territories  boiv 
dering  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  empty  into  the 
St.  Lawrence,  to  the  navigation  oi  that  river  to  the 
ocean.  For  these  and  o£er  objects^  of  hig^  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  both  parties,  a  negotiatioo 
has  been  opened  with  the  British  Government  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  have  a  satisfactory  result 

The  commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  snocessAiIly 
closed  their  labors  in  relation  to  the  sixth,  have  pro* 
oeeded  to  the  discharge  of  tliose  relating  to  the 
seventh.    Their  progress  in  the  extensive  survey,  re- 

Snired  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  justifies 
tie  presumption  that  it  wiU  be  completed  in  the  ene- 
suing  year. 

T^e  negotiation  which  had  been  lonsr  depending 
with  the  French  Government  on  sevend  important 
snljects,  and  particularly  for  a  just  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  wars  bytiie  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  ui^juatifiable  seizures  and  con- 
fiscations of  their  property,  has  not;  as  yet,  had  the 
desired  eifoot  As  this  clsixn  rests  on  the  same  prin* 
oiple  with  others  which  have  been  admitted  by  the 
French  (Sovemment,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  JusI 
ground  it  can  be  rqected.  A  Minister  will  be  imme- 
diately appointed  to  proceed  to  France,  and  resume 
the  negotiation  en  this  and  other  snlpecflfes  which  may 
arise  between  the  two  nationa 

At  the  proposal  of  the  Rossian  Imperial  Goven- 
ment,  made  through  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor  re- 
siding here,  a  full  power  and  instructions  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Mmister  of  the  United  States  at 
St  Petersburg,  to  arrange,  by  amicable  negotiation^ 
the  respective  rights  and  interests  of  the  two  nations 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  this  continent  A  similar 
proposal  had  been  made  by  His  Imperial  Migesty  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  whidi  has  likewise 
been  aooeded  to.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  deshx>us,  l^  this  friendly  proceeding, 
of  manifesting  the  great  value  which  they  have  in- 
variably attached  to  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor, 
and  their  solicitude  to  cultivate  the  best  nnder^and- 
i^g  with  his  Government  In  tiie  discussions  to 
which  this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ments by  which  they  may  terminate,  the  oocasfon 
has  been  judgjed  proper  for  assertmg,  as  a  principle 
in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States 
are  involved,  that  the  American  contments,  by  the 
free  and  independent  condition  which  they  have  as- 
sumed and  maintain,  are  henceforth  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  future  colonization  by  any  Europe- 
an power. 

Since  the  dose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
oomnussioners  and  arbitrators  for  asoertuning  and 
determining  the  amount  of  indemnification  which 
may  be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  in  conformity  to  the  conventioa  concluded  at 
St  Petersbuxg,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  have  assembled  in 
this  city,  and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by 
that  treaty.  The  commission  oonstituted  under  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-second  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  is  also  in  ses- 
sion here ;  and  as  the  term  of  three  years,  limited  by 
the  treaty  for  the  execution  of  the  trust,  will  expire 
before  the  period  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of  Oon* 
gresa^  the  attentioa  of  the  Legislatnre  will  be  drawn 
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to  the  measores  which  may  be  neoeasary  to  aooom- 
plish  the  objects  for  which  the  commiasioii  was  in- 
•titated. 

In  oompliance  with  a  resbhition  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives,  adopted  at  their  last  session,  instmc- 
tions  have  been  given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  to  propose  the  proscription  of  the  Afincan 
slave  trade,  bj  classing  it  under  the  denomination, 
and  inflicting  on  its  peipetrators  tiie  ponishment  of 
piracy.  Should  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  this  odious  and  criminal  practice  will  be 
promptly  and  entirely  suppressed.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  it  will  be  acceded  to,  from  a  firm  belief 
that  it  is  the  most  effectual  expedient  that  can  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  recent  war  between 
France  and  Spain,  it  was  declared  by  the  French 
Government  that  it  would  grant  no  commission  to 
pivateers,  and  that  neither  the  commerce  of  Spain 
herself^  nor  of  neutral  nations,  should  be  molested  by 
the  naval  force  of  France,  except  in  the  breach  of  a 
lawful  blockade.  This  declaration,  which  appears 
to  have  been  faithfully  earned  into  effect,  concurring 
with  principles  proclumed  and  cherished  by  the 
United  States,  finom  the  first  establishment  of  their 
independence,  suggested  the  hope  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  proposal  for  adopting  it  as  a  per- 
manent and  invariable  rule  in  all  future  maritime 
wars  might  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
great  European  powers.  Instructions  have  accord- 
ingly been  given  to  our  Ministers  with  France,  Rus- 
sia, and  Great  Britain,  to  make  those  proposals  to 
their  respective  Governments ;  and,  when  the  friends 
of  humanity  reflect  on  the  essential  amelioration  to 
the  condition  of  the  human  race,  which  would  result 
fipom  the  abolition  of  private  war  on  the  sea,  and  on 
the  great  facility  by  which  it  might  be  accomplished, 
requirinff  only  the  consent  of  a  few  sovereigns,  an 
earnest  hope  is  indulged  that  these  overtures  will 
meet  with  an  attention,  animated  by  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  made,  uod  that  they  will  ultimately 
be  snccessfuL 

The  Minister  ai^inted  to  Spain  proceeded,  soon 
after  his  appointment,  for  Cadiz,  the  residence  of  the 
sovereign  to  whom  he  was  accredited.  In  approach- 
ing that  port,  the  frigate  which  conveyed  him  was 
warned  off  by  the  commander  of  the  French  squad- 
ron, by  which  it  was  blockaded,  and  not  permitted 
to  enter,  although  apprised,  by  the  captain  of  the 
fiigate,  of  the  pubUc  character  of  the  person  whom  he 
had  on  board,  the  landing  of  whom  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  his  proposed  entry.  This  act^  being  consider- 
ed an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  ambassadors  and 
of  nations,  will  form  a  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
Government  of  France,  against  the  officer  by  whom  it 
was  committed. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  public  finances  more 
than  realizes  the  favorable  anticipations  that  were  en« 
tertained  of  it  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  On  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  of  four  millions  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty-five  cental  From  that  time  to 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  the  receipts  amounted  to 
upwards  of  sixteen  millions  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  expenditures  to  eleven  millions  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  During  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will 
at  least  equal  the  expenditures,  and  that  there  will 


remain  in  the  Treasuiy,  on  the  first  day  of  Jams; 
next,  a  surplus  of  nearly  nine  millions  of  doDan 

On  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  od 
twenty-five,  a  large  amount  of  the  war  debt,  ndt 
part  of  the  Revolutionary  debt,  become  redeemyt 
Additional  portions  of  uie  former  will  oontiBoi  ti 
become  redeemable,  annually,  until  the  year  ei^tea 
hundred  and  thirty-five.  It  is  believed,  howeia^ 
that,  if  the  United  States  remain  at  peace,  the  vUi 
of  that  debt  may  be  redeemed  by  the  ordUiaiy  iti»> 
nue  of  those  years,  during  that  period,  under  tie  jn- 
vision  of  the  'act  of  March  third,  eigliteen  hasiid 
and  seventeen,  creating  the  SinVing  Fund;  sad  a 
that  case  the  only  part  of  the  debt  that  will  remii, 
after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thir^-fifc,  vl 
be  the  seven  millions  of  five  per  cent  stock  saJueA- 
ed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  tiie  Am 
per  cent  Revolutionary  debt,  amounting  to  tfaiitaa 
millions  two  hundred  and  ninety-siz  thoussnd  ni 
ninety-nine  ddlars  and  six  cents,  both  of  wfaidb  m 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  GoTemmenL 

The  state  of  the  Army,  and  its  orgajnxM&Bt  ai 
discipline,  has  been  gradually  improving  for  sefeni 
years,  and  has  now  attained  a  high  degrree  of  pe^e* 
tion.  The  military  disbursements  have  been  rBg&> 
larly  made,  and  the  accounts  regolariy  and  proBftlf 
rendered  for  settlement  The  supplies  of  varioos  d^ 
scriptions  have  been  of  good  quality,  and  regola^ 
issued  at  all  of  the  post&  A  system  of  cooncmy  od 
accountability  has  been  introduced  into  every  fanod 
of  the  service,  which  admits  of  little  additionsl  ia- 
provement  This  desirable  state  has  been  attutfj 
by  the  act  reorganizing  the  staff  of  the  Army,  psasd 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  aai 
eighteen. 

The  moneys  appropriated  for  fortificatioBS  hm 
been  regularly  and  economically  applied,  and  all  Ai 
works  i^vanced  as  rapidly  as  the  amount  ^f^y^ 
ated  would  admit  Three  important  woiksirillbe 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  year ;  that  is,  Fcrt 
Washington,  Fort  Delaware,  and  the  fort  at  tibs  B^ 
olets,  in  Loniuana. 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  Topogiayiiiai 
corps,  have  been  in  oonstant  and  active  service,  is 
snrveyinff  the  coast,  and  projectixig  the  works  Becei- 
saiy  for  its  defence. 

The  Military  Academy  has  attained  a  degree  d 
perfection  in  its  discipline  and  instmctioQ,  eqasl,  ft 
is  believed,  to  any  institution  of  its  kind  in  of 
country. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Oti- 
nance  Department  has  been  regularly  and  ecoBOOh 
cally  applied.  The  fabrication  of  arms  at  the  naSiA'  ^ 
al  armories,  and  by  contract  with  the  departaaes^  J 
has  been  gradually  improving  in  Quality  and  cke^ 
ness.  It  is  believed  that  their  quality  is  now  sBcb  es 
to  admit  of  but  little  improvement 

The  completion  of  the  fortifications  reoden  it 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  snitsUe  apprc^ris* 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  fabricating  the  cannon  sad 
carriages  necessary  for  those  works. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dolto 
for  exploring  the  Western  waters  for  the  locafion  rf 
a  site  for  a  Western  armoiy,  a  commission  wsi  in- 
stituted, consisting  of  Colonel  McRee,  Coloiud  Ue, 
and  Captain  Talcott,  who  have  been  engaged  in  a- 
ploring  the  country.  They  have  not  yet  reported 
the  result  of  their  labors,  but  it  is  believed  that  tb^ 
will  be  prepared  to  do  it  at  an  early  part  of  the  sbf 
fiion  of  Congress. 
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Dnring  the  month  of  Jnne  last,  General  Aahlej 
and  his  party,  who  were  trading  under  a  license 
from  the  Government,  were  attained  by  the  Rica- 
rees  while  peaceably  trading  with  the  Indians,  at 
their  request.  Several  of  the  party  were  killed 
and  woonded,  and  their  property  taken  or  de- 
stroyed. 

Colonel  Leavenworth,  who  commanded  Fort  At> 
kinson,  at  the  Council  Bluffs,  the  most  western 
post,  apprehending  that  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Rica- 
rees  would  extend  to  other  tribes  in  that  quarter, 
and  that  thereby  the  lives  of  the  traders  on  the 
Hisaouri,  and  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  would  be  en- 
dangered, took  immediate  measures  to  check  the 
evil 

With  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  stationed  at 
the  Blnffii,  he  successfully  attacked  the  Ricaree  vil- 
lage, and  it  is  hoped  that  such  an  impression  has 
been  made  on  them,  as  well  as  on  the  other  tribes  on 
the  3{is8ouri,  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  future 
hostility. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  will  exhibit,  in  greater  detail, 
the  condition  of  the  department  in  its  various 
branches,  and  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
its  administration,  duriug  ih»  three  first  quarters  of 
Uieyear. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  is 
now  communicated,  fiimishes  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department,  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with  the  progress  made 
in  augmenting  the  Navy,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  in  commission  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

The  usual  force  has  been  maintained  in  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea,  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  has  afforded  the  necessary  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce  in  those  seas. 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  our 
naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  '*  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,"  passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session. 
That  armament  has  been  eminentiy  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object.  The  piracies  by  which 
our  conmierce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and 
tiie  confidence  of  our  merchants,  in  a  great  measure, 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Commodore 
Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 
cor^ded,  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  conunand.  And,  in  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction  on  the  honorable  maimer  in  which 
tiiey  have  sostained  the  reputation  of  their  country 
ad  its  navy,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  con- 
cern, that,  in  the  fiilfilment  of  that  arduous  service, 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  season,  and  to  the  climate 
In  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the  nation 
of  many  useful  lives,  and  among  them  of  several 
officers  of  great  promise. 

Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  in- 
Tigmated  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Iduid  of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  active 
siertioQS  of  a  British  naval  force  in  the  same  seas, 
have  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies 
from  that  island,  the  success  of  our  exertions  has 
vot  been  equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime 
mider  other  pretences  and  colors,  in  the  neighboring 
ialaod  of  Porto  Rico.    They  have  been  couunitted 


there  under  the  abusive  issue  of  Spanish  conmiis- 
nons.  At  an  early  period  of  the  present  year,  re- 
monstrances were  made  to  the  Governor  of  that  isl- 
and, by  an  agent  who  was  sent  for  the  purpose, 
against  those  outrages  on  the  peacefhl  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  many  had  occurred. 
That  officer,  profesaing  his  own  want  of  authority  to 
make  satisfaction  for  our  just  complaints,  answered 
only  by  a  reference  of  them  to  the  Government  of 
Spain.  The  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  that 
Court  was  specially  instructed  to  urge  the  necessity 
of  the  immediate  and  effectual  interposition  of  that 
Grovemment,  directing  restitution  and  indemnity  for 
wrongs  already  committed,  and  interdicting  the  repe- 
tition of  them.  The  Minister,  as  has  been  seen,  was 
debarred  access  to  the  Spanish  Government,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  several  new  cases  of  flagrant  outrage 
have  occurred,  and  citizens  of  the  Umted  States  in 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  suffered,  and  others 
been  threatened  with  assassination,  for  asserting 
their  unquestionable  rights,  even  before  the  lawfu 
tribunal  of  the  country. 

The  usual  orders  have  been  given  to  all  our  public 
ships  to  seise  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  and  bring  them  in  for  adjuScation;  and  I 
have  the  gratification  to  state,  that  not  one  so  em- 
ployed has  been  discovered,  and  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  our  flag  is  now  seldom,  if  at  all,  dis- 
graced by  that  traffic 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that  we  are  al- 
ways enabled  to  recur  to  the  conduct  of  our  navy 
with  pride  and  commendation.  As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence  it  enjoys  the  public  confidence,  and  is 
steadily  assuming  additional  importance.  It  is  sub- 
mitted, whether  a  more  efficient  and  equally  econom- 
ical organization  of  it  mi^ht  not,  in  several  rejects, 
be  effected.  It  is  supposed  that  higher  grades  than 
now  exist  by  law,  would  be  useful.  They  would  af- 
ford well-merited  rewards  to  those  who  have  long 
and  faithfully  served  their  country ;  present  the  best 
incentives  to  good  conduct,  and  the  best  means  of 
insuring  a  proper  discipline ;  destroy  the  inequality 
in  that  respect  between  military  and  naval  services ; 
and  relieve  our  officers  from  many  inconveniences 
and  mortifications,  which  occur  when  our  vessels 
meet  those  of*  other  nations— ours  being  tiie  only 
service  in  which  such  grades  do  not  exist. 

A  report  of  the  Postmaster-General,  which  accom- 
panies this  communication,  will  show  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  its  general 
operations  for  some  years  past. 

A  revision  of  some  parts  of  the  post  office  law  may 
be  necessary ;  and  it  is  submitted,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
postmasters,  where  the  compensation  exceeds  a  cer- 
tain amount,  by  nomination  to  the  Senate,  as 
other  officers  of  the  General  Government  are  ap- 
pointed. 

Having  communicated  my  views  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  the 
encouragement  which  on^ht  to  be  given  to  our  man- 
ufactures, and  the  principle  on  which  it  f^ould  be 
founded,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  those  views  remain 
unchanged,  and  that  the  present  state  of  those  coun- 
tries with  which  we  have  the  most  immediate  politi- 
cal relations,  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse, 
tends  to  confirm  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  re- 
commend a  reWew  of  the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of 
affi)rdmg  such  additional  protection  to  those  articles 
which  we  axe  prepared  to  manufactore,  or  which  are 
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more  Immadiaielj  connected  with  the  defeooe  and  in- 
dependence of  the  dountry. 

The  actual  state  of  the  public  accounts  funushes 
additional  evidence  of  the  efficiencj  of  the  present 
system  of  aooonntahility,  in  reUtion  to  the  public  ex- 
penditure. Of  the  monevB  drawn  from  the  Treasuiy, 
since  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  the  sum  remaining  unaccounted 
for,  on  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  is  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  less  than  on  the  thirtieth 
of  Smtember  preceding ;  and  during  the  some  period, 
a  reduction  oif  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  has  been 
made  in  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  for 
moneys  advanced  previously  to  the  fourth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen.  It  will 
be  obvious  that,  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  accounts 
of  the  latter  description  is  diminished,  by  settlement, 
the  difficulty  of  settling  the  residue  is  increased, 
from  the  consideration  thal^  in  many  instances,  it 
can  be  obtained  only  by  legal  process.  For  more 
predse  details  on  this  sulgect,  I  refer  to  a  report 
oom  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

The  sum  which  was  appropriated  at  the  last  ses- 
non,  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  has  been 
applied  with  good  effect  to  that  object.  A  final  re- 
port has  not  been  received  from  the  agent  who  was 
appointed  to  superintend  it  As  soon  as  it  is  receiv- 
ed, it  shall  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

Many  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens,  who  have 
made  the  subject  an  object  of  particular  investigation, 
have  suggested  an  improvement  of  still  greater  im- 
portance. They  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  may  be  connected  together,  by 
one  continued  canal,  and  at  an  expense  far  short  of 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  olgect  to  be  obtained. 
If  this  could  be  accomplished,  it  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  result 
from  it  A  great  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  very 
fertile  country  through  which  it  will  pass,  would  find 
a  market  through  that  channel.  Troops  might  be 
moved  with  great  facility  in  war,  with  cannon,  and 
every  kind  of  munition,  and  in  either  direction. 
Connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  countiy, 
in  a  line  passing  through  tiie  Seat  of  the  National 
Government,  it  would  contribute  easentiaUy  to 
streuffthen  tiie  bond  of  union  itself.  Believing,  as  I 
do,  wat  Congress  have  the  right  to  appropriate 
money  for  sudi  a  national  object,  (the  jurisdiction 
remaining  to  the  States  through  which  the  canal 
would  pass,)  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration  whether 
it  may  not  be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an  adequate 
appropriation,  the  employment  of  a  sutable  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  examine 
the  unexplored  ground,  during  the  next  session,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  It  will  likewise  be 
proper  to  extend  their  examination  to  the  several 
routes  through  which  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be 
connected,  by  canals,  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

A  strong  hgx^  has  been  long  entertained,  founded 
on  the  heroio  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
succeed  in  their  contest^  and  resume  their  equal  sta- 
tion among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  believed 
that  the  whole  civilized  world  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  their  welfare.  Although  no  power  has  declared  in 
their  fiivor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
has  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cause  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which 
might,  ere  this,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people. 
The  ordinaxy  odculations  of-  interest,  and  of  acquisi- 
tion, with  a  view  to  aggrandizement,  whic^  mingle 


so  much  in  the  transactions  of  nations,  lesottkit 
had  no  effect  in  regard  to  them.  Fron  Aete 
which  have  come  to  our  knowle4ge,  then  bgMi 
cause  to  believe  that  their  enemy  has  lost  fiicTsil 
dominion  over  them ;  that  Greece  win  beoooe  ips 
an  independent  nation.  That  she  mav  obtiia  ik 
rank,  is  the  object  (^  our  most  ardent  wishsi 

It  was  stated  at  the  commencement  flf  da  Ifl 
session,  that  a  great  efibrt  was  then  making in^ 
and  Portugal  to  improve  the  condition  of  tbejieifh 
of  those  countries,  and  that  it  i^peared  tobee» 
ducted  with    extraordinary  modeiation.    h  id 
scarcely  be  remarked,  that  the  resolt  has  beB^s 
far,  very  different  from  what  was  then  SBtiQpi&ii 
Of  events  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  indi  itii 
we  have  so  much  intercourse,  and  from  viddn 
derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been  aoxkiHsai 
interested  spectators.      The  citizens  of  tbe  UEiai 
States  cherish  sentiments  the  moet  fiiemflj,  is  &v 
of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  their  feDov-cna 
that  side  of  the  Atlantic.    In  the  wars  of  tbe  Ee»> 
pean  powers,  in  matters  relatii^  to  tfaaiuelii%" 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comported 
our  policy  so  to  do.     It  is  only  when  our  rij^  » 
invaded,  or  seriously  menaced,  that  we  reieiit  lo- 
ries, or  make  preparation  for  our  defence.    Wilii 
movements  in  this  hemisphere,  we  are,  of  neoHEj; 
more  immediately  connected,  and  by  ctosn  visi 
must  be  obvious  to  all  enlightened  and  impaitiil<^ 
servers.    The  political  system  of  the  sUied  pons 
is  essentially  d^rent,  in  this  reroeet,  from  tiot  ^ 
America.    This  difference  proceeiii  from  thttv^ 
exists  in  their  respective  Governments.    Andtosk 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achiered  bjtk 
loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treasuie,  and  mstocdlf 
the  wisdom  of  their  most  enlightened  dtisaac^ 
under  which  we  have  enjoyed  unexampled  ieiaf^ 
thlB  whole  nation  is  devoted.     We  owe  it,  tbcR^i^ 
to  candor  and  to  the  amicable  relations  aj^^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  those  powen,  to  dedM 
that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  tbeir  pin> 
extend  their  ^stem  to  any  portion  of  tins  h^ 
sphere,  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  ssfttf.  V^ 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  anjEor^ 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  uDtiBto^ 
But,  with  the  Governments  who  have  deoUisd  tbtf 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  ^NiS  ^ 
pendence  we  have,  on  great  considentioB,  v^  * 
just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  vaU-wt^ 
uterposition  for  the  puipose  of  oppcessiitt  ^^ 
controlling,  in  any  other  manner,  their  ^<^' T 
any  European  power,  in  any  other  ligbt  thsa**^ 
manifestation   of  an  unfrieoidly  di^MsitioB  to**« 
the  United  States.    In  the  war  between  t^^. 
Governments  and  Spain,  we  declared  ^'^^''^^'tJ^ 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to  tfaii^*^ 
adhered,  and  shall  continue  to  adhere,  ¥^^^ 
change  shall  occur,  which,  in  the  judgmsBt«^ 
competent    authorities  of   this  Goveiuneot,  s^ 
make  a  corresponding  change,  on  the  pirt  "  "* 
United  States,  indispensable  to  their  secnnt^.' 

*  ThU  pwsgrsph,  the  latter  pui  of  it,  oopg"^* 
"  Ws  owe  it,  therafore,  to  candor,  to  doelara,**^^^^ 
the  doetrine  so  much  qaotod  then,  and  sinoe,  u  tbt  "'^ 
roe  doctrine  r  and  the  extent  and  nston  of  vUc^  * 
been  so  greatly  misundeistood.  It  has  bMB  f*'*'^^ 
garded  as  promising  a  sort  of  politioal  proteetfcia, «  ^ 
lanshlp  of  the  two  ionerioas— tho  Unit«d  Bum^^ 
guard  over  ths  Mew  World,  and  npntoe  all  isbs^^ 
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If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  our  Union, 
with  its  aotnal  state  at  the  close  of  onr  Revolntion,' 
the  hlstoiy  of  the  world  famishes  no  example  of  a 
progress,  in  improvement  in  all  the  important  circum- 
stances which  constitnte  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
which  bears  any  resemblance  to  it.  At  the  first 
epoch,  our  population  did  not  exceed  three  millions. 
Bj  the  last  census,  it  amounted  to  about  ten  millions, 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  it  is  almost  alto- 

nlsts  from  Its  shores.  Nothing  eonld  be  more  enoneons, 
or  more  st  war  with  oar  established  principles  of  non-i^ter- 
ferenee  with  other  nations.  The  deelarstion  itaelf  did  not 
Import  any  such  high  misftion,  and  responsible  sttitade  for 
the  United  States:  it  went  no  Aurther  than  to  declare,  that 
any  £aropeaa  interference  to  control  the  destiny  of  the 
new  American  States,  would  be  considered  as  the  manifes- 
tation of  an  nnfrlendly  spirit  towards  the  United  States. 
This  was  rery  flu:  from  being  a  pledge  to  take  up  arms  in 
defS»nce  of  the  invaded  American  States ;  and  the  person 
of  all  otherSi  after  Mr.  Monroe  himseU;  and  hardly  leas 
anthoiitative  on  this  point— Mr.  Adams,  his  snecsssor  in 
tlie  presldenqr— has  giren  the  exsct  snd  whole  extent  of 
what  was  intended  by  the  declaration.  It  was  simply  to 
establish  a  union  of  sentiment  on  this  point  among  all  the 
States  of  the  two  Americss ;  leaving  each  State  to  guard  its 
territories  by  its  own  means,  without  any  obligation  on  the 
port  of  the  United  States  to  eng^e  in  their  defence.  It 
was  in  the  year  1886t  when  Mr.  Adams  hod  become  Presi- 
dent, and  had  Instituted  the  mission  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Spanish  American  States  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  that 
be  gave  this  authoritative  exposition  of  the  scope  and  ex- 
tent of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  One  of  the  subjects  with 
which  the  United  States  ministers  to  that  Congress  were 
choxged,  was  to  prevail  upon  them  to  adopt  this  doctrine  as 
a  oaivllaal  point  in  their  policy ;  and,  in  presenting  this  sub- 
ject to  them,  It  wss  notursl  snd  right  that  he  should  let 
them  know  precisely  to  what  they  engaged  themselves,  and 
what  they  were,  or  were  not,  to  expect  from  the  United 
States,  in  the  event  of  adopting  it  This  very  proper  Inlbr- 
mstton  vss  eommnnieated  In  these  words:  **An  sgree- 
ment  between  all  the  parties  represented  at  the  meeting, 
that  each  wiU  guard,  by  its  own  mesns,  sgainst  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  Ibture  Eur<q[»ean  colony  within  its  borders, 
may  be  found  advisable.  This  was,  more  than  two  years 
since,  announced  by  my  predecessor  to  the  world,  ss  a 
pffiadpls  resulting  <h>m  the  emancipation  of  both  the 
Americoa  continents.  It  may  be  so  developed  to  the  new 
Southern  nations,  that  they  may  feel  it  ss  an  essentlsl  ap- 
pendage to  their  independenoe."  These  were  the  words  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Monroe^  cabi- 
net, and  flUlng  the  department  from  which  the  doctrine 
would  emanate— written  at  a  time  when  the  enunciation  of 
It  wss  still  frssh,  and  when  he  himselt;  In  a  communication 
to  the  Americsa  Senate,  was  laying  it  down  for  the  adoption 
ef  sU  the  American  nationa  in  a  general  Congress  of  their 
doputleo.  The  circumstances  of  this  communication  ren- 
der It  Incredible  that  he  could  be  deceived  in  his  under- 
standing of  this  impressive  doctrine ;  and,  according  to  him, 
this  Monroe  doctrine— {under  which  it  has  been  of  UUe 
supposed  that  the  United  States  were  to  stand  guard  over 
the  two  Americas,  and  repulse  all  intrusive  European  colo- 
nies from  their  shores)— wss  entirely  confined  to  onr  own 
borders :  that  it  was  only  proposed  to  get  the  other  States 
of  the  New  World  to  sgree  that,  esch  for  itseli;  and  by  its 
own  means,  it  should  guard  Its  own  territories:  and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  United  States,  so  tu  from  extending 
gratuitous  protection  to  the  territories  of  other  States, 
wonld  not  commit  itself  either  to  give,  or  receive  sid,  in 


gether  native ;  for  the  emigration  fivm  other  conn- 
tries  has  been  inconsiderable.  At  ihe  first  epoch, 
half  the  territory  within  our  adnowledged  limits 
was  uninhabited  and  a  wilderness.  Since  then,  new 
territory  has  been  acquired,  of  vast  extent,  compris- 
ing wimin  it  many  rivers,  particularly  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  navigation  of  which  to  the  ocean  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  original  States.  Over 
this  territory,  our  population  has  expanded  in  eveiy 
direction,  and  new  States  have  been  established,  al- 
most equal  in  number  to  those  which  formed  the 
first  bond  of  our  Union.  This  expansion  of  onr  popu- 
lation, and  accession  of  new  States  to  our  Union, 
have  had  the  happiest  effect  on  all  its  highest  in- 
terests. That  it  has  eminently  augmented  our  re- 
sources, and  added  to  our  strength  and  respectabili^ 
as  a  power,  is  admitted  by  alL  But  it  is  not  in 
these  important  ciroumstances  only  that  this  happy 
effect  is  felt  It  is  manifest  that,  by  enlarging  the 
basis  of  our  system,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
States,  the  system  itself  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
in  both  its  branches.  -  Consolids^on  and  &nnioii 
have  thereby  been  rendered  equaUy  impracticable. 
Each  Grovemment,  confiding  in  its  own  strength, 
has  less  to  apprehend  from  the  other ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, each  enjoying  a  greater  fireedom  of  action, 
is  rendered  more  efficient  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  It  is  mmecessaiy  to  treat, 
here,  of  the  yast  improvement  made  in  the  system 
itseli^  by  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  of  its 
happy  difoot  in  elevating  the  character,  and  in  pro- 
tectixu;  the  rights  of  ihe  nation,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
yiduals.  To  what  then  do  we  owe  these  blessings? 
It  is  known  to  all  that  we  derive  them  from  the  ex> 
cellence  of  our  institutions.  Ought  we  not  then  to 
adopt  every  measure  which  may  be  necessary  to  per- 
petoate  tUem  ?  JAMES  MONBOE. 

Washinozon,  DeceaAer  2, 1828. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmb& 
of  Maine,  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof^  and 
fifteen  hnndred  additional  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage, were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate.  

Wbdhssdat,  Deoember  8. 

The  resolution  aathorizing  Mountioy  Bayly 
to  employ  an  assistant  and  norses  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

any  such  enterprise,  but  that  ssoh  should  use  Its  own 
means*  within  its  own  borden,  tut  Its  own  exemptloB  from 
European  oolonisl  introslon.  And  this  wss  la  exsct  eon- 
foimity  to  an  early  and  cherished  polii^,  enunciated  by 
Wsshlngton,  snd  sanctioned  by  the  public  sentiment  of  two 
ganerstlons:  **Ifo  mttangUttg  atUamemJ* 

The  ooesslon  A>r  the  Monroe  dedsiatlon  wss  this :  Four  of 
the  poweri  which  overthrew  the  great  Emperor,  Napirfeon 
the  Firrt,  to  wit:  Bussia,  Austria  Pmssis,  France,  consti- 
tuting themselves  a  **  Holy  AUsnoe,**  Ibr  the  mslntenanee 
of  the  order  ef  things  which  they  had  established  In  Europe, 
took  it  under  advisement  to  extend  their  care  to  the  yoong 
American  Bepublics  of  Spanlah  origin,  and  to  convert  them 
into  monarchies,  to  be  governed  by  sovereigns  ef  Enropesa 
stocks— such  ss  the  Holy  Allies  should  put  upon  him.  It 
was  against  the  extension  of  this  European  system  to  the 
two  Americss,  that  Mr.  Monroe  protested ;  snd  being  Joined 
in  that  protest  by  Great  Britain,  the  pnijeet  of  the  alUss 
wss  given  upb 
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Fbidat,  December  5. 

Jomr  H.  Eaton,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see ;  Jahes  D'WolF)  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  and  Nm- 
lAK  Edwabdsl  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  sey- 
erallj  attended. 

Andbsw  Jaoeson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laivh  an, 

IU$6lved,  uneaumoudy,  That  the  memben  of  the 
Senate  wear  the  usual  moarning^  for  thirty  days,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elijah 
BoABDMAK,  a  Semitor  from  Counecticat,  who  has  de- 
ceased since  the  last  sesuon. 


MoiTDAT,  December  8. 

RiOHABD  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  stated,  that  he  had  neglected 
bringing  his  credentials  with  him,  expecting 
they  would  befbrwarded  by  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed 
wonld  speedily  be  done :  Whereupon,  the  oath 

SrescriMd  by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and 
e  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

AeeounU  of  GoMrnor  Tompkins, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  Tns  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Uttited  Statee : 

By  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress^  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  ac^nst  and  settle  the  acconnts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  eqnity  and  jnstioe,  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  accounting  officers  have,  in  com- 
pliance with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of 
$85,190,  in  favor  of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  ro- 
port  I  have  had  under  consideration,  together  with 
his  claim  to  an  additional  allowance,  and  should  have 
decided  on  the  same  before  the  present  time,  had  I 
not  delayed  my  decision  at  his  request.  From  the 
view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject,  I  am  satis- 
fied, considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  a  larger  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  him  than  that 
reported  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  lYeasury. 
No  appropriation,  however,  having  been  made  by 
the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by  recent  information  from 
him,  that  the  sum  reported  y^ovld  afford  Mm  an  es- 
sential accommodation  at  this  time,  the  subject  is 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  that  object 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBiKOTOxr  Cmr,  Dec  7,  1828. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  after  the  consid- 
eration of  Ezecative  basiness,  the  Senate  ad- 
jonmed. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  Jamci 
Brown,  (recently  appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Loaisiana,  the  Preddent 
of  the  Senate  was  requested  to  give  notice  of 
this  resignation  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Election  of  Chaplaim, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houoes,  of  Maine,  the  Sea- 
ate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Ghaplun 
on  their  part 

And  the  Rev.  Dr.  SrAtroHTON  was  declared 
to  be  elected  Ghapliun  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
present  seadon. 

TnuBSDAT,  December  11. 

Afnendment  of  the  Conttitution — EleGtion  ff 
FrtMmt  and  Vies  President— DireU  V<^ 
hp  ^  People, 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
BsNTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduoe 
the  following  resolution,  which  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  President  sDd 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shsll 
be  divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof  into  s  number 
of  districts  equal  to  Sie  whde  number  of  Senator! 
and  Representatives  to  which  soch  State  may  be  ea« 
titled  in  the  Congress ;  each  district  shall  be  com- 
posed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  shall  contain,  si 
neariy  at  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  perstHis  enti- 
tled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  and  on 
such  days  as  Congress  shall  determine,  which  dsji 
shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  Statei^  the 
citizens  of  each  State,  who  may  be  qualified  to  vote 
for  a  Representative  in  Congress,  shall  meet  at  nch 
places  vothin  their  respective  districts  as  the  L^gids- 
ture  of  each  State  shall  a]^int;  and  each,  in  his 
proper  person,  shall  vote  for  President  and  A^ce  Pres- 
ident, one  of  whom,  at  the  least,  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant of  the  same  State  with  himself;  and  flsp** 
rate  triplicate  lisU  shall  be  kept  of  all  the  voters,  and 
of  all  £e  votes  given  for  each  person  as  Preiideat, 
and  for  each' as  Vice  President.  All  the  votes,  so 
given  in  each  district,  shall  be  collected  forthwith,  is 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  insy  di- 
rect, at  some  one  convenient  place  within  the  diibiot; 
and  the  votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  added 
together,  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  nomber 
of  votes  for  President,  and  the  one  having  the  grestast 
number  of  votes  for  Vice  President,  shall  be  ^^'^^ 
as  duly  preferred  in  said  district,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  vote  each  for  the  respective  offices  for  which 
they  are  candidates;  but,  if  two  or  more  persons 
shaiU  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  in  soch  distnct 
election,  for  the  same  office,  then  the  retomiog  offi- 
cers shall  decide  between  them,  and  certify  acoore- 
ingly.  Triplicate  certificates  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  made  oiit|  sod 
transmitted,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  due<^ 
to  the  Scat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
sh^  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepie- 
sentatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  bo  counted.    The  peraon  having  the  greet- 
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est  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent, if  snch  number  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the 
whole  nomber  of  electoral  votes  within  the  United 
States;  and  if  no  person  have  saoh  minority,  then  the 
Pkvsident  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  three  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  President,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  Vice  President  ah&U  be  uie  Yioe  President,  if  such 
number  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  electoral  districts,  and  if  no  person  have  such  ma- 
jority, then  the  Vice  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  from  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  that  office,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  by  the  constitution. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Elijah  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massaohn- 
setts,  attended. 

Amendment  qf  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  cmd  Vice  President — Electors  to 
continue  Voting  until  an  Election  should  he 
Effected. 

In  pnrsaanoe  of  a  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Hatkb  rose  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  propose  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral States  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  eleo- 
tion  of  President  and  Vice  President  by  the 
Electors,  and  to  prevent  the  election  from  de- 
volving, in  any  event,  upon  the  House  of  Rep- 
resfflitatives.  The  necessity  of  some  change,  at 
present,  is  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded.  That 
some  amendment  is  necessary — some  provision 
against  this  defect  in  the  constitution — \s  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands.  Even  his  venerable  friend, 
Mr.  H.  said,  who  had  stood  here  for  thirty 
year^  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  constitution, 
(fljlumng  probably  to  Mr.  Maoon,)  yielded  to 
the  conviction  that  some  alteration  was  neces- 
sary in  this  part  of  that  instrument.  Two 
classes  of  amendment  had  been  suggested — the 
one,  relating  to  the  mode  of  choosing  the  Elec- 
tors, and  the  other,  to  the  mode  of  choice  ly 
the  Electors.  So  many  different  propositions 
had  been  offered  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
choosing  Electors,  that  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  waive  that  subject.  But,  certainly, 
Mr.  H.  thought  it  infinitely  more  important  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  to  secure  the 
election,  actually  and  in  spirit,  by  the  Electors. 
In  all  the  modes  by  which  the  Electors  are 
chosen,  they  represent  the  true  feelings  and 
views  of  the  people.  But  this  truly  popular 
mode  of  election  may  fail,  because  the  choice 
does  not  happen  to  be  made  at  the  first  ballot- 
ing. The  election  ought  not  to  come  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate;  for 
they  are  but  the  representatives  of  the  States  in 
sach  an  election,  and  it  may  happen  that  a  small 
minority  may  give  a  President  to  the  nation. 
By  such  a  course  the  country  might  be  involved 
iu  great  difficulty.  Ihe  remedy  appeared  so  ob- 
vious, and  so  immediately  upon  the  surface  of 


the  subject,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  that  it  had 
not  yet  been  suggested — it  is  only  to  apply  the 
same  rule  to  this  that  is  applied  to  all  other 
elections.  On  the  failure  of  the  first  balloting 
to  produce  a  choice,  proceed  to  the  second,  and 
continue  until  the  election  is  effected.  Mr.  H. 
said  his  resolution  proposed  that  the  Electors 
should  not  be  discharged  until  they  had  fulfilled 
their  commission ;  that,  after  the  first  balloting, 
if  the  choice  was  not  made,  they  should  1^ 
again  convened,  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  their  respective  States,  or  at  the  seat 
of  Government 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  Mr.  Hatnb  to  in- 
troduce the  resolution ;  which  was  read,  passed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  December  16. 

WnxiAM  Kkt.ly,  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
attended. 

Amendment  qf  the  Constitution — Election  qf 
President  and  Vice  President — District  8ys» 
tern. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Dioeebson  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  members ;  and 
Messrs.  Bsntox,  Hatnb,  Dioioerson,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  and  Kelly,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number 
of  districts,  equfu  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  or  of 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  In  each 
district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one 
Representative. 

''That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives,  in 
each  district,  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  two  additional  Electors  to  which  each 
State  is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  persons 
so  qualified  to  vote,  in  snch  manner  as  the  Legisla^ 
ture  of  the  State  shall  direct  The  Electors,  when 
convened  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law, 
for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  have  power,  in  case 
any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  fUectors,  in  place  o^Um  or  them  so  failing  to  at- 
tend. The  division  ofVates  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediatelv  after  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted,  and  immediately  after 
every  future  census  and  apportionment  of  liepresent- 
tives  under  the  same ;  and  such  districts  shall  not  be 
altered  until  a  subsequent  census  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under 
it  shall  have  been  made. 

**  That,  when  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of 
votes  for  each,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
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seat  of  GoTemment,  aa  required  by  the  oonatitation, 
the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives  shall  form 
a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate 
shall  preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be 
the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  per- 
son have  such  a  majority,  then,  from  the  highest 
numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  lists  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall,  imme- 
diately, by  ballot,  choose  the  President  A  mi^rity 
of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot ;  after  which,  a 
plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  neoessaiy  to  a  choice. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elec- 
tors appointed ;  if  no  person  have  such  a  minority, 
then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  directed  by 
the  constitution. 

*'  That  no  person,  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
that  office.* 


Wednesday,  December  17. 

Mr.  Enro,  re-eleoted  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 
Daniel  D,  TompJcins. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  taken  np  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
RucM^LBs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
stated  that  this  bill  merely  provided  an  appro- 
priation of  $35,190,  which  had  been  found,  by 
the  proper  accounting  officers,  under  an  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  be  due  to  Mr. 
Tompkins ;  that  the  accounts  had  come  under 
the  revision  of  the  President,  and  that  he  had 
ffignified  his  opinion  on  the  subject  by  a  special 
message  to  Congress.  In  that  message,  it  would 
be  recollected,  that  a  further  sum  was  supposed 
to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  the  investigation  of 
the  accounts  having  been  delayed  at  his  own 
request. 

The  hill  was  then  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  received  its  third 
reading,  by  general  consent,  and  was  passed. 


Wednesday,  December  24. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  qf 
President  and  Vice  Pr^ident — Beatoration  ^ 
the  Original  System.  ^ 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  ask  leave, 
in  pursuance  of  notice,  which  he  had  given  on 
Friday  last,  to  introduce  a  Joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President.  After  the  various 
propositions  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  present 
any  project  which  should  bear  the  stamp  of 


novelty,  or  which  had  not  before  occurred  to 
others.  He  had,  therefore,  not  attempted  it,  aor 
had  he  relied  upon  his  own  wisdom  orinvei- 
tion  in  the  amendment  he  was  about  to  pto- 
pose ;  but  had  resorted  to  the  united  wisdoin 
of  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots  and  states* 
men,  who  devised  and  firamed  the  excdieot 
form  of  Grovernment,  under  whiob  we  have  en- 
jo  ved  so  much  prosperity  and  happiness;  and 
which,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  admimstration  of 
our  rulers,  and  intelligence  and  int^;rity  among 
the  people,  was  calculated  to  continae  and  per- 
petuate those  blessings.  He  wished,  th^  to 
return  to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  poUtkil 
fathers,  and  to  reinstate  in  the  constitnticm  iHs 
original  provbion  for  the  choice  of  Pkieadeot 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  This 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  whole  of  his  propositiaiL 
It  had  met  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  9§- 
sembly  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  the  oob- 
ventions  of  the  several  States;  it  had  bee& 
tested  by  experience,  and  seemed  better  cak»- 
lated  in  time  to  come  to  effect  a  choice  by  i^ 
Electors  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  abovB 
all,  to  secure  for  the  second  office  in  the  Goveni- 
ment  those  qualifications  and  endowmeala, 
which,  in  a  good  degree,  fit  him  for  theftnL 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.   M.«  was  the 
office  of  Vice  President  created  ?     Was  it  that 
he  might  preside  over  the  meetings  of  this 
House  ?    1^0,  sir.    If  that  had  been  the  case, 
we  should  be  left,  like  most  other  legislative 
bodies,  to  appoint  our  own  presiding  officer. 
The  constitution  had  in  view  that  he  might  be 
called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to  exercise  tho 
high  and  important  functions  of  the  chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate.    Hence,  it  provided  that  ho 
should  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  firom  among  the  candidates  for  that  higk 
office.    This  mode  of  election  dearlj  shows 
that  his  business  in  the  Government.,  and  the 
chief  reason  of  his  appointment,  was  not  merdy 
to  conduct  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.    Xlie 
first  officer  in  the  (Government  might  be  arrestei 
in  the  midst  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death ; 
sickness  might  destroy  his  fkiculties ;  the  vista- 
tion  of  Providence  might  prostrate  in  nuns  his 
intellectual  powers;  he  might  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  or  voluntarily  retire  from  his  ar- 
duous duties.    In  either  of  these  events  tbs 
Executive  authority  must  be  administered  by 
some  individual,  and  the  mode  of  election  point- 
ed out  by  the  constitution,  as  it  originaUy  stood, 
would  always  secure  to  the  country,  in  the 
second  office  of  the  Government,  the  services  of 
an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with  a  view  to 
his  qualifications  for  the  first  office,  and  pre- 
sumed to  be  capable  of  discharging  its  high  and 
important  duties.    If  this  was  &e'  object  for 
which  he  was  elected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that, 
reasoning  a  priori^  that  object  would  be  modi 
more  likely  to  be  efifected,  and  with  greater  fik- 
cility  and  security,  in  the  mode  originally  point- 
ed out  in  the  constitution.    To  aocompiiui  the 
end  in  view,  the  Convenlson  had  provided,  that 
the  Electors  should  meet  in  their  respedhe 
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States,  and  vote  for  two  persona,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  ^oold  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
State  witli  themselves ;  that  the  person  having 
a  mafority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  shonld 
be  the  President,  and  the  person  having  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  should  be  the 
Vice  President ;  presuming,  that,  as  both  would 
be  voted  for,  witnout  desigoation,  as  President, 
both  would  be  worthy  of  the  office,  and  compe- 
tent to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
Bsnctioned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 
proved  the  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be 
well  founded.  So  long  as  that  provision  re- 
mained a  part  of  the  constitution,  and  two 
persons  were  voted  for,  without  designation 
or  distinction,  the  person  filling  the  office 
of  Vice  President  was,  invariably,  at  a  subse- 
quent election  elevated  to  the  Executive  chair. 
Sut  since  that  provision  has  been  altered,  and 
the  Electors  have  been  called  upon  to  designate, 
by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a  secondary  and  in- 
ferior office,  other  views  and  other  considera- 
tions have  influenced  his  selection — without 
the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further  advance- 
ment* 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  origi- 
nal mode  of  election  was  not  only  evident  from 
tlie  deductions  of  reasoning,  and  the  voice  of 
experience,  but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  the 
prospect  of  the  future,  and  especially  by  the 
prospect  immediately  before  the  nation.  An 
election  is  rapidly  approaching ;  and,  although 
a  constellation  of  worthies  have  been  for 
months,  and,  he  might  say,  for  years,  presented 
to  the  people,  as  candidates  for  the  Presidential 
ohair,  what  single  individual  has  yet  been  seri- 
ously named  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice  President? 
WhUe  no  smaJl  excitement  exists  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was^  as  far  as 
he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifference  in 
relation  to  the  other.  What,  then,  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  of  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election?  Suppose 
all  these  distinguished  personages  should  be  can- 
didatea,  one  only  could  be  chosen  to  office ;  be- 
oause,  the  friends  of  neither,  under  the  present 
system,  would  probably  consent  that  their  fa- 
vorite candidate  for  the  Presidency  should  be 
held  up,  to  nomine^  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
But,  if  the  constitution  had  remained  in  its 
original  form,  in  all  probability,  two  of  them 
might  be  elected — one  to  the  first,  and  another 
to  the  second  office.    Ton  would  then  have  a 


*  It  Is  the  ftdmoniUon  of  Legi«Utl?e  •xperleno«  that,  In 
•oppretsiDg  one  erll,  jon  may  giyo  rise  to  another ;  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  alteration  of  the  constitution,  oonse- 
qaent  npon  the  long  straggle  between  Mr.  Joffenon  and 
Hr.  Barr  in  the  election  of  1800-1,  was  no  exception  to  the 
nlc  It  was  apprehended  at  the  same  time,  by  some  aged 
b*ads,  that  the  alteration  might  sink  the  ylce  presidential 
•Icetlon  into  a  seoondarj  and  subaltern  consideration,  sub- 
ganrient  to  the  first,  and  without  the  nailonal  Tiews  which 
tb*  offlee  would  require.  And  after  fifty  years*  experience 
tt  wovld  seem  that  the  qtprehenslon  was  bat  too  well 


person  for  Vice  Preadent,  capable,  at  least  in 
the  opinion  of  a  plurality  of  the  Electors,  of  dis- 
char^ng  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  Presi- 
dent, and  who  had  received  their  sufirages  as 
such. 

Amendment  of  the  Conetitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President — A  second  Bal- 
lotting  by  Eleeton  if  no  Election  made  on  the 

First 

Mr.  Van  Bubbn,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said, 
that  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  heretofore 
given,  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  Should  the  permission  he 
asked  be  granted,  it  was  his  intention  further  to 
move  that  the  resolution  he  offered  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  already  appointed  on  similar 
propositions.  To  enable  &at  committee  better 
to  appreciate  his  views,  as  well  as  to  explain 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  aad  to 
the  number  of  propositions  on  the  same  subject 
already  before  them,  he  would,  in  the  remarks 
he  intended  to  make,  refer  to  those  propoeitionSw 
and  notice  their  respective  contents.  He  woula 
do  this,  not  for  the  purpose  of  full  discussion,  but 
only  so  &r  as  was  necessary  to  mark  the  differ- 
ence between  them  and  the  one  he  designed  to 
offer,  and  for  a  brief  explanaticm  of  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  that  difference  is  founded. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  that  object,  ho  would 
add  his  humble  testimony  to  the  iustice  of  the 
remark,  that  the  extreme  difficulty  which  is 
experienced  in  every  attempt  to  improve  the 
present  constitution,  afforded  the  most  striking 
evidence  of  the  great  wisdom  and  care  which 

Presided  over  the  deliberation  and  governed  the 
ecision  of  those  who  made  it.  He  would  fur- 
ther add,  that  although  he  felt  much  reluctance 
in  originating  a  proposition  of  this  character, 
he  had  not  witnessed  the  frequent  unsuccessful 
attempts  at  amendment  which  had  been  made 
with  as  much  regret  and  dissatisfiaction  as  was 
expressed  bv  some.  On  the  contrary,  thinking, 
as  he  did,  that  as  yet  no  improvident  amend- 
ment of  the  original  instrument  had  been  made ; 
and  believing  from  the  slow  and  scrutiniring 
process  through  which  all  amendments  must 
pass,  that  there  was  little  danger  that  any  of 
equivocal  character  would  obtain,  he  was  in- 
duced to  regard  the  frequent  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  alter  the  present  system  as  productive 
of  much  good,  by  strengthening  and  confirming 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of 
its  provision,  and  by  increasing  and  perpetuating 
our  gratitude  for  the  services  and  respect  for 
the  memories  of  those  illustrious  men  who  form- 
ed it.  That  such  had  been  their  effect  he  had 
no  doubt 

There  are,  said  Mr.  Vak  Bubbn,  ah*eady  be- 
fore the  Senate,  three  distinct  propositions  on 
this  subject,  viz:  One  introduced  by  a  Senator 
from  Missouri;  one  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey ;  and  one  by  a  Senator  from  North  Oar- 


476 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Sbxatb.] 


Awieiidmeiit  tjftha  ConttUutKm. 


[D 


im 


olina:  to  wbLcb,  one  had,  that  moment,  been 
added,  by  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts — the 
three  first  of  which  he  wonld  briefly  notice. 
The  last  had,  for  its  object,  a  coiirse  entirely 
different,  as  well  from  the  one  he  intended  to 
introduce  as  those  before  it  The  plan  of  the 
ffeutleman  from  Missouri  proposes  to  divide  the 
different  States  into  districts,  not  for  the  choice 
of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  but 
to  take  the  votes  of  the  people  directly  for  those 
officers,  allowing  to  each  State  as  many  votes  as 
they  are  now  entitled  to,  rendering  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  necessary  to  a  choice,  and  m  the 
event  of  no  election,  on  the  first  vote,  by  the 
people,  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  each  State  having  but  one  vote, 
as  is  now  provided  by  the  constitution.  The 
only  remark  he  would  now  make,  on  that  fea- 
ture of  the  resolution  which  dispenses  with  the 
agency  of  intermediate  electors,  was,  that  inas- 
much as,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
representation  in  particular  States,  secured  to 
them  by  the  constitution,  it  does  not  profess  to 
give  the  choice  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  and 
as  it  renders  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives almost  indispensable,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  choice  in  the  first  instance,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it  To  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  so  much  of  the  different  prop- 
ositions as  provide  for  a  division  of  the  several 
States  into  districts,  a  very  brief  inquiry  into 
their  operation  and  motive  becomes  both  neces- 
sary and  proper.  It  has  been  said  that  that 
mode  would  effect  the  double  porpose  of  bring- 
ing the  election  nearer  to  the  people,  by  secur- 
ing to  them,  in  every  State,  the  immediate 
choice  of  the  electors;  and  of  protecting  the 
right  of  the  minorities  in  the  different  States. 
But  when  it  is  considered  tliat  by  the  constitu- 
tion each  State  has  now  the  power  of  securing 
to  its  citizens  those  objects,  when  and  as  the 
people  of  those  States  represented  in  their  State 
liBgislatures  may  think  proper  to  do  it,  he  was 
disinclined  to  believe  that  a  desire,  on  the  part  of 
any  one  State,  to  interfere  in  these  respects  with 
the  internal  condition  of  another,  constituted 
the  motive  which  induced  them  to  urge  the 
measure  under  consideration.  The  object  which 
would  be  effected  by  it  was  of  a  different  char- 
acter. With  regard  to  one  effect  which  it  was 
calculated  to  produce  on  the  different  States, 
there  was  not,  in  the  discussion  on  this  floor 
last  year,  the  least  reserve,  and,  he  presumed, 
there  woidd  not  be  any  now.  The  alteration  of 
the  system,  if  adopted,  can  only  be  effected  by 
consent  of  the  parties  to  the  present  compact, 
and  gentlemen,  representing  States  differently 
situated,  do  but  exercise  a  right,  of  which  no 
one  can  complain,  in  proposing  such  tei*ms  as 
are  most  acceptable  to,  and  wUl  best  subserve 
the  interest  of,  their  immediate  constituents. 
It  is  well  understood  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  reduce  greatly  tlie  present 
weight  of  the  large  States  in  the  gener^  scale, 
by  subjecting  them  to  the  full  operation  of  the 
political  divisions  which  are  supposed  to  be  more 


peculiar  to  them,  and  thereby  preventing  ^bm 
from  bringing  ^elr  consolidated  strengdi  to 
bear  upon  the  Presidential  question.    It  is  pro- 

Eosed  to  do  this  on  the  plan  of  the  gentiemm 
*om  Missouri,  without  concession  of  any  de- 
scription on  the  part  of  those  States  who  would 
be  benefited  by  tne  change.  To  decide  whether 
the  consent  of  the  large  States  can,  with  reason, 
be  expected  to  this  change,  it  is  proper  to  look 
for  a  moment  to  the  present  relative  condition 
of  tJie  States,  on  the  score  of  influence,  in  tbe 
existing  plan  of  Government  As  he  had  not, 
as  yet,  heard  any  thing  upon  this  subject,  eiths 
now  or  at  the  last  session,  he  wonld  remark,  tint 
he  made  the  reference  he  proposed  under  the  M 
influence  of  those  frank  and  liberal  feelings 
which  had  characterized  every  thing  that  bu 
hitherto  been  said  or  done  on  Uiis  subject  Wn 
design  was  to  look  at  things  as  they  were,  with- 
out any  other  motive  or  feeling  than  a  simple 
desire  to  ascertain,  by  a  reference  to  fttfb^ 
whether  if  any  alteration  in  the  constitntioii  i> 
this  particular  ought  to  be  made,  what  thai  al- 
teration should  in  justice  be.  It  was  to  him  i 
source  of  great  satisfaction,  that  a  subject,  go 
delicate  in  its  character,  had  hitherto  be^  coan- 
mented  upon  in  this  House  with  so  much  free- 
dom, and  yet  without  the  least  asperity.  It 
clearly  showed,  if  proof  of  that  could  be  neces- 
sary, that  the  objects  of  all  were  only  such  ^ 
in  their  different  views  of  the  matter,  ought,  in 
justice,  to  be  obtained. 

The  great  departments  of  the  Government 
were,  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial 
The  latter  is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and 
the  influence  of  the  respective  States,  in  its  or- 
ganization, is  of  course  the  same  as  it  is  in  the 
other  two.    In  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  and 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  each 
State  has  a  representation  proportioned  to  its 
representative  members,  with  this  exception, 
that,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  an  addition 
of  two  votes  was  given  to  each  State,  without  re- 
gard to  its  numbers,  or  the  amount  of  its  contri- 
bution to  the  public  Treasury.  But  in  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  the  case  is  widely  different 
Here,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  our 
condition,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  oi  the 
constitution,  the  equitable  principle  of  represen- 
tation, founded  on  population  and  contribotian, 
has   been   entirely  disregarded.     Here,  each 
State,  on  the  score  of  its  sovereign  duuraoter, 
has  equal  weight ;  and  what,  he  asked,  was  the 
relative  importance  of  this  branch  in  the  Got- 
emment?    He  would  not  say  it  was  that  hy 
which  all  the  efficient  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  controlled,  but  he  would  say,  that  hot 
a  slight  consideration  of  the  constitution  vas 
necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did  bo  more 
than  any  other.    With  the  single  exception  of 
originating  revenue  biUs,  its  legislative  powers 
were    coextensive  with  the  popular  hranoL 
Ko  law  could  pass  without  tne  assent  of  the 
Senate.    Almost  all  the  important  proceeding 
of  the  Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision.  All 
appointments  require  its  approbation,  nnlees  Ua 
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assent  is  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  different 
mode.    The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  this  body 
is  neoessar  J  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties,  and 
it  has  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  all 
the  high  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well 
executive  as  judicial.    In  a  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment possessing  such  extensive  powers,  the 
small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  fifty-five  thousand,  has  a  representa- 
tion equal  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  popu- 
la^on  of  one  million  and  fifty  thousand.    The 
five  largest  States  in  the  Oonfederacy,  viz :  Ohio. 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  ana 
New  York,  with  a  population  of  four  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand,  have  a  representa- 
tion but  equal  to  the  fk^^  smallest  States,  with 
a  population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand.    Nearly  one-half  the  nation  residing 
in  the  five  largest  States,  has  a  representation 
but  equal  to  the  one  twenty-seventh  part,  re- 
dding in  the  five  smallest  States.    About  one- 
half  the  whole  people,  residing  in  five  States, 
arc  represented  here  by  ten  voices,  whilst  the 
other  half  are  represented  here  by  thirty-four 
voices.    The  disproportion  of  the  relative  influ- 
ence of  the  several  States,  having  reference  to 
their  population,  as  a  just  basisof  representa- 
tion,  cannot  fail  to  strike  every  mind.     The 
same  inequality  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
oonstitation,  but  in  a  much  less  degree.    Then, 
taking  an  average  of  the  population  of  the 
States,  and  considering  those  as  small  who  do 
not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  States  were  in  a 
minority ;  now,  by  the  admission  of  new  States, 
with  assent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  minority. 
There  were,  at  that  period,  eight  large  and  five 
small  States.  Now,  by  the  same  criterion,  there 
would  be  found  to  be  but  ten  large  and  fourteen 
small  States.    Still,  this  was  aU  right;  it  was 
according  to  the  compact,  into  which  all  the 
States  had  voluntarily  entered ;  and  he  fervently 
hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be  far 
distant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  enter- 
tuned  to  alter  it    But,  when  it  S&  proposed  so 
to  change  the  constitution,  as  to  reduce  still 
more  the  relative  weight  of  the  large  States,  in 
the  general  scale,  it  surely  becomes  proper  to 
reflect  on   the  existing  condition  of  things. 
And,  in  view  of  that,  he  asked  whether  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  the  large  States  wUl  ever 
assent  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
num  from  Missouri,  reducing  their   political 
weight  in  the  confederacy,  without  concession 
of  any  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  other  States? 
He  thought  not.    Still,  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  large  States  he  woula  ^ive  his 
assent  to  the  measure  proposed,  of  dividmg  the 
Stat^  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  electors, 

Sro^ded  it  was  done  in  the  spirit  which  pro- 
uced  the  constitution,  that  is,  a  spirit  of  mutual 
concession.  He  was  willing,  for  one,  to  make 
ooncessions  for  general  harmony;  and  all  he 
ad^ed  was,  that  they  should  be  reciprocal;  and 
uiOBe,  he  thought,  could,  with  care  and  justice, 
be  made. 


By  the  present  constitution,  in  the  event  of 
no  one  person  having  a  majority,  for  the  office 
of  President,  of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  on  the 
first  ballot,  the  choice  devolves  on  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and,  in  such  choice,  each  State 
has  an  equal  vote.  It  is  believed  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  con- 
tingency on  which  this  result  was  made  to  de- 
pend was  not  thought  likely  to  happen.  And  it 
is  supposed  that  from  the  great  number  of  smfdl 
States  since  admitted  into  the  confederacy  and 
from  other  causes,  its  occurrence  for  the  future 
may  be  frequently  expected.  It  is  reasonable 
to  suppose,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  evidently 
the  leading  design  of  the  constitution,  that,  in 
the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President,  the 
States  should  be  represented,  with  the  excep- 
tion already  noticed,  according  to  their  relative 
numbers,  and,  as  they  deem  it  but  just,  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  this  feature  in  the  con- 
stitution is  by  the  large  States  considered  inequi- 
table. But,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  the 
provision  bringing  the  election  to  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  is  deemed  objectionable  by  all 
the  States,  on  the  ground  that  it  jeopardizes  the 
purity  of  the  election,  and  exposes  the  whole 
system  to  danger,  by  affording  facilities  to  the 
corruption  of  a  part.  K  this  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension is  weU  founded,  and  how  far  it  was  so, 
was  a  point  he  would  not  at  this  moment  dis- 
cuss ;  it  surely  was  one  which  addressed  itself 
alike  to  all  the  States,  whether  great  or  small, 
and  certainly  not  with  the  least  force  to  the 
latter.  All  then  that  he  asked,  as  a  concession 
for  harmony  and  the  general  good,  was,  that  if 
the  States  were  districted,  the  ultimate  dioice  of 
President  should  be  placed  elsewhere,  and  de- 
cided upon  more  equitable  principles.  If  that  was 
conceded,  and  from  the  temper  manifested  by  the 
Senate  last  year,  he  had  every  reason  to  hope  it 
would,  the  next  question  would  be,  as  to  the  least 
objectionable  mode.  He  was  not  favorably  in- 
clined to  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  because,  although  it  provides  for 
the  ultimate  choice,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  rela- 
tive weights  of  the  States  upon  just  principles, 
it  does  not  effect  what  he  considered  at  least 
an  equal  if  not  a  greater  object,  the  removal  of 
the  decision  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Such  as  it  was,  however,  coming  from  the  Sen- 
ator of  a  small  State,  it  marked  the  just  and  lib- 
eral views  which  governed  his  conduct.  He 
would  prefer  a  different  mode  from  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  for, 
although  that  contained  much  that  was  desira- 
ble, both  in  its  principle  and  as  it  respects  the 
weight  of  the  respective  States  in  the  decision, 
and  as  removing  it  at  all  events  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  still  he  feared  that  the  project 
of  sending  the  question  back,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  to  the  Electors,  from  time  to 
time,  until  they  made  (i  choice,  would  be  found 
in  practice  extremely  difficult,  if  not  very  dan- 
gerous. He  would  not  now  remark  on  the  cir- 
cumstance that  this  proposition  did  not  provide 
for  districting  the  States,  without  which  he  did 
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not  hope  that  the  small  Statea  would  consent. 
He  presumed  that  it  was  intended  bj  the  honor- 
able mover  to  connect  it  with  some  proposition 
for  that  purpose^  as  he  had,  in  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  willingness  to  do.  Under 
such  yiews  of  the  subject,  he  would  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  proposition  essentially  different 
from  those  on  their  table :  one  which,  if  not 
entirely  just,  was,  he  thought,  liable  to  me  few- 
est objections.  In  doing  so,  it  was  proper  that 
he  diould  state,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
he  would  thereby  secure  for  the  proposition 
a  degree  of  consideration  which  it  might  not 
otherwise  obtain,  that  the  plan  he  offered 
was  the  same  in  principle  with  that  hereto- 
fore proposed  by  a  venerable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  who  was  now,  to  Mr.  V.  B.*s  great 
regret,  and  the  public  misfortune,  prevented 
from  attending.  He  sud  the  principle  was  the 
same ;  his  own  humble  effort  had  been  solely 
directed  to  the  object  of  rendering  it  more  sim- 
ple in  its  form  ana  operation.  How  far  he  had 
succeeded  in  that,  the  Senate  would  judge  when 
the  subject  came  under  their  particular  consid- 
eration. 

Having  said  this  much  upon  that  branch  of 
the  subject  Mr.  V.  B.  would  proceed  to  state 
briefly  anotner  point  in  which  the  proposition 
he  offered  differed  essentially  from  the  others 
proposed,  and  in  which  difference  was  involved  a 
principle  of  the  Government  as  important  in  his 
view,  as  any  which  had  for  some  time  been  dis- 
cussed on  that  floor.  In  doing  so,  it  was  a  sub- 
ect  of  gratification  to  him  that  this  principle 
ad  no  reference  to  the  relative  and  conflicting 
interest  of  the  States  in  the 'confederacy,  but 
looked  equally  to  the  welfare  and  security  of 
all.  To  a  correct  understanding  of  the  point  he 
wished  to  present,  it  became  necessary  to  take 
a  brief  view  of  the  principle  upon,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance under  which,  our  present  form  of 
Government  was  established.  Under  the  arti- 
cles of  Confederation  the  representation  of  each 
State  in  the  General  Government  was  equal. 
The  Union  was  in  all  respects  purely  Federal,  a 
league  of  sovereign  States  upon  equid  terms.  To 
remedy  certain  defects  by  supplying  certain 
powers,  the  convention  wMcii  framed  the  pres- 
ent constitution  was  called.  That  convention 
it  is  now  well  known,  was  immediately  divided 
into  parties,  on  the  interesting  question  of  the 
extent  of  power  to  be  given  to  the  new  govern- 
ments :  wnether  it  should  be  Federal  or  nation- 
al ;  whether  dependent  upon,  or  indepepdent  of 
the  State  Governments.  It  is  equally  well 
known  that  that  point,  after  having  several 
times  arrested  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  confed- 
eration, subsequently  divided  the  people  of  the 
States  on  the  question  of  ratification.  He  might 
add,  that  with  the  superadded  question  of  what 
powers  have  been  given  by  the  constitution  to 
the  General  Government,  to  the  agitation  of 
which  the  feelings  which  sprung  out  in  the  con- 
vention greatly  contributed,  it  had  continued 
to  divide  the  people  of  tliia  oountiy  down  to 
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the  present  period.  The  party  in  Hie 
tion  in  favor  of  a  more  energetic  GovemmcD^ 
being  unable  to  carry,  or,  if  able,  unwilling  to 
hazard  the  success  of  the  plan  with  the  StSba^ 
a  middle  course  was  agreed  upon.  That  waa 
that  the  Government  should  be  neither  Fedenl 
nor  national,  but  a  mixture  of  .both.  That  of 
the  Legislative  Department,  one  branch,  the 
power  of  representation,  should  be  wholly  na- 
tional, and  the  other,  the  Senate,  wholly  Fed- 
eral. That,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  bodi 
interests  should  be  regarded,  and  that  the  Judi- 
cial should  be  organized  by  the  other  twa 
But,  to  quiet  effectually  the  apprehensions  of 
the  advocates  for  the  rights  and  interest  of  tita 
States,  it  was  provided  that  the  General  Got- 
emment  should  be  made  entirely  dependent  fat 
its  continuance,  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
State  Governments.  Hence,  it  was  decided 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  shoidd  be 
apportioned  among  the  States,  with  reference  to 
their  population,  and  chosen  by  the  people ;  aad 
power  was  given  to  Congress  to  regmate  and 
secure  their  choice,  independent  o£^  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  State  Governments.  That 
the  Senate  should  be  chosen  exduavely  bj  the 
State  Legislatures,  and  that  the  choice  of  tha 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President^  al- 
though the  principle  of  their  apportionment 
was  established  by  the  constitution,  should,  in 
all  respects,  except  the  time  of  their  appcnnt- 
ment  and  of  their  meetine,  be  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  Legimatures  of  the  sevenl 
States.  The  scheme  of  Government  thus  formed 
was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  respectivv 
States,  through  their  Legislature,  for  ratifica- 
tion. For  a  season  its  ratification  was  warmly 
opposed  in  almost  every  State.  Although  the 
control  over  the  choice  of  but  one  branch  of 
one  department  of  the  Government  waa  vested 
in  Congress,  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  States 
was  everywhere  apprehended,  and  the  question 
of  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

To  stem  this  torrent  of  opposition,  the  most 
distinguished  commentators  <m  the  proposed 
plan  (the  authors  of  the  Federalist)  placed  strongs 
ly  and  truly  before  the  people  of  the  StatM^ 
the  fact  of  the  dependence  of  the  General  upon 
the  State  Governments,  and  the  constitutioDal 
right  of  those  Governments,  or  even  a  majority 
of  them,  if  the  power  they  had  conferred  should 
be  abused,  to  discontinue  the  new  Govemmeat 
by  withholding  its  Senate  and  Chief  Magistrata. 
Among  other  things  they  said — 

"  The  State  Governments  may  be  regarded  at  ooe- 
stitnent  and  esaential  parts  of  the  Federal  Goven- 
ment,  while  the  latter  is  nowise  essential  to  tfie  op- 
eration or  organization  of  the  power.  Without  ths 
intervention  of  the  State  Lecidatores,  the  PnsideBt 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected  at  aU.  TbKti 
must  in  all  cases  have  a  great  share  in  his  appont- 
ment,  end  will,  peiiiaps,  in  most  cases,  themsehrei 
determine  it.  The  Senate  will  be  elected  absolntelf 
and  exclusively  by  Uie  State  Legislatures.  Even  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  thoa^  drawn  immediatfe^ 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 


479 


BB,  1828.] 


AwundmmU  rfik»  Conttkuium, 


[SsfAins, 


from  the  people,  will  be  ohoeen  Texy  much  under  the 
flflnenoe  of  toat  class  of  men  whose  influence  over 
the  people  obtains  for  themselves  an  election  into  the 
State  Legislatures.  Thus  each  of  &e  principal 
tranches  oif  the  Federal  Govemment  will  owe  its  ex- 
stence,  more  or  less^  to  the  favor  of  State  Govem- 
nents,  and  must,  consequently,  feel  a  dependence 
irhlch  is  much  mo^  likely  to  beget  a  disposition  too 
>bsequions,  than  too  overbearing  toward  them." 

The  ratification  by  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  the 
States  was  obtfuned.  On  reference,  however, 
o  the  proceedings  of  the  State  conyentiona,  it 
vill  be  seen  tha^  in  several  of  the  States,  the 
H>ntrol  by  Oongress,  over  the  choice  of  Bepre- 
lentatives  merely,  was  strongly  remonstrated 
igainst.  That  amendments  were  proposed  for 
ts  qualification  by  the  States  of  South  Oarolina, 
19'oith  Carolina,  Virffinia,  Massachusetts,  New 
lampshire,  Rhode  Mand,  and  New  York.  That 
nost  of  them  resolved  that  it  should  be  a  stand- 
ng  instruction  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress 
o  endeavor  to  effect  that  and  other  amendments 
)ropo8ed.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
rom  New  Jersey,  to  which  Mr.  Van  Buben  had 
lUuded,  would,  if  adopted,  break  an  important 
ink  in  the  chun  of  dependency  of  the  General 
ipon  the  State  Governments.  It  would  surrender 
o  the  General  Government  all  control  over  the 
Section  of  President  and  Vice  President,  by 
>lacing  the  choice  of  Electors  on  the  same  foot- 
ng  with  that  of  Representatives.  It  would  at 
his  time  be  premature  to  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
imination  of  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
Jluded  to,  to  show  that  such  would  be  its  ef- 
ects.  Upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that 
moh  would  be  its  construction.  That  it  does  in 
(ubstance  what  another  proposition,  upon  their 
able,  originating  in  the  other  House,  does  in 
vords.  But  even  was  there  doubt  upon  that 
object,  that  doubt  should  be  removed  by  an 
ixpress  provision,  reserving  to  the  States  tiieir 
^resent  contrd  over  the  election,  except  as  to 
vhat  is  particularly  provided  for  in  the  resolu- 
ion  now  proposed.  If  it  is  fit  to  take  from  the 
States  their  control  over  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
'randent  and  Vice  President,  and  give  it  to  the 
federal  Government,  it  would  be  equally  proper, 
inder  the  popular  idea  of  giving  their  election 
o  the  people,  to  divide  the  States  into  districts 
or  the  choice  of  Senators,  as  was  proposed  in 
he  Convention,  and  give  to  Congress  the  con- 
rol  over  their  election  also.  K  the  system  be 
moe  broken  in  upon  in  this  respect,  the  other 
aeaaore  will  naturally  follow,  and  we  will  then 
lave  what  was  so  much  dreaded  by  those  who 
Lave  gone  before  us,  and  what  he  feared  would 
»e  so  much  r^etted  by  those  who  come  after 
-ft  completely  consolidated  Government — ^a 
jOYcmment  in  which  the  State  Governments 
rouM  be  not  otherwise  known  or  felt  than  as 
t  became  necessary  to  control  them.  To  all 
hiB  Mr.  Van  Bubsn  was  opposed.  He  was  so, 
)eeaa8e  it  was  a  matter  not  necessary  or  fitly 
x>nnected  with  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
liat  being  a  question  between  the  States  them- 
lelves,  as  to  their  relative  interest — a  question 


which  might  and  ought  to  be  settled,  and  leave 
their  relation  to  the  Federal  Government  as  it 
stands  at  present.  The  other  is  a  question  be- 
tween the  States,  collectively,  and  the  Federal 
Government,  affecting  most  materially  the  rela- 
tion they  now  bear  to  each  other.  But,  even  if 
it  were  presented  under  different  circumstances, 
he  would  qppose  it.  Because,  however  ardent 
his  attachment  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 
however  anxious  he  might  be  to  sustain  it 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  given  to  it  by  the 
oonstitntion — and,  in  that  respect,  Jie  would, 
he  trusted,  go  as  far  as  any  man  ought  to  go- 
he  was  unwillinff  to  destroy  or  even  release  its 
dependence  on  the  State  Governments.  At  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitu- 
tion, it  was  a  question  of  much  speculation  and 
discussion,  which  of  the  two  Governments  would 
be  most  in  danger  from  the  accumulation  of  in- 
fluence by  the  operation  of  the  powers  distrib- 
uted by  tiie  constitution.  That  disonssion  was 
founded  on  the  assumption  that  they  were,  in 
several  respects,  rival  powers,  and  t^at  such  pow- 
ers would  always  be  found  in  collision*  Hie 
best  lights  which  could  then  be  thrown  upon 
the  subject,  were  derived  firom  the  examples 
afforded  by  the  Fates  of  several  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Old  World,  which  were  deemed  to 
be,  in  some  respects,  similar  to  ours.  But  the 
Governments  in  question  having  operated  upon, 
and  been  administered  by,  pep^e  whose  habits, 
characters,  tempers,  and  conditions,  were  essen- 
tially different  from  ours ;  the  inferences  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  were,  at  best,  unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr.  y.  B.  thought  that  experience  (the  only 
unerring  criterion  by  which  matters  of  this  de- 
scription could  be  tested)  had  settled  for  us 
the  general  point  of  the  operation  of  tiie  pow- 
ers conferred  by  the  constitution  upon  the  rela> 
live  strength  and  influence  of  the  respective 
Governments.  It  was,  in  his  Judgment^  sus- 
ceptible of  entire  demonstration,  that  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  had  worked  a  gradual,  if  not 
an  undue  increase  of  the  streng&  and  control 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  correspond- 
ent reduction  of  the  inflbence,  and  consequently 
of  the  respectability  of  the  State  govemmentOi 
The  evidence  in  support  of  this  position  was 
abundant,  and,  if  the  matter  should  come  under 
full  discussion,  could  be  readily  afforded.  He 
thought,  ftirther,  that  existing  causes,  which 
were  every  day  gaining  force,  would,  for  the 
future,  more  rapidly  increase  that  operation. 
He  considered  the  qualified  dependence  of  the 
General  upon  the  State  Governments  as  their 
strong  arm  of  defence  to  protect  them  against 
future  abuses.  Under  that  view  of  the  sub^ect^ 
he  was  opposed  to  so  material  a  change  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  respective  governments 
as  would  be  produced  by  the  amendment  to 
which  he  objected.  He  was  in  favor  of  leay- 
ing  matters,  in  that  respect,  as  they  stood. 
Under  this  impression,  Mr.  V.  B.  had  prepared 
a  resolution  which  avoided  the  defect  attach- 
ing to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey— 
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requiring  the  oontemplated  division  of  the 
States  into  districts,  to  be  coextensive  with  the 
nnmber  of  Electors  instead  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  at  the  same  time  secured  the  great  object 
upon  which  he  had  been  commenting. 

Mr.  Yak  Bubkn  then  introdaced  the  follow- 
ing  resolution : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  pec^le  of 
the  several  States,  in  districts  eqnal  in  nnmher  to  the 
number  of  Electors  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  to 
be  composed  of  contignons  territoiy,  and,  as  near  as 
may  be,  equal  in  the  nnmber  of  persons  to  be  repre- 
sented, or  of  persons  qnaMed  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  most  nnmerons  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 
The  qualification  of  the  voters  at  such  election  shall 
be  the  same  as  is  required  of  Electors  for  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The 
Electors  of  Preddent  and  Vice  President,  convened 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  law,  for  the  pur- 
pose oi  giving  in  their  votes,  shadl  have  power,  in 
ease  any  of  them  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  Electors,  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to 
attend.  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choos- 
ing the  Electors,  the  day  or  days  on  which  they 
dttU  give  their  votes,  which  shall  be  the  same 
throu^out  the  United  Statea  But  the  authority  to 
divide  the  States  into  districts,  for  the  choioe  of  Elec- 
tors ;  to  direct  the  election  to  be  held ;  to  proseoate 
the  manner  thereof  except  as  to  the  time  of  holding 
the  same,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  voters ;  and 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors  aforesaid, — is 
reserved,  exclusively,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

If,  upon  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  in  the  maimer  directed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  minority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Electors  chosen,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  forthwith  to 
notify  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereof; 
who  shall  immediately  by  proclamation,  and  also  by 
notification  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
publish  the  nnmber  of  votes  given  to  each  person  as 
President.  Whereupon,  the  Electors  shall  again 
meet  on  the  day  which  shall  have  been  by  law  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  with  the  like  power  of  8up-> 
plying  vacancies,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  per- 
sons as  President  who  shall  have  received  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Electors  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  such  office.  Or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more 
than  two  persons  have  received  the  greatest,  and  also 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shaU 
vote  for  one  of  them  as  President  The  said  Electors 
shall  thereupon  transmit  one  of  the  lists,  to  be  made 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  also  that  made  at  their 
second  meeting,  signed  and  certified  by  ^em,  to  the 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  direct- 
ed to  the  Pre^dent  of  the  Senate,  to  be  proceeded 
upon  as  the  constitution  has  prescribed,  except  that 
the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at 
the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors  shall  be  the 
President.  But,  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
received  the  greatest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes 
at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  choose  one  of  them  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

Both  the  resolntions  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee  to  whom  the  other  proposi- 


tions for  amending  the  constitation  hare  been 
referredi 


WsDNXSDAT,  December  31. 

Florida  Land  TiUea. 

The  following  resolatdon,  mbmltted 
day  by  Mr.  Elliott,  waaagaS  read  for  ooo- 

sideration : 

"  Buoived,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stain 
be  requested  to  cause  an  i^pUcatioii  to  be  made  to 
the  British  Government,  through  omr  Mznister  it 
that  Gour^  for  a  correct  list  of  the  namea  of  nek 
persons  as  may  have  been  paid,  witb  the  scbui  ve- 
ceived  by  each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floo- 
das  previous  to  the  treaty  of  1788,  and  of  winch  tfasy 
were  deprived,  on  the  transfer  of  that  tenitoiy  to 
Spain,  by  virtue  of  the  said  ConventioD." 


Mr.  Eluott  said  that  the  object  of  his 
lution  would  probably  be  apparent  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  that  it  would  be  recollected  tliat  the 
Floridas  were  formerly  in  possenon  of  ii» 
British  Government,  while  we  were  colonies 
of  that  coontry ;  that,  upon  the  transfer  of  the 
Floridas  to  Spain,  it  had  been  stipulated  thafc 
such  British  subjects  as  chose  to  remam  there, 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so ;  but  that  a  great 
proportion  of  those  subjects  had  aband<»Md 
that  country,  and  removed  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  had  since  been  compensated  for  the  prop- 
erty they  left  there.  But  some  others  had  re- 
moved to  the  United  States,  preferring  to  share 
the  difficulties  of  our  Bevolution,  and  the  sab- 
sequent  blessings  of  our  Government.  Some 
of  these  persons  had  never  received  any  com- 
pensation for  the  property  they  left,  and  it  had 
now  become  necessary  to  decide  upon  their 
didms  to  lands  in  Florida.  This  could  not  be 
done  correctly,  without  the  information  re- 
ferred to  in  tide  resolution  which  was  now  under 
consideration.  The  heirs  of  many  of  these  per- 
sons had  come  forward  with  their  daima,  and 
this  information  was  wanted,  to  guard  agjainst 
imposition. 

The  resolution  was  i^greed  to. 


Fbidat,  January  2, 1824. 

South  Carolina  Bnolution&^AeJBMwledgmmd 
of  Orecian  Independence, 

Mr.  Hatkb  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  cf 
Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina: 

«*  Ik  thb  Seztaxb,  Dee,  19, 182S. 

« Itesolved,  That  the  State  of  South  Cardliiia  re- 
gards with  deep  interest  the  noble  and  patziotiB  stroig- 
gle  of  the  modem  Greeks  to  rescue  firom  the  foot  of 
the  infidel  and  the  barbarian  tike  hallowed  land  of 
Leonidas  and  Socrates ;  and  wonld  hail  with  pleason 
the  recognition,  by  the  American  Govemment,  of 
the  independence  of  Greece. 

<<  JieBolvedj  That  a  copy  of  this  resolntioo  be  trans- 
mitted to  oar  Senators  and  Representatives  at  Wadh 
ington. 
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**  Ordertd^  That  the  reaolutioiiB  be  sent  to  tlie  Hoiue 
of  Representatives  for  concmrence. 
*'  By  order  of  the  Senate. 

«  WM.  D.  MABTIN,  C.  5.- 

"Iir  THK  House,  Dec  20,  1828. 
*^  Jiuolvedj  That  the  House  do  ooncnr  in  the  reso- 


•«  OrdaredyTHiMt  thaj  be  ntomed  to  the  Senate. 
**  By  order  of  the  Hooae. 

*«K.  ANDERSON,  C.  S.  A" 

The  reaolntioiu  were  read,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Portrait  of  Cohimbm. 

The  following  commnnioation  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  State : 

DsFAimiKinr  or  Stati, 
WadungUnf  Jamuuy  1,  1824. 
n  IM  Prendmt  cf  the  Smote  of  the  United  SUOm  : 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department,  from 
George  G.  Barrel],  Consnl  of  the  United  States  at 
Ifabiga,  and  informing  yon  that  the  pictore  mention- 
ed in  it,  b  at  the  office  <^  this  department,  snlject  to 
maeh  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct 

Having  been  some  time  retuned  at  New  Toik,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Ifr.  Banell,  it  has  vei^ 
reeently  been  received  here  in  a  frame,  upon  which  is 
ei^^ved  tiie  following  inscription : 

**  Colnmbos. 

^Presented  to  the  nation,  by  6.  Q.  Barrel!,  United 
States  Consnl  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  pictore  framers^  New  Yoik,  A. 
D-  1828»» 

I  avail  myself  of  this  ooearion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
act iao-simOe,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
made  by  direction  of  this  department,  of  tiie  original 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  il  the  members  of 
Coi4;ress  on  the  2d  of  Aogosti  1776,  as  appears  by 
^the  secret  journal  <^  that  day.  Two  handled  copies 
have  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
the  ofllce  of  the  department,  snbject  to  the  disposal 
ef  OoDgrsss. 

I  aiDy  with  great  respect,  oec 

JOHN  QUINCr  ADAMa 

Gopr  of  a  letter  from  Gkobos  G.  Babrsix^ 
United  States  Clonaol  at  Malaga,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State; 

Malaga,  Febmary  21,  1828. 

Sm :  A  few  days  rince  I  delivered  to  Charles  A. 
Davis,  Esq.,  a  portrait  of  Colnmbns,  In  half  length, 
which  I  obtained  from  Seville,  and  directed  him  to 
.    fiirwaid  it  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  panose  of 
haviqg  it  placed  among  the  portraits  of  other  dis- 
tingunhed  men  in  the  Capitol.    Yon  vrill  find,  1^ 
die  certificate  which  aooompanies  it,  that  it  was  sop- 
pond  to  be  by  the  same  hand  which  painted  the 
wiMirated  one  in  the  Escnria],  and  only  having  nn- 
^HBuie  soma  retooches^  of  a  trifling  nature,  to  pre- 
vent its  decay.    If  it  Is  worthy  of  a  place  in  Uie 
Gt|ntol,  it  will  affbrd  me  infinite  pleasure ;  find  if  no^ 
I  can  only  say,  my  admiration  for  that  extraordinaxy 
B>sn  led  me  to  &ink  an  original  likeness  of  him 
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might  be  considered  as  a  small  mark  of  the  venera- 
tion and  love  I  bear  my  country. 

With  great  respect,  &o. 

GEORGE  G.  BARREIX. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  Esq.,  Secr'y  qfSUUe. 

This  oommunication,  with  the  accompanying 
letter,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  the  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the 
CapitoL 


Monday,  January  6. 

Ocue  o/FraTusk  Eend/^mn^  Jr^ 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son, ir.,  was  taken  up  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  provides  for  the  payment 
^'  to  Francis  Henderson,  ir.,  the  grandson  of  the 
late  Lieutenant  Oolonel  John  Laurens,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  sum  of  $23,500,  in  full  for  all 
claims  of  the  legal  representative  of  Colonel 
Laurens  against  the  United  States.''  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign relations : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  the  ancestor 
whose  services,  civil  and  military,  oocnpy  a  brilliant 
page  in  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  entered  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  as  aid  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief^  in  August,  1777.  bi  this  situation,  he  dis- 
played a  nal,  courage,  and  devotedness,  not  surpass- 
ed by  an  V  of  his  compatriots.  He  conciliated  the 
esteem  of  his  commander,  and  olt  his  brother  soldiers^ 
and,  for  his  distinguished  senrioes,  frequently  r&- 
ceipdd  the  thanks  of  CoqgressL  In  1780,  ho  had  ac- 
quired so  much  of  the  confidence  of  his  country,  as 
to  induce  Congress,  unanimously,  to  appoint  hun  a 
special  Minister  to  France,  on  a  most  important  ser- 
vice. Such  was  his  success  in  this  mission,  as  again 
to  call  forth  the  public  thanks  of  that  body.  He  re- 
turned to  this  country  in  September,  1781,  and  at  his 
q«cial  request  Congress  permitted  hun  to  join  the 
Army,  then  conducting  the  siege  of  •Yorktown,  in 
Viiginia,  where  fresh  laurds  awaited  hinL  He 
finiSy  fell,  on  the  27th  August,  1782,  hi  the  lap  of 
honor,  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  His  deadi 
was  a  natjonal  misfortune.  He  left  an  orphaa 
dau^ter  to  the  gratitude  and  to  the  protection  of 
his  country.  A  disinterestedness,  even  to  careless- 
ness, was  a  distinguished  trait  among  his  other  quali- 
ties. Henc^  for  his  long  and  important  services, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  he  seems  nei- 
ther to  have  kept  an  account,  nor  to  have  received 
any  advances,  except  a  small  sum,  to  which  here- 
eJmsr  a  more  particular  reference  will  be  made. 

The  father  dead — his  only  child  an  infant  and  an 
orphan — and  the  grandfather,  Henr/  Laurens,  in 
captivity  in  England — there  was  no  one  to  assert  her 
cliums. 

EventnaUv,  the  grandfather  returned  from  Europe, 
and,  in  1784,  as  the  guardian  of  the  child,  presented 
her  case  to  Congress,  who  came  to  the  following 
resolution : 

^'Resolved,  That,  m  settling  the  accounts  of  the  hite 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  La^ens,  as  special  Minister 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same 
pay  that  was  given  at  this  period  to  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  Coorti^ 
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from  the  tune  of  his  appoiotmeot  to  that  embassy, 
nntil  his  return ;  and  that  the  balance  remaining  due 
for  his  services  as  Minister  be  paid  to  his  represent- 
atives." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  till  1 790.  The 
acounts  of  the  father,  Colonel  Laurens,  in  both  char- 
acters, as  Colonel  and  as  Minister,  were  settled.  But 
it  is  objected  by  his  legal  representative,  the  petition- 
er, (who  intermarried  with  Frances  Eleanor  Laurens, 
the  only  child  of  Colonel  John  Laurens,)  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  justly,  that  in  the  settle- 
ment no  allowance  was  miade  for  the  enenses  of 
Colonel  Laurens  while  on  his  foreign  mission,  al- 
though, at  that  time,  no  advances  being  made  our 
foreign  Ministers  as  an  outfit,  it  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government  to  pay  their  expenses ;  and  more  espe- 
cially, too,  as  Congress  had  expressly  directed  that,  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  account,  his  compensation 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  other  Ministers. 

No  account  having  been  kept  by  Colonel  Laurens 
of  his  expenses,  the  committee  have,  of  course,  no 
certain  data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  amount ;  in 
the  absence  of  which,  they  have  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  other  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
riving at  any  satisfactory  result.  These  are,  Itt 
That  it  is  in  proof  Colonel  Laurens  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses, as  well  as  those  of  his  suite.  2dly.  He  took 
np)  at  l^antes,  on  the  credit  of  his  father,  £1,000 
sterling,  equal  to  $4,444  44.  Sdly.  He  received  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  the  then  resident  Minister  in  France, 
|2,171  42;  and,  4thly,  on  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  received  at  Boston,  where  he  landed,  |720 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  enable  him 
to  join  the  army  before  Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  The 
committee,  therefore,  have  assumed  these  sums,  as 
furnishing  the  probable  amount  of  his  expenses ;  in 
which  they  have  the  more  readily  acquiesced,  as  it 
was  about  equal  to  the  sum,  in  proportion  to  the 
time,  allowed  Silas  Deane,  a  oontemporaiy  Minister 
at  that  Court,  for  his  expenses. 

The  claim  for  $101  85,  results  from  the  improper 
application  of  the  scale  of  depreciation  to  ^e  item 
for  rations,  in  the  military  account  of  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, who,  unconnected  with  any  State  regiment, 
would  be  deprived  of  the  compensation  which  his 
brother  officers  received,  if  it  be  not  awarded  by  Con- 
gress ;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  deemed  it  rea- 
sonable to  allow  it  The  claim  for  $104  70  U  ob- 
viously just,  as  it  arises  from  an  omisnon  in  extend- 
ing and  adding  up  the  account.  Uniting  these  two 
sums  with  hb  diplomatic  expenses,  produces  an 
amount  of  $7,542  41,  which,  with  interest,  at  five 
per  cent  from  the  fi(w  September,  1781,  the  day  of 
his  return  from  .Eun^e,  is  equal  to  $23,500.  In 
allowing  the  charge  for  interest,  from  the  above 
period,  the  committee  have  been  guided  by  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  above  referred  to,  and  the  report 
on  which  it  was  founded,  which  directs  that  the  child 
of  Colonel  Laurens  should  receive  whatever  was,  in 
equity  and  justice,  due  the  father ;  and  for  the  fur- 
ther reason,  that  the  grandfather,  in  fixing  the 
portion  of  the  daughter  of  John  Laurens,  by  his 
will,  deducts  therefrom  the  advances  made  the 
son,  of  which  the  sum  taken  up  by  him  at  Nan- 
tes is  a  part,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  such 
advances 

The  committee,  in  reporting  a  bill  directing  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  only 
grandchild  of  Colonel  Laurens,  has,  independentiy  of 
its  fitness,  conformed  to  the  consent  of  Francis  Hen- 


derson,  the  elder,  signified  by  a  letter  from  him,  ssd 
among  the  documents. 

Mr.  Babboub  atated  the  groands  of  this  daini, 
and  commented  feelingly  and  eloqnentiy  upon 
the  distinguished  services  which  Coloael  Laurau 
had  rendered  the  country,  in  the  (q>propm- 
tion  of  the  sum  named  in  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  end 
the  committee  hi|d  not  estimated  the  intereit 
on  the  moneys  which  were  justly  due  a  long 
time  since  to  Colonel  Lanrens.  He  thoim^t 
this  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  added  to  the  smoont 
to  be  granted ;  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
sum  of  $28,600  be  stricken  oat  from  the 
bill,  and  the  sum  of  $26,700  inserted  in  iti 
stead. 

The  allowance  of  interest  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lanman,  Holmbs  of  Mme,  Maooh,^ 
and  Van  Bubbn,  on  the  ground  that  the  claim' 
had  not  been  before  presented,  and  that  the 
same  principle  which  nad  been  adopted  in  ths 
settlement  of  other  claims^  of  a  similar  nature, 
should  be  presenred  in  this  case. 

The  question  having  been  divided,  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  $28,600  prevailed ;  bnt,  be 
fore  tiie  question  was  taken  on  insertiog  the 
sum  proposed  by  Mr.  Basboub,  the  bill  was 
ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Bubkh,  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  January  7. 
0€ue  qfFraneia  JSendenon^  Jr. 

The  bill  reported  in  Senate,  by  the  Ck>mmittee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Henderson,  jun.,  the  grandson  of  the  late  Colotul 
John  Laurens,  was  agdn  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  question 
was  upon  inserting  $26,700,  as  the  sum  to  be 
granted,  instead  of  $23,600,  the  sum  reported 
by  the  committee — ^the  addition  proposed  being 
for  interest  on  the  sum  which  the  committee 
states  to  be  due  for  the  services  of  Colond 
Laurens.  On  the  allowanoe  of  interest  a 
further  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Babboub  supported,  and  Messrs.  Holmeb  of 
Maine,  Smit^  Maoon,  Hatnb,  and  BsxffOy 
opposed  the  allowance. 

Mr.  Hatne  said  that,  as  the  name  of  Lsnrens 
had  been  mentioned,  and  his  services  had  been 
alluded  to,  in  debate,  he  could  not,  with  juaboe  i 
to  his  own  feelings,  refrain  from  adding  ns 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  for  the  virtues,  m 
admiration  of  the  character,  of  that  distinguidied 
man.  He  felt  that  he  would  be  indulged  g 
the  Senate  when  they  remembered  that^ 
represented  the  State  which  had  been  honored  ^ 
by  giving  birth  to  that  illustrious  hero,  m 
which  had  been  still  more  honored  in  being  the 
scene  of  his  glorious  death. 

Colonel  John  Laurens,  said  Mr.  Hatnb,  was 
the  Bayard  of  America.  Of  him,  if  of  any  im 
who  ever  lived,  it  could,  with  truth,  be  ttWj 
"  he  was  without  fear  and  without  reproaebi 
He  brought  to  the  service  of  his  countiy  • 
Roman  form,  and  more  than  a  Roman  sow.  « 
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yon  sought  for  him  in  the  daj  of  battle,  he  was  | 
found  at  the  post  of  danger ;  if  at  any  other 
moment,  he  was  found  at  the  post  of  duty.  The 
love  of  his  country  controlled  every  other  feel- 
ing of  his  heart ;  it  might  almost  be  said  to  be  that 
^*  in  which  he  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  his 
being."  It  had  been  supposed,  said  Mr.  Hatnb, 
that  Colonel  Laurens  was  a  rash  man,  wholly 
reckless  of  life ;  who  rushed,  with  the  instinct  of 
the  lion,  on  his  foe,  and  who  was  regardless 
because  he  was  insensible  of  danger.  Some 
ooxmtenance  had  indeed  been  given  to  this  idea 
l^  the  historians  of  the  day.  But  Mr.  H.  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  injustice 
had.  in  this  respect,  been  done  to  the  character 
of  Laurens,  and  tiiat  his  ardent  enterprise  and 
heroic  courage  had  been  mistaken  for  thought- 
less desperation. 

Laurens  possessed  a  highly  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  a  man  of  thought  as  well  as  of  action ; 
**  as  great  in  counsel  as  in  high  resolve."  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  such  a  man 
oould  have  been  insensible  to  danger.  Mr.  H. 
was  satisfied,  from  fcicts  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, that,  although  Colonel  Laurens  always 
felt  himself  compeUed,  by  his  noble  nature  and 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  seek  danger  in  his  oountry^s 
service,  wherever  it  was  to  be  found,  yet  he 
duly  estimated  the  hazards  of  such  conduct,  and 
considered  as  probable  the  event  by  which  he 
finally  sealed,  with  his  blood,  his  devotion  to  his 
country.  When  entering  on  his  last  campaign, 
he  confided,  to  the  care  of  a  friend,  a  precious 
lewd,  the  gift  of  Louis  XYL,  with  directions 
how  it  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  event  of  his 
£alL  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  Colonel  Laurens  was 
neither  insensible  to  danger  nor  indifferent  to 
life.  It  was  only  when,  to  borrow  the  language 
of  the  immortal  poet, 

**  He  set  HoQor  in  one  eye,  and  Death  in  t'other. 
That  he  did  look  on  Death  iudifferenfly." 

The  field  of  battle  was  not  the  only  sphere 
in  which  Colonel  Laurens  displayed  great  talents 
and  rare  qualities.  He  was  no  less  able  as  a 
negotiator  than  distinguished  as  a  soldier.  At 
the  most  critical  period  of  the  Revolution,  Con- 
gress found  it  necessary  to  send  to  France  for 
saccor  and  support  They  sought  out  Laurens 
in  the  camp  and  confided  to  him  a  special  mis- 
sion to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  His  conduct 
on  that  mission  was  as  striking  and  peculiar  ds 
it  was  eminently  successful.  He  stamped  his 
own  high  character  on  a  transaction  unexampled 
in  the  whole  history  of  diplomacy.  Arrived  at 
the  French  Court,  he  trampled  at  once  on  all 
official  forms,  and  in  the  simple  garb  of  an 
American  soldier,  pressed  instantly  into  the 

Ereeenoe  of  the  Sovereign,  eloquently  and  fear- 
9^y  explamed  the  situation  of  his  country, 
elearly  pointed  out  the  duty  and  interest  of 
France,  and  demanded  assistance.  Patriotism 
and  eloquence  were  signally  triumphant.  Lau- 
rens prevailed.  He  obtained  at  once  that  relief 
wbieh  was  perhaps  essential  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  American  independence,  and  which,  if 


it  had  not  been  wholly  denied  to  the  usual 
course  of  tardy  negotiation,  might  have  come 
too  late  to  produce  tiie  desired  effect  Thus  was 
the  work  of  years  accomplished  in  a  few  short 
weeks.  But  a  few  months  had  elapsed  since 
Laurens  had  been  seen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
American  Army  "  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight." 
And,  now,  ^having,  in  the  mean  time,  thrice 
crossed  the  Atiantic  and  concluded  a  most  im- 
portant negotiation,)  he  was  again  on  his  native 
shores  brinsing  witii  him  immense  treasures, 
the  fhiits  of  hU  labors,  and  furnishing  pay  ana 
clothing  to  the  suffering  soldiery.  In  a  few  days 
after  his  arrival,  he  was  again  found  in  the  camp, 
marshalling  to  glory  the  soldiers  of  liberty.  Mr, 
H.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  foUow  him 
further  in  his  glorious  course.  We  all  know  that 
he  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gallantly  fight- 
ing for  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the 
rights  of  mankind.  It  is  delightful,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  refiect,  that  he  fell  *^  in  the  last  of  our  fields,'' 
as  if  Providence,  who  had  preserved  him 
through  so  many  perils,  had  permitted  his  career 
to  be  dosed  only  when  there  were  no  more  bat- 
tles to  be  won. 

It  will  hardly  be  believed  by  posterity  that 
the  hero,  who  fills  so  large  a  space  in  the  an- 
nals of  his  country,  died  in  his  youth,  not  having 
yet  attained  his  twenty-seventh  year.  As 
nearly  connected  with  tms  sulject,  said  Mr.  H., 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens 
was  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  of  human 
beings.  His  political  creed  was  that,  in  the 
hour  of  calamity,  the  life  and  fortune  of  the 
citizen  is  the  property  of  his  country,  and  that 
his  services  should  be  rendered  gratuitously. 
Laurens  received  no  pay,  kept  no  private  ac- 
counts, and  most  certainly  never  intended  to 
demand,  nor  would  have  consented  to  receive, 
any  compensation  f(Mr  his  invaluable  services, 
military  and  diplomatic.  It  was  in  the  same 
spirit  that,  on  one  occasion,  he  declined  a  com- 
mission in  the  Army,  tendered  him  as  a  reward 
for  his  gallantry;  not,  assuredly,  from  insen- 
sibility to  its  vdue,  (for  military  glory  was  the 
idol  of  his  soul,  and  promotion  the  very  reward 
for  which  his  heart  panted,)  but  because,  as  he 
himself  declared,  his  promotion  might  give  of- 
fence to  older  officers,  and  thus  be  injarious  to 
the  public  service.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  knew  not  how 
better  to  combine  in  one  view  the  various  traits 
which  marked  the  character  of  John  Laurens, 
than  by  adopting  the  eloquent  language  of  the 
American  historian : 

■ 

''  Nature  had  adorned  him  with  a  profodon  of  her 
choicest  gifts,  to  which  education  had  added  its 
most  nsefnl  as  well  as  its  most  elegant  improvements. 
Acting  firom  the  most  honorable  principles ;  uniting 
the  bravery  and  other  talents  of  a  great  officer,  with 
the  knowledge  of  a  complete  soldier,  and  the  engag- 
ing manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman — ^he  was  the 
idol  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  army,  and  the  or- 
nament of  human  nature." 

Mr.  BsRTOK  opposed,  not  only  the  allowance 
of  the  interest)  but  of  the  principal,  also,  as  pro- 
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posed  to  be  granted  by  this  bilL  He  thought^ 
as  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens  was  still 
alive,  that  she  was  the  on^  person  who  had  a 
jost  claun  to  the  money  proposed  to  be  paid ; 
wady  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  it  should  be  in  her 
fovor, 

Mr.  HoLMSS,  of  Maine,  moved  the  reoommit- 
ment  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
that  the  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  daughter  of 
Colonel  Laurens,  or  her  assignee.  But  a  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  prevailed. 


THtTBSDAT,  January  8. 
C(ue  of  Frcmcu  Eendenan^  Jr, 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
reUef  of  Francis  Henderson,  jr.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  Francis  Hen- 
derson, jr.,  in  full  for  services  rendered  to  the 
country  by  his  grandfather,  Colonel  John  Lau- 
rens. The  question  before  the  committee  was 
upon  a- motion  by  Mr.  Holmss,  of  Maine,  to  re- 
commit the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  altering  it, 
so  far  as  to  grant  the  money  to  Mrs.  Henderson, 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens.  This  motion, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Babboub,  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BiLBBOUB,  after  some  further  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  this  claim,  and  in  confirmation  of 
those  which  he  had  previously  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved  that  the  blanJc  in 
the  bill  should  be  filled  with  the  sum  which 
the  committee  originally  reported  to  be  due  for 
the  expenses  incurred  by  Colonel  Laurens. 

Mr.  LowsiB  said  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  he  felt,  after  full  inves- 
tigation, that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  in 
any  shape.  As  the  subject  had  been  ^scussed 
two  days,  he  would  now,  in  order  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Fluott  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely.  He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  Colonel  Laurens  had  really  expended  the 
moneys  which  the  bill  proposed  to  reimburse, 
and  that  the  claim  fairly  came  imder  the  pro- 
vision of  Congress,  existing  at  that  time  for  tiie 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  their  foreign  Minis- 
ters. Th^  property  left  by  Colonel  Laurens  to 
his  family,  had  been  diminished  by  these  ex- 
penses ;  and  it  appeared  no  more  than  just  that 
they  should  be  paid.  The  circumstances  under 
which  the  daughter  was  situated  were  such, 
that  Mr.  £.  thought  the  money  ought  not  to  be 
^ven  to  her — ^he  did  not,  therefore,  se^  any 
impropriety  in  voting  it  to  her  son. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood 
the  question,  as  to  passing  the  present  bill,  not 
to  turn  upon  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but, 
whether  the  person,  whose  name  was  men- 
tioned in  the  bill,  was  fairly  and  legally  author- 
ized to  receive  the  money.  It  was  not  asked 
as  a  bounty,  but  as  a  remuneration  for  services 
rendered,  and  expenses  incurred;  and  it  was 
imperative  upon  the  Govenunentto  pay  its  just 


debts;  but  it  was  also  important  to  knoir  ¥k 
has  the  just  claim  to  IL  If  Colonel  Lsirai 
had  any  claim  upon  the  Government  when  h 
died,  his  daughter  undoubtedly  became  the  ks 
to  that  daim.  When  she  married  Mr.  Heads- 
son,  he  acquired  the  right  to  the  daim.  If  tk 
claim  rests  on  the  law,  it  is  certainly 


important  to  know  to  whom  it  now  UHm. 
If  Congress  were  to  pay  it  now,  wroogfii^ 
they  would  be  bound,  oy  every  principle  of  j» 
tioe,  to  pay  it  again  hereafter,  provided  ik 
proper  person  came  forward  to  claim  iL  U 
Mr.  Henderson  were  now  separated  from  la 
wife,  by  covenant  or  oontract|  it  became  seoo- 
sary  to  inquire  how  far  that  separation  wobU 
affect  the  chum.  What  is  the  nature  of  tlot 
separation  ?  Does  it  secure  the  riiht  in  ttis 
claim  to  Henderson?  Until  he  oould  see  bom 
evidence  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L.  said  he  oosii 
not  say  what  right  the  grandson  had  to  recavt 
this  money.  No  one,  Mr.  L.  remarked,  coall 
be  more  ready  than  himself  to  extend  a  &st&- 
inghand  to  those,  and  to  the  deso^dsols  o^ 
those,  who  had  rendered  distinguished  serrktt 
to  the  country,  and  no  one  was  more  senslik 
of  the  importance  of  the  services  rendered  b/ 
Colonel  Laurens ;  but  he  wished,  before  he  vtf 
called  upon  to  vote  on  this  subject,  to  Imoirto 
whom  the  money  was  due,  and  who  had  a  kfd 
daim  to  it — suppose,  by  &  contract  with  bifi 
wife,  that  Henderson  had  been  prohibited  froo 
receiving  the  amount  of  this  daim — und^  ndt 
circumstances,  how  could  he  transfer  a  ri^to 
his  son,  which  he  did  not  himself  possess!  Iz  i 
it  were  pud  to  the  son,  in  such  a  case,  CongMtt  i 
might  be  called  upon,  by  the  wife  of  Heidff* 
son,  to  pay  it  again.  These  reasons^  Kr*  ^  i 
said,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postpone- 
ment, reserving  it  to  the  justice  of  the  ooofi^ 
to  recognize  the  daim,  when  it  came  fonrflra 
in  a  less  dubious  shape. 

Mr.  Lanican  made  some  inquiry  ^.  ^  ^ 
items  in  Colond  Laur^^s  account^  whicb  hd 
been  allowed  by  the  Government;  in  s^wflf 
to  which,  Mr.  Babboub  furnished  ue  infomft- 
tion  required. 

Mr.  Edwabds^  of  Illinois,  believed  tiiat  nwh- 
ing  less  than  an  absolute  divorce  could  d^n^ 
Mr.  Henderson,  the  &ther,  of  the  right  to  »• 
ceive  this  claim.  As  no  divorce  had  t»« 
place,  he  surely  retained  that  right;  ind,nfH 
he  could  transfer  it  to  his  son.  If  &<^ 
more  than  a  separation,  without'  a  divoro^  ^ 
taken  place,  it  did  not  vitiate  the  right  of  ^ 
Henderson ;  and,  as  he  had  assented  to  tM 
grant  being  made  in  favor  of  his  son,  thert** 
no  doubt  in  his  mind,  Mr.  £.  said,  that  theioo 
of  Henderson  had  a  &ir  claim.  . . , 

Mr.  Babboub  intimated  his  wish,  pnp^ 
the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  ^®!j!?^ 
drawn,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  wMJ 
as  to  require  the  relinquishment  of  •"^JJJ: 
by  Francis  Henderson  the  father,  and  IWf 
E.  Henderson  the  mother,  previous  ^^^ 
ment  of  the  money  to  Francis  Heo*****' 
jumor. 
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Mr.  LowBiB  acooordingly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion ibr  indefinite  postponement,  in  order  to 
admit  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Mftssaohnsettfl,  was  in  fayor  of 
tihe  allowanoe  of  the  claim;  for,  he  believed 
that  a  wise  liberality  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  was  the  most  proper  economy; 
he  wonld  not  agree  that  one  dolhu*  of  this 
money  should  go  to  the  husband,  or  to  the 
wife,  in  this  ease ;  but  he  felt  perfectly  willing 
to  give  it  to  the  son,  for  his  own  exclusive  use 
uid benefit;  he.  therefore,  proposed  an  amend- 
oient  to  strengthen  the  expressions  used  in  that 
virhich  was  offered  by  Mr.  Babbottk. 

Mr.  Edwabdb,  of  Oonnecticut,  expressed  his 
reluctance  to  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  at 
this  time,  and  renewed  the  motion  for  its  in- 
lefinite  postponement 

Mr.  Hatnb  opposed  the  postponement;  he 
90uld  see  no  g<K)d  reason  for  refusing  to  act 
ipon  the  claim.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
J^ought,  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present, 
^at  there  did  exist  an  equitable  claim  for  the 
lervices  of  Colonel  Laurens;  he  had  left  a 
lAoghter ;  that  daughter  had  married,  and  her 
insband  was  living;  they  had  a  son.  Now, 
siiher  the  daughter,  her  husband,  or  her  son, 
yr  all  of  them  together,  were  entitled  to  this 
noney ;  and  to  one,  or  to  all  of  them,  it  ought 
x>  be  paid.  In  the  strict  sense  of  the  law,  no 
>ne  could  recover  it.  It  was  left  to  the  equity 
yt  Congress  to  pay  it ;  and,  whichever  of  the 
>ersons  in  question  were  to  receive  it.  Congress 
xmld  never  be  expected  to  pay  it  a  second  time. 
)ir.  H.  thouj^ht  the  son  the  most  proper  person 
x>  receive  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
ho  blood  of  Colonel  Laurens  flowed  in  his 
reins ;  he  was  now  about  twenty-five  years  of 
ige,  and  just  entering  upon  a  professional  life. 
[n  the  morning  of  his  days,  this  money  would 
>e  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him. 

Mr.  Chakdleb  believed  the  gentleman  from 
kmih  Carolina  was  mistaken,  when  he  said 
hat  no  man  doubted  the  justice  of  this  claim — 
!«,  for  one,  did  not  believe  tiiis  money  to  be 
Ine— he  believed  that  Colonel  Laurens  had  re- 
ceived an  the  pay  he  had  expected,  or  wished, 
bom  the  Government — and  there  had  not  been 
nfficient  evidence  produced  to  convince  him 
hat  this  debt  was  aue.  He  should,  thi^refore, 
isel  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  He  had  no 
loabt  that  Colonel  Laurens  had  rendered  very 
aaential  services  to  tbe  country;  nor  did  he 
fish  to  diminish  their  importance— but  he  did 
lot  believe  the  present  claim  to  be  founded  in 
uflstice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kxllt,  the  bill  was  ordered 
o  lie  on  the  table. 

Amendm§nt  qf  the  OomtUution, 

Mr.  Bkntoit,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
rhom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
MMing  amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  re- 
nrd  to  the  election  of  President  ana  Vice- 
Prerident,  reported  the  following  resolutions; 
irhich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 


^Rnohedf  ^.,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatnros  of  the  several  States ;  whidi,  when 
ratified  by  tike  Legislatares  of  three-fourths  of  the 
States,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oonstitntion : 

"For  the  pmpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
the  Congxess  of  the  United  States^  each  State  shid]» 
by  its  Legislatnre,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dia<> 
triots,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  suoh  State  may  be  entitled.  These  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  temtory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  In  each 
of  these  districts,  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
most  nnmerous  brandi  of  the  State  Legislatore,  shall 
choose  one  Bepresentative. 

**  For  the  purpose  of  ehoosfaig  Electors  of  President 
and  Vioe  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
ihall,  by  its  Legislatare,  be  divided  into  a  nomber  of 
distriots,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  soeh  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  oontiguoos  territory,  and  contaiui 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titied  by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  The 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Le^ature,  in  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts, shall  choose  one  Elector. 

'^The  Electors,  when  convened  on  the  day  and  at 
the  place  prescribed  bylaw,  for  the  vuipose  of  voting 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  shall  have  power, 
in  ease  any  of  them  shall  fafl  to  attend  before  noon 
of  such  day,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors  in  plaoe 
of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

<«The  division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  plaoe  immediately  after  this 
amendment  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  immediate- 
ly after  every  future  census,  and  ^yportionment  of 
Representatives  under  the  same.  And  such  districts  . 
shall  not  be  altered  until  another  census  shall  have 
been  taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
under  it,  shall  have  been  made. 

"  When  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  shall  have  been  signed,  certified,  and  transmit- 
ted, sealed,  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  required 
by  the  constitution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  form  a  joint  meeting,  m  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  who  shall  open 
all  oertificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
President,  shall  be  President  if  suoh  number  be  a 
minority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  minority,  then,  from  the 
highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  tiiree,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall 
immediately,  by  ballot,  choose  the  President  A 
majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall 
be  neoessaiy  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after 
which  a  plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessaiy  to 
a  choice.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President, 
if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  Electors  appointed.  If  no  person  have  that  ma- 
jority, then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  di- 
rected by  the  oonstitatioo. 

*•*  BmUvei,  That  no  person,  having  been  twice 
elected  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States^ 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  tiiat  office." 

Mr.  BsaTOM  gave  notice  that  he  ahonld  oali 
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up  the  preceding  resolutions,  for  ooofiideration, 
a  week  from  the  next  Monday. 


Fbidat,  January  9. 
Ifavy  Pennon  Fund. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AfEiftirs,  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in 
the  public  service,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
object  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea,  was  to  extend  the 
time  of  certain  pensions  which  had  been  al- 
ready granted  on  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;  and 
that  the  amendment,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, was  intended  to  repeal  another  law,  now  in 
existence,  in  relation  to  the  same  fund ;  that,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  correctly 
whether  it  were  proper  to  concur  in  the  bill  on 
the  table,  or  to  amend  it  as  proposed  by  the 
committee,  it  might  be  usefrd  that  he  should 
briefly  advert  to  the  origin  of  the  fund,  its 
present  state  and  situation,  and  the  future 
prospects  which  were  supposed  to  attend  it. 
The  Navy  Pension  Fund  had  its  date  in  1800. 
Prior  to  that  time,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  early  periods  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, pensions  hieid  been  occasionally  granted 
to  distinguished  and  meritorious  Army  and 
Navy  officers,  but  no  distinct  fhnd  had  existed 
for  the  payment  of  those  pensions,  prior  to  the 
year  1800.  At  that  time.  Congress  passed  a 
law  in  which  the  prize  money  that  had  accrued 
during  the  quasi  war  with  France,  in  1798,  and 
all  money  tnat  should  thereafter  accrue  to  the 
United  States  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  should, 
forever,  be  appropriated  as  a  pension  fund,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  those  offidiers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  had  been  disabled  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  become  entitled  thereto ; 
and  the  futh  of  the  United  States  was  en>ress- 
ly  pledged,  if  the  fund  should  be  found  insufficient 
for  this  purpose,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
from  its  other  sources  of  revenue ;  but,  in  case 
there  should  be  a  surplus  income  from  the  fund, 
beyond  the  charges  on  it,  that  then  such  sur- 
plus should  be  applied  to  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, and  for  such  as,  by  a  course  of  long-con- 
tinued and  faithful  services,  might  merit  the 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  in 
1800,  but  the  law  of  that  year  no  further  ap- 
plied to  the  cases  now  tmder  consideration, 
than  that  it  shows  the  commencement  and  ob- 
ject of  tiie  fund ;  that  it  was  to  be  perpetual ; 
that  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged 
to  supply  any  deficiency ;  and  that  part  of  the 
original  appropriation  constituted  a  part  of  the 
existing  fund  at  the  present  time,  and  carried 
along  with  it  all  the  provisions  of  the  original 
law. 


Thus  tlie  fund  rested  until  after  the  cfs- 
mencement  of  the  late  war  between  the  \liM 
States  and  Great  Britain,  when,  in  Jumj, 
1818,  an  act  was  passed,  providing  thst,  if  aj 
officer  of  the  Navy  or  marines  should  be  klBei, 
or  die  by  reason  of  a  woond  received  k  tk 
line  of  his  duty,  the  widow  or  child  of  sidk 
officer  sliould  be  entitled  to  recdve  a  peosia 
for  five  years,  equal  to  the  half  monthlj  pif  ef 
such  deceased  officer.  The  next  yesr,  IBU, 
the  same  provision  was  extended  to  soia 
and  marines ;  the  penaons  under  both  ofto 
acts  expired  in  course ;  and,  in  1818  aod  161^ 
other  acts  were  passed,  giving  to  those  wbott- 
joyed  them  an  extended  term  of  five  Jua^ 
making  the  pension  for  ten  years  instesd  d 
five ;  they  have  now  again  expired,  or  n 
about  expiring,  and  the  purpose  of  the  presot 
bill  is  to  give  them  an  extended  open&a  of 
five  years  more,  making  the  term  of  fidM 
years  instead  of  ten,  as  last  provided. 

In  determining  this  question,  the  onlj  iottf- 
esting  point  with  regim  to  it  was,  vhetkff 
the  income  of  the  fund  was  sufficient  for  ttii 
charge  upon  it ;  for  if  it  were  not,  as  tbefKth 
of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  nuke  ^ 
any  deficiency,  an  inconvenient  dmm  might  b« 
made  upon  its  other  resources.  It  had  bea 
endeavored,  therefore,  to  ascertain  this  vi& 
precision,  and  Mr.  L.  believed  he  could  t«x 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  show  the  sitnatioo  of  tba 
fund,  even  so  late  as  the  first  of  the  preatf 
month. 

There  were  then,  as  he  understood,  on 
the  Navy  pension  list,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  male  pensioners,  re- 
ceiving -  -  -  -  (S7,29 
Sixty-nine  widows  and  orphans,  of 
whom  there  were,  as  he  believed, 
only  three  children,  receiving       -     W^ 

To  which  might  be  added,  the  salaiy  of  the 
secretary  of  the  fund,  and  some  oontii^efit  tf- 
penses,  probably  making  the  aggre^^ 
bursement  for  the  past  year  amount  to  P^w^ 

Against  this  was  to  be  placed  the  inooDMtf 
the  fund,  which  consisted  of  $781,411,  infesW 
in  the  most  secure  fund  on  the  face  of  theeii^ 
the  funded  debt  of  the  United  State»-wlu» 
gave  an  interest  this  year  of  $45,984. 

Ninety-nine  thousand  five  hundred  tm  ^ 
dollars,  most  unfortunately  invested  in  ^ 
stock  of  one  of  the  local  banks,  which,  for  ^ 
last  six  months,  gave  no  dividend,  and  pR»wv 
would  not,  for  a  considerable  time  to  eo»Ji 
and,  on  which  investment,  if  the  stock  ^ 
now  sold,  a  loss  would  he  sustained  b/v^ 
fund,  of  $70,000.  And  $29,000  of  othtf  j** 
stock,  of  better  credit,  in  the  District,  wli«»" 
wodd  estimate  as  yielding,  annnallj,  i  foii'**' 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum;  ^®  ^^ 
ing,  as  the  gross  product  of  the  fond,  wo» 
$6,000— and  leaving  a  balance  in  ftror  twe- 
o^  of  $10,000. 
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This,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  a  cheering  view  of  the 
subject^  the  nnfortunate  investment  notwith- 
standing; and,  reoolleoting  that  the  fund  has 
been  created  hj  the  gallant  enterprise  of  those 
whose  descendants  enjoyed  it,  that  it  was 
abundant  for  the  purpose,  and  the  pensioners 
to  whom  it  was  to  be  given  had  been  selected 
heretofore  as  being  worthy  of  the  patronage, 
and  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
as  the  representtaives  of  those  who  had  nobly 
offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  patriotism, 
anil  had  splendidly  illustrated  the  naval  char- 
acter of  tneir  country,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  there  could  be  no  hesitancy  in  giving  the 
extended  term  proposed,  and  in  concurring 
with  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepreeenta- 
tives,  which  the  committee  unanimously  re- 
commended. 

The  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  bill, 
and  which  provided  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  the 
present  system,  remained   to  be  considered. 
The  law  referred  to,  was  that  of  1817,  to 
amend  and  explain  an  act  for  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in 
the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States ;  which,  probably,  orig^ated  un- 
der tbe  influence  of  one  of  those  impulses  of 
humanity,  which  do  so  much  honor  to  nations 
as  well  as  individuals,  but  which  was  so  broad 
and  naked  in  its  provisions,  that,  when  under- 
stood— and  a  knowledge  of  it  was  now,  he  be- 
lieved, fast  extending — as  to  absorb,  if  acted 
OQ  according  to  its  letter,  not  only  any  surplus 
which  the  fund  might  give,  but  also  to  make  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  public  Treasury.     The  act 
provides  that,  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine, 
belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  die,  (the  expression  gives  a  prospective 
operation,  and  the  law  is  unlimited  as  to  dura- 
tion,) or  shall  have  died,  since  1812,  in  conse* 
quence  of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties,  or 
of  injuries,  reoeived  while  in  the  line  of  his 
duty — ^his  widow  or  child  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
half  monthly  pension  for  five  years ;  and  under 
the  wording  of  this  act,  it  is  contended  that, 
admitting  men  are  received  into  service  in  good 
health,  scarcely  a  death  can  occur,  but  what 
nay  be  traced  or  attributed  to  some  disease, 
casiuilty,  or  ii^ury,  received  in  the  course  of  his 
daty ;  and  the  marine,  perhaps  a  loose  or  itin- 
erant member  of  society,  who  enlisted  yester- 
day, if  killed  last  night,  while  on  duty  as  a  sen- 
tinel  round  the  Oapitol,  by  the  fall  of  a  tile 
from  its  roo^  or  who,  firom  patroling  its  damp 
ircades,  caught  a  catarrhal  affection,  producing 
eoDBumption   and  terminating  in  death — ^the 
seamen  who  died  in  the  Congress  frigate  off 
Manilla,  or  at  the  Havana,  Siose  who  were 
nfferers  under  Captain  Spence  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  victims  to  the  epidemic  at 
Thompson's  Island  the  last  simimer,  are  all  of 
them  entitled  to  give  to  their  widows,  or  chil- 
^n,  if  they  have  them,  a  right  to  the  claim  of 
a  pension  or  half  monthly  allowance  of  five 
years,  under  the  present  act.    This,  he  would 
9bierve,  is  not  an  idle  apprehension;  cases 


have  occurred  under  it,  and  are  increasing, 
while  the  commissioners,  unwilling  to  admit  a 
construction  which  they  do  not  believe  was 
ever  contemplated,  are  still  precluded  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  {torn  decisively  rejecting  the 
claims  which  have  already  arisen,  and  which 
cannot  but  rapidly  multiply. 

It  never  was,  nor  could  have  been,  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Government  to  give  to 
every  common  seaman  or  marine,  who,  in  time 
of  peace,  might  die  by  disease  contracted,  or 
casualty  occiurring  in  the  course  of  his  dutv,  a 
right,  after  a  day  or  month's  service,  to  piaoe 
his  widow  or  his  child  on  tbe  pension  list  for 
five  years ;  it  was  a  perversion  of  the  peniuon 
act,  although  the  literal  construction  was  a  cor- 
rect one,  as  he  imderstood,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
oonmiissioners,  as  well  as  others ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  this  evil,  after  most 
scrupulously  guarding  the  rights  of  all  those 
who  had  received  pensions,  and  of  all  those  al- 
so who  might,  by  possibility,  be  entitled  to 
them  up  to  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
the  amendment  now  offered  wos  recommended, 
and  in  this  recommendation  the  committee 
were  also  mianimous.  The  effect  of  it,  if 
adopted,  would  be,  to  restore  the  pension  fund 
to  Its  original  and  legitimate  uses;  one  of 
whichj  and  perhaps  tbe  most  important,  was 
to  excite  to  deeds  of  noble  daring,  and  chival- 
rous achievement,  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
our  country,  by  the  assurance  which  was  given 
them  that,  if  superannuated  after  long  and 
faithfhl  services,  or  if  disabled,  they  womd  re- 
ceive succor  from  their  Government;  or  if 
slain,  or  dying  from  honorable  wounds,  that 
their  widows  and  orphans  should  receive  sup- 
port, at  least  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  the 
proceeds  of  a  fund,  which  oxight  sacredly  to  be 
preserved  for  these  most  usenil  ptirposes ;  leav- 
ing new  or  individual  cases  which  may  occur 
hereafter,  to  be  provided  for  according  to  tiieir 
merits. 

These,  Mr.  Llotd  said,  were  the  views 
which  influenced  the  committee,'  and  which  he 
had  thought  it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  com- 
municate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johitbon,  of  Kentucky, 
who  also  offered  some  remarks  on  the  subject, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 


WsDNBSDAT,  January  14 

Nicholas  Yak  Dtkx,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

F&nnona  to  WidatM  and  Children  of  Pertom 
slain  in  the  Privateer  Service, 

Mr.  Pabbott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  road : 

JUtolved,  Th«t  the  Committee  OB  Naval  Affaizs  be 
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iiutnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  oontina> 
iDg  the  penaionfl  heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the 
imowB  and  orphans  of  persona  slain  in  the  priyate> 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may 
have  died  in  consequence  of  any  aoddent  or  casualty 
which  occurred  on  board  such  Tessels  during  the 
late  war. 


Thubsdat,  January  15. 

Thomas  Oiatton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the 
yaoancy  occnsioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Offisar  A.  Hodney,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Friday  January  16. 
The  Bight  of  Pre-emption. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  unfa- 
yorable  to  the  petition  of  Oolonel  Alexander  A. 
White,  who  petitioned  Congress  to  grant  him  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  of  public 
land,  which  he  had  settled,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  Riyer. 

Mr.  JoHMBOK,  of  Loubiana,  moyed  to  reyerse 
the  report,  and!,  in  support  of  this  motion,  he 
explained  the  nature  of  the  claim,  and  offered 
his  yiews  at  some  length.  It  appears,  fh>m  his 
statement,  and  from  uie  papers  which  he  read, 
that  the  petitioner  was  a  distinguished  officer  of 
the  late  war ;  that  when  disbanded  in  1815,  being 
unable  to  purchase  lands,  and  not  knowing  that 
the  act  of  Congress,  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Louisi- 
ana, had  expired,  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  situated  on  the 
Mississippi  Riyer,  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton 
Rouge,  and  had  built  houses,  drained  lands,  and 
made  considerable  improyements  thereon ;  that 
he  had  n^e  a  public  road,  and  a  leyee,  for  near 
three  miles  in  front  of  the  land,  which  had  re- 
claimed a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  lands 
from  the  inundation  of  the  riyer,  and  added 
greatly  to  the  yalue  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
yicinity.  He  prayed  that  Congress  would  grant 
him  a  donation,  or  pre-emption  right  to  the  land 
in  question. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
against  the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  petition- 
er had  settled  in  yiolation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1807,  prohibiting  settlements  upon  the  public 
lands.  He  contended,  that  the  act  alluded  to 
was  passed  to  meet  one  or  two  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  not  to  preyent  emigra- 
tion to  the  West,  and  that  Congress  had,  in 
numerous  instances,  since  that  act  passed,  grant- 
ed the  pre-emption  right  to  settlers  in  the  new 
States  and  Territories ;  that  sound  policy  requir- 
ed that  the  practice  should  still  be  continued ; 
that  it  should  be  the  object  of  the  Goyemment 
to  strengthen  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the 
Union,  by  a  dense  white  population ;  that  such 
a  population  was  particularly  required  in  Louisi- 
ana to  protect  the  country  against  internal 
commotion  and  external  inyasion;  and  he  ar- 


gued to  show,  that  such  a  coarse  would  opecisa 
eyen  to  the  adyantage  of  the  6oyemmeBt,ifli 
pecuniary  point  of  yiew,  as  it  would  add  to  tbi 
yalue  of  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  complained  of  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the 
Goyemment,  in  not  surveying  ana  brii^ 
into  market  the  public  lands  in  Loaisiaitt,  ii 
consequence  of  which,  those  who  had  remoTed 
to  that  country  had  not  been  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  purchaang  public  lands:  and  tbt 
emigration  had  been  repeUed  fi*om  the  oonntij. 
Mr.  J.  contended,  that,  from  the  circamsta&fies 
he  had  stated,  this  was  one  of  the  strongat 
cases  which  could  occur;  that  the  petitkios 
had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit;  thtf 
he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  men  and  served 
with  great  reputation  throughout  the  Gnk 
war;  that,  at  New  Orleans  in  an  attack  on  the 
enemy,  he  was  seyerely  wounded,  in  considen- 
tion  of  which,  and  for  his  gallant  ooodud  ob 
that  occasion,  he  was  brevetted  to  the  rank  of  s 
lieutenant  Colonel.  Mr.  J.  said  that,  if  distis- 
guished  seryices.  if  gallant  conduct  in  actios,  i 
wounds  receiyea  in  fighting  the  battles  of  th* 
country,  giye  claims  upon  the  fayorable  oob- 
sideration  of  the  Goyernment,  Colonel  White 
was  entitied  to  that  consideration.  He  oob- 
duded  by  remarking,  that  the  honorsUe  vtmr 
ber  who  commanded  at  New  Orleans,  (aflod' 
ing  to  General  Jackson,)  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, testify  to  thegallantry  and  distingnisied 
sendees  of  Colonel  White. 

Mr.  Jackson  confirmed  the  representatiM 
which  had  been  made  of  the  meritorioos  coa- 
duct  of  Colonel  White,  in  the  campaign  atUet 
Orleans,  where  he  was,  in  the  battle  of  the  2» 
December,  severely  wounded ;  and  Mr.  J.  ob- 
seryed  that,  if  gallant  conduct,  meritorious  s*- 
yices,  and  severe  sufferings,  entitied  any  man  to 
the  boon  he  asked  for  from  the  Government,  w 
one  could  have  stronger  claims  than  ColoscI 
White,  and  he,  for  one,  should  give  the  peti- 
tioner his  vote.  ^ 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  subject,  which,  froo 
the  number  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen  wi» 
engaged  in  it,  and  the  earnestness  and  atofig 
displayed,  rendered  it  interesting,  and  wooW 
have  entitled  it  to  a  full  report,  had  the  priBO- 
pie  involyed  not  repeatedly,  heretofore,  beentw 
suWect  of  the  deliberations  and  acts  of  Cans'* 

Besides  the  gentiemen  above  ^*^®^  *^? 
plication  of  the  petitioner  was  advocsted  ?f 
Messrs.  Smith,  Lanman,  Bjorroiy,  and  3vf^\ 
and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Babtos,  ^^^ 
Van  Dyke,  Chandler,  Babboub,  Ki>'^^^  ,j! 
York,  and  Maoobt.  In  support  of  the  cm 
were  urged  principally  the  reasons  stated  al» 
— ^the  merits  and  services,  and  poverty, «  ^ 
petitioner ;  the  worthless  quality  of  the  laWij* 
its  natural  condition,  before  the  petitioner  mj 
reclaimed  it  by  his  kbor,  by  the  erectwn » 
embankments  to  keep  the  river  from  ovfffl^'^ 

it,  &c. ;  the  additional  yalue  which  tf^S 
mentand  the  improvements  gave  to  nefehoor^ 

public  lands ;  the  propriety  of  ^^]aj^ 
emptive  rights  to  encourage  the  settlement « 
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vraste  public  lands ;  former  exoeptioDB  made  by 
Oongress  to  the  law,  &o.  On  tne  other  hand, 
were  nrged  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation, 
iolemnlv  adopted  by  Oongress,  in  the  passage  of 
an  act,  forbidding  all  persons  from  setting  down 
on  any  of  the  pablio  lands;  the  impropriety  of 
holding  ont  encouragement  to  persons  to  yioiate 
the  law  by  granting  pre-emption  to  this  peti- 
tioner who  had,  contrary  to  law,  established 
himself  on  the  pablio  lands ;  that  in  acting  on  such 
a  case  the  merits  of  the  individual  (which  all 
acknowledged)  ooght  not  to  be  taken  into  con- 
aideration;  that  if  the  prohibitory  law  was 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  bat  while  in  exist- 
ence it  ought  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not 
have  impunity  and  encouragement  held  out  to 
disregard  and  violate  it,  &c 

The  debate  continued,  with  much  animation, 
until  three  o^olock. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Hr.  Johnson's 
motion  to  reyerse  the  report  and  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Menrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticat,  Hayne,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Loniaiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Tal- 
bot—11. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Barboar,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D*Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  £1- 
liott,  Flndlay,  Gullardi  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Misaisrippi,  King  of  New  York,  Khigfat,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Uoyd  of  Massaohnsetts,  Lowrie,  Mdl- 
▼aine,  Macon,  Milla,  Noble,  Palmer,  Panott^  Rng- 
^ea,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van 
Boron,  Van  I>yke,  and  Wllliama--82. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed 
to.* 


Monday,  January  19. 

Nicholas  Wabx,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed  during 
the  last  seasion,  attended,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Boad  in  the  T&rritory  qfArhamag, 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
«^  An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  mak- 
ing a  road  Irom  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nesseCf  to  little  RocIl  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas*/' and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  fin*,  to-morrow. 

WsDinESDAT,  January  21. 

Dakol  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States^  and  President  of  Uie  Senate, 
attended. 

*  This  debate,  and  tbe  vote  which  followed  It,  will  show 
tti«  low  point  at  which  the  pre-emption  system  stood  at 
that  time  In  Congress— a  system  which  was  afterwards 
flbv^t  up  luts  general  popnhurity,  and  beeame  Inoorporatad 
as  a  permancikt,  and  most  benefldal  part  of  the  public  bad 
vystsn. 


Fublie  Lands — Bepeal  of  Trespam  Act — iV^ 

0mption». 

The  resolution  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  proposing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of 
Congress,  *^  preyenlang  settlements  being  made 
on  the  public  lands,  until  authorized  by  law," 
was  again  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  the  resolution, 
said  that)  in  the  discussion  which  had  tidcen 
place  a  few  days  since,  upon  tlie  claim  of  Col- 
onel White,  the  act  mentioned  in  this  resolu- 
tion had  frequently  been  alluded  to,  and  several 
members  had  expressed  their  opinion  that  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Being  of  the  same  opin- 
ion himself,  knowing  that  the  operation  of  the 
law  was  very  ii\]urions  to  the  Interests  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  believing  that  it  could 
never  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Government  to 
prevent  the  settlement  of  its  landfi;  he  had  pro* 
posed  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  repealing 
tliat  law.  He  thought  that,  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  settlement  of  these  lands,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage 
it  Vast  tracts  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana yet  remain  unsettled,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  State,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, to  do  any  thing  towards  their  settle- 
ment. Many  of  the  lands  in  question  had  not 
even  been  surveyed.  The  power  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  such  lands,  waste  and  useless  to 
the  State  in  which  they  are  situated,  is  doubted 
by  many  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelli* 

rit  men.  It  was  an  opinion  tatertained,  Mr. 
said,  by  many  persons,  who  were  highly 
competent  to  Judge  in  such  a  case,  that  when 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  powers  belonging  to  the 
other  States,  tiiat  it  had  a  right  to  the  control 
over  these  lands—at  any  rate,  to  whcunsoever 
this  power  belongs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  settle- 
ment of  lands  ought  to  be  fiicilitated,  and  with 
a  view  to  that  object,  he  had  submitted  this  res- 
olution; as  it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry  into 
the  exnediency  of  repealing  the  law,  he  trusted 
it  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  thought  it  an  un- 
usual course  to  refer  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a 
committee ;  as  it  could  as  well  be  settled  by  the 
Senate,  without  such  reference.  He  dissented 
entirely  from  the  opinions  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana — ^he  thought  the  true 
policy  of  the  country  was,  to  prohibit,  by  all 
possible  means,  the  unlawful  settlement  of  its 
lands.  These  lands  had  been  purchased  of  the 
Indians,  with  money  from  the  public  Treasury 
— surveys  had  been  instituted,  at  great  expense 
to  the  nation — and  the  prices  which  the  Gov- 
ernment now  puts  upon  its  lands,  are  so  very 
low,  that  no  reasonable  man  can  require  thiU 
they  should  be  lees.  The  terms  npon  which 
they  are  offered,  are  highly  advantageous  to 
every  one  who  is  desirous  to  go  there,  and 
make  settlement  Although  the  policy  of 
France  and  Spain  had  been  different,  in  regard 
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to  the  settlement  of  pnblic  lands,  yet,  Mr.  K. 
thought  oor  policy  flar  the  most  nnezception- 
able,  as  it  provides  for  a  regular,  Just,  and 
moral  settlement,  by  fair  and  legal  titles. 
Every  one  who  wished  to  become  the  possessor 
of  a  portion  of  the  land  in  question,  could  easily 
acquire  a  sure  title  to  it.  If  such  a  regular  and 
orderly  settlement  was  to  be  produced,  it  could 
only  be  done  by  adhering  to  the  srstem  which 
the  Government  has  adopted.  Mr.  K.  asked 
gentlemen  to  consider,  if  the  public  lands 
were  thrown  open  to  every  one  who  saw 
fit  to  settle  upon  them,  withotit  price  and 
without  title,  whether  there  could  be  any 
guarantee  for  the  security  of  property,  in  such 
a  settlement 

If  those  extensive  tracts  of  country  of  which 
the  gentleman  bad  spoken,  were  settled  in  that 
way,  men  would  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make 
laws  for  the  people,  who  had  themselves  en- 
tirely disregarded  the  laws  and  the  rights  of 
property.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  be  de- 
plorable indeed.  The  only  men  who  are  fit  to 
make  laws  for  the  people,  are  those  who  hold 
their  property  by  a  just  and  fair  title.  He  be- 
lieved that  Congress  had  ever  been  willing  to 
do,  and  had  done,  every  thing  that  was  fair 
and  equitable,  to  encourage  the  settlement  of 
the  public  lands ;  and  he  had  fdways  thought 
that  the  system  now  acted  on  had  greatly  ad- 
vanced that  object  The  greatest  difficulties 
which  had  been  encountered  in  the  business, 
had  arisen  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  titles.  If  this  law,  which  is  so 
necessary  to  the  credit  and  the  happiness  of  the 
country,  were  repealed,  such  a  repeal  would 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  subvert  the  proper 
settlement  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment 

Mr.  Johnson  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  Enra. 
Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Benton,  made 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject ;  and  the  reso- 
lution was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma^ 
jority. 


TmiBSDAT,  January  22. 

Amendment  of  the    Cofistitutum—Boad    and 
Canal  Making  Power  within  the  States* 

Mr.  Van  Burbn  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given  on  Wednesday  last,  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
roads  and  canals.  He  said  he  was  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  man,  to  frequent  alterations  of 
the  form  of  government  under  which  we  live, 
but  he  would  make  no  apology  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Senate,  in  so  imposing  a 
form  as  that  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion. He  would  not  do  so,  because  he  was  en- 
tirely convinced  that  no  one  could  dispassion- 
ately consider  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
to  which  his  resolution  relates,  without  feeling 
the  imperious  necessity  of  some  constitutional 


provision  on  the  subject  It  was  not  his  ime- 
tion,  at  this  Ume,  to  enter  into  the  discoasRa 
of  tiie  matter ;  he  would  only  sobmit  one  v 
two  general  remarks  in  relation  to  it  Of  th 
importance  of  the  question,  it  was  not  DeccoBgy 
to  speak.  Sufiice  it  to  say,  that  in  its  scofte, 
it  embraces  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  aa  ua> 
limited  extent,  and  in  its  result  must  affect,  u 
far  as  the  agency  of  the  Federal  Goveraoest 
was  concerned,  the  future  internal  improTemeBS 
of  a  great  and  flourishing  country.  la  the  pow- 
er to  make  roads  and  canals,  within  the  Sttfe, 
DOW  vested  in  the  Federal  Government?  la- 
dividuals,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  may  give  their  ia- 
pressions,  with  their  reasons*  for  the  vancMi 
ingenious  constructioDS  they  pat  npon  the  Af- 
ferent parts  of  tlie  constitution,  to  make  oit 
that  this  power  exists ;  but  all  candid  men  wil 
admit  that  there  are  few  questions  more  nnsel- 
tied.  Whilst,  in  some  States,  the  power  is  oai- 
versally  conceded,  and  its  exercise    londly  re- 

Suired,  in  others,  its  existence  ia  as  gnsmBj 
enied,  and  its  exercise  as  ardently  rented. 
Is  there  cause  to  believe  that,  aa  the  oonstita- 
tion  now  stands,  a  construction  will  obtua, 
which  will  be  so  far  acquiesced  in  as  to  be  rs- 
garded  and  enforced  as  one  of  the  established 
powers   of   the    General    Government?     He 
thought  there  was  not     For  aboat  twecty 
years,  this  subject  had  been  one  of  ccMistaat 
and  earnest  discussion.    Efforts  have,  at  vari- 
ous tiipes,  been  made  in  Oongresa  to  exerase 
the  power  in  question.    They  have  met  aone- 
times  with  more,  and  sometimes  with  Isa^ 
favor.    Bills^  containing  the  assertion,  and  di- 
recting the  exercise  of  this  power,  have  pa^ed 
the  two  Houses,  and  been  returned,  with  objec- 
tions,  by  two  successive  Presidents,  and  falkd 
for  want  of  the  constitutional  nugority.    Ihs 
last  Congress  and  the  Executive  were  arrayed 
against  each  other,  upon  the  question,  and  as 
far  as  a  recent  vote  of  the  other  House  may  be 
regarded  as  evidence  of  the  present  opinion  cf 
Congress,  there  is  every  reason  to  b^eve  that 
such  is  now  the  case. 

The  Government  has  now  been  in  operatkn 
rising  of  thirty  years ;  and  although  the  aiil;^ 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  interest,  no  kw 
clearly  embracing  the  power  has  ever  yet  been 
passed.    There  is,  therefore,  but  little  reasoa 
to  hope,  that,  without  some  constitutional  |ao- 
vision,  the  question  will  ever  be  settled.    If 
the  General    Government   has  not  now  ths 
power,  Mr.  Y.  B.  said,  that  he  for  one,  thou^ 
that,  under  suitable  restrictions,  they  ought  to 
have  it    As  to  what  those  restrictions  oo^ 
to  be,  there  might,  and  probably  would,  be 
diversity  of  opinion.    But^  as  to  t)ie  absMt 
proposition,  that  as  much  of  the  ftuods  of  the 
nation  as  could  be  rdsed,  without  o]^iresROO, 
and  as  are  not  necessary  to  the  discharge « 
existing  and  indispensable  demands  upon  tbe 
Government,  should  be  expended  npon  intenul 
improvements,  under  restrictions  regarding  the 
sovereignty  and  securinff  the  equal  intereatot 
the  States,  he  presumed  there  would  be  little 
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difference  of  opinion.    He  oonld  not  but  hope, 
that  those  who  think  the  better  construction  of 
the  constitution  is,  that  Congress  now  have  the 
power,  would  also  consent  to  some  amendmeDt. 
They  must,  at  all  events,  admit  that  it  is  far 
from  being  a  clear,  and  oertainlj  not  a  settled 
matter,  and  in  view  of  the  dan^r  always  at- 
tendiuff  the  exercise  of  a  doubtful  right  by  the 
Federal  Government   against  the  perseverinff 
opposition  of  the  several  States^  they  would 
decide  whether,  instead  of  contesting  this  mat- 
ter as  it  has  been  done  for  so  many  years,  it 
would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  na- 
iXoD^  as  well  as  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
to  place  the  matter  on  well-defined  ground. 
Tliere    were    many  strong    reasons  why   he 
thouffht  this  course  ought  to  be  pursuea,  and 
which,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  urge.    For  the  present,  he  would 
nmply  add,  that,  independent  of  the  collisions 
of  State  interests,  which  this  power  is  more 
likely  than  any  other  to  produce,  the  exercise 
of  it  in  the  present  state  of  the  constitution, 
and  with  an  Executive  whose  reading  of  it 
should  be  different  from  that  of  the  present, 
and  the  two  who  last  preceded  him.  could  not 
fiiil  to  be  grossly  unequal  among  tne  States ; 
because  it  is  well  known  that  there  were  some 
States  w^ho  have  invariably,  and  who  will,  as 
long  as  they  prefer  the  inviolabUity  of  the  con- 
stitution to  their  local   interest,  continue  to 
oppose  the  exercise  of  this  power  with  them. 
Without,  therefore,  the  ability  to  prevent,  they 
would  be  excluded  frx>m  the  benefits  of  its  ex- 
ercise.   The  course  now  pronosed  had  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  last  Congress  by 
the  present  Executive,  and,  when  the  subject 
came  up  for  discussion,  he  would  endeavor  to 
show  that  its  adoption  was  called  for  by  the 
beet  interests  of  the  nation. 

Leave  was  then  granted,  and  Mr.  Van 
BusEN  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading : 

**JUtolved,  fpe^  That  the  foHowiog  amendment 
of  the  Conatitation  of  the  United  States  be  propowd 
to  the  L^giiUtares  of  the  aeveral  SUfees : 

'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals :  bat  all  money  appropriated  for  this  pupose, 
•hall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  ao- 
eording  to  the  last  enumeration  of  their  respective 
nnmbera,  and  applied  to  the  making  and  repairing  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  States,  as  Con- 
gress may  direct ;  bat  any  State  may  consent  to  the 
^ypropriation  by  Congress  of  its  qaota  of  sach  appro- 
pmtbn  in  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads  and 
canals,  without  its  own  limits ;  no  sach  road  or  ca- 
ittl  shall,  however,  be  made  within  any  State,  with- 
,oat  the  consent  of  the  Legislatnre  thereof  and  all 
SQch  mooej  shall  be  so  ezMnded  under  their  direo- 
tlpn.»» 


*  It  will  be  perceired  that  this  proposed  smendmeut  of 

the  eomtttDtlon  only  extends  to  Statst^  there  being  no 

tveitton  sbont  the  power  of  Congrees  to  make  these  im- 

pfOTements  in  the  Territories— even  of  poralj  loonl  ohar- 
ister. 


Fbidat,  January  28. 
8loap§  of  War. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  condder,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops 
of  war  for  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pasbott  said  that  upon  examination  into 
this  subject,  he  had  found  that  the  Government 
had,  at  different  times,  built  twelve  or  thirteen 
vessels  of  the  description  proposed  to  be  built, 
under  this  act;  that  this  class  of  vessels  were 
of  the  greatest  use,  both  in  peace  and  war; 
that  the  experience  of  the  last  year  furnishes 
proof  enouffh  of  their  utility.  The  outrages 
committed  by  the  pirates  in  the  West  Indian 
seas  had  shown  the  necessity  of  vessels  of  such 
a  size  as  were  best  fitted  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. In  1808,  Oongress  had  authorized  the 
building  of  four  vessels  of  sixteen  guns;  in 
1804f  two  others  were  built;  and  in  1818,  six 
additional  vessels  of  the  same  class — ^making, 
in  the  whole,  twelve  vessels.  Bv  shipwreck, 
decay,  and  disaster,  a  considerable  portion  of 
these  vessels  were  lost ;  and  there  now  only  re- 
mained three  or  four  of  them,  and  those  not  of 
the  best  kind.  By  passing  this  act,  Oongress 
would  only  restore  the  former  number  of  sloops 
of  war.  The  great  amount  of  our  trade  to  the 
West  Indies,  reouiring  the  protection  of  the 
Grovemment,  could  be  protected  in  no  better 
way  than  by  this  dass  of  vessels;  and  when 
their  general  utility  and  efficiency  were  con- 
sidered, Mr.  P.  hoped  the  biU  would  not  be 
opposed.  He  said  if  the  bill  should  pass,  that 
probably  all  the  vessels  would  not  be  built  this 
year,  and  that  the  money  would  not  be  called 
for  immediately;  probably  three  years  would 
elapse  before  the  ten  vessels,  authorized  by  the 
bill,  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  Chandlbr  had  no  objection  to  this  dass 
of  vessels;  but  he  thought  the  Navy,  both  in 
respect  to  the  large  and  the  small  vessels,  was 
about  to  be  increased  beyond  what  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  require.  lie  believed 
that  if  five  vessels,  of  the  class  proposed  in  the 
bill,  were  built,  it  would  be  amply  sufficient. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  ten  "  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  stating  it  as  his  opin- 
ion Uiat  the  economy  and  convenience  of  the 
service  required  an  addition  of  as  many  as  ten 
vessels  of  this  dass.  Mr.  L.  made  some  few 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill.  He  said  that 
the  small  number  of  navy  yards  on  our  sea- 
coast,  rendered  it  probable  that  not  more  than 
five  or  six  of  the  vessels  would  be  built  the 
present  year,  if  the  act  passed  in  its  present 
shape;  and,  consequently,  that  not  more  than 
$400,000  or  $500,000  of  the  money  would  be 
wanted  within  the  year,  and  that  economy  in 
building  them  would  be  promoted  by  this  de- 
lay, as  the  timber  could  be  purchased,  and  time 
allowed  for  it  to  aeaaon. 
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Mr.  Smith  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have 
Bomo  regard  to  ^he  finanoes  of  the  oonntry, 
while  acting  upon  hills  of  this  kind,  and  to  re- 
collect that  this  specific  appropriation  was  over 
and  above  the  annual  appropnation  of  $600,000 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy ;  that  not  only  the 
cost  of  bailding  these  vessels  should  be  taken 
into  view,  but  also  the  annual  expense  of  sup- 
porting them  afterwards;  that  the  great  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt  and  other  purposes, 
should  be  considered.  He  hoped,  if  the  bill 
should  pass,  that  the  building  of  these  vessels 
would  not  be  confined  to  those  places  where 
the  nav J  yards  were  established,  but  that  con- 
tracts would  be  made  in  other  ports,  in  order 
to  give  their  mechanics  a  share  of  the  business. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  for  he  was  always  in  favor  of  giving 
time  for  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  raise  his 
voice  against  building  any  public  vessels  by 
contract ;  he  would  not  vote  one  dollar  to  build 
by  contract.  The  pernicious  effects  of  this 
mode  of  building  had  been  sufficiently  proved. 
In  Great  Britain,  public  vessels  built  by  con- 
tract had  frequently  rotted  before  they  were 
off  the  stocks. 

Messrs.  Holmxb  of  Maine,  Llotd  of  Mary- 
land, Magon,  and  Lowbib,  each  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  Tuesday  next,  prevailed. 


Monday,  January 

7'he  Marquis  Be  Lqfayette, 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States,  re- 
ported the  following  amended  resolutions : 

The  Marquis  De  Lafayette  having  expressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  country : 

Reaolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of  RepreaetUatwee 
^  the  United  States  of  America^  m  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  oommnnicate  to 
him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  affectionate^  at- 
tachment still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Qovemment 
and  people  of  the  United  StateSb 

And  he  it  further  resolved,  That,  whenever  the 
President  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national 
ship  (with  suitable  accommodation)  be  employed  to 
bring  him  to  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Hatns  said  that  the  committee,  to  whom 
these  resolutions  were  referred,  had  directed 
him  to  report  them  in  a  shape  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  meet  the  wishes  and  accord  with 
the  views  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I 
may,  said  he,  be  permitted,  individually,  to  in- 
dulge this  hope,  not  only  from  the  character  of 
the  proposition,  but  also  from  the  unanimity 
which  prevailed  in  the  committee,  composed,  as 


it  was,  with  the  single  exception  of  him  whs 
now  addresses  you,  of  statesmen  and  soldiers  d 
the  Revolution;  men  who  have  foDglit  and 
bled,  or  suffered  in  the  cause  of  th^r  coontry, 
and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  hi^bot 
respect. 

I  have  seldom,  said  Mr.  Hatnk,  had  a  mon 
delightful  duty  to  perform  than  that  of  report- 
ing these  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  Ms^v 
De  Lafayette — ^resolutions  intended  to  give  ex- 
pression to  the  feelings  of  veneration  and  a^ 
tachment  which  the  people  of  the  United  Stata 
have  always  cherished  for  that  gallant  soUaa 
and  devoted  patriot.  After  an  absence  from 
this  country  of  nearly  half  a  century,  his  ser- 
vices are  still  "  freshly  remembered,'*  while  Ub 
virtues  are  enshrined  in  every  American  heart. 
There  are  men  still  left  among  ua  who  w«e  his 
companions  in  arms,  or  who,  from  their  h%h 
stations  in  the  public  service,  witnessed  his  a- 
ertions  in  the  field.  I  behold  some  of  tfaen 
now  around  me,  occupying  seats  in  tfaia  HaQ, 
and  honoring,  by  their  presence,  the  coandlscf 
their  country ;  men  whose  heads  have  indeed 
been  bleached  bv  the  revolution  of  many  win- 
ters, but  whose  hearts  time  has  had  no  power 
to  cnill.  Their  bosoms  still  swell  with  palriotie 
emotions,  and.  the  warm  current  of  nnhrokea 
affection  rushes  strongly  towards  the  friends  of 
their  youth  and  their  old  companions  in  arms. 
Perhaps  there  exists  no  stronger  tie  than  that 
which  binds  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  those 
with  whom  he  has  shared  common  dangers  and 
achieved  common  victories.  Such  men,  said 
Mr.  H.,  will  excuse  me,  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body  will  indulge  me,  while  I  dweJl 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  character  and  ser- 
vices of  the  gallant  Lafiiyette^  We  are,  it  is 
true,  no  strangers  to  his  history,  jet  we  buj 
recall  some  of  the  incidents  of  his  Ufe  with  per- 
fect satisfaction,  as  few  men  have  ever  exhibited 
so  much  purity  in  motive  and  so  much  virtue  in 
conduct 

The  era  of  the  American  Revolution  fooad 
the  Marquis  Lafayette  a  young  man,  (only  nine- 
teen years  of  age,)  in  attendance  at  the  Court 
of  his  sovereign,  the  King  of  France.     A  noble- 
man by  birth,  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  the 
heir  to  a  large  fortune,  he  might  be  said,  in  the 
language  of  Lord  Byron,  to  have  been  "^  bred  an 
aristocrat.''     That  the  earliest  reflections  of 
such  a  man  should  have  made  him  aspire  to  the 
character  of  the  benefactor  of  mankind ;  that 
his  very  first  step  should  have  placed  him  by 
the  side  of  patriots  and  heroes  who  were  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  freedom,  establishes  beyond 
all  question  that  he  was  a  man  ^'  cast  in  no  com- 
mon mould."    While  other  noblemen  of  his  age 
and  standing  were  swelling  the  pomp  and  pa- 
geantry of  power,  he  resisted  the  blandiahmeDti 
of  the  Oourt;  closed  his  breast  against  the  in- 
fluence of  pleasure ;  tore  himself  from  his  kin- 
dred and  his  native  land  to  vindicate,  in  Amer> 
ica,  the  rights  of  man.    It  is  rooorded  by  tfas 
historians  of  the  day,  that  the  American  Gom- 
missioners  at  Paris,  in  oonsequenoe  of  an  uofik 
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rorable  turn  in  the  tide  of  oar  affairs,  strongly 
lissuaded  the  yontiiftil  soldier  from  taking  that 
leciflive  step,  and  it  is  positivelj  asserted  that 
he  French  monarch,  so  far  from  encouraging 
he  enterprise,  actually  issued  orders  for  his 
irrest  They  were  unayailing;  for  what  ob- 
itacles  are  insuperable  to  the  noble  in  soul — ^the 
irm  in  heart — the  steadfast  in  purpose  ?  La- 
iiyette  fitted  out  an  e3i>edition  at  his  own  pri- 
rate  expense,  and  embarked  himself  and  his 
brtnnes  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  arrived 
kt  Charleston  early  in  1777,  and  notwithstand- 
ng  his  extreme  youtli,  was  immediately  ap- 
)ointed  by  Congress  a  M^jor  General  in  the 
^erican  Army.  From  that  period  to  the  ter- 
nination  of  the  contest,  he  performed,  wit^  ex- 
mordinary  zeal  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  inci- 
lent  to  his  exalted  station,  and  proved  himself 
m  all  occasions,  a  high-minded  and  accom- 
)li8hed  gentleman,  a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  con- 
nimmale  captain.  At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine 
le  freely  shed  his  blood  in  our  service,  and  in 
Jie  campaign  of  1781  he  was  intrusted  by 
KTashtngton  with  the  command  of  a  separate 
inny  for  the  defence  of  Yirginia.  He  fulfilled 
ihat  high  duty  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
[>>mmander-in-chief,  and  to  the  admiration  of 
die  whole  country.  It  is  sufficient  praise  to 
»}[  that,  on  that  occasion,  he,  with  a  very  in- 
erior  force,  baffled  the  skill  and  frustrated  the 
)lan8  of  the  "  all-accomplished  Cornwallis." 
^  All  who  knew  Lafayette  during  the  Revoln- 
ion,  bear  united  testimony  to  his  uncommon 
nerit.  The  histories  of  that  day  are  filled  with 
nstances  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
But  why  multiply  proofs  ?  His  best  eulogy  was 
imbraoed  in  a  single  sentence:  WAsmNoroN 
009  Ait  friend  !  Witness  the  letter  written  by 
lis  own  hand,  while  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  (soliciting 
he  release  of  the  Marquis  from  the  prison  into 
rhich  he  had  been  thrown,)  breathing  in  every 
ioe  a  brotherly  affection ;  and  in  which  he  de- 
ilares,  '*  that  his  friendship  for  the  Marquis  La- 
ayette  has  been  constant  and  sincere.'^  Wabh- 
RQTON  never  forgot — ^he  never  ceased  to  love 
dm ;  and  his  last  will  affords  evidence  that  he 
iberished  for  him  feelings  which  not  even  the 
prospect  of  death  could  extinguish.  Lafayette 
tid  not  leave  our  shores  until  he  had  seen  us  a 
^  and  independent  nation;  and  from  that 
Doment  to  the  present  he  has  claimed,  as  the 
irou4est  of  his  titles,  that  of  an  American 
atizen. 

I  will  pass  over  the  troubles  in  which  he  has 
»en  constantly  involved  since  his  return  to 
^nce,  with  the  single  remark,  that  it  will  be 
toorded  by  the  canaid  historian  of  this  event- 
U  age,  that,  amidst  scenes  of  blood,  in  which 
mhappy  France  has  been  steeped,  the  hands  of 
Ayette  were  unstained ;  and  though  sur- 
!oiinded  by  temptations,  before  which  Uie  best 
hearts  and  best  mrnds  of  Europe  have  fallen,  he 
1*8  •*  held  fast  his  integrity  to  the  end."  The 
dnited  States  have  at  no  period  been  unmindfbl 
)f  the  debt  which  they  owe  to  the  Marquia  La- 


fayette. They  have  recorded  their  gratitude, 
not  merely  by  repeated  votes  of  thanks,  but  by 
more  substantial  deeds ;  nor  should  it  ever  be 
forgotten  that  it  was  an  American  citizen  who 
opened  the  doors  of  his  dungeon  at  Olmutz. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these  resolutions 
are  superfluous,  or  that  they  add  nothing  to  the 
expressions  of  the  national  gratitude.  The 
moral  effect  of  measures  of  this  character  is 
very  great  They  act  on  public  opinion,  (that 
lever  by  which  the  modem  world  is  moved ;) 
they  purify  public  feeling  and  ennoble  public 
sentiment,  teaching  the  rising  generation  the 
great  lessons  of  patriotism  and  of  duty.  Re- 
publics have*  been  charged  with  ingratitude, 
and  Europeans,  ignorant  of  the  whole  structure 
of  our  Government  and  the  course  of  our  poli- 
cy, have  supposed  that  the  charge  is  justified 
by  our  own  example.  But  when  it  sh^  at 
some  future  period,  come  to  be  known  abroad 
how  the  United  States  have,  on  all  occasions, 
acted  towards  the  Marquis  La&yette ;  when  it 
shall  be  understood  that,  in  addition  to  the 
other  proofs  of  our  gratitude,  (which  I  am  not 
disposed  here  to  enumerate,)  we  approached 
him  in  his  old  age  with  the  expressions  of  our 
affectionate  attachment;  it  may  perhaps  be  ac- 
knowledged that  there  can  be  no  better  inher- 
itance than  the  gratitude  of  a  free  people. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  entitled  to  some  weight  It  is  the 
moral  effect  of  the  proposed  measure  on  our 
own  country.  Ko  one  acquainted  with  the 
American  character  can  doubt  that  the  Marquis 
Lafayette  will  meet  with  such  a  reception  here 
as  is  due  to  the  friend  of  Washingtok.  He 
will  be  met  by  the  few  survivors  of  the  Revo- 
lution, (his  former  companions  in  arms,)  witii 
the  warmth  of  an  .old  and  tried  affection ;  he 
will  find  in  the  hands  of  some  of  them  the  treas- 
ured memorials  of  his  ancient  friendship;  he 
will  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  millions  of 
fireemen.  How  enviable  will  be  liie  feelings  of 
that  venerable  man,  when,  in  traversing  this 
great  Republic,  he  shall  behold  everywhere  the 
triumph  of  order,  peace,  political*  and  religious 
liberty,  unexampled  prosperity,  and  unequalled 
happiness  I  and  when  he  shall  feel,  and  Know, 
and  hear  it  everywhere  acknowledged,  that 
these  blessings  are  in  part  the  fruit  of  his 
efforts  I 

The  Marquis  Lafliiyette  has  e&gnified  his  wish 
to  visit  our  country.  He  must  not  be  suffered 
to  approach  it  as  an  undistingui^ed  stranger. 
He  must  come  protected  by  the  flag  under  which 
he  has  so  often  fought  and  so  often  conauered. 

These  resolutions  are  worthy  of  the  National 
Legislature ;  they  will  find  a  response  in  every 
American  bosom.  I  hope,  I  trust,  they  will 
pass  the  Senate  as  they  have  done  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  happiest  moment  in  the  life  of  the  Mar- 
quis Lafayette  was  probably  that  when,  finding 
Uiat  France  had  acknowledged  the  indepnendence 
of  the  United  States,  he  rushed  into  the  pres- 
ence of  Wabhihqton,  and  throwing  himself  on 
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the  boBom  of  his  friend,  burst  into  a  flood  of 
patriotic  tears.  Bat,  should  we  pass  this  reeo- 
lation,  he  is  destined  to  experience  still  more 
exalted  happiness,  when  he  shall  be  assured,  by 
the  nnanimons  vote  of  the  American  Congress, 
"of  the  grateAiI  and  affectionate  attachment 
still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Goyemment  and 
people  of  the  United  States, '^  and  when  he  shall 
be  hailed  by  ten  millions  of  freemen  as  their 
benefactor. 

Mr.  Chakdlbb  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  select  committee. 
It  was  unanimously  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time;  and,  subsequently,  had  its 
third  reading,  by  general  consent,  And  passed. 


Tuesday,  January  27. 
Sloops  of  War. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war,  for  the  na- 
yal  service  of  the  United  States.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Lloto,  of  Massachusetta,  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  words,  "  as  soon  as 
suitable  materials  can  be  procured,"  and,  also, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  respecting  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  in  support 
of  the  bill.  He  went  generally  into  a  consider- 
ation of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  gave,  at 
length,  an  illustration  of  the  useftilness  and 
gallantry  of  f^e  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, by  the  addition  of  the  ten  sloops 
of  war  proposed  in  the  bill,  whether  considered 
in  reference  to  a  due  apportionment,  or  classifi- 
cation, of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States ; 
as  a  school  for  the  preparation  of  officers  for 
higher  and  more  important  commands ;  and  as 
a  measure  of  economy,  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  the  larger  vessels  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  on  our  own  coasts,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  in  the  Pacific;  and  concluded 
by  expressing  his  hope,  that  as  many  of  the 
sloops  of  war  should  be  authorized  to  be  buQt 
forthwith  as  suitable  materials  can  be  provided 
for;  and  that  preparation  be  made  for  building 
the  remainder,  not  exceeding  ten,  the  year  en- 
suing. 

Mr.  Chaitdleb  was  still  opposed  to  this  bill 
— ^he  had  no  objection  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary — ^but 
he  thought  it  better  not  to  build  vessels  faster 
than  the  service  required ;  and  that  five  vessels 
would  be  as  many  as  were,  at  this  time,  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  providing  that 
the  materials  for  building  the  vessels  in  question 
should  be  prepared — ^for  he  thought  it  highly 
necessary  that  the  timber  should  be  season^ — 
and  he  presumed  the  attention  of  the  Navy  De- 
pai'tmenc  would  be  confined  to  the  purchase  of 
the  timber  only,  at  present  He  thought  it  was 
not  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  a  consid- 
eration of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Navy. 


Those  who  were  once  opposed  to  the  KavjU 
now  become  its  friends.  At  one  tame  tkn 
had  been  a  general  antipathy  towards  a  Nnj, 
particularly  among  the  persons  th«i  compoiBi 
one  of  the  great  parties  in  the  ooimti7;k 
himself,  had  always  been  in  favor  of  it 

But  still  it  is  possible  we  may  go  too  6r  ii 
the  business  of  increasing  the  Navy.  It  iiit 
ways  an  indispensable  duty  to  keep  an  ej«  ■ 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Congreea  Efaoril 
not  go  to  such  expenditures  on  account  d  As 
Navy  as  to  make  that  unpopular  which  m 
now  popular.  This  consideration  had  mM 
him  to  make  the  remarks  on  this  subject  wMii 
he  made  to  the  Senate  the  other  day.  AsH  b 
felt  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  MassaciiiB^ 
had  seen  fit  to  amend  the  biD  so  as  to  take  tb 
sense  of  the  Senate  upon  his  view. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  he  had  not  yet  obtunedfti 
information  to  which  he  had  alluded  wha  tiai 
subject  was  before  the  Senate  some  days  sae^ 
and  was  not  quite  satisfied  to  vote  for  the  \SL 
He  wished  to  know  what  disposition  was  to  te 
made  ^  of  these  vessels,  if  built  He  belienl 
those  which  we  had  already,  of  the  samedai^ 
had  been,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  tffli 
since  the  war,  out  of  employ ;  and,  if  thisvai 
the  case,  it  certsdnly  could  not  be  titceauj^ 
increase  the  number.  If  the  vessels  wen  ib- 
solutely  requisite  for  the  good  of  the  s^rioa,!! 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  building  tiN^ 
even  if  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  money  fr 
the  purpose.  He  thought,  however,  that  lab 
of  this  nature,  making  large  appropria^ 
ought  to  originate  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Pabbott  made  a  few  remarks  in  &?«■ 
the  bQl,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  obserratio^ 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  oonsideratioo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayitb,  the  bill  was  pfl* 
poned  to  Friday  next,  and  made  the  order  a 
the  day. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ortu 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  £4r; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  8. 
Frivateer  Prnmon  FunSL 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Ogo- 
mittee  on  Naval  AflEairs,  to  whom  the  solg» 
was  referred  on  the  16th  ultimo,  by  a  resatew" 
of  the  Senate,  made  a  report,  accompanied^  * 
bill  extending  the  term  of  pensions  g****** 
persons  disamed,  and  to  the  widows  and  orpU" 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  hate  ** 
in  consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  r«j^ 
ed  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  IwardttJ 
private  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  doj 
the  late  war ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  rwj 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading.  ^ 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  n»  • 
the  Senate.    It  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  a  law  of  the  United  SutM>  I««?ii'5 
26,  1812,  entitled  « An  act  «>™)«™^J%S 
marque,  prizea,  and  priie  goods,"  it  was  '"^^^ 
two  per  centum  on  the  net  amount^  after  dedscBiB 
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11  chMiges  ftnd  expenditures  of  the  prise  money  •ridng 
Km  ctq»tared  vesaelB  and  ceigoes,  and  on  the  net 
anoant  of  the  selvage  of  TeaseU  and  oatgoea,  lecap- 
■led  by  the  private  anned  yesaeU  of  the  United 
States,  shall  bo  secured  and  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
fsoch  captured  or  recaptnx^  vessel  may  airive  in 
he  United  States,  or  to  the  consul  or  public  agent  of 
be  United  States,  residing  at  the  port  or  place  not 
irithin  the  United  States,  at  which  such  captured  or 
ecaptured  ves9els  may  arrive  ;  and  the  money  ansing 
herefrom  shall  bo  held,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  by  the 
rovenmient  of  the  United  States,  as  a  fund  for  the 
Qpport  and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
rounded  or  disabled  on  board  the  private  armed  ves« 
eb  of  the  United  States,  in  any  engagement  witii  ih» 
nemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such  manner 
•  may,  thereafter,  be  by  law  provided ;  that^  by  a  law 
rthe  United  States,  passed  Febmaiy  18,  1818,  enti- 
led "  An  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
f  private  armed  ships,*'  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
ras  required  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
ike  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation 
0  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  seaman, 
IT  marine,  who,  on  board  any  private  armed  ship  or 
isssel,  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  snail 
lave  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  and  to  allow  certain  rates 
if  pensions,  therein  prescribed,  payable  firom  the  said 
b»d,  and  from  no  other ;  which  said  last-mentioned 
kot  was  ezpkined  by  an  act  passed  August  8,  1818, 
ntitled  ''  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regn- 
atmg  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  aimed 
rescels;  and  that,  by  another  act,  passed  March  8, 
1814,  entitled  '*  An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orj^ians 
ind  widows  of  persons  slain  m  the  public  or  private 
irmed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  pensions  were 
nthorized  to  be  granted,  for  the  term  c^five  years,  to 
he  widows,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  children,  of 
hose  who  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of 
heir  duty;  which  said  term  of  five  years  was  extended 
0  a  furUier  term  of  five  additional  years^  by  an  act 
lund  Aprfl  16,  1818,  entitled  *<  An  act,  in  addition 
o  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
if  penons  alain  in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
Jnited  States,"  in  whicn  further  provisbn  was  also 
aade  for  the  widows  or  children  of  any  officer,  sea- 
nan,  or  marine,  who  should  have  died  since  June  18, 
812,  in  consequence  of  an  accident  or  casualty  which 
ocurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on  board  a  pri- 
ate  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  committee  further  report  that  the  pensions 
jnnted  or  continued,  under  the  aforesaid  acts  of 
lar\:h  8,  1814,  and  April  16, 1818,  have  now  expired, 
r  are  about  expiring ;  that  the  fund  has  its  origid 
xclusively  from  the  retention  of  a  property  which 
rould  otherwise  have  belonged  to  the  parties,  or  their 
oonections,  receiving  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  faith 
r  responsibility  of  t&  Government  is  not  otherwise 
BpUcatod,  with  regard  to  this  fund,  than  that  it 
bould  become  its  curator  or  guardian,  from  a  princi- 
le  of  providence  and  benevolence,  for  the  purpose  of 
flbrding  a  shelter  and  support  to  those  of  the  brave 
ad  hardy  seamen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  time 
f  war,  may  jeopard  their  lives  in  battle  on  the  moun- 
sin  wave,  and  thus,  although  in  private  armed  ves- 
sl^  promote  the  general  interests  of  their  countiy,  by 
IS>tressing  the  commerce,  and  by  impairing  the  mer- 
ttitile,  if  not  naval,  marine  of  its  enemy;  that  the 
lith  of  the  nation  is  not,  in  any  degree,  pledged  for 


the  sufficiency,  nor  for  any  appropriation  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  this  fbnd ;  that^  by  a  faithful  administration 
of  its  concerns,  and  a  distribution  of  its  proceeds,  as 
far  as  they  will  meet  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
provided,  the  Goveomment  will  have  fulfilled  all  its 
duties  in  relation  to  those  who  are  interested  in  it,  and 
that  those  duties  will  have  honorably  expired  with  tho 
extinction  of  the  means  in  which  they  originated. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that,  from  infor- 
mation obtained  firom  the  Navy  Department,  it  ap- 
pears there  are,  at  this  time,  on  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  so  called,  and  which  is  the  fund  herein  refer- 
red to,  ninety-seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  diere  are  also  ninety-nine 
widows,  or  orphans,  of  person  slain  or  lost  in  private 
anned  vessels^  who  now  derive  relief  therefrom ;  that 
the  afgnegate  annual  amount  of  their  pensions  is 
$17,608 ;  that  the  principal  of  the  fund  consisU  of 
$181,869  64  of  the  six  per  cent,  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  giving  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17, 
leaving  a  deficit,  including  expenses,  of  about  $10,000, 
which  has  been,  and  must  be,  supplied  as  occasion 
may  require,  by  a  sale  of  part  of  the  stock  belonging 
to  tiie  fund,  involving  a  consequent  diminution  there- 
of^ and  which  it  has,  heretofore,  been  indispensable  to 
make,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  bearing 
date  January  24,  1814,  accompanying  this  report, 
and  which  the  oommittee  request  may  b^yeoeived  and 
couBidered  as  part  thereof)  leaving,  however,  mora 
than  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for,  and  meet  a 
stni  fbrther  extension  of  the  pensions  already  granted, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  present 
term  allowed  by  law ;  and  the  committee,  therefore, 
respectfrilly  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Navt  DKPAsncairr,  Jan,  24, 1824. 

Sm :  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  havb  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, inoniring  into  **  the  present  state  of  tiie  Privateer 
Pension  Fund,  as  regards  the  principal  and  income 
thereof)  and  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  it,  with 
the  amount  of  their  pensions;''  and  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiurs  ofthe  Senate,  that  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund  oonsists  solely  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  $181,869 
64,  yielding  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17.  Ninisly- 
seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  and  the  widows  or  children  of  ninety-nine 
persons^  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  derive 
relief  from  the  fund,  and  are  authorized  to  receive, 
annually,  the  amount  of  $17,608,  viz :  the  ninety- 
seven  disabled  persons  are  entitled  to  receive  $6,664, 
and  the  ninety-nine  vridows,  or  their  orphans,  at  the 
rate,  per  annum,  of  $10,944. 

The  pensions  to  tiie  persons  disabled  are  granted 
during  the  continuance  of  their  disability,  and  those  to 
the  widows  or  orphans  for  the  term  often  years.  The 
commenoement  of  the  pensions,  respectively,  takes 
place  at  diilerent  periods  between  the  18th  of  June, 
1812,  and  the  termination  ofthe  late  war  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  all  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  and 
orphans  will  expire  between  this  and  the  Ist  day  of 
April,  1825.  The  number  of  invalid  pensioners  has 
been  considerably  dimtniahed  by  death ;  and  of  tho 
ninety-seven  still  retained  on  the  Ust,  several  have  not, 
for  several  years  past,  claimed  their  pensions  It  is 
probable  some  of  them  are  dead ;  some  have  recovered 
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ftom  the  eflfocta  of  the  injuries  they  had  nittained ; 
and  othen  are  absent  &om  the  United  States* 

PeDsbns,  to  the  annua]  amount  of  $20,568,  have 
been  granted  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  one  hundred 
and  nlnety-fleven  persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed 
vessels ;  and  ninetj-eight  of  these  pensions,  amount^ 
log,  annually,  to  |9,624,  have  expired ;  some  by  the 
limitation  of  their  term ;  some  by  death,  and  others 
by  the  intermarriage  of  the  widows,  without  leaving 
ohildren  who  had  been  under  sixteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  their  parent's  decease. 

The  money  which  accrued  to  the  Privateer  Pen- 
tioD  Fund,  and  by  which  it  is  constituted,  arising 
from  a  deduction  of  two  per  centum  on  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  prise  money  from  captured  vessels  and  Uieir 
cazgoes,  and  also  on  tiie  salvage  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes recaptured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  was,  successively,  on  its  receipt  into 
the  Tieasuiy,  invested  in  stock  of  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  stock  thus  acquired  was,  at  one  time, 
$209,580  65 ;  but  the  interest  on  ibis  sum,  $12,- 
674  84,  proving  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the 
nnmerous  claims  admitted  under  the  different  acts 
authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions,  especially  under  the 
act  approved  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  it  became  in- 
dispensable either  to  sell  part  of  the  principal,  or  ap- 
ply to  Congress  for  a  special  appropriation  in  aid  of 
tho  ftmd.  The  former  course  was  preferred,  and 
stock  to  the  «»lue  of  $87,451  80  has  been  sold,  at 
Various  times,  since  June,  1819 ;  and,  to  meet  the 
8cmi*annual  payments,  which  will  become  due  on 
the  first  days  of  January  and  July,  every  year,  fur- 
ther sales  of  the  principal  will  be  inevitable,  until,  at 
least,  the  whole  of  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  shall  have  been  liquidated. 

Should  the  honorable  committee,  of  which  yon  are 
chairman,  desire  more  particular  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  a  detailed  report  on  the  suUect, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  27&  of 
March,  1820,  to  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 
89ir}f  Prwatter  Pensim  fSmd. 

Hon.  Jomr  Llots^  Chmrmtm,  ^c. 


TuKSDAT,  February  8. 

Amendment  of  the  dmetitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  hy  a  direct 
Vote  of  the  People, 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  proposition 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  amend  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was 
again  taken  up.  Mr.  Bsnton  resumed,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  on  the  subject)  as  given 
entire  as  follows : 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  offer  no  apolo^ 
for  attempting  to  amend  the  constitution.  It 
was  his  right,  and,  if  sincere  in  his  belief  of  its 
necessity,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  appre- 
hended no  evil  from  the  multitude  of  amend- 
ments proposed,  but  thought  it  more  probable 
that  beneficial  amendments  would  be  rejected 
than    that    iigurious  propositions   would  be 


adopted.  It  was  no  eai^  thing  now  to  c^ 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution.  The  diffiea}^ 
of  carrying  an  amendmoat  through  the  prooa 
of  ratification,  presented  a  great  obstacle,  ni 
the  temper  of  the  American  people  presestBi 
another,  not  less  formidable.  Though  M  i 
law-making,  even  to  superfluity,  upoo  sabjeob 
of  ordinary  policy,  the  people  ^soover  no  &> 
position  to  mAke  alterations  in  their  fundameBk- 
al  code.  On  this  point  they  seemed  cfisposed  Is 
answer,  like  the  old  English  Parliamenti,  ite 

E reparations  were  made  to  change  the  coomn 
iw,  ^  Ifolumue  legee  angUm  muiarV*  Ap> 
plauding  this  sentiment,  Mr.  B.  said  it  behoorei 
him  to  justify  himself  to  the  Senate  for  hsfiif 
submitted  a  proposition  of  amendment  Tk 
justification  could  be  readily  made.  It  wodl 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  case  had  oooomi 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitotion  had  fast- 
seen,  and  for  which  they  had  {yrovided  a  rb- 
edy  by  providing  the  means  of  ameDdmeBt 
These  great  men  Knew  that  it  was  one  thing  to 
lay  down  a  plan  of  Gbvemment  upon  ^tfo, 
and  another  to  put  that  Government  into  pne- 
tical  operation.  They  knew  that  the  tbeoiy 
might  be  p^ect,  and  the  practice  vicious; 
that  experience  was  the  only  infallible  t^o^ 
good  or  bad  institutions ;  and,  despising  thet^ 
rogance  of  an  overweening  ooafidence  in  tb 
pcnrfeotion  of  their  own  work,  they  not  opiT 
provided  the  means  of  amending  the  ooiutito- 
tion,  but  thej  relied  upon  this  capability  flf 
amendment  as  one  of  the  chief  aignmentB  ii 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  instrument  iM 
Their  language  was,  ^'  experience  must  gpdfl 
our  labor;  time  must  bring  it  to  perfediflD; 
and  the  feeling  of  inconvenienoe  must  oorreefi 
tiie  mistakes  into  which  we  inevitably  M  in 
our  first  trials  and  experiments."— -^JPVtieralti^ 
No,  S5.)  In  this  spirit  they  provided  a  iBoda 
for  reforming  the  constitution,  and  gave  ^ 
power  of  originating  the  reform  both  to  tte 
Federal  and  the  State  Governments,  that  neitltf 
might  be  dependent  upon  the  other  for  &e  ex* 
eroise  of  a  power  on  which  its  own  preaervatiA 
might  depend.  In  fixing  upon  the  manfiff  of 
miudng  amendments^  they  nattered  themaelTei 
that  they  had  hit  upon  a  mode  equally  rsoo^ 
from  that  extreme  facUitnr  which  would  mao 
the  constitution  too  mutahle,  and  that  exM* 
difficulty  which  would  give  perpetuity  to  8» 
detectea  defaults.  And,  if  they  have  ared  «i 
this  Judgment,  they  have  erred  upon  the  w 
side ;  upon  the  side  of  difficulty,  and  not  (^ 
cility,  in  changing  the  principles  of  cor  fiBO^ 
mental  code. 

The  amendment  submitted  aj^liea  to  tu» 
part  of  the  constitution  which  relatea  to^ 
election  of  President  and  Vice  Freddeat  of  w 
United  States.  Stripped  of  formal  P*"**^iJ5 
minute  provisions,  and  it  presents  four  distiBtf 
propositions  to  the  consideration  of  the  Som^' 

1.  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Boo- 
toral  districts. 

2.  To  discontinue  the  use  of  intero*"** 
Electors. 
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8.  To  oommit  the  eleotion  to  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people. 

4.  To  oontiaae  the  umpirage  of  the  Hoiue 
of  Representatiyea^  in  all  oases,  in  which  no 
sandiaate  has  received  a  minority  of  the  whole 
Qiunber  of  votes. 

The^r»t  of  these  proportions  has  often  been 
l)efore  the  Senate;  the  wGOfnd  and  ihifrd,  are 
now  considered  new,  becanse  it  is  forgotten 
tliat  thej  were  offered  and  discnssed  in  the 
Oonvention  which  Aramed  the  constitntion; 
ind  ih^  fowih  is  strictly  defensive,  intended 
to  sQstain  a  part  of  the  oonstttntion  now  in 
Toroe. 

Mr.  Bkntok  proceeded  to  argae  the  proposi- 
tions in  the  order  laid  down. 

Fvnt:  To  divide  the  United  States  into 
Electoral  districts. 

We  are  stmck  with  the  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  mannei'  of  choosing  Electors  in  different 
parts  of  the  Union.  Seven  States,  entitled  to 
WTenty  Electors,  choose  them  by  districts; 
leven  others,  entitled  to  seventy-one  Electors, 
afaooee  them  by  a  legislative  ballot;  and  the 
remaining  ten,  entitled  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  cnoose  them  by  a  general  ticket.  In 
the  old  monarchies  of  Europe,  a  want  of  uni- 
fbnnity  in  the  operation  of  the  Qovemment  is 
nainraj,  because  they  are  composed  of  conquer- 
ed provinces,  badly  amalgamated,  and  each  re- 
taining ti  part  of  its  former  laws  and  customs ; 
bnt,  in  the  United  States,  composed  of  sever- 
aagnties  voluntarOv  united,  and  all  acting  under 
the  same  clause  of  the  same  constitution,  made 
by  themselves,  such  deviations  are  most  un- 
ftatnral,  and  imply  a  great  fault  in  the  constitu- 
don  itself,  or  in  its  a£nimstration  by  the  State 
Legislatures.  The  evil  of  a  want  of  uniformity 
in  tlie  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  is  not 
limited  to  its  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  face  of 
mr  €K>vemment,  but  goes  to  endanger  the 
rights  of  the  people,  by  permitting  sudden  al- 
terations on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  to  an- 
lihilate  the  right  of  the  small  States,  by  en- 
ibling  the  large  ones  to  combine,  and  to  throw 
iH  their  votes  into  the  scale  of  a  particular  can- 
Hdate.  These  obvious  evils  make  it  certain 
that  any  uniform  rule  would  be  preferable  to 
ihe  present  state  of  things.  But,  m  fixing  on 
mi^  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  select  that 
irhich  is  calculated  to  give  to  every  portion  of 
ihe  Union  its  due  share  in  the  choice  of  the 
DMef  Magistrate,  and  to  every  individual  citi- 
Mi  a  fiiir  opportunity  of  votins  according  to 
bis  win.  This  would  be  effected  by  adopting 
the  Diitriet  Syvtem,  It  would  divide  every 
State  into  distncts,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  votes  to  be  given,  and  the  people  of  each  dis- 
trict would  be  governed  by  its  own  majority, 
nd  not  by  a  m^ority  existing  in  some  remote 
part  of  the  State.  This  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  rights  of  individuals :  for,  in  entering  into 
sode^,  and  submitting  to  be  bound  by  t£e  de- 
cision of  the  nuijority,  each  individual  retained 
the  riglit  of  voting  for  himself  wherever  it  was 
practicable,  and  of  being  governed  by  a  major- 
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ity  of  the  vicinage,  and  not  by  minorities 
brought  flrom  remote  sections  to  overwhelm 
him  with  their  accumulated  numbers.  It  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  interests  of  aUparts  of  the 
States ;  for  each  State  may  have  difierent  inter- 
ests in  different  parts ;  one  part  may  be  agri- 
cultural, another  manufacturing,  another  com- 
mercial; and  it  would  be  ui^ust  that  the 
strongest  should  govern,  or  that  two  should 
combine  and  sacrifice  the  third.  The  district 
system  would  be  agreeable  to  the  intention  of 
our  present  constitution,  which,  in  giving  to 
each  Elector  a  separate  vote,  instead  of  giving 
to  each  State  a  consolidated  vote  composed  of 
all  its  Electoral  8uffi*ages,  deariy  intended  that 
each  mass  of  persons  entitied  to  one  Elector, 
should  have  the  right  of  giving  one  vote,  accord- 
ingto  their  own  sense  of  their  own  interests. 

The  general  ticket  ^rstem,  now  existing  in 
ten  States,  was  the  ofB^rinff  of  policy,  and  not 
of  any  disposition  to  |pve  &ir  play  to  the  will 
of  the  people.  It  was  adopted  by  the  leading 
men  of  those  States,  to  enable  them  to  consoli- 
date the  vote  of  the  State.  It  would  be  easy  to 
prove  this  by  referring  to  &ots  of  historical  no- 
toriety. It  contributes  to  give  power  and  con- 
sequence to  the  leaders  who  manage  the  elec- 
tions, but  it  is  a  departure  from  the  intention 
of  the  constitution ;  violates  the  rights  of  the 
minorities,  and  is  attended  with  many  other 
evils.  The  intention  of  the  constitution  is  vio- 
lated, because  it  was  the  intention  of  that  in- 
strument to  give  to  each  mass  of  persons  enti- 
tied to  one  Elector,  the  power  of  giving  that 
Electoral  vote  to  any  candidate  they  preferred. 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  violated,  because  a 
m%|ority  of  one  will  carry  the  vote  of  the  whole 
State.  This  principle  is  the  same^  whether  the 
Elector  is  chosen  by  general  ticket  or  by  legis- 
lative ballot;  a  mi^rity  of  one,  in  either  case, 
carries  the  vote  of  the  whole  State.  In  New 
York,  thirty-fliz  Electors  are  chosen ;  nineteen 
is  a  mij<M:ity,  and  the  candidate  receiving  this 
mijori^  is  fidrly  entitied  to  count  nineteen 
votes;  but  he  counts,  in  reality,  thirty-ox;  be- 
cause the  minority  of  seventeen  are  added  to 
the  minority.  These  seventeen  votes  belong  to 
seventeen  masses  of  people,  of  forty  thousand 
souls  each,  in  all  six  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand people,  whose  votes  aro  seized  upon,  taken 
away,  and  presented  to  whom  the  mtjority 
pleases.  Extend  the  calculation  to  the  seven- 
teen States  now  choosing  Electors  by  general 
ticket  or  legislative  ballot,  and  it  will  &ow  that 
three  miUions  of  souls,  a  population  eaual  to 
that  which  carried  us  tlirough  the  Revolution, 
may  have  their  votes  taken  from  them  in  the 
same  way.  To  lose  their  votes  is  the  fate  of  all 
minorities,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  submit ;  but 
this  is  not  a  case  of  votes  lost,  but  of  votes 
taken  away,  added  to  those  of  the  minority, 
and  given  to  a  person  to  whom  the  minority  ia 
opposed. 

Mr.  B.  would  be  unwilling  to  use  a  harsh 
epithet,  bnt  he  considered  this  case  as  amount- 
ing to  an  impressment  of  civil  rights,  more 
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dangdrous  to  oar  liberties  than  the  impressment 
of  our  bodies  by  BritieAi  ships  of  war.  Free 
elections  are  the  comer  stones  of  all  oar  instita- 
tions,  and  oar  citizens  are  safficientlj  sensible 
to  all  attempts  to  destroy  that  freedom  by  vio- 
lence. The  yiolation  of  the  right  of  one  sin- 
gle vote,  by  a  military  force,  would  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  whole  continent,  and  the  dis- 
bandment  of  our  six  thoasand  men  would  not 
be  enough  to  relieve  us  from  future  apprehen- 
sion. Yet  legislative  enactments  may  be  equally 
fatal,  and  are,  in  reality,  more  dangerous  to  t^e 
United  States,  because  less  dreaded. 

A  further  mischief  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem is,  in  subrogating  the  States,  drawing  them 
Qp  against  one  another,  like  hostile  e^ips  in 
battle.  Out  of  this  system  has  sprung  the  anti- 
social words  of  modem  invention — ^  effective 
votes,"  "  operative  votes" — ^as  if  the  States  were 
contending  with  Turks  or  Russians.  This  alien- 
ates the  States  from  each  other,  and  fills  them 
with  hostile  feelings,  and  the  President  elected 
must  become  the  President  of  the  States  which 
choose  him,  and  look  with  coldness  and  resent- 
ment upon  those  which  opposed  him. 

The  choice  of  Electors  by  legislative  ballot  is 
subject  to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
general  ticket  system,  and  to  others  of  the 
gravest  kind.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  an  open  usurpation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

The  words  of  the  constitution  are :  "  Each 
State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress,"  &c. 

The  analysis  of  this  clause  shows  that  two 
powers  are  required  to  act :  first,  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  is  to  direct  the  manner ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, the  State,  which  is  to  appoint  the  Elec- 
tors. 

Are  the  words  ^* State"  and  "Legislature" 
synonymous  ? 

The  word  State  is  a  comprehensive  term.  It 
takes  in  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  government,  but 
idways  reauires  three  constituent  principles,  to 
wit :  people,  territory,  and  sovereignty.  In  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  has  a  pre- 
cise meaning,  too  obvious  to  be  insisted  upon 
here.  It  is  never  confounded  with  the  words 
"Convention"  or  "Legislature."  When  the 
**  State"  is  to  do  a  thing,  the  people  of  the 
State  are  to  do  it,  and  a  legislative  body  \b  not 
competent  to  act,  because  it  is  not  the  State, 
but  a  department  of  it.  The  constitutions  of  all 
the  States  declare  the  legislative  body  to  be  a 
department  only.  Whenever  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  intended  the  Legisdatures 
of  the  States  to  do  an  act  independent  of  the 
people,  it  has  expressed  its  intention  in  terms 
wholly  unequivocal,  as  in  the  appointment  of 
Senators  in  Congress — "The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shoJl  be  composed  of  two  Sen- 
ators from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 


ture thereof  for  six  yeara,'^  &c  In  the  ooa 
of  ratifying  amendments  to  the  oans&oti^ 
the  distinctions  are  again  ezplidt:  "TbeCn- 
gresa,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Eom 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  snuir 
ments  to  this  constitution,  &c^  which  ^  b 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  t^ 
constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  LegialiSn 
of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  or  by  oonvoSiiB 
in  three-fourths  thereof."  It  would  be  tisd 
to  admit  the  Legislature  to  be  the  State,  foc,s 
that  case,  there  would  be  no  State  whm  tit 
liCgislature  was  not  in  session.  Certainly  s 
seems  to  be  a  loss  of  time  to  employ  voi 
upon  a  differeuce  so  palpable ;  but  it  is  neoa- 
sary  to  mark  it,  for  tne  question  now  to  be  dt- 
cided  turns  upon  the  distinction  betveea^ 
appointing  power  of  the  State  and  the  dsn^ 
rial  power  of  the  Legislature,  over  Uie  fcsmd 
the  election. 

No  argument  in  favor  of  this  I^islativs  in- 
tension can  be  bottomed  on  the  word  ^^ 
point."  Literally,  it  may  refer  to  the  art  rf 
any  number.  In  common  parlance,  it  ref5asto 
the  act  of  an  individual,  and  that  indifidoal  i 
superior,  as  "  the  King  appoints  his  Minister* 
In  the  constitution,  it  is  nsed  syDonjmoi4 
with  elect  and  choose.  It  is  so  used  in  an  ififf 
clause  of  this  same  article,  and  in  refereooe » 
this  identical  appointment  of  Electors— ''Cofr 

gross  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  ^ 
lectors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  gi^ 
their  votes,"  &c.  In  fi^e,  the  word  "ippta^ 
was  evidently  used  to  avoid  that  Sgon  a 
speech  which  the  rhetoricians  call  tautopbt^ 
that  ungraceful  repetition  of  sound  whicL  won 
be  produced  by  saying  "  elect  Electors.** 

The  word  "  manner"  can  imply  nothing  ^ 
form — ^as  the  mode  of  conducting  the  electi(i} 
taking  the  votes,  certifying  the  returns,  &.  ^ 

The  word  "  direct"  is  less  susceptible  of  afr 
construction  than  any  one  in  the  clause;  tf^ 
above  all  others,  has  been  fiurthest  deviaw 
from.    It  always  implies  an  address  to  a  thW 
party,  and  never  to  one's  self.    It  is  inc«i»w 
of  being  so  used.    A  man  may  regulate  his  ova 
conduct,  but  he  directs  that  of  others.  A  ^ 
rent  directs  his  child;  a  tutor  directs  his  pop.* 
a  general  directs  the  operations  of  his  army; « 
legislative  body  may  direct  the  people  how  to 
go  through  the  forms  of  an  election;  bntaoij 
cannot  direct  himself;  a  legislative  body  camj 
direct  itself.    There  is  not  a  book  in  the  m^ 
language  which  uses  the  word  in  this  seasc; 
not  one,  from  the  little  primer,  that  oomes » 
us  in  company  with  the  birchen  rod,  up  to  tw 
ponderous  folio  of  Johnson.    No  man  acqeaw; 
ed  with  the  power  of  language  would  so  use  »i 
much  less  tie  eminent  men  who  fr^^^J? 
constitution  with  so  much  abilfty,  ^^"^*^ 
ars  and  statesmen,  and  with  such  scrapm^ 
regard  to  the  precise  meaning  of  ever/  vtffl 
admitted  into  that  important  instrument.  ^^ 
the  Legislatures  of  seven  States  have  so  osw^ 
and  the  question  is,  not  whether  thflj^"^ 
or  wrong,  but  whether  they  have  the  riglit » 
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Iter  the  fixed  meaning  of  a  plain  English  word^ 
br  the  purpose  of  investing  themselves  with  a 
lower  which  the  constitution  had  given  to  the 
leople  of  the  States  ? 

lir.  B.  asserted  the  ohvions  meaning  of  the 
clause  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  conceived 
a  the  following  words:  ^^The  people  of  each 
(tate  shall  elect,  in  such  form  as  the  Le^rislatare 
hereof  may  prescribe,  a  nnmber  of  Electors, 
iqnal,"  &c.  Instead  of  which,  the  Legislatures 
ttferred  to  had  practised  under  it  as  if  written : 
^The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  elect  in 
ach  manner  as  thej  and  each  of  them  shall 
everally  please,  a  number  of  Electors,  equal," 
bo. 

Thus,  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution,  it 
B  dear  tliat  the  people  of  the  States,  and  not 
he  Legislatures  of  the  States,  have  the  right  to 
ihoose  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 

The  construction  put  upon  the  constitution, 
it  the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  the  same 
faing. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
■id,  ^  The  people  choose  the  Electors." 

The  Federalist  sajs  the  same  thing,  in  twenty 
>laces.  No.  68  repeats  it  four  times.  It  de- 
icribes  the  Electors  as  *^men  chosen  by  the 
Mople,  for  the  special  purpose"  of  choosing  the 
President  It  describes  them  as  '*  a  small  num- 
m  of  persons  selected  by  their  fdlow-citizens 
roi#the  general  mass."  It  says  the  oonstitu- 
ion  has  '^referred  the  election  of  the  President, 
n  the  first  instance,  to  an  immediate  act  of  tlie 
leople  of  America,  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice 
»f  persons  for  the  temporary  and  sole  purpose 
xf  making  the  appointment"  And  it  speaks 
■gain  of  the  Electors  as  *^  a  special  body  of  rep- 
ttentatives,  deputed  by  the  society  for  the 
ingle  purpose  of  making  the  important  choice." 

To  this  list  of  authorities  may  be  added  the 
i^egislatures  of  seventeen  States,  which  have 
>rescribed  the  forms  of  choosing  Electors,  and 
aft  it  to  the  people  themselves  to  make  the 
iboioe. 

Having  quoted  these  conetructions  of  the 
onstitution  to  prevent  misapprehension,  Mr.  J. 
rould  give  his  opinion  upon  the  effect  which 
hey  should  have  upon  the  decision  of  the 
lenate. 

He  did  not  admit  that  any  Senator,  or  any 
ther  officer  whose  duty  it  became  to  expound 
he  constitution,  was  bound  by  a  previous  con- 
tmctioii.  He  did  not  admit  that  they  were  in 
he  condition  of  judges,  construing  a  statute, 
ud  tied  down  by  respect  to  their  brothers,  and 
he  practice  of  a  thousand  years,  to  obey  the 
previous  decisions  in  analogous  cases.  Their 
luty  depended  upon  a  peculiar  obligation  to  be 
bund  in  the  constitution  itselfl  M  legators 
lave  been  anxious  to  perpetuate  their  work, 
ind  all  have  had  recourse  to  the  security  of 
^8.  Lycurgus  swore  the  Spartans  to  main- 
ain  his  laws  until  his  return,  then  went  abroad, 
jied,  and  had  his  ashes  scattered  in  the  air. 
Hie  framers  of  the  American  Constitution  in- 
roked  the  aid  of  the  same  security,  but  without 


limitation  of  time  or  circumstance.    In  Article 
0  they  have  required  that — 

^  The  Senators  and  Representatives  in  GongreM, 
the  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatares,  and 
all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  tapport  this  Constitation.'' 

Upon  this  oath,  each  person  intrusted  with 
the  great  duty  of  expounding  the  constitution  is 
bound  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  the  instru- 
ment itself,  whenever  a  question  of  construction 
arises.  He  may  and  ought  to  consult  the  opin- 
ions of  others,  in  order  to  enlighten  his  own. 
He  may  quote  the  opinions  of  others  to  give 
greater  weight  to  his  own ;  but  he  cannot  sur- 
render his  own  in  favor  of  another,  which  he 
believes  to  be  wrong,  without  disregarding  the 
obligation  by  which  he  has  bound  himsdf  to 
supDort  this  constitution. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  Oonvention 
of  1787  to  institute  an  intermediate  body  of 
Electors,  the  attributes  which  they  were  to 
possess,  and  the  dangers  firom  which  thej^  were 
to  be  free,  will  equallv  show  that  legislative 
bodies  were  not  intended  to  choose  the  Eleo- 
tors,  much  less  to  erect  ^emselves  into  Elec- 
toral colleges.  These  reasons,  attributes,  and 
apprehended  danffers,  will  be  found  stated  in 
the  Federalist,  No.  68,  but,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuitv,  wiU  be  presented  to 
the  Senate  under  the  heads  to  which  they  be- 
long: 

1.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty -four  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December. 

2.  They  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  electing  the  President  and  Vice  President 

8.  They  are  to  meet  on  the  same  day  through- 
out the  Union. 

4.  They  are  to  sit  but  one  day. 

5.  The  Electoral  colleges  are  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  caballing. 

6.  They  are  not  to  be  pre-existing  bodies. 

In  bringing  the  legislative  bodies  to  the  test 
of  these  reasons  and  attributes,  they  will  not 
only  be  considered  in  their  apparent  capacity  of 
electors  of  Electors,  but  in  their  real  charactw 
of  Electors  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

First  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  day  of  electing  the 
President 

The  reason  for  fixinff  an  interval  so  short  is 
sufficiently  obvious*  In  the  first  place,  it  de- 
lays the  choice  of  Electors  until  there  is  full 
time  for  aU  the  Presidential  candidates  to  be 
known.  In  the  second  plaoe^  it  allows  no  time 
for  combinations  to  be  formed  between  the 
Electors  of  different  States,  or  for  the  Electors 
themselves  to  be  bribed  or  intrigued  with. 
Yet  the  members  of  the  Legislatures,  in  the 
seven  States  referred  to,  are  elected,  one,  two, 
three,  and  even  four  years  before  the  day  of 
electing  the  President  None  of  them  are  cho- 
sen for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  moat  of 
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tiiem  for  two,  and  the  Senators  of  several  are 
chosen  for  fonr  years  I  The  whole  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  objections  against  which  the 
constitution  .intended  to  guard.  There  is  ample 
time  for  intrigue,  for  corruption,  and  for  com- 
binations. The  voice  of  the  people  has  but  an 
indirect  operation  when  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  are  chosen  one  year  before,  and 
none  when  they  are  chosen  two,  three,  or  four ; 
for,  at  that  time,  the  names  of  the  candidates 
are  unknown,  and  the  Presidential  election  un- 
thought  of  by  the  body  of  the  people. 

Secondly.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President 

The  reason  of  this  qualification  needs  no  il- 
lustration. It  was  clearly  intended  to  close  the 
door  against  the  possibility  of  bartering  votes 
by  giving  to  the  iaectors  but  one  single  subject 
to  vote  upon.  How  will  the  legislative  bodies 
stand  the  test  of  this  reason  ?  '^en  chosen 
within  some  months,  or  a  year,  before  the  time 
of  electing  the  President,  they  are  chosen  partly 
for  that  purpose  and  partly  for  many  other 
purposes.  Some  knowmg  ones,  some  fhrious 
partisans,  and  some  equmly  furious  enemies, 
may  surrender  all  considerations  for  the  angle 
object  of  getting  in  a  man  who  will  be  for  or 
against  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency ;  but  with  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
legislative  duties  will  be  the  first  consideration, 
and  the  PresidentiiJ  election  notJiing  but  an  in- 
gredient, mixing  itself  in  different  proportions 
m  the  main  inquiry.  This  is  the  best  aspect  of 
the  question,  and  must  be  confined  to  elections 
whicn  take  place  within  some  months,  or  within 
a  year  before  the  IVesident  is  chosen.  1*0  those 
which  come  on  two,  three,  or  four  years  before, 
the  Presidential  election  is  entirely  out  of  view. 
So  far  from  being  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose, 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  even 
thought  of  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent. Strong  as  this  case  is,  there  is  still  a 
more  flagrant  point  of  view  in  which  to  exhibit 
it.  It  IB  the  case  of  a  legislative  body,  elected 
purelv  for  legislative  purposes,  and  afterwards 
repealing  the  laws  which  directed  the  people 
how  to  go  through  the  forms  of  the  election, 
and  seizing  into  their  own  hands  the  whole 
power  of  appointing  the  Electors.  This  is  not 
an  imaginary  case.  It  has  repeatedly  happened. 
It  is  sufScient  to  name  one  instance ;  tnat  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1812,  in  which  the 
Legislature  thus  invested  itself  with  the  power 
of  appointing  Electors  about  three  days  before 
the  people  would  have  exercised  it.  When  met 
in  the  Legislature,  innumerable  are  the  opportu- 
nities and  temptations  to  barter  votes.  Judges, 
generals,  governors,  and  many  other  State  ofii- 
oers  are  to  be  elected.  Towns  are  to  be  laid 
off,  peradventure  on  some  member's  land. 
New  counties  are  to  be  erected  for  the  benefit 
of  a  clerk,  aidieriff,  and  a  colonel;  peradven- 
ture, also,  members  at  the  time.  Many  other 
local  interests  are  to  be  accommodated.  The 
members  interested  in  all  these  domestic  ques- 


tions are  laid  under  violent  temptadoos  to» 
change  votes  with  the  friends  of  a  Praibii 
candidate. 

Thirdly.  The  Electors  are  to  meet  otfe 
same  day,  throuriiout  the  Union,  and  to  i* 
for  President  ana  Vice  Preddent. 

The  Le^slatures  meet  on  the  days  fixsi  If 
the  State  constitutions,  or  on  the  daysvtii 
they  themselves  fix  by  law.  In  ndtheoi 
are  they  governed  by  the  GonstitutiQii  of  th 
United  States.  When  met,  the  Legisastm^i 
any  time  that  it  pleases,  enters  upon  thels- 
ness  of  choosing  a  President ;  and,  wlua  tti 
dioice  is  made,  a  farce  is  got  up  to  sppeaxHe 
manes  of  the  constitution.  Nominal  Ekdn 
are  chosen,  and  sent  to  the  place  when  fti 
votes  of  the  State  are  to  be  counted.  Instari 
of  going  to  vote  for  Preddent,  they  cany* 
votes  in  their  pockets,  the  same  which  tin} 
have  received  from  the  legislative  body.  Hm 
votes  are  shown  and  counted,  and  tt»9  fivn  i 
an  election  is  gone  through,  but  no  more  of  Ai 
substance  than  there  is  of  a  wedding  in  tiie » 
nual  marriage  of  the  Doge  of  Yenioe  with  ill 
Adriatic  Sea.  The  real  election  was  held  vedi 
or  mon^  before,  when  the  legislatiTe  bo^ 
lected  their  candidate ;  and  the  nominal  BtP- 
tors  are  nothing  but  messengers^  troatedto 
bring  tiie  votes  to  the  place  of  counting,  si 
without  any  more  power  over  them  thm  ft* 
messenger  forwards  employed  by  tbemm 
to  ta^e  up  these  same  le^alative  votes,  m 
bring  tJiem  on  to  the  seat  of  Government 

Fourthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  are  to  i 
but  one  day. 

The  reason  for  limiting  the  Electors  to  titf 
transient  existence,  was  to  prevent  the  p<» 
bility  of  intrigues  and  corrupt  practices,  ujft 
nying  the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to  einf 
them  into  effect  But  the  sittings  of  the  w 
lative  bodies  are  not  under  the  control  of  t» 
limitation.  They  sit  as  long  as  they  P^*JT 
usually  several  months — and  during  all  vm 
time  it  is  beset,  like  a  besieged  fortress,  ^^ 
mies  of  intriguers ;  cannonaded  with  boofatf" 
witii  pamphlets ;  bombarded  with  nevsp^^J 
perforated  with  the  rifle  shot  of  prifite  «■ 
coE^denlia]  letters ;  and  undermined  bj  the  a* 
lent  operations  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Fifthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not » 
be  subject  to  eaballing. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  ^"^ 
protect  the  Presidential  election  from  ^.^ 
ence  of  that  occult  management  ''^^*^^,^?I 
bane  of  republican  councils.  They  ^Mff^ 
they  had  succeeded  when  they  institntcd  wr 
leges  of  Electors,  composed  of  few  P«*^?J 
lected  for  their  elevated  character;  hrosp 
together  suddenly ;  confined  to  the  ^J*htfp» 
one  single  duty,  and  dispersed  in  ^^^Jj^ 
space  of  twenty-four  hours.  But  J««"S**J: 
bodies  are  the  reverse  of  all  this.  Theyawwj 
true  field  for  caballing ;  the  theatre  bM 
the  talents  of  such  men  as  the  fi^^  ^ 
Ministers  of  Charles  the  Second ;  to  <J»*^^ 
of  whose  names,  combined  with  their  cnarw^ 
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ten,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  politioal  sig* 
mfication  of  the  Hebrew  word  edboL  The 
Leg^dlatore  of  Pennsylyania  afforded  a  rignal 
example  in  the  year  1800.  The  two  Houses 
differed  in  the  choice  of  President.  They  would 
neither  pass  a  law  to  direct  the  people  how  to 
hold  the  election,  nor  wonld  they  vote  together. 
There  was  a  majority  of  ^*  two  "  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  lean  migority,  in  the  leanest  branch  of 
tiie  Legislatore,  paralyzed  the  power  of  the 
State,  and  forced  a  compromise  with  the  other 
branch,  by  which  the  elective  power  of  the 
people,  like  the  spoil  of  a  vanquished  enemy, 
was  divided  between  themselves,  each  naming 
one-half  the  Electors  I 

Sixthly.  The  i^eotoral  Colleges  were  not  pr&- 
esnsting  ho^ee. 

For  the  obvious  reason  that  they  might  not 
be  tampered  with,  beforehand,  to  prostitute 
their  votes.  Yet  the  legislative  bodies  are  pre- 
ezistent,  to  the  extent  of  one,  two,  three,  and 
even  four  years ;  and,  during  all  this  time,  are 
subject  to  the  danger  from  which  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution  that  the  Electors  of 
the  President  should  be  free. 

Upon  each  of  these  reasons  the  ledslative 
tretension  to  choose  Electors  is  condemned. 
But  there  is  one  more  ailment  to  be  brought 
against  them ;  an  argument  not  invented,  but 
found;  not  taken  from  the  head,  but  drawn 
from  the  page  of  American  history ;  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  from  the  act 
of  the  great  men  who  framed  the  constitution. 
An  argument  of  that  conclusive  nature  which 
only  requires  to  be  stated  to  silence  opposition, 
f  [Here  Mr.  R  r»ad  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention,  pages  92,  190,  824,  838,  to  show 
that  it  was  proposed,  at  one  time,  to  have 
Electors  chosen  by  the  Congress;  at  another  to 
have  them  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the 
States;  at  another,  to  vest  the  power  of  choos- 
ing them  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
States ;  that  this  latter  proposition  was  actually 
adopted  at  one  time,  on  the  19th  of  July,  and 
remained  in  the  plan  of  the  constitution  until 
the  6th  day  of  September  following,  when  it 
was  struck  out  by  a  vote  of  nine  States  against 
two.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts.  Connec- 
ticut, Kew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
IGiryland,  Virginia,  and  Georgia,  in  favor  of 
striking  out ;  North  and  South  Carolina  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  clause.] 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  all  attempts  to  amplify 
nch  an  argument  as  this  would  only  weaken  it 
He  had  tried  the  legislative  pretension  by  the 
words  of  the  constitution ;  by  its  contempora- 
neous construction ;  by  all  the  reasons  which 
led  to  the  institution  of  Electoral  Colleges,  and 
by  the  vote  of  the  Convention  passing  upon  the 
idmtical  point  in  question;  and,  upon  every 
trial,  the  pretension  was  condemned,  and  stood 
b^iore  the  Senate  as  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
oonstitution,  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

Nothing  has  been  said  to  justify  it.  On  the 
cofitrary,  the  excuses  and  apologies  for  the  gen* 


eral  ticket  and  legislative  systems,  have  turned 
upon  the  admission  of  their  impropriety.  The 
Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Buben,)  in 
that  spirit  of  amity,  concession,  and  mutual 
deference,  which  cannot  be  too  much  admired, 
has  even  proposed  to  surrender  both  these  sys- 
tems, upon  condition,  neverthelessj  that  the 
small  States  should  surrender  their  right  to  an 
eventual  vote  for  President,  by  StatUy  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  has  called  this  a 
compromise,  and  has  certainly  urged  it  upon 
the  Senate  with  unaffected  and  becoming  se- 
rionsness.  But  the  proposition  cannot  be  met 
The  terms  are  not  equivalent.  On  the  part  of 
the  great  States,  it  is  proposed  to  relinqniah  a 
power,  usurped  frt)m  the  people,  in  violation  of 
the  constitution ;  on  the  part  of  the  small  States, 
it  is  proposed  to  surrender  a  constitutional 
right:  the  one  growing  out  of  ambition  and 
sd^emes  of  domination,  the  other  granted  to  the 
small  States  for  the  preservation  and  security  of 
their  rights.  Others  place  the  apology  upoh 
different  grounds.  They  run  over  a  list  of  the 
States  which  have  adopted  these  modes,  and 
then  say  they  must  adopt  the  same^  by  way  of 
self-defence,  and  that  they  will  discontinue  it 
when  the  rest  will  do  so.  Thus,  these  States 
take  the  attitude  of  Csosar  and  Pompey,  each  de- 
cliniuff  to  disband  his  army  first.  They  prefer 
to  violate  the  constitution,  and  to  outrage  the 
rights  of  the  people,  rather  than  be  the  Srst  to 
set  an  example  of  Justice  and  moderation. 

Two  questions,  of  great  delicacy,  now  present 
themselves: 

1.  If  Electors  are  not  appointed  according  to 
the  oonstitution,  can  their  votes  be  counted? 

2.  If  objected  to,  who  shall  judge  them  ? 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to  count  the  votes.  Can  they  count  unconsti- 
tutional votes?  K  they  cannot,  shall  they  not 
judge  every  vote  before  it  is  counted? 

Mr.  B.  would  not  debate  these  questions. 
He  hoped  that  the  time  might  never  arrive 
when  it  should  be  necessary  to  debate,  much 
less  to  decide  them.  The  country  had  seen  the 
agitation  of  1800,  and  the  still  greater  agitation 
of  1820;  yet  these  were  nothing  but  gentle 
breezes,  dead  calms,  compared  to  what  might 
be  expected  if  Congress  snould  sit  in  judgment 
upon  the  votes  of  seven  States.  Yet,  if  it  shall 
become  their  duty,  shall  they  hesitate?  Shall 
they  flinch  from  &e  defence  of  the  constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  defend,  because  seven 
States  may  stand  ready  to  light  up  the  flames  of 
civil  war,  if  not  permitted  to  violate  that  sacred 
instrument  according  to  tiieir  own  will  and 
pleasure  ?  He  spoke  hypothetically,  and  with 
all  the  respect  for  the  States  referred  to  which 
was  compatible  with  the  undissembled  expres- 
sion of  his  own  opinion.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  start  a  new  discussion,  or  to  excite  feel- 
ing, but  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  new  and 
powerftd  consideration  in  favor  of  the  dirtrict 
system — in  favor  of  some  uniform  mode  of 
choosing  the  President ;  and  thus  bringing  back 
these  States  to  the'  path  of  the  constitution,  bj 


I 

[ 


502 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SKHAfS.] 


qfA» 


[Fdbub^UI 


the  gentle  means  of  an  amendment,  pointing  at 
no  one  in  partionlar,  and  bearing  upon  all  alike. 
Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  argue  the  bbookd  pbopo- 
srrioK  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Benate,  to  wit :  to  discontinne  the 
use  of  an  intermediate  body  of  Electors  in  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  read  from  the  Federalist, 
No.  68,  to  show  the  views  with  which  Electors 
were  instituted : 

'*  It  was  equally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion Rfaoold  be  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analys- 
ing the  qualities  adapted  to  the  statioii,  and  acting 
under  eiieomstances  most  favorable  to  deliberatioii, 
and  to  a  judicioua  oombination  of  all  the  reasons  and 
indnoements  that  were  proper  to  govern  their  choice. 
A  small  number  of  persons^  selected  by  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discemmcDt  requisite  in 
so  complicated  an  investigation.** 

By  the  constitution  it  was  intended  that  the 
electoral  office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity 
in  the  Republic.  The  Electors  were  to  be  se- 
lected ;  men,  chosen  by  the  people  on  account 
of  their  superior  virtue  ana  intelligence,  and 
left  to  make  choice  of  a  President,  according  to 
their  own  enlightened  understandings,  without 
the  slightest  control  from  the  less  informed 
multitude.  This-  was  the  intention,  but  the 
plan  has  wholly  failed  in  the  execution.  The 
IHectors  are  not  independent;  they  have  no 
superior  intelligence ;  tney  are  not  left  to  their 
own  judgment  in  the  choice  of  President;  they 
are  not  i^ove  the  control  of  the  people;  on  the 
contrary,  every  Elector  is  pledged,  before  he  is 
chosen,  to  give  his  vote  according  to  the  will 
of  those  who  choose  him.  He  is  nothing  but 
an  agent,  tied  down  to  the  execution  of  a  pre- 
cise trust  Every  reason  which  induced  the 
convention  to  institute  Electors  has  failed. 
They  are  no  longer  of  any  use,  and  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They  are 
not  useful,  because  they  have  no  power  over 
their  own  vote,  and  because  the  people  can 
vote  for  a  President  as  easily  as  they  can  vote 
for  an  Elector.  They  are  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
they  introduce  extraneous  considerations  into 
the  election  of  President ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  they  may  sell  the  vote  which  is  intrusted 
to  their  keeping.  They  introduce  extraneous 
considerations  by  bringing  their  own  character 
and  their  own  exertions  into  the  Presidential 
canvass.  Every  one  sees  this.  Candidates  for 
Electors  arp  now  selected,  not  for  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  FederiJist,  but  for  their  devo- 
tion to  a  particular  party;  for  their  popular 
manners,  and  their  talent  at  electioneering. 

The  Elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the 
people  by  selling  his  vote.  The  operation  is 
easy,  because  he  votes  by  ballot ;  detection  is 
impossible,  because  he  does  not  sign  his  vote ; 
the  restraint  is  nothing  but  his  own  conscience, 
for  there  is  no  legal  punishm.ent  for  his  breach 
of  trust    If  a  swindler  defrauds  you  out  of  a 


few  dollars  in  property  or  money,  he  isvtiifel 
and  pilloried,  and  rendered  infiunoia  in  tbiqt 
of  the  law ;  but,  if  an  Elector  should  deM 
forty  thousand  people  out  of  their  vote,  (bni 
no  remedy  but  to  abuse  him  in  the  nevEpafs^ 
where  the  best  men  in  the  ooontry  mj  k 
abused,  as  much  as  Benedict  Arnold  orM 
Iscariot  Every  reason  for  instituting  BedDR 
has  failed,  and  every  consideration  of  prsdnee 
requires  them  to  be  discontinued.  They » 
nothing  but  agents  in  a  case  which  reqaim  ■ 
agent,  and  no  prudent  man  would  or  oo^ti 
employ  an  agent  to  take  care  of  his  maney,^ 
property,  or  his  liberty,  when  he  is  eqQilir(i> 
pable  to  take  care  of  them  himself. 

But,  if  the  plan  of  the  constitntion  hid  » 
failed — ^if  we  were  now  deriving  from  Etofl 
all  the  advantages  expected  from  tbeir  imtib- 
tion — ^I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  stlD  te  it 
favor  of  getting  rid  of  tiiem.  I  shonk)  estate 
the  incorruptibility  of  the  people,  thdrdiafls- 
ested  desire  to  get  the  hest  man  for  Fnsdaii 
to  be  more  than  a  connterpoise  to  all  the  li- 
vantages  which  might  be  derived  from  tlM  » 
perior  intelligence  of  a  more  enlightened  W 
smaller,  and,  therefore,  more  oorruptikle  Iwdj. 
I  should  be  "bpposed  to  the  interv«ntioi^ 
Electors,  because  the  double  process  of  Mf( 
a  man  to  elect  a  man,  would  paralyze  the  fiot 
of  the  people,  and  destroy  the  life  of  thede^ 
itself  Doubtless  this  machinery  was  introdoBS 
into  our  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  sofi** 
ing  the  action  of  the  democratic  element;  W 
it  also  softens  the  interest  of  the  people  in  di 
result  of  the  election  itself.  It  places  then  i 
too  great  a  distance  fh>m  tbeir  first  serrfl^ 
interposes  a  body  of  men  between  the  pe^ 
and  the  object  of  their  choice,  and  gj^^^jj 
direction  to  the  gratitude  of  the  ^^^^^ 
elected.  He  feels  himself  indebted  to« 
Electors,  who  collected  the  votes  of  the  pcopK 
and  not  to  the  people,  who  gave  their  veto  » 
the  Electors.  It  enables  a  few  men  to  govin 
many,  and,  in  time,  it  will  transfer  the  wh« 
power  of  the  election  into  the  hands  of  ft  ^ 
leaving  to  the  people  the  humble  ooonpfttiaB « 
confirming  what  has  been  done  by  saytsnff  ** 
thority. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  historical  eim^  " 
prove  the  correctness  of  his  opinion  , 

He  mentioned  the  Constitution  of  theFieia 
Republic,  of  the  year  III.  of  French  liW- 
The  people  to  choose  Electors;  these  to  owj" 
the  Councils  of  Five  Hundred,  and  of  AneM»Jj 
and  these,  by  a  further  process  of  filtnw^* 
choose  the  Five  Directors.  The  ^^'^2 
that  the  people  had  no  concern  in  the  ele^ 
of  their  Chief  Magistrates,  and  felt  no  'f^ 
in  their  fate.  They  saw  them  eDt^"  «w  ^ 
each  other  from  the  political  theatre,  witb  v» 
same  indiflference  with  which  they  ▼««"<»*' 
the  entrance  and  the  exit  of  so  many  plfty*"* 
a  stage.  It  was  the  same  thing  in  all  thesow^ 
tern  Republics  of  which  the  French  ^ 
were  deUvered,  while  overturning  ^.^Sf 
of  Europe.    The  wmsatations  rf  the  ug«» 
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XBolpine,  and  Parthenopeian  Repnblioa^  were 
ill  dnplioates  of  the  mother  ioatitation,  at 
i^aris;  and  all  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
frenob  considar  oonstitntion,  of  the  year  YIII., 
the  last  year  of  French  liberty,)  preserved  all 
ihe  vices  of  the  Electoral  system;  and  firom 
his  &ct  alone,  that  profound  observer,  Neckar, 
h>m  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  in  the  midst  of 
lie  AlpB,  predicted  and  proclaimed  the  death 
»f  liberty  in  France.  He  wrote  a  book  to  prove 
iiat  ^* Liberty  vxnUd be  ruined byproviding any 
'9ind  of  Subetitute  for  Popular  Blectiona,^^  and 
ibe  resolt  verified  his  prediction,  in  fonr  years. 
)nt  the  strangest  of  all  argaments  against  the 
ise  of  Electors,  the  fact  which  goes  farther 
ihan  all  others  to  prove  them  to  l^  daDgerons 
o  the  rights  of  the  people,  is,  that  they  are 
continued  in  France,  at  this  time,  nnder  the 
duirter  of  Lonis  XVIII.  The  people  choose 
Electors,  as  nnder  the  constitations  of  the  years 
II.  and  VIII. ;  and  these  Electors  choose  the 
lepudes  to  the  legislative  body.  Heretofore, 
Jie  Oonrt  party  contented  itself  with  a  mc^jori- 
.y ;  bat  the  signs  of  liberty  shown  by  the  mi- 
lority,  in  onposing  the  Spanish  war,  has  deter- 
nined  it  to  have  the  entire  body  devoted  to  the 
>own ;  and  the  last  advices  inform  ns  that  the 
[Chamber  wonld  be  dissolved  to  make  room  for 
liis  change,  which  would  be  openly  efifectedby 
>ribing  the  Electors. 

The  virtue  and  simplicity  of  this  day  must 
>ass  away.  The  time  will  come,  when  politi- 
cal power  will  be  bought,  and  when  the  money 
>f  the  people  will  be  taken  to  pay  the  price. 
rhe  time  will  come,  when  the  wifeless  and 
Shildless  bachelor  shall  not  look  out  for  a  suo- 
)es8or  to  his  estate,  with  more  anxious  solioi- 
;Qde  than  the  incumbent  President  shall  look 
mt  for  a  successor  to  his  Presidential  power. 
rhe  time  will  come,  when  the  American  Presi- 
lent,  like  the  Roman  Emperors,  will  select  his 
(accessor,  take  him  by  the  hand,  exhibit  him  to 
ihe  people,  place  him  upon  the  heights  and  emi- 
lences  in  the  Republic,  display  him  in  every 
imiable,  every  attractive  point  of  view,  make 
iim  the  channel  of  all  favor,  and  draw  the 
irbole  tribe  of  parasites  and  office  hunters  to 
he  feet  of  the  favorite.  We  know  it  is  written, 
hat  more  nations  worship  the  rising  than  tbe 
letting  sun ;  but,  let  the  two  suns  appear  above 
^e  horizon  at  once ;  let  their  rays  be  drawn 
o  a  focus  upon  an  Electoral  college  or  Legis- 
ative  assembly;  yes,  let  their  concentrated 
■ays  fall  at  once  upon  the  double  ranks  of  their 
inited  worshippers ;  let  two  Blue  Books  be  dis- 
>layed  at  once,  the  actual  President  paying 
lown  his  ten  thousand  offices,  and  the  heir  ap- 
>arent  giving  his  note  for  ten  thousand  more, 
ine  and  payable  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
hen  next  ensuing!  What  virtue  could  stand 
mch  trials?  The  e£Eect  must  be  overwhelminff 
ipon  a  small  body  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Euectors;  but  all  these  temptations  would  be- 
KNne  insignificant  when  scattered  and  dispersed 
imong  the  millions  of  people  which  ^  the 
SKepublio.    The  candidate  for  their  fkvor  oould 


derive  no  benefit  from  his  long  list  of  offices. 
He  must  come  with  a  list,  not  of  offices  to  be 
given,  but  of  services  performed,  in  the  field  or 
the  cabinet.  He  must  come,  like  the  elder 
Gato,  to  reform  the  manners  of  a  degenerate 
age,  by  an  example  of  simplicity  and  economy 
in  his  own  person — ^like  Appius  Claudius,  to 
improve  and  adorn  the  interior  of  his  country 
— ^like  Cicero,  to  crush  conspirators  by  the 
thunder  of  his  eloquence — ^like  8cipio,  to  ex- 
pimge  the  rival  nation  from  the  face  of  the 
earth — ^like  Marius,  scarred  with  innumerable 
wounds,  received  from  the  public  enemy — ^he 
must  come,  like  our  own  great  Washington,  not 
to  pillage  his  country,  but  to  serve  her,  and  to 
retire  from  her  service  through  the  portals  of 
everlasting  fame. 

Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commo- 
tions. This  objection  is  taken  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  ancient  republics;  from  the  tu- 
multuary elections  of  Rome  and  Greece.  But 
the  justness  of  the  example  is  denied.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  laws  of  physiology  which  ad- 
mits a  parallel  between  tne  vindictive  Italian, 
the  volatile  Greek,  and  the  phlegmatic  Ameri- 
can. There  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  re- 
spective countries,  or  in  their  manner  of  voting, 
which  makes  one  an  example  for  the  other. 
The  Romans  voted  in  mass,  at  a  single  votins 
place,  even  when  the  qualified  voters  amounted 
to  four  millions  of  persons.  They  came  to  the 
polls  armed,  and  divided  into  classes,  and  voted, 
not  by  heads,  but  by  centuries.  In  the  Gre- 
cian republics  all  the  voters  were  brought 
together  in  one  great  city,  and  decided  the 
contest  in  one  great  struggle.  In  such  as- 
semblages, both  the  inducement  to  violence, 
and  the  means  of  committing  it,  were  prepared 
by  the  Government  itselfl  m  the  United  States 
aU  this  is  different.  The  voters  are  assembled 
in  small  bodies^  at  innumerable  voting  placet^ 
distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
They  come  to  t&e  polls  without  arms,  without 
odioos  distinctions,  without  any  temptation  to 
violence,  and  with  every  inducement  to  har- 
mony. If  heated  during  the  day  of  election, 
they  cool  off  upon  returning  to  their  homes, 
and  resuming  tneir  ordinary  occupations.  A 
month  afterwards,  when  the  result  of  a  Preri* 
dential  election  would  be  known,  the  body  of 
the  people  would  be  too  much  occupied  with 
their  own  concerns,  and  too  sensible  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  to  tJiink  of  taking  up  arms  in 
favor  of  an  unsuccessful  candidate.  The  par^, 
defeated  at  an  election,  must  fight  upon  the 
spot,  or  never.  Sleep  and  dispersion  rwidly 
cool  their  belligerent  passions.  Instead  of  vio- 
lence, it  is  apathy  which  we  have  to  dread  in 
our  Presidential  elections.  There  is  too  much 
apathy  at  t^is  time  upon  the  subject  of  the  im- 
pending election.  The  intemperance  of  some 
newspapers,  the  heat  of  some  cities,  and  the 
fury  of  some  partisans,  furnish  no  criterion  for 
estimating  the  temper  of  the  continent  The 
tranquillity  of  the  American  people  is  not  af- 
fected by  these  local  agitationa.    Some  dtizeDs 


604 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


8hop9cfWmr. 


[Fbbbiust,  Itti. 


confine  thenuelTes  to  the  inqniry:  ^^  Who  will 
yon  give  ns  for  President? "  The  question  im- 
plying the  humiliating  fact  that  an  American 
citizen  has  no  weight  in  the  choioe  of  the  first 
officer  of  the  Bepnhlio.  Others  are  quietly 
looking  out  for  the  best  man  to  administer 
their  Affairs,  and  all  agree  in  holding  in  the 
uttermost  contempt  every  effort  to  impose  upon 
their  Judgment,  whether  the  fraud  shall  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  shape  of  poisonous  detraction,  or 
of  fulsome  adulation. 

But  let  us  admit  the  truth  of  the  objection. 
Let  us  admit  that  the  American  people  would 
be  as  tumultuary  at  their  Presidential  elections, 
as  were  the  citizens  of  the  ancient  Republics 
at  the  election  of  their  Chief  Magistrates. 
What  then?  Are  we  thence  to  infer  the  in- 
feriority of  the  officers  thus  elected,  and  the 
consequent  degradation  of  the  countries  over 
which  tiiey  presided?  I  answer  no.  80  far 
from  it,  that  I  assert  the  superiority  of  these 
officers  over  all  others  ever  obtained  for  the 
same  countries,  either  by  hereditary  succession, 
or  the  most  select  mode  of  election.  I  affirm 
those  periods  of  history  to  be  the  most  glorious 
in  arms,  the  most  renowned  in  arts,  the  most 
celebrated  in  letters^  the  most  useful  in  prac- 
tice, and  the  most  happy  in  the  condition  of 
the  people,  in  which  the  whole  body  of  the 
citizens  voted  direct  for  the  chief  officer  of 
their  country.  Take  the  history  of  that  Com- 
monwealth which  yet  shines  as  the  leading 
star  in  the  firmament  of  nations.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  centuries  that  the  Roman  State  has  existed, 
to  what  period  do  we  look  for  the  generals  and 
statesmen,  the  poets  and  orators,  the  philoso- 
phers and  historians,  the  sculptors,  painters, 
and  architects,  whose  mmiortal  works  have  fixea 
upon  Uieir  country  the  admiring  eyes  of  all 
succeeding  ages?  Is  it  to  the  reigns  of  the 
seven  first  Kings? — ^to  the  reigns  of  the  Em- 
perors, proclaimed  by  the  prcBtorian  bands? — ^to 
the  reigns  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiffia,  chosen  by 
a  select  body  of  electors  in  a  conclave  of  most 
holy  cardinals  ?  No—we  look  to  none  of  these, 
but  to  that  short  interval  of  four  centuries  ana 
a  half  which  lies  between  the  expulsion  of  the 
Tarquins  and  the  re-establishment  of  mon- 
archy in  the  person  of  Octavius  C»sar.  It  is 
to  this  short  period,  during  which  the  consuls, 
tribunes,  and  prietors,  were  annually  elected 
by  a  direct  vote  of  the  p€K)ple,  to  which  we 
look  ourselves,  and  to  which  we  direct  the 
infant  minds  of  our  children,  for  all  the  works 
and  monuments  of  Roman  greatness ;  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  aqueducts,  constructed;  for  vic- 
tories gained,  nations  vanquished,  commerce 
extendi,  treasure  imported,  libraries  founded, 
learning  encouraged,  the  arts  fionrishing,  the 
city  embellished,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth 
humbly  suing  to  be  admitted  into  the  friend- 
ship, and  taKcn  under  the  protection  of  the 
Roman  people.  It  was  of  this  magnificent 
period  that  Cicero  spoke,  when  he  proclaimed 
the  people  of  Rome  to  be  the  masters  of  Kings, 
and  the  conquerors  and  commanders  of  all  uie 


nations  of  the  earth.  And,  what  is  wondsiftl, 
during  the  whole  period,  in  a  sacoesaonof  fov 
hundred  and  fifty  annual  elections)  ih»  peoplt 
never  once  preferred  a  citizen  to  the  oonffds^ 
who  did  not  carry  the  prosperity  and  glofy  of 
the  Republic  to  a  point  beyond  that  at  whjdi 
he  had  found  it 

It  is  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Repubfio. 
Thirty  centuries  have  elapsed  since  they  were 
founded ;  yet  it  is  to  an  ephemeral  period  of 
one  hundi^sd  and  fifty  years  only,  the  period  of 
popular  elections,  which  intervened  between 
the  dispersion  of  a  cloud  of  petty  tyrants  and 
the  coming  of  a  great  one  in  the  person  of 
Philip,  Ki^  of  Macedon,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  that  galaxy  of  names  which  shed  bo  nmdi 
lustre  upon  their  country,  and  in  which  we  an 
to  find  me  first  cause  of  that  intense  sympathy 
which  now  bums  in  our  bosoms  at  t^e  name  of 
Greece. 

These  short  and  brilliant  periods  exMbit  the 
great  triumph  of  popular  elections ;  often  to- 
multuary.  often  stained  with  blood,  but  slirajs 
ending  gloriously  for  the  country.  Then  the 
right  of  sufflrage  was  eiyoyed ;  the  sovereigiity 
of  the  people  was  no  fiction.  Then  a  sublime 
spectade  was  seen,  when  the  Roman  dtijai 
advanced  to  the  poUs  and  proclaimed :  *^  I  Toto 
for  Cato  to  be  Consul ; "  the  Athenian,  ^*I  vote 
for  Aristides  to  be  Archon;^'  the  Theban,  ^I 
vote  for  Pelopidas  to  be  Boeotaroh ; "  the  Lace- 
demonian, ^^  i  vote  for  Leonidas  to  be  first  of 
the  Ephori."  And  why  cannot  an  AmemaD 
citizen  do  the  same?  Why  may  not  he  go  op 
to  the  poll  and  proclaim,  ^^  I  vote  for  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  be  President  of  the  United  States?" 
Why  is  he  compelled  to  put  his  -vote  in  tiie 
hands  of  another,  and  to  incur  all  the  hasardi 
of  an  irresponsible  agency,  when  he  ^imaiilf 
could  immediately  give  his  vote  for  hia  owi 
chosen  candidate,  without  the  slightest 
ance  from  agents  or  managers? 


Fbidat,  February  6. 
Additional  8Uwp$  af  War. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  oonsideratiion 
of  the  biU  to  authorize  the  building  of  tea 
additional  sloops  of  war.  The  questioiL  w» 
stated  to  be,  upon  filling  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
propriation with  '^1425,000,  annually^  for  two 
years." 

Mr.  Babboub  rose  in  support  of  the  bilL  He 
believed  the  Senate  could  not,  at  present,  leel 
any  listlessness  in  regard  to  the  Navy  of  the 
country.  There  had  formerly  been  a  dififeienee 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  United  Stttes 
becoming  a  maritime  power ;  and  "Mr.  B.  said 
he  did  Justice  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  for  the  firmness  he  had  1^ 
ways  evinced,  in  his  uniform  supportof  the  Kavy, 
although  that  course  had,  at  one  time,  separated 
him'fiom  the  party  with  which  he  was  aocos- 
tomed  to  act  But  it  was  due  to  those  who 
had  formerly  diffiored  in  opinion  tram  that  hoa- 
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orable  gentleman,  to  aaj,  that  experienoe  had 
not  then  proved  the  necesaity  of  a  naval  foroe ; 
thai,  upon  recurring  to  the  history  of  other 
nationa,  particnlarlj  of  that  nation  with  whom 
we  were  then,  anhappU  j,  involved  in  diffionltiea, 
it  was  then  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  any  effort 
of  ours  would  be  snffioient  to  enable  ns  to  make 
any  stand,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  as  a 
naval  power;  and  it  was  firmly  believed,  by 
those  who  then  opposed  the  progress  of  onr 
Navy,  that  we  shoold  only  bnild  vessels  to  be 
oaptnred.     Bat,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the 
war  came  on ;  it  famished  a  trial  of  oar  capacity, 
as  a  maritime  power;  and  the  decision  has 
been  sach  as  to  prodace  a  aniform  opinion,  in 
the  nation,  that  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  cherish  this  important  means  of  oar 
defence.    In  the  brilliancy  and  the  glory  of  its  ex- 
ploits, the  Navy  had  far  exceeded  the  atmost 
anticioation  of  its  friends,  and  certainly  it  had  sar- 
passea  the  expectations  of  its  opponents.    While 
It  had  been  thoaght  that  the  land  alone  woald  be 
the  theatre  of  oar  victories,  it  became  some- 
times the  scene  of  oar  defeiU,  and  even  of  oar 
diagrace.    And,  where  it  was  expected  that  we 
shonld  meet  with  nothing  bat  disaster,  there 
the  national  character  haa  been  elevated.     It 
waa  ascertained,  in  that  war,  that  oar  Kavy 
woold  famish  as  with  the  greatest  means  of 
annoyance  against  an  enemy,  and  that  it  woald 
carry  an  impression  of  oar  power  more  than 
any  other  force  we  coald  famish,  and  conse- 
quentiy  the  feeling  towards  it  had  been  changed. 
Attachment  to  the  Navy  was  now,  Mr.  B.  said, 
confined  to  no  jparticalar  part  of  the  coantry — 
it  was  aniversaL    Immediately  after  the  war,  at 
a  moment  when  the  nation  was  laboring  onder  all 
the  embarrassments  resnlting  from  the  contest, 
when,  individaally  and  collectively,  the  coon- 
tiy  was  distressed  in  its  financial  concerns;  in 
April,  1818,  a  law  was  passed  appropriating  one 
million  annually  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Kavy.    Mr.  B.  said  he  had  mentioned  that  fiict, 
only  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
eircnmstances  of  the  Gk>verament  at  that  time. 
If  a  million  of  doUan,  annually,  was  then  appro- 
priated, when  the  nation  was  embarrassed,  and 
individuals  were  involved  in  pecuniary  distress, 
nrdy  at  this  time,  when  our  debt  is  diminished, 
and  our  population  increased,  we  may  provide 
for  the  increase  of  the  Kavy  proposed  by  this 
bill    Either  the  appropriation  at  that  time  was 
the  most  unwise  prodigality,  or  the  bill  proposed 
at  this  time  could  not  fiurly  be  objected  to. 
Another  fact  might  be  stated.     About  three 
years  since,  in  1821,  instead  of  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  a  million  of  dollars,  only  five 
hundred  thousand  doUara  were  appropriated. 
This  diminution  did  not  grow  out  of  any  hos- 
tility to  the  Navy,  but  from  the  peculiar  exigen- 
^Iq  which  the  nation  was  situated  at  that 
time.    We  were  constrained  to  borrow  money 
for  the  ordinary  expenditares  of  the  Govera- 
meat.    But  that  exigency  haa  now  passed  away, 
ind  the  circumstances  that  then  existed  have 
pened  away  with  it    I^  then,  the  qoeMtaon 


were  now  to  be  decided,  whether  the  appro- 
priation of  a  million  a  year,  for  eight  years^ 
should  be  made,  as  in  1816;  if  that  question 
were  before  an  American  Senate^  would  there  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it  ?  Has 
the  public  mind  undergone  any  change  in  favor 
of  a  different  policy?  Is  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  less  desirable  than  at  that  time  ?  Do  not 
the  same  reasons  that  infiuenced  the  Govern- 
ment then,  operate  as  strongly  now ;  or  is  any 
one  prepared  to  say  that  our  Navy  is  as  large  as 
is  desirable? 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
regretted  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
had  been  so  long*delayed,  as  he  had  feared  that 
the  strong  impression  made  by  the  arguments 
of  the  honorable  chairman  (and  his  coUeagnes) 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  might,  by 
that  delay,  have  lost  something  of  its  force. 
But,  since  he  had  heard  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
B ABBOUB,)  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  felt  that  we 
had  been  amply  compensated  for  tiie  delay 
which  had  taken  place.  Mr.  H.  said  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  yield  his  support  (however 
feeble  it  might  be)  to  this  bill,  because  he  had 
not  onlv  advocated  it  in  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  most  cordially 
approved  of  the  policy  on  which  it  waa 
founded ;  and  though  he  was  not  destined  to 
partake  largely  in  the  honors  of  victory,  (should 
the  measure  succeed,)  yet  he  would  certainly 
feel  his  ftill  share  of  mortification  at  its  defeat. 
He  trasted,  tiierefore,  that  the  Senate  would 
bear  with  him  while  he  endeavored  to  remove 
some  of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  bill,  and  to  show,  affirmatively,  the 
policy  of  building  the  proposed  number  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  soon  as  materials  could  be  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose. 

The  first  objection  against  the  bill  waa 
advanced  by  the  honorable  gentieman  ftt>m 
Maine,  (Mr.  Ohandlbb.)  He  had  endeavored 
to  give  our  littie  fleet  ^  a  lihot  between  wind 
and  water.^^  He  had  attacked  it  with  satire, 
which,  in  a  akilfol  hand,  is  sometimes  a  better 
weapon  than  argument.  He  tells  us  that  the 
friends  of  the  Navy,  at  one  moment,  insist 
^^  that  we  have  too  few  ships  of  the  line— the 
next,  that  we  have  too  few  *  frigates' — and 
then  we  are  told  that  we  have  too  tbw  '  aloops 
of  war ;'  '*  and  tiien,  that,  in  the  increase  of  our 
Navy,  we  are  travelling  in  a  circle  to  which 
there  is  no  end.  With  all  doe  deference  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  sub- 
mit that  the  course  of  which  he  complains,  is 
the  only  one  which  could  have  beenpnrsaed,  or 
by  which  we  can  ever  arrive  at  a  suitable  Naval 
£9tablishment  A  navy  is,  in  its  very  nature, 
progressive :  this  great  engine  of  national  de- 
fence can  be  constracted  onfy  by  gradual  meana» 
It  must  "  grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen 
with  our  strength.^'  It  has  been  well  asked,  by 
my  honorable  uiend  from  Massachusetts,  whe- 
ther the  gentieman  who  makes  this  objection 
woald|  in  Uie  oonatniotion  of  his  dwelling,  expeot 
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that  the  chambers  and  the  garret  woald  be  bnill 
at  the  aame  moment  with  the  oelkrt  And 
I  (said  Mr.   H.)  will  put  another  case,  and 


flrat  prepared  for  cultivfltion  a  small  field 
and  theo  a  large  oiie~-or  whether  he  would 
not  discover,  in  this  grsdnal  and  progreeBive 
improTement,  the  evidence  of  increasing  wealth 
ana  proeperiC;  I  But-,  if  the  honorable  genUe- 
tnan'a  olgections  reallj  be  not  to  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  bat  only  to  the  manner  in  which 
tiiat  object  was  aooomplished,  he  wonldstiggeat 
tiiat  he  ought  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  shoald 
offer  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  embrace  the  oon- 
■truotion  of  vesaels  of  every  class  at  the  same 
time.    Mr.  H.  feared,  however,  that  each  a 

fropoeition  would  never  meet  with  the  appro- 
BtioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  mncb  leas 
that  it  would  be  proposed  by  him, 

A  further  objection  had  been  adTanced  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Mune,  (ill. 
HoLMza,)  in  the  form  of  a  complaiot,  "  that 
money  was  never  soffered  to  remain  long  in 
the  Treasury,"  and  he  tells  qb  "  that  the  Navy  is 
the  tetf  hy  whioh  the  Treasury  is  nnlocked." 
It  is  a  golden  key,  Btr,  said  Mr.  H.,  which  if  it 
unlocks  the  Treasury,  also  opens  the  door  to  na- 
tional glory.  May  me  Treasury  never  be  un- 
locked for  any  purpose  less  conducive  to  the 
welfare  and  honor  of  our  country  I  I  have  never, 
said  Mr.  H.,  been  able  to  comprehend  the  nature 
of  the  satisfaction  whioh  gentlemen  appear  to 
feel  in  the  contempUUon  of  the  Treasuir  filled 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  locked  up  from  the 
pablic  use.  I  prefer,  said  Mr.  II,,  to  see  tbe  public 
money  expended  in  great  national  improve- 
ments;  in  establishments  caloulated  to  advance 
the  true  interests  and  welfare  of  the  whole  people. 
The  gentleman  has  himself  urged  an  argument 
which  mokes  against  his  position.  lie  says,  it 
is  the  habit  of  tbe  country  to  exhaust  every  dol- 
lar which  comes  into  the  Tressnry,  and  that  this 
always  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case.  If 
this  be  true,  ought  we  not,  by  a  jadidous  and 
timely  appropriation  ofthe  balances  in  the  Treas- 
ury, to  prevent  a  worse  nse  from  being  made  of 
itf  If  we  are  in  the  habit  of  spending  all  our 
money,  it  is  certtunly  best  to  spend  it  for  wise 

C poses.     If  money  is  to  remwn  idle  in  the 
asury,  Mr.  II.  thought  ithad  better  have  re- 
mained in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Macoh  rose.  He  could  not  say,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  he  haJd  always 
been  in  tlie  right,  in  regard  to  this  aueation  re- 
specting a  navy;  Dor  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  he  was  yet  qnite  convinced  upon 
the  subject.  Changes  of  circumstances  would  be 
constantly  occurring ;  we  are  sometimes  very 
rich,  and  sometimes  very  poor.  It  is  true  the 
nation  appears  Co  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  navy. 
To  be  useful,  a  navy  must  be  strong  enough  to 
make  itself  felt ;  it  must  be  able  to  meet  chat  of 
any  other  nation.  I  am  not  willing,  said  Mr.  M., 
tojoln  stocks  with  any  nation.  I  am  for  standing 
■tuely  upon  American  ground,  and  upon  no  other. 


IT  nAvy  will  not  te 


I  believe,  in  time  of  wi 
able  to  go  on,  without 
reeortto  Impressment;  you  must  embarnnjor 
commerce ;  yon  must  stop  your  privateerii^ii 
another  war.     The  history  of  nations  will  dn* 
that  their  freedom  bad  done  more  towatdsthti; 
success  than  ^y  thing  else.    Itwasthe&eeda 
of  England,  more  than  the  bayonets  of  Bosai, 
that  put  down  the  Emperor  of  France.    Tin 
character  of  one  part  of  this  country,  to  be  nr^ 
is  commercial,  and  that  of  the  other  is  uoi  n. 
How  long  we  shall  continue  a  oommerciolpetnlt, 
we  cannot  tell.    J  fear  the  tari^  and  scmeoiMt 
projects,  will  oonvertusinCosometoingelsa.  Vt 
are  told  that  Lord  Coke  spoke  of  two  great  U<» 
ings  which  England  posseased — her  Qaeesui 
herNavy.  Wepossesstwogreaterbles^npl^ 
these.      We  are  as  free  as  any  people  con  b«ii 
civilized  society,  and  every  man  hasplentjto 
eat.     I  wish  1  coald  say  Uiat  every  one  ii  lb 
country  was  out  of  debt.     I  do  not  beiieii  n 
are  in  such  good  oircnmstancefl  as  the  geatlOEH 
from  Virginia  has  described.    The  faQure  d 
the  banks  has  been  a  great  evil  in  the  eoonD;' 
la  all  ooQDtries,  I  believe,  (though  I  was  mt* 
in  any  bat  my  own,)  nothing  is  so  pleasinf  M 
military  glory.     I  well  remember,  sir,  Ikit  i 
loved,  in  my  vouth,   to  listen  to  storia  ^ 
battles.    It  is  tLe  delight  of  men,  and  wtiam 
too.     This  ardor  for  military  gloiy  ta  tb«  bnt 
of  Bepublica.      All  history  demonstratM  tU 
too  much  war  has  proved  tiieir  destructioa.    I 
do  not  pretend  to  know    much  of  niHloT 
affiurs ;    out  I  believe  that  men  have  a  [v- 
ticular  gift  of  God  to  perform  great  gctioM: 
it  is  a  special  gift,  like  that  with  which  I»<l& 
and  orators,  and  other  celebrated  men,  «* 
endowed.     Men  must  have  a  natural  tnni  d 
mind  towards  it  in  order  to   excel  is  H'! 
busiueas.    It  is  said  that  our  extensive  Hico«d 
requires  a  navy.     Great  Britain  has  an  eitei- 
^ve  seacoast,  and  do  we  wish  to  have  u  va^ 
starvation  and  heavy  toiee  as  she  bast  l^ 
much  rather  that  our  people  should  have  jikc? 
to  eat,  than  a  brilliant  navy.      I  eoUrtain  ■ 
hostility  towards  England ;   but;  with  all|>' 
enterprise  and  Ingenuity,  by  water  and  bfm 
we  nill  find  her  involved  with  a  besTj  dttt 
It  is  said  that  navies  have  added  to  the  tioT 
of  nations.    All  the  naval  powers  thst  i^ 
oxiatod,  have  fallen,  with  the  eiceptiwurf™ 
John  Bull.    His  landholdera,  and  bu  bvf- 
craftamen,  have  yet  succeeded  in  keeping  ** 
up,  and  he  ia  more  f^~'  '•>•■•  •"»  "^  """ 
Although  I  have  never 
a  rope  oranul  of  it,  yt 
its  honor;   I  Was  of  tl 
the  a&ir  of  the  Chesa[ 
nation  attacks  one  of  on: 
blow  for  blow.  I  do  not 
for  I  am  qnite  willing 
voting  money  for  fiita 
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qnesljon  was  settled  by 
iropriatioa  was  made 
I«vy;  ondwehadtoi ., 
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Addiiumai  Sloops  of  War. 


[S 


one-half.  We  bad  better  leave  this  business  to 
those  'who  come  after  us.  We  had  tiiat  appro- 
priation to  reduce ;  and  we  may  have  to  reaace 
this  also.  No  navy  can  supersede  the  necessity 
of  an  army.  Yonr  fortifications  most  be  kept 
in  order,  and  manned.  If  any  reverse  in  onr 
situation  takes  place,  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  loans.  No  man  can  oalcnlate  what 
demands  we  may  have  for  money,  I  shall  nse 
no  hard  words  towards  the  Holy  Alliance: 
hard  words  do  not  hurt  them,  and  they  do  ns 
no  good.  I  am  willing  to  be  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  and  not  to  abase  anybody. 

Sir,   I  have  heard  of  economy  ever  since 
I  came  into  Congress,  and  every  year  we  spend 
more  and  more  money.    I  don't  know  bat  this  is 
all  right,  bat  I  think  the  people  are  not  as  free 
from  debt  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Washing- 
ton, and  I  believe  the  Grovemment  owes  more 
than  it  did  then.    The  sentleman  from  Virginia 
has  alladed  to  my  aneoaote  about  the  old  man 
and  his  silver  spoons.    It  might  have  been  right 
for  the  old  man  to  have  the  spoons,  but,  then, 
he  had  the  money  to  buy  them  with.    Some 
few  years  ago,  sir,  I  was  travelling  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,    in   a   circuit 
through  a  part  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — 
the  land  is  not  quite  so  poor  there  as  it  is  with 
US.  but  still,  no  one,  who  had  not  seen  it,  would 
helieve  there  was  any  land  quite  so  poor  upon 
earth.     I  stopped  at  a  very  miserable  tavern ; 
there  were  three  or  four  persons  present  en- 
inged  in  conversation.    They  were  fall  of  a 
Spanish  war,  and  all  in  a  rage  for  taking  Cuba. 
Tney  said,  **we  had  beaten  Great  Britain  once 
in  a  seven  years'  war;  and  again,  in  two  years, 
and  that  it  would  be  but  a  job  before  breakfast, 
to  whip  Spain  and  take  Cuba  from  her."    It  is 
a  very  easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war.  The  people 
may  be  a  little  unwilling  for  it,  at  first,  but 
some  leading  spirits  get  up  an  excitement,  and 
then  it  is  easily  kept  up.    We  are  always  tiying 
some  experiment     When  the  gunboat  system 
was  proposed,  I  was  no  advocate  for  it.     I 
recollect  making  the  remark,  upon  the  occa- 
sion, that  one  British  frigate  would  run  over 
them  all,  as  a  fine  race  horse  would  run  over  a 
litter  of  Guinea  pigs. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  gratified 
to  find  that  no  objection  had  been  yet  urged 
sffainst  building  the  ships  provided  for  in  Uiis 
buL  The  only  objection  seemed  to  be  to  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation.  The  Naval  Com- 
mittee certainly  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
ifubject  upon  Uie  Senate.  It  is  no  child  of 
theirs.  An  honorable  member  introduced  a 
resolution,  early  in  the  session,  proposing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  building  an 
adciitional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  In  com- 
plianoe  with  the  instructions  contained  in  that 
resolve,  the  committee  proceeded  to  make  the 
neoenary  inquiries.  They  communicated  with 
the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject. 
It  was  his  peculiar  province  to  know  what 
number  was  necessary.  He  answered  to  the 
qnestioa  of  the  committee,  that  ten  would  be 


the  proper  ^number.  This  number  did  not 
originate  with  the  committee.  They  inquired, 
also,  what  would  be  the  expense,  and  thev 
were  told  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  for  each 
vessel.  They  therefore  framed  a  bill  providing 
for  ten  vessels,  and  inserted  in  it  the  highest 
cost  of  building  them.  The  committee  do  not 
wish  to  press  the  bilL  It  was  said  that  there 
was  no  need  of  making  the  whole  appropriation 
at  once ;  that  the  timber  coidd  not  be  all  pro*- 
cured  within  the  present  vear,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  money  would  not  all  be  wanted. 
To  'satisfy  that  otjection,  I  moved  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  committee,  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  divided,  one-half  for  the  present, 
and  the  other  for  the  next  year;  and  I  am 
ready,  if  the  Senate  think  it  proper,  to  move 
for  a  farther  reduction  of  the  appropri- 
ation. But  why  should  you  vote  to  build  ten 
sloops  of  war,  without  furnishing  the  means  to 
do  it?  I  understand  that  some  part  of  the 
timber  necessary  for  building  these  vessels  is 
already  on  hand.  It  is  true  that  dome  kinds  of 
timber  can  only  be  cut  in  the  winter,  when  the 
sap  is  down,  but  some  of  it  may  be  obtained  as 
well  in  the  summer.  The  committee  have  per- 
mitted the  bill  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  ten  days, 
in  order  to  obtain  information  from  the  Depart- 
ment It  is  found  that  $425,000  for  the  present 
year,  will  not  be  too  hx^  an  appropri- 
ation. 


Monday,  February  0. 

JoHK  Tatlob,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
whose  credentials  were  filed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, appeared,  was  qualified;  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

AddiUanal  Slocpi  qf  War. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  Friday  last,  being  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Navu  AffairSi  authorizing  the 
building,  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war 
for  the  navfd  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowBiB  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
building  so  many  vessels  immediately  —  he 
doubted  the  expediencv  of  making  so  lai^e  an 
appropriation,  confined  to  one  or  two  years. 
It  is  said  that  the  vessels  are  wanted  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy.  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought 
that  subject  was  at  rest.  Congress  had  authorized 
the  purchase  of  vessels  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
last  session ;  and  we  have  been  told,  from  the 
proper  Department,  Uiat  the  enterprise  was  suo- 
oes^ul,  and  that  piracy  was  suppressed.  If  this 
is  the  case,  that  exigency  does  not  now  exist-— of 
course,  there  is  less  necessity  to  complete  these 
vessels  immediately.  On  the  ground  that  in 
peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war,  Mr.  L.  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  number  of  vessels 
proposed  by  this  bill.  He  conceived  the  only 
question  now  to  be,  at  what  time  tlie  money 
should  be  paid.  lie  was  in  favor  of  amending 
the  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the 
present   year,    and    $150,000    annually     for 
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the  foor  suooeeding  years.  He  thought  a  per- 
manent appropriation  better  than  an  annual 
one,  as  such  a  course  would  place  the  subject 
before  the  Navy  Board,  to  proceed  according 
to  their  judgment  and  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  was  not  opposed  to  the  support  of  a 
Navy,  to  a  certain  extent.  He  considered 
that  our  present  naval  force,  with  the  addition 
of  the  vessels  proposed  b^  this  bill,  would  be 
quite  large  enough ;  and.  if  the  act  of  Congress 
providing  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Kavy  haa  contained  a  provision  for  ten  sloops 
of  war,  he  should  have  opposed  any  further  in- 
crease; but  he  believed  some  small  vessels 
were  necessary,  and  was  willing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  provided  the  building  of  the  vessels  was  not 
hurried. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Smtth,  Mr.  Bahbous  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  "two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
present  year,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  the  three  succeeding  years.^^  This 
was  agreed  to— yeas  24,  nays  18,  as  follows: . 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Clayton, 
D'Wol^  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Elliott, 
Hayne,  Hofanes  of  Misasdppi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Eentacky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massa^ 
ohnsetts,  Parrott,  Seymonr,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Thomas,  and  Williams — ^24. 

Nats. — Meaars.  Bell,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Diokerson,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Rogglea,  and  Ware — 13. ' 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Tuesday,  February  10. 

Missiuippi  Land  Gompanp, 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  directors  of  a 
coiporation  cdled  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  &c,  reported  as  follows : 

1st.  That,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  hetween  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
United  States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of 
Geoxgia,  or  with  the  satisfaction  of  certain  land 
claims  agreed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States) 
appropriate  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for 
satisfying  certain  claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  commonly  called  the  Yazoo  claims ; 
provided  the  act  of  Congress  making  sach  appropria- 
tion was  passed  within  one  year. 

2d]ly.  That,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  8d  of 
March,  1803,"  so  much  as  should  be  found  necessary 
of  the  five  millions  of  acres  reserved,  as  before  stated, 
were  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
been  reserved.  But  ^it  was  provided  by  that  act, 
**  that  no  other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  ap> 
propriation  but  those  the  evidence  of  which  shall 


have,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jamtaiy  ant, 
been  exhibited  by  the  claimants  to  the  Secretaiyof 
State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  offies 
for  that  purpose,"  &e. 

8dly.  That,  porsnant  to  the  proviaionsof  ths  kiU 
mentioned  act,  tiie  claims  to  the  said  lands  were  a- 
hibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  inftliulipg  tfaosi 
now  in  question,  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act  piO' 
viding  for  their  adjustment  and  satiafaction,  Jiui^ 
layed  nntil  the  year  1814. 

4thly.  That  many  of  the  claims,  soexhibitBd,  wen 
found  to  conflict  widi  each  other,  and  also  with  ri^ 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States  ii 
consequence  of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of 
Geoigia,  and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  cession,  iDmed 
to  the  United  Statea 

5thly.  That,  to  make  the  indemnity  and  proridi 
for  the  a^ustment  of  the  dums  in  qnestioD,  the  set 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1814,  was  passed  by  ^diich— 

1st  The  President  was  authoriaed  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasoiy  of  the  Usitod 
States,  to  such  claimants,  reqwctively,  as  hid  exliib- 
ited  their  claims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  180S,  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  payable  oat  of  moneys  arising  fien 
the  sfde  of  said  public  land,  and,  among  other  o<hb- 
panies,  to  the  persons  claiming  in  the  t»*wm»  <«  imdBr 
the  Georgia  Mississippi  Ck>mpany,  a  man  not  esoecd- 
ing,  in  the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  6ftf 
thousand  dollars. 

2d.  That  the  claimants  of  the  lands  migfat  file,  m 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  release  of  sll 
their  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assiflniMat 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  iSsim  te 
any  money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Gtap^ 
such  release  and  assignment  to  take  e£fect  on  the  ii- 
denmification  of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  pro* 
visions  of  that  act    * 

8d.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were,  aooord- 
ingly,  appointed  '*  to  adjudge  and  finally  deteciuos 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  dauni  so  i»> 
leased  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  cooffitt 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  ad- 
judge and  determine  upon  all  sndi  claims  under  Ae 
aforesaid  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Ocor- 
gia,  as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  UoitBd 
States  by  the  State  of  Georgia.** 

ethly.  That  the  provisionsofthe  act  of  1814  wen, 
in  all  respects,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  i> 
behalf  of  the  United  States  with  the  daimaot^  is- 
cluding  the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release^ 
require  by  ihe  said  act,  was  made  by  them. 

7thly.  That,  before  the  commissioQera^  tke  ^ 
tioners,  as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Misasa^ 
Land  Company,  claimed,  as  the  persons  entitled  to 
the  one  million  five  hundred  and  fi(ty  thousand  dol- 
lars directed  to  be  issued  to  the  Geoqptk  iSmaifi^ 
Land  Company,  their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600 
acres,  amountiz^  to  $180,425,  was  resisted  in  }Mi 
of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the  gToesd 
that  the  consideration  money  for  said  lands  hsd  oci 
been  paid,  and  that  therefore  they  were  in  eqnitj 
entitled  to  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress.   The  commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  tfae 
Georgia   Misussippi  Company,   and  the   $130)^^ 
were  deducted  from  the  amount  awarded  to  the  K^ 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  dietiibutM 
as  follows :  $50,608  48  to  individual  members  of  die 
Georgia  Mi^issippi  Company,  who  had  releasodM 
the  United  States  under  tfae  act  of  1814,  to  whom  the 
same  has  aooordingly  been  paid ;  $79,616  6i  «<* 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


609 


TwaOLVABYj  18S^.] 


Soadt  m  Ae  TetriUny  of  Florida. 


[Skhatb. 


'6B0rved  to  the  United  States,  as  being  the  shares  of 
i^oee  daimants  iHio,  not  having  been  paid  the  con- 
ideration  money  bj  the  persons  wha  had  pmchased 
if  them,  claimed  to  be  still  the  legal  and  bona  fide 
iwners  of  said  lands,  and,  as  snoh,  had  availed  them- 
elves  of  the  provision  of  the  repeaHng  act  of  the 
State  of  Geoigia,  and  obtained  the  repayment  of  the 
wnsideration  money  by  tarrendering  their  titles  to 
be  State. 

Sthly.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  er- 
roneous, and  they  ask  to  have  the  $180,425  paid  to 
bem  by  the  United  States,  or  their  release  to  the  ex- 
ent  of  the  957,600  acres  canoeUed,  so  that  they  may 
isaeit  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The 
^npseme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  tiie  case  of 
Srown  and  Gilman,  4  Wbeaton,  256,  have  decided 
haX  the  grant  from  the  Geoigia  Misfflsrippi  Land 
company  to  tiie  individuals  who  afterwards  conati- 
»ted  and  composed  the  New  EngpUnd  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwi^- 
itanding  the  act  of  Geoigia  pohibiting  tiie  deeds  for 
^e  same  fix>m  being  reocnded ;  and  that  by  the  terms 
)f  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors 
tiad  no  lien  on  the  lands  for  the  consideration  money, 
ind  that  therefore  the  decree  of  the  commissioners, 
in  that  respect,  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of 
Omt  decision,  its  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
Ibe  pedtioners,  and  those  &ey  represent,  and  for  a 
DBore  particular  statement  of  the  facts  and  circmn- 
itanoea  connected  with  the  whole  transaction,  the 
Mnunittee  refer  to  the  ease  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  to 
file  decree  of  the  commissioners  accompanying  this 
report,  to  the  accompanying  oertifioatea  of  two  of  the 
Dommiaaionerfl^  and  to  a  more  particular  statement 
made  by  the  petitioiieiv  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  adopted  by  them  in  tiieir  report  last  year  on  die 
Hune  petition. 

9thly.  The  committee  acquiesce  in  the  oorrectness 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe 
lihat  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  on  tlie  point 
of  law  raised  before  them,  was  erroneous;  but,  as 
their  decree  was  agreed  and  declared  by  the  law  to 
be  final  and  oondudve  on  the  righto  of  all  the  par- 
tieS|  and  as  they  have  not  found  any  drcumstancds 
In  ib»  case  req[niring  that  the  same  should  be  opened, 
but  many  strong  reasons  against  the  propriety  (^ 
d(Mng  so,  a  majority  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ooght  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  report  and  resolation  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


Fridat,  February  20. 
Boads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize 
the  laying  ont  and  opening  certain  pnbUc  nwds 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thooaand  dollars  for  the  porpose  of  nuJdng  a 
road  from  Pensaoola  to  St.  Angastine,  and 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  snr- 
▼eyiM  routes  for  two  other  roads  intersecting 
sud  Territory  at  different  points. 

Mr.  Bbown  stated  that  the  distance  over 
which  the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was 
about  three  hnndrea  miles;  and  the  distance 


to  be  surveyed  for  the  two  other  roads  would 
be  about  six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  great 
importance  to  have  a  communication  opened 
along  the  coast  of  that  Territory.  The  inhabi- 
tants, living  under  the  same  government,  were 
widely  separated  from  each  other.  The  pro- 
posed road  will  pass  through  a  very  fine  and 
fertile  country,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  It  appeared  to 
the  committee  to  be  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  of  this 
property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re- 
quire protection  from  the  Government,  and  thia 
measure  will  accelerate  its  settlement  As  the 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  wan  of  great  im- 
portance, from  two  coufiiderations — ^the  first,  as 
It  related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  re- 
gard to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. If  gentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of 
that  part  of  the  Territory,  they  would  perceive 
that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  succor 
St.  Augustine,  except  by  water.  The  road 
could  l^  made  at  a  small  expense,  and  would 
furnish  the  means  of  inunediate  defence.  He 
thought  the  United  States  ought  to  keep  an  eye 
on  that  part  of  the  country — ^it  is  now  very 
weak  and  defenceless.  Without  this  road,  peo- 
ple could  not  be  induced  so  speedOy  to  emi- 
grate to  that  Territory,  and  its  settlement 
would  be  retarded. 

Mr.  LowRiB  said  there  were  two  objects 
specified  in  this  bOl,  which  the  gentleman  had 
not  touched  upon — the  surveys  of  two  other 
routes,  besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to 
be  made.  He  wished  information  on  those 
points;  as  three  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  surveys,  while  only  twenty 
thousand  dollars  was  to  be  granted  for  making 
the  other  road. 

Mr.  Bbown,  In  explanation,  remarked  that 
the  contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  sur- 
yeyed,  embraced  an  extent  of  six  hundred 
mUes;  while  the  road  to  be  made  was  only 
three  hundred.  Those  routes  which  were  to 
be  traced  out,  touch  at  different  parts  of  the 
Territory,  the  communication  witn  which  is 
highly  important 

mi,  LowBiB  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Ck>mmittee  on  Roads  and  Oanals,  what  data  the 
committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  ex- 
penditures for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Bbown  said  tne  committee  had  before 
them  the  statements  furnished  by  the  delegate 
who  represented  that  Territory  in  the  other 
House.  From  these,  and  such  information  as 
could  be  gained  from  the  mi^  of  that  country, 
the  estimates  were  made. 

Mr.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  appro- 
priation provided  in  this  bilL  with  the  labor  of 
the  military  force  stetioned  m  that  part  of  the 
country,  would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed 
objects^he  said  that,  by  this  means,  a  topo- 
graphical view  of  the  country  through  which 
tiie  roads  were  to  run,  would  oe  obtained ;  and 
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the  President  would  Dot  apply  more  money  to 
the  purpose  thua.  should  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  Chandleb  thought  that  must  be  a  very 
extraordinary  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  would  make  three  hundred  miles 
of  road  in  it  We  have  been  told  that  the  sol- 
diers could  not  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  C. 
believed  that,  if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  now,  it  would  not  be  a  great 
while  before  Congress  would  be  called  upon  to 
vote  more  money  for  this  object. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  could  hardly  believe 
that  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  whidi  was  all 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  bill  would  amount 
to,  would  be  sufficient  to  make  this  road.  He 
felt  in  favor  of  making  a  road  from  Pensacola 
to  St.  Augustine,  but  wished  to  know  what  the 
real  cost  of  such  a  road  would  be — ^how  much 
it  would  cost  in  money,  and  how  much  labor 
the  soldiers  could  perform.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  committee  had  estimated  the  cost  When 
appropriations  are  to  be  made,  an  estimate  is 
generally  required.  When  a  light-house  or  a 
pier  is  to  be  built,  the  committee  is  called  upon 
for  an  estimate.  He  thought  the  Government 
were  going  too  far  in  this  business,  in  making 
out  these  two  roads  of  three  hundred  miles 
each.  The  distance,  considering  the  sinuosities 
of  the  road,  might  be  a  great  deal  more  than 
was  calculated.  If  the  survey  is  made,  we 
shall  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other,  to 
make  the  roads  also.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road 
from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine;  they  are 
united  under  one  government,  the  operations 
of  which  require  that  there  should  be  a  com- 
munication between  the  two  places.  He  was, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemen  who  came  from  a  part  of  the 
country  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  should  think  the  sum  mentioned 
in  this  bill  too  small  for  the  contemplated  pur- 
pose. In  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
roads  must  be  rendered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to 
secure  them  from  the  operation  of  the  frosty  the 
expense  would,  undoubtedly,  be  much  greater. 
But,  in  the  section  where  this  road  is  to  be 
located,  all  that  is  done  is  to  fell  the  trees,  and 
excavate  ditches  by  the  side  of  the  road.  There 
is  no  need  of  any  great  auantity  of  materiaL 
He  believed  ten  thousand  dollars  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  fell  the  timber,  and  lay  out  the  road. 
The  most  important  difficulty  is  the  swamps 
through  which  the  road  must  pass ;  the  timber 
is  rolled  into  them,  as  it  is  cut  down,  and  the 
mud  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.  These  are 
our  roads.  They  are  not  like  those  in  the 
North,  and  hence  they  do  not  pst  as  much 
money.  He  believed  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  services  of  the  military,  would 
be- amply  sufficient.  With  regard  to  the  sur- 
veys to  be  made  for  the  other  roads,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  would  be  greatly  facili- 
tated by  opening  these  communicationfl.  They 
pass  through  a  wUderneas,  in  which  it  is  only 


necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and  tboee  wli 
pass  upon  the  road  will  ma^e  it  We  bsn 
only  to  mark  out  the  way.  In  the  event  «f 
war,  it  would  be  very  important,  as  foniaiaBg 
opportunities  for  an  army  to  pass  with  cdfiri^. 
Mr.  £.  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  tie 
welfare  of  that  part  of  the  country,  ^st  fiii 
bill  should  be  adopted ;  the  country  WG«ild  tba 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  vi^ 
to  settle  there.  It  is  now  in  a  very  expond 
situation ;  it  may  be  called  the  piqud  k  tb 
Union ;  and  shall  we  suffer  it  to  remain  de- 
fenceless ?  As  this  measure  would  furuKh  lacSi- 
ties  for  investigating  the  country,  and  ffieaosfif 
its  defence,  Mr.  E.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  toi 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himsctf  mardied 
through  a  considerable  part  of  that  territaiy, 
and  was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  sbletd 
open  a  road  at  that  rate,  he  believed  thiit 
twenty  thousand  dollars  would  be  a  saffioeBt 
sum  for  this  purpose.  He  had  no  doubt  t^ 
it  would  be  sufficient,  unless  bridges  were  to  te 
made  over  the  streams,  which  he  believed  vm 
not  intended. 

Mr.  Bbowk  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  frm 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  fiff- 
nished  in  regard  to  light-hoases,  dsc.,  he  coaU 
inform  him,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  to  be 
made  in  Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  thef 
would  cost  five  dollars  per  mile ;  that  snrreyoa 
in  that  section  of  the  country  would  trace  oot 
roads  at  the  rate  of  three  doUars  the  mile;  and 
the  committee  calculated  that  five  doUan  a 
mile  would  defray  the  whole  expense.  TliA 
utility  of  these  surveys,  he  thought,  was  as- 
questionable,  as  they  served  as  guides  to  totr- 
ellers  who  explore  the  country.  The  soil  is « 
dry,  and  so  easy  to  be  worked,  that  he  beUetei 
the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the  an 
proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Seaato 
without  amendment ;  and,  upon  its  passage  to 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Chanblrb  called  for  tl» 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  foUows: 

Yeas. — Mesm.  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Eaton,  E^ 
waids  of  Connecticiit,  Elliott,  Flndlay,  GvS^ 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miffisqf^ 
Jackflon,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabuo^ 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  McDvaine,  Mills,  Parrott,  Ritgg^ 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Tlioom 
Van  Buren,  Ware,  Williams— 18. 

Nays.— Measra.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D*  W 
Knight,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Yii^^nia,  Van  Dykfr-& 

So  the  biU  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


TuESDAT,  February  S4. 
Claim  of  MassaehiuetU. 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  t«&^' 
ed  from  the  Pbesidbitt  of  the  Dkitxd  Statoi 

To  the  Senate  and  Haute  <^  Reprttad^u^i^ 

United  SuOee: 
I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  certain  doco««« 
relating  to  a  claim  of  Maasachioetts  for  secriM 


DBBATBS  OF  CONGRESS. 


511 


fKBBVAxr,  1824.] 


Claim  of  MoMtachvaetts, 


[Sbiuxk. 


lered  bj  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
inr  whidi  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
he  particnltf  circumstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
lave  thought  it  proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  die 
onsideration  of  Congresa 

In  forming  a  just  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
lecessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
larlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that^  when  a  call 
ras  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
he  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  wns  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  aS  the  States,  and  in  con- 
onnity  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive  of 
fassachusetts  revised  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
irinciple  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
onstitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
0  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
ions,  and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
br  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on 
he  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States ; 
ind,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  such  consent 
letng  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
sr  ^cer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
if  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person, 
rhat  this  deciaon  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts 
ras  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
states,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
•  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
k  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
i^ts,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
ind  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was 
Dimed,  was  oonaidered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
Lugus^  1812,  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
ud  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
ras  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
hat  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
ilike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
J  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
aohusetts,  at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
Dteresting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
iecretaiy  of  War,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  State  were 
ailed  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
lot  pat  nnder  the  command  of  the  Migor  General  of 
be  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
rera,  the  expense  attending  their  service  would  be 
haigeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
t  wot  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
tajm  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
lent  of  soch  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Ixecntive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
rinciplea  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Govemment 
ould  not  decide. 

Under  theee  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the  claim 
f  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
endcd,  and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
LoQ  has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  be 
nproper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
be  aamlssion  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
tnictioii  of  the  oonstitntion  contended  for  by  die 
ben  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that 
eriod,  towards  the  General  Govemment  and  the 
Jnioa. 

In  Jannaiy,  1828,  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
rom  Maasachosetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
ial,  that  the  constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
o  a  portion  of  the  claim,  and  requested  that  the  ac- 
oonting  officer  of  the  Govemment  mi^t  be  instruct- 
d  to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  from 
hat  olgeetion.    In  all  cases  where  claiou  are  pre- 


sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instruction  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  or  otherwise, 
under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim  against  the 
United  States,  admitting  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  well-founded  oljection,  under  the  res- 
ervation, as  to  the  constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  claim,  with 
that  reservation. 

Jn  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
State,  commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  daim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sub- 
ject to  the  objectiop  above  stated.  I  have  examined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
dered by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
and  proper,  necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
some  instances,  actual  invauon,  and  in  others^  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  tiiat  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
other  portions  of  service  stood  on  nmilar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  beeninstracted,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctiy  under  what  circmnstanoea 
each  portion  of  service  was  rendered — ^whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  or  the  menace  of  invadon, 
or  by  public  authority ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
mUitia  rendering  sudi  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  maintained  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation,  the  State 
is  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  very  distressing  anonialy  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizena  in  Massachusetts  are 
as  firmly  devoted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
lican principles  of  our  Grovemment,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  important  troth, 
their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears  ample 
testimony ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
thorough  conviction,  tiiat,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
verted to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  Elxecntive,  ex- 
cited equal  Ruprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a  moment  when 
the  confidence  of  the  Govemment  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State,  was  impaired ;  nor 
is  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  will- 
ing and  ready  to  support  their  rights^  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  tiie  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instractions,  the  payment  of 
so  mucn  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  die  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  caae^ 
that  the  daim,  in  all  its  parts^  was  cognizable  by  Con- 
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mai  alone.     The  period  M  nUch  tiie 

difflcnity  wu  raised,  bj  the  ExecntiTe  of  the  State, 

211  in  the  highest  degice  important,  at  wai  &e  ten- 
Day  of  the  prineipls  fbr  which  it  contended,  and 
which  waa  adbersd  to  dnrin);  the  var.  The  pablic 
misd  thnnighaot  the  Union  wai  much  excited  1^  that 
ocoDireuDe,  and  gi«at  loliratiidfl  vai  felt  a*  to  its  coO' 
WqceiicHia.  The  EiecntiTe  of  the  United  Statu  waa 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  jnit  oonitrnc- 
tioD  of  tha  oonititution ;  in  doing  wliidi,  it  ia  grati- 
Ijiog  to  recollect  that  the  moat  Inendly  ft«lings  were 
diemhed  towirdt  theic  brethren  oTthitt  State.  The 
Execatire  of  the  State  vrai  warned,  in  the  corre- 
qnndence  which  then  took  place,  of  the  tight  in  which 
Its  conduct  was  viewed,  and  uT  the  effect  it  would 
haTe,  lottx  u  related  to  the  right  oftheExecntiTe  of 
the  Dnitsd  Stales,  on  an;  claim  which  migbt  after- 
wardi  be  preMnted  by  the  State  to  compeniatioQ  foe 
fooh  nTTioea.  UnSer  theae  circamstaocei,  the  power 
of  the  Eiecndve  of  the  United  States  to  aettle  any 
portiso  of  this  olaim,  aeema  to  be  precluded.  Itieema 
prc^r,  alao,  that  thia  claim  ihoutd  be  decided,  on  full 
InrealiKitioii,  before  the  pablic,  that  the  principle  on 
which  It  ia  decided  ma;  be  thoroo^y  understood  by 
our  feUow-«itiieoa  of  ereiy  State,  which  can  be  done 
by  Congreia  alone ;  who  alone,  ain,  poaaeia  the 
power  to  pau  the  lawa  which  may  be  neceasary  to 
carry  incb  decision  into  effect 

In  aabmitting  this  mtject  to  the  calm  and  enli^rt- 
«ned  jadgment  of  Congress,  I  do  it  with  peculiar  aatii. 
faction,  {torn  a  knowledge  that  yon  are  now  placed, 
by  the  eonne  of  eTenU,  In  a  stnation  which  will  en- 
able yon  to'  adopt  nich  meamrea  as  will  not  only 
oomport  with  Ab  lotmdprindpleaofonr  Government, 
bnl^  likewiae,  b«  oondudre  to  other  the  highert  inter- 
cMaofonr  Union.  By  the  remmeiation  of  £e  principle 
maintained  bj  the  tbeo  ExeootiTe  of  Haetachitaetta, 
■a  hai  been  done  by  ita  present  Execotive  and  both 
brmnchei  of  the  Legislature,  In  tbe  meet  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  acoord  with  the  aentunenta  of  the  great 
bod;  of  Uie  pet^le,  the  conatltution  ia  reatorsd,  m  a 
very  important  feature — thatoannected  with  the  pab- 
lic defence;  and  in  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  atrei^gth.  It  I>  gratifying 
to  know,  that  thia  renunciation  has  been  produced  Ii; 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Be- 
pohlican  sjBtam,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  difflcolty,  and  who  anstained  the 
Government  with  great  firmneaa,  have  gained  daily 
ttrengtb  until  this  result  waa  accomplished.  The 
p(nnta  on  which  you  win  have  to  dedde,  are,  irtiat  is 
fairly  due  for  the  service*  which  were  actually  ren- 
dered ?  By  what  means  ahall  we  contribnle  most  to 
oement  the  Union,  and  give  the  greateat  support  to 
OQT  most  excellent  constitution  ?  In  seeking  each 
object  separately  we  are  led  to  the  same  result;  All 
that  can  be  claimed  by  our  fellow-dtizens  of  Massac 
chusetts  is,  that  the  cocstitutional  abjpction  be  waived, 
and  that  they  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  their 
brethren  in  the  other  States — that,  regarding  the 
servioes  rendered  by  the  militia  of  oflier  States,  for 
which  compensation  haa  been  made,  giving  to  &ib 
rule  the  most  liberal  construction,  like  compensation 
be  made  for  similar  aerrioea  rendered  by  the  militia 
rf  that  State. 

I  have  been  led  to  oonclnde,  on  great  conaideration, 
tliat  the  principles  of  justice,  aa  well  as  a  due  regard 
for  the  great  InUreata  of  our  Union,  require  that  thia 
claim.  In  the  extent  pn^Hxed,  shonid  be  acceded  to. 
Essential  servioe  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by 
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the  militia  of  Hassacbusetia,  and  with  6ie  mat  [Mi- 
otic motives.  It  seems  jost,  tberefbne,  that  they  *jdl 
be  oompensaled  for  andi  aerrioos,  in  like  mairai  (it 
the  mlhtia  of  die  other  States.  The  fxaHsdai 
difficult  did  not  originate  wi&  Asm,  and  bii  m 
been  removed.  It  cemports  with  oar  syAa  to  kil 
to  the  service  taidsnd,  and  to  Oie  inteotioa  itt 
which  it  was  rendered,  and  to  award  lbs  em;— 
t)on  aooordlagly,  eqwcially  as  it  may  now  be  ta 
without  the  sacrifice  of  princ^l&  The  nolivt^  ia  tta 
instance,  is  tiia  strongBT,  beMnaa  well  satiiiGed  1  m 
that,  by  so  doing,  w«  ahall  give  the  most  Adri 
snpport  to  onr  republican  mstltotiona.  No  hM 
cause  of  disoontent  will  be  left  behind.  Tbe  g^ 
bod;  of  the  people  will  be  gratified;  and  eves  Ika 
who  now  survive,  who  were  then  in  ems,  cssbii 
fail  to  see,  with  interest  and  latiBfactiDn,  tins  £■)>» 
ing  occnrrenoe  thoa  happily  terminated.  I  tbeitiBt 
consider  it  my  duty  to  reconunend  it  U  Cngna  t 
make  pnvidon  for  the  aettlanient  <t  tbt  dsba  <( 
Massachusetts,  for  services  rendemd  in  tbe  lata  nr^ 
the  militia  of  the  Steta,  In  coli£>nnity  widi  llie  tila 
which  have  governed  ia  Qid  ssttJement  ef  tbedoa 
for  services  rendered  by  du  nulilin  of  the  other  SMi 
JAMES  KONBOE. 
V/ASBnuskm,  Fti.  SB,  1834. 

The  Message  vos  read,  uid  ordered  to  1* 

printed  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 


WcDifBaD^T,  Febniary  SS. 
Franeit  ffendentm,  Jr. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bakbods,  the  Sanity  it 
Gommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  oobbSb 
the  hill  Tepoii«d  bv  the  Jadidaiy  ComniUK 
fur  the  relief  of  fVancis  Eend^son,  jr.  n 
will  be  recollected  that  thia  bill  grants  im- 
tain  Bom  of  money  to  Mr.  Henderson,  iriw  k 
the  grandson  of  the  late  Oolonel  John  Lanm 
for  diplomatJo  and  militar;  serrioea  recdend  b 
the  oonntr;  by  his  mndfath«r.  Kr.  E  ■do"' 
to  amend  the  bill,  b;  inaertiiv  a  proviM,  tt 
quiring,  previons  to  the  pa;meQt  of  thaBmer, 
a  fnll  relinqniahmuit  of  all  cUime  for  Ukm  so^ 
Ticee  on  the  part  oF  FranciB  and  Franm  E- 
Henderaoo,  the  father  and  mother  of  ^J*" 
son  for  whose  rcJief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Up" 
the  qnestioa  to  amend,  the  merits  of  tba  le 
itself  were  folly  dtsoossed.  ^^ 

Mr.  Lakkut  called  for  the  reading  of  n™ 
do«nment8,  showing  the  oompensatloD  *!w 
had  already  been  made  to  Oolonel  LauRM  •'>' 
his  family,  Messrs.  Bjlbboub,  Mnj«, »iwK»- 
ooH,  advocated  the  bill,  and  Heasrft.  OaiMtm 
Tatlob  of  Virginia,  HoLiiBa  of  Maio^  I^ 
If  Air,  SioTH,  Bbll,  and  Esllt,  oppcoed  iL  .  , 

The  bill  was  sapported  on  th< 
the  claim  was  one  of  strict  Jib 
money  waa  actually  dna  fin-  mi 
rendered  b;  Oolonel  LaDren&  a 
whiob  onght  to  have  been  aUoi 
diplomatic  oharaot^',  when  uipo 
Minister  to  France;  and  that 
made  to  paying  the  money  to  tbi 
stead  of  the  daughter  of  Colonel  1 
be  obviated  b;  the  adoptiOD  of  tl 
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eqairin^  the  sasotioD  of  Mr.  aad  Mrs.  Hender- 
on  preyioos  to  the  payment  of  the  money. 

It  was  objected  against  the  passage  of  the 
^ill,  that  Colonel  Lanrens,  although  he  had  ren- 
lored  high  and  valnable  serrioes  to  the  conn- 
ry.  had  received  all  the  compensation  that  he 
lad  wished  or  expected  for  those  serrices ;  that 
he  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to 
le  considered  as  a  bar  to  all  snch  claims ;  and 
bat,  if  the  ckum  were  alloved  at  all,  the  mon- 
▼  shonld  be  p^d  to  the  daughter,  and  not  to 
DC  grandson  of  Ck>lonel  Lanrens. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Hr.  Babboxtb 
ras  carried.  He  then  moyed  to  fill  the  blank 
n  the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with 
^|T,542  41."  This  motion  was  rejected — ^14 
«as,  28  nays.  Gonsiderinf  this  last  vote  as  de- 
isive  of  the  fata  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Babboub  mov- 
d  its  indefinite  postponement,  which  was  car- 
ied  without  opposition. 


Ebidat,  February  27. 

MUiUtrff  AppropriaU<mi, 

Mr.  Smith  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
eported  the  biU  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives,  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
ervice  of  the  Umtea  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
Htbout  amendment  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
he  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
)rajioh  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
mtion  of  this  bill. 

)[UUarif  Academy — PurchoMe  qf  Lcmd  to  re- 
mo9e  a  Drvaking-hiuBe. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
he  bin  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the 
lurdhase  of  a  uum  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ifili- 
ary  Academy,  at  West  Point,  at  a  snm  not  ex- 
eeding  ten  thousand  dollars ;  upon  which  £urm 
here  is  a  pnblio  house. 

Mr.  Ohandueb  was  in  favor  of  strikinff  out 
he  danse  alluded  to.  He  thought  it  would  be 
i  no  great  use  to  purchase  this  farm,  with  the 
Qblic  houae  unon  it,  when  another  tavern 
oold  be  erected  immediately  at  some  other 


Mr.  LowBzi  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
be  qpinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Usademy  was  such  as  not  to  require  any  appro- 
ffiation  like  this ;  but  dnce  he  had  exanuned 
ato  the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to 
his  tavern^  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
i  purohasmg  the  &nn.  It  had  been  stated 
bai,  in  consequence  of  tiie  location  of  this  pnb- 
io  house  in  tne  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the 
indents  obtained  liquor,  which  was  introduced 
Ato  the  barracks,  a^^dnst  the  rules  of  the  Acad- 
my.  He  considered  the  only  oueetion  to  be, 
rhether  a  great  nuisance  shoula  be  removed, 
^the  expense  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  Tlu» 
Moate  would  recollect  that  great  sums  of  mon- 
ly  bad  been  expended  upon  this  seminary ;  and 
(  by  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
t  great  evil  could  be  removed  from  it,  he 
hoQght  it  important  that  it  should  be  done. 
Vol.  Vn.— 4)8 


The  object  was  incalculably  greater  than  the 
expenditure  proposed.  He  had  much  rather 
that  the  police  of  the  institution  should  have 
been  such  as  to  restrain  all  improprieties  of  this 
kind;  but  perhaps  it  was  hot  possible  to  re* 
strain  them.  He  understood  the  regulations 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  ^ed  foi 
the  reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject,  fron 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  ILlook  believed  that  there  was  not  a 
school,  an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  in- 
struction of  youth,  in  the  United  States,  where 
similar  evils  were  not  to  be  found.  These  pub 
lie  houses,  he  said,  were  scattered  about  the 
country  in  every  direction;  and  the  expense 
would  be  immense  if  the  Government  was  to 
purchase  them  all,  to  prevent  their  injurious 
effects  upon  our  youth.  He  thon^t  there  was 
another  objection  to  this  purchase — ^the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  exercise  authority  over  the 
land  without  the  consent  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  West  Point  had  been  ceded  to  the  Gov* 
emment  by  the  State ;  and,  therefore,  Jurisdic- 
tion could  be  exerdsed  over  it.  But,  if  this 
farm  was  bought,  the  land  attached  to  that  in- 
stitution will  be  held  by  two  different  tenures. 
If  any  profit  is  to  be  made  by  a  public  house 
there,  another  will  soon  be  buUt— and  the  Gov- 
ernment must  buy  all  the  land  to  prevent  it 
If  the  young  students  are  determinea  to  have  a 
frolic,  they  will  have  it  at  all  events. 

Mr.  HoLMSs,  of  Maine,  had  strong  doubts  of 
this  appropriation.  We  are  about  to  vote  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  this  fum. 
The  owner  will  know  very  wefi  what  amount 
is  appropriated,  and  he  will  not  take  lees  than 
the  whole  amount.  It  is  a  monstrous  price  for- 
the  land.  Mr.  H.  believed  it  very  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  public  house  somewhere 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Academy,  for  the  acoom-> 
modation  of  the  friends  of  the  students,  and 
others  who  might  visit  it,  and  he  believed  there 
would  be  one.  It  is  said  that  the  place  la  so 
surrounded  by  mountains,  that  there  is  ne  spot 
on  which  to  erect  another  house.  But  there  la 
certainly  a  road  over  the  mountains  leading  to 
the  place;  and  enterprising  individuals  wlu- be 
founo,  who  will  erect  another  house  on  or  near 
that  road.  If  the  mountains  are  as  high  as  At- 
las itself  they  will  have  a  tavern— uiey  will 
build  a  house  upon  the  mountaio,  and  make 
steps  to  it,  if  there  is  no  other  place.  Are  not 
these  irregularities  among  the  students  the  fault 
of  the  disGij)line  of  the  institution.?  When  the 
students  wish  to  violate  the  rules,  would  they 
not  rather  have  the  publio  house  farther  off! 
If  the  house  were  at  a  distance,  so  as  to  be 
without  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  Acade- 
my, would  not  the  excesses  be  greater  ?  If  we 
purchase  this  ilum,  another  house  will  be  im* 
mediately  erected  upon  the  borders  of  it,  and 
the  excesses  will  be  greater  there  than  they  are 
at  the  present  place.  If  the  purchase  is  made 
at  all,  it  must  be  bv  cession  of  the  Jurisdiction 
from  tiie  State.  But,  Mr.  H.  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  neoesat^  for  the  purchase. 
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Mr.  LowBix  said  be  had  no  doubt  that  a  tav- 
em  was  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Acad- 
emy; and  there  certainly  might  be  one  there; 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Govemment  of  the  institution. 
As  to  the  question  of  Jurisdiction,  the  United 
States  undoubtedly  have  a  right  to  purchase  the 
same  title  which  the  present  owner  possesses ; 
and  this  is  all  the  jurisdiction  that  is  wanted. 
He  believed  the  object  to  be  much  greater  than 
the  price  to  be  paid;  and  it  was  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  the  farm  could  be  purchased 
for  the  sum  proposed. 

Hr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  prevail.  This  appropriation 
would  introduce  a  new  principle  into  our  Gov- 
ernment— a  principle  that  we  should  purchase 
out  every  nuisance  that  exists  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  our  pubUo  seminaries.  We  confess  that 
we  are  so  deficient  in  discipline  that  we  cannot 
prevent  these  bad  effects,  except  by  purchase. 
We  have  such  nuisances  near  to  every  camp, 
arsenal,  and  public  institution  of  every  kind  in 
the  country.  K  a  tavern  becomes  a  great  nui- 
sance, instead  of  suppressing  its  abuses  by  the 
dvil  authority,  we  are  to  put  it  down  by  pur- 
chasing it  It  is  establishing  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent But,  Mr.  L.  asked,  with  all  respect  for 
this  Academy,  and  the  men  connected  with  it, 
why  Congress  was  called  upon  to  guard  the 
morals  of  those  youths  only  who  are  to  be  edu- 
cated for  the  military  service  ?  Almost  every 
other  institution  in  the  country  is  subject  to 
the  same  inconveniences.  It  is  our  duty  to 
guard  their  morals  as  well  as  those  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  And  are  we  certain,  if  the  ap- 
propriation is  made,  and  the  farm  purchased, 
that  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  evil?  No  man  can 
believe  that,  if  the  discipline  of  the  institution 
is  BO  lax  as  to  suffer  these  excesses,  and  the 
young  men  are  disposed  to  engage  in  tliem,  that 
two  or  three  miles  will  make  any  difference? 
If  there  is  a  tavern  anywhere  near  tiie  place, 
they  will  find  the  way  to  it  It  seems  that  this 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Seminary  takes*^ 

glace  after  12  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  guard 
I  removed.  Let  the  guard  be  posted  till  day- 
light, then.  Is  it  not  better  to  pursue  that 
course  than  to  establish  the  new  system  of  juris- 
prudence proposed  in  this  bill  ?  Mr.  L.  thought 
the  measure  would  not  produce  the  good  effects 
which  were  expected  from  it  If  the  Attor- 
ney-General is  correct  in  his  opinion,  the  stu- 
dents of  this  Academy  are  subject  to  martial 
(aw.  The  same  restraints  must  be  imposed 
om)n  them  as  upon  soldiers  of  the  line.  The 
omcers  have  omy  to  make  their  rules  more 
strict.  They  must  post  their  guards  till  sun- 
rise, if  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  he  doubted  the 
constitutionality  of  the  measure  now  proposed. 
He  believed  the  United  States  could  exercise 
no  Jurisdiction  over  the  farm  in  question  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  State.  The  Jurisdiction 
cannot  be  acquired,  except  for  the  purposes 
which  are  specifically  provided  in  the  constitu- 


tion. [Mr.  L.  read  the.  provision  of  tbe  coHlh 
tution  on  this  subject]  Under  that  ckaBe,h 
did  not  believe  that  a  purchase  could  be  nib 
for  this  ol^ect ;  and  he  thought  it  woddiia9- 
duce  a  bad  principle  into  the  Govenmieiit 

Mr.  Yak  Bubbn  said  that  his  honoraltieoa- 
league,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  ^ 
reported  this  bill,  and  who  had  paid  oonadoi- 
ble  attention  to  this  subject,  was  not  dqv  ■ 
his  seat.  He  therefore  moved  that  thebiln 
postponed  till  Monday  next,  and  made  tbe» 
der  of  that  day.    This  motion  was  agnadtOL 

Mo2n>AT,  March  1. 

Death   of  the   Bmre»entat%T&,    WVJUok  Im 

Ball,  JE^. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  BepnBeeii- 
tives  announced  to  the  Senate  the  deith  i 
William  Leb  Ball,  late  a  member  of  Ihe&M 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Yiipia^ 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-nomv, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cQnsidentioD  of  ^ 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  thep^ 
tion  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  d 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Babbous,  it  was 

JUtolved,  tmontmott^y,  That  the  Senate  viQ  li^ 
the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Wilxiax  Lee  BAU,bki 
member  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTet,  froB  ^ 
State  of  AHbiginia,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock^  cii 
ai  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memoij^^^ 
ceased,  they  will  go  in  mouming^  and  vw  (Af 
round  the  left  arm,  for  tiiirty  days. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Weduesd^* 

Wednesday,  March  8. 

Military  Appropriations —  West  Point  Afi^ 

my — Purchase  o/Land  to  remoM  a  Dnubst 

house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate  (are 
Committee  of  the  Whole)  resumed  the  ooifr 
eration  of  the  bill  from  the  other  House  nui^ 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  * 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824.  Tbe  q» 
tion  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  to  be  nponfla 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Maoon,  when  the  bifl^ 
before  under  consideration,  to  strike  wtj** 
clause  providing  for  the  purch^  ^  ^t^ 
upon  which  is  a  tavern,  in  the  vicinity  «  *• 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point 

This  motion  was  supported  by  **** 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Chandlee,  Macox,  LwiJ 
of  Maryland,  Bbanoh,  Taylor  of  Vir«W*^ 
Lakman,  on  the  ground  that  the  purchase  » 
the  farm  in  question  would  not  rMoote  wj 
nuisance,  in  consequence  of  the  c^**^*^f 
which,  the  purchase  is  proposed;  as  %W^ 
might  be  built  on  some  place  a  little  ftr««^^ 


moved  from  the  Academy ;  and  the  wcip**' 
of  the  United  States  to  make  the  pn«**^ff 
hold  the  title,  was  urged  as  an  objection.  !»• 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation  wisop- 
posed  by  Messrs.  Krao  of  New  York,  v^ 
BuBKN,  Smith,  Hayioe,  and  Muub,  who  «ob- 
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ended  that  the  removal  of  the  tavern  from  thia 
Arm,  or  ita  resalation  by  the  officers  of  the 
Lcademj,  would  eminently  promote  the  inter- 
at  of  the  institntion,  and  preserve  the  morals 
f  the  students.  The  power  of  the  Ck>vernment 
0  purchase  and  hold  the  land  was  also  snp- 
»oited.  The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas 
Ad  nays,  and  decided  against  striking  out  this 
ippropriation,  16  in  the  affirmative,  and  26  in 
he  negative,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Measn.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Hiandler,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  Ala- 
tama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Palmer, 
Talbot,  Taylor  d  lodiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
^are— 16. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton, 
Sdwaids  of  Conneeticnt,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
liasissippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  KeBy, 
Dng  of  New  York,  Knight^  Lloyd  of  Matsachnaetts, 
iowrie,  MoDvaine,  MiUs,  Noble,  Panott,  Boggles, 
laymoiir,  Smitii,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke, 
ffld  WiUiam»-26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
rithont  amendment^  and  passed  to  a  third 
fading. 

Fbidat,  March  5. 
VramapoftaUon  of  Specie^  Jtc^  in  Public  VemU. 

The  blU  reported  by  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Naval 
jkffiurs,  ^'regnlating  the  transportation  of  gold 
ad  silver  bnUion,  specie,  and  Jewels,  andcarry- 
Dg  of  passengers  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
)t  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
[Jnited  States,**  waa  taken  up  for  consideration 
n  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryhmd.  said,  as  he  had 
Ared  the  resolution  whicn  gave  rise  to  tiiis 
)ill2  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  the  views 
irhich  induced  him  to  propose  it.  He  felt  a 
;reat  interest  in  the  Navy,  and  wished  to  do 
iH  he  coold  to  sustain  its  honor.  He  believed 
he  permisdon  to  carry  specie  had  grown*  up, 
ike  many  other  of  our  practices,  from  the  ez- 
unple  of  England.  But  it  became  now  neces- 
ftry  to  inquire  how  feur  the  honor  and  Widfare 
)f  the  country  and  ita  Navy  was  compromitted 
>y  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  money 
)ave  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  some  of  our 
)fficers ;  our  public  vessels  have  been  the  depoei- 
^ries  and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  foreign 
lations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
ittry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine 
nd  chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer— to  turn 
^  mind  from  seeking  '*  reputation  at  the  can- 
u»n*8  month,*'  to  interested  and  sordid  pursuits. 
Farther  than  this,  the  practice  was  liable  to  in- 
rolve  us  in  difficulties  with  foreign  nations.  It 
*^ss  an  infringement  of  our  neutral  character ; 
■^was  authorizing  a  practice  in  regard  to  those 
Datiuns  which  had  not  the  power  of  resistance, 
^hich  the  more  powerful  would  never  submit 
10.  These  consiaerations,  affi^cting  the  charac- 
w  of  the  country  and  the  Navy,  led  him  to 
o^lieTe  that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  pub- 
"«  vessels  ought  to  be  prohibited. 


Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  believed 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  vessels 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulations, 
without  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Britain 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  navy;  time  out 
of  mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there 
has  been  no  regulation  on  the  snlijeot,  and  it 
ought  not  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels 
were  liable  to  engage  in  any  improper  cruises, 
and  to  enter  improper  ports,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  this  trade ;  and  it  might  jeopardize 
the  peace  of  the  country.  The  transportation 
of  specie  by  our  public  vessels  certainly  re- 
quires some  regulation,  although  Mr.  L.  thought 
it  was  not  proper  to  prohibit  it  entirely.  Ine 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  contains  the  neces- 
sary provisions:  it  provides  what  ports  specie 
may  be  carried  to  and  from,  and  what  countries^ 
under  certain  circumstances.  The  permission 
to  bring  specie  in  the  national  vessels  to  the 
United  States  is  important  to  the  country.  It 
is  said  that  we  are  in  great  want  of  specie ;  the 
embarrassments  of  the  manufiustarers,  particu- 
larly, are  said  to  be  very  great — and  how  are 
we  to  get  specie?  It  must  come  from  foreign 
countries,  and  the  public  vessels  famish  the 
safest  mode  of  transportation.  He  believed  that 
no  dishonorable  acts  could  be  chai^ged  upon 
our  naval  officers  in  this  respect 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He 
had  not  the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our 
naval  officers  with  improper  conduct,  but 
thought  that  the  transportation  of  specie  ou^t 
to  be  prohibited,  to  prevent  consequences  which 
might  hereafter  result  from  the  practice. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had 
not  understood  the  gentieman  firom  Maryland  as 
intending  to  prefer  any  charges  against  the 
officers  of  the  Navy.  He  believed  there  waa 
no  danger  that  their  honorable  character  would 
be  afiected  by  continuing  this  practice.  It  had 
not  produced  that  efiTect  upon  tbe  officers  of  the 
British  navy.  Hitherto  we  have  had  no  re- 
gard to  the  maximum  of  freight  to  be  aUowed 
for  the  transportation  of  specie.  This  bill  has 
a  provision  on  that  point  In  the  present  ab- 
sence of  all  regulation,  the  commanders  of  the 
vessels  have  themselves  received  all  the  bene- 
fit accruing  fh>m  the  freight  of  the  specie.  Not 
so  in  the  British  service.  A  certain  part  of  the 
freight  in  their  vessels  goes  to  the  other  officers,  . 
and  a  part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital  The 
present  bill  has  a  nmilar  provinon.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the  in- 
ferior officers  and  to  the  Navy  Hospital  ftmd. 
It  appears  to  the  committee  proper  that  some 
regulation  should  also  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  transportation  of  passengers.  Considerable 
inconvenience  has  occurred  firom  carrying  pas- 
sengers. We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  niaking 
drawing-rooms  of  the  cabins  of  our  public  ves- 
sels. This  is  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  ser- 
vice. If  our  captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and 
fiimilies  in  their  ve&sels.  the  lieutenants  may  do 
the  same;  and  this  will  bean  increasing  evil. 
The  bill  proposes  checks  upon  the  improprieties 
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that  mar  hereafter  oocur.  'Mr.  L.  thought  that 
it  woala  be  better  to  take  np  tiie  bQl,  section 
after  seotion,  in  order  that  it  might  beMly  con- 
sidered, and  opportonitj  be  afforded  for  amend- 
ments, if  gentlemen  shoold  think  proper  to  pro- 
pose any. 

Mr.  Smtth  said,  that  he  was  not  yet  soffident- 
ly  informed  upon  this  sabject,  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  it  at  the  present  time.  He 
therefore  moved  its  postponement  until  Wed- 
nesday next.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


MoRDAT,  March  8. 
Purehoien  iifPubUe  Landi. 

Mr.  KoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assemoly  of  Indiana,  soggesting  the 
expediency  of  authorizing,  by  law,  all  those 
persons  who  suffered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on 
which  i^ayments  had  been  made,  and  the  for- 
feiture mcurred  prior  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  passed  in  1821.  to 
apply  the  amount  paid  to  the  purdiase  of  other 
lands;  and.  of  reducing  the  price  of  certain 
public  lanos  within  that  State,  of  an  inferior 
quality.  The  memorial  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KoBLB  said,  in  presenting  the  above  me- 
morial, that  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in  his 
C)wer  to  say,  that  in  the  memorial,  the  Le^ 
ture  had  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
Federal  Goyemment^  and  for  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  it  He  said,  the  Legislature  had 
gone  further— that  they  had,  on  the  part  of  their 
constituents,  and  for  themselyes,  acknowledged 
the  benevolent  policy  heretofore  ezercdsed  by 
Congress  towards  the  purchasers  of  public  limdl 
by  which  many  of  them  have  been  redeemed 
from  ruin,  and  saved  from  forfeiture;  and 
without  the  eXd  of  such  policy,  their  lands  must 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature,  said  Mr.  K,  presents  two 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  both 
of  which  he  deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. The  first  was^  that  of  permitting, 
by  law,  those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act 
of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  passed  in  1821,  suffered  a  forfeiture  of 
lands  on  which  one  or  more  payments  had  becoi 
made,  to  apply  the  amount  of  their  forfeitures 
in  the  purdiase  of  other  lands,  confining  them  to 
the  districts  wherein  the  foifeitures  accrued. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  this,  because  tiie 
lands  have  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  purchaser, 
which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in  your  Treasury. 
You  ane  not  asked  for  money,  but  merely  for 
land,  since  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  soling 
in  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  application  of 
the  forfeitnrai  to  be  confined  to  the  same  land 
districts. 

The  second  subject  is,  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  they  had  been  offered  for  sale,  for 
ton  or  more  years,  and  have  not  yet  found  pur- 
obasers.    The  history  of  the  sales  o£  the  pub- 


lic lands  in  this  country,  proves,  that,  to  redoes 
the  price  of  your  lands  in  the  old  settled  parti 
of  the  country,  is  a  true  policy.  We  all  nov, 
that  your  good  lands  are  first  selected,  and  tfae 
most  indirorent  tracts  are  rejected;  and,aBtiw 
districts  become  closely  settled,  theee  refosei 
indifferent^  and  broken  tracts  of  land,  serve  odj 
for  those  persons  adjacent,  to  trespaes  upoi^ 
cut,  and  carry  away  your  timber,  thereby  in  tiiae, 
rendering  tiie  land  of  little  or  no  value  to  Ifca 
Government.  The  Legislature  of  Indiana,  fron 
the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  G^^ieral  Govern- 
ment and  for  their  interest,  as  well  as  the  la- 
terestof  the  State,  apprise  you  of  the  fkcts,  aai 
disclaim  any  other  motive. 


WXDNXBDAT,  MSTch  10. 

Traiuportation  of/SjpecU,  <£&,  in  J^tMie  Verndk 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  an  Kavri 
Affairs,  "  regulating  the  transportation  of  goU 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  cany- 
ing  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  leod^ 
of  merchandue,  in  the  public  veesels  of  the 
ITnited  States,"  was  again  taken  ^for  oob- 
sideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  nhdte. 

iSr,  Llotb,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  public  vesseb  of. 
the  United  States  from  giving  convoy  to  vessdi 
of  belligerent  nations,  having  q>ecie,  Ao^  oa 
board. 

Messrs.  Pabrott,  Lowbde,  Llotd  <^  Mapry- 
land,  SioTB,  and  Llotd  of  Maasachnsetts,  eptib 
upon  the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Eoro,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  verinl 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Pabbott  proposed  an  amendment,  in  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  the  oommiaB<HL  re- 
ceived for  the  transportation  of  specie,  te.  The 
bill  provides  that  one-third  part  of  the  frei^ 
money  so  received,'  shall  go  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  vessel ;  one-third  to  the  oommb- 
sioned  officers,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the 
Navy  Hospital  Fund.  Mr.  P.'s  motion  wai% 
that  the  commandiug  officer  should  have  one- 
half;  ^at  one-quarter  should  go  the  Navy 
Hospital  FuncL  and  the  other  quarter  to  tin 
Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Some  debate  arose  upon  this  motion,  in  whi^ 
Messrs.  Llotd  of  Maryland,  Llotd  of  Mas«- 
chusetts,  Chahdlkb,  Pabbott,  and  Hatsx,  took 
part  The  Senate  refused  to  adopt  UusameDd- 
ment .  An  explanation  of  the  object  and  uses 
of  the  Hospital  fund  was  made  between  Mesoi 
Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Sioth. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  ts 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 


Fbidat,  March  12. 

JcsiAH  S.  Johksion:  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  sop- 
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ly  the  vaoancy  oooasoned  by  the  redgnation 
i  Jamcip  Brown,  (appointed  Jdnister  to  France^ 
roduoed  his  oredentiak,  was  qnalified,  and  took 
is  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  March  15. 
0<ue  of  lUuben  Oolbum. 

The  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Glalma,  nn- 
Avorable  to  the  petition  of  Benben  Colbnm, 
raa  taken  up  for  consideration.  This  petitioner 
iraysoompensation  for  two  hundred  and  twenty 
^atteanz,  built  in  1776,  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
Kf  Colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  march  into 
Canada ;  and  for  sundrr  other  services  rendered, 
ind  disbursements  made  for  the  country  at  that 
ime.  He  states,  that  he  delivered  over  his  ao- 
K>nnt8  and  vouchers  for  said  disbursements  and 
lervioes,  to  the  Commissioner  appointed  by  Oon- 
press  for  auditing  and  settling  the  accounts  of 
Lhe  State  of  Massachusetts  against  the  TJDited 
States ;  that  they  were  either  lost  or  mislaid  by 
said  commissioner,  and  that  they  were  not  acted 
uKm,  nor  could  be  obtained,  for  several  years 
t£ereafter.  to  be  exhibited  again  for  settlement 
Ee,  thererore,  prays  that  Congress  would  adjust 
his  account,  and  pay  him  the  balance  due  there- 
on.  The  committee  report,  that  the  great  lapse 
of  time  since  the  services  of  the  petitioner  were 
rendered,  and  the  loss  of  public  records  and 
documents  reLating  to  the  accounts  of  that  pe- 
riod, render  it  doubtful  whether  he  has  any  just 
claim  upon  the  Government.  They  believe 
that  the  securitv  of  the  Government,  against  un- 
just and  fraudulent  claims,  requires  that  a  lapse 
of  time,  such  as  has  occurred  in  this  case,  should 
be  regarded  as  a  bar  to  all  claims  of  a  doubtful 
character ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chaitdleb  opposed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Mr.  Holmbs 
of  M^e,  also  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report, 
and  Messrs.  Bbll  and  Kuoglxs  supported  it. 
The  question,  on  reversing  the  report,  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 12  to  16. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 


Thubsdat,  March  18. 

Ameridment  qf  the  CoTuHtutiorin-Bleetum  of 
Presiden  t  and  Vice  Prendent —  Oaucue  System. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the 
excitement  respecting  the  next  election,  had 
become  such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress, 
who  had  been,  for  the  two  last  year^  mudi  oc- 
cupied about  it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial 
examination  of  the  very  important  subject  of 
amendments  of  the  constitution  cannot  be  now 
expected.  The  amendments  should,  therefore, 
he  postponed  to  a  period  when  the  Senate  may 
hope  for  a  more  temperate  and  rational  exam- 
ination of  them  than  at  ^e  present  time  can 
*«ke  place. 

Without  entering  into  anv  examination  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  he  should  vote  for  their 
postponement^  not  only  for  the  reasons  which 


he  had  assigned,  but  for  another,  and,  as  he 
thought,  a  still  more  important  conidderation ; 
in  referring  to  which,  he  must  request  that  he 
might  not  be  supposed  to  want  respect  for,  or 
to  claim  authority  over,  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  the  Senate.  We  all  stand  here  as 
equals,  and  it  was  for  this  cause,  after  the  ex- 

Eression  of  his  deference  to  the  rights  of  others, 
e  hoped,  without  offence,  that  he  misht  exer- 
cise his  own  rights.  He  ^ould,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, after  toudiingon  certain  fundamental  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  or  bond  of  unioiL  of 
the  United  States,  constituting  what  he  called 
the  true  balanceof  power  incur  political  system, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  new,  ex- 
traordinary, self-created,  central  power,  stronger 
than  the  power  of  the  constitution  which  haa 
risen  up  at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  a  power 
which  nas  assumed  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  ftmdamental  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
relative  to  the  election  of  the  President  In  at- 
tempting to  reform  the  constitution,  it  is  not  only 
necessary  correctiy  to  understand  its  established 
and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to  make  in- 
quiry concerning  the  manner  in  which  these 
regulations  have  been  observed,  and  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  ex- 
perience to  proceed  from  the  observance  of  or 
departure  from  the  established  provisions  of 
the  compact,  by  which,  under  the  guarantee 
of  all  to  each,  the  States  expected  to  remain 
separate,  coequal,  and  sovereign  republics.* 

*  Hare  the  dabftte  took  •  BilddaD  torn,  defleetkig  from 
the  qaeetion  before  the  Seiuite,  and  not  retomlBg  to  it  dar- 
ing the  Marion.  The  oceaalon  of  thto  deflection  waa  thia: 
It  waa  the  aeaslon—the  long  aeaaton— Inunediatelj  preood- 
ing  the  PrealdenUal  eleetSon ;  and  a  mlttOTitj  of  ttie  mem- 
bera,  aome  alxtjr  or  aerenty,  had  met  in  eancna,  and  nomi- 
nated Mr.  WiWam  H.  Crawford.  There  were  four  other 
candldatea  for  the  Preeldency:  General  Jaekaon,  Mr.  John 
Qnincy  Adama,  Mr.  Qaj,  and  Mr.  Oalhoon.  Hie  frienda 
of  all  of  theae  had  been  in  Preeldential  caocaaea  on  praviona 
occaalona,  but  all  ol^feeted  to  one  now— It  being  well  aa^ 
oertalned  that  Mr.  Crawford,  having  the  greateat  nombor 
of  aoppcnlera,  thongh  not  a  mijoiity  of  the  wholes  would 
recdre  the  nomination ;  ao  none  would  go  in  bat  Mr.  Craw- 
ford'a  friendflL  There  waa  but  one  eancna  then  held— there 
being  no  dirlaion  of  partiea  la  that  *^&raqfaood/44Ung9,^ 
(aa  it  waa  called,)  which  grew  up  under  Mr.  Monroe*8  ad- 
minlatration,  when  fodorallam  being  eztinet  under  the  mla- 
take  of  aome  of  ita  membera  in  oppoting  too  vtolentlj  the 
war,  and  under  the  moat  acceptable  conduct  of  othera  of 
them  in  aupporttng  it,  (which  divided  and  diaaolTod  the 
party,)  there  remained  but  one  political  paztj  in  the  field— 
the  Republican,  aa  it  waa  then  called;  now  the  Democrats. 
All  the  candldatea  for  the  Preddency  then  daaaod  politi* 
cally  together,  and  all  might  hare  gone  into  the  aame  can* 
cuaea,  aa  theretofore:  but  all  refriaed,  except  Mr.  Craw- 
ford'a  frienda ;  and  the  frienda  of  all  the  other  candldatea 
united  againat  the  caneua  ^atem,  and  the  eancna  candidate, 
(aa  Mr.  Crawford  waa  called;)  and  they  broke  down,  both 
the  aystem  and  the  candidate.  Thia  apeech  of  Mr.  King 
waa  the  first  attack  in  Congreaa  upon  the  ayatem,  and  the 
debate  to  which  it  led  carried  the  queation  directly  to  the 
people,  and  made  the  caueua  aystem,  itseli;  aa  isane  in  the 
election ;  and  with  the  total  orerthrow  of  the  aystem.  In 
place  of  it,  conTentk»a  of  delegatea,  freeh  from  the  people, 
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[Mr.  King  then  proceeded  tog^ve  hii  views  of  tome 
of  the  fimduiiental  proTiaons  of  the  conedtntioD,  and 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  our  political  system,  which 
were  merely  introductoiy  to  the  main  object  of  his 
apeechi  and  continued:] 

The  central  power  at  the  Seat  of  Goyemment 
is  at  present  composed  of  a  select  number  of 
the  members  of  Congress,  who,  from  their 
official  station,  have  access  to,  and  interconrse 
with,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  as  likewise  with 
the  great  officers  of  the  Government,  and,  by 
aid  of  the  Post  Office,  and  the  public  press, 
oommnnicate  with  their  associates  thronghont 
the  country.  Such  a  body  are  capable  of  having, 
and  actually  do  possess,  great  influence  in  everj 
part  of  the  Union.  Thev  are  under  no  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  and  condition  or  residence 
of  their  members ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  should  they  consent  may  be  added  to 
this  central  Junto,  an  addition  which  would 
increase  their  respectability  and  influence ;  they 
might  proceed  further,  and  the  Heads  of  the 
Executive  Departments  might  be  requested  to 
become  members  of  the  central  junto ;  should 
they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would 
be  still  ftirther  increased.  Should  perilous  times 
occur  and  men  of  unchastened  amoition  become 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  employ  this  central  power 
to  fill  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  with  their 
favorites,  and,  by  their  co-operation  with  the 
Governors  and  popular  dubs  at  the  seats  of  the 
State  Governments,  be  able  to  effect  in  our  own 
free  country  changes  which  might  utterly  sub- 
vert our  beautiful  scheme  of  Government. 
Should  this  central  power,  extending  to  all 
portions  of  the  Union,  be  able,  by  the  co-opera- 

knowing  their  will  and  doing  it,  were  sabetitatod,  and  the 
subfttltnte  worked  well  while  its  letter  and  its  spirit  were 
obserred ;  bat  degeneration  ensaed.  Instead  of  delegates, 
fresh  from  the  people,  knowing  their  wUl  and  doing  it, 
the  eonrentions  became  gorged  with  office-holders  and 
office-seekers,  generally  ^»pointed  by  intrigae  and  frand, 
and  wholly  intent  npon  doing  their  own  will,  Ibr  their  own 
benefit ;  and  also  largely  composed  of  delegates  from  States 
which  conld  giye  no  Tote  Ibr  the  person  nominated,  but 
who  oonld  control  the  nomination,  and,  of  conrse,  oontnd 
the  election,  so  fkr  as  the  party  was  concerned.  These 
abuses  became  so  glaring  and  flagrant  in  the  coarse  of  the 
first  twenty  years  of  the  conrentlon  system,  that  one  of  the 
most  Instramental  in  patting  down  the  Congress  eaacos 
system,  (Mr.  Calhoan,)  made  a  pablio  protestation  against 
it— declaring  it  to  be  **an  hundred  Mmes  ^  worse  than  the 
old  cancos  system  1  tending  directly  to  corruption,  to  the 
centralisation  of  the  Ooremment,  and  the  annihilation  of 
the  elective  power  of  the  people ;  and,  therefore,  he  reftased 
to  suffer  his  name  to  go  before  the  Democratic  conTentton 
of  that  period,  (1844)  In  Justification  of  his  opinion  of  con- 
ventions, Mr.  Calhoun  published  his  reasons  at  large,  in  an 
address  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina;  and  strong  ss 
those  reasons  were  at  that  time,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
they  have  grown  stronger  with  the  sitting  of  erory  conven- 
tion which  has  since  sat  Tills  subject  may  be  seen  fiiUy 
treated,  (with  copious  extracts  from  Mr.  Calhounls  Address,) 
InvoLS  oh.  187,  of  the  Thirty  Tears*  View. 


tion  of  its  associates,  to  disoredit  and  Mipcigii 
the  separate  powers  of  the  States  in  the  cMn 
of  President,  it  would,  afterwards  find  lew  & 
Acuity  in  effecting  the  oonsolidatioii  of  thi 
Executive  power  of  the  United  States,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  proceeds  fronn,  rests  npoa, 
and  is  bound  to  defend,  the  separate  anthoril; 
of  the  respective  States.  This  done,  the  refom 
will  not  stop  at  the  consolidation  of  the  £Ben- 
tive  power  of  the  United  States,  minoosasthtf 
measure  may  prove ;  but  will  extend  to  the  kg»> 
lative  department,  and,  difBcolt  as  the  atteoft 
may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  tihe  equality  d 
the  States  in  the  Senate.  This  alteratioa  nay, 
in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  reoommeDda- 
tion,  like  the  oong€  d'^lire  or  nominatioD  of  ths 
President  by  the  central  power  at  the  Seal  «f 
Government;  but,  recommendations  often  n- 
peated,  will,  in  time,  become  imperative  eo9- 
mands,  and  to  this  end  it  wiU  be  nidged  that,  ly 
these  means,  our  plan  of  Government  will  In- 
come more  economical,  more  simple,  mof* 
magnificent,  and  less  liable  to  change  froa 
occasional  popular  excitement.  We  may  hava 
one  Ohief  Magistrate,  instead  of  twenty-five — oae 
legislature  of  three  hundred  members,  instead 
of  twenty-five  legislatures  of  three  or  for 
thousand  members--one  judiciary  instead  of  a 
thousand,  supported  by  lawyers,  whose  nnmbcis 
would  form  an  army — and  instead  of  an  iirefs- 
lar  choice  of  the  President  by  the  present  mode, 
we  may  have  one  unbroken  succession  of  Presi- 
dents, from  a  consistent  and  perpetual  body, 
whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions  to  pow 
had  been  settled  by  uninterrupted  and  secnt 
deliberations. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  of  tlie 
would  point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the 
stitution  wliich  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slightest 
encouragement  to,  measures  of  any  sort,  hj 
which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the 
President  may  be  effected,  previoudy  to  the 
choice  of  Electors  in  the  several  States.  If  no 
such  authority  can  be  shown,  and  Mr.  K.  sni 
that,  in  his  opinion,  none  could  be  pointed  ont, 
it  may  be  faxrlj  inferred,  from  the  provisioDS  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  power  of  CongreB  ta 
give  effect  to  those  provisions,  respecting  thi 
times  of  appointing  tne  Electors,  the  time,  maa- 
ner  and  places,  where  they  most  assemble  and 
give  their  votes,  within  their  respective  Statei^ 
not  only  that  no  such  authority  exists,  hot  ths 
precise  and  definite  regulations  which  restrict  and 
confine,  within  the  respective  states,  the  inittt- 
tory  process  in  the  election  of  the  IVesident,  ex- 
clude every  other  and  different  manner  of  be- 
ginning the  election,  and  connected  with  the 
prohibition  of  members  of  €k>ngress  and  pe^ 
sons  holdingoffices  under  the  United  Statesfrom 
becoming  Electors,  demonstrate  the  illegality 
and  dangerous  tendencv  of  a  central  power,  at 
the  Seat  of  the  General  Government,  comhia- 
ing  to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States  eight  months  before  his  election.    Men- 

I'  hers  of  Congress   belonging  to   this  oeotril 
power,  and  moreover  posBeaaxng  great  tdenti^ 
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earning,  and  experience,  will  obtain  an  influence 
iHth  the  Execntive  departments  which  mast 
mpair  the  Just  inflaence  of  others,  not  poesesa- 
ng  the  same  authority.  With  these  discrimina- 
4on8,  such  members,  received  with  distinction 
>7  foreign  ambassadors,  and  necessarily  holding, 
mder  circumstances  of  favor,  intercourse  with 
he  chief  officers  of  the  Government,  will  form 
connections,  and  establish  regular  intercourse 
¥ith  persons  of  like  talents  and  learning  in  the 
leveral  States,  and,  in  a  n>ecial  manner,  at  the 
leats  of  government  of  the  principal  States — 
hese  distinguished  men  becoming  the  illuminati 
yf  our  country,  and  being  regulated  by  a  sort 
>f  freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass-wprd  of  which 
inll,  at  once,  place  Uie  initiated  in  full  confi- 
tence  and  communion  with  each  other  in  all 
>arts  of  the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure 
o  the  members  of  the  central  power  influence 
tnd  advantages  in  the  making  laws,  as  well  as  in 
he  procuring  of  appointments  of  every  sort^ 
md  above  all,  in  promoting  the  election  of  such 
»ndidate  for  the  Presidencv  as  they  may  select 
ind  nominate.  The  members  of  the  central 
)ower  will,  under  such  circumstances,  devote 
nore  of  their  time,  during  the  sessions  imme- 
llately  preceding  an  election,  in  arranging,  com- 
)ining,  and  extending  the  means  to  effect  the 
election  of  their  candidate,  than  will  be  bestowed 
m  the  ordinary  and  regular  business  of  Con- 
^ss;  and,  instead  of  doing  the  business  that 
hey  were  deputed  to  perform,  they  will  be  en- 
gaged in  other  duties  which  interfere  with  them. 

iir.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of 
lome  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in  order 
o  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  electing  the 
President ;  and  the  resolution  now  before  the 
^nate  would  only  go  to  produce  that  efieot. 

The  resolution  nroposed  by  the  gentleman 
h)m  Missouri  had  been  taken  up,  and  partly 
liscussed — and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  know 
vhy  it  should  not  be  further  considered.  He 
lad  never  listened  with  more  pleasure  than  to 
he  argaments  of  that  gentleman  in  support  of 
he  plan  he  had  proposed ;  and,  as  other  mem- 
bers had  intimated  their  wish  to  reply  to  those 
irguments,  Mr.  8.  was  willing  they  should  have 
he  opportunity  to  do  so.  When  the  speech  of 
he  member  from  Missouri  came  to  be  printed, 
IS  it  probably  would  be,  and  as  it  richly  de- 
erved  to  be,  he  wished  to  see  the  arguments 
>f  those  who  were  opposed  to  that  gentleman^s 
>lan  also  printed — ^that  the  public  might  see 
md  judge  of  the  reasons  urged  in  its  support. 
Kb  to  the  practice  of  holding  caucuses,  to  which 
;he  gentleman  from  New  York  had  alluded,  it 
lad  long  existed  in  this  country.  It  was  no 
lew  thing  here.  It  had  been  adopted  on  a 
ffeat  many  important  occasions — it  had  pro- 
meed  a  great  many  good  effects.  Mr.  S.  be- 
ieved  the  first  embargo  was  agreed  upon  in 
sucus.  Every  one  had  a  right  to  the  exercise 
if  his  own  opinions  and  principles,  on  that  sub- 
ect  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  pres- 
et question  to  be  upon  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing some   uniform  mode  of  electing  the 


President;  and  this,  he  thought,  ou^t  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Van  Bubek,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  remarks  he  had  heretofore  submitted  on 
the  motion  now  under  consideration,  but  some 
explanation  on  his  part  had  become  necessary. 
It  would,  he  thought,  be  injustice,  as  well  to 
his  constituents  as  to  himself  to  suffer  the  new 
views  which  had  been  taken  of  the  subject  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In 
discharging  the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  him, 
he  would  not  increase  the  excitement  which 
has  been  manifested,  by  giving  any  latitude  to 
the  discussion  which  the  occasion  did  not  call 
for.  No  portion  of  the  time  of  ^e  Senate 
would  be  occupied  by  him,  in  discussing  the 
constitutionality  of  a  Congressional  caucus; 
nor  in  considering  any  of  those  nice  distinc- 
tions which  chalfenged  respect  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  conventions  of  one  description,  and 
denied  it  to  others;  nor  in  detecting  those  still 
more  subtle  refinements  which  regarded  meet- 
ings of  the  same  character  as  sometimes  proper, 
and  others  destructive  of  the  purity  of  elections 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
He  could  not  satisfy  himself  that  this  was  either 
the  place  or  the  occasion  for  discussions  of  that 
character.  But,  whilst  he  abstmned  irom  fol 
lowing  his  coDeague  in  the  remarks  having 
reference  to  this  subject,  which  he  had  allowed 
himself  to  make,  Mr.  V.  B.  hoped  he  would 
not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  Uie  course  which 
his  colleague  thought  proper  to  pursue.  It 
would  not  become  him  to  do  so.  The  princi- 
pal ground  taken  for  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution,  on  a  former  occasion,  related  to  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  approaching  eleo- 
tion,  and  the  superior  fitness  or  a  future  period 
for  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  Tliis 
ground  had  now  been  much  enlarged.  It  had 
been  observed  b^  an  honorable  member  from 
North  Garolinaj  in  opposition  to  the  motion, 
that  the  necessity  of  some  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  generally  ad- 
mitted, and  had  been  extensively  called  for  by 
the  people.  Mr.  V .  B.  understood  Lis  colleague 
not  only  to  deny  the  fact  alleged,  as  to  the 
state  of  public  opinion,  but  to  contest  the  pro- 
priety of  any  amendment  of  the  constitution 
on  the  subject  of  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  It  was  on  those  two  points 
he  would  make  a  few  remarks. 

It  could  not,  he  thought,  be  necessary,  and 
might  not  be  proper,  to  detain  the  Senate  by  a 
minute  statement  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  States^  on  the  subject.  A 
very  brief  reference  to  them  would  show  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  sup- 
ported by  facts  in  the  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed. Mr.  y.  B.  believed  that,  on  examination, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  first  movement  on 
the  subject  had  been  made  by  the  State  he  liad 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  It  was  now 
twenty-two  years  since  the  Legislatore  of  New 
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York,  shortly  after  an  eleotion,  and  under  cir- 
cnmstanoes  entirely  disconnecting  the  measure 
with  any  pending  controversy,  had,  with  great 
unanimity,  passed  resolutions  in  &yor  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  requiring  the  division  of  the  respectiTe 
States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  Electors, 
and  authorizing  their  selection  immediately  by 
the  people.  Those  resolutions  were  conmiu- 
nicated  to  Congress,  and  would  be  found  on 
the  Journals  of  me  Senate ;  since  that  time  the 
subiect  had  been  acted  upon,  at  yarious  periods, 
and  in  different  forms,  as  well  by  Congress 
as  the  Legislatures  of  ttte  different  States.  Of 
the  proceedings  of  the  latter,  those  of  North 
Carolina  and  New  Jersey  have  been  most  con- 
spicuous. The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina 
passed  resolutions,  nearly  similar  to  those  of 
New  York,  and  sent  them  to  the  di^rent 
States  for  concurrence.  New  York  instructed 
her  Senators,  and  requested  her  Bepresenta- 
tives  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  amendment 
proposed  by  North  Carolina,  and  many  of  the 
States  gave  similar  instructions.  At  least 
three  times  within  eleven  years,  and  as  late  as 
the  year  1822,  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  upon  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  IVesident^ 
have  passed  tiiis  body,  by  more  than  the  con- 
stitutional nu\|ority,  and  there  had  been  few 
sessions  for  several  years,  in  which  the  subject 
had  not  been  more  or  less  acted  upon.  Early 
in  the  present  session,  resolutions  for  amend- 
ment had  been  proposed  by  Senators  from 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  New  York.  Their  respective 
propositions  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
oombining  much  of  the  talent  and  experience 
of  the  Senate,  of  which  his  colleague  was  a 
member.  The  subject  had  been  considered 
with  great  care,  and  a  plan  reported,  contain- 
ing, as  the  committee  tnought,  the  best  parts 
of  the  resolutions  referred  to  them.  Li  that 
report,  he  understood  the  conunittee  were 
unanimous,  and  appearances  certainly  indicated 
the  adoption  of  some  resolution  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  session.  Such  were  his  impres- 
sions, and  he  thought  that  such  had  been  the 
opinions  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  gen- 
erally. Li  view  of  the  facts  he  had  stated^  he 
could  neither  repress  nor  conceal  his  dissppomt- 
ment  in  finding  the  motion  for  postponement 
now  supported  on  the  ground  that  no  amend- 
ment was  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  y.  B.  said  that,  alttiough  the  resolution 
he  had  proposed  had  not  been  wholly  adopted 
by  the  committee,  and  notwithstanding  he  de- 
sired material  alterations  of  that  reported,  still, 
if  he  diould  be  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavors 
to  obtain  the  alteration  he  wished  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  conmiittee.  He  considered  it  to  be  far 
preferable,  for  all  concerned,  to  the  existing 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  It  would  be 
unwise,  he  thought,  to  examine  the  merits  of 
the  various  plans  proposed,  before  the  Senate 


decided  on  the  present  motion.  Ho 
willing  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Seniteia 
discussions^  which  might  be  rendered  vom 
than  useless,  bv  the  postponement  of  the  ab- 
ject; but  his  honorable  oolleague  had  taka 
one  view  of  the  question,  which  rendered  a 
brief  reply  indispensable.  If  Mr.  Y.  B.  U 
correctiy  understood  his  colleag:ae,  he  bri 
spoken  of  the  proposed  amendmient,  as  sbi^ 
tempt,  on  the  part  of  the  large  Statee,  to  ^ 
prive  the  smaller  States,  in  the  CoDfedaBCK, 
of  their  equal  votes,  in  the  Honae  of  Repreaea^ 
atives,  in  the  choice  of  President,  on  ^ 
ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  whkih  ixo^ 
to  be  repressed;  and,  thus  considering  the  s^ 
ject,  he  had  enlarged  on  the  ciremnstaaw 
under  which  this  right  was  conceded  to  ikt 
small  States,  and  had  spoken  of  the  great  dn- 
ger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  from  tk 
possible  combination  between  the  States  of 
Virjnnia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  ¥l 
Y.  B.  thought  it  due  to  his  constitaentB,  frn 
their  relation  to  the  question  in  that  form,  asd 
to  himself  also,  as  having  introdnoed  one  of  tb 
resolutions,  to  disclaim,  for  botii,  any  views  i^ 
the  character  alluded  to.  A  reference  to  whd 
had  taken  place  here,  ought  to  dispel  the  «- 
roneous  impression  whidi  had  been  made  m 
the  mind  of  his  coUeague.  The  first  propoi- 
tion  for  the  amendment  of  the  oonstitntiiHi,  is 
thia  respect,  offered  at  this  session,  came  froa 
Missouri,  the  youngest,  and,  except  one,  or 
perhaps  two,  the  smallest  State  in  Uie  Coofoi- 
eracy ;  and  the  others,  from  New  Jersej,  Sootb 
Oarolina,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  in  tfai 
order  in  which  he  had  named  these  Stain. 
The  propositions  from  New  Jersey  and  Soaft 
Carolina  yielded  the  principle  of  giving  to  eaek 
State  an  equal  vote,  on  receiving  what  they  le- 
garded  as  an  equivalent.  That  equivalent  cob- 
sisted  in  the  division  of  the  large  States  iniD 
districts,  to  which,  by  the  suggestion  of  tbs 
gentieman  from  Soutix  Carolina,  was  added 
tiie  proposition,  which  could  not  bnt  pzofe 
conservative  of  the  interest  of  all,  the  removii 
of  the  decision  from  the  House  of  Bepresentir 
tives.  The  principal  difference  between  the 
plan  he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  and  those 
of  which  he  had  last  spoken,  was,  that,  instead 
of  providing  for  the  ultimate  decision  of  the 
question  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  as 
was  done  in  that  of  the  gentieman  from  New 
Jersey,  he  proposed  a  second  reference  to  ^ 
Electors;  and,  instead  of  sending  it  back  as 
oftoi  as  might  be  necessary  to  a  choice,  aa  pro- 
posed by  t£e  gentieman  from  South  Carohna, 
Mr.  Y.  B.^s  plan  compelled  a  dioice  on  ths 
second  ballot  by  the  Electors;  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  to  which  the  several  proposi- 
tions had  been  referred,  were  from  small  StateSi 
and  they  had  agreed  on  an  amendment,  founded 
on  principles  of  reciprocal  concessions  for  the 
general  good.  This  was  all  that  the  Repreaeot- 
atives  of  the  large  States  had,  as  he  understood 
them,  contended  for.  They  could  not,  ought 
not,  did  not,  desire  that  the  small  States  should 
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mrrender  any  portion  of  the  power  and  infln- 
moe  now  aecored  to  them  bj  the  constitution, 
inless  these  States  should,  themselves,  think, 
liat  their  own  condition  would  he  improved, 
md  the  general  welfare  promoted,  by  their 
Icing  so,  on  receiving  concessions,  folly  eqniva- 
ent,  from  the  large  States.  (Considerations  of 
iQcli  liberal  and  equitable  character  had  been 
leld  out  on  both  sides,  and  the  conflicting  in- 
»rests  of  the  different  States,  on  this  pointy 
irising  from  their  unfortunate  inequality,  had 
litherto,  to  the  honor  of  the  Senate,  been  com* 
nented  upon  without  the  least  acrimony,  and 
inder  the  control  of  feelings  which  promised 
Jbe  most  auspicious  results.  Mr.  Y.  B.  said 
haX  nothing  nad  taken  place  to  change  his 
news  or  disposition  on  tiie  subject  He  was 
inxious  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  was 
vrilling  to  «lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  obtain  the 
idoption  of  some  resolution,  on  the  subject,  at 
iliis  session.  To  this  end,  he  was  ready,  on 
bhe  part  of  his  constituents,  to  make  all  rea- 
lonable  sacrifices.  If^  however,  gentlemen 
bought  that  the  next  session  would  be  a  more 
propitious  period,  and  the  character  of  the 
lebate,  on  this  motion,  certainlv  afforded  some 
reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be  so,  he  would 
lK)w,  respectfully,  to  the  will  of  the  minority. 
Until,  however,  that  was  expressed,  he  would 
^ntinue  to  oppose  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DioKBBflON,  of  New  Jersey,  said:  The 
[!)onvention  who  formed  our  constitution  could 
lot  have  foreseen  all  the  effects  of  its  operation 
— ^powers  have  resulted  from  it  that  were  not 
intidpated — the  relative  strength  of  the  States 
las  undergone  a  change,  which  has  disturbed 
liie  checks  and  balances  of  the  constitution. 
fhe  honorable  gentleman  fi-om  Missouri  QSx. 
Benton)  has  shown  the  evils  of  the  present 
lystem  of  electing  a  President,  and  the  neces- 
nty  of  districting  the  States  for  that  purpose, 
n  the  strongest  point  of  view.  The  election  of 
t  Preddent  by  l^e  people  at  large,  wodd  be  a 
>referable  mode,  if  it  were  practicable;  but, 
lehoever  wiU  look  at  the  situation  of  our  coun- 
ty, with  its  different  kinds  of  population ;  dif- 
brent  modes  of  election;  different  aualifica- 
aons  of  voters,  must  at  once  perceive  tiiat  such 
in  election  is  utterly  impracticable.  The 
loosing  of  the  Presidential  Electors,  in  single 
Ustricts,  is  the  nearest  possible  approach  to  an 
Section  by  the  people  at  liu-ge. 

A  disproportion  lias  grown  out  of  the  rela- 
ive  powers  of  the  great  and  small  Statesi 
irhicn  the  members  of  the  Convention  could 
lot  have  foreseen,  and  which  has  given  a  new 
character  to  our  system. 

In  an  election  by  Electors,  six  great  States 
san  control  the  election;  and  leave  eighteen 
States  without  power  or  influence  upon  the 
mestion.  In  we  House  of  Bepresentativee, 
^irteen  small  States,  with  forty-five  Represent- 
ittves,  can  elect  a  President  against  the  residue 
)f  the  States,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
Etepresentatives.  Why  should  the  great  States 
!>e  all-powerfid  in  the  first  case,  and  the  small 


States  in  the  latter.  The  gentleman  firom  New 
York  (Mr.  Eino)  is  willing  to  put  the  smiUl 
States  on  an  equality  with  l£e  large.  Is  he  so  ? 
This  is  very  strange.  But  it  is  only  on  choos- 
ing a  President  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  can  rarely  occur.  But,  is  he  will- 
ing to  give  tills  equality  of  vote,  on  the  first 
election  of  a  President,  which  must  occur  every 
four  years?  No.  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio^ 
have  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Electors, 
and  can  control  the  election  of  a  President — 
bare  minorities,  in  each  of  these  States,  can 
control  the  Union,  upon  this  question.  These 
States  are  of  contiguous  territory,  and  mav 
easily  have  a  community  of  interest  that  shall 
bind  them  together,  at  least  upon  one  question. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  says,  that  the 
power  exercised  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  to  appoint  Electors,  is  a  usurpation — 
that  it  ought  to  be  relinquished,  without  anv 
concession  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States.  Call  this  power  by  what  name  you 
please,  it  is  now  a  permanent  power ;  only  to 
DC  reached  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion. However  incorrect  the  construction  of 
the  constitution  might  have  been,  and  was, 
when  this  power  was  first  assumed,  it  has  been 
acquiesced  in  for  more  than  thirty  years.  To 
rqject  the  electoral  votes  thus  given,  at  this 
time,  would  be  to  dissolve  the  Union.  It  is 
too  late  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
But  the  power,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  to 
choose  their  Electors  by  general  ticket,  is  not 
denied ;  and  yet  its  effect  is  precisely  the  same ; 
it  gives  the  great  States  precisely  the  same 

gower  to  control  the  election  of  a  President 
o  far  as  regards  the  citizens  of  the  large  States 
where  it  may  be  adopted,  it  is  equally  oppres- 
sive to  the  minorities,  and  less  calculated  to 
(^ve  a  ftdr  expression  of  the  will  of  the  minori- 
ties. In  the  State  of  New  York,  for  instance, 
with  a  population  of  a  million  and  a  hal^  and  a 
territory  of  forty-six  thousand  square  miW 
thirty-six  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  by  general 
ticket ;  they  must  be  selected  from  the  differ- 
ent districts  of  the  State — any  other  arrange- 
ment could  not  succeed.  The  voters,  generally 
speaking,  would  not  know,  even  by  name, 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Electors  to  be 
voted  for;  for  all  the  rest,  they  must  vote  upon 
trust  The  voter  follows  the  great  man  of  his 
town — ^he  the  great  man  of  me  county — and 
he  some  three  or  four  great  men  of  the  State ; 
who  thus  wield  the  force  of  a  nullion  and  a  half 
of  people. 

If  the  Le^lature  choose  the  Electors,  they 
have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  whom  they 
choose;  they  are  the  agents  in  whom  their 
constituents  confide;  they,  at  least,  afford  a 
connecting  link  of  information  between  the 
people  and  the  Electors  to  be  chosen. 

The  dangers  of  choosing  the  President,  in 
1801,  were  such  as  to  threaten  us  with  disso- 
lution of  our  compact.  But,  the  difficulties 
now  to  be  contended  with,  in  such  an  election, 
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would  be  made  mnoh  greater.  Then,  there 
were  bat  two  candidates ;  the  first  ballot  would 
have  resulted  in  a  choice,  if  some  States  had 
not  been  divided.  Now,  there  must  be  three 
candidates.  The  House  of  Represeutatiyes  will 
be  divided  between  the  three ;  even  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  may  be  divided  between 
the  three.  The  confusion  might  become  inex- 
tricable. 

Suppose  New  York  were  to  give  12  votes  to 
A,  11  to  B,  and  11  to  0,  would  this  insure  the 
vote  of  New  York  for  A?  The  friends  of  B 
and  0  would  say  not.  Should  a  plurality  or 
minority  govern  in  such  a  casef  Should  the 
State  say  what  was  its  vote  ?  or  should  the 
House  of  Representatives  prescribe  the  rule? 
The  case  is  full  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

This  amendment,  Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
several  States;  and,  unless  three-fourths  of 
them  were  in  favor  of  it,  it  could  not  be  adopt- 
ed. The  large  and  the  small  States  must  all  be 
consulted,  and  he  well  knew  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  get  any  amendment  adopted.  It  is 
said  that  it  will  take  away  the  rights  of  the 
States.  But,  unless  they  agree  to  it,  the  pro- 
position can  never  take  effect.  Mr.  D.  thought 
the  present  provision  of  the  constitution,  In 
respect  to  the  election  of  President,  was  ex- 
tremely weak.  He  was  ftilly  convinced  that  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  old  States,  that 
some  alteration  ought  to  take  place;  they  have 
earnestly  looked  for  it;  they  aak  it  at  our 
hands.  Both  the  small  and  the  large  States 
will  consent  to  give  up  something  for  the  sake 
of  effect! Dg  that  object.  Neither  of  them  would 
be  williuff  to  do  it^  unless  an  equivalent  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  D.  feared  that  the  present  was  not 
the  time  to  act  upon  these  amendments ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  con- 
stitution, as  it  now  stands,  a  little  longer.  It 
would  take  a  long  time  to  get  any  amendment 
through,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  present 
was  not  a  fit  time  for  the  discussion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excitement  which  prevails 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to  the  ensu- 
ing election.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  changed  his  mind  respecting  the  propriety 
of  amending  the  constitution. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  rose  to  explain,  in 
reference  to  the  change  of  opinion  imputed  to 
him  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  We 
understood  him  to  say,  that,  although  he  had 
formerly  been  favorable  to  some  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President,  yet  his  attention  had  been  most 
powerfully  attracted  by  a  power  which  had 
since  risen  up,  which  appeared  to  him  so  ter- 
rific that  he  hardly  dared  to  contemplate  the 
effects  it  might  produce — ^he  meant  the  power 
which  members  of  Congress  had  assumed,  of 
nominating  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  placing  the  complete  control  of  the 
Government  in  the  hands  of  a  part^.  He 
firmly  believed  th&t  the  power  thus  assumed 


would,  if  permitted  to  be  exercised,  eventoiBy 
overwhelm  the  constitution.  It  would  prodoet 
a  fearful  combination  of  the  large  States.  Thi 
small  States,  he  thought,  would  not  consaitto 
go  into  caucus ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  a  sii- 
cidal  act  on  their  part.  He  called  Upon  geDt]^ 
men  to  produce  the  smallest  authoritj,  in  nj 
part  of  the  constitution,  for  these  meetinjE. 
He  considered  them  as  violating  the  ^irit  of 
that  instrument.  The  power  of  choofling  tie 
President  is  given  to  the  Colleges  of  £leetot»-- 
the  election,  in  the  first  instance,  is  in  ther 
hands;  and,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  eonh 
bination,  they  are  chosen  only  about  thirtjr 
days  before  their  office  is  to  be  perfornxi 
The  election  is  directed  to  be  made  in  all  llie 
different  States  on  the  same  day,  and  the  £ie^ 
tors  are  permitted  to  make  but  one  attrmptit 
a  choice.  These  provisions  of  the  constitotifli 
were  adopted  for  the  express  purpose  of  pre- 
venting combinations — ^an  effect  which,  Mr.  & 
thought,  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
practice  of  nomination  by  Congressional  t» 
cuses. 

Mr.  DiOKEBSON  resumed.  He  intended  oo 
disrespect  to  the  honorable  member  from  Kef 
York,  in  imputing  to  him  a  change  of  opimn 
on  this  subject,  m  regard  to  the  caucus  wiiidi 
had  been  spoken  of  in  this  discussion,  Mr.  D. 
said,  he  conceived  it  was  neither  forbidden  nor 
enjoined  by  the  constitution.  He  conadend 
it  as  a  perfectly  harmless  expression  of  tbe 
opinion  of  those  who  attended  it.  Meniben  of 
Congress  liad  certdnly  as  good  a  right,  in  thtf 
individual  capacities,  to  recommend  a  esodi- 
date  for  the  Presidency,  as  any  other  rom. 
Similar  meetings  have  been  held  in  eioy 
State,  every  county,  and  almost  every  townia 
the  country.  The  same  privilege  of  recaa- 
mending  candidates  is  exercised  by  eveiy  pno^ 
er  in  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  lewo* 
mended  three  or  four  different  candidates  with- 
in the  last  six  or  eight  months.  No  misetaa 
can  result  from  the  caucus  nomination-^t  inj" 
poses  upon  nobody ;  it  binds  nobody ;  it  i^ 
go  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  no  more-^tisttj 
mere  exercise  of  opinion,  and  that  is  a  ng» 
which,  whether  it  respected  men  or  meMUW^ 
Mr.  D.  sidd,  he  would  never  relinquish.  It  is  • 
right  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  tw 
laws  of  the  country,  and  one  which  will  1»  «*• 
ercised.  . 

Mr.  HouiBs.  of  Maine,  next  rose.  It  tf  » 
me,  swd  Mr.  H.,  matter  of  regret  and  i^o™; 
ment,  that  this  debate  should  have  taken  «mb 
a  turn.  I  had  the  honor  to  be,  with  thegefr 
tieman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  on  tfce 
committee  to  whom  these  amendments  to  taa 
constitution  were  referred.  I  had,  till  tbea, 
some  doubts  whether,  at  this  time,  it  ^ 
proper  to  act  upon  them.  But  I  then  had  tja 
countenance  and  support  of  that  honoraWJ 
gentleman.  Full  well  I  knew  and  i4>P'®*^*^ 
his  experience  and  wisdom.  As  he  was  <«»» 
those  who  filmed  that  instrument^  and  kne* 
the  views  and  motires  of  his  aasociatest  ^ 
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idopted  him,  in  some  measure,  as  my  Mentor, 
rhe  amendment  which  has  been  the  snbject  of 
lis  animadversion,  was  agreed  on  in  committee, 
rith  ereat  unanimity ;  and  by  none  with  more 
sordiiuity  and  zeal  than  by  that  gentleman. 
Sot  thongn  he  has  seen  fit  to  change  his 
>piDion,  I  have  not.  However  I  may  respect 
iim,  I  cannot  consent  to  be  led  abont  in  this 
«ray. 

The  first  nse  of  the  word  "  cancns  "  here,  in 
lebate,  I  regret  to  say,  was  from  that  gentle- 
nan.  He  has  been  pleased  to  arraign  oefore 
he  Senate  certain  members  of  this,  and  the 
yther  House,  because  they  saw  fit  to  meet  and 
■econmoend  a  candidate  to  the  people,  for 
President  of  the  United  States.  And,  by  this 
ict,  he  fleets  to  believe  that  the  constitution 
uus  been  so  violated  that  he  would  not  amend 
t  at  all.  Sir,  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  this 
1  an  idle  dream. 

He  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  time  will 
x>me  when  the  l^esident  and  Heads  of  De- 
>artment8  will  participate  in  such  a  conven- 
ion.  Sir,  there  is  no  danger  of  that  When 
he  members  of  the  Executive  Department 
(hall  combine  to  appoint  a  successor  for  the 
Pk'esident,  the  people  will  put  down  the  com- 
>ination.  Ko,  sir;  when  these  gentlemen  at- 
wnpt  this,  it  will  not  be  by  a  public  meeting. 
Secret  engines  will  be  put  in  operation — private 
igents  will  be  employed,  and  means  will  be 
Med  which  shun  the  light 

A  public  meeting  has  been  held  to  reoom- 
nend  to  the  people  to  unitCL  and  keep  the  elec- 
ion  in  their  own  hands.  At  this,  the  honora- 
>le  sentleman  takes  umbrage  and  alarm  -he 
xmdenins  this  measure  of  union;  and  avows 
lis  wishes  that  the  election  may  be  made  by 
he  House  of  Bepresentatives.  He  seems  to 
hink,  that  any  meeting,  or  any  exertions  of 
ndividuals  to  prevent  it,  is  to  defeat  the  provi- 
Bons  of  the  constitution  I  This,  fk'om  a  repre- 
lentativo  of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  is 
rery  frank,  and  very  disinterested.  Sir,  it 
rould  be  humiliating  to  give  the  proper  answer 
o  aU  this — a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Sen- 
tie  forbids  the  lust  retort  But  we  may  be 
iDowed  to  say,  that,  when  the  Representatives 
bct  with  open  doors,  and  expose  their  views 
ind  motives  to  the  world,  the  people's  rights 
ire  safe,  the  danger  lies  in  secret  combinations, 
n  compacts  to  divide  and  distract — in  private 
neetings  to  prevent  public  meetiugs. 

It  is  here  that  bargiuns  may  l^  made,  and 
nanagement  and  intrigue  be  practised  with 
access.  I,  sir.  am  proud  in  the  reflection,  that 
re  have  acted  openly  and  above-board.  We 
»ve  united,  as  individnak,  to  recommend  a 
andidate  to  the  people.  I  hold  myself  ao- 
iountable  for  this  to  no  member  of  this  Senate, 
lowever  respectable.  For  this  act,  I  am  re- 
{mnsible  only  to  my  conscience,  my  couutry, 
nd  my  God. 

It  is  a  source  of  consolation  and  confidence, 
Ittt  this  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  con- 
Imt  usage,  and  the  approbation  and  support 


of  the  most  distinguished  patriots  and  states- 
men. And.  in  what  instance  have  the  rights 
of  the  people  been  infringed,  their  liberties  im- 
paired, or  the  constitution  violated?  Do  you 
perceive  it  in  the  prosperity,  happiness  and  in- 
dependence, which  everywhere  surround  you  ? 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  high- 
minded,  independent,  and  intelligent  Republi- 
cans. They  understand  their  own  rights,  and, 
I  trust,  know  how  to  preserve  them.  If  they 
see  cause,  they  will  disregard,  and  disapprove, 
our  recommendation.  When,  in  my  opinion. 
I  need  it,  I  will  consent  to  be  advised,  and 
even  catechized,  by  any  Senator;  and  by  none 
sooner  than  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York.  But,  of  this,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
being  my  own  judge.  Upon  my  individual 
conduct,  beyond  these  walls,  I  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  any  tribunal  other  than 
those  which  I  have  named.  I  need  not  add,  I 
am  of  age  to  act  for  myself. 

Mr.  LowKB,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  was 
with  a  sensation  of  pain,  that  he  observed  the 
situation  in  which  £he  Senate  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, placed.  Instead  of  considering,  with 
calm  deliberation,  the  amendments  to  die  con- 
stitution, submitted  by  the  different  members, 
and  especially  the  one  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  committee  of  the  body,  the  Sen- 
ate is  involved  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kino^  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  propriety  of  a  Congressional 
caucus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  gentleman  has 
expressed  himself  in  strong  terms  against  this 
measure ;  and,  if  he  has  not  alarmed  others,  he 
has  shown  that  he  is  himself  alarmed  at  the 
results  which  are  likely  to  follow.  But,  sir,  I 
for  one,  will  not  be  forced  into  a  discussion  of 
this  measure,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  respect  I  have  for  the 
gentleman  from  Ixew  York,  so  improper  do  I 
consider  his  remarks,  that,  on  this  point,  I  will 
not  even  answer  him.  But,  although  I  choose 
to  be  silent,  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  be  assured 
that  it  is  not  because  I  see  any  thing  new  or 
formidable  in  his  remarks,  or  any  thing  diflicult 
to  answer. 

What  is  the  question,  sdd  Mr.  L.,  which,  at 
this  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  before  the  Senate  f 
A  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
various  amendments  offered  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Five  years  ago,  when  I 
first  took  my  seat  here,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  instructed  by  the  State  which  he 
represents,  offered  an  amendment  embracing 
the  district  system.  It  passed  the  Senate  by 
the  constitutional  migority.  It  passed  then, 
and  it  has  passed  since,  without  tne  aid  of  my 
vote.  As  a  Representative  from  a  large  State, 
I  never  have  consented  to  a  system  which  went 
to  strike  out  of  existence  the  lines  of  the  States. 
Such  is  the  effect  of  the  district  system  thai, 
instead  of  States,  you  are  to  have  districts.  Sir, 
I  will  not  consent  to  a  system  which  would 
prevent  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  from  speak- 
ing, on  this  question,  with  her  whde  strength 
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entire  and  unbroken,  nnleas  the  small  States 
will  give  an  equivalent    We  have  been  told  of 
the  ^vantages  of  the  district  sj'stem ;  and  that 
there  are  advantages  in  it  I  admit.    Bnt  these 
advantages,  heretofore,  have  been  asked  for  by 
concessions  from  the  large  States  only.    The 
question  has,  this  session,  for  the  first  time, 
assumed  a  new  form.     A  proposition  is  sub- 
mitted by  which  the  large  and  the  small  States 
can  meet  on  middle  ground.    I  have  been  anx- 
ious to  hear  thb  proposition  discussed  by  the 
Senate.    My  wish  has  been  that  the  attention 
of  our  constituents   should  be   drawn  to  it. 
Should  a  migority  of  the  Senate  be  against  it, 
there  is  still  remaining  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Hatne.)    With  some  modification,  that 
amendment  would  be  my  second  choice ;  both 
are  of  grave  and  solemn  import — ^they  require 
at  your  hands  a  fulL  a  calm,  and  aeliberate 
discussion.    Why  is  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement  thrown  in  the  way?    Because, 
it  is  said,  an  election  of  President  takes  place 
next  Fall,  and  there  is  great  excitement  in  the 
country  on  that  question.    Sir,  it  is  admitted 
by  all,  that  no  amendment  we  can  now  propose 
will  affect  the  next  election;  and,  this  being 
the  case,  what  connection    can  the  present 
question  have  with  the  ensuing  election,  more 
than  any  other  subject  presented  for  our  delib- 
eration ?    There  is,  in  reality,  no  sound  reason 
why  we  should  not  proceed.    Nothing  but  the 
influence  of  undue  excitement  could  have  in- 
duced the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  bring 
the  propriety  or  constitutionality  of  a  Congres- 
sional caucus  into  this  debate.    No  excitement 
showed  itself  within   these  walls,  until  that 
gentleman  indulged  himself  in  the  remarks  we 
have  just  heard.    The  perplexed  view  which 
the  gentleman  has  given  of  our  political  situa- 
tion, is,  in  my  Judgment,  no  reason  whv  the 
present  question  should  be  arrested.    Mr.  L. 
said  he  would  vote  against  the  postponement ; 
but,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  the  next  session 
would  be  more  favorable  for  a-  decision  of  ^he 
question,  he  would  acquiesce ;  but,  at  the  next 
session,  if  no  other  gentleman  brought  the  sub- 
ject forward,  he  would  then  present  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NoBLB,  of  Indiana,  said  this  debate  had 
certainly  assumed  a  very  strange  and  unexpect- 
ed course ;  but,  if  the  object  in  giving  it  this 
direction  was  to  affect  the  public  mind,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  caucus  whicli  had  been  recently 
held,  he  trusted  that  object  would  be  defeated. 
He  had  attended  that  caucus  himself—^and  he 
certainly  should  not  ask  pardon  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Knro,)  or  of  any  other 
member  in  the  Senate,  for  having  done  so,  fur- 
ther than  the  rules  of  respect  towards  members, 
and  the  decorum  usually  observed  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  object  of  the  caucus  was  to  produce 
union ;  it  did  not  infringe  upon  the  free  vote  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  of  the 
State  to  which  he  belonged.  He  adverted  to 
the  political  operations  of  the  Government  pre- 


vious, and  at  the  day  of^  Jefferson^  nomiH- 
tion.    It  was  by  caucus  that  the  power  thai  in 
the  hands  of  Fedendists  was  dislodged,  ssi, 
from  his  youthfid  days,  he  said  ameo!  udB 
he  said  now.    In  New  York,  he  said,  if  he  bi 
rightly  been  informed,  some  years  ago,  npcai 
certain  occasion,  in  electing  a  Senator  from  iM 
State  to  the  United  Stat^  the  electaon  n 
delayed,  and  a  union  formea  between  the  Fd- 
eralists  and  Clintonians,  in  order  to  suit  oo^ 
tain  individuaJs,  and  to  answer  individiul  pvr- 
poses.    What  was  this  but  a  caucus?   Ko  ose 
ever  believed  that  the  people  of  the  great  ^ 
of  New  York  was  contaminated  by  the  n&ifln 
of  those  parties.    But,  he  asked,  what  had  tbs 
to  do  with  the  proportions  to  amend  the  Gofr 
stitution  of  the  United  States  now  unds  coo- 
sideration  f    It  was  a  departure  from  the  aib-     | 
ject;  and  a  firebrand  thrown  into  theHoose.     | 
This  centr^  power,  to  which  the  member  from 
New  York  alludes,  and  his  fears  that  the  oon> 
stitution  would  be  destroyed,  he  presumed  wu 
intended  to  produce  some  effect  in  Nev  Toii 
He  liked  consistency  in  gentlemen  who  stepped 
forward  to  protect  the  nghts  of  the  people— tk 
gentleman  himself  denied  the  other  oajtfast 
uie  people  were  the  constitutional  sovereig^ 
this  Government — ^he  contended  that  the  Ststes 
were  the  sovereigns,  when  it  was  known  to  si 
Republicans  that  the  people  were  the  sooroe  of 
all  power,  and  constituted  the  divinon  of  lO 
powers,  whether  applied  to  the  State  Geren- 
ments  or  the  Federal.    Mr.  N.  said  he  woaU 
not  suffer  himself  to  be  traduced  by  any  niea- 
ber  for  having  gone  into  caucus,  withoat  de- 
fending himselfl     What  was  done  there  vas 
done  openly — ^it  was  the  mere  expressioo  d 
private  sentiment — such  a  practice  was  in  ex- 
istence, he  believed,  in  every  State— in  «^ 
county — and  in  every  township  in  the  Unittfl 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  all  o^'^'^ 
either  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government,  ffld 
never  considered  as  violating  the  CoostitotioB 
of  the  United  States,  except  by  those  whoee  6^ 
vorites  could  not  prevail,  nor  yet  as  constitnthv 
"  this  central  power."    On  this  question,  Ifc 
N.  said  that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  calM 
upon  to  defend  the  caucus,  the  doings  oi  thrt 
meeting  were  public,  they  were  gone  out  to  thi 
people.    But  pray  let  the  gentleman  from  Kev 
York  tell  us  what  has  been  done  on  the  othff 
side — he  meant  the  anti-caucus — and  see  whe- 
ther their  proceedings  formed  any  part  of  tMi 
"  central  power ,*'  so  duigerous  to  tne  libertw 
of  the  people.    Let  him  say  what  part  of  the 
constitution  gave  this  right.    Mr.N.  8aa» 
did  not  condemn  the  course,  for  it  was  but  a 
caucus  to  know  whether  they  would  go  ijtoj 
caucus,  this  was  but  private  sentiment,  and  tt» 
only  difference  between  the  caucns  and  anti- 
caucus  is,  the  former  was  a  private  sentan«» 
expressed  with  previous  notice  ;  and  the  latt* 
private  sentiment,  without  notice. 

Mr.  Knro,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  fte  »^ 
remarks  he  had  made  to  the  Senate,  he  had  »- 
tended  no  disrespect  towards  any  member,  iw 
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lad  thought  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
)oantry,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the 
consideration  of  amendments  to  the  oonstita- 
ion.  The  suhiect  had  interwoven  itself  into 
;he  afiairs  of  his  own  State,  in  regard  to  the 
[^residential  election.  He  trusted  he  was  not 
)recladed  from  expressing  his  opinion  on  a  snb- 
ect  of  great  importance  and  notoriety.  In  oon- 
(idering  amendments  to  the  constitution,  he  had 
iiought  it  not  improper  to  mention  the  ezerdse 
)f  a  power  which  was  not  authorized  by  the 
jonstitution.  That  power  was  one,  the  opera- 
ion  of  which,  he  believed,  was  much  to  be 
Ireaded ;  and  surely  there  was  no  impropriety 
n  alluding  to  it.  If  things  were  doing  m  the 
country,  which  were  thought  improper,  and 
frhich  had  a  bearing  on  the  subject  under  dis- 
suasion, would  the  Senate  not  be  influenced  by 
ihemf 

Mr.  FiNBLAT  said  that,  as  this  was  a  most 
mpleasant  discussion,  more  so  than  he  had  ever 
leard  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  endeavor  to  terminate  it.  He 
noved  an  adjournment.  The  motion  was  car- 
led,  and  the  Senate  a^oumed  until  to-morrow. 

Fbedat,  March  10. 

imendment  qf  the  CoMtitutum — Caucus  Sys- 
tem, 

The  nnfiniahed  business  of  yesterday,  being 
^  oonsideration  of  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
[KMing  amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
dent,  was  resumed.  Mr.  Lahman  was  called 
io  the  ohair.  The  question  was,  upon  Mr. 
ICnxs'a  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  inde- 
initely. 

Mr.  Hatitb,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  his 
mly  object  in  calling  up  these  resolutions  was 
to  obtain  some  decision  on  them.  The  Senate 
had,  for  several  months,  had  the  subject  before 
iham,  and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  pubho  than 
x>  the  gentiemen  who  had  submitted  the  proposi- 
iooa,  that  they  should  now  be  acted  on  defi- 
liti vely.  Mr.  Hatkb  protested  tibat  he  had  not 
inticipated  the  course  which  the  debate  had 
aken,  and  he  most  sincerely  regretted  ih&t  cer- 
ain  topics  had  been  introduced  into  tiie  dis- 
rassion,  which  were  unfortunately  but  too  well 
aicolated  to  produce  a  painful  excitement. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  R,  to  that  unpleasant 
iopio  which  has  been  unhappily  introduced  into 
ihie  diaouasion.  I  mean  a  Gongreesionid  caucus, 
rhe  honorable  gentieman  from  Kew  York,  QSr, 
B[]Ho,)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  &vor  of 
in  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions^ 
iook  occasion  to  mention,  incidentally,  a  '^central 
^wer,"  which  had  grown  up  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
amment,  and  whi<£  was  destined,  hereafter,  to 
Bontrol  the  election  of  a  President  The  gen- 
Aemen  on  the  other  side  have  thought  proper, 
in  reply,  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  a  Gon- 
pessioniBl  caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  Pres- 
kdait.  If  their  arguments  could  be  confined  to 
this  hall,  and  were  not  calculated  to  have  an  in- 


fluence on  public  opinion,  I  would  not,  perhaps, 
find  myself  called  upon  to  notice  them.  But, 
believing  that  the  subject  is  one  of  vast  impor- 
tance, that  it  touches  the  vital  interests  of  the 
counUy,  and  may,  in  its  remote  consequences, 
endanger  liberty  itself  I  find  myself  constrained 
to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  particular  argu- 
ments which  have  been  urged.  I  shall  conhne 
myself  strictiy  to  a  defensive  warfare — ^and 
shall  enter  no  further  into  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  than  may  be  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  urged  on  this  fioor. 
It  is  contended  by  the  gentieman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Dioksbson,)  and  the  same  argu- 
ment has  been  urged  by  all  the  gentiemen  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  a  Oongressional 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President,  is  not 
liable  to  any  of  the  objections  which  may  be 
urged  against  the  election  of  a  President  by 
Congress,  because  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives, in  attending  a  caucus,  act  only  m  their 
private  capacities.  This  appears  to  me,  said 
Mr.  H.,  to  be  a  fallacy  so  obvious,  that  he  waa 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  one  could  be  de- 
ceived by  it  Sir,  if  fifty  or  sixty  private  indi- 
viduals should  meet  in  this  city  and  nominate  a 
President,  what  effect  would  be  produced  by 
it?  WoiQd  it  be  an  event  looked  to  with  anx- 
iety from  every  part  of  the  country?  Would 
it  divide  the  nation  into  parties,  or  challen^ 
the  praise  or  the  censure  of  every  freeman  in 
the  land  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  because  liie  gentiemen 
who  compose  such  a  meeting  are  members  of 
Congress — ^it  is  the  authority  with  which  they 
are  clothed,  that  gives  influence  and  effect  to 
t^eir  proceedings.  But  for  this  no  such  meet- 
ing would  be  held.  They  meet  in  their  charac- 
ter of  members  of  Congress,  or  they  would  not 
meet  at  all.  It  is  true,  they  do  not  meet  to  per- 
form a  Legislative  duty,  and  the  very  objection  to 
the  proceeding  is,  that  they  step  beyond  the  line 
of  their  peculiar  and  appropriate  duties,  and  used 
the  influence  attached  to  their  offices  for  the  pro- 
motion of  an  object  not  within  their  Congres- 
sional powers,  and  with  which  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  forbids  them  to  intenere.  To 
show,  conclusively,  that  it  is  the  influence  at- 
tach^ to  the  office  of  a  member  of  Congress 
which  is  the  foundation  of  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus, and  that  it  is  expressly  in  their  character  of 
members  of  Congress,  that  gentiemen  attend 
such  a  meeting,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  none  other  are  invited  or  suffered  to  attend. 
If  gentiemen  acted  only  in  their  private  capaci- 
ties, every  American  citizen — certainly  every 
inhabitant  of  this  District,  would  be  at  liberty 
to  unite  with  them.  Look,  too,  at  the  forms  of 
proceeding  in  such  cases;  l^e  Hall  of  Legisla- 
tion is  appropriated  to  their  use;  the  SpeiScer's 
chair  is  occupied  by  the  Chairman ;  the  officers 
of  the  House  are  stationed  at  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  any  members  of  Congress 
who  are  called  up  by  States  to  give  their 
suffhiges.  After  this,  tell  us  not  that  gen- 
tiemen act  in  their  private  capacities,  and  that, 
aa  members  of  Congress^  they  have  no  concern 
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in  the  tnmsaction  I  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  deny  that 
a  man  can  pat  off  and  put  on,  at  pleasure,  the 
official  garb  with  which  he  is  clothed.  A  man 
clothed  with  Executive  authority  cannot,  as  a 
private  citizen,  perform  Legislative  duties; 
neither  can  a  member  of  Congress  put  off  his 
character,  and,  as  a  private  citizen,  interfere 
with  matters  which  the  constitution  has  wisely 
prohibited  him  from  meddling  with.  I  have 
neard,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  a jpriest  who,  walking 
to  church  in  his  robes  of  office,  received  an  in- 
sult; he  threw  off  his  gown,  exclaiming,  lie 
there,  ditinityy  until  I  punish  that  rascal ; "  and 
having  in  his  private  capacity  inflicted  the 
chastisement,  he  resumed  thd  character  of  a 
clergyman,  and  proceeded  to  preach  up  **  char- 
ity and  forgiveness  of  imuries,  love  to  God,  and 
ffood  will  towards  man.^*  If  there  be,  said  Mr. 
U.,  any  sound  distinction,  any  safe  rule  by 
whidi  the  private  and  public  acts  of  an  indi- 
vidual can  be  ascertained,  it  must  be  this — ^that 
matters,  altogether  of  a  private  nature,  belong 
to  the  one,  while  matters  of  a  public  n^ure  be- 
long to  the  other.  Bring  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus to  this  test.  The  choice  of  a  President  is 
a  public  matter ;  it  is  a  business  provided  for 
by  the  constitution ;  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  done,  is  prescribed ;  the  members  of  Con- 
gress are  prohibited  from  being  Electors,  and  the 
Senators  can,  in  no  possible  event,  have  any 
tiling  to  do  with  it.  It  cannot  be  possible,  there- 
fore, for  members  of  Congress,  as  such,  to  med- 
dle with  it.  Not  being  a  private  matter,  if  they 
act  on  it  at  all  collectively,  as  a  body,  and  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
act  in  their  private  capacities.  I  will  proceed, 
said  Mr.,  H.,  to  give  one  or  two  illustrations  of 
this  subject,  which  I  think  will  remove  any 
doubts  which  may  still  rest  upon  it.  Suppose 
the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  were 
to  meet  together  in  their  private  capacities, 
were  to  nominate  their  successors,  and  were  to 
proclaim  such  a  nomination  to  the  American 
people.  The  country  would  ring  with  denun- 
ciations of  the  act,  the  charges  of  usurpation, 
tyranny,  and  corruption,  would  rise  up  in  every 
corner  of  the  land,  and  they  meet  the  just  ven- 
geance of  an  ii\}ured  people  I  'And  yet,  have 
not  the  President  and  Meads  of  Departments  as 
much  a  right  to  act,  and  to  speak,  in  their  pri- 
vate capacities,  as  any  other  members  of  the 
Government?  They  are  no  more  prohibited 
from  nominating  a  President  than  are  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  and  more  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended n'om  the  influence  of  tlie  latter  than 
the  former.  Suppose  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  were  to  step  from  the  bench,  put  off  their 
robes,  and,  after  public  notice,  were  to  proceed, 
in  their  private  capacities,  to  nominate  a  Presi- 
dent, and  publish  that  nomination  to  the  world  I 
How  would  such  a  proceeding  be  relished? 
And  yet.,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary  have  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  with  the  Legislature  to 
proceed  to  such  a  nomination,  in  their  private 
capacities.  Again,  suppose  the  Governors  of 
the  several  States  were  to  consult  and  vote  on 


the  subject,  and  announce  the  result  to  the  wedl 
in  order  to  produce  union  among  the  peofk 
What  would  we  think  of  such  a  proon&(l 
But,  I  will  put,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  still  stronger  cm 
— one  perfectly  anslogous  to  that  under  oorii- 
eration.    Suppose  a  jury  appointed  to  tiy  i 
case,  civil  or  criminal.    The  law  prescribes  tbi 
place,  the  time,  the  mode  and  manner,  in  wliB 
the  question  is  to  be  officially  investigsted,  ni 
decided.    But  these  jurors  think  proper  to  BHk 
together,  previous  to  the  trial,  in  their  prmb 
capacities  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  cm\ 
they  come  to  a  decision  and  publish  the  i«dL 
Would  it  be  any  excuse  for  such  a  proceefii| 
to  allege,  that  they  did  not  act  as  jams,  M 
in  their  private  capacities?    And  irith  vbi 
color  of  reason  could  such  an  excuse  be  nil^ 
if  it  were  shown  that  they  were  summoned  to 
the  meeting  as  ^fvr«  eo  nomine^  that  none  ote 
were  admitted,  that  they  appointed  a  foreoii^ 
passed  through  all  the  forms  of  a  trial,  andintk 
name  and  character  of  jurors,  proclaimed  then- 
suit.  Kow,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  a  more  f/a^ 
analogy  between  that  case  and  the  proceedia 
now  under  consideration,  than  gentiemenviH 
be  disposed  to  admit.    The  House  of  Scpff- 
sentatives  may,  in  one  event,  be  called  upoito 
choose  the  President.     The  constitntioD*  b* 
prescribed  the  time  and  place,  and  tD  the  fir 
malities  of  that  proceeding;  but  before  the o& 
casion  occurs,  the  members  of  that  HmseoMt 
together  in  their  private  capacities,  and  enniM 
the  claims  of  the  candidates,  and  withont  lb 
light  which  further  time  and  a  more  ddibei^ 
examination  might  afford,  to  make  a  duii^ 
and  publish  the  result    It  is  true,  that  tbep 
c^dmg,  in  both  cases,  is  without  1^  ntlitf> 
ity,  and  is  not  binding,  but  it  is  cucnlstodlB 
produce  a  dangerous  influence,  and  is,  thenM 
wholly  indefensible.     To  illustrate  the  tw 
that  legislators  cannot,  conaistently  vith  tbi 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  act  in  tiieirpriviti 
capacities  on  matters  which  may  come  beAri 
them  officially,  it  may  be  aaked,  whether  it 
would  be  justifiable  for  a  majority  of  thisSail^ 
as  a  party,  to  meet  together  habitoally,  in  thar 
private  capacities,  and  determine,  by  am^ori^ 
what  measures  they  should,  as  a  body,  fl?Pj|| 
or  oppose?    By  such  an  arrangemeni,  aDv 
guards  by  which  pure  and  enlightened  te^ 
tion  is  secured  would  be  destroyed,  and  asd*'' 
minority  might  sway  the  Senate.    A  Coogit^ 
sional  caucus  is  open  to  the  same  obje<^o^  < 
confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  ^^^ 
that,  should  the  caucus  system  be  ^™^7^^ 
llshed  in  this  country,  it  will  eventii«llyw*f 
■the  total  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  am 
States,  and  that  the  clause  in  the  ixiD^6f6a\ 
which  secures  their  just  weisht  in  the  chojj*" 
a  President,  will  be  virtually  repealed.  Ow* 
recognize  the  distinction  between  a  m«n^  Pj! 
lie  and  private  ciq>acity,  in  relation  ^JJ?^ 
matters,  and  what  is  to  restrain  a  few  of  »* 
large  States  from  appointing  delegates,  ^^ 
structing  their  members  of  Con^r^  ^J^m. 
caucus,  and  determine,  by  a  mioorit/  of  vm 
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low  these  States  shall  act,  and  whom  they  shall 
npj^rt?  I  shall  add  nothing  farther,  said  Mr. 
L,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  on 
bis  point. 

The  next  ar^nment  urged  is^  that  a  Gongres- 
ional  caucus  is  free  from  objection  because  it 
loes  not  profess  to  elect,  but  only  to  nominate 
k  President.  Kow,  I  would  ask  whether  the 
lesign  of  this  nomination  is  not  to  procure  the 
dection  of  some  individual  who  would  not  be 
dected  without  it?  If  such  be  not  the  object^ 
md  if  such  were  not  the  results  hoped  for,  no 
Lomination  would  be  made ;  no  caucus  would 
te  Held.  But  if  a  nomination  is  to  have  the  ef- 
bct  of  promoting  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  who 
rould  not  otherwise  be  promoted,  it  virtually 
imounts  to  an  election ;  and  is  it  any  answer  to 
his  argument  to  say,  that  it  is  produced  alto- 
;ether  by  the  authority  and  influence  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress?  Or,  is  not  that  the  most  ob- 
ectionable  means  by  which  an  election  can  be 
effected  ?  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H..  let  us  bring  this 
Luestion  to  the  test  of  principle,  and  see  if  the 
>ractice  I  am  controverting  wiU  not  directly 
leprive  the  people  of  the  right  of  choosing  among 
he  several  candidates  for  the  Presidency  ?  If 
i  Congressional  caucus  be  right  in  principle,  as 
ike  gentlemen  allege,  it  follows,  that  the  friends 
xf  idl  the  candidates  ought  to  attend,  and  that 
he  strength  of  each  being  ascertained,  the 
(trongest  should  be  supported  by  all,  ana  the 
>ther8  should  be  withdrawn.  Thus  the  people 
rill  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing,  and 
uust,  of  necessity,  take  the  man  recommended 
o  them.  Take  the  case  of  two  candidates  only, 
md  such  a  case  has  occurred.  A  caucus  decides 
)etween  them,  the  other  is  bound  to  withdraw ; 
le  can,  on  principle,  no  longer  be  a  candidate ; 
lis  friends  cannot  support  him;  and  though 
line-tenths  of  the  people  should  prefer  him,  he 
iannot)  as  a  man  of  principle,  even  consent  to 
terve.  Take  another  case.  Suppose  there  should 
)e  five  candidates — ^the  five  most  prominent  and 
K>pular  men  in  the  country.  Apply  the  caucus 
innciple,  and  it  results  in  presenting  but  one 
candidate  to  the  people,  and  they  must  take 
urn,  or  look  out  at  the  eleventh  hour  for  a 
lew  man,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
vould  be  impossible.  The  principle  of  a  Con- 
cessional caucus,  therefore,  leads  inevitably, 
und  of  necessity,  to  the  destruction  of  the  right 
>f  the  people  to  elect  the  President;  and  if  it 
loes  not,  in  practice,  produce  that  resulL  it  is 
nly  because  so  many  of  us  are  such  political 
leretics  as  to  refuse  to  recognize  it;  and  be- 
iause  the  several  candidates  and  their  friends 
vUl  not  consent  to  abide  by  it  But,  let  the 
>riDciple8  of  the  gentleman  prevail,  and  the 
President,  will,  hereafter,  be  virtually  elected 
>7  a  caucus  in  Washington,  and  not  by  the  peo- 
}\e.  Now,  said  Mr.  If.,  there  is  not  an  obieo- 
iou  which  applies  to  the  election  of  a  President 
ij  the  National  Legislature,  which  does  not  ap- 
^ly  much  more  strongly  to  a  virtual  election  by 
i  Congressional  caucus.  Does  the  former  dis- 
^b  kgislation,  tinging  every  legislative  act 


with  party  views  and  feelings,  so,  in  a  greater 
degree,  does  the  latter.  The  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution  is  opposed  to  every  species  of 
interference,  by  the  members  of  Congress,  in 
the  election  of  a  President,  except  in  the  par- 
ticular case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to  elect. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  are  Congress  permitted 
to  interfere ;  and  the  mode  in  which  they  are 
then  to  proceed  is  minutely  prescribed.  The 
House  of  Bepresentatives  only  are  to  have  any 
concern  in  the  transaction,  and  they  must  vote 
by  States.  They  are  not  permitted  to  elect  any 
candidate  according  to  tneir  own  views,  feel* 
ings,  or  opinions,  but  they  are  compelled  to 
choose  one  of  three  candidates  previously 
elected,  and  presented  to  thorn  by  the  people. 
But  a  Congressional  caucus  is  composed  of  Sen- 
ators, as  well  as  members  of  the  Ilouse  of  Bep- 
resentatives, the  former  of  whom  are  wisely 
excluded,  by  the  constitution,  from  voting  on 
such  a  subject,  because  the  tenure  of  their  of- 
fice renders  them  peculiarly  liable  to  influence. 
They  proceed  to  nominate  the  President,  before 
the  people  have  proceeded  to  the  election ;  they 
choose  not  from  the  candidates  presented  to 
them  by  the  people,  but  according  to  their  own 
pleasure,  and  are  influenced  by  personal  prefer- 
ences ;  and,  lastly,  they  make  such  a  nomina- 
tion, not  in  the  extraordinary  case  (which  may 
not  occur  once  in  the  century)  provided  for  in 
the  constitution,  but  at  every  election — once  in 
every  four  years.  Now,  when  to  all  this  wo 
add  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  things  a  cau- 
cus never  will  be  composed  of  more  than  a  por- 
tion of  the  members  of  Congress,  so  that  the 
vote  of  an  individual  will  be  of  such  conse- 
quence as  to  justify  the  extraordinary  efforts  to 
obtain  it ;  when  it  is  recpUected  that  a  caucus 
nomination,  every  four  years,  will  keep  the 
matter  constantly  before  Congress,  can  any 
man,  who  reflects  on  the  subject  flul  to  see  thii 
the  triumph  and  final  establishment  of  the  cau- 
cus system  in  Congress,  must  not  only  super- 
sede and  control  the  constitution,  but  involves 
the  introduction,  into  the  halls  of  Congress,  of 
excitement,  party  feeling,  management,  and, 
finally,  of  intrigue  and  corruption ;  at  the  bare 
contemplation  of  which  the  heart  of  the  patriot 
must  sicken,  and  his  anticipations  of  future 
ffloiy  be  converted  into  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  a  caucus  is  necessary 
to  promote  union.  Should  such  a  measure  ever 
promote  union,  it  can  only  be  by  controlling 
the  will  and  stifling  the  voice  of  the  people. 
But  it  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  so  far  from 
promoting  harmony  and  union,  a  caucus  is  cal- 
culated to  sow  the  seeds  of  dissension,  and  to 
Srevent  the  possibility  of  union.  To  all  the 
ifliculties  of  selecting  among  men,  is  superadd- 
ed tiie  hostility  created  by  tiie  agitation  of  the 
caucus  question.  The  degree  of  support  to  be 
yielded,  or  of  opposition  to  be  offered,  to  such 
a  nomination,  will  always  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
endless  contests  and  animosities. 
As  a  party  measure,  a  caucus  may,  in  some 
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instances,  tend  to  promote  union.  In  saoh  a 
case,  two  candidates  at  least  wonld  be  present- 
ed to  the  people,  for  tlieir  choice.  Buty  where 
all  the  candidates  are  of  the  same  party,  the  only 
effect  of  a  cancns  mnst  be  to  elevate  a  favorite 
individnal,  by  pntting  all  the  other  candidates 
oat  of  the  way,  and  thus  to  take  the  choice 
from  the  people,  or  from  the  States.  If  a  can- 
cns is  to  be  resorted  to  at  every  Presidential 
election,  and  Oongreaa  is,  by  a  preliminary  vote, 
in  Joint  ballot,  to  determine  who  is  to  be  sup- 
ported as  Prendent,  it  is  manifest  that  the  ef- 
fect will  be,  to  bring  the  election  practically  into 
Oongress  voting  by  polls  and  not  by  States; 
and  thus  the  wise  provisions  of  the  constitntion 
will  be  repealed  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  forms  preecrioed  by  that  instrument.  Gen- 
tlemen will  sorely  not  venture  to  affirm  that 
union  will  be  promoted  by  such  means. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  but  he  had  not  only  confined  himself  to 
the  general  question,  but  had  merely  attempted 
to  reply  to  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side. 
Of  the  particular  character  of  the  late  meetinff 
in  Washington,  he  had  said  nothing,  and  alluded 
to  it  now  only  to  disclaim  any  intention  to 
wound  the  feelings  or  impeach  the  motives  of 
any  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  it.  He 
entertained  K>r  them,  collectively,  much  respect, 
and  cherished  for  several  of  them,  individually, 
sentiments  of  great  esteem. 

[In  the  course  of  Mr.  H.'s  remarks,  he  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  who  rose 
to  a  pomt  of  order.  Mr.  K.  stated  that  he  was 
not  in  health  to  attend  the  Senate  yesterday ; 
and  he  did  not  know,  precisely,  tiie  course 
which  the  discussion  had  then  taken.  But  he 
considered  the  present  topic  ^as  having  no  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  before  the  Senate ;  and,  con- 
flequently,  the  mtroduction  of  it  as  being  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rules  of  this  body.  He  uierefore 
called  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
order. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  a  wide  range  had 
been  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
yesterday ;  and  while  it  entertained  the  hope 
that  that  discussion  would  not  be  extended,  was. 
at  the  same  time,  of  opinion,  that  members  had 
a  right  to  be  heard,  in  answer  to  any  arguments 
which  had  been  brought  forwivd  y^terday. 
The  member  from  South  Carolina  was  dedared 
to  be  in  order.] 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Y iivinia,  considered  this  de- 
bate as  entirely  out  of  order,  and  foreign  to  the 
subject  before  the  Senate.  The  question  has  been 
discussed,  as  it  were  a  contest  for  power,  be- 
tween the  large  and  the  small  6tates---as  if  each 
was  endeavoring  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its 
own  ambition — as  if  these  amendments  were 
80  many  nefarious  designs  to  satisfy  the  ambi- 
tion and  avarice  of  the  one  or  tiie  other.  If  it 
be  true,  that  the  question  is  not,  whether  one 
State  is  to  pilfer  from  the  other  tlie  great  from 
the  small,  or  the  small  from  the  great,  still,  he 
asked,  what  prospect  Hiere  was  of  adopting  any 
thing  that  is  salutary  under  circumstances  at- 


tended with  so  much  exasperation.  Mr.  T. 
he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  the  gentkow 
from  Massachusetts  for  postponement— both  of 
us  have  bantlings  of  our  own  upon  the  table;  M 
we  are  willing  to  part  with  them  to  give  tmefer 
mature  consideration.  Mr.  T.  said  he  wotU 
take  these  different  propositions  home  with  hia 
and  study  them  carefully.  The  tine  qnestki 
is,  whether  we  will  have  a  confederated, «  a 
joonsolidated  Government  Some  are  in  kas 
of  one,  and  some  of  the  other.  The  inqoii; 
ought  to  be,  how  fiir  these  amendmentB  wm  gs 
to  cure  the  evils  of  the  constitution,  or  to  mtiD- 
duce  others  into  it.  He  meant  onlytoihov 
the  propriety  of  postponing  this  snbiect,  ntil 
it  should  be  thoroughly  oonsidereoL  If  Hm 
gentiemen  will  advert  to  the  nature  of  onr  Got- 
emment,  they  will  see  enough  for  obserratioi. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  great  machine;  and  ve  antoU 
that  the  people  are  a  saf<^gnard  against  any  diss- 
rangement  in  it  When  nave  they  proved  so! 
Were  the  people  able  to  preserve  their  ]ibei^, 
in  the  time  of  the  French  Conventi<Hif  Odier 
gentiemen  will  tell  you,  that  the  people  se 
tiieir  own  worst  enemies.  Perhaps  neitberof 
these  are  perfectiy  correct  One  of  the  Gods 
of  ancient  times  has  told  ua, 

«*  In  medio  tutiaamiu  ibia.* 

There  should  be  an  intermediate  cantrofling 
power.    The  great  question  to  be  considered  & 
whether  any  amendment  of  the  constitationnl 
obviate  the  objections  alleged  against  it   we 
must  not  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  won 
"people."    Mr.  T.  said,  the  idea  oocomd  to 
him,  that  the  Federal  Goyemment  was  aaba- 
mense  madiine— that  the  State  Govenuseato 
were  the  safety-valves,  to  let  off  the  gaa  of  ex- 
clusive interests.    While  these  safety-valves^ 
kept  in  operation,  and  this  sas  is  thus  dischai||ed| 
the  country  will  go  on  wdl  enough.  ^^^^^^ 
they  stop  and  the  gas  comes  to  be  conoeDtrateo, 
there  is  great  danger  to  the  whole  machinBi 
Mr.  T.  said  he  would  conclude  by  tellinf  an  » 
ecdote  which  occurred  to  his  reoollectioD, «» 
which  all  would  probably  remember.  Jw^ 
the  Second  once  called  on  two  of  his  ^i^^J? 
know  i^  in  their  opinions,  he  had  not  a  ^ 
to  take  the  property  of  his  people  as  he  pleased* 
Bishop  A^  (he  did  not  remember  their  nameaj 
said  he  certainly  had  that  r]ght-4he  ^f^ 
the  vicegerent  of  God;  and  he  had  ff^f^^^^ 
right  to  appropriate  the  property  of  his  « V* 
as  he  saw  fit— he  might  employ  the  men  m 
the  money,  as  he  pleased.    Tlieking  ibenasW 
Bishop  B,  what  he  thought  of  the  doctrmeor 
his  brotiier  Bishop ?    «  Why,"  says  B,  "I^^ 
the  king  has  a  right  to  take  the  propeitT  "^ 
brother  A^  because  he  has  given  it  to  bio*  ^ 
1  think  he  has  no  right  to  take  mine."  ^» 
basis  of  Hberty  is  upon  tiiis  point   ^  Jj 
revert  to  the  geographical mstanctions ofwj 
country,  do  you  think  the  people  will  (fi W 
tiie  servility  of  Bishop  A?    Why  is  tbe  rem** 
of  Bishop  B  so  mu<i  praised?   Becaosetw 
true  doctrine  is,  that  representation  andtaiaiioii 
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ihall  go  hand  in  hand.  The  Eingconid  not 
^e  his  money,  becanse  he  did  not  repreeent 
[lim.  This  doctrine,  Mr.  T.  applied  to  the 
imendments  proposed  to  the  constitation,  to 
test  their  agreement  with  the  spirit  of  our  rep- 
resentative Government)  &G, 

Mr.  Babbottb,  of  Virginia,  then  rose.  He 
!iad  prepared,  he  said,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
^is  question ;  but,  as  the  unpleasant  topic  of 
resteraay  had  been  brought  again  before  the 
Senate,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  saj  something 
ipon  it.  Some  cironmstances  and  reflections 
lad  been  introduced,  to  which  he  conoeived  a 
*ep1y  to  be  necessary.  He  intended  to  place 
he  meeting  which  had  been  alluded  to,  on 
irhat  he  conceived  to  be  defensible  ground, 
lis  remarks  would  necessarily  be  desultory. 
Sut,  as  the  question  before  tiie  Senatei  was 
ipon  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  it  was 
iue  to  the  body  which  he  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
Iress,  to  make  some  remarks  in  reference 
^lereto. 

He  came  now  to  the  topic  to  which  he  had 
hrst  alluded.  He  must  be  permitted  to  mingle 
^  regret  with  that  of  the  other  members,  that 
mch  a  subject  had  been  introduced  into  this 
)ody;  not  that  he  had  the  slightest  objection 
x)  a  critical  examination  of  it  Whatever  had 
)een  done,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  was  not 
lecret,  it  was  done  in  public;  it  was  done  be- 
bre  the  people;  and  their  decision  will  be 
nade  upon  it.  Whatever  of  malice  there  was 
n  human  nature  had  been  uttered  against  the 
ndividuals  who  attended  that  meeting.  He 
lid  not  regret  that  the  subject  had  found  its 
Rray  here,  because  he  feared  a  fair  invesdga- 
Ion  of  it,  but  because,  into  this  body,  subjects 
)f  that  kind  ought  not  to  be  introduced.  It 
x>uld  not  have  miled  to  bring  forth  the  ezpres- 
dcm  of  feelings  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged 
lere.  When  that  meeting  was  represented  as 
i  great  central  power,  which  was  about  to 
>verwhelm  the  constitution,  surely  those  who 
leard  it^  and  who  attended  that  meeting,  could 
lot  refimn  from  replying.  If  there  was  any 
pot  on  earth,  which  he  considered  as  conse- 
crated to  peace  and  harmony,  it  was  the  Senate 
»f  the  United  States.  It  should  be  our  political 
loly  of  holies — ^where  the  brand  of  discord  was 
lever  to  be  thrown — ^where  tranquiDity  and 
nature  deliberation  should  acquire  the  respect 
)f  the  people.  He  had  considered  this  body 
he  sheet-anchor  of  the  nation — as  presenting 
i  limit  to  the  waves  of  the  other  branch,  imd 
equally  inaccessible  to  Executive  influence— 
i  body,  whose  character  for  propriety  ^ould 
lev^  be  jeopardized.  He  beheved  the  nation 
tiad  indulgea  a  confidence  that,  whatever  storms 
might  ra^  elsewhere,  nothing  but  coolness  and 
iefiberation  would  preside  here.  Is  this  ques- 
Sonone  that,  in  its  discussioiL  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  dignity  of  this  body?  Is  it  one 
that  is  calculated  to  enter  this  Hall?  Surely 
pot  And  what  is  the  gentleman^s  apology  for 
introducing  the  subject?  The  sentleman  from 
I^ew  Jersey  charged  him  with  having  changed 
VouVn.— M 


his  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  constitution ;  that,  last  year,  he 
was  in  favor  of  an  amendment  and  this  year 
opposed  to  it  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
states  as  a  reason  for  this  change,  that  acentral 
power,  of  an  alarming  character,  had  once 
sprang  up  to  his  view.  The  gentleman  fhim 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatsx)  has  charged  the 

gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  with 
avinff  been  first  to  mention  the  word  *^  caucus." 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought  was  unjust.  If 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ejofo)  did 
not  make  use  of  the  word,  nobody  could  mis- 
take the  meaning  of  his  "  great  central  power." 
The  ^tleman's  description  bore  the  name 
upon  its  front 

To  an  unadvised  stran^r,  who  had  heard 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  it  would  seem 
that  a  monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up, 
who  was  threatening  to  devastate  the  count^ 
— ^and  yet,  Mr.  B.  asked,  was  this  any  new 
measure?  Was  it  not  adopted  in  1800, 1804^ 
1808,  1812,  and  1816?  Yet  it  did  not  then 
meet  the  gentleman^s  attention,  or  call  forth 
such  violent  reprehension  from  him;  but,  la 
1824,  it  euddemy  swells  to  a  great  measure, 
threatening  destruction  to  tiie  constitntioiL 
Whence  £d  the  system  originate?  Mr.  B. 
believed,  with  the  Revolution  itself.  It  was 
the  venerated  Samuel  Adams^  or  his  father, 
who  first  suggested  it  It  had  its  origin  in  the 
spirit  that  gave  birth  to  ^is  nation.  Wher-* 
ever  freemen  are,  they  will  assemble  and  con- 
verse freely  about  men  and  measures.  And  a 
custom  that  has  produced  so  much  goo^  cannot 
itself  be  very  bad.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  a  wit- 
ness here  at  his  left  (alluding  probably  to  Mr. 
Maooit,)  who  could  tell  how  necessary  such 
meetings  had  been  found,  in  the  early  days  of 
this  Government — a  gentieman  who  then  stood, 
as  he  now  stands,  the  guardian  of  his  native 
land.  Why  did  he  not  warn  the  people  against 
a  system  which,  according  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  is  now,  like  another  unshorn 
Samson,  about  to  embrace  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution,  and  whebn  the  splendid  fabric  in 
ruins?  Surely  this  is  the  mere  phantom  of 
the  ^ntieman^s  imagination.  What  is  this 
constitution?  We  have  a  vast  continent,  over 
which  it  is  to  operate — a  multiplicity  of  different 
States.  What  is  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  President?  That 
num^rs  shall  prevail,  in  the  first  instance— 
and,  in  the  contingency  of  a  non-election  by 
the  Electors,  that  the  Hpuse  of  Benresentatives 
shall  choose.  Now,  is  not  the  nrst  of  these 
provinons  mere  mockery,  unless  there  can  be 
some  inter-communication  of  sentiment  pre- 
vious to  the  election?  What  is  it  fM  have 
done?  Venal  hirelings  of  the  press,  directed, 
in  some  inwtimces,  by  the  outcasts  of  Europe, 
and  upon  whose  foreheads,  if  they  had  their 
deserts,  ought  to  hang  the  label  ^^to  be  let," 
have  accui^  tu,  whose  all  is  here,  and  who 
have  been  honored  with  the  highest  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people— of  conspiring  against  the 
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liberty  of  the  oonntry  and  seking  to  overthrow 
the  constitution.  Where  was  the  meeting 
held  ?  In  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives— in  public — ^in  the  very  face  of  tiie 
people— those  people  whose  rights  it  is  said 
we  met  to  betray — ^and  the  result  is  well  known. 
Was  there  any  intention  to  recommend  a  man 
who  was  abhorrent  to  the  people?  If  the  peo- 
ple are  united  in  favor  of  another  man^  tiie 
recommendation  would  not  weigh  a  feather. 
If  they  were  not  united,  the  meeting  mi^t 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  that  effect  Men 
are  apt  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
themselves  and  their  acts,  when  *^  dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority ; ''  they  are  found,  how- 
ever, to  be  but  the  merest  insects,  when  acting 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  people. 
Kottung  important  can  result  from  such  a 
meeting,  unless  the  candidate  selected  is  a  popu- 
lar man.  The  simple  reason  for  holding  such 
a  meeting  is,  that  the  persons  who  go  into  it 
are  the  representatives  of  the  people — ^that 
they  best  know  the  sentiments  of  tiie  people — 
they,  therefore,  meet  to  recommend  candidates. 
If  tins  be  not  the  correct  way,  what  other  will 
you  substitute?  By  private  recommendation, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  irresponsible,  or  to  the 
conflicting  presses?  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  the 
last  man  who  would  lift  his  voice  to  curtail  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  No,  even  in  the  rank 
luxuriance  of  its  licentiousness,  let  it  be  un- 1 
curbed.  When  honestiy  directed,  it  is  the  great 
source  of  light  and  liberty.  Its  abuse  must  be 
tolerated,  on  that  universal  law  which  belongs 
to  hnman  things,  that  there  is  no  unmixed  bless- 
ing ;  but  it  must  not  be  disguised,  that,  when 
prostituted,  it  scatters  any  thing  but  correct 
mformation. 

We  are  told,  that  the  President  and   the 
Heads  of  Departments  may,  with  equal  pro- 

Srietjy,  meet,  and  make  a  nomination.  Butwey 
o  not  come  immediately  from  the  people ;  and 
they  are  not  going  back  to  the  people,  as  the 
members  of  Congress  must.  They  are  not  so 
immediately  identified  with  all  parts  of  the 
community.  What  we  have  done,  is  on  record 
— ^very  man  is  responsible  for  his  own  act 
The  old  adage  is,  that,  by  its  fruit  the  tree  shall 
be  known.  What  has  been  the  result  of  this 
practice  for  the  last  twenty  years  ?  Where  has 
been  the  mischief?  Has  your  constitution  been 
violated?  Is  not  our  happy  situation  an  object 
of  congratulation?  Is  not  every  nation  which 
IS  striving  to  break  the  fetters  of  slavery,  look- 
ing to  us  as  the  landmarks  by  which  tiiey  are 
to  be  guided  ?  These  are  the  fruits  of  this  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  followed,  in  relation  to 
the  Presidential  election,  from  1800,  up  to  the 
present  da^ ;  which  has  been  sustained  by  the 
people;  and  which  has  some  of  the  greatest 
names  in  the  country  to  support  it 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina says,  that  the  grounds  of  holding  this 
-meeting  were,  to  produce  union — but,  from  the 
signs  of  the  times,  he  gathers  the  belief  that  it 
>'ini],'OnXhe  contrary,  produce  nothing  but  dis- 


cord.   Mr.  B.  said,  as  he  was  not  apnfkt, 

nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  he  could  not  tdlifal 

the  effect  of  the  meeting  would  be.   The  is- 

dom  of  the  people,  perhaps,  might  subfito 

something  else— the  people  care  liUk  to 

names.    We  have  adopted  a  pUn,  by  whidrn 

proposed  to  surrender   our   private  kthi^ 

whatever  they  might  be,  upon  the  altar  fi  h 

public  good.    I  ask  gentlemen  to  propoaii 

substitute  for  the  caucus.    Here  are  fire  caii- 

dates,  all  good  men ;  there  is  no  umon  sbdqi 

the  people-— they  are  divided  into  ^je  piitia 

What  is  to  be  the  result?    The  other  dsjn 

were  a  band  of  brothers.    What  is  nov  ^ 

case  ?    In  consequence  of  a  differenoe  of  ap- 

ion,  slander  is  poured  out  frt>m  the  prea;  i 

thousand  pens  are  employed  in  the  woii  d 

defamation;  every  infinnity  is  displayed; at 

umny  is  spread,  upon  every  side— and  it  x 

melancholy,  indeed,  to  reflect,  that  too  la^' 

are  ready  to  believe  the  fabrications.  Hib  i> 

now  but  a  littie  spark,  but  it  may  spread  ^ 

till  it  consumes  every  thing  that  is  good  fli 

valuable.    How  is  the  monster  to  be  sti^t 

Only  by  making  useful  sacrifices.    A  ineetii6 

for  that  purpose,  was  called— all  were  isTi^ 

to  attend — ^the  object  was  to  arriTO  it  ^ 

union;  to  close  these  flood-gates  of  i]uq# 

We  regretted  that  our  brethren  did  not  i 

come  in  with  us.     Mr.  B.  said  he  arni^ 

no  man's  motives— each  one  must  go  his  on 

ways.    Other  counsels  might  prevail— he  dieifr 

ed  to  hear  what  might  be  the  result  of^ 

malignity  which  this  controveray  had  eid» 

He  was  prepared  to  unite  with  the  ma^' 

Thia,  that,  or  the  other  name,  was  insigui^citf 

to  him,  compared  with  the  good  of  the  VvA 

It  IB  said,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  pretend  tbatvs 

went  to  that  meeting  in  our  private  cbara^ 

We  are  told  that  the  President,  the  Heads* 

Departments,  or  any  of  the  people,  might  p 

there,  with  ^ual  pr<q)riety ;  and  we  have  bea 

told  a  humorous  anecdote  on  this  point,  (^ 

ceming  a  priest    To  this,  Mr.  B.  answeiw, 

that  the  members  of  Congress  went  there^  tt 

say  to  the  American  people,  that  thej  belief 

this,  or  that,  candidate  would  be  most  accept^W 

to  the  people.    A  fact  only  was  to  be  bwj 

known.    Each  man  represents  the  f<^^^^^'?5 

his  own  section  of  the  country.    James  B*- 

hour  represents  that  Mb  constituents  are  a  ** 

opinion;  the  gentieman  from  South  C^*^ 

that  hiB  are  of  another.    The  members  attaj 

ing  the  meeting  are  from  different  sectioitf  « 

the  Union— they  are  the  organs  of  oommnw* 

tion.    Their  meeting  is  merely  for  the  geoa* 

concentration  of  opinion.    The  gentleman  ft* 

South  Carolina  animadverts  on  the  ^^f*^ 

assumed  by  the  members  in  the  meeting-™* 

of  their  individual  capacity — and  asks,  «b 

are  not  other  citizens  admitted?    The  ans»« 

to  this  remark  is  obvious.    Other  citi^ns^ 

not  in  the  situation  of  members  of  CodI*^ 

because  they  are  not  presumed,  as  ^^ 

members  of  Congress,  who  come  from  ev^ 

part  of  the  Union,  to  know,  accurately,  "" 
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wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  It  is 
lot  the  official  station  that  gives  weight  to  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  members  of  Con- 
gress; bat  it  is  the  confidence  they  eqjoy 
onong  their  fellow-dtizens  that  made  them 
aeml^rs  of  Oongress.  This  confidence  is  a 
»art  of  their  character,  and  is  made  available 
Q  their  private  capacity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Car- 
olina says  he  never  attended  a  caacna.  This 
B  certainly  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  mem- 
MT  of  this  body.  There  may  be  some  few  in- 
Lividnals  here  who  have  n<^  attended  such 
aeetings ;  bnt  when  he  recollected  how  com- 
Don  they  had  been,  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
rears,  he  apprehended  there  were  few  who  had 
lot  taken  part  in  them.  When  he  was  very 
rounff,  Mr.  B.  said  he  recollected  to  have  gone, 
irith  his  honorable  colleaffne,  to  the  first  meet- 
ng  of  this  kind  whi<m  he  ever  attended. 
[Jnder  anthority  so  respectable,  and  in  such  a 
mhoolf  he  had  first  become  acquainted  with 
he  system ;  and  he  had,  ever  since,  continued 
iMiieving  diat  its  results  must  be  beneficial. 
When  he  knew  that  this  system  was  approved 
l>y  older  men ;  that  it  had  been  used  efrectually 
in  the  days  of  Jeflferson,  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  the  younger  members  knew  all  the  bene- 
3t8  that  had  been  derived  from  it  It  is  too 
>ld  in  this  country — opposition  to  it  will  not 
30.  Some  may  be  opposed  to  it,  from  their 
private  views;  others  may  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient at  this  time.  There  are  regular  cycles 
in  political  events ;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
aot  doubt  but  these  meetings,  by  and  by,  would 
t>ecome  popular  enoush ;  for,  as  they  have  been 
K)  heretofore,  it  wiil  be  seen  that  they  are  still 
leoeflsary. 

In  regard  to  the  anti-caucus,  which  had  been 
ipoken  of,  he  did  not  wish  to  become  the  ac- 
ioser  of  any  man.  He  should,  tiierefore,  say 
lothing  of  it.  This  whole  subject  had  gone  out 
x>  the  people.  It  ought  not  to  have  been 
x>ncfaed  nere.  There  1ms  been  a  fair  and  open 
ippeal  to  the  people,  and  the  Senate  should 
xot  have  been  troubled  with  it.  There  we  are 
prilling  to  meet  it ;  not  before  a  few  changelings 
n  the  country,  but  before  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  who  are  independent,  and  who  stand 
^ear  of  prejudices  on  this  subject  H  when 
iiese  acts  are  fairly  laid  open,  such  a  tribunal 
M>ndemns  us,  be  it  so.  Mr.  B.  said,  when  he 
smbarked  on  the  sea  of  political  life,  he  well 
knew  that  there  were  shoals  in  it  Some  get 
^eir  vessels  over  them  safely;  while  others 
itrike  upon  them,  and  sink  forever.  But  he 
made  the  declaration  in  the  face  of  aU  who 
beard  him,  that  he  had  the  approbation  of  what 
he  had  done,  in  his  own  conscience-^that  was 
placed  beyond  all  human  control ;  and,  when 
the  plaudits  of  this  world  should  cease,  that 
approbation  would  be  imperishable;  it  would 
enable  him  to  tread  the  shadowy  vale  of  death, 
without  fear  or  trembling.  Standing  on  this 
sure  foundation,  unseduced  by  ambition,  whose 
g^ddy  heights  he  had  never  essayed,  as  far  as 


it  concerned  his  personal  viewa  he  was  above, 
and  he  rejoiced  in  his  attitude,  every  change 
in  political  opinion ;  and  if  the  Government  be 
honestly  administered,  he  cared  not  by  what 
hands,  or  to  whom  were  distributed  the  loaves 
and  fishes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  vote 
against  an  indefinite  nost|>onement  The  State 
of  Maryland,  said  he,  has  mstructed  its  Senators 
to  use  theur  best  endeavors  to  obtain  such  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  as  will  insure 
a  uniform  mode  of  election  throughout  the 
United  States^  of  Preddent  and  Vice  President 
The  district  mode  is  preferred  by  that  State, 
which  meets  my  concurrence^  and  I  shall  vote 
for  any  of  the  resolutions  that  will  be  most 
likely  to  succeed,  and  will  assure  that  mode. 
Having  entered  yesterday  into  my  reasons  on 
the  subject,  I  will  not  again  trespass  on  the 
time  of  title  Senate,  by  repetition.  Indeed,  Mr. 
President,  I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  on 
the  subject  affain,  nor  should  I,  but  for  an  ob- 
servation made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatnb.)  He  has 
said,  "  that  I  was  the  first  who  introduced  the 
word  *  caucus '  into  the  discussion."  Why  this 
observation?  For  what  purpose?  Was  it  any 
way  necessary  or  useful  to  his  argument? 

Mr.  HATm  explained.  He  certainly  meant 
nothing  unkind  towards  the  gentleman.  Begret 
had  been  expressed  that  this  word  had  been 
used;  and  he  had  merely  observed,  that  he  be- 
lieved that  it  had  first  been  used  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland. 

Mr.  SioTH  resumed.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  * 
perfectly  confident  that  the  gentleman  enter- 
tains no  unfriendly  feelings  towards  me  per- 
sonally ;  but)  as  the  remark  had  been  made,  I 
am  unwilling  that  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
so  unprofitable,  that  I  feel  mortified  at  its  being 
introduced,  and  so  little  comporting  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Senate,  should  be  attributed  to 
me.  1  regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino)  should  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  introduce  it  It  is  true  that  he 
qualified  it  bv  a  new  name — ^*  central  power.'* 
However,  either  my  ears  deceived  me,  or  I 
heard  him  use  the  word  "caucus,"  and  one 
member  opposite  took  it  down ;  but,  whether 
he  did  or  not,  his  meaning  was  perfectly  under- 
stood ;  and,  if  I  used  it,  it  was  because  I  wished 
to  give  it  the  known  name— I  wished  to  call  a 
spi^e  a  spade., 

When  first  introduced,  I  considered  it  as  ac- 
cidental, and  treated  it  lightly,  as  I  thought  it 
merited.  But,  sir,  the  second  speech  of  the 
introducer,  and  the  elaborate  view  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
have  given  to  it  form  and  substance.  Effect 
seems  now  to  be  contemplated,  and  we  must 
meet  it  as  we  best  can. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  too  young  to  know  the  extreme  difficul- 
ties the  Republican  party  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  dangers  it  has  been  exposed  to  by  attempts 
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calculated  to  create  sohisms  that  mi^t  have, 
bj  dividing,  exposed  it  to  great  danger ;  which, 
in  mj  humble  opinion,  have  been  mainly  ob- 
viated and  avoid^  by  the  canons  system  Nor 
am  I  at  all  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  it  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
King.)  That  gentleman  was  a  leading  chicKf  of 
the  Federal  party,  and  he,  no  doubt,  thinks, 
w;hat  I  know  and  believe,  that,  owing  to  the 
caucus  system,  his  party  was  prostrated,  and 
the  Republican  party  brought  into  power;  by 
which  change,  1  firmly  believe,  and  every  Re- 
publican does  believe,  that  the  nation  has  greatly 
Denefited.  I  adhere  to  that  which  has  rendered 
such  essential  seirice  to  my  country,  and  the 
party  to  which  I  belong.  The  bridge  which 
has  carried  me  safe  over,  I  call  a  good  bridge. 
The  caucus  system  has  heretofore  been  ap- 
proved. I  attended  several,  was  preddent  at 
one— and  consistency  of  conduct  called  impe- 
riously on  me  to  attend  that  lately  held,  and 
which  has  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the 
two  gentlemen.  It  appears,  also,  to  have  met 
with  the  displeasure  of  several  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  served  in  caucus  more  than  once. 
Well  sir,  they  have  their  reasons,  such  as  are 
satisfactory  to  themselves,  with  which  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  Th/it  of  being  conscientiously 
ag[ainst  it,  they  cannot  offer.  There  are  cer- 
tainly some  who  think  the  system  wrong  on 
principle.  The  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
nas  said  so;  but  their  numbers,  among  poli- 
ticians, are  few.  I  have  not  met  with  many. 
Kay  we  not,  without  offence,  believe  that  men 
are  much  governed  by  the  consideration  of 
whether  the  caucus  will  or  will  not  support 
their  favorite  candidate?  And  must  we  not 
believe  that  those  who  have  heretofore  attended 
caucuses,  will  find  it  difficult  to  assign  any  other 
reason  for  absenting  themselves  from  that  which 
they  now  censure  ?  Indeed,  Mr.  President,  I 
must  think  that  it  had  a  powerful  influence, 
although,  perhaps,  unknown  to  themselves.  I 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  one ;  but  form  my 
opinion  from  man  as  he  is  constituted. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  the 
caucus  system,  as  it  has  operated ;  and.  I  trust, 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  has  enaoled  the 
Republican  party  to  mount  into  powerj  and 
has  tended,  mainly,  to  maintain  them  m  it. 
Upon  this  theme  I  act  as  a  party  man,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  wish  to 
keep  my  party  in  power ;  that  I  believe  the 
caucus  system  is  the  most  effectual  means ;  and 
that)  when  we  cease  to  use  it,  we  shall  thereby 
deprive  ourselves  of  one  most  powerfdl  instru- 
ment. Divide  and  conquer,  is  as  old  as  history 
— ^keep  together,  you  cannot  be  snbdued. 
^  Mr.  President :  On  the  first  contested  elec- 
tion, between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Adams  succeeded  by,  I  believe,  a  small 
m^ority.  It  was  believed  that  his  success  was 
owing  to  want  of  a  conjoined  effort,  a  concen- 
tration of  force,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  A  caucus  was,  in  consequence, 
held  in  Philadelphia^  the  object  of  which  was, 


to  make  a  conjoined  effort  to  coDoentrated 
the  strength  of  the  party,  and  to  bind  each  ti 
the  other,  that  Qiey  would  use  their  besfc  fssB' 
tions  to  promote  the  election  of  Mr.  Jeffenoi 
I  did  not  attend,  but,  I  believe,  every  ote 
member  of  either  House,  friendly  to  Mr.  J<fe> 
son,  did  attend.  Who  were  theyf  Meneff- 
tainly  as  capable  of  expounding  the  coostitBtiB 
as  any  gentleman  now  in  my  hearing;  wti 
them  the  writer,  in  part,  of  &e  Fedenlkt)  ft» 
which  we  daily  refer,)  in  fact,  all  of  themktl- 
ers  in  the  Republican  ranks,  and  to  whom  vi 
are  indebted  for  the  change  by  which  the  & 
publican  party  came  into  power;  those  gntf 
men  are  now  charged,  by  the  gentJemsn  fin 
New  York,  with  l^ing  promoters  of  a  syita 
which,  in  its  conseouences,  is  to  deetroifAt 
constitution^and  to  mtroduce  all  the  plagw 
of  Egypt,  well,  sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  till 
charge,  for  the  honorable  gentleman  irss  m 
of  those  who  lost  the  power.  Losers  will  «■- 
plain,  and  we  ought  not  to  be  smrprisedtbst^ 
gentleman  is  very  willing  to  put  down  a^ysts 
by  which  his  party  has  lost  their  power;  it  ^ 
natural,  and  it  is  as  natural  for  me  to  wish  to  oo- 
tinue  a  system,  by  which  I  (as  one  of  the  gds- 
ers)  have  succeeded.  I  have  said  that  I  did  Mi 
attend  the  first  caucus ;  but,  sir,  I  assured  fkK 
who  did,  that  I  would  act  with  them,  and  1 4 
as  the  people  of  Maryland  know.  I  nsed  aa- 
tions,  that  I  think  I  should  not^  if  tiie  cmkb 
had  not  been  held.  Its  decision  induced  b^ 
and  others,  in  Maiyland,  to  unexampled  tis- 
tion ;  much  depended  on  its  vote.  At  tM 
time  the  State  was  decidedly  in  fevor oflk 
Adams.  It  was  changed  by  the  exertions  w 
by  the  Republicans,  which,  I  speak  wifli  c* 
fidenceu  would  not  have  been  made,  if  no  ot- 
cus  had  been  held. 

A  caucus  was  held  at  the  second  election  rf 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  which  almost  every  RepuMflJ 
member  did  attend.  It  was  not  tiien  tlioi^ 
a  crime ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  denned  m*- 
torious.  If  I  had  not  attended  it.  I  am  are^ 
constituents,  at  that  time,  would  nave  been  m 
pleased ;  no  one  then  talked  of  a  caucus  W 
an  assumption  of  power ;  I  mean  no  Repnblkia 
I  believe  the  Federalists  did,  but  it  we  IJ' 
tributed  to  the  iniury  the  system  did  ^^J 
as  a  party ;  we  did  not  think  them  in  ei^J 
we  considered  their  opposition  as  ariangaDfv 
from  opposition.  ,. 

The  next  caucus  selected  Mr.  MBdison,  awj 
never  heard  that  he  thought  their  act  oft* 
than  constitutional ;  he  had  attended thefl* 
caucus  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  pnw^ 
leader  in  it.  He  accepted  the  nominati^  J" 
all  know  that  he  was  opposed  by  Kr.  H<a^ 
A  schism  was  threatened  (by  that  oppoen*/ 
in  the  Republican  party ;  it  was  wpport^ij^ 
the  Federal  party,  and  never  was  the  Bep^ 
lican  party  in  greater  danger.  "What  p^^jj 
that  great  evil  ?  The  caucus  nomination^ 
other  course  could  have  succeeded.  They^f^ 
rallied  round  that  nomination,  and  ascuusm^ 
thereby  prevented. 
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Mr.  President:  Some  (now  present)  know 
that  a  schism  in  the  RepnbUoan  party  had  nearly 
taken  place,  on  the  election  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate.  The  opposition  to  him  was  strong 
in  numbers  and  character,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Republican  party 
would  be  severed.  How  was  it  avoided?  The 
Bepnblicans  met  as  brethren  of  the  same  family, 
agreed  on  Mr.  Monroe^  and  all  supported  him. 
He  and  the  Vice  President  were  informed,  by 
letters,  signed  by  me  and  the  secretary  of  the 
oaacus,  of  their  nomination,  to  which  they  re- 
plied, by  letters,  which  have  been  publii^ed. 
Neither  showed  any  reluctance  at  the  mode  of 
nomination ;  neither  ol^ected  to  a  caucus  power 
of  nomination ;  they  both  seemed  well  satisfied, 
and  appeared  to  accept  with  pleasure.  The 
present  President  expressed  himself  with  strong 
approbation,  of  the  source  of  nomination.  His 
words  are — "Deeply  penetrated  by  this'  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  confidence,  emanating  from 
sum  a  source."    What  source  ?    The  caucus. 

I  have  shown  that  the  caucus  system  has 
been  considered,  by  our  three  Republican  Presi- 
dents, as  not  only  constitutional,  but  expedient. 
They  have  never  said  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  coimtry.  It  has  existed  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo? 
pie  appear  just  as  safe,  and  rather  safer,  man 
some  of  us  thought  they  were  prior  to  its  being 
adopted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  all  the  Republicans 
had  met  (agreeably  to  open  invitation)  like 
brethren  of  the  same  famOy,  as  they  did  on  all 
former  occasions,  and  had  agreed  (as  they  might 
have  done)  on  a  candidate,  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence?  It  might  have  con- 
tinued the  union  of  the  party.  And  of  what 
nughty  consequence  is  it,  which  of  the  candi- 
dates shall  be  successful  ?  Either  of  them  will 
do  tolerably  well.  Congress  will  take  care 
that  neither  shall  do  much  harm.  I  have  my 
preference,  I  admit;  but,  had  another  been 
selected,  I  would  have  supported  him ;  for  my 
object  is  union  in  the  Republican  party.  Gen- 
tlemen (many  of  them  my  friends)  with  whom 
I  have  acted  through  the  worst  of  times,  de- 
clined to  attend ;  their  motives  are  their  own. 
But  what  is  the  effect?  A  complete  disunion 
of.  the  Republican  party,  divided  into  at  least 
four  parties ;  the  whole  in  a  state  of  distraction. 
Father  against  son,  brother  against  brother ;  all 
in  a  state  of  complete  confusion ;  and  what  for  ? 
For  a  principle  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  no  principle 
involved.  What,  then,  is  all  this  noise  about  ? 
Why,  whether  you  shall  choose  A,  B,  C,  or  D ; 
and,  choose  which  you  will  of  the  candidates, 
the  nation  will  (if  the  people  choose  such  Con- 
gresses as  the  three  last)  move  on  m^estically 
towards  its  great  destiny.  When  I  look  around, 
I  am  surprised  at  the  excitement  artificially 
created.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  difference 
between  those  who  attended  the  caucus,  and 
those  who  did  not,  I  take  to  be  this :  that  those 
who  went,  were  anxious  to  unite  on  some  one 
Bepnblioan  candidate,  and  support  him,  be  he 


whom  he  might,  and  thus  preserve  the  union 
of  the  party ;  and  those  who  did  not  attend, 
were  willing  to  risk  all,  rather  than  run  the 
risk  of  their  candidate  being  in  the  minority. 
From  this  last,  I  except,  of  course,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  the  conscien- 
tious. 

Mr.  President:  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
where  many  of  our  great  officers  are  elected, 
there  must  be  some  mode  adopted  by  which  to 
concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people.  They 
cannot  (scattered  as  Uiey  are)  know  the  candi- 
dates— it  is  morally  impossible:  the  voters 
must  therefore  depend  on  some  person,  some 
public  bodies,  or  on  private  meetings  for  infor- 
mation, as  to  the  best  character  for  the  office. 
For  instance,  "for  President"  Well,  sir,  it 
has  been  thought,  for  twenty-four  years  last 
past,  that  the  members  of  Congress,  elected  by 
the  people,  and  in  whom  they  had  aeposited  aU 
conndence,  was  the  best  source  for  information. 
Has  that  source  deceived  the  people  in  any  one 
instance  ?  I  understand  that  the  Congressional 
caucus  recommended  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Monroe.  The  people  elected  them;  and  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  reliance  placed  by 
the  people  in  the  caucus  nomination  of  all  three 
has  turned  out  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
injury  has  resulted  therefrom.  It  is  rational 
to  suppose,  that  the  members  of  Congress  have 
better  opportunities  of  knowing  the  character 
and  talents  of  the  several  candi&tes,  than  those 
who  have  never  seen  them,  and  never  acted 
with  them.  However,  the  caucus  mode  is  de- 
nounced, and  now  let  us  see  what  is  to  be  sub- 
stituted, for  there  will  be  a  substitute.  It  is  in 
the  nature  of  our  Grovemment.  It  cannot  be 
avoided.  Well,  sir,  one  State,  by  an  act  of  its 
Legislature,  nominates  its  favorite,  that  is,  the 
favorite  of  a  minority  of  the  body;  another 
Legislature,  in  their  private  capacity,  nomi- 
nate their  candidate,  and  forbid  their  members 
of  Congress,  chosen,  as  they  are,  by  the  people, 
from  recommending  a  candidate.  Now,  sir,  I 
would  ask,  how  many  of  that  Legislature  knew 
any  of  the  other  candidates  except  the  one 
recommended  ^y  them  ?  perhaps  three  or  four, 
who  may  have  been  in  Congress.  Gther  States 
have  pursued  a  similar  course,  with  as  little 
knowledge  of  the  candidates.  Each  State  has 
its  favorite  candidate ;  of  him  tiiey  may  know 
something.  But  how  they  can  be  capable  of 
forming  a  Judgment  between  him  and  those 
who  are  opposed  to  him,  I  know  not.  Many 
State  Legislatures  have  undertaken  to  recom- 
mend, whilst  they  reprobate  the  caucus  nomi- 
nation. Another  mo<le  has  been  adopted :  by 
convention.  I  should  like  to  know  now  the 
delegates  to  the  convention  are  chosen:  are 
they  by  the  people?  I  believe  not.  A  few 
people  meet ;  their  numbers  may  be  ten,  fifty, 
or  any  other  number,  and  they  appoint  the 
dele^tes ;  and,  thus  chosen,  they  meet  in  con- 
vention, and  select  their  candidates.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  whether  either  of  those  modes  is 
preferable  to  a  caucus,  or  whether  any  of  them 
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are  eonal  to  it,  is  to  be  determined.    For  my 

fart,  I  thought  the  old  mode  was  the  best,  and 
have  adopted  it.  I  have  exercised  my  own 
opinion.  I  have  given  myself  no  uneasiness 
about  ^at  of  others.  And  I  must  think,  an 
interference  with  the  opinion  of  those  who  at- 
tended the  caucus,  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  matter  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eatoit,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  considered 
this  subject  of  discussion  as  altogether  improper, 
and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
remaui  any  longer  before  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  has  now  spent  two  days  in  debating  the 
question,  whether  it  is  proper  for  members  of 
Congress  to  go  into  caucus.  He  sincerely  be- 
lieved that  such  a  subject  was  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  the  body,  and  that  it  would  place  the 
members  in  no  very  elevated  view  before  the 

SubUo.  His  object  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
iscussion.  .  He  suggested  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  whether  it  was  not  better  to  let  it 
end  here.  He  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  £.^8  motion  was  put,  and 
passed  m  the  negative.  The  question  then  re- 
curred on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Macoh,  of  North  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  Chair.  He  said  that  these  resolutions  had 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  they  had 
been  maturely  considered  and  reported  upon 
by  that  committee ;  and  now,  because  a  certain 
other  subject,  not  connected  with  them,  had 
been  introduced,  no  vote  was  to  be  taken  upon 
them.  What  is  the  question  before  the  Senate  ? 
It  is  upon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
resolutions ;  and  not  upon  their  subject-matter. 
Why  should  not  a  fair  vote  be  taken  on  them  ? 
Gentlemen  who  are  not  entirely  decided  on 
business  before  the  Senate  generally  vote  for  a 
postponement.  He  thought  no  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution,  that  had  ever  been 
before  the  Senate,  had  so  much  in  favor  of  it, 
as  the  one  that  had  been  reported  by  this  com- 
mittee.. It  had,  first  or  last,  been  recommended 
by  almost  every  one  of  the  States.  And  now, 
after  all  the  time  that  has  been  spent  about  it. 
after  one  of  the  propositions  had  been  discussed 
at  full  length,  they  are  all  to  be  thrown  by. 
He  well  knew  that  men  would  do,  in  relation 
to  these  things,  as  they  thought  right.  He  con- 
sidered it  an  extremely  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, that  a  subject  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  tne  real  question  before  the  Senate  had 
been  introduced,  and  was  about  to  destroy  all 
chance  of  considering  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  that  no  amendment 
could  now  be  made  to  affect  the  next  election. 
There  must  be  a  concession  of  opinion  some- 
where—everybody feels  the  embarrassments  we 
are  laboring  under ;  and  yet  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  and  discuss  the  amendments  by 
which  these  evils  might  be  remedied.  This 
amendment,  he  thought,  would  insure  an  elec- 
tion, without  going  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 


It  is  time  enough  to  postpone  them,  wIni  h 
find  that  we  cannot  make  one  that  is  fitteb 
adopted.  We  shall,  then,  have  done  oar  d^ 
to  our  constituents  as  faithful  men.  Bat  itt 
we  are  about  to  postpone  them  st  tk  mj 
threshold.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  wbafli 
subject  could  be  met  gravely,  it  is  the  pnaat 
What  was  the  oonditiou  of  the  ooontiy  st  ii 
time  of  the  difficulty  in  the  election  of  Jefion 
and  Burr  ?  Great  anxiety  was  spreid  fm 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  lb 
House  of  Representatives  was  voting  thitf 
times  without  coming  to  a  deciaon— tbe  no^ 
serious  alarm  pervaded  the  country,  hsij^ 
with  this  knowledge  before  us,  we  uvi^ 
willing  to  make  provision  against  shnDar  «• 
currences.  There  was  a  charge  of  foreigs  p 
tiality  on  each  side  of  the  great  partaee  existoi 
at  that  time.  One  was  accused  of  fondnefiiftr 
^e  British ;  the  other,  for  the  French.  Hmn 
is  no  disposition  of  that  kind  now.  Welttn 
peace,  and  we  have  plenty  to  eat ;  and,  tits^ 
Heaven,  the  tariff  bill  has  not  yet  pasee^ 
Some  think  that  the  amendment  will  protei 
a  consolidation  of  the  Crovemment,  and  thit^ 
State  lines  will  be  lost  But  almost  aU  ^ 
States  have  agreed  to  it — almost  all  of  tba 
have  called  for  the  districting  system.  Jb.  s. 
said  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  deebt? 
the  constitution.  He  had  heard  so  much,  w 
so  often,  of  the  destruction  of  the  coostitn&B. 
that  he  had  almost  become  an  infidel  in  reaped 
to  it  We  have  stood  a  sediti^A  lav,  and  ■ 
alien  law,  and  there  is  not  much  danger  hot  vf 
may  get  along  with  any  thing  else.  We  h** 
had  these  amendments  regularly  broui^t  beftn 
us ;  and  now,  all  at  once,  because  allusions^ 
been  made  to  another  subject,  we  cannot  k» 
at  the  amendments — ^we  have  got  into  apis^ 
and  we  must  give  them  up.  Nearly  aD  v» 
States  have  approved  the  districting  ^J<^ 
and  how  is  it  to  destroy  the  constitution  f  J)| 
liberty  of  this  nation  does  not,  nor  doesthitffl 
any  other,  depend  upon  paper.  It  musthyw* 
foundation  in  the  hearts  of  the  peopk.  I^  | 
num  depend  upon  himself  and  he  is  fre&  ^ 
he  is  dependent  on  another,  black  or  white,  v 
will  not  be  free.  Freedom  rests  upon  oor  d^ 
pendence  or  independence.  The  people  hiM 
first,  a  great  dread  of  thePreadentaDdScBi^i 
but  that  fear  has  passed  away. 

We  have  now  more  candidates  fo*"*^?^ 
idency  than  we  have  ever  had  before.  H^ 
are  my  people,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  ^^«f2 
men  ?  Why,  when  I  go  home,  they  ww  *» 
me  whom  I  think  to  be  the  best  mw;  ^J 
rather,  who  vrill  tax  them  the  least!  ww»' 
the  same  thing.  And,  I  presome,  the  i^ 
questions  are  put  to  other  members.  ^^^ 
my  colleague  called  for  the  yeas  ^d  n^*® 
this  question,  for  I  hone  the  subject  wifl  »» "J 
postoonedL  In  regard  to  caucuses,  I  h*^ 
confessions  to  make.  I  have  gone  >^*^^ 
as  honestly  as  I  go  to  churcL  I  do  »w  *j 
how  many  caucuses,  or  how  few,  ^^^'•J'i  \ 
care  nothing  about  them.    Onoe,  ho««v«i 
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raS)  about  twenty  years  past,  taken  in  by  a 
Mnoua,  and  said  I  wonld  not  attend  another.  I 
lad  intended  to  have  given  a  history  of  some,  on 
iifferent  sidea,  but  it  is  decided  not  to  be  in  order. 

How  the  choice  of  Electors,  bv  districts, 
sonld  possibly  prevent  an  election  of  President, 
IS  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  I  cannot  possibly  perceive.  The  nnm- 
}er  of  votes  given  by  the  districts  wonld  be 
^qnai  to  that  now  given.  I  do  not  understand 
low  it  can  prevent  an  election.  Every  genera- 
;ion  has  its  own  notions  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
i^igion.  Religions  and  political  ideas  are  con- 
itantly  chan^g.  The  Book  of  Jndges  gives  a 
lescription  of  these  changes,  where  it  speaks  of 
iie  departure  of  the  people,  after  the  death  of 
Toshua.  So  we  forgot  the  principles  which  pro- 
Inced  the  Revolution.  My  State,  happily,  is 
leither  a  large  nor  a  small  one.  It  enjoys  about 
in  equal  population,  and  does  not  increase  much. 
Whek  benefit  can  the  present  provision  of  the 
sonstitntion  be  if  we  can  get  no  President  by 
t?  I  hope  the  Senate  will  return  to  the  con* 
dderation  of  the  proposed  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yak  Bubbk,  the  Senate 
Jien  a^onmed. 


MoiTDAT,  March  22. 

AmendmenU  to  the  Conttitution — Caucus  Sys- 
tem, 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  being 
lie  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
unendments  to  the  constitution,  in  relation  to 
lie  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
ras  again  taken  up.  The  question  was  upon 
iCr.  Mills's  motion  to  postpone  the  whole  sub- 
eot  indefinitely. 

[The  Chair,  previous  to  the  commencement 
»f  the  discussion,  intimated  its  intention  to  re- 
trict  the  debate  to  the  immediate  question 
ipon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
lona.] 

Mr.  DicKBBBON,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he 
ras  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
iecision  of  the  Chair,  although  he  had  not  had 
he  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  pointed  ob- 
ervations  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
ina,  (Mr.  Hatnb,)  which  might  be  easily  an- 
wered.  He  regretted  that  the  subject  had  been 
Dtroduced,  as  it  was  calculated  to  create  much 
innecessary  excitement.  The  discussion  of  it, 
towever,  had  given  him  no  uneasiness,  either  as 
t  respected  himself,  or  his  friends ;  and  he  was 
^rfecUy  content  to  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 

I  shall,  said  Mr.  D.,  confine  myself  to  the  mo- 
ion  which  admits  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
he  resolutions  to  be  postponed.  And  it  is  with 
eloctance  I  again  speak  upon  this  question ;  for 

fear  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  in  the 
oode  now  proposed  to  introduce  any  amend- 
oent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
rhich  shall  have  the  least  bearing  upon  the  rel- 
.tiTe  power  of  the  great  and  small  States. 
(atnal  jealousies  are  easily  excited.  The  in- 
of  the  great  and  small  States  are  easily 


set  in  array  against  each  other.  Any  attempt 
to  promote  a  plan  of  mutual  concession,  a  plan 
upon  which  the  constitution  itself  was  formed, 
may  be  represented  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  one  class  of  States,  and  an  abandonment  of 
those  of  the  other.  At  this  time,  such  a  con- 
stitution as  we  now  have,  could  not  be  formed.  It 
was  adopted  at  a  fortunate  period.  Fortunately 
for  the  large  States,  still  more  so  for  the  smaU. 
For  these  reasons,  I  begin  to  despair  of  seeing 
any  of  the  proposed  amendments  succeed,  un« 
less  upon  a  call  of  a  convention  of  the  States, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution ;  and, 
therefore,  I  was  disposed  to  let  the  subject  rest, 
at  least  for  the  present  session. 

The  gentleman  f^oiA  Missouri  (Mr.  Bbntof) 
has  shown,  in  the  strongest  colors,  the  dangers 
of  our  present  system,  and  the  absolute  neceantj 
of  districtinff  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  choos- 
ing  a  President,  so  as  to  leave  me  but  little  to 
add  upon  that  subject.  A  bare  minority  in  the 
Legislatures  of  six  of  the  large  States,  having 
188  Electors,  can  completely  control  the  rest  (^ 
the  Union,  upon  the  election  of  a  President, 
under  the  present  system :  that  is,  a  little  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  can  impose  a  President  upon  the  residue, 
amounting  to  nearly  three-fourths.  This  is  an 
enormous  power,  growing  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  constitution,  but  which  was  not  foreseen 
by  those  who  formed  that  instrument.  By  this, 
the  small  States,  containing  a  large  m^ority  of 
the  reople  of  the  United  States,  may  be  ren- 
derea  utterly  insignificant  in  the  choice  of  a 
President.  By  this,  the  voice  of  eighteen,  of 
the  twenty-four  States,  may  be  completely  sup- 
pressed. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Taylob)  says  this  is  one  of  the  great  federal 
features  of  tiie  constitution,  which  ought  to  be 
held  sacred.  Whether  it  be  federal,  or  whether 
is  be  national,  it  is  equally  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Tlds  enormous  power 
must  be  dreadea  by  idl  but  those  who  wield  it. 
It  must  be  dreaded  by  all  but  the  influential 
men  in  the  great  States,  who  may  control  those 
States,  and  through  them,  the  Union. 

The  small  States  ask  the  large  to  divest  them- 
selves of  this  enormous  power,  by  adopting  a 
system  of  single  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors. The  great  States  refuse  to  yield  up  any 
portion  of  this  power,  unless  the  small  States 
consent  to  make  a  corresponding  concession  od 
their  part. 

What  is  the  power  of  the  small  States,  when 
the  election  of  a  Preddent  devolves  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives?  Thirty-one  Repre- 
sentatives, from  the  thirteen  small  States,  can, 
by  possibility,  elect  tiie  I^ident,  against  the 
182  Representatives :  that  is,  about  one-seventh 
of  the  Representatives  may  control  the  other 
six-sevenths  upon  the  election  of  a  President 
And  this  is  the  other  great  federal  feature  of  the 
constitution  to  which  some  gentlemen  of  late 
appear  to  be  much  attached.  Under  one  of 
these  great  federal  features  of  the  constitution, 
the  power  of  the  small  States  may  be  completely 
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merged  in  the  election  bj  Electors.  Under  the 
other,  the  power  of  the  great  States  may  be  as 
completely  merged  in  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident, in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  incongraons,  more  prepos- 
terous, more  monstrous  f  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  fears  the  national, 
but  is  charmed  with  the  great  federal  features 
of  our  constitution,  compares  the  operations  of 
our  Gk)Yemment  to  those  of  the  steam  engine ; 
and  he  informs  us  of  a  variety  of  safety  valves, 
by  which  the  steam  may  pass  o%  without 
danger  to  the  machine.  I  do  not  perceive  the 
efficacy  of  those  safety  valves,  in  the  dangerous 
operation  of  choosing  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  continue  those  two  great  federal 
features  of  our  constitution,  without  modifica- 
tion, the  engine  will  not  bear  the  force  to  be 
applied;  the  steam  will  become  irresistible;  we 
shall  increase  the  pressure,  till  we  burst  the 
boiler. 

The  small  States,  in  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  can  choose  a  President  against  the  voice 
of  the  large,  and  an  attempt  to  dter  the  relative 
power  of  the  States,  in  this  particular,  even  with 
their  own  consent,  for  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 
is  considered  as  a  deadly  blow  at  the  power  of 
the  small  States — a  power  necessary  to  their 
existence.  Is  it  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
the  small  States,  that  they  should  possess  a 
power,  under  any  circumstances,  to  mipose  a 
President  upon  the  United  States,  agunst  the 
voice  of  six-sevenths,  or  even  against  the  voice 
of  a  mi^jority  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  necessary  to 
their  existence  that  they  should  have  more 
weight  in  such  an  election  than  their  federal 
numbers  would  give  them  ?  The  exercise  of 
this  extraordinary  power  of  choosing  a  Presi- 
dent, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  oc- 
curred but  once  in  dx  and  thirty  years,  and 
even  that  afforded  no  peculiar  advantages  to 
the  small  States.  On  the  contraiy,  it  put  in 
Jeopardy  their  very  existence.  A  combination 
among  six  of  the  large  States  can  completely 
control  the  residue  of  the  States  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  President  by  the  Electors,  and  this 
power  may  be  called  into  operation  every  tour 
years,  and  may  be  continued  without  interrup- 
tion, as  long  as  those  States  can  agree  bb  to 
their  dividends,  whUe  the  small  States  can  only 
oome  in  for  a  casual  exercise  of  their  extraor- 
dinary power,  when  the  great  States  disagree 
amoog  themselves,  and  which  has  happened  but 
once  since  the  establishment  of  our  Govern- 
ment. This  power,  however,  which  may  be 
casually  exercised  by  the  small  States,  must  and 
will  lead  to  combinations  among  the  large 
States,  to  prevent  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives;  a  regard  to  their  own  interests 
imposes  upon  them-  the  necessity  of  such  com- 
binations ;  an  anomalous  case  c^  a  necessity  on 
the  part  of  tiie  strong  to  combine  against  the 
weak. 

Of  what  advantage  is  this  power  to  the  small 
States,  which  has  been  exercised  but  once  since 
the  establishment  of  our  Government,  and  was 


then  considered  as  agreat  calamity  t  Thflre  oi 
be  none.  What  advantage  can  there  be  i&i*- 
taining  a  power  which  it  wiU  be  dangerooi  ti 
exercise  ?  None.  Ambitions  individuab  in  &i 
small  States  may  casually  derive  an  importan 
from  their  situation,  in  the  exercaae  of  tlii 
power,  but  this  can  be  of  no  importanoe  to  ik 
people  of  the  State  to  which  such  indlTidBk 
may  belong. 

Tliere  is  a  power,  however,  vested  in  thecaii 
States,  beyond  their  numerical  strength,  ipa 
which  their  existence  depends — their  equal  vob 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Bat  tbkki 
power,  not  to  give  the  small  States  an  nndtt 
mfluence  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  not  to  a* 
able  them  to  impose  laws  upon  thelaige  Stite^ 
but  a  preventive  power — a  power  to  sireil  the 
progress  of  laws  which  might  infringe  tkar 
riffhts  or  interests.  It  is  a  species  of  veto,  ^ 
which  tiie  Senators  of  twelve  States,  however 
small  the  population  of  those  States,  can  a^ 
tually  prevent  the  passing  of  any  lav  vM 
they  may  think  against  their  interests.  WiA- 
out  tins  power,  the  small  States  must  in- 
mediately  fiall  a  prey  to  the  large.  Whether 
this  principle  of  veto  should  have  been  cbioA 
farther  by  the  constitution,  it  is  anneceas|i7 
now  to  inquire.  Fortunately,  there  is  onepoot 
on  which  this  principle  of  veto  rests  in  a  sBgb 
State — ^it  is  for  the  preservation  of  that  am 
part  of  our  constitution — ^the  equal  vote  of  thi 
States  in  the  Senate;  the  only  part  whieh  'n 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  alteration.  By  the  i^ 
artide  of  the  constitution,  no  State,  without  iti 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  wSa^ 
in  the  Senate ;  and,  as  no  amendment  to  thi 
constitution  can  take  place,  which  will  not^ 
ply  equally  to  all  the  States,  it  is  evident  tbit 
the  smsJl  States  never  can  lose  this  right,  vd» 
they  unanimously  consent  to  it.  All  the  &t^ 
therefore,  of  the  gentieman  from  Hissoarirtw 
the  small  States,  by  ^ving  upapartion  of  poiw 
in  choosing  a  President,  shall  endanger  tMir 
equal  vote  in  the  Senate,  are  without  foKOOt 
tion.  While  a  single  principle  of  the  coostite- 
tion  is  left,  this  right  will  renuun  inviolate. 

The  gentieman  from  South  Oarolina  seems  to 
think  the  proposition  now  offered  a  periw 
novel  one.    True,  it  has  never  before  beenp»^ 
sented  as  an  amendment  to  the  oonstitntioB; 
but  it  is  as  old  as  the  constitution  itBeI£  Oi 
the  17th  July,  1787,  it  was  agreed  omwj?^ 
in  the  Federal  Convention,  that  the  Prestos 
should  be  elected  by  the  National  LegisUtan; 
and  for  a  long  time  this  was  thought  the  siwr 
mode,  even  in  the  first  instance  of  choospg/ 
President,  by  this  enlightened  and  pattw* 
assembly  of  statesmen,  some  of  wh(Hn,  atle>^ 
entertain  no  hostility  to  the  power  of  the  am 
States.    It  was  not  then  discovered  t^*!^ 
an  election  would  endanger  the  existenoe  or  iw 
Union.  ,.^ 

The  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  tfta» 

there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  '^^ 
of  the  departments  of  the  Government,  iW« 
the  Executive,  upon  the  two  Honaea  of  wn- 
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[re68^  in  their  choice  of  a  Pk^dent.  Bat,  would 
lot  this  inflnence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  mnch 
Qore  BO,  npon  the  House  of  Representatives, 
roting  as  States  upon  that  question,  under  the 
ffesent  system?  The  gaining  one  member  of 
he  Joint  meeting  wouM  he  no  more  than  gain- 
og  one  vote  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  sizty- 
oe,  while  the  gaining  one  member  in  the 
louse  of  Representatives  might  be  gaining  a 
wenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole.  When  a 
itate  has  but  one  Representatives,  this  would 
)e  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would  be,  when  the 
iepresentatives  of  a  State  should  be  so  divided 
0  that  the  change  of  one  would  give  the  vote  of 
he  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the  other — so 
hat,  by  possibility,  the  gaining  of  thirteen  votes 
Qight  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
ion ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it  to 
nother.  In  the  latter  case,  the  danger  would 
« truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would 
»e  no  greater  than  resorting  a  second  time  to 
he  Electors. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Yir^^ia,  said  he  was  opposed 
0  the  district  system,  because  it  had  a  ten- 
lency  to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small, 
f  a  portion  of  their  power,  and  because  it  in- 
erfered  with  the  separate  character  of  the 
Itates,  as  independent  sovereignties.  He  illus- 
rated  tiiiis  view  of  the  subject  by  several  re* 
oarks.  and  then  proceeded  to  state  that  he  con- 
lurred  in  the  opinion  that  had  been  expressed 
Q  debate,  that  the  district  system  was  calculat- 
d  to  bring  the  election  of  President  into  the 
lodse  of  Representatives.  Mr.  T.  fblly  con- 
urred  in  the  views  of  the  genUeman  from 
louth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatne,)  that  great  evils 
rould  arise  from  the  constant  interference  of 
/Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  that 
ny  amendment  to  the  constitution  would  be 
ery  objectionable  which  would  have  the  effect 
f  makipg  that  interference  more  frequent.  He 
aid  it  had  been  a  great  object  witii  him  for 
aany  years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the 
onstitntion,  which  might  secure  the  election 
f  the  President,  without  troubling  Congress 
riih  it.  He  might  not  live  to  see  that  desir- 
ble  object  accomplished,  but  he  hoped  tiiegen- 
leman  from  South  Carolina  would. 

Aa  to  the  question  of  a*  Congressional  caucus 
Mr  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
ency,  Mr.  T.  said  he  never  had  any  doubt  that 
och  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  the 
pint  of  the  constitution.  On  that  subject,  he 
elteved,  lus  sentiments  were  in  print.  It  ap- 
leared  to  him  preposterous  for  gentiemen  to 
ontend  that,  in  making  such  a  nomination, 
hey  acted  in  their  private  capacities.  Mr.  T. 
lere  entered  into  some  arguments  to  prove  that 
nembers  of  Congreas  could  not  meet  at  the  Seat 
f  Goyemment  and  nominate  a  candidate  for 
he  Presidency,  without  making  it  a  public  busi- 
lees.  The  people  would  so  regard  it,  and  it 
vonld  produce  the  same  effect  as  if  the  nomi- 
lation  was  made  by  members  in  their  legiala- 
ive  capacities. 

Hkb  honorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Bab- 


boitb)  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Taylob)  had 
been  his  instructor  in  respect  to  caucusing,  and 
that  he  had  introduced  him  into  the  first  caucus 
he  ever  attended.  His  colleague,  if  he  had  re- 
ceived any  instructions  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, had  certainly  profited  greatiy  by  them. 
He  bad  been  a  very  apt  scholar  in  his  lessons, 
and  had  far  outstripped  his  master.  But  his 
colleague  was  greatiy  mistaken.  He  had  never 
attended  a  caucus,  cither  in  Congress  or  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates 
for  offices.  Such  proceedings  he  considered 
very  dangerous,  and  altogether  unconstitu- 
tional. 

The  meeting  to  which  the  gentieman  had  al- 
luded was  held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
preparing  resolutions  to  be  proposed  in  the 
Le^lature.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  informal 
meetings  for  nreparing  bills  or  resolutions  to  be 
proposed  to  legislative  bodies  had  any  resem- 
blance to  a  Congressional  caucus,  intended  to 
transfer  from  the  States  their  constitutioufd 
check  and  influence  in  tiie  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent to  Congress.  It  had  been  said,  indeed, 
that  a  Congressional  caucus  acted  only  in  their 
private  characters.  To  illustrate  this  assertion : 
we  have  all  heard  of  what  is  called  a  bull  dance. 
Suppose  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  gravest  and  most 
respectable  private  citizens  uiould  assemble 
and  entertain  the  spectators  with  jigs,  rigadoons, 
and  hornpipes,  would  not  their  private  charac- 
ters be  estimated  in  contemplating  the  exhibi- 
tion? But,  if  the  same  number  of  members  of 
Congress  should  assemble  and  exhibit  a  similar 
scene,  would  not  their  public  charfcters  be  also 
estimated  ?  So,  when  assembled  for  nominating 
a  President,  it  is  their  public  characters,  and 
those  only,  which  are  intended  to  influence  the 
election ;  and  such  an  influence  destroys  that  of 
the  States,  bestowed  by  the  constitution  for 
self-preservation,  by  transferring  to  Congress  a 
power  conferred  on  the  States.  Their  charac- 
ters will  follow  them  into  a  caucus,  either  for 
the  purpose  of  a  bull  dance,  or  for  nominating 
a  President 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  not  previously  men- 
tioned the  word  caucus  in  this  debate,  nor  should 
he  have  now  done  so,  had  he  not  been  person- 
ally called  upon ;  but  that,  if  the  resolutions  for 
amending  the  constitution  should  be  taken  up, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  that  subject 
as  having  a  tendency  towards  that  consolidated 
and  concentrated  form  of  government  towards 
which  we  were  verging  with  awful  rapidity. 
At  this  juncture,  its  thorough  examination 
would  produce  an  excitement  inconsistent  with 
a  discreet  consideration  of  the  amendments: 
and  therefore  he  concurred  in  the  proposed 
postponement. 

Mr.  Kellt,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  began  with  observing  that  he  would  en- 
deavor, so  &r  as  it  was  practicable,  to  withdraw 
the  subject  under  debate  from  the  fog  with 
which  it  had  been  enveloped,  and  to  conform 
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to  the  nile  of  debate  prescribed  by  the  Chair. 
He  remarked  Ihat  the  whole  discosuon  od  this 
caucus  question  had  arisen  from  a  want  of  for- 
bearance  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
advocated  that  measure.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Eiiro)  had  been  charged  with  a 
change  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  consti- 
tutional amendments,  and  had  risen  in  his  de- 
fence, and  Justified  his  disposition  to  delay  act- 
ing on  the  subject  at  this  orisi<s  on  account  of 
the  central  power  which  now  presumed  to  se- 
lect candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States.  Whether  he 
actually  used  the  cabalistic  and  portentous 
word,  eaiwuMy  or  not,  I  hold  it,  said  Mr.  E.,  im- 
material. He  certainly  spoke  of  a  central  power 
that  had  arisen  in  this  Grovernment,  not  known 
to  the  constitution,  and  unfriendly  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation ;  and  whether  he  called  it  a 
caucus  or  not,  he  certainly  did,  said  Mr.  K., 
assure  the  gentlemen  that  he  had  no  unfriendly 
feelings  towards  any  person  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion.  Now,  said  Mr.  E.,  this  remark 
was  received  with  the  roost  extraordinary  sen- 
sitiveness on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen ;  they 
had,  with  an  ultra  chivalrous  etprit  du  eorpBy 
immediately  rushed  into  a  contest  on  the  caucus 
question,  and  had  entered  into  arguments  in 
support  of  that  measure.  Mr.  E.  repeated,  that 
a  very  small  portion  of  forbearance,  in  that 
stage  of  the  debate,  would  have  prevented  the 
discussion  altogether;  but,  as  gentlemen  had 
thought  proper  to  assume  a  different  course,  it 
had  certainlv  become  necessary  that  their  re- 
marks should  be  answered  and  their  arguments 
reAited.  This  had  been  done  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  ^Carolina,  in  respect  to  the  argu- 
ments which  were  urged  on  the  other  side,  be- 
fore he  addressed  the  Senate.  But  other  argu- 
ments had  still  been  advanced,  and  to  these, 
Mr.  E.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  reply. 
Waiving,  for  the  present,  the  constitutional 
question,  he  would  notice  the  argument  of  the 
necessity  of  a  caucus  as  a  party  measure. 
Now,  without  arguing  how  far  a  caucus  could 
be  Justified  on  that  ground,  he  would  say  that 
such  a  measure  could  certainly  not  be  justified 
as  a  party  measure^  where  only  a  small  minority 
could  be  got  to  xmite  in  it.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  the  very  first  principle  of  the  Be- 
publican  party,  to  which  he  bcdonged,  was,  that 
a  minority  only  could  act  or  speak  for  the  party, 
and  this,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  a  sacred  princi- 
ple, that  could  in  no  case  be  disregarded.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  the  present  day  have  con- 
quered the  difilculty  that  embarrassed  Archim- 
edes :  when  he  stood  a  solitary  Colossus  on  the 
vortex  of  mechanical  science,  he  exclaimed, 
**  Give  me  a  place  to  stand,  and  Til  move  the 
world."  Gentlemen  have  stricken  from  this 
sentence  the  ^^dos  pou  sto,'*^  and  the  article 
^^kai,"  and  retain  only  the  ^^  tan  kosman  hineasoy 
They  now  propose  to  raise  the  world  without  a 
fnlorum — here  Mr.  E.  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Chair.  The  Pbbsiobkt  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  debate  had,  on  the  fonner  days, 


assumed  a  much  wider  range  than  tiie  aritt 
rules  of  order  would  authorise ;  he  himself  la 
not  then  in  the  chair;  and  that  be  coneaTedit 
to  be  his  duty,  at  this  point,  to  confine  die  &■ 
oussion  to  the  precise  question  before  the  Ses- 
ate.  Mr.  Esllt-  said  it  was  his  inteatici  te 
have  replied  to  some  of  the  opinions  heretofoe 
expressed  in  debate,  in  favor  of  the  meeti^ 
alluded  to ;  but,  as  the  Chair  had  decided  tbtf 
it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so,  he  shoold  Bolnt 
to  the  decision,  and  take  his  seat 

Mr.  Barboub,  who  was  in  the  chair  wlNoik 
discussion  alluded  to  commenced,  felt  it  la 
duty  to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  iadneid 
him  to  allow  a  wider  latitude  to  that  debili 
than  had  been  indicated  to  be  proper,  bjAi 
Chair,  at  this  time.  It  was  in  conseqoence  oi 
his  peculiar  situation,  in  connection  with  tint 
meeting,  that  he  had  refrained  from  cel&g 
gentlemen  to  order  who  had  introduced  its  &- 
cussion.  He  considered  that  it  was  better  tla^ 
the  liberty  of  debate  should  be  sometiiDei 
abused,  than  that  it  should  be  curtailed-^ 
more  especially,  as  every  gentleman  stood  » 
swerable  before  the  country  for  any  remiibk 
might  make  in  this  Senate. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  sod  after 
another  gentleman  had  risen  to  speak,  tbeVRS 
pRBsmsNT  observed,  that  the  gnitlemaa  firm 
Alabama  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  if  be  ebo» 
to  pro^reas. 

Mr.^BLLT  then  rose,  and  observed  thttlM 
understood  himself  to  have  been  deprived  of  i^ 
floor  by  the  dedsion  of  the  Chair ;  to  wbidi  tlie 
ViOB  PsEsmsKT  replied,  that  the  meri^  of  tin 
question  before  the  Senate  might  be  diseBSBed, 
and  that  the  gentleman  might  progress.  It. 
Eellt  then  observed,  that  he  would  not  i^ 
tempt  to  evade  the  decision  of  the  Ofasir, » 
that  if  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  rep(]rt9 
political  doctrines  preached  here  for  home  ecs* 
sumption,  he  had  no  wish  to  epeak. 

Mr.  BsijroH,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  tv 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  sv- 
mitting,  for  their  consideration,  a  few  thooglti 
in  relation  to  the  important  subiect-mstter  v- 
der  discussion.  He  said  it  was  due  to  the  Stii> 
he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  for  hia 
to  Bupp<H*t  the  amendment  to  the  constitat^ 
which  proposes  to  establidii  a  uniform  iBOds 
for  the  appointment  of  Electors  of  PresidenW 
Vice  President,  and  to  himself;  to  oppose  t» 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  varioos  P'^'P^ 
tions  now  pending.  With  the  sentiment  aw 
Legislature  of  the  State  he  most  heartQj  oc- 
curred. 

In  entering  on  the  subject,  he  said  that  w 
should  endeavor  to  conform  to  the  deciaon^ 
the  Chair,  and  that  he  would  not  inteoaoB^ 
bring  into  discussion  matt^  foreign  from  tw 
true  question  before  the  Senate ;  for  he  ow 
believed  that  the  decision  of  the  presiding  oOeer 
was  correct,  and  ought  to  be  enforced. 

It  would  become  neeessary  lor  him,  howfl^j 
to  animadvert  on  the  constitution  as  it»* 
present,  and  to  oall  the  attention  of  the  Seov* 
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» the  pernidous  practiced  which  had  obtained 
ind  ffrown  up  unaer  it,  which  threatened,  nlti- 
nately,  to  suWert  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
[t  was  the  dnty  of  an  able  snrffeon  to  probe  the 
iroond  to  the  bottom,  that  he  might  be  the 
)etter  enabled  to  devise  and  apply  an  effective 
•emedj. 

It  would  not  be  denied,  he  said^  that  it  was  the 
ntention  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
constitution  to  give  to  the  people  the  election 
>f  their  Chief  Magistrate,  ^nt  what  have  we 
>een  told  bv  mj  highly  esteemed  friend  and 
x>lleagae,  (Mr.  Maoon,)  who  is  certainlv  high 
jkuthority?  Why,  that  the  President  had,  since 
.be  days  of  General  Washikoton,  heen  cdways 
\leeted  hy  Congresi. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  most  alarming  decla- 
"ation,  and  surely  it  becomes  necessary  that 
lomething  should  be  done  to  prevent  that  from 
akiDg  place  in  future.  The  constitution  pro- 
rides  that  the  President  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people,  through  their  Electors;  but  we  find 
iiat  a  plan  has  been  found  out,  setting  aside 
Jbis  provision — the  President  is  to  be  chosen, 
md  the  people  are  called  upon  only  to  conform 
» the  will  of  tiieir  rulers.  Now,  if  these  un- 
x>nstitntional  proceedings  are  to  be  continued, 
ind  the  President  hereafter  is  to  be  chosen  by 
Oongren  acting  in  ea/ucut,  it  is  manifest  that 
he  constitution  will  not  only  be  practically 
iltered,  but  that  a  door  wiU  be  opened  to  the 
preatest  abuses  and  oorrtiption.  We  wiU  soon 
ind  that  the  President  will  be  chosen  only  by 
neans  of  intrigue  and  management  with  the 
nembers  of  Congress. 

Is  not  the  cusohief,  therefore,  abundantly 
indent?  Either  make  some  alteration,  so  as 
o  give  efficiency  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  or 
et  them  no  longer  be  deluded  with  the  fialla- 
ibus  idea  that  they  exercise  the  power  them- 
lelves.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  diwuse  the 
hot  from  ourselves.  We  all  see  it.  Indeed,  it 
Qust  be  manifest  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
erver,  that  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  instead  of  acting  as  checks  on 
lach  other,  are  naturally  drawn  to  play  into 
ttch  other's  hands ;  particularly  the  Executive 
ind  Congress.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
e^,  (Mr.  DiOKKBsoir,)  to  whom  I  have  listened 
nth  much  pleasure,  has  failed  to  assign  any 
eason  why  it  is  unsafe  to  return  the  election  to 
he  Electors.  I  must  therefore  presume,  said 
ir,  B.,  that  none  exists. 

Let  us  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  throw  off  this 
iBorped  authority,  and  return  to  the  people  the 
ights  of  which  they  have  been  wrongfully 
bom.  From  whence  do  the  members  of  Con- 
fess derive  the  power  to  elect  the  President 
>f  the  United  States  ?  I  hazard  nothing,  said 
ifr.  B.,  in  saying^  that  the  power  is  not  to  be 
bund  in  the  constitution,  and  that  it  is,  conse- 
luently,  an  encroachmoit  upon  the  sovereignty 
xf  the  people:  the  more  alioming,  inasmuch  as 
i  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmosphere  of 
Executive  patronage  and  infinence.  Make  me 
President,  and  I  wiU  make  you  a  Minister,  a 


Secretary,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
with  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not 
to  your  capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter 
away  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at 
the  expense  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
and  the  charter  of  our  liberties.  The  mischiei 
is  abundantly  manifest.  Let  us  not,  then,  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  admonitions  of  duty  and  the 
voice  of  an  enlightened  community,  but  rather 
let  us  have  the  magnanimity  to  return — to 
leave  the  things  which  belong  to  the  constitu- 
tion, even  though,  in  doing  so,  we  part  with 
some  of  our  infiuence.  The  President  and  Con- 
gress were  intended,  by  the  wise  framers  of  our 
constitution,  to  act  as  checks,  each  upon  the 
other ;  but,  by  the  system  at  present  practised, 
they  lose  the  benefit  of  this  salutary  provision. 
For,  as  has  been  observed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, the  Congress  have  always  made  the 
President,  and  will  continue  to  do  it.  Yes,  sir. 
the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  experienced 
statesman  has  said  so,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  ou^t  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.,  that 
we  are  mcapable  of  acting  on  this  important 
subject  calmly  and  dispassionately.  Cur  pres- 
ent session  is  comparatively  unlimited ;  it  is,  in 
truth,  the  long  session ;  our  table  is  not  bur- 
dened with  important  business;  we  fdt  but  two 
or  three  hours  in  the  day,  and  but  five  days  out 
of  the  week ;  this  objection  cannot,  therefore, 
be  sustained.  And  as  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  composed  of  gentlemen  advanced 
in  yean,  possessing  a  character,  and  justly,  too, 
for  their  aiscretion  and  intelligence,  being  hur- 
ried away  by  passion  or  excitement^  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  B.,  believe  it  for  a  moment  We  are 
idl  convinced  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  in 
time  to  affect  the  approaching  Presidential  elec- 
tion. Hence,  whatever  exdtement  may  be  feltL 
it  will  not  be  of  a  pernicious  character,  but  will 
rather  tend  to  elicit  the  best  and  most  effectual 
remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  present  propitious 
moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we  expect? 
Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall  into  a 
state  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be  done 
untU  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
another  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
to  deprecate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  present  complained  o^  and  which  threatens 
sndi  alarmiog  consequences  to  the  peace  and 
security  of  society. 

Mr.  MAOONrose  m  explanation  of  the  alludon 
made  by  his  honorable  colleague  to  his  remark, 
that  the  President  had  always  been,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Greneral  Washington,  elected  by  Con- 
gress. He  repeated  the  observation,  with  a  firm 
conviction  of  its  correctness,  that  this  had  been 
the  case,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  always  would  be 
the  case.  If  the  members  of  Congress  did  not 
act  in  caucus,  they  would  infiuence  the  people 
in  some  other  way.  The  people  were  always 
writing  to  the  members  to  get  their  opinion 
upon  Uie  different  oandidateSj  and  their  opinions 
would  have  great  effect  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  alter  the  constitation,  but  Congress^ 
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fiaid  he,  will  elect  the  PremdeDt,  be  the  consti- 
tntioQ  what  it  may. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  on  postponing  the 
whole  subject  indefinitelj,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  80,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Meesrs.  Barboar,  Barton,  Bell,  BrowD, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  IXWoU;  Eaton,  EdwardB,  Find- 
lay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Jodah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lon- 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vii^ 
ginia,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Nats. — Messrsw  Benton,  BraDch,  tMokerson,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowiie,  Macon,  Noble,  Buggies, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Wore. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  said  resolution  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 


TuBBDAT,  March  28. 

Lake  Superior  Copper  Minee, 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Bbnton,  directing  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  to  lands  on  the  soutii 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  supposed  to  contain  val- 
nable  copper  mines,  was  again  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Wettem  Boundary  Line  of  the   Territory  of 

Arkansas, 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  December  last, 
the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  biU  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  which  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. — The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  memorialists  represent  that  the  line,  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress^  for 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  ^kansas, 
will  pass  through  the  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford, 
and  leaye  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  said 
counties  on  the  outside  of  said  line  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Territory ;  and  &ey  pray  tiiat  the 
line  may  be  altered,  and  fixed  so  far  west  as  will  in- 
clude the  reddne  of  said  oountieB  and  their  inhabi- 
tants. 

By  information  derived  from  the  Delegate  of  said 
Territory,  the  committee  are  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  thus  cat  off  from  the  goyemment 
under  which  they  had  lived,  amounts  to  about  twelve 
hundred  souls ;  and  the  inquiries  which  present  them- 
selves, are :  1st.  Whether  the  said  inhabitants  shall 
be  left  as  they  are,  without  law  to  govern  them  ?  2d. 
or,  Whether  they  shall  be  compelled  to  come  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  Territory?  8d.  or,  Whether 
the  western  boundary  shall  be  extended  to  include 
them? 

The  first  alternative  the  committee  reject,  for  rea- 
sons *too  obvious  to  require  specificatioa  To  the 
second,  many  objections  are  found,  arising  from  the 
organized  state  of  the  counties;  the  daimt  which 
maiiy  of  the  inhabitants  set  up  for  preemption  lights. 


under  the  act  of  Congress  of  &e  1 2th  of  April,  18U; 
and,  above  all,  from  the  fact  that,  by  an  orderiaMi 
from  the  War  Department,  the  15th  December,  1818, 
a  line  drawn  from  the  source  of  the  Koamidu,  to^ 
source  of  &e  Poteau,  was  fixed  as  the  limit  of  v«t> 
em  settlements  in  Arkansas,  and  settlers  west  <^ Hit 
line  were  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  east  of  it;  ii 
the  execution  of  whidi  order,  by  the  oonunssftf 
officer  of  Fort  Smith,  on  Uie  Arkansas  River,  the  Hi- 
tlers in  the  now  counties  irf"  Miller  and  Cravfoid  m 
not  removed,  because  found  to  be  on  the  eastenadi 
of  the  said  line.  The  third  alternative  is,  thenfa^ 
adopted  by  the  conunittee,  as  well  for  the  naam 
growing  out  of  tiie  objections  to  &e  first  snd  sccood, 
as  because  a  line  further  west  will  divide  into  tio 
equal  parts  the  territoiy  of  the  United  States  vfo&M 
Arkansas,  east  of  the  Mexican  boundary,  snd  will  pie 
to  the  future  State  of  Arkansas  that  power  snd  jsa^ 
nitnde,  to  which,  as  a  frontier  State,  in  relatieo  \A 
to  a  foreign  nation  and  numerous  Indian  ^ibes,  it  viB 
be  justly  entitled. 

The  abetment  of  the  Indian  boundary  lines  nat 
being  a  subject  of  legislation,  the  oommitlee  do  Ml 
make  any  report  upon  the  existing  boundsiybetssa 
the  Chootaws  and  white  settlers  in  the  TemfiDiytf 
Arkansas.  They  leave  that  subject  to  the  openiMi 
of  treaties  made  or  to  be  made,  and  report  sld 
solely  for  the  extension  of  the  w<e«tetn  boundiiy  Em 
of  the  Territoiy  of  Arkansas.* 


Thttbbdat,  March  25. 

Lake  Superufr  Copper  Mines, 

Mr.  BxinK)K,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Into 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  reftrred  byt 
resolntioii  of  the  Senate  of  the  28d  isstiat;  n* 
ported  a  hill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hoU 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  oonntij 
on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  fivthepn^ 
pose  of  extinguishing  their  titJe  to  certain  dii* 
tricts  8upDo»dd  to  contain  raloable  mines  d 
copper;  wluch  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  seaa^ 
reading. 

General  Appropriation  BSL 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  hooK 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  ^*  making  sppo- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government^  &rtl» 
year  1621,"  with  the  seyeral  amendments  pro* 
posed  thereto,  by  the  Oommittee  on  flnanoeof 

*  The  bill  which  sccompsnied  this  report,  ssd  vbfcfe  «■ 
psssed  Into  a  law,  (which  was  afterwards  mestmiftrtiBitBfr 
repealed,)  extended  the  westezn  bonndary  of  the  teRitay 
fortj  miles  west,  upon  a  breadth  of  three  hnadivd  ,*  aod  fltf 
the  ezoellenoe  of  the  tenltorj  added  would  harenade  i^ 
kansas  a  State  of  nearly  the  first  daas.  The  ftDeviaf  ^ 
the  bill,  as  it  passed,  and  became  a  law: 

Be  U  snooteL  cfte..  That  the  western  bmndaryliM*^]^ 
Territoiy  of  Arkanaas  shall  begin  at  a  pofntforty  »"<**** 
of  the  Boathwest  corner  of  the  SUte  of  Mivoiiri,  tw  iw 
south,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  BedBlTer,  and  theoea^M^ 
the  river,  and  with  the  Mezicaa  boundary,  to  the  liot  w^ 
State  of  Loaiaiana,  any  law  heretofore  made,  to  the  oo>oii7 
notwithstanding.  . «_ 

Bbo.  a.  And  b€  Ufartk&r  eaoctel,  That  the  inn  «<*; 
thooaand  dollars,  to  defray  the  expense  of  nuuilJVaM>^ 
ing  Boid  boundary  line,  to  be  expended  under  the  qiW"*'* 
of  the  President  of  tlie  United  Statea,  be*  aad  »•  i^ 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oot  of  aoy  mosfly  »  ^ 
Treasniy,  not  otiierwlae  appropriated. 
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the  Senate,  was  again  taken  np  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole. 

00n«r<d  AjapropTiaticn  BiU, — SdUuieB  to  Ghent 
VommmUmer  and  Arbitrator. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  ont  the  sam  of  $18,000,  ap- 
pit>priiU»d  ''for  the  payment  of  the  sfdariee  of 
the  Oommissioner  ana  Arbitrator,  nnder  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  half  the 
salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half  the  continr 
gent  expenses  of  said  commission ;  *'  and  to 
uisert  in  lien  thereof^  the  sum  of  ''$2,500," 
together  with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
lart  year's  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

FubUc  Agent  to  take  eare  of  271  8.  Intermt 
htfore  this  Commimon. 

Mr.  EiNO,  of  New  Torl^  yesterday  moved  to 
amend  this  amendment,  hj  including,  in  this 
Hem,  a  proYision  for  a  "public  agent^"  to  take 
care  of  uie  claims  before  this  oonmiission.  lliat 
moticm  being  under  consideration^  when  the 
Senate  adjourned  yesterday,  the  question  again 
reoonred  upon  it.  Mr.  Bioth  made  some  fiuther 
remarks,  m  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  was 
opposed,  also,  by  Messrs.  Yah  Dtkb,  Houces 
of  Maine,  Noble,  and  Maoon  ;  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  Eaton  H. 
JoHireoN  of  Louisiana,  Babboub,  Kssq  of  New 
York,  and  Hatvi. 

Mr.  Enm,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  having  inquired  by 
what  authority  the  proposed  agent  was  appoint- 
ed, and  what  is  the  nature  of  the  appointment, 
he  would  state  the  opinion  which  he  entertain- 
ed on  the  subject  The  agency  in  question 
having  no  connection  with  the  Legislature  or 
the  Judiciary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  whoUy  of 
an  Executive  character,  proceeding  from,  and 
haying  relation  to  the  Executive  power,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  is  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  President  is  author- 
ized to  nominate,  and,  by  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  ambasBadors,  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Oonrt,  and  all  other  ofSoers  of  the 
Dnited  States  whose  appointments  are  not,  by 
the  constitution,  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
which  shall  be  established  b  v  law.  The  enume- 
rated officers  are  created  by  the  constitution ; 
raiions  other  ofEloers  of  the  United  States  are 
mvided  for  by  law.  Executive  services  which 
lom  liine  to  time  may  be  requisite,  and  concern* 
Dg  which  no  law  has  made  provision,  from  the 
>eginiiing,  have  been  perfbrmed  by  agents,  ap- 
MUited  by  the  President  alone.  Should  such 
tppointmentB  be  made  unnecessarily,  and,  in 
wiftiriTi£r  tiiem,  it  should  be  believed  by  the  Con- 
^reee  that  the  Executive  power  is  employed 
iormptly  or  improvidentiy^  they  wiU  check 
neh  appointments  by  refrmmg  to  appropriate 
nonej  to  defray  the  expenses  of  them.  Con- 
pressL  in  exercising  such  check,  will  act  with 
he  discretion  and  caution  that  the  occasion 
alia  for,  manifesting  the  consideration  and  con- 


fidence which  harmony  between  the  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  requires. 

Thus,  soon  after  General  Wabhinoton  be- 
came President,  Baron  Steuben  was  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Halderman,  the  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  Canada,  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  authorized  and  prepared  to  deliver  the 
northern  posts,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  peace ; 
and,  upon  General  Halderman*s  declinmg  to 
deliver  them,  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  then  in 
Europe  on  his  private  business,  was  authorized 
by  the  President,  General  Washinoton,  to  pro- 
ceed from  France  to  England,  to  inquire  of  the 
English  Ministry  whether  orders  had  been  or 
would  be  sent  to  the  Commander-in-chief  in 
Canada  to  evacuate  the  American  posts,  ao- 
cordhig  to  treaty.  The  Baron  Steuben  and 
Mr.  G.  Morris  were  Executive  agents  on  these 
occasions.  Soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  November  Grder  of  Council  was 
issued  in  England,  by  which  their  aimed  ves- 
sels were  instructed  to  detain,  and  send  into 
port  for  a^udicationj  all  American  vessels  em- 
ployed in  a  trade  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  carry  on  in  peace ;  and  the  British  ships 
of  war  detained  American  ships,  and  impressed 
their  seamen  in  the  West  India  seas.  These 
proceeding  induced  President  Washinotoh  to 
send  Mr.  Hi^ginson,  of  Boston,  to  the  islands, 
and  to  obtam  from  tiie  Courts  of  Admiralty 
copies  of  tiie  decrees  of  condenmation  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  send  these  to 
the  United  States  or  to  London.  About  the 
same  time  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  sent  by  General  WASHmo- 
TON,  as  an  agent,  to  assist  and  recover  the 
American  seamen  impressed  into  tiie  British 
service.  Captain  Talbot  proceeded  to  Jamaica, 
and  other  ijiglish  islanos,  and  afforded  great 
assistance  and  protection  to  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bayard  was  contemporaneously 
sent  by  General  Washington,  as  an  agent  to 
England,  to  enter,  in  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ral^, appeals  ftom  the  colonial  Admiralty 
Courts,  to  engage  proctors  to  assist  him,  and  to 

Slace  in  their  hands  the  colonial  decrees  of  con- 
emnation  of  American  vessels  and  cargoes. 
iJl  of  these  agencies,  were  derived  firom  mere 
Executive  appointments ;  they  were  &ithful]y 
executed,  and  contributed  much  to  protect  the 
ri^^ts  and  to  secure  the  property  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

After  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1Y94, 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  met  in  America. 
One  concerning  the  river  St  Croix,  assembled 
at  Hatifax ;  another  concerning  debts,  convened 
at  Philadelphia.  A  third  set  of  Commissioners 
met  at  London.  Concerning  the  debts,  an  agent 
was  authorized  by  law  to  he  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  to  be  employed  before 
the  Philadelphia  commission.  Concerning  the 
river  St.  Croix,  an  sgent  was  appointed  either 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  that  State  being  con- 
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oemed  in  the  settlement  of  thU  boundary.  In 
respect  to  the  London  CommissionerSi  three 
Buoceflsive  agents  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent The  first,  Mr.  Bayard,  by  President 
Washinoton;  the  second,  Mr.  Samnel  Cabot, 
by  General  Washington,  or  by  his  saccessor, 
Mr.  Adams ;  the  third,  Mr.  Erring,  who  soper- 
seded  Mr.  Cabot,  by  President  Jefferson.  These 
appointments,  except  the  agent  before  the 
Philadelphia  oommissioD,  were  not  made  in  pur- 
suance of  any  law^  but  considered  as  Execu- 
tive agencies,  appomted  and  employed  by  the 
ExecntiTe  alone. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  his  successors,  Mr. 
Poinsett,  in  South  America;  Mr.  B.  Provost, 
in  Peru;  Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Brecken- 
ridge,  at  Buenos  Ayres;  Mr.  Bi^tiste  Irvine  at 
Caraocas ;  Mr.  Tod,  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Rob- 
inson in  Mexico,  have  been  employed  as  Execu- 
tire  agents,  all  being  appointed  by  the  Execu- 
tive alone,  no  law  creating  their  respective  em- 
ployment having  been  made.  Each  and  all 
these  agents  have  been  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States;  appropriations  for 
which  must,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  made. 

Whether  these  agencies  have  been  carried 
further  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  K. 
could  ffive  no  iniformation ;  but  no  opposition 
is  recollected  to  have  been  made  to  them. 
Within  suitable  limits,  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  employ  Bgonts  to  obtain  information, 
with  which  his  office  requires  he-should  be  fur- 
nished, will  hardly  be  doubted ;  and  the  prac- 
tice is  the  usage  of  aU  other  nations,  ana  has 
been  that  of  the  United  States  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  under  all  the  Presidents.  The  pres- 
ent agency  is  thought  to  be  important,  and  use- 
ful to  tbe  States  whose  citizens  lost  their  slaves ; 
and,  according  to  former  precedents,  this  ogency 
is  well  Justified ;  it  is  deemed  requisite  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whose  department  the 
subject  belongs;  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  American  Commissiont^r  and  Arbitrator ; 
and,  as  the  average  value  of  the  lost  slaves,  tbe 
most  important  preliminary  point,  yet  remains 
to  be  determined,  the  assistance  of  the  agent 
continues  to  be  useful,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Should  the  agent  be  discontinued,  the 
session  of  the  Commissioners  will  be  prolonged, 
and  its  expense  thereby  enlarged ;  so  that  the 
continuance  of  the  agency  will  not  only  be  of 
general  utility,  but  a  measure  of  positive  econ- 
omy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kikg^b  motion  was  then 
ut,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  26  to  18. 
he  discussion  oh  this  subject  was  continued 
till  four  o^dock.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered and  were  as  foUows: 

Tkas.— MessrsL  Barixrar,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwaids,  Elliott,  Findlay.  Hayne,  Hohnes  of 
MiaeiBsippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Heniy 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnaton,  Kelly,  King  of  Neir 
Yoik,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Parrott,  Raggles,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Viigioia,  and  Ware — 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chandlei^  Clayton,  Dicker- 


f 


ton,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Kobk,  Ssi^ 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomu,  Van  'Bmna,  saiYn 
Dyke— la. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FsiDAT,  March  26. 
AocaunU  of  ^Chcemor  TM^phuu, 
The  following  Message  was  yesterdaj  reMf* 
ed  from  the  PBXsmBRT  of  thb  UHinn  8ta»: 
To  the  Senate  of  Ob  UmttdStaim: 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  Till  of  Beem- 
ber  last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins^  late  Govvicr  i 
New  Yoxk,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  som  tba  ly 
reported  in  his  favor  by  the  aoooontiiig  oflioosof  ii 
Government,  and  that,  in  the  ezecntioo  of  the  hvrf 
tbe  last  session,  I  had  the  snlgeot  still  under  oooBdn- 
tion,  I  now  commonicate  to  yoa  the  result 

On  fall  oonsideration  of  the  law  by  whidi  tli 
duty  was  ei^joined  on  me,  and  of  the  Rportof  fti 
committee  on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  vm  fi»i- 
ed,  I  have  thought  that  I  was  aathorind  to  adopt 
the  principles  lud  down  in  that  report,  in  dtciii| 
on  tne  som  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  ftrbi 
senrioea  With  this  view,  and  on  a  oompaiiicarf 
his  services  with  those  which  were  rendered  bj  otk 
disbursing  officers,  taking  into  coosidentko,  ib^ 
his  aid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  i9f 
him  five  per  oent  for  all  sums  borrowed  and  &bB> 
ed  by  hnn,  and  of  which  decision  I  infonned  hn 
Mr.  Tompkins  has  since  stated  to  me  that  iiiii  sbi' 
ance  will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  wArsaoie,  ko^ 
expenditures,  and  losses,  in  rendering  those  mtub^ 
nor  place  hun  on  the  footing  of  those  who  kari 
money  to  the  Goyenunent  at  that  interestiK  peooi 
He  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that  I  wodd  nh^ 
the  subject  to  the  final  deciaion  of  Caognti^  iMi 
now  do.  In  adopting  this  measore,  I  thmk  pnft 
to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the  sentiBieDti  e^ni* 
ed  by  the  committee  in  fayor  of  the  veiy  psrat 
and  valuable  serrioes  which  were  rendered  br  lb 
Tompkins  in  the  late  war.       JAMES  MOMBU& 

Mabch  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  tibk 

AppropriaUon  BUI — Public  AgenL 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  beif 
the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  **  Making  sppn|^ 
ations  for  the  support  of  Qoyemmeat,^tki 
year  1824,"  was  agdn  resumed,  in  OonmutiM 
of  the  Whole.    The  question  was  upon  stiikiv 
out  the  appropriation  of  $18,000,  **  for  theflri*' 
ries  of  commissioner,  arbitrator,  and  an  a^eit 
under  the  first  artiole  of  the  Treaty  of  GM 
and  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  vAmi 
the  contingent  expenses  of  said  oaamssa^^ 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  ^'^^^^K 
for  that  purpose.    This  was  the  ameDfflB«ii| 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  flnanoeof  v« 
Senate,  as  yesterday  amended,  on  motion  tfJv« 
Kino,  of  New  York.     The  amendnwat  »* 
agreed  to. 

MovDAT,  March  29. 
Portrait  qf  Cehmbm^  Sc^ 
Mr.  DiCKSBSON,  from  the  Select  0 
appointed  on  the  11th  December  last,  on  J| 
distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centrBPg^ 
ing  of  the  Capitol,  to  whom  was  re»m  ■ 
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oominanication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  8d  Jannary  last,  reported  reaolationa  pro- 
viding a  place  of  deposit  for  the  portrait  of 
Oolamboa,  and  directing  the  distribntaon  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
DOW  in  the  Department  of  State ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. — ^The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  oommittee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  following  letter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  which 
iras  referred  to  them : 

*  To  tke  PntSdmi  o/theSenaU: 

DSPABTMEHT  OF  StATI^ 

WatkingUmj  Jamuarg  1,  1824. 

8m :  I  haTe  the  honor  of  enoloeing,  herewith,  a 
Mpy  of  a  letter  reoeiyed  at  this  department^  from 
SeoigB  G.  Barrel],  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Iftalaga,  and  informing  yon  that  the  piotore  mention- 
ed in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to 
nch  dlspoeal  of  it  aa  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
irhich  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Barrel],  it  has  reiy 
*eoentIy  been  received  hero  in  a  frame,  npon  which  u 
ingmved  the  following  inscription : 

'  Colnmbns. 

'Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  Bairell,  United 
kates  Consol  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  pictore  framers,  New  York,  JL 
>.  1828.' 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
let  iao-simUe,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
nade  by  direction  of  this  department  of  the  original 
lopy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
n  parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  meml^rs  of 
/ongrese  on  the  2d  of  Angnst,  1778,  at  appears  by 
he  secret  joomai  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  oopies 
lave  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
be  offioe  of  thia  department,  satgeot  to  the  disposal 
f  Congieas. 

I  am,  with  great  respect^  sir,  yonrveiy  hmnble  and 
bedient  servant,  . 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMa- 

The  committee  b^  leave  to  report  the  following 
laolntioiui: 

JRtmlved  hf  ike  SmaU  and  ffoum  of  liepre$etUalkfe§ 
'  tke  UmUtd  Statu  (fAmerkOj  in  CoHgrettammUed: 
hat  the  pietore  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter  of 
le  Secretaiy  of  State  be  pla^  in  the   National 
ibrary. 

R^ohed,  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Deo- 
kration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Department  of 
tatc,  be  distribnted  in  the  manner  following : 
{  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence ; 
I  copiea  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
!  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr,  Madison ; 
t  copiea  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette ; 
f  copiea  to  the  two  Houaes  of  Congress ; 
)  oopies  to  the  different  Departments  of  Gorem- 

meat; 
I  copiea  for  tiie  President's  House ; 
t  copiea  for  tiie  Supreme  Court  room ; 
I  Copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States,  and 
.  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States ; 
.  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 

the  United  States,  and 
.  oopy  to  the  L^giilative  Council  of  each  Territoty; 


And  the  remaining  copies  to  the  different  Univer- 
sities and  CoUe^  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  may  direct. 

Beaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of  tiie  said 
copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  made, 
agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkntov,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
liie  bill  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  ^*to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  prevent  foreign- 
ers from  trading  with  the  Indians  within  tiie 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secure  the 
far  trade  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States."  lAr,  Eluott  was  called  to  the  Ohair. 
The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BsMTOK  said  that  the  provisions  it  con- 
tained were  bottomed  npon  the  fact,  that  foreign- 
ers instigated  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Missonri 
to  kill  and  pillage  American  citizens.  To  pre- 
vent these  ontn^;es,  and  save  the  fur  trade  to 
onr  own  citizens,  it  was  necessary  to  ezclnde 
these  foreiffners  wholly  from  the  dominions  of 
the  United  States.  As  the  chairman  of  the 
oommittee  which  reported  the  bill,  it  became 
his  duty  to  sustain  the  views  it  presented ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  he  wonld  recall  to  the  reoollectioii 
of  the  Senate  that,  from  the  day  of  onr  inde- 
pendence, the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
nave  been  constantly  harassed  by  the  machina- 
tions of  foreigners  among  the  Indians  within 
onr  own  bonndaries. 

In  the  Sonthf  the  instigations  of  the  Spaniah 
authorities,  and  the  incitements  of  a  roreisn 
mercantile  house  in  Pensacola,  kept  the  South- 
em  Lidians  at  war  with  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  with  a  few  intermissions,  for  a 
period  of  forty  years.  It  is  only  within  four 
or  ^YQ  years  past  that  these  hostilities  have 
ceased.  The  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  by 
putting  an  end  to  the  practices  of  foreignerSi 
nas  ^ven  permanent  peace  to  the  Southern 
frontier. 

The  Northwest  has  presented  a  more  ex- 
tended theatre  for  the  same  kind  of  machine- 
tiona.  The  Western  posts  were  retained,  from 
the  peace  of  '88,  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
that  date,  until  the  year  '96.  The  pretext  for 
the  retention  was,  tiie  non-payment  of  debts 
claimed  by  the  British  merchants ;  the  motive, 
to  monopolize  the  fur  trade,  to  retain  the  con- 
trol of  the  Indiana,  and  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  Western  settlements.  The  first  of  these 
motives  was  admitted  in  the  year  '89  by  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  admission 
was  made  to  Mr.  Oouvemenr  Morris,  authorized 
by  President  WiLSHnrorov  to  sound  the  British 
Ministry  on  the  subject  of  restoring  the  North- 
western posts,  and  entering  a  commercial  treaty 
with  the  United  8tate6.---(Jfon^^«  Zt/a  ^ 
Wojthington^  vol  6,  o.  276.)  The  second  was  , 
proclaimed  by  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  Qen- 
eral  of  Oanada,  in  the  year  '92 — ^proclaimed 
under  drcnmstaiices  which  admitted  of  no  de- 
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niaL  in  a  public  speech  to  prepare  the  Western 
Indians  for  a  war  with  the  United  States. — 
(American  State  Papers,  vol,  2,  p.  56.)  British 
traders,  protected  by  their  Government,  and  in- 
cited by  their  own  cupidity,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing on  the  great  Indian  war  which  desolated, 
for  so  many  years,  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio,  overwhelmed  two  American  armies 
with  disastrous  defeat,  and  was  only  terminated 
by  the  great  victory  of  General  Wayne  in  the 
year  *94,  on  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  in  sight 
of  a  British  garrison.  This  war  was  the  fruit 
of  the  retention  of  the  Northwestern  posts  in 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  '83.  The  knowledge 
of  this  fact  determined  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  procure,  at  any  sacrifice,  the  surrender 
of  these  posts.  The  treaty  of  *94  effected  this 
oblect,  but  left  to  British  subjects  the  fatal 
privilege  of  entering  our  territories  and  trading 
with  our  Indians.  The  use  which  was  made 
of  this  privilege  is  known  to  all  America. 
Everywhere  the  British  traders  were  engaged  in 
poisoning  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  inciting 
them  to  war  and  hatred  against  the  Americans. 
A  circular  speech  was  composed,  and  sent 
among  all  the  tribes,  in  which  the  Great  Spirit 
was  made  to  declare  the  British  and  Indians 
were  his  own  children,  and  the  Americans  the 
children  of  tiie  Evil  Spirit — ^'  that  they  grew 
from  the  scum  of  the  great  waters  when  it  was 
troubled  by  the  Wicked  Spirit,  and  the  froth 
was  driven  into  the  woods  by  a  strong  East 
wind." 

By  these  arts,  long  before  the  declaration  of 
the  late  war,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  hostilities 
with  us,  and  their  formidable  confederacy,  in- 
flamed by  fanaticism,  extended  from  the  Lakes 
of  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  They  would 
not  even  wait  for  the  co-operation  of  their  allies, 
but  boldly  began  the  war  In  the  year  1811,  upon 
the  bloody  field  of  Tippecanoe.  In  the  three 
succeeding  years,  they  occasioned  the  expendi- 
ture of  mulions  of  money,  and  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  lives.  Massacres,  the  recital  of  which 
freeze  the  blood,  were  repeatedly  perpetrated, 
and  British  traders  led  the  attacl^  and  presidea 
at  the  slaughter  of  the  wounded  and  the  cap* 
tive.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  these  traders 
instigated  these  Indians  to  begin  the  war  ?  Let 
him  read  the  Message  of  President  Madison, 
recommending  war  against  England,  and  he 
will  find  the  conduct  <n  these  traders  stated  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  declaring  war  against 
that  power.  Let  him  look  to  the  papers  which 
accompanied  that  Message,  and  he  will  find  a 
volume  of  testimony  supporting  that  charge. 
Let  him  look  to  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
Congress,  to  whom  these  proofs  were  referred, 
and  he  will  find  it  unanimously  agreed  that 
these  traders,  in  a  period  of  profound  peace, 
while  carrying  on  a  lucrative  trade  within  the 
American  Territories,  under  the  protecting 
Sanction  of  a  treaty,  had  systematically  encour- 
aged the  Indians  to  war  against  us.  The  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts  determined  the 
Administration  to  make  no  peace  with  Great 


Britain  without  excluding  her  tradenfroDdI» 
teroourse  with  Indians  living  within  tiie  Untoi 
States.  In  pursuance  of  this  detennioatioD, » 
stmctians  were  given  to  our  commisakmn  a 
Ghent  not  to  renew  the  third  article  of  Ik 
Jay's  treaty.  A  treaty  was  made  and  fiie  si 
de  was  not  renewed.  Great  was  the  jof  of  tfai 
West.  Vast  as  had  been  her  losses,  hQ-aurifin 
of  brave  citixens  in  the  prosecution  of  tJi«  is, 
she  felt  herself  compensated  by  the  on^  i^ 
vantage  of  excluding.  British  traders  fm.  A 
intercourse  with  her  Indians.  But  the  ore  tf 
the  Administration  did  not  cease  with  the  oi» 
elusion  of  the  treaty.  It  was  neoessaiy  to  ^ 
it  effect  to  carry  it  into  execution,  not  to  tlSs 
a  repetition  of  the  futhleas  conduct  vhidiiil' 
lowed  the  treaty  of  '83.  A  plan  vsb  iatit 
diately  projected  to  occupy,  with  a  militai? 
force,  all  the  commanding  positions  od  the  fits- 
tiers  of  the  Northwest  The  Falls  of  St  Miry, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  tiie  Falls  of  SL 
Anthony ;  Prairie  du  Cliien ;  the  Council  Bhzft; 
and  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  were  each  to  re- 
ceive a  garrison.  This  plan  of  defence  was  pn- 
jected  in  the  year  1815,  Mr.  Madison  bof 
president,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  f  <^ 
It  was  a  part  of  that  system  of  defence  r\oA 
covered  the  seaooast  with  fortificatiana  ABtk 
positions  were  occujiied,  the  Yellow  Stone  Q* 
cepted.  British  traders  diasppeared  from  tit 
Upper  Mississippi  and  the  Lower  lOssonri.  '^ 
Indians,  within  the  points  occupied  bj  cv 
troops,  returned  to  habits  of  fiiendly  interooon 
and  r^^ar  trade  with  American  citiz^^  ^ 
tiie  Upper  Missouri  was  left  in  the  hands  of  tte 
British.  For  want  of  the  protection  of  a  ni- 
tary  post,  American  traders,  for  several  jO 
after  the  condusion  of  peace,  made  no  attoaft 
to  penetrate  that  rich  mr  region  which  lies  i 
the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  IBSilA 
the  first  attempts  were  made.  The  companHi 
which  went  out,  were  engaged  in  hnntug  tf 
well  as  trading.  The  Crow  IndianS)  a  noDe^ 
ous  and  powerful  tribe  on  the  south  aide  d  v 
Yellow  Stone,  made  no  objection  to  the  we  a 
the  beaver  trap  among  them. — (Mr.  FUti^ 
etatement,  page  19,  daeumaU  Nb»  56.)  Ia  ^ 
Spring  and  Summer  of  1828,  hostilities  bitfe 
out  on  the  Upper  Missouri  General  Ad*f 
was  attacked  by  the  Arikaraa,  and  lost  twealj; 
six  men,  killed  and  wounded.  The  ^^^JJ 
Fur  Company  was  attacked  by  the  B1mIw« 
on  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  lost  seven  b^^J^ 
ed,  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars*  worth osnns 
and  merchandise.  M^or  Henry  was  attaa*^ 
on  the  same  river,  by  the  same  tribe  of  Mf*» 
and  lost  four  or  five  men  killed.  The  Asffl* 
boins  had  previously  robbed  him  of  some  W 
horses  upon  the  Missouri  River.  This,  codbb- 
ued  Mr.  Bbnton,  is  the  narrative  of  our  IwM* 
relations  beyond  the  Mississippi  Of  uw 
thirty  tribes  which  are  found  there,  no  iWK 
than  three  have  been  hostile  to  us  I  The  ^ 
tions  which  now  present  themaelres  to  ™^^ 
ate,  are,  first,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  b«o^ 
from  these  three  tribes;  secondly  to  proTwe"* 
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proper  remedy  for  presenring  peaoe  with  them 
mfdtare. 

On  the  first  of  these  inquiries  the  pnhlio  mind 
has  heen  most  scandalonslj  ahused.  Soon  after 
the  perpetration  ot  the  outrages  on  the  Upper 
Ifissomi,  a  letter,  without  name,  purporting  to 
have  been  written  by  an  Indian  agent  in  St 
Lonis,  appeared  in  all  the  Atlantic  papers.  It 
Justified  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  ascribed 
their  robberies  and  murders  to  a  just  resentment 
of  hunting  and  *'  trapping ''  on  their  lands,  con- 
tained the  usual  portions  of  abuse  upon  Ameri- 
can traders,  and  of  sentimental  love  and  affection 
for  the  oppressed  children  of  the  forest.  I 
knew  the  letter  to  be  a  fabrication,  but^  to  sat- 
isfy the  Senate  on  that  point,  an  interrogatory 
was  addressed  to  Major  Graham,  United  States 
agent  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Pilcher, 
partner  in  the  Mssonri  Ftr  Company.  Their 
answers  will  be  found  in  number  56.  of  the  doc- 
mnents  of  this  session.  M^jor  Granam  states, 
tiuit  he  knows  nothing  of  this  letter,  and  does  not 
betieve  **  such  a  letter  could  be  written  by  an  In- 
dian agent."  Mr.  Pilcher  states,  that  he  saw  it  at 
Si  Louis  in  an  Atlantic  newspaper — ^mentioned 
it  to  Mijor  O^Fallon,  "  who  was  indignant  at 
its  contents  " — and  that  he  and  M^jor  Graham 
are  the  only  Indian  agents  upon  the  Missouri. 
This  testimony  fixes  the  false  character  of  this 
letter;  its  diaboUoal  intention  was  carried  upon 
its  face.  It  was  intended  to  poison  the  public 
mind — ^to  overwhelm  American  traders  with 
pubhc  odium — prevent  Congress  from  inter- 
ferine  for  their  protection,  and  then  continue  to 
the  British  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  for 
tnde  beyond  the  Mandan  villages. 

The  justification  set  up  by  the  Arikaras  is  un- 
true in  point  of  fact  No  hunting  or  ^*  trapping  " 
bad  taken  place  upon  their  grounds.  Ma}or 
Graluun,  in  the  document  just  quoted,  says  that 
he  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Mr.  PUcher 
states,  that  no  instances  had  come  to  his  knowl- 
edge ;  that  the  Arikara  country  contained  very 
little  fur.  The  circumstances  of  the  attack 
upon  General  Ashley  prove  the  falsehood  of  this 
pretended  justification.  He  arrived  at  the  Ari- 
kara villages  on  the  80th  day  of  May,  on  his 
way  to  the  Rocky  Mountains;  stopped  upon 
the  request  of  the  chiefs ;  traded  on  the  first 
day  of  June  for  forty  or  fifty  horses ;  and  was 
preparing  to  resume  his  voyage  on  the  morning 
of  uie  2d,  when  he  was  treacherously  attacked, 
and  had  twenty-six  men  killed  and  wounded. 
{Doeument  No,  2.)  Here  was  neither  hunting 
upon  the  Arikara  grounds,  nor  time  for  any 
Budi  thing  to  have  token  place.  Whence,  then. 
the  hostUity  of  these  Indians?  It  is  of  old 
date,  and  almost  commensurate  with  the  com- 
mencement of  our  acquaintance  with  them.  It 
beean  about  the  year  1808,  in  the  attack  and 
defeat  of  an  expeditition  sent  by  the  United 
States  to  carry  home  the  Mandan  chief^  who 
aocompauied  Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  upon  their  return  from  the  Pa- 
eific  Ocean.  Lieutenants  Prior  and  Choteau 
eommanded  the  expedition;    the  flag  of  the 

vou  vn.— «6 


I  United  States  waved  at  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
yet  it  was  attacked,  defeated,  compelled  to  faL 
back  to  St  Louis,  and  no  atonement,  no  satis- 
faction has  ever  been  obtained  for  this  outrage. 
The  United  States  submitted  to  the  attack  upon 
her  flag,  the  murder  of  her  soldiers,  the  dis^ 
grace  of  defeat,  and  afterwards  smuggled  home 
the  Mandan  chief  by  the  aid  of  a  far  trader. 
Their  late  conduct  may  be  stated  in  the  word<3 
of -Mr.  Pilcher. — Document  No,  56 : 

'*  I  know  that  the  Arikaras  killed  a  man  abont  the 
year  1816,  or  '17,  a  little  above  the  Big  Bend  of  the 
MiBsonri  River,  in  the  Sioox  conntry,  who  was  in  the 
employment  of  some  of  the  fhr  traders  of  St  LooisL 
I  know  that  a^  war  party  of  the  Arikaras,  amonnting 
to  80  or  90  men,  came  down  to  that  oomitiy  (Sioux) 
iu  the  month  of  April,  1820,  and  robbed  two  trading- 
hooses  established  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company  for 
the  trade  of  the  Sioox  Indians,  one  above,  uie  other 
a  little  below  the  Big  Bend  of  Missouri — ^beat  and 
abused  the  men  in  charge  of  the  houses,  and  then 
continued  down  the  river  to  the  trading-honseH  of 
another  company,  and  robbed  them  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  merchandise,  from  the  owner^s  account, 
not  less  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  dollars. 
I  know  that  some  of  the  principal  braves  of  that  na- 
tion attempted,  during  the  last  Winter,  to  rob  my 
clerk  while  in  their  own  rillages,  and  committed  rio- 
lenoe  upon  him.  In  the  month  of  March  last,  after 
this  clerk  left  their  villages,  and  had  descended  the 
Missouri,  to  one  of  our  principal  Sioux  trading-houses, 
about  two  hundred  mUes  below  tiie  Arikaras,  a  par^ 
of  that  nation,  consisting  of  abont  eighty  men,  came 
down  to  the  neighborhood  of  this  house,  met  six  of 
our  voffogeun^  a  few  miles  from  it,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  collecting  the  furs  and  pcdtries  purchased 
from  the  Sioux,  stripped  them  naked  in  the  prairie, 
robbed  them  of  their  dothes,  stole  three  or  four 
horses  or  mules,  beat  each  of  them  severely,  and  left 
them  naked  in  the  prairie.  The  same  party  came 
that  night  and  fired  on  the  house,  stole  another  horse, 
and  went  o£  A  day  or  two  subsequent  to  these  out- 
rages another  party,  amonnting  to  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  men,  came  in  daylight,  and  attacked  this 
house.  Mr.  McDonald,  one  of  my  partners,  his  deik, 
and  eight  or  ten  voyageurtt  defended  themselves  and 
the  house,  which  contained  a  huge  amount  of  prop- 
erty. In  this  affair  the  Arikaras  lost  two  men  killed. 
And  probably  three  or  four  wounded." 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fact,  that  all  these  depredations  were  com- 
mitted in  the  country  of  l£e  Sioux,  two  hundred 
miles  from  that  of  the  Arikaras,  under  circum- 
stances which  forbid  the  boldest  of  their  de- 
fenders to  set  up  the  pretext  of  repulsing  hun* 
ters  and  ^'  trappers  "  fr6m  their  violated  grounds. 

The  fabricated  letter  put  up  another  apology 
for  the  Arikaras.  It  justified  their  attack  upon 
Cleneral  Ashley,  upon  the  ground  of  retaliation 
for  the  two  men  (one  of  them  the  son  of  a  chief) 
killed  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  This 
justification  implies  that  the  members  of  this 
company  had  no  right  to  repulse  an  attack  upon 
their  house,  when  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
Arikaras  went  two  hundred  miles  into  the  Sioux 
conntry  to  rob  and  murder  its  inhabitants  f 
But  the  Arikaras  themselves  set  up  no  sudi  ex- 
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€086.  In  their  entreaties  to  Greneral  Ajahley  to 
stop  and  trade  with  them,  they  expressed  regret 
for  the  affair  with  the  Missonri  For  Company ; 
and  said,  that  *^  the  angry  feelings  occasioned  by 
that  affray  had  vanished,  and  that  they  con- 
sidered the  Americans  as  friends." — (Document 
No,  2.)  What,  then,  was  their  inducement  to 
attack  General  Ashley  ?  The  ssme  which  led 
them  two  hundred  miles  to  kill  and  pillage  the 
traders  in  the  Sionz  country — ^Iotc  of  blood  and 
plunder;  and  above  all,  the  contempt  of  Ameri- 
cans, inspired  by  the  successftd  and  unpunished 
attack  upon  the  United  Btates  troops,  in  the 
year  1808.  The  British  traders  stand  acquitted 
of  this  crime.  Miyor  Graham  and  Mr.  Pilcher 
(Document  No.  56)  say,  they  have  no  reason  to 
suspect  these  traders  of  instigating  the  Arikaras. 
Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  corroborated  by 
official  documents,  Mr.  B.  averred  that  the  Ari- 
karas, from  their  first  attack  upon  Lieutenants 
JMor  and  Choteau,  in  1808,  to  that  upon  Gen- 
eral Ashley  in  1828,  neither  had,  nor  pretended 
to  have,  tiie  plea  of  preventing  hunters  from 
intruding  upon  their  grounds,  or  reveng^g 
previous  wrongs  upon  themselves.  Excuses  to 
this  effect  were  fabrications,  got  up  after  the 
fiact,  to  justify  the  Indians,  and  to  criminate  the 
Americans,  and  he  regretted  to  say,  that  these 
treacherous  savages,  Dathed  in  the  blood  of 
American  citizens,  were  greeted  with  the  pub- 
lic sympathy,  while  the  victims  of  their  bar- 
barity excite  no  more  compassion  than  if  they 
had  been  dogs. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  that  numerous  and  powerfrd  tribe  of  In- 
dittis  caJled  the  Blackfeet.  The  bands  of  this 
tribe  ranged  over  idl  the  country  between  the 
Saskatchiwoine  and  Yellow  Stone  Rivers,  north 
and  south,  and  between  the  Mandans  and  Rocky 
Mountains,  east  and  west.  In  this  vast  district, 
drained  by  rivers  a  thousand  miles  in  length, 
there  was  not  one  resident  human  beine.  All 
were  roving,  following  the  buffaloes  and  other 

Sme.  To  the  south  of  the  Yellow  Stone  live 
e  Oow  Indians,  also  numerous,  powerful,  and 
roving.  In  this  district  of  country,  on  the  head- 
waters of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  Missouri,  and 
along  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  hunt- 
ing and  '*  trapping  "  has  taken  place  by  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  instances  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Pilcher,  (Document  No,  56,)  with  that  explicit 
candor  which  commands  the  respect  of  every 
person  who  reads  his  statement.  The  first  in- 
stance occurred  about  the  year  1808.  A  com- 
pany, formed  in  St.  LouIb,  went  to  the  Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri,  with  the  double  object  of 
trading  with  the  Indians  and  '^  trapping  "  for 
beavers.  With  the  Grows,  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  was  estabUshed ;  from  the  Blackfeet, 
nothing  but  hostility  was  encountered.  They 
attack^  the  company  wherever  they  could  be 
found;  killed  twenty-seven  of  their  number, 
and  drove  the  remainder  from  the  country. 
The  next  instance  did  not  occur  until  1822-'8. 
In  the  Spring  of  that  year,  a  party  of  the  Mis- 
souri Fur  Company  penetrated  the  Three  Forks 


of  the  Missouri,  took  much  beaver  bj  '*ta^ 
ping,^'  and  on  their  return  were  attacked  )q  it 
Blackfeet,  defeated,  seven  of  their  nuDbef  fl- 
ed, and  property  taken  from  them  to  tkiw 
of  $15,000.  About  the  same  time,  a  pstf  wk 
Miyor  Henry  had  gone  to  the  same  refkarf 
country,  for  the  same  purpose,  snd  had  ^ni 
the  same  fate ;  they  were  attacked  bj  the  ^• 
feet,  and  had  eight  or  ten  men  killed  ai 
wounded. 

The  next  tribe  whose  hostility  pursoaoc 
traders  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  are  the  ifi» 
boins.  These,  also,  are  wandering.  ThcjiMi 
principally  on  the  river,  the  name  of  Jtm 
they  bear,  and  make  excursions  to  the  lab 
of  the  Missouri,  in  pursuit  of  bufisloes^  nd  t 
waylay  American  traders.  Ko  blood  is  jet  ti 
to  their  hands ;  but  their  hostile  dispoatkfils 
been  repeatedly  evinced,  in  the  coarse  of  tb 
last  Summer,  by  robbing  Miyor  Hemj's  ps^ 
of  some  fifty  horses,  and  making  an  attack  i^ 
an  American  trading  house,  near  the  Ibalm 
Their  range  upon  the  Missouri,  is  b^weeat^ 
mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  the  Mioia 
villages.  No  hunting  or  ^*  trapping^*  haitika 
place  within  these  limits ;  none  is  aU^;  ^i 
the  Assinaboins  are  left  without  the  pretoti' 
that  Justification. 

TMs  is  the  full  history  of  all  the  himtingiB^ 
"  trapping*'  on  the  Upper  MissourL  SoiDe  '*■ 
stances  occurred  in  tne  neighborhood  of  ^ 
Council  Bluffs,  but  was  stopped  bj  X^ 
O'Fallon,  without  having  led  to  any  hooi 
consequence.  Justice  to  the  citixens  of  Ifr 
souri  requires  that  the  origin  of  these  hssSf 
expeditions  should  be  stated.  Thej  b^ 
about  the  year  1808— Meriwether  Leva  tail 
Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  Superiotv 
ent  of  Indian  Affairs.  He  drew  a  line  betvtf 
the  policy  to  be  observed  above  and  beloww 
Mandan  villages.  Below  that  point,  he  enftntf 
the  act  of  1802,  against  hunters  upon  hifflB 
lands;  above  that  point,  he  tolerated  «pd» 
commended  hunting  and  ^^  trapping'^  e^ 
tions.  He  did  so,  as  the  only  means  of^ 
ting  the  fur  trade  from  the  BritiaL  (X^vc* 
Clark's  Journal,  wl  2,  p.  486,  Appoidit^ 
Indian  Affairs,)  Under  the  sanction  of » 
authority,  the  practice  began,  and  vasre"^ 
in  1822~'8.  The  Govenmient  is  not  lial*» 
censure  for  not  stopping  it,  for  their  attew* 
was  only  called  to  the  subject  in  the  coo** 
the  last  Summer;  nor  the  Missouri  dj«3 
liable  to  be  called  intruders,  for  they  bebew 
they  had  lawful  permission.  ^^ 

Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  Arikaras,  Bla^WJ 
and  Aseinaboins,  were  the  only  Indians  beyj 
the  MissLssippi,  which  were  hostiie  ^  ** 
Americans.  Outof  nearly  thirty  tribes,  b^*** 
the  Mississippi  and  Rocky  Mountaips^  ^^^ 
than  three  have  been  engaged  in  ^^ 
against  us  I  The  depredations  of  one  of  wj 
tribes,  the  Arikaras,  has  been  traced  to  w» 
true  cause;  the  depredations  of  the  other "^ 
remain  to  be  accounted  for.  ^^t 

It  is  admitted  that  hunting  and  "tiappm 
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has  taken  place  on  the  gronnd  over  which  the 
Blackfeet  range;  it  is  admitted  that  tiiese 
practices  lead  to  bad  consequences — ^thal  they 
ought  to  be  prevented ;  and  the  bill  now  nnder 
discussion,  in  addition  to  the  act  of  1802,  is  in- 
tended to  prevent  them.  But  it  is  denied  that 
the  Blackfeet  are  hostile  on  this  accoimt  Their 
outrages  flow  from  another  cause ;  from  a  cause 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  conduct  of  Ameri- 
can citizens.  Mr.  B.  felt  the  delicacy  and  re- 
sponsibility of  attributing,  upon  equivocal  tes- 
timony, a  great  crime  to  an  absent  party ;  but 
he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by  his  duty  to  his 
country,  to  arraign  the  British  fur  traders  for 
all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed  by  the 
Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens, 
in  doing  so,  he  would  submit  his  reasons  and 
evidences  to  the  Senate,  and  leave  it  to  all  im- 
partial men  to  ^udge  of  the  truth. 

Ist.  The  British  Companies,  now  united  under 
the  charter  and  name  of  Hudson  Bay,  have  an 
inducement  to  expel  American  traders  from  the 
country  beyond  the  Mandan  villages.  It  is  the 
richest  fur  region  in  the  world ;  they  have  pos- 
session of  it  at  present,  and  every  consideration 
of  interest,  every  feeling  of  cupidity,  impels 
them  to  drive  competitors  away. 

2d«  They  have  never  failed,  when  they  had 
an  inducement,  to  employ  Indians  to  kill  and 
rob  American  traders  and  citizens.  Witness 
the  scenes  upon  the  ITorth western  frontier,  from 
the  peace  of  1788  to  the  war  of  1812 ;  and,  in 
the  South,  from  the  same  peace  to  the  day  of 
the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas. 

8d.  The  affray  of  Captain  Lewis,  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  refers  itself  to 
British  influence.  It  happened  with  the  Minne- 
tarees  of  IWt  de  Prairie^  a  band  of  the  Black- 
feet. It  took  place  on  Marians  River,  a  branch 
of  the  Jfissouri,  in  that  tract  of  country  over 
which  the  Blackfeet  range.  It  was  the  only 
attempt  made  upon  the  lives  or  property  of 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  their  adventurous 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  this  at- 
tempt was  made  by  Indians  who  had  just  issued 
from  a  British  fur  trading  establishment  on 
the  Saskatchiwoine  River!  The  inference  is 
irresistible. 

4th.  Previous  to  the  late  war,  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, trading  with  the  British  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  annually  came  across  the  Missouri 
River  in  the  region  of  the  Council  Bluffs,  way- 
l»d  American  traders,  robbed  them,  and  com- 
pelled their  toyageurs  to  carry  the  furs  and  pel- 
tries, thus  acquired,  to  Prairie  du  Chien^  where 
they  were  sold  to  British  traders  I  In  plain 
English,  the  Sioux  then  performed  for  the 
British,  on  the  Lower  Missouri,  the  service 
which  the  Blackfeet  are  now  rendering  them 
on  tlie  upper  waters  of  that  river.  Mr.  B. 
stated  this  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  late 
Governor  Lewis,  and  read  a  passage  from  Lewis 
and  Clark's  Journal^  (vol.  2,  page  442,)  which 
confirmed  it.  He  laid  particular  stress  upon  it, 
becanae  the  Sioux  continued  these  depredations 


as  long  as  British  traders  continued  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  quit  them  as  soon  as 
these  traders,  in  virtue  of  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
were  expelled  from  that  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

5th.  The  declarations  of  the  Blackfeet  to  Man- 
uel Lisa.  This  enterprising  trader  penetrated 
to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  about  the 
year  1808.  He  had  twenty-seven  men  killed, 
and  was  driven  from  the  country.  A  year  or 
two  afterwards,  he  succeeded  in  gaining  a  friend- 
ly interview  with  some  Blackfeet— explained 
his  object  in  having  come  to  trade  with  them, 
and  expostulated  with  them  for  the  massacre  of 
his  men.  They  told  him,  "it  was  not  their 
fault ;  that  the  British  gave  them  so  many  guns, 
knives,  and  blankets,  for  Americans'  hair,  and 
they  could  not  help  taking  it"  Mr.  B.  had 
often  heard  this  statement  from  Manuel  Lisa, 
in  St.  Louis,  and  relied  upon  its  truth. 

6tl^.  The  attack  upon  ImmeJl  and  Jones. 
The  massacre  of  these  gentiemen,  and  five  of 
their  companions,  and  the  loss  of  $15,000  of 
their  property,  has  been  already  stated.  The 
circumstances  attending  it  wiU  show  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  this  foul  deed.  Returning 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  they  met,  on  Jeffer- 
son River,  a  party  of  thirty-eight  Blackfeet 
Suspicious  of  their  treacherous  hostility,  the 
Americans  stood  upon  their  defence.  An  In- 
dian then  advancea  with  a  paper  in  his  hand. 
On  the  back  was  written  "God  save  the  King." 
The  inside  was  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
itte  bearer.  It  was  headed  "Mountain  Post, 
1828."  The  letter  was  without  signature — 
was  written  on  the  leaf  of  an  account  book, 
and  in  the  English  languaffe.  A  very  friendly 
interview  followed,  and  the  parties  separated 
¥rith  professions  of  friendship,  and  an  engage- 
ment that  the  Blackfeet  should  trade  with  the 
Americans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maria's  River. 
Messrs.  Immell  and  Jones  hastened  their  jour- 
ney, with  apprehensions  of  treachery.  They 
had  reachea  the  Yellow  Stone  in  safety,  and 
were  following  a  trace  down  its  bank,  where 
high  hills  closing  down  upon  the  river,  created 
a  long  and  narrow  defile,  when  they  were  fired 
upon  by  an  ambuscade  of  three  or  four  hundred 
Indians.  They  were  Blackfeet,  headed  by  the 
chief  who  had  met  them,  some  days  before, 
with  the  letter  endorsed  "God  save  the  King." 

7th.  The  Blackfeet,  Assinaboins,  and  Arikaras^ 
are  the  only  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi 
hostile  to  the  Americans.  The  two  first  trade 
exclusively  with  the  British ;  the  third  has 
done  so  until  within  a  few  years  past.  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Pilcher  botii  say  that  all  the  tribes 
which  have  no  trade  with  the  British  are  friend- 
ly to  us;  all  those  who  trade  with  them  are 
our  enemies. — (Document  No.  56.)  The  Black- 
feet and  Assinaboins  not  only  trade  with  the 
British,  but  they  are  British  Indians.  They 
come  from  the  north  side  of  latitude  49.  The 
latter  come  from  the  river  whose  name  they 
bear,  a  water  of  Lake  Winipee ;  the  former  from 
the  Saskatchiwoine  River.    They  are  placed, 


548 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Skhatb.] 


Indum  Fur  Trade. 


\UiMa,m 


in  Sir  Alexander  McEenzie^s  map,  npon  the 
upper  waters  of  that  river,  under  parallels 
fiftj-three  and  fiftj-fonr  of  north  latitude.  This 
was  their  position  in  the  year  1798,  when  Mc- 
Eenzie  visited  them,  and  when  there  was  no 
inducement  to  give  them  a  wrong  location. 
Bj  what  means,  then,  are  these  Blackfeet  found 
south  of  latitude  49,  ranging  as  lords  and  mas- 
ters over  a  vast  district  of  country,  and  killing 
American  citizens  upon  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, npon  the  rivers  which  we  caU  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Gallatin?  It  is  by  virtue  of 
British  arms,  and  lawless  violence,  that  they 
do  these  things.  The  true  owners  of  all  that 
country  are  the  Sho-sho-nees,  and  the*  different 
bands  of  the  Snake  Indians,  now  hid  in  the 
caves  and  recesses  of  the  Bocky  Mountains. 
They  have  been  driven  from  the  land  of  their 
fathers  by  the  superior  arms  of  the  British  In- 
dians. For  want  of  arms  they  have  been  un- 
able to  reconquer  their  country.  The  British 
traders  will  not  supply  them,  because  it  is  their 
interest  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Black- 
feet  ;  the  Spaniards  of  Santa  Fe  refiise,  on  the 
pretext  that  fire  arm  would  be  dangerous  to 
themselvs,  but  in  reality  because  it  is  their  policy 
to  keep  the  neighboring  Indians  as  weak  and  de- 
})endent  as  possible.  £i  support  of  tiiese  state- 
ments, Mr.  Benton  read  passages  from  pages 
419,  '20,  '1,  '2,  '8,  of  vol.  2,  of  Lewis  and  Ckrrs 
Journal. 

From  these  it  appeared  that  the  Sho-sho- 
nees  and  other  bands  of  the  Snakes,  were  the 
owners  of  the  country  from  the  base  of  the 
Bocky  Mountains,  and  covering  all  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  Missouri ;  that 
the  Saskatchiwoine  Indians,  armed  with  guns, 
had  invaded  their  country,  and  driven  them 
into  the  mountains;  that  they  led  the  most 
miserable  life,  subsisting  upon  roots  and  berries, 
and  only  venturing,  by  stealth,  into  their  own 
country,  in  search  of  a  buffalo ;  that  the  Black- 
feet  killed  thom  wherever  they  could  find  them, 

8th.  The  conduct  of  British  traders  to  each 
other.  The  Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Oom- 
pany,  now  united,  were  lately  rivals  in  trade. 
Out  of  that  rivalship  arose  a  war,  which  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  Each  endeavored  to 
drive  the  other  from  the  field  of  trade.  Murder 
and  robbery  were  the  means ;  themselves,  some- 
times disguised  as  Indians,  aided  by  Indians, 
were  the  instruments  of  execution.  As  an 
exemplification  of  the  character  of  this  war 
for  the  fur  trade,  Mr.  B.  read  the  account  of 
the  massacre  of  Governor  Semple,  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  the  year  1815,  by 
the  agents  and  '*  half-breeds  "  of  the  Northwest 
Company.  He  took  the  account  as  he  found 
it  in  the  London  Quarterly  Beview,  a  work 
which  admits  no  falsehood  to  the  pr^udice 
of  the  British  character.  The  scene  of  the 
massacre  was  in  front  of  Fort  Douglas,  at 
the  oonilaence  of  the  Assinaboin  and  Red 
Bivers,  where  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  proprietor 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  charter,  had  planted  a 


Scotch  colony,  and  erected  a  mifitary  v«k 
mounting  twenty  pieces  of  canDOQ,  for  Ai 
double  object  of  protecting  his  ^adoi  d 
colonists.  The  obiect  of  Mr.  BxKTO?inRfaa| 
to  this  war,  and  showing  itfiremorsde9icb8» 
ter,  was  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  rdwm 
that,  as  these  companies,  when  rivals,  eDdwv* 
ed,  by  murder  and  robbery,  to  drive  eaoboAff 
fi:om  the  fur  trade,  so  when  united,  thejToii 
naturally  pursue  the  same  means  to  diiTe  Am- 
can  citizens  from  the  same  oommeree. 

**  The  account  (says  the  Beriew)  fpm  u  ^ 
Montreal  Herald  of  the  12th  of  October;  efifa^ 
from  one  of  the  few  persons  who  sorrired  the  vmt 
ere,  is  probably  the  true  one.  From  thii  it  ifp^ 
that  a  regolar  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the  M- 
west  Company,  to  drive  away,  for  the  BBtni  Im 
the  people  belonginff  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Oof^ 
who  had  repossessed  thennselTes  of  Acir  tM^ 
ment  on  Red  River.  Gorernor  Semple,  obsctii 
their  approach,  said,  '  We  most  go  and  ncfft  this 
people— let  twenty  men  follow  me.'  Thgjhi^ 
proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  when  eerenl  tit 
nists  came  running  towards  them  in  great  di^ 
dying  oat,  'The  Northwest  Company— tia  UP 
hnedsT  Having  advaaoed  haJf  a  m3e  froaiFv 
Douglas,  a  mmieroas  body  of  cavahy  appeindta 
behind  a  wood,  surronnded  the  Govemor  esd  )■ 
pec^le,  when  one  Booche,  a  Canadian,  rode  apt»lfc 
Sample,  demanding  their  fort.  The  Qowaat » 
swered,  *  Go  to  your  fort*  •  Yon,'  rrtorted  Bc«^ 
*have    destroyed    onr   fort,    yon   damned  na^ 

*  Soonndiel,'  said  the  Govemor,  laying  his  bssi  ^^ 
Bonche's  bridle,  *daie  yoa  call  me  so?*  Boah 
sprang  from  hie  horse,  and  a  shot  was  inuneC^ 
fired,  by  which  Lieutenant  Holt  felL  The  netf  ^ 
wounded  the  Goremor,  who  called  ool  to  bis  M 

*  Do  what  you  can  to  take  care  of  younelnif  1^ 
he  was  so  much  beloved  that  they  affectioostalj^ 
ered  round  him  to  learn  what  injury  he  had  hW 
when  a  volley  of  musketry  was  poured  into  tfai  M 
which  killed  several  and  woonded  the  grestarfa^* 
them. 

*'  The  cavalry  galloped  towards  the  suzvivcn,  ^ 
took  off  their  hats,  and  called  for  mercy.  Bi^* 
address  for  mercy  was  made  to  the  semntiof  ■ 
Northwest  Company,  and  at  their  hands  im  i^ 
diately  received  by  what  must  be  preeuned  &»^ 
customed  measure  of  their  compasaon— a  ^t^ 
termination  of  earthly  calanuties.  The  knifc  * 
axe,  or  the  ball,  in  able  and  wmiog  haadi^  vm 
placed  in  lasting  repose,  thoee  whom  pain  cr  t^* 
had  rendered  clamorous.  Thus  fell  Goremor  Sat* 
pie,  a  man  of  amiable  and  modest  maaaen»  t"^ 
most  humane  and  benevolent  dispoeitioo; ^I*^ 
secretary,  the  surgeon,  two  offioers,  and  ^^^ 
tiers.  Their  bodies  are  stated  to  hare  bees  l^  ^ 
barously  mangled  to  gratify  the  savage  w'M'J^ 
their  murderers,  commanded  by  a  Kr.  ^^^v. 
Grant,  who  told  the  surviyor  that,  if  the  i^jl, 
in  the  fort  showed  the  least  reiistanoe^ /J^ 
man,  woman,  nor  child  should  be  ^aied.'  •"^^ 
16,  131,  '2. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  facts  and  r***!5j  ^ 
B.  submitted,  that  he  stood  fnlly  j"*'*"^ 
charging  all  the  robberies  and  mnrd«s  «f 
mitted  by  the  Blackfeet  and  AsaMwaj 
dians,  to  the  diabolical  machiuatiottfl  <h  itn^ 
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traders.  The  true  cause  of  their  hostility 
being  shown,  the  question  is,  upon  the  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  these  outrages,  and  pre- 
serving the  fur  trade,  within  the  United  States, 
to  American  citizens. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  contem- 
plates four  provisions  to  accomplish  these  objects : 

1.  To  enter  into  treaties  of  trade  and  mend- 
ship  with  the  principal  tribes  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippL 

2.  To  locate  the  traders. 

8.  To  appoint  additional  sub-agents  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  Upper  Missouri. 

4.  To  establish  a  military  post  at,  or  beyond, 
the  Mandans. 

Mr.  B.  showed  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
each  of  these  provisions. 

"1.  To  regolate  commerce  with  the  Indians," 
was  a  power  granted  to  Congress  by  the  constitu- 
tion. So  far  as  our  own  citizens  were  concern- 
ed, they  could  be  regulated  by  law ;  but,  so  far 
as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  it  must  be  done 
by  treaty.  We  have  treaties  with  all  the  tribes 
on  this  side  tlie  Mississippi,  and  with  some  on 
the  other;  but  none  with  the  remote  tribes, 
whose  trade  would  be  so  valuable,  and  whose 
friendship  is  so  desirable  to  us.  The  bill  pro- 
poses an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  those  treaties.  With  those 
who  admit  the  importance  of  the  object  to  be 
accomplished,  the  amount  of  this  appropriation 
can  furnish  no  objection. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders.  This  is  a  provision 
repeatedly  recommended,  by  both  United  States 
agents  and  traders.  It  will  put  an  end  to  many 
dissensions  among  the.  traders,  and  secure  to  the 
Indian  the  fullest  and  fairest  market  for  the  bar- 
ter of  his  furs  and  peltries.  By  confining  the 
traders  to  particular  spots,  designated  by  the 
agents,  all  trespasses  upon  Indian  grounds  will 
be  effectually  prevented. 

3.  The  appointment  of  two  sub-agents,  subor- 
dinate to  the  principal  agent,  on  the  Upper 
MissourL  This  measure  is  recommended  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  from  a  conviction  that 
the  views  of  the  Government  would  be  better 
promoted,  in  that  remote  quarter,  by  active 
snb-agents,  subordinate  to  a  principal,  than  by 
several  agents,  independent  of  each  otner. 

4.  To  advance  a  military  post  to  the  Upper 
Misaonri.  The  number  of  troops  intended  for 
this  service,  is  four  companies.  The  conmiittee 
have  been  careful  to  ascertain  the  expense  of 
the  movement  Document  Ko.  66  will  show 
their  correspondence  with  the  War  Department, 
in  which  this  number  is  deemed  sufficient,  and 
the  expense  is  estimated  at  $18,100.  For  this 
mm,  it  is  computed,  by  the  Quartermaster 
General,  that  the  troops  may  be  transported, 
with  full  supplies  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Be^tton  held  this  to  be  the  main  provi- 
rion  of  the  bUl.  Without  it,  he  believed,  all 
the  others  would  be  vain  and  nugatory.  He 
knew  that  both  Houses  of  Congress,  some  years 
once,  had  decided  against  such  an  establish- 
ment^ but  the  facts  were  not  known  then,  which 


are  now  communicated — ^facts  which  show  that 
we  must  surrender  the  fur  trade  within  our  own 
limits  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  or  protect 
our  traders  by  the  advance  of  a  military  post. 
The  most  powerful  considerations  of  interest, 
policy,  and  justice,  require  us  to  adopt  the  latter 
alternative.  I  do  not  use  these  words  at  ran- 
dom, said  Mr.  B.,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
up  and  rounding  off  a  sentence.  I  have  regard 
to  the  facts,  and  to  the  import  of  language, 
when  I  say  that  interest^  policy^  and  jtisUce^ 
require  the  American  fur  traders  to  be  protect- 
ed by  their  Government  The  amount  of  the 
trade,  its  peculiar  value,  and  the  encourage- 
ment it  gives  to  domestic  industry,  make  it  our 
interest  to  protect  it  The  official  returns  for 
the  last  year,  show  that  $675,000  of  capital 
were  invested  in  this  trade :  extend  it  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  it  will  be  augmented  to 
at  least  a  million  per  annum,  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  years  to  come.  The  British  com- 
panies have  taken  fan  to  the  value  of  £800,000 
sterling,  (about  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars,) for  forty  years  past  The  peculiar  value 
of  this  trade  should  make  it  an  object  of  na- 
tional attention.  Our  hat  manufactories  fur- 
nish fourteen  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  hats 
per  annum.  Fur  is  the  chief  material  used  in 
this  great  manufactory,  and  the  districts  of  coun- 
try £om  which  it  has  been  heretofore  obtained, 
are  rapidly  exhausting.  None  of  the  fine  furs 
can  now  be  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Be- 
yond that  river,  as  far  out  as  the  meridian  of 
the  Mandan  villages,  the  conntry  is  one  con- 
tinued plain,  a  succession  of  open  prairies^  desti- 
tute of  shelter  for  furred  animals,  even  in  the 
period  of  gestation.  It  is  fi*om  this  district, 
and  from  the  British  traders,  that  the  hat 
manufactories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
suppUed.  But  how  long  will  this  supply  con- 
tinue ?  Certainly,  it  must  cease  in  a  fbw  yeara^ 
and,  unless  our  traders  are  protected  in  pene* 
trating  the  rich  and  exhaustless  fur  region  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  our  own  manufactories 
must  quit  work,  and  a  vast  sum  must  go 
to  England  annually,  to  purchase  hats  made  of 
the  fur  which  is  taken  from  the  territories  of 
the  United  States^ 

Besides  the  magnitude  of  the  trade,  and  its 
peculiar  value,  it  has  other  claims  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  nation,  from  the  encoiuragement 
it  will  give'to  home  industry.  In  England  the 
fur  companies  are  cherished  by  the  Parliament, 
because  they  employ  in  their  trade  annually 
fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  ($240,000,)  of 
British  manufEMotured  goods.  Every  article 
which  enters  into  this  trade,  and  the  raw  mate- 
rial of  which  it  is  made,  is  the  product  of  our 
own  country.  Coarse  cottons,  woollens,  hard- 
ware, powder,  lead,  tobacco,  are  the  chief  ar- 
ticles of  this  trade.  Mr.  Pilcher,  himself  a  fur 
trader,  states,  that  all  these  articles  can  be  as 
well  manufactured  in  the  United  States  as  in 
England.  The  British  patterns,  which  have 
been  adapted  to  the  taste  and  wants  of  the 
Indians,  are  alone  to  be  followed.    No  superior 
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or  peculiar  workmansihlp  is  reqnired.  Mr.  B. 
appealed  to  the  Senate  to  saj,  if^  in  this  point 
of  yiew,  as  the  annual  consmner  of  a  vast 
amonnt  of  home  mannfaotnres,  made  of  home 
materials,  the  fnr  trade  was  not  entiUed  to  the 
protection  of  the  Government  ? 

Onr  policy  unites  itself  with  onr  interest. 
Policj  requires  us  to  preserve  the  trade  of  the 
Indians,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  their 
friendship.  Their  traders  rule  them.  They  did 
io  under  the  Colonial  Government,  when  French 
traders  led  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  settle- 
ments of  the  colonists.  They  have  done  so 
ever  since ;  the  British  trader  succeeding  to  the 
French,  and  leading  the  same  Indians  to  the 
slaughter  of  Americans.  At  this  moment,  every 
tribe  beyond  t6e  Mississippi,  which  trades  with 
Americans,  is  friendly ;  every  tribe  which 
trades  with  the  British,  is  at  war  with  usl 
Justice  requires  this  protection  to  the  West. 
Atlantic  commerce  is  protected  by  ships  of  war 
in  every  sea,  by  Ambassadors  at  every  Court, 
by  a  chain  of  lighthouses,  illuminated  at  the 
annual  expense  of  $145,000,  to  light  the  return- 
ing cargo  into  port  Shall  the  West,  then, 
solicit  in  vain  for  a  little  post,  a  handful  of  men, 
and  a  few  miserable  dollars,  to  protect  the  lives 
of  her  citizens,  upon  the  soil  oi  tibeir  country, 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  of  indis- 
pensable value  to  the  whole  Union  ?  If  any  one 
resists  this  appeal^  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  right  to  De  just  before  we  are  generous  ? 
To  take  care  of  our  own  household,  before  we 
go  forth  in  quest  of  foreign  adventures  ?  We 
have  a  colony  of  deport^  negroes,  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa.  We  vote  fifty  thousand  dollars 
annually,  and  send  out  a  ship  of  war  for  their 
protection.  Last  year  they  were  attacked  by 
their  fellow-countrymen,  and  seven  of  their 
number  killed  and  wounded.  The  agent  of  the 
establishment  called  on  Capt.  Spence,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Cyane,  to  land  his  crew  and 
build  them  "  a  permanent  and  powerful  fortifi- 
cation." It  was  done.  A  martella  tower  of 
strong  mason  work  was  immediately  construct- 
ed, and  the  public  Journals  resounded  with  ap- 
Slause.  At  this  very  session,  within  a  few 
ays  past,  we  have  repeated  our  vote  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  for  this  charitable  enterprise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Tet  the  West  asks  for 
thirty  thousand  dollars  only  for  the  protection 
of  her  trade  and  citizens ;  and  shall  it  be  denied  ? 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  LowRiB  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  fifth  section  of  this  bUl.  He 
considered  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  on  this  subject  as  very  valuable — 
several  new  points  had  oeen  stated  by  that 
gentleman.  He  had  entertained  an  unfavorable 
impression  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  tribes  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  from  the  documents  communicated 
by  the  President  He  wished  a  few  days  delay, 
in  order  again  to  examine  the  documents  to 
which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Bknton  said  that  delay  in  the  considera- 


tion of  the  bill  would  be  destroctioD  tol  ^ 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  it  M 
be  acted  upon  immediately.  He  thought^ 
coidd  be  no  occasion  for  delay.  He  usfeni 
some  objections  made  by  Mr.  Loirsii  to  tik 
fifth  section.  The  bill  eoDStitnted  a  oob^ 
system,  and  he  would  be  unwilling  to  ide- 
quish  any  section  of  it. 

Mr.  Chastolbk  remarked  that  he  was  Bit  s 
well  informed  on  this  subject  as  the  geodsBS 
from  MiiMOuri  had  shown  himself  to  be;fli 
he,  therefore,  wished  for  further  tune  to  a- 
amine  it  He  moved  the  postponement  of  ib 
bill  until  Wednesday  next 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Joiosoi  i 
Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  soljel 
The  bill  was  then  postponed  to,  and  mtde  t^ 
order  of  the  day,  for  Wednesday  next 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjoonied  kS 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  80. 
Claims  against  the  United  SisUi. 

The  bill  "  providing  for  the  settlement  of » 
tain  pecuniary  claims  asainst  the  United  Stitoi* 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  ConuDitteei 
the  Whole.  This  bill  was  introduced,  on  kw 
granted,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  ffld  i> 
ported  with  sundry  amendments,  by  tbe  G@- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary.  These  smendBoS 
were  in  the  details  of  the  bill.  Some  iea>b 
were  made  upon  them^  by  Messrs.  ChajmH 
Taylob  of  Virginia,  Lowbds,  and  BaW* 
They  were  then  agreed  to.  The  bill  protia 
a  tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of  that  cbsa 
private  claims,  upon  which  so  modi  of  the  tia 
of  Congress  has  been  consumed.  Mr.  Hatf 
of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  thebill  by  W^ 
its  operation  to  claims  of  a  certain  am*' 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  and  Titi^ 
of  Virginia,  spoke  upon  this  amendment,  iij 
it  was  then  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mills  rotoiW 
an  amendment,  limiting  the  provisions  of  * 
bill  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Thisf» 
also  agreed  to. 

The  bin  was  then  reported  to  the  Sm^  « 
amended.  The  amendments  were  agreed » 
in  Senate,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tintf" 
Virginia,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  March  81. 
Indian  Fur  Trade, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  b^  "J^ 
able  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  tiietw 
made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  I>e«cmMV^ 
excluding  foreigners  from  trade  an<Ji"*^?S: 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  I^wtedS^ 
and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  "*  j^ 
of  the  said  United  States  to  American  oow 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration  la  *- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  ^  .    tu 

Mr.    DiOEEBSON  addressed  the  Chatf.  ^ 


said  he  did  not  rise  to  offer  any  mp^t  c-a 
the  bill;  but  to  call  the  attention  of  U***^ 
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0  the  extent  of  one  of  its  provisionB ;  which 
16  bad  not  perceived  till  he  heard  the  argn- 
aent  of  the  gentleman  from  Miasonri  (Mr. 
{xhton)  yesterday.  When  he  heard  the  title 
>f  the  biU,  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  of 
}hent,  he  had  not  conceiyed  that  one,  if  not 
he  chief  object  of  it  was,  to  anthorize  the 
ransportation  of  a  part  of  onr  army  to  some 
K>int  on  the  Missouri — as  high  as  the  falls  of 
hat  river.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
d*ticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Qhent  was  to  be  carried 
Dto  effect  by  this  provision  of  the  bill — ^it  could 
»u]y  apply  to  the  ninth  article,  which  required 
hat  we  ^ould  put  an  end  to  hostilities  with 
ill  the  Indian  tribes,  or  nations,  with  whom 
re  were  at  war,  and  forthwith  restore  to  such 
ribes,  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  posses- 
ions, rights,  or  privileges,  which  they  may 
lave  e^joyeo,  or  been  entitled  to,  in  the  year 
iBll,  previous  to  such  hostilities.  Similar  con- 
litions  were  required  of  the  British  Govem- 
nent.  As  it  is  our  own  part  of  the  treaty  only 
rhich  we  are  to  carry  into  effect,  this  bill  cannot 
M  intended  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  on  the 
>art  of  the  British ;  that  must  be  left  for  them 

0  provide  for.  How  this  bill  is  to  produce  the 
iffect  indicated  by  its  title,  has  not  yet  been  ez- 
ilained. 

It  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  send  an  armed 
brce,  of  four  companies  at  least,  to  some  point 
ipon  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  high  as  the  falls 
n  that  river ;  which  is  about  800  miles  above 
;he  Tellow  Stone,  which  is  900  miles  above 
[)ouncil  Bluffs,  which  is  650  miles,  above  the 
nouth  of  Missouri — ^in  all,  2,850  miles  above 
lie  month  of  the  Missouri — and  this  for  the 
ivowed  purpose  of  protecting  traders,  but  which 
roold  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  hunters 
md  trappers  upon  the  Indian  territories. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  moving  troops 
tp  the  Missouri  can  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
ion  of  our  frontiers.  Council  Bluffs,  where  we 
lave  a  military  establishment,  is  three  hundred 
oiles  in  advance  of  the  western  boundary  of 
he  State  of  Missouri. 

The  object  cannot  be  to  make  preparations 
or  extending  our  population  to  the  Upper  Mis- 
onri,  for,  thank  Heaven,  that  country  does 
tot  admit  of  a  white  population.  In  the  ao- 
ount  of  Major  Long^s  expedition  from  Pitts- 
mrs  to  the  Kocky  Mountains,  we  have  a  par- 
icidar  account  of  the  vast  country  lying  be- 
ween  the  meridian  of  the  Council  Bluffs  and 
he  Rocky  Mountains.    Vol  2,  page  850 : 

**  Proceeding  wegtwaid  from  the  meridian  above 
pecified,  the  billy  coantry  gradually  subsides,  giring 
lace  to  a  resion  of  vast  extent,  spreading  towards 
be  North  and  South,  and  presenting  an  undulating 
orface,  with  nothing  to  limit  or  variegate  the  riew, 
Qt  here  and  there  a  hill,  knob,  or  insulated  tract  of 
ible  Iimd.  At  length,  the  Kocky  Mountains  break 
poo  the  view,  towering  abruptly  from  the  plains,  and 
lingiing  their  snow-capped  sunmiits  with  the  clouds." 

**  On  approaching  the  mountains,  no  other  change 

1  oliisrvable  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  oonntiyy 


except  that  the  isolated  knobs  and  table  lands,  above 
alluded  to,  become  more  frequent,  and  more  distinct- 
ly marked.  The  bluffy  by  which  the  valleys  of 
watei^ourses  are  bounded,  present  a  greater  abun- 
dance of  rocks ;  stones  lie  in  greater  profusion  upon  the 
surface,  and  the  soil  becomes  more  sterile.  If  to  the 
characteristics  above  intimated,  we  add  that  of  an 
almost  complete  destitution  of  woodland,  (for  not 
more  than  one-thousandth  part  of  the  section  can 
be  said  to  possess  a  timber  growth,)  we  shall  have 
a  pretty  oorrect  idea  of  the  gencoral  aspect  of  the 
oonntry.** 

Page  452. — *^  Thronghont  this  section  of  country, 
the  surface  is  occasionally  characterized  by  water- 
worn  pebbles,  and  gravel  of  granite,  gneiss,  and 
quarts ;  hut  the  predominate  characteristic  is  sand, 
which,  in  many  instances,  prevails  almost  to  the  en- 
tire  exdusion  of  vegetable  mould.  Larse  tracts  ate 
often  to  be  met  wiui,  exhibiting  scarcely  a  trace  of 
vegetation.  The  whole  region,  as  before  hinted,  if 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  a  timber  growth  of  any 
description.  In  some  few  instances,  however,  sandy 
knobs  and  ridges  make  their  ajmearance,  thickly 
covered  with  red  cedars,  of  a  dwamsh  grow^  There 
are  also  some  few  tracts,  clad  in  a  growth  of  pitch 
pine  and  scrubby  oaks ;  but,  in  general,  nothing  of 
vegetation  i^»pears  upon  the  uplands,  but  withered 
grass  of  stinted  growth,  no  more  thaa  two  or  three 
inches  high,  prickly  pears  profiuely  covering  exten- 
sive tracts,  sind  weeds  of  a  few  varieties,  wmoh,  like 
the  priokly  pears,  seem  to  thrive  best  in  the  moat 
arid  and  sterile  soils." 

Page  861. — **In  regard  to  this  extensive  section 
of  country,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  giring  the  opinion, 
that  it  is  almost  wholly  unfit  for  (mltivation ;  and,  of 
course,  uninhabitable  by  a  people  depending  upon 
agriculture  for  subsistence.  Al&ough  tracts  of  fer- 
tile land,  considerably  extensive,  are  occasionally  to 
be  met  with,  yet  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water, 
almost  uniformly  prevalent,  will  prove  an  insupera- 
ble obstacle  in  uie  way  of  settling  the  country. 
This  objection  rests  not  only  against  the  immediate 
sectiim  under  consideration,  but  applies  with  equal 
propriety  to  a  much  laiger  portion  of  the  country. 
Agreeably  to  the  best  inteUigenoe  that  can  be  had, 
concerainff  the  country  both  northward  and  south- 
ward of  ue  section,  and  especially  to  the  inferences 
dsdndble  fiom  the  account  given  by  Lewis  and 
Clark,  of  the  country  situated  between  the  Missouri 
and  tiie  Rocky  Mountains,  above  the  Biver  Platte, 
the  vast  r^on  commencing  near  the  sources  of  the 
Sabine,  Trinity,  Brazos,  and  Colorado,  and  extending 
northwardly  to  the  49th  degree  of  North  latitude,  by 
which  the  United  States  territoiv  is  limited  in  that 
direction,  is,  throughout,  of  a  similar  character.  The 
whole  of  this  region  seems  peculiarly  adapted  as  a 
range  for  buflkloes,  wild  goats,  and  other  wild  game, 
incalculable  multitndes  of  whidi  find  ample  pastor- 
age  and  subsistence  upon  it" 

*'  This  r^on,  however,  viewed  as  a  frontier,  may 
prove  of  in&ite  importance  to  the  United  States^  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  calculated  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to 
prevent  too  great  an  extension  of  our  population 
westward,  and  secure  us  aoainst  the  machinations  or 
incursbns  of  an  enemy,  mat  might  be  di^oeed  to 
annoy  us  in  that  quarter.* 

There  is  no  part  of  the  valuable  work  befora 
me,  said  Mr.  D.,  which  has  gifen  me  so  much 
pleasure  as  that  which  I  have  iust  read.  It  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  aborigines  of  this 
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continent  must  and  will  be  exterminated  from 
every  section  of  the  country  in  which  agricnl- 
tare  can  be  followed  with  snecess.  Sach  haa 
been,  sach  mast  be  their  jbte  I  Bat  here  seemed 
to  be  a  region,  in  which  a  remnant  of  the  inna- 
merable  tribes  that  once  traversed  oar  forests, 
might  find  a  habitation,  safe  from  the  over- 
whelming flood  of  white  population  which  would 
otherwise  drive  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
But  even  this  last  refuge  is  to  £eu1  them,  if  our 
hunters  and  trappers  are  to  be  supported  by  an 
armed  force,  while  they  utterly  destroy  the 
beaver  and  buffalo  of  this  vast  region. 

It  is  intended  to  fiend  four  companies  to  the 
Upper  Missouri.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  and 
well  acquainted  with  that  country,  that  four 
companies  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
the  pun>ose  intended ;  that  they  would  be  easily 
cut  off  by  the  Indians ;  that  it  would  not  be  s^e 
to  send  a  smaller  force  than  two  or  three  regi- 
ments— ^and  if  these  should  be  stationed  as  high 
up  as  the  Falls  of  Missouri,  it  would  require  sev- 
eral regiments  more  to  be  stationed  at  differ- 
ent points  on  the  river,  otherwise,  all  supplies 
would  be  cut  ofi^  and  our  forces  would  perish 
for  want  of  subsistence.  Our  troops  on  the  Up  - 
per  Missouri  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon 
supplies  from  our  settlements  'at  and  below 
Council  Bluffs.  Neither  grain  nor  cattle  can  be 
procured  in  those  sterile  regions.  Even  turnips 
cannot  be  raised  among  the  rocks  and  sand  of 
the  region  in  latitude  forty-eight.  General 
Gaines  states,  that,  within  our  Western  boun- 
dariesi  there  are  thirty  thousand  warriors.  Th^y 
are,  probably,  overrated ;  but,  no  doubt,  they 
are  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy  any  force  which 
it  has  been  proposed  to  send  among  them. 

But  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  bill 
is,  not  the  protection  of  the  fur  traders,  which 
is  intended,  but  the  protection  of  the  hunters 
and  trappers,  which  will  be  effected.  These 
military  posts  multiply  the  points  of  collision 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  must  lead  to  wars 
with  them.  The  hunters  and  trappers  will  be, 
and  ought  to  be,  resisted  by  them.  Their  rights 
to  their  boffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game, 
are  as  sacred  as  our  rights  to  our  property.  It 
would  be  as  just  in  them  to  invade  our  territo- 
ries and  take  off  our  cattle,  as  it  would  be,  on 
our  part,  to  take  and  destroy  their  beaver,  and 
mucn  less  cruel.  For,  if  our  cattle  are  taken 
away,  we  soon  raise  more— not  so  with  the 
beaver— once  destroyed,  or  driven  from  a  re- 
gion, they  appear  there  no  more.  Taking  away 
their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game,  is 
striking  at  their  very  existence ;  they  look  with 
terror  upon  these  hunters  and  trappers,  as  the 
instruments  of  their  extermination.  Oan  they 
be  blamed  for  resisting  them  ?  And  yet,  when 
they  do,  it  becomes  necessary  to  chastise  and 
subdue  them ;  although  it  may  be  against  the 
laws  of  humanity,  tne  circumstances  of  the 
country  require  it.  But  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity  requires  that  we  should  avoid 
and  prevent  the  causes  of  provocation.    Have 


there  been  no  circumstances  of  aggreseun,  wiith 
have  provoked  the  late  hostilities  of  the  lodiiBil 
The  facts  before  us  will  not  warrant  an  uaw9 
in  the  negative. 

General  Ashley  and  Migor  Henry  had  alieaia 
to  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  laws  pralM 
their  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indisn  teni- 
tories.  To  take  with  them  a  company  of  hat- 
ers and  trappers  among  the  Lndiaaa,  ^sad 
their  will,  was  itself  an  act  of  ageresaon  lai 
hostility.  General  Ashley  tradea  with  tin 
Arikaras  for  fifty  or  sixty  liorses,  withonii 
special  license  for  that  purpose.  These  vat 
not  necessary  for  the  usasl  purposes  of  ink 
His  party  consisted  of  ninety  men— a  vaA 
larger  number  than  was  necessary  for  tiie  |w 
poses  of  Indian  trade ;  but  not  more  tliaa  wn 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  hmiting  and  tnp- 
ping.  The  Arikaras  could  not  doubt  bat  ^ 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  pniposof 
hunting  and  trapping.  Two  of  the  Arikva 
had  been  killed  in  an  afiray  with  the  Ifiaeoori 
Fur  Oompany ;  one  of  them,  a  son  of  a  priadpil 
chief  of  tne  tribe,  which,  notwithstanding  tiMir 
professions  to  the  contrary,  they  had  not  kt- 
gotten.  They  treacherously  attacked  Geoed 
Ashley^s  party,  and  killed  fourteen,  and  wfxnir 
ed  nine  of  his  men,  for  which  they  have  b«a 
severely  and  justly  chastised. 

It  is  said,  these  Indians  sell  their  fors  to  tki 
British  traders.  If  so,  it  must  be  because  thou 
traders  treat  them  more  kindly  than  oan,  gn« 
them  a  better  price  for  their  furs  and  peltries, 
and  sell  them  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I^ 
Indians  understand  their  interests  as  vdl  tf 
their  rights,  and  when  they  can  carry  on  tiieir 
commerce  with  our  traders  with  as  much  i^ 
vantage  as  with  the  British,  ours  will  be  pf^ 
ferred.  The  British  traders  do  not  hunt » 
trap  upon  the  Indian  territories,  within  tbeir 
boundaries.  They  gain  the  confidence  of  tite 
Indians  by  acts  of  kindness,  which  ours  ong^ 
to  do,  but  which  they  never  will  do,  while  ti^ 
rely  upon  an  armed  force  to  enable  them  to  im- 
pose their  own  conditions  upon  the  Indiane. 

We  are  told  that  the  British  traders  cone 
within  our  boundaries  to  trade  with  the  IndJaai 
If  so,  the  means  are  sufilcient,  under  our  P'^^ 
laws,  for  their  expulsion.  We  are  al»  wi 
that  there  is  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Boogte 
on  Moose  River,  within  our  boundaries.  ^ 
there  is  such  a  force  established  there,  under  me 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  b* 
made  a  matter  of  complaint  against  thst  Go^ 
ernment.  A  remedy  ought  to  be  aoagiA  of 
negotiation. 

Mr.  Benton  replied.  He  imputed  the  »• 
marks  made  by  the  Senator  from  New  J&^J 
to  his  want  of  information  upon  the  sotgecfc 
He  steted  that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  refereo* 
to  the  effect  of  the  whole  Treaty  of  Gl»«!^ 
cause  that  treaty  did  not  revive  the  8dartia«* 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  In  this  respect  alone,  j» 
Ghent  treaty  was  worth,  to  the  We«teniStt«^ 
all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  the  ^^ 
had  cost  them.    Bnthow  wasittobeeze^**^ 
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igainst  British  traders?  The  President^  as 
aeontor  of  the  laws,  was  bound  to  carry  the 
treafy  into  effect  How?  By  going  to  the 
Northwestern  frontier  in  person  to  keep  ont 
Englishmen?  No,  sir ;  but  by  sending  troops : 
md  this  is  what  the  bill  proposes,  and  what 
las  been  intended  by  two  suooessiye  Adminis- 
trations. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  read  from 
i£igor  Long^s  Joamali  to  show  that  the  oomitry 
Myond  the  Mandan  villages  was  barren,  sterile, 
jknd  nnfit  for  cultivation.  Without  opposing 
>ther  authority  to  this  description  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  B.  would  ask  for  the  application  of  the 
'act,  taking  it  to  be  as  stated  by  Major  Long ; 
vas  it  an  argnment  against  the  bill  ?  Not  at 
lU.  To  the  contrary,  it  was  in  favor  of  it :  for 
t  was  not  the  intention  of  the  bill  to  send  out 
in  agricultural  colony,  but  a  military  post,  to 
>rotect  the  fur  trade;  and,  the  more  unin- 
labitable,  inaccessible,  and  mountainous  the 
)ountry,  the  better  it  was  for  the  ftirred  ani- 
nals,  and  the  better  theatre  it  presented  for 
iie  trader. 

The  Senator  objects  to  sending  a  post  to  the 
Palls  of  Missouri.  Well:  the  bill  does  not 
name  tlie  Falls,  or  any  other  point.  It  leaves  it 
x>  the  President  to  station  the  troops  at  such 
)oint  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  will  accomplish 
ihe  objects  intended.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
lame  a  precise  point  in  the  bill.  Congress 
iiave  their  duties  assigned  them  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  the  President  has  his,  prescribed 
)y  the  same  high  authority.  It  is  the  business 
i  Congress  to  vote  the  troops  and  the  supplies ; 
it  is  the  right  of  the  President  to  employ  them 
vhere  the  public  service  may  reauire  their 
presence.  The  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone 
Stiver  will  probably  be  the  point.  That  name 
las  become  unpopular ;  but,  in  exciting  public 
)dium  against  it,  it  may  be  well  to  look  to  the 
>rigin  of  its  selection.  It  was  selected  by  Lewis 
md  Clark,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacific 
>oean,  as  the  proper  point  for  commanding  the 
ich  fur  trade  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  was 
ipproved  by  the  Administration  in  the  year 
1816,  Mr.  Madison  being  President,  and  Mr. 
if  onroe  Secretary  of  War.  Recollection  of  these 
acts  will  show  that  gentlemen  miss  the  mark 
irhen  they  condemn  those  who  now  endeavor 
io  carry  a  post  to  the  month  of  the  Yellow 
kone.  But  the  distance  is  still  objected  to. 
Eighteen  hundred  miles  beyond  the  Mississippi 
nakefl,  indeed,  an  appalling  sound.  But  that 
»  by  water,  following  the  bends  of  the  river, 
rhe  Rocky  Mountains  are  but  nine  hundred 
miles  from  the  Mississippi ;  and  a  post  at  the 
feUow  Stone  will  be  within  supporting  dis- 
tances of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  and  the 
Oouncil  Bluffs.  The  smaUness  of  the  amount 
required  for  the  transport  of  the  troops  is  ob- 
iectod  to ;  doubtless  the  objection  would  also 
come  if  the  amount  was  large.  But  the  ac- 
ouracy  of  the  estimate  is  disputed.  Thirteen 
thousand  dollars  is  said  to  be  too  iitUe  for  tlie 
object.    I  answer,  that  the  estimate  is  made  by 


the  Quartermaster  General,  upon  the  basis  that 
the  troops  will  move  in  their  own  boats.  It  is 
supported  by  the  fact  that  the  expedition  of 
Colonel  Leavenworth  cost  but  $4,000.  Every 
one  acquainted  with  the  movement  of  troops 
upon  the  Western  rivers  in  their  own  boats, 
can  bear  witness  to  the  smaUness  of  the  sums 
required  for  such  expeditions.  Bat  it  is  said 
that  the  troops  cannot  be  sustained  after  they 
are  carried  to  the  "post  Such  a  statement  dero- 
gates from  the  power  of  this  Government. 
Look  to  the  British  companies.  They  have 
upwards  of  three  thousand  men  in  their  service^ 
stretched  across  the  continent,  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Canada  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River,  occupying  a  line  of  posts  farther  north 
than  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  in  a  cli- 
mate more  inhospitable  than  on  the  banks  of 
the  Missouri,  and  without  the  advantage  of  a 
direct  communication  by  water,  either  with 
each  other,  or  with  the  settlements  in  Canada. 
Yet  these  three  thousand  men  are  sustained ; 
some  of  the  posts  they  occupy  have  been  kept 
up  for  forty  years ;  all  this  has  been  done  by  a 
company  of  fur  traders;  and  shall  it  be  ad- 
mitted tiiat  the  power  of  the  United  States  is 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  four  companies 
upon  the  Upper  Missouri  ?  But  why  object  to 
a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight  hundrea  miles 
— ^to  an  expense  of  $13,000,  when  we  send  a 
ship  of  war  annually  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
three  thousand  miles,  and  vote  $60,000  per  an- 
num to  protect  our  deported  negroes  from  the 
depredations  of  their  fellow-countrymen  ?  Gen- 
tlemen suppose  that  an  exhibition  of  force  is 
not  necessary  among  these  Indians.  They  labor 
under  a  great  mistake.  The  savage  respects 
power,  and  nothing  else.  The  Arab  of  the 
desert,  and  the  Blackfoot  of  the  Saskatchi- 
woine,  act  upon  the  same  principle.  £ach 
considers  the  merchant  and  the  traveller  as  his 
lawful  prey,  and  they  kill  and  rob  him  if  they 
can. 

Mr.  DiOKXBSON  conceived  it  his  duty  to  answer 
to  some  part  of  the  remarks  that  had  just  been 
made.  Ue  was  not  the  eulogist  of  the  British 
traders,  or  British  fwr  companies.  He  had 
said,  that,  if  the  Indians  prefer  trading  with 
them,  it  is  because  their  confidence  is  gained 
by  kind  treatment  and  fair  dealing.  As  to  the 
hostile  views  of  those  traders  and  companies 
towards  us,  he  had  said  not  one  word,  lie  had 
not  attempted  to  justify  them.  As  to  the  quar- 
rels between  the  rival  British  fur  companies, 
they  are  of  no  importance  to  us.  If  they  make 
war  upon  each  other,  it  is  their  concern,  not 
ours.  If  they  murdered  Governor  Semple,  that 
was  no  act  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  nor  towards  the  Indians.  It  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  think  the  killing  of  the  two  Ameri- 
can Indians  has  been  satisfactorily  accounUd 
for.  Surely  they  were  not  killed  becftiiae  thire 
had  been  hostility  between  Governor  Lewis 
and  some  of  the  tribes  of  Indians,  or  bt^cnnitc  it 
had  been  necessary  to  smuggle  a  Mandan  chiif 
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around  the  Ricara  villages,  fifteen  or  gizteen 
years  ago;  or  because  twelve  men  had  been 
killed,  under  Lisa,  long  since.  It  is  probable 
they  were  killed  in  some  attack  which  they 
were  rash  enough  to  make  on  the  trappers  and 
hunters  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  The 
Ricaras  probably  thought  that  their  young  men 
were  justifiable ;  and,  although  they  professed 
to  have  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  supposed 
injury,  it  is  very  evident  they  had  done  neither. 

Information  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  stated,  to  show  that  General  Ashley  and 
his  company,  as  well  as  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, were  engaged  in  trapping  and  hunting  in 
the  Indian  teritories,  was  not  derived  from  the 
letter  from  the  West,  published  in  all  our 
papers,  and  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
asserts  was  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.  It  was  de- 
rived from  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. It  was  derived  from  the  documents 
transmitted  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  message  of  the  2d  of  December 
last  The  part  respecting  General  Ashley,  is  in 
a  letter  of  General  Atkinson,  page  83,  of  those 
documents — ^and  the  part  respecting  the  Mis- 
souri Fur  Company,  in  page  71,  of  those  docu- 
ments ;  in  a  letter  from  William  Gk)rdon,  upon 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  pro- 
nounced the  highest  eulogium.  What  was  said 
of  the  inteference  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company, 
to  prevent  a  peace  with  the  Ricaras,  and  of  the 
burning  their  towns,  by  this  same  Mr.  Gordon, 
and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  may  be  found  in  the  same 
document,  page  95. 

The  system  of  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  lately  pursued  is  radically  wrong.  The 
British  trading  and  fur  companies  are  not  sup- 
ported by  the  armed  force  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ;  they  have  no  means  of  insuring  suc- 
cess but  by  treating  the  Indians  kindly,  and 
deaJing  with  them  fairly.  When  our  traders 
do  the  same,  they  will  meet  with  equal  success. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
time  for  investigation  and  inquiry,  and  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said,  he  believed-  if 
we  intended  to  invade  the  country  of  the  In- 
dians with  a  military  force,  we  ought  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  them,  and  obtain  their  consent  to 
the  measure.  We  had  no  right  to  do  it  without 
their  consent.  He  reauestod  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  give  nim  some  iiSormation 
upon  fhi9  subject  He  wished  to  know,  also, 
if  the  Indian  tribes  had  not  a  right  to  conquer 
and  occupy  each  other's  territory.  If  the  tribe 
of  Blackfeet  had  come  from  Canada,  and  con- 
quered and  taken  possession  of  the  country  of 
another  tribe,  he  wished  to  know  what  right 
the  United  States  had  to  interfere  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  wished  to  be  informed,  too,  whether 
we  have  any  right  to  prevent  those  Indians  from 
going  where  they  choose — ^into  Canada,  or  else- 
where— ^to  trade  for  their  furs.  These  were 
important  questions  upon  these  points — and 
Mr.  K.  said  he  believed  there  had  never  been 


any  correct  understanding  on  the  salject  fii 
presumed  there  was  no  distinot  law  reepeetias 
it  Iliese  Indian  tribes  do  not  ooiiie  vittda 
our  jurisdiction ;  our  laws  do  not  control  thea 
—even  when  they  commit  murdera,  they  an 
not  amenable  to  our  laws.  It  has  always  beet 
the  practice  of  the  Indians  to  go  from  cm 
country  to  another ;  it  is  their  habit  to  wander 
over  the  wilderness  from  place  to  place.  Mr. 
E.  said  he  wished  to  see  the  prineifU  bj 
which  we  were  going  to  make  provisioas  £]» 
those  contained  in  this  bill.  We  most  mak« 
some  treaty  with  the  Indians  before  we  can  da 
it.  Can  we  send  a  military  force  into  thor 
territory  without  their  consent  t  Mr.  E.  be- 
lieved we  had  never  yet  done  it.  We  hKs% 
power  to  make  arrangements  with  them  for  ths 
security  of  our  trade  with  them^^bnt  thtf  bffl 
does  more — ^it  goes  to  restrain  their  trade,  aad 
exclude  all  others  from  it  but  onrselveaL  Mr. 
E.  said  he  would  agree  to  aU  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  but  that  which  provided  fv 
the  sending  of  troops  into  the  Indian  oooDtriefi. 
He  must  Imow  more  about  it  before  he  w^mM 
consent  to  that.  He  had  merely  gnggeotc^ 
these  ideas,  to  call  forth  further  infonnaCkB 
on  the  preliminary  ground,  aa  to  onr  ri|^t  ts 
take  the  course  proposed  in  the  bilL  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  what  prohibitions  vers 
to  be  introduced,  to  regulate  our  trade  with  tiis 
Indians. 

Mr.  Bknton  roae  to  answer  the  qnestioiifi 
proposed  to  him  by  the  Senator  from  New  Toik. 
It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to 
establish  military  posts  in  the  Indian  oooolry 
without  tiieir  consent.  The  practice  had  ob- 
tained under  every  Administration.  Ail  te 
frontier  States  and  Territories  were  full  of  ex- 
amples. Without  going  into  an  ^inmeratioa 
of  instances,  which  might  be  forgotten  and  dis- 
puted, he  would  state  one,  known  to  ns  aO, 
sanctioned  by  us  all,  and  up  to  the  point  of  tte 
gentleman^s  inquiry — ^he  alluded  to  the  poet  at 
the  Council  Bluffs.  It  was  established  loor 
years  ago,  under  the  orders  of  the  Preaideiit^ 
and  had  secured  the  annual  sanction  of  bo& 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  annual  appropriatms 
to  its  support  Yet  this  post  was  eatahlidied 
upon  In^an  territory,  without  their  eanaest^ 
and  is  maintained  without  it  Further,  Mr.  & 
said,  the  Senate,  in  its  capacity  of  adviser  la 
the  President,  in  his  treaty-making  power,  had 
decided  the  same  question.  He  qwke  of  the 
Senate^s  reftisal  to  ratify  the  treaty  made  to  ei* 
tinguish  the  Indian  title  to  fifteen  sqnare  nulea 
of  territory  to  include  the  fort  and  fields  at  the 
Council  Bluffis.  The  injunction  of  aecre^  had 
been  removed  from  the  Senate^s  proceedings 
upon  that  treaty.  The  Journal  would  diow 
that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  New  Y(rt 
had  voted  agcdnst  its  ratification.  His  ova 
high  authority  might,  therefore,  be  quoted 
against  himself,  in  answer  to  the  first  queatioa 
which  he  had  put  In  addition  to  all  this,  mj 
be  quoted  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  180S.  fi 
is  our  code  of  Indian  laws,  enacted  under  tiis 
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Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  turns,  in 
every  clause,  upon  tlie  assertion  of  the  principle 
that  the  Indians  are  not  independent  nations ; 
that  oar  jurisdiction  extends  over  their  soil,  and 
over  their  acts;  and  that  our  troops  may  be 
sent  into  their  country,  without  their  consent, 
as  often  as  our  policy  requires  it  to  be  done. 

The  second  interrogatory  put  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  related  to  our  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  a£Eairs  of  the  Indians  "  among  them- 
selves.'' Mr.  B.  said  tliat  there  was  no  part 
of  the  bill,  under  discussion,  which  asserted 
such  a  right)  or  proposed  to  exercise  it  He, 
therefore,  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  declining  to  answer  a 
question  not  relevant  to  the  matter  in  hand. 

The  third  interrogatory  inquired  for  the 
terms,  prohibitions,  and  regulations,  proposed 
to  be  put  into  the  projected  treaties.  Here 
again,  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  separation  of 
power  between  the  Congress  and  the  Executive. 
We  vote  the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  the  treaties;  the  President 
oonduots  the  negotiations.  If  treaties  are  made, 
the  Senate's  power  over  their  stipulations  then 
commences.  It  can  refuse  to  ratify,  if  it  dis- 
approves. The  bill  on  the  table  was  sufficiently 
indicative  of  the  object  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
description  of  ^*  trade  and  friendship."  All  the 
rest  is  given,  by  the  constitntion,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  EnfG,  of  New  York,  dissented  entirely 
from  the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman 
ttom  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  authority  whatever,  for  placing 
a  military  force  in  the  Indian  country,  in  a 
time  of  peace.  In  his  opinion,  we  had  no  right 
to  do  it.  He  had  never  voted  for  carrying 
troops  there.  The  treaty  to  which  the  gentle- 
man alluded,  was  rejected  upon  other  grounds. 
If  we  are  at  war  with  the  Indians,  Mr.  E.  said, 
it  would  be  different ;  but^  while  we  remain  at 
peace  with  them,  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  must  confess 
he  was  somewhat  ignorant  of  this  subject 
Members  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  able  to 
inquire  into,  and  inform  themselves  upon  every 
SQD^eot,  before  it  came  up  for  discussion.  He 
believed  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey 
did  not  deserve  the  censure  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  not 
wondernil  that  he  was  not  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  subject  as  liiat  gentleman.  If  it  had 
been  a  bill  respecting  the  cod  or  mackerel  Mi- 
ery,  Mr.  H.  apprehended  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  himself  would  not  have  under- 
stood the  business  so  well  as  he  appeared  to  at 
present  Mr.  H.  was  apprehensive  that  "the 
whole  stoiy  was  not  told.  Every  thins  that 
was  said,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  wim  the 
Indians,  was  on  one  side.  The  poor  Indian  has 
no  one  here  to  speak  for  him.  There  is  nobody 
to  tell  us  when  the  United  States  are  wrong, 
and  the  Indians  are  right  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  has  produced  some  official 


fieusts  on  the  subiect,  which  remain  yet  un- 
answered. Mr.  II.  believed  the  transactions  of 
General  Ashley  were  not  altogether  right  on 
his  part  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  tiie  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill;  but,  as 
gentlemen  seemed  to  prefer  that  it  should  lie 
on  the  table,  he  would  not  propose  its  post- 
ponement He  understood  the  object  or  the 
bill  to  be,  to  protect  our  trade  with  the  North- 
western Indians,  by  a  military  force.  This 
subiect  had  been  once  fully  discussed  and  set- 
tled; if  not  in  this  House  of  Congress,  it  had  in 
the  other,  when  the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition 
was  under  consideration.  It  was  then  settled. 
The  principle  agreed  upon  was,  that  protection 
should  be  furnished  to  our  actual  settlements, 
by  posting  troops  in  advance  of  them ;  but  that 
the  traders  who  were  in  advance  of  those  posts 
should  be  left  to  protect  themselves.  He 
would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  advanc- 
ing a  military  force  into  the  Indian  country 
without  their  consent  While  we  recognize 
them  as  sovereign  powers^  and  treat  with  them, 
we  have  no  right  to  do  it  We  certainly  ought 
not  to  carry  a  military  force  among  them,  while 
we  admit  their  competency  to  make  treaties. 
As  long  as  we  allow  them  that  right,  we  ought 
to  respect  them.  If  we  have  a  right  to  Uike 
one  acre  of  their  land,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post,  we  have  a  right  to  take  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  acres ;  and  we  may  thus  take 
their  whole  territory.  Have  we  a  right  to  ex- 
ercise this  power  so  long  as  we  ac^owledge 
their  right  to  treat  with  us?  Mr.  H.  adverted 
to  the  treaty  made  at  the  Council  Bluffs,  which 
had  been  spoken  of.  He  said  that  treaty  neither 
asserted  nor  denied  our  right  to  establish  mili- 
tary posts  in  the  Indian  territory.  The  treaty 
was  rejected,  because  it  was  not  made  by  the 
lawful  authority.  It  had  no  bearing  on  this 
question.  He  would  either  make  no  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  or  he  would  use  them  as  we 
do  other*  nations,  with  whom  we  treat.  How 
would  any  European  nation  like  it,  if  we  were 
to  march  a  military  force  into  their  country  ? 
If  we  admit  their  right  to  treat,  we  have  no 
right  to  advance  a  military  force  into  their 
country,  in  time  of  peace.  It  had  been  our 
policy  to  restrict  our  forces  to  a  certain  distance 
beyond  the  actual  settlements.  Mr.  H.  had  no 
faith  in  the  economy  with  which  tiie  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  supposed  this  transaction 
would  be  completed.  If  we  establish  this  post, 
we  shall  have  an  estimate  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  next  year,  for  additional  appropria- 
tions for  its  support.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  not  in- 
clined to  trust  entirely  to  the  statement  of  the 
expense,  which  had  already  been  furnished. 
Intermediate  posts  would  be  required,  for  the 
support  of  this.  It  would  require  at  least  two 
regiments  of  troops.  This  would  take  too  large 
a  proportion  from  our  small  Army.  When 
these  objections  were  taken  into  consideration, 
he  trusted  the  biU  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Babton  then  offered  a  new  section,  by 
way  of  amendmenti  as  a  substitute  fur  the  third 
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section  of  the  bill.  The  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed ;  the  bill  was  laid  npon  the 
Uble. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 


Thttssdat,  April  1. 
Indian  JSeservationi  in  Georgia, 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  Unffed  States  : 

To  the  Senate  o/the  Untied  StaUt : 

I  transmit  to  Congrest  ccrtun  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  iVom  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Geor^a,  entered  into  in  1802,  whereby  the  latter 
ceded  to  the  former  a  portion  of  the  territory  then 
within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  speciiied. 
By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  shonld,  at  their  own  expense, 
eztbgnish,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
aU  the  lands  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  show  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Ezecntiye 
of  the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  seyeral  con- 
ditions of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negotiations  and  treaties 
witii  the  Indian  trihes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title,  witii  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  pur- 
chased, and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired. 
They  ^ow,  also,  the  state  in  which  this  interesting 
concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
tribes  within  the  State,  and  the  inability  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  make  any  further  movement  with  this  tribe, 
without  the  special  sanction  of  Congress. 

I  have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exerted 
their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all 
its  parts,  oi  which,  indeed,  the  sums  paid,  and  the 
lands  acquired  during  their  respective  terms,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  its  several  stipulations,  are  a  full  proof.  I 
have  also  been  animated,  since  I  came  into  this  office, 
with  the  same  zeal,  from  an  anxious  desire  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by  the 
establishment  of  these  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
their  improvement  in  civilization,  their  security,  and 
happiness,  woidd  be  promoted.  By  the  paper  bear- 
mg  date  on  the  80th  of  January  last,  which  waa  com- 
municated to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in 
this  city,  who  came  to  protest  against  any  further 
appropriations  of  money  for  holding  treaties  with 
them,  the  obligation  imposed  on  the  United  States, 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  In- 
dian titie  to  the  right  of  soil  within  the  State,  and  the 
incompatibility  with  our  system,  of  their  existence  as 
a  distinct  community  within  any  State,  were  pressed 
with  the  utmost  eamostness.  It  was  proposed  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  procure  and  convey  to 
them  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange 
for  that  which  they  hold  trithin  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
or  to  pay  them  for  it  its  value  in  money.  To  this 
proposal,  their  answer,  which  bears  date  11th  of 
February  following,  gives  an  unqualified  refusal.  By 
this  it  is  manifest  that,  at  the  present  time,  and  in 
their  present  temper,  they  can  be  removed  only  by 
foroe,  to  which,  should  it  be  deemed  proper,  the 
power  of  the  Executive  is  incompetent. 

I  have  no  hf'.sitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affecti'd  in  the 
slightest  circumstance  by  the  compact  with  Georgia, 


and  that  there  is  no  obligation  oo  the  United  Stata 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  The  expres  aipt- 
lation  of  the  compact,  that  their  title  ahoald  Ik  a- 
tingnished  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  «ki 
it  may  be  done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  ooofr 
tionsi  is  a  full  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  disdaet 
understanding  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  htdliai 
had  a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  wkioli 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents.  An  attenqi 
to  remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinkn,  be  sa- 
jusl  In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  Rgvi 
to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and  in  eoDseqwBfii^ 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  the  United  Statesiwt 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  character  to  sustain,  tovU 
they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an  eariy  period, 
their  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civiliied  lib  w 
made  an  object  with  the  Government,  and  that  kM 
since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy  was  dictitod 
by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  aborigines  cf  the 
countiy,  and  under  a  firm  conviction  that  the  right 
to  adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable  to  aS 
the  tribes  within  our  limita 

My  impressicm  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pio* 
mote  essentially  the  security  and  happiness  of  tfcs 
tribes  within  our  Ihnits,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  ta 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  States  and  Tflnsl»- 
ries,  on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  Uoitri 
States,  in  exchange  for  those  on  which  they  now  in- 
side.    Surrounded  as  ihey  are,  and  pressed  u  th^ 
will  be,  on  every  side,  by  the  white  p^mtatiQa^ik 
will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  them,  with  thrir 
kind  of  Government,  to  sustain  order  amosg  thcui 
Their  interior  will  be  exposed  to  fireqnent  distnh- 
ances,  to  remedy   which,  the  interpositioa  of  the 
United  States  will  be  indispensable,  and  thus  their 
Government  will  gradually  lose  its  authority,  mitil  it 
is  annihilated.     In  this  process,  the  moral  chandtf 
of  the  tribes  will  also  be  lort,  since  the  change  viD 
be  too  rapid  tQ  admit  tiieir  improvement  in  avia- 
tion, to  enable  them  to  institute  and  sustain  a  Go^ 
emment  founded  on  our  principles,  if  such  a  cfasagf 
were  compatible  either  with  the  compact  with  Gecr> 
gia,  or  with  our  general  system,  or  to  become  mw- 
bers  of  a  State,  should  any  State  be  willh^  to  adopt 
them  in  such  numbers,  regarding  the  gcnd  erier, 
peace,  and  tranquillity,  of  such  State.    But  all  theaa 
evils  may  be  avoided,  if  these  tribes  will  cooso^  (* 
remove  beyond  the  limits  of  our  present  States  sod 
Territories.    Lands  equally  good,  and  periisps  moie 
fertile,  may  be  procured  for  tiiem  in  those  qositta; 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  such  la^ 
dians  would  stiU  be  the  same.     Constderatioos  a 
himianity  and  benevolence,  which  have  now  gn^^ 
weight,  would  operate,  in  that  event,  with  an  ag- 
mented  force ;  since  we  should  feel  sensibly  the  ow- 
gation  imposed  on  us  by  the  aoconunodatioa  whw 
they  thereby  afforded  us.    Placed  at  ease,  as  » 
United  States  would  then  be,  the  improvemeat  tf 
those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  all  the  aiti  "^ 
usages  of  civOixed  life,  would  become  the  part  of* 
general  system,  which  might  be  adopted  on  g*" 
consideration,   and  in  which  every  portion  flf** 
Union  would  then  take  an  equal  interest    The* 
views  have  steadily  been  pursued  by  the  ExecJ^ 
and  the  moneys  which  have  been  placed  at  iti  wp^ 
sal,  have  been  so  applied,  in  the  manner  best  esca- 
lated, according  to  its  jmlgment,  to  produce  this  ds- 
sirable  result,   as  wiU  appear  by   the  docomt^ 
which  accompany  the  reportof  the  Secietaiyof  w"^ 

I  submit  this  subjoct  to  the  considnatiga  9  (><^ 
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gross,  under  a  high  sense  of  its  importanoe,  and  of 
tfie  propriety  of  an  early  decianon  on  it.  This  com- 
pact  gives  a  daim  to  tiie  State,  which  oaght  to  be 
execnted,  in  aH  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith. 
In  doing  this,  howerer,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  United 
States  to  resard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sac- 
rifice of  their  interest,  not  called  for  by  the  compact, 
nor  contemplated  by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it 
was  entered  into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right 
or  of  hnmanity  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  ropngnantto 
the  judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the 
whole  American  people.  I  snbmit  the  subject  to 
joor  consideration,  in  fall  confidenoe  that  yon  will 
doly  weigh  the  obligations  of  the  compact  with 
Georgia,  its  import  in  all  its  parts,  and  Ihe  extent  to 
wbkAi  the  United  States  ace  bound  to  go,  nnder  it. 
I  submit  it  with  equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also 
weigh  the  nature  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  territory 
witMn  the  limits  of  any  State,  with  the  stipulations 
in  the  several  treaties  with  this  tribe,  respecting  ter- 
ritory held  by  it  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  de- 
oide  whether  any  measure,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
is  called  for  at  the  present  time,  and  what  such 
measure  shall  be,  if  any  is  deemed  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBDimoSj  March  29,  1824. 

War  DBPABniKiiT,  March  29, 1824. 

Sn :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  directing  me  to 
Ibmish  a  statement  of  ttie  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Geor- 
gia, of  the  second  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  former 
stipulates  "  to  extinguish,  at  their  own  expense,  for 
the  use  of  6e<»gia,  as  early  as  the  same  can  be 
peaceably  obtained,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  lands  lying  within  the  Umits  of 
that  State,*  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tiie  following 
irnort: 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  Geoigia 
eeded  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  aud  west  of  the  Chatahooche 
Biver,  and  a  line  drawn  firom  tiie  mouth  of  the  Uchee 
Creek  direct  to  the  NieojiJc,  on  tiie  Tennessee  River. 
In  consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United  States 
stipulated  to  pay  the  State  of  Georgia  $1,260,000, 
mnd  obligated  themselves^  in  the  manner  above  stated, 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  titie  within  tiie  limits  of  the 
State.  The  convention  also  provides  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  Yazoo  claims,  which  were  afterwards 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  Congrosa^  approved 
march  81,  1814. 

At  tiie  date  of  tiie  convention,  the  Indians  owned, 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  25,980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,578,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes 
owned,  besides,  a  considerable  extent  of  countiy  in 
the  Stotes  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caro- 
lina. Between  both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United 
States  there  were  subsisting  treaties,  at  the  time  of 
tiw  date  of  the  convention,  which,  among  other 
tilings,  fixed  the  limits  of  their  respective  territories, 
and  guaranteed  to  tiiem  the  lands  within  those 
limitB.  (See  Ist  vol  United  States  Laws— treatr 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  p.  361,  art.  5.  Treaty  witii 
the  Creeks,  ratified  7th  August,  1790.  Same,  page 
827,  treaty  of  Holston,  1791,  art  7.  Same,  page 
882,  treaty  of  1798,  nearTellioo,  articles  1  and  2.) 

In  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  tiie  fourth  arti- 
oia  with  Georgia,  there  have  been  held  seven  treaties 


with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees ;  of  which  five  were 
with  the  finrner;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since. 
By  the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there 
were  ceded  to  Geoigia  2,713,890  acres,  and  by  the 
three  latter,  11,785.690  acres,  making  together  14,- 
748,690  acres.  With  the  Cherokees,  there  have 
been  held  two  treaties,  both  since  tiie  late  war,  by 
which  Georgia  has  acquired  995,810  acres,  which, 
added  to  that  acquired  by  treaties  with  the  Creek 
nation,  make  15,744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded 
to  Georgia  since  the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  its  stipulations. 

In  acquiring  these  cessions  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
the  United  States  have  expended  $958,954  90 ;  to 
which  should  be  added,  the  value  of  995,810  acres, 
which  were  ^ven  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees^ 
on  the  Arkansas  River,  for  a  quantity  ceded  by  the 
Cherokees  to  Georgia,  by  the  treaties  of  1817  and 
1819,  which  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum  price 
of  the  public  lands,  would  make  $1,244,147  50  If 
to  these  we  aHd  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  psid  to 
Geoigia  under  the  convention,  and  $4,282,151  12|, 
paid  to  the  Yasoo  claimants,  it  will  be  found  that  thie 
United  States  have  already  paid,  under  the  convention, 
$7,785,243  52^,  which  does  not  include  any  portion 
of  the  expense  of  the  Creek  war,  by  which  upwards 
of  seven  millions  of  acres  were  acquired  to  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

The  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitons  to  ful- 
fil, at  the  eariiest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  conven- 
tion, by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia;  a  most  satisfiictory  proof  of 
which  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  treaties  which 
have  been  held  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  of  lands 
which  have  been  acquind,  and  the  price  paid.  In 
fact,  such  has  been  tiie  solicitude  of  the  Government, 
that  but  little  regard  has  been  had  to  the  price,  when- 
ever it  has  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
lands  to  the  State.  The  price  given  has  far  exceeded 
that  which  has  ever  been  given  in  other  purchases 
firom  the  Indians. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  it  may  be  asserted,  with  confi- 
dence, that  no  opportunity  of  extinguishing  the  In- 
dian titios,  **  on  reasonable  terms,"  has  been  neglect- 
ed to  be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians ;  and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  oeded,  not 
only  witiiin  the  limits  of  Georgia,  but  also  in  the 
neighborinff  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carouna,  which  may  require  some  explanation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the 
late  war,  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes 
of  Indians,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  lay  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  of  our  frontier.  They 
contained,  at  the  period  referred  to,  a  population  of 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  could  raise 
at  least  15,000  warriors.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to 
those  numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  and,  although 
aO,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace,  it  is  be- 
lieved there  was  a  strong  tendency  towards  hostility 
among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks  com- 
menced hostility  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war,  and 
created  a  powerful  diversion  of  our  resources,  both  of 
men  and  money ;  hot,  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  they  were  rednoed,  ailer  many  and  severe 
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losses  The  treahr  of  Fort  Jackaon  followed.  They 
were  a  conqnerea  people,  and  treated  as  tach ;  and 
snch  terms  were  imposed  as  ooosideratioiiis  of  public 
policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  woold  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  Southern  tribes  from  one  another,  and 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a  foreign 
province,  were  among  the  most  obvions  dictates  of 
policy,  as  it  would  efiectually  guard  against  the  pos- 
sible future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  prevent 
the  liability  to  hostility,  which  almost  invariably  re- 
sults from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a  for- 
eign territoiy.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required  to 
make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States^  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  effect  those  important  objects ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  United  States  acquired  a  large 
cession  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Alabama,  which 
separated  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctaws ;  and  a  cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  conceived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  (Georgia,  which 
prevented  t^e  United  States  from  punning  those  views 
of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  extends  oiUy  to  the  purchase  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Geox^^a,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  done  upon 
<*  peaceable  and  reasonable  terms."  The  lands  were 
acquired  by  conquest,  and  not  by  purchase,  which 
left  the  nation  at  liber^  to  pursue  those  views  of  pol- 
icy which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  believed, 
has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and  strength  to 
the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  may 
be  proper  to  premise  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1804,  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  were  informed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, if  the  Cherokees,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
thought  proper  to  emigrate  to  the  Arkansas,  they 
should  receive  as  much  land  as  they  were  entitled  to 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi  Under  the  sanction  of  this  promise,  and 
tempted  by  the  abundance  of  game,  emigration  con- 
tinued from  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  small  parties,  to 
the  Arkansas,  until  1817.  The  number  being  then 
considerable,  a  conmiission  was  constituted  to  treat 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  basis  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  of  the  8th  July,  1817,  which,  among  other 
things,  stipulated  that  a  census  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion should  be  taken  in  June  following,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  country  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  equal  to  that  which  those  who  emigrated  to 
the  Arkansas  were  entitled  to ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it 
was  found  that  one-third  had  emigrated,  one-udrd  of 
the  territoiy  should  be  ceded,  and  so  in  any  other 
proportion,  according  to  the  number  that  should  emi- 
grate. To  cany  the  trea^  into  effect,  Congress  ap- 
propriated, by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  the 
sum  of  $80,000,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
might  be  attendant  on  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees to  the  Arkansas;  and  Joseph  McMinn,  ^^-y 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed  agent  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  It  was  found,  however, 
impossible  to  take  the  census  as  proposed  by  t2ie 
treaty,  in  June,  and  various  causes  delayed  ite  final 
execution  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1819.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  was 
iboessautly  urged  by  all  the  meiuu  ia  poBseMion  of 
the  Government. 


It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  tfasvU 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  woril 
be  better  for  the  Indians,  as  well  as  onndves ;  tsin 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  left  antoai 
to  induce  them  to  emigratei  A  laige  portion  of  Ai 
nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  ^ 
it  was  found  impossible  to  cany  tiiis  policj  of  ifai 
Government  into  e&ct. 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhaastsd,  t^ 
gation  of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  mvA 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  1819,  in  order  to  dw  Ai 
trea^  of  1817.  It  was  ascertained  that  shoot  obb- 
third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated,  orsnralkdli 
emigrate,  to  the  Arkansas ;  and  the  delegation  pn- 
posed  to  treat  upon  that  basis,  which  was  sooedBdIa 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  tenitoiytB 
be  ceded.  With  the  view  of  throwing  the  Isnd  tobi 
ceded  within  the  limits  of  Greorgia,  and  to  sepsitk 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  the  Govenunat 
proposed,  that  all  the  lands  lying  sooth  sal  esit  tf 
Etowah,  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coast  YStm^ 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherokees ;  hut  it  wufassl 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation  to  yield  to  tkl 
prc^sition,  or  to  any  other,  more  favorable  to  Geor- 
gia, than  that  which  was  adopted.  They  were  ivk 
m  their  determination,  particularly,  not  to  beMpa»> 
ted  from  the  Creek  nation,  by  an  intervening  «Uh 
population,  and  to  cover  their  northem  bouiuiylv 
the  Tennessee  River,  which  necessarily  tiirewthts* 
sion,  made  by  the  treaty,  into  Alaha^m»^  TenoBHB^ 
and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia.  Since  tb 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  hare  hem  made,  osdff 
appropriations  of  Congress,  to  open  a  negotiate 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  fbr  further  cessbn,  M' 
which  have  proved  abortive. 

During  the  present  Winter,  a  delegation  of  Ai 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  viatsd  Ai 
Seat  of  Government,  and  the  opportunity  was  tM 
to  make  known  to  tliem  the  sentiments  of  the  Gov> 
emment,  upon  the  subject  of  additional  ceeaoa^  is 
order  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the  coovention  wA 
Qoorj^a. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  die  duBooitf  • 
acquiring  additional  cestions  from  the  Cherokee  ni- 
tion,  and  the  other  Southern  tribes,  results  firom  dieir 
ffrowing  civilization  and  knowledge,  by  which  tb^ 
have  learned  to  place  a  higher  value  upon  their  lao^ 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribesw  Many  causes  bsw 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  of  dviS- 
zation  than  other  Indians  within  our  limits.  L^ 
in  large  masses,  tfaev  do  not  feel  that  depresMS, 
which  is  invariably  felt  by  small  and  detached  tribes 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  whites.  In  sdditioB  19 
which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  their  dimil^ 
which  enables  them  to  pass  more  readily  froo  ^ 
hunter  to  the  herdsman  state ;  and  the  fertility  of  tbor 
soil,  and  the  value  of  thdr  staple  articles,  partienMr 
cottoa  To  these,  however,  must  be  added  the  bnatfi 
and  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government,  ^^"^JT 
ever  directed  a  fostering  care  to  the  Indians  wiffl* 
our  limits.  This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  G<>^"2j 
itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  exteodia 
to  the  Cherokee  nation. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  tnatf  of  Hel^ 
in  the  year  1791,  it  is  stipulated, «'  that  the  Cba«»* 
nation  may  be  led  to  a  greater  degree  ofciriliwoi^ 
and  to  become  herdsmen  and  cnltivaton,  instead  « 


DBBATBS  OF  G0NGBE8S. 


669 


1624.] 


[Seha- 


ftirther  to  assitt  Hie  said  nation  in  so  deairable  a 
pmffioit,  and,  at  tfae  »ame  time,  to  establiah  a  certain 
mode  of  oommnnication,  the  United  States  will  send 
such  and  so  many  persons  to  reside  in  said  nation,  as 
they  may  jndffe  proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number, 
wbo  shaU  quuify  themselves  to  act  as  interpreters. 
These  persons  shall  have  lands  assigned  by  the  Cher- 
okees,  for  caltivation,  for  themselves,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  office  ;  but  they  shall  be  precluded  exercis- 
ing any  kind  of  traffic. 

In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
Tarioaa  utensils  of  husbandly  have  been  abundantly 
aod  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
which  has  resulted  in  creatinff  a  taste  for  farming, 
and  the  comforts  of  civilized  me.  This  humane  pol- 
icy  of  the  Government,  since  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  has  taken,  in  some  degree,  a  new  direction. 
Certain  benevolent  societies,  in  the  year  1816,  applied 
Ibr  permission  to  make  establishments  among  the 
Cherokees,  and  other  Southern  tribes,  for  tfae  purpose 
Ckf  educating  and  instructing  them  in  the  arts  of  civil- 
ised Hfe.  Their  application  was  favorably  received. 
The  experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  Congress,  by 
tile  act  of  8d  March,  1819.  appropriated  #10,000,  an- 
nually, as  a  civilization  fund,  which  has  been  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  very  considerably  to  increase  the 
extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efforts  of  benevolent  in- 
dividuals, and  to  advance  the  work  of  Indian  civili- 


In  performing  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
'wretched  aborigines  of  our  country,  it  has  never  been 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia,  to  extingni^  the  Indian  title  within  her 
limits,  was  contravened.  The  Government  has  been 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  the  obligation, 
'which  considerations  of  humanity  imposed  on  us,  in 
relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.  Their  situation, 
ftt  best,  is  'wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  tole- 
rmble,  by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity, 
Irindness,  and  justice,  which  has  ever  characteriaeed 
the  acts  of  the  Government  towards  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant^ 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  tks  PuaiDiarr  of  thb  U.  8. 

[Accompanying  ibis  report,  .are  nearlv  a  hundred 
fwges  of  docnmentaiy  matter,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  selected  as  piesenting  the  view  of  the  subject 
'which  is  entertained  by  tlM  Bepresentatives  of  the 
State  of  Geoigia.] 

7b  tke  FrendaU  of  the  Unittd  SIoUm: 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
men oomposiiig  the  Geoxgia  delegation  to  Congress^ 
oc^iea  of  the  extraordinary  documents  (uraished  by 
persons  iriio  are  called  the  Cheroim  Detegatknu  As 
dsis  is  beKeved  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
dq>k>inatio  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Indian 
Ciif/ty  and  in  which  they  have  been  addressed  by 
the  Department  of  War  in  the  same  terms  wi^  those 
used  to  the  Representation  of  a  State,  it  becomes  a 
aolgect  of  inquiiy  in  what  light  the  Cherokees  are  at 
present  viewed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  If  as  an  independent  nation,  to  be  treated 
with  by  an  the  forms  of  diplomatic  req;>ect,  the  nego- 
tiation with  them  should  be  transfeired  to  the  De- 
wrtment  of  State,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  preceded 
D7  a  proper  examination  into  their  authority  to  speak 
ISdt  the  Cherokee  tribe,  on  matters  affedting  its  proe- 
peri^  and  existence.    If  to  be  viewed  as  otktr  Iwiif 


ant ;  as  peiaons  suffered  to  reside  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  every 
restraint  which  the  policy  and  power  of  the  Gener^ 
Government   require  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  for 
the  interest  of  the  Union,  the  interest  of  a  particular 
State,  and  their  oim  preservation,  it  is  necessary  that 
these  misguided  men  should  be  taught  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  that  there  is  no  alternative  between 
their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia and  their  extinction.    The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  deceive  them  grossly  if  they  are 
led  to  believe  that,  at  this  day,  their  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  the  fulfilment  of  Ut  obligations  to  the  State  of 
Geoigia.    Their  will  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
duties  of  the  Creneral  Government  to  iUelf  and  to 
eao4  member  of  the  Confederacy.    The  Uherokeea 
allege  (if,  indeed,  tiie  representation  made  is  made 
with  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  neither 
to  leave  nor  sell  their  lands  on  which  they  reside — 
lands  which  belong  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  oyer 
which  Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  over  which  she 
will  exercise  her  powers  whenever  any  Administra- 
tion of  the  Genenu  Government  resolves  to  fix  per- 
manentlv  upon  them  any  persons  who  are  not,  and 
whom  she  will  never  suffer  to  hteome^  her  citizens. 
The  doctrines  of  the  General  Government,  sanctioned 
b^  tfae  highest  tribunals,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  ownership  <k  the  soil.    The  Indians  are 
simply  oocupamU — ^tenants  at  'will— incapable  of  trana> 
femng  oven  their  naked  possession,  except  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  United  States,  to  the  State 
of  Georgia.     Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their 
temporary  possession  is  held,  their  head  men  have 
sought,  in  many  instances,  to  secure  from  the  United 
States  a  tide  to  the  soil  itself.    Stipuhitions  have 
been  entered  into  by  the  General  Government  equal* 
1^  contradictory  to  the  rights  of  Georgia,  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  United  States;  stipulations,  however, 
which  ahow  that  the  Genera]  Government  have  the 
acknowledged  right  to  transfer  tiie  possession  of  the 
Cherokee  lands  to  the  State  of  Georgia.    The  power 
which  takes  from  the  Cherokee  tribe  a  portion  of  soil 
to  confer  it  on  a  Cherokee  cM^,  under  a  different 
tenure,  can  rightiblly  take  from  the  Cherokee  nation 
for  the  benefit  of  a  State, 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necesd^  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  General  Government  the  consider^ 
ations  that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in 
its  contracts  with  a  member  of  the  Union.  Sinoe 
the  year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in 
the  General  Government;  and  the  just  expectation 
has  been  indulged  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  high 
duties^  the  Executive  admiiustration  would  carefuHy 
and  steadily  pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of 
the  Union  was  pledged — ^the  peaceable  extinguish- 
ment, on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  lands  within  the  territcnrial  limits  of  Georgia.  In 
1817,  the  public  declaration  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress, that  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  bv 
which,  in  exchange  for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi 
a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  lands  possessed 
by  the  Cherokee  tribe  eastward  of  that  river  in  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia, 
and  in  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  ac- 
quired, gave  a  just  expectation  that  the  national 
pledge  given  to  Georgia  would  be  redeemed.  In  the 
eight  years  which  have  succeeded,  these  anticipations 
of  tfae  President  have  been  realized  everywhere  but 
in  Georgia.    The  successive  purchases  made  sino^ 
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that  period  have  crowded  the  Cherokoes  oat  of  Ten- 
netsee,  North  Carolina,  and  Alabama,  almost  alto- 
gether into  Georgia;  and  the  terms  npon  which  they 
have  been  made,  have  created  all  the  difficulties  now 
enooontered  in  Uie  peaoefol  acquisition,  on  reasona- 
ble tenns,  of  the  lands  upon  which  the  Cherokees  are 
now  permitted  to  remain;  difficulties  which  are 
ereiy  hour  increasing,  from  the  policj  pursued  by 
the  General  Government. 

It  is  with  all  due  respect  a  subject  of  serious  in- 
quiry, what  produced  the  extraordinary  change  in 
the  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the 
treaty  of  1817?  How  it  happened  that  the  Chero- 
kees of  the  upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  perma- 
nently fixed  on  the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived, 
were  induced,  in  1819,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and 
many  of  them  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region 
beyond  the  Idississippi,  while  the  Cherokees  of  the 
lower  towns,  (most  of  them  within  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia,) anxiously  desiring  to  remove  in  1817,  were  in 
1819  tempted  to  remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire 
of  a  permanent  establishment  there?  The  same 
exertions  which  produced  this,  can  effisct  another 
change ;  can  induce  the  remnant  still  in  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  to  follow  their  brethren  to  the  West,  to  a 
territory  which  the  Creneral  Government  can  right- 
fully bestow  upon  ihem  as  a  temporaiy  or  perma- 
nent property,  without  interfering  with  the  right  or 
encroaching  upon  the  sovereignty  of  any  State.  Ar- 
gument is  not  neoessaiy  to  show,  that  a  power  which 
interposes  obstacles  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  own 
promises,  violates  its  faith ;  and  that,  to  plead  the 
mipossibility  to  perform  an  engagement  when  that 
impossibility  is  produced  by  those  who  engaged  to 
peribrm  it,  would  be  equally  dishonorable  and  hypo- 
oriticaL  The  President  is  probably  not  aware  that 
the  United  States  wiU  be  liable  to  such  accusations^ 
if  the  present  moment  is  sufifered  to  pass  without  a 
full  compliance  on  their  part  with  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  1 802.  What  has  created  the 
strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  remain 
wiiere  they  are  ?  The  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  possessions ; 
the  attempted  changes  in  the  nature  of  their  titles  to 
them ;  the  lessons  received  from  their  masters  in  the 
arts  of  civilized  life ;  the  acquisition  of  property  and 
the  desire  of  extending  and  securing  it ;  a  policy  just 
and  generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  member  of  the  Union ;  at  war,  not  less 
with  the  rights  of  that  member  of  the  Union,  than 
with  the  solemn  promises  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  United  States  have  the  same  right  to 
colonize  a  tribe  of  Indians  from  the  Columbia  or  Red 
River,  in  Geoigia,  as  they  have  to  pursue  a  system 
of  policy  whose  aim  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency 
of  the  Cherokees  within  that  State. 

If  the  Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the 
causes  of  that  unwillingness  are  to  be  traced  to  the 
United  States.  If  a  peaceable  purchase  cannot  be 
made  in  the  ordinaxy  mode,  nothing  remains  to  be 
done  but  to  order  their  removal  to  a  designated  ter- 
ritory beyond  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  giving  an 
ample  equivalent  for  the  territory  left  by  them,  and 
an  ample  support  to  the  territory  granted  to  them. 
An  order  of  this  kind  will  not  be  dii^regarded  by  the 
Cherokee  tribe,  whose  interest  will  be  essentially  pro- 
moted by  a  compliance  with  it,  (whatever  may  be 
the  effect  of  it  upon  a  few  chief  men,  who  seem  to 
consider  their  own  interest  as  separate  and  distinct 


from  that  of  their  brethren,)  aa  it  must  be  oMa 
that  a  tranquil  and  uudisturoed  poasesBon  of  s  |» 
manent  property  can  alone  enable  them  to  seqai 
the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure  to  tkcB  % 
benefita 

Our  duty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  igoit 
the  policy  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  tiie  intoob 
of  Georgia  have  been  disregarded,  to  the  wxaafik- 
ment  of  other  objects  of  general  interest ;  and  s  a» 
plianoe  with  a  solemn  promise  postponed,  for  tk  b»- 
quisition  of  territory  for  the  Genoral  Gownaneit; 
and  by  insisting,  as  we  do,  most  eamesUj,  vfn.  a 
immediate  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  i  iibtA- 
cles  of  cession,  concluded  in  1802,  as  the  only  mam 
by  which  justice  can  be  done  to  ihe  State  we  icf» 
sent,  and  the  character  of  the  General  Gonanei 
be  vindicated. 

J.  ELLIOTT, 

N.  WARE,  SmaUn. 

JOEL  ABBOT, 
GEO.  CART, 
TH.  W.  COBB, 
W.  CDTHBERT, 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 
WILEY  THOMPSON, 


WjAHmoTOir,  March  10,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  t^i 

Claiim  againtt  the  United  Statm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virgiiua,  ^ 
bill  *^  providing  for  the  settlement  of  peconii? 
claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  tafai 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  n>oke  in  support  (li 
the  bilL    Ue  adverted  to  the  numeroos  erk 
of  deciding  private  pecnniaiy  claims  agsi^ 
the  United  States  in  Gongreo — he  eoneeM 
that  it  could  not  be  dijffieolt  to  find  a  nmedf* 
There  was  no  individmd  who  must  not  beoflt* 
vinoed  of  the  impropriety  of  deciding  tnM 
claims  by  Congress.     Such  trials  diminiBlM' 
the  dignity  of  the  Legislature,  and  would  be 
likely  to  avert  firom  it  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple.   It  would  save  the  time  of  Gongreo^  to  ^ 
directed  to  higher  objects,  such  as  the  impofttft 
reports  from  the  d&erent  offices.    Mitten  flf 
importance  were  so  mingled  up  with  trifiib* 
ties,  that  sufficient  attention  was  not  poi  |> 
them.    It  had  been  saggested  that  a  botrdv 
commissioners  ought  to  be  appoiuted  lor  tbs 
purpose.    This  pl^  was  not  liable  to  so  n|g 
objections  as  their  trial  by  GongreaR^  ^  ^ 
would  have  its  attendant  evils.    At  prtso^ 
reiected  claims  cost  more  than  those  ^^^^^ 
allowed.    Many  are  acknowledged  to  be  M. 
but  yet,  year  after  year,  they  are  before  0* 
gross.    In  this  respect  a  board  of  oonunisaofr 
ers  would  be  better  than  Congress.   It » ■* 
that  the  people  havp  always  a  right  to  petin* 
Congress.    He  denied  the  position.    To  obtj^ 
the  passage  of  general  laws  they  mk^it  b^ 
that  right ;  but  not  to  make  repeated  app^ 
on  private  claims.    He  spoke  of  the  prwo*  • 
courts  of  Justice,  where  claims,  when  oBce*" 
cided,  could  not  again  be  brought  up.  it^ 
not  consonant  with  the  prindplee  of  liberty'' 
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allow  these  ex  parte  trials ;  in  which  a  case  was 
too  often  ffained  by  teasing,  rather  than  by  its 
justice.  The  practice  was,  as  Mr.  T.  thonghL 
at  Tarianoe  with  the  constitution.  The  United 
States  could  not  prefer  a  petition  to  Oongress, 
to  obtain  pay  of  an  individual.  One  party, 
then,  had  a  recourse  which  the  other  haa  not 
This  court  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all 
parties. 

Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  bill  and  read  it,  sec- 
tion by  section,  to  show  the  merits  of  each. 

The  first  section  iprovides,  that  every  daim- 
ant  against  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
right  to  bring  forward  all  his  claims,  whether 
legal  or  equitable,  in  any  district  or  circuit 
oonrt  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  held  that 
this  would  be  much  bettor  for  the  claimants — 
they  would  be  tried  at  home— and,  altibiough 
there  would  be  no  impartiality  or  incongruity 
in  the  Judgments,  yet  equal  justice  woiDd  be 
done.  Justice  would  also  be  done  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  accounts  must  be  first  submit- 
ted to  the  accounting  officers,  and  if  ^e  claim- 
ant afterwards  should  see  fit  to  bring  an  action, 
in  the  nature  of  a  suit  of  chancery,  he  may  do 
it  and  that  court  is  to  be  ftumished  with  a 
mtement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
€f  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  re- 
jected by  the  Department 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.,  a 
Bubatantial  regulation  for  the  attainment  of  Jus- 
tioe,  the  witnesses  in  the  case  are  to  be  regu- 
larlj  examined  and  questioned  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  an  imparnal  person.  This,  Mr.  T. 
said,  would  be  vastly  better  than  the  practice, 
now  pursued,  of  taldng  such  kind  of  evidence 
as  was  taken  by  Congress,  which,  if  it  deserved 
the  namcL  was  only  expa/rte.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  pitoge  into  a  system  which  coidd  not 
be  remedied  afterwards. 

The  third  section  provides  for  empannelling 
a  jury,  when  there  should  be  such  circumstan- 
oes  aa,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  should  re- 
quire ajury  to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  Attomey-Gtoeral 
the  power  to  file  suggestions  or  interrogatories 
to  the  daunants— the  fsusts  suggested  to  be 
taken  as  truth  if  not  properly  answered.  This, 
Mr.  T.  said,  was  simitar  to  a  cross  bill  in  chan- 
cery— ^it  was  to  operate  when  there  was  a 
frandnlent  concealment  of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  claimant  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States,  without  bona  to  prosecute  the  suit ;  ftur- 
nishing  the  creditor  with  every  possible  ad- 
Yantage  which  could  be  expected  to  be  fdlowed. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of 
the  court  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed 
for  claimants,  but  no  costs  to  be  rendered 
against  the  claimants  in  case  the  suit  is  dis- 
missed, except  for  counsel. 

Mr.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made 
would  be  dmy  weighed,  and  that  the  biU  would 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tame. 

Mr.  HoLUxs,  of  Maine,  said  he  was  too  timid 
a  politician,  to  wish  to  go  very  deep,  at  first. 
Vol.  YIL-^ 


into  any  new  plans  of  government.  Ho  wished 
to  propose  another  amendment,  to  limit  the 
time  of  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  proposed 
a  new  section,  to  limit  the  continuance  of  the 
bill  to  three  years.    This  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  to  include  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bm. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  limiting  the  amount  of 
any  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  was  filled  with  $8,000. 

The  blank  fixins  the  amount  of  any  claims 
which  should  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  was  then  moved  to  be  filled  with 
$1,000. 

Mr.  LowBiB  thouffht  that  cases,  involving 
great  principles  might  come  before  the  courts 
below,  though  the  amount  of  the  claim  might  be 
small.  He  thought  there  ought  not  to  h^  any 
limit  to  the  right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Houos,  of  Maine^  replied  to  Mr.  Lowbib. 
He  was  ui  &vor  of  limiting  the  amount  upon 
which  an  appropriation  should  be  made. 

It  was  then  determined  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$500. 

Mr.  Maoon  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill, 
to  which  Mr.  Tatlob  replied. 

Mr.  Chahbleb  thought  that  the  claimant 
ought  to  pay  the  costs  of  his  suit,  the  expenses 
of  Juries,  dec.,  as  well  as  Ms  counsel  To  this 
objection  Messrs.  Holmbs  of  Maine,  Tatlob 
of  Yirginia,  and  Edwabds  of  Connecticut,  re- 
plied. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Trubsdat,  April  8. 
Impritonmmt  Jbr  Debt. 

Mr.  JoHRsoir,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request 
some  member  who  voted  for  tne  recommitment 
of  the  bill  'Ho  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,** 
to  do  him  the  fkvor  to  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote.  1^  wish  was  to  have  a  distmct 
vote  taken  on  the  bilL  Such  a  vote  would  not 
affect  the  proposition  contained  in  the  instruc- 
tions whion  were  given  to  the  committee,  on 
the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  at  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  member  firom  South  Carolina. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  snlject  upon  the 
Senate,  but  hoped  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  him  to  record  his  rote  in  fiivor  of 
thebilL 

Mr.  Thokab,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of  re- 
commitment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  firom  Kentucky,  that 
the  vote  by  wnich  the  bill  was  recommitted 
should  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Hatsx  opposed  the  reconsideration  of 
that  vote.  He  said  he  had  stated,  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  that  he 
wished  no  member,  who  was  in  favor  of  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  would  vote  for  its  re- 
commitment; and  he  considered  that  vote  as 
distinctly  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
that  subject    Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  consider  the 
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principles  of  tbe  bill,  and  said,  he  believed  it 
altogether  an  inefficient  remedy  for  the  eyils 
"Rrhich  were  intended  to  be  met  bj  it.  With 
this  view,  he  had  moved  to  instmct  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  gen- 
eral system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  the  vote 
to  recommit  would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  &vor  of 
reconsideration;  and  proceeded  to  show  why 
this  bill  ought  to  be  passed,  withont  reference 
to  a  bankrupt  system. 

Mr.  LowBiB  had  not  considered  the  vote  to 
recommit,  as  deciding  against  the  eventual  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  But  as  it  was  now  avowed  to 
have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the 
bill,  and,  as  he  did  not  like  to  have  it  thrown 
out  of  the  Senate  in  that  way,  he  should  vote 
for  its  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mills  was  opposed  to  reconsideration. 
He  considered  the  vote  to  commit,  as  a  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  bill,  patched 
as  it  was,  with  amendments,  ought  not  to  pass, 
in  its  present  shape.  He  went  on  to  make 
some  further  remarks  against  the  bill  itself  and 
against  the  reconsideratioa  He  thought  it 
ought  not  to  be  taken  up  again,  in  its  present 
form,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Some  further  discussion,  involving  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  took  place — ^in  which  Messrs. 
Maoon,  Holmxs  of  Maine,  Johhson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Yan  Buben,  Findlat,  Llotd  of  Massar 
chusetts,  Ohandlbb,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Mills, 
Taylob  of  Virginia,  and  Noblb,  engaged.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  reconndering  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  reconmiitted,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yka& — ^Measn.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  MiBsiflsippi, 
Jaokflon,  Johnson  of  Kentnoky,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  lAnman,  Lowrie,  MoBvaine,  Ma- 
oon, Rnggles,  Smith,  Talbo^  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bnren — 23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D'WoIf,  Ed- 
wards, Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  MiS,  Noble,  Parrott,  §^- 
mour,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 18. 

The  vote  to  reoomnut  the  bill  having  been 
thus  reconsidered,  the  question  again  recurred 
upon  reconunitting  it.  That  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  without  division. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. He  proceeded  to  show  the  olgections 
which  existed,  in  his  mind,  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  He  was  perfectiy  willing  to  vote  for 
a  system  which  should  relieve  the  honest  debt- 
or; and  he  believed  such  a  one  might  be  easi- 
ly drawn,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  creditor 
and  the  debtor  might  be  preserved;  but  he  be- 
lieved this  bill  to  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
that  effect. 

Messrs.  Van  Bubkn,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Bbanoh, 
ITacaot,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  addressed 


the  Senate  in  ttLYor  of  the  bill,  sod  Mbb 
Mills  and  Hatns  against  it 

The  question  oxk  postponiDg  the  bOl  ioirf* 
nitely  was  then  put,  and  dedded  in  ^  M|pr 
tive,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ckytoo,  ^i> 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  KlsgtfSv 
York,  Kn^t,  Mills,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Bugi^S^ 
moor,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams.— 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandkr,  IM 
Ptndlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  IfisHS^ 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentacky ,  J.  S.  JoiuutQi,  Uf. 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  McDvaine,  Macon,  Smid^Tiib^ 
Taylor  of  IncUana,  Taylor  of  Tirgima,  T^aam,  ai 
Van  Bnren— 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  pos^ 
the  bill  indefinitely,  it  came  up  agsin  fbrooi- 
sideration.  Some  amendments,  in  its  detail 
were  proposed  by  Messrs.  Eato5,  EoucBtf 
Maine,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dtex,  snd  were  i|m1 
to.  The  Question  was  then  taken  on  pastai 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thira  ^ 
and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Fridat,  April  9. 

Impruonment/ar  Ddt 

The  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  d^' 
was  read  the  third  time.  Objections  wR 
then  made  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Hott 
Lashak,  Mills,  Van  Dtxs,  and  Eiiitt* 
which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Ttf 
Bttben,  and  Johnsok  of  Kentucky.  Oim  > 
two  immaterial  amendments  were  made,l|f 

feneral  consent.  An  amendment  proposed^ 
[r.  JoBKBOH  of  Kentucky,  was  objected  to  ^ 
Mr.  HATi!nE — and  one  submitted  byMr-Tn 
BuBSN,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lowiaij^ 
could  not,  therefore,  be  received;  asnoJJK*" 
ment  can  be  considered,  after  the  third  lei^ 
of  a  bill,  except  by  general  consent 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  £&>!('' 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  tbe  affinnstnA 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Br8iich,M 
Findlay,  Hohnes  of  Maine,  Jat^soo,  Joboson  oW' 
tacky,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnstoa,  ^« 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  MssodflB^ 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Maoon,  SmiA,  Tslbot,  T»jW« 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Ysa  w"^ 
and  Williams— 24. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  CW 
lyWoH  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hsyne,  MJ 
of  New  York,  Mills,  Noble,  Pahner,  Panott,  »«* 
Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  and  Waio— 19. 

So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate.  y 

The  usual  question  on  the  title  being  1*^^ 
Mills  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out  He  twwjP 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  concur  wiw* 
title— and  that  it  was  holding  out  an  «Pf^ 
of  a  general  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  fl»J 
when  such  a  thing  was  not  to  be  eff«ciec^ 
bill.    He  proposed  to  substitute  the  foliowffll; 

"  A  bill  to  regulate  the  processes  of  «»„  *KJ 
of  the  United  States,  in  oertain  caa^    ^ 
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as  ol^eoted  to  hj  If essrs.  Jobotooh  of  Een- 
loky,  Taibot,  and  Holmes  of  Maine.  It  was 
mtended,  by  the  friends  of  the  bi]l,  that  they 
ight,  at  least,  to  have  the  privileffe  of  naming 
lelr  own  child — ^that  there  oonld  be  no  hann 
i  leading  the  people  to  the  sweet  belief^  for  a 
»w  wee^  at  least,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
t0  to  be  abolished — and  that,  as  so  many 
nendroents  had  been  made  in  the  bill,  the  title, 
Blng  Uie  best  remaining  part  of  it,  onght  not 

>  be  lost  The  question  was  then  pat,  nnon 
riking  ont  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  deoiaea  in 
le  negative. 

Mr.  Ohandlbb  moved  to  amend  the  title^  by 
Iding  to  it  the  words,  ^in  certain  cases;" 

>  as  to  read,  *^a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
NT  debt,  in  certain  cases."  This  was  not 
j[;reed  to.  The  original  titie  was  approved; 
ad  the  bill  sent  to  the  otiber  Hoose  for  ooncnr- 

BDCe. 


Monday,  AprQ  IS. 
Claim  of  Virffinict. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

^BSSIDSNT  OF  THB  UnITED  StATBS: 

hike  Senate  of  the  UniteiStaiee: 

The  Executive  of  Virginia  having  reqaested  pay- 
lent  of  the  amount  of  interest,  paid  by  the  State, 
xt  moneys  botrowed  by  it,  for  services  rendered  by 
lie  miliHa,  in  the  late  war,  and  soch  claim  not  b«ng 
llowable,  aoeording  to  the  oniform  decisions  of  the 
ooovnting  officers  of  the  Government,  I  sobmit  the 
abject  to  yonr  consideration,  with  a  report  from  the 
lecretaxy  of  War,  and  all  the  docmnents  connected 
nth  it 

The  following  are  the  cironmstances  on  which 
his  claim  is  foonded :  From  an  early  stage  of  the 
rar,  the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  entered  occasionally 
be  Chesapeake  Bay,  and,  menacing  its  shores,  and 
hose  of  the  principal  rivers  emptying  into  it,  sab- 
acted  the  neighboring  militia  to  cfdls  from  the  local 
nthorities,  for  the  defence  of  the  parts  thnsmeiuMed. 
rhe  pressure  was  most  sensibly  felt  in  1814,  after 
he  attack  on  this  city,  and  its  captore,  when  the  in- 
aiding  force,  retiring  to  its  sqna^on,  menaced  aHke 
Ultimore,  Norfolk,  and  Richmond.  The  attack  on 
his  city  had  induced  a  call,  by  tiie  Department  of 
XTar,  for  large  detachments  of  the  militia  of  Penn- 
ylvania,  Maiyland,  and  Vuginia,  which,  being  col- 
Bcted  in  this  qnarter,  and  the  enemy  beaxing,  m  the 
fnt  instance,  on  Baltimore,  were  ordered  to  its  de- 
vice. As  early  as  the  81st  of  August,  notice  was 
^ven  by  the  Secreta^  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of 
rixgioia,  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
ian^r  to  which  Richmond,  as  weU  as  Norfolk  and 
^tunore,  were  exposed,  and  he  was  also  anthorixed 
uid  enjoined  to  be  on  his  guard,  prepared  at  every 
loiiit,  and  in  eveiy  circumstance  to  meet  and  repel 
^invaders.  This  notice  was  repeated  several  times 
uverwards,  until  the  enemy  left  the  bay,  and  moved 
to  the  South. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  State  had  augmented 
» taxes  to  meet  the  pressure  ;  but,  the  funds  being 
wH  inadequate,  it  borrowed  money  to  a  considerable 
■mount,  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
™tla,  for  the  services  thus  renderad.  The  calls 
vtnch  had  been  made,  except  for  the  brigades  in  I 


this  quarter,  and  at  Norfolk,  being  made  by  the 
State,  the  settlement  with  those  corps,  and  the  pay- 
ment for  their  services  were  made,  according  to  the 
rules  and  usages  of  the  Department,  by  the  State, 
and  not  by  the  United  States.  On  the  settlement 
by  the  State,  after  the  peace,  with  the  accounting 
dfioen  of  the  Government,  the  reimbursement  of  the 
interest,  which  the  State  had  paid,  on  the  sums  thus 
borrowed,  and  paid  by  the  mUitia,  was  claimed,  but 
not  allowed,  for  the  reason  above  stated.  It  is  this 
claim  which  I  now  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Coogress. 

It  need  soaroehr  be  remarked,  that,  where  a  State 
advances  money  tor  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  a  puipose  authoriied  by  it,  tibat  the  claim 
for  the  interest  of  the  amount  thus  advanced,  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  State,  is  reasonable  and  just 
The  claim  is  the  stronger  under  the  circumstances 
which  existed  when  those  advances  were  made,  it 
being  at  a  period  of  great  difficulty,  when  the  United 
States  were  compelled  to  borrow  very  large  sums, 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Had  the  State  not 
borrowed  this  money,  the  militia,  whose  services 
have  been  recognised  since  by  the  nation,  must 
have  been  disbanded,  and  the  State  left  without 
defence. 

The  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  equally  well  founded, 
when  a  Stale  advances  money  which  it  has  in  its 
Treasozy,  or  which  it  raises  by  taxes,  to  meet  the 
current  demand. 

In  submitting  this  daim  to  your  consideration,  it 
is  pix^r  to  observe,  that  many-  other  States  have 
like  claims  with  those  of  Yiigmia,  and  that  all  those 
similarly  circumstanced,  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  principle, 
which  is  deemed  just,  and  with  the  view,  that  tiie 
provision  which  may  be  made  respecting  it,  may  be 
extended  alike  to  all  the  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


TussDAT,  April  18. 
ChfMnerce  with  Portugal. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  me  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  **  to  oanse  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  so  mndi  of  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Oourt  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the 
commercial  relations  ^tween  the  two  countries ; 
together  with  such  other  infonnation  connected 
therewith  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  with- 
out ii\jury  to  the  public  interest;  be  made 
known^'  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Llotd  observed,  that,  as  he  introduced 
the  resolution,  it  might  be  considered  incumbent 
on  him  to  state  the  views  which  had  led  him  to 
do  it  The  resolution  had  reference  rather  to 
the  respective  aspects  of  our  trade  with  that 
Kingdom,  than  to  the  present  situation  of  it ; 
the  hitter  was  too  well  Known  to  be  in  a  de- 
pressed and  dinunished  state.  For  a  long  series 
of  years  our  commercial  relations  with  Porta- 
gal  had  been,  he  said,  of  the  most  beneficial  and 
reciprocally  acceptable  character.     It  was  a 
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trade  which  seemed  peooliarlj  to  entitle  itself 
to  the  favor  of  the  political  economists  of  the 
present  daj.  It  was  a  trade  prosecuted  almost 
entirely  from  the  domestic  or  nome  prodnctions 
of  the  United  States — ^in  the  fish,  in  the  provi- 
sions ^nerally,  and  the  pearl  ashes  of  the 
North ;  hnt  principally  in  the  bread  staffs— the 
com,  the  wneat^  the  flour,  the  rice,  and  the 
staves  of  the  South.  Our  exports  ia  it^  former- 
ly, very  much  exceeded  our  imports;  while  we 
e^x>rted  no  specie  to  Portugal,  but,  at  times, 
received  coBsidera^le  sums  in  dollars  from  it,  as 
returns  for  our  outward  cargoes;  and  lK>th 
these  cirouDstanoes  were  strong  recommend** 
tions  of  it  to  the  same  sobooL 

Another  coarse  of  this  trade,  was  to  send  out 
to  Portugal,  from  the  United  States,  valuable 
cargoes  of  domestic  produce ;  for  we  were  al- 
lowed to  carry  none  other,  of  any  consequence, 
for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  ftmds  there  for 
more  aistant  objects ;  the  .  vessels  returning 
home  with  a  ballast  of  salt,  with  k  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  outward  cargoes,  mvested  in 
wines,  and  a  very  small  part  also  in  fruit,  leav- 
ing the  residue  of  their  funds  to  fnmifui  the 
specie  means  for  the  prosecution  of  our  West 
India  trade,  the  vessels  touching  at  Lisbon,  on 
their  passage  out,  to  receive  it ;  and  also  to  pro- 
vide remittances  to  London  and  Amsterdam,  in 
payment  for  cargoes  of  Russian  and  Swedish 

groducts,  for  our  vessels  to  bring  to  the  United 
tates.  This  was  the  state  of  the  trade  former- 
ly. All  parties  were  satisfied  with  it,  for  it 
ftuniahed  the  most  steady  market  in  Europe  for 
our  domestic  productions ;  and  the  international 
feelings  to  wmch  it  gave  rise  were  of  the  most 
grateral  character.  Mr.  L.  said  he  recollected, 
perfectly  well,  a  conversation  on  this  subject, 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  have,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  since,  with  the  very  distinguished 
statesman  then  at  the  head  of  tiie  Government, 
Mr.  Madison,  who  remarked  to  him  that,  with 
no  power  in  Europe  had  our  foreiffn  relations 
been  on  so  uniformly  a  friendly  footmg,  as  tiiiose 
with  the  Government  of  Portugal  He  said  we 
had  never  made  a  request  to  Portugal,  which 
she  had  not  acceded  to. 

Thus  the  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries remained,  Mr.  L.  believed,  with  the  inter- 
mission of  the  late  war,  until  the  year  1816, 
when  the  tariff  of  that  year  operated  so  ii\Ju- 
riously  on  the  trade  in  the  wines  ^  Portugal, 
as  to  induce  the  €k>vemment  of  that  country 
strongly  to  remonstrate  against  it  as  a  very 
onerous  imposition  on  the  principal  article  of 
her  exportfiCand  as  unfriendly  to  her  intercourse 
with  us. '  Her  remonstrances,  however,  being 
unavailing,  after  a  time  she  resorted  to  another 
course,  which,  perhaps,  before  long,  may  be 
resorted  to  by  other  powers  than  Portugal,  and 
perhapa  for  more  thim  one  of  the  great  staples 
of  the  country.  She  either  exclude^  altogetner, 
the  com  of  the  United  States,  or  so  heavily 
taxed  it  with  our  flour,  as  to  amount  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  to  a  prohibition.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  soon  as  the  tariff  of  1816  came 


into  operation,  the  exportation  of  Portaalvte 
immediately  decreased  more  than  one-yi 

To  remedy  this  unpleasant  feeling,  ni  Ik 
deranged  commerdal  relations  between  tbetn 
countnes,  he  had  understood  were  tl)«  ^i^ 
for  which  General  Dearborn  had  been  rata 
Lisbon,  with  the  expectation  that  he  mi^h 
able  to  negotiate  a  commerdal  treaty,  or  mta 
some  acceptable  arrangement  with  the  Piiti' 
guese  Government  which  might  restore  th«  fer 
mer  good  feelings  and  friendly  interooamW 
tween  the  two  nations.  The  object  of  the  p 
posed  resolution  was  to  ascertain  how  &r  tUi 
attempt  had  been  sueoessfii],  or  what  proiptt 
there  was  that  it  might  oome  so  heresftcL 

And  while  speaking  on  this  snbjeot,  Ke.  I 
said,  he  thought  it  might  not  be  whollj  eda 
were  he  to  retrace,  very  briefly,  the  effect  ii 
had  been  produced  on  the  trade  with  Fortq^ 
by  the  tanfis  which  hftd,  at  different  tamee^te 
adopted  in  the  United  States,  operatisg  i?« 
her  principal  article  of  ejn>ort,  her  wines,  wk 
whicn,  from  sdf-4efence,  she  would  feel  beiri 
bound  to  protect;  and  the  effect  tiiej  had  ds 
produced  on  the  trade  of  the  UnitedStatovtt 
ner. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  Federal  Goto* 
ment,  on  the  enactment  of  the  first  tanff  liVt* 
1790,  a  duty  was  laid  on  the  wines  of  F^vtp^ 
of  eighteen  cents  a  gallon  on  the  fai^-pm 
Madeira,  and  ten  cents  a  gallon  onlisbonm 
This  was  a  very  low  rate  of  duty.  It  w«  (*• 
vious  the  article  was  susceptible^  witiioatiqjvK 
of  a  much  higher  rate;  aocordmgly,  twojitf 
after,  in  1T92,  when  the  law  was  renNd,lii 
duty  was  greatiy  increased^  and  fifty-six  ert 
was  then  imposed  on  Madeira,  and  twenty-t* 
cents  per  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine,  which  pitA^ 
bly  was  about  as  high  a  rate  of  duty  tf  ■ 
articles  would  bear.  And  thus  it  remv 
until  1800,  when  the  tariff  was  a^ainadTamj 
but  the  wise  men  who  then  had  m  charge  w 
law,  judiciously  supposed  that  the  existiiig^ 
on  wines  had  nearly  reached  the  acme  at  twJ 
it  would  be  productive ;  they  therefore  towW 
these  articles  very  lightly,  oontentiM  thej 
selves  with  imposing  only  two  oente  additiaB 
a  ffallon  on  Madeira  wine,  and  Hy^  oeBtstf 
LisDon.  Thus  it  remained,  and  the  ^^^^ 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  ezpiaM 
to  their  mutual  benefit,  until  the  tariff  W 
of  1816  prevailed.  The  effect  of  that  po»7 
became  instantiy  visible.  What  it  was,  w»i" 
inquiry  of  some  point,  and  would  attiac*  t» 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

In  the  custom-house  year,  1815-18,  we  im- 
ported into  the  United  States —  __^ 
Of  Lisbon  wine  -  -  664,«08gaD«* 
Of  Madeira      -        -        -       814,891  ^ 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  t*nffrfjrj 
which  raised  the  duty  90  per  cent  on  MadeWj 
and  more  than  sixty  per  cent  on  lisboa  wtb^i 
and  the  very  next  succeeding  jeu  theippg**' 
tion  of  the  first  fell  off  nearly  one-hatf-;** 
814,891  gaUons,  to  186,108  gallons;  awflT wj 
second  more   than  two-thirds— fiom  eW^'*^ 
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ffallonB,  to  194,187  gaUone ;  fhrniahing  a  good 
fesson  to  financiers.  And  the  trade,  he  said, 
had  remained  crippled  from  that  time  to  Hie 
present;  for,  in  1828,  we  imported  only  180,007 
gaUons  of  Madeira,  and  124,101  gallons  of  Lis- 
Don  wine — ^being  less  than  one-half  the  qnanti- 
ty  we  had  imported  so  long  affo  as  twenty-five 
years,  since  which  our  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  and  onr  agricultural  products 
quadrupled. 

The  same  tariff  of  1816  had  also  affected  our 
exports  to  Portugal  in  another  way ;  it  had  al- 
most extinguish^  the  trade  to  Bengal,  and  the 
exportation  of  doinestic  produce  in  part  to  pay 
for  it;  a  trade  which  formerly  employed  thirty 
or  forty  fine  ships  and  occupied  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  capital ;  and  another  tariff 
bill,  if  it  passed,  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  hemp 
and  iron,  would  deal  out  the  same  fate  to  about 
four  times  the  same  number  and  description  of 
vessels  now  engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  North 
Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

These  were  the  views,  Mr.  L.  said,  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  he  hoped  it  might  be  accept- 
able to  the  Senate  to  pass. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  division. 


Fbibat,  April  16. 
Glurokee  IniiomM  in  Gwrgi<K 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
delegation  of  the  Oherokee  Nation,  at  present 
at  Uie  Seat  of  Government,  relative  to  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  on  the 
Indian  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Geor^a, 
and  /mimadverting  on  the  paper  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Georgia  delegation  in  Oongress. 

The  communication  being  read,  Mr.  Elliott 
aaid  he  objected  to  a  contest  of  tills  character, 
in  this  place,  with  the  Oherokee  delegation. 
He  knew  them  only  as  other  Indians,  and  to  be 
treated  with  as  such.  If  ^ej  daim  to  repre- 
sent an  independent  nation,  why  do  they  ad- 
dress this  body  directly,  ana  not  through  the 
Department  of  State?  IBut,  if  they  seek  to  be 
heard  in  their  real  character^  they  should  pre- 
sent their  claims  to  our  consideration,  through 
the  War  Department.  The  course  now  at- 
tempted, is  novel  and  inadmissible,  and  he 
hoped  the  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.  It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


TUESDAT,  April  20. 

Offwrt  for  the  Trial  of  Cflaims  agaimi  the 

United  Statee. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Oommit- 
tee,  ^  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  t^e  United  States," 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Yir^ia,  spoke 
in  fiAVor  of  the  bill;  Mr.  Yak  Buben  moved 


its  indefinite  postponement^  and  made  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  that  motion.  M^.  Lak- 
MAN,  also,  advocated  the  postponement ;  and 
Mr.  Babboub  opposed  it  The  question  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Tbas.— MessFB.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  DWolf; 
Edwards,  Findlay,  GaDlard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Rnggles,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Tan  Bnren,  and  Williams. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Eentacky,  Heniy 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New  York, 
Uoyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massadnisetts,  Maoon, 
Pafaner,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  "^^iginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  amendment  made  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  limiting  the  amount  of  anv  claim  to  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  t^is  bill,  to 
three  thousand  dollars,  was  objected  to  by  jfr. 
H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  The  amendments, 
however,  were  all  agreed  to.  Mr.  Lowrix  ad- 
vanced some  objections  to  the  bill ;  to  which 
Mr.  Tatlob,  of  YirgLnia,  replied: 

Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  a  provision,  that  no  claim  of  more 

than years^  standing,  shall  be  entitled  to 

the  benefits  of  this  acL  nor  any  claim  which 
has  been  rejected  by  eitner  House  of  Oongress. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaoeson,  the  blank  was 
filled  with  '*  twelve."  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hatnb  moved  a  new  section,  to  give 
the  Oongress  the  power  of  revising  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  rendered  under  this  act.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAB. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Havne,  Holmes  of  Mune,  Jadcson,  Johnson  of  Ken* 
tacky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Khig 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lbyd  of  Massachn* 
setts,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Tn<<iyif^^ 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

NATa.~Me88r8.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Woll^ 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillaxd,  £ng  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Jjinman,  Lowrie,  Palmer,  Parrott^ 
Boggles,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  Wil- 
liams. 


Fbdoat,  April  28. 
Surveys  for  Roads  and  Oanah, 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  vesterday,  being  the  bill  from  |}ie  other 
House  "to  provide  for  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals;^'  Mr.  Babboub  in  the 
Ohair. 

Mr.  Talbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks he  had  heretofora  made  on  this  subject. 
He  conceived  that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for 
this  bill,  would  thereby  pledge  himself  to  sup- 
port a  general  system  of  internal  improvements, 
when  we  same  should  be  brought  foTward, 
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Mr.  Smith  thoagbt  that  the  paasage  of  this 
bill  might  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a  recognition 
of  the  power  of  Congrees  to  oonstract  roads 
and  caDfds;  he  feared  that  it  might  be  con- 
sidered as  the  entering  wedge  to  the  great  bjs- 
tem  of  improvements,  the  power  to  adopt 
which,  he  K>r  one  was  not  disposed  to  admit 
He,  therefore,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
attaching  to  it  a  proviso,  *^  that  nothing  herein 
oontained  shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  admit  the 
power  of  Congress,  on  their  own  authority, 
to  make  roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  RuooLBB  made  some  remarks  in  fiivor  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursning  snch 
measures  as  would  tend  to  prodnoe  a  more  in- 
timate connection  between  the  Atlantic  States 
and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  must 
hereafter  contain  a  population  bearing  a  great 
proportion  to  that  of  the  whole  country.  The 
mterest  of  both  tiiese  sections  of  our  country, 
he  argued,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such 
a  measure. 

Messrs.  Eatozt,  Bbowv.  Llotd  of  Maryland, 
JoHHSOH  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  NoBLB,  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Mills,  Yak  Dtkx,  and  Smith,  sup- 
ported it  Mr.  Yah  Dtkb  proposed  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  inserting  a  provision  that, 
previous  to  any  survey  being  made  tmder  this 
act,  the  consent  of  the  State  in  which  such  sur- 
vey is  to  be  made  shaU  be  obtained.  Messrs. 
BuGouzs  and  Bbnton  made  a  few  remarlu  on 
this  subject.  The  question  was  then  put,  and 
decided  against  Mr.  Yan  Dtkb^s  amendment, 
as  follows : 

Tkis.— Measn,  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Elliott, 
Gafllard,  King  of  New  York,  Uoyd  of  MasBachoMtti, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Yirgima, 
Yan  Buren,  Yandyke,  and  Ware — 16. 

Natb. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  flndlay,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Jackson,  John* 
son  of  Kentocky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S. 
Johnston  ci  Lonisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lloyd'  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mdlvaine,  Rnggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
WiUiams-.28. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Smith.  Upon  this 
Question  Messrs.  Maoon,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Ihandlbb,  and  Koblb,  made  a  few  observations. 
Mr.  Ohandlsb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  ^^  admit,"  and 
inserting  in  its  stead  the  word  **  deny,*'  so  that 
it  should  read  "  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  cteny  the  power  of 
Congress,  on  their  own  authority,  to  make 
roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the  Union." 
This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Tat- 
LOB  of  Yirginia,  Bbown,  and  Hatnb.  The 
question  was  put,  and  deciaed  in  the  negative- 
ayes  10,  noes  86,  as  follows: 

Txas. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Uoyd  of  Massadhnsetts,  Boggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 


NATflL—Messa.  Barbour,  BeD,  BcBfios,  In^ 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf;  DidLerBoa,  £atai,lt 
wards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillazd,  Hoiimaaf  Ma, 
Holmes  of  Mismasippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  «f  Eola^ 
Heniy  Johnson,  King  of  Alabama,  Cog  cf  N«v  Tii 
Knight,  Lanman,  Uoyd  of  Maxyland,  hm*,  % 
nvuoe,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smitli,  Tl^ 
of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Yirgima,  Tbomsi,  YuBiis, 
Yan  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment,  m  p 
posed  by  Mr.  Smttb,  was  then  put^  and  dm 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yjbas.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Brandi,  Cbafc 
Clayton,  D'Wolf;  EUiott,  Findlay,  GflOlsrd,  Belas 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Tit 
lioyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  MHU,  Palmer,  Ssi 
Taylor  of  Yizgmia,  Yan  Bnren,  Van  Dyb,  m 
Ware— 21. 

Nats. — Messrsi  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Di^ 
son,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Miflis^ 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johosoo  of  Loe» 
ana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lomsimna,  Kelly,  Kmg^  I» 
man,  Uoyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  McDTaiiK,  Hahk 
Rnggles,  Scymonr,  Talbot,  Taykv  cf  ladi^ 
Thomas,  and  Williams— 25. 

Mr.  Hatkk  then  moved  to  postoonethe  i» 
ther  consideration  of  tiie  bill  until  Taesdijoril 
This  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  Ai 
grounds  upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  bl 
— he  did  not  consider  it  as  involving  the  qw* 
tion  upon  the  constitutional  right  of  GoiM 
to  make  public  improvements^-bot  pen^* 
a  means  of  obtaining  information,  which  ]#i 
be  of  great  importance  to  the  GoTmniieDt 

Mr.  Maoon  ezpliuned  the  reasons  vhr  li 
should  vote  against  the  bilL  He  coold  not  t^ 
lieve  Uiat  this  biU  was  dear  from  the  oouti^ 
tional  objection,  which  he  thought  veiy  ioraii 
and  unanswerable,  and  he  proceeded  to  adnoK 
other  considerations  against  the  bill 

Messrs.  Findlat,  Mellb,  and  Llotd,  <^^ 
land,  made  a  few  further  remaiks  opoa  w 
su^ect 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  8«* 
without  amendment  On  ordering  it  t»  i 
third  reading,  the  yeas  and  najs  vere « 
follows : 

Teas. —Messrs.  Barton  Benton,  Brown,  Dick«« 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mi8sisiqipi>,^«^' 
son,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  1^^°^ 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  KeUy,  Lanmu,  U^ 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetts^  Lowrie,  Mw* 
vaine,  NoUe,  Rngglee,  Smith,  Talbo^  Tsykr  ^» 
diana,  Thomas,  and  Williams— 25. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  'Bna^  Cbtf^ 
Clayton,  D^olf,  Edwards,  EUiott,  GsiDird,  BdJ 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Kng  of  New  W 
Knight,  Maoon,  Mills,  Pahner,  Seymour,  Tft7«  < 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wa»-2L 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  raadilf. 


Satubdat,  April  S4. 
DtHawQ/re  Canal  Company* 
Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Select  Coo^ 
I  Boads  and  Canals  to  whom  ym  rwn^ 
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he  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
\f  the  Delaware  Oanal  Company,  requesting 
he  aid  of  the  Goyemment*  in  their  nndertak- 
ng,  submitted  a  report  on  that  snbjeot;  ao- 
lompanied  by  a  bill  **  anthorinng  tbe  snbsorip- 
ion  to  tiie  stock  of  the  Delaware  Oanal  Oom- 
mnyy  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
lecond  reading ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
M  printed.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tbe  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
ras  dnly  incorporated,  some  years  since,  by  acts  of 
he  Legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Maxyland,  respeo- 
tnHr.  The  capital  stocJE  is  dirided  into  shares  of  two 
mndred  dollars.  The  maxiimim  cost  of  the  whole 
wotk  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  one  million  three 
mndred  and  fifty-fonr  thooaand  ihree  hundred  and 
Bzty-firar  dollars  and  sixty-foor  cents,  and  the  amount 
if  rands  at  present  pledged  for  its  ezecation  may  be 
tasomed  at  seven  hundred  thousand  dollara  The 
insent  condition  of  the  company,  and  the  route  of  the 
Mual  lately  determined  upon  and  fixed  by  the  Board 
if  Directors,  with  the  ud  of  engineers  of  distingniah- 
»d  reputation  and  skill,  are  set  forth  in  the  annexed 
locnment,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
he  said  Company,  dated  *'  March  27,  1824,"  marked 
^  and  the  report  of  the  engineers,  marked  B,  to 
rhioh  the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report 
rhe  whole  Icnogth  of  the  canal  iHll  not  exceed  mur- 
aen  miles.  Ihe  Board  of  Directors  have  made  ad- 
rantaffoouB  contracts  fbr  the  completion  of  the  eastern 
lalf  or  the  canal,  and  the  contractors  have  b^gun  the 
vork.  Under  these  cironmstanoea,  the  memorialists 
vay  anch  aid  as  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
mper  to  gprantk 

The  importance  and  ntility  of  roads  and  canals,  to 
acilitate  and  increase  commercial  intercourse  among 
he  several  States  of  our  widely  extended  Republic, 
lave  been  so  fully  and  ably  represented  in  several  re- 
M>rt8,  heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  it  is  thought 
mnecessary  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  subject 

The  committee  view  the  proposed  canal  as  a  work 
ft  great  national  importance,  not  only  as  one  link 
B  the  chain  of  inland  navigation  along  oar  seaboard, 
Hdch  has  been  for  many  yean  contemplated,  bnt 
Jso^  as  it  will  fiumsh  to  the  Government,  in  time  of 
rar,  great  advantages  in  a  mors  expeditions  and 
iieap  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
loroas  the  peninsula  between  the  Chesi^ake  and 
>elaware  bays,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  felt 
Earing  oar  late  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Under 
hia  impression,  the  conunittee  deem  the  said  canal 
rorthy  of  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress, 
rhe  company  being  incorporated  and  organized,  it  is 
elieved  a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Itates,  for  a  certain  number  of  shares  of  the  capital 
lock,  woold  enconrage  and  insure  the  completion  of 
be  work,  withont  infiinging  any  principle  of  the 
Qostltation,  and  without  incurring  any  loss  to  the 
tovemment  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a 
in  aathorizuig  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  to  tnb- 
eribe,  in  the  name  and  for  the  nse  of  the  United 

itetea,  for shares  of  the  capital  stoc^  of  the 

Siesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

WiDSUDAT,  April  28. 

B^fiue  Lands, 
In  pnrsnance  of  a  notice  given  yesterday, 
It.  Bxrtoh  asked  leave  to  introdoce  the  fol- 
mriDg  bill: 


A  biU  to  sell  tmd  ditpote  of  eke  rtfiue  lands  helonginf 
to  ike  UttUsd  Statas, 

Be  it  enaetedf  ^.,  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall 
be  hereafter  oflbred  at  public  sale,  and  shiUl  remain 
five  years  thereafter  withont  beinff  sold  at  the  mini- 
mum price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
shall  be  acaln  oflbred  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be 
sold  for  a  less  snm  than  mty  cents  per  acre. 

Sbo.  2.  And  he  k  further  mooted^  That  any  head 
of  a  family,  or  young  man  above  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  or  widow,  being  dttzenf  of  the  United  States^ 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  pn^wr^land  office  a  written  permission 
to  take  possession  of,  and  setde  upon,  any  half  quar- 
ter section  of  land  which  shall  remain  unsold,  after 
having  been  offsred  for  sale  at  the  minimnm  price  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  culti- 
vating the  same  for  three  soccessive  years,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  patent  therefor,  as  a  donation 
from  the  United  States. 

Saa  8.  And  beitfiaiher  mac^  That  the  lands 
which  shall  remun  unsold,  after  having  been  of- 
fered for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  may  be  sold  at  private  sale  for  that  sum,  at 
any  tune  before  permission  shall  have  been  granted 
to  settle  on  the  same. 

In  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill  Mr. 
Bknton  said  this  was  not  tbe  time  to  discuBS 
it — ^probably  the  time  would  not  come  during 
the  present  session.  In  that  event,  what  was 
done  now  would  operate  as  a  notice  for  the 
next  session ;  would  turn  the  minds  of  the 
Senators  to  the  changes  contemplated,  and 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  delay.  He  be- 
lieved that  a  change  in  the  manner  of  sdling 
public  lands  was  cuilled  for,  both  by  the  voice 
of  the  people  and  tbe  interest  of  the  Govern* 
ment.  By  the  present  rule,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
good  and  the  bad  land  are  held  at  the  same 
price.  Tbe  best  can  be  got  for  $1  25  per  acre 
— the  worst  cannot  be  had  for  lees.  The  mini- 
mum of  $1  25  per  acre  for  all  sorts  of  land  was 
arbitrary  and  ui\just.  It  was  ui^ust  to  the  peo- 
ple, because  it  prevented  them  from  getting  the 
inferior  land  at  a  Mt  price ;  unjust  to  the 
States^  because  it  checked  their  population, 
and  deprived  them  of  their  right  or  taxation; 
uinust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the 
public  Treasury  from  receiving  the  money 
whifth  such  land  was  worth,  and  for  which  it 
would  selL  The  continuance  of  the  rule  would 
give  to  the  United  States  the  fabled  position  of 
the  dog  and  the  manger.  The  rule  should  be 
changed*  Tbe  United  States  is  a  great  land 
seller,  and  she  should  follow  the  practice  of  all 
other  s^ers ;  she  should  apportion  her  price  to' 
the  quality  of  her  landL  When  a  quarter  sec- 
tion lias  been  offered  for  years  at  $1  25  per 
acre,  and  nobody  will  give  that  sum,  it  is  proof 
that  it  is  not  worth  it,  and  justice  to  the  people^ 
the  States,  and  the  Treasury,  requires  that  it 
should  be  offered  again  at  a  less  price.  The 
bill  introduced  assumes  fif^  cents  per  acre,  as 
the  second  minimum  at  which  such  lands  should 
be  offered;  and  it  proposes  to  give  away,  with- 
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oat  prioe,  to  such  poor  pei^ns  as  may  be  will- 
ing to  take  and  cnltiyate  them,  the  refioifle  lands 
which  will  not  sell  for  that  snm. 

The  leaye  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

7%e  Tariff. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  oonsider,  in 
Conunittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatiyea,  to  amend  the  seyeral 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,  togeUier 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Oommeroe  and  Manufactures  of 
the  Senate. 

The  first  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
following  proyiso : 

^Pr<ftided,  abo^  That  the  proviiioiit  of  Ihis  act 
•hall  not  applj  to,  or  be  enforced  against,  importa- 
tkms  of  goods  from  ports  or  plaoes  eaitward  of  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  beyond  Ci^  Horn,  before 
the  first  of  Noyember  next  enaaing." 

Mr.  DiOKXBsoN,  and  Mr.  Llotd  of  Massachu- 
settSj  expldned  the  object  of  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moyed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  ^*  On  iron,  in 
bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twelye  pounds  weight.*' 

Mr.  Mills  supported  his  amendment  at  con- 
siderable length,  by  showing  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  article  to  all  classes  of  the  oonmm- 
nity,  from  the  humblest  laborer  up  to  the  plant- 
er and  the  merchant,  to  the  commerce  and 
nayigatlon,  and  to  the  manufacturer,  as  well  as 
others,  and  commented  upon  the  impolicy  of 
imposing  a  higher  duty  upon  an  article  of  such 
absolute  necessity  to  the  country,  and  to  pro- 
duce which,  in  such  quantities  as  to  meet  the 
oonsumption  of  the  country,  it  was,  as  he 
thought,  utterly  incompetent 

Mr.  DiOKKBSON  said,  that  he  was  not  sorry 
that  the  enemies  of  the  tariff  had  selected  iron 
as  the  first  article  of  attack,  because,  if  there  is 
any  part  of  the  bill  that  will  stand  the  test,  it 
is  this — and  because  the  fate  of  the  bill  depends 
yery  much  upon  our  success  or  fcdlnre  in  this 
particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  Qir. 
Mills)  has  informed  us  that  we  ou^ht  not  to 
lay  heayy  duties  upon  an  article  of  mdispensa- 
ble  necessity  to  us  for  our  defence  in  war — an 
article  of  general  use  at  all  times,  and  without 
wMch  we  cannot  eyen  procure  our  food.  But 
these  are  precisely  the  reasons  in  fayor  of  pro- 
tecting the  manufacture  of  iron,  of  securiDg  it 
to  ourselyes.  Shall  we  unnecessarily  depend 
upon  foreign  nations,  tJiree  or  four  thousand 
nules  distant  from  us,  for  articles  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  defence  or  our  existence  f 

We  haye  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron 
as  we  want  for  our  own  consumption,  and  as 
much  more  for  exportation. 

Our  mountains  are  filled  with  rich  yeins  of 
magnetic  iron  ore.    The  streams  suitable  for 


iron  works  are  abundant — the  moostai  m 
ooyered  with  wood,  luge  portioos  of  ^od^n 
unfit  for  cultiyation. 

Our  immense  tracts  of  alluyisl  sofl,  ti^ 
abound  with  iron  ore,  and  wood-4he  wtm- 
tages  of  which  will  be  loetto  thecooofir^iflki 
manufacture  of  iron  is  not  poteoted.  Iks 
is  no  mineral  so  uniyersally  distributed evsAI 
country  as  iron ;  and  it  ia  belieyed  thstiiws 
not  a  State  in  the  Union,  in  which  this  ctidi 
could  not  be  found,  in  rafScient  quaaliMll 
the  consumption  of  the  State. 

The  manufactare  of  iron  in  all  its  diliDi,i» 
quires  a  great  number  of  laborera.  If  pctMi 
in  this  country,  it  would  draw  a  large  popiUa 
from  agriculture,  in  which  too  nuoj  aR» 
flflged.  This  portion  of  our  popnlstioQ  virii 
immediately  become  the  purchasers  snd  not  tif 
sellers  of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  snd  tliE» 
hanoe  the  yalue  of  real  estate,  and  afford  ik(» 
ter  interest  for  capital  and  profit  for  labor «» 
ployed  in  agriculture. 

Mr.  HoLKBS,  of  Maine,  supported  demote 
to  strike  out  this  duty.  He  proceeded  to  skat 
the  unjust  and  partial  operation  upon  oM 
classes  of  the  community,  and  relied  to  A* 
arguments  made  use  of  by  Mr.  DiOKBMO. 

Mr.  Mills  nuide  some  frirther  reositsa 
reply  to  Mr.  Digkxbbon. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  also  sddnaej 
the  Senate  in  support  of  the  motioD  of  i> 
colleague,  and  in  answer  to  some  of  the  voBSaim 
taken  by  Mr.  Diokkrsov.  He  aliaded  to  ^ 
adyantages  which  the  home  manu&etnrei!'}' 
ready  possess  oyer  the  importer  of  this  aitidt 
He  assigned  the  gratifying  prosperify  d^ 
country  as  the  principid  reason  that  openn 
against  the  domestic  production  of  iron.  M 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  adyanoe  prioe  off 
labor  bem  oyer  that  of  the  degraded  p(q«litiA 
of  the  part  of  Europe  where  this  artide  ispn- 
duoed;  and  the  price  of  labor,  he  sud,  wtf  > 
test  of  national  proq)erity.  He  remarked  upfl 
the  encouragement  which  had  been  snd,  ff 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to  have  be* 
extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  tiie  cffoa^ 
and  upon  the  retributiye  policy  that  wooH, 
probably,  be  adopted  by  for^gn  nations,  if  tw 
bill  were  passed. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  conceiyed  it  tobetbedi? 
of  the  Ooyemment — ^it  was  the  principte  • 
which  the  Republic  was  founded— to  eaooonfi 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  the  intere^of^ 
whole  people — and,  where  there  were  diviag 
of  interes^  to  look  to  the  claims  of  the  IirgB* 
and  most  important  part.  He  comuBrtdtbe 
relatiye  importance  to  the  country,  of  theay 
ping  and  commercial  interests,  and  the  grt* 
dass  of  mechanics  dependent  on  ^^jj^ 
the  miners  and  makers  of  iron.  He  spoke » 
the  embarrassments  which  the  ^PP^'^^if!^ 
est  already  labored  under,  and  proceeded  w 
show  that  this  biU.  if  passed,  would  go  » 
impose  additional  and  far  neavier,  bordsBi  if^ 
them.  He  thought  the  bill  ou^t  to  bei«»" 
entitled  a  bill  to  oppress  the  -'-5«»ta™'* 
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crash  the  commeFcial,  and  eyentaally  to  ii^jure 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country ;  for, 
the  reaction  of  the  bill  would  probably  be  the 
most  tremendous  effect  of  it.  The  agricultural 
interest  was  the  great  and  controlling  interest, 
and  when  they  once  realized  its  eftect,  they 
would  repeal  it,  and  also  prostrate  every  thing 
that  had  grown  up  under  it 

Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of 
the  most  adyantageous  which  this  country  ever 
pursued.  He  denied,  altogeth6]\  that  there  was 
a  balance  against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceed- 
ed to  explain  the  course  which  had  generally 
been  pursued,  in  relation  to  it.  If  called  up 
again,  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  should  endeavor  more  fully  to  explain 
his  reasons  for  believing  that  all  the  ideas  of 
balances  of  trade  against  this  country,  founded 
on  the  custom-house  returns,  were  the  vain  and 
visionary  hallucinations  of  the  minds  of  mere 
theorists. 

Mr.  B'WoLF  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
item  in  the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general 
features  of  the  bill,  as  intended  for  the  encour- 
agement of  our  domestic  industry,  and  leading 
the  people  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  want 
done.  This  article  was  one  great  branch  of  the 
whole  system  included  in  the  bill,  and  he 
thought  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  duty  only  went  to  show  its  pro- 
priety. The  home  market,  Mr.  B^  W.  considered 
as  the  most  important  to  every  nation.  The 
balance  of  trade,  he  said,  ought  certainly  to  be 
taken  in  the  aggregate.  If  we  sell  to  the  other 
nations  more  than  we  buy  fi*om  them,  the 
balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor.  He  denied 
that  otner  nations  bought  of  us,  because  we 
bought  of  them:  each  nation  bought  what  it 
wanted,  and  no  more. 

He  compared  the  business  of  a  nation  to  that 
of  an  IndividuaL  It  was  alike  necessary  for 
both  to  keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming 
in  andgoing  out  He  knew  that  the  commeroiid 
intereflfe  were  languishing,  and  other  interests 
were  in  the  same  situation.  The  facilities  ex- 
tended to  the  importation  and  use  of  foreign 
articles  in  this  country  were  very  great.  He 
believed  the  interests  of  every  State  in  the 
Union  would  eventually  be  promoted  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  encouraging  the  indus- 
try of  the  country.  The  bill  was  mtended  to 
save  the  labor  of  the  country,  and  throw  it  upon 
its  own  resources.  As  to  the  effect  on  the 
revenue,  he  considered  it  a  mere  bugbear,  as  the 
people,  in  some  shape  or  other,  must  pay  the 
revenue.  The  means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are 
of  much  more  importance  than  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  paid. 

Mr.  Houf  B8,  of  Maine,  denied,  altoeether,  that 
any  encouragement  had  been  extended  by  the 
Government  to  the  fisheries  of  the  country. 
The  bounty,  he  contended,  was  merely  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  salt 

The  question  on  Mr.  Mills's  motion  was  then 
pnt^  ana  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nayS)  as  follows: 


YsAS.— Meisra  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Edwards 
Elliott,  Gaiilard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Jonnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  T!Ky\or  of  Viigi- 
nia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  CShan- 
dler,  D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
Qvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 28. 

So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  from  the  bill* 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Thvbsday,  April  29. 

Lands  and  Town  LoUfor  Aeademies  and  SehooU 

inMiuouTU 

Mr.  Bbnton  submitted  the  followiog  motion 
for  consideration : 

Setolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoziz- 
ing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
selected,  in  separate  parcels,  or^in  sections,  as  much 
land  as  will  amount  to  two  of  tha  townships  hereto- 
fore granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Missori,  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning.  Also,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  town  of 
St.  Louis,  and  to  other  towns  and  villages  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  the  support  of  schools,  the  lots 
and  pieces  of  ground,  within  such  towns  and  yillagea^ 
whicn  may  have  been  heretofore  reserved  for  military 
purposes,  and  not  now  needed  for  such  use. 

The  Tariff, 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Ck)mmittee 
of  the  Whole,  the  unfinished  business  of  yester* 
day,  being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  "  to  amend  the 
several  act9for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause : 
**  On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Lloyd  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  expressed  his  high  estima- 
tion for  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  and  re- 
gretted that  this  motion  would  not,  probably, 
meet  their  approbation.  He  proceeded  to  show 
the  importance  of  this  article,  and  the  improba- 
bility of  a  sufficient  production  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  consumption.  He  portrayed  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  Northern  States* 
From  their  former  embarrassed  situation  they 
had  recovered,  and  had  now  become  prosperous 
and  happy,  unaided  by  any  extraordinary  as- 
sistance by  way  of  duties  from  the  Govern- 
ment He  spoke  particularly  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  had  already  been  extended  to  the 
domestic  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  failure  to 
produce  it  in  any  considerable  quantity.  Mr. 
L.  adverted  to  the  causes  of  this  failure,  and  the 
want  of  the  natural  advantages  necessary  to  the 
growth  of  this  article.     Even  if  Kentucky 
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4M>uld  raise  the  article  in  snfficieiit  quantities 
with  this  enormous  bounty  to  encourage  the 
growth,  he  said  the  cordage  made  from  it  would 
come  higher  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the 
world  wnere  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Chandleb  said  he  rose  to  give  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  him  in  giving  his  vote  on 
this  question.  He  voted  yesterday  against  strik- 
ing out  the  article  of  iron,  not  because  he  would 
vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
which  he  could  not  do,  but  because  he  was  will- 
ing to  give  an  opportimity  so  to  amend  the  bill, 
if  possible,  as  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  so  as 
to  bear  equally  on  the  several  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  that  each  section  may  receive  equal 
benefits ;  but,  to  ^ve  it  this  effect,  the  bill  must 
imdergo  material  changes.  Not  only  the  article 
of  hemp,  but  of  very  species  of  duck  and  cord- 
age, ana  of  spirits,  must  be  stricken  out,  or  ma- 
terially altered,  before  he  could  give  his  vote  for 
the  bill.  He  should  vote  for  striking  out  the 
article  of  hemp. 

Mr.  JoHnsoN,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the 
subject  before  the  Senate  involved  political 
considerations  which  had,  on  his  mind,  a  greater 
influence  than  the  combination  of  all  others. 
Domestic  industry,  said  Mr  J.,  renders  us  inde- 
pendent, as  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  neces- 
saries and  comforts  of  life.  It  derives  its 
greatest  value  from  the  fact  that  it  fosters  and 
secures  the  public  liberty. 

In  vain  may  we  look  for  such  daring  spirits 
to  defend  our  invaded  country  as  appeared 
on  the  plains  of  Chippewa,  and  seized  the 
laurels  of  New  Orleans,  if  that  country  be  des- 
tined to  remain  dependent  upon  powers  con- 
fessedly hostile  for  the  greater  portion  of  what 
renders  life  convenient  and  honorable.  In  vain 
may  we  look  for  heroes  willing  to  consecrate 
their  hearts'  blood  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  for  the  vindication  of  its  rights,  if  it 
must  be  their  miserable  destiny  to  be  supplied 
only  from  foreign  resources  with  the  materials 
of  defence. 

It  is  high  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  change  the 
policy  which  we  have  pursued.  The  public 
voice  loudly  calls  for  it,  and  that  voice  deserves 
to  be  heard  by  the  Representatives  of  the  na- 
tion. We  are  addressed,  indeed,  in  the  ardent 
tone  of  pecuniary  feeling,  to  allow  the  people  to 
purchase  merchandise  where  they  can  obtain  it 
cheapest.  Admit  the  propriety  of  this  course : 
I  feel  myself  at  liberty,  sir,  to  deny  that  the 
system  which  we  have  pursued  has  afforded  us 
articles  on  the  most  moderate  terms.  Previous 
to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  during 
the  contest,  our  army  and  our  navy  were  not 
only  deficient  in  the  comforts  of  clothing  when 
many  of  our  citizens  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
construct  them  from  the  ample  materials  which 
our  country  supplies,  but  when  merchandise  of 
this  description  was  found  in  our  markets,  the 
Government,  as  well  as  individuals,  had  to  pur- 
chase them  at  the  most  extravagant  prices, 
from  four  to  ten  times  their  ordinary  current 
worth.    It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we  have  im- 


properly excluded  from  our  doUar  and  eol 
calculation  the  effects  which  the  policj  of  tb 
late  belligerent  powers  of  Eurqw  jnodfioii 
upon  our  commerce  and  our  aitideft  of  off- 
chandise.  We  are  now  ezyoying  &e  Uoop 
which  the  welcome  oahn  of  peace  everintn- 
duces.  We  can  purchase  Hie  mund«etara(< 
Europe  on  terms  perfectly  moderate.  Bat,aitt! 
in  correspondence  with  tiie  erring  tcndeodeKif 
the  human  mind,  we  have  forgotten  Britii 
Orders  in  Council,  French,  BerSn,  and  His 
decrees,  those  interruptions  of  trade  and  eooiE' 
cators  of  property,  and  are  chanting  oonlni 
to  repose.  We  are  crying  peace,  peaoe,  vte 
we  know  not  how  soon  destnioti(Hi  msf  ew 
upon  us.  The  sound  philosopher,  tlie  dista- 
gnished  statesman,  must  not  look  on  eodetf  ii 
relation  merely  to  the  passing  moDMDl;  )■ 
view  of  the  interests  of  his  country  niistalBb 
involve  retrospection  and  anticipataofi.  M 
only  is  he  bound  to  promote  the  prospentjd 
the  present  generation — the  interests  d  ^ 
future  are  corded  to  his  charge.  If  such  co- 
siderations  be  the  result  of  sound  pdicy,  itW 
comes  us  to  take  into  our  calculation  the  ndii' 
choly  examples  which  our  Bevolutiooaiy  aiz^ 
gles  and  the  inconveniences  of  the  late  var  s* 
hibit  The  losses  and  the  sufferings  of  tbi 
nation,  during  those  periods,  for  want  of  doHitf- 
tic  manufactures,  woi:dd  alone  furnish  matiiiab 
for  a  volume.  That  season  of  gloom  and  triri 
induced  many  of  our  enterprising  fkaasA  ti 
invest  capital  to  a  prodigious  amount  in  min- 
factnres  of  the  first  necessity,  and  condixa^ 
to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  oov 
trymen.  A  valuable  home  market  was  crw 
for  the  consumption  of  the  productioiDfl  of  ov 
soil,  affording  to  the  fiirmer  the  means  of  »- 
dependence,  and  enabling  him  to  obtan  tf 
equivalent  for  his  labor,  in  the  articleB  wlucbi* 
could  not  furnish  himself. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Virginia,  replied  to  Ifr.  Joff- 
SON.  He  said  the  object  for  which  onrfitbB* 
fbught  was  to  firee  their  children  from  tj^rfinf 
and  oppressive  taxation.  This  protection  of  oa« 
State  against  another  was  but  a  plan  to  roboai 
to  enridi  another.  In  relation  to  the  d^rMB 
of  the  surplus  of  our  productions  in  fses^ 
markets,  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  no  protM^ 
against  it  The  nrice  of  those  oomnio^ 
could  only  be  fixed  by  oompetiti<m.  ^^^^Jjr 
protection  to  cotton-growers  would  be  to  «d»< 
foreign  fabrics  freely,  and  thereby  create  a  g** 
eral  demand  for  the  article.  This  protect » 
our  own  artidee  was  merely  a  tribute  to  ^ 
fj&Listfi 

Mr.  Yak  Bttskn  said  that  he  rose  for  the  JM" 
pose  of  explanation  only ;  to  reconcile  bi>F^ 
ent  vote  with  one  he  was  prepared,  aod  wo«J 
doubtless,  be  called  upon  to  give  on  the  ^''>^?' 
under  consideration.  He  was  in  ftvor  «*: 
creasing  the  duty  on  hemp  with  a  ^^ 
affording  protection  to  its  eultivation  ffi^J 
country.  He  was  willing  to  vote  fi»r  •^f? 
but  reasonable  increase.  The  one propo8«»'v 
the  bill  he  thought  was  not  of  that  cfauwff- 
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rhe  preeent  datj  is  thirty  dollars  a  ton.  the  one 
lontained  in  the  bill  is  forty-four  dollars  and 
li^hty  cents  per  ton,  making  an  increase  of 
learly  fifty  per  centom.  Mr.  v .  B.  could  not 
hink  that  the  cultivation  of  the  article  in  ques- 
ion  required  for  its  protection  so  great  an  in- 
irease  of  the  duty ;  nor  wonld  a  dne  regard  to 
he  other  great  interests  of  the  country  admit 
>f  its  imposition.  If;  therefore,  the  motion  of 
lis  friend  from  Massachusetts  had  been  to 
trike  out  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  purpose 
ft  reducing  it  to  a  reasonable  amount,  Mr.  Y. 
).  "would  have  yoted  for  it.  But  his  motion 
ras  not  of  that  character.  It  was  to  strike  the 
Loty  on  hemp  out  of  the  bill,  to  which  he  (Mr. 
7.  B.)  was  opposed.  Whilst,  therefore,  he 
roald  vote  against  striking  out,  he  was  prepared 
o  reduce  the  duty  contained  in  the  bill  to  an 
imoant  which,  in  his  l^t  Judgment,  would  be 
ost  and  politic. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed   the 
llenate. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  articles  of 
igricultiual  growth,  which,  at  the  very  com- 
nenoement  of  our  present  Giovemment,  under 
mr  happy  constitution,  received  this  Govem- 
nental  aid,  are  those  of  cotton,  the  manufactures 
>f  tobacco  and  sugar — ^the  last  of  which  articles, 
QthoQgh  not  grown  at  the  period  of  the  adop- 
ion  of  this  duty,  and  therefore  not  witiiin  the 
Ksope  of  that  protection  intended  to  be  idSbrded 
o  the  others,  nas,  in  effect,  received  all  that 
>roteotion  and  fostering  care  of  the  Govem- 
nent  in  the  perpetuation  of  this  duty,  which 
t  could  have  done  had  it  been  within  the  view 
yf  the  policy  which  dictated  those  duties  on 
M>tton  and  tobacco.  The  continuance  of  such 
hity  since  the  period  of  its  adoption,  with 
N>  much  success  to  a  portion  of  our  acquired 
ioritory  of  Louisiana,  is  founded  upon  the 
lame  considerations  of  a  wise  and  enlightened 
M>licy,  which  gave  birth  to  the  co-equal  imposi- 
ion  on  those  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  enti- 
les the  other  portions  of  the  community,  who 
lo  not  participate  in  this  rich  and  valuable  pro- 
luction,  to  ask  and  expect  from  the  growers  of 
ihis,  with  the  other  enumerated  articles,  the 
lame  return  of  reciprocal  good  will,  and  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  same  advantages,  by  an  exten- 
lion  of  adequate  protection  in  me  cultivation  of 
rther  agricultural  productions  peculiar  to  the 
yther  portions  of  our  extensive  and  diversified 
Krils  and  climates.  That  there  is  great  distress 
prevailing  in  the  agricultural  classes  of  society, 
lot  only  of  the  interior  and  Western  States,  but 
»ven  in  those  of  the  Southern,  heretofore  en* 
taged  in  a  most  profitable  cultivation ;  that  the 
K>reign  markets  are  glutted  with  the  article  of 
Mtton,  the  result  of  which  has  been  a  con- 
^ued  and  alarming  depression  in  the  price  of 
Alls  article;  that  the  increased  production  of 
BOtton,  by  its  successful  introduction  in  the 
Brazils,  and  in  other  portions  of  the  recently 
Jpianoipated  provinces  of  South  America,  the 
R^xoriant  fertility  of  which,  combined  with  the 
■lore  aQq>ioious  and  favored  climates  of  our 


globe,  by  increasing  the  competition  amongst 
the  growers  of  this  valuable  staple  in  these 
States,  tends  not  only  to  diminish  the  profits  of 
our  cultivation,  by  increased  competition  in  the 
markets,  but  so  to  overstock  it  as  to  annihilate 
entirely  the  profits  of  the  cultivation,  to  draw 
us  f^om  the  cultivation,  and  to  overwhelm,  in 
irremediable  ruin,  those  portions  of  our  popula- 
tion whose  prosperity  essentially  depenos  upon 
this  staple  article. 

If  these  facts  are  recognized  on  all  sides,  and 
acknowledged  by  these  cultivators  themselves, 
the  violent  opposers  of  this  bill,  does  it  not 
behoove  them  to  pause,  and  consider  well 
whether  they  themselves  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  every  portion  of  this  Union  in  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  to 
increase  and  extend  the  home  market  for  this 
staple  article,  by  which  the  domestic  consump- 
tion of  the  country  will  increase  and  extend, 
not  only  the  domestic  manitfacture,  but  the 
consumption  of  this  raw  material,  the  uses  of 
which  are  so  rapidly  extending  themselves 
through  all  classes  of  society  9 

But  it  is  objected,  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  moves  to  strike  out  this  item  in  the 
bill,  that  this  article  of  hemp  cannot  be  pro- 
duced and  dressed  in  such  manner  and  in  sudbt 
quality  as  to  answer  for  the  purpose  of  rigging 
our  merchant  vessels ;  that  whatever  may  be  the 
quality  or  capacity  of  the  soil  for  its  production, , 
tne  length  of  the  days,  with  the  great  warmth  ' 
of  the  sun,  in  those  parts  of  Russia  where  this 
article  is  cultivated,  in  which  the  sun  is  twenty- 
two  hours  above  the  horizon,  is  essential  to  t£e 
successful  water-rotting  of  hemp,  the  only 
mode  of  preparing  and  curing  this  article  whi<£ 
can  fit  and  prepare  it  for  the  rigging  of  vessels ; 
that  the  chmate  of  Kentucky,  unsuitable  for 
this  puipose,  with  the  situation  of  its  rivers, 
deeply  imbedded,  and  fiowing  at  great  depths 
below  the  surface  of  the  eartii,  with  the  fcetid 
odor  which  exhales  during  this  process  of  water- 
rotting,  forbid  all  just  expectation  that  Ken- 
tucky could  ever  produce,  even  with  the  pro- 
tection of  this  bill,  this  article  of  proper  quality 
for  the  use  of  our  marine  or  navy. 

These  objections,  Mr.  President,  however 
specious,  are  founded  in  mistakes  and  miscon- 
ceptions, as  regards  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and 
climate  of  our  country,  compared  with  those  of 
Russia,  as  well  as  in  the  capacities,  the  qualities, 
and  resources,  of  our  countrymen,  to  surmount 
any  real  difficulties  which  may  present  them- 
selves. As  respects  the  first,  nature  has  not 
been  so  niggard  of  her  gifts^  as  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honorable  gentleman  would  imply ; 
for,  I  am  still  to  learn,  sir,  if,  indeed,  the  fact 
be  so,  that  the  country  of  the  Ukraine,  though 
blessed  with  a  fertile  soil  and  auspicious  clime, 
weU  adi^ted  to  tbe  successful  cultivation  of 
this  important  staple,  and  from  which  the  im- 
portations of  our  foreign  hemp  are  made,  is 
endowed  with  any  happy  peculiarities  for  this 
purpose,  with  which  the  same  munificent  and 
Almighty  hand  has  not  spread  its  equal  blesa- 
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ings  on  our  Western  climes ;  although  the  hand 
of  industry  and  snccessfiil  cultivation  has  as 
yet  developed,  hnt  in  a  comparatively  small  de- 
ffreeL  the  capacities  which  they  present  to  the 
hand  of  indnstry,  of  labor,  and  of  art,  under 
tiie  cultivation  of  her  hazdy  and  indostrious 
sons.  And  permit  me  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  limited  information  of  the  honorable 

f^ntieman,  in  relation  to  the  topography  of 
entucky,  has  betrayed  him ;  for,  though  it  is 
true  that  the  river  Kentucky,  from  which  our 
State  derives  its  name,  is  sunk  from  two  to 
three  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ad- 
jacent land ;  the  channel  being  lined  in  many 
parts  with  white  marble  diss,  beautiful  and 
romantic  in  a  hish  degree ;  yet,  it  is  equally 
true,  and  equally  Known  to  all  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  &ce  and  aspect  of  our  Btate, 
that,  in  tiiis  extraordinary  tract,  this  river  is 
peculiar  there,  and  that  not  only  the  rivers, 
but  creeks,  rills,  and  branches,  from  which  sup- 
plies of  water  are  to  be  collected  in  dams  and 
ponds,  which,  combined  with  the  Bummer  sun, 
which  remains  above  the  horizon  only  fifteen 
hours  in  our  happy  clime,  is  believed  to^  be 
quite  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  desired, 
such  partial  decomposition  of  the  vegetable 
gluten  of  this  important  staple  as  fits  it  for  the 
brake,  and  which,  with  the  proper  dressing, 
will  produce  the  article  possessed  of  all  the 
^properties  requisite  for  the  manufacturing,  not 
only  the  cable,  and  other  rigging,  but  esSis  for 
our  merchant  vessels,  equal  to  even  that  of  Bus- 
sia.  or  any  other  portion  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  wished  all  mankind 
was  afflicted  with  the  same  distresses  as  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  They  have  a  fine  climate 
and  soil,  and  a  great  surplus  of  the  productions 
of  the  earth ;  not  so,  he  said,  with  the  people  of 
Maine — ^they  have  to  work  hard,  and  get  but 
littie  produce  for  it.  And  now  they  are  to  be 
taxed  by  this  bill  to  find  a  market  for  the  Ken- 
tucky hemp ;  he  explained  the  course  which  the 
artide  had  taken  in  this  country.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  of  domestic  industry — ^he  believed 
the  industry  of  seamen  and  fishermen  was  do- 
mestic industry.  The  gentiemen  from  Ken- 
tucky had  said  that  the  duty  was  not  prohibi- 
tory j  they  are  willing  not  quite,  but  almost,  to 
Srohibit  an  article,  scarcely  a  ton  of  which 
o  they  now  produce.  He  denied  all  the  posi- 
tions which  had  been  taken  in  relation  to  the 
balance  of  trade — ^nobody,  he  said,  could  under- 
stand it.  It  had  been  millions  against  us  ever 
since  he  could  recollect  The  property  had 
always  been  going  out  of  the  country;  and 
what  is  the  proof  of  this  doctrine  ?  He  asked, 
if  the  proof  was  to  be  sought  in  the  growing 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute  ac- 
cumulation of  millions  every  year.  He  asked 
if  the  Navy,  of  which  the  gentieman  from 
Kentucky  had  spoken,  was  peculiarly  the  prop- 
erty of  the  East  ?  If  the  West  had  no  protec- 
tion to  seek  from  it  f  As  to  the  fortifications, 
almost  all  that  had  been  made  since  he  had 
been  in  Congress  had  been  for  the  protection  | 


of  the  West.  The  prmdpal  one  of  tbe  I« 
had  been  erected  before  the  establishmffittt 
this  Government  And,  upon  theee  gramh 
we  are  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of  foitjivefv 
cent  on  an  article  which  we  do  notystprodia 
atalL  I&.  H.  thought  this  oneof  theisMt 
extravagant  items  in  this  most  extraTipotfaii 

Mr.  KuGOLBS  said  this  was  framed,  bak- 
lieved,  as  a  bill  for  the  general  encoun^eBMl 
of  all  branches  of  the  manufactures  of  ^ 
country.  He  believed  this  item  would  oolte 
as  injurious  to  the  Atlantic  States  as  tb^ 
seemed  to  imagine ;  he  went  on  to  show  vlf 
it  would  not  have  so  bad  a  tendency  as  tai 
supposed ;  he  thought  that  at  least,  dieadT» 
tage  of  furnishing  uie  article  for  the  Kitj,  iri 
for  the  coasting  trade,  ought  to  be  aooorded  to 
the  Western  States.  He  conomented  upos  ^ 
advantages  tiiey  possessed  for  the  grovtktf 
this  artide,  and  the  great  boEiefits  that  voili 
be  derived  to  the  country  from  its  prodndiai. 
He  could  not  believe  the  difference  b^vM 
the  foreign  and  domestic  artide  so  great  as  to 
warrant  the  rise  of  the  foreign  artade  to  ^ 
entire  exdudon  of  the  domestic 

Mr.  Eaton  believed  every  gentleman  « 
made  up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  ^,^ 
deemed  it  ius  duty  to  express  his  opinion  ini 
few  words.    He  admitted  the  poaidoDS  tika 
in  regard  to  certain  branches  of  our  tm 
wherein  there  were  very  small  export^  w 
increased  imports.    But,  he  contended  tJiat  tn 
balance  of  trade  with  England  had  been  a^ 
tins  country  ever  since  me  war.    He  pnrfflw 
his  remarks  upon  the  coarse  of  trade.   He  b»> 
lieved  that  more  had  been  done  for  the  «» 
merce  of  the  country  than  for  all  tbe  otitf 
interests  put  together,  and  recurred  to  the  ttfr 
nage  duties,  and  other  protecting  measoNS)  to 
prove  it    He  thought  this  one  of  the  moat  la* 
portant  items  in  the  bill,  and  he  shoold  o» 
sider  it  as  lost  if  it  was  stricken  out    hmJ 
the  hemp  was  out  the  duck  would  go»  >^  * 
the  rest  of  the  bill  with  it    He  contended  w 
such  a  degree  of  protection  to  the  *^?~jf 
would  encourage  its  domestic  growth,  ^rjf 
amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  the  foreign  articto* 
He  referred  to  the  price  it  had  borne  M 
the  war,  and  thought  it  the  duty  of  tha  Gof 
emment  to  see  that  the  nation  was,  in  fiooi 
measure,  prepared  for  a  state  of  w.  •»• 
thought  the  only  question  in  relation  to  thi8W| 
was.  Whether  we  were  willing  to  wly  Jf* 
foreign  nations  for  the  necessaries  of  ]iM» 
whetiier  we  were  to  produce  them  for  <>^"^^ 
The  only  way  to  make  the  oommuni^^projj 
he  bdieved,  was  to  extend  a  general  P™**^ 
to  all  the  great  branches  of  employpgpy^^ 
believed  commerce  was  never  more  -^f'*?? 
thMi  at  present    Our  cities  were  fiM  *J 
paupers;  and  yet  we  are  to  go  tothewo^ 
shops  of  Europe  to  get  the  artidea  we  wm^ 
consumption.    He  conceived  the  policy  |*^ 
measure  to  be  necessary  to  protect  na  g^ 
that  of  other  nations.    It  was  not  *  niawr 
appertaining  to  one  flection  of  the  vtsss^ 
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iwt  it  was  a  sabjeot  of  great  national  oon- 
sem. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  im- 
position of  this  duty  bore  hard  upon  a  partico- 
uur  interest  of  the  conntrr.  If  centlemen  wish 
bo  encourage  the  production  of  hemp  and  iron, 
^ey  ought  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  bounties 
m  these  articles.  The  burden  would  then  fioll 
equally  upon  tlie  community.  There  was  the 
lame  constitutional  right  to  pass  an  act  grant- 
ng  bounties  on  these  articles,  as  to  encourage 
iheir  production  in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
>ill. 

The  cuestion  on  Mr.  Llotd's  motion  was  then 
>ut|  ana  earned  in  the  affirmatiye,  by  yeas  and 
layS)  as  follows : 

For  strikiDg  oat— Meann.  Barbour,  Bianoh,  Cban- 
Der,  CUyton,  EUiott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
kfaine.  Holmes  of  Missiisipiu,  H.  Johnson  of  Lon- 
dana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Uabama,  King  of  New  Yodc,  Lloyd  of  Maxyland, 
Lloyd  of  Masss^uaetti,  Maoon,  l&fills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
faylor  of  Yiiginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 


Against  striking  out — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ben- 
m,  Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dlckersoo,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
fSndlay,  Jaokson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight, 
f.twmMi^-  Lowrie,  McIWaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roggles, 
leymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Tan  Biirei^-28. 

80  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Jommittee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
oumed. 


Fbidat,  April  80. 
The  Twriff, 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair.)  re- 
lumed the  consideration  of  the  unfinishea  busl- 
lesB  oif  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  House 
yf  RepresentatireS)  ^*  to  amend  the  seyeial  acts 
br  imposing  duties  on  imports.** 

CoUon  Bagging, 

Mr  KxLLT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
'((lowing  dause:  '^On  cotton  bagging,  four 
Ad  a  half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  80th 
lay  of  June.  1825 ;  and,  aft^nprarda,  a  duty  of 
Ive  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard:"  bjr 
triking  out  from  it  the  words  "*  until  the  80th 
lay  of  June,  1825 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  dn^  of 
Its  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard.'* 

Mr*  EsLLT  supported  his  motion  at  consider- 
iUe  length,  showmg  the  impropriety  of  laying 
noh  duties  as  to  force  the  manufacture  of  this 
irtide  into  existence;  the  improbability  that 
lemp^  firom  which  the  cotton  bagging  is  mann- 
iMtnred,  would  be  soon  raised  in  this  country, 
n  any  great  quantity;  as  its  cultivation  and 
veparation  for  market  was  a  dirty,  unpleasant 
NMsupation,  and  uncongenial  to  a  people  poe- 
Mssing  as  many  blessingflL  and  aa  many  more 
mpleaaant  means  of  employment,  as  are  pos- 
lessed  by  this  people ;  that,  if  the  people  were 
Hiposed  to  engage  in  the  manufacture,  the 


duties  now  existing  afford  sufficient  encourage- 
ment ;  and  that  the  article  ought  not  to  receive 
forther  encouragement,  at  the  expense  of  the 
cotton  grower. 

Mr.  Hatns,  of  South  Oarolina,  rose,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks,  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows :  When,  in  1816,  the  bill  was  introduced, 
which  mav  be  considered  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ^anti-commercial  system,"  great 
alarm  was  exdted,  lest  the  principles  now  advo- 
vocated,  should,  at  some  fdture  period,  be  adopt- 
ed in  our  legislation.  The  aavocates  of  that 
bill  expressly  disclaimed  any  idea  of  introducing 
new  manufiictures  into  the  coimtry,  much  less 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  article 
from  abroad.  The  argument  then  was,  that  in 
the  infancy  of  any  manufkcture,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  g^ve  some  assistance,  to  enable  it  to 
grow  and  acquire  strength,  but  that  such  sup- 
port would  soon  become  unnecessary,  and  those 
establidiments  might  then  be  safely  left  to  the 
exertion  of  their  own  energies.  The  act  of 
1816,  though  now  called  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  *'  prohibitory,'*  and.  therefore, 
held  up  as  an  example,  imposed  auties,  then 
deemed  merely  sufficient  to  enable  existing  es- 
tablishments to  bear  up  against  the  pressure  of 
the  times,  but  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
those  duties  should  be  subsequently  diminished. 
Thus,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool  and  cotton, 
(except  blankets,  rugs,  and  stuff  goods,)  a  duty 
was  levied  of  25  per  cent,  trntif  the  80th  of 
June,  1819,  and  of  20  per  cent,  after  that  period. 
The  object  was  not  to  prohibit,  but  protect — 
to  give  asastance  in  infancy,  not  to  support 
mauiood— to  afford  succor  in  distress,  not 
bounties  in  prosperity.  Baldwin*s  Tariff  recog- 
nized tiiiese  distinctions,  and  expressly  provided 
for  the  diminution  of  the  duties  i&ter  three 
years.  But  the  mask  has  now  been  thrown  off. 
The  new  principle  of  progremoe  duties  has  been 
introduced  into  this  bill,  and  this  amounts  to  a 
distinct  atdmowledgment  that  the  object  now  i& 
not  eampeUUM,  but  prohibiUon,  I  wish  to  call 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  thitf  feature 
of  the  bill— now  introduced  into  our  laws  for 
the  first  time. 

The  first  objection  which  I  shall  urge  against 
this  policy,  is,  t^t  it  assumes,  that  Govern- 
ment is  capaUe  of  regulating  industry,  better 
tlum  hidividuals^-^  position  which  is  whoUy 
untenable.  Yrom  the  nature  of  things,  labor 
and  capital  should  be  permitted  to  seek  their 
own  employment,  under  the  guidance,  entirely, 
of  individnal  prudence  and  sagacity.  Govern- 
ment, from  the  verv  elevation  of  its  position,  is 
neceraarily  incapable  of  taking  that  close  view 
of  the  subject,  and  obtaining  that  accurate 
imowledge  of  details  indispensable  to  a  ju- 
dicious determination  of  the  relative  advantages 
of  different  pursuits,  in  any  community.  This 
depends  so  much  on  local  circumstances,  that 
personal  observation  and  individual  exertions 
are  alone  competent  to  the  task.  In  the  do- 
mestic concerns  of  nations,  as  of  individuals, 
it  is  sufficient  that  men  are  prevented  from 
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trespaBsing  on  the  propertj,  or  invading  the 
rights  of  tiieir  neighbors.  In  all  other  respecta 
thej  fihould  be  left  entirely  free.  If  any  donbts 
existed  on  this  point,  I  dionld  have  snppoeed 
that  the  most  superficial  obserrer  would  have 
disooTered,  in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  condn- 
sive  evidence  of  onr  ntter  inoapaoit7  to  accom- 
plish the  task  we  have  assnm^.  Thoogh  sur- 
rounded by  manufiEtoturers,  generously  wiUinff 
out  of  their  abundant  stores  of  knowledge  and 
experience  to  supply  all  our  deficiencies,  have 
we  not  found  it  Impossible  to  penetrate  the 
veil  thrown  around  the  pursuits  in  which  they 
are  engaged  f  I  will  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate,  and  ask,  whether  the  most  notorious 
facts  have  not  been  denied  or  perverted,  and 
the  most  contradictory  statements  submitted, 
and  whether  we  are  not  at  this  moment  left  in 
profound  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  actual  rate 
of  profits,  but  of  ih»  true  condition  of  every 
branch  of  manufBCturing  industry  f  We  camiot 
know,  therefore,  either  the  degree  of  protection 
wanted,  or  the  best  means  of  extending  it 
Are  not  the  provisions  of  the  biU  exactly  con- 
formable to  tnis  state  of  our  information?  I 
will  venture  to  assert  that  no  bill  was  ever  in- 
troduced into  any  legislative  body  in  this,  or 
any  other  count^,  composed  of  such  hetero- 
geneous provisions,  and  contradictory  princi- 
ples. Here  is  said  to  be  a  ^^fiouriehing  manu- 
facture," and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  encouraged ; 
here  is  "  a  languishing  establishment,"  and  it 
must  be  sustained;  wmle  such  as  have  no  ex- 
istence, are  to  be  created ;  some,  because  they 
require  much  skill  and  large  capitals,  and  others, 
because  they  require  neiUier  skill  nor  capital. 
*  Borne  branches  of  industry  are  to  be  encouraged 
because  others  are  "  overdone,"  but  these  must 
also  be  protected  ^  against  foreign  competition 
threatening  to  destroy  them."  There  are  duties 
on  the  manufactured  articles,  and  duties  on  the 
raw  material ;  and,  in  short,  the  whole  bill  is 
a  tissue  of  inconsistencies.  In  attempting  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  interested  individuals,  we 
are  legislating  in  the  dark,  distributing  the 
national  funds  by  a  species  of  State  lottery — 
scattering  abroad  bounties  and  premiums  of 
unknown  amount;  and  all  this,  without  the 
rational  prospect  of  producing  any  effect,  except 
that  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  among 
the  people,  and  thereby  introducing  mischie& 
which  may  last  to  the  remotest  generations. 
We  are  opening  a  Pandora's  box  of  political 
evils  which,  when  they  have  gone  abroad,  will 
not  even  leave  hope  at  the  bottom. 

This  system  of  regulating,  by  law,  the  private 
pursuits  of  men,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  passing  laws  for  increasing  the  profits  of 
certain  employments,  and  lessening  the  profits 
of  others,  thereby  driving  men  from  the  pur- 
suits of  their  choice  to  those  which  the  Crovern- 
ment  is  pleased  to  &vor,  has,  it  is  true,  been 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  other  nationis,  and 
comes  down  to  us  from  the  remotest  ages.  But 
I  consider  it,  sir,  only  as  a  part  of  that  system 
of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  ride,  to  which  men 


have  been  subjected  in  every  age.  If  ilia 
become  venerable,  it  is  only  fir«n  time,  a^ 
like  monarchy,  has  no  daims  to  oor  lop^ 
but  its  antiquity.  I  admit,  that,  in  fi)(M 
the  industry  of  individuals  has  alwajslMi 
thus  regulated.  We  know,  that  in  th^  «» 
try  emigration  is,  in  many  cases^  probiMtei; 
that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  empiojmest^ 
capital,  and  even  the  price  of  commodities,  ii| 
in  various  ways,  directed  and  contnllBi  h 
other  parts  of  Europe,  the  doctrine  of  v^ 
tion  is  carried  still  further,  and  a  xiiin{ » 
ligious  and  political  opinions,  as  well  ss  his  pr 
suits,  are  taken  ^' in  tiie  bdy  keqong"  of  ika 
whose  only  qualificaticu  for  the  task  oonistiii 
their  anxious  desire  to  keep  down  the  tept 
tions  of  the  immortal  mind. 

Sir,  it  would  afford  matter  for  corioos  ipc» 
latioiL  if  the  various  regulations  by  whkli  aft 
have  oeen  controlled  in  their  pursuits,  oooliill 
presented  in  one  view  to  our  considentioo.  li 
England,  we  find  that,  in  the  reign  of  Hon 
IV.,  the  Grown  was  authorized,  by  an  tAi 
Parliament,  to  order  '^  one  rood  of  flax  or  bM 
to  be  planted  for  every  sixty  acres  caltivw 
in  other  grains,"  and  this  was  done  for  dia^ 
pose,  as  it  is  quaintiy  expressed,  ^^  d.  mikiBgf' 
nets  and  eschewing  of  idleness."  But,  it  i»^ 
the  East  tiiat  we  &id  the  system,  advoeiledlf 
the  gentiemen  on  the  other  side,  carried  to  Ai 
greatest  perfection.  Without  dweUioft  ^ 
ever,  on  tills  topic,  I  will  concede  all  the  gad»' 
men  can  ask :  I  will  admit,  that  GoYeramtf 
have  everywhere,  and  in  every  age^  preand 
to  regulate  man  in  all  bis  purBail&  S^ 
thing  connected  with  his  existence,  from  Ai 
cradle  to  the  grave,  nay,  beyond  the  grave;  t&t 
language  he  shall  speak ;  the  food  he  sbifici^ 
the  trade  he  shall  follow ;  the  place  in  whidiv 
shall  dwell ;  the  opinions  he  ^uJl  dierish;  v 
books  he  shall  read,  and  the  God  he  sluJl  w- 
ship;  every  thing,  in  short,  whidi  beleqis^ 
him  as  a  created  being,  is  the  salgect  of  sHa* 
trary  regulation,  and  man  is  made  a  cztftan 
without  heart,  or  soul,  or  mind—*  "*• 
machine,  obedient  to  the  will  of  the  boafl 
artist  who  puts  it  into  operation.  Bat,  sMJ 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  esti^UisliD* 
of  our  Government  formed  a  new  era  in  the  i* 
tory  of  the  world,  and  that  the  pracdcal  opg 
tion  of  our  constitution  was  destined  ^^^ 
a  splendid  example  of  the  perfection  ^^[| 
man  would  attain,  when  l^eed  from  the  dtefiU* 
which  had  been  imposed  on  him  in  other  covb* 

tries.  We  were  taught  to  expect  that  a  ^2 
ment,  instituted  by  a  people,  and  admiui*** 
for  their  benefit  alone,  where  the  hamaa  dv 
would  be  left  without  restraint  to  P""?*? 
own  happiness  in  its  own  way,  mis^  (7? 
good  fruits,  recommend  a  free  system  toJJ 
nations.  I  can  well  recollect,  sir,  ^ /"Jf! 
the  first  lessons  instilled  into  my  nM  ^ 
which  made  the  deepest  and  most  ^^^  ? 
pression,  was  to  consider  the  BepabUcjajj^ 
tutions  of  my  country,  like  the  air  we  wj^ 
as  bestowing  life,  and  health,  and  bapi"''*' 
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irithout  oar  being  oonscions  of  the  means  by 
irbioh  these  inestimable  gifts  are  conferred; 
ike  the  providenoe  of  God.  nnfelt  and  nnseen, 
ret  dispensing  the  richest  nlessings  to  all  the 
children  of  men.  Bnt  these,  we  are  told,  are 
ihe  illnsions  of  the  imagination.  Han  cannot 
)»  safely  left  to  mark  ont  his  own  coarse  to 
lappiness ;  hot  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  yarions 
imployments  of  indastry  and  capital  most  be 
lo  artificially  arranged  and  balanced,  as  to  pro- 
ince  resolts  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

To  nnderstand  the  true  remedy  for  existing 
^vik,  we  mnst  ascertain  their  nature  and  ex- 
ianty  and  know  the  causes  which  prodnoed 
ihem.  I  beg  the  Indnl^nce  of  the  Senate 
whilst  I  prosecute  these  mquiries.  And  here, 
[  insist,  that  the  piotnres  of  the  great  distress 
md  acute  suffering  of  the  people  are  exaggerate 
^  All  daasea  of  our  people  are  sapplied  with 
bod — not,  as  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  of  a 
angle  kind,  and  of  insufficient  quantity,  but  in 
;reat  variety,  and  in  vast  abundance;  they 
tuiTe  convenient  dwellings,  sufBcient  ftiel,  and 
irarm  and  comfortable  clothing,  and  these 
bleesingB  are  possessed  to  an  extent  which 
teaves  no  room  for  complaint  in  any  part  of 
Hie  country.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of 
)dacating  our  children ;  colleges  have  advanced 
irith  a  rapidity  heretofore  unexampled,  and 
x>mmon  scnools  are  daily  springing  up  even  in 
the  wilderness;  a  religion,  pure  and  undefiled, 
kheds  its  bleasingB  on  our  heads,  and.  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  spirit  of  liberty  walks  abroad 
A  onr  land,  crushinff  the  oppressor,  inculcating 
ibe  lessons  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue,  giving 
>roteotion  to  the  weak,  and  security  to  aD. 
I^ow,  if  any  monarch  in  Europe  could,  by  pur- 
raing  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  bring  the  mass 
a  hifl  sulnects  into  tiiis  condition,  he  would 
M  followed  by  the  blessings  of  his  people,  and 
ironld  command  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

When  I  admit,  Uierefore,  that  the  counti^  is 
n  a  state  of  depression,  I  must  not  be  under- 
itood  as  conceding  that  there  is  any  want  of 
he  necessi^des  or  conveniences  of  life.  No, 
ir,  that  depression  consists  entirely  in  dimin- 
shed  prices  for  the  produce  of  our  labor,  and 
B  not  confined,  as  genUemen  have  supposed, 
o  certain  places,  or  to  particular  employments, 
Hit  embraces  the  whole  country,  and  is  almost 
^ually  felt  by  all  classes  in  society.  It  is  also 
amentably  true,  that  men  in  the  middle  and 
ligher  ranks  of  life,  are  considerably  involved 
n  debt,  and  I  will  certainly  not  attempt  to 
leny  that  these  are  evils  of  great  magnituae,  or 
hat  they  have  produced,  and  must  continue  to 
produce,  serious  embarrassments.  Now,  in 
earching  for  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things, 
t  is  not  a  little  astonishing  that  gentlemen 
hould  pass  over  the  great  political  events 
rhioh  have  obviously  placed  the  United  States 
n  a  new  position  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  tiie 
irorld,  and  should  look  entirely  to  temporary 
lircamstances  and  transient  causes;  such,  for 
nstance,  as  tlie  *^  balance  of  trade,"  and  tiie 
'drain  of  spede." 


The  fiiot,  that,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  French  revolution  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon, 
the  United  States  occupied  a  neutral  position, 
and  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  monopolizing  the 
carrving  trade,  and  commanding  for  her  bread- 
stuff the  markets  of  the  wond,  would  suf- 
ficientiy  account,  not  only  for  the  rapid  growth 
and  extraordinary  prosperity  of  our  country, 
but  also  for  the  temporary  depression  which 
must  result  from  the  loss  of  these  advantages. 
Our  fields  have  almost  literally  been  fertilized 
by  the  blood  of  Europe ;  we  have  fattened  on 
the  crimes  of  her  tyrants,  and  the  sufferings  of 
her  people.  This  has  resulted  entirely  fVom 
our  pectdiar  and  felicitous  situation ;  a  nation 
at  peace,  with  a  salubrious  climate,  a  rich  and 
varied  soil,  and  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
protected  and  fostered  by  a  f^ee  Government^ 
and  liberal  institutions;  whilst  aU  the  rest  of 
the  world  was  involved  in  the  horrors  of  war. 
That  an  increase  in  wealth  beyond  all  former 
example,  and  in  general  prosperity  without  a 
parallel,  should  have  sprung  out  of  such  a  state 
of  things,  was  natural,  and,  indeed,  inevitable. 
The  consequence,  however,  of  this  forced  pros- 

gerity,  was  that  the  wages  of  labor  and  the 
iterest  of  money  became  extravagantiy  high, 
foreign  capital  and  skill  were  attracted  to  our 
shores,  and  a  premature  impulse  being  given  to 
industry,  results  were  produced  so  surprising,  as 
to  border  upon  fiible.  American  enterprise, 
lUce  tiie  lamp  of  the  magidan,  converted  every 
thing  it  tou<med  into  gold ;  the  growth  of  cen- 
turies was  attained  in  a  few  years,  and  ftom 
youth,  the  nation  sprang  up  at  once,  and  at- 
tained not  only  tiie  vigor  and  strength  of  man- 
hood, but  a  g^t*s  stature.  It  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  state  of  prosperity 
which  I  have  described,  that  habits  A  expense 
should  be  formed  which  nothing  but  extraordi- 
nary profits  could  support  Every  thing  was 
conducted  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the  original 
curse,  '*  that  man  should  eat  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,''  was  unfelt  and  foraotten. 
At  the  very  moment  that  we  were  indulging 
in  golden  dreams  of  endless  prosperity^-4he 
restoration  of  tranquillity  to  Europe,  and  the 
return  of  all  nations  to  the  arts  of 'peace, 
brought  her  subjects  at  once  into  competition 
with  our  merchants  and  formers,  in  aU  those 
pursuits  fi*om  which  they  had  reaped  such  rich 
rewards.  The  loss,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the 
foreign  market  for  our  grsdn,  and  of  the  carry- 
ing trade ;  the  loss,  in  one  word,  of  our  neutral 
position,  produced  a  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  people^  which  could  not  fail  to  be  severely 
felt.  This  change,  which  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  have  been  painful,  has  unfor- 
tunately been  rendered  peculiarly  oppressive  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  by  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  currency — ^the  multiplication  of 
bankft— the  extendve  issue  of  the  paper  money, 
and  the  uiyast  interference  of  the  Legislatures 
of  some  of  the  States,  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  debts.  In  some  of  the  Western  Statea 
for  example,  paper  banks  were  established,  and 
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money  iasaed  to  an  extent  almost  incredible. 
In  one  of  those  States,  forty  banks  were  incor- 
porated by  a  sin^e  act  of  the  Legislature ;  they 
were  located  in  different  parts  of  the  country — 
an  immense  amount  of  paper  was  issued  and 
droulated — ^the  fanners  were  tempted  to  borrow 
and  indulge  themselves  in  the  most  extravagant 
expenditures,  and  when  this  evil  had  readied 
its  height — ^tneir  local  banks  (having,  by  their 
worthless  paper,  driven  all  the  specie  out  of 
the  country)  stopped  buaness,  and  left  the  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  debts  how  they  could. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Exllt's  motion  was  then 
pnt|  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  88.  60 
the  highest  rate  of  duty  proposed  on  cotton 
bagging  was  stricken  out. 


TuKSDAT,  May  4. 

7^  Tariff. 

The  bin  from  the  House  of  B^resentatives, 
''to  amend  the  several  acts  for  iznposing  duties 
<m  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  ror  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oottan  Minimumi, 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Eluott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
Btriking  out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  the 
minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton 
doths  and  cotton  twist,  yam,  or  thread,  are  to 
be  calculated. 

Mr.  Tatlox,  of  Yirginia>  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  The  honorable  Senator  who 
has  Just  sat  down  (Mr.  Ruckoss)  has  selected 
the  cotton  manufacture,  as  indicating,  by  its 
eucoees,  both  the  course  we  ought  to  pursue 
as  to  the  wooUen,  and  even  as  to  the  en- 
tire system,  without  discriminating  between 
the  fjftoilities  attached  to  cottoiL  and  with- 
out taking  any  general  view  or  the  conse- 
quences to  be  expected  from  the  entire  bill. 
Each  of  its  items  is  said  to  be  a  national  object, 
and  each  of  its  speculations,  however  local  or 
selfish,  conceals  its  true  character^  by^  asfluming 
an  epithet  used  by  avarice  to  deceive  ignorance. 
There  is  no  better  mode  of  detecting  the  artifice, 
and  anticipating  its  designs,  than  that  of  review- 
ing the  projects  which  have  heretofore  promised 
national  blessings,  and  inflicted  nationid  calami- 
ties. Of  these!  nave  seen  a  succesdon,  calcu- 
lated to  raise  up  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  at  the 
expense  of  labor  and  industry ;  whUe  each  pro- 
ject as  loudly  protested  that  it  only  contemplated 
the  good  of  the  nation,  as  is  done  by  the  several 
items  of  this  bilL 

The  first  of  these  projects  occurred  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  Qovernment.  The  Revolu- 
tionary war  had  thrown  into  circulation  a  paper 
currency.  State  and  Federal,  of  various  denomi- 
nations, such  as  paper  money,  certificates,  and 
final  settiementa.  Everybody  had  obtained 
some  of  these  currencies,  and  all  had  greatly 
depreciated.  Under  the  pretext  of  establishing 
national  credit  a  combination  of  men  was  form- 
ed, who  ingeniously  got  possession  of  certain 


descriptions  of  these  coireneieB,  and  eieded  1 
conversion  of  them,  both  principal  and  i&tan^ 
into  spede;  leaving  the   great  bdk  of  |ft 
currencies,  founded  upcn  assuraiMeB  e^ 
solemn,  and  circulated  hj  the  same  nsooHtfiti 
perish  without  redemption.     This  mas  H^ 
difihsed  among  the  people,  the  puipoiecftti 
proposed  national  prqject  would  not  ban  \m 
effected,  had  the  same  degree  of  juatke  tes 
rendered  to  aU.     Kext  followed,  for  tbe » 
tional  good,  also,  tiie  aasumption  of  the  M 
debts;  but  it  resulted  in  giving  a  qiedeidi 
to  sudbt  portions  of  State  ouzrendes  as  hadbM 
monopolized,  and  leaving  the  rest  to  ^mk 
Banking  was  the  next  project  brou^tforn^ 
also  for  the  national  good ;  and  how  &r  ifcta 
fulfilled  this  profession,  or  whether  it  bii  «4 
effected  its  real  design  of  traDsfening  v«dl 
from  industry  to  fraud,  the  Senate  knows,  i 
tariff  to  introduce  and  nourish  mannfahwi' 
was  the  next  national  project    It  profesHiji 
detestation  of  every   mercenary  ^ev;  m 
patriots— disinterested  patriots—weresfeaif  ^ 
out  of  the  earth  in  geological  mawi.   tt' 
pension  law  was  the  last  prqjeet  which  I  M 
recur  to,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  pntotc 
national  good,  always  used  and  seldom  fisIfilMi 

In  order,  sir,  to  display  the  effects  of  this  M^ 
cession  of  national  projectB,  I  have  prspttti  M 
account,  every  item  of  which  is  extraetodiidV| 
or  Bustamed  by,  documents  frt)m  the  seventh 
partments,  but  chiefly  from  tiie  retnmsof  fli 
Senate's  resolution  on  the  first  d^  of  Mv4| 
1828,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pn^K)ee,ftrH 
purpose  of  obtaining  facts  to  be  used  vi^^ 
subject,  expected  to  occur  at  the  pi^^^^J^^ 

But,  berore  I  adduce  the  account  exbsM 
from  these  returns,  I  must  premise  that  thectf^ 
trast  thereby  exhibited  between  nine  and  sevtf 
teen  States  is  by  no  meana  intended  as  a  00* 
plaint  against  the  former,  as  States,  on  aMO*| 
of  the  great  pecuniary  advantsges  they  alw 
ei^oy.    These,  so  far  as  they  are  deriTedfros 
the  legitimate  sonroes  of  superior  skill  aads* 
dustry,  do  not  excite  any  envy  in  the  Sontf^B 
States.     Far  from  grudging  them  ^  J* 
acquisitions  of  wealth,  we  {Mrtioipate  ia  »<" 
genuine  exhibitions  of  pro^erity,  and  ^jS^^ 
the  success  of  their  honest  industay.   We  eiiB' 
plain  only  of  le^ative  frauds  by  vhidi  ^ 
property  to  a  great  extent,  and  theirBtotg 
amount,  is  transferred  fit)m  poverty  to  afllu** 
— ^ftrom  labor  to  ease-^and  from  u^**/^ 
idleness.    We  complwn,  independentl?  «  ** 
gross  oppression  thus  inflicted  nponiam™g 
tiiat  this  policy  is  merely  a  copy  of  the  MF! 
combination   between   the  Qovenmwnt  •■ 
capitalists,  and  only  tends  towards  the  ^b^"'?^ 
ment  of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  sooh  «  ^ 
produced  in  Engiaild  by  the  same  proco".  * 
compliun  that  this  pQlicy,  so  OPP'?"''*  *^^ 
jority,  and  so  adverse  to  tiie  prindples l>y*JJ" 
alone  a  just  and  free  government  ?*°J?  2 
served,  has  already  proceeded  here  withs^^ 
strides  as  that  this  legiaUtive  grant  has  he^ 
a  maUAi — ^perhi^  an  ovennatoh— ^  ■b'*^ 
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tore,  ahip-building,  and  commerce,  imited.  We 
believe  that  this  aristocratical  pecuniary  com- 
bination  will  constitate  a  more  oppressive  gov- 
ernment here  than  in  England,  because  there  it 
oan  onlj  intrigue  with  a  very  few  interests ; 
whereas  here  it  can  enlist  geographical  and 
local  interestfiL  as  instruments  to  work  on  its  side 
and  provide  lor  its  avarice.  In  England,  the 
agricultural  interest  is  very  different  from  ours 
*-lt  is  that  of  landlords,  nnited  by  one  impulse, 
too  powerful  to  be  coerced,  and  requiring  equiva- 
lencies. Here  the  agricultural  interest  is  divid- 
ed by  climates  and  dissimilar  products.  The 
le^slative  pecuniary  aristocracy  here  may 
tl^refore  enlist  auxiliaries  by  local  partialities, 
which  it  cannot  do  in  England.  It  may  get 
votes  by  indulgences  to  wool-growers  and 
hemp-growers,  and  draw  recruits  from  agricul- 
ture itself,  to  nght  in  its  mercenary  ranks.  This 
fact  forcibly  illustrates  the  intention  of  the  con- 
stitution in  giving  to  Congress  a  power  "  to  reg- 
idate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes ; "  to  use  the  '\irord  c(nnmerc6  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  the  Union  and  the 
local  independence  of  the  States ;  to  use  it  in 
the  same  sense  obviously  annexed  to  it  m  the 
oaaes  of  foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes.  As 
a  pecnniary  aristocracy  could  not  convert  these 
nations  and  tribes  into  victims  for  feeding  its 
avarice,  in  virtue  of  the  word  commerce,  so 
that  word  was  never  intended  to  invest  it  with 
a  power  of  rioting  npon  the  entrails  of  devoted 
States.  The  uniformity  required  in  the  impo- 
sition of  imposts  and  other  taxes,  corresponds 
with  a  construction  of  this  word  which  leaves 
unimpaired  the  local  justice  and  security  in- 
tended to  be  established  by  this  uniformity,  and 
visbly  interdicts  the  destruction  of  one  of  the 
plainest  principles  of  our  Federal  Union,  by 
giTing  to  a  single  word,  used  in  a  particular 
case,  and  limited  to  a  special  application,  a 
meaning  which  would  obliterate  substantially 
the  uniformity  required,  and  expose  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  to  the  frauds  and  oppressions 
which  this  rule  was  intended  to  prevent. 

I  return  to  the  acoonnt  presently  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Senate.  It  consists  of  a  retro- 
q>ective  view  of  the  projects  called  nationetif  by 
which  the  nation  has  been  deluded  to  submit  to 
an  nnconstitutiona]  tribute,  both  fraudulent  and 
of^ressive.  Sir:  it  is  right  to  follow  Ihe  ex- 
ample of  one  or  the  freest  nations  commemo- 
rated by  history,  in  calling  a  spade  a  spade. 
The  oapitaliBts,  however,  whose  ioeifare  is  not 
recited  as  an  object  of  taxation  by  the  constitn- 
tioiu  have,  with  wonderful  ingenuity,  persuaded 
vs  tiiat  a  spade  is  a  punch-ladle;  and  whilst 
they  are  loading  us  with  tools  to  be  laboriously 
used  for  their  benefit,  contend  that  spades, 
ploughs,  and  pitchforks,  are  instruments  of  lux- 
ury, filled  with  excellent  viands,  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  agriculturists.  This  exceeds  the  in- 
genuity of  Lord  Peter,  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a 
Tab,  who  contended  that  a  crust  of  bread  was 
a  leg  of  mutton — both  of  these  might  be  eaten. 
Vou  VIL-S7 


The  whole  amount  annually  drawn  by  the 
nine  from  the  seventeen  States  is  $28,456,585 
according  to  this  statement.  Of  this  sum,  $12,- 
628,014  IS  imposed  by  legal  contrivances,  and 
$15,828,672  gained  by  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions. Is  a  policy  beneficial  to  the  people  of 
the  nine  States,  by  which  they  are  exposed  to 
a  risk  of  losing  the  income  they  derive  from 
tonnage  and  importationsL  for  Ihe  sake  of  ex- 
torting a  tribute  from  industry,  amounting  to 
$7,866,650,  of  which  they  must  pay  a  portion, 
to  be  bestowed  upon  a  capitalist  interest? 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  results  of  the 
computation  are  probably  too  low  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  No  profit  is  charged  on  the 
advance  of  duties  by  the  nine  States,  though, 
as  these  are  added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and 
long  credits  given  for  them,  they  must  produce 
a  large  profit.  No  coasting  tonnage  profit  is 
charged,  though  that  also  must  be  great.  The 
bounties  to  the  fisheries  are  noticed.  One-half 
of  the  manufacturing  capital  u  deducted,  and 
the  profit  only  computed  upon  the  other  half. 
The  profit  made  by  the  nine  States  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certainly  too  low. 
The  charge  of  one-seventh  of  tonnage  and  im- 
portations to  the  seventeen  States  exceeds  the 
reports.  And  the  gain  of  ten  per  centum  on 
the  commercial  business  done  by  the  nine  for 
the  seventeen  States  is  probably  too  low,  as  it 
indndes  both  the  profit  made  on  goods  sold,  and 
on  products  purchased.  It  wul  also  be  dis- 
covered, by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  I  auL  that  sundry  items  which 
would  have  increasea  the  inequidity,  are  omit- 
ted in  the  account. 

Sir,  the  deficiency  of  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions in  the  seventeen  States  must  arise  from 
some  cause.  They  have  water,  wood,  and 
iron,  and  yet  are  almost  without  ships  or 
commerce,  except  at  the  three  points  of  Balti- 
more. Charleston,  and  New  Orleans.  What 
can  tnis  cause  be  but  the  annual  drafts  from 
their  capital?  Before  »these  drafts  were  car- 
ried to  their  present  enormity,  the  Southern 
States  imported  chiefiy  for  theoiselves,  and  had 
begun  to  build  vessels.  Why  is  it  that  the 
enumerated  points  suffer  less  by  this  defraud- 
ing policy  than  the  other  parts  of  the  seventeen 
States?  Because  Baltimore  and  Charleston  re- 
ceive a  considerable  share  of  the  tribute  it  im- 
poses, and  New  Orleans  is  too  far  from  the 
nine  States  to  have  its  commerce  intercepted. 
But  even  these  points  suffer  considerably  by 
the  drafts  coerced  from  ihe  people,  upon  whose 
prosperity  theirs  depends,  for  patronizing  a  pe« 
cuniary  aristocracy  b^  fraudulent  laws. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  seventeen 
States  did  not  employ  Northern  importers 
and  tonnage,  they  must  employ  British.  But 
this  would  not  follow,  nnless  Britain  could  pre- 
vent them  from  importing,  or  building  ships^  by 
legislating  away,  their  capital,  as  she  did  before 
the  Eevolution.  Factories  cannot  be  bmlt,  nor 
manufactures  carried  on,  it  is  said,  without  capi- 
tal.   How,  then,  can  ships  be  bmlt,  or  the  im- 
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portiDg  bii8iD66B  be  carried  on,  bj  the  seyenteen 
States,  whilst  exposed  to  an  enormous  annoai 
draft  from  their  capital!  Protection  means 
only  capital  or  monopoly.  Do  not  oonmieroe 
and  ship-bailding  lanffaish  in  the  seventeen 
States  f  Why,  then,  take  away  protection  from 
them,  if  capital  must  be  called  by  that  treaoher- 
ons  name? 

It  is  also  said  that  the  balance  of  trade  with 
foreign  nations  is  against  ns;  and  this  being  as- 
sumed as  a  fftct,  it  b  repeatedly  urged  as  a  con- 
clusive argument  in  favor  of  the  tariC  The 
argnment  is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be 
,  delusive.  A  commercial  balance  of  trade  can- 
not be  measured  by  money  nor  by  custom- 
houses with  accuracy.  The  prices  at  which  the 
exchanged  commodities  sell,  and  the  difference 
of  labor  employed  in  their  production,  owing 
to  different  dlmates  and  soils,  go  deeply  into 
the  subject  As  it  is  impossible  to  discover 
these,  and  many  other  facts,  necessary  to  be- 
stow certainty  upon  the  estimate,  the  conclu- 
sion assumed  is  obviously  a  deception.  But, 
admitting  it  to  be  true,  how  stands  the  balance 
of  trade  between  the  nine  and  the  seventeen 
States  f  If  a  balance  of  trade  between  nations 
and  the  United  States  is  ruinous  to  the  latter, 
will  a  balance  of  trade  against  the  seventeen 
States,  and  in  £avor  of  Uie  nine,  enrich  the 
former?  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  cUs- 
tinction  between  a  supposed  pecuniary  bal- 
ance arising  from  commerce,  and  a  pecuniary 
balance  arising  from  a  tribute.  Although  the 
former  cannot  be  correctly  measured  by  money, 
the  latter  may.  Thus  it  may  happen  that  the 
apparent  balance  in  favor  of  the  nine  States 
may  be  somewhat  diminished  by  the  inexplica- 
ble operations  of  conuneroe,  whilst  the  tribute 
paid  by  one  country  to  another,  by  a  nation  to 
a  despot,  or  by  the  seventeen  States  to  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy,  admits  of  little  or  no  compen- 
sation. The  latter  constitutes  a  balance,  not  of 
a  commercial  character,  but  between  industry 
and  oppression,  paid  by  one,  and  received  by  the 
other.  It  is  true  that  both  banking  and  the 
tariff,  which  operate  in  the  same  way  upon 
these  objects,  promise  a  compensation  to  indus- 
try, as  an  indemnity  for  their  spoliations,  and 
we  have  now  been  in  search  of  this  indemnity 
for  above  twenty  years.  Have  we  found  it  f 
Industry  relies  upon  faith  alone  for  salvation, 
like  an  ultra  Christian,  and  rejects  visible  works 
as  wholly  ineffectual.  The  Deity  may  reward 
us  for  our  faith;  but  what  proof  did  a  pecu- 
niary project  or  an  aristocracy  ever  give  of  a 
title  to  this  divine  attribute  ?  Alas  I  poor  human 
nature.  Where  is  its  boasted  intellect  or  dig- 
nity f  It  wimts  dothes,  and  strips  itself  to 
adorn  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  food,  and  starves 
itself  to  feed  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  drink, 
and  thirsts  to  drench  an  aristocracy.  It  wants 
a  circulating  currency,  and  to  obtain  it,  pays  to 
an  aristocracy  annual  millions  for  a  fraudulent 
one.  Could  it  deprive  itself  of  air  and  water 
for  the  same  reasons,  it  would  probably  give 
further  proofs  of  its  wisdom,  and  ronaer  its 


mannfaotory  of  privatitCMiB  for  itself  eonpfaa 
And  it  is  induced  to  suffer  all  these  pnn&si 
by  the  delusion  of  an  ima^^ary  balanoe  of  wk 
with  foreign  nations. 

History  offers  us  many  proofe  that  Urii  bi 
anoe  is  imaginary.  I  shall  cite  but  twa  2m 
was  raised  from  barbarism  and  povertj  to  dn- 
ization  and  wealth,  by  exchanging  her  agncst 
tural  products  for  European  manufaetamdi- 
ing  several  centuries^  The  same  axoiie^ 
previoody  to  their  revcdution,  enaUedtbepo^ 
moes  to  subdue  a  wilderness,  and  to  oMi 
unexampled  prosperity  and  happinessi  Us 
arose  from  an  exchange  of  agiicultnnl  k 
manufactured  products,  by  which  eidM^ 
mutual  demands  were  created,  and  toM 
wealth  and  happiness  diffused.  It  w^  ^ 
difficult  to  aaoertain  whether  Britain  «ii 
provinces  flourished  most  during  the  periil 
that  this  coDunerce  was  suffered  to  regolitik^ 
self.  Then  there  were  no  banks  nor  tarifiH 
rob  agriculture  of  its  income,  and  enrich  • 
aristocratioal  order  of  men;  and  ezohiqA 
although  confined  to  Britain,  embraced  ssii 
multitude  of  individuals,  as  to  endow  Ihspw* 
inoes  with  happiness  and  an  ever-growipgiW' 
perity.  At  length,  Britain^  disoerning  Ai 
rapid  acquisitions  of  the  provinces  arinAg  &■ 
these  oonuneroial  exchanges,  became  enn* 
of  their  wealth,  and  resolved  to  fleecs  th«« 
it  by  taxing  them  to  enrich  herseli  Sbt  i^ 
solved  to  constitute  hersblf  by  laws  into  apai^ 
niary  aristocraoy,  and  supplant  the  effecH* 
conomercial  exchanges,  by  creating  the  offi*' 
sive  balance  mearared  by  money.  Swj^ 
tribute  would  have  been  precisely  auiulv  toW 
tribute  imposed  by  banks  and  protectiog  tm 
to  bestow  money  on  an  internal  ari^ocnf • 
But  our  gallant  and  wise  ancestors^  diieMI 
the  difference  between  a  tribute  to  an  tn^ 
racy  and  commerical  exchai^^  took  np  i9| 
to  repel  the  former  project  in  its  in&Dcji  v 
free  themselvee  frt>m  the  meditated  (^pn*^^ 
Can  we,  thdr  sous,  discern  no  diffewpoej|' 
tween  paying  taxes  to  enrich  domestic  pec^ 
ary  combinations,  or  to  obtain  the  bleeaqgl* 
a  just  and  free  Government  t  Will  taiati«i» 
the  coffers  of  wealth,  pay  the  national  d«M 
transmit  the  same  degree  of  liberty  to  oorjr 
scendonts,  which  we  received  frcin  our  v^ 
fathers!  Have  we  so  degenerated,  «J^ 
blind  to  that  futurity  to  which  their  fonoP 
extended?  ,  . 

A  curious  pair  of  reasons  ia  urged  tf^ 
fenceof  the  protecting  tariff  project  I**2f 
said  that  competition  will  desUoy  P^'^'j'i 
and  also  that  it  wiQ  produce  it    ^^^^ 
the  first  assertion,  the  manufactoriDg^^^ 
loudly  urge  the  pron>erity  they  eiyojed  »F 
nods  of  war  and  embargo.    In  snpp*^^ 
second,  they  insist,  that  competjuoa  iw 
themselves  will  in  time  produce  DsHomFf 
perity,  by  recreating  the  violated  jostw* « 
fair  principle.    But  why  is  this  hostige  fir  P 
tecting  property,  bv  securing  it  again^  ww^ 
gressiens  of  le^  frauds  for  transfemog  »     • 
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raridons  oapitelists,  to  be  sospended  in  order 
>  reyiye  itf  Why  should  it  be  kUled  now,  from 
hope  of  a  Jovfiil  reenrreotion  f 
The  rcttret  for  the  lose  of  war  and  embarffoea 
cpreased  by  the  iaotory  capitalists,  is  an  lllnB- 
ration  of  tiie  prosperity  to  be  reaped  by  a 
ecnniaiy  aristocracy  from  the  destmction  of 
Mnpetition ;  and  the  Joy  expressed  by  the  peo- 
le  on  the  restoration  of  thenr  prosperity  when 
iese  calamities  ceased,  is  a  proof  or  the  general 
rosperity  prodooed  by  competition.  A  pro- 
moting dnty  tariff  is,  in  fiict,  a  war  or  an  em- 
argo  in  disguise,  producing  partially  the  very 
une  evils  produced  by  similar  causes,  under 
iflbrent  names.  The  degrees  or  extent  of  these 
vils,  does  not  alter  their  nature,  however  they 
lay  graduate  the  calamity ;  Just  as  the  same 
lose  graduates  the  fluctuations  of  quidEmlver 
I  a  thermometer,  partial  monopolies  produce 
uschiefs  comparative  only  in  relation  to  com- 
lete  monopohes,  produced  bv  wars  and  em- 
argoes;  but  they  are  founded  in  the  same 
rinciple,  and,  if  pushed  to  their  utmost  ex- 
dut,  would  terminate  in  the  policy  of  a  perpet- 
al  war  or  embargo.  They  are  less  expensive 
D  the  people,  and  less  destructive  of  their 
reslth  and  happiness  than  complete  monopo- 
es,  but,  though  a  more  tolerable  oppression, 
bie?  are  still  c^presmve. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  oppression,  in 
eferenoe  to  the  seventeen  States,  will  be  seen. 
»y  recollecting  the  account  which  I  have  stated 
0  the  Senate.  By  that  it  appears  clearly,  I 
hink,  that  the  capitalists  created  and  nurtured 
»y  laws,  reeiding  in  the  nine  States,  are  now 
nnually  receiving  above  twelve  millions  drawn 
h)m  the  seventeen.  This  considerably  exceeds 
he  taxes  paid  by  the  nine  States,  and  there- 
ore,  if  States  were  only  to  be  considered,  in 
istimatin^  taxation  and  distributing  money  by 
aws,  it  IS  apparent  that  the  nine  States  pay 
ko  taxes  at  all,  and  are,  iadeed,  receiving  a 
ribute  fh>m  the  seventeen,  because  the  acquisi- 
ion  of  the  pecuniary  aristocracy  residing  with- 
n  the  nine  States,  exceeds  the  sum  paid  by  these 
States  in  taxes.  The  observation,  however,  does 
lot  apply  to  the  people  of  those  nine  States, 
^ho  are  not  pecuniiffy  capitalists.  They  are 
lefrauded  by  their  contributions  to  the  legal 
iristocracy,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  with 
the  people  of  the  other  States. 

I  retarn,  sir,  to  the  doctrines  of  competition, 
intending  that  it  is  both  good  and  bad.  The 
capitalists,  whilst  conrtinff  agriculture  for  the 
»e  of  her  fortune,  are  obliffM  to  advance  con- 
tradiotions,  by  first  telling  her  that  protection 
•gainst  competition  is  necessary  for  their  pros- 
P^ty ;  and  then,  that  a  destruction  of  this  pro- 
tection by  competition  is  necessary  for  the  pros- 
perity of  all  other  interests.  And  agriculture, 
y  if  blinded  by  love,  has  been  for  vears  the 
^«»pe  of  this  kind  of  reasoning.  Admitting  that 
competition  between  nations  is  a  bad  thing,  and 
tluit  a  national  monopoly  is  a  good  one,  it  does 
^i  follow  that  internal  monopolies,  by  which 
one  neighbor  robs  another,  are  also  good.    But, 


excluding  the  idea  of  monopolies  inflicted  by 
ourselves  upon  ourselves,  upon  Uie  whole  in- 
dustrious class  of  society,  to  enrich  a  very  few 
of  its  unproductive  members;  let  us  admit  that 
it  is  wise  policy  In  one  nation  to  establish  a 
monopoly  which  shall  bring  into  its  ooffidrs  the 
industry  of  another,  and  very  foolish  policy  in 
the  plundered  nation  to  submit,  like  ignorant 
savages,  to  the  operation.  Here  we  have 
twenty-fflx  nations  concerned  in  this  scramble 
for  money.  If  it  Is  wise  for  nine  of  them  to  get 
it  from  seventeen,  by  a  long  list  of  tariff  mo- 
nopolies, would  it  not  also  be  wise  for  the 
seventeen  to  keep  their  own  money,  if  they 
have  any  means  of  doing  sot  But  how  can 
they  do  itf  By  the  same  means  which  are 
nsed,  aa  is  said,  to  prevent  a  British  nation 
bringing  their  manufactures  here  to  get  away 
the  money  of  an  American  nation.  A  Y irgin- 
ian  nation  may  use  these  means  to  prevent  its 
money  from  being  carried  off  by  a  Rhode  Island, 
or  any  other  nation.  The  notion  that  the 
twenty-six  States  are  but  one  nation,  is  similar 
to  an  assertion  that  the  Idnxdoms  and  princi- 
palities of  Germany,  probably  as  numerous, 
constitute  but  one  nation,  and,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  no  harm  if  some  of  them  could 
get  the  money  of  the  others  by  monopolies  or 
protecting  duties.  If  this  was  attempted,  would 
not  some  members  of  the  Gkrmanic  Ck)nfeder- 
ation  be  Justifiable  in  using  the  means  to  keep 
their  money,  used  by  others  to  get  itf 

TarifiGs,  operating  internally,  are  simply  ex- 
dsea,  with  only  one  difference;  the  former  cut 
off  or  take  away  money  from  some  dtizens  to 
give  it  to  others;  the  latter  transfer  the  money 
to  a  Grovemment.  I  remember,  however,  the 
case  of  an  excise  which  happened  whilst  I  was 
a  youth,  bearing  a  great  similitude  to  a  tariff 
At  that  time,  in  the  country  where  I  lived, 
there  were  great  bodies  of  uncultivated  lands 
called  ranges,  very  convenient  for  raising  hogs* 
But  it  unfortunately  happened  that  a  race  of 
men  appeared  who  introduced  the  habit  of  ex* 
dfldng  this  agricultural  product  most  severely* 
At  length  a  hog  raiser  agreed  to  give  the  hog 
exciser  ten  per  cent  of  his  annual  crop  of  bogs, 
if  he  would  consent  to  his  keying  the  rest  for 
his  own  use.  After  a  year  or  two.  the  hoff  ex- 
ciseman told  the  hog  owner  that  ne  could  not 
prosper  without  fwther  protection,  and  the 
nog  owner,  thinking  it  better  to  save  some  of 
his  hogs  than  none^  asreed  to  give  him  twen^ 
per  cent  of  his  hogs  if  he  wotud  let  him  kem* 
the  rest  But  the  hog  exoiseman  was  rendered 
by  this  twenty  per  cent  still  more  eager  for 
farther  protection,  and  demanded  thirty,  which 
was  also  given  hj  the  hog  raiser.  Even  this 
did  not  satisfy  this  tariff  or  exciseman,  and  his 
demands  became  so  extravagant  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  hog  riuser  was  exhausted,  and  in 
great  anger  he  resolved  not  to  submit  any  longer 
to  the  imposition. 

Now,  what  is  to  prevent  the  States,  whose 
agricultural  profits  have  been  excised  and  ex- 
cised, time  after  time^  by  tariffs  upon  tariffit, 
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until  they  are  nearly  or  quite  cat  0%  from 
using  excises,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  these 
profits.  If  a  thief  is  in  the  habit  of  catting 
away  the  parses  of  a  whole  community,  surely 
tiiat  community  may  preyent  him  from  bring- 
ing his  knife  among  them.  By  the  constitution, 
the  States  znay*  nndonbtedly,  lay  excises  to 
prevent  the  tariff  knife  ftt>m  cutting  away  their 
purses.  They  may  extend  these  excises,  as  a 
tariff  is  extended,  to  prohibitions.  If  it  was 
patriotic  and  magnanimous  in  Patrick  Henry  to 
exdaim  "  we  must  fight"  rather  than  submit  to 
some  triffing  tarifb,  or  excises,  or  taxes,  impos- 
ed by  England  on  the  provinoes,  will  it  be  also 
magnanimous  and  patriotic  in  Btates,  which  are 
not  provinces,  to  submit  to  the  perpetual  pay- 
ment of  an  imposition  a  thousand  fold  greater, 
to  obtain  the  tyranny  of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  r 
It  was  said,  that  as  Gk>d  made  iron  ore,  it  would 
be  impious  not  to  use  it,  and  that  the  tarifiE^  as 
to  iron,  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  crime  of  neg- 
lecting to  cultivate  the  deagn  of  Providence. 
God  also  made  the  sea.  Is  it  pious  to  intercept 
the  comforts  and  blessinss  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  distribute  throughout  the  world,  by  a 
tariff?  To  the  same  divine  creation  a  man  is 
indebted  for  two  hands.  Would  it  be  pious  to 
transfer  one  hand  from  some  men  to  others? 
A  tariff  to  enrich  a  capitalist  interest  does  this, 
since  there  is  no  Terence  between  taking 
away  the  hand  itself  or  what  it  produces. 

But  it  is  fortunate  that  the  States  need  not 
fight  to  prevent  the  hands  of  their  people  from 
being  amputated.  They  may  impose  prohib- 
itory excises  upon  the  factory-knives  which  cut 
away  their  purses.  They  may  extend  such 
excises  to  the  four-footed  animi^  coming  frt>m 
those  States  which  have  fortuitoosly  concurred 
in  whetting  those  knives.  The  latter  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  save  the  remnant  of  a 
perishing  agriculture,  in  the  States  which  re- 
ceive little  or  no  share  of  the  fiictory  bounties. 
Although  they  cannot  raise  horses^  hogs,  and 
oatUe,  and  the  tariff  principle,  which  dictates 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  competition  to  the  fac- 
tories for  the  enouragement  of  manuflActures, 
dictates  to  the  suffering  States  the  exdusion  of 
agricultoral  competition,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  their  own  agri<mltare,  by  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  aU  animals  which  they  can 
rdse  themselves. 

Sir,  the  trade  in  live  stock  has  been,  and 
might  continue  to  be,  a  highly  beneficial  one  to 
the  Western  States,  and  yet  they  are  about  to 
destroy  it  by  impoverishing  their  customers  and 
compelling  them  to  raise  those  stocks  for  them- 
selves, under  the  notion  that  the  tariff  bill  will 
convert  the  Western  people  into  manufacturers. 
Europe  was  led  into  a  competition  with  the 
Turks  for  the  Holy  Land,  by  a  monk,  who  is 
said,  by  historians,  to  have  been'  a  mighty 
orator,  and,  after  a  vast  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  the  competition  failed,  because,  on  the 
part  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  an  effort  to  hreak 
down  the  laws  of  nature.  80  will  terminate 
the  fatuity  of  the  Western  States,    The  laws  of 


nature  will  inevitably  frustrate  tiieir  ftnoM 
competition  witii  the  Eastern  States,  in  uumu&o- 
turing.    They  are  remote  from  the  ocean.    In- 
dustiy  is  not  as  necessary  to  the  same  extent 
for  their  comfort,  as  to  the  Eastern  States. 
Centuries  will  elapse  before  their  popoktioD 
will  become  sufficientiy  dense,  to  create  tiie 
stimulus  of  want.    And  long,  long  will  it  be^ 
and  may  it  be,  before  a  hi^-minded  people 
shall  sacrifice  the  happiness  and  comfiirt<^ 
possessing  the  rich  valleys  of  the  IGsaaBpi^ 
and  of  its  tributary  streams,  epaaioos  enough  to 
constitute  an  empire,  for  the  purpose  of  wtitr 
ing  upon  spindles,  plunging  into  a  hopdees 
competition,  and  placing  upon  a  throne  the  ty- 
rant caUed  apecuniary  aristooraqy. 

Sir,  the  Western  States  have  already  tried 
the  experiment,  and  are  writhing  under  its  lash. 
What  nas  the  existing  tariff  done  for  them  I  It 
has  for  years,  with  inexorable  consistency,  taken 
away  the  money  annually  gained,  to  a  great 
amount,  by  their  live  stock  trade.    Had  the 
Western  States,  during  this  period^  mannfiot^^ 
ed  for  themselves,  instead  of  pursoing  the  phan- 
tom of  manu&cturing  for  others,  this  nKwy 
would  have  accumulated,  and  their  dislwfisM 
have  long  since  disappeared.    Instead  of  uii^ 
they  have  fostered  the  system  of  a  caiiitalister 
aristocratic  privileged  interest,  and  this  systao 
has  swallowed  up  both  their  m<»ey  and  the 
money  of  the  Southern  States,  the  diminntvn 
of  whose  prosperity  diminishes  theirs.   8eT«re- 
ly  lashed  by  tiie  existing  tariff  they  expert  « 
cure  for  their  wounds  from  repetitions <»™j 
same  afflicting  experiment    They  have  eDga(F 
in  a  crusade  to  acquire  wealth  and  ^1>^^ 
endowing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  not  atttfidsa 
by  the  poor  equivalent  of  rendii^  •™°"?,?3'* 
with  above  twelve  millions,  annually,  •l'**^ 
and  now  they  propose  greatly  to  J^^'^'^Jta 
slavish  contribution.    They  will,  ere  ^^^^^ 
to  compute  and  compare  their  waste  ww 
and  liberty  upon  this  project,  with  the  inW 
and  liberty  they  will  gain  by  a  tax  upon  Wop 
and  cotton  bagging.  .„  .  ^ 

For,  in  truti^  this  is  not  a  tariff  bJlto»- 
courage  manufelctures.  It  is  a  bill  °^.**^ffj 
to  enrich  a  pecuniary  aristocracy.  Th"*]'!^ 
racy  is  a  polygamist,  and  is,  l>y*^^^^'^?fjj 
a  number  of  local  interests,  with  a  ^sign 
marry  them  for  tiier  sake  of  their  W^^ 
and,  as  Spindle  attempted  witii  Lady  T^ 
it  proposes  to  bribe  Aem  with  small  por«^ 
of  their  own  estates,  to  get  the  rest  »J  ^J 
Only  give  me,  says  the  generons  h®^*"^^ 
sixteen  roiUions  per  annum  out  of  y^ir*"^ 
and  I  will  give  to  one  sweetheart^  j^^^^Jr+fo 
is  a  sturdy  lass,  and  has  great  vann^oo^ 

taxes,  one  upon  hemp  and  ftno*^®''^!S?LT««t 
bagging,  by  which  means  the  deiff  ^n^'  % 
pin-money,  and  even  depredated  P^^^^ 
another  gentie  shepherdesa,  ^  ^  ^  jfl*; 
upon  wool.  To  a  viriMgo,  *  ^.^triei* 
and  to  a  seafaring  nymph,  sunary  ""^  *^j  jgr 
trinkets.  WeU,  the  courtship  may  sn^^ 
a  time,  but  I  foretell  tiiiat  tiieae  maiW^ 
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oided  in  the  affirmative,  hj  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Ybab. — ^Means.  Barbonr,  Benton,  Branoh,  Clay* 
ton,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Misttssippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson 
of  Lonisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Loaisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Kmg  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maiyiand,  Lloyd  of  A&ssaehnsettB,  Macon,  IfiUs, 
P&rrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrb  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
I>'Wolf,  Diokerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentnoky,  Knight,  Tinman,  Lowrie,  Mollvaine, 
NoUfi,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Seymonr,  Talbot^  Taylor 
of  Indiana,  and  Thomaa— 20. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  "  worsted  stnff 
goods  "  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent  only. 

BlanietB, 

Mr.  Hatns  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  indttding  **  blankets,"  in  tiie  exception  which 
had  just  been  made  in  favc(t  of  worsted  stuff 
goods,  as  liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-fiye 
per  centam  ad  valorem.  This  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
TyyfohF.  The  question  was  then  put  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barboor,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Bilis8l<(8ippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Loaisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachn- 
setts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 24. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Diokerson,  Edwards,  Findky, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Knight,  T^nmMi^ 
Lowiie,  McIlTaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roggles,  Scry- 
moor,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana^  Thomas,  Van 
Bnren— 28. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets 
should  only  be  subject  to  a  daty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Frying  Fans. 

Mr.  Bbanoh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
following  line  from  the  biU :  ^  On  frying-pans, 
four  cents  per  pound.^  This  amendment  was 
sQpported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Hatnb.  It 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Taia— Messrs.  Baiboor,  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
too,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Qaillard,  Hayne,  Hohnes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  ]pqg  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
MacoD,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 29. 

Nat& — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  C!handler, 
D'Wolf,  Diokerson,  Edwards,  I^lndhty,  flight,  Lan- 
man,  Lowrie,  McHvaine,  Noble,  Pahner,  Roggles, 
SsgnDBOur,  Talbo^  and  Thomas— 18. 
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So  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  frt>m  the  proposed  duty. 

Cocoa. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
line :  **  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound." 
Some  renuirks  were  made  on  this  subject  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  D'Wolf  and  Diox- 
SBSOH.  The  amendment  was  carried  without 
division ;  and  thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa 
was  stricken  out. 


Satubday,  May  8. 
FarenU  (if  Lieutenant  WaUon,  IT.  3.  Nany. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Naval  AfEairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watsou  and  Jane  Wat- 
son, praying  relief  from  the  Government  in 
consequence  of  the  dependent^  and  helpless 
situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduced,  by 
the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  submitted  a  report :  The  committee 
state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
very  advanced  life,  of  the  late  William  Henry 
Watson,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  great  promise ;  who,  after  having,  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a 
merited  and  severe  punishment,  fell  a  victim, 
while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevailing  on 
board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adanis^  at  Thomp- 
son's Island^  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year ; 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  very  age4  hut 
are  in  narrow  circumstances;  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  son 
for  the  principal  part  of  thdr  support;  and 
that  their  case  presents  a  strong  daim  upon 
the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  the 
Government.  But  the  sense  of  Oongress,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  extending  pension  allow- 
ances, or  pecuniary  grants,  to  cases  of  this  de- 
scription, having  been  too  distinctly,  and  re- 
peatedly, expreelBecl,  to  be  misunderstood,  Uie 
committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 


TmTBSDAY,  May  18. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bknton,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent^  the  24th  of  December, 
1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Lidian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preMrve  the  fur  trade 
within  the  limits  of  the  sail  United  SUtes  to 
American  citizens,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair.) 
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amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YBA&^Mesfln.  Branch,  Elliott,  GaiQaid,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Miss.,  H.  Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Lonisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  and  Williams — 12. 

Nats — ^Messra  Barbonr,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lan* 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  McUraine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rnggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 86. 

8o  the  Senate  rejected  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  India 
silks. 

MantifactuTM  qf  Wool. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that 
the  bill  be  amended,  by  striking  ont  all  that 
part  which  provides  for  the  highest  progressive 
duty,  of  87^  per  centnm  ad  valorem,  **  on  all 
nianofactnres  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall 
be  a  component  part.*'  This  motion  produced 
considerable  discnssion,  in  which  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Hayne,  Smith,  Dioeebson,  Talbot, 
ICiLua,  Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  RuoaLEs,  and 
Tatlob  of  Virginia,  engaged.  The  question  on 
this  amendment  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  CSIay> 
ton,  Eaton,  Elliott.  Oaillard,  Hayne,  Hohnes  of  Miss., 
Ja^son,  Henzy  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Joaiah  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetto,  Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— ^28. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  MoDvaine, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
and  Thomas — 18. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest 
rate  of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  goods ; 
this  vote  leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  80  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  untU  the  80th  day  of  June,  1825 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  to  a  duty  of  88 j  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Ghandleb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 
A*om  the  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
imposed,  by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  of 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp ;  and  to  subject  those 
articles  to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  this  propor- 
tion, by  the  mover ;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Miuii,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  lie  thought  there 
were  other  articles  (Sf  equal  importance,  which 
oueht  to  be  excepted,  and  which  were,  on  prin- 
ciple, equally  entitled  to  exemption.    Mr.  H.  re- 


peated, that  he  would  ^ve  his  aiippori  to  a  pro- 
position to  strike  out  tiie  whole  aectioii,  or  to 
exempt  from  its  operation  all  articleB  of  pnns 
necessity  in  which  any  part  of  the  country  k 
deeply  interested.  But  surely  the  gentirisma 
from  Maine  could  not  expect  to  have  Ua%  bl 
moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own  viewa,  and  the 
peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State,  while  he  m- 
fuses  to  consult  the  interests  of  othen^ 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  membo^  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  negi- 
tive. 

Cotton  Bagging, 

Mr.  Maoon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  hf 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  ''  On  cottoa 
baggmg,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  aqoare  yaid.* 

This  motion  «ive  rise  to  some  discnsacn;  ia 
which  Messrs.  Maoon,  Johnboh  of  Kentn^, 
HoLifBB  of  Maine,  Talbot,  SmrH,  and  Bsnoa^ 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  and  dedded  m 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ybab. — ^Messrs.  Bftrbour,  Branch,  Claytao,  ElfiiM^ 
GaiUaid,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Misfiintppi,  H.  Jolinm 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Loaisiana,  KeSj, 
BjDg  of  Alabama,  Ktog  of  New  Yozk,  Lloyd  of  Maiy- 
land,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Maoon,  Milla,  Parrad, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Viiginla,  Van  Bnren,  Van  D^ 
Ware,  and  WilUam»— 28. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Biovb, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Fin^ 
lay.  Holmes  of  Mfune,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  KentodEy, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  MoDvaine,  Koble,  Palmei; 
Rnggles,  Seymour,  Talbot;  Taylor  of  TnAi^nm.^  gal 
Thoma8^24. 


Bo  the  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  oit 
the  proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
scuare  yard,  on  cotton  bagging ;  and  the  Senats 
acgoTuned. 


Fbiday,  Hay  7. 

The  Tariff. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
<<  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  datin 
on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  (i>naidara- 
tion,  as  in  Oonmiittee  of  the  Whole. 

Wonted  Stuff  Goodi. 

Mr.  ZiNO,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  in  the  following  daose:  *^()m 
all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  whidi  wool 
shsll  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  tiiirty 

Jer  centum  ad  vslorem,  until  the  dOth  day  of 
une,  1825;  and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,"  by  iB> 
serting,  after  the  word  ^^part,"  the  woids 
''  except  worsted  stuff  goodi.  which  ehaU  f9f 
twenty-Jive  per  eentum  ad  voAorsm."    This  pro* 

Sosition  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  whidi 
[essrs.  Ix>wBnE,  D'Wolf,  Knro  oi  New  Yorik^ 
Mills,  Enioht,  Edwabds,  and  FcffOLAT,  en- 
gaged.    The  question  i^aa  then  piit»  and  da- 
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Ided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
0U0W8 : 

Ybas. — ^Mesaza  Bftrbonr,  BentoD,  Branob,  GUty^ 
an,  Eaton,  lUliott,  GaOlazd,  Hayne,  Holmee  of 
f  aine,  Holmes  of  MisMMippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson 
f  Lonisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
[ing  of  Alabama,  Eng  of  New  York,  Uoyd  of 
fauyland,  Lloyd  of  BJassachusetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
'arrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
>yke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
rWolf,  Dickenon,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
lentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  MoUyaine, 
foble,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Seymour,  Talbot^  Taylor 
f  Indiana,  and  Thomas — ^20. 

80  the  Senate  decided  that  *'  worsted  stnff 
oods"  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
iVe  per  cent.  only. 

Blanieti. 

Mr.  Hatnb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
y  including  *^ blankets,"  in  the  exception  which 
lad  just  been  made  in  favcjr  of  worsted  stuff 
;oodfl)  as  liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
ler  centum  ad  valorem.  This  amendment  was 
apported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
>MVoLF.  The  question  was  then  put  and  de- 
Ided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
bllowB : 

Teib. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
SUiott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
f  MissiKappi,  H.  Johnson  of  Lonislana,  J.  S.  John- 
ton  of  Looisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Tew  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massacha- 
etta,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Yir- 
^nia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  l^miams— 24. 

NAva — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wol^  Dickerson,  Edwards,  FindUy, 
ackKm,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Tinman, 
•owrie,  Mcllyaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Koggle^  Sey- 
MMir,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana^  Thomas,  Van 
(qren— 23. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets 
honld  only  be  satject  to  a  daty  of  tweuly- 
ve  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Frying  Fam. 

Mr.  Bbanoh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
lUowing  line  from  the  bill :  *'  On  frying-pans, 
>ur  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was 
apported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr,  Hatits.  It 
ras  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
B  follows : 

Ybaa— MesBTB.  Barbonr,  Benton,  Brandh,  Qay- 
n,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Galllard,  Havne,  Hohnes  of 
laine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
uentocky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
f  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  ]png  of  New 
Sork,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
liooo,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
■rlor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
U  Winiama— 29. 

'Kats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  CSiandler, 
rWolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  FindUty,  flight,  Lan- 
lBn»  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rnggles, 
lt>M»v>  Talbo^  and  Thomaa^ld. 


So  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  fh)m  the  proposed  duty. 

Cocoa, 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
line :  **  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound." 
Some  remarks  were  made  on  this  subject  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  D'Wolf  and  Digk- 
EBSON.  The  amendment  was  carried  without 
division ;  and  thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa 
was  stricken  out. 


Satubdat,  May  8. 
FiirerUi  of  Lieutenant  Watson,  U,  3,  Nany. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Naval  AfQEiirs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Wat- 
son, praying  relief  from  the  Government,  in 
consequence  of  the  dependent  and  helpless 
situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduced,  by 
the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  submitted  a  report :  The  committee 
state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
very  advanced  life,  of  the  late  William  Henry 
Watson,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  great  promise ;  who,  after  having,  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a 
merited  and  severe  punishment,  fell  a  victim, 
while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevailing  on 
board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at  Thomp- 
son's Island^  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year ; 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  verv  aged,  but 
are  in  narrow  circumstances;  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  son 
ibr  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and 
that  their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon 
the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  t^e  Justice,  of  the 
Oovemment.  But  the  sense  of  Oongress,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  extending  pension  allow- 
ances, or  pecuniary  grants,  to  cases  of  this  de- 
scription, having  been  too  distinctly,  and  re- 
peatedly, expreased,  to  be  misunderstood,  the 
committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 


Thubsday,  May  18. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Beivtok,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24Ui  of  December, 
1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Ladian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preavve  the  fur  trade 
within  the  limits  of  the  sara  United  States  to 
American  citizens,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair.) 
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amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negatiye,  by 
yeas  and  naya,  as  follows : 

Ybasl — ^Messrs.  Bruicb,  Elliott,  GaiOard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Miss.,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Sng  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  and  Williams — 12. 

Nats — ^Messra  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  DHVolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Knight  Lan- 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  McUvaine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Nohle,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virgima, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 86. 

8o  the  Senate  rejected  the  amendment  pro- 
]>osing  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  India 
silks. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that 
the  biU  be  amended,  by  striking  out  all  that 

Sart  which  provides  for  the  highest  progressive 
uty,  of  87 j  per  centum  ad  valorem,  **  on  all 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall 
be  a  component  part*'  This  motion  produced 
considerable  discussion,  iu  which  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Hatnb,  Smith,  Dioebbson,  Talbot, 
Mills,  Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  Rugoles,  and 
Tatlob  of  Virginia,  engaged.  The  question  on 
this  amendment  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affinnative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yba& — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branoh,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Hohnes  of  Miss., 
Jackson,  Heniy  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  Yoxk,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  liaiyland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Viiginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams—28. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  MoDvaine, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
and  Thomas — 18. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest 
rate  of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  gw>ds ; 
this  vote  leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  80  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  until  the  80  th  day  of  June,  1825 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  to  ft  duty  of  88  j  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Ghandleb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 
Arom  the  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
imposed,  by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  of 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp ;  and  to  subject  those 
articles  to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  this  propor- 
tion, by  the  mover ;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Mnxa,  and  Hatnb. 

Mr.  Hayne  observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  lie  thought  there 
were  other  articles  of  equal  importance,  which 
ought  to  be  excepted,  and  which  were,  on  prin- 
ciple, equally  entitled  to  exemption.    Mr.  XL  re- 


peated, that  he  would  give  bis  support  to  t  pn* 
position  to  strike  out  the  whole  section,  or  to 
exempt  from  its  operation  all  artides  of  priae 
necessity  in  which  any  part  of  the  coontzy  is 
deeply  interested.  But  surely  the  gentfema 
from  Maine  could  not  expect  to  have  tilie  bH 
moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own  views,  and  tb 
peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State,  while  he  n* 
fuses  to  consult  the  interests  of  others. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  the  ameol- 
ment  was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  members  voliig 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  tbe  i^p- 
tive. 

Cotton  Bagging, 

Mr.  Maoon  then  moved  to  amend  the  biO,  bj 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  (hi  oottoi 
baling,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  sqoare  3riii" 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  discossion;  is 
which  Messrs.  Maoon,  Johnson  of  Kentoiy, 
HoLifBs  of  Maine,  Talbot,  Shuh,  and  Boia^ 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  is 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YxAB. — ^Messrs.  Barbomr,  Branch,  ClmytoD,  EXol^ 
GaiUaid,  Hayne,  Hohnes  of  Misassippi,  R  Joba 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Looiaisns,  KaO;, 
BjDg  of  Alabama,  Emg  of  New  Yoxk,  LloTd  of  MsT* 
lan<^  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  PsmM) 
Smitii,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  D^ 
Ware,  and  Williams— 23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bm^ 
Chandler,  D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwardi,  Va^ 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Keotoekf, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Nobis,  Pilmffi 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  IndUoi,  ^ 
Thomas^24. 

Bo  the  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  oit 
the  proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  ceoti  ptf 
souare  yard,  on  cotton  bagging;  and  theScost* 
acgoTuned. 


Fbiday,  May  7. 
ThA  Tariff, 
The  bUl  from  the  House  of  RepreseatstiTtf 
*'  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impoaipg  dnttf 
on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  oaosadat 
tion,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Wonted  Stuff  Goodi. 

Mr.  KiKO,  of  New  York,  then  mond  » 

amend  the  bill,  in  the  following  clause:  *^ 

all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 

shall  be  a  component  part,  a  doty  of  tfair^ 

Jer  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  80th  dsyv 
une,  1826;  and,  after  that  time,  *^"U." 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centnm,"  ^Tj 
sorting,  after  the  word  "part,"  tha  w«* 
"  except  wonted  Btvff  goodi,  which  thaU  Jtfl 
twenty 'fice  per  centum  ad  tcioremJ*  '^J^ 
position  gave  rise  to  some  debat^  ifl  J™* 
Messrs.  Lowbde,  D'Wolf,  Kdto  of  New  li^ 
Mills,  Enioht,  'Edwabds,  and  Rsdu^  J 
gaged.     The  question  i^aa  then  pot,  iod  <i*' 
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nded  in  the  affinnatiye,  hj  yeas  and  nays,  as 
bUows : 

Ybas. — ^Mesam.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branob,  Glay« 
on,  Eaton,  Elliott,  GaOlard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
daine,  Holmes  of  MlsMMippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson 
if  Lomsiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
Gng  of  Alabama,  Eng  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  BJassachnsetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
*«rrott.  Smith,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
>yke,  Ware,  and  Wimams— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
VWoU;  Dickeraon,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
Centnoky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  MoUyaine, 
foblo.  Palmer,  Roggles,  Seymour,  Talbot^  Taykir 
f  Indiana,  and  Thomas — ^20. 

8o  the  8enate  decided  that  "  worsted  stuff 
;oods*'  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
ive  per  cent.  only. 

Blanieti, 

Mr.  Hatnb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
>y  including  ** blankets,"  in  the  exception  which 
lad  Just  been  made  in  favdr  of  worsted  stuff 
poods,  as  liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-fiye 
ler  centum  ad  valorem.  This  amendment  was 
apported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
>*WoLF.  The  question  was  then  put  and  de- 
tided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
bUowB : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Barboor,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
EUliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
f  Mississippi,  H.  Jonnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ton  of  Looisiana,  Kelly,  King  <^  Alabama,  King  of 
Jew  Tork,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massacha- 
etts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  '^r- 
jnia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  l^niliams— 24. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  B^  Benton,  Brown, 
;faandler,  D'Woli;  Dickerson,  Edwuds,  Findlay, 
ackam,  Johnson  of  Kentncl^,  Knight,  Tinman, 
.owrie,  McIlTaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Koggles^  Sey- 
loor,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana^  Thomas,  Van 
teren— 28. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets 
honld  only  be  subject  to  a  daty  of  tweuty- 
ive  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Frying  Pans. 

Hr.  Bbanoh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
olio  wing  line  from  the  bill :  **  On  frying-pans, 
cmr  cents  per  pound.^  This  amendment  was 
apported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Haths.  It 
Fas  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
IS  follows : 

TiAA — Mearsb  Baibonr,  Benton,  Brandh,  Qay- 
BD,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Galllaid,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Iidne,  Holmes  of  MissiBsippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
[entocky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
f  Loniirians,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  flng  of  New 
fork,  Lloyd  of  Mazyland,  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetta, 
lacon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
*aylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
nd  Williams— 29. 

Nats.— 'Messrs.  Barton,  Befl,  Brown,  Chandler, 
^'Wolf,  Dibkerson,  Edwa^  findlay,  Knight,  Lan- 
lan,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  RnggleB, 
^Tinoiir,  Talbo^  and  Thomaa^ld. 


IndiiM  l\ar  TrodSm 
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8o  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Goeoa, 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
line :  "  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound. '^ 
Some  remarks  were  made  on  this  subject  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  D'Wolf  and  Diok- 
EBSON.  The  amendment  was  carried  without 
division ;  and  thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa 
was  stricken  out. 


Satubdat,  May  8. 
FairenUqf  Lieutenant  Watson,  IT.  8.  Nany. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affieurs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Wat- 
son, praying  relief  from  the  Grovemment.  in 
consequence  of  the  dependent  and  helpless 
situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduceo,  by 
the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the  service  of 
hiB  country,  submitted  a  report :  The  committee 
state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
very  advanced  life,  of  the  late  "William  Henry 
Watson,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  great  promise ;  who,  after  having,  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a 
merited  and  severe  punishment,  fell  a  victim, 
while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevailing  on 
board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at  Thomp- 
son's Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year ; 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  very  aged,  but 
are  in  narrow  circumstances;  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  son 
for  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and 
that  their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon 
the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  tJie  justice,  of  the 
Government.  But  the  sense  of  Congress,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  extending  pension  allow- 
ances, or  pecuniary  grants,  to  cases  of  this  de- 
Bcription,  having  been  too  distinctly,  and  re- 
peatedly, expressed,  to  be  misunderstood,  tiie 
committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 


Thubsday,  May  18. 

Indian  Fur  Trade, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BsirroN,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  biD 
to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent^  the  24th  of  December, 
1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Ladian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  prettrve  the  for  trade 
within  the  limits  of  the  san  United  States  to 
American  citizens,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair.) 
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Mr.  BsNTOV  moved  to  add  the  following  seo- 
tioDf  viz: 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  Jkrtker  maetedf  That  the  mm 
of  thirteen  thousand  dollara  be  paid  oat  of  any 
money  in  the  Treaauij  not  otherwise  appropriatedy 
to  enable  the  President  to  send  a  military  expedition 
against  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  Upper  MiMonii, 
•nd  to  preserve  peaoe  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowBiB  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  ont  all  after  the  word 
*' President,'*  and  inserting  *^if  in  his  opinion  it 
flhoald  be  deemed  necessary,  to  send  a  military 
force  to  sustain  and  protect  the  commissioners 
who  may  be  sent  to  hold  treaties  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri  River." 

The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

Tba  . — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Ilndlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Eentooky,  Heniy  John- 
son, Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Snff  of  Alabama, 
Lowrie,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  (?  Indiana,  and 
Thomas. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mo- 
Ilvune,  Macon,  MiUs,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rng- 

fles,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
>yke,  and  Ware. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowbib,  the  biU  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Tariff. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
'*  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate.  The  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  pass  ?"  was  then  put. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YxAs. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  I^Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tnoky,  Kjiight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvalne,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Rngg^es,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Ta^or  of  Li- 
diana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren-— 25. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  EDiott^ 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  MiBsissippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly. 
King  of  Alabama,  Snff  of  New  Yor>^  Lloyd  or 
Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams 
—21. 

So  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  and  was  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  ooncurrenoe  in  the 
amendments. 


Moin>AT,  May  17. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbntoct,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ^*  to  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made 
at  Ghent  the  24th  December,  1814,  excluding 


foreigners  from  trade  and  intarooorBe  with  tb 
Indiim  tribes  within  the  United  States,  asd  li 
preserve  the  for  trade,  within  the  Hmiti  of  At 
add  United  States,  to  American  dtimu."  !k 
question  was,  upon  adopting  an  smeDdmat, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Buttoh  aa  a  new  Gectio&lp 
the  bilL  providing  an  appropriatioD  of  |1S,W 
to  enable  the  President  to  send  a  mHitttyO' 
edition  among  the  hostile  Indians  on  ds 
Upper  Missouri,  and  to  preserve  the  yta»  ■ 
that  quarter.  Messrs.  Bkhtov,  ioaaaoni 
Kentucky,  Houixs  of  Maine,  aad  J.  &  J«o- 
STOM,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  remaria  ifs 
this  subject. 

Mr.  I^OBLB  moved  to  amend  the  ameDdnit 
by  striking  out  all  but  the  enacting  ckiM,  ad 
inserting  a  provision  i4>propriating  $10,000  ir 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Presiaeot  to  ni 
a  military  escort,  when  ho  shall  think  pnpi, 
for  the  protection  of  oommiswionerB  to  be  m^ 
to  the  Upper  Missouri,  to  treat  with  thelsto 
in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  BxMTON  accepted  thia  amendment  d 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  which  he  bad  pe- 
posed.  Messrs.  Mills,  and  Hoims  of  Ma^ 
contended  that  the  President  had  already  tti 

Eower  which  this  amendment  proposes  to  fan 
im.  Messrs.  Bbown,  Lowbde,  Basboi;!,  1^ 
WARDS,  KssQ  of  New  York,  H.  JoaatMd 
Louisiana,  and  Bsntoit,  entco^d  into  the  ii> 
oussion  of  the  merits  of  tiie  proposed  amai' 
ment.  The  question  was  then  put  npoa  ^ 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  and  carried  is  tti 
affirmative.  The  biU,  as  amended,  wufi* 
reported  to  the  Senate  tthe  amendmenti  vk 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  tfc 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrooedjfl' 
read  the  third  time. 

American  B&mp. 

The  following  resolution,  sabraitted  on  S^ 
day  last,  by  Mr.  Bsstof,  was  again  reed  fr 
consideration : 

Heeohedf  That  tiia  IVeaidaiit  of  tiie  UiMftiM 
be  requested  to  direct  the  Secretaiy  of  ti»  Niiy  * 
lay  a  report  before  the  Senate,  at  the  oomineBeas^ 
of  the  next  sessioii  of  CoDgrese^  showing  d»  n>^ 
if  any,  why  canvas,  oosAgo,  and  cabki^  >^^ 
hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  auj  atf  " 
used  in  the  equipment  of  national  voimIb. 

'Mr.  Behton  said  his  object  in  P'^^^^^'^^^ 
resolution  was,  to  find  out  the  reason  ^jn 
ezdudes  American  hemp  from  Americi&i^^ 
The  objection  being  known,  could  be  ^^  *! 
conquered,  if  it  was  not  insuperable.  A  ^ 
in  the  fibre  might  be  incurable ;  but,  if  the  (^ 
lection  goes  omy  to  the  preparatioD,  tbepy 
faoture,  or  the  want  of  an  adequate  affvi 
there  is  nothing  invincible  in  it  ,    . 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  Navy  to  be  ntOiftd^m 
only  in  the  hearts  which  fill  it,  bat  in  tfc0>^ 
terial  of  which  it  is  bmlt  He  otaectrftej' 
quantity  of  foreign  material  now  need;  ■>» 
from  Sweden,  hemp  from  Bosaia,  «W^J^ 
England,  lead  from  the  Meditenranesa.  w«^ 
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ikme,  was  the  product  of  the  United  States. 
le  referred  to  an  official  paper  to  ehow  the 
loat  of  these  materials  in  a  ship  of  the  line : 
nm     -        -  |23,00(V— The  North  Carolina  74 
lemp  -       -  $61,000— The  Oolnmbns  74 
)opper        •  $67,000— The  Oolmnbiis  74 
¥ood  -       -  $70,000— The  Oolmnbns  74 
uead    -       -    $3,600— The  North  Carolina  74 

He  pointed  out  the  enormoos  disproportion 
if  cost  between  the  foreign  and  the  domestio 
uaterlal ;  and  calonlated  Uie  loss  to  American 
itixens,  and  the  gain  to  the  serfr  and  boors  of 
Enrooe,  in  building  the  nine  ships  of  the  line 
Ad  the  twelve  frigates,  lately  authorized  by  an 
«t  of  Ck>ngress  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
iBYj.  But  the  loss,  great  as  it  is,  he  said,  did 
Lot  Stop  here.  When  these  nine  seyenty-fours 
nd  twelve  frigates  are  finished,  another  set 
vill  be  commenced,  and  the  work  will  go  on, 
mtil  the  Republic,  like  the  Mother  i£ipire, 
hall  boast  her  ^'  thousand  ships  of  war.'* 

Mr.  Lloyd,'  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  did  not 
to  to  oppose  the  resolution,  as  he  was  per- 
bctly  wiiUng  to  vote  for  any  information  on 
tie  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  suggest  an  amend- 
Dent  He  remarked  upon  the  national  char- 
i0ter  which  the  Navy  already  possessed — ^he 
«pelled  the  idea,  which  had  frequently  been 
o^ressed,  that  the  Navy  was  peculiarly  an 
Sastem  or  sectional  interest  He  adverted  to 
A  act  which  had  been  recently  brought  for- 
rard,  and  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  for  the 
milding  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war ; 
k  dass  of  vessels  which  was  not  absolutely  ne- 
lessary,  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  North,  but 
rhich  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  protec- 
ion  of  the  month  of  the  sreat  rivers  of  the 
fVeet,  and  the  products  of  the  Western  States, 
rhich  were  constantly  descending  those  rivers. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
Hi  to  extend  the  inqiury  to  the  relative  advan- 
ages  of  using,  for  the  Navy,  the  domestic  or 
he  foreign  material  mentioned  in  tiie  resolu- 
ion. 

Mr.  BBHV>if  assented  to  the  remarks  made 
fy  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  a^preed 
a  the  proposed  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to 
how  that  forei^  materials  were  not  now  used 
a  the  construction  of  our  public  vessels  to  the 
ixtent  a^rehended  by  the  honorable  member 
rom  IGssourL 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
ras  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


WsDHBBDAT,  May  19. 

Mi$iimippiand  Ohio  Bk&n. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  from  the 
louse  of  Representatives  "to  improve  the 
lavigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,'^ 
iras  taken  up  for  consideration,  In  Committee 
if  the  Whole,  Mr.  Barboub  in  the  chair. 
iCeesrSb  Bbowit  and  JoBKsdir.  of  Kentucky, 
oplained  the  objects  of  this  oiU,  and  its  im- 
wrtanoe  to  the  Western  Btatea. 


Mr.  JoHHSOV,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  want  of  time  will  prevent  that  fbll  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, which  the  importance  of  the  measure 
demands.  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
carefully  investigated  the  subject;  and,  after 
the  most  dispassionate  deliberation,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  fact  before  them,  have  passed 
the  bill  appropriating  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  removing  certiun  obstructions  from  the 
channels  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  It  is  an 
experiment  to  render  more  secure  the  naviga- 
tion of  these  great  rivers  of  the  West,  destined 
by  nature  to  bear  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  world,  the  rich  treasures  which 
are  eveiy  day  disclosing  themselves,  of  that  ex- 
tensive country.  This  decision  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  in  uvor  of 
an  object  of  such  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered in  relation  to  the  interest  of  the  West,  or 
of  the  whole  nation,  is  entitled  to  high  con- 
rideration  fh>m  the  Senate ;  and,  in  its  wisdom 
and  magnanimity,  to  give  it  their  cordial  sanc- 
tion, we  repose  a  degree  of  confidence  border- 
ing upon  certainty.  If  however,  we  should 
be  found  mistaken  in  tms  expectataoo,  if  such 
opposition  should  appear  against  an  appropria- 
tion so  reasonable,  and  in  which  one-half  of 
the  States  in  the  Union  have  a  direct,  and  all  a 
deep  interest,  as  to  force  us  into  a  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  we  have  the  fullent 
confidence  that  the  investigation  must  result 
in  an  entire  conviction  of  the  utility  of  the 
measure. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey 
has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Government. 
The  commissioners,  who  had  no  other  interest 
than  what  is  common  to  every  American,  have 
made  a  fiedthftal  report,  which  is  now  before 
us ;  and  it  gives  us  a  knowledj^  of  the  true 
cause,  and  of  all  the  causes^  which  render  our 
navigation  dangerous.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
most  scientific  and  experienced  engineers,  that 
these  causes  may  be  removed  at  an  exoense 
quite  inconsiderable,  compared 'with  the  advan- 
tages which  would  ensue.  For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  we  appeal  to  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  Government.  It  is  but  what  justice 
demands.  We  only  ask  for  a  small  proportion 
of  that  protection  to  our  commerce  which  we 
have  never  reftised  to  other  parts  of  the  United 
Statea. 

Mimpwri  Ei9&r. 

Mr.  BxHTOir  moved  to  amend  the  bilL  by  in- 
serting the  following  words :  "  and  of  tne  jGs- 
sonri  River,  in  the  State  of  Missouri."  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate^  as 
amended.  Messrs.  Noblb  and  Taubot  opposed 
the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :  and  Mr.  Bbbtov  spoke  in  favor  of  it 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LowBo  proposed  an  amendment^  not 
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affecting  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pnt,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  determined  in  the 
affirraative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messn.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D*WoU^ 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Hohnes  of  Missiuippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Uoyd  of  Massachnaetts, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Parrott,  Rng^es,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Wil- 
liams— 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  GaUIard,  Hayne,  Hohnes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 20 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Pbidat,  May  21. 
Viee  Fretidentpro  tern. 

The  YiOB  Pbesidsnt  not  beins  present,  the 
Benate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmxs,  of  Maine,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro 
tempore. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  85 ; 
necessary  to  a  choice  18. 

The  honorable  John  Gajuabd  had  28  votes, 
and  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  Mr,  Gaillasd  immediately 
took  the  chair,  and  expressed  to  the  Senate,  in 
a  very  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his  sense 
of  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

Western  Boundary  ofArhaneae  Territory, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
l^e  bill  *^  to  fix  the  western  bonndary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas.'^  The  report  of  the 
committee  in  relation  to  this  sobject  was  read. 
Mr.  Benton  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  new  sec* 
tion  as  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  Senate,  ''to 
fix  the  Western  boxmdary  line  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowbie,  it  was  committed,  after 
some  discussion,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs. 


Satitbday,  May  22. 

Farroto  and  Harris. 

The  bill  introduced,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bab- 
BOUB,  and  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  ^'for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris,"  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  These 
petitioners  claim  remuneration  for  the  loss  and 
embarrassment  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  determination  of  the  Gk)vem- 


ment  not  to  build  the  fort  on  Danphinl^ 
for  the  erection  of  which  a  contnol  had  \m 
made  with  them.  This  claim  had  been  i^aiii 
to  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the  damage  don 
to  the  petitioners,  by  the  fiEuilnre,  on  tbepoitf 
Government,  to  perfect  the  contract;  aodfti 
bill  proposes  that,  •when  the  oomoMaff 
shall  have  reported  the  amount  due  tbeDi,Ai 
the  money  shall  be  paid,  upon  the  aj^mMi 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  without  a  foitbEf  id 
of  Congress  on  the  subject ;  and  that  tbej  M 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  jiid^B»ii 
obtained  against  them,  for  the  monep  adrnii 
them  by  the  Government,  until  the  ooDia» 
sioner  shall  have  rendered  his  opiaioa  oo  Ai 
subject 

Mr.  RuGOLES,  in  behalf  of  the  Conmutttt« 
Claims,  stated  the  facts  connected  witli  Ai 


Messrs.  Babboub,  Lowbib,  J.  S.  iowssmi 
Louisiana,  Kxllt,  H.  Johnson  of  I^>oi^ 
and  Tatlob  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  fiiTarflf» 
passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Chandleb  proposed  an  aineiidiiiaitt> 
strike  out  a  part  of  me  bill;  which  wasB* 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  M « 
the  grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  aot^ 
such  progress  in  their  work  2a  to  aittboriis » 
belief  that  it  would  have  been  completed  w 
in  the  stipulated  time,  had  not  the  GoveniiDtf 
suspended  the  work;  that  the  petitioiienU 
transferred  their  contract  to  a  third  penA; 
and  that  the  ultimate  dedsion  of  the  amouti 
be  allowed  these  petitioners,  if  any  thiDgvn 
to  be  allowed, ought  not  to  be  coni]nitiwt| 
any  individnds,  however  high  their  Btaadaf 
might  be,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  decided  «?<■ 
by  Congress. 

These  objections  were  pardddariyrepw"* 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  8.  Johsbioh  » 
Babboub. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  bm 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  J»iII,  »•• 
provide  that,  on  the  dedsion  of  the  ocbbd* 
sioner.  one-half  the  amount  of  damagesawan* 
should  be  paid  to  the  petitioners.  , 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kw^** 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  ^ 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrow^ 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Monday^  May  24. 
Cherohee  OMUgation  Oeetrtimt^ 

Mr.  Babton  presented  the  n*®'**'™},?^ 
Ross  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  ^J2i 
nation,  stating  that,  from  their  advanoed^^ 
of  civilization,  they  have  found  it  ^'*®^**J^ 
establish  a  more  r^ular  system  o^^J*?!"? 
for  the  protection  of  the  property,  I*;"'fjJ 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  tb^ v" 
accordingly  established  legislatire  «»I  J<^ 
branchea  of  government, 'Upon  a  pl«D»  ^^'^ 
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and  comprehensible  to  the  Oherokees.  To  sap- 
port  their  government,  they  foond  it  necessary 
to  impose  taxes  on  merchants  and  pedlars,  in 
their  nation.  The  power  to  impose  this  tax. 
nnder  the  treaties  subsisting  between  them  ana 
the  United  States,  has  been  disputed ;  and  the 
Attorney^General  of  the  United  States  has 
given  an  opinion  to  the  proper  department 
against  the  right  of  the  Gherokees  to  impose 
the  tax ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has  been 
intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of  the 
taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must 
refhdn  from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  fu- 
ture. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  ap- 
peal to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision, 
and  present  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General, and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White, 
of  Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years 
since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
flurs. 

Expenses  and  Btiforms  in  the  ITcvoy, 

Mr.  Ijx>yd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motions  for  consideration : 

Rmlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  such  information  as 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  or  he 
may  think  proper  to  commnnioate,  relative  to  the 
expediency  of  constmcting,  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 
of  the  United  States,  a  diy  dock,  of  sufficient  capa- 
city for  receiving,  examining,  and  repauring,  ships- 
of-the-line;  and  to  report  on  the  nsefnlness,  econ- 
omy, and  necessity,  of  a  dry  dock ;  the  best  location 
therefor,  mnd  the  probable  expense  of  constmctinff 
soch  diy  dock,  of  the  size  aforesaid,  in  a  solid  and 
durable  manner,  and  with  the  needful  appendages 
for  an  advantageous  use  of  the  same. 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement,  showing 
tile  amount  of  travelling  expenses,  and  other  allow- 
ances, received  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
marine  coips,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled,  m  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  years ;  the  emoluments  which  have  been 
received  in  each  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  the  marine  ooips,  as  well  from  the  Gov- 
ernment as  from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of 
their  official  stations ;  the  expense  of  oourts-martial 
in  the  Navy  and  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the 
same  period,  with  the  amount  paid  to  tJudge  Advo- 
•ates  Kod  others,  for  their  attendance  and  services, 
designating  the  places  at  which  such  courts-martial 
were  ordered  to  be  held,  and  the  stations  from  which 
the  t^cers  composing  the  same  were  detiuled  to 
attend;  the  number  of  desertions  from  the  marine 
corps,  and  the  number  of  rank  and  file  confined  for 
imprisonment,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion,  or  mis- 
conduct, for  each  year,  during  the  same  period ;  and, 
also,  to  report  his  opinion  on  such  alterations,  or 
fnrdier  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may  consider  it  ex- 
pedient to  be  made,  in  order  to  promote  a  more 
perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and  marine  corps,  to 
pnveoft  the  frequent  recurrence  of  oourts-martial, 


and  insure  to  the  public  service,  in  the  said  es- 
tablishments, the  highest  degree  of  economy  and 
efficiency. 

Western  Boundary  of  ArJcansae  Territory, 

Mr.  Bbnton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  bill  ^^  to  fix 
the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment.  The  bill  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  B.  explained  the  effect  of  the 
amendment.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Last  Da/y  for  tending  Bills  from  one  Rouse  to 

the  other. 
This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  on 
which,  according  to  a  joint  rule 'of  the  two 
Houses,  any  bill  can  pass  from  one  House  to 
the  other,*  the  following  bills,  which  origina- 
ted in  Senate,  and  which  had  lust  passed  to 
a  third  reading,  were  read  a  thira  time,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  viz:  The 
bill  "  to  fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" the  bill  '*  explanatory  of  an  act,  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  from 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands ;' "  and  the  reso- 
lution '^providing  a  place  of  deposit  for  the 
Portrait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distri- 
bution of  certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence." 

TuxsDAT,  May  25, 

MMieo  Causieiy  the  Artist. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eatok  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay 
from  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  artist,  [Enrico 
Cansici,]  employed  in  constructing  an  allegori- 
cal ornament  for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  the 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work.  Leave  was  iiccording]^ 
granted :  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

jEh^l>ense8  and  Reforms  in  the  Na/nyy, 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LoLYD,  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  the  expedi- 
ency, the  location,  and  tne  probable  expense  of 
constructing  a  dry  dock  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 

*  To  prevent  the  hastj  paaring  of  bUls  in  the  last  days 
of  the  soasion,  when  so  much  boslneee  is  done,  often  with- 
oulj  a  qaomm,  and  freqnentlj  without  the  knowledge  of 
members  present,  a  Joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  had  been 
adopted,  bj  which  no  bill  could  be  sent  from  one  to  the 
other  on  the  three  last  days  of  the  session,  and  none  could 
be  sent  to  the  President  on  the  last  dsj — ^therebj  giving  to 
each  House,  and  to  the  President,  time  for  deliberation. 
It  was  a  salutary  rule,  and  would  be  of  great  value,  if  en- 
forced ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  course 
to  suspend  it  at  the  moment  it  Is  wanted. 
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of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  relatiye  to  the 
p^,  emoluments)  and  other  allowances,  of  the 
officers  of  the  Kavy  and  Marine  Oorps,  the  ex- 
penses of  courts-martial  in  that  Department^  the 
number  of  desertions,  &c.,  and  requiring  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  **  his  opinion  on  such  al- 
terations, or  farther  proyidons  of  law,  as  he  may 
consider  it  expedient  to  make,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote a  more  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  courts-martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  ser- 
Tice,  in  the  said  establishments,  the  highest  de- 
gree of  economy  and  efficiency,"  were  again 
read  for  consideration.  Mr.  Llotd  made  a  few 
remarks  explanatory  of  his  object  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolutions,  and  they  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Senate  without  division. 

Oifwmor  Ton^hint?  Aoeovnti. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  MU,  entitled  *' An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  pajnoient  of 
the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkinsi  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States ; "  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and,  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading? "  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  24,  nays  4,  as  f oUo ws : 

Yeas. — ^Measn.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Claytoo, 
Dickeraon,  Edwards,  GaillBid,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  t^  Miasiadppi,  Heniy  Johnson,  Josiah.  S. 
Johnston,  KeUy,  Kii^  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Noble,  Pazrott,  Rnggles  Se^oor,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Cluuidler,  £aton,  and 
Taylor  of  Vixginia. 

Mauan  Souge  Grant 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
**  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  commence  an  ac- 
tion m  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  'try 
the  validity  of  his  title  to  landa  the  daim  to 
which  is  disputed  by  tiie  Unitea  States,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  After  a  discussion  of  considerable 
length,  in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dtkb,  Diokkb- 
BON,  H.  JoHKBOK  of  Louisiana,  Van  BuBmr, 
J.  S.  JomrsTON  of  Louisiana,  Ejkg  of  Alabama, 
LowsnE,  and  Bbowk,  took  part^  the  bill  was  re- 
fhsed  a  third  reading,  14  in  favor  o^  and  12 
against  it,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Holmes  of  Ifississ^ipi, 
Heniy  Johnson,  Jouah  S.  Johnston,  Kiellyi  IQng  of 
Alabama,  LowriOj  Noble,  Roagles,  Seymoor,  Smidi, 
Thomas,  Van  Bmen,  and  WOUams. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  GaiUard, 
Hobnes  of  Maine,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Maoon,  Parrott,  and  Vandyke. 

So  the  bill  was  r^ected. 


Canal  in  the  TerrUory  qfFlmi^ 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  *'to  udKn 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  eunl  dun^ 
the  public  lands,  from  the  river  St  Job^tt 
the  bay  of  St.  Augustine,'*  was  taken  up  to 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  wm 
M<«srs.  Smith,  Lowbib,  Knre  of  Khim 
Bbowh,  and  Chahdleb,  made  Bome  noA 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  Lowbis  moved  tbead^ 
nite  postponement  of  the  bill,  which  modnv 
carried. 


Wedhvsdat,  May  26. 
3nrieo  CavneL 

The  resolution  introduced  on  leate,  pih 
day,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  directing  the  Seetiai 
the  Senate  to  pay,  from  the  contixigeiilMl 
the  artist  employed  in  constructiDg  an  ilk^ 
cal  ornament  for  a  dock  for  the  Seu^Ai 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  toW 
ceed  in  the  work,  wss  again  read  for  oqumi 
tion. 

Some  remarks  on  the  anbject  were  vioM 
hy  Messrs.  Eatobt,  Maoov,  Labic4H,  VaiM 
Houcn  of  Maine,  Tatlob  of  Yiifoit,  m 
SmTH;  and  the  resolutioa  was  reftnedatf 
reading. 

After  the  consideration  of  EzeontiTelHai^ 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Seven  o'^doek  an  the  BeeM»g. 

After  the  consideration  of  Ezeeativa  ^ 
nesB,  tiie  Senate  a4joumed  to  ei^  o'dod^ 
morrow  morning. 


Tbtjbsdat,  May  27. 

A  message  fr(Mn  the  House  of  BepreBflntatiiij 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  bareptf* 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joirttg 
mitteC)  to  wait  on  the  Fk^sident  of  the  vM 
States,  and  infonn  him,  that»  unleea  lieiJI 
have  any  fhrther  communication  to  mak^jf 
are  ready  to  adjourn ;  in  which  ^  n^ 
tiie  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  « 

The  Senate  proceeded  *to  conaider  tte^ 
resolution,  and  concurred  therein;  andlMy 
SmxH  and  Macon  were  appointed  tbe  coov 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  _^ 

A  message  fit>m  the  House  of  B^ni>"[ 
tiyes  informed  the  Senate  that  the  BoaiU^ 
ing  finished  the  hosiness  before  thesi|a»i^ 
to  adjourn.  ^  ^ 

CMsftfd;  That  the  Seorottfy  inftni  ^^ 
of  Representatiyes  that  the  Scoafee,  vm 
finished  the  Legialative  bnsinesB  befon  v^ 
are  about  to  adjourn.  .    ^ 

After  the  consideration  of  ExecnbTe  "J 
ness,  the  Pbesidkht  a^iourned  the  S"^ 
einedie. 
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EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


PBOGEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


MoKDAY,  December  1,  1828. 

At  12  o'dook,  preciselj,  the  Clerk  oaUed  the 
HoQfle  to  order,  and,  the  roll  being  called,  the 
foUowifig  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
ttves  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

«LI8T  OF  RBPBEfiENTATmn. 

ifoliM.— Winiam  Bvleli^  Jodram  Ciuhnuui,  ElMiieser 
HeiTlek:,  BftTld  Kidd#r,  Snodh  Lincoln,  Stephen  LoogfeUow, 
JTeremiali  0*Bilen. 

Jf<NO  ZTiimpAMriL— Ichabod  Bartlett,  Hattheir  Harrey, 
▲rthiir  Llyennora,  Aaron  Matson,  wiuilam  Pluner,  Jr^ 
Tbomae  Wliipple,  Jr. 

MntmrhHmtU.  •  Hanrnel  0.  Allen,  John  Baflej,  Fnnele 
Beylfee,  Bei\fainlm  W.  CrowninflUeld,  Heniy  W.  Dwight, 
Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Holwrt,  Bamnel  I^throp,  John 
Locke,  Joremiah  Nelson,  John  Beed,  Jonaa  8Ibi«7,  Daold 
WeteUi: 

Mods  iUoad.— Job  Dnrfee,  Bamnel  Eddy; 

OiMMMotf<««f(— Hoyea  Barber,  Samuel  A.  Foot,  Ansel 
BteiUng,  Bbeneier  Stoddard,  Gideon  Tomllnaon,  Samael 
Whitman. 

FemMMtt— William  a  Bradley,  Daniel  A.  A.  Buck, 
Scmael  0.  Crafta,  BoQln  G  Mallary,  Henry  OUn. 

iTew  KvrliL— John  W.  Oady,  ChorehiU  a  Gambreleng, 
lot  dark,  Ela  CoUina,  Heeter  Craig,  Bowland  Dsj,  Jnatin 
Dwtnell,  Lewia  Eaton,  Gharlea  A.  Foote,  Joel  Froat,  Moaea 
Hayden,  John  Herkimer,  James  L^  Hogeboom,  Lemuel 
Jenkina,  Baouiel  Lewranoe,  EUah*  Lttebfleld,  Dudley  ICar- 
vitt,  Hearf  O.  MartSndale,  John  J.  Morgan,  John  Biehaida, 
Bobert  B.  Boae,  Peter  Sharpe,  Henry  B.  Stona,  Jamea 
•teng^  Mhak  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  l^yek,  Albert  H. 
Tney,  Jaeob  T^aon,  William  Tan  Wyek,  Stephen  Tan 
Bmaaelaer,  laaao  WflUama,  Panae^b)  Adama,  SOaa  Wood, 
William  Wooda. 

Mm  •Taraty.— OeoiiBe  Caaaedy,  Lewia  Oondlet,  Daniel 
6anlaon,  George  Holcombe,  Jamea  Ifatlaek,  Bamnel  Bwaa 

i*e»iMyftwmto.  Jamea  AlUaon,  Samuel  Breck,  John 
Brown,  Jamea  Bnehanan,  Samuel  Edwsrda,  William  Ooz 
Blia,  Patrick  FaneUy,  John  FindUy,  Walter  Forward, 
Bobert  Harria,  Joseph  HemphiD,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Geotge 
Xiemer,  Samuel  MeKcan,  Philip  B.  Markley,  Dsniel  H.  MQ. 
ler,  Jamea  0.  intehell,  Thomaa  Psttoraon,  George  Plumer, 
Thomaa  J.  Begera,  Andrew  Stewart,  Alexander  Tbompaon, 
'ohn  Tod,  Daniel  ^dre^  Isaac  Wayne,  Jamas  Wllaon, 
Heny  Wilaon,  George  WolA. 

•MkHsorA-Lools  McLaae. 


FVom  JTaMe—William  Burleifl^  Jodtna  Ciuhmaii, 
Ebeneier  Heirick,  Darid  EMdif  Enoch  Linoohk, 
and  Jeremiah  (yBnen, 

/Vom  yw  JGrompalkirs— Matthew  Harvey,  Arthur 
Liyenuore,  Aaron  Mat8<Hi,  WUUam  Pluner,  jr.,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  Jr. 


JfaryimMiL— William  Haywaid,  Jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  John 
Le^  Peter  little,  laaae  McKIm,  George  E.  Mitdhell,  Ba- 
phael  Neale,  John  S.  Spenoe,  Henry  B.  Warfleld. 

FlfVlM<&— l£ark  Alexander,  William  8.  Areher,  PhlUp 
P.  Barbour,  John  S.  Barbour,  Burwell  Baaaett,  John  Floyd, 
Bobert  &  Gamett  Joaeph  Jidmaon,  Jabes  Leftwieh,  WU- 
Uam McOoj,  Charles  F.  Mereer,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Banddph,  William  CL  Biyea,  Arthur  Smith,  WUUam  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  BtcTenaon,  James  Stephenson, 
Geoige  Tucker,  John  TaUaliBro,  Jared  Willlama. 

JToHh  OwvUna.— Henry  Conner,  John  Culpeper,  Weldoa 
9.  Bdwarda,  Alflml  M.  CatUn,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Ohailca 
Hooka,  John  Long,  WlUle  P.  Maiigwm^  Bomulos  M.  Sannd- 
ers,  Bichsrd  D.  Speight,  Bobert  B.  Tanoe,  Lewia  WUUana 

Sauih  OaroUfKk—Bobert  Campbell,  John  Garter,  Joseph 
Gist,  Andrew  B.  Goran,  Jamea  HamUtonJr.,  George  Hb- 
Duffle,  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  Stsriing  Tucker,  John  WUson. 

G^eor^^A.— Joel  Abbot,  George  Gary,  Allied  Cuthbert^ 
John  Forsyth,  Edwsrd  F.  Tattnall,  WOey  Thompson. 

iTsR^wcifcy.— Blchard  A.  Buckncr,  Henry  Clay,  Bobert  P. 
Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Bobert  P.  Letch- 
er, Thomas  Metcslfe,  Thomss  P.  Moore,  PhlUp  Thompson, 
DsTid  Trimble,  DsTid  White,  Charlea  A.  Wiokliffe. 

Tmn  asMii— Adam  B.  Alexander,  Bobert  Allen,  John 
Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  CL  Isscks,  Jsmsa 
B.  Beynolds,  Jamea  T.  Sandford,  James  Standefbr. 

OMo.— Mordecal  Bartley,  PhUemon  Beecher,  John  W. 
Campbell,  Jamea  W.  Gaalay,  Duncan  McArthnr,  WUUam  M^ 
Lean,  John  Pattenon,  Thomaa  B.  Boas,  John  Sloane,  Joaeph 
Yanoe,  Samuel  F.  Tinton,  EUsha  WhltOssey,  WUUsm  Wil- 
son, John  C.  Wright 

X<mMa«Mk— WUUsm  L.  Bren^  Heniy  H.  Gnrley,  Ed- 
ward Uylngston. 

JAss<ssif>pi>— Christopher  Bankin. 

ifM^tofia.— Jacob  Call,  Jonathan  Jennings,  John  Test 

iZMnolc— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

.dla5aiiMk--John  McKee,  Gsbilel  Moore,  Oeo^  W.  Owsa 

JRasowK— John  Bcott 

MieMffan  Tbrrttory.— Gabriel  Blchard,  DthffoU. 

ArkantM  TbrrMory.—Henry  W.  Conway,  J}§l€ffaUk 

Florida  IbrHlonf.—Bidiard  K.  Call,  JkiUgi/U, 
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From  MattachuieUt — Samuel  C.  Allen,  John  Bai- 
Uj,  Francis  Baylies,  Bezyamin  W.  Crowninahield, 
Hemy  W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fnller,  Aaron  Hobut, 
Samuel  Laihrop,  John  Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reedl,  Jonas  Sibley,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

F\rm  Mode  A^tui— Job  Durfee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

From  Conneetieui — Nuyes  Barber,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  Gideon 
Tomlinson,  and  Lemuel  Whitman. 

/Vom  rermon^— William  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A. 
A.  Buck,  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  BoUin  C.  Mallaxy,  and 
Charles  Rich. 

From  Aew  For*— John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C. 
Cambreleng^  Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hector  Craig, 
Rowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles 
X,  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moees  Hayden,  James  L.  Hoge- 
boom,  Lemuel  Jenldns,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley 
Marnn,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Richards,  Robert 
R.  Rose,  Peter  Sharpe,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Jacob 
l^son,  William  Van  Wyck,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Isaac  Williams,  Isaac  Wilson,  Silas  Wood,  and  Wil- 
liam Woods. 

From  New  Jene^ — George  Cassedy,  Lewis  Con- 
.diet,  Daniel  Garrison,  Geoige  Holcombe,  James  Mat- 
lack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

lixfmPtnntj^vania — James  Allison,  Samuel  Breck, 
John  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards, 
WiUiam  Cox  Ellis,  Patrick  Farrelly,  John  Findky, 
Walter  Forward,  Robert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill, 
Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George  Eremer,  Samuel  McKean, 
James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  Geoise  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Tod,  Daniel  Udree,  Isaac 
Wayne,  and  James  Wilson. 

FVom  Jklawaro^-homa  McLane. 

From  Maryland — ^Wiiliam  Hayward,  jr.,  Joseph 
Kent,  John  Lee,  Peter  Little,  Isaac  McEim,  and 
Geoige  £.  Mitchell. 

From  Virgima — Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  John  & 
Barbour,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabez 
Leftwlch,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Artlmr  Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexan- 
der Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — Hemy  Conner,  John  Cul- 
peper,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Catlin, 
Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Rom- 
ulus M.  Saunders,  Richtml  D.  Spiught,  Robert  B. 
Vance,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  JSouth  Carolina — Robert  Campbell,  Joseph 
Gist,  James  Hamilton,  jr.,  Geo.  McDuffie  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  Geoige  Caiy,  Thomas 
W.  Cobb,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  John  Fonyth,  and  Wiley 
Thompson. 

From  Kentudcg — Richard  A.  Buckner,  Henry  Clay, 
Robert  P.  Hemy,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Robert  P.  Letcher,  Thom^  P.  Moore,  Philip  Thomp- 
son, David  Trimble,  David  White,  and  Charles  A. 
WickUfie. 

From  Tennessee — Adam  R.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen, 
John  Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  C. 
Isacka,  James  B.  Reynolds,  James  T.  Sandfbrd,  and 
James  Standeler. 

From  Ohio — ^Mordecai  Bartley,  Philemon  Beech- 
er,  John  W.  Campbell,  James  W.  Gaday,  Dun- 
can McArthur,  William  McLean,  John  Patterson, 
John    Sloaue,   Joseph  Vanoe^   Samuel   F.  Vinton, 


Elisha   Whittlesey,  WHUam  WHsoo,  tna  Mb  C 
Wright 

From  Lomsimia — ^WiDiam  L.  Brent 

From  Indiana — John  Test 

From  /Kmou— Daniel  P.  Cook 

FromAUAama — J<^  McKee,  and  GsIbmI  liMa 

From  Missouri — John  Soott 

From  Arkansas  Teititoig    Hemy  W.  Omnj, 


After  the  Olerk  had  finished  caUingfhe 
bers  of  States,  and  a  quorum  waa  Mostiiai 
to  be  present, 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  rose  tndifDit 
ed,  that,  it  haying  been  publidy  uaaad 
that  he  was  oonmdered  a  candidate  kt  tti 
Speaker^s  Ohur,  and  several  BepreentilNi 
having  avowed  their  intention  to  vote  in  b 
favor;  for  the  pnrpose  of  oorrectiDg  aoj* 
take  opon  this  subject  whieh  might  exist  diiff 
here  or  elsewhere,  he  thought  proper  to  ^ 
that  he  was  oot  a  candidtate,  and  that,Klk 
friends  consulted  Ids  wishes,  they  Tonll  i^ 
on  this  occasioii,  support  hnn  for  the  oAa 
This  frank  declaration,  he  said,  appeared  t»k 
due  to  the  House  and  to  those  gentieoMfiik 
were  understood  to  be  candidates,  as  vd  a 
himself. 

Election  qf  Speaker. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  tht 
election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  upon  an  exsat 
tion  of  the  ballots,  it  appe^^  that  Hntf 
Clay,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  Ai 
State  of  Kentucky,  had  189  votes,  and  M 
Philip  P.  Babbovb,  one  of  the  Bepresentrf* 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  had  receiwdfl 
votes. 

Mr.  Clat  was^  therefore,  declared  to  be*jj 
elected,  and  conaucted  to  the  Speaker^a  Otf^ 
from  whence  he  made  acknowledgments  to « 
House  in  the  following  terms : 

GBHTunaN :  I  pray  joa  to  aooept  mj  ^^ 
gpectfnl  thanks  for  the  honor  yoa  hare  jeit  oosM 
on  me.    The  station  of  Speaker  of  this  Homj^ 
been  always  jastly  conadezed  as  oneof  groit w^ 
ability,  as  well  as  of  high  reqnosibmt^.   ^* 
the  present  period,  when  we  an  assembled  sw«J 
new  censns,  with  onr  number  oonadeniUy  J^ 
and  the  highest  interests  of  a  greatly  aagmeatedpy' 
lation  committed  to  onr  <maige,  it  ^■•'Jff* 
much  additional  impoitanoe,  iHiieh  legsP*  ^ 
the  favored  object  of  yonr  eelection,  ^'^^^ 
fnl  acknowledgments  and  the  ezpieHMB  rf"^F^ 
fonndest  sensibility.     The  princi^  ^      ^ 
regulate  the  execation  of  the  duties  of  ^f"^ 
bent  of  the  Chair  ara  not  diffienlt  to  oompnM^ 
though  their  application  to  partioulsr  ™*S?*  ' 
often  extremely  deUoate  and  F^^f^"^^^^^  ^ 
join  promptitude  and  impartiaJitf  in  ^^'^rj^ 
various  questions  of  order  as  th^  *"*j  h^ 
and  dignity  m  his  deportment  towards  the  MJJj 
patience,  good  temper,  and  oonitesy,  •^''•'•'JVjf-i 
diWdual  members  j  and  the  best  snwg«P^_^ 
distribution  of  the  talent  of  the  House,  m^^*^ 
ons  subdivisions,  for  the  de^atoh  of  ^1*£^ 
ness,  and  the  fiur  exhiWtien  of  «»«rf  "^U 
sented  for  consideration.    Th^  eepedsllj  ng^"^ 
him,  in  tiiose  moments  of  agitation  600 
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toUberatiTe  auembly  is  always  entirely  exempt,  to 
«inain  cool  and  unshaken  amidst  all  the  storms  of 
tebate,  carefnll/  goarding  the  preservation  of  the 
Mnnanent  laws  and  roles  of  the  House  from  being 
lacrificed  to  temporary  passions,  prq'adices,  or  in- 
erests.  It  is  on  sach  occasions  as  diese,  too,  that  the 
iShair  stands  most  in  need  of  your  support,  of  yonr 
landor,  of  your  liberality,  of  yonr  unbiased  jndgment. 
[  am  not  so  presnmptuons,  gentlemen,  as  to  promise 
ron  that  I  shall  perform  the  aidaons  duties  of  which 

have  presented  an  imperfect  sketch.  All  I  dare 
ay  is,  that  I  will  exert  an  anxious,  faithful,  and  unre- 
nitting  endeayor  to  fulfil  the  expectations  by  which 

have  been  so  much  honored.  And  may  we  not  in** 
iolge  the  hope,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Evidence,  all  our  deliberations  and  all  our  proceed- 
Dgs  may  tend  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to 
oaintain  the  honor  and  character  of  the  country,  and 
0  advance  the  public  welfare  and  happiness. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Gonfltitntlon  of  the 
Jnited  States,  as  prescribed  by  law,  was  then 
idministered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Nbwton, 
ne  of  the  Bepresentatives  from  Virginia,  and 
he  same  oath  (or  aflSrmation)  was  then  admin- 
itered  by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  mem- 
bers present. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Oamfbexx, 
if  Ohio,  that  Mjltthbw  St.  Olaib  Olabkb, 
Jkirk  to  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  be 
appointed  Clerk  to  this  House ;  and  the  motion 
ras  agreed  to^  onanimonsly. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
Jnited  States,  togethto  with  the  oath  of  ofiice, 
a  prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  were  then 
idministered  to  the  Clerk  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nswton,  it  was 

EeaoUfsdf  vmanimoutil/y^  That  Thokas  Dumrbe 
ppointed  Sergeant-at-Axms,  Bbnjahin  Buboh 
AX>rkeeper,  and  John  Oswald  Dunk  Assistant 
)oorkeeper  to  this  House;  and  that  they  seyer- 
JI7  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tohlinson,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  8en- 
te  to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House 
laye  assembled,  and  have  elected  Hbnbt  Clat 
beir  Speaker,  and  that  this  House  is  now 
sadr  to  proceed  to  business;  and  that  the 
&erk  do  go  with  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton, 

B$»lMd.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
ke  part  of  tbia  House,  to  -join  such  committee 
•  haye  been  or  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
f  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
Fnited  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
f  the  two  Houses  haye  assembled,  and  are 
ndy  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
e  pleased  to  make  to  tiiem. 

(hdered^  That  Mr.  Nbwton  and  Mr.  Van 
tiBBSBLABB,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
be  House,  and  that  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the 
boate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  a<]yonmed. 


Tubsdat,  December  2. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Penn- 
ylvania,  Phiup  S.    Mabklbt  and  Aitdbbw 
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Stbwabt;  from  Maryland,  Raphael  Nbalb, 
John  S.  Spbnob,  and  Hbnbt  B.  Wabfibld; 
from  Virginia,  John  Randolph  ;  from  North 
Carolina,  Hutohins  G.  Bubton  and  Thomas  H. 
Hall  ;  from  South  Carolina,  John  C abtbb  and 
Alnbbbw  B.  Qovan;  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R. 
Ross;  and  from  Indiana,  Jonathan  Jbnninqs 
and  WiLUAN  Pbinob,  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Kewton,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed yesteraay  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appointmenlL 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  would 
make  a  communication,  in  writing,  to  the  two 
Houses  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  of 
difEerent  denominations,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, one  by  each  House,  who  shall  mterchange 
weekly;  in  which  resolution  the  Senate  aiuc 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathbop,  it  was  ordered 
that  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  the  8th 
instant,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  their  part 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Pbbsi- 
DBNT  OF  THB  TJnitbd  Statbs,  wMch  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  tiie  members  of  this  House.  [For  this 
Message  see  Senate  proceedings,  ante  p.  466.] 

The  House  then  adyoumed. 


WzDNBSDAT,  DecembcT  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Samubl  Lawbbnox  ;  and  from  Alabama,  Gbobob 
W.  OwBN,  appeared,  and  produced  their  cre- 
dentials. 

RiOHABD  K  Call  also  appeared,  and  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 


Fbidat,  December  5. 

Mr.  Lawbenob,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Owbn,  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Call,  delegate  from  Florida, 
were  severally  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Amendment  of  the  CimetitutUn^^Eleetion  <tf 
FreeiderUand  Viee' Pretident, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDtttfix,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, it  was  resolved  that  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rec- 
onunending  to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  such  manner,  that  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
may  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; 
also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
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States  may  be.  in  like  manner,  uniform;  and, 
also,  that  the  election  of  the  said  offioers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Messrs.  McDuffib,  At.kxandkb  Smttiz,  Rkkx>, 
Stobrs,  Buchanan,  Wioklifek,  and  Oabt,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  above 
resolution. 

Mother  of  Commodore  Perry. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina : 

jReaolvtd^  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  jnsHce  and  expediency  of  allowing 
Mrs.  Sarah  Perry,  the  mother  of  the  late  Captain 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  a  pension  during  her  nainral 
life. 

Mr.  Hamiltok  mentioned,  in  offering  this 
resolution,  that  a  bill  embracing  this  object  had 
been  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but 
not  acted  on  from  the  want  of  time.  His  pres- 
ent object  was  to  revive  that  bill. 

Mr.  Tbimblb,  of  Kentucky,  not  meaning  to 
object  to  this  resolution,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  including  in  it  the  case  of  Mrs.  LiEiwrence, 
the  widow  of  the  gallant  captain  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Hakiltok  said  he  thought  that  though 
the  cases  of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Perry  and  tne 
widow  of  the  lamented  Lawrence,  were  in 
many  respects  similar,  yet  there  were  some 
points  of  difference  in  them  which  rendered  it 
inexpedient  to  blend  them  together. 

Mr.  Caicbbkleko,  of  New  York,  disclaiming 
all  opposition  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  an 
object  in  which  he  feelingly  and  fully  concurred, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  cases  of  Mrs.  Lawrence 
and  Mrs.  Perry  might  better  have  a  separate 
oonsideration.  The  case  of  Mrs.  Perry  required 
a  distinct  act  of  legislation — that  of  Mrs.  Law- 
rence did  not,  being  one  of  a  class  of  cases  here- 
tofore regularlv  provided  for  by  law,  her  hus- 
band having  fallen  in  battle.  But  it  should  be 
remembered  that,  through  some  inadvertence, 
the  act,  providing  pensions  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  naval  officers  killed  in  battle,  was 
omitted  to  be  revived  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  previous  to  which  it  had  expired. 
The  fund  from  which  that  relief  was  dispensed 
was  a  sacred  one ;  it  had  been  raised  out  of  the 
Navy  itself  and  it  should  ever  be  held  saored 
to  the  object  for  which  it  was  raised.  He  in- 
tended, on  Monday,  to  move  for  a  revival  of  the 
act,  and  if,  as  he  trusted,  it  should  be  revived, 
he  cberidhed  a  strong  hope  that  the  Oonmiittee 
of  Claims  would  put  the  venerable  lady  who 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  resolution,  also, 
on  the  pension  list.  The  fund  was  ample  to 
embrace  both  classes  of  cases. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  and  the  House 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Hebkimeb, 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  appeared,  pro- 


duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  a&d  took 
his  seat. 

Gabbisl  Riohabd  also  appeared,  prodsd 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  »l 
as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  IGdii^ 

Qiuipau  Indiam, 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorul  of  fte 
Genera]  Assembly  ofthe  Territory  of  AAom 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  £; 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  title  of  & 
Quapau  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain  knds  in  tb: 
Territory. — Referred  to  the  Conmiittee  of  T^ 
and  Means. 

Belief  qf  Vice  President  TomphnL 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbhidi 
OF  THB  Unitsd  Statbs,  wMch  was  read,  niii 
as  follows : 

To  ike  Scute  of  Repreea^taJUvee  of  Ifte  UmkiBm: 

By  an  act  of  the  lack  sessian  of  CongRf^  H« 
made  the  duty  of  the  aceoanting  offieen  of  the  Tn» 
my  to  a^nst  and  settle  the  aocoonta  of  Dand  B. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  M 
on  piindplea  of  eqnity  and  justioe,  subject  to  tk» 
vision  and  final  deoiaon  of  lii0  President  of  dM  Ci^ 
ed  States.  The  acoonnting  officers  have,  in  eoofi- 
ance  with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of  ds^ 
five  thousand  one  hnndred  and  nine^dol]an,iiib« 
of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  report  I  hare  hidiafc 
consideration,  together  with  his  dalm  to  an  »/iSSfsi 
allowance,  and  £onld  have  decided  on  the  wb^^ 
fore  the  present  time,  had  I  not  delayed  my  deeaa 
at  his  request  From  the  view  which  I  have  t^> 
the  subject,  I  am  satisfied,  oonsideiing  all  tbecsv 
stances  of  the  case,  that  a  laiiger  som  on^  ^^ 
allowed  him  than  that  reported  by  Ae  aoeotftsf 
offioers  of  the  Treasury.  No  appropriatioi^  Iwwei^ 
having  been  made  by  the  act,  vad  it  appearin^^^ 
cent  mfonnation  from  him,  that  the  smn  i^o^ 
would  afibid  him  an  essential  aocommodatioBitB| 
time,  the  subject  is  sabmitted  to  the  considentMB' 
Ooogreas,  wiUi  a  view  to  that  object. 

*"  JAMESMOXB0£ 

Washikoton  Cett,  Dec.  7,  1823. 


Commissioner  to  Cfreece. 

Mr.  Websteb,  of  Massachusetts, 
for  conMderation,  the  following : 

jgetofeed;  That  provision  onght  to  benade^tyh^ 
fyr  dttfrayiog  the  expense  incident  to  the  ajfjajj*" 
of  tax  agent,  or  commissioner,  to  Crieeoe^  wba0^^ 
President  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  maks  nctf- 
pointmenk 

In   offering   the  resolution,  Mr.  VoffO 
stated,  it  was  fiur  from  being  his  ^sht  ^  ^ 
manner,  to  commit  the  House  in  this  ^^J? 
the  political  contests  of  Europe;  hot  the Pj^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  having,  in  hn^ 
sage  to  Congress,  not  only  exprwsed  s  WJ 
that  the  Greek  nation,  in  its  present  ^rw 
with  its  oppressors,  had  the  good  v*^**??! 
whole  civilized  world,  but  also  advsnoed  t» 
opinion  that  tbe  Turkish  dominion  over  wj 
country  was  lost  forever ;  he  thonght  m^ 
such  were  the  fact,  it  was  important  Ui»  ^'^ 
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ress  should  act  upon  the  subject.  The  United 
tates,  he  said,  had  diverse  interests  in  the 
[editerranean,  which  might  be  seriously  affected, 
lore  or  less,  by  the  coarse  of  events  in  that 
oarter.  The  main  object  he  had  in  view,  he 
onfessed,  was  to  obtain  from  this  House  an  ex- 
reseion,  responsive  to  the  sentiment  of  the 
Cessage,  in  reference  to  the  sacrifices  and  suf- 
3ring8  of  that  heroic  people — sacrifices  and 
offerings  which  ought  to  excite  the  sympathy 
f  every  liberal-minded  man  in  Europe  as  well 
B  in  this  country.  But^  whatever  might  be 
be  case  with  other  nations,  we  certainly  ought 
ot  to  be  restrained  from  expressing,  with  free- 
om,  what  are  our  views  in  relation  to  the 
hreek  cause,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  without 
ommitting  ourselves  in  the  contest  And  he 
eally  did  hope  that  we  should  show  to  the 
rorld,  that  there  is,  at  leasts  one  Qovemment 
rhich  does  entertain  a  proper  view  of  that 
arbaroufl  despotism  whicn,  under  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  has  been  permitted,  by  a  ^stem  of  the 
ralest  atroci^,  to  attempt  to  crush  aninterest- 
og  Christian  nation.  He  did  not  desire  that  the 
esolution  should  be  at  present  acted  upon,  but 
imply  that  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  considera- 
ion  and  deliberate  reflection  of  this  House. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  aooord- 
ilg  to  Mr.  Webstbb^s  motion,  in  preference  to 
he  suggestion  of  Mr.  Foots,  to  refer  it  to  a 
/ommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Tnion,  and  of  Mr.  Farrbllt,  to  refer  it  to  the 
lomnuttee  of  Foreign  Relations. 


Tuesday,  December  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  the  State 
f  Maine,  Stsfhxn  Longfellow  ;  and  from  the 
•tate  of  Virginia,  Wiluam  0.  Rivxa,  appeared, 
rere  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Petition  of  the  DonughUr  qf  General  St.  Clair, 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  £liza 
lill,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Mi^or  Qen- 
ral  Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  the  Revolutionary 
rmy,  on  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters,  praying 
>  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  which  she 
mceives  to  be  equitably  and  justly  due  to  the 
itate  of  her  deceased  father,  on  account  of 
ersonal  services  rendered,  and  advances  made 
>r  the  public  account,  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
ition. 


this  most  solemn  contract,  by  separating  hus- 
bands and  wives ;  and  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to 
meliorate  the  c(*ndition  of  slaves  within  its 
jurisdiction,  at  least  within  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roes,  the  petition  of  the 
administrators  on  tlie  estate  of  John  H.  Piatt^ 
late  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  presented 
on  the  81st  December,  1822,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  made  thereon, 
on  the  8d  of  Miuroh  last,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Rosa,  Mallabt,  Jen- 
kins Longfellow,  MoCot,  Vinton,  and  Foots, 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Road  in  ths  Territory  qfArhvMas. 

Mr.  CoNWAT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  open- 
ing a  public  road  from  the  town  of  Memphis,  or 
Lower  Chickasaw  Bluffk,  on  the  Mississippi,  to 
Little  Rock,  the  seat  of  government  in  said  Ter- 
ritory; which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Two  Roadi  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  in  the 
most  direct  and  practicable  route  from  Pensa- 
cola  to  St  AuguiBtine ;  and  further,  to  inquire 
into  the  expedient  of  opening  a  road  from  St. 
Markka  to  C^ie  cable,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 

Petition  of  the  Society  of  Friends  infaeor  of 
Sla/te  Marriages, 

Mr.  Long  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at  a 
sarly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held 
;  New  Garden,  in  Guilford  County,  North  Caro- 
oa,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1823,  representing 
lat  they  hold  the  marriage  covenant  the 
ighest  civil  engagement  amongst  men ;  that  it 
aght  to  be  held  siacred  and  inviolable;  not- 
ithstanding  which,  the  masters  of  slaves  are 
>l6rated,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  breaking 


Thttbsdat,  December  11. 
The  Owner's  QromX. 

Mr.  Ttson  presented  a  memorial  of  James  L. 
Bell,  and  others,  composing  the  Misnssippi 
Land  Company  of  New  York,  setting  forth,  thi^ 
at  very  great  expense,  they  have  acquired  the 
title  to  fdl  that  tract  of  limd  situated  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  commonly  called  ^  Car- 
ver^s  Grant ; "  lying  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  at  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony, 
and  praying  that  their  title  to  aaid  land  may  be 
confirmed ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  daiins. 

Delegate  from  Michigan — Election  Contested  on 
the  Ground  of  JVanto^  Citieenship  of  the 
United  States  and  a  Tear*s  Residence  in  the 
Territory, 

Mr.  SooTT  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bid- 
die,  praying  that  the  election  and  return  of 
Gabriel  Richard,  as  the  delegate,  in  this  House, 
for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  may  be  set  aside 
and  his  seat  vacated,  on  the  ground  that  said 
Richard  was  not,  attne  time  of  his  election,  nor 
is  he  yet,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  had  not  resided  one  year  in  said  Terri- 
tory, in  the  character  of  a  citizen,  previous  to 
the  election ;  which  petition  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Eleotiona. 
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Deeiiumi  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Tbdiblb,  in  offeriD^  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution,  said  it  was  well  known 
that  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  sometimes  are  not  puhlished  until 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  after  their  rendition. 
He  did  not  complain  of  this  under  the  present 
system ;  but  his  object  was  to  insure  an  earlier 
publication  of  the  reports.  He  thought  that 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  principles  decid- 
ed, should  not  be  left  so  long  ignorant  of  what 
those  decisions  were.  To  remedy  this  defect^ 
he  proposed  the  following : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  JodiciaiT  be 
instructed  to  mqnire  whether  any,  and  what,  pronnon 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  to  insure  a  more  speedy 
publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Sapreme  Conit  of 
the  United  States. 

Kr.  Plumxb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he 
could  have  no  possible  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
but  the  fact  is,  that  the  existing  law  allows  nine 
months  for  the  completion  of  the  publication, 
and  that  the  time  taken  for  tiiat  work  had  ner- 
er,  he  beUeved,  exceeded  six  months. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  said  he  was  sure  ^at  the  gen- 
tleman could  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry. 
He  thought  it  pretty  obvious  that  those  decisions 
might  be  published  in  two  weeks,  or,  at  all 
events,  in  three  weeks.  Now,  I  think,  sidd  Mr. 
T.,  that  the  people  are  entitled  to  Imow  what 
the  constitution  is  when  a  construction  is  given 
to  it.  At  all  events,  the  subject  was  worSi  in- 
quiring into.  He  was  sure  tiiat  the  inquiry 
could  do  no  harm.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  nine  months  for  the  reports, 
with  no  other  view  but  to  make  it  a  prontable 
business  to  the  reporter. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without 
opposition. 

Accounts  of  Daniel  D,  Tomphine, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  CooKX  rose  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  dause  of  the  bill.  He  made  this  mo- 
tion beciftuse  the  House  were  told,  as  the  ground 
on  which  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  passed, 
that  there  was  a  balance  reported  against  ^e 
Vice  President;  that  his  services  had  been 
great ;  and  that  his  situation  was  then  such  that 
it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  pay  the  amount 
daimed  of  him.  I  was  astonished  (said  Mr. 
C.)  when  I  saw  the  report  published,  that  a 
large  balance  was  due  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, knowing  it  to  have  been  admitted  at  the 
last  session  that  there  was  no  balance  due  to 
him.  A  similar  case  was  brought  bdbre  this 
House  some  years  ago  in  the  case  of  John  H. 
Hatt.  We  were  told  that  he  had  rendered 
essential  services  to  the  Government ;  that  he 
was  insolvent,  and  that  nothing  could  be  got 
from  him.    In  the  same  manner,  aft»r  a  law 


had  passed  in  his  favor,  there  was  a  report  that 
there  was  a  lam  sum  of  money  due  to  this  is- 
dividual ;  but  ^e  House  refused  to  appropfiflu 
it  And,  Mr.  C.  sud,  before  he  could  rote  fir 
this  bill,  he  must  be  convinced  that  the  maoef 
was  really  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins.  He  tibM 
like  to  know,  he  said,  upon  what  voncfaen  s  re- 
port of  tills  sort  had  been  made.  We  an  toU 
by  the  President's  Message,  moreover,  thai  da 
is  not  all  the  money  that  will  be  daimed  intbii 
case ;  and  pass  this  bill,  said  'Mr.  C,  and  prob- 
ably, before  the  Christmas  holidays,  we  doD 
have  another  call  upon  us  to  appropriate,  I  in 
told,  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand  doflaD 
for  the  same  purpose.  It  does  seem  straoge  to 
me,  that  those  who  are  intrusted  only  iritJi  tb 
disbursement  of  public  money,  should  esjtd 
their  own  funds  to  the  large  amount  of  a  bsn- 
dred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doDiR 
It  is  not  usual  for  them  to  do  so.  And  irlMB 
we  see  a  claim  of  this  sort,  which  has  lain  ist- 
mant  for  a  number  of  years,  brought  forwizd 
after  all  the  circumstances  of  it  are  forgotttt. 
we  should  have  somd  proof  exhibited  to  Ha 
House  in  support  of  it^  before  we  put  (V 
hand  into  the  public  purse  and  take  out  ti» 
money  of  the  p^sople  to  pay  it.  I  make  tb» 
objections  to  ascertain  whether  the  House  vil: 
without  further  information,  vote  away  ^ 
sum  of  money,  especially  when  they  knov  tU 
a  much  larger  sum  of  money  will  be  hereafia 
demanded  of  them  on  the  same  plea  as  this. 

Mr.  CAifBKKT.KyG  said  he  had  not  andcipaled, 
after  the  documentary  evidence  which  had  bea 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  any  gentleman,  vlio 
had  been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  co>U 
have  raised  an  objection  to  this  bill.  He^  hov* 
ever,  attributed  the  opposition  of  the  geDtI«- 
man  from  Tennessee  to  one  of  the  best  motiTS 
which  could  find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  117 
legislator — ^to  a  sense  of  the  duty  of  examining 
with  vigilance  the  merits  of  every  afipn^ 
tion  which  comes*  before  him.  At  the  lass  sei- 
sion,  said  Mr.  C,  we  passed  a  law  directiogti* 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  to  a^nst  tbe 
accounts  of  the  Vice  President,  upon  the  pnf- 
ciples  of  lustice  and  equity.  They  have  fr 
charged  this  duty ;  and  I  will  advert  to  tiie  (i^ 
cumstance,  that  the  accounts  have  passed  aadff 
the  scrutiny  of  the  best  accounting  ofBoer  of 
the  Government — I  mean  Mr.  Hagner,  vboft 
assiduity  and  severe  justice  the  genUeinaii  fi^ 
Tennessee  understands  as  well  as  I  da  u 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Ratt,  to  whichtM 
eentleman  from  Tennessee  had  adverted,  1^. 
0.  said  he  had  supposed  that  with  his  ^ 
known  sagacity,  the  gentleman  from  Teoaesfl^ 
would  have  been  able  to  discern  the  distiw* 
between  the  present  case  and  that  of  Kr.  ^ 
and  explain  to  him  the  ground  of  the  o}^fffO» 
to  making  an  appropriation  in  the  latter  c^ 
In  that  case,  Mr.  Cutts,  the  Comptroller,  aw- 
ed a  balance  of  $60,000  in  favor  of  Hr.  ** 
and  Mr.  Hagner  a  balance  of  $40,000  ag«» 
him.  Thus,  when  the  House  was  <^^J^ 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  »* 
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olaim,  it  declined  doing  it  because  of  the  want 
of  barmonj  between  the  decisions  of  the  two 
iocounting  officers.  Bnt^  in  the  presentw  case, 
there  is  no  want  of  harmony ;  the  amount  in 
this  case  is  clearly  due  from  the  United  States, 
\}j  the  decision  of  all  branches  of  the  Qoyern- 
ment.  We  have  knowledge  tiiat  the  jury, 
which  attentively  examined  this  ca^  awarded 
to  Mr.  Tompkins  a  much  larger  sum.  The 
ftward  of  the  Third  Auditor  has  fallen  far  short 
Df  the  amount  claimed,  and  the  Preadent,  ap- 
[>roying  the  award  as  far  as  it  goes,  reserved 
Ills  decision  as  to  the  remainder.  When  that 
lecision,  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
ooked  forward  to  with  so  much  alarm,  should 
!>e  made,  Mr.  0.  said  he  should  be  ready  to 
neet  the  gentleman  on  any  ground.  I  might, 
taid  he,  attempt  to  attract  the  sympathy  of  this 
Souse  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  will  not  do  it 
[t  will  be  time  enough  to  speak  of  the  distin- 
piished  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  when  the  oc- 
casion comes,  as  I  presume  it  will,  for  discuss- 
ng  the  propriety  of  allowing  a  further  amount 
We  are  now,  however,  called  upon  to  act  clearly 
vithin  the  principle  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
lion,  the  amount  asked  being  a  balance  actu- 
Qly  reported  by  the  accounting  officers,  to  be 
ine  to  the  Vice  President 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  call  the 
ittention  of  the  House  to  a  few  of  l^e  facts  of 
im  case.  The  opposition  of  the  gentleman 
Tom  Tennessee  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise, 
nrhen  the  House  considered  the  goound  of  it. 
But  how  was  the  fact  ?  This  was  not  the  case 
>f  an  individual,  asking  of  the  House  a  gratu- 
ty  or  unauthorized  allowance,  but  asking  of 
;hem  to  do  what  the  Congress  was  already 
>ledged  to  do.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
Iras  at  least  to  be  expected  that  the  Mends  of 
he  bill  should  not  be  met  by  general  surmises 
IS  to  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  person  in 
luestion.  The  services  of  the  individual,  whose 
daim  was  now  under  consideration,  could  not 
)e  unknown  to  any  gentleman  here.  We  idl 
mow  his  services,  said  Mr.  McL.,  which,  at  a 
rery  dark  and  gloomy  period,  were  exoee^gly 
atriotic,  important  to  his  country,  and  disin- 
orested.  We  all  know  that,  at  a  moment  when 
others  were  husbanding  their  funds,  or  dealing 
hem  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this  man 
i^ed  every  thing  for  the  public  cause,  and 
itaked  his  private  fortune  in  its  support.  It  Lb 
4)  services  thus  rendered,  that  his  present  em- 
Mffrassments  may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of 
hem,  he  now  calls  on  his  country,  not  for 
iharity,  but  for  justice.  It  is  known  to  every- 
)ody  that  these  accounts  of  his  have  remained 
suspended  for  a  number  of  vears;  that  the 
imoont  of  his  claim  was  much  larger  than  in 
hese  years  the  Government  was  at  auy  time 
billing  to  allow.  The  Qovemment  assumed 
me  principle  as  the  basis  of  settlement — ^he  an- 
ytber.  According  to  his  statement  of  his  case, 
I  much  larger  credit  was  due  than  the  Govern- 
nent  was  willing  to  give  him.  On  suit  being 
K>mmenced  by  the  United  States,  for  the  bal- 


ance alleged  to  be  due  by  him,  a  jury  of  his 
country  awarded  a  balance  of  account  in  his 
favor  to  the  amount  of  $139,000.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  comes  to  Congress.  They 
take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  what  do 
they  do?  They  provided  for  his  relief  by  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  in  the  following  words : 

**Re»olved  hy  ike  SenaU  and  Home  of  BepresaUa- 
tivea  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa,  m  Congrem 
attemiledf  That  the  proper  accoantiDg  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  ad- 
just and  settle  the  accoants  and  claims  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Yoxk, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the 
revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.** 

Congress  then  referred  the  adjustment  of  his 
accounts  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and 
imposed  a  further  check  on  them  by  calling  in 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.    They  authorized  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  upon  the  principles  of  equity 
and  justice.    We  are  not  here  to  examine  what 
were  the  motives   of  every  individual  who 
voted  in  favor  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but 
we  are  to  take  the  law  as  it  is.    But,  for  one, 
said  Mr.  MoLajts,  I  am  free  to  say  that,  if  the 
gentleman  limited  his  views  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice to  the  a£fair  of  profit  and  loss — to  the  mat- 
ter of  balancing  the  account,  his  views  were 
not  the  same  as  miue.    Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
would  allow  the  account  to  be  balanced,  he 
would  not,  on  the  other,  pay  any  balance  which 
might  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  this  individ- 
ual ?    That,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  indebted 
to  the  United  States,  we  should  pursue  him, 
made  poor  in  public  service,  with  the  hard 
hand  of  strict  justice ;  but  that,  if  the  United 
States  were  found  indebted  to  him,  they  should, 
with  their  abundant  Treasury,  not  pay  to  him 
what  is  justly  due  ?    Congress  could  have  had 
no  other  intention  in  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, Mr.  McL.  said,  than  that  if  a  balance 
should  be  found  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  it 
should  be  paid  to  him.    Under  the  authority  of 
our  law,  these  accounts  have  been  settled :  the 
President  has  revised  the  settlement,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  a  larger  balance  is  due  than  has 
been  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers.    This 
bill  goes  no  further  than  to  give  the  sum  which 
is  certainly  due,  reserving  the  balance  of  the 
accounts  for  further  investigation.    No  weight, 
Mr.  McL.  hoped,  would  be  given  to  the  consid- 
eration that,  hereafter,  more  might  be  found  to 
be  due  to  the  individual  concerned  than  was 
now  proposed  to  be  granted  to  him.    For  my- 
self, said  he,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  if  the  ac- 
counting ofllcer  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident, should  find  an  amount  due  to  him  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  verdict  of  the  New  York 
jury,  I,  for  one,  would  freely  vote  it  to  him, 

Mjt.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  Uien  rose  and  said, 
that,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  the  considerations 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
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have  been  in  their  proper  place,  if  urged  at  the 
last  eession,  but  were  certainly  oat  of  place 
at  this  time,  when  we  are  called  upon,  not 
to  investigate  a  new  chum,  but  to  redeem 
the  pledged  faith  of  the  public.  On  sach 
a  qnestion,  it  was  entirely  unnecessary  for 
the  friends  of  the  Vice  President  to  refer  to 
the  public  services,  eminent  as  they  had  been, 
of  the  distiDguished  gentleman  in  question. 
This  was  not  a  fit  occasion  to  introduce  them. 
If  the  claimant  were  the  meanest  and  the 
most  obscure  individual  in  society,  the  House 
were  equally  bound  to  pass  that  bill.  For, 
what  was  it?  The  accounts  to  which  it 
refers  had  long  been  pressing  on  the  public 
for  liquidation;  they  had  at  length  been 
brought  before  this  House ;  and,  after  delib- 
erate consideration,  an  act  is  passed  for  their 
final  settlement  The  accounts  were  quietly 
examined  and  liquidated  by  the  accounting 
officer.  But,  mark  the  precaution  by  which 
that  act  is  characterized  I  Kot  only  were 
those  accounts  to  be  submitted  to  the  severe 
scrutiny  of  the  most  rigid  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment— an  officer  whose  scrupulous  accuracy 
in  the  adndssion  of  accounts  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  as  deservedly  approved  as  it  is  uni- 
versally known ;  but,  after  they  had  gone 
through  the  crucible,  after  they  had  been 
subjected  to  all  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  this 
vigilant  officer,  they  are  to  be  submitted  to 
the  President  for  revisal.  The  President  re- 
vises them,  and  then  he  sends  to  this  House 
a  Message,  in  which  he  declares,  not  only 
that  he  is  satisfied  that  this  balance  is  justly 
due,  but  that  much  more  is  due  to  him. 
Under  such  circumstances,  all  that  is  now 
asked  is,  that  we  shall  pay  so  much  as  has 
been  thus  ascertained  to  be  due.  It  is,  in 
fact,  to  do  notiiing  more  than  supply  the  defect 
of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  in  which,  by 
some  omission,  no  appropriation  had  been 
made  to  ni<&et  tne  balance,  if.  according  to  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  a  balance  should  have 
been  ascertained  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins. 
Now,  what  does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
tell  us?  He  wishes  to  know  the  ground  of 
the  settlement.  He  wants,  in  short,  to  settle 
this  account  himself-— to  see  the  basis  on  which 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  in 
coming  to  the  decision  which  they  have 
lud  before  the  President.  This,  Mr.  0.  said, 
might  have  been  proper  when  the  subject  was 
under  consideration  at  the  last  session;  but 
OoDgress  had  committed  the  liquidation  of 
these  accounts  to  another  tribunal.  It  had 
committed  it  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government  gentlemen  whose  characters  were 
unimpeached,  and  on  whose  accuracy,  in  this 
settlement,  no  refiections  had  been  cast  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose  vigilance  over 
the  Treasury  was  the  admiration  of  the  country 
and  of  the  House,  should  have  reserved  the 
remarks  with  which  he  had  favored  the  House, 
until  the  time  when  a  fioal  settlement  of  the 
demands  of  the  Vice  President  on  this  Govern- 


ment is  called  up  in  this  House;  bat  mv, 
when  the  sum  reported  is  incontestable,  fltf 
all  the  guards  of  the  Treasury  uniW  In  ^ 
daring  it  justly  due,  when  aU  that  ig  M 
is  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  lawofdieliB 
session,  those  remarks,  however  eloqceil 
would,  he  trusted,  have  no  weight 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE  said  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  appropriatioD,  and  of  course  in  ftTOr  d 
the  amendment  propoeed.  He  had  grat 
respect  for  the  individual  ooncemed— no  on 
cherished  a  higher  opinion  of  his  semas: 
but  the  House  was  now  called  upon  to  dectt 
a  great  question.  The  act  of  the  bet  seaia 
empowered  the  officers  of  the  TreasoiT  ^ 
settle  this  account  The  account  wk  at 
settled—the  President's  Message  expres^^ 
Clares  it  remains  unsettled.  He  li£  to  be 
sure  partially  examined  it,  but  that  is  A 
Mr.  ll  said  he  was  willing  to  pay  as  Ewi 
respect  to  Executive  recommendations  as  or 
man,  but  he  wanted  to  see  what  was  doe.  Ts 
use  a  familiar  phrase,  he  did  not  like  eDteriif- 
wedges.  Congress  had  been  led  on  in  this  tif 
on  other  occasions.  In  the  case  of  tlie  C» 
berland  road,  for  instance,  the  sum  asked  i* 
small  at  first,  but  it  grew  larger  and  still  IsfSi 
until,  at  length,  it  became  intolerable;  fld 
Congress  would  vote  no  more  for  it  Ifkt 
were  sure  the  appropriations  for  the  V» 
President  were  to  end  here,  he  would  vote  tb 
sum  at  once,  but  the  House  were  threatot^ 
with  a  clidm  for  other  and  larger  aiDoai& 
The  settlement  had  been  delayed  at  ^ 
request  of  the  claimant  himself  He  ii 
not  like  to  be  led  on  blindfold,  and  w^ 
to  know  at  once  how  far  be  was  to  go. 

Mr.  Tbdcblk  said  that  he  believed  I* 
worthy  friend  from  New  Hampshire  *» 
under  some  mistake  in  his  conception  of  ds 
subject  In  ordinary  cases  c^  this  descriptiA 
a  fund  was  provided  out  of  whidi  the  pulii' 
creditor,  if  bis  demand  was  just,  and  ^ 
documents  in  proof  of  it  were  regular  » 
sufficient,  received  his  due  without  Mxf 
difficulty.  But,  if  it  should  happen  that  i« 
vouchers,  though  substantially  evinciog  v 
justice  of  the  demand,  were  wanting  ia  o» 
form,  or  were  of  a  kind  not  **"***'^^ 
settlement  by  Treasury  rule,  then  an  tjf^ 
cation  to  Congress  was  necessary,  and  Ob- 
gress,  when  they  knew  such  to  be  the  ^ 
would  order  the  account  to  be  settled  ^ 
principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  that  i^  *  *^ 
understood  it,  without  exdnddng  ^^^  ^ 
dence  though  of  an  informal  or  irregaltf  soii 
This  was  a  matter  of  every  day  oocnntj* 
The  case  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  one  djafi 
description;  there  were  infbrmal  toccw* 
held  by  the  claimant,  which  showed  him  « 
be  justiy  entitled  to  what  he  <^J*"°^  ?J 
the  question  was  not,  now,  whether  the  gew*" 
men  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire^ 
to  audit  those  vouchers;  they  had  ahw 
been  audited;  but,  by  some  omisaan,  fij 
which  he  was  at  a  kss  to  aooonot,  t^ 
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iras  no  appropriatioQ  in  the  bill  to  meet  the 
'es^t  of  such  settlement.  The  claim  had,  at 
he  last  session,  been  submitted  to  a  committee, 
)f  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and 
le  saw  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  been  his 
companions  in  the  same  service.  It  had  been 
iarefblly  examined,  and  afterwards  hy  law 
(ubmitted  to  the  Treasury  officers.  Those 
officers  have  reported  that  this  balance  is  due. 
!fow,  I  pray  you,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the 
icoount  has,  thus  far,  been  settled,  why  is 
t  not  to  be  paid  ?  The  gentleman  from  New 
lampdiire  had  insisted  that  nothing  should 
)e  paid  until  we  kuew  the  whole  that  we  had 
o  pay.  But  what  would  ho  say  to  a  pc^- 
naster,  for  instance,  who  held  a  large  amount 
xf  Government  money — ^acknowledged  himself 
o  hold  it — ^acknowledged  it  to  be  due — ^but 
who,  having  other  accounts  unsettled  at  the 
Dreasury,  should  say  to  the  Government,  I  owe 
rou  this  balance,  clear  of  all  demands,  but  my 
>ther  account  is  not  settled,  and  I  will  not  pay 
i  dollar  of  what  I  owe  you  until  I  know 
{H  that  I  must  pay  on  the  final  settlement? 
le  believed  the  gentleman  would  call  such  a 
wymaster  a  dishonest  man.  But  why  is 
Government  to  be  bound  by  different  rules  in 
Miying  its  debts  from  those  which  bind  an 
lonest  man? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
he  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
he  negative,  by  a  large  m^ority. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
>ill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  declare  that 
he  amount  now  appropriated  should  be  in  full 
\i  the  daim  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  amendment  was  also  negatived,  by  a 
leotded  minority;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
o  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readmg  to- 
Dorrow. 


Fbidat,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
hire,  Icbabod  Babtlbtt,  appeared,  was  quau- 
(ed,  and  took  his  seat. 

Chaplain  to  the  Houae, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
louse  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Rev. 
nrnxiAM  Stauohton  a  Chaplain  to  Congress, 
a  their  part,  during  the  present  session. 

County  8&atB  in  ArkoMat  Territory, 

Mr.  CowwAT  presented  a  petition  of  the 
General  Aasembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
iraying  that  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be 
[ranted  to  each  of  the  counties  of  Hempsted. 
filler,  and  Crawford;  to  be  improved  ana 
iccupied  as  the  seats  of  justice  of  the  said 
ounties.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
jands. 

IfaiDcU  Peace  JEftdbUehmsnt. 

Mr.  FuixBB  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
lon,  vi2: 

Retohed,  That  the  FMndnit  of  the  United  States 


be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Hotue  a  plan 
for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uidted 
States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day,  under  the  rule. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia, 
BxTBWBLL  Bassett,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentiala,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Ncmal   Qfflcen — Inquiry   into    Iheir   actual 

service  at  sea, 

Mr.  MsBGBB  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  of  course : 

JUmtived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  b» 
directed  to  transmit  1o  this  House  a  list  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  denoting 
the  periods  of  their  admission  Into  the  pobllc  service, 
the  dates  of  their  present  oommissioins,  and  the  time 
of  their  actual  service  at  sea  smce  the  1st  of  January, 
1816. 


Tttesdat,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Yort 
AiAEBT  H.  Tbaot,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat 

Orants  of  land  for  Education, 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  snch  an  appropri- 
ation of  the  poblic  lands  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
in  those  States  to  which  no  grants  have  yet  been 
made,  as  will  correspond,  in  a  jnst  proportion, 
with  the  appropriations  which  may  have  been 
made  heretofore,  in  favor  of  those  States;  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  ExHT  said,  he  ofiered  the  resolution  just 
read,  not  only  from  the  importance  of  the 
object  embraced  by  it,  but  because  certain 
resolutions  which  had  paased  the  Le^alature  of 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  representative,  had 
been  presented  to  the  last  Confess,  and  not 
finally  acted  on.  His  object  m  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  at  this 
time,  waS)  to  obtain  their  decision  on  it,  if 
favorable,  that  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  those 
States  equally  interested  with  her,  might  derive 
the  contemplated  advantages  from  it;  but  i^ 
contrary  to  their  just  expectations,  the  decision 
should  be  unfavorable,  that  they  might  turn 
their  attention  to  some  o^er  source  for  the 
promotion  of  the  important  purposes  of  edu- 
cation.  He  would  mention,  for  the  information 
of  the  House,  that  Maryland  was  not  singular 
in  adopting  the  principle  contained  in  the 
resolution ;  that  it  had  received,  after  a  deliberate 
examination,  the  approbation  of  the  Legislatures 
of  several  of  the  States — ^the  disapprobation  of 
but  few.  Mr.  £.  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  adopted,  that  the  subject  might  be  fuDy 
examined. 
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The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolve, 
Mr.  Kankin  observed,  that  a  similar  propo- 
sition to  that  now  offered  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at 
a  former  session  of  Congress ;  and  he  regretted 
that  it  had  not,  now,  been  thrown  into  the 
same  form  as  when  before  offered.  It  was 
then  presented  in  an  affirmative  shape,  which 
afforded  facility  for  a  more  direct  and  immediate 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposition  by 
the  House.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reference 
of  this  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  if  it  went 
to  a  committee  at  all ;  not  on  any  special,  but 
on  a  general  principle.  It  was  the  well-known 
and  universal  usage,  in  appointing  select  com- 
mittees, to  compose  them  of  the  known  friends 
^of  the  measures  proposed ;  in  consequence  of 
which  only  an  ex  parte  view  of  subjects  was 
presented  to  the  House  in  the  reports  of  the 
committees,  and  time  was  consumed  in  obtain- 
ing, by  discussion,*  the  views  of  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion.  But,  a  standing  com- 
mittee was  a  sort  of  general  tribunal,  composed 
neither  of  the  friends  nor  the  opposers  of  any 

i>articular  measures— such  a  committee  was 
ikely  to  present  a  more  general  view  of  sub- 
jects committed  to  their  consideration,  than  a 
select  committee;  and,  should  they  report 
against  any  particular  measure,  its  advocates 
had  still  their  appeal  to  the  House,  and  full 
Hberty  to  discuss  its  merits.  He  thought  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  had  better  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — ^not  because 
he  happened  personally  to  be  connected  with 
that  committee,  but  because  the  nature  of  the 
object  embraced  by  the  resolution  seemed  nat- 
urally to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Jennikos  said,  he  apprehended  the  reso- 
lution was  not  very  well  understood  by  the 
House.  It  certainly  was  not  by  him.  Judg- 
ing from  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
upon  it.  For  further  examination  of  it, 
he  moved  that  the  resolve  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thubsday,  December  18. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit :  from  hsst 
iana,  Hsnbt  H.  Gublrt  and  Edwabd  Liti» 
STON ;  and  from  New  York,  Jomr  J.  Kobui, 
appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  t^ 
seats. 


Wednesday,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania;, 
HsNBY  Wilson,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Civilization  and  Education  of  the  Indians, 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Syno<l  of  Philadelphia,  embracing 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  New  Jersey,  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, and  the  District  of  Columbia,  convened  at 
Georgetown,  in  said  District,  in  October,  1823, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  civilizing  the  Indian  tribes  and 
introducing  the  knowledge  of  letters  among 
them;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


Friday,  December  19. 

Widow  of  Captain  Zatorence, 

Mr.  Cbowninshield,  from  the  Comimttea  a 
Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  Uie  peti&fl  d 
Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  Captain  James  Ur- 
rence,  deceased,  late  of  the  Navy  of  the  Ualtii 
States,  accompanied  by  a  bill  froiher  exteodoi 
tho  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widowsod 
children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines^  viii 
died  in  the  public  service ;  which  bill  mim^ 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Conmutteeaftb 
Whole. 


Monday,  December  251 

Dry    Tortugas — Abaco — Hole  in  ike  F«ft- 
BaJiama    Banks  —  Light-houses^    Beseta, 
BuoySy  Floating-lights. 
Mr.  LrviNOBTON   laid   the   following  reso- 
lutions on  the  table  for  consideration  od  to- 
morrow, viz  : 

Setolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Ttmaij  t» 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  mde  a 
erecting  light-houses  on  the  Diy  Tartngaa,  and  it  v 
near  Cape  Florida  ;  and  that  he  also  rqwrt  ^A^ 
the  secnrity  of  the  navigation  of  tiie  Golf  Sdo^ 
between  Florida  and  the  Bahama  Bankiy  to 
not  require  the  erection  of  light-hooses,  (t^ 
cons,  or  the  placing  of  buoys  or  floating-fi^ 
on  some  other  places,  on  or  near  the  coirt  « 
Florida. 

Resokfed,  That  tiie  President  of  the  Unitrf  SH** 
be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  Gowinmait  a 
Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  ob^ 
Island  of  Abaoo,  at  or  near  th»  Hole  in  the  WsB, «" 
at  such  other  places,  within  the  acknowledged  dai» 
ion  of  that  power,  on  the  islands,  kejs,  or  sbotli,  a 
the  Bahama  Banks,  as  may  be  neoessaiyfor  thea«^ 
tion  and  support  of  light-houses*  beaooiUi  boo^  J 
floating-lights,  for  the  security  of  navigation  o«ri» 
near  the  said  banks,  and  to  be  used  aoleljior"^ 
purposes.  ^, 

Beadved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  fi«» 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House,  ▼!»•**  jj 
rodks  called  the  double-headed  shot  kej^  or  *V 
other  of  the  rocks  or  desert  islets,  near  the  Bwj^ 
Banks,  but  separated  therefrom  by  a  deep  ^^ 
and  on  which  the  security  of  navigation  rf  the^ 
ofFlorida  requires  that  light-houses  or  !**«<***?! 
be  placed,  are  within  the  dominion  of  any  v»  ^ 
foreign  Kingdom  or  State,  or  whctiier  ^7^^ 
now  subject  to  be  i^ropnated  by  the  ligl*  »  "*^ 
pancy. 

Amendment  of  the  Comtitution-Bleetu»^ 
President  and  Vies  Pr^ident. 


Mr.  MoDuFFiE,  from  the  committee  app«^ 
to  inauire  into  the  exnediencv  <rfW00OBW»^ 
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ing  to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
unendiDg  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  States, 
In  snoh  manner  that  the  mode  of  electing  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  in 
Ck)ngress  may  be  uniform  thronffhont  the  United 
States ;  also,  that  the  mode  of  choomng  Electors 
of  President  and  Yioe  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be,  in  like  manner,  uniform ;  and, 
ilso.  that  the  election  of  the  said  officers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;'^  made  a  detailed  report,  aocompa- 
ned  by  a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
nent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
n  respect  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
E^esiaent  of  the  United  States ;  "which  resolution 
iras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
>f  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Che  report  and  resolution  are  as  follows : 

The  oommittee,  profoimdly  impressed  with  the 
mportanco  of  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
ion  under  which  they  have  been  appointed,  have 
idt  a  corresponding  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  dif- 
ienlty  of  the  duty  imposed  npon  them  by  the  order 
^  the  House.  To  deviso  a  plan  for  the  election  of 
nembers  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the 
President  and  Yioe  President  of  the  Uuited  States, 
rbich  will  cozrect  existing  and  obviate  impending 
tvils,  and,  at  the  same  time,  harmonize  the  confiict- 
Dg  views  of  States,  variously  situated,  and  variously 
iflbcted  by  It,  has  been  the  anxious  desire  and  labo- 
ions  effort  of  the  committee.  How  far  they  have 
«en  suooessful  in  accomplishing  these  great  objects, 
bey  submit  it  to  the  indulgence  and  liberality  of  the 
louse  to  determine. 

The  Consatntion  of  the  United  States  provides, 
liat  **  the  times,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  eleo- 
kms  for  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  each 
Itate,  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  that  Congress  may, 
i  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations." 
i  also  provides,  that  **  each  State  shall  appoint,  in 
ach  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
amber  of  Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of 
enators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State 
lay  be  entitled  in  Congress." 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  committee,  proposes 
lat  each  State  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts 
s  will  equal  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
le  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress ;  and  that  each 
r  the  said  districts  shall  elect  one  Representative. 
i  also  proposes,  that  each  of  the  said  districts  shall 
Ixoose  one  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President 
r  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Electors,  thus 
ppointed  in  each  State,  shall  have  the  two  additional 
lectors  to  which  the  State  is  entitled. 
From  this  collated  view  of  the  existing  provisions 
od  proposed  amendments  of  the  constitution,  it 
ill  be  seen  that  a  fundamental  change  is  oontem- 
iated,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  choosing  members 
r  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Electors  of 
resident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
;  is  a  change,  however,  which  counts  among  its 
longest  claims  to  our  favorable  consideration,  its 
iMointe  efficacy  in  preventing  changesw  For  it  will 
K  upon  tmiform  principles  those  creative  operations 
I  popnlar  sovereigoty,  which  are  now  liable  to  be 
mtioUed  by  the  diversified  and  clashing  expedients 
r  twenty-four  States,  mutually  independent,  ladeed, 
B  attentive  consideration  of  the  nature  and  functions 


of  a  written  constitution,  will  lead  us  to  the  extraordi- 
naxy  but  manifest  conclusion  that,  in  relation  to  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  popular  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  and  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  the  RepubliOi  .we  have  no  constitutional  provision 
at  all.  A  fixedness  and  permanence,  not  liable  to  be 
disturbed  by  ordinary  acts  of  legislation,  are  essen- 
tially involved  in  the  elementary  notion  of  a  consti- 
tution. Accordingly,  in  all  Qovemments  having  any 
just  pretensions  to  civilization  or  freedom,  it  has  been 
a  primary  object  to  secure  those  fundamental  canons 
which  give  organization  and  impulse  to  the  political 
system,  against  any  changes  proceeding  from  an 
authority  less  solemn  a^d  weighty  than  the  source 
of  sovereignty  itself.  To  secure  liberty  against  the 
violent  tyranny  of  successive  and  temporaiy  factions, 
and,  also,  against  the  more  systematic  encroachments 
of  ambition,  this  extraordinary  stability  of  the  law, 
which  constitutes  the  Government,  has  been  found, 
by  universal  experience,  to  be  an  indispensable  safe- 
guard. Yet,  in  direct  violation  of  this  primary  and 
essential  principle  of  regulated  freedom,  the  very 
foundations  of  the  two  most  important  branches  of 
this  Government  are  permitted  to  fluctuate  with  the 
mutable  oonnsels  of  twenty-four  separate  Legislatures. 
The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed is  recommended,  not  less  by  the  conoderation 
that  it  permanently  and  uniformly  fixes  the  rule 
which  it  introduces,  than  by  the  intrinsic  superiority 
of  that  rule  to  any  other  that  has  been  adopted, 
amidst  the  changes  incident  to  the  existing  state  of 
constitutional  laxity. 

Under  the  existing  system,  if  system  that  may  be 
called  which  is  without  system,  the  inquiry  in  the 
respective  States  is  not,  which  is  intriusically  the 
best  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Ck^ngress, 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  but  what  is  the  best  defensive  ex- 
pedient to  counteract  the  regulations  of  other  States, 
and  secure  the  utmost  relative  weight  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Union.  The  party  which  happens  to  have 
the  ascendency  will  thus  be  furnished  with  pretexts, 
at  least  plausible  and  imposing,  for  the  adoption 
of  measures  caloulated  to  deprive  the  minority  of 
their  just  rights,  and  tending  to  produce,  as  they 
invariably  have  produced,  that  acrimonious  political 
excitement  which  inevitably  results  from  injustice 
and  oppression,  however  disguised  or  palliated  by 
motives  of  public  expediency.  To  prevent  majorities 
from  exereising  this  sort  of  oppression,  is  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  a  written  constitution. 

Witli  these  general  preliminaiy  views,  the  commit- 
tee will  proceed  to  the  separate  oonsideration  of  the 
amendments  embraced  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
House. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  '*  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner,** of  electing  the  members  of  this  House,  are  now 
liable  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  subject  to  the  controlling  and  superseding 
power  of  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  made  on  the 
political  solecism  of  placing  it  in  the  power  of  every 
State  government  virtually  to  change  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  the  committee  ieel  bound  to  ex- 
amine briefly  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  power 
thus  vested  in  Congress.  • 

If  it  should  happen  to  this,  as  it  has  happened  to 
all  other  free  countries,  that  the  administration  of 
the  Republic  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faction ; 
of  men  who,  having  acquired    power  by  corrupt 
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oombinatioiu,  woald  be  disposed  to  retain  it  in  op- 
position to  the  will  of  the  people,  and  to  exert  it  in 
opposition  to  their  interests,  the  power  in  question 
wonld  become  exceedingly  dangerous.  It  is  in  snch 
periods  that  the  barriers  oi  the  cozistitntion  are  most 
essential ;  because  it  is  in  such  periods  that  those, 
from  whose  reluctant  grasp  the  sceptre  of  domin- 
ion is  about  to  be  wrested  hj  an  indignant  people, 
are  exposed  to  the  strongest  human  temptation  to 
penpetoate  their  authority  by  every  desperate  expe-> 
dient  not  absolutely  prohibited. 

And  does  not  the  constitution  almost  literally 
place  in  their  hands  precisely  such  an  expedient  in 
the  power  of  regulating  the  elections  of  the  members 
<^  this  body?  It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration, 
that  the  elections  might  be  so  arranged  by  a  party 
in  power,  that  a  small  minority  of  the  people  would 
elect  a  majority  of  the  national  representatives.  The 
mode  of  operation  would  be  various,  according  to 
varying  circumstances,  Sometimes  the  object  would 
be  accomplished  by  changing  the  district  into  the 
general-ticket  system ;  sometimes  by  an  artificial 
arrangement  of  districts ;  and  sometimes  by  a  skilful 
combination  of  both.  As  nothing  is  too  dei^rate 
for  a  faction,  struggling  for  existence,  let  us  suppose 
that  they  should  prescribe,  as  they  would  have  the 
unquestionable  power  to  prescribe,  that,  in  all  those 
States  where  a  majority  of  the  people  were  favorable 
to  their  pnzposes,  the  representatives  should  be  elected 
by  a  general  ticket,  thus  suppressing  the  voice  of  the 
minority;  and,  that  all  the  States  opposed  to  their 
domination,  should  be  divided  into  districte,  in  such 
manner  that  the  minority  of  the  people  should  elect  a 
majority  of  representatives.  As  examples  of  such 
high-handed  proceedings  are  already  to  be  %und  in 
the  history  of  several  c^  the  State  governments,  the 
supposition  that  the  General  Government,  with  more 
powerful  inducements  to  mislead  it,  will,  at  some 
future  period,  pursue  a  similar  course,  cannot  be  con- 
adered  extravagant  or  improbable, 

The  committee  therefore  feel  the  deepest  conviction, 
that  the  power  now  vested  in  Congress^  of  controlling 
the  election  of  its  own  members,  is  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with  every  just  conception  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  the  necessilyof  a 
plan  of  such  permanence,  as  equally  to  exclude  the 
disturbiDg  infiuence,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  the  committee  propose  to  examine  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  general-ticket  and 
district  systems  of  electing  the  Kepresentotivea  in 
Congress.  It  wiU  scarcely  be  denied,  that  a  just 
regard  for  the  relative  weight  of  each  State  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Union,  requires  that  one  or  the  other 
of  the  systems  should  prevail  in  all  the  States.  Upon 
any  question  of  national  policy,  in  relation  to  which 
the  interests  or  wishes  of  two  States  should  stand 
mutually  opposed,  it  would  be  obviously  ui\}ust  that 
the  one  should  have,  by  means  of  a  general  ticket, 
an  undivided  vote  in  this  House ;  while  the  other, 
electing  by  districts,  might  be  almost  neutralized  by 
her  divisions.  It  remains,  therefore,  only  that  we  in- 
quire which  of  the  two  systems  is  intrinsically  the  best. 

In  favor  of  the  general-ticket  system,  it  has  been 
uxged,  with  considerable  plausibility,  that,  by  extend- 
ing the  sphere  of  selection,  the  number  of  competitors, 
of  competent  qualifications,  will  be  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  that  the  influence  of  demagogues^  who 
can  only  operate  effectually  in  a  small  sphere,  will  be 
greatiy  diminished.  v 


It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  sometimes  bappeasflc 
a  particular  district  might  select  a  repreiailii^B- 
siding  out  of  its  limits*  better  qualified  AsatijnBt- 
ing  within  them ;  but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  tbs  ttai 
is  nothing  in  the  system  prQ|K>8ed,  which  will  pmB 
a  district  from  electing  any  resident  diinfiflftK 
State,  without  regard  to  the  particular  plieeof^ 
residence.  It  is  true  that  each  district  vlQ  geank 
elect  one  of  its  own  citizens,  from  obvious  coosiiak- 
tions  justifying  the  preference,  ^t  this,  so  &i  ^ 
being  an  objection,  would  tend  to  produce  i  &tSB- 
tion  of  the  talent  of  the  State,  in  every  view  desidi; 
for  it  has  been  found  that  talents,  like  erar^ 
else,  will  naturally  seek  tbe  market  which  poaia 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

That  part  dT  the  argument  under  cooaieM 
which  assumes  that  the  district  system  is  eskste 
t^  give  to  the  arts  of  demagogues  an  nndoe  sic* 
ency,  is  worthy  of  a  more  serious  consdentKB.  1: 
will  be  admitted  that  this  system  enables  the  obs^ 
uent  to  become  better  acquainted  with  his  lepna^ 
ative  than  is  practicable  under  the  other,  ^si^^ 
maintained,  then,  that^  in  proportion  as  vsisena 
the  opportimities  of  the  people  to  obtsin  s  koovUp 
of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  caafto 
we  diminish  the  chances  of  a  judicious  selertios?  ^ 
it  true,  that,  in  a  fair  competition  before  the  ff^ 
art  and  hypocrisy  will  prevail  over  talent,  vif^ 
and  independence  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  isoo^^ 
ly  believed  that  truth  will  ultimately  jaenil  is  ' 
competitions  before  the  people,  if  majnteined  vi&' 
ability  and  firmness  equal  to  that  by  ^lieh  eiv> 
supported.  This  proposition  is  the  basis  upas  ^ 
only  a  representative  democrat^  can  be  soM^ 
If  it  be  not  true,  it  then  becomes  expedient  to  ^ 
some  scheme  which  will  virtually  tske  fro*  * 
people  the  elective  power.  And  ^  ^*''?"^^ 
of  opinion  that  the  general-ticket  system  is  jno^f 
of  this  description. 

In  a  State  of  any  considerable  extent,  >iaB| 
eveiy  candidate  must,  in  the  nature  of  things  ■ 
unknown  to  the  great  body  of  tiie  people.  T]M?>* 
necesaty,  vote  by  faith,  and  not  by  knowb^;  *■ 
the  few  distuiguished  politicians  iriio  sie  k^^^*! 
concentrate  the  popular  opinion,  aoqain  i  cs^ 
over  it  littie  short  of  the  power  of  absohte  dirfsW- 
Universal  experience  teaches  us  that  fev  sta  si 
to  be  found,  of  sufficient  firmness  and  !>""?? 
reast  the  temptation  to  abuse  snch  power.  0^ 
and  factious  combinations,  stimnlated  bj  •■■ 
views  of  aggrandizement,  are  tiie  ineritstie^"^ 
quences. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this  sort  of  dif>- 
ion  will  be  quietiy  submitted  to  by  those  P'^J'J 
who  have  no  participation  in  it  A  ^'''''^fjf, 
dictatorship  ensues,  agitating  the  commimitf  w^ 
stroying  the  harmony  of  society,  by  mere  I*'**?^? 
family  feuds,  when  there  is  no  diflforeooe  of  psep 
between  the  contending  parties.  .    x^ 

Nor  would  the  evil  effecte  of  this  state  of  »^" 


the  political  oott^^'t 
I  determined  by  feelB^ 


confined  to  the  State.  As 
posing  parties  is  very  much  »«««»..»»^  -^  -^ 
mutual  antipathy,  it  woold  frequently  **P^J?, 
when  one  party  supported  the  existing  ■^'^^jJaT 
of  the  General  Government,  tiie  other  wooW  <w*J 
posed  to  it.  Under  these  circamstanees  *^.SI 
hition  produced  by  the  alternate  snooosses  and  *»■ 


of  these  rival  parties,  might  increase  or  <»»"»" 
supporters  of  the  General  (rovernmeBt,  by  bm 
number  of  the  Bepieeentatives  of  the  State  n  t^ 
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Besides  the  nmtability  which  would  he  thus  | 
ommonicated  to  the  natioiial  oouncils,  the  General 
loyenunoDt,  feeling  its  power  to  he  identified  with 
he  fate  of  a  State  party,  would  he  tempted  to  interfere 
D  the  political  straggles  of  that  State.  And  when 
re  consider  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  the 
odicioas  dLstribution  of  patronage  amongst  the  lead- 
18  in  such  contests,  we  camiot  doubt  that  the  facility 
^nd  the  means  of  such  interference  are  equal  to  the 
emptation. 

It  may  be  justly  siud  of  the  plan  of  yoting  by  a 
leneral  ticket,  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  true 
heoiy  of  a  popular  representation.  The  popular 
iranch  of  the  National  Legislature  should  exhibit  a 
sithftil  image  of  the  people.  When,  for  example,  a 
)tate  is  divided  in  its  interests  and  opimons,  when 
ome  districts  are  agricultural,  some  manufacturing, 
ud  some  commercial,  and,  if  you  will,  when  some 
m  republican  and  some  federal,  each  of  those  dis- 
ricts  of  people  should  haye  a  fair  representation  in 
)oDgress.    Because  one  interest  or  one  party  happens 

0  he  predominant  in  a  State,  it  is  no  adequate  reason 
bat  the  rest  should  be  disfranchised  and  have  no 
"oice  in  the  national  councils^  This,  indeed,  would 
lot  he  a  representation  of  the  people,  hut  of  the 
States ;  giving  to  this  House  a  fedend,  instead  of  a 
xypular  origin  and  character. 

A  litde  reflection  will  convince  us  that  this  is  not 

1  mere  nominal  distinction.  Upon  all  the  great 
nlitioal  questions,  by  which  this,  like  all  other  free 
Governments,  must  be  often  divided  into  parties^  the 
(eneral-ticket  system,  by  entirely  suppressing  the 
roice  of  the  minority,  would  cause  the  representation 
rom  each  State,  in  Congress,  to  be  unanimous^  on 
me  side  or  the  other.  Tnus  would  States  be  arrayed 
igainst  States  on  this  floor,  stimulated  by  pride, 
Mated  by  coUisiQns,  and  e8trans;ed  by  feelings  of 
ivaliy,  and  throwing  into  the  discussians  here  all 
he  violence  of  local  feelings  and  local  prejudices. 
Sy  the  inevitable  tendency  of  this  state  of  things  to 
>roduce  a  geographical  formation  of  parties,  we  need 
lot  the  prophetic  roirit  of  Washington  to  warn  us 
hat  the  harmony  of  the  Union  would  be  destroyed, 
lad  peihaps  its  existence  endangered. 

Eveiy  tiling  that  tends  to  strengthen  the  peculiar 
ind  exclnsiye  feelings  of  State  pride  and  sectional 
■ejudioe,  inevitably  weakens  the  bonds  of  the  Union. 
KTe  are,  therefore,  urged,  by  all  the  considerations 
hat  attach  us  to  this  great  palladium  of  our  security 
ind  happiness,  to  adopt  such  an  organization  as  will 
neak  those  large  masses  of  political  power,  whose 
ioUisions  can  never  fail  to  shake  our  system  to  its 
leepest  foundation.  It  ought  never  to  be  foi^tten, 
hat  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  though  subdivided 
nto  States  for  certain  essential  purposes,  are  one 
leople,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  General  Government. 
)oni  to  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  the  toils, 
ht  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  their  common  ances- 
on,  they  should  be  united,  not  less  by  tiie  ties  of 
KHumon  sympathy  and  kindred  feeling,  than«by  those 
if  common  interest  With  a  view  to  give  strength 
ind  durability  to  these  essential  bonds  of  union,  it  is 
if  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  local  minorities  in 
he  several  States,  and  various  geographical  divinons 
)f  our  extensive  country,  should  have  a  fair  and  full 
^presentation  in  Congress.  In  periods  of  deep  polit- 
eal  excitement,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  allay 
lectional  animosities,  and  subdue  the  angry  spirit  of 
^Krtion,  than  the  mediatorial  influent  of  such  repre- 
lentativea. 


The  report  oondndes  with  the  following 
olution : 

Setolved,  ^.,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  pn^xised  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  wbidi,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  thereof,  diall  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  constitu- 
tion : 

*'  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
as  Vice  Prerident,  given  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Electors,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number 
be  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  minority,  and  a 
President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  at  such  first 
meeting,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  the 
choice  of  a  Vice  President  as  are  prescribed  for  the 
choice  of  a  President ;  but  if,  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Electors,  a  President  shall  have  been  chosen,  and 
a  Vice  President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  then, 
from  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers  on 
the  list,  tne  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President ; 
a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  Senators ;  and  a  majority  of 
the  number  present,  and  voting,  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice. 

**The  Congre«  may,  by  law,' fix  the  day  for  ap- 
pointing Electors  for  President,  and  Vice  President, 
and  the  days  for  giving  their  votes  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  the  day  for  giving  their  TOtes 
the  first  time,  shall  be  not  less  thim  ten,  nor  more 
than  twenty  days  from  the  day  fixed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors. 

**  The  Legtslatore  of  each  State  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  the  places  of  holding  elections  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Electors,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of 
voting,  and  to  provide  for  the  i4)pointment  of  proper 
persons  to  conduct  such  elections,  with  authority  to 
declare,  definitively,  the  residt  thereof;  but  the  Con- 
gress may,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regnlationS| 
and  may  also  lay  off  into  dis^cts,  for  appointing 
Electors,  any  State,  the  Legislature  whereof  shall 
have  fidled  to  lay  off  the  same  as  herein  directed." 


TuBSDAT,  December  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  yirginia, 
John  Flotd,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
lus  seat. 

European  CambinationB  to  resuijugate  Ameri- 
can  StaUt  qf  Spanuh  origin, 

Mr.  Mallabt  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

JUtolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa* 
tion  as  he  may  possess,  fwhich  may  be  disclosed 
without  injury  to  the  pubhc  good,}  relative  to  the 
determination  of  any  sovereign,  or  combinations  of 
sovereigns,  to  assist  Spain  in  the  subjugation  of  her 
late  colonies  on  the  American  continent ;  and  whether 
any  Government  of  Europe  is  di^sed  or  determined 
to  oppose  any  aid  or  assLstance  which  such  sovereign, 
or  combination  of  sovereigns,  may  afford  to  Spain  for 
the  sul^gation  of  her  late  cobnies  above  mentioned. 

Impritonment  for  Debt, 

Mr.  WjBBBTSB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
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the  Benate  supplementary  to  the  act  '*  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  reported 
the  same,  with  an  amendment,  changing  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Websteb  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  proposed 
this  amendment.    The  act  of  1800,  he  said, 

Srovided  that  the  oath,  in  the  case  or  insolvent 
ebtors,  should  be  administered  by  the  district 
Judge;  but,  if  he  resides  more  than  twenty 
miles  from  the  place  of  imprisonment,  then  the 
oath  may  be  aaministerea  by  a  conunissioner, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  district  judge.  The  bill 
from  the  Senate  proposes  to  provide,  further, 
that,  where  a  citation  has  been  issued,  in  case 
of  absence  or  inability  of  the  judge,  &c.,  the  oath 
may  be  administered  by  a  commissioner,  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1800.  The  committee  of  this  House,  on  ex- 
amining the  subject,  thought  it  better  to  pro- 
vide that  in  all  cases  the  required  oath  may  be 
administered  by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  district  judge  of  the  district  in  which  he 
resides,  or  by  any  conunissioner  appointed  by 
either  of  them.  In  the  shape  in  which  the  biU 
came  from  the  Senate,  it  would  not  afford  a 
remedy,  it  was  beUeved,  in  the  very  case  which 
gave  rise  to  it. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee ;  and,  thus  amended, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Light'houMi^  Beacons,  <ie.^  on  Bahama  Islands. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  respecting  light-houses 
and  beacons,  on  the  Bahama  Banks  and  coast 
of  Florida,  aDd  requesting  that  the  President 
may  negotiate  for  the  cession  of  so  much  land 
on  Abaco  as  is  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-honse,  were  taken  up. 

In  supporting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Livinobton 
observed,  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  that 
he  was  well  aware  that  measures  had  already 
been  taken  by  Government,  preparatory  to  the 
erection  of  light-houses  on  two  of  the  points 
referred  to,  viz :  on  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at 
or  near  Cape  Florida.  But,  although  the 
necessary  surveys  were  nearly  completed,  much 
time  must  unavoidably  elapse  before  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  could  be  laid  before  the 
department  to  which  they  appertained;  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  sufficient  information  might 
be  laid  before  Congress  to  aathorize  them  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  so  tliat  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  could  advertise,  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, for  contracts  for  erecting  the  several  works 
contemplated  in  the  resolutions.  Those  works, 
Mr.  L.  said,  were  of  pressing  necessity.  The 
navigation  of  the  seas,  over  and  within  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bahama  Banks,  was  exposed  to 
very  great  danger,  and  had  already  suffered 
much  from  shipwrecks.  Not  to  mention  the 
losses  which  had  thus  occurred  to  vessels  in 
the  raorchant  service,  the  United  States  had 
suffered,  in  wrecks  of  her  public  armed  vessels 


in  those  seaa,  more  than  would  have  snffioeiB 
cover  the  expense  of  the  entire  system  dwm 
ures  proposed  in  these  resolutioD& 

The  second  resolution  he  oonodv^d  to  k 
necessary  for  making  the  navigation  of  6i 
Bahama  channel,  both  ways,  secoreL  S;^ 
were  continually  passing  over  the  Bakm 
Banks,  where  the  water  was  shallow,  and  li 
neighboring  land  very  low;  in  conseqcfasitf 
which,  they  were  imminently  exposed  to  if 
wreck.  The  wrecks  on  Abaco  alone  wcnIiiK 
said,  amount  to  an  immense  sum.  A  Ijfis- 
house  on  that  island,  at  or  near  the  site  i^  di 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  would  greatly,  if  noteolii^ 
remove  the  danger  which  now  existed,  m 
render  navigation  safe.  But^  for  the  endia 
of  such  light-house,  previous  negotaation  vnii 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  gronri  a 
which  to  build  it.  Of  the  success  of  sodi* 
gotiation,  there  could  be  no  doubt  TbeBii^ 
Government  had  no  interest  hostOe  to  ssii 
measure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were » 
tercRted  in  its  &vor,  for  the  same  reasoo  tu 
ourselves,  although  not  to  the  same  ext^ 
Besides  the  spots  on  which  light-hooses  m 
erected,  there  were  others  which  ought  to  6t 
designated  by  buoys. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said,  vis* 
tended  to  obtain  information  in  rasped  to  i 
class  of  islets,  concerning  the  tree  jiuis£etiB 
of  which,  he  confessed  hmiself  to  be  ignona^; 
he  meant  those  small  rocky  islands  iFladm^ 
separated  from  the  Bahama  Bank  bjdeepel» 
nels,  and  therefore  might  possibly  be  coffiidew 
as  not  included  in  the  British  jurisdicwj 
which  confessedly  extends  over  the  bank  itsai 
If,  on  investigation,  it  should  appear  ^^ 
islets  do  belong  to  Great  Britain,  then  va 
would  be  included  in  the  range  of  the  swai 
resolution,  which  relates  to  the  oesaona  » 
requisite  territory  for  lighl^-houaes  andbewMJ 
But  i^  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  tscertao* 
that  they  are  not  British  territoiy,  then  a  qnj 
tion  would  arise,  whether  they  were  ^'^ 
to  become  ours  by  right  of  oocnpan(?y.  ^^J 
would  afford  temptations  to  occupancy  w" 
other  purpose  than  that  proposed  J^  ^*^ 
lution.  They  contain,  in  general,  no  sou,  wtS 
little  more  than  bare  rocks  washed  ^J.*^**?! 
yet  are  of  such  fonnation  as  to  admit  or  w" 
placing  of  buoys  and  beacons  npon  tbeni  *» 
the  warning  and  direction  of  the  ^*^*^^-. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  real 
tions  of  Mr.  LrvufoaroN,  and  they  v «*  <^ 
to,  without  opposition. 

FsiDAY,  December  26. 
South  American  Cotmet* 
The   resolution    yesterday  offered  oj 
Mallart,  calling  on  the  President  f^^'^Jj^ 
formation  he  may  possess  (and  which niV- 
disclosed  without  injury  to  the  poW'^J^ 
relative  to  the  determination  of  ^IfJ^ 
or  sovereigns  to  aid  Spain  in  ^^^P^^ 
American  Colonies ;  and  the  di^tioa « "^ 
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other  European  Govemment  to  oppose  it,  was 
taken  up. 

In  support  of  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mat.t.ahy 
rose  and  observed,  that  it  would  he  recollected, 
by  every  gentleman  present,  that  the  message 
received  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  was  of 
an  extraordinary  and  strongly  marked  character. 
Its  introduction  prepared  the  House  for  subjects 
of  peat  importMice ;  nay,  the  President  went 
60  &r  as  to  say  that  ^' there  never  was  a  period, 
since  the  Revolution,  when,  regarding  the  con- 
ation of  the  civilized  world  and  its  bearing  on 
us,  there  was  greater  necessity  for  devotion  in 
the  public  servants  to  their  respective  duties, 
or  for  virtue^atriotism,  and  union,  in  our  con- 
stituents.^^   When  we  come  to  examine  the 
body  of  the  message,  said  he,  we  discover  noth- 
ing to  which  this  language  can  apply,  except 
the  situation  of  the  great  European  powers, 
and  the  bearing  which  that  situation  may  have 
upon  this  country.    Those  powers  had  united 
theiir  efforts  against  the  cause  of  freedom  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  successfully 
put  down  every  struggle  to  maintain  it.   It  was 
possible  they  might  extend  their  plans  across 
the  AUantic,  and  that  their  attention  would 
next  be  directed  to  the  Republics  of  South 
America.    Such  appeared  to  be  the  impression 
of  l^e  President;   and  if  such  were  actually 
the  state  of  things,  the  United  States  must 
probablj  become  deeply  involved  in  the  event 
of  such  a  contest.    It  was  impossible  we  could 
be  indifferent  to  the  attempts  of  despotic  power 
to  crush  the  cause  of  freed.om  in  our  own  nemi- 
sphere.     That  some  plans  of  this  sort  were  in 
a^tati<^  was  plain,  from  the  tenor  of  the  mes- 
sage.    The  President  would  not  have  warned 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  that  all  their  firm- 
ness would  be  called  for,  if  there  were  not 
something  of  serious  moment  in  the  political 
horizon,  not  seen  by  alL    And  as,  in  this  pub- 
lic doooment,  the  Ohief  Magistrate  had  thought 
proper  to  go  so  far,  it  was  certainly  proper  in 
the  House  to  meet  his  communication  by  re- 
questing such  information,  on  the  subject  to 
whioh  he  had  alluded,  as  he  might  deem  it  con- 
ristent  with  the  public  welfare  to  disclose.    It 
was  proper  and  desirable  that  we  should  know 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  dangers  to  which  we 
ire  exposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
ion,  and  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Olaim  of  Betmmarchms. 

Mr-  TtTOKKB,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  call  the 
tttention  of  the  House  to  a  message  from  the 
iVesident  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
ransmitted  at  the  first  session  of  the  Seven- 
eenth  Congress,  exhibiting  the  correspondence 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Govemment,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Beaumar- 
hais.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
[oase  by  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  that 
laim,  this  not  being  the  proper  stage  of  busi- 
ess  in  vrhich  to  speak  of  them.    H&  object  in 


rising  was  to  move  the  reference  of  this  cor- 
respondence to  a  select  committee.  He  should 
have  moved  the  reference  of  it  to  the  Conunittee 
of  Claims,  but  that  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee had  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  take 
cognizance  of  it.  It  was  hi^h  time,  Mr.  T.  said, 
that  this  claim,  which  had  been  standing  now 
for  thirty  odd  years^  whatever  be  its  merits  or 
its  fate,  should  be  finally  and  conclusively  dis- 
posed of. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  correspondence  to  a 
select  committee  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division;  and  Mr.  Tuokeb  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
LivroosTON,  Mr.  Buck,  "Mr.  Tyson,  and  Mr. 
RiVBS,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

I^aoal  FeMuma, 

The  bill  to  continue  for  ^ye  years  longer  the 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy, 
who  have  died  in  service,  passed  through  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and 
the  question  being  about  to  be  stated  on  order- 
ing it  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  OoBB  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
bill  should  pass  without  some  reason  being 
given  why  it  ought  to  pass.  Our  system  of 
pensions,  he  thought,  had  been  too  far  ex- 
tended. All  the  efforts  on  the  subject  seemed 
to  be  to  ascertain  how  far  it  could  be  extended, 
instead  of  how  far  it  could  be  reduced  and 
narrowed  down.  These  pensions  were  at  first 
allowed  for  five  years — afterwards,  for  five 
years  more;  and  now  it  was  asked  of  the 
House  to  extend  them  for  another  five  years. 
To  ascertain  whether  the  House  was  disposed 
to  go  on,  without  reason,  in  extending  these 
pensions,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cbownikshield  said  that  the  general 
reason  why  the  bill  should  pass  is,  first,  tiiat 
those  pensions  are  not  paid  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
the  money  comes  from  the  captures  made  by 
these  very  officers  and  seamen,  and  is  by  law 
reserved  for  the  special  purpose  to  which  it  is 
by  this  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  it.  That 
f^d,  Mr.  0.  said,  is  adequate  to  pay  all  the 
pensions  that  can  be  charged  upon  it.  There 
IS  now  a  surplus  of  that  frmd  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
If  this  money,  the  proceeds  in  part  of  captures, 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  officers  and  seamen  to 
constitute  a  fund  for  pensions,  he  did  not  see 
why  those  pensions  should  be  withheld  from 
them.  The  frind  is  their  property,  and  not  that* 
of  the  nation,  and  why  shidl  they  not  have  the 
benefit  of  it  ?  So  far  as  depends  on  me,  said 
Mr.  0.,  I  would  not  deid  it  out  to  them  in  this 
manner — I  would  declare  the  pensions  at  once 
for  life,  and  not  stint  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan of  their  allowanoe. 

Mr.  LrvEBMOBE  observed,  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that, 
if  it  was  impossible  that  the  number  of  claim- 
ants to  the  benefits  of  this  fund  could  ever  in- 
crease, the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  would 
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be  entirely  condusive ;  but  their  number  may, 
and,  in  case  of  a  war,  certainly  will,  increase 
very  greatly.  He,  therefore,  tliought  it  most 
advisable  to  let  the  fund  accmnrdate.  Are 
gentlemen  afraid,  asked  Mr.  L.,  of  having 
money  on  hand  for  any  purpose,  or  in  any 
shape  ?  He  was,  with  his  present  impressions, 
against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cambbblsno,  in  replying  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  took  occasion  to 
notice  the  origin  and  character  of  this  fund. 
In  1800,  Congress,  varying  from  the  British 
rule  of  granting  the  whole  of  the  prize  money 
to  the  captors,  appropriated  one-naif  of  the 
proceeds  of  all  prizes  of  inferior  force  to  create 
a  Navy  Pension  Fund  for  the  support  of  in- 
valids. During  our  late  war,  after  the  fall  of 
some  of  our  most  gallant  officers  and  seamen,  a 
question  arose,  whether,  in  strict  justice,  their 
widows  and  orphans  should  not  be  provided 
for  out  of  that  fund  which  a  share  of  their 
prize  money  had  contributed  to  create.  Con- 
gress, by  the  acts  of  1818-U4,  granted  pensions 
to  them,  and  the  pension  roU  now  embraces 
invalids,  widows,  and  orphans. 

He  was  unwilling,  at  all  times,  to  appeal  to 
the  passions  of  the  House,  but  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  very  character  of  this  bill  calcu- 
lated to  rouse  iLe  patriotism  and  excite  the 
sympathy  of  every  American.  We  were  now 
renewing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  our  gallant  mariners.  Of  the  veteran  Bar- 
ney, whose  valor  is  recorded  in  the  histories  of 
two  wars— of  Lawrence,  whom  fate  selected  as 
a  victim  to  soothe  for  a  moment — but  for  a 
moment — the  wounded  pride  of  an  enemy  over 
whom  he  had  previously  triumphed — who  died 
as  he  had  lived,  bravely  fighting  for  his  coun- 
try. Of  Blakeley  and  his  gallant  crew.  In  the 
career  of  Blakeley  there  was  something  pe- 
culiarly splendid — ^in  his  brief  story,  something 
sublime.  His  ambition  was  of  an  elevated  cast ; 
it  disdained  the  pursuit  of  helpless  enemies. 
He  at  once  crowded  his  canvas  for  the  British 
coast — ^he  eagerly  sought  dangerous  war  amidst 
fleets  of  armed  enemies.  He  found  it  and  tri- 
umphed. Scarce  had  we  ceased  our  rejoicing 
for  this  victory,  when  we  heard  of  him  agam 
literally  surrounded  by  enemies — sinking  one — 
engaging  a  second,  and  retiring  only  on  the 
approach  of  a  thirdl  Unhurt,  though  exposed, 
in  this  unequal  combat,  he  gallantly  steered 
his  course  to  southern  latitudes.  But  here  the 
historian  of  human  affairs  drops  his  pencil — 
linother  more  worthy  to  note  the  deeds  of  gal- 
lant men,  seizes  it  as  it  falls — ^the  recording 
angel  registers  their  fate — ^where  the  fate  of 
brave  men  should  be — ^in  Heaven  I 

It  is  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these 
gallant  men  we  are  now  providing.  The  only 
objection  to  the  bill  he  conceived  to  be  the 
limitation  to  five  years.  That  ought  to  be 
struck  out~>-the  fund  was  ample,  and  would 
undoubtedly  remain  so.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  pass  the  bill  promptly  and  unanimously. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  that  the  explanation  gpiven 


by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  waso^ 
satisfactory.  He  was  happy  to  undcisUid^ 
nature  and  flourishing  sitoation  of  tk  W 
and,  since  it  was  in  so  prosperous  a  gtii,k 
hoped  that  Congress  would  not  be  called  c> 
grant  out  of  the  public  treasury  any  man  p 
sions  to  the  wives  or  children  of  jiayj  (^ 
He  hoped  that  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Penj.ii 
others,  whose  names  had  been  nuadaHi 
would  be  provided  for  out  of  this  fmd,  i^ 
was  so  abundantly  able  to  supply  wbiKveri 
was  deemed  proper  to  allow.  And  viti  tw 
remarks  he  withdrew  the  oppodtiaD  be  U 
made  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  LivEBMOBS  rose  merely  to  stj  tU  ti 
was  fully  satisfied  with  the  explanatka  p^ 
and  would  now  cordially  vote  in  fetwia 
bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engn^ 
for  a  third  reading. 


MoKDAT,  December  29. 

Roads  and  CanaU  in  the  TerrUory  ^ 
Miehigan, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bichabims,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boi&  it 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  t^^ 
pediency  of  opening  a  road  between  )^ 
Clemens,  in  the  County  of  Macomb,  and  N 
tonville,  near  the  mouth  of  Pine  RiTer,iB^ 
County  of  St.  Clair,  in  the  territoiy  of  )&^ 
gan. 

[The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  ? 
the  mover,  is  to  open  a  road  into  the  P^ 
lands,  that  they  may  be  the  soono'  soB  » 
settled.] 

Costs  in  Suits  hy  Patentees. 

The  bill  concerning  costs  in  certain  cssc^** 
then  taken  up  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  provides,  "  That  in  suits  caminsj 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  ails  b| 
passage  of  this  act,  to  recover  damage  ftrV 
violation  of  any  right  arising  under  yj 
patent,  lawfully  issued,  for  any  new  and  ai* 
invention,  discovery,  or  improvemait  «"* 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintfti 
all  cases,  where  the  sum  recoyerea  by  M"* 
them  shall  not  be  less  than  <me  hundred  dr 
lars." 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  explained  the  w«soii  rfftj 
commiUfse  for  reporting  this  bilL    The  p^ 
law  forbids  all  recovery  of  costs  in  the  ft«J 
of  the  United  States,  where  the «nioiiBt «» 
judgment  is  less  than  ^lyq  hundred  d^ 
This  minimum,  as  applicable  to  cases  geoasiF 
Mr.  W.  said,  was  perhaps  too  high,  bnt,  ^ 
lated  to  cases  of  recovery  of  damages  for  «* 
tion  of  patent  rights,  it  was  ropposw^ 
were  particularly  strong  reasons  why  it  s^ 
be  reduced.    Suits  of  that  description  «*f 
stitoted  not  so  much  to  recover  grea^daag 
as  to  estabUsh  the  riffht  of  the  n>v«ntflj*  tL 
right  may  be  a  very  important  one,  and  7«  ^ 
violation  of  it  in  particular  instances  naV* 
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involve  heavy  damages.  In  ordinary  cases,  the 
right  of  suing  in  the  Oonrts  of  the  United  States 
has  heen  regarded  as  a  privilege,  persons  pos- 
sessing it  having  the  option  to  avail  themselves 
of  it  or  to  resort  to  the  State  conrts,  &o.  But, 
with  respect  to  patent  rights,  as  that  subject 
is  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  the  General 
Government,  the  whole  right  being  created  by 
tiie  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  injured  person 
being  obliged  to  su^  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States  or  nowhere,  it  seemed  right  to  enlarge 
tiie  law  so  far  as  to  allow  costs  to  the  plaintiff 
in  all  cases  arising  under  the  law  of  patents, 
'  where  the  damages  awarded  should  amount  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  For  that  purpose  this  bill 
had  been  reported. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  minimum  should  be  re- 
duced to  thirty  dollars.  Very  useful  patents 
oftttL  applied  to  articles  of  comparatively  small 
value,  where  an  infringement  in  any  single  case 
would  not  entitle  the  patentee  to  damages 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars.  It  was  in- 
cumbent on  Congress  to  provide  for  these  cases, 
and  as  Government  charged  the  patentee  thirty 
dollars  for  his  patent,  there  was  a  propriety  in 
fixing  upon  that  sum  as  the  limit  of  damages 
on  which  he  might  obtain  costs. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  not  objecting,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
bills,  and  they  were  both  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


TiTESDAT,  December  80. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky, 
Thomas  Mbtoalfb,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Trade  toith  the  Indiam, 
Mr.  BioH  offered  the  following : 

Betoiifedy  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfBsdn  be 
ioatracted  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  ezpe- 
diency  c^  adopting  measures  which  shall  moie  effect- 
ually restrain  either  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
fiRreignera  from  hunting  or  trapping  on  lands  to  which 
the  T"^^**"  title  has  not  been  extinguished,  and  ez- 
elude  foreignen  firom  a  participation  in  the  Indian 


Mr.  Rich,  in  introducing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  that  he  conceived  it  due  to  the  House  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
oflbr  it  for  adoption,  and  to  hope  that  the  in- 
quiry it  proposed  would  prove  successful.  Dur- 
ing; the  last  season,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  there 
had  occurred  on  our  Western  borders,  a  killing 
and  wounding  of  traders,  and  a  slaughtering  of 
Indians,  which  was  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
attack  made  by  the  Indians  is  said  to  have  been 
nnproToked ;  it  may  have  been  so ;  he  hoped, 
for  the  honor  of  our  country,  that  such  would 
fcnm  oat  to  have  been  the  fact.  He  did  not 
sntertaiA  a  doubt,  that  aU  that  could,  under  the 
axistin^  laws,  be  done  to  prevent  so  unhappy 
m  oocorrence,  had  been  done  by  the  Executive. 


He  believed,  however,  it  would,  on  investiga- 
tion, be  found,  that  the  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  rights  of  our  red  brethren  infringed. 
In  support  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  R.  asked  leave 
to  read  certain  parts  of  the  correspondence 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  House  on  this 
subject — [He  here  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Pilcher 
to  Major  OTallon,  cop[imunicating  a  letter  from 
Mr.  (Gordon,  which  gave  an  account  of  tiie 
arrangements  for  hunting  made  by  the  party.] 
This  unhappy  fracas  had  arisen,  it  seemed,  while 
our  traders  were  marching,  trapping,  and  coun- 
ter-marching. [Here  Mr.  E.  quoted  the  letter 
from  General  Atkinson  to  General  Gaines,  en- 
closing another  from  General  Ashley  to  Migor 
O'FaUon.]  The  object  of  this  expedition,  Mr. 
R.  went  on  to  say,  was  to  procure  and  carry 
away  that  game  to  which  the  Indian  tribes  had 
as  just  a  right  as  any  of  us  have  to  the  property 
we  hold.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  tiie  reso* 
lution  which  refers  to  the  exclusion  of  foreigners 
from  this  trade,  unless  we  could  effect  tiiis,  he 
was'persuaded  we  need  look  for  nothing  but  a 
contmual  recurrence  of  events  of  the  same  kind 
as  had  occurred — a  constant  waste  of  human 
life.  If  more  efficient  means  to  preserve  pacific 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  could  not  be 
devised,  or  were  impracticable,  then  we  had 
bettor  withdraw,  at  once,  our  troops  from  the 
Indian  country  altogether. 

Mr.  y ANOB  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
strikinff  out  the  last  clause,  (to  exclude  foreigners 
from  we  Indian  trade,)  out  afterwards  with- 
drew the  amendment,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Rich. 


Wednbsdat,  December  81. 

Another  member,  viz.,  from  Pennsylvania 
Daniel  H.  Milleb,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Miami  PurchoM. 
Mr.  Gazlat  submitted  the  following : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablio 
Lands  be  instnictcd  to  inqnire  into  the  title  and  right 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  one  township  of  land 
reserved  for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the  laws 
passed  in  1792  and  1808  relating  thereto.* 

Mr.  Gazlay,  in  introducing  this  resolution  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  stat^  that,  in  the  year 
1787,  John  0.  Symmes  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  one  million  of 
acres  of  land,  commonly  designated  as  ^*  the 
Miami  Purchase."  In  1792,  not  being  able  to 
pay  for  the  whole  of  this  tract,  he  petitioned 
that  the  extent  of  his  contract  might  be  cur- 
tailed to  300,000  acres — certain  reservations 
made  in  the  first  contract,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  education,  being  continued  un- 
changed. The  patent  which  issued  under  this 
last  form  of  the  contract,  reserved  one  entire 
township,  as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  tract 
as  might  be,  for  this  use.  In  1803,  Oongress 
passed  another  act  on  the  subject,  allowing  the 
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reservation  of  any  one  complete  township,  and 
in  case  of  non-compliance,  compelling  an  execu- 
tion of  the  trust,  miless  the  payment  of  $15,860 
would  release  the  obligation.  By  this  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  the  time.  Congress  viewed  it- 
self as  holding  the  fee  of  this  land«  In  conse- 
quence, there  was  a  charge  to  that  amount 
standing  against  J.  0.  Symmes,  on  the  public 
books,  since  the  year  1792.  It  was  on  these 
facts  that  he  offered  the  resolution.  During  a 
period  in  which  we  were  gathering  by  baskets- 
nil,  Mr.  G.  said,  an  amount  like  this  might  be 
overlooked,  but  now,  it  was  necessary  to  gather 
up  the  crumbs  of  the  Treasury. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Condition^  <fec.,  of  Greece. 

The  following  message  from  the  Prkbident 
OF  THB  Unitsd  &TA.TE8  was  read : 

To  lAa  Houae  of  RefntMerdaHvea  cfthb  United  StaUt: 

I  trantmit  to  the  Honse  of  Repreaentativet,  a  re- 
port from  Uie  Secretaiy  of  State,  with  aocompanylDg 
docaineiita,  containing  the  information  requested  by 
the  reaolnlion  of  the  House,  of  the  19th  instant,  relat- 
ing to  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the 
CSreeka  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washingtoh,  Dee.  81,  1828. 

DKPABnfEHT  OF  SfTATK, 

WathingUm,  I>ec,  81,  1828. 

The  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  House 
any  information  he  may  have  received,  and  which  he 
may  not  deem  it  improper  to  communicate,  relating 
to  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks, 
has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  papers 
in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
infoimation  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  QUmCY  ADAMS. 


Friday,  January  2,  1824. 

JSoadfrom  Memphis  to  Little  Boeh,  in  the  Ter^ 
ritory  qf  Arkansas, 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  in  supporting  the  expediency 
of  the  bill,  stated  that  a  memorial  on  the  same 
subject  had  last  session  been  received  from  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boads  and  Canals,  and  a  favor- 
able report  made,  but  not  acted  on.  The  com- 
mittee now  believed  such  a  road  to  be  neces- 
sary, and  highly  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
that  Territory ;  but  too  expensive  ror  its  present 
population  and  means.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uniting  the  two  great  bodies  of  settlers, 
the  seat  of  government  being  at  one  end  of  the 
road,  and  the  settlements  on  the  Mississippi  at 
the  other  end.  The  actual  distance  was  but 
150  miles;  but  the  present  circuitous  road  ran 
three  times  that  length.  The  contemplated 
road  would  be  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  well 
as  to  the  Territory,  by  affording  traniq[>ortation 


for  public  property,  and  by  opemng  to  fl|M&r 
settlement  the  military  lands  in  Axlaum,  i 
was  important  in  another  view.  The  wiii 
population  of  that  Territory  was  but  alM 
16,000 ;  and  on  its  borders  were  netriy^OA 
Indians.  It  was  evident  how  requisito  it  woi 
be,  in  case  hostilities  should  arise,  to  hire  ■ 
easier  and  more  direct  mode  of  oommmiialia 
than  now  existed.  Many  simihir  biDs  )d 
passed  the  House,  but  none  ai  tiiera  wm 
proper,  from  all  the  circumstances,  thmtlik 
The  bill,  having  been  read  by  sectioDs^nii- 
ported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  tsi 
third  reading — ayes  79,  noes  68. 

Agent  to  Oreeeej  de, 

Mr.  Sloank,  from  the  Committee  of  Ekctei 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday,  dl^ 
we  report  of  that  oonmiittee  on  the  soljecti 
the  contested  election  of  Mr,  Wilson,  amoibB 
from  New  York. 

The  Spkaksb  reminded  the  honorsble  ■• 
her  that  notice  had  been  given  for  the  diseoBH 
of  another  subject,  on  Monday:  aUadinftolfc 
Webstsb's  resolution  for  sending  an  sps^^ 
Greece. 

Mr.  PoniBBTT  said,  that  the  Speaker  hi» 
ferred  to  a  subject,  in  regard  to  wlud^ 
wished  to  make  a  suggestion,  for  wla^^ 
would  use  the  present  occasion.  Il^e  outiA 
by  his  friend  nrom  Massachusetts,  reqw^ 
Greece,  stood  under  notice  for  Monday  b^ 
That  (question,  he  thought,  would  gi^^ii^ 
the  discussion  of  other  subjects  c^'i'^ 
with  our  foreign  relations.  It  would  be  iw 
lected  that,  after  notice  was  given  for  the^ 
cussion  of  that  subject  on  Monday  next,  sctDt* 
information,  on  another  most  interestingn^ 
had  been  made,  on  the  motion  of  an  lt<^>^ 
member  frx)m  Vermont,  (Mr.  Mailakt,)  w 
had  not  yet  been  answered.  The  Kn^ofW 
it  was  understood,  had  dedared  his  detenBM* 
tion  to  reclaim  his  former  possessioiismiJB^ 
ca  by  force.  It  had  been  confidently  mom 
that  the  oonfederated  monarchsof  Eon^.*^ 
about  to  take  some  measures  in  aid  <rf  i^^ 
termination  of  the  king  of  Spain.  ^^^'*, 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  l^Wj  *' 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  gBlgec*«y 
agency  to  Greece,  that  would  be  a  oonTflW" 
occasion  to  bring  forward  this  othff  sslP^ 
They  were  somewhat  connected,  sod  (^ 
would  doubtless  be  a  discussioii  or  ^**^  a? 
the  House  would  not  be  fully  prepared  ftr» 
discussion,  till  the  reply  shoula  comeinijj 
to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  i^^?? 
gentleman  from  Vermont.  He  wished,  s^ 
fore,  that  his  friend  from  MasBachnsetts^J 
consent  to  omit  the  calling  up  of  hisn** 
on  Monday.  ^^^ 

Mr.  Wbbstkb  said,  he  felt  solidtow-P^ 
too  solicitous — to  bring  on  his  motion  »^ 
as  convenient,  especially  as  some  ''"^'^^Li 
tion,  as  he  thought,  of  its  nature  and  teaj^ 
had  gone  abroad.  He  was  fully  per«o*W  ^ 
the  course  indicated  by  that  motiaa  **  r 
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cisely  that  which  he  thought  the  Government 
ooght  to  adc^t;  that  nothing  less  than  that 
^ould  satisfjr  the  pnhlio  feeling  or  the  public  ex- 
peetation,  and  that  the  sooner  it  was  done  the 
Detter.  He  thought  the  information  communi- 
cated this  morning  was  of  a  character  to 
strengthen  the  conviction,  where  it  existed,  and 
to  create  it  where  it  did  not  Nevertheless,  he 
was  unwilling  to  bring  on  the  motion,  while  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  thought  there  would 
'be  a  convenience  resulting  from  delay.  He 
'would,  therefore,  not  call  up  the  subject  on 
Monday.  And,  as  it  was  probable  there  would 
soon  be  an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  he  would,  after  the  re- 
oeipt  of  that  communication,  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  again  to  the  subject. 

Beport  an  the  IHnanesi, 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
liis  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States ;  which  letter  and  report 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  six  tibou- 
Band  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  letter  and  report  are  as  follows :  I 

Treascrt  DsPABTVBnT,  Dee,  81,  1828. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  "  Act  sopplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treanuy  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  sir,  yonr 
obedient  aervant, 

WM:  H.  CRAWFORD. 


Report  <m  tke  IhumceM, 


[H.  or  R. 


11,967,996  24 


Treasuiv  on  the  1st  of  Jisniiaiy, 

1822,  of 1,681,692  24 

An  aggregate  of  -        -        -        -  |21,9 14,020  18 
The  expenditures  during  the  year 

1822,  amounted  to        -        -        -  17,676,692  68 
Vix: 

Civil,     diplomatic, 
and  miscellaneous 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortificaf  s 
ordnance,  Indian 
department,  revo- 
lutionary, and  mi- 
litary pensions, 
amung  tiie  mili- 
tia, and  aneara- 
ges  prior  to  the 
1st  of  Jannarv, 
1817    -    -    -    . 

Naval  senrice,  inclu- 
ding the  gradual 
increase    of    the 

i>w^^"k* 2.224,468  98 

Pubhodebt-    -    .        7,848,949  12 
Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasozy, 

on  the  Ist  of  Januaiy,  1823,  of     -  4,287,427  56 
The  actual  receipts  into  the  Tteasa- 

xy  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 

the   year  1828,    are  esthnated  to 

have  amounted  to    |16, 174,086  26 
Vix : 


6,686,188  29 


jlh  ike  honorable  the  Spkakbh 

Hftke  Moiue  of  Bq^reeeiUatwes, 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  «  Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasuxy  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuxy  nspectfuRy  sub- 
miti  the  following  report : 

1. — Of  the  PtMie  Revemie  and  EajfendUunt   of  the 
feare  1822  and  1828. 
The  net  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1822,  amounted 
^ $20,600,775  91 


The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasuxy 

doring  the  year  1822,  amounted  to  $20,282,427  94 
Viz:  'I 

CoitOTM  -    -    -    -  $17,689,761  94 
Public  lands^  ezoln- 

sive  of  Mississippi 

stock   -    -    .1    . 
Dividends  on  stock 

in  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States     - 
Arrears  of  internal 

dnties  and  direct 

tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts,    and 

repayments  under 

■ct    of  May    1, 

1820   -    -    -    I 


Customs 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -    -    .    . 

Dividends  on  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States     - 

Arrears  of  internal 
dnties  and  diiect 
tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts  -    - 

Repayment  of  ad- 
vances made  in 
the  War  Depart- 
xnent,  for  serrices 
ix  rapidies,  prior 
to  1st  July,  1816 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  Trea- 
raiy,  durixig  the 
Anuih  quarter, 
are  estixnated.  at 


-    -    -    $16,019,892  74 


667,506,  78 


860,00000 


102,726  16 


44^410  64 


4,270,000  00 


1,808,681  64 


297,600  00 


M^dng  the  total  estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasuxy  during  the  yesr 


1828 


$20,444,086  26 


541,684  46 


Makiiig,  with  the  balan 
Vol.  VII^-89 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trec^ 

•nry,  on  the  1st  Jaaoaiy,  1828, 

formmg  an  aggregate  of      -        -$24,681,462  81 
liie    expenditures 

dnring  the  three 

first  quarters  of 

the   year    1828, 

are  estimated  to 

have  amounted  to    $11,422,847  80 
Viz: 

Civily    dipknnatio^ 
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and    miaoeUaoe- 

008  -        -        -      $1,510,736 14 

Mllitaiy  service,  in- 
chiding  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, rovolntioii- 
ary  and  militaiy 
pensions,  anninff 
the  militia,  ana 
airearages  prior 
to  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
naiT,  1817  -    -        4,888,716  62 

Naval  service,  in- 
chiding  the  grad- 
ual inarease  of  the 
navy       ...        1,776,98987 

Public  debt     -    -        8,761,40717 

The    expenditores 
dniing  the  fourth 
qnarter,  are  es- 
timated at   -    -        8^894,669  74 
\\z: 

Civil,  diplomatic, 
and  miscellane- 
ons     -    -    -    -  489,70411 

Militaxj  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, revolution- 
ary and  militaiy 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  Ist  Jao- 
naiy,  1817    -    -  899,449  98 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  navy    ...         726,77646 

PnbUodobt      .    -        1,778,629  24 
Mailing  the  total  estimated  ezpen. 

ditnre  of  the  year  1828     ...    -$16,817,40704 

And  leaving  in  the  Treasoiy  on 
the  1st  Januaiy,  1824,  an  estimated 
balance  of $9,864,066  77 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of 
appropriations,  amounting  to  $2,897,086  47,  which 
are  necessary  to  efieot  the  objects  for  which  they  wer& 
severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mates for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of 
$6,466,969  80  remains;  which,  with  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1824  constitutes 
the  means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of  that 
year. 

2.— Q/"  the  Public  Debt. 

Hie  funded  debt,  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October,  1822,  amounted  to  -       -  $17,189,852  60 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequently to  the  Ist  of  Januaiy,  1812, 
and  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  amounted  to-       -        -    76,852,848  68 


debt^  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822  -      ...        -$98,042,iDi  I 
In  the  fourth  quarter  of  diat  year, 

there  was  paid  the  sum  of        .        .    2,265^Q9 
Vii: 
Reimbursement  of 

six  per  ct*  defened 

stock     ....  265,678,82 

Redemption  of  six 

per  cent,  stock,  of 

1820      ....        2,000,00000 
Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 

1st  of  Jannaiy,  1828,  to      ...    .90,777,0^91 

From  that  day  to  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber  last,  there  was  added    to  the 

debt— 
In  three  per  cent. 

stock      -    -    .    .  $132  89 

Treasory  note  six 

per  cent  stock  -    -  1,561  87 

Treas'y  note  seven 

per  cent,  stock  -    -  185  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of      .        -  |90,i78,S57^ 
During  the  same  period,  diere  was 
paid,  in  reimbursement  of  the  defeired 
six  per  cent,  stock       ....       327,0S^ 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1828,  to     -    .    -    -$90,i51,8M» 

Since  that  day  there  has  been  add- 
ed in  Treasury  note  six  per  cent  stod:,  7163 

Making  an  aggregate  of       -        -$90,452,5519 
It  is  estmiated  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  deferred  stock,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present   year,   vrill 
amount  to      -        -  .     -  -     1274^5889 

Which  will  reduce  ti^ie  funded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Januaiy, 
1824,  to |90,177,9fly 


The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing on  the  1st  of  October,  1828, 
is  estimated  at       ...        - 


ise.iaff 

121258  S 


And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORtt 
Tbbasubt  DKPARTHB&rr,  Dta,  ^\  ^^ 


. 


Making  the  total  amount  of  Amded 


Boadt  in  ike  Territory  ofFMdA. 
The  bill  was  taken  up  in  Committee  (rf  *• 
Whole. 
The  first  section  haying  been  read'       , 
Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  the  TenW" 
Florida,  advocated  the  measure  proP^.h 
the  bill,  as  one  imperiously  demauded  jj^ 
exigencies  and  pecoliar  dpoumstances ofw* 
country,  and  eminently  calculated  U>  w*^ 
its  settlement  and  prosperity.    The  Vff^ 
of  what  was  lately  the  Floridas,  b«  ««^  'J^ 
the  two  opposite  extremities  w  the  terrHwTj 
Augustine  and  Pensacola;  the  two  P^**  ^L 
connected  by  the  road  now  P'^'^P**Jf^^ v 
I  coarse  of  the  road  passed  throagli  a  f^ 
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onntrj  till  now  very  imperfeotly  known,  but 
rhose  fertility  was  calculated  to  attract  emi- 
Tation.  The  late  treaty,  by  which  the  whole 
tf  this  country  had  been  transferred  to  the 
urisdiction  of  the  United  States,  opens  a  fine 
ield  for  emigrating  enterprise,  and,  from  the 
ichness  of  the  soi^  Hiere  was  little  doubt  but 
hat  the  interior  would,  in  a  short  time,  become 
tensely  peopled.  The  road  which  at  present 
onnects  the  two  points  he  had  mentioned, 
akes  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than  seven 
lundred  mUes,  through  parts  of  Geor^^  and 
Uabama;  whereas,  the  direct  course  of  the 
lew  road  would  make  the  distance  to  be  tray- 
Qed  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-six 
Qiles.  The  petition  on  which  the  bill  is  found- 
d,  asks  only  for  $20,000  to  defray  the  expenses 
»f  making  this  road — an  amount  which,  when 
lie  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  magnitude 
>f  the  undertaking  is  taken  into  view,  will  ap- 
lear,  to  every  candid  person,  very  moderate, 
rhe  estimate  had  been  made  as  low  as  circum- 
tances  would  allow,  but  it  was  hoped  that,  by 
k  judicious  expenditure,  that  amount  might  be 
rendered  sufficient  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
rery  fertile  tract,  through  which  the  road  is 
proposed  to  pass,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  Government,  as  public  property ;  few  or 
lo  grants  having  been  made  of  lands  in  the  in- 
erior.  The  road  will,  therefore,  be  a  measure 
if  policy  to  the  Grovernment,  from  its  efiTect  on 
he  value  of  its  lands,  as  well  as  of  great  bene- 
It  to  Florida. 

Mr.  GuRUBT,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
be  bUl  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which 
provides  for  the  employment  of  the  United 
kates  troops  in  makmg  the  road.  Favorable 
IS  he  was  to  all  measures  of  internal  improve- 
aent,  and  to  the  particular  object  now  pro- 
tofled,  he  was  not  disposed  in  the  accomplish- 
aent  of  it,  to  jeopardize  the  lives  of  the  soldiers 
ly  employing  them  in  the  work.  It  was  a  fact 
rell  known,  that  the  employment  of  the  troops 
n  works  of  this  description,  had,  in  many  in- 
(tanoes,  proved  fatal  to  them.  He  had  person- 
illy  witnessed  this,  and  knew  it  to  be  true.  It 
tad  for  some  time  been  the  policy  of  the  Unit- 
^  States  so  to  employ  them,  but  when  this 
policy  was  extended  to  southern  climates,  the 
soldiers  became  victims  of  the  occupation.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  was  friendly  to 
bhe  object  of  the  bill,  and  would  vote  for  it 
were  this  feature  removed. 

Mr.  Call,  in  reply,  said,  he  hoped  the 
unendment  would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would 
n  effect  defeat  the  bill  altogether.  The  gen- 
^eman  from  Louisiana,  while  desirous  of  ex- 
impting  the  troops  from  the  labor  of  making 
he  road,  had  propoeed  no  substitute  for  them. 
for  himself,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  was  as  much  dis- 
x>8ed  to  foster  the  interests  and  preserre  the 
ife  and  health  of  our  soldiery  as  any  man,  and 
18  much  opposed  to  setting  them  at  a  menial 
>r  degrading  employment;  but  this  was  not 
nch  an  employment  of  them,  nor  was  it  a  new 
iroposition,  but,  on  the  ooutrary,  a  matter  of 


every-day  occurrence.  The  object  to  be  ao- 
coraplished  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the 
United  States,  in  a  national  view,  and  might, 
without  impropriety,  occupy  the  leisure  of  a 
small  portion  of  her  troops.  As  to  its  exposing 
them  to  disease,  he  had  himself  lived  for  years 
in  Florida,  had  traversed  it  in  all  directions  and 
at  all  seasons,  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
its  climate,  and  he  did  not  apprehend  any  such 
consequence  as  the  gentieman  seemed  to  anti- 
cipate. Besides,  if  the  bill  shall  now  pass,  the 
labor  will  be  finished  before  the  more  sickly 
months  arrive.  The  road  we  ask  for,  said  Mr« 
0.,  can  soon  be  made.  We  do  not  contemplate, 
at  present,  any  great  or  costly  road,  such  as  it 
will  occupy  a  long  period  to  complete ;  all  that 
we  ask  or  look  for  will  expose  the  soldiers  to 
no  great  amount  either  of  labor  or  danger. 
Were  it  a  time  of  war,  indeed,  we  should  not 
think  of  so  employing  them ;  but  it  is  a  season 
of  profound  peace,  and  no  detriment  can  arise 
to  the  public  safety  or  interest  from  doing  it 
In  fact,  the  road  must  be  made  in  this  way,  or 
not  at  all;  for  the  country  is  so  sparsely  settled 
that  there  is  not  in  the  territory  a  population, 
either  in  sufficient  number,  or  of  the  proper 
kind,  to  accomplish  it 

Mr.  OooKB,  of  Tennessee,  wished  to  know 
from  the  gentleman  who  objected  to  this  em* 
ployment  of  the  troops,  how  they  could  be  bet- 
ter employed?  We  nave  had,  not  long  since, 
a  sad  experience  to  teach  us  that,  if  not  em- 
ployed in  something  that  is  useful,  they  will 
soon  employ  themselves  in  what  is  mischievous. 
We  have  got  them;  we  have  paid  for  them; 
we  must  feed  them ;  and  of  what  service  are 
they  to  us  if  we  may  not  employ  them  ? 

Mr.  GuBLEY,  in  reply,  said!  it  was  possible  he 
might  have  been  deceived  in  his  apprehensiins ; 
he  presumed  the  gentieman  from  Florida  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
that  country  tiian  he  was;  and  he  believed 
they  were  both  disposed  to  act  on  the  same 
principle.  He  was  persuaded,  if  his  fears  were 
not  visionary,  and  danger  did  really  exist,  all 
the  gentiemen  who  were  friendly  to  the  bill 
would  be  as  ready  as  himself  to  avoid  incurring 
it  Certainly,  the  death  of  our  soldiers  was  to 
be  deprecated.  We  give  a  bounty  to  get  them, 
and  when  they  die,  tlie  Government  is  a  loser. 
What  he  had  stated  as  to  the  danger  of  the 
climate,  he  had  advanced  from  experience  and 
personal  observation.     He  knew,  and  could 

grove,  that,  out  of  a  full  company  recruited  in 
Boston,  in  Ma^,  1821,  and  employed  that  sum- 
mer in  erecting  public  buildings  at  Baton 
Rouge,  only  fifteen  were  left  alive  at  the  dose 
of  the  season.  Was  it  right  to  expose  our 
troops  to  a  danger  of  this  Mud  ff  It  might  be 
very  true  that,  if  employed  at  all,  in  time  of 
peace,  they  could  not  be  better  employed  than 
in  making  public  roads.  But,  was  there  any 
necessity  for  employing  them?  Because  we 
cannot  employ  soldiers  every  day  in  the  year 
in  actual  labor,  are  we  to  disband  them  ?  Our 
soldiers  are  the  salvation  of  the  country;  to 
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them  we  look  when  her  soil  is  invaded  or  her 
liberty  threatened.  It  might  be  that  the 
climate  of  Florida  was  attended  with  no  snch 
danger  as  he  had  mentioned,  though,  from  its 
eitaation,  he  should  expect  its  climate  greatly 
to  resemble  that  of  Louisiana.  He  once  more 
avowed  that  he  was  entirely  the  friend  of  the 
measure ;  and,  if  no  substitute  for  his  amend- 
ment could  be  provided,  he  should  be  unwilling, 
by  insisting  on  it^  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  bet- 
ter use  could  be  made  of  the  public  money  than 
to  apply  it  to  roads,  canals,  and  internal  im- 
provements. We  could  not  leave  to  posterity 
a  better  inheritance. 

Mr.  Tbimbls,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  be 
eorry  were  the  amendment  to  prevail  The 
question  of  employing  the  troops  of  the  United 
btates  in  laboring  at  public  works,  was  one 
which  had  beeh  frequently  discussed  upon  this 
floor;  and  he  believed  the  mind  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  nation,  was  made  up  on  its  propri- 
ety. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
had  spoken  of  the  mortality  attending  the 
Southern  dimate.  But  were  Congress  to  re- 
linquish the  idea  of  employing  the  soldiers  on 
this  road,  and  to  send  five  hundred  citizens 
from  civil  life  to  do  the  work,  would  not  they 
be  in  as  great  danger  as  the  soldiers,  or  was  it 
important,  in  the  question  of  climate,  whether 
a  man  wore  a  military  coat  or  a  homespun  onef 
If  the  object  sought  was  the  saving  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  human  life,  then  it  was  surely  hu- 
manity to  employ  the  soldiers ;  for,  suppose  we 
have  in  Florida  five  hundred  troops,  and  we 
send  in  addition  five  hundred  citizens,  then  the 
climate  makes  war  upon  one  thousand  human 
beings  instead  of  five  hundred.  He  remem- 
bered, indeed,  that  General  Wilkinson  had  in- 
formed the  nation  that  a  soldier  is  a  gentleman, 
and  must  do  no  labor ;  and  yet  the  same  great 
general,  almost  in  the  very  same  paragraph,  had 
set  this  gentleman  to  carrying  a  knapsacK,  with 
riz  days*  provision,  on  his  back.  For  himselfj 
his  Judgment  had  always  been  in  favor  of  em- 

goying  the  troops  in  making  roads  upon  our 
ontier.  Forts,  indeed,  he  would  not  set  them 
to  build ;  not  because  it  was  laborious,  but  be- 
oause  forts  usually  were  built^  and  could  be 
built,  both  better  and  cheaper,  by  contract. 

Mr.  Sharps,  of  New  York,  recurring  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  in- 
sisted on  the  economy  of  employing  the  troops 
on  this  object.  Here  was  a  road  of  850  mUes 
to  be  made,  and  there  were  already  750  troops 
in  the  territory  through  which  the  road  is  to 
pass.  These  troops  receive,  when  working  on 
roads  10  or  16  cents  per  day,  additional  wages, 
(no  small  matter  to  a  soldier;)  was  it  not  bet- 
fer  to  hire  hands  at  10  or  15  cents  a  day,  than 
to  send  to  the  North  for  workmen,  who  must 
be  paid  at  the  rate  of  75  or  100  cents? 

Mr.  Hbmphill  observed  that  our  soldiery 
had  frequently  been  employed  in  works  of  this 
description,  and  it  was  a  general  observation, 
that  they  were  never  healthier  than  when  tibus 


occupied.  If  they  had  experienced  rnxd 
mortality  at  the  South,  it  was  from  the  J^di 
of  the  climate,  not  those  of  the  m<^eratekkr 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  tn)o^6^ 
proposed  to  be  employed  were  not  tobessi 
into  the  climate  of  Florida;  they  wereaMf 
stationed  there,  and  it  was  a  settled  point  tk 
the  President  might  employ  them  at  hisdk» 
tion.  The  Romans  always  employed  their  sr 
diers  on  roads;  this  practice  was  commoiir^ 
the  ancients,  some  of  whose  noblest  muoiBiKrii 
of  public  utility  were  the  work  of  their  srm& 
It  was  surely  useless  to  keep  soldiers  in  i£^ 
ness,  when  useful  and  healthful  empkyiKti 
could  be  found  fur  them. 

Mr.  Sandfosd,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  tbl 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisi^maQ^ 
be  obviated,  and  the  general  measure  not  p^ 
vented,  if  he  modified  his  amendmeBt,  sok3 
confine  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  oeitfis 
months  of  the  year,  so  as  to  avoid  the  ^ 
season. 

Mr.  Hexby,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  thetiof 
in  Florida  were  stationed,  and  would  be  kep(ii 
that  country,  to  maintain  our  possession  d  i^t 
no  new  destination  of  troops,  therefi^e,  vn 
contemplated  by  the  bill.  Both  the  points* 
tended  to  be  connected  by  the  proposed  mi 
were  military  stations.  They  were  fsr  ^ 
and  in  case  one  of  them  shoud  be  attacked, s 
was  fit  that  there  should  be  a  direct  and  spee^ 
communication  between  them.  TbepoirerB 
employ  the  troops  is  discretionary,  and  ii 
whose  hands,  asked  Mr.  H.,  is  it  reputed f  ^ 
the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  tbi 
Army.  If  the  President  of  the  United  Sate 
in  the  exercise  of  his  sagacity  and  YigibM^ 
should  perceive  danger  to  arise  from  snch  ea- 
ployment  of  the  soldiers,  he  has  it  in  his  powa 
and  doubtless  will  have  it  in  his  wish,  U>  a^® 
that  .danger.  But  the  danger  is  visioQS^- 
Would  not  the  soldier  himsdif;  asked  Kr.  H. 
prefer  employment  to  the  dull  monotoDf  <■ 
garrison  duty — to  the  eternal  recurrence  of «» 
same  scene  in  the  same  place!  The  feais  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject  contradicted  all  tbe«7 
and  all  experience;  inaction  has  ever  ^ 
found  to  produce  both  moral  and  phjaw 
maladies — ^while,  on  the  other  hand,  emptoj* 
ment  is  healthful  alike  to  body  and  nuod. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motioB" 
Mr.  GuBLKT,  to  strike  out  the  second  »»* 
of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  ij* 
Iwge  minority.  , 

After  some  further  conversation  on  toe*" 
tails  of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  en^o^Jft 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 


Monday,  January  6. 
CcBti  in  Patent  (kue^ 
Mr.  Websteb,  from  the  Committee  on  ** 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  recommitted  »hulo^ 
cernine  costs  in  certain  cases,  reported  th«»"J 
with  uie  amendment  directed  by  the  i^^ 
tions  of  the  House,  viz :  the  substitution  oc  o" 
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Inndred  dollars  in  place  of  thirty  dollars,  as  the 
niniranm  of  damages  awarded  by  a  jury,  on 
rhich  costs  shonld  be  allowed. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
mgrossed  for  a  third  reading  as  amended — 

Mr.  Websteb  Mud,  that,  on  the  introdnctipn 
yf  this  bill  to  the  Honse,  a  few  days  ago,  he  had 
(tated  the  reason  for  proposing  this  bill,  to  be, 
Jiat,  though  the  law  limited  the  recovery  of 
Xffits,  in  the  coorts  of  the  United  States,  in  gen- 
jral  cases,  to  suits  inyolving  an  amonnt  not  leas 
han  ^ve  hundred  dollars,  tihere  was  a  propriety 
>f  a  redaction  of  the  minimnm  in  the  case  of 
mits  by  patentees,  because  it  was  supposed  to 
ye  matter  of  necessity  for  the  patentee  to  sue 
n  the  Federal  courts.  An  honorable  member 
lad,  on  a  former  occasion,  suggested  that  the 
State  courts  have  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  tisis 
lescription ;  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  if  the  honorable 
nember  would  refer  to  the  law,  he  would  see 
hsX  the  act  of  Congress  which  creates  the 
"ight  prescribes  the  remedy,  and  provides  that 
die  patentee  may  sue  for  it  in  the  circuit  courts 
if  the  United  States,  and  under  that  phrase- 
>Iogy  it  was  presumed  that  he  cdnld  not  sue 
ilsewhere  than  in  those  courts. 

Mr.  BtJOHANAN  had  otrjections  to  the  whole 
lill.  What,  asked  he,  is  the  law  in  the  case  ojf 
)atentees  as  it  now  stands?  A  most  eztraor- 
linary  distinction  over  other  clients  is  made  in 
heir  ftvor,  by  granting  them  judgment  for 
hree  times  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  by 
i  jury.  And  what  does  the  bill,  now  before 
he  House,  propose  to  do  in  favor  of  those  fk^ 
rored  individuids  ?  To  superadd  costs  to  that 
areble  verdict.  He  would  ask,  whether  such  a 
neasure  is  right ;  whether  it  is  politic ;  wheth- 
er it  is  just?  He  thought  it  would  be  neither. 
3e  thought  it  far  better  to  let  the  law  remain 
IS  it  now  stands.  What  had  been  the  history 
»f  this  country  on  the  subject  of  patent  rights? 
't  was  known  to  all,  that  the  privilege  granted 
>y  the  patent  law,  had  been  extensively  diflfhsed 
hroagh  the  Union.  The  number  of  patents 
actually  issued  was  very  great;  the  number 
>retenaed  to  be  enjoyed  was  greater  still.  Im- 
)ositions  were  multiplied.  In  some  districts  of 
he  Union  very  large  amounts  of  money  had 
)een  collected  from  suc^  as  were  afraid  of  the 
szpense  of  a  lawsuit,  by  persons  claiming  to 
lave  a  patent  for  the  use  or  manufacture  of  cer- 
ain  articles;  and,  after  they  had  gone  through 
i  whole  region,  thus  practising  on  the  fears  or 
gnorance  of  tne  inhabitants,  it  turned  out, 
vhen  at  last  some  one  had  hardihood  enough 
x)  contest  their  claim,  that  they  had  no  ri^^t 
it  all.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  those 
States  which  were  of  extensive  size,  and  the 
listance  from  the  circuit  court  occasioned  for- 
nidable  expenses  in  resorting  to  trial.  The 
claimant  brings  a  patent  in  his  hand,  and  thus 
las  prima  fa^ie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  his 
ight ;  he  asks,  perhaps,  but  eight  or  ten  dol- 
ars  for  the  article ;  who  would  not  rather  pay 
liat  sum  than  run  the  risk  of  travelling  one  or 
^wo  hundred  miles^  to  the  circuit  court^  taking 


witnesses  with  him,  at  the  risk,  if  he  fhils^  of 
having  treble  damages  to  pay,  and,  if  this  bill 
passes,  costs  to  boot?  He  could  scarce  con- 
ceive of  a  measure  better  calculated  to  enablo 
designing  men  to  roam  at  Itfge  and  prey  upon 
the  community.  He  thought,  for  his  part,  that 
the  law  was  already  hani  enough.  It  gave 
already  enormous  advantages  to  the  patentee 
over  his  opponent;  and  if  costs  were  to  be 
superadded,  it  destroyed  all  prospect  of  suc- 
cessful contest.  Costs,  it  must  be  remembered, 
are,  in  their  nature,  very  indetenpinate ;  their 
amount  might  increase  to  such  a  sum  as  would 
ruin  a  man.  To  be  sure,  the  amendment  now 
reported  makes  the  bill  better,  so  &r  as  it  goes; 
but,  even  under  the  bill,  as  amended,  if  a  pat- 
entee does  but  obtain  a  verdict  for  tnirty-four 
dollars,  he  gets  his  costs  also  allowed  him,  be- 
cause treble  the  verdict  runs  over  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  brings  him  within  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  Is  it  not  proper,  asked  Mr.  B.,  that 
the  pretended  patentee  shall  first  be  made  to 
establish  his  right  before  his  opponent  is  threat- 
ened with  treble  damages  and  costa?  He 
thought  the  law  should  at  least  be  left  unal- 
tered;  for  himself  he  felt  more  disposed  to  cur- 
tail than  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  LrvBBMORB  said,  that^  at  first,  he  had 
viewed  the  object  and  provisions  of  the  pres- 
ent biU  as  proper  and  expedient ;  but,  on  fur- 
ther reflection,  he  had  seen  reason  to  alter  that 
opinion.  He  thought^  however,  that  the  fault 
of  the  system  did  not  lie  so  much  in  that  fea- 
ture of  it  which  allowed  costs  where  damages 
over  one  hundred  dollars  were  obtained,  but  in 
that  which  previously  allowed  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  to  be  treble.  Why  should  not  suitors 
under  the  patent  law  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  other  suitors  ?  The  alteration  he 
wished  to  previul  was  to  repeal  the  treble  dam- 
ages and  allow  costs  in  all  cases.  But  if  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  alter  that  provi- 
sion, then  he  thought  that  costs  should  be  given, 
rather  where  the  amount  was  under  one  hun- 
dred dollars  than  over  that  sum.  If  a  verdict 
was  obtained  for  ten  dollars  and  treble,  the  ad- 
ditional twenty  dollars  was  not  likely  to  be 
enough  to  cover  the  costs.  He  wished  to  see 
the  whole  system  placed  under  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  be  remodelled ;  he  would 
also  give  the  State  courts  concurrent  jurisdio- 
tion  with  those  of  tiie  United  States^  in  cases 
under  the  patent  law. 

Mr.  WxBSTEB,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buohaitak, 
said  that  he  fdt  no  particular  anxiety  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill ;  but^  having  chaif^  of  the 
bill,  it  seemed  proper  of  him  to  say  something 
in  its  defence.  The  House  would  recollect,  he 
siud,  that  this  whole  case  of  patents  is  taken, 
by  the  law,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  courts, 
the  jurisdiction  over  it  being  exclusively  re- 
served to  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The 
Sower  of  legislating  on  this  subject  is  taken 
'om  the  States  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And.  at  this  time  of  day,  and  be- 
fore this  Assembly,  Mr.  W.  said  he  need  not 
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argae  that  the  nght  of  the  inventor  is  a  high 

I>roperty;  it  is  the  frait  of  his  mind — it  be- 
ongs  to  him  more  than  anj  other  property — ^he 
does  not  inherit  it — he  takes  it  hj  no  man^s 
gift — ^it  peculiarly  belongs  to  him,  and  he  onght 
to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Tre- 
oiselj  as  the  arts  advance,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to 
saj,  does  propertv  of  this  description  become 
vfiiuable ;  where  the  nicest  machinery  is  in  oper- 
ation, it  is  there  that  the  improvements  of  in- 
ventors are  in  the  highest  estimation — ^and  with 
regard  to  tkoee  branches  of  industry  which 
have  been  most  sncoessful  in  this  country,  they 
are  more  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  invent- 
ors— to  the  power  of  mind  in  the  improvement 
of  machinery,  than  to  another  species  of  fud 
which  they  have  received  from  time  to  time. 
It  is  to  encourage  these  inventions  that  our 
patent  laws  are  designed.  Is  it  any  answer  to 
this  argument  in  their  favor,  that  impositions 
are  sometimes  practised  under  cover  of  these 
laws  ?  Is  it  not  so  with  every  thing  else  ?  With 
regard  to  land,  for  example— are  there  not 
many  persons  pretending  to  have  titles  to  land 
who  really  have  no  title?  Are  there  not  as 
many  speculations  in  landed  property  as  in  the 
property  of  mind  ?  And  shall  a  man  not  re- 
cover his  right  to  land  because  the  world  is  full 
of  pretensions  of  right  to  land  where  no  right 
exists  ?  Surely  not.  It  was  said  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  the  West  the  other  day,  that 
the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  did  not 
know  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  patent 
office  in  the  country,  or  such  a  clause  in  the 
constitution  as  that  which  relates  to  patent 
rights.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  know  that  on 
this  account  the  House  should  accommodate  its 
legislation  precisely  to  that  state  of  information. 
The  error  was  not  in  the  constitution  or  the 
patent  laws,  but  in  the  want  of  knowledge 
among  the  people,  and  could  only  be  corrected 
by  its  diffusion.  In  restricting  the  patentee  to 
the  recovery  of  mere  judicial  damages,  Mr.  W. 
continued,  justice  was  not  done  to  him.  He 
cannot  sue  for  all  his  right  at  once,  because  the 
violations  by  which  he  is  deprived  of  it  are 
numerous.  Suppose  you  were  to  compel  a 
man,  in  suing  for  land,  to  sue  for  it  acre  by 
acre-— he  might  get  his  land,  indeed,  but  he 
would  be  ruined  by  the  process  of  recovery.  It 
was  because  the  particular  injury  in  the  case  of 
the  violation  of  a  patent  right  was  small,  and 
the  expense  of  redressing  it  great,  that  the  pro- 
vision of  this  bill  appeared  to  be  expedient.  A 
redress  of  the  actual  injury  was  not  sufficient 
in  this  class  of  cases — if  the  penalty  for  the  vio- 
lation was  not  sufficient  to  act  in  terrarem^  it 
was  nothing.  Do  not  all  penal  statutes,  Mr. 
W.  asked,  go  on  the  ground,  that  damages  are 
not  only  to  be  given  to  indemnify  a  sufferer  in 
a  particular  case,  but  to  such  an  amount  as  to 
deter  others  from  doing  the  like  ?  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be- 
sides, went  too  far.  If  the  damages 'are  award- 
ed at  five  hundred  dollars,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  costs  are  allowed ;  whilst,  if  the  dama- 


ges be  but  ten  dollars,  they  are  not  aOotai 
What  justice  was  there  in  this?  WLerea 
action  is  brought  to  recover  damages  fixr  At 
use  of  an  invention  or  improvement  in  b» 
chinery,  the  common  rule  is^  to  settk  tb 
amount  of  damages  at  the  sale  price  of  thel^ 
tide;  and  one  of  the  injurious  consequaeeeto  j 
defendants  themselves,  from  the  pr»eiit  itate 
of  the  law,  is,  that  the  juries  give  as  mi 
damages  as  will  carry  the  ooets.  He  ooBld» 
sure  uie  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania,  vbtir 
ever  might  be  said  in  other  parts  of  the  ecsr 
try,  there  was  no  right  whidi  an  iadepegdas 
jury  of  the  part  of  the  country  in  vhidi  h 
resided  would  protect  with  moreoertiifiifor 
vigilance,  than  the  patent  right  In  a  te 
case,  where  the  intention  to  deprive  tlie  ii* 
ventor  of  the  benefit  of  his  patent  was  obTxn^ 
the  jury  would,  in  idmost  any  case,  g^re  dim- 
ges  to  the  full  amount  of  five  hundred  doOis. 
This  bilL  therefore,  would,  in  this  respeet,  be 
beneficial  to  the  defendants  fhentadY^  Oi 
the  part  of  patentees  there  were  so  manj  thi^ 
to  be  proved — for  instance,  that  the  inTeatioi 
is  new,  that  it  is  useful,  that  the  spedfieataonfi 
accurate,  &c. — so  much  nicety  was  reqniredf  as 
to  throw  sufficient  obstacles  in  his  iray.  Tbe 
right  of  the  patentee,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  (V 
which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stsui 
had  authorized  and  enjoined  upon  Ooogna 
to  protect;  the  party  injured  has  nose<^ 
or  resort  elsewhere,  but  to  the  coorts  of  & 
United  States;  and  if  it  was  reasonable  t^ 
in  such  case  he  should  be  entitled  to  reooTff 
costs  where  the  damages  amount  to  one  hoB* 
dred  dollars^  then  this  bill  ought  to  pasB;  ifaot* 
it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAK,  in  reply,  observed,  that  » 
one  could  be  more  disposed  to  protect  the  jo^ 
rights  of  patentees  than  he  was ;  nor  could  asf 
person  concur  more  heartily  than  he  did  is  tb 
sentiments  of  the  honorable  genUemaa  froft 
Massachusetts  rejecting  the  property  vbia 
an  inventor  has  in  that  which  is  the  prodn^v 
his  own  genius ;  yet  he  held  it  to  be  a  priiievw 
in  legislation,  while  guarding  the  rights  of  otf 
individual  not  to  forget  or  to  impair  tiiosea 
the  rest  of  the  community.    A  wise  kgi^ 
was  bound  to  give  equal  protection  to  theri^ 
of  alL    Ever  since  the  passage  dih^V^ 
law  under  the  constitution,  the  courts  hm^ 
open  to  patentees,  and  the  burden  of  proot  l» 
always  been  cast  on  the  violator  of  his  p 
tent.    He  must  prove  that  his  act  was  no  ?»• 
lation  of  the  patent,  or  that  the  patent  wjjffl 
itself  invalid.    This  operated,  at  least  in  tt» 
part  of  the  Union  which  he  had  the  hoDoMo 
represent,  as  a  great  hardship^  yet  it  h*^^ 
cheerfully  submitted  to,  and  the  mere  pn^ 
tion  of  the  patent  was  allowed  to  be  presao^ 
tive  evidence  in  favor  of  the  patentee.   Brtwj 
law  went  farther;  it  not  only  threw  thewff- 
den  of  proof  on  the  alleged  violator,  hot » 
tripled  all  damages  against  him.    And  BOf» 
was  proposed  to  go  farther  Btill,  and  to  aW^ 
all  costs  in  the  bturgain,  wherever  these  mb* 
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:eB  should,  when  tripled,  amount  to  $10U.  Had 
le  rightly  heard  and  understood  the  gentleman 
rom  Massachusetts?  Did  he  say  that,  in  that 
•art  of  the  Union,  a  Jury  would  always  ^ye  a 
erdict  of  $500  ?  If  such  were  the  fact,  he  did 
lot  wonder  that  the  voice  of  the  community 
ras  never  heard  against  the  provinons  of  the 
aw.  Who  would  not  rather  pay  $10  than  run 
be  risk  of  a  verdict  of  $500,  to  he  tripled 
rith  costs?  No  wonder  there  was  a  deep 
tience.  The  act,  as  amended  hy  this  hill, 
placed  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  paten- 
ees.  To  oblige  a  man  to  go  two  or  three  hnn- 
[red  miles  to  court,  then  oblige  him  to  prove 
he  patent  fidse,  and,  if  he  fiaols,  to  make  him 
Ay  triple  damages,  and  costs  of  suit,  is  to  place 
n  array  of  obstacles  in  the  way  that  must,  in 
aost  cases,  effectually  prevent  the  validity  of 
tatents  from  being  ever  contested.  Such  ought 
lot  to  be  the  practical  operation  of  law  on  this 
ubiect  If  ue  law  is  left  as  it  now  stands, 
Till,  the  patentee  suffer  any  ii\]ury  ?  None  at 
lU.  *  Suppose  his  patent  is  a  good  and  valid  one, 
nd  suppose  he  has  to  sue  in  order  to  establish 
hat  fact,  will  not  such  a  suit  be,  in  effect,  a  ben- 
ifit?  Oan  he  not  thenceforth  exhibit  with  his 
Mttent  the  verdict  that  has  confirmed  it  ?  But, 
f  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  go  forth 
hroughout  the  country  to  let  loose  unprinci- 
ded  pretenders  to  prowl  upon  the  community. 
Sie  was  very  sorry  it  had  been  his  lot  to  differ 
n  opinion  from  the  honorable  member  from 
kCassachusetts,  for  whose  opinions  no  man-cher- 
shed  a  more  profound  respect ;  but  he  had 
>een  reluctantly  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
)^pom  a  bill  which  he  conceived  to  be  fraught 
rith  injury. 
Mr.  Ola^ob,  of  New  York,  then  moved 

"  That  the  biU,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommit- 
ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instmo- 
ioDi  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  iS  repealing  so 
amoh  of  the  law  upon  the  Bubject  of  the  ^violation  of 
latents,  as  providee  for  the  reooveiy  of  triple  damages 
Q  sniti  brooght  by  patentees  for  soch  violation,  and 
bat  where  judgment  shall  pass  for  defendant,  or  the 
ilaintiff  become  non-soit,  or  snifer  discontinnance, 
he  defendant  shall  recover  doable  costs." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  re- 
)ommitted  accordingly. 

^toad  fnm  Memphis  to  Little  Book  in  the  Ter- 
ritory qfArJeanatu, 

The  engrossed  biU  to  provide  for  surveying 
md  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  Tennes- 
ee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
ras  read  a  third  time. 

^  Mr.  Bassbtt  rose  and  said,  that,  as  several 
>illB  on  this  subject  were  before  the  Ilouse,  he 
viahed  that  opportunity  might  be  aff(M*ded,  to 
hose  who  have  constitutional  objections  to 
tctmg  on  the  subject  at  all,  to  discuss  the  gen- 
eral principle  before  going  into  the  deti^.  This 
Mras  more  widely  involved  in  the  general  bill 
irhich  had  been  reported  for  estimates  and  sur- 
veys, kc, ;  and,  in  order  to  await  a  decision  on 
^  bill,  he  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table, 


with  an  intention  that  it  should  not  be  called 
up  until  aftev  the  general  bill  should  be  acted 
upon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — i^es  76. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Yirfflnia,  rose  and  inquired 
whether  any  part  of  this  road  was  to  pass 
through  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  whether  the 
whole  of  it  lay  exclusively  in  Aylg<^"«w  ?  His 
vote  would  entirely  depend  upon  the  answer  to 
this  question.  [After  it  was  answered,  that  no 
part  of  this  road  would  pass  through  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  then  no  objec- 
tion to  the  bilL'M 

Mr.  Allbit,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill, 
as  it  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  four  or 
five  hundred  miles  to  emigrants,  in  reaching  th« 
lands  of  that  Territory,  and  thus  flacihtate 
greatly  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands.  It 
was  no  new  precedent  but  had  freouently  been 
done  for  Territories  less  insulated  than  Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.  GoNWAT  stated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Memphis  is  situated  on  the  East  bank  of  Missis- 
sippi River,  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  at  the  point  on  the  river 
commonly  denominated  the  Lower  Chickasaw 
Bluffs.  No  part  of  the  road,  therefore,  could 
go  through  Tennessee  unless  it  was  made  pur- 
posely retrograde  to  effect  that  object.  To 
show  that  the  present  was  no  novel  application 
to  Congress,  mi.  0.  referred  to  a  series  of  acts 
making  appropriations  for  similar  objects.  In 
1806,  $6,400  was  granted  for  a  road  fh>m  the 
frontier  of  QeorKia  toward  New  Orleans,  in  the 
Slst  degree  of  north  latitude;  $6,000  was 
mnted  the  same  year  for  a  road  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Ohio;  $6,000  for  another 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natohex 

In  1811,  $6,000  was  wpropmted  for  two 
roads  to  the  south  of  Lake  ilrie.  In  1816, 
$8,000  was  given  lor  a  road  fh>m  Shawnee 
Town,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Eaakaskia. 

$10^000  had  been  granted,  in  1816,  to  open  a 
road  n*om  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Geomia,  to  fort 
Stoddart,  in  AlahAwift^  and  another  m>m  Oolum- 
bia,  Tennessee,  to  MadisonviUe^  in  Louisiana. 

He  enumerated  also  several  grants  of  $4,000 
and  $5,000,  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  several 
parts  of  the  frontier.  He  was  far  from  oom- 
phuning  of  this  liberality  to  others-^aU  he 
asked  was  a  proper  participation  by  the  Terri- 
tory he  represented.  That  Territory  was  in- 
sulated in  its  dtuation ;  with  a  population  of  but 
60,000  white  inhabitants,  it  contained  from 
40,000  to  60,000  Indians.  From  various  indi- 
cations of  uneasiness  among  the  latter,  there 
was  a  general  anticipation  of  another  Indian 
war,  twelve  or  eighteen  months  hence,  posdbly 
sooner.  Without  such  a  road,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  transport  troops  and  munitions  of 
war  into  that  Territory  to  any  effect.  What 
they  asked  for  was  a  military  and  post  road. 

^  Mr.  Floyd  was  one  of  the  ttartet  oonstmcUon  Mhool  of 
YiigliilBi  and,  it  Is  prwamed,  ^oke  the  aentimenta  of  th« 
whole  Mhool  in  whst  he  nid. 


616 


ABRIDaHENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Memorial  <fD.  W,  Coxe, 


[Jaxuabt,  18M. 


The  Unitod  States  owned  within  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  acres  oi^  land,  which 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  wont  of  a  road 
to  get  to  it.  He  had,  besides,  been  informed, 
both  bj  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Quarter- 
master General,  that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and 
from  the  Territory  was  so  great  that  no  returns 
had  been  receiTed  in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the 
proposed  road  would  remove  this  evil,  and 
mcilitate  the  communication  with  Qovernment. 

Mr.  IsACKs,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  tiiebiU  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Territory — on  the  importance  of 
the  Territory,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward 
Texas,  and  the  poUoy  of  obti^ining  for  it  a  sub- 
stantial and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  OoNWAT,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bill,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  began  its  course  in 
Tennessee,  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the 
road's  commencing  within  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  at  a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
lOssis^pi,  opposite  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  TsncBLB  thought  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper, 
might  be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  miles 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he 
would  remark,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  came  within  our 
Jurisdiction  solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States;  these  had  cer- 
tainly a  strong  claim  on  us  for  protection.  They 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  danger  from  the  great 
accumulation  of  Indians  within  that  territory 
since  it  became  United  States  property,  which 
was  produced  by  the  wise  policy  pursued  by  our 
Government  in  other  parts  of  the  frontier,  in 
separating  the  tribes  from  each  other.  In 
Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a  measure  concen- 
trated, and  being  withal  much  dissatisfied,  there 
was  some  prospect  of  war.  5,000  Oherokees 
are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the  spring. 
Should  a  war  break  out,  the  necessity  for  the 
road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  wais  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  bill. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  when 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


Tuesday,  January  0. 

A  Message  from  the  Pbesideitt  of  thb  Unit- 
BD  States,  received  yesterday,  was  read  as 
follows : 

To  the  House  of  Hepreseniatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepreaentativeB,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing copies  of  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1820,  and  for 
other  detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  report,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, from  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  January  5,  1824. 


The  Message  and  aooompanying  dooonMBli 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Ths  Memphii  and  Little  Bock  ArlsanuM  Tanr 

torialBoad, 

Mr.  Hkmfhiii.,  finom  the  Oommittee  on  Bosik 
and  Oanals,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  s  roid 
from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennettee,to 
Little  Rook,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansia,  n- 
ported  llie  same  with  an  amendment,  iriddi 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bUl  «m 
ordered  to  be  re-engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Oucuhita  La/nd  Claim  of  ike  Marquit  de  Maim 
Bcmge  {Bed  JlouseS) 

Mr.  Bbebt  moved  that  the  House  do  oometo 
the  following  resolution : 

Reeolvedf  That  the  report  of  the  land  commiiaknai 
in  Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  eridenoe,  pspu% 
and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  relatiTe  to  tfas 
claim  of  the  rquresentatives  of  the  Marquis  do  Msiioa 
Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Ouachita,  in  LoniasBi, 
containing  thirty  square  leagues,  or  upwards,  be  le- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Priyate  Land  Claimi, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  with  a  vievto 
the  final  disposal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  after  some  debate^  was  (x<- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memcrial  of  D.  W.  Coxe,  representing  th$da^ 
of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Bouge. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instructed  br 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  ask 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  Paniel  W.  Coig 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  tlie  accompan:[- 
ing  documents.  As  a  reason  for  making  tms 
request,  he  said,  several  members,  of  whom  he 
was  one,  had  received  several  letters  fi'om  Mr. 
Coxe,  intimating  he  had  not  requested  any  ptf- 
son  to  bring  his  claim  before  Congresatthis 
session;  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  voncheB; 
had  sought  redress  in  the  courts  of  Looisitf^ 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  any  step  to  be  taken 
by  Congress  in  relation  to  his  daim. 

Mr.  C.  said  among  the  cases  referred  io  tw 
committee,  tJhere  was  a  memorial  of  Mr.  C^ 
dated  in  1820;  that  there  was  on  file  nopwoi 
to  support  his  daim,  but  much  intended  to  »| 
validate  it  He  hoped  the  committee  wouKt  do 
discharged.  ^, 

Mr.  Bbent  opposed  this  request,  and  «>nj^ 
ed  that,  as  to  this  claim,  it  was  the  dn^  oftw 
House  to  decide  upon  its  validity.  ltWW» 
reported  on  four  years  ago,  and  tlie  "O*  ?^ 
sion  had  been  dekyed  by  Mr.  Coxe  all  that  tnw, 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  lands  w 
held  back  from  market,  to  the  great  uyajT  ^ 
of  Louisiana  and  the  United  States,  ue  w» 
withdraws  his  papers ;  but  this  Phould  not  P^ 
vent  an  investigation.  Did  he  ^^!^'\^^ 
was  a  shadow  of  equity  in  the  duin,  i^'^ 
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would  act  otherwise ;  but  knowing,  as  he  did^ 
that  the  claim  was  illegal,  and  belieying  it  to 
be  a  most  iniquitous  one,  he  wished  that  a  de- 
0181011  of  the  oommittee  might  be  had,  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  He  admitted,  as  a  general  posi- 
'don,  that  every  petitioner  has  a  right  to  with- 
draw his  petition ;  but  there  were  exceptions 
to  the  rule. 

Mr.  J.  T.  JoBNsoK,  of  Kentucky,  urged  the 
propriety  of  dischaiging  the  committee  from 
the  consideration  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Ooxe  having 
resorted  to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of 
it,  and  withdrawn  it  fix)m  this  House,  &o. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  oommittee  was 
discharged,  and  tb»  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Wedivesdat,  January  7. 

Little  Rock  and  Memphis  Arhansae  Territorial 

Road. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  soryeying  and  making  a  road  from 
a  point  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Bock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,'^  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.* 


^  The  case  of  tliia  Little  Bock  and  MemphlB  (Arkuaas) 
road  is  one  of  the  Btrongeat  that  can  be  conceived  to  illoa- 
trate  the  difference  between  States  and  Territoriea  in  the 
load'Hiaklng  power  clalmedf  or  asserted  by  Congress.     In 
the  first  place,  the  Kme  was,  of  all  others  in  the  history  of 
<mr  Qoventment,  the  most  propitious  to  thorough  inquiry 
and  correct  decision.    It  was  at  the  session  of  1828-*4,  when 
Internal  Improyement  was  a  prominent  snbject  of  public 
consideration,  and  when  Gongress  was  long  occupied  with 
propositions  to  adopt  it  as  a  system.    Being  thus  thoroughly 
occupied  with  the  question,  the  decision  of  Congress  was 
that  of  ftill  consideration ;  and  while  diyersity  of  opinion 
prevailed  as  to  the  power  of  making  these  improvements  In 
the  States,  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  Territories.    They  were  the  property  of  Congress, 
subject  only  to  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  ceded  by 
the  States,  or  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  acted  with  them 
without  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
but  according  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  which 
Itself  bad  given  them  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1789,  when 
it  adopted  the  great  Territorial  Ordinance  of  July  18th, 
1*^7.    That  is  the  constitation  of  the  Territories ;  but  being 
A  constitution  given  by  Congress,  it  was  subject  to  ezcep- 
tlona  and  modifications  by  its  author.    With  respeot  to 
roads,  canals,  ferries,  dec.  Congress  has  made  them  in  the 
Territories,  without  reference  to  the  constitution,  from  the 
time  of  the  first  road,  and  Its  three  ferries,  in  Ohio,  in  179(1, 
(when  Ebenezer  Zane  received  three  sections  of  land,  one 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Muskingum,  one  at  the  Hockhocklng, 
and  one  at  the  Scioto,  to  make  the  road  from  Wheeling  to 
limestone,  (Maysville,  Kentucky,)  and  keep  it  in  repair, 
and  the  ferries  in  order;)  from  that  day  to  the  present  Con- 
gress  has  been  making  these  roads  without  reference  to  the 
constitution,  because  unlvi^rsally  held  that  the  constitution 
did  not  extend  to  Territories.    In  my  thirty-two  years  of 
congressional  service  I  can  well  say,  I  never  heard  a  ques- 
tion raised  about  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  In  the  Ter- 
ritories the  local  improvements  which  it  pleased.    I  have 
seen  members  of  all  political  schools  constantly  voting  for 
each  ottfect*— the  strict  constructionists  generally  Inq  uirlng 


Gontra^ets  for  Cannon^  dte. 

Mr.  OooEE  moved  to  take  np  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yestenlayj  respecting  certain 
contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small 
arms,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lathbop  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

1^.  Cooke  said  it  had  been  the  nnivcrsal 
practice  of  the  House,  where  documents  were 
obtained  from  the  Departments  by  special  calls 
of  the  House,  to  allow  the  mover  of  the  call  to 
have  the  documents  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. The  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs 
were  already  crowded  with  business,  to  which, 
if  they  suitably  attended,  (and  he  did  not  doubt 
they  would  do  so,)  their  hands  would  be  full. 
He  hoped  that  committee  would  make  a  general 
and  timeous  report  on  all  the  matters  before 
them,  so  that  the  House  might  have  opportuni- 
tv  to  consider  it  some  time  before  the  appropria- 
tion bill  at  the  close  of  the  session  was  passed. 
He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lathrop  consented  to  withdraw  it  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  documents  were  referred,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Oocxb,  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Oogkb,  Smyth,  Steblxng,  Mas- 
viN,  BuoHANAN,  Babsett,  sud  McLean,  of 
Ohio,  were  appointed  the  sfud  select  committee. 

Contested  Election, 

The  House  took  np  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ltitlb 
to  insert  the  word  *'not*^  in  the  second  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  Oommittee  of  Elections, 
so  as  to  make  it  read  ^  that  Parmenio  Adams 
is  *•  not*  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  till 
nearly  three  o^clock,  when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
native — ^ayes  86,  noes  112. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  ad- 
mits Mr.  Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decided  in  the 
afOirmative — ^yeas  116,  nays  85. 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Pabmenio  Adams 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
one  of  the  Representatives  in  this  House  for 
the  State  of  New  York. 

[The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

if  the  road  was  limited  to  the  Territory,  and  yotlng  for  the 
biU  if  it  was.  The  case  of  this  Menf^hU  and  Little  Book 
road  was  the  strongest  illustration  of  the  difference  between 
a  State  and  a  Territory.  Because  Memphis  was  in  a  StatOi 
and  the  road  was  to  be  ezclusiye  of  it,  {from  Memphis^ 
and  the  first  step  firom  it  would  haye  been  into  the  Missis- 
sippi where  it  was  a  hundred  feet  deep,  yet  the  bill  was 
required  to  be  altered,  and  the  beginning  point  fixed  Incon* 
testably  on  Territorial  ground.— But  this  Is  only  one  case. 
The  statute  book  is  ftiU  of  these  Territorial  acts,  and  I  feel 
that  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  no  person  has  ever 
served  one  term  in  Congress  without  voting  for  those  local 
improvements  in  Territories,  even  the  most  strict  oonsti- 
tntional  constructionist,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  ooa- 
stltutton  did  not  extend  to  Territories. 
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The  United  States  owned  within  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  mUlions  of  acres  oi^  land,  which 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  want  of  a  road 
to  get  to  it.  He  had,  hesides^  heen  informed, 
both  hy  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Quarter- 
master General,  that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and 
from  the  Territory  was  so  great  that  no  returns 
had  been  received  in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the 
proposed  road  would  remove  this  evil,  and 
mcilitate  the  communication  with  Government. 

Mr.  IsAcsB,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  tiie  bill  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Territory — on  the  importance  of 
the  Territojry,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward 
Texas,  and  the  policy  of  obtaining  for  it  a  sub- 
stantial and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  CoNWAT,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bill,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  began  its  course  in 
Tennessee,  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the 
road*s  commencing  within  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  at  a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
MissiBsippi,  opposite  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Trimble  thought  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper, 
might  be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  miles 
withm  the  State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he 
would  remark,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  came  within  our 
Jurisdiction  solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States;  these  had  cer- 
tainly a  strong  claim  on  us  for  protection.  They 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  danger  from  the  great 
aocumuiation  of  Indians  within  that  territory 
since  it  became  United  States  property,  which 
was  produced  by  the  wise  policy  pursued  by  our 
Government  in  other  parts  of  the  frontier,  in 
separating  the  tribes  from  each  other.  In 
Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a  measure  concen- 
trated, and  being  withal  much  dissatisfied,  there 
was  some  prospect  of  war.  6,000  Oherokees 
are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the  spring. 
Should  a  war  break  out«  the  necessity  for  the 
road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  was  decidedly 
firiendly  to  the  bill. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  wben 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


Tuesday,  January  0. 

A  Message  from  the  Pbbsident  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  received  yesterday,  was  read  as 
follows  : 

To  the  House  of  Rtpre»entaUve»  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  reeolation  of  the  Home  of 
RepreaentatiyeB,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing copies  of  oontracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  Ist  of  Jannaiy,  1820,  and  for 
other  detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  report,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, from  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASuiMaTON,  January  5,  1824. 


The  Message  and  aooompanjiDg  docanil 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  MemphiM  and  Little  Back  Arkaium  Im 

torialBaad, 

Mr.  HsMFHiix.,  finom  the  Oommittee  oafiai 
and  OanalS)  to  which  was  recommitted  theH 
to  authorize  tiie  surveying  and  mskiagftnri 
from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  TenuMli 
LitUe  Rook,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkaai^» 
ported  the  same  with  an  amendmeit,  iM 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  biUii 
ordered  to  be  re-engroased,  and  read  i  tW 
time  to-morrow. 

Onaehita  Land  Claim  of  the  Marjuit  di  Mm 
Rouge  {Bed  House*) 

Mr.  Brent  moved  tiiat  the  House  dooooia 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  land  couiniBM— 
in  Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  erideoce,  }s^ 
and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  nlstiTito  Ai 
daim  of  the  representatiTea  of  tiie  Manqnisde  Xkmi 
Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Ouachita,  in  LodsA 
oontaiiuqg  tfair^  square  leagues,  or  iq>«vdi^  t*  ^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Cbi^ 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  withs  tkfV 
the  final  di^Kisal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  after  some  debate^  wis  i^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorial  of  D.  TT.  Coxe^  rcpreaentxngikdm 
€f  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Bifugt, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  CoDuniW 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instmcted  J 
the  Oommittee  on  Private  Land  daims,  to» 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  c» 
^deration  of  the  memorial  of  JOaaiel  W.  Goa 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  to  w 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  the  accanp^ 
ing  documents.  As  a  reason  for  making  ta 
request,  he  said,  several  members,  of  vhoaJj 
was  one,  had  received  several  letters  from* 
Coxe,  intimating  he  had  not  reonestedanyp 
son  to  bring  his  claim  before  Congwa  i*^ 
session ;  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  voacft»i* 
had  sought  redress  in  the  courts  of  I^'"'^ 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  any  step  to  be  ttw 
by  Congress  in  relation  to  his  daim. 

Mr.  0.  said  among  the  cases  referred  tow 
committee,  there  was  a  mem<Nrial  of  Mr.  ww 
dated  in  1820 ;  that  there  was  on  ^^^ 
to  support  his  daim,  but  much  intend*  » 
validate  it  He  hoped  the  committee  »«»• 
discharged.  ^ 

Mr.  Bbest  opposed  this  request,  and  oow^r 
ed  that,  as  to  this  chum,  it  was  the  dajT J^ 
House  to  decide  upon  its  validly,   ^'ij  d«a- 
reported  on  four  years  ago,  and  the  »'* . 
sion  had  been  delayed  by  Mr.  CoxeaU  t&J'r; 
tiie  result  of  which  was,  that  the  1»d<J^!^ 
held  back  from  market,  to  Ujo  gr^ft^"^!,;  ^ 
of  Louisiana  and  the  United  State\  |«* 
withdraws  his  papers ;  but  tiiis  ^^fi^^L, 
vent  an  investigation.     Did  he  W'«^^^  ^ 
was  a  shadow  of  equity  in  the  cl««Oi*'' 
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rQuld  act  otherwise ;  but  knowing,  as  he  did, 
lat  the  daim  was  illegal,  and  belieying  it  to 
B  a  most  iniqaitoos  one,  he  wished  that  a  de- 
Ision  of  the  oommittee  might  be  had,  to  pat 
n  end  to  it  He  admitted,  as  a  general  poei- 
lOD,  that  every  petitioner  has  a  right  to  with- 
raw  his  petition;  bnt  there  were  exceptions 
>  the  rule. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Eentnckj,  nrged  the 
ropriety  of  discharging  the  committee  from 
le  condderation  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Ooze  having 
aeorted  to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of 
i,  and  witiidrawn  it  from  this  Hoose,  &o* 

The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  was 
iacharged,  and  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
ible. 


WxDNssDAT,  January  7. 

'dttle  Soeh  and  Memphis  Arkaruas  Territorial 

Mood, 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  au- 
[lorize  the  saryeying  and  making  a  road  from 

point  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the 
tate  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
itory  of  Arlcansas,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
nd  passed.* 

!.■ -  - ^ 

^  The  case  of  thl«  little  Sock  and  MemphlB  (Aikanaas) 
Md  to  one  of  the  atrongest  that  can  be  oonoeived  to  Uliu- 
rate  the  dilToronce  between  Statee  and  Terrltoriea  in  the 
Mid-maUng  power  claimed,  or  asserted  by  Congreas.  In 
le  first  place,  the  Hme  was,  of  all  others  in  the  history  of 
ur  QoTenunent,  the  moat  propitioos  to  thoroogfa  Inquiry 
ad  correct  decision.  It  was  at  the  session  of  1888-*4,  when 
ntemal  Improyement  was  a  prominent  snl^ect  of  pnblio 
onsideration,  and  when  Congress  was  long  oocnpied  with 
ropositloni  to  adopt  it  as  a  system.  Being  thns  thorooghly 
MQpied  with  the  question,  the  decision  of  Congress  was 
itX  ot  toM  conslderatton;  and  while  diyersity  of  opinion 
rerailed  as  to  the  power  of  making  these  improyements  in 
us  States,  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  with  respect 
>  the  Territories.  They  were  the  property  of  Congress, 
il4«ct  only  to  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  ceded  by 
le  Btates,  or  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  acted  with  them 
Ithont  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
at  according  to  the  principles  of  the  oonstitutiott  which 
self  hftd  glyen  them  on  the  7th  day  of  Angost,  1789,  when 
adopted  the  great  Territorial  Ordinance  of  Jnly  18th, 
r87.  That  is  the  constitution  of  the  Territories ;  bnt  being 
eonstltntion  glyen  by  Congress,  it  was  subject  to  ezeep- 
Mna  and  modifications  by  its  author.  With  respect  to 
iMids,  canals,  ferries,  Acl,  Congress  has  made  them  in  the 
^rritories,  without  reference  to  the  constitution,  from  the 
me  of  the  first  road,  and  Its  three  ferries,  in  Ohio,  in  17M, 
vhen  Ebenezer  Zane  recelyed  three  sections  of  land,  one 
t  the  crossing  of  the  Muskingum,  one  at  the  Hockhocklng, 
Dd  one  at  the  Scioto,  to  make  the  road  from  Wheeling  to 
imestone,  (Majrsyille,  Kentucky,)  and  keep  It  In  repair, 
ndthe  ferries  in  order;)  from  that  day  to  the  present  Con- 
Teas  has  been  making  these  roads  without  reference  to  the 
onstitution,  because  universally  held  that  the  constitution 
id  not  extend  to  Terrltoriea  In  my  thirty-two  years  of 
ongresaloaal  service  I  can  well  say,  I  never  heard  a  qnes- 
ion  raised  about  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  in  the  Ter- 
Itotles  the  local  improvements  which  it  pleased.  I  have 
•en  members  of  all  political  schools  constantly  voting  for 
*eh  olifects— the  strict  constmotionists  generally  Inq  airing 


ContracU  for  Canmm^  dte. 

Mr.  OooKS  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday^  respecting  certain 
contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small 
arms,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lathbop  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Cocks  said  it  had  been  the  nniversal 
practice  of  the  House,  where  documents  were 
obtained  from  the  Departments  by  special  calls 
of  the  House,  to  allow  the  mover  of  the  call  to 
have  the  documents  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. The  Ck)mmittee  on  Military  Affairs 
were  already  crowded  with  business,  to  which, 
if  they  suitably  attended,  (and  he  did  not  doubt 
they  would  do  so,)  their  hands  would  be  full. 
He  hoped  that  committee  would  make  a  general 
and  timeous  report  on  all  the  matters  before 
them,  so  that  the  House  might  have  opportuni- 
ty to  consider  it  some  time  l^ore  the  appropria- 
tion bill  at  the  close  of  the  session  was  passed. 
He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lathsop  consented  to  withdraw  it  ao- 
cordmgly,  and  the  documents  were  referred,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Oooke,  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Cocke,   Smyth,  Stkrlino,  Mas- 

YIK,    BUOHAKAN,    BaSSETT,     Sud     McLeAN,    of 

Ohio,  were  appointed  tiie  said  select  committee. 

Contested  Election. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb 
to  insert  the  word  "  not"  in  the  second  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
so  as  to  make  it  read  **  that  Parmenio  Adams 
is  ^  nof  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  till 
nearly  three  o'clock,  when,  the  qnestion  being 
taken  on  the  amendment.  It  was  decided  in  the 
native — ^ayes  B5,  noes  112. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  a^eeing 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  ad- 
mits Mr.  Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  116,  nays  86. 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Pabmenio  Adams 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
one  of  the  Representatives  in  this  House  for 
the  State  of  New  York. 

[The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

if  tlie  road  was  limited  to  the  Territory,  and  yoting  for  tlit 
biU  if  it  was.  The  case  of  this  Meiilt>hia  and  LltUe  Book 
road  was  the  strongest  Ulnstratlon  of  the  diiference  between 
a  State  and  a  Territory.  Because  Memphis  was  in  a  StatOi 
and  the  road  was  to  be  exclnslTe  of  it«  (Ji'om  Mtmphit^ 
and  the  first  step  ttom  it  would  hsTe  been  into  the  Missis- 
sippi where  It  was  a  hnndred  feet  deep,  yet  the  bill  was 
required  to  be  altered,  and  the  beginning  point  fixed  incon- 
testably  on  Territorial  ground.— Bnt  this  Is  only  one  case. 
The  statute  book  is  ftill  of  these  Territorial  acts,  and  I  ited 
that  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  no  person  has  ever 
serred  one  term  in  Congress  without  yoting  for  these  local 
Improyements  in  Territories,  even  the  most  strict  consti* 
ttttlonal  constructionist,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  con- 
stltatioB  did  not  extend  to  Territorletk 
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of  a  State  second  to  none  in  its  ardent  devotion 
to  a  stem,  orthodox  republican  creed.  The 
most  propitious  circumstance  attending  this 
impulse  from  Sonth  Carolina  waa^  that  the 
measure  was  in  contemporarj  acoora  wiUi  the 
views  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Rahdolpb)  now  on 
this  floor,  who,  to  an  object  so  patriotic,  pure, 
and  grateful,  lent  the  persuanve  energy  of  his 
eloquence.  This  gentleman  induced  the  House 
to  adopt  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  was  confided  the 
duty  of  inquiring  what  provision,  comporting 
with  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  it  behooved 
Oougress  to  make  for  the  £amily  of  Commodore 
Perry.  To  one,  now  no  more,  (my  lamented 
predecessor,)  who  waa  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, the  virtues  of  whose  noble  heart  were 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  subjects  of  its 
labors,  I  am  indebted,  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
principle  by  which  the  committee  were  gov- 
erned, in  reporting  the  bill  on  this  subject  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1820.  This  cozHuittee, 
Justly  regarding  the  great  and  eminent  services 
of  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  indigent  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  left  his  mother,  and  im- 
mediate family,  thought  it  would  not  be  going 
beyond  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  the 
wants  of  the  individuals  to  be  relieved,  that 
one-half*  of  his  full  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
post  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  divided  between  them  during  certain 
periods,  and  on  certain  contingencies.  The 
very  first  clause  in  this  bill  made  a  separate 
and  distinct  provision  for  his  mother,  precisely 
to  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary  allowance  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.  When,  however,  this 
measure  was  to  be  acted  upon,  some  of  its 
friends,  from  a  fear  lest  the  whole  bill  might  be 
lost  in  contending  for  too  much,  consented  to 
the  erasure  of  this  most  pious  and  beautiful 
feature  in  the  bill ;  one,  the  most  stron^y  in- 
dicative of  the  feeling  and  considerate  grati- 
tude of  the  country.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  chiurman 
of  this  committee,  yielded  to  this  alteration, 
more,  I  have  understood,  from  considerations 
of  policy,  than  from  a  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety. [Mr.  EAin)0LPH  here  said  that  he 
assured  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina 
that  he  had  never  vielded  this  point.]  I  feel 
myself  strengthened  by  the  declaration  of  tiie 
gentleman,  and  that  I  am .  authorized  to  say 
that  he  has  never  surrendered  his  opinion  that 
the  mother  of  your  hero  has  yet  an  uncancelled 
claim  on  your  gratitude  and  justice.  I  feel  that 
I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  opinions  of  this 
gentleman;  for  among  those  who  have  been 
distinguished  in  the  parliamentary  history  of 
your  country,  he  is  tl^  last  man  who  can  be 
accused  of  ever  having  advocated  a  wasteful 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  your  treasure. 

I  have  preferred,  sir,  in  the  narrative  I  have 
given  you,  even  the  risk  of  being  tediously 
minute,  r.ither  than  that  a  single  circumstance 
should  be  omitted,  calculated  to  give  you  a  ^11 
view  of  Mrs.  Perry's  situation.    Her  daim  now 


recurs  with  all  its  original  force,  tad  af  k 
said  to  carry  a  spedes  of  moral  iDtenaii 
its  postponement. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  this  eim  h 
not  come  fully  within  the  scope  of  tk  |» 
ciple  with  which  I  set  ont.  Does  nottUi^f 
stand  in  the  light  of  a  bene&ctresB  tolKra» 
try?  Did  she  not  nonrisli,  at  ha  kaai 
man  who  did  you  a  vast  and  ooontlaiim} 
Did  she  not  instil  into  his  seal  those  usA^ 
ments  which  fitted  him  for  conquest— ^)sf 
ing  after  immortality — that  shining  ud  B» 
cendent  valor — that  refined  and  exalted  dcii^ 
which  give  an  indescribable  channtobiftfli 
character? 

I  fear,  sir,  if  theee  questions  are  mad 
coldly,  even  in  the  affirmative^  amidst  ^^ 
tion  of  many  tonics,  odious  in  their  duutetff,ii 
pernicious  in  tneir  discussion,  we  hsfefiv^ 
ten  a  part  of  what  we  owe  to  the  hero«fi^ 
Erie.    Is  it  an  unreasonable  tra^Mss  spttF 
time,  to  ask  you  to  go  back  with  dm^  &r  ■ 
moment,  to  that  peri^  when  the  victor (<fc 
10th  of  September  flashed  from  one  end  tffli 
Union  to  Uie  other,  with  a  bright  and  chwil 
lustre,  chasing  back  to  the  r^jons  of  «hb 
night  the   clouds  and   darkness  wbiekoi 
seemed  to  have  rested  on  yonr  de^j?  d 
in  the  light  of  its  glory,  giving  new  ardor  fe 
valor,  fresh  hopes  and  confidence  to  ptbiMiaj 
There  was  not  a  heart,  among  seven  ioi!w 
freemen,  amidst  all  the  distractions  of  Fi9 
to  which  it  did  not  bring  gladness  sad  e^ 
tion :  for  the  victory  was  perfect  in  its » 
It  was  complete,  to  entire,  sweeping  sod  e* 
whelming  subjugation.     It  gave  m^? 
fifteen  hundred  miles  of  your^^fiioiitier,  im* 
blow  which  went  home  to  the  pride  of  .^' 
foe,  palsied  the  uplifted  arm  of  his  saTigeil 
and  the  tomahawk  fell  harmless  to  tbe  ^  i 
Amidst  these  events,  your  hero  stands  M*  | 
high  and  resplendent  relief.    But  let  iv  J^ 
spoil  the  moral  grandeur  of  a  scene  wMf  \ 
longs,  by  the  joint  destiny  of  j^ory  and  gjj 
to  the  pencil  of  some  fhture  artist  who  sbM* 
worthy  of  his  theme,  in  feeling,  in  /oA  ■* 
all  its  matchless  sublimity.     Let  his  eiP^ 
then,  breathe  with  all  the  animatioDi«>* 
and  glories  of  art    To  him  be  «»^^"5 
taric  of  representing  your  hero  in  the  nw»* 
a  carnage  unexampled  in  the  annals  (i^^^!''^ 
warfare,  carrying  victoriously  the  tac»»J| 
Rodney  to  a  duzling  excess,  never  «■*» 
plated  by  that  hardy  veteran  in  the  ioW^ 
of  his  valor. 

There  are,  Mr.  Chaurman,  some  P«^JJ? 
claims  of  gratitude  which  snrrire  the  biW"J 
ual,  and  remidn  on  this  side  of  the  gff^Vj 
is  when  the  object  of  our  gratitude  is  reij^ 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  kmdnessy  thsttli«p 
and  enlightened  instinct  of  this  '^^'^^J^iJ^ 
ment  of  our  nature  induces  aa  to  go  fow  P 
seek  for  those  our  benefactor  loTod  p^^** 
on  them  to  lavish  the  tributes  of  this««««J[ 
ed  obligation.  No  stone,  erected  l>/^^^ 
try,  marks  even  the  spot  where  the 
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for  gallant  ooontrTman  are  mouldering  into  '*  a 
old  olod  of  the  v alle  j ;  *^  but  this  pittance,  poor 
8  it  is,  which  is  asked  for  his  parent,  will  be 
tore  consoling  to  his  manes  than  monnmental 
Jones,  in  which  the  genius  of  Chantry  and  Oa- 
kova  might  contend  for  mastery.  Death  has 
lot  paid  the  obligations  of  gratitude  yon  owe 
our  hero.  They  surrive  in  the  person  of  the 
'enerable  being  who  gave  him  birth.  The 
MTce  of  this  truth  it  is  1^  vain  for  yon  to  escape, 
t  is  but  a  cold  and  heartless  sophistry,  which 
UemptB  to  discriminate  between  the  gratitude 
i  a  country  or  Government,  and  that  which 
lecomes  an  individual.  They  are  obligations 
I  equivalent  authority,  and  rest  upon  the  sound- 
ie3s  of  the  same  principle. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  inquire,  whether  the  propos- 
d  annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Mrs. 
I^iry  is  not  fully  within  that  frugality  which 
»ught  to  govern  our  bounty.  Does  this  sum 
dlow  for  any  thing  more  than  the  absolute  sus- 
enanoe  of  life?  Do  you  give,  in  such  an 
mount,  one  farthing  to  pride  or  luxury?  Let 
ae  next  ask,  whether  the  payment  of  this  sum 
»  within  your  ability  ?  On  this  point  I  am  ad- 
nonished  into  silence  by  the  ndicule  which 
rould  await  such  a  discussion.  Nor  will  I  per- 
ait  you  to  plead  economy,  when  I  see  so  little 
if  it  employed  in  matters  which  have  a  per^ 
onal  reference  to  yourselves,  and  in  objects 
»ver  which  we  have  a  direct  control.  The 
iestimonies  of  your  extravagance  are  about  me. 
rbe  cost  of  one  of  those  columns  which  uphold 
he  dome  of  this  cheerless  waste  of  magnificence, 
rould  provide  afund,  the  interest  of  whidi  woula 
Qpport  the  parent  of  our  hero  during  the  rem- 
lant  of  her  life ;  and  all  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
loeed  annuity  would  twice  over  be  pidd,  dur- 
Dg  its  utmost  duration,  from  the  amount  which 
re  annually  pay  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
tewspq)e]u  Precedents  of  self-gratification  it 
eems  are  never  dangerous.  But,  in  bestowing 
^  pittance  on  the  mother  of  your  gaUant  bene- 
Mtor,  there  ma>  be  something  superlatively 
«rilous  in  the  example.  Let  me  not  be  told 
hat  you  have  alreadv  done  enough  in  provid- 
ng  for  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
^erry.  I  say,  in  this  you  have  done  nobly; 
»ut  something  yet  remains  to  complete  your 
tenefaotion,  to  which  you  are  urged  by  the 
trongest  claims :  for  the  situation  of  his  mo- 
her  IB  equally  as  exigent,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
•  that  of  his  wife  and  cnildren ;  and  the  rela- 
ions  of  the  one  to  the  object  of  your  gratitude, 
le  quite  as  proximate  as  those  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Hkkbt,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  rise 
rith  the  hope  of  emulating  the  thrilling  and 
Mrsuasive  eloquence  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
h)m  South  Carolina.  Ue  was  fiir,  very  far  from 
proposing  to  himself  an  effort  so  vain,  so  unavail- 
Dg.  It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  present  to 
be  committee  a  few  plain  considerations,  prov- 
ng,  as  he  conceived,  that  the  provision  con- 
templated by  this  bill  was  strictly  compatible 
vith  the  established  practice  and  the  sound 
Nioy  of  the  Government.    I  shall  assume,  said 


he,  as  the  foundation  of  theremai'ks  I  intend  to 
submit,  that  the  principle  on  which  the  nresent 
application  rests,  has  been  already  settled  in  the 
act  passed  by  a  former  Congress,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  wife  and  children  of  the  lamented 
Perry.  What  was  the  inducement  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act?  Was  it  not  because  the  de- 
ceased hero  was  endeared  to  the  nation  by 
his  eminent  services ;  and  because,  by  his  un- 
timely death,  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  the 
principal  sufferers  by  an  affliction  which  cover- 
ed our  land  with  mourning,  were  deprived  of 
the  means  of  decent  subsistence  ?  Why  should 
the  aged  and  venerable  mother  of  the  deceased 
be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  a  similar  pro- 
vision? Was  she  less  deeply  affected  by  the 
tidings  of  his  death  ?  Who  can  adequately  con- 
ceive the  anguish  of  a  mother  who  mourns  for 
her  first  bom  ?  Must  she  be  excluded  because 
she  was  not  the  object  of  his  tender  regard,  as 
well  as  his  wife  and  his  children ;  or  because 
the  obligation  on  his  part  to  maintain  her  in  de- 
cency and  comfort  was  less  sacred,  less  imperish- 
able ?  The  tie  which  binds  tibe  parent  to  the 
child,  and  the  child  to  the  parent,  as  it  is  the 
eldest,  so  it  is,  also,  the  latest  of  human  obliga- 
tions. The  sentiment  which  draws  a  son  to  a 
virtuous  and  exemolary  mother,  to  whom  he 
owes  an  immense  aebt  of  gratitude^and  duty, 
constitutes  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  refined 
affections  of  Uie  human  heart.  It  begins  with 
his  being — he  is  nourished  by  her  strength — 
^'  from  lips  that  he  loves  "  he  learns  the  lessons 
of  truth,  of  wisdom,  and  sincerity ;  and  by  her 
plastic  hand,  whilst  his  heart  is  yet  soft  and  duc- 
tile, he  is  moulded  to  virtue,  to  manliness,  and 
patriotism.  Tell  me  not  of  tlie  influence  of 
learning  and  philosophy;  or  of  the  acknowl- 
edged authority  of  paternal  example.  These 
are  indeed  essential :  they  are  capable  of  doing 
much.  But  aU  these  will  be  insuflicient  to  make 
any  man  great,  if  the  proper,  the  indispensable 
foundation  be  not  laid  in  tne  nursery.  I  appeal 
to  every  honorable  gentleman  to  recollect  the 
infinite  benefits  he  derives  from  the  loveliest, 
the  best,  and  most  virtuous  half  of  our  species, 
and  then,  to  say,  if  he  can,  that  the  picture  1 
have  attempted  to  delineate  is  exaggerated. 
We  have  heiu^d  repeated  allusions  to  the  bril- 
liant achievements  and  wonder-working  ex- 
ample of  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  lias  it  never 
occurred  to  the  committee^  that  to  the  early 
training  and  correct  disciplme  of  the  venerable 
lady  whose  name  has  been  so  often  mentioned, 
he  was  indebted  for  the  infusion  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  bore  him  upwards  in  the  path  of 
life ;  and  finally  rendered  his  own  name  illus- 
trious, and  covered  the  annals  of  his  country 
with  a  fiood  of  glory  ? 

Mr.  WiCKunrE,  of  Kentucky,  being  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  by  way  of  trying  the  strength  of  the  House 
on  the  subject,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bilL  (in  effect  to  r^ecl  it.)  Mr.  W. 
said  he  felt,  ana  sensibly  felt,  the  force  of  the 
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remarks  which  had  been  so  eloquently  made  bj 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  on  the  sub- 
ject, founded  on  the  merits  of  the  hero  whose 
mother  was  to  be  benefited  by  this  bUl.  No  one, 
he  said,  felt  more  sensibly  than  himself  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  principle  of  gratitude,  and  on 
aU  occasions,  as  an  individual,  and  in  public  life, 
he  would  acknowledge  them ;  and  it  was  with 
extreme  regret  that  this  individual  case  should 
be  the  first  presented  to  him  here,  in  which  he 
found  himself  bound  to  yield  to  imperious  duty 
the  dictates  of  mere  feeling.  It  was  not  a  be- 
lief that  the  present  applicant  for  t^e  bounty  of 
Congress  w^as  undeserving — not  a  disagreement 
in  the  sentiments  as  to  her  situation,  which  had 
been  expressed  by  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken,  that  induced  him  to  make  this  motion ; 
but  the  principle  that  it  is  dangerous  in  a  re- 
publican Government  to  extend  the  system  of 
pensioning  beyond  the  extent  already  recognized 
by  this  Government,  and  acted  upon  for  the  last 
forty  years.  I  ask  you,  said  he,  if  we  begin 
thus  to  extend  it,  where  shall  we  stop  ?  This  is 
a  case  possessing  strong  claims  upon  our  sym- 
pathy, but  it  Lb  not  the  only  one  of  the  same 
character.  Is  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry 
the  only  one  which  has  been  achieved  for  our 
country  ?  And  if  we  are  to  go  on  to  pension  the 
mothers  of  our  distinguished  heroes,  the  pensions 
are  not  less  due  to  the  mothers  of  the  honest 
men  who  carry  knapsacks,  than  to  those  of  the 
distinguished  individuals  who  lead  them  into 
action.  Shall  we  extend  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  to  the  mothers  of  men  who  hold  a 
distinguished  rank  in  society,  and  when  applica- 
tion is  made  in  behalf  of  others  who  need  it 
more,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  deserving,  tell 
them  we  can  extend  our  benevolence  only  to 
those  who  died  in  leading  armies  or  squadrons  to 
battle  ?  Shall  I  be  confined  to  any  section  of  this 
country  to  point  out  instances  of  men  who  have 
died  in  service,  leaving  parents  in  a  humble 
and  suffering  condition?  If  we  are  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  this  bill  in  any  case,  said  Ur, 
W.,  I  should  be  for  going  the  whole ;  let  us  pass 
a  pension  law  providing  for  the  support  of 
the  widowed  mothers  of  all  our  deceased  he- 
roes.   I  am  not  for  making  these  distinctions. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
feared,  after  the  eloquent  appeals  that  had 
£edlen  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  that  he  should  be  heard  with  apathy, 
if  not  worse ;  but  he  could  not  but  think  that, 
in  the  discussion  which  the  subject  had  received 
from  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  too  great  a  range 
had  been  allowed  to  feeling,  and  not  quite 
enough  to  cool,  dispassionate  judgment.  In  the 
internal  policy  of  this  country,  no  maxim  was 
more  fixed  or  more  important  than  one  which 
had  been  well  expressed  by  one  of  our  own 
statesmen,  that  an  extensive  pension  list,  under 
a  free  Republic,  was  very  inexpedient.  We  have 
laid  down  on  this  subject  a  principle  to  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  adhere.  When  a  soldier  falls 
in  battle,  or  is  disabled  by  wounds  while  fight- 
ing for  tho  country,  his  widow,  if  he  dies,  or 


hunself,  if  he  lives,  shall  receive  sopponln 
the  funds  of  the  nation.  But,  vben  joaa 
leave  this  simple  and  just  rule  (^proeec&( 
where  are  you  to  stop?  It  maj  pertup,ii 
some  cases,  be  admissible  to  provide  a  ta^ 
rary  aid  for  the  children  of  those  vbo  &  k 
the  field,  but  the  idea  that  the  natioo  isbca 
to  support  the  widows,  children  snd  ilm 
of  all  who  die  in  its  service,  is  chimeriGil  mlti 
And  yet  it  comes  to- this.  For,  if  tJienKitb 
of  those  who  die  in  the  Navy  are  to  be  q& 
tained,  why  not  of  those  who  die  in  ^ioafi 
If  the  mothers  of  officers  of  high  rank,  wiirgtf 
of  subaltern  officers?  Nay,  whjnolcfik 
common  soldier  ?  He  risks  his  life  £f  i^ 
country  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  l&i  m- 
mander ;  so  that  even  on  the  groond  olkss^ 
the  reasons  for  the  bill  entirely  fail  Sbfi  n 
not  feel  as  much  for  the  poor  man  le  tkiid^ 
for  the  humble  but  patriotic  soldier,  »£?  3 
more  elevated  companion  in  arms ?  Ib.Cd 
he  was  in  Congress  when  the  bill  for  tbe^ 
port  of  the  w5e  and  children  of  CoduihAb 
Perry  passed  the  House.  It  was  known  »i 
who  were  in  the  House  at  that  time,  Hut  ^ 
bill  had  been  advocated  by  two  c^  the  norifr 
tinguished  men  that  ever  sat  in  CongKSt^ 
of  whom,  (Mr.  Lowiibes,)  now  dumberedEdi 
grave — the  other  was  yet  a  member  (rf  * 
House.  It  was  to  the  bursts  of  resbtks» 
quence  which  broke  from  the  lips  now  ^ 
death,  that  the  passage  of  that  bill  vis  dim 
to  be  attributed ;  it  was  passed  in  a  mome*" 
enthusiasm ;  the  news  of  the  death  of  Coo^ 
dore  Perry  had  ^ust  reached  the  House,* 
feelings  were  excited  which  nothing  coQld(i|^ 
trol.  But  this  body  ought  not  to  he  undir  • 
government  of  mere  feeUng  when  about  tow 
late ;  it  must  bridle  its  passions,  and  ^^^^ 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  Some  umfona  r* 
ought  to  be  established.  Already  the  pels'* 
list  of  this  young  country  is  swelled  to  «« 
than  two  millions.  In  fifty  years,  ssked  Kr.  U 
if  we  proceed  as  we  have  done,  what  wffl^W 
He  was  seriously  affected  by  the  Pf**^!* 
was  now  proposed  to  set.  mis,  Peny  i#»J| 
much  distressed,  and  it  was  not  ^^^Jr^: 
her  son  had  covered  his  country  *'^'^  J^' 
His  merit  was  undisputed ;  and,  he  ^'<^'"°.^ 
it  was  unsurpassed,  too,  by  any  officer «  * 
own  grade.  But  what  then?  He  could  go*^ 
a  long  list  of  worthies,  for  whose  &niiitf» 
provision  had  been  made.  There  were,  «^ 
hour,  hundreds  of  parents,  to  whom  ^.^ 
try  owed  much,  who  were  in  the  same  orflj 
stances  with  Mrs.  Perry.  One  instaB«  » 
recently  been  quoted  on  that  ^oor^  ^^t. 
Mrs.  Denny.  The  thing  was  unavoid^  ^ 
was  one  of  the  fruits,  the  lamentable  »«« 


cessary  fruits  of  war,  in  all  ages  and  ^^^ 
Mr.  MoDuFFiB,  of  South  Carolina,  n^^ 
the  fioor.  He  commenced  his  observi»«»  ?j 
saying  that  he  should  feel  deep  regret. »>  JJ^  • 
discharge  of  his  public  duty,  as  a nwm'^,*S 
House  he  should  ever  find  the  diotates^P^ 
ipatible  with  the  sentiments  of  g**^ 
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nd  maxims  of  moral  justice.  Bat  ho  was  grati- 
ied  to  believe  that  that  whioh  the  heart  of  every 
ipright  and  honorable  man  would  prompt  him 
0  do,  was  that  which  might  be  sustained,  as 
he  tme  policy  of  a  Gk>vemment,  on  the  cool 
dnciples  of  reason,  and  by  an  apoeal  to  the 
onndest  dictates  of  practical  wisaom.  The 
iresent  measare  was  an  appeal  to  gralitade. 
otmded  on  the  principles  of  expediency.  Did 
le  not  believe  that  this  bill  was  founded  on 
onsidcratioDs  of  the  most  enlarged  expediency, 
le  would  at  once  abandon  the  bill  as  indttfen- 
ible.  What,  he  asked,  is  the  great  object  of  a 
k>vemment,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
laval  service,  on  which  the  honor  and  even  the 
afety  of  the  country  so  much  depend  ?  With- 
ut  bravery,  military  renown,  heroism,  what  is 

>  nation?  A  multitude  of  individuals,  little 
letter  Uian  a  rabble.  Without  national  charac- 
er,  what  are  we  ?  Can  too  high  inducements 
le  presented  for  the  achievements  of  valor 
rhich  serve  to  elevate,  and  even  constitute  that 
hiuracter  ?  Oan  such  achievements  be  estimated 
\j  money  f  They  cannot.  It  was,  therefore, 
le  argued,  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  to  pursue 
nch  a  course  as  would  foster  the  feelings  and 
[eeds  upon  whioh  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
ountrv  depend. 

Against  these  sound  and  self-evident  views  of 
ation^  policy,  views  that  were  founded  in  the 
ature  of  man.  what  were  the  ar^pmients  urged  ? 
lie  danger  or  the  precedent :  if  we  pass  this 
)01,  it  was  said,  we  must,  in  justice,  allow  all 
imilar  claims,  and  where  will  it  stop  ?  To  this 
rgument,  Mr.  MoD.  said,  he  had  a  short  an- 
wer.  Let  all  claims  of  equal  force  with  this 
laim  be  allowed  in  their  fullest  extent.  That 
ountry,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  cannot  be  poor,  which 
as  many  such  claims  to  satisfy,  rich,  indeed,  is 
bat  nation  whose  treasury  is  in  danger  of  em- 
overishment  by  claims  like  this.  The  gentle- 
lan  from  Georgia  has  said,  that  if  we  extend 
id  to  the  aged  parents  of  our  officers,  we  are 
Iso  bound  to  do  the  same  for  our  common 
[ddiers.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  KoD.,  admit  that, 
osition.  This  claim  rests  not  simply  on  the 
let  of  Mrs.  Perry  being  the  mother  of  Oommo- 
ore  Perry,  but  on  the  additional  idea  that  she 
^ood  to  him,  when  living,  in  the  relation  of  a 
ependent  on  him  for  support :  his  bounty  fed 
er.  When  he  died,  another  son  assumed  the 
ious  task  :  of  his  fate  none  of  us  are  ignorant ; 
e  magnanimously  sacrificed  his  life  in  an  effort 

>  save  his  comrade,  and  with  hui  life  her  support 
^as  cut  off.  Replying  to  another  part  of  Mr. 
Iobb's  argument,  Mr.  MoD.  went  on  to  say, 
lere  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  case  of 

high-spirited  and  distinguished  officer,  and 
mt  of  a  common  soldier.  The  latter  has  duties 
f  a  &r  i  Dferior  kind,  and  is  induced,  in  most 
ttes.  to  enter  on  their  performance  from 
lercenar}'  motives — ^he  enters  the  service  for 
is  daily  bread.  Not  so  the  officer.  He  chooses 
tie  profession  for  its  own  sake,  and  is  tempted 
0  the  choice  by  the  love  of  fame.  The  duties 
f  a  common  soldier  are  performed  if  he  fights 


bravely,  stands  at  his  post,  and  obeys  orders; 
whilst  the  duties  of  the  officer  are  of  the  most 
arduous  character  and  of  the  highest  national 
importance.  And  when  a  nation  has  in  its 
service  high-minded  and  chivalrous  officers,  it  is 
her  soundest  policy  to  set  them  free  from  pecu- 
niary anxiety.  Mr.  MoD.  said  he  could  see  no 
danger  in  the  precedent,  in  this  case.  The 
services  of  the  son,  and  the  strict  and  entire  de- 
pendence of  the  mother,  formed  a  peculiarity 
in  the  case  which  prevented  that  danger.  The 
mother  was^  in  this  reispect,  in  the  place  of  one  of 
the  children  of  the  officer.  To  them  the  country 
becomes  a  father — why  should  it  not  become 
to  her  as  a  son  ?  The  extension  of  the  pension 
list,  by  cases  of  parents  in  such  circumstances, 
was  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  lady  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  is  far  advanced  in  years — ^the 
pension,  if  granted,  cannot  long  continue — the 
subject  of  its  bounty  must  soon  sleep  in  the 
grave.  It  was  more  safe  to  provide  for  the 
parents  than  for  the  children  of  our  defenders ; 
their  number  could  never  be  formidable,  nor 
the  duration  of  their  pensions  long.  He  had 
said  that  there  would  be  no  danger  in  granting 
this  aid — he  would  add,  there  would  be  danger 
in  refusing  it. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  next  ad- 
dressed the  committee;  he  had  no  intention, 
he  said,  when  he  came  to  the  House,  of  partici- 

Sating  in  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  the 
ebate  had,  however,  assumed  such  an  interest- 
ing character,  that  he  felt  himself  urged  by 
considerations  of  duty  and  feeling  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
serious  opposition  to  the  bill ;  he  had  hoped  it 
would  have  passed  unanimously,  and  that  the 
Hotise  (besides  performing  a  sacred  duty)  would 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
application  was  met,  to  have  soothed,  in  some 
measure,  the  affiictions  and  sorrow  of  this  ven- 
erable lady  for  the  loss  of  her  gallant  son.  He 
regretted  that  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and 
Kentucky  should  have  felt  it  necessary,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  to  oppose  this  bill,  and 
that  regret  was  occasioned  by  the  character  of 
their  opposition.  The  committee  had  been  told 
that  the  precedent  which  they  were  about  to 
set,  in  passing  this  bill,  was  one  of  alarming 
and  dangerous  character  I  That  the  policy  of 
the  Government  demanded  its  rejection,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  limit  to  applications 
upon  our  bounty.  Mr.  8.  denied  that  this 
would  be  the  case — ^this  was  not  an  application 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government ;  nor  was  it 
an  application  to  the  cold-handed  charity  or 
generosity  of  the  House.  It  was  an  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation!  for 
there  could  not,  he  said,  under  Heaven,  be  a 
more  just  claim  than  that  which  was  presented 
by  a  parent  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  But  was  the  House  to  be  fettered  by 
rules  and  precedents  ?  For  his  part,  he  cared 
not  for  precedents.  He  thought  it  was  only 
necessary  to  leave  the  dociBion  to  the  justice  of 
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the  Honse,  and  that  precedents  might  be  dis- 
pensed   with.      Barely,  gentlemen    were   not 
afraid  that  precedents  for  conferring  honor  and 
gratitude  on  distinguished  merit,  would  become 
too  numerous  1    Nor  did  he  regard  the  number 
of  applications  which  might  be  made.    He  was 
prepared  to  give  relief  to  all  who  were  entitled 
to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation — 
gratitude  for  seryices  could  not  be  too  much  ap- 
plauded.   The  generosity  of  our  national  char- 
acter was  dear  to  the  people,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  by  their  representatives,    lie  would 
place  the  aged  parent,  and  especially  the  moth- 
er, by  the  side  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan — 
and  he  would  do  this,  not  only  in  relation  to 
our  gallant  officers,  but  to  the  humblest  man 
who  should  die  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
Mr.  8.  asked  what  principle  of  justice,  or  mo- 
tive of  policy  was  it  that  did  not  operate  as 
strongly  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.    If  the 
object  of  Government  in  providing  protection 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,  be  to  excite  in  your 
gallant  defenders  a  spirit  of  emulation  and 
patriotism,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  deeds  of 
noble  and  daring  character,  why  might  we  not 
expect  the  same  result,  in  providing  for  the 
helpless  and  aged  parent  ?    Did  gentlemen  re- 
quire that  the  feelings  of  the  son  were  to  be 
lost  in  those  of  the  husband  or  father  ?    Did 
they  believe  that  all  the  moral  considerations 
of  filial  attachment  and  affection,  which  influ- 
ence the  heart,  and  which  dignify  and  adorn 
the  human  character,  belonged  not  to  the  hero  ? 
There  was  a  sacredness,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  feel- 
ings of  a  son  towards  an  aged  and  venerable 
mother,  which  could  not  be  expressed.    It  is 
the  primeval  bond  of  society,  and  the  sacra- 
ment of  our  nature.    What  do  you  imagine 
would  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  gaUant 
Perry,  whilst  he  was  bearing  your  thunder  in 
triumph  on  the  mountain  wave,  if  he  had  sup- 
posed that  that  country  for  whom  he  was  pre- 
Earcd  to  offer  up  his  life,  would  have  suffered 
is  aged  mother  to  be  thrown  upon  the  cold 
charity  of  the  world,  to  beg  for  a  precarious 
subsistence  ?  What  would  the  nation  have  said, 
after  the  battle  of  Erie,  if  the  manner  in  which 
this  application  has  been  met  tonday,  had  been 
then  foretold  ?    Almighty  God !  is  it  possible, 
that  in  this  country,  where  triumph  such  pure 
and  liberal  principles,  and  where  the  character 
of  man  has  been  so  exalted,  tiie  charge  of  na- 
tional injustice  and  ingratitude  is  to  be  sus- 
tained ?    But,  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he  was  wrong  in 
placing  the  parent  upon  the  same  footing  with 
Hhe  wife ;  yet,  was  this  not  a  case  which  stood 
upon  peculiar  grounds,  and  claimed  especially 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation  ?    Who 
was  the  applicant  ?    The  mother  of  five  sons, 
who  had  devoted  their  all  to  their  country,  and 
two  of  whom  had  died  in  its  service  1 — ^the 
mother  of  one  of  your  noblest  and  most  distin- 
guished heroes — a  man  who  exalted  your  na- 
tional character,  by  the  splendor  of  his  victo- 
ries and  valor,  and  added  to  your  arms  imper- 
ishable honor  I    Let  gentlemen  cast  back  their  1 


eye  to  the  history  of  the  past  war.  Do  ik? 
forget  the  difiicultaes  under  which  it  t» 
menced,  and  the  disasters  which  bdidi  i) 
Roused  from  a  long  peace  of  thirtj  jeui  ai 
of  our  Revolutionary  heroes  gone,  vithmtci- 
cers  of  experience,  without  milituj  scieDK  i 
military  establishments,  a  dark  gloom  pemU 
the  Union ;  it  was  the  American  navy  (filled  itt 
our  gallant  and  hardy  sons  of  the  oceiBiiai 
first  broke  the  gloom,  and  raised  to  its  \^ 
pitch  the  enthusiasm  of  the  nation.  Bo  |» 
tlemen  forget  how  soon  they  proved  to  tk  a* 
my  that  her  soldiers  were  not  infiidt^iv 
her  Wooden  walls  invulnerable?  Etch  fit 
land  was  forced  to  acknowledge  their  mfiat 
ity,  and  Europe  stood  confounded.  Tit  biA 
of  Lake  Erie  was  then  huled  as  a  rietar.^ 
rions  and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  mtiBtt 
In  its  consequences  it  was  almo.«t  uiKXioifai 
It  ff^ept  from  the  enemy  the  labors  of  w  I 
century,  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  her  Bid 
power  upon  the  Lakes,  (which  rendered  ki 
that  quarter  invulnerable,)  and  enabled  hst 
wield,  with  powerful  effect,  the  ann  d  tb 
ruthless  savage.  It  was  Perry  who  M^xd 
this  victory ;  it  was  his  valor  whidi  h«  » 
dered  Lake  Erie  a  monument  of  Amerieu  j^ 
ry,  and  made  the  name  of  your  countirre^ 
able  in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  AndM 
when  tlie  mother  of  this  gallant  chieftuB{)f 
whom  she  was  supported)  comes  and  dao*^ 
from  the  representatives  of  that  ooimtxy  wlM 
he  has  thus  honored,  bread,  we  are  tdd  topf 
her  a  stone.  Economy  and  pdicy,  too,  vttf 
told,  require  it,  and  the  people  expect  it  & 
said  Mr.  8.,  this  is  a  slander  upon  the  ofl^ 
Let  those  who  oppose  this  bill  go  back  toft* 
constituents,  and  tell  them  what  thtj  \0 
done ;  that  they  turned  from  their  door>* 
evening  of  a  long  life,  the  aged  and  ^<"** 
mother  of  the  gallant  Perry,  and  doomed  m 
to  tiie  charity  of  the  world ;  and  if  their  e» 
duct  is  not  r^roached,  I  can  only  sty,  thtf  • 
people  whom  they  represent  are  whoU/ 
the  generous  and  high-minded  and  h 
freemen  whom  I  have  the  honor  and 
to  represent  on  this  floor.  1^,  said  Jfr. 
call  upon  the  House  to  pause,  in  the  vote 
are  about  to  pve;  I  conjure  gentlemen 
every  motive  which  can  bind  them  to  a  < 
discharge  of  duty — ^for  the  honor  of  the 
and  its  justice,  not  to  reject  this  wJ«*^ 
let  their  mistaken  notions  of  cold,  cakwP 
policy  perish  in  the  blaze  of  more  generMi 
better  feeling,  and,  by  unanimity,  afltraa^^ 
comfort  and  consolation  to  the  wretched  f**) 
of  this  gallant  chief,  and  pour  into  to  ff"^ 
bosom  the  balm  of  a  nation^s  grttitride. 

Mr.  Olat  (the  Speaker)  aaid  he  WP«^*5 
tremely  that  the  views  which  he  entertM^j* 
this  subject  were  such  as  would  sot  «^*J5 
to  accord  with  the  gentlemen  who  fWJa 
the  bilL  If  it  were  a  question  mepd?  «3 
ing,  he  should  probably  aocomp«nj  o^j^' 
to  it  with  those  eulogiums  so  «2??«2 » 
stowed  upon  the  Victor  of  l*k«  *^  "* 
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justly  merited.    If  the  amount  of  money  which 
the  bill  proposed  to  disburse  was  the  only  ob- 
jection to  it,  he  should  not  have  offered  any 
opposition ;  bat  it  was  the  principle  of  the  bill 
against  which  he  protested,  and  he  conjured 
gentlemen,  before  they  gave  their  assent  to  this 
bill,  to  pause,  lest,  imder  the  influence  of  the 
bursts  of  eloquence  which  had  been  heard  to- 
day, they  should  be  instrumental  in  establish- 
ing a  principle  which  he  belieyed  to  be  preg- 
nant with  infinite  mischief.    The  principle  of 
the  present  system  of  pensions  is,  that,  for  the 
support  of  him  who  is  disabled  by  wounds,  or 
the  family  of  him  who  falls  in  battle,  provision 
shall  be  made  from  the  Treasury.    Commodore 
Perry  neither  fell^  nor  was  he  wounded,  in  bat- 
tle.   In  the  case  of  his  wife  and  children,  then, 
there  had  been  already  a  departure  from  the 
principle  of  our  pension  list,  and  now  a  still 
farther   departure  from  it  was  proposed,  in 
order  to  provide  for  another  relative  of  the 
same  officer.    Mr.  Clat  called  upon  gentlemen 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from 
the  true  view  of  this  question,  by  the  seductive 
illoaions  of  military  or  naval  glory.    Was  there 
no  servioe  but  the  military  or  naval?    Was 
there  no  instance,  in  civil  service,  ^f  meritori- 
ous individuals  dying  whilst  in  the  public  em- 
ploy, and  leaving  families,  pining  in  want  and 
overwhelmed  in  distress  ?    Mr.  0.  here  alluded 
to  the  case  of  a  distinguished  individual,  (Mr. 
Gerry,  it  is  supposed,)  who,  not  many  years 
ago,  holding  a  high  civil  office,  died  literally  in 
the  discharge  of  his  pubUo  duty,  far  advanced 
in  years,  and  leaving  a  destitute  family.    That 
case,  said  he,  is  well  remembered ;  and  do  we 
not  all  know,  that  every  species  of  relief  or 
compensation  was  refu^  to  his  affiicted  fam- 
VLj  ?    Mr.  0.  asked  gentlemen  to  regard  all  ser- 
vices with  an  equal  eye,  and  not  make  unjust 
diacnminations.   And,  on  the  score  of  gratitude, 
he  asked,  is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  we  opera- 
tion of  that  feeliuff  on  the  public  counsels? 
Whaty  ho  asked  furtner,  is  the  basis  of  our  pres- 
ent pension  list?     Gratitude.     What  is  the 
basis  npon  which,  in  other  countries,  aristocra- 
cies are  erected,  and  titles  and  honors  showered 
on  individuals,  to  be  transmitted  down  to  their 
remotest    posterity,  but  the  same  principle? 
Ifr.  O.  said  he  should  not,  however,  have  risen, 
but  for  some  general  observations  on  this  sub- 
feot^  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Soath  Carolina^  on  national  glory.   If  you  wish 
to  make  your  country  illustrious,  said  Mr.  C, 
fCfa  most  diffuse  your  glory.    It  is  not  your 
itt'oes — God  knows  we  have  had  enough  of 
hem  within  the  last  twenty  years— every  man 
low  is  a  hero— it  is  not  your  heroes,  but  the 
)ody  of  the  people,  the  men  who  fight  your 
)atUes^   to  whom  you  are  indebted  for  your 
afety  and  your  eminence  as  a  nation.    But  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  talking  of  the 
oldiera,  says  they  fight  for  pay  only,  whilst 
heir  conunanders  fight  for  glory.    Is  this  the 
aae  ?     Look,  sir,  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
endercd  more  familiar  to  our  memory  by  the 
Vol.  Va-40 


very  recent  celebration  of  its  anniversary ;  tho 
militia  who  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  enemy,  and  met  him  step  by  step, as  he  ad- 
vanced, were  they  actuated  by  a  mercenary 
principle?  No,  sir;  far  otherwise.  Mr.  0. 
went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  ever  been  disposed, 
as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  public, 
interest,  to  rewarid  our  successful  commanders 
and  illustrate  their  services ;  but  the  body  of 
the  people  it  is  on  whose  virtue  and  valor  we 
must  depend  for  the  preservation  of  our  liber- 
ties. l4  in  awarding  pensions,  Congress  went 
one  step  beyond  the  p^nciples  already  recog- 
nized, where  would  they  stop  ?  They  must  go 
on  without  limit,  examining  in  det^  the  cir- 
cumstances which  constitute  each  particular 
claim  preferred  upon  the  public  bounty,  and 
measure  it  out  accordingly.  Under  the  present 
system,  which  allows  pensions  for  death  or  dis- 
ability incurred  in  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  general  rule  which  does  not  depend  on  cir- 
cumstances, and  may  be  safely  applied.  It  is 
one  which  depends  upon  facts,  and  not  upon 
eloquent  appetJs  to  the  feelings,  by  yielding  to 
which,  principle  might  be  disregarded.  This 
was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
precedent,  should  the  present  bill  pass.  What 
has  become  of  him,  said  Mr.  Clay,  who  was 
second  to  Commodore  Perry  in  his  memorable 
conflict  ?  He  too  has  fallen,  and  his  family,  it 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  us,  is  suf- 
fering from  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  of 
aid.  Turning  to  the  State  from  which  he  came, 
where,  Mr.  C.  asked,  is  the  widow  of  Colonel 
White,  bom  to  a  splendid  fortune,  the  whole  of 
which  was  expended  in  the  Revolutionary  war  ? 
She  is  old,  ana  in  need  of  aid.  I  have,  said  he, 
a  petition  to  present  to  this  House,  from  this 
venerable  lady,  making  the  most  feeling  appeal 
to  Congress  in  her  behalf;  yet,  in  answerinff 
her  letter,  assuring  her  of  the  pleasure  I  should 
have  in  presenting  her  memonal  to  the  House, 
I  did  not  venture  to  hold  out  to  her  the  most 
distant  hope  of  success  in  her  application. 
Look  abroad,  said  Mr.  C,  in  all  the  walks  of 
life,  and  see  how  many  indigent  families  there 
are  of  individuals  who  have  rendered  most  dis- 
tinguished services  to  their  country.  Shall  we 
select  the  families  of  those  who  wore  epaulettes 
on  their  shoulders  and  swords  by  their  sides, 
for  peculiar  favor,  whilst  we  leave  to  pine  in 
penury  the  families  of  those  who  have  spent 
their  lives  in  civil  service  ?  Not,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  he  would  extend  the  principle  of  pensions 
to  civil  life ;  but  he  would  restrict  it  to  its  , 
present  limit,  within  which  it  is  safe.  There 
was  nothing  more  insinuating  than  applications 
of  this  description.  But,  he  said,  look  to  what 
they  had  led  in  other  coxmtries.  Look  to  the 
pension  list  of  England,  swelled  to  an  amount 
enormously  great.  Nay,  look  to  our  own  pen- 
sion list,  alr^y  amounting  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually.  Let  us  not,  said  Mr. 
Clay,  surrender  ourselves  to  the  captivating 
eloquence  which  we  have  heard  on  this  occa- 
sion, on  all  sides  of  the  House ;  let  us  rather  be 
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influenoed  by  reason,  principle,  and  precedent. 
Let  as  pat  some  limit  to  this  principle  of  gniti- 
tnde,  however  Justly  it  has  been  extolled,  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina, 
now  no  more,  first  introduced  a  bill  oontaininf 
this  provision,  as  well  as  the  one  which  passed 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Commodore  Perry,  I  told  the  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  we  were  going  too  far.  When  I 
appealed  to  his  better  Judgment,  and  pointed 
out  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  precedent,  he 
consented  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  the 
moUier.  I  hope  we  to«  shall,  on  this  occasion, 
availing  ourselves  of  his  enlightened  wisdom, 
pursue  the  course  which  it  dictated  to  him,  and 
refose  to  pass  this  bilL 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the  sin- 
(^e  purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  Just  sat  down,  how,  upon  his  own  prin- 
ciples, he  reconciled  his  support  of  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  widow  and  children  of  Com- 
moaore  Perry,  with  his  opposition  to  this  bill  ? 
Whether  the  bill  first  montioned,  was  not  the 
very  departure  from  principle  against  which  the 
gentleman  has  warned  the  House  this  morning  ? 

Mr.  Clat  said  it  was  a  departure  from  the 
ceneral  rule.  But,  havins  already  departed 
from  it,  shall  we  make  another  and  much  wider 
departure  ?  With  regard  to  that  bill,  however, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  rendered  it  no  special  sup- 
port, and  he  did  not  know  whether  or  not  he 
nad  voted  upon  it.  It  was  a  departure,  but  it 
was  a  safe  departure  when  compared  with  that 
which  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Erkhsb,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  rose  and 
said,  he  did  not  calculate  that  ne  was  able  to 
throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject ;  but  he 
was  impressed  with  the  history  of  this  venera- 
ble lady,  whose  son  had  perished  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  She  had  no  other  prop  or  stay. 
That  son  had,  by  his  services,  enabled  us  to 
wrest  the  savage  tomahawk  from  the  hands  of 
the  Indian,  and  had  quieted  the  fears  of  women 
and  children  through  hundreds  of  miles  of  the 
frontier.  She  could  point  to  her  son,  and  say 
to  the  people,  **  This  my  son  dried  your  tears, 
and  drove  your  fears  away."  If  we  want  sol- 
diers, we  must  give  them  a  love  for  heroic  ac- 
tions. You  must  be  able  to  say  to  your  sons, 
^^  Behold  that  venerable  lady;  she  gave  birth 
to  a  gallant  son,  who  fought  in  defence  of  bis 
country.  He  died  and  Idft  her  poor,  and  now 
that  country  gratefully  maintains  her."  Would 
not  the  House  enable  American  parents  to  say 
this  ?  He  need  not  wait  for  their  answer.  He 
wanted,  he  said,  to  reply  to  the  honorable 
speaker,  by  a  single  word.  To  compare  the 
services  of  a  common  soldier  wiUi  those  of 
such  a  commander  as  Perry,  was  like  compar- 
ing the  strength  and  size  of  a  child  to  those  of 
a  giant.  He  had  laid  his  bosom  bare  to  every 
danger  on  the  seas,  and  even  in  the  tented  field, 
while  others  staid  at  home,  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  Executive  favor.  Mr.  K.  said  he 
should  not  longer  trouble  the  House,  and  re- 
sumed his  seat. 


The  question  was  taken  on  strikiBg  mit 
enacting  clause,  (in  effect  to  rgeettti^ 
and  carried,  ayes,  121 ;  biit|  after  being  i^rm 
to  the  House, 

Mr.  AHflwm,  of  V ir^nisL,  moved  to  nm 
mit  the  biU.  with  a  view  to  asoertaia  wkfii 
some  modification  of  it  could  not  be  wtk'f, 
a  limitation  of  the  term  of  the  penaflnff^ 
erwise,  so  as  to  meet  the  views  of  tiie  Hok 

This  motion  prevailed,  but  notl^a?* 
siderable  minority. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Honae  a^joooMi 


Monday,  January  IS. 

Boad  in  the  Territory  oj 

Mr.  Yanob,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  ioBm 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  ti  i 
on  the  table,  viz: 

Jietolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Bosdi  andM 
be  instmcted  to  prepcre  and  rroort «  bill  iFpV|^ 
lug  twenty  thousand  dollan,  to  be  expended  m)ff( 
out  and  opening  a  road  from  Detioit^  in  tiwTaSV 
of  Michigan,  to  the  Ohio  State  Ime,  wbm  Ai» 
from  Detroit  to  Fozt  Meigs  eroases  the 


Mr.  Yan^b  sfud  that  he  could  notdonUi^ 
the  liberality  shown  toother  Terzitona^dtf 
the  House  would  direct  the  proposed  io^ 
Every  gentieman  in  the  least  acquainted^ 
the  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Midiigan^ 
know  that  it  presented  the  most  tdImoII 
point  on  our  frontier,  and  most  needed  all  ■* 
for  public  protection. 

The  Marquie  La^f alette. 

Mr.  MiTGHELL,  of  Maryland,  sabmittrf^ 
following  preamble  and  joint  resolatioD, » 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  thetab^  ^ 

Whereas,  that  distingaished  champion  of  fiw^ 
and  hero  of  our  Revolution,  the  fiieiid  andsaaa^ 
of  Washington,  the  Marqiiia  De  Lafayette,  a  nh^ 
General  Officer  in  our  Revolntionaiy  ^^t'*"* 
pressed  an  anxious  desire  to  Tiat  tbis  coorty,^ 
independence  of  which  his  valor,  Uood,  aod  *  ' 
were  so  instromental  in  acMeriiig:  HmrAr, 

Be  U  retolved  <y  Oe  Senato  mA  Bam  f* 
sentadvet qf  the  UmtedSiaiee  of  Ameneem 
aneMed,  Thattfae  PresidflntofdisU&itidSbia 

reqnmted  to  oommmiicate  to  the  Marqfoit  Ds 
ette  the  expresnom  of  those  sentimciits  of  ^ 
respect,  gratitude,  and  affectionate  tttadm*^ 
are  cherished  towards  him  by  the  GownBji 
people  of  this  coontiy:  and  to  aasnie  bin  y 
execution  of  his  ^nsh  and  intentioa  to^ 
country,  will  be  hailed  by  the  people  sad 
ment  with  patriotic  pride  and  joy.  ,.^jm 

And  U  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Iht^^Z 
United  States  be  requested  to  Mcertam  W^ 
Marqnis  De  Lafayette  the  time  when  it  "^ tT 
agreeable  for  him  to  perform  his  Tiat>  «*"*. 
0^  to  the  Marqnis  a  oonwyaace  to  this  «mj 

one  of  oar  national  ships. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  irf* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  taUei 
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JUli^of  Land  Pttrehcuen. 

Mr.  RAinciN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pahlic  Lands,  who  were  instrnoted,  on  the  16th 
nit.,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reyiving, 
and  continuing  in  force,  the  provisionfl  of  the 
act,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  par- 
diasers  of  pnblio  lands,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  «fnly, 
1820,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  paixdiaaers 
were  allowed  nntU  the  80th  of  September  foUowiog  to 
avul  themeelves  of  the  law  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion.   From  some  delay  in  transmitting  the  necessary 
instroctions  to  the  several  land  offices,  the  limited 
time  which  was  given  to  file  the  applications  for  the 
benefit  of  that  law,  and  the  remote  situation  of  some 
of  the  claunants  from  the  land  offices  where  such  ap- 
plications were  required  to  be  filed,  Congress,  believ- 
iDg  a  revival  of  the  act  of  1821  expedient,  passed  the 
snpplementaiy  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1822.    That 
law  gave  all  those  who  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisioiis  of  the  original  act  an  opportunity  to 
do  80,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  80tii  of  September, 
1622.     Notwithstanding  this  extension  of  time,  it 
was  discovered,  from  numerous  petitions  presented  to 
Congress^  at  their  last  session,  that  a  large  class  of 
caaea  existed,  and  which  were  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  where  individuals  intended  to  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  bat,  from  ac- 
cident or  misfortune,  had  been  prevented  from  filing 
their  applications  in  due  time.    For  these  cases,  pro- 
vision was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  8d  of 
April,  1828.    Your  committee  believe  that  these  laws 
have  afforded  a  sufficient  opportunity  to  all  who  were 
attentive  to  their  own  interest,  to  have  obtained  the 
relief  provided  by  them ;  and  they  have  no  informa- 
tion which  would,  in  tiieir  opinion,  justify  recom- 
mending to  Congress  tiie  expediency  or  proprie^^  of 
TCTiTing  and  continuing  in  force  the  provisions  of  the 
act  Tclerred  to  in  the  resolution.    We  thereforo  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  re- 
TTve  and  continue  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitied  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
efaaaera  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820." 

BenolutUmary  Fennoni. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
€k>m]]iittee  on  Bevolntionary  Pensions,  who 
were  instructed,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  "  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  net 
amoant  of  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify 
any  applicant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  under  the  acts  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
and  1st  of  May,  1820,"  made  a  report  against 
the  expediency  of  fixing  the  said  amount ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  authorized  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
every  person  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
Intion,  In  the  manner  and  for  ue  term  therein  speci- 
fied ;  provided  he  is  in  such  **  reduced  circumstances 
aa  to  need  the  assistanoe  of  hia  country  for  support" 
That,  by  the  supplemental  act  of  May  1, 1820,  the  ap- 
plaeant  is  required  to  exhibit  a  schedule  and  valuation 


ofhis  property,  in  order  to  entitic  himself  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  above  mentioned;  and  it  is 
made  *'  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
be  struck  from  the  list  of  pensioners  every  person  who 
shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  circum- 
stances as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
assistance  ofhis  country."  The  design  of  Congress, 
evidentiy,  was  to  extend  the  benefits  of  these  acts 
only  to  those  whose  condition  in  life,  both  as  to  pro- 
perty and  bodily  infirmity,  rendered  them  dependent 
on  charity^  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  this  rule  has  been  uniformly  ob- 
served in  their  execution  ;  and  think  it  could  not,  in 
good  policy,  be  departed  from.  The  rule  then  being 
to  grant  relief  to  the  necessitous  only,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  its  equal  and  just  operation  can 
only  be  secured  by  trusting  its  application  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  neces- 
sities of  the  applicant  do  not  depend  simpl  v  upon  the 
amount  of  property  he  has ;  but,  also,  on  me  number 
of  bis  family ;  his  bodily  strengtii  or  weakness ;  and 
the  deamess  or  cheapness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in 
the  portion  of  oountiy  in  which  he  lives.  Considera- 
tions like  these  must  obviously  be  referred  to  the 
discretion  of  some  one.  To  fix  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty or  income  as  the  rule  by  which  applicants  uiall 
be  excluded,  would  introduce  a  principle  very  unjust 
in  its  operation.  The  incomes  of  individuals  vary  ac- 
cording to  their  industry,  economy,  and  good  manage- 
ment ;  and  the  improvident  would  be  benefited,  while 
the  prudent  and  industrious  might  be  excluded  by 
such  a  rule.  No  amount  of  property  oould  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  rule ;  because,  what  would  be  a  competent 
support  for  one,  might  be  too  Uttle  or  too  much  for 
another.  The  committee,  therefore,  believe  it  im- 
practicable to  adopt  any  rule  of  vafnation  which  would 
be  just  in  its  operation,  or  which  would  not  involve 
great  difficulty  in  its  execution ;  and  aobmit  the  fol- 
&wing  resolution ; 

Jianlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pemdons  be  discharged  frt>m  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  this  subject 

Surveyi/or  Roadi  and  OanaU. 

Mr.  HsMPHiLL  moved  to  nostpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  to  take  up  the  bul  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  surveys  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals.  The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  77,  noes 
56,  and. the  House  went  into  Cknnmittee  of  Uie 
Whole. 

Mr.  HmiFHiLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed, 
that  the  snbjeot  of  internal  miprovements,  by 
the  General  Qovemment,  had  for  a  long  time 
been  before  the  nation  in  a  variety  of  shapes; 
and  that  its  execution,  in  part,  had  only  been 
retarded  in  consequence  of  opinions  entertained 
by  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate  and  his  prede- 
cessor, as  to  the  oonstitutiomd  powers  of  Con-  ^ 
gress  to  carry  into  efiTect  a  system  of  internal 
improvements.  In  support  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  many  resolutions  have  been  adopted 
in  this  House ;  and  two  bills,  predicated  on  such 
a  power,  passed  both  branches  of  the  National 
Legislature.  These  bills,  we  all  know,  were 
reacted  by  the  veto  of  the  Executive;  but 
nothing  oould  be  more  highly  recommended 
than  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  both  by 
Mr.  Madison  and  President  Monroe.  They 
deemed  it  of  anfflcient  importance  to  produce  a 
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change  in  the  constitution.  The  language  of  the 
President,  on  thb  snhject,  is  as  strong  as  it 
could  he ;  he  said^  if  the  right  ezists,  it  ought  to 
be  forthwith  exercised. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  need  not  speak  at  large ;  the  experience  of 
the  world  tests  the  utility  of  good  roads,  canals, 
and  bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  inland 
trade  of  Ohina  has  grown  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  market  of  Europe.  It  has  become  famil- 
iar to  us,  on  this  subject,  that,  in  Enghmd,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  first  obtained  a  charter  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  G^rge  III.,  to 
make  a  canal  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  coal 
from  his  estate  to  Manchester ;  the  benefit  of 
this  canal  was  so  great,  that  it  gave  encourage- 
ment for  others,  and  George  IIL  lived  to  see 
more  than  a  hundred  canals  in  his  kingdom ; 
some  of  them  passing  through  hills,  by  tunnels, 
and  others  over  valleys  andnvers,  by  aqueducts. 
By  means  of  these,  there  is  an  internal  commu- 
nication between  most  of  the  great  towns ;  and 
there  are  few  places  in  England  more  than  fif- 
teen miles  from  a  water  communication.  The 
late  dnion  Canal,  in  Scotland,  which  opens  a 
communication  between  the  two  populous  cities 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  is  of  a  size  sufilcient 
for  large  vessels.  In  Holland  and  the  Nether- 
lands, canals  are  said  to  be  as  common  as  roada 
in  other  oountriesi  It  would  be  an  easy  task 
to  go  into  some  detail,  but  I  consider  it  unneces- 
sary, the  subject  is  so  well  understood. 

The  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  said 
Mr.  H.,  were  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
be  more  efiScacious  than  otherwise,  to  leave  the 
routes  to  be  surveyed  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President,  and  that  it  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  designate  them  in  the  bill.  The 
President  will  unquestionably  act,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  the  most  prominent  objects  as  a 
basis  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 
and  the  improving  of  water-courses,  in  order  to 
benefit  internal  commerce  among  the  States, 
and  to  facilitate  and  give  security  to  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  nation.  For  this  purpose 
ho  can  call  to  his  assistance  any  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  or  practical  civil  engineers,  who 
possess  many  advantages,  from  the  explorations 
they  have  already  noiade.    In  this  respect  the 

{^resent  bill  differs  from  the  one  reported  at  the 
ast  session,  which  provided  for  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  a  national  road  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington to  New  Orleans,  and  for  canals  from  the 
harbor  of  Boston  to  the  South,  along  the  At- 
,  lantic  sea  coast,  and  to  connectthe  waters  of  the 
Ohio  above  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louis- 
ville; Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  River;  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at 
Oumberland ;  and  for  communications  between 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and 
Genesee,  which  empty  into  Lake  Ontario,  and 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  also 
between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Tombig- 
bee  rivers. 

I  sincerily  believe,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
people  are  Mly  prepared  for,  and  that  the  spirit 


of  the  nation  would  now  justify,  the  eiiiai> 
ture  of  large  sums  on  great  national  o^ 
The  expense  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  v^m 
ought  to  form  no  objection;  for,  iftiiett 
should  go  down  to  posterity,  it  will  csTTvi 
it  a  legacy  of  a  thousand  times  iti  nlm.  Vi 
are  under  no  pressing  obligation  to  disobsvl 
immediately ;  but  admit  that  we  are,  d^ 
consequence,  compared  vrith  the  object,  vsi 
such  a  sum  be,  when  its  expenditure  irodiW 
spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or  fifteen  yHsl 

We  can  never  expect  to  see  more  pro^oi 
times  for  the  commencement  of  puUie  vkt 
takings.  If  this  subject  is  slumbered  oiv  If 
centuries,  the  same  reasons  wiD  be  migedipatf 
public  works  that  arc  now. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Hemphill  moved  t^ie 
blank  in  the  third  section  of  the  biD  tie  fii 
with  $80,000. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  ofifered  a  motion  (t^ 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  superseded  tii^k 
fill  the  blank)  to  strike  out  the  enacting  d« 
ofthebilL  Hedidthis^  hesaid.  inaUfctai 
that  the  sense  of  the  House  mignt  first  be  ^ 
tained  on  the  general  principles  involTedinii 
bill,  before  any  thing  ehould  be  deternoiBdi 
to  its  details.  Wiping,  also,  to  defiferi 
views  on  the  subject,  and  the  hour  bdsg^ 
rather  late,  he  moved  that  the  committee  M 
rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

These  motions,  in  the  course  of  ihecoBvat 
tion  which  followed,  Mr.  Babboub  witynK 

M.  Mebceb,  on  the  other  hand,  didnottii 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  in  any  msooff  A 
test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  grett^ 
tions  of  the  power  of  Congress  in  r^vdtti^ 
temal  improvement,  and  the  expedjeoi?^ 
exercising  it.  He  conceived  it  nng^t  Ht^ 
tremely  proper  to  employ  the  topogn^ 
engineers  in  these  surveys,  without  iPT«jj[ 
the  constitutional  question  at  all,  and  iw 
that  they  could  not  be  better  employed.  » 
M.  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  the  fixeesfi^ 
on  this  subject,  which  he  said  had  not,  ihA^ 
knew  of  undergone  any  change.  It  **  •■ 
known  that  the  President  had  always  ssertv 
the  power  of  the  General  GJovemroent  to  afiJJ 
priate  money  to  complete  roads  and  cansH  * 
had  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  ^^^'^'^ 
had  no  jnnsdiction  over  the  territory  «• 
several  States  for  the  purpose  of  makin;  »* 
But  this  bill,  Mr.  M.  added,  did  not  inrobe  w 
principle,  and  he  did  not  see  that  the  ^i^^^^ 
of  it  would  now  be  in  place.  He  h(^.^ 
the  session  was  at  an  end,  that  a  bill,  v^^ 
involve  the  question,  woi:dd  be  fairly  ^^^JJ/f 
House,  on  which  the  question  might  ^Jj*^ 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  knew  it  was  po^^J^to 
cording  to  one  interpretation  of  the  cobsj 
tion,  to  pass  this  bill  without  involnng,  a* 
discussion,  the  general  principle  o^^®.?*'?? 
the  Government  in  regard  to  intcntfln»l^ 
ment.  But  he  thought,  for  his  P»rt,  tW  »■ 
House  could  not  fiurly  give  its  approM»»* 
this  bill,  unless  it  also  gave  its  m«^  J 
general  power.    For  what,  he  aaked,  does 
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bill  propose  ?  The  makiog  of  certaia  sarreys, 
with  a  view  to  opening  channels  for  the  distri- 
bation  of  the  means  6f  the  Gk>yernment,  and, 
throngh  the  Post  Office,  the  commnnication  of 
intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  If  the  Groyemment  has  no  right  to  open 
these  communications,  it  has  no  right  to  make 
the  surveys  which  are  preparatory  to  them. 
He  adverted  to  the  fact  that  when,  some  sixteen 
years  ago,  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the 
Senate  for  authorizing  a  survey  for  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  a  member,  now 
high  in  office,  was  of  opinion  that,  so  absolutely 
was  the  Grovemment  divested  of  the  power 
over  internal  improvement,  it  could  not  autho- 
rize a  survey  looking  to  such  an  object.  Mr. 
0.  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  do  believe 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  to  belong 
to  the  Government.  There  were  some  who 
differed  from  him,  and  deduced  the  power  to 
give  money  for  such  objects  from  the  power  to 
appropriate  public  money ;  whilst  he  considered 
the  power  to  make  the  improvements  as  draw- 
ing after  it  the  power  to  make  the  appropria- 
tions for  them.  According  to  tlie  view  which 
he  took  of  the  subject,  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  internal  improvements  was  a 
necessary  and  indispensable  topic  of  discussion 
which  this  bill  involved.  It  would  be  better, 
then,  he  thought,  to  bring  on  the  general  dis- 
cussion first,  and  after  the  House  should  be 
satisfied  of  its  power,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  sum  of  money  which  it  might  be  necessary 
to  appropriate  to  these  national  purposes. 

Tho  committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Babbous,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuBSDAT,  January  18. 

Miehigan  Contested  Elation — Ineligibility  of 
tTie  Sitting  Delegate  Aoerred — EligiMlity  to 
hs  Determined  under  the  Ordinance  ofVJ%l^ 
and  not  under  the  Constitution  qf  the  United 
States — Contested  Election,* 

Mr.  Sloane  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  right  of  Gabriel  Eion- 
ARi>  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoase  as  the  delegate  of 
Michigan,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  ol^ectB  to  the  right  of  the  sitting 
delegate  to  retain  hiB  seat,  for  the  following  reasons  : 
1st.  That  ho  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  alien,  owing  allegiance  to 

*  This  Is  ono  of  the  cases  of  contested  elections  which  re- 
tains a  sarvlving  Interest,  in  showing  that  the  qualifications 
of  delegates  from  Territories  are  to  bo  determined  by  the 
ordinance  of  1T87,  and  not  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  an  alien,  not  being  disqualified  by  that 
ordinance,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress,  may  serve  in  Congress 
aa  delegate :  where,  in  fiust,  he  has  no  power,  only  a  right  to 
m>oak,  (and  that  Intended  to  be  on  the  aflSttlrs  of  his  Terri- 
imy,')  without  the  priTilege  of  Totlog  apon  any  thing  even 
whicb  concerned  the  Territory. 


a  foreign  power;  and  that  although  he  has  been 
natoralized  before  a  conrt  of  the  Territory,  yet  that 
this  oonrt  not  being  of  that  description  which,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  authorized  to  ad> 
mit  aliens  to  become  citixens,  his  admission  is  of  no 
validity. 

2d.  That,  even  admitting  the  aathority  of  the 
oonrt,  the  natarafization  not  having  taken  place  one 
year  previous  to  the  election,  he  is  still  disqaalified 
from  retaining  his  seat.  Li  entering  npon  ^e  con- 
sideratioii  of  this  subject,  the  first  point  that  presents 
itself  is  the  authority  on  which  the  right  of  a  Terri- 
tory to  be  represented  by  a  delegate  in  the  House  of 
Represontatiyes  is  founded ;  and  next,  the  qualifica- 
tions which  it  is  requisite  such  delegates  should  poe- 
sesb  The  office  is  one  which  is  not  provided  for  in 
the  constitution.  It  grew  out  of  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  for  the  gOTemment  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  passed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  has  formed  the 
basis  of  all  tho  territorial  goremments  which  baTe 
since  existed.  By  that  ordinance  no  qualifications 
were  reqtiired  of  the  person  eloeted  a  delegate ;  nor  do 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  subse- 
quently passed  in  relation  to  the  election  of  delegates 
from  other  Territories,  prescribe  any.  The  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  discuss,  much  less  to  decide, 
the  propriety  of  allowing  pefsons  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  foreign  Government,  to  hold  seata  in  this 
House  as  delegates  from  Territories.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  state  the  fact,  tiiat  there  are  no  statutory 
provisions  on  the  subject ;  and  that,  unless  it  can  be 
deduced  from  the  general  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, there  is  no  authority  to  exclude  an  alien  from 
holding  a  seat  in  Congress  as  a  delegate  from  a  Ter- 
ritoiy.  The  case  imder  consideration  does  not; 
however,  present  itself  in  such  manner  as  to  render  a 
decision  ^  this  point  absolutely  necessary.  By  the 
documents  which  have  been  referred,  it  appears  that 
the  sitting  delegate  is  a  native  of  France ;  that  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1792,  with  an  in- 
tention of  residing  therein ;  that  he  has  so  resided 
until  the  present  time;  that  in  June,  1828,  he  made 
application  to  the  court  of  Wayne  coun^,  in  the 
Territoiy  of  Michigan,  then  holden  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  and  was  a£nitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  The  qoestion  now  comes  up  for  con- 
sideration, whether  tUs  court  is  of  the  description 
which  have  authority  competent  to  peribrm  acts  of 
this  kind.  The  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  14th  of 
April,  1802,  entitied  ^*  An  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  all  the  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  sul^eet,*  provides  that  aUena 
may  be  admitted  to  become  oitiiens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  **  supreme,  superior,  district,  or  cir- 
cuit court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  tiio  terri- 
torial jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  or  a  cir- 
cuit or  district  court  of  the  Ui^ited  States.**  In  a 
law  of  Congress  which  was  designed  to  confer  jurit^ 
diction  on  other  courts  than  tiioee  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  courts  were  possessed  of  difierent 
powers,  and  variously  constituted,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  describe  each  court  by  that  name 
or  appellation  which  it  received  in  the  law  of  the 
State  or  Territory  by  which  it  was  established.  Be- 
sides, was  such  precision  to  be  observed,  Congress 
would  be  under  tii^  necessity  of  altering  the  law  to 
meet  every  change  which  the  diffbrent  States  might 
find  it  convenient  to  make  in  their  judicial  system, 
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or  otberwiie  the  olject  of  the  law  miffht,  in  ome 
Stotei,  be  entirely  defeated.  In  ma^Ling  proviaon 
for  the  natoralkation  of  foreigners,  the  intention  of 
Congress  obviously  was  to  con£le  it  to  all  ooorts  which 
possessed  those  attributes  that  would  render  them  safe 
depositories  of  the  trust  reposed.  And  the  terms  em- 
ployed to  describe  them  must  be  construed  to  relate 
to  their  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  not  to  the  name 
or  appellation  by  whioh  they  were  reqwotively  desig- 
nated in  the  laws  of  the  States  or  Territories  in  whidi 
they  exist  That  this  is  a  fair  construction,  will  ap- 
pear manifest  from  the  provisions  of  the  tiiird  sec- 
tion of  the  same  act,  which  declares  *'  that  eveiy 
court  of  record,  in  any  individual  State,  having  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction,  and  a  seal,  and  clerk  or  pro- 
ihonotary,  shall  be  considered  aa  a  district  court 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act.** 

The  exceptions  taken  to  the  authority  of  a  county 
court  of  a  Territory  to  admit  aliens  to  become  dd- 
lens  of  the  United  States,  are  founded  on  the  reference 
in  this  section  to  State  courts,  and  the  omission  to 
include  the  oouitB  of  a  similar  character  in  the  Terri- 
tries.  But  this  section,  it  must  be  observed,  is  mere- 
ly declaratoiy,  and  cannot  justly  be  construed  to  con- 
tain any  thixig  more  than  an  explanation  of  what  was 
intended  to  be  understood  by  the  terms  **  district  and 
circuit  couri."  Let  us  see  what  is  the  interpretation. 
It  is,  **  that  every  court  of  record  which  possesses 
certain  other  attributes,  whioh  are  enumerated,  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  district  court.**  Here  is  no  new 
grant  of  power,  but  only  a  declaration  of  the  char- 
acter in  which  those  courts  are  considered ;  and  the 
omission  of  the  territorial  courts  in  this  section  can- 
not be  construed  to  annul  the  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  first  section.  The  reason  for  enacting 
the  first  section,  was  obviously  to  expiun  away 
certain  doubts  which  appear  by  the  preamble  to 
have  existed  in  regard  to  some  of  the  courts  in  certain 
States;  and  the  presumption  is,  that,  in  respect  to 
the  territorial  courts,  no  such  doubts  were  suggested, 
and  hence  the  omisuon.  Should  this  view  of  the 
subject  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  county  courts  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  are  to  be  considered  as 
district  courts,  and  competent  to  admit  aliens  to  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  as  the 
sitting  delegate  was  naturalized  before  one  of  those 
courts,  he  thereby  became,  and  in  fifu:t,  now  is,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States. 

^  The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  second  objection,  viz :  That,  even  admit- 
ting the  validity  of  the  naturalization,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  take  place  one  year  before  the  election,  the  sitting 
delegate  was  not  at  that  time  legaUy  qualified,  inas- 
much as  he  had  not  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
previous  to  the  election  in  the  quality  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  authority  relied  on  to  sup- 
port this  position,  is  the  act  of  Congress  **  authorizing 
the  election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congrew  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
tending the  right  of  sof&age  to  the  citizens  of  said 
Territory ,**  passed  the  16th  of  February,  1819 ;  and 
the  '*  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  8d  of  March, 
1828.  The  former  of  these  acts  provides  <*that 
every  free  white  male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above 
the  ace  of  twenty-one  years,  wh^  shall  have  resided 
therein  one  year  next  preceding  the  election,''  &o., 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  eleotion  far  a  dele- 


gate to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sts&H.  Ibk 
ter  act  provides  that  all  ci^aena  of  the  UotodSha 
having  the  qualifications  preacxibed  by  (he  leltfi 
16th  of  February,  1819,  ahall  beefigibietoisT^ 
in  sud  Territory.  The  committee  will  ran  sskaa 
to  decide  whether  the  station  of  delists  ii  o&a 
office  as  comes  within  the  meanii^  of  tins  id;  k 
even  admitting  that  it  is,  the  ooncfaisoa  «i  s 
prejudice  the  right  of  the  sitting  delegate  tola al 
Neither  of  the  acts  referred  to  require  Ost  de]» 
son  shall  possess  the  qualifications  emnDoalritfBf 
other  time  than  that  at  which  the  dediaitta 
place.  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  is  leqaired  ttfan 
resided  in  that  quslity  for  one  year  stzt  pnof 
the  election.  It  is  tiie  perBOo,  the  iDdnW  *> 
man,  who  is  a^tikea.  <4  and  who  is  to  POBBsii 
qualifications  of  residence,  age,  freedom,  ab,aAi 
time  he  offers  to  vote,  or  is  to  be  voted  fer, flrdia 
the  privileges  and  firanchiaes  which  dioseseukv 
From  a  careful  examination  <^  the  case  is  «B  s^ 
ings  and  relations,  the  oonunittee  are  impdtedti^ 
conclusion  that  the  sitting  delegate  was  at  Ae  ■ 
of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United  Staiei  paH^ 
ed  of  ail  the  constitutional  and  legal  qu&^ 
to  render  him  eligible  to  a  eeat  in  the  pRnt^ 
gross,  and  do^  therefore,  sabmlt  the  kSemb^^ 
lution : 

''Jieaolved,  That  Gabriel  Bicfaard  is  eslitUti 
seat  in  this  House,  as  a  delegate  fran  At  To^ 
of  Michigan." 

The  joint  resolutions  jesterday  moved  Iff 
MiTonsLL,  of  Maryland,  looking  to  the  pn^ 
bility  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  La&ycttit 
this  country,  and  proposing  to  send  s  ustitf 
ship  for  him,  were  read  a  second  time;  ad ^ 
question  being  on  ordering  tiiem  to  a  A>^ 
reading — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gosnor  teif 
the  resolutions  on  the  ta3>le,  to  give  tutt  it 
further  consideration  thereon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — 80  to  7i   ^ 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Garoliiia)  eiqnv 
his  wish  to  have  more  authentic  infonni^* 
the  expressions  of  General  La&yette  on  tbe^ 
Ject  of  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  HetlK!9< 
the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  spch  iii^ 
mation  on  the  subject  as  would  justify  i^ 
upon  it — ^intimating,  that  if  he  was  pttgg 
apprised  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  pi*^ 
he  did  not  know  tiiat  he  should  olgeetJofN 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Bbbnt,  of  Louisiana,  sud  he  did  no***" 
aider  it  material  to  a  decision  on  these  rca^ 
tions,  whether  or  not  it  wasthewiak""' 
Marquis  Lafayette  to  visit  the  United  SbJ* 
But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  seen  lottos  fi^^ 
Maniuis  himself  expressing  that  wish.  n»vA 

seen  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  I^^^®*"^  J^^S 
Orleans,  wherein  Marquis  Lafayette  sti^^JJ 
it  was  his  intention  to  visit  the  United  SMJ 
once  more  before  he  died.-  One  <^^?J 
leagues,  also,  (Mr*  LivnresTOK^  had  w^Jj*? 
letter  to  the  same  effect.  Mr.  B.Mid,b«WJ^ 
on  this  occasion,  not.  only  an  affinawe  t* 
unanimous  vote. 
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Mr.  RiOH,  of  Vermont^  moyed  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  expressed 
in  anxious  wish,^*  and  insert  in  lien  thereof 
^<  announced  his  intention,"  to  visit  the  United 
States,  &o. 

Mr.  CoNDiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  it 
roold  be  mnch  more  competent  for  a  commit- 
tee than  for  the  whole  Honse  to  amend  the 
[>hraseology  of  a  resolve,  and,  as  there  seemed 
to  be  some  donbt  as  to  the  phraseology  of  the 
[>Teamble  at  least,  he  moved  to  refer  Uie  reso- 
[Qtions  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
fion ;  and  Mr.  Ooitdiot,  Mr.  Mitohbll,  Mr.  Hol- 
DOMBB,  Mr.  Bbent,  Mr.  OxrrBBKBT,  Mr.  Cam- 
IBKLKNG,  and  Mr.  Ltvinostov,  were  appointed 
Hie  said  committee. 

SwHMiys  far  Rocidi  and  CanaU. 

On  moti<m  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  Honse  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
m  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday.  Mr. 
i'ooT  was  called  to  the  chair,  andtheconsidera- 
don  of  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
mrveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  was  resumed. 

The  bill,  observed  Mr.  B.,  proposes  an  appro- 
>riation  of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  sur- 
reys and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals;  and  its  advocates  had  urged  that  it  was 
nerely  a  measure  to  procure  useful  information ; 
Mit  it  sought  that  information  avowedly  with 
Terence  to  an  ulterior  obleot ;  and  if  this  ulte- 
ior  measure  be  not  constitutionally  within  the 
H>werB  of  Congress,  tiien,  he  contended,  that 
Jongress  were  not  warranted  in  taking  the  pre- 
>aratory  step  now  proposed.  He  should  trouble 
he  House  with  no  remarks  on  the  genernl  sub- 
set of  internal  improvements ;  the  advantages 
o  be  derived  from  good  roads  and  canals  none 
leny;  he  folly  accorded  in  the  opinions  ex- 
weased  by  the  chairman  of  tiie  committee  on 
he  saving  of  expense  and  promotion  of  inter- 
K>urse  which  muist  necessarily  result  from  them. 
)ut  the  question  now  to  be  argued  was  of  a 
[ifferent  complexion — ^it  was  the  question  of 
K>wer.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that 
3ongre8s  was  not  possessed  of  this  power  under 
he  constitution,  as  that  instrument  now  stands ; 
ud  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  present  discus- 
ion  to  prove  this. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 
he  constitution  itself  in  reference  to  the  power 
n  question.  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  how- 
•ver,  first,  to  look  at  the  great  diversity  of 
opinion  amon|^  those  who  professed  to  derive 
he  power  of  making  internal  improvements 
rom  the  constitution.  Some  thought  it  might  be 
lone  with  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned ; 
others,  without  that  consent.  Some  drew  it 
rom  one  part  of  the  constitution,  some  from 
mother.  Some  maintain  that  Congress  has  the 
rawer  without  the  section  which  authorizes 
hem  to  collect  taxes,  &c ;  others,  that  it  has 
lot  All  these  various  classes  of  advocates, 
lowever  diverse  or  incompatible  their  various 


opinions  might  be,  were,  he  did  not  doubt,  as 
sincere  in  holding  and  in  expressing  them,  aa 
he  himself  was  in  the  views  he  took  on  the 
subject.  He  should  think  it  needless  to  occupy 
much  time  to  prove  that,  if  Congress  possessed 
the  power  at  all,  they  needed  not  the  assent  of 
tiie  States  through  which  the  improvements 
were  to  pass,  tiiough  such  assent  had  been 
asked  as  to  the  Cumberland  road.  For,  what- 
ever powers  the  constitution  has  given  them, 
they  may  not  only  exercise  without  the  assent 
of  the  States,  but  against  their  will,  within 
constitutional  limits.  Take,  for  example,  the 
power  of  taxation;  and  so  of  their  other 
powers.  K  assent  is  to  be  procured,  it  impliee 
that  it  cannot  be  done  without  such  assent;  but 
if  the  assent  give  the  authority,  it  follows  that, 
by  the  assent  of  a  few  States,  a  new  power 
may  be  imparted;  whereas,  to  get  a  new 
power  requires  an  amendment  of  l£e  constitu- 
tion, which  can  only  be  done  in  the  manner 
Sresoribed  by  that  instrument.  There  are,  in- 
eed,  a  few  cases  in  which  the  constitution  re- 
quires the  assent  of  the  States,  such  as  the 
purchase  of  sites  for  forts,  arsenals.  &c.,  but 
the  very  reauisition  of  assent  in  tnese  cases, 
utterly  exduaes  the  idea  of  its  necessity  in  any 
others. 

If  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States,  it 
must  be  because  the  power  is  eranted  by  the 
constitution.  Is  it  granted?  asxed  Mr.  B.  I 
cannot  find  such  a  word  in  any  part  of  that  in- 
strument, as  power  to  make  canals.  He  here 
read  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  (General  Hamilton,)  in 
which,  he  contended,  tiiat  that  statesman  did 
not  pretend  to  claim  such  a  power  as  belonging 
to  the  General  Gk>vemment.  He  was,  in  that 
report,  oppoong  the  force  of  the  arguments  of 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  in 
respect  to  tiie  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Umted  States,  but,  thouffh  strenuous  in  his  op- 
position, he  admitted  ^*  that  a  special  power  to 
incorporate,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  eanah. 
would  have  been  necessary,  except  witn  regard 
to  the  Western  Territory ;  there  being  nothing^ 
in  any  part  of  the  constitution,  respecting  the 
regulation  of  canals.**  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  is  a  positive 
power,  granted  by  the  constitution ;  it  is  sup- 
posed, however,  to  be  implied  in  some  of  those 
expressly  enumerated.  'From  which  of  these 
is  it  sought  to  be  derived?  Some  say  from 
that  clause  which  gives  to  Congress  "power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States."  For  himself,  it  had 
always  been  his  opinion  that  this  grant  extend* 
ed  no  fiirther  than  to  prescribing  the  terms  on 
which  this  commerce  shaU  be  conducted.  He 
had  derived  this  opinion  equally  from  the 
history  and  the  geographical  position  of  the 
Unitea  States.  Ae  slightest  glance  at  a  map 
of  the  Union  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  in  r^ 
spect  to  commercial  advantages,  some  of  the 
States  are  fsir  better  situated  than  others ;  and 
this  power  was  given  to  prevent  undue  advaiN 
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tage  being  token  of  those  States  which  were 
less  favorably  situated,  by  the  laying  of  exactions 
on  the  passage  of  their  products  to  a  market, 
&o.y  [on  which  part  of  the  subject  he  read  a 
quotation  from  one  of  the  numbers  of  "The 
Federalist/']  Here,  he  said,  was  a  precise, 
and  special  reason  for  the  grant  of  this  power, 
which  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  best  expiration 
of  the  power  itself. 

Having  thus  examined  in  succession  the  several 
parts  of  the  constitution,  in  which  the  advocates 
for  internal  improvements  sought  to  find  the 
grant  of  power  to  make  them,  he  would  add 
one  other  view  of  that  instrument  considered 
as  a  whole.  Although  its  framers  went  into 
the  construction  of  it  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  mu- 
tual concessions,  yet  there  is  manifest,  in  vari- 
ous pluts  of  it,  a  portion  of  mutual  jealousy  idso. 
That  spirit  plainly  appears  in  such  regulations 
as  that  which  provides  that  all  direct  taxes 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
several  States — that  there  shall  be  no  tax  on 
exports,  &c.  These  provisions  evidently  arose 
out  of  a  fear  that  some  inequality  might  exist 
in  the  burdens  or  advantages  of  the  new  Qovem- 
ment  as  apportioned  among  the  States.  But  if 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  thus  intended 
to  guard  by  anticipation,  against  all  sudi  in- 
equalities, do  I  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  derive  from 
that  fact  a  very  strong  argument,  to  show  that 
they  never  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment municipal  powers,  such  as  internal 
improvements  ?  These  powers  bear  directly  on 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  people  sJmost  infinitely 
diversified  in  situation,  circumstances,  and  local 
interests.  Of  what  use  is  it  to  forbid  a  dispro- 
portionate drawing  of  money  from  the  different 
States,  if,  when  drawn,  according  to  due  pro- 
portion from  each,  it  may  then  be  given  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few,  or  of  a  single  State  ?  Take  an 
illustration  from  the  great  New  York  canal. 
Had  the  expense  of  that  canal  been  borne  by 
the  General  Government  ?  Although  it  would 
in  a  degree  have  "  promoted  the  general  wel- 
fare," would  it  not,  out  of  all  proportion,  have 
benefited  the  State  of  New  York  in  particular? 
And  do  what  you  will,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things  it  must  happen,  however  pure  the  inten- 
tions of  Government,  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  such  an  interpretation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  system  which  rests  on  that 
interpretation,  wlU  be  to  produce  an  unequal 
and  disproportionate  application  of  moneys 
drawn  from  all  the  States.  If  this  may  be 
done,  it  is  vain  to  forbid  unequal  taxes,  and 
what  must  be  the  natural  consequence?  To 
produce  discontent  and  heart-burnings  in  those 
parts  of  the  Union  which  are  least  benefited, 
or  not  at  all,  by  the  improvements  effected. 
Some  States  may  be  so  situated  by  geographi- 
cal position,  that  either  a  small  share  only,  or 
no  part  of  the  proposed  improvements  may  be 
made  within  them,  and  when  they  see  large 
sums  continually  going,  under  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare,"  to  accomplish 
objects  which  are  to  benefit  other  States,  a 


jealousy  will  be  excited  dangerous  to  tite  pan 
of  our  country.  It  may  be  said  thit  adi 
feeling  is  unjustdfiable ;  however  that  nsf  k.i 
is  the  part  of  a  wise  Government^  and  iin 
the  design  of  the  authors  of  our  coo^tdiDB, 
to  guard,  as  ifar  as  practicable,  against  prsi 
occasion  to  feelings  of  so  pernicious  a  dav- 
ter. 

Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  B.  said  he  vq|U 
refer,  in  anticipation,  to  an  aignmort  iU 
he  doubted  not  to  hear  urged  from  Gerta&|» 
cedents  which  have  already  been  se^  bjrCo- 
gress  on  the  general  subject,  and  wbieh  » 
tiiought  by  some  to  cover  the  prindple  a^ 
which  he  was  now  contending. 

The  case  of  the  Cumberland  road  was coiif 
these  precedents.  It  had  been  coDstmctodii 
by  any  one  of  the  State  governments  ftro^ 
whose  territory  it  passed,  but  by  the  G^esi 
Government,  and  at  the  public  expeise.  Ver 
true.  But  did  not  Congress,  in  the  verr  id 
providing  for  this  road,  virtoally  cede  thee* 
stitutiond  question,  by  requiring  the  e(ffiss( 
of  those  States?  If  the  constitution  ghcsiki 
Congress  power  to  make  roads  where  it  r^ 
^*'  to  promote  the  general  welfare,"  the  ctsasM 
of  no  State,  as  he  hoped  he  had  already  pnns, 
can  be.required  to  the  exercise  of  that  pore 
and  so  far  was  President  Jefferson  from  b(£e*- 
ing  such  a  power  to  be  in  the  posseaaoi^ 
Government,  that  he  expressly  recozDmeBdi^ 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  order  a 
give  it.  On  the  same  ground  President  Mii- 
son  rested  his  veto  to  t£e  act  for  giving  tbe  h** 
nus  of  the  United  States  Bank,  as  a  iind  fir 
internal  improvement;  and  our  presaitvcitfaj 
Chief  Magistrate,  although  he  has  approved  a^ 
for  the  continuation  and  eompletioii  of  t^ 
Cumberland  road,  made  a  distinction  betns 
power  to  appropriate  for  such  a  road,  and  ^ 
power  of  jurismction  over  it.  I  denj  bott 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  ho  Iwd  ej 
deavored  to  present  to  the  House  a  fair,  *■ 
at  the  same  time,  brief  statement  of  his  ^^ 
on  the  subject;  he  had  long  be«i  oftbi 
opinion,  that,  however  desirable  or  8dr» 
tageous  internal  improvements  might  be,  0» 
gross,  by  the  constitution,  had  no  power  to  naP 
them.  He  knew  that  other  gentlemeii  difew 
widely  from  himself  in  this  opinion,  and  » 
could  not,  and  did  not  entertam  the  digbtt^ 
doubt  that  they  were  as  sincere  and  jipright  a 
their  views  as  he  was  in  his ;  both  sides  rfw 
question  would  doubtiess  be  presented  in  tfjfi- 
ment,  and  it  would  be  for  the  committee  ^ 
decide  between  them.  . 

Mr.  HoLOOKBE,  of  New  Jersey,  ros^  *» 

observed,  that  the  course  which  l^*.^**°^^Jj? 
in  the  discussion  would  be  widely  different  ir» 
the  one  pursued  by  the  honorable  g^ntfeoiB 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babbour,)  who  ^J» 
taken  his  seat,  and  who  had  «^^'*^  ? 
conmiittee  with  so  much  ingenuity  ^^ 
quence.  I  shall  defend  the  constitadonal  n^ 
—Mr.  H.  observed— and  the  eipediencr  « 
passing  this  bilL    The  constitutional  ngu^  ^ 
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leed,  in  the  General  Government,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  appropriating  the  pnhlio  treasure, 
br  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  have  al- 
ways appeared  to  me  propositions  too  obvious 
ind  irresistible  to  reqmre  either  illustration  or 
lefence;  and  there  is,  surely,  no  fact  in  our 
parliamentary  history  more  remarkable,  than 
be  successful  opposition  which  has  combatted 
his  bill,  or  the  principle  which  it  involves,  in 
ivery  stage  of  its  progress.  .Posterity  will 
carcely  credit  it ;  especially  when  the  enlight- 
med  period  in  whicn  we  live,  and  the  spirit 
>f  universal  improvement  which  distinguishes 
t)  be  taken  into  consideration.  And  the 
act,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  only  be  explained  by 
^ferring  it  to  that  obliquity  of  the  human 
nind,  which  arrays  itself  in  opposition  to  all 
lew  improvements,  either  in  physics  or  in 
norals;  and  to  all  novel  and  extraordinary 
ifforts  of  genius  or  patriotism.  Ridicule  and 
lontempt  pursued  the  great  Columbus  from 
lourt  to  court ;  and  persecution  followed  him 
o  the  grave.  The  grandeur  and  success  of  his 
interprise  were  insufficient  to  protect  him  from 
he  embittered  vengeance  of  those  whose  vain 
tredictions  he  had  so  signally  exposed.  But, 
lir,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
listory  for  illustration.  When  Fulton  an- 
lounced  the  discovery  of  steam-navigation,  in- 
iredulity  pointed  to  numerous  failures;  and 
gnorance  asserted  its  folly  and  extravagance. 
>ut  the  steamboat  floats  upon  the  waters  of 
*v6ry  civilized  nation,  and  if  the  contemplated 
tnprovement  of  another  distinguished  American 
M  not  illusory,  is  destined  to  traverse  the  ocean 
tself^  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with  a 
lelenty  heretofore  unprecedented,  and  unim- 
gined — conquering  time  and  space,  and  draw- 
Qg  together,  within  the  circle  of  social  and  na- 
ional  intercourse,  the  remote  and  scattered 
amilies  of  the  human  race.  Agfun,  sir,  when 
he  question  of  the  great  New  York  Canal  was 
irst  in  agitation,  public  opinion  pronounced  it 
i  project  visionary  and  impossible.  The  travel- 
er, indeed,  struck  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
interprise,  assented  to  its  practicability,  but 
poke  of  the  ages  necessary  for  its  completion, 
n  less  than  six  years,  however,  the  waters  of 
he  great  Lakes  mingled  with  the  Hudson  I  and 
his  most  brilliant  and  successful  effort  of 
Qodern  genius  and  enterprise  is  rapidly  hast- 
ning  to  its  consummation.  And  such  will  be 
he  splendid  result,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  of 
he  present  question.  It  has  been  denounced, 
0  unconstitutional,  and  opposed,  as  inexpedient. 
3Qt,  if  innumerable  indications  and  expressions 
»f  public  opinion  be  not  entirely  deceptive,  the 
»eriod  is  not  distant — ^nay,  before  the  very  de- 
iorations  of  this  Hall  shall  be  soiled  by  the 
umd  of  time — when  a  new  policy,  and  new 
)rinciDle8  of  legislation,  shall  be  announced,  by 
iberal  and  munificent  appropriations  by  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purposes  of  in- 
iemal  improvement. 

The  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  combatted  as  un- 
Mnstitutional  and  inexpedient.    I  will  examine 


both  points,  as  briefly,  but  perspicuously,  as  I 
am  able. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  broad  and  express  terms,  has  not  gra&ted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  treasure  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  is  unquestion- 
able. But  that  such  a  power  is  really  secured 
by  a  liberal  construction  of  this  instrument^ 
sufficienUy  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion in  relation  to  this  question,  has  never  been 
doubted  by  many  politicians.  I  profess  to  be- 
long to  that  number,  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive an  idea  more  extravagant  than  that  a  Gov- 
ernment should  be  constituted  so  utterly  imper- 
fect, as  to  be  incapabl(S  of  appropriating  its  funds 
for  any  object  which  its  constituted  authorities 
might  consider  necessary  for  the  public  welfare. 
History  furnishes  no  such  example.  And  that 
ours  is  actuallysuch  a  Government,  must  presup- 
pose the  most  extraordinary  want  of  foresight  in 
a  body  of  politicians,  (the  framers  of  the  consti-  • 
tution,)  otherwise  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  prophetic  sagacity  of  their  views.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard,  and  justiy  too, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the 
ablest  efibrt  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  But,  if  the 
doctrines  of  the  honorable  gentieman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  be  correct,  a  bitterer  satire 
upon  its  imperfections  could  scarcely  be  pro- 
nounced or  imagined. 

**  We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insore 
dcnnestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secore  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  oorsclves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of 
America.** 

Such,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  a  condensed  but  very 
luminous  view  (its  preamble)  of  the  pervading 
spirit  and  grand  design  of  the  constitution. 
But  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  the  bill  under  consideration,  ob- 
viously and  acknowledgedly  indispensable  to  se- 
cure the  public  defence,  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welrare,  is  unconstitutional  I  But,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  hesitation  of  earlier 
legislators  in  relation  to  the  constitutional  right 
of  appropriating  public  money  for  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  a  practice  or  practices 
have  grown  out  of  the  implied  powers  by  the 
constitution,  which,  as  legitimate  precedents, 
appear  to  me,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is 
concerned,  to  be  fully  sufficient  to  remove  all 
obscurity  (if,  indeed,  obscurity  there  be)  from 
the  proper  latitude  of  construction  to  be  given 
to  it.  We  erect  light-houses,  sea  walls,  piers, 
and  buoys,  to  facilitate  commerce ;  we  endow 
military  schools  as  appendages  to  our  military 
system ;  we  construct  costly  edifices  and  estab- 
lish expensive  libraries,  to  subserve  the  luxury, 
or,  if  you  please,  the  convenience  of  legislation, 
without  startling  the  scruples  or  prejudices  of 
the  most  sensitive.  But  such  acts,  genUemen 
observe,  are  essential  for  carrying  into  efi*ect 
powers  expressly  granted.    And  surely,  upon 
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this  principle,  (if  no  other  principle  permitted,) 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  may  be  sustained  and  defended. 
For  are  not  roads  and  canals  obviously  indis- 
pensable for  carrying  into  effect  a  system  of  pub- 
lic defence,  as  provided  for  by  the  constitution  ? 
Indispensable,  indeed,  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  whole  grand  design  of  that  immortal  in- 
strument— ^the  security,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  good  people  of  these  States. 

The  right  of  appropriation,  together  with  all 
necessary  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  extends 
in  my  opinion  to  every  act  of  legislation,  which, 
though  unembr^oed  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
constitution,  will  obviously  and  certainly  pro- 
mote the  public  welfare.  And  this  is  the  con- 
struction, I  am  convinced,  which  public  opinion 
has  given  to  this  question.  The  committee  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  I  do  not  derive  the 
constitutional  power  of  appropriation  in  this 
ease,  as  a  consequent  to  the  power  of  regulating 
internal  or  external  commerce,  or  of  establish- 
ing post-ofiSces  and  post  roads,  or  from  an  ex- 
tended and  extravagant  construction  to  any  in- 
dividual power ;  but  rather  from  that  general 
power,  which  appears  to  me  incidental  to,  and 
mseparably  connected  with,  all  Grovemments : 
the  power  of  securing  the  public  defence  and 
promoting  the  general  welfBTe.  But  such  a 
power,  it  is  observed,  has  no  limits;  it  will 
reach  to  any  thing  and  every  thing,  and  con- 
sequently is  dangerous  and  inadmissible.  The 
danger,  sir,  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  The 
discretion  of  Congress  must  determine  its  limits, 
as  it  does  in  relation  to  every  other  power  oi 
the  constitution,  express  or  implied.  I  would 
not,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this,  or  on  any  other 
subject,  be  considered  as  regarding  lightly  the 
authority  of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary, 
as  far  as  its  powers  be  express  and  unequivocal, 
let  them  be  fulfilled,  even  to  the  uttermost  of 
their  requisitions.  It  is,  indeed,  a  charter  so 
inexpressibly  solemn  and  imposing  in  its  obli- 
gations, that  it  should  be  approached  with 
caution,  and  touched  (if  it  be  touched  at  all) 
with  becoming  reverence.  Or  rather,  it  is  that 
grand  temple  in  which  is  deposited  the  ark, 
not  only  of  our  own  liberties,  but  of  the  hopes 
and  liberties  of  the  human  race. 

**  Long  as  the  Coliseum  standa,  Rome  shall  stand; 
When  falls  the  ColiaeTim,  Rome  shall  fall, 
And  when  Rome  falls,  the  world.** 

Yes,  sir,  equally  with  those  opposed  to  the 
bill,  I  regard  as  sacred  and  obligatory,  the  au- 
thority of  the  constitution,  as  far  as  it  be  ex- 
press and  unequivocal.  And  I  must  be  permitted 
to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  the  extraordinary  disposition  manifested 
at  this  moment,  to  assail  its  integrity.  And  I 
regret  exceedingly  to  observe  the  force  of  the 
powerful  talents  of-  my  distinguished  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDuffie,)  arrayed 
against  it  Amendments  may  be  necessary; 
and,  to  a  certiun  extent — ^a  very  limited  extent, 
however— I  believe  are  desirable.    But  with 


all  its  imperfections,  it  is  notwitbstiBdin^lL 
Chairman,  that  august  Btracture  into  wladl 
would  rather  see  committed  the  enriaiai 
destinies  of  this  country,  than  any  other  liai 
the  genius  of  man  will  ever  be  able  to  kirn 
or  erect.  Storms  may  asaaiL  and  the  dia^ 
of  portending  dissolution  will  SBBuredly  ao» 
pass  it.  But,  as  long  aa  Tirtne  and  isteffi^ 
continue  to  crowd  its  portals  and  offiditetili 
altars,  the  tempest  wiU  burst  harmlea  ttmt 
it ;  and  when  the  deep  gloom  of  the  ocMt 
shall  break  away,  the  symbol  of  the  UiooDii 
still  be  seen,  floating  over  it,  aa  re^lendadji 
ever — as  uninfluenced,  and  uneuaangeni  s- 
deed,  as  the  standard  erected  above  11&,  bji» 
storms  which  sometimee  shake  thisiailtoil 
foundations. 
When  Mr.  Holoombe  had  oondoded— 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clat,  who  is,  tbs^ 
entitled  to  the  floor,  the  oonmuttee  ro^a' 
the  House  adljoumed. 


WEnmsDAT,  February  \L 
Surteysfor  Soads  and  Canak 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  fif 
Whole,  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  dis; 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesteid^;  t^ 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  to  strike  e^ 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  reported  hj  Ik 
Hemphiix,  Chairman  of  the  Conunittee  s 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  obtain  the  reqniateff- 
veys  and  plans  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  in  rising,  said,  thii^ 
could  not  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  sn^ 
before  him,  without  first  asking  leave  to  ofi* 
his  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  committees 
so  far  accommodating  him,  as  to  a^n^  ob* 
mously  to  adjourn  its  sitting  to  the  prei^ 
time,  in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportosi^tt 
exhibiting  his  views ;  (which,  howeTcr,  h 
feared  he  should  do  very  nnaeoeptaUj.)  ^' 
requital  for  this  kindness,  he  w(mld  eadeff^ 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  to  abbreviate  wbit« 
had  to  present  to  their  oonsideratioD.  Y^  ' 
a  question  of  this  extent  and  nKHDent^  tta* 
were  so  many  topics  whidi  demanded  a  d^^ 
ate  examination,  that,  firom  the  natBe  <^^ 
case,  it  would  be  impossible,  he  was  am^ 
reduce  the  argument  to  any  ^ng  that  the  o^ 
mittee  would  conader  a  reasonable  c<><°F^^ 

It  was  known  to  all  who  heard  him,^ 
there  had  now  existed  for  several  ye*™.'^*J 
ence  of  opinion  between  the  BKecntiTe » 
Legislative  branches  of  this  QoverDmeBt,tf« 
the  nature  and  extent  of  certain  powtntf*' 
f erred  upon  it  by  the  oonstitntioiL  T^^*^ 
cessive  Presidents  had  returned  to  ^^J^ 
bills  which  had  previously  passed  bolh  ^J 
of  that  body,  with  a  communication  «."* 
opinion  that  Congress,  under  the  ^^'^^''^nS 
possessed  no  power  to  enact  such  ^^  ^^ 
respect,  personal  and  official,  most  l*^v!J 
all,  as  it  was  due,  to  those  distingiaahedowg 
and  to  thdr  opinions  thus  McAetmj  snaoiB^* 
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iQd  the  most  profound  oonsideralion  belonged 
o  our  present  Obief  Magistrate,  who  bad 
avored  that  House  with  a  written  argument, 
ff  great  length  and  labor,  consisting  of  not  less 
han  sixty  or  seventy  pages,  in  support  of  his 
ixposition  of  the  constitution.  From  the  mag- 
litude  of  the  interests  involyed  in  the  question, 
Jl  would  readily  concur,  that,  if  the  power  is 
panted  and  does  really  exist,  it  ougnt  to  be 
indicated,  upheld,  maintained,  that  the  coun- 
ry  might  derive  tiie  great  benefits  which  may 
low  from  its  prudent  exercise.  If  it  has  not 
)een  communicated  to  Oongress,  then  all  claim 
o  it  should  be,  at  once,  surrendered.  It  was  a 
arcumstance  of  peculiar  regret  to  him,  that 
me  more  competent  than  himself  had  not  risen 
o  support  the  course  which  the  legislative  de- 
partment had  heretofore  felt  itself  bound  to  pur- 
ine on  this  great  question.  Of  all  the  trusts 
vhich  are  created  by  human  agency,  that  is  the 
lighest,  most  solemn,  and  most  responsible, 
trhich  involves  the  exercise  of  political  power. 
Sxerted  when  it  has  not  been  intrusted,  the 
mblic  funotionaiy  is  guilty  of  usurpation.  And 
lis  infidelity  to  the  public  good  is  not,  perhaps, 
ess  culpable,  when  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  ex- 
trcise  a  power  which  has  been  fairly  conveyed, 
o  promote  the  public  prosperity.  If  the  pow- 
)r  which  he  thus  forbears  to  exercise,  can  only 
»  exerted  bv  him — ^if  no  other  public  function- 
ary can  employ  it,  and  the  public  good  requires 
to  exercise,  his  treachery  is  greatly  aggravated. 
i  is  only  in  those  cases  where  the  object  of  the 
nvestment  of  power  is  the  personal  ease  or  ag- 
prandizement  of  the  public  agent,  that  his  for- 
)earance  to  use  it  is  praiseworthy,  gracious^  or 
nagnanimous. 

He  was  extremely  happy  to  find,  that,  on 
nany  of  the  points  of  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babboub,) 
here  was  entire  concurrence  between  them, 
iridely  as  they  differed  in  their  tdtimate  con- 
ilusions.  On  this  occasion  (as  on  all  others  on 
vhich  that  gentleman  obliged  the  House  with 
m  expression  of  his  opinions)  he  displayed  great 
ibility  and  ingenuity;  and,  as  well  from  the 
natter  as  from,  the  respectful  manner  of  his 
trgument,  it  was  deserving  of  the  most  thor- 
>ugh  consideration.  He  was  compelled  to  dif- 
"er  from  that  gentleman  at  the  very  threshold. 
3e  had  commenced  by  laying  down  as  a  gen- 
ffal  principle,  that,  in  the  distribution  of  powers 
imong  our  Federal  and  State  governments,  those 
vhich  were  of  a  municipal  character  were  to  be 
)onsidered  as  appertaining  to  Uie  State  govem- 
nents,  and  those  which  related  to  external 
affairs,  to  the  General  Government.  If  he  might 
)e  allowed  to  throw  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
ileman  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  (a  shape 
irhich  he  presumed  would  be  quite  iup*eeable 
k>  him,)  it  amounted  to  this :  Municipal  powers 
^long  exclusively  to  the  State  governments: 
rat  the  power  to  make  internal  improvements 
ts  municipal;  therefore  it  belongs  to  the  State 
Bovemmento  alone.  He  (Mr.  C.)  denied  both 
the  premises  and  the  conclunon.    If  the  gentle- 


man had  affirmed  that  certain  municipal  pow- 
ers, and  the  great  mass  of  them,  belong  to  the 
State  governments,  his  proposition  wodd  have 
been  incontrovertible.  But  if  he  had  so  quali- 
fied it,  it  would  not  have  assisted  the  gentleman 
at  all  in  his  conclusion.  But  surely  the  power 
of  taxation — the  power  to  r^^ate  the  value  of 
coin — ^the  power  to  establish  a  uniform  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures — ^to  establish  post- 
offices  and  post  roads— to  regulate  commerce 
among  tiie  several  States — that  in  relation  to 
the  judiciary,  besides  many  other  powers  indis- 
putably belonging  to  the  Federal  Gk>vernment^ 
are  strictly  municipaL  If|  as  he  understood  the 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  part 
of  his  argument  to  admit,  some  municipal  pow- 
ers belong  to  the  one  system,  and  some  to  the 
other,  we  shall  derive  very  little  aid  from  the 
gentleman's  principle,  in  making  the  discrimi- 
nation between  the  two.  The  question  must 
ever  remain  open,  whether  any  given  power, 
and  of  course  that  in  question,  is  or  is  not 
delisted  to  this  Government  or  retained  by 
the  States. 

The  conclusion  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  all 
internal  improvements  belong  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments; that  they  are  of  a  limited  and  local 
character,  and  are  not  comprehended  within  the 
scope  of  the  federal  powers,  which  relate  to  ex- 
ternal or  general  objects.  That  many,  perhaps 
most  internal  improvements,  partake  of  the 
character  described  by  the  gentleman,  he,  Mr. 
C,  should  not  deny.  But  it  was  no  less  true 
that  there  were  otiiers,  emphatically  national, 
which  neither  the  policy,  nor  the  power,  nor 
the  interest  of  any  State  would  induce  it  to  ao- 
complish,  and  which  could  only  be  efiected  by 
the  application  of  the  resources  of  iJie  nation. 
The  improvement  of  the  naviaation  of  tbe 
Mississippi  would  fdmish  a  striking  example. 
This  was  undeniably  a  great  and  important 
object.  The  report  of  a  highly  scientific  and 
intelligent  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  (which 
Mr.  0.  hoped  would  be  soon  taken  up  and  act- 
ed upon,)  had  shown  that  the  cost  of  any  prac- 
ticable improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  in  the  present  state  of  the  inhabitants  of 
its  banks,  was  a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  to  the 

Seat  benefits  which  would  accrue  from  it.  He, 
r.  Olat,  believed  that  about  double  the 
amount  of  the  loss  of  a  single  steamboat  and 
cargo,  (the  Tennessee,)  would  effect  the  whole 
improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
which  ought  to  be  at  this  time  attempted.  In 
this  great  object  twelve  States  and  two  Terri- 
tories were,  in  different  degrees,  interested. 
The  power  to  effect  the  improvement  of  that 
river  was  surely  not  municipal,  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  gentleman  used  the  term.  If  it 
were,  to  which  of  tbe  twelve  States  and  two 
Territories  concerned  did  it  belong?  It  was  a 
great  object,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  a 
Confederacy.  And  here  is  existing  that  Con- 
federacy, and  no  other  can  lawfully  exist;  for 
the  constitution  prohibits  tibe  States^  imme* 
diately  interested,  from  entering  into  any  treaty 
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or  compact  with  each  other.  Other  examples 
might  be  given  to  show,  that,  if  even  the  pow- 
er existed,  the  inclination  to  exert  it  would  not 
be  felt,  to  effectuate  certain  improvements  em- 
inently calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  Union.  Neither  of  the  three  Stat^  nor  all 
of  tliem  united,  through  which  the  Cumberland 
road  passes,  would  ever  have  erected  that  road. 
Two  of  them  would  have  thrown  in  every  im- 
pediment to  its  completion  in  their  power. 
Federative  in  its  character,  it  could  only  have 
been  executed  so  far  by  the  application  of 
federative  means.  Again:  the  contemplated 
canal  through  New  Jersey ;  that  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware ;  that 
tQ  unite  the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  were  all 
objects  of  a  general  and  federative  nature,  in 
which  the  States,  through  which  they  might 
severally  pass,  could  not  be  expected  to  feel 
any  such  special  interest  as  would  lead  to  their 
execution.  Tending,  as  undoubtedly  they 
would  do,  to  promote  the  good  of  the  whole, 
the  power  and  the  treasure  of  the  whole  must 
be  applied  to  tlieir  execution,  if  they  are  ever 
consunmiated. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  those 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  appeared  to  him 
to  convey  the  power  in  question,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  allowed  to  disclaim,  for  his  part,  sev- 
eral sources  whence  others  had  deduced  the  au- 
thority. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  it  remarkable  that  the  friends  of  the 
power  should  disagree  so  much  among  them- 
selves; and  to  draw  a  conclusion  against  its 
existence  from  the  fact  of  this  discrepancy. 
But  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  see  nothing  extraordinary 
in  this  diversity  of  views.  What  was  more 
common  than  for  different  men  to  contemplate 
the  same  subject  under  various  aspects?  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  that  en- 
lightened men,  perfectly  upright  in  their  inten- 
tions, differed  in  tlieir  opinions  on  almost  every 
topic  that  could  be  mentioned.    It  was  rather  a 

E resumption  in  favor  of  the  cause  which  he  was 
umbly  maintaining,  that  the  same  result  should 
be  attained  by  so  many  various  modes  of  rea- 
soning. But,  if  contrariety  of  views  might  be 
pleaded  with  any  effect  against  the  advocates 
of  the  disputed  power,  it  equally  availed  itself 
against  their  opponents.  There  was,  for  exam- 
ple, not  a  very  exact  coincidence  in  opinion  be- 
tween the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  The  President 
says,  (page  26  of  his  book,)  "  the  use  of  the  ex- 
isting road  by  the  stage,  mail-carrier,  or  post- 
boy, in  passing  over  it,  as  others  do,  is  all  that 
would  be  thought  of;  the  jurisdiction  and  soil 
remaining  to  the  State,  with  a  right  in  the 
State,  or  those  authorized  by  its  Legislature,  to 
change  the  road  at  pleasure."  Again,  page  27, 
the  President  asks,  "  If  the  Unit^  States  pos- 
sessed the  power  contended  for  under  this 
grant,  might  they  not,  in  adopting  the  roads  of 
the  individual  States,  for  the  carriage  of  the 
mail,  as  has  been  done,  assume  jurisdiction  over 
thoin,  and  preclude  a  right  to  interfere  with  or 


alter  them  ? "  They  both  agree  that  fh«  G«- 
eral  Government  does  not  possess  tbepows; 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits,  if  be  (Ml 
C.)  understood  him  correctly,  that  the  dela- 
tion of  a  State  road  as  a  post^road,  so  fsx  vkb- 
drew  it  from  the  iurisdiotioa  of  the  Stated  &£ 
it  could  not  be  afterwards  pnt  down  or  dasd 
by  the  State ;  and  in  this  he  claims  for  tie 
General  Government  more  pow^  th^  th 
President  concedes  to  it.  The  Presideot  a 
the  contrary,  pronounces  that  **  the  abs^iftT 
of  such  a  pretension"  (that  is,  preventiD|L  tf 
the  designation  of  a  post-road,  the  power  of  di 
State  from  altering  or  chan^ng  it)  ^*  must  h 
apparent  to  all  who  exanaine  it."  The  gemk- 
man  thinks  that  the  designation  of  a  post  rod 
withdraws  it  entirelv,  so  far  as  it  is  usedfer 
that  purpose,  from  the  power  of  the  wlide 
State;  whilst  the  President  thinks  it  absordti 
assert  that  a  mere  county  court  may  not  (kSat 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  Stdla 
The  President  thinks  that  under  the  power  <f 
appropriating  the  money  of  the  United  Stata^ 
Congress  may  apply  it  to  anjr  object  of  intsol 
improvement,  provided  it  does  not  assome  aaj 
territorial  jurisdiction ;  and,  in  this  re^»(l  ii 
claims  for  the  General  Government  more  pov> 
er  than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asagntd 
it.  And  he  (Mr.  C.)  must  own  that  he  so  Iff 
coincided  with  the  gentieman  from  ViiigiiiiL 
If  the  power  can  be  traced  to  no  more  1^ 
mate  source  than  to  that  of  appropriating  tbe 
public  treasure,  he  yielded  the  qaestion. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  specific  grant  ii 
the  constitution  of  the  power  of  appropriatiQi; 
nor  was  any  such  requisite.     It  is  a  re^ol^ 
power.    The  constitution  vests  in  0>Dgre9  tk 
power  of  taxation,  with  but  few  limitatioD^  tf 
raise  a  public  revenue.    It  then  ennmentes  tfat 
powers  of  Congress.    And  it  follows,  of  neee- 
sity,  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  apply  tk0 
money  so  raised  to  the  execution  of  the  povefl 
so  granted,    llie  clause  which  concludes  tbe 
enumeration  of  the  granted  powei^  by  aatlwr 
izing  the  passage  of  all  laws  ^necessary  tfd 
proper "  to  effectuate  them,  comprehends  ti# 
power  of  appropriation.    And  the  framas  rf 
the  constitution  recognize  it  by  the  restiictiatt 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  ^  tretf* 
ury  but  in  virtue  of  a  previous  appn>priatioaliy 
law.    It  was  to  him  wonderful  how  the  Ph*- 
dent  should  have  brought  his  mind  to  t2ie  coO' 
elusion  that,  under  the  power  of  appr(^ri«*>*« 
thus  incidentally  existing,  a  right  could  be  sel 
up,  jn  ita  nature  almost  without  ^i^^^^^^? 
employ  the  public  money.    He  cwnbsts  w 
great  success  and  much  ability,  anydednco* 
of  power  from  the  clause  relatiog  to  the  g«- 
eral  welfare.    He  shows  that  the  effect  of  < 
would  be  to  overturn,  or  render  useless  an^  ^ 
gatory,  the  careful  enumeration  of  onrpo*^ 
and  that  it  would  convert  a  cautiouaJy  lin^ 
Government  into  one  without  limitation-  ^ 
same  process  of  reasoning  by  which  his  Bi» 
was  brought  to  this  just  conclusion,  one  wj 
have  thought,  should  have  warned  him  r 
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lis  claiming,  nnder  the  power  of  appropriation, 
inch  a  vast  latitade  of  anthoritj'.  He  reasons 
itronrij*  against  the  power,  as  claimed  by  ns, 
larmleea,  and  beneficent,  and  limited  as  itmjost 
)e  admitted  to  be,  and  yet  he  sets  up  a  power 
xinndless  in  its  extent,  nnrestrained  to  the  ob- 
ect  of  internal  improvements,  and  compre- 
lending  the  whole  scope  of  hnman  affairs. 
?or,  if  the  power  exists,  as  he  asserts  it,  what 
mman  restraint  is  there  upon  it?  He  does, 
ndeed,  say,  that  it  cannot  be  exerted  so  as  to 
uterfere  with  the  territorial  jarisdiction  of  the 
kates.  Bnt  this  is  a  restriction  altogether 
nratnitons,  flowing  from  the  bounty  of  the 
President,  and  not  found  in  the  prescriptions 
»f  the  constitution.  K  we  have  a  right,  in- 
lefinitely,  to  apply  the  money  of  the  Govem- 
nent  to  internal  improvements)  or  to  any  other 
»bject^  what  is  to  prevent  the  application  of  it 
o  the  purchase  of  the  sovereignty  itself,  of  a 
itate,  if  a  State  were  mean  enough  to  sell  its 
lovereignty;  to  the  purchase  of  kingdoms,  em- 
lires,  the  globe  hself  ?  With  an  almost  un- 
imited  power  of  taxation,  and,  after  the  rev- 
nne  is  raised,  with  a  right  to  apply  it  under 
10  other  limitations  than  those  which  the 
iVesident^s  caution  has  suggested,  he  could  not 
ee  what  other  human  power  was  needed.  It 
kad  been  said  by  Offisar  or  Bonaparte,  no  doubt 
bought  by  both,  that  with  soldiers  enough  they 
K>uld  get  money  enough,  and  wiUi  money 
mough  they  could  command  soldiers  enough, 
iocording  to  the  President's  interpretation  of 
he  constitution^  one  of  these  great  levers  of 
mblic  force  and  power  is  posseseed  by  this 
Wemment  The  President  seems  to  contem- 
>late,  as  fraught  with  much  danger,  the  power, 
rambly  as  it  is  claimed,  to  effect  the  internal 
mprovement  of  tiie  country.  And,  in  his  at- 
ampt  to  overthrow  i\fl©ts  up  one  of  infinitely 
n^ter  magnitude.  The  quantum  of  power 
irhxck  we  claim  over  the  subject  of  internal 
mprovement  is,  it  is  true,  of  greater  amount 
ma  force  than  that  which  results  from  the 
President's  view  of  the  constitution:  but  then 
t  is  limited  to  the  object  of  internal  improve- 
nents,  whilst  the  power  set  up  by  the  Presi- 
lent  has  no  such  limitation,  and  in  effect,  as 
iCr.  0.  conceived,  has  no  limitation  whatever, 
>ut  that  of  the  ability  of  the  people  to  bear 
axation. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  part  of 
his  Union  more  likely  than  all  others  to  be 
)enefited  by  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's 
)rinciple,  regulating  the  public  expenditure,*  it 
8  the  West.  There  is  a  perpetual  drain  from 
>bat  embarrassed  and  highly  distressed  portion 
)f  our  country,  of  its  circulating  medium  to  the 
Sast.  There,  but  few  and  inconsiderable  ex- 
)euditures  of  the  public  money  take  place, 
there  we  have  none  of  those  public  works,  no 
iamifioent  edifices,  forts,  armories,  arsenals, 
iockyards,  &c,  which  more  or  less  are  to  be 
bund  in  every  Atlantic  State.  In  at  least  seven 
States  beyond  the  Alleghany,  not  one  solitary 
public  work  of  this  Government  is  to  be  found. 


If,  by  one  of  those  awfhl  and  terrible  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  which  sometimes  occur, 
this  Government  should  be  imhappily  annihi- 
lated, everywhere  on  the  seaboard  traces  of  its 
former  existence  would  be  found;  whilst  we 
should  not  have,  in  the  West,  a  single  monu- 
ment remaining  on  which  to  pour  out  our  affec- 
tions and  our  regrets.  Yet,  sir,  we  do  not 
complain.  No  portion  of  your  population  is 
more  loyal  to  the  Union,  than  the  hardy  free- 
men of  the  West.  Nothine  can  weaken  or 
eradicate  their  ardent  desure  for  its  lasting  pres- 
ervation. None  are  more  prompt  to  vindicate 
the  interests  and  rights  of  the  nation  from  all 
foreign  aggression.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the 
glorious  scenes  in  which  they  participated,  du- 
ring the  late  war — a  war  in  which  they  had  no 
peculiar  or  direct  interest,  waged  for  no  com- 
merce, no  seamen  of  theirs?  But  it  was  enough 
for  them  that  it  was  a  war  demanded  by  the 
character  and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  They 
did  not  stop  to  calculate  its  cost  of  blood,  or 
of  treasure.  They  flew  to  arms ;  they  rushed 
down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  wi&  all  the 
impetuosity  of  that  noble  river.  They  fought 
the  enemy.  They  found  him  at  the  beach. 
They  fought;  they  bled;  they  covered  them- 
selves and  their  country  with  immortal  glory. 
They  enthusiastically  shared  in  all  the  trans- 
ports occasioned  by  our  victories,  whether  won 
on  the  ocean  or  on  the  land.  They  felt  with 
the  keenest  distress,  whatever  disaster  befell  us. 
No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  neglect,  injury  itself  cannot 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  West  from  this 
Government  They  ding  to  it  as  to  their  best, 
their  greatest,  their  last  hope.  Ton  may  im- 
poverish them,  reduce  them  to  ruin,  by  the  mis- 
takes of  yourpolicy,  and  you  cannot  drive  them 
from  yon.  They  do  not  complain  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  where  the  pub- 
no  exigencies  require  its  disbursement  But,  I 
put  it  to  your  candor,  if  you  ought  not,  by  a 
generous  and  national  policy,  to  mitigate,  if  not 
prevent,  the  evils  resulting  nrom  the  perpetual 
transfer  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  West 
to  the  East  One  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
annually  is  transferred  for  the  public  lands 
alone ;  and  almost  every  dollar  goes,  like  him 
who  goes  to  death— to  a  bourne  m>m  which  no 
traveller  returns.    In  ten  years  it  will  amount 

to  fifteen  millions ;  in  twenty  to ;  but  I 

will  not  pursue  the  appalling  results  of  arith- 
metic. Gentlemen  who  believe  that  these  vast 
sums  are  supplied  by  emigrants  from  the  East, 
labor  under  great  error.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the  East  bore 
along  with  it  the  means  to  effect  the  purchase 
of  the  public  domain.  Bnt  that  tide  nas,  in  a 
great  measure^  now  stopped.  And  as  popula- 
tion advances  farther  and  farther  West,  it  will 
entirely  cease.  The  greatest  migrating  States 
in  the  Union,  at  this  time,  are  ICentucxy  first, 
Ohio  next,  and  Tennessee.  The  emigrants  from 
those  States  carry  with  them,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  lying  beyond  thcon,  the  circulating 
medium,  which,  being  invested  in  the  purchase 
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of  the  pnblio  land,  is  transmitted  to  the  points 
where  the  wants  of  Government  require  it.  If 
this  debilitating  and  exhausting  process  were 
inevitable,  it  mnst  be  borne  with  manly  forti- 
tude. But  we  think  that  a  fit  exertion  of  the 
powers  of  this  Government  would  mitigate  the 
evil.  We  believe  that  the  Government  inoon- 
testably  possesses  the  constitutional  power  to 
execute  such  internal  improvements  as  are  called 
for  by  the  good  of  the  whole.  And  we  appeal 
to  your  equity,  to  your  parental  regard,  to  your 
enlightened  policy,  to  perform  the  high  and 
beneficial  trust  thus  sacredly  reposed.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  the  topic  to  which  I 
have  reluctantly  adverted,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  And  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  misconception  of  my  motives  in  dwelling 
upon  it.  A  wise  and  considerate  Government 
should  anticipate  and  prevent,  rather  than  wait 
for  the  operation  of  causes  of  discontent 

Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  has  this 
Government  done  on  the  great  subject  of  In- 
ternal Improvements,  after  so  many  years  of  its 
existence,  and  with  such  an  inviting  field  be- 
fore it?  Ton  have  made  the  Cumberland  road 
only.  Gentlemen  appear  to  have  considered 
that  a  Western  road.  They  ought  to  recollect 
that  not  one  stone  has  yet  been  broken,  not  one 
spade  of  earth  has  been  yet  removed  in  any 
Western  State.  The  road  begins  in  Maryland 
and  it  terminates  at  Wheeling.  It  passes 
through  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Virginia.  All  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  that  road, 
has  accrued  to  those  three  States.  Not  one  cent 
in  any  Western  State.  And  yet  we  have  had 
to  beg,  entreat,  supplicate  you,  session  after 
session,  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations 
to  complete  the  road.  I  have  myself  toiled 
until  my  powers  have  been  exhausted  and  pros- 
trated, to  previul  on  you  to  midLC  the  grant. 
We  were  actuated  to  make  these  exertions  for 
the  sake  of  the  collateral  benefit  only  to  the 
West ;  that  we  might  have  a  way  by  which  we 
should  be  able  to  continue  and  maintain  an 
affectionate  intercourse  with  our  {riends  and 
brethren — ^that  we  might  hi^ve  a  way  to  reach 
the  Capitol  of  our  country,  and  to  bring  our  coun- 
cils, humble  as  the^  may  be,  to  consult  and 
mingle  with  yours  m  the  advancement  of  the 
national  prosperity.  Yes,  sir,  the  Cumberland 
road  has  only  readied  the  margin  of  a  Western 
State ;  and,  from  some  indications  which  have 
been  given  during  this  session,  I  should  ap- 
prehend it  would  there  pause  for  ever,  if  my 
confidence  in  you  were  not  unbounded ;  if  I 
had  not  before  witnessed  that  appeals  were 
never  unsuccessful  to  your  justice,  to  your  mag- 
nanimity, to  your  fraternal  affection. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  is  no  Western 
bill.  It  is  emphatically  a  national  bill,  com- 
prehending ail,  looking  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole.  The  people  of  the  West  never  thought 
of,  never  desired,  never  asked,  for  a  system  ex- 
clusively for  their  benefit.    The  system  con- 


templated by  this  bill  looks  to  greit  ttteil 
objects,  and  proposes  the  ultimate  app&ote 
to  their  aooompushment  of  the  only  rneni  \ 
which'  they  can  be  efifected,  the  mem  d  fii 
nation — ^means  which,  if  ihej  be  witfahddfioB 
such  objects,  the  Union,  I  do  moetiofeii^ 
believe,  of  these  now  happy  and  pnaeni 
States,  may  at  some  distant  (I  inistafa,k 
distant)  day,  be  endangered  and  shakai  itil 
centre. 

When  Mr.  Cult  had  condnded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  etfAi 
enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  and  decided  is  tbi 
ncgative^ayes  74,  noes  109. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  fill  the  Uiak  if 
appropriation  with  the  snm  of  thirty  thovsi 
dollars,  which  was  carried — ayes  105. 

The  committee  then  roee,  and  reported  tfti 
bill  with  the  amendment,  and,  on  the  qostia 
of  its  engrossment  for  a  third  readbig,  tlttifH 
and  nays  were  called,  on  motion  of  ]£r.  li» 
OKB,  and  are  as  follows : 

TBAS.~MesflnL  Abbot,  Adams,  AkxsadtrrfTa- 
neaeee,  Allen  of  Tenneaee,  Aniaoo,  Baj]Mi»J>& 
Barbour,  Biurtlett,  Bartley,  Beech«r,  Bbir,  Bnd^ 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bnckner,  Campbell  of  Obk^  C» 
ter,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Cook,  Crowninshicld,  Cei- 
man,  Cnthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Effia,  Faml^ 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazkj,  Goiii 
Gurley,  Harris,  Haywaid,  Hemphill,  Hemj,  He^ 
mer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  IndES,  Jolvfl 
of  Viigima,  J.  T.  Johnaon,  F.  Johnson,  Keot,  K» 
mar,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Litde,  living^ 
McArthur,  McDuffie,  McKean,  McKee,  McKn,)!"- 
Lane  of  Delawax«,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Maitiiidsle,  Mi^ 
Tin,  Matlack,  Men»r,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  ICtcMtf 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moon  of  S» 
tacky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nevtoo,  0^ 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Oluo,  Y\t 
mer  of  Pennsylyania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Baakin,KQP' 
nolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  So^ 
Sloane,  William  Smith,  Spenoe,  Standcfer,  J. » 
phenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Stiong,  Swan,  Tost,  Tbfl^ 
son  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Udree,  7iaci« 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Tinton,  Virt* 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whitde«^y,  White,  WicUift,  Ji*| 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio^  and  Wi^ 
—114.  . 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Viiipms,  i&sf 
Massacbnsetta,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  GoaneM 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Bnck,  Bsrig 
Burton,  Cambreleng,   Campbell  of  SooA  CiiwJ 
Caiy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  0* 
Craig,  Culpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  B***? 
Nor&  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Conwctkati  WJ» 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Hsrwjj*^ 
den,   Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogebown,  Hooki,  J«» 
Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Uncohi,  LiteJ^fie^*^ 
more,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Msngam,  iWg 
Matson,  Morgan,  Plumer  of  New  Hainp«iw.J2 
dolph.  Reed,  Richards,  Sharpc,  Sibley,  Artto^ 
Alex.  Smyth,  Spai^t,  Steilm&  A.  St»^w«».»^ 
dard,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  G^^l^i^ 
linson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Vhginia,  Tncteof  ^^ 
Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  f  y*  "^ 
pie,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vu:ginis,  WiUa*? 
North  CaroHna,  WUson  of  South  Csnto,  »«^ 
and  Woods— 82. 
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To-morrow  was  then  aaeigiied  for  the  third 
tading  of  the  bilL 

The  following  is  a  oopy  of  the  bill  as  it  pass- 
id  the  House : 

K  Bin  to  procure  the  neoefaur  sorfeyti  pUuu,  and 
••dmatea,  upon  the  labjeot  of  roads  and  oaniUa. 

Bs  it  enacted,  dte.^  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
id  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  canse  the  necessary 
lureys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made,  of  the 
trates  of  snch  roads  and  canals  as  he  may  deem  of 
Mtional  importance,  in  a  commercial  or  military 
wint  of  Tiew,  or  necessary  for  the  tranqwrtadon  of 
he  public  mail,  designating,  in  the  case  of  each  ca- 
laly  what  parts  may  be  made  capable  of  sloop  navi- 
gation ;  the  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  for  each, 
rhen  oompleted,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That,  to  carry  into  effect 
he  olgects  of  this  act,  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
lereby,  authorixed  to  employ  two  or  more  skilfol 
dvil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  corps  of  en- 
pneers,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with  that 
wtps,  as  he  may  thmk  proper;  and  the  sum  of  tlurty 
hofisand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appio- 
nriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaa- 
uy,  not  otherwisa  appropriated. 

Thubsdat,  January  15. 

Monument  to  Wa§hin{fton, 

Mr.' Buchanan  presented  the  following  reso- 
Intion : 

Beeolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
inty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  reso- 
ntions  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  24th  December, 
1799,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble  monument 
n  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  to  com- 
nemorate  the  great  events  of  the  military  and  politi- 
ial  life  of  General  Washington,  may  be  best  aooom- 
Aished,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  biU  or 
itiierwise. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  the  House  would,  he 
Tasted,  excuse  him  for  midLing  a  few  observa- 
ions  in  explanation  of  the  motiyes  which  had 
iupelled  him  to  offer  the  resolution  now  under 
x>nsideration.  On  the  24th  December,  1799, 
he  Congress  of  the  United  States  resolyed, 
*  That  a  marble  monument  be  erected  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  Capitol  at  the  city  of 
i^ashington,  and  that  the  family  of  G^eneral 
(Washington  be  requested  to  permit  his  body  to 
)e  deposited  under  it ;  and  that  the  monument 
)e  so  designed  as  to  commemorate  the  great 
JTents  of  his  military  and  political  life."  They 
dso  resolyed,  "  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
Hi  States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy  of  these 
desolations  to  be  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, assuring  her  of  the  profound  respect  Oon- 
P^  will  eyer  bear  to  her  person  and  charao- 
^r;  of  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting 
lispensations  of  Providence;  and  entreating 
tier  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of 
(leneral  George  Washington  in  the  manner  ex- 
pressed in  the  first  resolution."  The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  transmitted  these 
f«solutions  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who,  on  the 
31st  December,  1799,  returned  an  answer,  which 
[  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 


Mouirr  Vebhor,  Dee,  81, 1799. 

Sib  :  While  I  feel  with  keenest  angniahy  the  late 
diR>ensation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  insen- 
sible to  the  moomful  tributes  of  req>ect  and  venera- 
tion which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  de- 
ceased hoshand ;  and,  as  his  hest  services  and  most 
anxious  wishes  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  his  country,  to  know  that  they  were 
truly  appreciated,  and  gratefully  remembered,  affords 
no  inconsiderable  consolation. 

Taught  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so 
long  hj^  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes 
to  the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to  the  request 
made  by  Congress,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness 
to  transmit  to  me;  and  in  doing  this  I  need  not,  I 
cannot  say  what  a  sacrifice  of  individual  feeling  I 
make  to  a  sense  of  public  duty. 

With  grateful    acknowledgments,   and  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  personal  respect,  and  evidences  of  con- 
dolence, expressed  by  Congress,  and  yourself, 
I  remain  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  most  obed*t  humble  servant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 

During  the  same  session  of  Congress,  a  bill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  erect- 
ing a  mausoleum  for  George  Washington  in  the 
dty  of  Washington.  It  was  postponed  in  the 
Senate  until  the  next  session.  Several  attempts 
have  since  been  made  in  Congress  to  redeem 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  but  they  have 
all  proved  unavailing.  The  man  who  was  em- 
phatically first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  has  been  sleep- 
ing with  his  &thers  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  his  mortal  remains  have  yet  been 
unhonored  by  that  people,  who,  with  justice, 
caU  him  the  father  of  their  country. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  neg- 
lect be  more  impolitic  or  ungrateful.  Every 
wise  nation  has  paid  honors  to  the  raemorv  of 
the  men  who  have  been  the  saviours  of  their 
country.  Sculpture  and  painting  have  vied 
with  each  other,  in  transmitting  their  imagea 
and  the  memorv  of  their  deeds  to  the  remotest 
generations.  By  these  means,  the  holy  fire  of 
virtuous  emulation  has  been  kindled  in  the  bo- 
soms of  the  youth  of  succeeding  ages. 

Our  country  has  produced  a  General,  whose 
prudence  and  perseverance,  whose  courage  and 
military  skill,  conquered  our  independence^ 
agiunst  fearful  odds,  from  the  most  powerfioi 
nation  on  earth ;  and  what  is  still  more  wonder- 
ftd,  was  never  intoxicated  by  the  illusions  of 
military  glory.  Our  country  has  given  birth  to 
a  statesman,  who  was  chiefiy  intrumental  in 
converting  the  chaos  of  the  old  Confederation 
into  the  most  perfect  fabric  of  human  wisdom 
— ^the  Federal  Constitution;  and  whose  con- 
duct, as  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
characterized  by  snch  wisdom  and  virtue,  that, 
after  the  strictest  examination,  it  is  now  admit- 
ted to  be  the  most  proper  guide  to  direct  us  in 
the  path  which  leaas  to  the  nation^s  prosperity 
and  glory.  In  short,  our  country  has  produced 
a  Washington;  he  has  been  dead  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  and  we  have  erected  no  rnonu* 
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ment  on  which  to  record  his  yirtueS)  and  our 
gratitude. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Oongress,  hy  neglecting,  for 
so  long  a  period,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
resolntions,  had  been  subjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy,  as  weU  as  iDgratitude.  We 
made  a  solemn  promise  to  the  widowed  partner 
of  Washington,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  bj  a  legislative  act,  that  we  would  erect 
a  monument  to  his  memor}'.  That  distinguish- 
ed ladj  has  long  slumbered  with  him  in  the 
grave,  and  this  pledge  has  never  yet  been  re- 
deemed. Although  his  mortal  remains  have, 
at  our  request,  and  by  her  consent,  become  the 
property  of  the  public,  yet  they  still  lie  neg^ 
lectod.  Indeed,  I  have  been  credibly  inform- 
ed, that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  steal  them 
away  from  his  country,  which  had  almost  prov- 
ed successful. 

Bo  we,  Mr.  Speaker,  consider  it  a  matter  of 
necessity,  in  all  respects,  to  preserve  the  public 
faith  inviolate  ?  And  shall  we  prove  faithless 
only  in  what  concerns  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton ?  The  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  argu- 
ment so  often  repeated  in  this  House,  against 
the  adoption  of  measures,  will,  in  this  case,  be 
unavailing.  The  long  list  of  ages  which  pre- 
ceded the  birth  of  Washington,  had  never  pre- 
sented a  human  character  so  perfect ;  and  there 
is  but  a  bare  possibility  that  future  generations 
will  produce  his  equal. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  unan- 
imously. 

Mr.  Oabt,  of  Georgia,  arose  and  said,  that, 
before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
he  woidd  ask  leave  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  gave  ex- 
pression to  what  he  believed  were  the  just  sen- 
timents and  feelings  of  an  American  on  the  sub- 
iect  it  contemplated.  The  resolution  directs  a 
committee  of  this  House  to  report,  by  bill,  or 
otherwise,  on  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  monu- 
ment, or  mausoleum,  to  the  memory  of  Wash- 
nroTON.  He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
ingenious  and  unimpassioned  address  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  had  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  was  a  duty  of  justice 
and  of  gratitude  in  this  nation,  to  give  such  an 
expression  of  what  it  feels  itself  to  owe  to  tlie 
memory  of  its  illustrious  benefactor;  but  he 
dissented  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed,  and  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  his  present  address  to  vindicate  to  that 
gentleman  and  to  the  House  the  dissent  he  had 
now  expressed ;  in  doing  this,  he  would  empty 
his  mind  of  the  sentiments  he  held  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that 
it  had  long  been  the  practice  of  nations  to  ex- 
press their  veneration  for  the  memory  of  illus- 
trious men,  by  erecting  splendid  monuments 
over  their  ashes.  But,  he  would  ask,  in  what 
spirit,  and  at  what  period,  did  that  practice 
originate  ?  It  was  before  the  lights  of  reason 
had  penetrated  the  darkness  of  society,  and  the 
deposits  of  history  had  taught  mankind  the 
true  mode  of  commemorating  and  eternizing 


the  deeds  of  illaBtrious  men ;  it  had  had  its  be- 
ginning in  successful  oonquest^  when  sense  isi- 
itary  chieftain  first  plunged  his  sword  into  & 
nation^s  bosom,  and  then  layifllied  its  weaMi  k 
monuments  to  perpetuate  his  name ;  it  vai  a 
principle  of  vanity  which  had  given  eristewy 
to  the  practice.  We  were,  to  be  sore,  and  faai 
long  been,  in  the  habit  of  going  for  preoedeali 
to  Greece  and  Rome,  and  that  classic  enthuaan 
which  animates  every  scholar,  that  conseoatid 
reverence  which  he  must  ever  feel  fcH*  the  ^ 
bors  and  achievements  of  departed  geniss,  de- 
ludes our  judgment,  and  would  penmade  us  te 
bring  the  associations  derived  from  the  T8ia>- 
able  remains  of  ancient  sculpture,  to  times  of  a 
wholly  different  character,  and  a  ooimtzy  is 
wholly  different  circumstances.  The  Govn- 
ment  of  this  Union  was  entirely  and  viddy  &> 
ferent  from  those  of  the  old  world ;  it  had  a 
different  origin ;  it  was  a  phoeniz-like  Goven- 
ment,  which  sprung  from  the  ashes  of  aB.  &ft 
corruptions  of  those  which  had  preceded  it; 
and  as  the  Government  itself  was  new  amo^ 
men,  those  who  had  achieved  its  establislmisit 
should  be  commemorated  in  a  new  style.  We 
need,  Mr.  Speaker,  (siud  Mr.  O^)  no  monumeoli 
to  tell  us  that  Washinoton  has  li^ed  ;  he  has  a 
monument,  he  wiU  continue  to  have  one^  in  the 
heart  of  every  American ;  such  a  monmnent  si 
none  before  him  ever  had;  and  let  itbe<H!r 
peculiar  pride  to  enshrine  him  there  aJoa^ 
Yes,  sir,  we  will  keep  WASHnroTON^B  monnmest 
in  our  bosoms.  We  will  comndt  it  to  no  perisii- 
able  stone ;  his  name  shall  have  a  purer,  a  man 
enduring  memorial.  Sir,  my  heart  beats  as  ar- 
dently and  fires  as  high  as  that  of  anj  of  my 
countrymen  on  this  subject ;  but  I  would  ere^ 
no  tomb.  Suppose  we  build  one,  and  deter- 
mine its  place  to  be  here  in  this  Capitol,  will  it 
be  seen  by  the  nation  f  No,  it  will  only  be 
visible  to  the  favored  few  who  are  drawn  to 
this  spot  by  their  public  functions,  who  Tist  it 
on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  or  attend  it  on  concents 
of  private  business.  But  WAsmNOTOir  has  a 
monument  ab-eady.  far  greater  than  yon  can 
build ;  his  memorial  is  every  where ;  from  Maiiia 
to  Louisiana ;  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains; 
and  wherever,  in  their  widely-q>reading  emi* 
grations,  the  people  of  this  Gonfederacj  shall 
direct  their  step^  Wabhikgtqn'  travels  with 
them,  and  they  will  continue  to  bear  on  his  liv- 
ing monument  till  they  have  fixed  it  on  the 
farthest  shores  of  our  continent. 

Mr.  Btjohanan  observed,  in  reply,  that  when 
he  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  House,  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  any  gentleman  would  feel  it  to  be  lus 
duty  to  oppose  its  adoption.  He  differed  wholly 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Geoigia. 
That  gentleman  maintained  that  it  was  nol 
proper  for  a  Republic,  by  monumental  marbk, 
to  excite  its  citizens  to  virtuous  deeds  by  pub- 
licly honoring  the  memory  of  those  who  had 
been  the  benefactors  of  their  country.  He,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  that  in  the  case  of  Bjt- 
publics  there  was  in  the  practice  a  peculiar  and 
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speouJ  propriety.  Btioh  monmnents  luid,  in  all 
ages  and  oountries,  exerted  a  powerfol  effeet  in 
inciting  men  to  patriotic  rirtae;  onr  Govern- 
ment rests,  its  verj  foundations  are  laid,  on  that 
virtue ;  and  it  thmfore  seemed  in  a  very  peon* 
liar  manner  adapted  to  the  ciroumstances  of  this 
Bepublio.  It  was,  too,  a  practice  which  had 
been  already  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  States  in  uie  Union. 
But  it  was  now  too  late  to  talk  about  the  policv 
of  the  measure.  Is  not,  asked  "Mr.  B.,  the  faith 
of  the  nation  pledged?  Has  not  the  measure 
been  publicly  resolVed  upon  by  both  Houses  of 
Ooneress?  Has  it  not  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Flresident  of  the  United  States  ?  Is  the 
country  to  promise  to-dav,  and  violi^  its  pro- 
mise to-morrow?  The  mitib  of  the  Govern- 
ment) pledged  twenty-five  vears  sinoe,  to  the 
fiunily  of  the  deceased,  and  to  the  American 
people,  has  never,  to  this  day,  been  redeemed* 
Shall  we  hold  all  our  contracts  inviolable  but 
this?  As  to  the  precedent,  that  question  has 
already  been  setHea ;  the  pledge  has  been  given. 
And  were  gentlemen  alarmed  at  the  danger  of 
each  a  i>recedent?  They  might  calm  ^eir  ap- 
preihensions;  there  was  not  the  remotest  dan- 
fear  of  such  another  case  recurring.  The  world, 
m  its  long  course  of  days,  had  never  beheld  such 
a  man  before  i  and,  in  all  the  march  of  time, 
there  was  little  probability  of  the  world's  ever 
seeinff  such  another ;  and  for  himself  Mr.  B. 
Baid,  he  felt  so  deeply  the  obli^tion  to  redeem 
the  pledged  promise  of  the  nation,  that,  though 
little  accustomed  to  make  such  requests,  he 
must  ask  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  re- 
oorded. 

Mr.  Trqcblb  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  pronouncing  Washington's  enlo- 
pam ;  that  was  a  theme  to  which  none  was 
Dompetent  but  the  equal  of  Washirqton;  and 
mch  a  man  was  no  where  to  be  found.  But  he 
liad  riaen  to  disabuse  this  nation  from  the  charge 
9f  ingratitude  to  the  memory  of  its  bene&ctor. 
Dn  what  proof  had  so  grievous  a  charge  been 
rounded  ?  On  the  fiict  that  no  national  monu- 
ment of  marble  had  yet  been  erected  to  his  me- 
nory  to  inspi^  us  (u  he  understood  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania)  with  sentiments  of 
mblio  virtue.  Otir  patriotism  must  be  cold  in- 
ieed,  if  it  could  only  be  inspired  by  the  cold- 
leas  of  a  marble  monument.  €k>d  forbid  that 
16  should  advance  an  opinion  that  such  a  monu- 
nent  ought  not  to  be  erected.  But  he  would 
lak,  if  it  had  been  erected  fifteen  or  twenty 
reazB  a«o,.and'fixed  within  tiiie  walls  of  this  Oap- 
tol,  where  would  it  have  been,  or  what  would 
lave  become  of  it  when  this  building  was  wrap- 
ted  in  fames?  It  would  have  fallen  into  the 
mh  allowed  hand  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  who 
ronld  have  mutilated,  or  carried  it  off.  The  only 
iharge  of  iiu^atitude  that  could  then  have  been 
irgeo.  would  have  been,  that  the  nation  neglected 
o  defend  the  Oapitol ;  that,  instead  of  fourteen 
hooaand  retreating  from  a  handful  of  the  in- 
radera,  they  did  not  fight  till  only  fourteen 
rere  left  alive.  When  tibey  had  done  this,  they 
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might  erect  a  splendid  monument.  But  when 
the  Capitol,  that  is  now  going  on  in  building, 
shall  first  be  completed,  and  uie  monument  it- 
self shall  have  first  been  procured,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  pass  resolutions  for  fixing  it  in 
the  OapitoL  In  the  meanwhile,  WASHnraroir 
has  a  monument  in  every  place  where  there  are 
Americans,  where  there  are  men ;  two  worlds 
had  joined  to  celebrate  his  actions ;  two  hem- 

Spheres  were  filled  with  his  name ;   and  the 
obe  itself  might  be  pronounced  his  best  and 
only  fit  mausoleum. 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gazult,  of  Ohio,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe, 
by  a  vote  of  »7  to  67. 


MoKBAT,  January  19. 

7%e  Oreeh  Cause. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Tatlos  in  the  Chair,  on  the  resolu- 
tion some  time  once  offered  by  Mr.  Wbssteb, 
which  is  in  the  words  following : 

**  BsBolvedj  That  providoa  oiu^t  to  be  made  by 
law  for  defirayiog  the  expense  ixuadent  to  the  i^ 
pointment  of  an  A^ent  or  CkmixmMioner  to  Gzeece,^ 
whenever  the  Preadant  dull  deem  it  expedient  to 
make  snoh  appointment" 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  WjBBSTBB  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was 
afraid  that,  so  flur  as  his  part  Was  concerned^ 
the  excited  expectations  of  the  public  mind,  on 
the  present  ocoadon,  would  be  msappointed.  It 
was  dififtcult  on  any  occasion  that  called  the  at- 
tention to  a  spot  on  the  slobe  connected  with 
such  associations  and  recoUeotions  as  Greece,  to 
avoid  some  degree  of  warmtii  and  enthusiasm, 
Tet,  he  was  entirely  sensible  that^  in  cravely 
legislating  on  the  present  subrject,  those  roelings 
must  be  chastsseo.  He  should  endeavor,  in 
what  he  had  to  offer  to  the  Houseu  to  repress 
such  feelings  as  fleur  as  it  was  practicable ;  yet, 
if  we  would  wholly  escape  from  them,  we  must 
fiy  beyond  the  limits  of  the  civilized  world ; 
we  must  go  beyond  the  limits  of  sodal  order,  the 
bounds  where  laws  and  knowledge  are  found ; 
nay,  we  must  leave  this  Hall,  before  we  can 
turn  away  from  the  memorials  of  ancient  Greece. 
What  he  asked,  is  this  popidar  assembly  ?  what 
this  free  discusoion  of  public  measures?  what 
this  open,  unreserved  action  of  mind  upon 
mind?  what  that  popular  eloquence  which,  if 
it  were  now  present,  would,  on  such  a  theme, 
shake  this  Hall  to  its  centre?  what  are  these 
but  such  memorials  ?  This  maniificent  edifice, 
these  columns,  with  their  stately  proportions,, 
this  fine  architecture  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded, what  are  these  out  so  many  witneasea 
of  what  Greece  once  was,  and  what  she  haa- 
taught  us  to  be?  Tet^  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have 
not  introduced  the  resolution,  now  on  your 
table,  with  any  view  towards  repaying  au^tof 
the  debt  which  w&  in  common  with  the  CLvilii:- 
ed  world,  owe  to  tiiat  land  of  science,  freedom, 
arts,  and  arms.    It  is  a  debt  that  never  ean  ba 
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paid.  Whatever  may  be  otir  feelings  of  grati- 
tade  for  these  gifts,  we  are  oonstrained  to  act 
with  a  view  alone  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  and  of  our  relations  to  it.  What  I  pro- 
pose, and  what  I  shall  saj,  has  reference  to 
modem,  not  to  ancient  Greece — ^to  the  living, 
not  to  the  dead. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  very  easy  thing 
to  ran  over  commonplaoes  on  the  subject  of 
this  resolution;  to  call  it  a  visionary  and  Quix- 
otic measure,  and  to  urge  the  good  old  maxim 
of  its  being  the  soundest  policy  for  each  one  to 
take  care  of  his  own  concerns.  That  maxim, 
sir,  is  very  true,  but  very  inapplicable  to  the 
present  occasion.  The  question  which  is  now 
to  be  discussed  is  the  American  question  in  re- 
lation to  this  affair — ^What  is  it  b^  for  us  to  do 
in  the  present  aspect  of  thin^  respecting 
Greece?  And  surely,  sir,  this  is  a  question 
that  comprehends  somethinff  more  than  a  mere 
pecuniary  calculation.  Whenever  my  mind 
turns  to  that  question,  I  cannot  forget  the  age 
I  live  in,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  position  of  our 
own  country. 

At  the  oommenoement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high 
duties  of  his  station,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  introduce  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  National  Legislature ;  and,  in  his 
oommunioation,  he  had  expressed  an  opinion 
that  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the  Greeks 
would  be  successful  in  the  present  struggle  with 
their  oppressors,  and  that  the  power  ^at  has 
BO  long  crushed  them  had  lost  its  dominion  over 
them  forever.  The  same  communication  con- 
tained other  matters  of  great  importance,  in 
relation  to  a  rumored  combination  of  foreign 
Sovereigns  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  South 
America.  Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr. 
W.,  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  becoming  that 
that  communication  should  receive  a  response 
fi-om  this  House.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice 
of  a  general  answer  from  the  Legislature  to  tiie 
annual  Message  or  Speech  of  the  President,  has, 
for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  been  disused ; 
nor  do  I  complain  of  such  disuse ;  but  I  am  also 
of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  not  without  its 
positive  advantages.  It  is  my  conviction,  that, 
in  any  Government,  which  contains  a  popular 
branch,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  popular  portion 
of  the  Grovemment  as  much  to  express  its 
opinions,  as  to  pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  in- 
troduce the  present  resolution,  under  this  con- 
viction^ as  well  as  that  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  give  my  vote,  directly,  on  one  of 
the  subjects  adverted  to  by  the  Executive;  and 
I  still  think  that  if  it  was  proper  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  advert  to  these  subjects,  it  is  equally 
S roper  in  us  to  take  notice  of  what  he  has  ad- 
reised  to  us  reinfecting  them. 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  endeavor,  however, 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  any  effort  to 
change  the  policy  of  tiiis  Government  towards 
foreign  nations.  He  approved  of  the  policy  at 
present  pursued;  he  was  satisfied,  in  this  re- 


spect, with  our  present  condition.  The  poik; 
of  this  Government  is  peace,  for  peace  is  to  « 
the  greatest  source  of  national  incresse  ai 
aggrandizement.  The  most  aan^ine  projods 
cannot  furnish  more  briiliant  or  exalter^  fot^ 
pects  than  those  which  must  be  realized  ^ 
these  States  if  they  can  preserve  their  pst^ 
relations  towards  the  rest  of  the  world.  Tibml 
peace,  industry,  and  the  arts,  are  raisng  t^ 
Government  by  a  certain  and  Srresastible  ^ 
gresB.  It  is  our  true  policy,  Mr.  W.  said,  to 
grow,  not  to  acquire ;  we  are  io  attain  to  gress- 
ness  by  internal  development,  not  by  extend 
accretion — and  he  should  be  the  last  to  tan 
aside  the  wise  policy  of  the  country  firaoi  Hi 
wonted  and  proper  channeL  Bat,  said  he,  dat 
policy,  while  it  is  pacific,  should  at  tiie  ssai 
time  be  liberal ;  he  spoke  now  in  relation  & 
those  great  questions  which  are  at  this  ka 
agitating  Europe  and  the  world — questioM 
which  are  concerned  wherever  a  nation  ^ 
tempts  to  obtain  its  freedom — ^the  questioi,  k 
a  word,  between  regulated  and  nnregoijlfll 
power.  Wherever  it  is  disputed,  whether  a  mr 
tion  shall  or  shall  not  possess  a  oonstitutk^ 
our  side  of  that  question  ought  to  bo  known  sd 
declared ;  we  are  bound  to  bring,  in  aid  of  ii 
decision,  that  moral  force  which  must  ever  re- 
side in  the  opinion  of  a  free  and  intelligent  m- 
tion.  He  had  said  that  the  policy  of  this  Go^ 
emment,  was  a  pacific,  but  a  liberal  policy;  b 
should  endeavor  to  show  that  in  both  of  tl^si 
characters  it  sanctioned  the  adopticni  of  tb 
resolution  now  on  the  table. 

The  age,  said  he,  is  a  peculiar  one— it  has  a 
marked  and  striking  character,  and  the  poatka 
and  circumstances  of  our  oountry  are  no  lea 
so.     Had  we  enjoyed  the  option,   in  wbiA 
period  of  the  world's  history,  as  thus  far  & 
dosed,  our  personal  lot  should  be  cast,  none  of 
us,  surely,  would  wish  to  have  been  bom  ii 
any  other  time,  or  in  anv  other  country.  Itet 
has  occurred  no  age  wat  may  be  compared 
with  the  present,  whether  in  the  interest  ex* 
cited  by  what  now  is,  or  the  prospects  it  1k^ 
out  as  to  what  shall  be.    The  attitude  of  tht 
United  States,  meanwhile,  is  solemn  and  im- 
pressive.   Ours  is  now  the  great  Kepubfie  of 
the  earth ;  its  free  itstitutions  are  matured  by 
the  ezperlAient  of  half  a  century ;  nay,  as  a  frst 
Government,  it  goes  farther  back — ^the  bene^ 
of  a  free  constitution  have  virtually  been  e^ 
joyed  here  for  two  centuries.    As  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  freest  Government,  its  growth 
and  strength  compel  it,  willing  or  unwiliiog^  to 
stand  forth  to  the  contemplation  of  the  workL 
We  cannot  obscure  ourselves,  if  we  would:  a 
part  we  must  take,  honorable  or  dishonorabis, 
in  all  that  is  done  in  the  civilized  world.   Kow, 
it  Vill  not  be  denied,  that,  within  the  la^  tea 
years,  there  has  been  agitated,  in  that  world,  a 
question  of  vast  moment — a  question  pregnant 
with  consequences  favorable  or  unfavorable  to 
the  prevalence,  nay,  to  the  very  existence,  of 
civil  liberty.     It  is  a  question  which  comab 
home  to  us.    It  calld  on  us  for  the  expreasioa 
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»f  onr  opinion  on  the  great  qaestion  now  be- 
6re  us.  Aasuredlj,  if  there  is  anj  geDeral  tend- 
ncf  in  the  nunds  and  aflain  of  men,  which 
oAj  be  said  to  characterize  the  present  age.  it 
3  tiie  tendency  to  limited  Qovenunents.  The 
inlightened  part  of  mankind  have  Yery"diB- 
incUy  evinced  a  desire  to  take  a  share,  at  least, 
Q  ttie  govemment  of  themselyes.  The  men 
»f  this  age  will  not  be  satisfied  even  with  kind 
oasters.  They  have  shown,  (except  where 
oroe  has  been  interposed  to  crash  them,)  that 
hev  will  not  be  content  without  a  participation 
Q  the  €k>yemment  This  is  so  strongly  marked 
.  feature  in  the  social  condition  of  this  age, 
hat  it  can  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
lone  to  whom  I  address  myself.  It  cannot  be 
lenied  that  while  this  is  the  prevailing  spirit, 
here  is  an  antagonist  principle  also  at  work, 
rhis,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  a  state  of  things  in 
rhioh  we,  as  a  nation,  have,  we  must  have,  an 
Dterest  The  doctrines  advanced  (andwnich 
re  promptly  sapported  by  a  great  force)  go  to 
»rostrate  the  lioerties  of  the  entire  civilized 
rorld,  whether  eziBtinK  under  an  absolnte,  a 
Qonarchical,  or  a  republican  form  of  govem- 
aent.  They  are  doctrines  which  have  been 
onceived  with  gpreat  sagacity,  they  are  pur- 
(ued  with  unbroken  perseverance,  and  they 
>ring  to  thdr  support  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets. 

And  here^  said  Mr.  W.,  let  me  not  be  mis- 
inderstood ;  I  am  not  about  to  dedaun  against 
irowned  heads,  nor  enter  on  a  tirade  against 
(ther  forms  of  government,  but  I  ask  that  the 
leclaratlon  of  the  Congress  of  European  Sove- 
eigDS,  which  is  promulgated  as  that  which 
i  to  form  a  part  of  the  public  law  of  dvil- 
Eed  Europe,  may  be  subjeotckl  to  a  dose  ez- 
mination« 

The  entire  overthrow  of  the  late  French  Em- 
leror,  left  the  European  world  in  a  state  of 
rery  strong  excitement.  In  September,  1815, 
he  sovereigns,  who  had,  by  their  united  ex- 
rtions,  suo^seaed  in  putting  down  the  French 
ower,  entered  ioto,  and  published  to  the  world, 
n  instrument  of  agreement,  which  has  since 
•een  familiarly  known  by  the  title  of  the  ''Holy 
Alliance.''  This  paper,  which  appeared  imme- 
iately  on  the  restoration  of  the  Murbons,  had 
ts  origin  with  the  Cabinet  of  Russia.  Its  ap- 
•earance  excited,  at  first,  but  little  oomparative 
aterest  It  was  regarded  as  little  more  than  a 
•event  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  success 
rhich  had  attended  thdr  united  exertions  in 
ringing  the  long  war  of  Europe  to  a  oondu- 
ion.  It  professed  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
declaration,  that  the  sovereigns,  who  Joined  in 
I,  would,  in  fhture,  conduct  their  respective 
tovemments  on  principles  of  the  public  good, 
nd  with  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Christian  re- 
igion.  Such  a  combination  was  certidnly  novel 
Mothing  like  it  had  ever  before  been  published 
>y  kings.  Yet,  under  the  view  of  it  which  he 
lad  just  expressed,  it  attracted  no  very  great 
hare  of  attention.  On  the  face  of  it,  there 
eemed  nothing  to  object  to.     All  that  was 


strange  about  the  transaction  was^  that  mon- 
archs,  who  professed  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion, should  stipulate  to  do  what,  without  any 
such  stipulation,  it  was  their  acknowledged 
duty  to  do;  the  contract  boxmd  them  to  not- 
ing to  which  they  were  not  morally  bound  al- 
ready. What  was  the  amount  of  the  contract  ? 
That  thev  would  not  violate  Christianity,  nor 
disturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  At  best,  such  a 
contract  was  supererogatory.  It  was  remark- 
able, that  a  celebrated  writer  on  treaties,  when 
defining  what  a  treaty  is,  supposed,  as  possible, 
such  a  case  as  has  occun^od,  uid  certainly  spoke 
very  disrespectfully  of  such  a  treaty  as  the 
Holy  Alliance  actually  was.  His  words  Mr. 
W.  quoted  as  follows : 

**  It  seemB  hsoIms  to  fhune  any  paots  or  lesgaes 
baiely  for  the  defoooe  and  rapport  or  onivenal  peaoe, 
*fbr,  by  sodi  a  league  notfaiiu^  is  soperadded  to  the 
obligation  of  natural  law,  and  no  agreement  Ib  made 
lor  uie  perfonnance  of  any  thing,  which  the  partiea 
were  not  preriondy  boond  to  peifoim,  nor  is  the 
original  obligatLon  rendered  firmer  or  stronger  by 
sncn  an  addition.  Men  of  any  tolerable  cnltnre  and 
dvilixattoQ,  might  well  be  aahamed  of  entering  into 
any  sodi  compact,  the  conditions  of  which  impfy  only 
that  the  parties  conoemed  shall  not  ofRmd  in  any 
dear  point  of  duty.  Beside,  we  should  be  guilty  or 
great  irreverenoe  towazds  God,  shodd  we  soppose 
that  his  ugunotions  had  not  already  laid  a  safBaent 
obligation  upon  ns  to  act  jnsdy,  ujoless  we  oorsdves 
voluntarily  consented  to  the  same  eqngemeut;  as 
if  oor  obligation  to  obey  his  will,  depended  i^kmi  oar 
own  pleasore. 

"  LT  one  engage  to  serve  another,  he  doth  not  set 
it  down  ezpresely  and  particnlarly  among  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  bargain,  that  he  will  not  bo- 
tray  nor  murder  him,  nor  pillage  nor  bum  his  hooae. 
For  the  same  reason,  that  would  be  a  diehonorable 
engagement  in  which  men  should  bind  themsdves 
to  act  properly  and  decently,  and  not  break  the 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  this  eminent 
writer.  How  nearly  he  had  antidpated  the 
case  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  Mr.  W.  said,  would 
appear  from  comparing  with  what  he  then 
wrote,  the  preamble  to  that  alliance,  which  Mr. 
W.  read,  in  the  following  words : 

**  In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  IndirisiUa 
Trim^,  their  M^sties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  Pnuda,  and  ih»  Emperor  of  Bnssia, — ^sol- 
emnly dedare,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other 
objeot  than  to  publish,  in  tilie  face  of  the  whde  world, 
their  fixed  reaolution,  both  in  the  administration  of 
tiieir  lespectiye  States,  and  in  their  poUtied  relations 
with  ovexy  other  Government,  to  take  for  their  sole 
goide  the  precepts  of  that  holy  religion,  namely,  the 
precepts  of  justice,  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  wluch, 
uurfrom  being  applicable  only  to  private  oonoems^ 
must  have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  councils  of 
princes^  and  guide  all  their  steps,  as  being  the  only 
means  of  consolidating  hnman  institutions,  and 
remedying  their  imperfections." 

This  measure,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  was  no 
otherwise  important  than  that  it  was  the  first 
of  a  series,  and  that  it  was  followed  up  by 
measures  ox  the  most  important  kind.    In  thiiB 
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point  of  Yieir,  it  was  woiihj  of  the  most  matuFe 
consideration.  It  contained  two  prindplea, 
which  were  now  declared  to  form  a  part  of  the 
law  of  the  woiid,  the  enforcement  of  which 
was  threatened  hj  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets.  The  firat  of  these  is,  that  all  con- 
stitntional  rights  come  from  the  Grown.  '^AU 
oseftil  and  necessary  changes  (says  the  Lay  bach 
Oircolar,  of  May,  1821)  onght  only  to  emanate 
from  the  free  will  and  intelligent  conviction  of 
those  whom  God  has  rendered  responsible  for 
power."  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said,  carried 
Europe  back  at  one  remove,  to  the  middle  of 
the  dark  ages.  This  was  the  form  under 
which  onr  sturdy  ancestors  obtained  Magna 
Oharta^  which  was  given  as  a  concession  from 
Uie  sovereijpi.  '  But,  in  a  later  age,  in  the  revo- 
lution which  introduced  the  fSaimly  of  Orange, 
the  British  nation  had  grown  wiser — those 
things  which  at  Bunnymede  were  given  as 
ffrants  by  the  Bill  of  Bights,  were  afterwards 
formally  and  explicitly  demanded  and  insisted 
on,  as  rights  of  the  nation.  They  had  been  as- 
sented to  as  such,  and  on  this  basis  the  English 
constitution  rests  at  this  hour.  For  this  reason 
it  was,  that  Britaio,  when  she  refused  to  unite 
in  the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  dedared 
those  principles  to  be  subversive  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  English  constitution. 

What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  nature  of  that  al- 
liance ?  Alliances  between  nations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  advantage  or  defence,  had  been 
often  heard  of^  but  an  alliance  such  as  that  at 
Laybach  had  never  dared  to  be  declared  to  the 
world.  Was  this  an  alliance  of  nation  with 
nation  ?  No,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  an  alliance  of 
crowns  agunst  the  people ;  of  sovereigns  against 
their  own  subjects ;  it  was,  in  a  word,  the  union 
of  the  physical  force  of  aU  Governments  agaipBt 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  all  countries.  What 
was  the  natural  tendency  of  such  an  alliance? 
It  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  nations,  as  such. 
Extend  the  principles  of  that  alliance,  and  the 
nations  are  no  more — there  are  only  kings. 
It  divided  society  horizontally,  (if  such  a  figure 
was  allowed  to  him,)  and  left  all  the  sovereigns 
above,  and  all  the  people  below ;  it  set  up  the 
one  above  all  rule  or  restraint,  and  put  down 
the  other  to  be  trampled  beneath  their  feet. 
Not  satisfied  with  demanding  from  the  subject 
allegiance  to  his  own  master,  it  exacted  a 
double,  a  triple,  a  quadruple,  and  he  believed, 
indeed,  a  qmntuple  allegiance.  According  to 
its  principle,  all  people  owe  allegiance  to  all 
sovereigns.  What  must  be,  what  has  been,  the 
practical  operation  of  such  principles?  They 
lead,  necessarily,  to  mutual  mstrust,  to  general 
discontent,  and  to  universal  war.  This  alli- 
ance, Mr.  W.  said,  had  changed  the  leading 
policy  of  Europe.  It  had  made  it  criminal  for 
the  people  to  combine,  or  to  resist  the  will  of 
either  of  these  sovereigns.  I^  for  example,  a 
Spaniard  attempted  to  resist  the  Inquisition, 
he  oQended  not  only  the  King  of  Spain,  but  he 
sinned  also  against  the  Emperor  of  Bussia. 
Or,  if  a  Greek  attempted  to  resist  the  Turkish 


soimetar,  he,  too,  ofifended  the  Emperor  of  S» 
sia.  To  use  the  words  of  the  Verona  cucolii^ 
such  a  man  "  throws  a  firebrand  into  the  mk 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire.'' 

At  the  Congress  of  Troppau,  said  Mr.  Hf  .,  n 
find  the  second  of  the  doctrines  to  wludil 
before  alluded,  as  now  published  to  the  vodi, 
to  be  its  law.    The  Declaration  of  Troppsassji^ 
"  The  powers  have  an  undoubted  right  to  t^ 
a  hostile  attitude  in  regard  to  those  States  ■ 
which  an  overthrow  of  the  Govemmeot  09 
operate  as  an  example."    This  right,  bafcna 
States  whose  juxtaposition  renders  ihsm  mt 
tually  exposed  to  the  consequences  of  vbt 
takes  place  in  either,  is  a  part  of  what  is  oBei 
the  law  of  vicinage ;  and,  when  confined  t» 
extreme  cases,  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  it 
fended  upon  principles  of  necessi^,  sod  bI' 
tional  deronoe  and  preservation.    On  tlni  prit 
ciple.  the  war  of  England  against  iVanoe,  via 
the  latter  wais  in  a  state  of  revolntSoB,  va 
undertaken,  and  this  is  the  ground  on  irfaidLil 
was  defended  on  the  floor  of  Parliament  M 
to  maintain  that  every  sovereign  in  Eor^io^ 
go  to  war  to  repress  an  example,  Mr.  W.  sal 
was  monstrous  indeed  I    What  was  to  be  tit 
limit  to  such  a  principle,  or  to  the  pnetitt 
growing  out  of  it  ?    K  this  principle  is  allovei 
what,  said  Mr.  W.,  becomes  of  our  exmi^i 
Why  are  we  not  as  le^timate  objects  &r  tiie 
operation  of  the  principle  as  any  who  stteoft 
to  set  a  republican  example  on  the  other  at 
of  the  AtlanHc  ?    We  oertainly  did  not  sahscnte 
to  this  principle  in  the  days  of  the  Bevofaite 
We  did  think  that  when  oppressed  we  mi^ 
lawfblly  resist  oppression ;  and  I  trost  ve  m 
not  so  sick  of  our  liberty  and  its  effects^  ss  tote 
unwilling^  by  our  example,  and  by  the  sn^ 
public  expression  of  our  opinion,  to  reeoD- 
mend  to  others  the  same  dootrine. 

Here,  tiien,  continued  Mr.  W.,  is  a  combia** 
lion  which  is^xpressly  pledged  against  sH  ^ 
set  sudi  an  example — a  manifesto  which  Mtt 
itself  against  the  whole  course  of  the  honda 
intellect^^against  the  character  of  the  age,  »^ 
which  would  bring  us  back  at  once  to  all  uS 
oppression  of  the  feudal  system.  Here  is  ^ 
trine  which  no  writer,  no  diplomatist,  vhid 
even  no  courtier  ever  thought  of  tAvsats^ 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  is  a  flagrant  innovatiwi « 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the  whole  dvi]u» 
world.  I  hope,  said  he,  I  shall  not  beoof- 
sidered  as  exaggerating  the  case.  To  cw^ 
this  House  that  I  state  nothing  but  the  w0 
truth,— that  I  draw  no  inference  that  the  «^ 
ereigns  themselves  have  not  drawn  before  0^ 
— ^permit  me  to  refer  to  an  occnrr^oe  tha^oj 
place  at  the  Congress  of  Yerona.  In  a  ^f^ 
made  at  that  Ocmgress  by  the  French  ICawgj 
Chateaubriand,  he  declared  that,  in  a  P^^^ 
conversation  with  the  Emperor  of  R"*^^ 
had  heard  that  august  soverdgn  utter  ««^ 
ments  which  appeared  to  him  so  P'*^"'°^ijL 
he  immediately  hastened  home,  and  wn^ 
them  down,  while  they  were  yet  fireeh  m  »» 
reoollection.    The  Emperor  declared— 
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**  ThaX  there  can  no  loogw  be  fach  a  flung  as  an 
SngUeh,  French,  Ronian,  ProMian,  or  Anstrian  pol- 
07;  there  is  henceforth  but  one  policy,  which,  for 
he  safety  <^  all,  shonld  be  adopteid  both  by  people 
ind  kinga  It  was  for  me  first  to  show  myself 
convinced  of  the  principles  on  which  I  foonded  the 
dUance.  An  occasion  offered  itself — ^the  rising  in 
Sreece.  Nothing,  certunly,  oocnrred  more  for  my 
Dterests,  for  ^e  interests  of  my  people — nothing 
acre  acceptable  to  my  country,  than  a  religions 
rar  with  Turkey ;  bnt  I  have  thought  I  perceived 
n  the  troubles  of  the  Morea  the  sign  of  revolution, 
ind  I  have  held  back.  Providence  has  not  put 
inder  my  command  800,000  soldiers  to  satisfy  my 
onbitioD,  but  to  protect  religion,  morality,  and  lustioe, 
ind  to  secure  the  prevalence  of  those  principles  of 
cder  on  which  human  society  rests.  It  may  well 
«  permitted  that  kings  should  have  public  alliances 
0  defend  themselves  against  secret  enemies.** 

This- may  be  so;  but,  I  trust  in  Qod,  though 
here  should  be  no  French,  or  Rnsnan,  or  Prnii- 
ian,  or  Austrian,  or  English  policy,  (though 
his  latter  I  never  will  bdieve,)  there  will  at 
east  be  an  American  policy.  The  end  and 
cope  of  this  doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less 
ban  this :  to  interfere,  by  force,  for  any  Goy- 
imment  against  any  people  who  resist  it  The 
imc^  of  the  Stuarts  have  come  back  again,  and 
rith  increased  demands  of  power.  Be  the  state 
>f  a  people  what  it  may,  they  shall  not  rise — 
»e  the  Government  what  it  will,  it  shall  in  no 
ose  be  resisted.  And  this  hais  been  carried 
>ut,  too.  Look  at  8pain— look  at  Greece.  If 
.  man  may  not  resist,  either  the  Spanish  In- 
[uisition  or  the  Turkish  scimetar,  what,  in 
rod's  name,  may  he  resist?  Stronger  cases 
an  never  arise.  This  alliance  laughs  at  the 
loctrine  of  your  Blackstonea,  and  all  others 
rho  maintain  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resort  is 
0  be  had  to  first  principles  and  natural  rights. 
Lre  we  prepared  to  part  with  that  doctrine  ? 
*he  doctrine  is  advanced — ^it  is  supported  with 
n  immense  force.  The  timid  shrink  and  sue- 
nmb.  If  it  is  not  resisted  here,  and  in  one 
ther  spot,  it  will  be  resisted  nowhere.  If 
here  is  no  vigor  in  the  Saxon  race  to  with- 
bmd  it,  there  is  none  to  be  looked  for  else- 
rhere.  Is  it  not  time  to  step  forth,  and  at 
sast  declare  that  we  condemn  and  deny  such 
lonstrons  opinions?  How  can  reformation  of 
lovermnent  ever  begin  bnt  with  the  people? 
!he  radical  defect  of  this  system  is,  that  it  di- 
idee  civilization — ^it  would  allow  it  to  go  on  in 
U  other  matters,  but  not  in  principles  of  Gov- 
mment  and  civU  liberty.  But  human  knowl- 
dgeis  all  o<Minected — ^that  knowledge  is  fiist 
pleading — ^the  great  mass  of  society  which 
lOlds,  and  ever  must  hold,  the  physical,  is  fast 
btaining  the  inteUectual  power  of  society, 
lie  harmony  which  has  ever  prevailed,  either 
n  Europe  or  America^  has  rested  on  the  prin- 
iple  of  the  mutual  mdependence  of  nations. 
Lbere  have,  indeed,  been  some  instances  of  the 
lolation  of  this  principle,  as  in  the  case  of  Po- 
and;  but  on  the  great  scale  nations  have 
litherto  been  viewed  as  independent  sovereign- 
ies— dviUzation  and  Ohristianify  have  united 


to  establish  among  them  international  law,  and 
from  this  blended  influence  has  sprung  that  de- 
lighted spectacle,  so  truly  described  by  a  poet^ 
the  unseen,  but  not  unfelt  influence  of  law : 

"  And  sovereign  Xois,  the  world's  oolleeted  will, 

0*er  thrones  and  globes  elate, 
Sits  Empess—crowniDg  good,  repressing  ill : 

Smit  by  her  sacred  fit>wn. 
The  fiend,  DisoretioQ,  like  a  vapor,  sinks, 

And  e'en  the  all-dassUng  Crown 
Hides  his  £unt  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  shrinks.* 

Take  this  away,  and  there  is  nothing  left  but 
the  sword.  The  law  of  nations  declares  that 
all  States  are  equal — these  papers  deny  it  The 
law  of  nations  maintains  that,  in  extreme  oases^ 
resistance  is  lawful-— these  papers  denv  it  The 
law  of  nations  proclaims  that  one  nation  has  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  afBoirs  of  another — 
these  papers  deny  it 

But  now,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  all  tiiat 
to  us?  The  question  is  easily  answered.  We 
are  one  of  the  nations.  Our  system  of  Govern- 
ment is,  throughout,  utterly  hostile  to  that  sys- 
tem, and  if  we  are  safe  from  its  effects,  we  may 
thank  our  situation  or  our  courage.  The  age 
we  live  in,  and  our  own  active  character,  have 
connected  us  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 
and  we,  as  a  nation,  have  precisely  the  same 
interest  in  international  law  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual has  in  the  laws  of  his  country. 

Buti,  apart  from  the  soundness  of  the  policy, 
on  general  principles  there  is  a  ground  of  duty 
in  ui\b  matter.  What  do  we  not,  as  a  people, 
owe  to  the  principle  of  lawihl  resistance  ?  to 
the  principle  that  society  shall  govern  itself? 
These  prindples  have  raised  us  to  a  state  of 
prosperity,  in  which  our  course  is  rapid  and 
irresistible.  We  are  borne  on  as  by  a  mighty 
current,  and  if  we  would  stop  long  enough  to 
take  an  observation,  that  we  may  measure  our 
national  course,  before  we  can  effect  it,  we  find 
we  have  already  moved  a  vast  distance  from 
the  point  at  which  it  was  commenced.  This 
course  we  cannot  check;  it  is  the  course  of 
things,  and  it  will  go  on.  Shall  we  not,  thus 
situated,  give  to  others  who  are  stmggKnff  for 
these  very  principles,  the  cheering  aid  of  our 
example  ana  opimonf 

But,  whatever  we  do  in  this  matter,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  do  on  principle.  If,  on  the  subject 
of  the  rumored  combination  against  South 
America,  we  take  any  stand,  it  must  be  on 
principle  that  that  stand  is  taken.  The  near 
approach,  or  the  remote  distance,  of  danger, 
may  change  policy,  but  cannot  touch  principle ; 
and  the  same  reasons  of  an  abstract  kind,  that 
would  lead  us  to  protest  in  the  case  of  the 
whole  Southern  Continent,  bind  us  to  protest 
in  the  case  of  the  smallest  Republic  in  Italy. 

A  second  question,  however,  may  here  be 
asked.  What  can  we  do?  This  thunder  is  at 
a  distance — ^the  wide  Atlantic  rolls  between — 
we  are  safe:  would  you  have  us  go  to  wart 
Would  you  have  us  send  armies  into  Europe? 
No :  I  would  not  But  this  reasoning  mistakes 
the  age.     Foimerly,  Indeed,  there  was  no 
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making  an  impreflsion  on  a  nation  but  hj  bayo- 
nets, and  snbfiidies,  bj  fleets  and  armies :  bat 
the  a^  has  undergone  a  change:  there  is  a 
force  in  public  opinion  which,  in  the  long  ran, 
will  outweigh  all  the  phrsical  force  that  can  be 
brought  to  oppose  it.  Until  public  opinion  is 
subdued,  the jmatest  enemy  of  tyranny  is  not 
yet  dead.  What  is  the  soul,  the  informing 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  of  our  entire  system 
of  government  f  Public  opinion.  While  this 
itets  with  intensity,  and  moves  in  the  right 
direction,  the  country  must  ever  be  siUTe — let  us 
direct  the  force,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this 
engine,  to  the  aid  of  others.  Public  opinion  is 
the  great  enemy  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  may 
be  said  that  public  opinion  did  not  succeed  in 
Spain.  Public  opinion  was  never  thoroughly 
changed  there ;  but  does  any  man  suppose  that 
Spain  is  not  at  this  day  nearer,  not  merely  in 
point  of  time,  but  intellectually  and  politically, 
nearer  to  freedom  than  she  was  last  spring? 
True,  indeed,  the  Bourbon  power  ^d  mtune  an 
almost  unresisted  march  from  Ihe  Pyrenees  to 
Cadiz,  but  is  Europe  satisfied?  PubUc  opinion 
is  neither  conciliated  nor  destroyed — like  Mil- 
ton^s  angels,  it  is  vital  in  every  part — ^and  this 
followed  back  the  Conqueror  as  he  returned, 
and  held  Europe  in  indignant  silence.  Let  us, 
then,  speak:  let  us  speak  weU  of  what  has 
done  weU  for  us.  We  shall  have  the  thinking 
world  all  with  us — and^  be  it  remembered,  it 
was  a  thinking  community  that  achieved  our 
Revolution  before  a  battle  had  been  fought. 

I  shall  not  detain  this  committee  by  laying 
before  it  any  statistical,  geographical,  or  com- 
mercial account  of  Greece.  The  document  on 
your  table,  which  has  been  furnished  from  the 
Department  of  State,  in  some  measure  supplies 
these:  and  her  history  is  familiar  to  us  all. 
Within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  the  con- 
dition of  that  country  has  undergone  a  great 
improvement.  Her  marine  produces  the  best 
sailors  in  the  Mediterranean — ^better,  in  that  sea, 
than  even  our  own.  Their  commerce,  before 
the  present  commotions,  had  begun  to  extend 
itself  to  France  and  Spain — Hobhouse  (our 
best  authority)  states  their  seamen  at  fifty  thou- 
sand ;  but  that  number  is  certainly  much  too 
large-— they  have  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  is  equal  to 
about  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United  States. 
Their  population  in  European  Turkey  is  about 
five  millions,  and  in  Asia  Minor  about  two 
millions  more.  Their  moral  state  is  rapidly 
advancing  in  all  respects — ^the  literati  of  Europe 
conceived  a  strong  interest  in  their  behalf  and 
sent  books  and  scholars  and  printing  presses 
into  Greece— many  of  the  works  of  modern 
Europe  have  been  translated  into  their  language, 
and  they  have  produced  many  works  entirdy 
original.  This  people,  a  people  of  intelligence, 
ingenuity,  refinement,  spirit,  and  enterprise, 
have  been  for  centuries  under  the  most  atrocious, 
unparalleled  Tartarian  barbarism  that  ever  op- 
pressed the  human  race.  This  House  is  unable 
to  estimate  duly,  it  is  unable  even  to  conceive  or 


comprehend  it.    It  must  be  remembered  tbitikt 
character  of  the  force  which  has  so  leng  Ve- 
neered over  them  is  pnrdy  militaiy.  Itb 
been  as  truly  as  beautifully  said,  that  '^h 
Turk  has  now  been  encamped  in  Europe  b 
four  centuries."    Yes,  dr — ^it  is  nothiog  ^ 
than  an  encampment.    They  came  in  ^  ii 
sword,  and  they  govern  by  the  swori  Ib^ 
hold  the  captive  Greeks  to  be  their  propotF7 
and  when  a  wretched  Greek  has  yielded  ipli 
yearns  earnings  to  some  rapacious  enetv,  i 
has  truly  been  said  that  he  '*  pays  his  n»B 
to  live  another  year.'^   Despotic  power  b  tkn, 
if  the  phrase  may  be  allowed,  f(»ined  vj&  i 
regular  system  of  anarchy.    The  power  Jdk- 
gated  to  the  inferior  tyrant  is  as  absolute  irit^ 
its  sphere,  as  the  power  of  the  Sultan  \atai 
— and  hence,  there  is  scarcely  a  gretipotf 
under  the  whole  Government  jv^hoseineipw^ 
is  not  virtually,  often  actnally,  at  war  vithiit 
Porte.    Between  these  two  opposite  po^ai 
both  despotic,  it  is  dangerous  to  take  ^^8^ 
yet  sides  must  be  taken :  in  all  the  empire  ^ 
is  no  property,  no  securi^.    The  val-bOTi 
and  undisguised  sale  of  all  ofBoes,  is,  of  itsdti 
sufiScient  index  of  the^state  of  sode^.  1b  ^ 
whole  world  no  such  oppression  is  fdt  k  dtf 
which  has  crushed  down  the  wretched  Gre^ 
In  India,  to  be  sure,  it  is  bad  enough  in  pa- 
ciple,  but  in  the  actual  feeling  of  the  oj^reas 
it  is  not  to  be  compared.     There  the  qipiw 
natives  are  themselves  as  barbarous  as  ^ 
oppressors,  but  here  have  been  seven  mii^ 
of  civilized,  enlightened,  Christian  men,  tus- 
pled  into  the  very  earth,  centuiy  aft«r  ceoti?. 
by  a  barbarous,  pillaging,  relen^es  ^^^^ 
Sir,  the  case  is  unique;   there  has  «M 
nothing  like  it,  before  or  since.    The  wooj 
has  no  such  misery  to  show.    Surely,  th^ 
no  case  in  which  we  could  point  to  the  ciriv 
and  Christian  world  with  such  an  emph«iE« 
appeal    What,  during  all  this  time,  has  befl 
the  conduct  of  the  neighboring  natioDS— oatKtf 
professedly  Christian?    It  has  been  adi^ 
to  Europe.    As  early  as  the  Congress  at  I^' 
bach,  in  1821,  the  papers  of  that  coandl  ^ 
of  the  rising  of  this  oppressed  people  as  ®- 
pable,  as  criminal.    And  this  chv^  ^^ 
from  the  Emperor  of  Rusda.    Certainly  he » 
not  always  think  it  quite  so  criminal  in  Gre8* 
to  resist  the  Porte.     On  the  oontraiT, »» 
not  known  to  all  the  world  that  5^*^^**^ 
vanced  a  dum  of  some  kind  against  the  rv^ 
to  the  allegiance  of  Greece  ?    Did  not  Itsd  ut 
discard  the  banner  of  St  George,  and  t^  »J 
double-headed  eagle  in  its  stead?    P»  >^ 
Peter  the  Great  secure  for  them  the  T^^r! 
the  Dardanelles?    Did  he  not  adopt  thej^ 
famed  banner  of  Constantine — "»»i*'v7 
«t«4J«;"    Did  he  not  stamp  upon  his  cob 
"Pbte€b    I.    Rcrsfio-G»*ooB.    ImpbwtoU 
From  1769  to  1T74,  did  not  Russia  eng^ej 
successive  campaigns  against  the  ^^^^^^^^ 
she  not  fill  Greece  with  her  armies?    *»®*3" 
the  Turks  compelled  to  admit,  by  ^^'^J 
independence  of  the  Czar  of  the  Gnmea?  ^^ 
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did  not  the  Empress  Catharine,  when  she  eon- 
crnered  the  Orimea,  inscribe  over  the  gate  of 
Oherson,  "  the  boad  to  BTZAimuM  ?  "  Strange, 
indeed,  after  all  this,  that  a  Greek  insarrectlon 
against  the  Tnrks  should  excite  the  indignation 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  I  Tet^  what  says  the 
Congress  of  Verona,  held  no  longer  ago  than 
last  year?  It  denounces  ^^the  rash  and  cul- 
pable conduct  of  the  Greeks,  who  have  thrown 
a  firebrand  into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire." If  thej  did,  that  was  done  long  before 
they  did  it,  and  they  were  by  this  very  power 
encouraged  to  do  it  ^ght  it  not  have  been 
expected  that  at  that  Congress  some  relenting 
of  compassion  would  have  been  felt  for  these 
Buffering  Greeks?  Nobody  doubts  the  power 
of  that  Congress  to  aid  them — one  word  would 
have  delivered  the  whole  nation.  If^  as  that 
alliance  professed,  they  took  Christianity  for 
their  guiae,  what  must  be  said  of  their  aban- 
doning seven  millions  of  Christian  people  to  be 
trampled  upon  by  barbarians?  Nay,  at  their 
being  accusied,  because  they  turned  upon  their 
oppressors,  of  '*  throwing  a  firebrana  into  the 
midst  of  the  Ottoman  Empire? ''  But  farther, 
sir:  in  1821,  Baron  Strogonoff,  the  Russian 
Mnister  at  Constantinople,  says,  in  a  public 
document,  that  the  most  unheard-of  enormities 
were  perpetrated  against  Greeks  who  had  no 
share  whatever  in  the  rebellion ;  and  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Porte  towards  these  people  was 
sofScient  to  furnish  good  grounds  for  all  Europe 
to  unite  on  the  subject.  This  was  in  1821. 
This  was  followed  by  that  indescribable  enor- 
mity, that  appalling  monument  of  barbarian 
cruelty,  the  destruction  of  Sdo— a  scene  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe — ^from  which  human 
nature  shrinks  shuddering  away — a  scene,  thank 
God,  without  a  parallel  in  all  the  history  of 
fallen  man ;  and  that  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  massacres  in  Cyprus.  All  these  things 
were  perfectly  known  when  the  Congress  of 
Yerona  accused  the  Greeks,  for  their  insurrec- 
tion, of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire! " 

Now,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  such  are  the  results 
of  the  system  of  modem  European  8overeif;ns, 
it  is  a  system  which  demands  examihation. 
That  this  was  a  fruit  of  that  system,  is  unde- 
niable. This  was  an  interference  against  the 
Greeks  in  favor  of  the  Turks ;  and  it  was  far 
greater  than  any  thing  I  propose  for  the  Greeks 
against  the  Turks,  i  es,  sir,  with  that  instru- 
ment in  their  hand.  Christian  Sovereigns,  there 
profeesiuff  to  take  the  Christian  religion  for 
their  guide,  have  advanced  to  cheek  a  Christian 
nation  in  resisting  the  bloodiest  cruelty  of  a 
horde  of  Mohammedan  Tartars. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  pursued  towards 
this  people.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  while  I  state  a  very  short  account  of 
their  late  revolution. 

The  situation  of  Greece  had  excited  the  sym- 
pathies of  Western  Europe  for  thirty  years  past 
Societies  had  been  formed  in  Germany  to  im* 
prove  the  oondition  of  tiie  suffering  pe<^l 


branches  of  those  societies  were  extended  into 
Greece — many  of  their  youth  were  carefully  in- 
structed in  literature — many  disbanded  ofiioers 
from  the  European  armies  entered  into  the  Gre- 
cian service,  and'  a  considerable  amelioration  of 
their  condition  with  respect  to  the  advantages 
of  education  began  to  be  effected.    In  1821,  the 
revolt  took  place  in  Moldavia  and  Wallaohia, 
a  revolt  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
fomented  by  Russia.     Tlie  Emperor  brought 
down  a  large  force  upon  the  Pruth — ^a  Russian 
vessel,  being  suspected  of  carrying  supplies  to 
the  insurgents,  was  stopped  as  she  paslsed  the 
Bosphorus — and  a  rupture  seemed  immediately 
impending.    Russia  demanded  that  the  Turkish 
forces  should  be  withdrawn  from  those  two 
northern  provinces.     At  the  same  time  that 
Tpsilanti  was  in  rebellion  in  the  north,  the 
Porte  had  to  carry  on  a  desperate  struggle  with 
Ali  Pacha  in  the  west     And  another  war 
with  Persia  threatened  in  the  east    Then  it 
was  that  the  Greek  revolution  burst   forth. 
They  soon  possessed  themselves  of  the  open 
country  of  the  Morea,  and  forced  the  Turks  to 
fly  for  refuge  into  the  cities.    Of  these,  Tri- 
politza  soon  fell  into  their  hands;  and  then 
they   began   to   contemplate   a   government 
They  assembled  a  Congress,  (the  name  is  hal- 
lowed on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic— it  is  a  name 
dear  to  freedom^  ai^d  began  to  organi2e  a  sys- 
tem of  laws.    The  Annual  Register  asks  what 
right  they  had  to  denominate  this  a  Congress? 
The  answer  is  easy;  the  same  rights  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  we  had,  and  no  more.    With  our 
constitution  before  them,  they  proceeded  to 
copy  its  features  as  closely  as  weir  circum- 
stances would  permit    In  that  year,  the  war 
with  Ali  Pacha  was  ended  by  treachery,  and 
the  breach  of  the  Turkish  promise.    The  affiiir 
was  settled,  too,  with  Russia,  and  it  now  was 
discovered  that  all  that  she  had  insisted  on  was, 
that  the  Turkish  forces  should  be  withdrawn 
fh>m  Moldavia  and  Wallachia;  the  very  meas- 
ure which,  of  all  others,  had  the  most  im- 
mediate tendency  to  overwhelm   the  Greek 
cause.    Thus  was  the  whole  force  of  tlie  Otto- 
man Empire  let  loose  at  once  upon  devoted 
Greece ;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  result  ?    Where 
the  Ottoman  made  his  greatest  effort  he  was 
met  and  foiled,  and,  in  six  weeks,  had  to  turn 
back  his  steps  from  the  Morea,  whither  his  foot 
has  never  since  trodden  to  this  day.    It  was  in 
tUs  year  that  the  island  of  Scio,  the  most 
fkvored  island  in  the  Archipelago,  an  island  the 
peculiar  property  of  the  Bultuia,  the  lightest 
taxed,  the  most  wealthy,  the  most  refined,  the 
most  literary  spot  in  all  Greece;  where  were 
libraries,  such  as  few  States  in  this  Union  pos- 
sesS)  and  where  ease  and  elegance  had  their 
favorite  seat,  became  the  theatre  ot  a  massacre 
such  as  Lb  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  <^ 
the  world.    The  inhabitants  of  Samos,  jealous 
at  the  comparative  prosperity  of  this  island, 
landed,  drove  the  Turks  into  the  town,  and 
were  Joined  by  some  of  the  country  people  of 
Sdo.    The  Turkish  fleets  lately  reinforced  from 
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was  not  merelj  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a 
military  rank,  however  honorable,  that  Lafay- 
ette was  worthy  of  oar  contemplation;  he 
sought-  effective  service,  he  sealed  his  attach- 
ment to  our  cause  with  his  blood  at  Brandy- 
wine,  and  in  that  great  catastrophe  which 
placed  in  our  bauds  a  British  commander  ajid 
all  his  army  at  Yorktown,  he  occupied  a  strik- 
iog  position  in  the  busy  and  interesting  scene. 
The  Judgment  of  Washington  having  given  him 
command  of  the  American  forces  in  the  storm- 
ing of  a  redoubt,  while  the  French,  in  another 
column,  were  ordered  simultaneously  to  attack 
another,  Lafayette  obtained  the  psJm,  having 
carried  his  redoubt  some  minutes  in  advance  of 
the  French  column.  But  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  these  States  were  not  merely  of  a  mili- 
tary character ;  he  served  us  equally  in  a  politi- 
cal as  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  He  made 
frequent  visits  to  France,  and  he  used  them  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  our  connections 
with  that  countr}',  and  brinfl:ing  its  wealth  by 
commercial  operations  in  aid  of  our  exhausted 
resources.  He  has  a  farther  recommendation 
to  our  affection  and  respect,  as  the  friend  of 
temperate  and  regulated  liberty  in  his  own 
country.  From  the  first  moment  of  the  French 
revolution  he  was  the  decided  advocate  of  its 
general  principle,  and  he  was  the  advocate  of 
that  form  of  civil  Uberty,  which  he  conceived 
best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  genius 
of  France,  a  limited  monarchy  accompanied 
with  a  deliberative  body.  He  once  thought 
that  he  had  attained  this  object,  but  the  ex- 
cesses which  followed  prostrated  all  his  fond 
hopea^  and  he  himself  falling  into  the  dutches 
of  despotic  power,  was  thrown  into  the  dun- 
geons of  Olmutz.  A  better  state  of  things 
afterwards  succeeded,  and  he  returned  to  his 
country,  where  he  had  the  immortal  honor  of 
putting  on  record  his  vote  (almost  a  solitary 
one)  against  the  enormous  grants  of  power  to 
the  late  ruler  of  France.  He  is  still  the  in- 
trenid  friend  of  her  chartered  rights.  As  such, 
he  has  claims  on  the  respect  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  in  all  countries.  But,  here,  he  has  so 
many  claims  to  that  regard,  that  it  would  be  an 
imputation  on  the  American  character  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  measure  now  proposed  will  not 
meet  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  every 
member  of  this  Housci. 

Mr.  Wabfisld  said,  the  resolutions  now  under 
consideration,  which  were  originally  introduced 
by  his  friend  and  colleague,  had  h&  entire  and 
most  cordial  approbation.  It  is  not,  said  Mr. 
W.,  my  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  recount  the 
signal  services  rendered  to  this  country,  when 
in  her  utmost  need,  by  the  great,  the  good,  the 
illustrious  Lafayette:  they  have  been  expa- 
tiated on  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  LiviNGflTOH;)  they  are  in  the  distinct 
recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House ; 
they  are  indelibly  impiinted  on  every  Ameri- 
can heart ;  they  are  recorded ;  they  adorn  the 
faithfial  page  of  history,  and  will  be  read  and 
admked  by  ages  yet  to  come.    My  only  object^ 


said  Mr.  W.,  in  rising,  is  to  express  ^bft 
that  those  resolutions  will  reoeire  the  mact 
mous  approbation  of  this  body,  composed  a( 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  thepecfktf 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  sdof^tf 
the  amendment,  it  paffied  unammoiEly  ia  & 
affirmative:  and  the  resolndon,  as  toM^ 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thbd  nt 
ing. 

Ikpreeation  of  Ewrapean,  6bin5tna(MM  f»J^ 
9ubjttgate  the  Independent  Amerien  Stti 
of  Spanith  Origm, 

Mr.  CuLY  offered  the  following,  wludiki' 
sired  to  lay  on  the  table  for  considen&ai: 

^^Beeohed  by  the  Senate  tmd  Borne  ef  Rtpam^ 
tivee  of  A«  UmUA  Statee  of  Amenea,  m  Cafm 
aetembled,  That  the  peopio  of  tfaew  States  mB  « 
see,  without  serioiu  inqmetade,  any  ftrciUa  inia^ 
Uon  by  the  Allied  powexs  of  Europe  in  ytaMi 
Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  fixmier  sabjectioB  A<Bp 
of  the  oontinent  of  America  which  have  ftmSaai 
and  establiahedfor  themselves,  reqiectiT«lj,ii^^ 
est  Govemments,  and  vhich  have  been  admis^ 
cognised  by  the  United  States.'' 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  haTing  nsai^ 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reoooiaei^ 
ing  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  tx^tmdi 
mission  to  Greece, 

Mr.  PoiNBBTT,  of  South  Garduui,  fbea  m 
and  addressed  the  House  as  foDows : 

To  view  this  question  oalmly  and  dupwu- 
ately  as  a  statesman  ought  to  do,  reqnirs** 
exercise  the  utmost  contirol  over  oor  feeHa^ 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  ood^)^ 
tween  the  Greeks  and  the  Turks,  so  doqse^ 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  MsssKfai^ 
without  feeling  the  strongest  indigQaoositai 
barbarous  atrocitiea  committed  by  the  isMii^f 
pressor,  and  the  deepest  interest  in  the  cMi>" 
a  brave  people  stmggling  alone,  agaiiutft<* 
odds,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  ofdeapooaa- 

Our  sympathies  are  always  with  the  offt* 
ed — our  feelings  are  always  engaged  intbeo^ 
of  liberty.  In  favor  of  Greece,  they  «»* 
more  strongly  excited  by  recoflectioB^^? 
the  scholar  cherishes  with  delight^  aad  ^ 
are  associated  in  our  minds  with  everypan" 
exalted  sentiment. 

The  descendants  of  that  Olustrieos  peofM 
whom  we  owe  our  arts^  oor  sdeuoes^  sm,  <OT 
our  religion,  every  thing  which  gjyo*^ 
to  life,  must  command  our  wamert  int^ 
but  the  Greeks  have  other  claims  ^^? 
pathies.  They  are  not  only  heiis  of  »*  J 
mortal  feme  of  their  ancestor*— thej  «•*• 
rivals  of  their  virtues.  In  their  henw>  WJ 
for  freedom,  they  have  exhibited  a  P*J*2 
oonrage,  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  a  J*J2 
of  danger  and  of  suffering  worthy  the  W^ 
of  ancient  Greece.  Theendiuaasmapdo&w 

manifested 
throu^ontthe 
honorable  to  their  teeunga 
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|>plaud  thjeir  generoeitj,  and  may  imitate  their 
sample.  But  the  duty  of  a  statesman  is  a 
twn  daty.  As  Bepresentatives  of  the  people, 
re  have  no  right  to  indulge  oar  sympathies, 
lowever  nohle,  or  to  g^ve  way  to  our  ^elings, 
loirever  generous.  We  are  to  regard  only  the 
K>lioy  of  a  measure  submitted  to  our  considera- 
ion.  Our  first,  and  most  important  duty,  is  to 
naintain  peace,  vheneyer  that  can  be  done 
lonsistendy  wiui  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
tation ;  and  we  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
neasure  which  mignt  involye  us  in  a  war,  ex- 
lept  where  those  great  interests  are  concerned, 
rhe  gentleman  disclaims  any  such  intention.  He 
loes  not  belieye  that  we  run  the  slightest  risk, 
»y  adopting  the  resolution  on  your  table.  He 
lonsiders  it  as  a  nacifio  measure,  and  relies  en- 
irely  upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to 
tocept  or  reject  our  recommendation,  as  the  in- 
erests  of  the  country  may  require.  The  object 
i  passing  such  a  resolution  can  only  be  to  give 
A  impulse  to  the  Executive,  and  to  induce  him, 
>y  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
0  send  a  commission  to  Greece.  I  have  as 
;reat  a  reliance  upon  the  discretion  of  the  £x- 
loutive  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
believe  that  he  would  resist  the  suggestion  of 
ids  House  in  favor  of  any  measure,  if  he  thought 
he  public  interest  required  him  to  do  so.  But, 
nless  we  wish  and  expect  him  to  act  upon  our 
eoommendation,  we  ought  not  to  throw  upon 
ilffl,  alona  the  responsibility  of  resisting  the 
Irong  public  feeling  which  has  been  excited  on 
bis  subject  The  quesUon  for  us  to  consider 
fipean  to  me  to  be,  whether,  if  the  power 
«tted  with  us,  we  would  exercise  it  to  this  ex- 
ent.  I  think  we  could  not  do  so,  without  in- 
nuring  some  risk  of  involving  the  countiy  in  a 
rar  foreign  to  its  interests.  Let  us  suppose  that 
hese  commissioners  were  to  fall  into  the  hands 
€  the  Turks ;  an  event  by  no  means  impossible, 
II  the  present  state  of  Greece — ^what  would  be 
heir  fate  f  The  Porte  has  not  been  remarkable 
or  its  strict  observance  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
Q  its  intercourse  with  the  powers  of  Europe ; 
nd  it  is  not  probable,  that  saoh  a  court  would 
le  very  scrupulous  in  its  conduct  towards  a  na- 
ion  whose  flag  it  has  never  acknowledged.  Or, 
Bt  us  imagine,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
A  the  rumor  of  our  having  taken  any  measure 
a  fivor  of  Greece^  the  barbarous  and  infuriated 
Janissaries  at  Smyrna  were  to  assassinate  our 
)onsuI  and  fellow-citizens  residing  there;  might 
kot  a  war  grow  out  of  such  acts  t  The  gentle- 
nan  ftoni  Massachusetts  said,  yesterday,  that 
re  had  already  taken  steps,  which  would  offend 
he  Ottoman  Forte  as  much  as  the  one  he  pro- 
NMed.  Money  has  been  fre^y  and  publicly 
mutributed  in  aid  of  the  Greeks.  What  we 
Hrre  done  in  that  respect  is  common  to  all 
^uistian  Europe.  Luge  sums  have  been  con- 
ributed  for  that  purpose  in  England,  in  Ger- 
IMny,  and  even  in  Russia.  He  said,  too,  that 
lie  Executive,  in  the  Secretary's  letter  to  the 
tgent  of  the  Greek  Gt>vemment,  and  snbse- 
pwDCiy  in  his  Message  to  CongresSi  has  used 


expressions  calculated  to  irritate  that  court  as 
much  as  if  we  were  to  send  a  oommissiou  to 
Greece.  These  expressions  of  ardent  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Greeks  are  honorable  to  the 
Executive,  and  will  be  echoed  back  by  the  na- 
tion. They  may  be  so  by  this  House  with 
safety,  and  that  expression  of  our  interest  in 
their  welfare  and  success  would  have  all  the 
cheering  influence  the  gentleman  anticipates 
from  tlie  measure  he  proposes. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  u  the  consideration  of 
this  question  we  have  been  misled  by  comparing 
this  revolution  with  that  of  Spanish  America. 
And  I  have  heard  it  argued  tiiat,  as  we  sent 
commiasioners  to  Buenos  Ayres  without  rous- 
ing the  jealousy  of  any  nation,  and  recognized 
the  independence  of  those  Governments  with- 
out exciting  the  hostility  of  Spain,  we  ma^  do 
the  same  in  relation  to  Greece,  without  offend- 
ing any  nation  in  Europe. 

Mr.  BAin>oLPH  then  rose  and  said,  that  this  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and  the  prettiest 
themes  for  declamation  ever  presented  to  a  de- 
liberative assembly.  But  it  appeared  to  him  in 
a  light  very  different  from  any  that  had  as  yet 
been  thrown  upon  it.  He  looked  at  the  meas- 
ure as  one  fraught  with  deep  and  deadly  danger 
to  the  best  interests  and  to  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people ;  and  so  satisfied  was  he  of 
this,  that  he  had  bden  constrained  by  that  con- 
viction to  overcome  the  almost  insuperable  re- 
pugnance he  felt  to  throwing  himself  upon  the 
notice  of  the  House,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
raise  his  voice  agaiDst  both  the  propositions. 
He  would  not  at  this  time  ^  at  length  into  the 
su}}(ject ;  his  intention,  in  rising,  was  merely  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  that  both  of 
the  resolutions  might  be  printed.  He  wished 
to  have  some  time  to  think  of  this  business — 
to  deliberate,  before  we  took  this  leap  in  the 
dark  into  the  Archipelago,  or  the  Black  Sea,  or 
into  the  wide  mouth  of  uie  La  Plata.  He  might 
be  permitted  to  add  one  or  two  other  views. 
He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  post  of  honor  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  post  of  toil  and 
of  difficulty  on  this  sidej  if^  indeed,  anybody 
should  be  with  him  on  this  side.  It  was  a  dif- 
ficult and  an  invidious  task  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  public  sentiment  when  all  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  were  appealed  to. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  was  delegated  to  this 
House  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  ffuard  the  righto  of  other 
people ;  and  if  it  was  doubted,  even  in  the  case 
of  England,  the  land  fertile  above  all  others 
(not  excepting  Greece  hers^)  in  great  men— if 
it  was  doubtful  whether  her  interference  in  the 
politics  of  the  Continent,  though  separated  fit>m 
it  only  by  a  narrow  frith,  were  either  for  her 
honor  or  advantage ;  if  tne  effect  of  that  inter- 
ference has  been  a  monumental  debt,  that  para- 
lyzes the  arm  that  certainly  would  have  struck 
ibr  Spain,  can  it  be  for  us  to  seek  in  the  very 
bottom  of  the  Mediterranean  for  a  <juarrel  wiui 
the  Ottoman  Porte  t  And  this  while  we  have 
an  ooeaa  rolling  between?    While  we  are  in 
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that  Bea  without  a  single  port  In  which  to  refit 
a  6^ip  ?  And  while  tiie  powers  of  Barbary  lie 
in  succession  in  oar  path  ?  Shall  we  open  this 
Pandora^s  box  of  political  evils  ?  It  has  been 
wisely  and  truly  said,  that  it  is  possible  the 
mere  rumor  of  our  interference  may  produce  at 
Constantinople,  or  at  Smyrna,  that  which  will 
drive  us  at  once  into  a  war.  We  all  know  the 
connection  that  subsists  between  the  Barbary 
States  and  what  we  may  denominate  the  Mother 
Power.  Are  we  prepared  for  a  war  with  these 
pirates?  (not  that  we  are  not  perfectly  com- 
petent to  such  a  war,  but)  does  it  suit  our  finan- 
cies?  Does  it,  sir,  suit  our  magniBoent  project 
of  roads  and  canals  9  Does  it  suit  the  temper 
of  our  people  ?  Does  it  promote  their  interests  ? 
Will  it  add  to  their  happiness  9  Sir,  why  did 
we  remain  supine,  while  Piedmont  and  Naples 
were  crushed  by  Austria  9  Why  did  we  stand 
aloof^  while  the  Spanish  peninsula  was  again 
reduced  under  legitimate  government  9  If  we 
did  not  interfere  then,  why  now  9  Sir,  I  refer 
you  to  the  memorable  attempted  interference  of 
that  greatest  of  statesmen,  when  he  was  in  the 
jEenith  of  his  glory — ^when  all  his  dazzling  beams 
were  unshorn.  Tou  know  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt ; 
and  I  refer  you,  as  a  commentary  on  that  at- 
tempted interference,  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Pox 
— a  speech  fraught  with  the  wisdom  of  a  real 
statesman.    [Here  Mr.  B.  pansed.] 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  {>rinted. 


Tbubsdat,  January  22. 
The  Greek  Catiee. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Webstbb^s  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed 
by  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  proposes  to  Umit  the 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  de- 
cisively favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

Mr.  CuTHBEBT,  (who  had,  by  the  custom  of 
the  House,  the  right  to  the  floor,  having  last 
evening  moved  that  the  committee  rise,)  in  in- 
troducmg  his  remarks,  observed  someuiing  in 
relation  to  his  state  of  bodily  health,  which  we 
did  not  distinctly  hear ;  but  he  said  that,  even 
if  he  could  have  supposed  that  any  observations 
of  his  would  have  any  weight  with  the  House, 
he  had  the  less  reason  to  regret  his  state,  either 
of  body  or  mind,  after  the  eloquent  speech  de- 
livered by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Babtlett.)  He  believed  there 
were  few  gentlemen  present,  yesterday,  whose 
minds  had  not  received  a  strong  impression 
from  that  speech ;  he  felt  certain  that  it  had  a 
sensible  influence  on  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
and,  therefore,  (being  on  this  question  of  simi- 
lar opinions  to  that  gentleman,)  he  regretted 
the  less  any  disability  of  his  own. 

He  believed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would 


be  conceded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  d^ 
that  this  was  a  measure  which  had  its  orin 
principally,  in  feeling.  That  a  very  itnn 
popular  excitement  did  exist  at  this  mctasUm 
the  subject,  could  not  be  denied ;  and  ham  k 
the  feeling  of  a  virtuous,  intelligent,  aai  nk- 
fleeting  people,  ought  to  inflaenoe  their  kfh 
lators,  he  should  not  undertake  to  detenaiH; 
he  did  not,  for  a  m<»nent,  soppoee  that  t  )t^ 
lative  body  was  the  only  assemblage  citslum 
who  were  competent  to  judge  and  deterawft 
question  of  this  kind,  but  th^re  was  avik 
and  important  distinction  between  aeemApt 
of  the  people,  gathered  together  in  dmb 
without  responsibility,  and  those  who  toi 
bound  by  their  office  and  their  oath  to  ddlbv» 
ate  with  their  calmest  judgment,  and  vka 
decisions  were  to  be  followed  with 


consequences. 

The  people,  ^tbered  in  lai^  aasembfifi^U 
a  generous  pnde  in  expressing  their  wsMl 
feelings.    The  noble  glow  of  sympathy  eiuka 
from  heart  to  heart ;  the  feeling  rises  wisii  tte 
numbers  who  partake  in  it,  till  €«ch  msaM 
his  bosom  swell  with  a  big  emotion,  the  laA 
of  the  congregated  feeling.     But^  sir,  vMi 
such  meetings  are  held,  and  anch  emotiooici' 
perienced,  do  the  people,  sir,  expect  thit  jm 
shall  be  governed,  in  solemn  acta  irfhpM^ 
by  the  resolutions  they  paasf     Were  yoi  k 
yield  yourselves  to  such  a  govemanee^  yt^ 
would  betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  jhl 
Not  that  you  have  more  wisdom  than  tlift 
but  that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  fn^^n"*^^ 
tion  of  their  Government.     They  tell  yoa  tU 
they  love  liberty — that  they  deplore  tlie  oJb* 
ities  and  sufferings  of  the  oppremd  Greeb- 
that  they  rejoice  and  exult  in  aH  their  trimopbft 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  condu^onf    This:  ih^ 
if  sound  wisdom  shall  direct  you  to  eiM*ii 
any  active  measures  on  the  aulgect,  vea  am 
an  ardent  and  an  energetic  people  to  back  yia 
Ought  you  not  to  pause,  Mr.  ChairmaQ,  hdm 
you  commit  such  a  people,  noble,  gaUsnt,  fft 
erous,  now  eqjoying  unprecedented  haf^Saa^ 
and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  blesuigitf 
peace,  to  all  the  privations,  the  untried  hoM 
of  wart    To  judge  of  your  duty,  select  sdj  ii* 
dividual  who  has  been  a  member  of  om^ 
these  i)opular  meetings,  who  has  been  the  iMrt 
enthusiastic  of  aU  who  were  present,  sad  ^ 
there  passed  resolutions,  ooucned  in  the  iMtf 
glowing  language ;  select  him  from  that  w^ 
ing,  (where  he  was  without  reflpoosibffi^ 

Elace  him  in  the  solitude  of  his chambeivw 
im  he  must  now  act,  and  act  under  the  wbw 
responsibility  of  the  happiness  or  the  disti«»« 
his  country — ^passion  departs — he  begitf  ^ 
pause,  and  to  reflect,  and  he  invokesi  notftf* 
sion,  but  wisdom,  tor  his  guide.  It  is  tboitM 
these  very  people  expect  and  demand  of  jMtD 
act.  • 

What  does  such  a  reflection  natonlty  *0|f 
to  us  ?  That  we  should  mske  a  compenMB^ 
tween  our  Government,  and  those  onder  «w 
this  very  nation  of  the  Gre^  OBoe  &v» 
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ShaU  I  be  told  that  it  is  bnt  the  declamatioii  of 
a  school-bojr  to  talk  of  andent  Greece  ?    I  an- 
swer, that  sentiment  is  worthy  only  of  those 
en^yed  oonntries  where  it  is  the  mshion,  be- 
oanse  it  is  the  interest  of  their  oppressora,  to 
oast  every  speoies  of  ridicnle  and  sneer  upon 
republican  Governments.    ShaU  we,  on  this  ac- 
ooont,  deny  oorselves  the  solid  benefit  of  the 
experience  of  other  republics  ?    Those  who  live 
onder  the  monarohioal  Governments  of  Europe 
are  liable  to  be  misled  on  this  subject,  by  tne 
cant  of  their  writers — from  the  humblest  jour- 
nal of  the  day,  to  the  largest  and  weightiest 
tome  that  engrosses  the  shelf  of  their  libraries, 
all  hold  one  language — a  regular  war  is  waged 
with  the  principles  of  free  government ;  if  we 
Join  in  the  adoption  of  such  anti-republican 
sentiments^  we  aid  this  band  of  conspirators  in 
the  sOTvile  dedgn  of  degrading  and  debasing 
the  human  famihr.    No^  sir.    We  are  warrant 
ed  in  appealing  K>r  facts  to  aid  us  to  the  history 
of  Greece — ^it  is  our  duty  to  look  oarefuUy  at 
that  history.  And  what  do  we  find,  sir  ?  that  the 
Gredan  republics  had  all  the  soul  and  fire  of 
fiberty,  but  that  they  wanted  intelligenoe,  and 
a  regular  plan  in  its  ex^oyment  and  its  preser- 
vation.   Hence,  we  see  them  split  up  into  con- 
tending factions;  and  so  bitter  were  their  ttu- 
toal  hatred  and  animosity,  and  so  fierce  the 
rage  of  their  contests,  th£^  in  some  instances, 
whole  communities  were  destroyed,  wars  of 
annihilation  were  carried  on  between  neighbor- 
ing States^  and  scenes  ooouired  on  the  Grecian 
fioil,  over  which  freedom  and  humanity  mingle 
their  tears.    But  how,  sir,  is  the  case  with  us? 
Under  an  administration  of  mild  and  equal 
]*W9,  we  are  at  this  hour  in  the  exgoyment  of 
the  utmost  practicable  measure  of  personal 
liber^.    We  are  blessed  with  profound  peace, 
an^  we  humblest  and  most  timid  man  among 
ns  IB  in  the  full  possession  of  absolute  securi^ 
in  person  and  property. 

8ir,  this  nisht  every  weak  and  shrinking 
fiunale^  every  helpless  infant,  in  all  thia  land, 
liee  down  in  peace,  and  may  sink  into  unbroken 
alnmber,  conscious  of  being  safe  from  harm. 
To-morrow,  every  vigorous  man,  with  robust 
limb,  with  active  and  enterprising  mind,  will 
be  engaged  with  ardor  in  all  that  can  advance 
his  own  and  his  country's  prosperity,  in  all  that 
enlightens  and  ennobles  man.  The  sustaining 
nergy  of  a  free  Government  pervades  the  lan£ 
and  raises  and  strengthens  the  character  of  all 
who  inhabit  ^t.  In  such  a  country,  wars  can 
noTer  be  waged  for  glory  and  empire.  The 
moBt  ambitious  leader,  who  would  persuade  us 
into  a  war,  must  profess  that  it  is  a  war  for 
the  right ;  he  dare  not  even  breathe  the  senti- 
ment that  it  IB  undertaken  only  for  glory.  Sure- 
ly this  reflection  ought  to  prove  to  us  a  warning 
on  an  occasion  like  this ;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that,  by  all  the  acts  in  which  it  is  engaged,  this 
infant  nation  is  stamping  its  character  for  fu- 
ture ages. 

There  is  one  question  I  would  ask  of  this 
eoffntnittee.    I  would  ask  it  emphatioally.  Ton 


owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  oueht  to  repay 
in  kind.  Is  it  a  debt  for  physical  aid  ?  Is  it  for 
any  thing  she  ever  did  for  us  by  physical  force? 
Ifo,  fiir;  it  is  for  moral  aid;  for  the  force  of 
her  example ;  it  is  for  the  spirit  and  sentiments 
of  her  writers,  which  have  passed  into  our 
mind ;  it  is  for  the  lessons  she  has  taught  us  in 
the  love  and  the  defence  of  freedom ;  it  is  for 
the  warnings  we  have  received  from  her  mis- 
fortunes; for  the  spirit,  in  a  word,  that  her 
works  and  her  words  have  poured  into  our 
souls.  What,  then,  is  our  proper,  our  best  re- 
turn ?  It  is  to  raise  her  depressed  children  by' 
the  example  of  our  fr«e  Government — a  Gov- 
ernment possessing  some  excellencies  and  ad- 
vantages that  hers  never  had,  even  in  their 
brightest  day.  This  is  the  example  we  are  to 
set  them,  and  not  that  of  foreign  wars.  We 
are  to  show  them  the  blessings  of  freedom,  as 
reduced  to  a  practical  and  a  permanent  form — 
to  show  them  a  people  happy,  and  proud  of  the 
lot  they  eijoy. 

How  cautious,  then,  should  We  be  that  we  do 
not,  by  bringing  disaster  on  our  hitherto  happy 
experiment,  blast  the  rising  cause  of  freedom 
(check  it.  rather,  for  rise  it  will)  throughout 
the  world.  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not 
make  our  case  a  warning  against  free  Govern- 
ments, instead  of  the  strongest  of  arguments  in 
their  fisivor.  And  what,  sir,  is  the  process  by 
which  you  are  to  spread  the  influence  of  your 
free  principles  and  free  institutions?  Not  by 
wars,  but  by  a  friendly  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope; by  writings,  by  personal  conversation, 
and  by  the  speeches  of  your  statesmen.  By 
means  like  these,  the  rapid  contagion  of  en- 
lightened principles  will  spread  from  land  to 
huQd.  Men  easuy  imbibe  right  principles  on 
politics,  when  once  they  are  suggested  to  them. 
The  plainest  and  the  humblest  peasant  can  be 
made  to  understand  that  men  are  bom  equal, 
and  have  equal  rights;  all  he  needs  is  to  be 
convinced  that  these  principles,  so  true  and  so 
plain  in  themselves,  can  be  carried  out  into  a 
practical  government.  The  literati  of  Europe 
know  this,  and  some  of  them  spread  the  truth 
in  their  writings.  Their  statesmen  know  it^ 
too,  and  some  of  these,  too,  reconmiend  it  The 
honest  common  people  acknowledge  the  truth, 
and  long  for  its  benefits.  They  have  the  de- 
monstration of  the  truth  brought  to  their  very 
senses:  they  see  and  know  our  seamen,  our 
merchants,  and  their  families,  and  they  know 
that  there  does  exist  a  country  that  fosters  in 
its  bosom  a  free,  proud,  and  energetic  people, 
who  know  how  to  protect  their  rights  and  their 
honor.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists  that 
these  people  inhale  some  notions  of  freedom 
with  the  very  atmosphere  they  breathe — and 
as  they  breathe  it  tney  come  to  love  those 
rights.  Despotism,  on  the  other  hand,  is  found- 
ed on  the  ignorance,  prejudice, timidity,  and  de- 
pression of  the  people :  but  tnat  ignorance  is 
dissipating — ^those  prejudices  are  weakening — 
that  fear  is  dispelling — the  people  are  fast  rising 
in  the  scale  of  being.    How  unwise  would  it  be, 
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nay,  how  wicked,  to  abandon  all  these  gradnal 
bat  powerftd  effeotBof  our  Goyemment  and  con- 
dition, in  order  to  assame  another  character. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  war  on  this  infln- 
enoe?  It  will  oonnteract  it  at  once,  bj  con- 
Jorine  np  in  opposition  all  the  angry  and  re- 
seotlm  passions.  Why  should  we  so  eflEectnally 
advance  the  dearest  interests  of  despotism? 
Think  jou  that  their  monarchs  will  fail  to 
direct  these  passions  against  the  cause  of  free- 
dom ?  Sir,  we  can  give  no  physical,  no  war- 
like aid  to  liberty  that  wiU  not  injure  her 
oanse. 

There  is  another   consideration   that  calls 
upon  ns  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  we  take 
any  step  tiiat  may  commit  the  nation.    Mon- 
archy can  go  to  war  from  policy  or  ambition, 
and  if  they  do  not  find  it  suits  their  views  they 
can,  with  almost  equal  ease^  withdraw  from  the 
contest    But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  republics. 
In  these,  before  you  enter  into  a  war,  you  must 
convince  the  mass  of  the  nation  that  the  war  is 
virtuous  and  just  in  its  principles,  and  unavoid- 
able without  disgrace.     When  a  free  people 
have  become,  by  reflection,  convinced  of  this, 
they  become  reckless  of  consequences;    you 
rouse   a   deeper   spirit;    you    concentrate   a 
mightier  wrath  than  a  despotic  €k>vemment 
can  ever  know.    There  is  a  moral  force  that 
mingles  with  the  physical,  and  propels  it  with 
redoubled  energy.    But^  if  the  war  is  unreason- 
able, uigost,  unnecessary,  when  any  calamity 
happens  in  its  prosecution  they  at  once  look 
back  to  its  origin,  re-examine  its  principle; 
they  ask,  in  a  spirit  of  discontent  and  indigna- 
tion, why  was  it  not  avoided ;  and  they  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  its  authors.     Ton  cannot, 
then,  enter  with  too  much  caution  on  steps 
that  have  war  in  their  probable  or  possible  re- 
sults.   K  you  go  to  war  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
on  sufficient  and  solid  grounds,  your  people  will 
resolve  on  success  or  ruin ;  but  if  you  enter  on 
it  lightly,  after  a  while  the  spirit  of  the  people 
flags;  they  abandon  you;  you  have  to  yield 
without  success;  the  temper  and  tone  of  the 
nation  is  lowered,  and  its  cnaracter  permanent- 
ly injured.    Another  question  was,  what  effect 
such  a  measure  as  that  now  proposed  was  like- 
ly to  produce  on  our  relations  with  the  Enro- 
Eean  powers.    Britain  seems  to  have  learned 
'om  us  a  salutary  lesson  of  neutralil^,  and  she 
will  observe  it  as  Jong  as  she  can.    You  cannot 
get  that  Government  into  a  Spanish  or  a  Greek 
war.    At  the  very  moment  you  would  weaken 
yourselves  ^y  entering  into  this  distant  contest, 
that  politic  and  experienced  Government  is  hus- 
banding its  resources    and    accumulating  its 
strength.    You  cannot  doubt  that  they  cheri^ 
a  deadly  hostility  against  you;  that  they  are 
jealous  of  your  rising  greatness ;  that  they  re- 
member well  your  naval  triumphs,  and  that 
war  will  one  day  be  the  issue.    Shall  you,  in 
the  meanwhile,  enter  with  levity,  (in  such  a 
case,  I  repeat,  that  levity  is  wi(^eaness,)  and 
run  the  hazard  of  an  unnecessary  and  impolitic 
war?     Surely,  you  felt,  a  few  years  ance, 


enough  to  warn  you  into  sobrie^ssdeMlii 
Ton  saw  the  struggle  whidi  arose,  uaiik 
heavy  embarrassments  of  the  00101117,  Uim 
the  advocates  of  eocmomy  and  those  iHieia 
determined  to  support  the  institotkABtfi 
country  at  every  expense.  Too  iasn,  11; 
what  a  painful  scene  was  then  exhilitad  stt 
House.  Shall  we  renew  sudi  soeaesi  hik 
committee  willing  to  run  any  nk  of  &Br» 
newal?  Oan  you  donbt,  if  such  embsat 
ments  should  agiun  recor,  that  yoor  enfif  ■» 
my  would  seize  upon  the  crisb  to  attack  jri 
No,  but;  let  us  cherish  peace;  kt  m p^w 
debts;  let  us  accumulate  treaaore;  thaiH 
enemy  will  be  less  willini?  to  assafl  joii,«tt 
you  wiU  be  the  better  prepared  to  meetlaa 


Satdbdat,  January  21 
Ths  Greek  Caim. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itadfliti 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  ^^ii 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideradiii  fVk 
Wkbstbb^s  resolution,  for  sending  ^  ^^^^ 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  ^ff* 
by  Mr.  Poinbxtt,  which  proposes  to  W* 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiDei^  i^ 
cisively  favorable  to  the  Greek  canse. 

The  depending  question  having  been  riii4 

Mr.  RijrDOLFH  rose,  and  said,  that  it  vM 
him,  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  tbi  • 
very  few  unpremeditated  words  intoFW 
few  days  since,  he  had  been  so  soddaly* 
unexpectedly  betrayed,  ^ould,  in  the  oftfj 
of  those  for  whose  judgment  be  hai  2 
greater  deference  than  for  his  own,  h«w"'P 
a  necessity  for  some  further  illustratHW;  ■ 
could,  with  most  serious  and  unaffected  a* 
ity,  assure  the  committee,  that,  vheae^ 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  undw  the  neeejj 
of  trespassing  on  their  attention,  the  W 
which  It  gave  them  to  listen,  wasnotinir 
than  that  which  he  felt  m  addresang  W 
and  he  hojjed  that  that  consideradoo  ▼»«» 
cure  a  respectful  attention  to  the  litflH* 
very  little,  that  he  had  to  say.  ^ 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  before  y** 
we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  honoribfc^ 
tleman  that  moved  it,  is,  m  itself,  «too«  sj 
ing— a  speck  in  the  political  hori«m :  wvj 
no  man  better  knows  than  the  honoraWe  JJ^J 
that  it  is  from  ck)uds  of  that  portent «» 
moral  and  political,  as  well  as  in  ttoag"| 
atmosphere,  that  storms,  the  ™^|^J?|ta 
in  their  consequences,  usually  P'^^^-JJ 
resolution,  in  itself;  is  nothing,  when  ^^fj^ 
the  consequences  which  it  invdvea  ^^ JJJf^ 
to  me  that  the  bearings  and  conseqaeofl?" 
the  measure  proposed  by  this  reaolBtK*  r* 
not  yet  been  traced  to  their  utmost  ei»MJ 
by  any  means,  Mr.  B.  sdd,  did  ^^J^L 
undertake  the  task.  But  he  wooW  p^ 
committee,  as  succinctly  as  he  .^^^^^-JJS 
the  views  in  which  it  presented  itself  tow^ 

It  is  wilii  serious  concern  and  •^■'pJ^dA 
B.,  that  I  have  heard  doctrines  broecbed  a  "- 
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debate,  fraught  wtth  oonsequenoeB  more  diaaft- 
troQB  to  the  best  interests  of  this  people,  than 
any  that  I  ever  heard  adyanoed  during  the  five 
and  tventj  years  sinoe  I  have  been  honored 
with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Thej  imply,  to  my 
apprehension,  a  total  and  fhndwnental  change 
or  tiie  poHoy  pursued  by  this  Government,  ab 
firbe  eondita — ^from  the  foundation  of  the  Be- 
pnblio,  to  the  present  day.  Are  we,  sir,  to  go 
on  a  orosade,  in  another  hemii^here.  for  the 
propagation  of  two  otjeots  as  dear  and  delight- 
rol  to  my  heart  as  to  that  of  any  gentleman  in 
this,  or  in  any  other  assembly — ^liberty  and 
Religion — and,  in  the  name  of  those  holy 
words— by  this  powerfbl  spell,  is  this  nation  to 
be  co^Jmed  and  beguiled  out  of  the  highway 
of  Heaven— out  of  its  present  comparatively 
hi^py  state,  into  all  the  disastrous  conflicts  aris- 
ing from  the  policy  of  European  powers,  with 
all  the  consequences  which  flow  from  them? 
Liberty  and  Religion,  nr !  Things  that  are  yet 
dear,  in  spite  of  all  ^e  mischief  that  has  been 

S^rpefcrated  in  their  name.   I  believe  that  noth- 
g  similar  to  this  proposition  is  to  be  found  in 
modem  history,  uidess  in  the  famous  decree  of 
tiie  French  National  Assembly,  which  brought 
combined  Europe  against  them,  with  its  united 
strength,  and,  after  repeated  struggles,  finally 
effected  the  downfall  of  the  Freoich  power. 
Sir,  I  am  wrong — ^there  is  another  example  of 
like  doctrine;    and  you  find  it  among  that 
'  strange  and  peculiar  people — in  that  mysterious 
book,  which  is  of  the  highest  authority  with 
them,  (for  it  is  at  once  their  ^spel  and  their 
law — )  the  Koran,  which  ei^joms  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  all  good  Moslems  to  propagate  its  doc- 
trines at  the  point  of  the  sword ;  by  the  edge 
of  the  sdmitar.    The  character  of  that  people 
is  a  peculiar  one ;  they  differ  from  every  other 
iMe.   It  has  been  said  here,  that  it  is  four  hun- 
med  years  since  they  encamped  in  Europe. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  R,  they  were  encamped,  where 
^vre  now  find  them,  before  this  oountjy  was  dis- 
ooT^red,  and  their  title  to  the  country  which 
they  occupy  is  at  least  as  good  as  ours.    They 
liold  their  possessions  there  by  the  same  title 
by  nrhich  aU  other  countries  are  held — ^posses- 
m<nM.  obtained,  at  first,  by  a  successM  employ- 
zoent  of  force,  confirmed  by  time,  by  usage,  by 
preecription-^the  best  of  all  possible  titles. 
Tbeir  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been,  not  tortu- 
ous, like  that  of  other  States  of  Europe,  but 
straightforward ;  they  had  invariably  appealed 
to  the  sword,  and  they  held  by  the  sword.    The 
Etiis9  had,  indeed,  made  great  encroachments  on 
^eir  empire,  but  the  ground  had  been  contest- 
td.   inch  by  inch ;  and  the  acquisitions  of  Bus- 
(ia^  on  the  side  of  Christian  Europe— -livonia, 
ji^ria,  Gourland — ^Finland  to  the  Gulf  of  Both- 
lift — ^Poland — ^had  been  greater  than  she  had 
oacle  of  the  Mahometans.   And,  in  consequence 
*f  fJais  straightforward  policy  to  which  he  had 
lefore  referred,  this  peculiar  people  could  boast 
f  l>eing  the  only  one  of  the  powers  of  conti- 
eotfil  Europe,  whose  capital  had  never  been 
laolted  by  uie  presence  of  a  foreign  military 


force.  It  was  a  curious  fact,  well  worthy  of 
attention,  that  Constantinople  was  the  only 
capital  in  continental  Europe — ^for  Moscow  was 
the  true  capital  of  Russia — that  had  never  been 
in  possession  of  an  enemy.  It  is,  indeed,  true, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Empress  Catharine  did  in- 
scribe over  the  gate  of  one  of  the  cities  that 
she  won  in  the  Crimea,  (Cherson,  I  tiiink,) 
"  road  to  Byzantium ;"  but,  sir,  it  has  proved — 
perhaps  too  low  a  word  for  the  subject — ^but  a 
stumpy  road  for  Russia.  Who,  at  that  day, 
would  have  been  believed,  had  he  foretold  to 
that  august  (for  so  she  was)  and  illustrious 
w6man,  that  her  Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  and 
of  the  Don,  would  have  been  encamped  in 
Paris  before  they  reached  Constantinople?  Who 
would  have  been  believed  if  he  had  foretold 
that  a  French  invading  force,  such  as  the  world 
never  saw  before,  and,  I  trust,  will  never  again 
see — ^would  lay  Moscow  itself  in  ashes?  These 
are  considerations  worthy  of  attention  before 
we  embark  in  the  project  proposed  by  this  res- 
olution, the  consequences  of  which  no  human 
eye  can  divine. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  said  Mr.  R.,  whether  in  his  very 
able  and  masterly  argument — ^and  he  has  said 
all  that  I  supposed  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  more  than  could  have  been  said  by 
any  man  in  favor  of  his  resolution — ^whetiier  he 
himself  has  not  furnished  an  answer  to  his 
s^ch — ^I  had  not  the  happiness  myself  to  hear 
his  speech,  but  a  friend  has  read  it  to  me — in 
one  of  the  arguments  in  that  speech  ?  Towards 
the  conclusion,  I  think,  of  his  speech,  the  gen- 
tleman lays  down,  from  Fuffendarffi,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  honeyed  words  and  pious  profes- 
sions of  the  Holy  Alliance,  that  these  are  aU 
surplusage,  because  nations  are  always  supposed 
to  be  ready  to  do  what  justice  and  national  law 
require.  Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  this  be  so, 
why  may  not  the  Greeks  presume — ^why  are 
they  not,  on  this  principle,  bound  to  presume 
that  this  Government  is  disposed  to  do  all,  in 
reference  to  them,  that  they  ought  to  do,  with- 
out any  formal  resolutions  to  that  effect?  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether 
the  doctrine  of  J^uffendorff  does  not  apply  as 
strongly  to  the  resolution  as  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Allies-^that  is^  if  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  be  indeed  that  almost  nothing  he 
would  have  us  suppose — ^if  there  be  not  some- 
thing behind  this  nothing  which  divides  this 
House  (not  horieantallyy  as  Uie  gentleman  has 
somewhat  uuaintly  said,  but  vertically)  into 
two  unequal  parties,  one  the  advocate  of  a 
splendid  system  of  crusades,  the  other  the 
friends  of  peace  and  harmony,  the  advocates  of 
a  ftraeide  policy  ;  for,  as  had  truly  been  said, 
as  long  as  all  is  right  at  the  fireside,  there  can- 
not be  much  wrong  elsewhere — ^whether,  he 
repeated,  does  not  tne  doctrine  of  Fuffendarjf 
apply  as  well  to  the  words  of  the  resoTution  as 
to  the  words  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ? 

But,  sir,  we  have  already  done  more  than 
this.    The  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
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only  organ  of  commnnioation  which  the  people 
have  seen  fit  to  establish  between  ns  and  for- 
eign powers,  has  alreadj  expressed  all,  in  refer- 
ence to  Greece,  that  the  resolntion  goes  to  ex- 
press. Aetttm  est — ^it  is  done—it  is  finished — 
there  is  an  end.  Not,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he 
wonld  have  the  House  to  infer  that  ne  meant 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  such  a 
declaration.  The  practice  of  respondmg  to  Presi- 
dential Addresses  and  Messages  had  gone  out 
for  now  these  two  or  three  and  twenty  years. 

Mr.  R.  then  went  on  to  say,  he  had  tiiougfat 
if  the  great  master  of  the  political  philosophy 
could  arise  from  the  dead,  or  had  his  valuable 
life  been  spared  till  now,  he  would  not  only 
have  been  relieved  from  aU  his  terrors  on  the 
subject  of  a  regicide  peace,  but  also  have  wit- 
nessed a  return  of  the  age  of  chivalry,  and  the 
banishment  of  calculation  even  from  the  esti- 
mates of  statesmen,  which  that  great  man 
could  never  have  foreseen ;  for  the  proportion 
now  under  consideration  was  that  something 
new  under  the  sun  which  Solomon  himiseu 
never  dreamed  of.  Is  this  aU?  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  R.,  if  that  was  all,  I  should  not  have 
thrown  myself  upon  your  attention.  But  this 
is  not  bU.  Cases  have  already  been  stated,  to 
which  the  principle  of  the  resolution  eaually 
applies  as  to  that  of  the  Greeks.  In  addition 
to  those  already  put,  I  will  take  the  case  of 
Canada,  if  you  will.  It  is  Imown  to  every 
body  that  discontents  have  for  some  time  ex- 
isted in  the  Canadian  Provinces,  with  the 
mother  country  and  the  measures  of  its  Gov- 
ernment. Suppose  the  people  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  north  of  us  undertake  to  throw 
off  the  yoke — ^I  will  not  put  the  case  of  Jamai- 
ca, because  they,  unhappily,  are  slaveholders. 
Are  you  ready  to  stake  tne  peace,  and  welfare, 
and  the  resources  of  this  nation  in  support  of 
Canadian  independence  ?  Your  doctrme  goes 
that  length — ^you  cannot  stop  short  of  it. 
Where,  in  that  case,  will  be  me  assistance  of 
Great  Britain,  already  referred  to  in  debate  as 
being  the  only  spot  in  the  world  in  which  lib- 
erty resides  except  our  own  country  t  After 
some  other  observations,  Mr.  R.  adduced  an- 
other people — in  valorous  achievements  and 
daring  spirit  on  a  footing  with  these  Greeks 
themselves — and  who  have  achieved  their  inde- 
pendence from  a  bondage  far  heavier  than  that 
of  the  Greeks  to  the  Turks.  How  is  it,  sir, 
sdd  Mr.  R.,  that  we  have  never  sent  an  ^voy 
to  our  sister  Republic  of  Hayti  ?  Here  is  a  case 
that  fits — a  case  beyond  dispute.  It  is  not  that 
of  a  people  who  have  "almost,"  (ay,  sir  I 
€tlmo8ty  but  not  altogethery—who  have  almost 
but  perfectly  achieved  their  independence.  To 
attempt  to  show  that  these  cases  are  equally 
within  the  range  of  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion, would  be  to  show  a  disrespect  to  the  intel- 
lects of  those  around  me.  The  man  who  can- 
not pursue  the  inference  would  not  recognize 
my  picture,  though,  like  the  Dutchman's  paint- 
ing, were  written  under  it,  "  This  is  the  man, 
that  the  horse.'' 


niere  was  another  remaric  that  feUfromtitt 

ritleman  from  MasaachusettB— of  wMdi,  Mr. 
said,  he  should  speak,  as  he  alwtjs  AM 
apeak,  of  any  thing  from  that  gmtieDum,  wift 
all  the  personal  rei^pect  which  may  be  caDosleDl 
with  freedom  of  discussion.     Among  ote 
cases  forcibly  put  by  the  sentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts,  why  he  would  embark  in  this  in- 
cipient crusade  against  Mussulmen,  he  atated 
this  as  one— that  they  hold  hmnan  beings  s 
property.    Ah,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  what  071 
the  Constitution  of  t^e  United  States  on  tidi 
point  ?  unless,  indeed,  that  instrument  is  wbol^ 
to  be  excluded  frx)m  eonnderation—4mle»  itii 
to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  useless  psrcfameflt) 
worthy  to  be  burnt,  as  was  once  actnsUjpn- 
posed.    Does  not  that  constitution  g^ve  its  m^- 
tion  to  the  holding  of  human  beings  as  pn)pa<> 
ty  ?    Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  discussthe  absinefc 
question  of  liberty  or  slaveiy,  or  any  ote 
abstract  question.    I  go  for  matters  of  fiMl 
But  I  woidd  ask  gentlemen  in  this  House,  vlio 
have  the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  wronff  ailt 
of  a  certain  mysterious  paraUei  of  latatode,  to 
take  this  question  seriously  into  oonsiderstifflH- 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  State 
is  prepared  to  say,  that  the  act  of  holding  h«- 
man  beings  as  property  is  sufiSeient  to  plsoe  tiie 
party  so  offending  under  the  ban  of  its  id^ 
and  mighty  displeasure? 

Sir,  tne  objections  to  this  tosolntion  •oeamfi- 
late  as  I  proceed — wres  acquirit  sundA  If  I 
should  attempt  to  go  through  with  a  statomeBi 
of  them  all,  and  had  strength  to  sustain  V&,  1 
should  do  what  I  promised  I  would  not  d(M 
should  worry  and  exhaust  the  patience  oi  ^ 
committee. 

Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  do!  Td 
stimulate  the  Executive  to  the  oreati<m  of  cib> 
bassies.  And  what  then?  That  we,  or  ov 
fHends,  may  fill  them.  Sir,  the  sending  imbaa- 
sadors  abroad  is  one  of  the  great  prerogativa^ 
if  you  will^  of  our  Executive  authority;  and  «« 
are,  I  repeat^  abput  to  stimulate  the  FmM 
to  the  creation  of  a  new,  and,  I  must  be  pff- 
nutted  to  say,  an  unnecessary  embasey—^  dip- 
lomatio  agency  to  Greeee---thAt  we,  or  o« 
friends,  may  profit  by  it.  For,  dr.  it  k  a  mat- 
ter of  notonety  that  all  these  gooa  things  ax 
reserved  for  men  who  either  have  been,  or  «s» 
ds/aeto,  members  of  this,  or  of  the  other,  Hosa. 
"So  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  find  some  leanMd 
Theban,  or  some  other  Boeotian,  wHliBg  to  un- 
dertake this  mission— perfectly  wiping  to  five 
upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  rather  this 
his  own.  But  then,  said  Mr.  R,  reeois  tiie 
old-£ashioned  question,  Out  bonof  His  own, 
undoubtedly,  but  surely  not  that  of  this  naticfl- 

But,  it  is  ui*ged,  that  we  have  sent  and  re- 
ceived ]lffini8ters  from  revolutionary  IVasoe. 
True,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  have;  but  what  was  rav- 
olutionary  France  ?  Our  own  andent  and  toy 
good  ally ;  a  substantive  power,  if  any  ct» 
exist  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  whose  inds- 
pendent  existence  no  one  could  doubt  or  dSa- 
pute,  unless,  indeed,  the  disoifdes  of  Berkda^i 
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irfao  deny  that  there  is  anr  suoh  thing  as  mat- 
er. But,  sir,  have  the  United  States  always 
eoeived  the  Ministers  that  are  sent  to  them 
rom  foreign  powers?  How  long  did  theper- 
kOQ  who  was  appointed  diplomatic  agent  here 
rom  Spain  (Don  Onis)  linger  in  your  ante- 
ihamb^s  beiore  he  was  aclmowledged?  And 
B  it  said  that  the  dtoation  of  Greece  approach- 
is  more  nearly  to  independence  than  that  of 
)pain  when  Don  Onis  came  here  as  her  lOnis- 
er  ?  Sir,  let  these  Greeks  send  a  MiniBter  to 
M,  and  then  we  will  deliherate  on  the  question 
rhether  we  wUL  accredit  him  or  not.  If,  in- 
leed,  there  was  a  Minister  of  Greece  knocking 
it  the  door  of  the  President's  anteohamher  for 
idmittance,  and  that  admittance  was  denied, 
he  question  of  Grecian  independence  would  he 
Dore  legitimately  before  us ;  but  I  greatly  doubt 
f  even  that  case  would  be  sufficient  to  call  for 
he  interference  of  this  House. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  one  aspect  of  this 
[Bestion  which,  to  him  it  appeared,  ought  to  be 
Nmclusive  on  the  minds  of  ali,  viz :  That  Bussia, 
rhose  designs  on  Turkey  have  been  unremft- 
inglij  prosecuted  ever  since  the  days  of  Peter 
he  Great  for  more  than  a  century ;  that  Bnsna, 
iUied  to  the  Greeks  in  reli^ous  £uth — ^identi« 
led  in  that  remct;  that  Kussia,  unassailable 
orritorially,  ana  dividing  with  us  (according  to 
he  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts)  the  droad 
ind  apprehension  of  the  Allied  Powers— even 
iiisBia,  in  "juxtaposition"  (to  use  the  words  of 
he  mover  ox  the  resolution)  to  Turkey — even 
iuflsia  dare  not  move.  But  we,  who  are  sepa- 
ated  first  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  then  h/ive 
0  traverse  the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  arrive  at 
he  seat  of  conflict — ^we,  at  the  distance  of  five 
faousand  miles,  are  to  interfere  in  this  quarrel 
-to  what  purpose  f  To  the  advantage  solely 
if  this  very  colossal  power  which  hias  been 
leld  up  as  the  |jeat  object  of  our  dread,  and 
i  whom  it  is  dimcult  to  say  whether  it  is  more 
0  be  dreaded  for  its  physioal  force^  or  its  de- 
niable principle. 

Pennit  me,  sir,  to  ask  why,  in  the  selection 
i  an  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  our  Govem- 
Mnt|  and  a  party  to  those  advanced  by  the 
loly  Alliance,  we  should  fix  on  Turkey  ?  She, 
4  least)  forms  no  party  to  that  alliance ;  and  I 
wture  to  say,  thati  for  the  last  centniy,  her 
onduot,  in  reference  to  her  neighbora.  has 
•eea  much  more  Christian  than  that  of  all  the 
Most  Christian,''  '' Most  CathoUc,"  or  "Most 
Paithfiil"  Majesties  of  Europe — ^for  she  has  not 
Vter&red,  as  we  propose  to  do,  in  the  internal 
ffiurs  of  other  nations^ 

But,  air,  we  have  not  done.  Not  satisfied 
rith  attempting  to  support  the  Greeks,  one 
Wldy  like  that  of  Pyrrhns  or  Alexander,  is 
lot  sufficient  for  us.  We  have  yet  another 
rorld  for  exploits :  we  are  to  operate  in  a  coun- 
rj  ^tant  from  us  .eighty  degrees  of  latitude, 
ndonly  accessible  by  a  circumnavigation  of 
he  ^obe,  and  to  subdue  which  we  must  cover 
he  Pacific  with  our  ships,  and  the  tops  of  the 
Mides  with  our  soldiers.  Do  gentiemen  seri- 
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oualy  reflect  on  the  work  they  have  cut  out 
for  us?  Why,  sir,  these  projects  of  ambition 
surpass  those  of  Bonaparte  himsel£ 

It  has  once  been  said,  of  the  dominions  of 
the  King  of  Spain — t}uaiik  God  1  it  can  no  lon- 

§Br  be  said — ^that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them, 
ir,  the  sun  never  sets  on  ambition  like  this : 
they  who  have  once  felt  its  scorpion  sting  are 
never  aatisfied  with  a  limit  less  than  a  circle,  of 
our  planet.  I  have  heard,  sir,  the  late  oorrus- 
cation  in  the  heavens  attempted  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  return  of  the  lunar  cycle,  the  moon 
having  sot  back  into  the  same  relative  po^tiov 
in  whi<£  she  was  nineteen  years  ago.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  she 
exerts  too  potent  an  influence  over  our  legisla- 
ti<HX,  or  will  have  done  so,  if  we  agree  to  adopt 
the  resolution  on  your  table.  I  think  about 
once  in  seven  or  eight  years,  for  that  seems  to 
be  the  term  of  our  political  cycle,  we  may  cal- 
culate upon  beholding  some  redoubted  cham- 
pion— ^like  him  who  prances  into  Westminster 
Hall,  armed  cap-a-pie,  like  Sir  Somebody 
Dimock,  at  the  coronation  of  the  British  King, 
challen^^g  all  who  dispute  the  tide  of  the 
Sovereign  to  the  Chrown — coming  into  this 
House,  mounted  on  some  magnificent  project, 
such  as  this.  But,  sir,  I  never  expected,  that^ 
of  all  places  in  the  world,  ^cept  SalemJ  a 
proposition  like  this  should  nave  come  from 
boston  I 

Sii,  I  am  afraid,  that,  alons  with  some  most 
excellent  attributes  and  quiJities — ^thelove  of 
liberty,  jury  trial,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  all  the  blessings  of  free  government,  that 
we  have  derived  from  our  Anglo-Saxon  ances- 
tors, we  have  got  not  a  littie  of  their  John  Bull, 
or  rather  John  Bull  Dog  spirit-^their  readiness 
to  fight  for  anybody,  and  on  any  occasion.  Sir, 
Eufidand  has  been  for  centuries  the  game  cock 
of  Europe.  It  is  impossible  to  specify  the  wars 
in  which  she  has  been  engaged  for  contrary 
purposes;  and  she  will,  with  great  pleasure,  ^ee 
us  take  off  her  shoulders  the  labor  of  preserving 
the  balance  of  power.  We  find  her  fighting, 
now,  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary — then,  tor  her 
inveterate  foe,  the  Sling  of  Prussiar— now  at 
war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons — ^and 
now  on  the  eve  of  war  with  them  for  the 
liberties  of  Spain.  These  lines  on  the  subject 
were  never  more  applicable  than  they  have  now 
become-— 

**  Now  EnropePa  balanoed — neither  ride  pievailB ; 
For  nothing's  left  m  either  of  the  scales." 

If  we  pursue  the  same  policy,  we  must  travel 
the  same  road,  and  endure  the  same  burdens, 
under  which  England  now  groans.  But,  Mr. 
R.  said,  glorious  as  such  a  design  might  be,  a 
President  of  the  United  States  would,  in  his 
apprehension,  occupy  a  prouder  place  in  history, 
who,  when  he  retires  from  office,  can  say  to  the 
people  who  elected  him,  I  leave  you  without  a 
oebL  than  if  he  had  fought  as  many  pitched 
battles  as  Gffisar,  or  achieved  as  many  naval 
victories  as  Nelson.    And  what,  said  Mr.  B., 
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is  debt  f  In  an  individna],  it  is  slavery.  It  is 
slaveiy  of  the  worst  sort,  snrpassing  that  of 
the  West  India  islands,  for  it  enslaves  the  mind 
as  well  as  it  enslaves  the  bodv ;  and  the  oreatare 
who  can  be  abject  enough,  to  incur  and  to  sub- 
mit to  it,  receives  in  that  condition  of  his  being 
an  adequate  paDishment.  Of  course,  Mr.  R. 
daid,  he  spoke  of  debt,  with  the  exception  of 
unavoidable  misfortune.  He  spoke  of  debt 
caused  hy  the  mismanagement,  by  unwarrant- 
able generority,  by  being  generous  before  being 
just  Mr.  R.  knew  that  this  sentiment  was 
ridiculed  by  Sheridan,  whose  lamentable  end 
was  the  best  commentary  upon  its  truth.  No, 
sir.  Let  us  abandon  these  projects.  Let  us  say 
to  those  seven  mUlions  of  Greeks :  "•  We  defend- 
ed ourselves,  when  we  were  but  three  millions, 
against  a  power,  in  comparison  to  which  the 
l^rk  is  but  as  a  lamb.  Go  and  do  thou  like- 
wise." And,  said  Mr.  B.,  so  with  respect  to 
the  Governments  of  South  America.  If^  after 
having  achieved  their  independence,  they  have 
not  vaJor  to  maintain  it,  I  would  not  commit 
the  safety  and  independence  of  this  country  in 
such  a  cause.  I  wUl,  in  both  these  cases,  pur- 
sue the  same  line  of  conduct  which  I  have  ev^ 
pursued,  from  the  day  I  took  a  seat  in  this 
House  in  ^99 ;  from  which,  without  boasting,  I 
ohaUenffe  any  gentleman  to  fix  upon  me  any 
oolorabfe  charge  of  departure. 

The  condition  of  my  strength,  said  Mr.  R^  or, 
rather,  of  my  weakness,  admonishes  me  to  con- 
clude ;  bnt  I  cannot  sit  down  without  remark- 
ing, that  the  state  of  the  world  is  at  this  mo- 
ment unexampled.  We  are  now  carrying  on  a 
piratical  war  against  the  maritime  banditti  of 
the  West  Indies.  The  buccaneers  are  revived. 
At  what  expense  of  life,  of  h^th,  of  treasure, 
that  war  is  carried  on,  perhaps  every  member 
of  this  committee  knows  better  than  I — ^bnt,  sir, 
to  what  may  this  resolution  lead?  To  the  in- 
vesting those  banditti,  and  the  banditti  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  with  formal  commissions, 
which  the  maritime  courts  of  every  country  in 
Europe  would  be  bound  to  respect — and,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  the 
renegadoes,  whom  we  have  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  citizens,  or  the  yet  more  spurious 
of&pring  of  our  own  soil,  should  take  those 
ooQunissions  to  cruise  against  our  commerce. 
That  such  conduct  would  not  be  without  ex- 
ample, the  records  of  our  courts  will  show. 

It  is  not,  then,  the  mere  power  of  Turkey 
which  you  are  to  encounter,  supposing  that  you 
stop  short  with  the  original  resolution.  But 
you  do  not— you  go  further — out  of  ttie  frying 
pan  into  the  nre — the  amendment  of  Uie  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  and  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  ^  still  fur- 
ther— by  adopting  which,  you  will  put  the 
peace  of  the  nation  into  peril — and  for  whom  ? 
For  a  people  of  whom  we  know  almost  as  little 
as  we  do  about  the  Greeks.  Can  any  man  in 
this  House  say,  what  even  is  the  state  of  society 
in  Buenos  Ayres — ^its  moral  condition,  &o.  ? 

Let  us  adhere  to  the  policy  laid  down  by  the 


seocMid,  as  well  as  the  fint  founder  of  asfe 
pubUc^y  him  who  was  the  GaimllQB,iiid 
as  the  Romulus,  of  the  in£uit  6tabe;-to  h 
policy  oi  peace,  oommeroe,  and  honeH  M 
ship  with  all  nationa,  entangling  alMoav^ 
none :  for  to  entangling  alliances  we  mna  m, 
if  you  once  embark  in  projects  snch  u  da 
And,  with  all  his  British  prediIeGtiaiB,lkl 
said,  he  sospeoted  he  should,  vheiie?«te 
question  should  present  itaeli^  reast  si  dni^ 
an  -alliance  with  Great  Britain  as  irith  if 
other  power.  We  were  sent  here,  be  mi^ 
attend  to  the  preservation  of  the  pesoentji 
country,  and  not  to  be  ready,  on  all  ocosh^ 
to  go  to  war  whenever  any  thing  like  vli^i 
coDomon  parlance  is  termed  a  turn  ^nki 
place  in  Eurc^ie. 

These^  sir,  said  Mr.  R^  are  some  dU 
views  which  I  have  taken  of  the  flijii 
There  are  other  views  of  it  which  I  m^i^ 
but  from  which  I  abstain  (I  n^y  be  poatt^ 
to  say)  out  of  self-reapeot,  as  well  si* 
respect  for  this  committee. 

1  can,  however,  assore  the  ooimmttei^ij 
one,  that  the  public  burdens  on  those  idtfl 
represent  here,  (though  they  are  eaii# 
better  off  than  those  to  the  nortii  vA  ^ 
west  of  them — ^that  ia,  till  yon  come  to  i^ 
fkvored  States,  where  the  interest  of  the  pA 
debt  is  paid,  and  where  almost  all  the  pift 
moneys  are  diBbursed,)  are  greater  thaetif 
can  bear,  because  their  private  eogigo^ 
are  greater  tiban  they  can  disdiaige;  vAi 
this  is  not  a  s^-evident  propodtioD,  1  ea  ** 
losa  to  know  what  can  be  such.  And  ^^ 
venal  distress  in  the  country  his  beai* 
effect  of  freaks  of  le^aiation.  Idoaot^ 
but  there  may  be  eome  who  have  dnn  9^ 
prises  in  the  lottery,  but  that  is  not  the  ai| 
with  the  great  maas  of  the  nation,  isd  n| 
isthissehemebntalotteiy?  Ifitsbonbi* 
in  war,  there  will  be  more  great  priM  v>  * 
drawn ;  but  it  will  be  for  m&  those  i^MSJ 
represent,  to  pay  them.  I  have  been  aapsm 
with  my  constituents  a  long  time  to  lattk  J^ 
pose,  and  have  greatly  mistaken  tiieir  difif 
tion  and  present  temper  of  mind,  if  they  fl** 
any  such  "  melting  mood."  The  freetorfl*^ 
lation  to  whidi  I  have  referrod,  the  vart  tfP*' 
ditures  which  begot  the  necessities  ftrj^ 
issues  of  paper-money — diat  systen,  «s^*' 
with  which  all  the  evils  of  P«ndoftVbff  * 
blessings  —  have  brought  both  £ngb»  ^ 
America  to  this  distress.  The  two  y J 
strictly  parallel— they  run  on  all  f'^^^ 
if  this  resolution  be  ad<^ted,  not  ^"^^^ 
ilar,  but  yet  more  disastrous  --"«-«"«««•* 
ensue. 


I  shall  then,  said  Mr.  R^  return  to  i^o^ 
uents  without  the  least  alarm  in  reg^  vv 
question.  Unless,  indeed,  I,  and  those  ^ 
this  case  think  with  me,  have  i'^"^ J^y 
that  our  oonstitoenta  will  ^^''^J^f?^ 
censure  for  not  having  better  «a|f*J*^ 
cause  we  advocate.  Unless  on  ^^^Jifffc 
I  cherish  not  the  least  doubt  that  ini«^' 
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me,  go  back  to  those  that  sent  me  here,  I  shall 
M  greeted  wiUi  their  honest,  open  conn- 
^nances,  and  gratnlating  hands*  There  has 
lot  been  a  question,  since  I  have  been  a  mem* 
)er  of  this  House,  on  which  mj  opinion  has 
>een  more  clear  than  on  this — no,  not  even  in 
ihe  case  of  the  sedition  law. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  our  situation?  We 
ire  absolutely  combating  shadows.  The  gentile- 
nan  would  have  us  to  believe  his  resolu&on  is 
iH  but  nothing ;  yet  again  it  is  to  prove  ornni- 
»otent,  and  nils  the  globe  with  its  influence. 
Sither  it  is  nothing,  or  it  is  something.  If  it 
B  nothing  let  us  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have 
lone  with  it  at  once :  but,  if  it  is  that  some- 
hing  which  it  has  been  on  the  other  hand 
■epresented  to  be,  let  us  beware  how  we  touch 
t  For  my  part,  I  would  sooner  put  the  shirt 
tf  Nessns  on  my  back,  than  sanction  these 
toctriaes^- doctrines  such  as  I  never  heard  from 
ny  boyhood  tail  now.  They  go  the  whole  length. 
!f  they  prevail,  there  are  no  longer  any 
Pyrenees-— evety  bulwark  and  barrier  of  the 
N>nstitntion  is  broken  down;  it  is  become 
^einda  rasa — a  e&rte  hlanehs^  for  every  one  to 
Ksribble  on  it  what  he  pleases. 


MoHDAT,  January  26. 
The  Qre^k  Cmm, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
ttittee  of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Wsbstbs^b  and 
ifr.  PonT8STT*8  motions  respecting  the  Greeks ; 
irhen  Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
CQiair. 

Mr.  Chairman:  What  are  we  called  on  to 
lo  ?  To  acknowledge  a  new  power ;  to  intro- 
luce  a  new  nation  into  the  great  fieunlly  of 
latioDs.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  resolution 
6  perfectly  harmless ;  that  it  leaves  the  acknowl- 
edgment to  be  made  by  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
)d  States,  to  whom  it  belongs.  I  cannot  agree 
hat  the  resolution  is  harmless,  or  that  it  leaves  the 
icknowledgment  to  be  made  by  the  President 
it  declares  that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
aw,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  miosion  to 
Greece.  Is  not  this  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
ndepeodenoe  of  Greece  ?  Tea,  sir ;  this  is  an 
mmediate  acknowledgment,  and  one  of  the 
ttost  solemn  kind.  An  embassy  to  Greece,  sent 
yy  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
vould  be  a  less  solemn  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Greeks;  for,  by  this  resolution, 
k  law  is  to  be  passed  by  Oongress,  declaring 
Shreece  an  independent  power.  It  wiU  not 
nAj  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  new  power, 

Z'  Oongress,  but  by  the  President  himself;  if  he 
ould  approve  the  act,  and  yet  the  initiative, 
tt  making  the  acknowledgment^  wiU  have 
Men  taken  fh>m  him.  Should  such  a  law  pass, 
he  acknowledgment  of  Greece,  as  an  independ- 
mt  nation,  is  complete.  The  mischief,  if  it  is 
nischief,  will  have  been  done ;  and  no  subs^* 
pent  prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  President, 
»n  avert  the  consequences,  whatever  they  are 
o  be.    The  nation  must  then  be  responsible. 


Let  us  consider  what  wlQ  be  the  probable 
consequences  of  this  acknowledgment.  We 
must  look  into  the  history  of  nations.  We  are 
not  to  conclude,  from  the  forbearance  of  Spain 
when  we  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
her  American  provinces,  that  all  other  nations 
would  be  equally  passive  on  a  similar  occasion. 
It  is  always  a  question  of  policy  and  discretion 
whether  a  Government,  which  may  deem  itself 
injured  by  such  an  acknowledgment,  shall,  or 
shall  not,  resort  to  war.  The  cases  from  which 
we  derive  the  most  aid,  in  deciding  what  is  the 
Law  of  all  Nations  in  this  particmar,  are  the 
cases  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether^ 
lands,  when  they  revolted  against  Spain,  and 
the  case  of  these  United  States,  during  our 
Revolution.  According  to  these  cases,  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  new  power,  during 
the  civil  war  which  follows  the  revolt  of 
provinces  against  the  mother  country  by  athird 
power,  is  to  the  mother  country  cause  of  war. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  during  the  war  of  our 
Revolution,  England  made  war  on  France  and 
other  European  powers,  for  favoring  us. 

When  a  people  have  declared,  ana  also  main- 
tained, their  independence,  they  may  be  ao> 
knowledged  as  an  independent  power  without 
giving  jast  cause  of  war  to  their  former 
sovereign.  Can  that  be  affirmed  with  regard  to 
the  Greeks?  By  no  means.  They  have  not 
yet  achieved,  much  less  maintained,  their  inde- 
pendence. They  possess  the  Morea,  a  smiJl 
part  of  continental  Greece;  but  the  latest 
accounts  inform  us  that  they  have  been  driven 
from  Atiiens  to  take  reftage  in  one  of  the  islandsL 
It  might  have  been  timely  affirmed  of  some  of 
the  Spanish  provinces,  when  their  independence 
was  acknowledged  by  us,  that^ey  mid  main- 
tained it. 

Ithavingbeen  sBbwn  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  revolted  province  as  an  independent  nation, 
by  a  third  power,  while  the  mother  country  still 
carries  on  a  war  for  t^e  purpose  of  a8sertia«  a 
right  to  such  province,  would  be  considered  a 
cause  of  war  by  the  most  civilized  nations,  can 
we  doubt  tliat  it  would  be  deemed  cause  of  war 
by  the  Government  of  Turkey,  the  most  violent 
and  lawlessof  all  Governments  ?  The  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  supposes 
that  the  resolutions  of  this  body  may  remain 
unknown  to  the  Turkish  Divan.  But  it  is  not 
at  all  probable  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  remain  long  unknown  to  them.  Some 
power  would  immediately  communicate  our 
proceedings  to  the  Turk,  and  explain  to  him. 
that,  by  Siem,  we  had  violated  the  usaoes  of 
nations.  When  we  proposed  confidentiafiy,  to 
the  British  Government,  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Spanish  American  prov- 
inces, that  court,  then  less  friendly,  perhaps^ 
to  us,  thad  at  this  time,  immediately  commu- 
nicated our  proposition  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, wiUi  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  embroil  us  with 
Spain. 

This  proceeding  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
dedarea  principles.   The  President  has  declared 
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to  the  Allies,  that  ^  We  should  consider  any  at- 
tempt, on  their  part,  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangeruns  to 
our  peace  and  safety.  With  the  existmg  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  (meaning  Greece)  of  any 
European  power,  (meaning  Turkey,)  we  have 
not  mterfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But 
with  the  Gk)Ternments  who  have  declared  thdr 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose 
independence  we  have,  on  great  consideration, 
and  on  Jnst  principles,  acknowledged,  we  conla 
not  view  any  interpodtion  for  tne  purpose  of 
oppressinff  them,  or  controlling,  in  any  other 
manner,  weir  destiny,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  maiiifestation  of 
an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe 
which  was  adopted  at  the  early  stage  of  the 
wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  tliat  quarter 
of  tiie  globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same, 
which  is  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  any  of  its  powers.  »  *  ♦  »  It  is  imposable 
that  the  Allied  Powers  should  extend  their 
pplitical  system  to  any  portion  of  either  conti- 
nent, without  endangenng  our  peace  and  hap- 
piness. *  *  *  *  It  is  eaiully  impossible,  there- 
fore, that  we  should  benold  such  interposition, 
in  any  form,  with  indifference.''  Such,  sir,  are 
the  principles  declared  by  the  President  in  the 
name  of  the  nation.  We  say  to  the  Allies,  that 
any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  i^stem 
to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  we  shall 
consider  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 
And  is  not  the  extension  of  our  system  to  their 
hemisphere  equally  dangerous  to  &eir  peace  and 
safety  t  We  say  that,  with  the  existing  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  any  European  power  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  mterfere.  How  can 
we  then  interfere  with  the  Morea,  a  province  of 
Turkey,  without  a  violation  of  our  solemn  decla- 
ration ?  Sir,  by  this  proceeding,  you  will  make 
the  declaration  of  the  JPresident  as  to  the  future 
course  of  policy  to  be  observed  by  this  Govern- 
ment, afusehood.  We  acknowledge  the  Greek 
republic ;  and  what  are  the  reasons  which  we 
assign  for  doing  so  f  Why,  because  the  allied 
sovereigns  have  said  that  the  Greeks  have  thrown 
A  firebrand  into  tibe  Ottoman  empire,  and  have 
declared  that  tiiey  would  put  down  revolution  in 
Europe.  Is  not  tJiis  going  out  of  our  way  to  beard 
the  Allies :  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  them  respect^ 
ing  the  affairs  of  Europe ;  and  to  propagate  our 
system  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  t 

Another  weighty  objection  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was,  that  it  was  an  interference  with 
the  Executive  power.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  separated  the  powers  granted  by  them 
between  the  several  branches  of  l£e  Government. 
This  proposition  goes  to  blend  those  powers ;  and 
every  attempt  unreasonably  to  extend  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government,  or  to  blend  the  powers 
of  the  several  departments,  tends  to  the  destruo- 
tion  of  the  constitution.  This  is  an  attempt  to 
dictate  to  the  Executive  the  performance  of  an 
act  which  the  constitution  has  confided  to  the 
discretion  and  information  of  the  President 


I  need  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  read  danaes  froa  & 
constitution,  which  has  been  laid  oa  cfsr 
gentleman's  table.  The  Premdent  is  ntkni 
to  receive  embassies ;  this  is  one  node  4 
acknowledging  a  foreign  power;  he  sin 
authorized  to  send  embasmee,  bv  tbe  oaami 
the  Senate ;  this  is  another  modeof  reeqpo; 
a  foreign  power ;  he  also,  by  the  saiDe  eona 
ratifies  treaties.  With  all  this  the  Bmi 
Representatives  have  nothing  to  do.  If  ]« 
have  nothing  to  do  with  a  treaty,  vhy  m 
you  prescribs  when,  or  to  whom,  aa  oaha? 
shall  be  sent?  The  powers  granted  to  jn  bi 
purely  legislative,  with  the  exoeptkm  of  i» 
power  to  declare  war,  which  is  dseniiere  » 
trusted  to  the  Ececutive  authority.  Ik 
foreign  relations  of  the  nation  are  ocDfiiedV 
the  people  to  the  Premdent  and  Seoatt,  s 
whose  superior  information  and  ^nedi 
reliance  is  placed.  If  you  interfere  with  ^ 
power  to  send  and  receive  embasdea,  yot  i^ 
come  into  colUaion  with  the  Prendei,* 
you  will  blend  powers  which  the  peo{ile» 
tended  should  be  kept  distinct  As&» 
thority  to  send  embassies  bekmgs  to  the  FR»' 
ident  and  Senate,  weahould  not  infadetktf 
authority  or  originate  a  measure  whieh,  «l> 
they  will  give  up  a  part  of  their  otik" 
authority,  uiey  must  r^ect  Your  IswisT^ 
necessary  to  enable  the  Prendent  to  Moi  0 
embassy;  he  is  possessed  of  the  aotki^ 
already.  If  you  pass  the  bill  propo8ed,w 
President  will  not  be  lelt  at  VHbettj  to  M 
fireely.  He  must  acknowledge  the  isdi^ 
ence  of  Gh-eece,  or  r^ect  your  Wfl.  !• 
place  him  in  a  painful  mlemma,  and,  peik^ 
compel  him  to  use  a  prerocative  sel^  (S^ 
ed.  But  suppose  that,  bcd^eving  the  bm^ 
to  be  improper,  he  puts  his  veto  on  the  w 
still,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  maypi^j 
into  a  law,  and  thus  acknowledge  the^iqg* 
of  Greece,  against  the  opinion  oi  the  Fnad^ 
in  whose  discretion  the  people  puikMft^ 
fide,  and  thus  defeat  the  provisions  of  the  «^ 
stitution — a  popular  assembly,  carried iwjj? 
eloquence  and  a  love  of  liberty,  deddinfeU** 
of  the  cool,  deliberate  caution  of  thePrs"* 
If  you  can  pass  a  law  to  send  a  mtsaon  v^*** 
President  pleases,  you  can  pass  a  law  to  flw  * 
mission  next  month.  In  either  case,  it  vo^ 
the  law  that  would  make  the  acknowle^J 
Your  act  being  the  snpreme  law  of  the  hnvJJ 
fiag  of  Greece  would  be  respected  in  owJJ 
as  the  fiag  of  an  independent  power,  ^^^fj^ 
embassy  was  ever  sent  or  not.  Weatto*'"' 
the  independence  of  powers  with  ▼he* 
have  no  ambassadors.  .u 

Thegentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  (^^ 
dares  that  he  is  for  leaving  the  whole  reg* 
bility  with  the  Preaddent,  where  the  con^^ 
placed  it;  yet,  he  advocates  a  measnreww^ 
fer  as  respects  the  act  of  acknowledgmtfr^  ^ 
nothing  to  the  discretion  or  responsibiBjr«r 
President,  buttakesfirom  him  the<ffleananvT 
him  from  the  other.  TheactofOongw**" 
the  acknowledgment,  and  not  the  eon^* 
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We  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  Bnesian 
and  the  Turk.    But  what  right  have  we  to 
judge  of  their  aots,  unless  they  affeot  us  f  And 
we  are  about  to  take  measures  on  our  own  be- 
half.  What  right  have  we  to  judge  between 
the  Turk  and  his  revolted  subjects,  unless  our 
own  interest  or   safety  is   concerned?     We 
should  not  take  it  well  tiiat  our  proceedings 
should  be  denounced  bj  foreign  Grovemments. 
We  do  not  take  it  well  that  the  Russian  Minis- 
ter, at  the  court  of  Spain,  denounces  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  the  source  of  all  l^e  evils  which 
have  disturbed  the  nations  and  sovereigns  of 
Europe ;  and  we  should  take  it  worse  were  the 
like  dennnciations  made  hj  his  master.    Wliat 
have  we  to  do  with  the  oppressions  of  tilie  Gk)v- 
emments  of  Ohina,  India,  Turkey,  or  France, 
unless  we  are  about  to  relieve  the  oppressed  ? 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  other  Governments  against  those 
whom  they  govern,  but  to   avoid  their  ex- 
ainple. 

You  profess  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the 
Greeks  for  liberty  and  reH^on.    What  have 
yon  to  do  with  the  liberty  of  any  people,  ex- 
cept the  people  you  govern,  unless  tiie  subjec- 
tion of  a  neighboring  foreign  people  endangers 
your  safety  ?    You  have  nothing  to  do  with 
religion,  even  here,  and  why  should  you  med- 
dle with  it  elsewhere  ?    In  a  treaty  made  with 
one  of  those  Turkish  nations,  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams^  it  was  explicitly  and 
trnly  declared  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  in  no  respect  founded  on  re- 
ligion.   The  Turk  may  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  his  mosque  in  our 
country,  as  well  as  the  Jew  his  synagogue.  You 
interfere  for  Grecian  liberty,  for  the  Uberty  of 
the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  to  whom 
jon  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude;  but  the  modern 
Greeks  cannot  be  identified  with  the  people 
who  produced  Aristides  and  Socrates.    Greece 
has  been  often  conquered,  and  foreign  people 
liave  planted  themselves  there.    The  modern 
Greeks  are  a  religious  sect,  professors  of  the 
Greek  ChurcL    What  entitles  the  inhabitants 
of  Moldavia  and  WaUachia  to  the  name  of 
Greeks  ?    They  are  so  called  from  their  religion, 
as  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  styled  Emperor  of 
the  Greeks.    These  people  are  descended  from 
inhabitants  of  the  Greek  empire,  and  it  is  relig- 
ioa  that  separates  them  from  the  Turks.     You 
interfere  for  the  most  degraded  of  the  people  of 
£arope}  and  the  least  fit  for  self-government. 

Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Tudc  in  this  debate; 
but  the  author  of  evil  himself  is  entitled  to  jus- 
tice. ^  It  has  been  said  that  "  the  massacre  of 
3cio  is  a  scene  without  parallel  in  the  history 
>f  fallen  man.''  Atrocious  as  it  was,  there  are 
ziany  cases  in  ancient  and  modem  times,  of 
nassaores  far  exceeding  in  atrocity  the  massacre 
Mf  Scio.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  offer  any  apology 
or  acts  that  I  abhor,  but  error  ^oul4  be  cor- 
seted. To  enable  us  to  make  a  just  compari- 
on  bet^ween  the  Turks  and  their  neighbors,  I 
rill  direct  your  attention  to  some  massacres  of 


the  Russians  in  modem  times.  On  the  capture 
of  Ismiael,  in  1790,  thirty  thousand  Turks  were 
massacred  in  cold  blood,  and  the  city  given  up 
to  bmtalitv.  On  the  taking  of  Warsaw,  in 
1794,  nine  hours  after  the  place  was  taken,  it 
was  set  on  fire,  and  mne  thousand  unarmed 
persona,  women  and  infants,  perished  in  the 
flames.  These  exploits  were  performed  duriii^ 
the  reign  of  the  august  ladv  who  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  debate ;  and  by  Suwarrow,  who 
afterwards  became  so  great  a  favorite  in  this 
country  that  several  articles  of  dress,  some  of 
them  belongiogto  the  fair  sex.  were  called  after 
him.  A  massacre  in  Cyprus  nas  been  mention- 
ed ;  this  reminds  me  of  tiie  massacre  in  the  same 
island  by  the  Jews  of  two  hundred  and  fori^ 
thousand  Greeks,  many  of  whom  perished  by 
tortures.  When  the  Ohristian  Ostrogoths  took 
Milan,  thev  massacred  all  the  males,  and  sent 
three  hunored  thousand  females  to  their  allies, 
the  Burgundians.  We  have  been  carried  on  a 
crusade  to  Jerusalem,  to  recover  the  holy 
sepulchre.  It  may  be  well  to  consider  the 
acnievements  of  the  former  crusaders.  When 
they  took  Jerusalem,  seventy  thousand  Moslems 
were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  Jews  were  shut 
up  in  their  synagogues,  and  burned !  Sir,  un- 
civilized men,  of  whatever  faith,  are  the  same. 
It  is  civilization,  and  not  superstition,  that 
makes  man  humane  and  merciiuL  The  Turks 
are  equally  good,  and  equally  bad,  with  Jews 
and  Christians  who  are  equally  undvilized. 

In  religion,  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant  than 
their  Christian  neighbors.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  debate,  that  seven  millions  of  Christians,  of 
the  Greek  church,  are  found  in  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. This  proves  that  the  Mahometan  is  more 
tolerant  than  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Where 
will  you  find  seven  millions  of  dissenters  in  a 
Catholic  country  f  Gro  to  Portugal,  to  Spain,  to 
Italy,  to  Austna,  even  to  France,  you  will  not 
find  that  the  same  toleration  has  been  allowed 
as  in  Turkey.  The  Mahometan  conquerors 
o£Eered  a  double  alternative ;  the  Korao,  the 
tribute,  or  the  sword.  It  was  not  so  in  Catho- 
lie  countries.  Remember  the  extirpation  of 
the  Albigenses — ^the  persecution  of  the  N^ether- 
landa,  under  the  Duke  of  Alva — the  expulsion 
of  the  Huguenots  from  France — the  expulsion 
of  the  Moors  from  Spain — ^the  Inquisition — ^and 
it  will  be  obvious  that  a  comparison  between 
the  tolerance  of  the  Turks  and  the  Catholics,  is 
altogether  in  favor  of  the  Turks. 

Sir,  the  present  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and,  therefore,  a  time  for  caution.  Bemember 
the  words  of  Washingtok  :  "  Why  quit  your 
own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground  ?"  Meddle  not 
with  Greece.  I  tell  you,  that  Greece  cannot 
exist  as  a  Republic ;  and  if  allowed  to  become  a 
separate  nation,  under  a  prince  of  her  own,  it 
must  be  under  the  control  of  Russia.  From  the 
position  of  Greece,  between  Russia,  Austria, 
and  Turkey,  it  cannot  maintain  itself  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.  The  revolt  of  Greece  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  continue  until  this 
time,  but  that  Austria  and  Russia  cannot  agree 
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what  shall  become  of  that  oonntrj,  whioh  each 
of  them  desires  to  possess.  Gan  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Allies,  who  are  not  disposed  to  allow 
the  independence  of  South  America,  who  scarce- 
ly tolerate  us,  will  permit  two  or  three  millions 
of  half  civilized  people,  in  their  vicinity,  to  form 
a  Republic?  It  is  not  to  be  expected.  The 
most  that  can  be  done  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Greeks,  is  to  assist  them  to  obtain  favorable 
terms  from  the  Turks.  Our  interference  may 
furnish  a  pretext  to  men  of  blood — to  come 
upon  us;  and,  whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
strength  of  the  United  States,  I  am  not  for  ex- 
posing it  to  trial,  in  a  contest  with  the  Allies. 

The  extensive  and  enlightened  view  of  the 
policv  pursued  by  the  Allied  Powers,  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts^ 
(Mr.  WxBSTBB,)  authorizes  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  same  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
policy  is  to  flve  no  reasonable  cause  of  offence, 
and  to  stand  on  our  guard.  It  belongs  to  Eng- 
land to  interfere  with  Greece,  or  the  Allies ; 
and  if  she  is  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Allies, 
for  the  independence  of  nations,  we  ought  to 
give  her  assurance  that  we  will  not  be  neutral, 
out  will  give  her  faithful  and  honorable  sup- 
port If  we  are  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  it  may  be  better  to 
begin  while  we  can  hiave  allies  in  the  Spanish 
American  nations ;  for,  it  will  be  obvious,  if  the 
Allies  attack  them,  that  nothing  is  intenaed  for 
us,  but  the  favor  of  being  the  last  destroyed. 

The  cause  of  fi*eedom,  the  hope  of  mankind, 
depends  on  the  ultimate  success  of  the  hitherto 
successful  experiment  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, making  fn  the  United  States.  When  we 
oonsider  the  importance  of  the  interests  confided 
to  us,  it  must  appear  uupardonable  wantonly  to 
hazard  the  success  of  that  experiment  If  there 
be  a  mode  of  destroying  civil  liberty,  it  is  by 
leading  this  Government  into  unnecessary  wars. 
There  can  be  no  increase  of  the  happiness  of 
this  people.  Individuals  may  experience  wants; 
but,  as  a  nation,  we  have  nothing  more  to  ask 
of  Heaven.  Ail  we  have  to  ask  of  other  na- 
tions is,  friendship  and  ^*  let  us  alone."  What 
shall  we  deserve  i^  without  necessity,  we  plunge 
this  happy  people  into  war  and  distress  ?  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  valor  of  our  people,  and 
the  glory  of  the  nation,  I  should  be  very  un- 
willing to  engage  in  a  war  with  Europe.  We 
might  defend  ourselves.  I  think  we  should 
successfully  defend  ourselves.  I  am  no  prophet 
of  evil.  We  do  not  act  on  our  own  responsi- 
bility ;  we  act  for  an  immortal  people.  This 
people  are  to  be  immortal;  but  whether  in 
freedom  or  abject  subjection,  is  uncertain.  This 
people  are  to  be  responsible  for  our  acts,  with 
their  treasure  and  their  blood.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  bring  upon  them  a  trial,  such  as  Spain 
passed  through,  in  the  war  waged  against  that 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  Joseph 
Bonaparte  on  the  throne. 

England  and  the  United  States  seem  to  me  to 
have  a  common  interest  to  resist  these  unholy 
Allies.     There  are  now  oiiJy  two  powers  in  Eu- 


rope— England  and  the  Allies.  If  Gnecta 
become  an  independent  nation,  let  oie  of  tka 
take  the  first  step  in  the  reoognitign.  !k 
Allies  are  ruled  by  Ruana.  England  bt^ft 
fate  of  the  world.  Calculating  on  herp(£(^ 
I  think  she  will,  die  must,  make  a  stand  tpia 
Russia.  As  England  cannot  become  tiKbd 
of  the  Alliance,  her  pride  secures  «k  9k 
might  become  one  hand  of  the  AHiiDce,^ 
ing  France  is  to  be  the  other,  sod  Bwa  ^ 
head;  but  that  situation  would  notgr#^ 
pride.  England  will  make  a  stand  «gps9( 
Allies,  and  we  should  suppwt  her.  fisik 
will  not  strike  for  Greece ;  she  will  yoau* 
other  course  of  policy,  and  with  good  tm. 
It  is  the  interest  of  England  to  prerest  ikft 
tension  of  Russian  power.  To  preveBt  ilas- 
tension,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Turkish  E^v 
should  be  maintained  one  and  indiiisibk  £^ 
land  may  strike  for  Turkey,  because,  «i 
English  aid,  Turkey  may  stand  against  B» 
England  will,  if  necessary,  strike  for  difto^ 
pendence  of  the  new  nations  of  Spani^iJ^ 
She  will  not  sufier  the  Allies  to  add  tbaai 
their  confederacy,  or  Spain  to  Uot  thoa  i* 
the  map  of  the  world.  My  enmity  to  It^ 
has  been  very  steady  for  many  jeais,  hi  i 
shall  cease  if  England  takes  up  arma  ftr  thit 
dependence  of  nations.  England  sod  tite  W 
States  can  secure  the  independence  d  v^ 
Whether  the  United  States,  witfaoat  Ib^ 
could,  must  be  proved  by  time. 

Let  us  leave  the  fete  of  Greece  and  ofW 
to  Engknd.  K  it  is  the  interest  of  E^ 
that  the  Turkish  Empire  shall  remain  nndiflf 
it  is  ours.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  EaglaMC* 
Turkey  and  Persia  should  be  at  peace,  becsf 
their  wars  endanger  the  religion  of  Isbic,^ 
ours.  England  and  the  United  Stattf^ 
now  a  conunon  cause  and  a  common  ibJa* 
Russia  is  now  the  great  enemy  of  theiDdap*^ 
ence  of  nations  and  of  free  i*>^*°**"5jT5 
land  will  not  acknowledge  the  in^^P*""^^ 
Greece,  for  that  would  divide  and  w<««  J 
Turkish  Empire;  and  what  will  tim  ^ 
progress  of  Russia f  Neither  Peraa aortt* 
Russia  will  establish  an  empire  greata"  tw*  J 
Roman,  in  the  zenith  of  its  power;  W^ 
authority  of  which,  it  will  be  in  v»»7^ 
to  attempt  to  escape.  Sir,  our  oonne,  I » 
is  plain.  Let  us  be  moderate  and  jot  i^ , 
oflTer  no  aggression ;  throw  out  no  mnif^^ 
give  the  ADies  no  pretext  to  quarrel  wno  * 

The  committee  then  rose,  iad  the  H(*»*^ 
Joumed. 


TuxaDAT,  January  27. 
Btport  ((f  the  Pc&tmoiUr  ^'^^^ 

The  SpfcAKKB  had  before  the  HwfJ^ 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  of  wch  ^ 
measures  as  are  necessary  to  P'*'^"*^-^^ 
equitable  compensation  to  depnt^poR»»^ 
according  to  the  duties  and  ^^^^J]^ 
by  them,*'  prepared  in  obedience  to  *^J*:^ 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes,  adop»a>* 
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Mt  aeeeioii  of  Congreas ;  which  report  was  read, 
lad  laid  on  the  table.    It  is  as  follows : 

Post  Officb  DEPABnaaiT,  Jan,  24, 1824. 

Sat  I  In  obedioDoe  to  a  resohitioii  of  the  Hoiue  of 
fiepnaentatiTes  of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  sea- 
son, which  *'  directed  the  PoBtmaeter  General  to  re^ 
Mrt,  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  seuton  of  Ck>n- 
pesBi  what  further  measures  are  neceaeaiyto  provide 
or  a  more  equitable  compensation  to  deputy  post- 
nastera,  according  to  the  duties  and  services  rendered 
jy  them,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report^  that  the  pres- 
mt  mode  of  compensating  deputy  postmasten^  by 
{hring  them  a  graduated  pbr  cent  upon  monevs 
voeived  by  them,  is  believed  to  be,  inmost  cases,  toe 
Bost  equitable  that  can  be  adopted.  So  fitf  as  this 
lompensation  extend^  it  is  generally  proportioned  to 
iie  labor  required,  and  the  renponsibiUty  incurred. 

Deputy  yMtmasters,  with  a  few  exceptions,  receive 
eas  for  tfaeur  servicea  than  any  other  oflBcers  of  the 
areDflral  Government.  But,  as  competent  persons  to 
Uschaige  the  duties  of  posteaasters  have  been  found 
nlling  to  serve,  in  every  part  of  the  countiy,  and  as 
lie  present  embarrassment  of  this  Department  r»- 
[Qires  the  utmost  economy  in  its  expcoidituies,  it  is 
lelieved  that  the  public  interest  would  not,  at  thia 
■me,  be  promoted,  by  a  fleneralinoreaae  of  their  com- 
lenaation.  A  email  addition  of  iwy  to  each  post- 
naster  would  afford  but  little  benefit  to  the  in^vidual, 
rhilst  it  would  take  from  the  receipts  of  the  D^Mrt- 
nent  an  amount  so  considerable,  as  to  render  an  ap- 
■lopriation  from  the  Treasuiy  indispensable.  There 
ice,  however,  some  post-olBoes,  w^re  the  labor  is 
preat,  and  the  perquisites  so  small,  that,  unless  some 
idditional  compensation  be  given,  it  is  feared  com* 
latent  persons  cannot  long  be  found  tb  dischacge  the 
Inties. 

I  have  endeavored,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  fix 
ipon  some  rule,  which  woud  give  additional  com- 
pensation, where  it  seems  to  be  indispensable,  with- 
nat  extending  the  provision  so  far  as  to  render  the 
imonnt  objectionable.  It  is  believed  that  no  pro- 
ielon  can  be  made,  embradqg  a  dass  of  cases,  so  as 
o  give  an  increase  of  pay,  in  the  just  proportion 
rbioh  the  services  require. 

There  are  several  hundred  offioesat  which  pack- 
^ge»  are  distributed,  for  which  no  additional  com^ 
cnsation  is  given.  In  some  cases  this  duty  is  very 
aborious,  whilst  the  perquisites  of  the  offices  are 
«ijr  amalL  An  increased  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys 
Boexved  by  each,  would  not  graduate  the  pay  in 
soportion  to  the  serrioe  required,  as,  at  some  offices, 
rbioh  receive  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
loUan^  this  service  is  as  laborious  as  at  others,  where 
note  than  a  thousand  dollaisare  received.  If,  in 
och  oases,  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  were  given, 
be  compensation  to  aome  would  be  more  than  six 
imsa  greater  than  to  others. 

More  than  aeventy  officea  diatribnte  paokagea  after 
an  o'clock  at  night,  and  before  five  in  the  morning, 
'ostonasters  who  discharge  this  du^,  are  entitled  to 
osisideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the  labor  which 
hey  perform,  but  the  unseasonable  hours  in  which 
hi^  are  required  to  perform  it  But,  in  these  cases, 
a  additiooal  per  oent^  on  the  moneys  received,  would 
loi  do  equal  justice,  as  the  disproportion  for  compen- 
Btion,  for  similar  services,  would  be  as  great  as 
Iwve  stated. 

A  specific  sum,  given  to  each  postmaster  for  this 
ervioe,  would  not  compensate  in  proportion  to  thela- 


bor  performed,  as  the  labor  at  some  offices  is  ten  times 
greater  than  at  others. 

If  the  means  of  the  Department  would  authorize 
the  measure,  an  increase  of  pay  to  postmasters  who 
separate  packages,  and  to  some  others,  would  be 
neither  uiyust  nor  impolitic ;  but,  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  confine  any  provision  for  an  in- 
crease within  very  narrow  limits 

On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed 
that  a  spedal  provision,  in  each  case  where  an  in- 
oreaae  of  pay  ahall  be  deemed  indispensable,  can  be 
made  with  more  justice  to  the  postmaster,  and  less 

XT'  to  the  revenue  of  the  Department,  than  any 
r  mode  which  can  be  adopted. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  McLEAN. 
Hon.  HEHinr  Clat, 

Speaker  Some  cf  B^retmUtUhet, 


Fbidat,  Jannary  80. 

Ifaty  Peace  JSitdblishment 

A  Message  was  reoeived  fh>m  the  Presidsnt 
or  THB  UmixD  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  Souse  t^  RtprueiUa^ee  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  oftiie  16th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  Preodent  of  the  United  States  ^  to  communi- 
cate a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the 
plan  required. 

In  presenting  this  plan  to  the  consideratiott  of  Con- 
gress^ I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  some  re- 
marks CO  it,  which  the  importance  of  the  suljeot  re- 
quires, and  experience  justifies. 

If  a  system  (^  unlveiial  and  permanent  peace  could 
be  established ;  or,  if,  in  war,  the  belligerent  parties 
would  reapect  the  ri^ta  of  neutral  powers^  we  should 
have  no  occasion  fyr  a  navy  or  an  army.  The  ex- 
pense and  dangers  of  such  establishments  might  be 
avoided.  The  history  of  all  ages  proves  that  this 
cannot  be  presomed;  on  the  contrary,  that  at  leaat 
ooe-half  of  every  century,  in  ancient  as  well  as  mod- 
em times,  has  been  consumed  in  wars,  and  often  of 
the  most  general  and  desolating  character.  Nor  is 
there  any  cause  to  infer,  if  we  examine  the  condition 
of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  the  moat  inter- 
course and  strozigest  political  relations,  that  we  shall, 
in  future,  be  exempt  from  that  cahimity,  within  any 
period,  to  which  a  rational  oalculatioa  may  be  ex- 
tended. And  as  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  it  is 
sufficient  to  appeal  to  our  own  experience  to  demon- 
strate how  littM  regard  will  be  paid  to  them,  when- 
ever they  come  in  conflict  with  the  interest  of  the 
powers  at  war,  while  we  rely  on  the  justioe  of  our 
cause  and  on  arffument  alone.  The  amount  of  the 
properly  of  our  feliow-citisens^  which  was  aeized  and 
confiscated,  or  deatroyed,  by  the  belligerent  parties^ 
in  the  wara  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  those 
which  followed,  before  we  became  a  party  to  the  war, 
is  almost  incalculable. 

The  whole  movement  of  our  Government,  tram  the 
establishment  of  our  independence,  has  been  guided 
by  a  sacred  regard  for  peace.  Situated,  as  we  are,  in 
the  new  hemisphere ;  distant  from  Europe,  and  un- 
connected with  its  affairs ;  blessed  with  ue  happiest 
Government  on  earth,  and  having  no  otgects  of  ambi- 
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tion  to  gratifj ;  the  United  St»tes  hav6  steadily  culti- 
vated the  relations  of  amity  with  erery  power.  And 
if,  in  any  European  wars,  a  respect  for  oar  rights 
might  he  relied  on,  it  was  nndonhtedly  in  those  to 
which  I  have  adverted.  The  conflict  being  vital,  the 
force  being  neariy  eqnaBy  balanced,  and  the  result 
uncertain,  each  party  had  the  strongest  motives  of  in- 
terest to  cultivate  our  good  will,  lest  we  might  he 
thrown  into  the  opposite  scale.  Poweriul  as  this  con- 
sideration usually  is,  it  was  nevertheless  utterly  dis- 
regarded, in  almost  eveiy  stage  of^  and  by  eveiy  party 
to,  those  wars.  To  these  encroachments  and  inju- 
ries, our  regard  for  peace  was  finaUy  forced  to  yield. 
In  the  war  to  which  at  length  we  became  a  party, 
our  whole  coast,  finm  St.  Croix  to  the  Mississippi, 
was  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion ;  and  in 
many  parts,  with  a  strong,  imposing  foroe,  both  land 
and  naval  In  those  parts  where  the  popnlation  was 
most  dense,  the  pressnre  was  comparatively  light; 
but  there  was  scarcely  a  harbor  or  city,  or  any  of  our 

?reat  inlets,  which  could  be  considered  secure.  New 
ork  and  Philadelphia  were  eminentiy  exposed,  the 
then  existing  works  not  being  sufficient  for  their  pro- 
tection. ThA  aame  remark  is  appHoable,  in  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  cities  eastward  of  the  former;  and  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  whole  countiy  southward  of  the 
latter,  the  events  which  maiked  the  war  are  too  recent 
to  require  detail  Our  armies  and  na^  signalised 
themselves  in  evety  quarter  where  they  had  occasion 
to  meet  their  gallant  foe,  and  the  militia  volnntuilv 
flew  to  their  aid,  with  a  patriotism,  and  fought  with 
a  bravery,  which  exalted  the  reputation  of  their  Gov- 
ernment and  country,  and  which  did  them  the  highest 
honor.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to 
move  with  their  squadrons  and  to  land  their  troops, 
our  fortifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  but 
little  obstacle  to  them.  They  passed  thoie  works 
wldiont  difficulty.  Their  squsidrons,  in  fiwt,  aimoyed 
our  whole  coast,  not  of  the  sea  only,  but  every  bay 
and  great  river  throughout  its  whole  extent,  in  en- 
tering those  inlets  a^  sailing  up  tiiem  with  a  small 
force,  the  effect  was  disastroos,  since  it  never  failed  to 
draw  out  the  whole  popnlation  on  each  side,  and  to 
keep  it  in  the  field  while  the  squadron  remained 
there.  The  expense  attending  this  species  of  defence, 
with  the  exposure  of  the  inhabitants,  «aid  the  waste 
of  property,  may  readily  be  oonoeived.* 

The  occurrences  which  preceded  the  war,  and  those 
which  attended  it,  were  alike  replete  with  usefbl  in- 
struction as  to  our  futnre  policy.  Those  which  mark 
the  first  epoch,  demonstrate  clearly,  that,  in  the  wars 
of  other  powers^  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  the 
protection  of  our  neutral  rights.  Those  of  the  second 
demonstrate,  with  equal  certainty,  that,  in  any  war 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  hereafter,  with  a  strong 
riaval  power,  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calami- 
ties, attending  it,  considering  the  vast  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  cannot  faH,  unless  it  be  defended 
by  adequate  fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  force, 
to  correspond  with  tbose  which  were  experienced  in 
the  late  war. 

Two  great  olgects  are  thereforo  to  be  regarded  in 
the  establishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force :  The 
first,  to  prevent  war,  so  fiur  as  it  may  be  practicable ; 
the  second,  to  diminish  its  calamities,  when  it  may 


*  Bailroads,  and  the  yolnnteer  system,  have  altered  all  this. 
The  fear  of  invasion,  once  so  imposing,  is  now  a  prooession 
that  has  passed  by ;  and  all  that  we  oonld  ask  of  a  foreign 
eaemy  now,  would  be  to  come  ashore. 


be  inevitable.  Hence,  the  subject  of  defeoeeBeoHS 
intimately  connected,  in  all  its  partly  in  wadi 
peace,  for  the  land  and  at  sea.  No  Govamsatel 
be  disposed,  in  its  wars  with  otho*  povoB^  to  vidi 
our  rights,  if  it  knows  we  have  tiie  metDi,  tx  pi* 
pared,  and  resolved,  to  defend  them.  The  notiwd 
also  be  diminished,  if  it  knows  that  oar  Maoilf 
land  are  so  well  planned  and  executed,  tint  wk'w 
vaaon  of  our  coast  cannot  be  productifeofthiiife 
to  which  we  have  heretofore  been  exposed. 

It  was  under  a  thorough  oonvietiou  of  dKKtt^ 
derived  from  the  admonitions  of  the  late  *■;  tli 
Congress,  as  eariy  as  the  year  1816,  dnriiigtkn 
of  my  eidi^teneid  and  virtuous  predeecMor,  ait 
whom  the  war  had  been  declared,  prusecatoi,  ai 
terminated,  digested,  and  made  provisiinibcti*^ 
fence  of  our  country,  and  support  of  iti  v^t. 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  by  acts,  whieh  wnei. 
and  emoined  the  augmentation  of  cor  Ksvy,  toifa- 
seribea  limit,  and  the  oonstraction  of  sniialikMB' 
tions  throughout  the  iHiole  extent  of  our  wia6m 
frontier,  and  wherever  else  they  migfat  be  demd» 
cessary.  It  is  to  the  execution  of  these  vo^  hi 
land  ud  naval,  and  under  a  thorough  coofictigBlht 
by  hastening  their  completion  I  Moold  rends  ii 
best  service  to  my  country,  and  give  the  moitcA*! 
support  to  oor  fi!ee  ropnblicaa  system  of  Govtn^ 
that  my  humble  faculties  would  admit  o(  tfast  I  kM 
devoted  so  much  of  my  time  and  labor  to  tiui  p^ 
system  of  national  policy,  since  I  csme  kto  i^ 
oflice,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it,  until  my  letjita^ 
fican.  it,  at  the  end  atjoar  next  aesniiL 

The  Navy  is  the  arm  from  iriiieh  onr  Gof^a^ 
will  always  derive  most  aid  in  support  of  osriw 
ri^^ts.    Every  power  engaged  in  war  wSkivf  ^ 
strength  of  our  naval  force,  the  rmmber  ofwd^ 
of  each  dass,  their  condition,  and  tiie  jnm^^ 
with  which  we  may  bring  them  into  8ernee,ni^ 
pay  due  consideration  to  that  argonMot.  Jb0> 
will  always  have  great  weight  in  the  Cabiarti* 
Europe ;  but,  in  long  and  destmctiTO  wsn,  ex^ 
des  often  occur  which  press  so  vitally  on  ^^^ 
unless  the  argument  of  forvse  is  broi^lht  to  hi  4' 
will  be  disrmrded.     Our  land  forces  viD  iHn^ 
perform  their  duty  in  the  event  of  war  ,*  tut^fcyff 
perform  it  on  the  land.    Our  Navy  Is  ^k  ^^^ 
must  be  prindpally  rolled  on  for  the  aononitt  o*  * 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  lor  tiie  pro^'^'ff 
our  own ;  and  also,  by  co-operation  to  *  *■ 
foroee,  for  the  defence  of  the  ccuntiy.   ^^'^^ 
moving  in  any  and  every  direction,  it  p<*^* 
fiMulty,  even  when  nmote  finom  oor  eoa«^  ^?^ 
ing  its  aid  to  every  interest  on  which  the  leean^*" 
welfaro  of  our  Union  depend.    Annoyiiy  ^f^ 
merce  of  the  enemy,  and  menacing,  in  tnn^  i^*^ 
provided  the  fbroe  on  each  side  is  nesily  q»iv  [^ 
anced,  it  will  draw  its  squadrons  from  oor  ^^''Ti 
in  case  of  invasion  by  a  powerful  advei«iy>jy^^ 
and  naval  foroe,  which  is  always  to  te  "^^j* 
and  ought  to  be  provided  against)  oorNs^''^ 
like  co-operation  with  oor  land  foroea,  <"°^^'|?T 
aid  in  protecting  our  interior  from  incflinoB  1* 
predation.  .     ^ 

The  great  object,  m  the  event  of  «>i;  "  "^ 
the  enemy  at  the  ooasL  If  this  is  dos^  •'"J 
and  whole  interior,  will  be  secure.  ^?  J^ 
plishment  of  this  object,  our  fortifiMto"*^ 
principally  relied  on.  By  plsong  **'^!??|*s 
the  mouths  of  our  great  inlets^  in  "'^PTl'^k 
I  oommand  the  entrance  into  thorn,  as  d*7  " 
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nany  instanceB,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impofisible, 
or  snips  to  paw  them,  especially  if  other  precautions, 
vdA  puticnlarlj  tliat  of  steam-batteries,  arc  resorted 
D^  in  their  aid.  In  the  wars  between  other  powers, 
Dto  which  we  may  be  drawn  in  support  of  our  neu- 
ral rights,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  defence 
ffonld  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended  by  it;  nor 
tan  it  be  doubted  that  the  knowledge  that  such  works 
ixisted,  would  form  a  strong  motive,  with  any  power, 
lot  to  invade  our  rights,  and  thereby  contribute  e»- 
endally  to  prevent  war.  There  are,  it  is  admitted, 
ome  entrances  into  our  interior,  which  are  of  such 
'ast  extent,  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
my  woiks,  however  extensive,  or  well  posted,  to 
nmmand  them.  Of  this  class,  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
rhich  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  may  be  given  as  an  ex- 
ample. But,  in  my  judgment,  even  this  bay  may  be 
lefended  against  any  power  wi^  whom  we  may  be  in- 
volved in  war  as  a  third  party,  in  the  defence  of  our 
lentral  rights.  By  erecting  strong  works  at  the 
Douth  of  James  River,  on  both  sides,  near  the  Capes, 
IS  we  are  now  doing,  and  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and 
he  Rip  Raps,  and  connecting  those  works  together 
»y  chaios,  whenever  the  enemy's  force  appeared, 
(Iscing  in  the  rear  some  large  ships  and  steam-batte* 
ies,  the  passage  up  the  river  would  be  rendered  im- 
practicable. This  guard  would  also  tend  to  protect 
he  whole  coantiy  bordering  on  the  bay,  and  rivers 
imptying  into  it ;  as  the  hazard  would  be  too  great 
or  me  enemy,  however  strong  his  naval  force,  to 
ioend  the  bay,  and  leave  such  a  naval  force 
Mhind ;  sinoe,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  whereby  his 
lessels  might  be  separated,  or  of  a  calm,  the  ships 
Bid  steam-batteries,  behind  the  works,  might  rush 
drth  and  destroy  them.  It  could  only  be  in  ue  event 
fan  invasion  by  a  great  power,  or  a  combination  of 
everal  powers,  and  by  land  as  well  as  by  naval  forces, 
hat  those  works  coi^  be  carried ;  and  even  then, 
hey  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  movement  of  the 
oemy  into  the  country,  and  to  give  time  for  the  col- 
Bction  of  our  regular  troops,  mmtia,  and  volunteers, 
0  that  point,  and  thereby  oontribute  essentially  to 
lis  ultimate  defeat  and  expulsion  from  our  territory. 

Under  a  strong  impression,  that  a  Peace  Estabiish- 
neut  of  our  Navy  is  ooimected  with  the  possible  event 
f  war,  and  that  the  naval  force  intended  for  either 
feate,  however  small  it  may  be,  is  connected  with  the 
general  ^stem  cf  public  defence,  I  have  thought  it 
toper,  in  ooaununicating  this  report,  to  submit 
bese  remarks  on  the  whole  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiisHDioToir,  JoMiartf  80, 1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
ox  Kayal  Affairs. 


Survtjft  far  Moadi  and  CamU, 


[H.  or  B. 


Tuesday,  Febnxary  10. 
Surv&ya  for  JSoadt  and  GandU, 

The  House  then  resumed  the  oonrideration  of 
he  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
he  hill  to  obtain  the  necessary  plans,  estimates, 
to.,  in  relation  to  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
laose  of  the  hill — ^bat,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Llndolpe,  withdrew  the  motion ;  and 

Mr.  Rahdolph  moved  that  the  consideration 
»f  the  bill  he  indefinitely  postponed ;  and,  on 
lis  motion,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  to 
)e  taken  npon  it. 


Before  the  question  was  taken,  however, 
Mr.  Saukdebs  moved  that  the  hill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
with  instractioDs  "  to  designate  such  roads  and 
canals  of  a  national  importance  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  public  mail,  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  and  expedient  to  have  surveyed 
and  reported  upon." 

And  the  qaestion  being  on  recommitment,  it 
was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Saundbss, 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  stood — ^yeas  88,  nays  116. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Randolph's 
motion  tor  indefinite  postponement,  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  86,  nays  113. 
So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  hilL 
The  question  was  then  pot  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading — ^and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  Mr.  MoCot,  stood  as  follows : 

YsAS. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breok,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cu.<ihman,  Cuthbert,  Dnrfee, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Forward,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Heikimer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Viiginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kromer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher, 
Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDufile,  Mo- 
Kean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,-  Maitindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  Maiyland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Wm.  Smith,  Spence, 
Sjtandefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  James  WiUon,  Henry  Wilson,  and 
Wilson  of  Ohio— 115. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burieigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina,  Caiy,  daik,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Culpeper,  Day,  DwineU,  Eaton,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Hall,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Jenkins,  Kiader,  Lathirop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Livermore,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Man- 
Sim,  Mallaiy,  Markley,  Matson,  Plumer  of  New 
ampshire,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  Williams  of  New  York,  WilUams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Woods— 86. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  said  hUL 
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The  Tar^BOL 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  that  the  Honse  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  yiew  to  take  up  the  bill  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said :  "  Sufficient  for 
the  daj  is  the  evil  thereof" — ^I  hope  the  House 
will  do  no  suoh  thing. 

Mr.  KiJULTON  was  going  on  with  some  re- 
marks, bearing  in  part  on  the  merits  of  tJie  bill, 
when  Mr.  Tatlob  called  him  to  order — ^and  the 
Chair  decided  that  he  was  out  of  order,  on  a 
question  merely  to  take  up  the  bill,  to  go  into 
its  merits. 

^  The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Tod^s  mo- 
tion, and  carried — ^ajes  98,  noes  82. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  chair ;  and,  on  motion  of  3(r. 
Ton,  took  up  the  tariff  bill ;  which  was  read,  in 
part)  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Some  progress  having  been  made  in  the  read- 
ing— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstkb,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

WiDHxsDAT,  Febmarj  11. 
The  Tariff  BUI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
ohair,)  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
ibr  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  that  the  snbjeot  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports, 
had  been  so  often  discussed,  that  a  particular 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  would 
not  probably  be  wanted.  That  he  diould  state 
the  details  and  objects  of  the  bilL  and  some  of 
the  reasons  in  their  favor,  as  briefly  as  possible. 
That  there  was  nothing  here  proposed  that  was 
new  in  principle — nothing  but  to  extend  and 
equalize  a  system  which  experience  had  shown 
to  be  most  beneficial,  and  to  give  to  other  de- 
partments of  domestic  industry,  and  other  op- 
pressed portions  of  the  community,  something 
of  that  protection  which  our  laws  had  so  Uber- 
ally  and  wisely  given  to  the  cultivators  of  cotton, 
of  sugar,  and  to  all  the  interests  of  navigation. 

One  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  is,  Uiat^  as 
to  some  certain  manufactured  articles,  the  raw 
materials  of  which  exist  in  abunduioe  at  home, 
we  should,  by  legislative  provision,  give  to  our 
own  workmen,  not  the  exclusive  supply  and 
command  of  even  our  own  market,  but  barely 
give  them  a  part  of  the  business  of  furnishing 
our  own  people  with  the  plain,  rough  necessaries 
of  life.  That  another  object  of  equal  impor- 
tance was  that,  instead  of  continuing  to  support 
the  agriculturbts  of  £urope  in  aknost  every 
thing,  we  may  be  compelled,  by  using  more 
home  manufactured  articles,  to  give  to  the  fiu^ 
mers  of  our  own  country  some  market  for  their 
products.  And  another  object,  not  inferior  in 
magnitude  to  either  of  the  former  two,  was,  to 


give  to  the  country  that  Itrength  ud  poif 
which  arises  from  posnonwng,  withiiiitad^^ 
means  (Xf  defence,  uid  to  rescue  it  fron  ik 
danger  and  disgrace  of  hAbitoal  nlisooe  i;ii 
foreign  nations  for  the  common  duly  ueoasBii 
of  life. 

That  the  duties  proposed  were  upon  tvofr 
tinct  dassee  of  articles.  One  daas  is  thit  i|s 
silks,  linens,  cutlery,  spices,  and  some  im 
things  of  less  importance,  most  of  wbidiiRBi 
necessaries  by  any  means,  and  which,  vidiif 
exceptions,  do  not  much  interfere  with  aov  \m 
production,  or  with  any  manufitotnre  wkock^ 
country  is  now  prepared  for.  Thatmostoftbai 
articles  were  charged,  in  the  bill,  vi^  ^ 
identical  increase  recommended  by  the  fin* 
tary  of  the  Treasury — this  for  the  pupwrf 
revenue  chiefly,  and  to  make  up  to  tbe&irW' 
mentthe  deficiencies  which  may  projbaHjW 
occasioned  by  checking  the  excessive  w^ 
tion  of  other  articles — ^bnt,  that  the  inipartflt 
duties  proposed  in  the  bill  were  for  the  poM 
of  protection,  and  were  npon  iron,  heop^Mi 
glass,  wool,  and  woollen  goods. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  going  to  trodik^ 
committee  with  a  debate  upon  the  qoo^ 
whether  our  countiy  ought  to  be  dependeai^ 
the  monarchies  of  Europe  for  those  neeeaiy 
articles,  if  such  dependence  can  be  wM 
Upon  that  matter  he  was  content  to  tain  ■ 
opinion  of  the  committee,  sach  as  it  '^^^^^^^ 
and  would  go  on  to  ask  whether  such  dep» 
ence  could  bd  avoided.  , 

It  is  known  that  almost  every  Stttoiaw 
Union  is  capable  of  producing  ironsaffiektflj 
the  supply  of  its  own  population,  and  mffij^ 
them  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  this  cb  V 
effected  without  taking  a  single  hand  from^ 
profitable  employment,  and  without  anj  ^i* 
Iou&  except  tliat  of  a  market. 

As  to  hemp,  it  was  not  extravagsot  to  a^ 
that,  of  first-rate  hemp  land,  for  ever;  (W 
which  can  be  found,  throughout  all  £ok9^ 
have,  perhi^  ten  acres  cleared,  v^^^.^Vr 
cable  to  any  other  profitable  cultivation.  V 
in  lead,  we  may  challenge'  the  ^obe,  ^^^^ 
mines  only,  but  whole  territories  of  the  iwj 
ore^  perfectiy  inexhaustible,  and  ^2?t 
vicinity  of  navigable  waters.  Tbatj  ^^^'^ 
was  certain  that  not  only  every  Stste^  but^ 
district  of  every  State,  was  capable  dp^ 
cing  enough,  at  least,  for  all  onr  own  i*^ 
That  of  glass,  the  materials  are  eveiy  wbe»  » 
Providence,  said  Mr.  T.,  meant  any  cwajry^ 
be  independent  of  others  for  the metiw"^ 
sistence,  that  country  is  ours.  ^^^^ 
then  comes,  Have  our  people  indqatrywl^ 
enough  to  make  use  of  these  natoialedwP 
of  the  country!  The  only  effectoal  P««**J 
generally,  which  our  manufactorerB  •^JJ 

was  by  the  late  war.  Thus,  P^^^g^s*' 
dent  what  other  nations  givebylegj*^ 
their  own  people,  the  command  of  t»  'J 
market,  our  workmen  made  a  F'^'^a^ 
never  was  exceeded  any  where.  ^^Ja^ 
ii(ated  to  an  extent  wanting  bat  w» 
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hoasAnd  tons  of  the  whole  oonsomption  of  the 
oantry.  Onr  woollen  mannfaotares,  tiiotigh  not 
[oite  so  far  adranoed,  were  carried  on  with 
qnal  vigor,  and  with  the  same  prospect  of  nl- 
Lmate  snocess,  or  rather  with  the  same  certain- 
J  of  soon  becoming  folly  adequate  to  l^e  wants 
f  the  country.  Onr  home  supply  of  white  and 
ed  lead,  and  shot,  was  equally  sufficient 
Sarthen  wares  were  fabricated  in  immense 
lualitiea,  and  with  an  elegance  beginning  to 
tval  the  workmanship  of  Europe.  In  glass,  our 
teople  not  only  began  to  rival,  but  actually  had 
ividled,  the  workmen  of  England.  Except  some 
Ine  articles  rarely  wanted,  we  were  supplied 
Itogether  from  the  home  manufacture.  It  is 
K)torious,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  all  our  manufactures 
f  iron,  lead,  glass^  earthen  wares,  woollen  and 
lotton  goods,  nourished.  We  say  that  they  also 
taused  the  country  to  flourish,  by  giving  em- 
iloyment  to  the  industrious,  a  market  to  the 
krmer,  value  to  property,  life  to  every  sort  of 
valuable  business. 

Peace  came,  and  shortly  after,  the  new  tariff. 
!t  may,  stud  Mr.  T.,  be  deemed  absurd  to  argue 
low  against  a  law  which  passed  eight  years 
igo,  and  the  mischief  of  which,  whatever  it  is. 
Day  now  be  supposed  to  be  done  and  irretriev- 
ible.  But  the  mischief  of  it  is  not  yet  finished. 
The  tariff  of  1816,  is  what  is  here  proposed  to 
>e  repealed  in  part,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to 
irotest  against  the  impolicy  of  the  measure, 
^hat  at  that  time  was  the  situation  of  the 
ountij  every  one  knows.  The  most  impw- 
ant  or  our  manufacturing  establishments  were 
Qst  beginning.  They  were  yet  to  gain  skill  in 
oanagement,  system,  habit,  al>  the  indispen- 
able  requisites  which  experience  only  can  give. 
Probably  nine-tenths,  at  least,  of  the  owners 
rere  in  debt,  and  only  getting  slowly  out  of  it 
»y  the  weekly  profits  of  their  business.  In  a 
rord,  according  to  the  emphatic  name  long 
Igo  given  by  universal  populas  consent,  they 
rere,  in  every  respect,  infant  manufactores. 
To  expect  that,  xmder  such  circumstances,  our 
lountrymen  should  be  able  to  rival  in  cheap- 
less  the  old,  established  foreign  manufactureia, 
ras  to  expect  what  never  yet  happened  in  any 
lountry.  So  that,  what  in  1816  was  called  a 
aoderate  protecting  duty,  would  scarcely  have 
jeen  adequate  protection  against  a  fair  and 
Iberal  European  competition,  but  was  absolute- 
y  nothing  against  the  little  tricks  of  oppression 
>y  which  wealthy  foreign  manufacturers  can 
ifford  to  throw  away  cargoes  of  their  goods,  at 
■educed  prices,  or  at  no  prices,  in  order  to  break 
lown  a  growing  rivaL  and  indemnify  them- 
lelves  by  fieecing  the  wnole  country  afterwards. 

It  was  not,  continued  ID*.  T.,  said  or  believed, 
ihat  there  was  any  design  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
x>  put  down  our  rising  manufactures.  But  the 
xnstake  was  not  pernicious. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  consider  the 
mestion  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  not 
IS  a  question  between  our  manufacturers  and 
those  abroad,  or  between  our  own  country  and 
Ibreign  nations,  but  as  a  question  merely  be- 


tween our  own  manufacturers  on  the  one  side, 
and  all  the  remaining  classes  of  our  own  people 
on  the  other ;  and  that  whatever  could  be  with- 
held from  the  mechanic  was  not  to  be  lost  to 
the  nation — ^not  at  all,  but  only  divided  among 
the  farmers,  the  planters,  and  the  merchants. 
Then  there  was  the  cry  about  texing  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  and  monopoly. 
But  what  had  chief  effect  in  destroying  our 
manufactures,  and  almost  bringing  us  back 
again  into  colonial  bondage,  was  that  theory  of 
foreign  speculative  writers  called  political  econ- 
omists. A  doctrine  which  is  now  mentioned, 
because  it  is  yet  adhered  to,  and  if  not  opposed, 
is  now  as  condusive  against  the  bill  as  it  was 
in  1816  against  any  efficient  protection  of  do- 
mestic industry.  This  doctrine  teaches  that  all 
interference  like  the  present,  by  legislation,  has 
merely  the  effect  to  force  capital  from  one  em- 
ployment into  another.  That  this  forcing  can 
only  be  from  an  employment  more  productive 
into  an  employment  less  productive,  to  the 
certein  injury  of  the  community.  Tne  argu- 
ment prevailed.    We  have  seen  the  effects. 

Under  this  tariff,  sdd  Mr.  T.,  first  went  all 
the  newly  erected  manufactures  of  earthen 
ware.  They  and  their  workmen  are  now  no 
more  talked  of  than  if  they  never  had  existed. 
In  the  same  way  went  the  most  of  onr  glass 
factories,  our  manufactures  of  white  and  red 
lead,  our  woollens,  our  hemp.  Domestic  inm 
has  lingered  a  while  longer,  and  still  holds  a 
feeble  existence,  dwindling  every  year,  and 
gradually  sinking  under  foreign  importations. 
All  the  devastations  and  losses  of  the  war  were 
nothing  compared  with  the  devastations  and 
losses  of  manufacturing  capital  under  the  tariff 
of  1816. 

Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  these  plain,  oom- 
mon  necessaries,  which  our  own  country  is  so 
competent  to  produce,  lead,  hemp,  earthen 
wares,  woollen  goods,  and  unmanufactured 
iron,  wd  go  on  paying  a  tribute  to  foreigners 
of  more  than  tnirteen  millions  of  dollars  a 
year;  and,  from  a  visionary  fear  of  forcing 
capital  into  an  unproductive  channel,  by  pro- 
tecting domestic  industij,  we  have  ended  by 
forcing  our  own  manufacturing  capital  into 
non-existence,  and  our  workmen  into  beggary. 
What  advantage  has  accrued  to  any  portion  of 
the  community  to  compensate  for  this  loss? 
Who  is  benefited  ?  Not  the  farmer.  His  share 
of  the  gains  frt>m  the  suppression  of  manufac- 
tures is  only  to  have  the  produce  of  his  farm 
left  perishinff  on  his  hands  for  want  of  a  mar- 
ket As  litue  has  the  merchant  gained,  whose 
Srofite  have  been  sinking  with  the  decay  of 
omesdc  industry.  As  little  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained,  which,  twice,  in  time  of  peace, 
has  been  compeUed  to  resort  to  loans  to  defray 
its  yearly  expenses. 

It  is  supposed,  said  Mr.  T.,  that,  during  the 
war,  our  manufacturer  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  of  the  country,  and  extorted  high 

E rices;  and  that  now  he  may  be  enabled  to 
ly  his  neighbors  under  oontribotion,  and  ex- 
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tort  prioes  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  mcrease 
of  the  duties.  It  is  probable  enough  that, 
during  the  war,  and  at  all  other  times,  our 
manofactorers  haTe  taken  the  highest  market 

E rices  for  their  goods.  Buy  where  yon  can 
uy  the  cheapest,  is  the  maxim  of  the  political 
economist,  without  inquiring  whether  you  buy 
from  a  friend  or  an  enepiy.  Whether  this 
maxim  is  right  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  that^ 
sell  where  you  can  sell  the  highest,  has  been 
the  general  practice  of  every  seller  since  the 
world  began,  and  to  expect  otherwise,  is  to  ex- 
pect an  impracticable  r^nement  in  the  morality 
of  trade,  and  useless,  even  if  it  were  practicable. 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  objection  seems  founded 
on  a  total  mistake  in  another  respect.  High 
duties  on  the  rival  imports  are  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  sell  his 
wares  high,  and  never  can  have  that  effect,  but 
precisely  the  opposite  effect  Mr.  T.  spoke 
ouly  of  those  articles  which  can  be  made  at 
home  to  any  necessary  extent,  and  the  raw 
material  of  which  abounds  at  home.  It  is  pro- 
tection only  which  enables  the  manufacturer  to 
sell  them  cheaply.  And  protection  will  be 
found  invariably  to  have  that  effect  in  England, 
in  France,  in  this  country,  in  every  country 
that  we  know  of  The  reason  why  protection 
from  foreign  rivals  should  be  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  cheapness  of  any  manufacture, 
need  not  be  accurately  inquired  into,  when  we 
know  the  invariable  fact  Perhaps  it  is  that 
cheapness  depends  essentially  upon  the  assur- 
ance of  a  market;  a  steady  demand.  The 
great  market,  the  home  market^  creates  this 
demand.  The  profits  of  business,  to  be  very 
small,  must  be  very  certain.  This  certainly 
can  never  be  had  without  an  exclusion  of  ac- 
cidental supplies.  Probably  an  auction  of  car- 
goes of  cotton  goods  every  month,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  best-established  cotton  manu- 
factory in  England,  would,  in  two  years'  time, 
be  sufficient  to  break  it  down.  8uch  exclusion 
is  peculiarly  necessary  to  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments when  be^^nning.  No  industry,  no 
skill,  no  economy,  can  hold  them  up  if  aban- 
doned by  their  Government,  and  left  exposed  to 
be  undersold  by  foreign  rivals,  who  know  that 
to  stop  them  is  to  destroy  tiiem.  So  familiar 
is  this  to  the  two  greatest  manufacturing  nations 
of  the  world,  England  and  France,  that,  when 
they  mean  peculiarly  to  cherish  anymannfac- 
ture,  (which  tiiey  invariably  do,  every  manu- 
facture which  their  people  are,  or  can  be  made 
competent  to,)  they  do  not  content  themselves 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent. 
on  the  foreign  rival  commodity,  but  they  im- 
pose a  duty  nearly  equal  to,  and  sometimes 
above,  the  value  of  the  article,  or  they  prohibit 
it  altogether. 

As  to  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  T.  observed, 
that,  on  cotton  goods,  the  bill  left  the  duties 
as  it  found  them,  with  one  exception.  The 
minimum  valuation  of  imported  cloths  is  raised 
from  twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  to 
thirty-five  cents.    The  intent  is  to  give  protec- 


tion to  fabrics  superior  in  fin€De8B,bTt99ff 
three  grades,  to  those  which  are  now  protecni 
As  to  the  very  lowest  priced  goods,  aiidtkKk 
the  second  and  third  grades  from  tiie  hni, 
the  addition  here  proposed  to  &e  duty  kmak 
nominaL  Those  goods  will  never  be  ispm 
The  duty,  as  to  them,  is  already  effectoL  I 
is  clear  Uiat  immense  benefits  have  tconeili 
the  country  from  that  prohibition.  I1u!ti» 
tion  of  thirty-five  cents  prohibitB  no  eoiDi 
goods  which  may  not  be  fabricated  betis  i 
home  than  any  imported,  and  dieiper,  M| 
most  certainly,  as  soon  as  foreign  eoa^iSu 
is  excluded,  and  never  before. 

A  specific  duty  is  proposed,  of  six  oei^|t 
square  yard,  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  loi^ 
stood  that  the  war,  which  excluded  impcft 
tions,  gave  to  Kentucky  and  other  f  esw 
States,  the  opportunity  to  supply  the  oott» 
growers  with  bagging — a  trade  not  boriMl 
either  side,  but  which  is  now  prostratei  % 
duty  of  six  cents  is  intended  to  be  pntedn 
and  prohibitory,  and  to  give  to  those  Sbtt 
which  manufacture  the  bagging,  sod  vblA 
consume  vast  (quantities  of  cotton,  an  sdTiid^ 
coiresponding  m  a  very  small  degree  witb  til 
protecting  duty  enjoyed  by  the  cotton-grow 
of  three  cents  a  pound. 

As  to  the  specific  duties  on  sondiyim 
of  hardware,  Mr.  T.  said  those  were  ti^ 
chiefly  from  a  list  furnished  by  the  Secretoy" 
the  "freasury,  some  years  ago,  in  ansvff  »• 
call  from  the  House,  This  was  from  a  to 
to  substitute  specific  duties  wbereT«ri» 
ticable.  Complaints  are  made,  ^at,  in  «ai 
items,  the  change  proposed  will  be  rss» 
venient  If  the  committee  think  ao,  tbeae  ra 
be  struck  out 


Thubsdat,  February  18. 
The  TaHffBOL 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  n^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  fi^ 
t^e  several  acts  for  impomng  duties  oniiopof* 

The  question  pending,  from  yesterday,  *» 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  scn«| 
out  the  words  following,  viz;  "On  afl  wreg 
distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  m^ 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  «flffl»» 
thereto."  ^ 

Mr.  WioBXiFTE,  of  Kentucky,  fin*  wM 
continuation  of  the   debate  on  this  ^^Jj 
which  he  considered  as  involving  the  £» 
principle  of  this  bill,  and  particularly «»» 
It  affected  that  section  of  the  ^?^^.^T°1j 
represented — a  consideration  which,  ^}^^ 
would  excuse  his  troubling  the  cfomm^ 
this  time.    Looking  at  the  contents  of  a«*j 
at  the  province  of  toe  committee  ▼.^^f  j^ 
ed  it,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  ^jLi* 
supported,  he  regarded  it  as  a  bill  in<«°f^  j 
the  protection  of  manufactures,  «^^^f  j 
seemed  to  be  considered  by  the  ^PP^'^yi 
the  motion,  as  a  commercial  or  a  ^^y®*  2*. 
Mi.  W.  laaid  he  was  himaelf  diqxM ^'^ 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


669 


Fkbbuakt,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  BUL 


[H.  or  B. 


creasing  the  duties  on  imports,  to  extend  to 
the  infant  manufactares  of  the  oountry,  and  to 
the  encouragement  of  its  industry,  all  the  pro- 
tection that  can  he  given  to  them.  But,  wnilst 
he  would  do  this,  he  was  not  disposed,  hj  over- 
doing this  encouragement,  to  he  led  into  a  state 
of  things  which  would  necessarily  result  in  the 
estahliSmient  of  a  system  of  internal  taxation 
in  the  country.  He  did  not  helieve,  he  said, 
that  the  Union  is  prepared,  at  this  time,  for 
that  state  of  things.  He  spoke  with  great  con- 
fidence for  that  portion  of  it  hy  whose  kindness 
he  had  now  the  privilege  of  addressing  the 
House.  However  anxious  the  people  of  that 
part  of  the  country  might  he  to  promote  the 
interests  of  domestic  manufactures,  they  were 
not  prepared  to  go  the  length  which  some  gen- 
tlemen, not  in  dehate  on  this  floor,  indeed,  hut 
in  private  conversation,  had  seemed  to  intimate 
that  this  measure  would  carry  us.  They,  said 
Mr.  W.,  have  no  fondness  for  your  excisemen 
and  tax-gatherers.  They  learned  a  song  in 
1798,  the  memory  of  which  they  yet  cherish, 
the  chorus  of  which  is  "  liherty  and  no  Ex- 
cise I"  In  time  of  war,  he  said,  they  would 
cheerfully  suhmit  to  the  hurdens  of  internal 
taxation,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
armies  and  navies  of  the  country ;  hut,  in  time 
of  peace,  they  would  as  soon  welcome  a  real 
blue-light  man  among  them,  as  an  exciseman. 
They  would  as  soon  hail,  as  hrothers,  those 
*' just  men  made  perfect^"  who,  after  having,  hy 
their  entangling  commercial  relations,  hrought 
the  country  into  a  war,  seemed  to  think  that 
the  machhier^  of  our  Government  was  not 
competent  to  its  successful  prosecution. 


TuBSDAT,  February  17. 
Th6  TaHff  BiU, 

The  House  then  sMxa  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Gondiot  in  the  chidr,)  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting 
the  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of 
ntting,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbekt  to 
strike  out  tne  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six 
cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging  im- 
portea — 

Mr.  MoDiTFFiE  commenced  a  speech  of  half 
an  hour,  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  clause  of 
Ihe  bill,  by  stating  the  grave  and  solemn  fed- 
ings  with  which  this  discussion  impressed  him, 
however  slight  the  subject  might,  at  first  view, 
appear.  He  perfectiy  agreed,  he  said,  with  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that,  in  the  legislation  of 
this  coxmtry,  the  most  scrupulous  regard  should 
be  had  to  the  general  harmony ;  but  he  put  it 
to  the  Speaker,  whether  it  was  not  the  mtro- 
dnction  of  such  a  bill  which  was  like  to  disturb 
that  harmony,  rather  than  its  discussion.  &c. 
By  the  course  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  McD., 
we  are  admonished  that  this  subject  does  not 
belong  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
What  is  the  question  before  us?    It  is  not  a 


question  for  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  or  for  maintaining  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  It  is  not  a  question 
which  is  urged  upon  us  on  national  grounds  at 
all,  but  it  is  a  question  distinctiy  arraying 
against  each  other  the  interests  of  two  different 
sections  of  the  confederacy.  All  the  arguments 
by  which  the  proposed  duty  is  supported  have 
been,  therefore,  and  necessarily  must  be,  of  a 
sectional  character.  When  gentiemen  are  at- 
tempting, by  legislation,  to  affect  the  interests 
of  two  sections  of  the  Union  relatively  to  each 
other,  how  can  they  throw  upon  us  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  feeling  which  the  discussion 
may  excite?  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  however  he 
might  feel  on  the  occasion,  he  would  not  permit 
his  feeliQgs  to  enter  into  the  discussion.  He 
should  appeal  to  the  judgment^  candor,  and 
liberality  of  the  committee;  and,  if  the  im- 
policy of  the  proposed  tax  could  not  be  sus- 
tained by  argmnent  on  that  appeal,  he  would 
abandon  altogether  nis  opposition  to  it. 

Adverting  to  tlie  suggestion  that  the  culture 
of  cotton  has  been  brought  into  existence  and 
sustained  by  protecting  duties,  Mr.  McD.  said, 
with  whatever  pleasure  he  listened  to  the  argu- 
ments of  gentiemen,  and  their  statements  of 
facts,  his  patience  almost  forsook  him  when 
this  strange  position  was  attempted  to  be  main- 
tained. To  tell  him  that  the  culture  of  cotton 
ever  had  been  protected  by  the  legidation  of 
the  Government^  was  to  insult  his  understand- 
ing. Estimating  the  average  value  of  cotton^ 
where  it  is  grown,  at  twenty-five  cents,  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  being 
three  cents  per  pound,  was  in  £ct  only  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  less  than  the 
average  duty  laid  on  all  other  objects  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and  could  therefore 
not  be  regarded,  either  in  intention  or  in  fact, 
as  a  protecting  duty.  The  fact  was,  that,  from 
the  moment  its  culture  sprung  into  existence  in 
this  country,  it  had  defied  aU  competition — 
there  never  had  been  a  moment  in  which  it 
would  not  have  defied  competition  with  the 
cotton  of  any  country  on  earth.  Was  cotton 
raised,  in  the  beginning,  for  the  use  of  our  own 
manufactories,  or  for  any  purpose  in  which 
foreign  cotton  could  come  in  competition  with 
it  within  the  United  States?  No.  fVom  tiie 
beginning  it  had  been  raised  for  exportation. 
The  duty  did  qot  operate  upon  the  culture  of 
cotton  any  more  effectually  than  if  it  did  not 
exist.  A  bounty  on  exportation  only  could 
afford  any  protection  to  the  cultivation  of  it, 
and  he  concluded  this  part  of  his  observations, 
by  repeating  that  the  cotton  of  the  country 
never  has  been  protected. 

But,  Mr.  McD.  continued,  the  Speaker  had 
laid  down  a  principle  in  respect  to  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  hanging,  which,  in  his  view, 
established  the  impolicy  of  protecting  this  ar- 
ticle, viz :  that  it  required  but  simple  and  un- 
expensive  machinery,  and  that  establishments 
for  the  manufacture  of  it  would  be  of  rapid 
growth ;  and  he  had  further  said,  that,  if  this 
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bill  were  passed,  the  Western  country  would 
in  one  year  be  able  to  furnish,  if  necessary, 
twenty  millions  of  yards  of  the  article.  Now, 
what  IS  the  principle  on  which  protecting  duties 
are  justified?  "Wnat  is  this  principle,  as  as- 
sumed by  the  Speaker  himself?  What  is  the 
principle  on  which  such  duties  have  been  here- 
tofore advocated  on  this  floor  and  every  where 
else  ?  It  is,  that  the  manufacture  proposed  to 
be  protected  requires  large  investments  of 
capital,  complicated  machinery,  length  of  time 
to  bring  it  to  perfection,  &c..  which  causes 
require  protection,  to  prevent  tne  manufacture 
from  bemg  prostrated  in  its  infancy.  In  the 
present  case,  no  such  ground  was  taken.  £ven 
the  article  of  cotton  fluctuates  in  price  from  ten 
to  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and  so  do  all  other 
articles  which  are  employed  in  commerce. 
But  had  it  ever  been  the  policy  of  any  country, 
was  it  the  policy  of  this,  to  sustain  manufactures 
against  fluctuations  such  as  this,  to  which  all 
the  pursuits  of  life  are  liable  ?  No;  it  was  ex- 
tensive, complicated,  and  costly  manufactures, 
only,  which  required  protection,  ^^ 

Mr.  McD.  here  examined  and  controverted 
the  argument  that  the  consumer,  and  not  the 

grower  of  the  cotton,  paid  the  duty  on  the 
agging.  The  price  of  cotton  depended,  he 
argued,  on  the  competition  in  foreign  markets, 
and  not  on  the  cost  of  the  bagging  in  which  it 
is  baled ;  if  the  bagging  were  to  cost  a  hundred 
dollars  for  each  bag,  it  would  not  raise  the 
price  of  our  cotton  abroad,  because  foreign 
cotton  would,  when  it  began  to  rise  above  a 
certain  value,  come  into  successful  competition 
with  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he  said, 
that  the  whole  additional  cost  of  the  bagging 
would  fall  on  those  who  make  the  cotton. 

The  argument  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  duty  would  be  reciprocal,  by 
the  cotton  of  the  South  being  received  in  the 
West  in  exchange  for  the  b^ging,  Mr.  McD. 
pronounced  to  be  an  illusive  calculation,  and 
made  some  observations  to  show  that  the  part 
of  the  country  which  he  represented  was 
already  tributa^  to  Kentucky  for  her  produce, 
for  which  his  constituents  paid  in  n)ecie,  and 
not  in  cotton,  &c.  The  tax  would  be  an  ac- 
commodation of  the  West  wholly  at  the  expense 
of  the  South,  if  it  even  enabled  them  to  supply 
the  bagging.  Bu<^  he  added,  that  the  SoutJb 
could  not  take  their  bagging.  The  expense  of 
its  transportation  from  Kentucky  would  be 
two  or  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  its  trans- 
portation from  Dundee  or  Inverness,  and  that 
alone  would  give  the  latter  an  advantage  over 
the  former,  unless  the  duty  on  importation 
should  amount  to  an  actual  prohibition. 

It  had  been  already  well  remarked,  that  the 
proposition  for  this  duty  introduces  a  principle 
into  legislation  which  never  existed  before  here, 
and  which,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  never  before 
been  introduced  into  the  legislation  of  any  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  What  is  it  ?  The 
protection  of  manufactures  ?  No ;  not  the  pro- 
tection, but  the  creation  of  manufactures.    He 


called  upon  gentiemen  to  show,  in  &  liilq 
of  the  world,  an  instance  in  vhid  mjiii 
had  passed  a  law  to  create  a  nev  soitof  Ut 
try — to  ffive  being  to  what  did  not  ab«iiT& 
ist  If  mis  was  an  article  of  primoy  maif, 
in  a  national  view,  or  connected  vitli  tki- 
fence  of  the  conn^,  &C.,  he  would  govb 
as  any  one  in  support  of  it  But,  ts  a  (fsSk 
of  political  economy,  he  argued,  ywi  ca  4 
protect  what  exists.  Here,  he  Efid,  ma 
issue  between  hemp  and  cottoo.  lUi 
cotton?  A  large  item  in  oommeroe;  1\m 
formed,  for  a  number  of  years,  on  uiin^ 
one-third  part  of  the  exports  of  tlw  eoaftj^ 
It  Ib  an  artide  of  weight,  and  bulk  aln,ei^ 
had,  therefore,  contributed  one-third  of  iSfii 
our  commerce  has  done  to  support  tbemd 
power  of  the  country.  And  now  Cqdmi* 
called  upon  to  adopt  a  system  whidi  rtj 
strike  from  existence  that  iim,  ind^W 
every  other  article  of  exportation— for,  k<» 
tended,  on  the  principles  of  this  ISHk  Go^ 
could  not  stop,  until  every  artide  of  «»«» 
tion  was  protected.  And  what,  saidkj 
be  the  result?  You  annihilate  the  eooiatf 
of  the  United  States.  The  priMpl«£i 
bill  went  to  an  extent  never  before  pnp» 
In  reference  to  the  particular  artide  wf  a* 
consideration,  the  House  was  called  np«» 
jeopardize  the  great  interests  of  the  cjjj 
growing  country — ^to  sacrifice  an  interatw 
had  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  ti«  W 
and  mainly  to  the  growth  of  tiie  coBaw 
emporium  of  the  United  States,  upon  »n* 
able  calculation  of  hemn  and  cotton  \m 
which  never  had  any  place  in  tie  preas* 
commerce  of  the  country.  If  there  ^M 
value  in  the  policy  of  protectioi),  let  it  »* 
fined,  at  least,  to  what  esdsts.  L^  »ii«|| 
to  the  sources  of  our  wealth,  the  '"^^^'Jj^ 
revenue,  inettead  of  attempting  to  pro*»  ■■ 
which  has  no  existence.  ^^ 

After  replying  to  the  argument  of  wopj 

er,  respecting  the  effect  of  <»°9*^5 
contending  that  the  argument  was  M»* 
very  duty,  Mr.  McD.  called  upon  gtfg 
from  those  States  which  have  no  fsm 
interest  in  the  article  under  discuaaon,  fflW 
them,  by  the  highest  consideratioiB,  to^ 
pose  to  preserve  one  interest  of  thj  <j 
from  being  sacrificed  to  the  other.  fi«^ 
they  would  decide  upon  it  justly,  and  *»J 
regard  to  any  principle  of  ^^^^^^0 
knew  there  were  some  members  of  "*  ^ 
who  were  disposed  for  the  P"^""!^ 
ing  manufactures,  who  would  w**^**^*?*  u 
and  he  trusted  that  a  general  oditnfl^^ 
be  cast  on  the  bill  by  retaining  in  it  sotf"^ 
as  this,  which  do  not  properly  bdoog  t»  » 


Satubdat,  Febniaiy^ 

Ohio  and  Mmissippi  -»«**  ^^ 

Mr.  Hknby,  of  Kentudty,  from  ^^ 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  vhom  ^»7^ 
the  Message  of  the  Ftesident  of  ^ 


DBBATBS  OF  GONOBSSS. 


671 


P^BROABT,  ia24.] 


Ohio  and  Mima^ppi  Bivert, 


[H.  OF  K 


States^  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
iiDffineera,  on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
nade  a  report^  aooompanied  by  a  bill  ^*  to  im- 
>roTe  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
B^i  Rivers." 

(This  bill  proposes  to  aathoriie  the  President 
o  canee  dykes  and  slaioes  to  be  oonstracted, 
'mr  the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest 
itage  of  the  water,  upon  certain  bars  in  the 
[)hio  Biver ,  to  remove  planters,  sawyers,  and 
nags,  from  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
[he  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed.  The 
«port  is  as  follows :] 

It  IB  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  Mibsls- 
ippi  are  the  principal  oommeroial  outlets  of  the  vast 
tad  fertile  regions  west  of  the  Alleghany  monntainB ; 
md  it  mast  be  obvious  that  whatever  tends  to  ob- 
Aruct  or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams, 
annot  be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion 
)f  our  people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and 
rltally  ail^ted.  Tour  oommittee  have,  therefore, 
UthfbSy  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  eanMs  and 
letoal  condition  of  the  obstacles,  whether  tampotaiy 
ir  permanenti  whUh  now,  at  certain  MasooB  of  the 
^Mf,  prevent  all  navigation  upon  one  of  those 
ttvers ;  and,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  impair  the 
leooii^  ei  navigating  the  oiher.  For  tliia  purpose 
hey  have  avaUed  Siemselvee  of  eveiy  source  of 
ofoimation  in  their  power;  and  have  carefully  ex- 
uoined  the  '*  Report  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
&iverB,'*made  by  General  Bernard,  and  Major  Totten 
it  Uie  En^neer  Corps,  which  is  printed  in  the  third 
rolume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted  by  the  Presi- 
ient  during  the  second  session  of  the  Seventeenth 
i^ongress. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  committee  have  as- 
Wrtained  tiiat  theiv  are,  between  the  fidls  and  the 
Bouth,  twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  w)^h 
«nder  it  impassable  by  steamboati^  during  six 
nmtfas  of  the  year ;  and  that  six  of  tiiese  ban^  at 
he  knrett  stages,  predude  the  passage  cf  all  vessels 
hawing  three  feet  of  water.  To  the  ban  last  men- 
Mined  our  attention  has  been  particularly  directed ; 
Mlieving  it  to  be  the  better  poUoy  to  leave  the  falls, 
It  Louisville,  and  the  miyority  of  the  bars,  to  be 
comprehended  in  some  more  extensive  scheme  of  in- 
enial  improvement. 

The  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fall  within  the 
u^  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
Dwmg  descriptions,  viz : 

Ist.  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below  Flint  Island,  tiie 
iver  is  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  of  about  1,200 
'Uda  in  length  ;  for  tiie  distance  of  8<M>  yards 
here  are  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water;  for  240 
wds,  but  two  feet;  and  for  the  remaining  diatanoe 
f  eOO  yards  tiiree  and  a  half  feet.  The  shoalest 
lait  is  also  the  nanrowest^  the  breadlh  beiDg  about 
Myacda. 

8d.  Two  miles  above  French  Island,  there  is  a 
and-bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which 
|Qly  from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  are  to  be 
bimd. 

Sd.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long ; 
he  channel  fiffy  yards  wide  ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
rater  two  and  a  half  feet. 

ith.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consistB  of  two 
Mrts,  one  of  compact^  and  the  other  of  moving  sand. 
Che  length  of  the  bar  is  150  yards;  the  breadth  of 


the  channel  about  40  yards;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  is  two  and  a  half  feet 

5th.  Below  Willow  Island  ^  the  Mississippi 
Bend)  is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is 
100  yards;  and  the  breadth  of  the  channel  about 
50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smithland,  and  below 
Cumberland  Island,  there  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand ; 
its  lengdi  is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it  two 
feet 

In  addition  to  the  impediments  above  described, 
there  is  another  of  a  different  kind,  which  deserves 
to  be  mentioned,  viz :  On  the  right  side  of  the  river, 
n>elow  the  mouth  of  Deer  Creek,)  about  fifteen  yards 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  parallel 
with  the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifteen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  its  lowest 
stage.  In  times  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few 
feet  of  water,  b  very  dangerous,  and  can  only  be 
avoided  by  accident  or  by  skilful  pilotage. 

The  most  eligible  means  of  producing  the  uniform 
depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  is 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  CorpS| 
already  referred  to,  viz :  the  construction  of  dykes, 
which,  by  oonfining  the  current  to  a  particular  chan- 
nel, will  necessarily  swell  the  volume,  and  increase 
the  depth  of  the  water.  These  dykes  are  ordinarily 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  with  foioe  into  the 
bed  of  the  stream,  and  strongly  wattled  together ; 
the  spaces  between  the  rows  being  filled  with  such 
rough  and  flat  paving-^tonee  as  the  neighborhood 
can  supply.  The  piles,  being  elevated  a  little  above 
bw  water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or 
general,  pass  over  them  without  ii\juxy.  As  the 
dykes  must  extend,  with  the  exception  c^  the  duioe, 
quite  across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole  when 
added  together,  may  be  Cbtimated  at  about  four  miles 
and  a  hafil  The  expense  of  thia  improvement  will  be 
veiy  inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  perma- 
nent benefits  which  must  flow  tram  it  to  the  industri- 
ous and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  Uie  shores 
of  this  great  river,  and  its  tributary  streams,  and 
have  no  other  vent  for  the  bulky  productions  of  their 
industry. 

The  danger  arising  firam  the  rock  below  the 
mouth  of  Deer  Creek,  should,  in  our  opinion,  bo 
averted,  by  the  erection  of  a  beacon  upon  it,  of  sofii- 
cient  elevation  to  be  always  visible  above  the  highest 
floods. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 
embarrass  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  These 
arise  from  the  Impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the  al- 
most entire  absence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  from  St 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Hence,  its  constant  effort  to 
change  its  course ;  and  hence  the  frequent  submer- 
sion of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  wjth  trees  of  the 
most  gigantic  growth.  Of  the  trees  which  are  thus 
precipitated  into  the  river,  some  are  borne  off  by  the 
stream ;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masses, 
where  they  form  what  are  called  "  rafts ;  **  others 
become  fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
whilst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surface} 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concealed 
below  it  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  preserve  an 
immovable  position,  they  are  called  "  planters  ;*" 
but  when  they  play  up  and  down  with  restless  vibn^ 
tion,  now  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  streami,  and 
again  rebounding  from  beneath  it,  ^ey  are  called 
"  sawyoa" 
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ThMe  tonrible  obstacles  have  been  the  eaaeea  of 
much  calamitj  to  the  people  of  the  West.  To  saj 
nothing  of  the  awfnl  oocasion  which  consigned,  in 
the  brief  space  of  five  minntes,  a  large  number  of  hn- 
man  beings  on  board  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  to  a 
wateiy  grave ;  to  saj  nothing  of  a  thousand  similar 
accidents,  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  horror,  the 
annual  loss  of  propert7  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  which  is 
hAzarded  upon  the  river.  But  can  these  difficulties 
be  removed  ?  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt  Between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge,  there  are  now  fewer  rafts, 
planters,  and  sawyers,  than  formerly;  and  between 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans,  they  are  rarely  to  be 
seea  Below  Baton  Rouse  the  forest  has  been  sue- 
oeeded  by  cultivated  fiel£,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
river  to  encroach  upon  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by 
artifidal  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we 
are  aware,  will  never  be  attempted  for  commercial 
purposes  alone.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro- 
prietors of  the  shores,  for  their  own  securify  and  ad- 
vantage, we  are  to  look  for  the  consummation  of  this 
desirable  improvement,  by  its  extension  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely 
practicable,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the 
aid  of  suitable  machinery,  to  raise  the  trees  which 
now  obstruct  the  channel,  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first 
mstance,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries ;  and  it 
may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all 
similar  impe^ments  which  may  intervene.  But  when 
the  forests  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam- 
boats, or  for  the  immense,  and  still  augmenting  con- 
sumption of  New  Orleans,  these  frightful  and  for- 
midable enemies  of  Western  enterprise  will  gradually 
disappear,  until  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  '*  a  sawyer,  a 
planter,  or  a  raft,"  above  Baton  Rouge,  as  it  is  noi^ 
to  find  one  below  it. 

The  committee  have  had  access  to  no  data  which 
could  enable  them  to  determine,  with  accuracy,  the 
probable  expense  of  the  improvements  above  sug- 

Sested.  Indeed,  the  very  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
erfaaking  forbids  the  application  of 'any  ordinary  rule 
of  calculation.  Your  committee  would,  however, 
suggest  the  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into 
precincts,  and  tnat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinct, 
binding  each  by  contract  to  perform  the  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him ;  and  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  improvements  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  T^xeasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Which  is  respectflilly  submitted. 

The  Tarijf  BUl^Iran. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports — 

Mr.  FuLUCB,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
discossion  to-day,  by  a  motion  to  strike  ont 
from  the  first  section  so  mnch  as  imposes  a 
duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents  per  cwt. 
on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  by 
rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Fullbb  ob- 
served that  iron  was  an  artide  of  far  more  gen- 
eral importance  than  cotton  bagging  or  wheat,  | 


which  had  recently  oooajNed  so  mneh  tflolaL 
Every  man  in  the  United  States,  of  wbitont 
occupation,  was  more  or  leas  interated  ii«^ 
taining  the  best  quality,  at  the  bvat  pu 
In  every  village  a  blaclramith  was  an  tftisBii> 
dispensable  a&ke  to  the  ftnner  and  tb  » 
chanic;  and  in  the  mannikotDriDg  cildbS4 
ments  of  cotton  and  wool,  a  laige  eoma^tia 
of  iron,  in  macbinenr,  was  aDnuUy  oeoaai^. 
To  every  fiirmer  and  mechanio,  tiieRfac,  ■! 
Mr.  F.,  this  increased  duty  will  cnae  t  vt 
responding  increase  of  price  for  their  sfb* 
ments  of  husbandry,  and  of  their  nspsA^ 
mechanic  arts.  But  of  all  the  dsasasoftk 
community  who  must  feel  the  pr»anoffli 
new  burden,  the  ship-builder  must  saSetnai 
The  average  tonnage  of  the  United  Stated  ■> 
the  year  1810,  is,  probably,  in  round  noiite^ 
at  least  one  million  three  hundred  thnnl 
tons ;  of  which  at  least  one-t«ith,  lij  tm 
estimates  one-seventb,  is  the  annual  diim&ilai 
by  marine  losses  or  decay ;  conseqnentlj,  tt 
amount  must  be  annually  replaced  oy^^ 
builders.  Four  tons  of  iron  in  eveiy  haM 
tons,  one-tenth,  to  take  the  smallest  no^ 
of  shipping  necessary  to  replace  the  azunal » 
sumption,  amounts  to  five  thousand  two  ba- 
dred  tons  of  iron  annually  onployed  in  # 
building,  upon  which  the  proposed  dotf  aoo^ 
to  $116,500,  which  is  more  than  the  pn^ 
duty  by  $38,838,  a  very  great  additioD  toi 
butden  already  as  much  as  can'  be  ss^aaai 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  rauail  M 
while  the  burden  of  the  new  duty  is  to<3» 
sive  with  the  United  SUtes,  the  benefit  iiDsi^ 
ed  to  result  from  it  will  be  confined  to  od1j«| 
or^o,  at  most  to  three,  of  the  States;  turn 

freater  part  will  be  confined  to  the  Still* 
Pennsylvania  alone.  Moat  sinoere^  do  I  m 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  citizenaof  that  rapediM 
State  could  have  all  they  ezpeot,  and  atf^/ 
it  could  be  accorded  to  them  withoat  th»* 
mense  sacrifice  by  the  citizens  of  the  w 
States.  It  is  true,  there  are  iron  manafiM^ 
in  other  States,  but  we  have  ktely  heirdJj» 
the  honorable  Speaker,  that  those  in  the  W 
em  States  need  no  protection ;  and  thoeeia  v 
Northern  States  are  satisfied,  as  &r  ts  I  <"**' 
formed,  with  the  present  duty.  . 

Mr.  BuoHANAK,  of  PennsjdTania,  w»*JJ; 
Mr.  FuixEB.    He  said  that  the  duty  npos^ 
iron,  according  to  the  «3^Mtingtad5^.f»v 
per  ton.    This  bill  pr(^>oee8  to  incpeiip  tf  • 
$22  50— and  the  question  for  the  oaaaam^ 
decide,  was  the  policy  of  this  measor* 

It  has  been  contended,  said  Mr.  ^j^"j , 
gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts,  Qb.  '^^J 
that  bar  iron  might  be  considered  tt«5lfJ. 
raw  material    If  that  gentlemaa  ioteod^ 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  DMU^ofectore  tf  *■ 
article  requires  but  little  capital,  he  is^ 
mistaken.    The  man  who  expects  to  pw»J^ 
it  with  success,  ought  not  only  to  P<>**  J  ^ 
siderable  active  capital,  but  a  l^^j*J^^ 
land  covered  with  tamber.    Before  t»  «V 
manufiactured  into  bar  iron,  it  jid^^^ 
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distmot  processes,  at  different  fiEMtories.  At  the 
furnace  it  is  oonyerted  into  pig  metal,  which, 
in  the  forge,  is  mannfactnred  into  bar  iron. 
Ihese  factories  are  generally  distinct,  and  each 
of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  If^  therefore, 
yon  suffer  the  manufactories  of  iron  to  be  de- 
stroyed, and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to  be 
Averted  into  other  channels,  it  will  be  difScult 
to  restore  them,  when  the  necessities  of  the 
country  may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ful- 
Uffi)  has  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Pennsylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition.   It  is  true,  said  Mr.  5.,  that  a  few  of 
.the  ironmasters,  who  had  acquired  sufficient 
wealtii  to  survive  the  general  wreck  in  ^hich 
a  Ittrge  proportion  of  that  class  of  our  citizens 
has  been  involved,  have  been  able  to  support 
themselves.    This,  however,  has  been  the  case 
only  with  respect  to  those  who  reside  at  some 
distance  from  the  seacoast,  and  in  a  neighbor- 
hood in  which  there  is  a  demand  for  aU  the 
iron  they  can  manufacture.    Foreign  iron,  be- 
fore it  can  come  into  competition  with  theirs, 
must,  in  addition  to  the  present  duty,  pay  the 
expense  of  transportation  into  the  country. 
Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin  of  rival  manufac- 
turers, and  by  the  consequent  destruction  of 
domestic  competition  withm  their  sphere,  have 
become  the  monopolists  of  their  neighboring 
markets.    In  this  manner,  the  farmer  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  inuch  greater  price  for  his  iron, 
than  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  the  Government  would  recall 
into  existence  those  rival  manufactories  which 
have  sunk  under  its  neglect    What,  Mr.  Ohair- 
man,  is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers 
residing  in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlan- 
tio  cities  ?    As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is 
reversed.    In  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  their 
iron,  they  are  compelled  to  incur  the  expense  of 
tnudsporting  it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into 
competition  with  that  from  Russia  and  Swe- 
den.    Such   ironmasters,  under  tlie   present 
tariff^  must  mevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  should 
continue  in  the  business.     They  would   lose 
upon  every  ton  of  «r6n  which  they  manufac- 
tore.    The  consequence  has  been,  that  most  of 
them,  in  this  ritnaaon,  have  been  compelled  to 
stop. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  the  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges  in 
motive  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
prosperous  themselves,  but  they  spread  proa- 
peri^  around  them.  These  manufactories  pre- 
sent^ the  best  and  surest  market  to  the  ne^^h- 
iKxring  country,  for  the  products  of  agriculture. 
^Thua,  they  diffused  wealth  among  the  people, 
xnoney  circulated  freely,  and  the  manu&cturer 
And  the  farmer  were  equally  benefited. 

The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents 
^k  melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have 
j  nat  described.    It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the 
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policy  of  that  country,  which  will  not  afford  a 
reasonable  protection  to  its  own  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decid- 
ed preference  in  its  markets.  Although  that 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  abounds  with  ore,  with 
wood,  and  with  water  power,  yet  its  manufac- 
tories generally  have  sunk  into  ruin,  and  exist 
only  as  standing  monuments  of  the  false  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  manufacturers  aud 
their  laborers  have  both  been  thrown  out  of 
employment,  aud  the  neighboring  farmer  is 
without  a  market. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
ment prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  drivins  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market. .  In  the  year  1819,  16,241  tons  of  for- 
eign hammered  iron  were  imported.  In  the 
year  1822,  it  had  increased  to  26,508  tons. 
What  it  was  during  the  last  year,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  with  precision,  but  I  am 
informed,  that  it  has  been  regularly  progressing 
in  the  same  proportion.  Thus,  we  perceive, 
that,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  the  in- 
crease has  been  more  than  ten  thousand  tons. 

Can  any  statesman,  said  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference  9  Is  it  the  policy  of 
this  nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed^  Can  any  gentieman  for  a  mo- 
ment sanction  such  an  opinion*?  No  nation  can 
be  perfectiy  independent^  which  depends  upon 
foreign  countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is 
an  article  equally  necessary  in  peace  and  in 
war.  Without  a  plentiful  supply  of  it,  we  can- 
not provide  for  the  common  aefence.  Can  we 
so  soon  have  forgotten  the  lesson  which  expe- 
rience taught  us,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain?  Our  foreign  supply  was  then 
cut  of^  and  we  could  not  manufacture  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  the  increased  domestic  de- 
mand. The  price  of  the  article  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agri- 
culturist were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum 
for  which  they  might  have  purchased  it,  had  its 
manufacture,  before  that  period,  been  encour- 
aged by  proper  protecting  duties.  We  cannot 
now  always  expect  to  remain  at  peace ;  and  the 
only  means  of  securing  to  ourselves,  in  time  of 
war,  an  abundant  supply  of  this  necessary  arti- 
cle, at  a  cheap  rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manu- 
facture, whilst  we  are  on  terms  of  friendship 
with  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bUl  for  the  manufacturers  of  iron? 
Not  a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentieman  from 
Massaohhsetts  (Mr.  Fullxb)  seems  to  suppose, 
which  will  exclude  foreign  iron  from  our  mar- 
ket. We  wish  only  to  infrise  into  our  own 
manufactures  sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to 
struggle  against  foreign  competition.  Protec- 
tion, not  prohibition,  is  our  object.  The  reve- 
nue whicn  the  counlry  at  present  derives  from 
foreign  iron  will,  for  several  years  at  least,  be 
increased  by  the  proposed  additional  duty ;  and 
at  the  same  time  a  most  important  branch  of 
our  domestic  industry  will  be  gradually  cher- 
ished.   For  the  proof  of  this  aasertion,  I  refer 
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to  the  opinion  advanced  b j  the  Seoretarj  of  the 
Treasuiy,  in  his  annual  report,  daring  the  last 
session,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  In  it  he 
distinctly  declares  "  that  the  duties  upon  glass 
and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon  all 
articles  composed  of  the  two  latter  matemLa," 
maj  be  increased,  **  with  a  view  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue.*^  His  report  during 
the  present  session  shows  that  he  still  entertains 
the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  im- 
portant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of 
new  duties,  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the 
Treasury.  Notwithstanding  the  siren  notes 
which  we  have  heard  on  this  floor  concerning 
the  prosperous  condition  of  our  revenue,  we 
know  tiiat  we  are  in  debt  about  ninety  millions 
of  dollars ;  a  great  part  of  which  will  become 
payable  before  our  ordinary  resources  will  ena- 
ble ua  to  extinguish  it  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  his 
opinion  that,  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
^  few  amendments,  it  would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
and  assist  in  enabling  us  to  discharge  our  na- 
tional debt  The  proper  occasion,  however, 
has  not  yet  arrived  for  such  a  general  investi- 
gation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iFon,  we  may 
fairly  infer,  from  the  history  of  its  i^pportation, 
that  the  proposed  addition  to  the  duty  will  in- 
crease the  revenue.  In  determining  this  ques- 
tion, we  should  inquire  whether  tiie  foreign 
importation  is  increasing  under  the  existing 
tariff;  and  if  so,  whether  slowly  or  rapidly. 
According  to  this  advance,  we  may  proportion 
the  additional  duty,  always  keeping  within  rea- 
sonable limits.  We  find  that  in  three  years  the 
increase  has  been  more  than  ten  thousand  tons. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  the  revenue 
will  be  augmented  until  the  quantity  imported 
shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at  present. 
No  person  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  suppose 
that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect  for 
many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 
of  only  17  60  per  ton.  It  will,  however,  afford 
them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  settled  policy  of  this  nation : 
a  policy  which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic 
manufactures,  never  loses  sight  of  the  great 
interests  of  agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the 
importation  of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fair- 
ly derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  de- 
gree be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its 'use  was 
universal,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union  would, 
therefore,  contribute  their  fair  proportion.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  by  observing,  that  tnere  was  no 
item  in  the  bill  which  had  fairer  claims  to  be 
retained  than  the  article  of  iron. 


Monday,  March  1. 

Death  of  Mr.  BaU. 
As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read, 
Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 


Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  perform  a  pnMii 
melancholy  duty.    It  is  to  announce  tibeU 
of  my  friend  and  oolieagaes,  Wnxiix  LbBio, 
a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Tvm, 
On  yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  t»ai 
him  from  this  scene  of  saffeaing  and  trial  »ib 
abode  of  the  blessed !    The  awful  stOhn  wi 
gloom  which  pervade  this  EUH,  produD,  bsi 
strongly  than  any  effort  of  mine  cooMda^tii 
loss  which  we  have  sustained  I    In  askisf  ;■ 
to  pay  this  last  tribute  to  the  memory  imie- 
tues  of  my  deceased  friend,  what  esn  1  flf  t 
add  to  the  strong  and  deep  sympathy  visit 
so  generally  and  kindly  manifested  tiaa^ 
this  House  ?    He  was  known  to  yon  aO,  ledlf 
all  respected,  esteemed,  and  beloved.  1  bv 
him  well,  for  he  was  the  early  oompiiM  i 
my  youth,  and  the  friend  of  my  nsM 
There  was  nothing  dazzling  in  his  cbaneMLt 
sMning  in  action,  but  his  march  through  B 
was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  Tinau!  & 
was  characterized  by  a  stiong  and  notieiafc 
by  generous  and  godlike  feeli^^;  by  t  b^ 
ness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  bytlBK 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow-men,  wIdc^* 
the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  tav 
him.    It  might  with  troth  be  said  of  bfflLl^ 
he  was  without  fear  and  reproach.   Snek* 
the  man  whose  loss  we  deplore,  and  ^ 
spirit  has  fled  forever!     Peace  to  hbi^ 
and  would  to  God  it  could  have  been  »  ^ 
that  they  might  have  mingled  with  those  tfi 
fathers  I    I  offer  the  following  resolntioK: 

The  House  having  been  infonned  of  the  M^ 
William  Lee  Ball,  a  BepreaentatiTe  km  <h  ^ 
of  Yiigixua,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  fejiMJ 
a  man  whoae  public  and  private  viztaet  eodSP 
him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  doM* 
render  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  hb  raemay 

Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  appomtedftv 
order  for  superintending  his  fumeraL  , 

Resolved,  That  the  memben  of  this  Hoi*  * 
testify  their  respect  for  the  menaoiy  of  WHlaB  U 
Ball,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  ann  fo  tbe  P* 
mainder  of  the  session.  _, 

Retolved,  That  the  members  will  attend  ikf^ 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to-monow  wae^* 
12  o'clock.  • 

The  resolves  having  been  iJnammoB^r  t^ 
to,  the  House  acyourned. 


TussDAT,  March  2. 
The  House  met,  and  a^ouraed  for  th<P^ 
pose  of  affording  the  memb»«  an  tfl**^ 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  WnxJAV^ 
Ball. 


WSDNESDAT,  Mstdl  S. 

Boad  m  the  Territory  lif  Muikig*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RioHAsn,  oflCcfcjg^ 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  we«  i^* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  '^P^ 
a  blQ  to  authorize  the  sarveyiog  and  mm 
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oad  from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiac,  in  the 
ountj  of  Oaklaojl  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  Lake  or  Michigan  or  to  Chicago. 


THUB8DAT,  March  4. 

VaeGifuUion. 

Mr.  Gazlat,  from  the  committee  appointed 
»n  the  9th  nltimo,  on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James 
(mith)  made  a  report,  accompanied  hy  a  hill  to 
mconrage  vaccination ;  which,  hj  leave  of  the 
loiifle,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ed  to  a  Committee  of  die  Whole.  The  report 
3  afl  follows : 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  ttates  tha^  the 
mallpoz  18  now  spreading,  to  a  very  alarming  ex- 
eat, to  moflt  of  the  great  dties,  and  to  many  other 
Mfta  of  the  United  Staten;  and  that  beside  the 
lalamities  immediately  attendant  on  the  disease,  it 
lecessarily  suspends  and  intermpts  oommeroe  and 
nteroonrse  between  di£Buent  portions  of  the  Union. 
Po  arrest  the  progress  of  this  scourge,  and  to  pre- 
nent  its  future  appearance,  the  memorial  recom- 
nends  the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  for  the 
7nited  States,  and  local  agents  in  the  several  Con- 
{reasional  districts,  to  whom  the  general  agent  shall 
It  all  times  furnish  the  real  vaccine  matter,  free  of 
wetage.  The  memorial  also  contains  much  detail 
m  the  nature  and  distbgnishable  character  of  the 
naceine  from  the  smallpox  or  variolous  disease.  It 
dso  asserts  that  medical  skUl  is  not  required  for  the 
iffectnal  and  safe  application  of  the  vapcine  matter; 
hat  this  process  may  be  performed  by  any  person. 
)iit  that,  to  insure  confidence  and  success  in  the 
raccine  ^stem,  gnat  ean^  attenHon^  and  ea^periefics, 
ure  necessary  in  obtaining  and  preserving  the  tnu 
nccme  matter,  or  crusts,  aod  that  if  it  be  not  pure,  no 
vlianoe  can  be  placed  on  it  as  a  guard  against  the 
imallpox.  To  this  point  much  evidence,  drawn 
h>ni  practice  and  long  obsenration,  is  set  forth :  also 
nnch  evidence  tending  to  show  its  ample  protective 
diaracter  when  pure. 

In  a  paper  accompanying  the  memorial,  Dr.  Smith 
laa  furnished  statements,  with  extracts  of  letters^ 
iod  a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  tending  to  show 
hat  the  unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough  was 
he  result  of  some  wanton  interference  wiUi  his  letter 
tfid  directions,  after  they  were  by  him  enclosed,  and 
before  they  reached  Dr.  Ward.  That  Dr.  Ward  is 
nolined  tp  the  belief  of  this  fact,  and  made  the  first 
nggestion  of  it  in  April,  1822. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  the 
infortnnate  occurrence  at  Tarborough,  nor  do  they 
lee  aa  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  commia- 
(Ion  to  those  who  were  publicly  engaged,  and  of 
ionrae  the  first  to  he  made  responsible,  as  to  some 
lecxet  hand  not  responsible.  They  beg  leave  to  sng- 
^a  .the  propriety  and  public  necessity  for  paying 
tome  respect  and  attention  to  the  general  sentiment, 
¥hich  prevails  throughout  the  civilixed  world,  in 
Ravor  of  the  preventive  power  of  die  vaccine  disease 
igainst  the  smallpox;  and  that  to  obtain  seouri^ 
'rom  the  latter,  which  so  materially  a£Eeots  both  li& 
ind  our  maritune  relations,  cannot  be  less  than  a 
lational  object  They  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill, 
ind  with  that  \iew  offer  the  following  resolution : 

JUsolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the 
nbject  of  vaccination  have  leave  to  report  a  bilL 


The  Tariff  BUI— WoolleM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  die  hill,  hy  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  im- 
ported woollen  cloths  on  which  a  duty  of  thir- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  he  im- 
posed, from  eighty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and 
striking  out  the  subsequent  clause,  which  fixes 
the  minimum  for  flannels,  haizes,  and  other  nn- 
milled  woollen  cloths  (except  carpets  and  hlan- 
kets)  at  forty  cents. 

Mr.  Mastindale,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
amendment  He  said  that  the  friendjs  of  the  hill 
were  taken  by  surprise  hy  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character 
of  the  hill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant and  Qiost  valuable  parts.  The  lahor  of 
the  country,  formerly  occupied  in  commerce 
and  agriculture,  has,  by  the  reduction  of  those 
great  national  interests,  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy, and  wants  occupation.  No  manufacture 
aids  the  farmer  more  than  those  the  staple  of 
which  consists  of  wool,  a  product  easily  nused. 
easily  extended,  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
which  we  have  mechanics  in  abundance.  He 
hoped  the  Chairman,  and  the  friends  of  the  billf 
would  act  on  the  conviction  of  theur  own  judg- 
ment, and  not  by  yielding  to  that  of  others,  for 
the  sake  of  concilUition,  Jeopardize  or  sacrifice 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion. The  proposed  duty  would  not  operate  to 
nuise,  but  to  diminish  the  price,  as  a  similar 
duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This  was 
a  sort  of  iaibno  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  market. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
item,  now  proposed  to  be  altered,  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bill.  Its  eflTect  would  be  to 
raise  the  pilce  to  the  consumer  without  bene- 
fiting the  manufacturer.  He  suggested  a  modi- 
fication of  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  by  which  the 
minimum  would  be  left  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Tod  thought  there  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  meinbers  on  this 
part  of  the  bill  but  by  taking  a  vote.  He  cer- 
Uunly  had  no  wish  to  see  this  clause  stricken 
out ;  but  he  had  made  the  motion  in  consequence 
of  an  assurance  g^ven  him  by  several  leading 
members,  now  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that,  if 
this  feature  were  removed,  they  would  support 
the  residue,  and  he  widied  the  friends  of  the 
plan  to  remember  that  a  bill  which  attained 
oidy  a  part  of  the  object  desired,  and  which 
passed  the  House,  was  better  than  a  bill  of  the 
most  finished  and  perfect  form  that  did  not 
pass. 

ifr.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  this  amendment  should  have  proceed- 
ed from  the  honorable  Chairman  against  his 
own  better  Judgment.  It  certainly  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  most  important  item  in  the  whole 
bin.     He  believed  the  country  is  fhlly  able  to 


676 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


7%€  Tarif  BiU-^Wooikm. 


[KAim,m 


raise  all  the  wool  it  needs.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion would  be  withdrawn.  If  it  was  intended 
as  a  compromise  with  the  opoonents  of  the  bUl^ 
the  honorable  Chairman  mignt  find  that,  while 
he  won  over  a  few  of  them  to  his  side,  he  at 
the  same  time  lost  manj  of  those  who  were  now 
its  supporters. 

Mr.  Batuss,  of  Hassachnsetts,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
not  believe  this  oonntrj  possessed  (at  least  not 
at  present)  the  ci^acity  to  raise  its  own  wool ; 
ana,  if  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it 
from  abroad.  He  thought  the  auty  left  by  the 
amendment  would  be  sufficient  to  Keep  out  of 
the  country  those  fabrics  which  the  gentlemen 
had  described  as  made  of  woollen  rags  ground 
up,  and  which  would  scarce  endure  a  puff  of 
wind  without  falling  to  pieces.  The  mmimum 
at  forty  cents  wouldin  his  opinion,  be  sufficient 
for  the  present.  We  must  attain  a  maTimnm 
by  degrees. 

Mr.  MoEJQc  went  into  a  calculation  in  figures, 
and  insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the 
importation  of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the 
revenue  would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  the  minimum  at  forty  cents 
was  equal  to  seventy-three  per  cent. ;  what  more 
was  wanted  for  a  protection? 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported 
the  amendmeut^  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself 
and  calculated  to  promote  a  spint  of  mutual 
conciliation.  The  present  duty  on  woollen 
goods  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem-^the 
bill  would  raise  it  to  thirty-^ee  and  a  third. 
The  minimum  proposed  by  the  amendment  is 
forty  cents  per  square  yard;  a  yard  of  coarse 
baize  costs  eight  pence  sterling  j  the  ad  valorem 
dutv,  as  amended,  is  equal  to  eighty  per  cent. ; 
wiuiout  the  amendment,  it  will  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  thirtv  per  cent.  He  though  we 
were  not  yet  ready  for  a  prohibitory  duty  on 
coarse  woollens;  to  which  article  die  argu- 
ments from  coarse  cottons  did  not  apply,  because 
cotton  was  abundant — ^wool  was  not  The 
amount  imported  la9t  year  was  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds — worth  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going  too 
rapidly,  in  pressing  the  svstem,  we  shall  iigure 
both  tiie  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  If 
the  raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  op- 
pose any  reduction  of  the  minimum;  but  at 
present  he  should  advocate  the  amendment 

Mr.  Tod  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  had  used  the  greatest  diligence 
in  collecting  information,  not  only  from  the 
members  of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in 
various  classes  of  the  community,  whose  inter- 
ests were  involved  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
bill.  Some  doubt  existed  as  to  the  point  at 
which  the  minimum  on  coarse  woollens  ought 
to  be  fixed.  And  the  committee  were  unwill- 
ing, by  going  too  feu:,  to  risk  the  popularity 
of  the  bUl,  and  therebv  jeopardize  its  success. 
But,  as  several  of  its  friendiB  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  have  time  for  fkirther  deliberation, 
he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  amendment 


Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  amend  the  itaxi 
of  the  bill  by  ma]dng  Uie  azmiial  wenati 
duty  on  unmanufactDred  wool  more  gaUl 
and  by  adding  a  proviso  ^^That  all  vod,:b 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  ishea  » 
ported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  ps  pM 
shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteeapcrMl 
ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  o(»ninittee  hidkiai 
that  objections  ensted  to  this  parteftkki. 
both  among  the  manufacturecs  aodtheran!^ 
sheep.  It  appeared  that  a  ooaner  vool  n 
wanted  than  any  raised  in  this  oofaatij^kk 
particular  kind  of  coarse  goods,  (oegro  dodi 
&C.,)  and  that  that  species  of  wool  may  be  fa- 
cured  sometimes  for  eight  and  someHmaB  m  liv 
as  ax  cents  a  pound,  while  the  lowtft  pdai 
American  cost  twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  MoEdc,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  n3- 
ing  of  a  memorial  from  Germantown  m  ds 
subject ;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Olabk,  of  New  York,  madeaooDeiaaik 
which  the  reporter  was  not  fortonate  €iD#ft 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  Ingham  advocated  the  smeodmaL  & 
hoped  this  coarse  wool  would  not  be  exziiU 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  lane  ui^ 
of  additional  spindles,  without  in  the  least  b^ 
fering  with  our  native  prodnets ;  a  wXS»i 
pounds  were  imported  the  last  year,  c^ 
from  South  America,  with  which  consitiyl 
was  our  interest  to  cherish  a  commerdai  oJt 
nection,  as  she  furnishes  a  market  for  vmji 
our  manufiEustures,  and,  if  she  can  reton  ^ 
native  productions  for  them,  will  contmoBi^ 
increase  her  demand.  He  thought  this  sorts 
wool  had  better  be  freed  from  duty  akoee^ 
— ^at  all  events,  it  was  better  that  we  am 
import  it  in  a  raw  state  than  in  a  mann&etaa 
form. 

Mr.  FoBWABD  stated  that  large  quantitisa 

wool  were  raised  in  his  district;  and  h»  W 

at  first,  been  under  the  impresuon  i^^ 

constituents  would  be  benefited  by  tiie  itaaa 

the  bill,  without  any  alteration  or  j^otbo;  W 

he  had  reason  to  change  that  opinion,  sad  it 

advocated  the  amendment    TheOommit»J 

Manufactures  had,  since  the  bfll  was  under » 

cussioD,  obtained  a  mass  of  informatioB  frd&s 

parts  of  the  country,  sent  up  by  those  aboity 

be  affected  by  the  various  parts  of  it,  whiebla^ 

on  several  points,  materially  chaDged  the  <f^ 

ions  of  the  committee,  and  would  lead  to  a^ 

tions  for  corresponding  changes  in  the  bflL  I» 

fine.wdol  imported  from  some  parts  of  Geettg 

competes  with  our  own ;  but  this  ooane  w« 

brought  from  Smyrna  and  South  Amcritt^ 

not;  it  is  of  a  quite  different  qn*I»^T  "^^J 
be  bought  at  about  nine  cents  a  poand.    m^ 

in  favor  of  eventually  exduding  fore^  »«■» 
but  it  must  be  done  by  degrees.  Alazge  w 
sudden  duty  will  break  down  Aeman^tw 
Mr.  LivBBMOBE  then  rose.  Heswd^^ 
a  character  in  the  Eastern  part  ci  the  Cm*  i 
known  by  the  name  of  the  New  Eagiandto^ 
whose  voice  he  wished  might  be  heard  on  m 
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present  qnestion.  When  the  bill  appeared,  he 
iiad  looked  over  it  with  anxiety  to  see  what  nad 
)een  done  for  that  character,  and  he  found  only 
«wo  items  in  it  to  compensate  him  for  aU  the 
"est ;  these  were  the  daty  on  wool  and  the  daty 
)n  tallow.  As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry  to  hear 
^at  wool  mean  enongh  conld  not  be  raised  in 
this  country.  For  himself,  he  should  conclude 
iiatthe  better  the  wool  the  better  would  be  the 
irticle  made  out  of  it.  Gentlemen,  who  under- 
stand manufactures,  tell  us  that  the  amendment 
Brill  benefit  the  farmer,  because  he  cannot  make 
nrool  mean  enough ;  but  if  you  will' only  pro- 
ject the  growth  of  wool  by  duties,  any  quantity 
>f  it  can  be  raised.  It  is  a  product  easily  ex« 
tended.  The  amount  might  be  doubled  in  two 
^ears,  and  where  you  raise  fine  wool  you  raise 
soarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Exclude  the  coarse 
3ad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you  will  soon  have 
i  better  article.  It  is  said  the  coarse  must  be 
mported  because  we  can^t  raise  it ;  but  what 
g^as  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was  under  dis- 
SBSsion?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
x>ld  us  ihey  can^t  make  it  because  it  sells  for 
>Qly  eighty  dollars  a  ton.  and  he  wants  to  raise 
he  price  to  $140 ;  but  tne  same  argument  will 
ipply  to  wool.  There  are  memorials  against 
;he  duty,  from  men  who  raise  a  great  many 
)heep,  but  they  are  men  who  own,  at  the  same 
;ime,  large  manufacturing  establishments,  and 
;ake  on  themselves  the  name  of  farmers,  just 
ks  another  dass  of  manufacturers  take  upon 
hem  the  name  of  merchants.  The  cities  to  the 
Eastward  are  fiill  of  them.  They  are  capital- 
sts;  that  is  their  proper  name.  They  put  their 
noney  into  whatever  will  bring  them  the  best 
*eturns.  But  these  were  not  to  be  heard  on  tiie 
nterests  of  the  farmer.  To  him  this  tariff  is  a 
Htter  pill.  Do  give  him  a  little  gold  on  the 
>at8ide,  just  to  cover  it,  and  take  off  some  of 
Jie  bitter  taste.  The  people  in  his  district 
^ould  make  carpets  at  their  nreside,  and  nobody 
complained  that  they  could  not  get  wool  mean 
enough.  If  labor  is  to  be  protected,  let  it  be 
>rotected.  Don't  give  it  a  less  market  than  it 
las  already.  Cities,  we  all  know,  stand  only  by 
commerce.  The  ground  on  which  they  stand 
s  often  good  for  little.  The  jpeat  city  of  Kew 
fork,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was  a 
ine  place  to  make  canals  on,  and  that  was  aD. 
^at  i^ew  York  consumes  200,000  barrels  of 
lour,  and  800,000  are  exported.  The  cities  fur- 
lish  a  market  for  the  farmer.  Oan  the  gentie- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania  conjure  Philadelphia 
nto  a  Manchester  and  New  York  into  a  Bir- 
ninghom?  Let  him  do  it.  Yet  it  was  not 
nanufactures  alone  which  supported  tiie  farmer. 
?1fty  or  sixty  thousand  families  were  occupied 
XL  the  fisheries — and,  reckoning  five  for  a  family, 
;hese  amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million.  They 
ill  eat  as  much  as  a  man  who  attends  a  cotton 
enny,  and  the  jenny  eats  none.  The  New 
Qngland  farmers  and  the  Pennsylvania  farmers 
isy  *-^  let  us  alone,"  except  so  far  as  your  bill  is 
ntended  for  revenue.  This.  Mr.  L.  insisted,  is 
jiie  legitimate  subject  for  consideration.    Gen- 


tlemen had  often  been  asked  how  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  was  to  be  supplied?  It  must  be 
either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.  Will  gentle- 
men say  they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax  ?  They 
will  say  no  such  thing ;  they  tell  us  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the  dis- 
ease has  grown  desperate.  I  don^t  like  this. 
One  object  of  the  Federal  Union  was  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States;  the  debts  were 
enormous,  and  this  new  Government  was  to 
pay  them.  Now,  we  are  told,  the  national  debt 
is  a  bagatelle.  Why  is  it  not  paid,  then  ?  -  It  is 
not  diminished  any.  I  would  give  more  for  a 
motto  uttered  some  time  ago,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bakdolph,)  than  for  all 
such  arguments.  *^  Pay  your  debts,''  said  he, 
and  his  words  fell  on  my  mind  with  great  force. 
Let  us  pay  first,  and  then  tamper  with  the  rev- 
enue ;  a  source  of  supply  that  calls  for  almost 
no  expenses  in  its  collection,  and  always  gives 
us  more  than  we  expect.  When  the  gentleman 
made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  littie  gilding 
from  the  pill  he  has  prepared  for  us,  I  could  not 
think  him  serious ;  yet  ne  appears  considerably 
so — ^I  hope  he  may  yet  recant.  His  argument 
seems  to  be  this — we  can't  get,  at  home,  coarse 
wool  at  the  present  price;  therefore,  let  us  get 
it  from  abroad,  and  not  ruse  the  price  when 
wool  is  now  about  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
ought  not  to  be  disguised,  that,  now-a-days, 
manufacturers  are  everybody,  and  everybody 
ebe  are  nobody.  This  is  the  case,  especially  in 
the  State  I  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they 
propose  practicable?  They  can't  do  it;  the 
poor  can't  protect  themselves  against  the  rich, 
against  the  weidthy  few ;  these  will  supply  what 
the  others  try  to  protect. 

'Hi,  Martindalb  could  not  agree  with  gentle- 
men who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not 
come  in  competition  with  our  own.  If  it  was 
now  used  where  our  own  would  be  used ;  if  this 
were  excluded,  then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does 
come  in  competition  with  ours. 

The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition. 
The  article  would  still  be  imported,  though  in 
less  quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately, 
and  that  was  just  what  the  agriculturist  wanted. 
It  was  to  him  we  ought  to  look,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  bill ;  bat  we  could  only  reach  him 
through  the  manufacturer.  Gentlemen  have 
^own  great  anxiety  lest  the  duty  should  injure 
the  poor.  Mr.  M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and 
an  advocate  of  the  poor ;  but  he  would  aid 
them  by  giving  them  employment;  if  the  duty 
should,  for  a  time,  increase  the  price  of  coarse 
woollen  goods,  it  would,  in  the  same  proportion, 
increase  the  employment  of  the  poor,  who  were 
to  buy  them.  But,  whose  voice  is  it  that 
speaks  on  this  fioor  for  the  poor  ?  The  voice  of 
the  capitaliaL  who  owns  large  fiocks  and  large 
factories.  He  fears  the  poor — the  popr  farmer 
and  the  poor  manufacturer  may  come  in  com- 
petition with  himself;  it  is  for  himself  he  speaks. 
mi,  M.  conndered  it  as  a  principle  of  universal 
truth  and  application,  that  where  the  prodno- 
ing  power  exists,  protecting  duties  will  cause 
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the  article  to  be  prodnced  cheaper  than  before. 
Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment,  seem 
now  to  foreet  the  policy  of  England,  which  is 
to  break  down  our  roanufactorea  hj  every 
practicable  means.  Will  she  regard  this  smafi 
duty?  No;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactures 
upon  us,  so  long  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any 
thing  more  than  the  duty.  It  is  time  to  protect 
our  farmera,  that  they  may  begin  a  system  of 
home  snpply.  It  is  at  the  beginning,  emphatic- 
ally, that  this  protection  is  needed.  Gentlemen 
say  we  must  not  tax  coarse  wool  because  we 
cannot  now  supply  the  demand;  but  we  are 
supplying  that  demand  with  a  substitute— we 
mix  cotton  in  the  woollen  fabrics,  and  this  is  a 
benefit  to  all  our  Southern  country.  Surely  it 
is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks  of 
the  farmer  to  buy  hia  cloth,  the  farmer  should 
ask  in  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take 
bis  wool. 

Mr.  Ikoham  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  nnder  debate.  With  deference,  he 
must  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  All 
of  the  members  have  an  interest,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  what  is  done  here,  whether  they  be 
merchants,  manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and 
they  were  justified  in  presenting  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  the  several  interests  which 
will  be  affected  by  its  acts.  He  made  this  remark 
as  a  general  one,  and  not  because  he  thought  tbe 
remark  of  the  honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied 
to  him,  when  he  said  that  there  was  a  combi- 
nation of  manufacturers  under  the  mask  of  wool 
growers.  He  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
article  of  wool,  as  he  owned  but  a  hundred 
Merino  sheep,  which  he  kept  more  for  amuse- 
ment than  profit  He  thought  it  the  interest 
of  the  consumer  that  the  dutv  should  be  reduced. 
The  only  effect  of  a  heavv  auty  on  coarse  wool 
would  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now  engaged  in 
manu&cturing  the  raw  material  into  coarse 
goods,  entirely  out  of  employment^  and  there 
were  not  less  than  ten  thousand  spindles  thus 
occupied  ?  Were  not  the  farmers  interested  in 
feedinff  this  body  of  men  ?  Where  manufactures 
flourish  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  OAMBBBLENa  Said  he  rose  merely  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Inoham,)  in  his  rejection  of  the  dutv 
on  wool.  He  says  that  this  inferior  wool  wiU 
not  be  rsised  in  the  country ;  and,  therefore,  it 
is  not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.  Now, 
if  this  \b  a  good  argument,  why  not  apply  it  to 
hemp?  The  Navy  Commissioners  cannot  use 
the  American  hemp,  because  it  is  bad ;  and  then, 
the  gentleman  says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  duty. 
How  can  both  these  arguments  stand  ?  He  now 
says,  if  a  duty  is  laid  on  coarse  wool,  a  different 
article  must  be  substituted.  Just  so  his  bill  will 
operate  in  the  article  of  linens — ^it  will  not 
lower  the  price  of  linens,  but  will  supply  their 
place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  IxroHAM  replied. — ^The  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  about  the  measure  proposed :  is  it  not 
strange  that  he  should  take  ttiis  occasion  to  find 


out  some  other  point  in  which  we  &i^ 
He  finds  that  some  argument  of  miDebsfr 
with  another  argument  brought  fomrdafii 
side,  (but  which  is  not  mine.)  He  then  asm 
that  I  used  it,  and  next  accuses  meof  ificcaai 
ency.  I  never  said  any  thing  about  tlte  k^ 
duty.  The  honorable  gentleman  seenB  kis^ 
to  assume  opinions  for  me. 

Mr.  Cobb  wished  that  the  question  ootbftn 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be  dirided 

The  Chaibman  proiioan<^  this  not  in  ok 

Mr.  Tbaot  then  moved  to  amend  the  aat 
ment,  by  substituting  eight  for  ten  oeoi^att 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported. 

Mr.  McKiM  opposed  this  alteration.— Ht  a 
that  no  wool  could  be  purchased  solovii^ 
cents — and  he  read  a  statement  of  thepcini 
which  the  article  had  been  imported.  HetMp^ 
the  object  of  the  mover  could  only  be  » AiiK 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Traot  said,  if  no  wool  oould  be  pird» 
ed  as  low  as  eight  cents,  he  should  tha  d«^ 
the  expediency  of  the  amendment  first  pn^ 
— ^in  that  case,  the  article  needed  no  eiec^ 
He  had  certainly  been  told  by  msDnteaia 
that  thev  sometimes  bought  it  at  «x  cenft 

Mr.  McKiM  explained. 

Mr.  McLans  believed  that  the  qoestiaa  n 
not  undertood.    If  the  bill  passes,  thedirrii 
the  raw  material  will  countervail  the  ds^  > 
foreign  goods— the  duty  will  come  on  the » 
sumer.    This  article  of  coarse  wool  onlj  couf 
the  fabric  of  negro  cloths.    That  dothiss^ 
made  out  of  wool  that  costs  from  ten  to  t«tfT 
cents  a  pound.    A  high  duty  will  ob^  * 
American  manufacturer  to  substitute  ft  ^ 
doth  for  the  coarse  article,  and  then  the  fo«i^ 
er  comes  in  and  supplants  him.   ItJst^ 
politic  to  tax  a  raw  material,  unless  to  eocoai? 
Its  growth  at  home.    But  this  kind  of  voolj 
not  produced  here — so  that^  under  p«<**" 
encouraging  manufactures,  yon  deprire  » 
manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  wlwt» 
is  to  work.    The  American  &rmer  rasa  »» 
from  a  mixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  tbe  ^ 
coarsest  of  it  costs  twenty  or  diirty  c«*^ 
the  foreign  is  raised  by  the  wandering  sh^as^ 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  boors  of  6vb» 
The  wool  is  essentially  inferior.    '^'^"J 
other  kinds  of  wool  raised  amongst  us,  vw 
ought  to  be  piptected— the  Merino,  the  cflooj 
and  that  of  the  mixed  breed.    He  wwjr 
one  fact  to  the  gentleman  from  Kev  i*^ 
(Mr.  Tbaot.)     It  has  been  stated  thit^ 
coarse  wool  costs  at  the  outside  tvea^^jj^ 
There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  leas  ths&t**^ 
five,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  <^^J^ 
whence  are  you  to  get  two  millions  rfp*^ 
of  this  coarse  wool?    It  wonld  w^^ 
hundred  thousand  sheep,  and  wonW  ^^ 
or  nine  years.    What  oeoomes  of  yoar  ■"■; 

fecturers  in  the  meanwhile?   Tb«y!JJ%£ 
and,  when  the  wool  oomee^  there  is  noMT 
wants  it.  ^ 

Mr.  HAMiLToir  said  he  rose  to  nub « |T 
observation,  and  ^ot  was,  to  oonrBMO^^ 
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ingnlar  attitude  of  the  question  before  the 
lommittee.  A  qaestion  which  had  changed 
he  relations  of  confederates,  and  now  pkoed 
Q  arraj  a  certain  class  of  agrionltnrists  with 
heir  old  friends,  the  manu&ctnrers.  In  the 
progress  of  the  bill,  there  had  been  certainly 
Jl  sorts  of  argnments.  Those  who  had  gone 
nto  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  pnrsnit  of  a 
netal  more  precious  than  gold — ^those  who  had 
bught .  valiantly  in  the  hempen-fields  of  the 
^est — ^and  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  now  see,  ao- 
lordinff  to  the  principles  of  the  compromise  of 
be  bill,  by  which  equivalents  in  different  quar- 
ers  were  to  be  arranged  and  modified^  why 
he  Northern  and  Western  agriculturists  were 
lot  also  entitled,  in  the  general  distribution  of 
he  booty,  to  their  gol^  JUeee.  It  was  cer- 
ainly  amusing  to  perceive  how  readily,  when 
lonvenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to 
he  whole  monopoly  of  the  bill,  could  be  adopt- 
id  by  the  gentlemen  advocating  the  interests 
fi  the  mltnufacturer.  Even  the  gentleman 
W>m  Delaware,  (Mr.  MgLanx,)  to  whom,  said 
iCr.  H.,  I  always  listen  with  instruction  and 
>leasure,  had  urged  in  favor  of  lowering  the 
luty  on  raw  wool,  those  very  reasons  which 
night  be  advanced  against  the  whole  policy 
»f  the  tariff.  But  the  gentleman  from  Fenn- 
lylvania,  the  bhairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
lfanufaotures«  had  employed,  for  the  reduction 
yf  the  duty  on  wool^  the  very  arguments  which 
lad  been  so  unavadioffly  enforced  for  the  re- 
luction  of  all  the  other  duties.  And  now, 
vhen  he  comes  out,  and  says  that  the  very 
luty  reported  by  himself  i^ould  be  reduced,  and 
proposes  an  amendment  to  his  own  bill,  does  he 
lot  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  previ- 
ously resisted?  This  gentleman  has,  through-* 
rat,  gone  upon  this  principle:  that  domestic 
>rudnction  will  be  commensurate  with  foreign 
)rohibition ;  but^  as  the  manufacturers  want 
¥ool  on  the  cheapest  terms,  on  reflection,  this 
orindple  will  not  apply  to  this  raw  materia], 
dthough  it  does  to  iron  and  hemp.  Now,  said 
iCr.  H.,  I  wish  to  know  why  it  will  not  apply  to 
vool?  When  the  foreign  supply  is  out  of^ 
rill  not  those  infinite  creations  of  domestic 
production  take  place,  which  the  gentlemen 
lave  predicted,  in  relation  to  other  articles? 
ICr.  H.  said  he  believed  that  fiocks  of  sheep 
K>uld  be  multiplied  with  the  same  facility  as 
ron  for^  and  hemp  factories,  and  the  argu- 
nent,  ii  worth  any  thing,  applied  as  well  to 
he  former  as  the  latter.  Mr.  H.  said  he  con- 
bssed  that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
leparate  claims  which  conflicting  monopolies 
night  put  in ;  he  had  risen  to  point  out  an  in- 
sonsistency  in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of 
•he  bill,  for  he  might  say,  that  in  voting  either 
tgunst  or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he 
save  his  suffrage  without  bias ;  for,  in  whatever 
iray  the  duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would 
i>e  unimportmit  to  the  interest  of  those  he  rep- 
ented; for,  if  the  duty  on  the  manufactured 
bbrio  was  retained,  the  planters  of  the  South 
RTould  make  their  own  dothing  for  their  alavesi 


for  the  manufacture  of  which,  the  materials, 
consisting  partly  of  wool  and  partly  of  cotton, 
were  to  be  found  in  abundance  in  the  interior 
economy  of  most  of  thdr  plantations — a  neces- 
sity to  which  grievous  duties  would  unques- 
tionably drive  tnem.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not 
but  be  surprised  at  the  unlooked-for  modera- 
tion and  generosity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  he  said, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  best 
reasons,  although  he  chose  to  keep  them  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Tod  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began 
again  to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  for  the 
whole  bill — ^for  all  the  taxes  come  to,  is  this : 
that  we  will  make  our  own  manufactures.  But 
that  gentleman  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
the  same  arguments  apply  to  wool  as  to  iron. 
The  sheep  which  produce  this  wool  are  raised 
in  a  country  that  is  always  warm,  and  they 
have  a  quite  different  covering  from  sheep 
which  live  in  a  northern  country,  or  any  coun- 
try where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a  cool 
season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool — and  though 
I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not  such  a 
friend  to  them  as  to  raise  them  in  q>ite  of  na- 
ture hersel£  I  shsdl  not  attempt,  by  protecting 
duties,  to  produce  whafo  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Tbact^s 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr. 
Tod  was  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wbdbssdat,  March  10. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Reduction  in  ^ 
ViploTnatic  Corpe, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  that  item  which  makes 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unneces- 
sarily great,  as  OhargSs  des  Affaires  might  be 
substituted  for  some  of  them  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service  and  wiUi  a  saving  of 
the  public  money,  and  we  should  thereby  avoid 
the  sacrifice  of  self-respect  now  arising  from 
our  sending  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  pow- 
ers who  send  no  Ministers  of  the  same  grade  to 
represent  them  at  this  Government — of  which 
number  were  our  Ministers  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  biU  until  farther  information  could  be 
obtained,  as  to  the  necesnty  or  e3q>edienoy  of 
such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  not, 
or  continued  where  thev  were. 

After  a  protracted  debate  on  the  subject,  the 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fobbtth^s  motion, 
and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  *^  li- 
ma,'' in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  Amer- 
ica. The  debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion, 
but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the  com- 
mittee rose. 
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The  members  who  took  part  ia  this  day^s 
debate,  were  Messrs.  MoLake,  Cockb,  Cush- 
icAN, .  Tatlok,  Shabpe,  Tsn  Eyck,  Mbboeb, 
Gazlat,  Whipple,  Fobstth,  MoCot,  Cook,  S. 
Wood,  and  LivurosTON. 


Thubsdat,  March  11. 

General  Ajppropriation  Bill — Beduetian  in  the 
ikphmatic  CorpB, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLanx,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  sapport  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824;  and  the  ques- 
tion still  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth, 
to  strike  out  the  word  Xtma,  in  that  section  of 
the  bill  which  provides  the  means  of  sending 
Ministers  to  the  Republics  of  South  America, 
the  debate  of  yesteniay  was  renewed,  and  be- 
came, in  some  degree,  extended  to  the  consider- 
ation of  our  general  relations  with  the  South 
American  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Fobstth,  Tatlob.  MoLanb,  Tbucblb, 
Flotd,  and  Mallabt,  ana  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WlCXLIFFB,    StOBBS,    BUCHAIIAK,    LiVINOBTON, 

FuLLBB,  and  MoKdc 

Messrs.  Babtlett,  Siblet,  and  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, also  spoke,  but  only  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  or  of  communicating  facts,  and  not 
directly  taking  part  in  the  debate. 

The' motion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Lima 
was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was 
unnecessary,  as  a  Charg^  des  Affiures  or  a  Con- 
sul might  answer  every  purpose.  A  Charg^ 
des  Affaires  had  been  appointed  last  year,  ajld 
no  change  had  since  occurred  to  render  a  Min- 
ister necessary;  that  we  have  no  evidence 
that  the  Government  of  Peru  does,  or  ever  has, 
desired  the  residence  of  a  Minister  from  this 
Government ;  that  it  cannot  be  of  any  service 
to  the  interests  of  Peru ;  that,  when  the  Re- 
public of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition  of 
ner  independence  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  galleries  of 
tills  House,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him 
to  set  a  foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that^  too,  even 
after  the  independence  of  Colombia  was  fully 
ascertained.  But  the  independence  of  Peru 
was  not,  to  this  hour,  officially  recognized,  if^ 
indeed,  it  were  fully  established — and  no  Minis- 
ter had  been  sent  from  that  Government  here. 
That  before  Ministers  had  been  sent  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  or  any  other  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Governments,  the  independence  of  those 
Governments  had  not  only  been  achieved,  but 
had  stood  some  test  of  time.  But  Peru  was 
lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and  it  is  even 
now  said,  that  her  ci^ital  is  in  the  possession 
of  hostile  troops.  At  all  events,  the  appropria- 
tion called  for  in  this  bill  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause there  is  already  a  balance  from  former 
appropriations,  folly  adequate  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  this  mission.    The  appropriation 


as  it  has  ^e  aspect  of  a 
the  Executive  to  this  mlsnoo.  He  haa^B*! 
Ject  entirely  within  his  dUscretioQ;  tal  w 
prudence  with  which  he  has  heretofore  aqiffk| 
ed  discretionary  authority,  in  n»pect  to 
foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to  the' 
confidence  of  this  House.  The  nsolre 
merly  passed  by  Congress,  pled^ng  itsi 
to  tlie  rresident,  in  sundry  misaioDs  to  \ 
the  South  Americiui  Governments  si 
succeed  in  establishing  th^  ind^eDdeBK,j 
in  general  terms,  and  did  not  spedj^iny'' 
emment  in  particular.  Why  shoold  v«  h\ 
part  from  that  course,  in  relation  to  F«,  i 
Government  whose  independence  hsd  len 
yet  been  recognized?  As  her  utuatioa ii# 
ferent  from  that  of  the  four  other  GorcnmoA 
enumerated  in  this  clause,  she  can  havenofooi 
cause  to  be  offended  that  no  Minister  is  sEttH 
her,  while  Ministers  are  sent  to  them.  hLl 
a  Minister's  presence  should  at  any  lima  kii' 
quisite,  it  would  be  easy  to  send  one  of  tk 
others  to  Peru,  for  a  limited  timei  This  i» 
be^n  done  in  the  case  of  several  of  oor  lOas- 
ters  at  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  consideniMi 
that  we  have  already  a  large  conrnwrdslisw- 
course  with  Peru  (and  sbidl  have  more)  y^ 
is  subjected  to  many  embarrassmeota,  ind  fi 
considerable  risk,  from  the  want  of  a  saiti& 
representative  of  this  Govefnment  tb&«,'  tf" 
goes  are  consigned  to  native  merGhtfits--tfi 
seized  on  slight  pretences,  and  even  oor  01^7 
officers  have  had  to  turn  negotiatorfttopreKni 
them  from  confiscation.      This  oommotai 
sometimes  very  profitable,  a  large  market  ex- 
ists for  our  home  manufactures  and  onr  ta 
(the  latter  article  sometimes  bringing  tw^ 
five  and  thirty-six  dollars  a  barrel)   ^'**fj 
a  Minister  to  the  other  four  Govemmeotfi,  0 
not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  fli^wsraoce  s 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  Eonf^' 
It  will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to » 
cognize  Peru.    This  was  especially  to  be  vmr 
ed  at  this  moment^  lest  it  should  be  sud,  ttK 
while  no  dangers  threaten  we  coold  imb» 
gasconading  acknowledgment  of  the  bdepead- 
enpe  of  the  South  American  States;  bot^ 
soon  as  one  of  them  was  menaced  with  ^^ 
we  were  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  ^^^ 
having  formally  acknowledged  its  Ji^^^P®^ 
to  turn  about  and  retrace  our  steps.   Wewg»* 
not  only  to  do  nothing  to  enconrag«  «ofii* 
idea,  but  we  ought  to  put  it  down  by  "*"^ 
which  could  not  be  misunderstood,   iw  * 
dependence  of  Pern  was  not  doobtftj  Jj 
though  we  have  not  recognized  her  iodiTidaa 
independence,  yet  the  act  of  1822  took  the  g«^ 
eral  ground  which  covers  her  case.  ^'J 
strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  and  P«ra  *T 
afterwards  be  attacked  by  the  Holy  AlW 
how  can  we  say  any  thing  to  those  P°^^ 
oppoffltion  to  the  most  tyrannical  sets  lg»* 
her?    The- deolaration.of  the  Preadent tt» 
hist  Message  has  been  echoed  from  «^*5[f!S 


more 


01  tnis  mission,     ine  appropriauon  is   last  jnq»8agc  una  uwux  wuuomiv«*   ,%%,flrty^ 
than  needless,  it  ia  improper ;  ina<imueh  I  ican  hearty  and  has  produced  a  great  senw*^ 
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a  Europe.  Shall  we  not  act  in  the  spirit  of 
Jiat  Message?  Shall  we  stand  on  etiquette 
rith  an  infant  repnblio  Just  passed  thronsh  tibe 
ast  agony  in  straggling  for  her  independence  ? 
We  do  not,  hj  retaining  lima,  hasten  or  stimu- 
ate  the  Execative ;  but  only  ^ye  what,  in  the 
"eport  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  has  applied 
4>  Qs  to  provide ;  and  thus  redeem  to  him  the 
)ledge  we  gave  in  1822.  Thongh  no  resident 
ifinister  may  be  necessary,  none  but  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  treaty,  and,  our 
commercial  interests  require  that  a  treaty  shall 
)e  entered  into  as  soon  as  practicable,  lest  cora- 
nercial  rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
hemselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.  But  hi^er  considerations 
H>iut  to  the  same  policy.  Kepublican  govern- 
nent  is  lost  in  Europe,  save  in  one  free  country 
-it  is  struggling  successfully  in  the  Southern 
lemisphere  of  our  own  continent.  It  is  time 
hat  we  formed  an  American  spirit.  The  po- 
itical  principles  of  our  own  Government  called 
»a  us  to  establish  the  interests  of  freedom  in 
»ther  Governments,  and  to  sanction  and  con- 
Irm  the  representative  principle  wherever  it 
8  acted  on — especially  near  home. 

The  committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bbxih', 
it  half-past  four  o'clock. 

Satubdat,  March  18. 
H^acy  Eaepital  Fund, 
The  SpBAnB  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
h>m  the  Ck>jpmis8ioners  of  Navy  Hospitals, 
oade  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
(f  the  20th  of  January  last;  which  was  read, 
ind  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Affairs^ 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

Navy  Dkpabthent,  March  16,  1824. 

SiB :  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
tepresentatives  of  the  20th  Januaiy,  "That  the 
^ommisdoners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  be  directed  to 
eport  to  this  "Bcvue  the  amount  df  the  sums  which 
bey  have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  of  the 
«t,  entitled  *  An  act  establishing  Navy  Hospitals; ' 
he  balance  remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  8l8t  of 
)ecember,  1828,  designating  the  sum  which  has 
•een  '  absorbed  in  the  pay  <»  the  Navr,  and  whidi 
I  dqe  to  the  Hospital  Fund,*  and  what  measures 
hey  have  adopted  to  cany  into  effect  the  provisions 
f  said  act,' "  we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
f  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
rith  a  statement  of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditors 
Office,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  said 
and  up  to  the  81st  of  December,  1823. 

Hie  law  separating  the  Naval  from  the  Marine 
lospital  Fund  was  passed  on  the  28th  February, 
811.  On  that  day  a  balance  of  $8,782  86,  stand- 
Bg  to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  Ho^ital  Fund,  was 
■nied  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Hos^tal  Fund, 
liis  sum,  with  the  deductions  anthoiiied  by  law, 
rom  the  pav  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
OQsdtutas  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund. 
Iiese  deductions  have  been  regularly  made  when- 
▼er  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  have  received 
httr  pay,  and  the  sums  so  deducted  have  been  left 
a  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy,"  which  is  of  course  re- 
ponsible  for  them.    They  were  not^  in  the  first  in- 


stance, drawn  from  the  '*  pay  of  the  Navy,"  at  the 
times  in  whidi  they  accrued,  in  consequence  of  the 
war  which  succeeded  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
were  left  in  the  same  situation  for  several  vears 
afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  29th  of  October,  1828, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
at  that  time  was  $117,074  84 ;  since  which  the  de- 
ductions from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  and  for  which  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  **  is 
responsible,  have  amounted  to  $2,638  61,  making 
the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  on  the  81st  of  December, 
1828,  amount  to  $119,712  95,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  which  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  com- 
misdonera 

After  the  establishment  of  the  fund  in  February, 
1811,  and  before  the  80th  of  September,  1821,  the 
expenditures  by  the  commissioners  amounted  to 
$10,652  85 ;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commis- 
aoners,  $48,835  87;  and,  in  September,  1823^ 
$18,000  were  paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 
These  three  sums  added  together  make  $71,988  72, 
which,  added  to  the  sum  of  $119,712  95,  for  which 
the  **  pay  of  the  Navy  **  is  responsible,  makes  $191,- 
701  67,  being  the  whole  amount  of  money  whidi  has 
accrued  to  the  fund  since  its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
control  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz :  $48,335  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  can  only  be  paid  as 
balances  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  as  these  appropria- 
tions are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated  with 
great  care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to 
accomplish  their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  the  fund  is  repaid,  and  tlie  commis- 
sioners will  have  the  control  of  all  the  means  which 
properly  belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  greatly  pos^ne  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  those  who  have  contribut- 
ed to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of 
its  benefits 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  returns  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  ac- 
cruing to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund  during  the  quarter, 
and  give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a 
warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the 
agent  of  the  fond.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  is 
entitied,  and  the  "pay  of  the  Navy"  will  not  become 
any  fiirther  indebted  to  it. 

In  September,  1823,  the  commissioners  purchased 
a  site  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid 
$18,000,  and  have  made- a  contract  for  another  site 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the 
t<  measures  they  have  adopted  to  cany  into  effect  the 
provisbns  of  the  act"    RespectAilly,  &c. 

\^1LLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  SriUKEB  of  the  Houte  o/Jiq>*B, 
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Biilei  qf  the  Bimse — Adjournment^  and  Lie  on 
Table— No  DebaU, 

The  resolation  jesterday  offered  by  Mr. 
Llotd  (for  expnDging  the  81st  rale  of  the 
House,  which  is  in  the  words  following :  "  A 
motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  if 
after  four  o'clock  p.  m. ;  but,  before  that  hour, 
it  shall  not  be  in  order,  if  there  be  at  the  time 
any  question  pending  before  the  House;  that^ 
and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  de- 
cided without  debate,")  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in 
which  Messrs.  Flotd,  Taylob  of  New  York, 
Rich,  Stewart,  WnipPLS,  Littlx,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  McCot,  Eremeb,  Culpepeb, 
Randolph,  McAbthub,  and  Mabttodalb  took 
part 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Lit- 
tle and  MoCoT,  was  successively  amended,  so 
as  to  retain  those  clauses  of  it  which  declare 
that  the  motion  to  adioum,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  de- 
bate. On  striking  out  the  residue  of  the  rule, 
which  forbids  a  motion  to  adjourn  being  made 
until  four  o'clock,  while  any  question  is  pend- 
ing before  the  House,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
caUed  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  and  were:  yeas  95, 
nays  89. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule,  as  thus  amended,  is 
as  follows : 

"A  motion  to  a^i^'^''^  ^^  he  always  in  order; 
that  motion,  and  tite  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  ahall 
be  decided  without  debate.'* 

General  Appropriation  Bill — North  Portico 
for  the  PreeidenVs  House, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1824,  was  taken 
np,  and  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee 
were  in  part  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  $25,000  for  the  north  portico  of 
the  President's  bouse — 

Mr.  OnsnMAN,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  article  under  con- 
sideration will  be  retained  in  the  bill ;  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the 
House  for  support ;  nor  do  I  despair  of  assistance 
from  gentlemen  in  whose  nature  the  principles 
of  economy  seem  to  be  deeply  radicated.  It 
appears  from  statements  already  made,  that  the 
portico,  to  erect  which  the  appropriation  is  re- 
quired, is  a  part  of  the  original  plan  of  the 
house  built  for  the  use  of  our  Presidents.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  edifice,  at  some  period 
of  our  Republic,  is  to  be  finished.  The  present, 
on  various  accounts,  appears  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  carry  on  the  work  to  completion.  Our 
country  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and,  rich 
in  resources,  can  command  ample  fimda;  the 
materials  for  building  are  cheap ;  the  price  of 
labor  is  low ;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  condition  to 


afford  the  expenditure;  and  there  eeeostDlm 
laudable  spirit  to  countenance  eoooomr,  lid  ii 
protect  domestic  industry ;  and  oo  th«  proo- 
ples  of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  iidair. 
among  other  reasons,  I  urge  the  appnprifin 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granted,  tk  ptt 
edifices,  in  the  course  of  two  jeai^  ▼!  b 
brought  to  such  perfection,  that  the  skS  ai 
superintendence  of  the  ardiitects  nuj  k  ^ 
pensed  with,  together  with  the  pnodpfll  ff^ 
cers,  and  most  of  the  workmen ;  and  bo^  \ 
great  saving  of  expense  will  be  made  to  ^ 
nation.  These  considerations  addreate 
selves  with  great  force  to  our  paan  it 
economy;  and,  if  we  consult  its  tmiBiiBi 
we  shall  certainly  grant  the  wpropriatioD.  Bi 

there  are  other  reasons.  The  portieQ,  ^ 
completed,  wiU  be  not  merely  an  omaeal 
but  a  usefol  appendage. 

The  house  of  the  Preadent  re86inbla,iD«v 
respects,  a  dty  set  on  a  hill— it  canoot  be  a 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  dnaDSv 
strangers;  the  attractive  pcnnt  of  all  v 
characters,  both  oi  the  United  State  «^i 
foreign  Governments.  Here,  also,  ««to^ 
seen,  on  suitable  occasiona,  brilliant  asBsU^ 
of  both  sexes — a  bright  oonsteUation  of  be^ 
and  accomplishments.  If  it  be  asked,  FvnK 
purpose  t  The  answer  is,  to  smooth  tk  >- 
penties  of  human  nature ;  to  hamraiiiR  Tb<>  < 
harsh  or  discordant  in  the  mind;  to  r£ik  » 
social  affections;  to  interchange  cirililiai:* 
pay  respect  to  the  Chief  Magistrata  dm 
nation  and  his  family ;  toreUevetheiSW**! 
patriot  from  the  monotonous  scene  ^^^"^ 
to  cherish  a  virtuous  emtdadon,  and  to  k)^ 
good  feelings.  . 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  p»imr»»f 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  niflj 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  aod  dip^' 
the  occupant,  and  to  the  respectahllity^»** 
ment,  and  delicacy  of  his  guests?  OoFy 
every  circumstance  and  appurtenaooe  o*^ 
to  g^ve pleasure,  and  to  make  a  ^^"t*5 
pression  of  our  national  character  m  ** 
But^  sir,  what  is  the  fiiotf  Needln^J" 
of  the  serious  inconveniences  to  be  eaw^ 
on  an  inclement  evening,  in  descending  o^r 
carriage,  or  returning  mm  the  saloon r  a^ 
healthy  and  robust  ofour  sex  have  "^'^^JJJ? 
from  the  cold  and  dampening  snows,  tte  *•» 
ing  rains,  the  piercing  winds,  or  the  i^ 
vapors,  are  these  elemental  annoyances  wJJ 
with  no  ill  effects  to  the/aiiw andnwrejJJ^ 
portion  of  our  race?  M!usttheybedehjff»» 
social  pleasures  of  life,  the  interriews  of  i"^ 
ship,  or  be  obliged  to  eiyoy  thematjhe^ 
of  their  health  and  safety?  Shall  I,  y-^ 
bemoreexpUdt?  Itwereu8ele8fl»b^w««»j 


assembly  as  this.    I  know  yonr  ■n*'^ 
duly  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit «  ™Jt^ 

To  these  I  appeal,  in  ^^^^^^TSJte 
commodate  whom  the  generow  8"^^ 


expose  themselves  to  hardships  to 
and  wounds. 
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There  are,  however,  other  strong  indaoements. 
[  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  bnt 
aot  with  the  same  views,  *'^Quam  rempublieam 
haifemus  t  In  qua  wrbe  «mmt»  /  "  Is  it  not 
Oie  Republic  which  owes  its  existence  to  the 
wisdom  and  valor  of  our  sages  and  heroes  ?  Is 
it  not  the  city  which  bears  the  prond  name  of 
RTAsmMaTON?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to 
rive  suitable  dignity  to  the  one,  an<3  appropriate 
iecorations  to  the  other  ?  The  Oapitol,  in  which 
we  exert  our  talents  and  dbplay  our  eloquence 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
itands  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  a  vast 
aztent  of  country.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend 
its  vision,  the  rural  scenery  around  borders  on 
^e  sublime  and  beautiful ;  and,  to  me,  it  seems 
that  this  site,  and  landscape,  and  the  objects  pre- 
lented  to  view,  invite  us,  with  a  powerful,  though 
nlent  eloquenoe,  to  give  to  the  metropolis  of  our 
lation  correspondent  magnificence  and  beauty. 
•  The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
Mriods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their 
>wn  fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of 
x>nquered  nations.  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city 
)f  w  ashington.  The  people  of  the  Uoited  States, 
[>rompted  by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the 
ftepublioan  character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rear- 
ng  it  up  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of 
lis  Country.  As  long  as  our  Republic  shall 
renown,  it  will  be  a  standing  monument  to  his 
Slory. 

Ifr.  MoAbthttb,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply.  He 
ihould  not  attempt,  he  said,  to  follow  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Maine,  in  aU  the  windings  of  the 
earned  speech  he  had  Just  delivered.  For  him- 
lel^  he  was  a  backwoodsman,  brought  np  in 
ients  and  camps,  and  not  practised  in  makiag 
ine  speeches;  but  he  thought  it  was  sufficiently 
^ain  that  tiiis  portico  was  not  a  matter  of  any 
Deoessily,  and  nad  better  be  dispensed  with. 
Se  believed,  according  to  appearances,  that  we 
ihould  be  at  no  loss  in  finding  a  tenant  for  the 
Souse  without  more  repairs.  The  building  was 
low  complete,  and,  in  his  Judgment,  better 
without  the  portico  than  with  it.  The  portico, 
which  had  Just  been  completed,  was,  he  believ- 
ed, but  little  used,  if  at  alL  He  did  not,  to  be 
Hire,  profess  to  be  very  intimate  at  the  Presi- 
lent's  house,  but  he  had  frequently  passed  it, 
ind  never  yet  saw  the  south  portico  occupied, 
yr  used  in  any  way.  As  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  no  com- 
;>alsion  which  obliges  us  to  visit  the  President's 
louse  while  the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to 
»kke  the  fair  ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentle- 
man had  spoken.  He  could  not  but  consider 
;he  propo9<^  item  of  appropriation  as  a  useless 
npense,  especially  when  we  recollect  that  the 
nation  has  a  debt  yet  himging  over  it  of  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  As  to  the  magnificence  of 
this  Hall  and  the  Oapitol,  to  which  the  gentle- 
iDaa  had  alluded,  the  expenditure  to  produce  it 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  money  thrown  away. 
This  Hall,  as  a  place  for  speaking,  was  nearly 
DMeless — it  was  merely  by  accident  that  any 
thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  that  was  read 


from  the  Clerk's  table— members  voted  in  the 
dark — and  might  be  voting  away  the  public 
money  without  knowing  it,  for  the  want  of 
distinctiy  hearing  the  resolutions  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table.  Gk>vemment  would  yet  have  to 
abandon  it,  and  build  a  plain  square  room, 
where  members  could  hear  what  each  other 
said.  He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  style  of 
this  Hall  ou^ht  to  be  no  guide  in  erecting  our 
public  buildings ;  and  he  hoped  never  to  see  it 
followed.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Krkmkr,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 
interest  in  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote 
in  favor  of  it  He  was  one  of  those  who  went 
upon  the  old  Republican  principles:  he  had 
started  in  '98  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant 
to  adhere  to  them.  He  could  not  see  any 
valuable  end  to  be  answered  by  adding  another 
portico  to  the  President's  house,  unless,  indeed, 
it  was  to  make  a  monument  of  what  the  gentle- 
man called  '^simple  grandeur."  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  might  think  this  Hall,  too,  was  a 
monument  of  "  simple  grandeur" — ^but,  for  his 
part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  thought  it  was  a  monu- 
ment of  pride  and  extravagance,  and  not  of  old 
Republican  principles.  Ho  could  not  under- 
take to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine  speech ;  to 
him,  a  great  part  of  it  was  unintelligible;  and, 
in  reply  to  some  quotations  he  had  made  in  it, 
from  a  dead  language,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  mother  German  tongue :  leh  Kobe  es  nicht 
verstanden*  He  did  not  believe  that  any  man 
had  a  right  to  entail  diebtupon  posterity.  Con-  ' 
gress,  to  be  sure,  had  the  power  to  do  so,  but 
they  could  not  do  it  on  any  moral  principle. 
And,  before  we  set  about  making  monuments 
of  ^^  simple  grandeur,"  we  had  better  be  sure 
that  we  have  the  money  to  make  them  in  our 
pocket.  He  did  not  think  Congress  had  a  right 
even  to  put  up  a  ndcenary  building,  till  we  were 
able  to  pay  for  it — [a  laugh,  and  a  call  to  order.] 
As  to  this  portico,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  as  un- 
necessary as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  wagon.  The 
gentieman,  to  be  sure,  had  made  a  long  speech 
about  it,  and  it  might  be  oratory,  for  aught  he 
knew,  but  it  certainly  had  nothing  of  solid 
reasoning  in  it 

Ifr.  HoGKBOoii,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  hiformation  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Mr.  CiTBHMAN,)  whether  much  expense  had  al« 
ready  been  incurred  in  preparing  materials 
for  the  proposed  portico.  He  did  not  consider 
the  bmfding  of  this  portico  as  a  matter  very 
necessary,  but  if  much  expense  had  been  gone 
into  to  provide  for  it,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  better 
to  go  on  with  it ;  if  not,  he  thought  the  money 
might.be  much  better  applied  to  repairing  the 
injuries  in  the  wall  which  surrounds  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  President's  house,  and  in  smootiiing 
away  some  of  the  precipices  in  the  bank  within 
it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 

Mr.  Shabps,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 


•  I  didnt  nndantaiid  the  gtntldiiuiL 
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quiry  abont  some  stone  which  were  dressed, 
and  lay  in  front  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appro- 
priation, and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  65, 
nays  116. 

Oenerdl  Appropriation  BiU — Beduetion  o/JH- 

plomatie  Corps, 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  took  np  for  consideration  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1824. 

Mr.  Gazlay  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Gazlat  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  concur,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then 
move  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso 
to  appropriate  $49,000,  as  a  sum  {^equate  to 
the  maintenance  of  European  foreign  relations. 
Mr.  G.  said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty 
years  has  been  to  provide,  generally,  for  foreign 
intercourse,  without  designating  the  places  of 
Ministers.  This  had  obtained  through  the  tide  of 
successful  and  unsuccessful  experiment,  and  he 
saw  no  good  reason  to  change  it  He  was  not 
prepared  for  the  doctrine,  that,  whenever,  and 
as  often  as  the  President  might  choose  to  ap- 
point a  Minister  to  the  court  of  any  despot  in 
£urope,  this  House  was  bound  to  echo  the  ap- 
pointment; and,  as  often  as  an  appointment 
should  be  made  by  taking  a  member  from  the 
Senate — a  principle  not  surely  agreeable  to  the 
people — that  we  should  do  the  same ;  he  thought 
the  safest  way  was,  to  leave  each  department 
to  bear  the  responsibility  of  its  own  constitu- 
tional discretion.  The  long  practice  which  gave 
sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed,  was,  to  his 
mind,  a  safficient  proof  of  its  correctness. 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for  two  reasons, 
viz :  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  which  it  could  be  more  ad- 
vantageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw 
no  good  reason  for  midntainiog  Ministers  of  the 
first  grade  at  the  courts  of  Sn.  the  despots  in 
Europe,  when  there  was  no  national  object  for 
them  to  accomplish.  Mr.  G.  said  he  nad  al- 
ways understood  that  foreign  Ministers  were  in- 
tended for  the  making  of  treaties,  or  for  settling 
some  great  national  question ;  and,  as  we  had 
neither  of  these  now  on  hand,  with  the  great 
crowned  heads,  he  must  presume  that  ours  had 
no  other  design  than  tne  maintenance  of  a 
system  of  espionage ;  and,  although  this  might 
do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant  to  watch  another, 
he  thought  it  totally  inadmissible  for  a  great 
republic.  What  have  we  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  to 
do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  number  and  expense 
of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how  many  great 
objects  have  we  which  demand  all  our  resources  ? 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  this  course 
had,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile  it  with 
any  sound  principle  of  democracy. 


Mr.  MoLanb  advocated  the  amendmeDlof  ^ 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gazlat.  Tb 
question  being  put,  the  amendment  wasido|iiBi, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Wliek 

The  remaining  amendments  haring  bto, 
also,  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  u  bi 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  sals' 
quently  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  m  d 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


TunsDAT,  March  16. 
MonumerU  to  General  Woo^er^ 

A  Message  from  the  Psbsidkkt  of  the  UiV' 
BD  States  was  received  and  read,  as  ioDovi: 
TotkeJBoim of  RepruaUatioeB  cf  ike  VrnftdSma: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Evmd 
Reprosentatives  of  the  17th  of  Febnuur  last,  nfxi- 
ing  '*  information  whether  any  meaaorei  luKi  ^ 
talen  for  canying  into  effiict  the  resolntioB  of  G» 
gross  of  June  17,  1777,  directing  a  moonmei^tota 
erected  to  the  memory  of  David  Woostar,  a  Bi^pdir 
General  in  the  Anny  of  the  United  States,  ik  fil 
in  defending  the  lihcffties  of  America,  and  hnxdf^ 
polling  an  inroad  of  &e  Briti^  forces  to  Jhabaijii , 
Connecticat,"  I  have  caused  the  necessazr  ioqaiziii 
to  be  made,  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  Vlg^ji 
tiie  Treamiy,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  ii 
the  memory  of  that  patriotic  and  gallant  office,  ^ 
has  any  money  been  paid  to  the  EzecotiTe  of  Cot- 
necticut  on  that  aocoont. 

JAMES  MONR(^ 

Mabch  17, 1824 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Ooafflutfee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Bailey^ 9  Goie. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pfr 
vious  orders,  and  take  up  the  report  of  tt» 
Committee  of  Elections  unfavorable  to  therigW 
of  John  Bailey,  a  member  of  this  Howe,  toi 
seat  therein.  Mr.  Bailky  was  proceedii»  witt 
some  remarks,  but  the  Chair  pronoanoed  tf 
discussion  out  of  order  till  the  question  f» 
taken  on  considering  it.  It  was  thenjtfar 
and  decided  in  the  aSStoiative— ayes  Iw, »)« 
62.  ^      ^ 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Coama^ 
of  the  Whole,  Qir.  Cobb  in  the  chair,) «»» 
report  above  mentioned.  The  report  of  «» 
Committee  of  Elections  was  read. 


Mr.  Bailey,  of  Massachusetts,  rose 
dressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 


andii* 


Mr.  Chiurman:  I  feel  peculiar  emharnsB^ 
in  offering  my  views  of  the  pwsent  w^J 
from  a  conviction  that  I  shall  be  i»D«*fr 
it  justice.  Even  if  my  health  wer«  pejw^ 
good,  I  should  labor  under  the  disadvtnt^ 
being  unused— totally  unused— to  pa»^fTu 
ing.  This  misfortune,  joined  with  a^^j 
state  of  health,  renders  it  h^P*^" H  ?L 
should  do  justice  to  a  subject  in  whicfl  i^J^ 
avoid  feeling  great  interest  IhoPj'xSte 
that  this  committee  will  do  mo  the  v^^ 
believe  my  cause  really  much  better  tum 
representation  of  it  will:  be.  .  ^ 

It  cannot  escape  observation  th»t  to«9 
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ion  now  nnder  consideration  is  not  an  ordinary 
nstanoe  in  the  history  of  contested  electioDS. 
Nearly  all  such  questions  have  for  their  object 
o  ascertain  what  is  the  real  wiU  of  the  people. 
ji  the  present  case,  the  object  is  to  discover  if 
here  be  any  mode  of  defeating  the  will  of  the 
>eople. 

On  this  subject,  one  mle,  it  is  beUeved,  may 
)e  laid  down  with  perfect  troth.  And  it  is 
tated  with  the  more  confidence,  since  I  have 
he  authority  of  the  chairman  of  tjie  Committee 
if  Elections  for  its  correctness.  In  the  discus- 
ion  of  a  late  case,  the  contested  election  from 
^ew  York,  whicn,  we  all  remember,  rested 
oainly  on  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
he  decision  of  the  commissioners  of  election  in 
hat  State  respecting  a  single  vote,  that  gentle- 
oan  remarlLed^  that  in  order  to  set  aside  this 
leoidon  of  the  commissioners,  it  was  not  suffi- 
lent  to  raise  a  doubt  on  the  case ;  there  must 
M  made  out  a  clear  and  "  positive*'  case  against 
he  decision.  This  remark,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I 
leard  with  particular  pleasure ;  both  because  it 
ras  a  just  remark,  and  because  I  hoped  that 
lot  only  that  gentleman,  but  this  House,  would 
tztend  the  same  just  and  liberal  principle  to 
oy  own  case.  The  truth  of  the  principle  can- 
Lot  be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  the  decision 
if  the  commissioners  of  an  election,  with  how 
Quoh  more  force  does  it  apply  to  the  expressed 
dll  of  the  people  of  a  whole  district  ?  A  strong 
knd  positive  ca^e  indeed  ought  to  be  made  out, 
before  such  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set  aside.'  And  I  undertake  to  show 
hat  the  report  of  the  Oommitt^  of  Elections 
las  entirely  failed  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elections,  arising  under  either 
he  General  or  the  State  governments,  the  prao- 
ice  has  been  po  g^te  a  liberal  construction  in 
aver  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  This  practice, 
1 18  believed,  has  never  been  departed  from, 
ixoept  in  times  of  great  party  heat  and  excite- 
nent.  In  the  present  times  it  is  trusted  that 
10  such  excitement  will  be  found  to  exist.  It 
B  not  to  be  denied  that  efforts  have  been  made, 
»ut  of  doors,  both  at  the  time  of  the  election 
md  more  recenUy,  to  give  a  partv  turn  to  the 
tase  now  under  discussion.  But  I  trust  that  no 
Qch  efforts  will  avail;  that  this  House  will 
>ermit  no  such  feelings  to  mingle  in  the  discus- 
ion.  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  this  House 
o  take  that  liberal  view  of  tiie  privileges  of 
he  people,  which  has  so  universally  pretaUed 
HDi  Questions  of  this  nature. 

jfoT  the  first  time  within  my  knowledge,  we 
lAve  a  departure  from  this  liberal  construction 
n  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  now 
»efore  you.  The  principles  of  this  report  are 
ndeed  new;  they  are  wholly  unprecedented, 
[n  no  authorities^  either  legidative  or  judicial, 
lo  we  find  the  prmciples  here  avowed.  Inhab- 
tancy,  according  to  this  report,  means  purely 
ind  amply  **  locality  of  existence" — ^the  mere 
kct  of  being  in  a  place.  This  definition,  I  ven- 
nre  to  say,  was  never  before  heard  of^  and  is 
It  war  with  the  spint  of  all  our  free  institutions. 


When  I  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department 
of  State.  The  question  occurred— Shall  I  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this 
House  ?  This  was  an  interesting  question  to 
one  who  depended  for  his  Hving  on  his  own 
exertion^.  In  this  country  nearly  all  of  us  are 
compelled  to  pursue  some  course  of  honest  in- 
dustry for  our  support ;  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  most  fortunate  for  the  country  that  tins  ne- 
cessity is  so  general.  To  a  person  thus  situated, 
the  question  presented  for  decision  was  an  in>- 
portant  one.  Doubts  I  Imow  were  entertained 
of  my  eligibility.  I  extended  my  inquiries  to 
all  analogous  cases  within  my  reach ;  and  they 
were  all,  without  exception,  in  £&vor  of  my 
eligibility.  I  learnt  the  opinions  of  some  of 
our  first  citizens  on  this  point ;  and  they  too 
went  to  the  same  result.  I  have  learnt^  acci- 
dentally in  most  oases,  the  opinions  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation ;  and,  what  is  mpst  remarkable,  those 
opinions  are  perfectiy  unanimous — not  one,  of 
the  whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  truth  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
mention  this  fact,  under  the  impression  that 
such  opinions  should  have  a  binding  force  with 
this*  House.  With  this  House,  and  this  House 
alone,  the  constitution  has  left  the  fuU  control 
of  questions  like  the  present  But  the  opin- 
ions of  such  persons  are  en  tided  to  respectful 
consideration.  And  it  is  natural  to  suppose, 
that  they  must  have  had  decided  weight  with 
me,  when  determining  in  my  own  mind  the 
question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  principles  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  I  b^  leave  to  notice  several 
errors  in  it,  in  point  or  fact 

The  report  (p.  6-7)  says :  "  It  is  contended  by 
Mr.  Bailey,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
had  expressed  an  intention  of  returning  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
that  State."  I  certainly  never  contended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  remuned  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts,  merely  from  the  two  facts  here 
stated.  But  1  did  contend  for  it,  from  those 
two  facts,  sdpported  by  another  most  important 
fact,  that  this  constant  declaration  of  my  inten- 
tion of  returning,  was  confirmed  bv  my  whole 
course  of  conduct  while  I  was  employed  in  this 
District— by  my  total  disconnection  with  the 
civil  affiurs  of  this  place.  We  all  know  the 
irresistible  propensity  of  freemen  to  take  .part 
in  the  civil  concerns  of  those  communities  in 
which  they  intend  to  make  their  permanent 
abode.  My  entire  abstinence  from  taking  such 
part  in  this  District,  most  stronffljr  corroborates 
my  uniform  declaration,  that  f  mtended  it  as 
merely,  a  temporarv  abode. 

The  report  (p.  7)  further  says:  ^^Hie  fi&ct  is 
oonceded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and 
for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ac- 
tually an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Washington." 
The  obvious  understanding  of  this  remark 
would  be,  that  this  fact  had  beeoi  conceded  by 
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me.    Snch,  however,  is  not  the  fact.    No  such 
concession  has  ever  been  made  by  me. 

[Here  the  Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Elections  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the 
committee  were  obliged  to  state  the  points  of 
Mr.  B.^s  defence  from  recollection  merely,  as  it 
had  never  been  pat  into  their  hands  in  writing, 
but  merely  read  to  them.  Mr.  B.  replied,  that 
his  defence  was  read  to  the  committee  on  the 
29th  of  JaDoarj,  from  a  rough  draught — ^that 
he  was  to  have  given  in  a  correct  dniaght  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee,  on  the 
fourth  of  February — but  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
on  the  second  of  February,  he  learnt  frt>m  the 
committee  that  they  had  determined  on  their 
report  This  fact^  together  with  a  desire  to 
incorporate  some  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the  committee,  was  the 
reason  why  Sie  corrected  draught  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee.] 

The  report  (p.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed 
M  the  character  of  the  head  of  a  family.*^  This  is 
entirely  incorrect,  unless  there  be  some  peculiar 
and  technical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  different 
from  its  common  meaning.  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order 
to  be  the  head  of  a  family,  must  either  own  or 
rent  a  house — or  must  have  the  government  of 
the  domestics  of  the  family — or  must  regulate 
its  pecuniary  expenses,  or  at  least  fumisn  the 
means.  Some  oue,  at  least,  if  not  all,  of  these 
incidents,  I  have  always  supposed  necessary  to 
constitute  the  head  of  a  family.  Yet  not  a  sin- 
gle one  of  these  incidents  has  attached  to  me, 
during  my  residence  in  this  District 

These  errors  in  point  of  fiEict,  in  the  report  be- 
fore us,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance ;  as  they  may  have  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  had  such  in- 
fiuence  with  a  single  member,  it  is  hoped  these 
remarks  will  correct  it 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice' 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  report ;  and  will  show, 
not  only  that  many  of  them  are  founded  in 
error,  but  that  many  are  wholly  inconsistent 
with  each  other. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report  it  is 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
"  one  of  great  national  consequence."  This  re- 
mark could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  apply 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now 
contested ;  but  must  be  meant  to  refer  to  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  question  under 
discussion.  Is  the  remark  correct,  even  in  this 
respect?  Our  present  National  Government 
has  been  in  operation  for  thirty-five  years.  At 
the  end  of  thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  oc- 
curred, in  which  a  person  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  ^  Government  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
this  House.  Perhaps  in  thirty-five  years  more, 
another  case  may  occur.  Is  this  an  alarming 
prospect  ?  Is  the  case  one  of  such  "  great  na- 
tional consequence?"  I  will  agree  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that 


if  another  case  should  occur  witliia  tk  id 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should  both  hsTeiA 
on  this  floor,  I  will  join  him  in  a  votein&iv 
of  an  amendment  of  the  constitQtioo,  lii 
shall  expressly  exclude  from  this  House  dps- 
sons  not  actually  resident  in  the  States  in  iM 
they  are  chosen.  But  I  will  whisper  in  tket 
of  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  feels  alainedk^ 
the  purity  of  this  House  should  be  destnfii, 
and  is  anxious  for  a  remedy,  th^^  is  ufBaii' 
ment  which  might  be  made  in  the  coostitBta, 
far  more  efficacious  than  the  one  pcqwi 
Let  the  constitution  be  amended,  8o  tt  to|» 
hibit  Executive  appointments  from  beuigBiii 
from  this  and  the  other  branch  of  Gongna  1 
there  is  real  danger  of  Executive  inftKaaii 
Congress,  here  is  a  field  more  wortby  of  k 
gentieman^s  labor  than  the  one  in  wfaidibeki 
been  industriously  engaged. 

We  are  further  informed,  by  the  repoct,^ 
the  wise  framers  of  the  constitulioaisattiM 
foreseen^  that  the  Seat  of  the  Gepenl  Gono- 
ment  would  coUect  a  number  of  persons,  ^'^ 
long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  vhoio^ 
fill  the  chief  places  in  ^e  Gov^mneat,  ra 
do  much  towards  enlisting  them  in  so^^ 
almost  any  cause  which  the  Admirustnfia 
might  wish  to  promote."    Without  stoppiBik 
inquire  whether  mankind  are  really  »  eomft 
as  this  remark  implies,  I  must  deny  &  'vi^ 
ence  drawn  from  it  in  the  report  It  isi^^^ 
that  because  these  framers  foresaw  thissq^ 
state  of  things,  therefore  they  meant  to  pr» 
the  election  to  this  House  of  aiy  penoo  9p» 
siding  at  the  Seat  of  Gov^nment   I  ^ 
alreaay  adverted  to  the  &r  greater  infliMp^ 
the  Executive  in  this  House,  by  themliw 
power  of  appointment  from  among  its  menkA 
If  the  number  of  members  which  hare  !»■ 
thus  appointed  for  thirty-five  years  past  b 
compared  with  the  number  (one)  electfld  to 
this  House  among  those  employed  at  ^^ 
of  Government,  we  shall  see  the  magni^J 
the  infiuence  from  the  former  souroe,  (xa^ 
with  that  from  the  latter.    Now,  to  a^ 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitatio&  intfiff* 
e^xpressly  to  guard  againsj;  the  latter  ^^'^'^ 
tively  tnfling  source  of  Executive  inflnflw^  » 
yet  overlooked  the  former  overwhelmiBg  ^ 
is  to  suppose  them  an  assembly  of  weak  m 
short-sighted  men,  wholly  unworthy  «* 
great  trust  reposed  in  them.    It  is  P^JT 
that  they  had  no  sndi  fears  as  thisr^^ 
utes  to  them ;  but  believed  that  men  n^* 
honest  though  once  employed  at  ^^1 
Government,  or  though  even  under  wjf 
strongeo:  influence  of  a  hope  of  still  firt** 
Executive  patronage. 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  t^**  "*[?! 
theory  of  representative  goveniment"  wj*J" 
that  the  representative  be  "  s^^^^tedfijo  J 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composed  «  » 
constituents;"  and  that  he  shonW  P<yj* 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  ^fit»»  ^ 
and  for  that  purpose  should  "nunj^  ^^ 
company  and  join  in  their  oonverBatMBs;  •■ 
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liat  be  should  espeoiallj  have  ^*  that  reoiprooity 
»f  feeling  and  identity  of  interest  which  exist 
^nly  among  members  of  the  same  commnnity." 
This  is  a  beaatifol  theory,  but  happens  to  make 
10  part  of  our  constitution,  and,  therefore,  has 
ko  application  to  the  case  in  question.  We  are 
lU  prone  to  fancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be 
I  rule  of  action,  and  thence  to  infer  that  such 
B  in  fact  the  established  rule.  This  is  an  error. 
)ur  inquiry  now  is,  what  is  the  constitution  ? — 
lot,  what  ought  it  to  be  f  That  the  aboye  pic- 
ore  is  ideal  and  unsupported  by  the  constitu- 
ion,  is  easily  shown.    Suppose,  when  I  came 

0  this  citv,  I  had,  instead  of  this,  gone  to  the 
^tate  of  Ohio,  and  settled  there,  with  full  and 
ivident  intention  of  making  it  my  permanent 
ibode.  And  suppose,  in  one  month  after  this, 
\  district  of  that  State  had  been  as  infatuated 
IS  a  district  in  Massachusetts  seems  to  have 
)eenj  and  had  in  its  weakness  selected  me  to  a 
eat  m  this  House.  This  would  unquestionably 
lave  been  a  valid  and  constitutional  election. 
WhsX^  then,  becomes  of  the  above  beautiful 
heory  of  representative  government?  Where 
s  the  representative  coming  from  the  bosom  of 
he  society  of  his  constituents?  Where  his 
ningling  in  their  company — his  joining  in  their 
^nversations — and  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
heir  character  and  political  views?  It  is  plain 
hat  nothing  of  this  is  found.  Yet  a  provision 
teouring  these  advantages,  the  report  asserts,  is 
*  absolutely  necessary*^  for  "  every  weU-regcda- 
<6d  Government'^  Either,  therefore,  our  Gov- 
»mmeDt  is  hot  a  well-regulated  one,  or  the  re- 
>ort  under  consideration  is  incorrect.  We  shall 
>e  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  GK)vem- 
nent  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may 
(till  be  trusted  with  selecting  their  own  repre- 
lentati  vesL  without  a  danger  that  they  will  sdect 
>ersons  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  interests 
ind  views. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  quoted 
n  the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall 
)e  considered  as  an  inhabitant  **  where  he 
Iwelleth  or  hath  his  home."  This  the  com- 
ttittee  consider  as  "  settling  condusiveiy  "  the 
aeaning  of  the  word.  Persons  acauainted  with 
lie  dvfl  concerns  of  the  State  well  Imow,  that 
hat  definition  is  held  as  leaving  the  question  as 
loubtful  as  it  found  it.  So  far  is  it  from  settling 
he  question  condusiveiy  in  f&vor  of  the  rigid 
loctrine  of  the  report,  that  the  whole  practice 
}t  that  State  proves  the  reverse.  The  decisions 
)f  the  highest  Judicial  tribunal  of  the  State,  as 
rell  as  its  legislative  proceedings,  prove  Uiat 
he  word  inhabitant,  m  that  State,  does  not 
nean,  as  this  report  contends,  biurdy  residence 
n  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
he  political  community.    The  qualification  of 

1  voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is  inhabit- 
uicy,  without  using  at  all  the  word  dtizen  or 
dtizensbip.  And  yet  (see  Mass.  Reports,  vol. 
),  p.  246,  268,  and  vol.  7,  p.  628)  the  question 
"eepecting  a  right  to  vote,  is  invariably  consid- 
ered as  involving  the-  question  of  citizenship, 
[jfomerous  oases  also  in  its  legislative  history 


show,  that  inhabitancy  is  retained,  without  ac- 
tual residence.  Besides,  the  terms  citizen  and 
inhabitant  are  used  in  the  constitution  of  the 
State  without  any  apparent  distinction. 

If,  therefore,  we  take  the  use  of  the  term  in- 
habitancy in  Massachusetts,  as  the  test  of  the 
legality  of  the  election  in  question,  it  is  most 
unquestionably  legaL  Every  authority  is  in  its 
favor.  And  this  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the 
test.  When  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  says,  that  a  member  of  this  House  must, 
at  the.  time  of  his  dection,  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  State  in  which  he  is  chosen,  it  probably 
leaves  to  each  State  to  determine  what  shall  be 
its  own  terms  of  inhabitancy.  I^  however,  we 
tdce  the  other  ground,  and  consider  the  ques- 
tion as  .one  to  be  determined  solely  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  without  reference 
to  the  State  authorities,  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  as 
admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  had  a 
different  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in  this 
report 

In  reply  to  the  almost  irresistible  argument 
in  my  fiivor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instAnoea 
in  which  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
inhabitants,  while  absent  in  public  employment, 
the  report  contends  that  such  instances  cannot 
be  properly  adduced  as  precedents,  where  the 
question  was  not  formally  agitated  and  decid- 
ed. This  doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unsound. 
Whatever  may  be  its  correctness  as  applied,  in 
the  strict  practice  of  courts  of  law,  to  prind- 
ples,  it  cannot  be  true  as  applied  to  the  mean- 
mg  of  a  word.  Language,  we  all  know,  is  per- 
fectly arbitraiT.  The  meaninff  of  a  word  is  de- 
termined whole  by  its  use.  If  the  people  of  a 
country,  by  common  consent,  consider  a  person 
as  an  inhabitant  of  a  State,  though  he  is  tem- 
porarily absent  in  public  employment,  this  must 
DC  recdved  as  the  true  meaning  of  the  word, 
even  if  there  were  not  a  single  formal  decision 
on  the  point.  Such  general  practice  shows 
what  is  tiie  oonunon-sense  interpretation  of  the 
word ;  and  is  condudve  of  the  question. 

There  is  one  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  entitied 
to  great  consideration ;  it  is  the  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  govern- 
ment. The  Committee  on  Elections,  howeyer, 
in  their  report,  confess  themselves  unable  to 
discover  any  thing  in  this  circumstance  applica- 
ble to  the  present  case.  To  my  view,  the  cir» 
cumstanee  is  a  most  important  one— so  impor- 
tant that  perhaps  the  question  might  be  rested 
safely  on  this  point  alone,  without  even  naming 
any  otiier. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  district  erected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  common  Gov- 
ernment. This  common  Government  exercises 
exdudve  legislation  over  it.  Every  State, 
therefore,  partakes  of  its  jurisdiction ;  and  every 
person  residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  paiv 
ticipant  Jurisdiction  of  his  own  State.  To  say, 
then,  that  a  person,  coming  from  one  of  the 
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States  to  this  Distriot,  has  left  entirely  the  ju- 
risdiction of  his  own  State,  is  incorrect ;  he  has 
left  its  peculiar  and  separate,  bat  not  its  jparti- 
cipant  Jurisdiction.  Let  ns  snppose  a  district  of 
ten  miles  square  in  the  centre  of  Maryland,  di- 
vided into  four  equal  parts,  and  owned  by  four 
Individual  persons.  Suppose  these  persons  &ould 
convert  one  square  mile,  in  the  centre  of  this 
District,  into  a  joint  pronerty,  for  the  purpose 
of  a  park.  And  suppose  Maryland  should  pass 
a  game  law,  prohibiting  every  person  from 
hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own.  Can  we 
believe  that  this  law  would  prohibit  those  four 
proprietors  from  hunting  in  their  Joint  park  f 
No.  Tet  in  the  same  sense  in  which  this  park 
IS  the  property  of  these  four  persons,  is  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in 
the  Union.  Who  will  deny  that  each  State  par- 
ticipates in  the  legislation  of  this  House?  In 
the  same  degree  it  participates  in  the  Jurisdio- 
tion  of  tiie  District  of  Columbia. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  Ambassa- 
dor or  other  Minister  is  wholly  different  from 
the  present  case,  because  he  is  invested  ex- 
pressly with  certain  privileges  by  tntematumal 
law.  This  difference  is  wholly  imaginary.  The 
real  substance  of  the  privileges  of  a  Ifinister  is, 
that  he  is  not  subject  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  And 
the  reason  of  this  is  given  by  writers  on  public 

•law.  This  exemption  is  given,  because  without 
it  he  could  not  discharge^  properly  and  inde- 
pendently, the  duties  of  his  office.  This  is  the 
simple  account  of  the  case ;  there  is  no  magic 
in  it  whatever.  A  Minister  is  allowed  certain 
privileges  while  abroad,  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  while  there,  but  having  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  continuance  or  exer- 
cise of  merely  municipal  rights  at  home. 
.  This  view  is  supported  by  the  very  meaning 
of  the  word  international.  International  law  is 
the  law  which  prevails  between  nations,  and  is 
entirely  distinct  from  the  internal  law  of  a  na- 
tion. The  qualifications  of  members  of  this 
House  are  prescribed  by  our  own  internal  and 
purely  municipal  regulations.  To  call  in  inter- 
tional  law  to  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal 
regulation  of  a  purely  municipal  subject,  is 
plainly  an  error.  A  Minister,  appointed  to  a 
foreign  mission,  receives  the  protection  of  in- 
ternational law  the  moment  he  leaves  his  own 
country.  He  enjoys  this  protection  while  on 
his  passage  out,  while  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
while  on  his  return ;  but  the  moment  he  touches 
his  own  country,  that  moment  this  protection 
ceases,  and  he  oecomes  subject  again  to  the 
municipal  regulations  of  his  country.  Interna- 
tional law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but  can- 

.  not*  allot  him  to  this  or  that  particular  section 
of  it.    The  latter  is  the  part,  purely,  of  munici- 

*pal  law.  To  say  that  international  law  deter- 
mines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
on  bis  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant 
of  Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to 


be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoiise,  is  too  ib> 
viously  incorrect  to  need  comment 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  monuct  dn& 
that  international  law  can  determine  the  mm 
cipal  privileges  of  our  citizens,  it  husolMcii 
on  the  Question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  dodrx 
of  the  nrst  report  be  correct,  thatpriTflflge» 
late  wholly  to  citizenship,  while  inhiUlB? 
means  the  simple  fact  of  local  exiskeiMe;  It 
resort  to  international  law  to  aacertsin  thte 
where  a  person  has  his  local  ex2st6Dtt,iia 
give  that  law  a  use  which,  it  is  bdieik  i 
wholly  new. 

Under  every  view  of  the  snibject,  thocfiRi 
is  evident  that  international  law  ciOBOi^ 
brought  to  fix  any  difference  between  tkea 
of  an  Executive  officer  in  foreign  empk7iM& 
and  one  employed  at  the  Seat  of  GoyeraoBL 
If  ''*'  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  tsqk 
fact,  locality  of  existence,''  as  the  first  repis 
contends,  then  a  Mnister  residing  abnttdvt 
plainly  ceases  to  be  an  inhabitant  (^  bison 
C/Ountry,  during  such  residenoe.  Kontbectk 
hand,  as  the  second  report  contends,  a  IGiole^ 
as  to  his  inhabitancy,  ^^mnst  be  oonadenda 
in  the  same  situation  as  before  the  aeeeptuB 
of  the  appointment,''  ance  he  is  in  **tbepff> 
formance  of  lus  duty  abroad ;"  equally  oo^  J 
person,  who  is  in  ^'  the  performance  of  his  m 
in  an  Executive  office  at  Washington,  to  ^^ 
considered  as  in  the  same  situation  as  before  tbe 
acceptance  of  the  appointment^"  The  b» 
rule,  under  a  Government  of  equal  laws,  b0 
apply  to  both. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  Ik  pi* 
ciples  contained  in  the  report  of  the  ComiE» 
of  Elections  on  the  case  in  question,  and  of  v 
obvious  inconsistency  of  its  different  ptit^vi 
may  easily  determine,  whether  that  dear  im 
positive  case  is  made  out,  without  whieh  » 
right  of  a  sitting  member,  and  the  darix^' 
pressed  will  of  the  people,  ought  never  to  Uart 
aside. 

When  Mr.  BiLiLirr  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  put  several  qaaw 
in  illustration  of  the  case. 

To  which  Mr.  Bailbt  briefly  replied. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  t™**^**?^ 
mittee  rise;  which  motion  was  negathw- 
ayes  71,  noes  75.  ,  v  '^ 

Mr.  ^BENTthen  epoke  in  support  of  thenp 
of  Mr.  Bailki  to  his  seat^  and  «««^*5* 
port  of  the  conunittee,  whidi  he  noTW  » 
amend  by  striking  out  tlxe  word  "not 

Mr.  FuLLUz,  of  Massachusetts^  ®^"*!!!rf 
wish  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but^  on  aoj^ 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  moved  th»  » 
committee  rise ;  which  was  carried 

The  committee  rose  according^,  M  fflU^ 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  at  ag«in. 


WsDNESDAT,  MaTch  17. 

Mr.  Bahiy'B  Qui- 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  <^^ 
day,  and  went  into  a  Oomndttee  dm  «f^ 
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(Mr.  Cobb  in  the  ohair,)  on  the  report  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Elections  in  the  case  of  cTohn  Bailej. 

And  the  question  heing  on  Mr.  Bbent^s  mo- 
tion, to  strike  oat  the  word  "  not"  in  the  close 
of  that  report,  so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  Mr. 
Bailej  is  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  FiTLLEB  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment 
ID  addressing  the  committee,  in  consequence  of 
the  notice  given  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a 
oiroumstance  he  always,  if  possible,  avoided. 
He  wonld  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  convince  them  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  views  which  he  entertained  npon 
the  sabject  of  the  contested  election  of  the 
sitting  member  from  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  power  of  deciding  npon  the  claims  of 
members  to  their  seats  is  given  in  Ihe  1st 
article,  5th  section  of  the  constitution,  in  these 
words,  viz:  "Each  House  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qual^fUationi^  of 
its  own  members."  This  clause  comprehends 
three  particulars :  elections,  returns,  and  "  quali- 
fications." The  two  first,  it  is  manifest,  cannot 
have  been  previously  considered  and  determined 
by  the  people  themselves,  and  are,  therefore,  to 
l)e  determined  by  the  House,  untuded  and  unin- 
flnenoed  by  sudb  previous  determination.  But 
the  "  qualifications"  of  the  member,  as  they  must 
liave  existed  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors  them- 
eelves,  and  if  the  House  should  reverse  their 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
dear  and  incontrovertible  reasons.  What  are 
the  qualifications  required  by  the  constitution 
for  a  member  of  this  body?  That  he  be 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  have  been  seven  years 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  ^*when 
elected,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he 
shall  be  chosen."  The  last  of  these  qualifica- 
tions is  the  only  one  necessary  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  present  case ;  and  of  this,  above 
all^  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the 
citizens  by  whose  suf&ages  the  member  was 
elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat,  pos- 
sessed far  better  means  of  fudging  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
can  possibly  possess.  Without  going,  at  this 
moment,  into  technical  definitions  of  the  term 
MujibUaTit^  I  may  safely  affinn  that  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  the  constitution,  in  requiring  a 
member  to  be  an  inhabitant ;  to  secure  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  interests  of 
his  constituents;  to  identify  his  views  and 
springs  of  action  with  theirs,  may  be  more 
safely  confided  in  Its  application  to  the  constit- 
nenls  themselves  than  to  any  other  tribunal 
whatever.  The  generid  character  of  a  candidate 
for  the  people^s  Deivor,  Ms  habits  of  intercourse 
with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of  their  circum- 
stanoes,  opinions,  and  interests,  are  peculiarly 
within  their  view,  and  subject  to  their  obser- 
vation. They  cannot  possibly  err  in  their 
Jodgment  upon  these  points;  and  their  interest 

You  vn.-^ 


coincides  with  their  local  and  personal  feelings 
in  withholding  their  suffirages  from  any  candi- 
date who  Ib  deficient  in  these  respects.  If  they 
are  satisfied,  there  can  be  very  little  danger 
that  the  member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification 
of  being  an  inhabitant  according  to  the  ipirit  of 
the  constitution.  Kow,  this  judgment  of 
the  Electors  is  founded  upon  innumerable  cir- 
cumstances of  dail^  occurrence,  which  can 
never  admit  of  being  detailed  in  depositions, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  be  presented  in  their 
true  and  proper  light  to  this  House.  Hence 
arises  the  obvious  inference,  that  the  decision 
of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not  to  be 
reversed  but  upon  palpable  grounds,  and  by  no 
means  upon  any  construction  or  technical  nicety 
in  regard  to  the  terms  employed  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
the  import  of  the  term  inhabitant,  as  used  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
cannot  but  express  some  surprise  at  the  limited 
and  very  loose  conceptions  of  the  committee,  on 
this  point  But  I  ought  here  to  observe  that, 
iu'  the  course  of  my  remarks,  though  I  shall 
often  have  occasion  to  dissent  entirely  from  the 
committee,  a  mf^ority  of  whom  only  concurred 
in  their  report,  both  in  their  premises,  and  in 
their  general  reasoning,  I  neverthdess  feel  a 
sincere  respect  for  them,  personally,  and  I 
freely  accord  to  them  the  merit  of  honorable 
intentions  and  of  patient  inquiry.  Nor  ought 
any  censure  to  attacO^  to  those  citizens  of  ^r- 
folk  district,  however  few  in  number,  who 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  before  this  House 
a  question  upon  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, which  they  might  deem  important.  In 
their  definition,  the  committee  say,  tiie  word 
inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple  fact,  **  locality 
of  existence."  Report,  p.  4.  In  Ihe  next  page, 
they  quote  Yattel^  book  1,  ch.  19,  sec.  218, 
'*  the  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens, 
are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and 
stay  in  the  country;  they  do  not  participate 
in  all  the  rights  of  citizens."  Is  it  possible, 
that  this  definition  from  Vattel,  who  is  merely 
describing  strangers  and  foreigners,  can  be 
the  sense  in  which  the  word  "inhabitant" 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  constitution  ? 
It  is  apparent^  that  the  translator  of  Vattel  has 
used  the  word  inhabitant,  in  the  sense  which  is 
universally  attached  to  the  word  resident ;  and 
without  having  examined  the  original  for  the 
purpose,  I  think  it  probable  the  idea  of  tibe 
author  would  have  been  correctly  expressed  in 
in  our  language,  by  the  latter  word.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  the  constitution,  in 
speaking  of  inhabitant,  certainly  does  not  mean 
^^  strangers"  or  foreigners.  Equally  certam  it 
is,^  that  ^  locality  of  existence"  is  not  the  con- 
stitutional definition,  since  this  transfers  a 
man's  inhabitancy  from  one  place  to  another, 
whensoever  he  may  be  obliged  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  to  another,  however  short 
his  stay,  and  however  speedy  his  return.  Every 
absenoe  from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode 


690 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  or  K.] 


Mr,  B<ttU^9  Cam, 


[Ujaa,m 


would  be  a  saspensioD  of  his  inhabitancy,  and 
a  temporary  disfranohifiement  of  his  rights, 
under  the  oonstitntion.  The  true  meaning  of 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  my  opinion,  is,  a 
person  who  has  a  permanent  home  or  domioU 
in  a  place.  In  this  definition  I  am  sustained  by 
Vattel:  **  The  domicil  is  the  habitation  fixed  in 
any  place,  with  the  intention  of  always  staying 
there.  A  man  does  not,  then,  establish  his 
domicil  in  any  place,  unless  he  make  sofficiently 
known  his  intention  of  fixing  there,  either 
tacitly  or  by  an  express  declaration.  However, 
this  declaration  is  no  reason  why,  if  he  after- 
wards changes  his  mind,  he  may  not  remove 
his  domicil  elsewhere.  In  this  sense,  he  who 
stops,  even  for  a  long  time  in  a  place,  for  the 
mansgement  of  his  afiairs,  has  only  a  ample 
habitation  there,  but  has  no  domicil."  B.  1, 
ch.  19,  sect  218.  That  it  is  in  this  sense  of  per- 
manent habitation,  that  the  word  inhabitant  is 
used  in  the  constitution,  is  clearly  shown  from 
the  fact  adverted  to  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee itselfl  The  word  resident  was  used  in 
the  first  draught  of  the  constitution,  and  after- 
wards, upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck 
out,  and  ^  inhabitant^'  substituted,  as  it  now 
stands,  as  the  qualification  for  Representatives ; 
while,  in  art  2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the 
original  draught,  that  the  President  shall  have 
been  fourteen  years  an  *  inhabitant"  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  afterwards  so  sltcored  as 
to  require  the  present  provision,  viz:  that  he 
shall  have  been  *^  fourteen  years  a  resident 
within  the  United  States."  Hence,  it  is  certain 
that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the  candidate 
for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should  have 
his  permanent  habitation  for  that  period  of 
time,  in  the  country,  because  such  habitation 
would  not  preclude  his  absence  from  the 
country  on  public  or  private  business,  per- 
haps two-thirds  of  the  time ;  but  he  should 
have  the  advantage  of  actual  residence,  or, 
in  the  words  of  the  report,  of  *Uocal  exist- 
ence," during  that  period,  within  Uie  limits 
of  the  country  over  whicn  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely  to  have  his  residence,  or  temporarv 
^^ocal  existence,"  in  the  State  ^*  when  elected," 
which  he  might  do,  without  any  fixed  habita- 
tion there,  and  without  having  ever  passed  a 
month  or  even  a  week  within  the  State,  or 
having  any  right  or  interest  in  common  with 
its  citizens ;  but  he  must  have  his  permanent 
habitation  or  domicil  in  the  State,  which  is 
implied  in  requiring  him  to  be  an  ^' inhabi- 
tant" How  much  more  wise  and  effectual 
is  this  provision,  than  the  requisition  of  resi- 
dence only,  must  be  obvious  to  all;  yet,  it 
is  in  this  sense  only,  by  the  construction  of 
the  committee,  that  a  Representative  is  re- 
quired to  be  an  inhabitant  He  must,  when 
elected,  have  his  ^^  local  existence"  within  the 
State,  but  his  permanent  habitation  may  be 
in  any  other  State,  or  in  any  other  country  1 
Their  quotations  from  Vattely  showing  that 
inhabitants  may  be  strangers,  that  is  to  say, 


foreigners,  fully  justifies  me  in  ascntMisft 
them  this  preporterous  int^retatioii  of  lb 
constitutioii. 

The  committee  veiy  properly  eosum^  M 
the  definition  of  the  word  ^*inhsbiuiit,^«s 
was  contemporaneously  und^stood  in  Ibat 
chusetts,  ought  to  have  great  waght  ■ 
fixing  its  import  in  the  present  case;  wi 
they  dte  a  passage  in  tne  constitmiMiJ 
that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sustsmog  te 
own  condumon  upon  that  point,  lu:  "It 
remove  all  doubt  concerning  the  word  'vi^ 
tant,  in  this  constitution,  every  person  ^k 
considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  pomv  i 
electing  and  bdne  dected,  into  soy  dm  c 
place  witJiin  the  State,  in  that  towB,  dkM, 
or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth  or  bath  b 
home."  Rep.  p.  &  Now  this  passage  iaiv 
State  constitution  is  in  point,  not  to  a^ 
but  to  confute,  the  reasoning  of  the  ooomte 
for  it  shows,  condudvely,  tiiat  the  diismi 
Massachusetts  can  elect  and  be  eleeted,  n 
where  they  have  a  mere  '*  local  exiitoK' 
where  they  are  ^'  strangers,"  in  the  kogaeB^ 
Vattd  ;  but  where  they  have  their  *'  hm^ 
their  domidl,  or  permanent  residence. 

In  conformity  with  this  understandiig  if 
their  constitution,  has  been  the  ooDstast  ^ 
in  Massachusetts,  of  which  it  is  eai^  to  » 
merate  many  instancefl  in  point    As  a  qa# 
cation  for  the  office  of  Governor,  ih»9m 
constitution  requires  that  the  candidate  itf 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  itfaeia 
years  **  next  preceding  his  election.^  Mr.  G0 
had  been  absent  in  England,  six  orssven  joa 
as  a  commissioner  under  the  treaty  of  17H* 
within  three  or  four  years  after  his  retan  tt 
elected  Governor.    This  was  in  tames  of  li^ 
party  contention,  yet,  among  many  oljfeditf 
taken  at  the  scrutiny  in  the  LegisUtm^^ 
was  never  once  mentioned.    The  {Hrefiesl  Gf 
vemor,   Eustis,    had  been   absent  from  ■ 
country  on  a  foreign  mission,  formasyja^ 
and  within  three  or  four  y^Bars  after  hii  f^ 
was  elected  to  the  same  office.    It  neTer  «* 
occurred  to  those  who  preferred  his  riral  ^ 
he  was  not  eligible,  because,  for  moretitt&^ 
the  ^*  seven  years  next  preceding  hisel«etiaa,  m 
hadhad  his^4ocalexistence"inaforeigB6^ 
try.    N^or  are  instances  wanting  of  persoos  *» 
were  absent  on  their  own  private  oonoena,beiK 
elected  to  offices  requiring,  by  the  oaostitati«» 
that  they  should  have  been  inhabitanta  i  tBi* 
of  years,  which  induded  the  period  of  ti^ 
absence,    "next   preceding"   their  etoea*; 
among  whom  the  cases  c^  Benjamin  Hitc^ 
and  William  Hull  were  in  evidenod  beforev 
conmiittee.    To   obviate   the   force  of  w^ 
practical  interpretations  of  the  term  ''ibv^ 
tant,"  as  used  m  Massachusetts,  the  ooidisu^ 
are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  supposition  thittt* 
elections  were  not  duly  contested  orscrtfiK^ 
because  sudi  opposition  to  the  "  choice  « tJJ 
people  is  a  very  unpleasant  task."   But  theaj 
is  well  known  that  this  "  unpleasant  **^.    • 
constantly,  and  with  avidity,  undertaken  ^JP" 
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rtla  and  partisanB,  whenever  any  plausible  pre- 
iezt  was  affi>rded ;  and  many  examples  of  sno- 
sessftd  opposition  to  sitting  members  might 
msily  be  addnced.  The  real  canso  of  forbear- 
inoe  to  take  this  exception  to  the  yalidity  of 
he  elections,  before  stated,  was,  that  the  com- 
Don  sense  and  nnderstanding  of  the  community 
K>ncarred  in  giving  the  constractlon  for  which 
^e  contend,  to  the  term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanent 
lomicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  person  to 
>e  determined— of  a  man  who,  though  once 
veil  known  as  both  an  inhabitant  and  resident, 
las  been  several  years  absent  ?  The  answer  is  not 
lifiScult ;  the  true  characteristic  is  the  aniimu 
*wertend%  the  intent  of  returning.  When  a 
>erson  removes  from  his  proper  home,  and  goes 
o  another  State  or  counlry  with  the  intention 
affixing  there  his  home,  his  rights,  as  an  in- 
labitant  of  the  place  from  which  he  departs, 
lease  immediately,  and  do  not  continue,  as  the 
x>mmittee  erroneously  suppose,  till  he  shall 
lave  acquired  new  rights  in  *^  the  place  where 
te  has  taken  up  his  residence."  Bep.  p.  5. 
[he  very  act  of  departure,  with  the  intention  of 
lot  returning,  severs  at  once  his  relation  ot 
litizen,  and  divests  all  his  rights  and  privileges 
IS  such.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  leaves  nis  home 
br  any  other  State  or  country  to  transact  busi- 
tess,  public  or  private — as  a  minister  in  a  foreign 
K>nrt,  or  a  conisul ;  or,  as  a  merchant^  a  fbctor, 
n*  a  student — still  intending;  when  the  object 
»f  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home  shidl 
lave  been  acteraplished,  to  return  and  resume 
lis  accustomed  residence;  then  he  is  never 
livested  of  the  rights  which  his  inhabitancy 
conferred.  His  absence,  it  is  true,  deprived  him, 
n  some  respects,  of  ei\jo^ng  those  lights,  while 
t  continued,  but  the  rights  themselves  were 
leither  extingaidied  nor  suspoided. 
^  In  many  cases,  it  is  true,  tnere  may  be  much 
lifficnlty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  exist- 
mce  or  non-existence  of  the  intention  of  re- 
uming;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  confbsed  and 
lontradictory  reasoning  of  the  committee  may 
M,  in  a  great  degree,  traced  to  their  mistaking 
he  evidence  of  thd  criterion  for  the  criterion 
toelf.  Thus  they  say,  p.  8,  if  a  son  absents 
limself  from  his  father^s  house  for  years,  and 
n  the  mean  time  marries  a  wife— his  or4;inal 
bmioil  must  be  considered  as  abandoned,  and 
i  new  on«  established,  Ao.  Now,  who  does 
lot  see  that  the  mere  circumstances  of  absence 
Irom  his  home  for  several  years,  and  marrying 
i  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipio  facto  a 
lermanent  change  cSt  habitation ;  they  are,  in- 
leed,  circumstances  havin)^  a  tendency  to  es- 
ablish  the  real  criterion,  the  intention.  The 
ruth  is,  a  person  cannot  assume  the  right  of  a 
itizen  or  inhabitant  in  the  place  to  which  he 
emovea,  without  his  own  volxmtary  assent 
The  relation  of  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  com- 
Dunity  where  he  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and  his 
asent  is  indispensable.  By  mere  residence,  it 
B  true,  he  incurs  certain  obligations,  and  by 
omity  between  our  States  and  cities^  his  silence 


alone  might  be  cansidered  as  implying  his  as- 
sent to  become  a  citizen ;  but  if  he  remains 
ffllent,  when  he  really  does  not  intend  to  be- 
come a  citizen  by  a  permanent  residence,  and 
by  that  means  is  admitted  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  citizen,  he  commits  a  fraud  upon  the  com- 
munity, whose  comity  is  thus  abused.  If  he 
disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the  place 
from  which  he  came  as  his  proper  home,  and 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to 
identify  himself  as  such  with  its  interests ;  he 
could  not  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants.  Will  any  one  deny  that 
a  person,  perdsting  in  such  an  intention,  ex- 
plidtiy  avowed,  of  returning  to  Boston  or 
Philadelphia,  his  native  city,  and  the  place  from. 
which  he  had  emigrated,  would  not  beaUowed, 
at  Richmond  or  Oharieeton,  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen?  No  length  of 
time,  not  even  marriage  or  any  other  circum- 
stance, could  obviate  the  single  objection  as 
long  as  it  continued  to  exist.  Our  laws  for 
nataralization  of  aliens  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a  court  of  record  of  the  wish  and 
intention  of  foreigners  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  duties  and  rights  of  citizens  The  differ- 
ence between  forei^ers  and  tiie  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  m  relation  to  each  other,  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  alienage,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression ;  the  principles  in  transfer  of  rights 
and  obligations  from  citizens  of  one  State  to 
another,  are  perfectiy  analogous.  The  intention 
in  one  case  must  be  solemnly  avowed  in  a  court, 
in  the  other  it  is  sometimes  inferred  from  ren- 
dence  and  silence^  with  other  concurrent  cir- 
cumstances; but,  m  neither  case,  can  the  new 
relation  of  citizen  be  obtained  against  the  ex- 
plicit intention  of  the  individual  himself. 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of 
the  member  f^m  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is 
contested.  He  is  a  native  of  Oanton,  in  the 
State  for  which  he  was  elected;  but,  at  an 
early  age,  left  his  father^s  house^  and  received 
his  education  at  a  college  in  a  neighboring 
State.  When  his  education  was  completed,  he 
was  appointed  an  instructor  in  tiie  same  semi- 
nary, where  he  remained  several  years. 

On  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  was  very 
shortly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  on  that  occarion,  his  absence 
from  the  State  was  nidged  as  a  disqualification 
under  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  before  stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of 
members  within  the  State  for  a  term  of  years 
next  preceding.  After  fvHH  investigation,  the 
objection  was   abandoned,  which  is  another 

Practical  interpretation  of  the  term  inhabitant, 
1  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  In  autumn, 
1817,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  ox 
State  aderk  in  tiukt  department^  in  which  situ- 
ation he  remained,  till  he  was  elected  to  the 
station  which  he  now  occupies.  During  this 
period,  he  has  frequently  revisited  his  friends 
m  Norfolk  distirict^  and  has  constantiy  main- 
tained such  an  intercourse  through  the  medium 
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of  friendB  and  correspondents,  as  has  preserved 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  present  constita- 
ents,  and  of  their  sentiments  and  political 
Tiews.  Indeed,  without  this,  it  ma7  safely  be 
affirmed  he  conld  not  have  obtained  a  nomina- 
tion, much  less  an  election,  against  numerous 
competitors  and  powerfol  opposition.  Several 
years  since,  it  is  within  my  personal  knowledge, 
though  not  included  in  the  printed  evidence 
before  the  committee,  that  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  same  station,  which,  however,  was  at 
that  time  conferred  on  the  worthy  predecessor 
in  this  House  of  Governor  Eustis.  Before  his 
appointment  to  the  State  department,  and  while 
an  instructor  at  Providence,  he  selected  a  libra- 
ry, of  considerable  value,  which  was  placed  in 
his  apartment  in  his  fatner's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.  In  Washington  he  had  lived  in  a 
boarding-house,  and  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  official  duties,  taking  no  share 
whatever  in  the  local  concerns  of  the  city  or 
the  District.  He  never  assembled  at  the  ward 
or  other  local  meetings,  was  never  a  candidate 
for  any  office,  was  never  assessed  in  any  tax,  or 
took  any  other  concern  in  the  interests  of  the 
place,  than  any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to 
become  a  citiaen  of  Washington,  it  is  reason- 
able to  presume  he  would  have  intermingled  in 
the  various  measures  which  have  charaoterieed 
the  citizens  of  the  District.  With  the  ambition 
which  we  must  admit  he  has  always  enter- 
tained, of  participating  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  an  honorable  ambition,  of  which  he 
never  lost  sight,  instead  of  se^dn^  that  distinc- 
tion from  the  suffirages  of  his  native  district  of 
Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foremost 
among  those  who  nave  so  exerted  their  efforts 
to  obtain  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Oolum- 
bia  upon  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these 
efforts  he  might  reasonably  have  expected  some 
distinction ;  and,  could  the  point  have  been  at- 
tained by  delivering  the  citizens  from  what 
some  of  them  have  recentiy  denominated  the 
'*  despotism  "  of  Congress — a  paternal  despot- 
ism, however,  they  admit  it  to  be — ^he  might 
fairly  have  challenged  a  high  place  among  the 
^liberators''  of  the  present  times.  From  all 
these  overt  acts  of  citizenship,  he  wholly  ab- 
stained ;  and  these,  in  my  opinion,  constitute  a 
chun  of  negative  facts,  wmch,  in  coincidence 
with  his  continued  and  uncontradicted  declara- 
tions of  his  intention  of  remaining  a  citizen  and 
ii^abitant  of  Massachusetts,  which  are  so  ex- 
plicitiy  proved,  can  leave  no  possible  doubt  that 
such  waa  his  intention,  fixed  and  unchanging, 
from  the  day  of  his  departure  to  the  present 
hour. 

Mr.  BA]n>OLPH,  of  Virginia,  made  a  short 
speech  in  support  of  the  report^  and  against  the 
right  of  the  sitting  member. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  not,"  and  decided  in 
the  negative— ayes  65,  noes  105. 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  refused  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  adverse  to  Mr.  Bailey's  daim  to  a  seat 


Mr.  RA2n>OLFH  th^i  moved  that  the  oommitr 
tee  rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  vith  thit 
report 

Mr.  Bailxt  expressed  a  wish  to  addrea  tba 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  g^tksua 
from  Virginia  would  withdraw  his  motion,  ai)|i 
suffer  the  committee  to  report  progress,  and  tk 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Bbkht  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bai- 

DOLPH. 

Mr.  FuixBB  moved  to  report  progress  vsAvk 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motioii  oat  of 
order,  as  it  was  not  yet  four  o'clock,  and  tbe 
rule  of  the  House  forbade  such  a  motioii  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  tiiat  hoar,  un- 
less to  ask  leave  to  sit  on  a  day  subsequent  tD 
the  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiB  contended  that  the  rule  did 
not  apply,  and  appealed  from  the  demon  of 
the  Chair. 

Some  confuMon  ensued.  Several  memben 
were  up  at  once.  The  appeal  was  withdravn, 
and,  after  much  altercation,  the  question  ▼» 
taken  on  reporting  and  aaking  leave,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  79,  noes  86. 

The  question  was  next  put  on  reporting  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  without  aiDfiod- 
ment,  and  carried. 

The  hour  of  four  having  by  this  time  airiM 
Mr.  FuLLBB  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  vis 
carried. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  Am 
resolution,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  and 
the  question  being  put  on  granting  leave,  itvtf 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  84,  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Culfkfsb,  the 
House  adjourned. 

[The  gnmnds  on  which  this  question  reeta^  inUte 
best  understood  by  oomperingthe  report  of  die  Ccn- 
mittee  of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey's  replj.  It  D>r 
be  necessary,  sammazily,  to  state  that  Mr.  Buk^i 
when  elected  by  his  oonstitoents  at  Norfolk,  in  Mtf*. 
sachnsetts,  was,  and  for  several  years  bad  been,  ie> 
siding  at  Washington,  perfonning  the  daty  of  t  dedL 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  had  mamed  in  ^ 
city ;  but  had  taken  no  share  in  municipal  ooooens 
here,  and  constantly  declared  his  intention  to  lettm 
to  Massachusetts,  where  his  home  was  stated  to  K 
and  where  he  possessed  a  valuable  libiaiy.  It  is  ooa- 
tended  by  the  Committee  of  Elections^  that  be  «ib 
not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  Norfolk  in  the  sense  of  tbs 
oonstitation,  but  was  an  inhabitant  of  Washiagtoa; 
it  is  insisted  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  his  defeodeit,  ^ 
though  actoally  recddent  at  Waahinfton,  tfaii  m^ 
dence  was  temporaiy,  his  home  was  m  Nocftik,  •» 
he  was,  therefore,  an  <' inhabitaiit "  of  the  Isttar 
place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitDtioo,  sad 
was  to  be  considered  on  ue  same  footing  wi&  f<** 
eign  Mimsters,  who,  though  bodily  absent,  onpobbs 
service,  retain,  nevertheless,  their  homes  in  tiieir  own 
States,  and  are  eligible  to  Congress,  &c.] 

Thitbsdat,  March  18. 

Mr,  Bailey's  Case. 
Mr.  Stobbs  said:  Let  us  discard,  ar,  these 
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mbtle  refinements,  whicK  only  lead  ns  from 
Mrplezity  to  absurdity,  and  construe  this  con- 
ititation  as  we  should,  according  to  the  plain 
x>mmon  aoceptaUon  of  words.  It  is  a  question 
)f  common  sense  merely.  The  gentleman  has 
■esided  in  this  city  more  than  seven  years ;  his 
'smily  are  here ;  his  dwelling-place  is  here ;  it 
s  his  home.  He  is  eligible  to  any  office  under 
he  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of  taz- 
ition  in  the  District — ^liable  to  jury  duties.  I 
epeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  commit- 
ee  before.  It  has  not  yet  been  answered.  If 
his  District  was  entitled  to  a  delegate  in  this 
louse,  whose  qualification  should  be  that  he 
vaa  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
rould  he  not  be  eligible  to  the  place  ?  Is  he 
tot  now  entitled  to  every  privilege  or  right  of 
tn  inhabitant  of  this  District,  Be  those  rights 
rhat  they  may,  civil  or  political?  These  qnes- 
ions  must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  and, 
Qoless  it  can  be  shown,  that  he  has  a  sort  of 
louble  capacity,  which  may  constitute  him  an 
nhabitant  of  two  distinct  places  at  one  time, 
Old  furnish  him  with  two  different  domicils,  he 
nust  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  of  this 
^strict  What  the  nature  of  his  rights  may 
le  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question  of  no  im- 
K>rtance.  Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is  enti- 
led to  them,  whatever  they  may  be.  It  is 
nough  for  ns  that  he  has  become  an  inhabitant 
if  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
f  assachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnox- 
ous  to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
orbids  his  eligibility  in  that  State. 
Against  these  plain  conclusions  of  common 
ense,  it  has  been  maintained,  that  he  is,  never- 
helesfl^  to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of 
iligibility,  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.  It 
B  so  contended,  for  the  alle^  reason  that  the 
emoval  of  a  person  to  this  District,  for  the 
lorpose  of  executing  a  public  office,  shall  not 
rork  a  dissolution  of  his  inhabitancy  in  the 
Itate  from  whence  he  comes ;  but  that  he  shaU 
till  be  deemed  to  retain  his  inhabitancy  as  a 
idzen  of  tiiat  State.  This  doctrine  can  only 
le  maintained  on  ground  derived  either  from 
be  peculiar  political  relative  situation  of  the 
Mstrict,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or  em- 
l(>yment.  What  peculiarity,  sir,  exists  in  rela- 
lon  to  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  not 
ommon  to  all  other  territories  of  the  United 
Itates?  We  have  the  *' power  of  exercising 
xclusive  legislation  in  all  cases"  over  it— a 
»hrase  which  denotes  unlimited  sovereignty. 
f e  are  sovereign  here  precisely  in  the  same 
ense.  and  to  the  same  extenl^  as  over  all  na- 
ional  territory.  The  same  jurisdiction,  for  the 
ame  purposes,  to  an  unlinuted  degree,  we  en- 
Dy  over  them  alL  Inhabitancy  in  this  District 
» precisely  of  the  nature  of  innabitancy  in  any 
fther  territory  of  the  United  States.  Are  gen- 
lemen  prepared  to  maintain  that  all  the  cmi- 
;rints  to  the  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Territories,  retain  their  inhabitancy,  under  any 
echnical  notion,  in  the  respective  States  from 
rhich  they  went?  or  if  a  different  rule  is  to  be 


applied  to  their  case,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
point  out  in  what  particular  such  a  difference 
exists  from  this  District,  and  on  what  principles 
it  is  founded.  Is  it  possible  that  inhabitancy 
may  be  acquired  in  these  Territories  by  re- 
moval to,  and  settlement  in  them,  and  not  in 
this  District  ?  It  is  a  distinction  altogether  un- 
tenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  nature  of  the 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  duties 
of  the  office,  which  can  justly  create  a  distinc- 
tion? Had  the  gentleman  been  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Norfolk,  to  which  place 
he  had  removed,  where  he  had  married,  and 
resided  seven  years,  he  would  clearly  be  eligible 
to  this  House,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia. 
His  appointment  as  a  judge  in  the  Territory  of 
Michi^^  or  Florida,  and  removal  to  the  seat  of 
his  duties  in  such  territory,  would  equally  con- 
stitute him  an  inhabitant  of  the  territory,  and 
he  would  doubtless  acquire  the  capacity  of  be- 
ing eligible  to  this  House  as  a  delegate. 

If  the  rule  which  gentlemen  contend  fbr  ap- 
plies to  a  removal  to  a  Territory  by  reason  of 
some  saving  power  of  original  State  inhabitan- 
cy derived  from  tiie  nature  of  the  employment, 
the  same  reason  would  preserve  the  inhabitancy 
on  a  removal  to  other  States,  and  all  public 
fbnctionaries  would  thus  retain  or  acquire  the 
right  of  eligibility  either  in  the  States  from 
which  they  removed,  or  which  they  had  adopt- 
ed, or  both.  By  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  all  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
your  Western  land  offices,  the  governors  and 
judges  of  the  Territories,  from  Lake  Erie  to 
Florida,  and  your  Indian  agents^  are  to  be 
deemed  inhabitants  of  their  original  States  and 
eligible  as  such  to  this  House.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  also  define  the  extent 
of  this  privilege  of  their  original  inhabitancy. 
Were  they  to  he  considered  as  inhabitants  of 
the  States  from  which  they  emigrated  for  any 
other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes?  Would 
they  be  recognized  in  such  States  as  inhabitants 
for  any  local  purposes  ?  or  must  not  the  argu- 
ment result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  el%i- 
bility  to  this  House  is  the  only  capacity  which 
thev  retain  during  all  their  migrations  ?  If  any 
su<m  anomalous  and  incongruous  doctrine  can 
be  supported,  let  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  put  a  case 
which  has  actually  occurred  and  now  exists. 
The  present  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  re- 
moved from  South  OarQlina  to  Philadelphia  oa 
the  organization  of  the  Government— he  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  Philadelphia  nntil  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  dty 
in  1801.  Had  he  been  elected  before  1801  as  a 
representative  in  Congress  from  the  city  or 
county  of  Philadelphia^  would  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  he  Was  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
place,  and  for  that  reason  ineligible  ?  He  has 
since  removed  to  this  city ;  and  I  ask  whether, 
by  this  new  doctrine,  he  is  still  to  be  considered 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia^  or  has  he  been 
remitted  bac^  to  his  first  inhabitancy  in  South 
Oarolina,  because  this  District  is  territory,  and 
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not  within  any  of  the  States — or  for  any  other 
reason  f  It  has  been  asked,  in  general  terms, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  disfranchise  all  who  hold 
public  offices  in  the  District?  No,  sir,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  ontlaw  them,  if  this  is  what  is 
meant  by  the  question.  But,  when  gentlemen 
use  these  extreme  expressions,  it  is  well  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  political  right  of  all  has 
been  abridged  in  this  respect  by  the  constitu- 
tion. An  inhabitant  of  one  State  is  deprived 
of  the  right  of  being  elected  in  all  the  other 
States,  is  there  any  reason  in  the  imagination 
of  any  part  of  the  House,  why  this  District,  or 
those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  should  be  more 
highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  unlimited 
privileges,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  States? 
W  here,  theu,  is  the  disfranchisement  which  has 
been  so  often  complained  of  and  resounded  in 
this  debate,  and  in  what  does  it  consist  ?  The 
inhabitants  of  this  District  are,  in  this  respect, 
on  a  perfect  equality  with  all  others.  If  they 
have  not  tiie  right  of  sitting  in  this  House  as 
members,  the  fault,  if  anywhere,  is  in  the  con- 
stitution, which  has  denied  the  District  a  repre- 
sentation, because  it  is  a  union  of  the  States 
and  not  of  Territories. 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o^dook)  made  to 
adjourn:  lost — ayes  80,  noes  05. 

Mr.  McDuvFU  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

*<  That  it  is  the  qnnion  of  this'  Hoose  that  John 
Bailey  came  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intention  of  retaining  to  the  State  of 
Haaaachnsetts,  and  that  the  sud  intention  has  con- 
tinned  to  the  time  of  bis  election  to  thia  House. 

"  Retoivedy  thertfore^  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
in  this  House.** 

Mr.  Abohkb  moved  to  adjourn ;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  lost — ayes  80,  noes  100. 

The  Question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tatlob  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment 

Mr.  Sloans  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  call  the  House  sustained — ayes  98,  noes 
78. 

Mr.  Moors,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs  on  the  question. 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  tiie  House  refxised 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  question  w&s  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  all  debate  as  well  as 
amendment,)  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, — 
yeas  125,  nays  55. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en- 
titied  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

[Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
the  vote  of  Mr.  McDuffis  was  called  for,  he 
rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and 
gave  as  a  reason,  ^'  that  he  wished  those  who 
should  come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  under- 
stand the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested, 
for  which  purpose  he  offered  an  amendment, 


and  which  had  been  put  aside,  withoit  i  £•• 
sion,  by  the  previous  question.'^ 


Fbidat,  March  19. 
EfflKt  of  the  Tariff,  Se. 

Mr.  Yak  Rensselazb,  fh>m  the  ConnBtto 
on  Agriculture,  who  were  instructed  to  iraai 
if  an  increase  of  the  dnty  now  estabG^  tf 
law,  on  any  article  of  foreign  growth  or  loaBAt 
ture,  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  agncdtsrii 
and  if  there  be  any  such  artide,  to  osem  k 
same,  together  with  the  additional  amooit  i 
duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  tpic^ 
tural  interest,  made  a  report ;  which  "wa  U 
on  the  table. 

Tlie  report  is  as  follows  : 

That,  in  the  apprehenaon  ofyonr  c<mimilH  i^ 
ever  increases  the  consomptaon  of  itoprodoA  ^ 
ther  at  home  or  abroad,  neoesaarily  adrucai  ^* 
terest  of  agiicoltnre.  He  who  cnltrratei  the  vl 
looks  beyond  the  supply  of  his  own  mots  &rii 
profits  of  bb  labor.  He  looks  to  a  markel  ibr  the » 
plus  products  of  his  industry.  The  bome  niiil^i 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  b  at  all  tinw  to  b 
preferred  to  the  foreign  market,  when  the  rensirf 
agricultural  pursuits  is  equal — the  fbnner  a  ki 
precarious  than  ihe  latter ;  it  ia,  also,  marepoBntf 
and  certain,  and  above  tbe  reach  of  restniiaBg  mi 
prohibitory  duties  of  foreign  hostility ;  and  «^J^ 
home  maiket  can  be  increased  in  its  deiasB^  ^ 
out  diminishing  in  a  greater  degree  the  ibnigi «» 
sumption,  it  would  seem  wise  and  pnadent  topMtf 
its  extension  by  eveiy  rational  means  wim  ^ 
sphere  of  l^jialation. 

Your  committee  consider  the  increase  of  ^Eaea 
many  foreixu  articles  now  imported  into  the  U^ 
States,  womd  promote  tiie  agricolteral  pro^ic?' 
the  nation.    A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  bs- 
ufactures  would  necessarily  depend  on  the  kmeft 
subsistence,  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  pn^B^ 
division  of  labor  than  now  exists;    A  oew  wmAs 
would  be  opened,  and  a  new  demand  created,  fir^ 
the  raw  materials  which  new  mannfactniw  vv 
consume.    It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  thsB"*' 
factored  articles  now  consumed  by  the  peofferf^ 
United  States  were  manufactured  within  the  bOBis 
of  our  oonntxy,  from  the  raw  material  fuiiiiitf  ¥ 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  iuuisw 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  coosidexsUf  ^| 
mented.    Demand  and  consumption  voold  her 
rectly  extended — a  great  extent  of  soii  now  d^^ 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  affind  no  ''^^ 
stimulus  to  ciutivation.    The  soil  and  dimsa  «  * 
United  States  are  capable  of  produclag  the  t^ 
articles  necessary  for  such  manufacturing^  ewv' 
ments  as  will  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  vk^: 
and  of  such  as  would  ineritably  be  coosonei  J*" 
vided  manufiicturing  labor  should  be  extendei  ^* 
comprehenmve  and  rigorous  system  of  poB^i  *■* 
lated  to  unfold  our  agricultural  resoorce^  s  ^^ 
emulation  and  industry  would  be  diffiMBdo»** 
land  ;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  aitenisl  ^^JJ 
would  rise  up ;  the  expense  «f  *n«"P*^^"JJZ 
artioles  would  be,  in  a  great  measor^  *!^"f;k 
fad,  that  which  should  be  ardent^  wiafaw» 
every  agricultural  countiy,  a  home  Biaik«^  •^ 
^>pear;  this,  too,  would  j^ve  a  maiket  st  on* 
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nousy  in  point  of  demaaci,  but  sore,  iteady,  and  tm- 
ahanging.    The  poliov,  ^e  caprice,  the  sdfishueM, 
md  UM  hostOity  of  otner  nations  ooold  not  afifoct  it 
On  this  point,  dierefoie,  the  committee  camiot  enter- 
tain any  doubt     The  extenaon  of  domestic  mann- 
ractnres,  depending  on  the  production  of  such  raw 
materials  as  can  be  foond  in  this  conntry,  must  in- 
srease  the  demand  and  consumption  of  those  mate- 
rials, and  of  course  secure  a  new  and  ready  market 
As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
inerease  of  duty  should  i^ply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need 
only  remark,  that,  if  the  principles  which  itoj  ad- 
vance be  sound,  the  duty  uiould  embrace  every  raw 
material  found  or  procured  with  ease  and  cheapness, 
and  in  abundance  in  the  United  States.    The  com- 
mittee have  confined  themselves  to  the  home  market, 
in  the  brief  view  which  they  have  presented.     The 
question  how  far  the  increase  of  this  home  market, 
by  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign  articles,  would 
affect  the  demand  of  our  agricultural  products  abroad, 
leads  to  a  new  trab  of  considerations.    The  first 
inquiry  which  naturaOy  occurs  on  this  point  is,  what 
are  the  inducements  with  foreign  nations  to  purchase 
the  productions  of  our  soil?  what  their  motives? 
what  the  moving  causes  dT  tiie  market  which  they 
extend  P    Is  their  policy  founded  on  favor,  reciproci- 
ty, self-interest,  or  necessity  ?    On  tins  subject,  there 
is  little  ground  for  diflerence  of  opinion.    Foreign 
nations  act  not  for  us,  but  for  themselves.    Favor, 
and  even  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for  their  measures 
towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare  expediency. 
They  will  consume  our  raw  materials  when  they 
cannot  do  better;  when  they  can,  they  will  not  con- 
sume them.     When  the  consumption  of  our  agricul- 
tural products  comes  in  contact  with  any  principle  of 
political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  condition, 
a  hostile  tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.    Hence,  the 
foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends  but 
little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  find  in 
this  countiy ;  and,  whether  we  purchase  more  or  less, 
foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards  us, 
by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system  of 
duties  which  we  may  adopt ;  at  least,  so  it  appears  to 
your  committee. 

How  long  would  Great  Britain  purchase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands  ?  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  culti- 
vated by  the  American  agriculturist,  if  they  could 
find  their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  ad- 
vantageous conditions,  by  home  industxy?  Tliese 
questions  are  answered  by  their  proposition ;  it  is, 
therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
foreign  market  for  our  agricultural  products,  and  for 
tile  staple  articles  of  our  exports,  in  the  diape  of  raw 
materials,  will  not  be  essentially  aflSscted  by  any  in- 
crease of  duty  on  those  foreign  manufactures  wUch 
are  composed  of  similar  materials. 

As  to  the  amouDt  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions, which  need  not  be  detailed ;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
our  raw  muterials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  man- 
afacturer  in  his  pursuits ;  it  must  be  competent  to 
build  up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  countiy,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonable  encouragement,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  man- 
v&cture,  which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 


our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would 
refer,  generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  select- 
ing any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bilL 

The  Tariff  Bill 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  again  went 
into  Oommittee  of  die  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Oosmior  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
for  amending  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  MoEim^s  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  ^^  on 
tallow,  font  cents  per  ponnd." 

TalhtB. 

Mr.  Batliks  said  that  he  felt  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  which 
had  been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
House,  to  the  object  of  the  memorialists  of  New 
Bedford  and  NantQcket.  As  he  bad  the  honor 
to  claim  the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as 
constituents,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
ofiTer  some  remarks  touching  the  memoriads  and 
the  remonstrances,  and,  he  trusted,  that,  id- 
though  four  great  cities  had  combined  their 
forces,  on  this  question,  that  the  interests  of 
two  humble  and  obscure  villages  would  not  be 
neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  appear  that  it  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation  that  those  inter- 
ests should  be  protected. 

The  whole  population,  directly  interested  in 
the  whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  80,000.  llie  tallow-chandlers  say  that 
'^imported  tallow  is  not  fit  to  be  manu&ctured 
into  candles  for  exportation,  or  for  home  con* 
sumption ; "  of  course  it  can  make  no  difiTerence 
to  them,  so  &r  as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is 
concerned.  But  they  say  ^  an  increased  duty 
will  prevent  its  manufacture  and  limit  the  ex- 

Sort/'  It  is  evident  that  they  wish  to  keep 
own  the  price  of  tallow,  and  therefore  their 
interest  is  at  variance  witn  the  interest  of  the 
growers  of  cattle. 

Should  it  be  admitted  that  all  the  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would  be  real- 
ized, yet  they  find  a  remedy  in  the  drawback, 
and  the  allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  ib» 
protection  to  whalemen  to  almost  nothing.  I 
do  not  know  but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the 
section  which  allows  the  drawback  should  be 
stricken  from  the  bill. 

They  obtain,  by  that  section,  75'  per  cent  of 
the  duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am 
aware  that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds 
which  may  be  practised  on  the  reyeuue— I  do 
not  pretend  to  deny  but  that  frauds  ma^  be 
committed ;  every  article  embrace  in  the  bill  is 
liable  to  the  same  objection ;  if  the  whole  com- 
munity are  rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that 
many  frauds  may  be  successfully  attempted ;  but 
if  these  tallow-chandlers  are  what  they  repre- 
sent themselves  to  be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  question  their  assertions,)  but  little  danger 
on  this  score  is  to  be  apprehended — if  they  are 
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not,  they  ought  not  to  recelye  the  benefit  of 
the  drawback. 

An  increased  dnty  on  tallow  would  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers 
of  cattle;  by  the  £eu:mer,  the  effect  would  be 
felt  at  once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery, 
though  equally  sure,  would  be  more  remote. 

The  interest  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture, are  inseparably  connected ;  this  connec- 
tion will  clearly  appear,  if  the  following  circum- 
stances are  considered :  Nothing  is  nsed  in  the 
construction  of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is 
obtained  from  the  farmers,  with  the  exception 
of  iron,  duck,  and  cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained  from  the  woodlands 
of  the  farmer.  The  plank  are  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  fre- 
quently of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles.  A 
snip  going  round  Cape  Horn  requires  from  100 
to  160  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  150  barrels  of 
flour,  a  considerable  quantity  of  peas,  beans, 
cheese,  butter,  rice,  com,  £a  ;  supplies  not 
drawn  from  a  small  territorial  space,  but  from 
a  wide  country.  Staves  and  hard  pine  boards 
for  heading  are  obtained  almost  exclusiyely  from 
the  South,  particularly  from  Gleorgia  and  the 
Carolinas. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services 
of  a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required, 
viz: 

Shipwrights,  ahip-joiners,  calkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sfulmakers,  blacksmiths,  boat- 
builders,  painters,  &c. 

All  these  mechanics  are  fed  by  the  feurmers. 

Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessds,  is  in  constant 
requisition  for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz : 
that  of  coopers,  in  manu&cturing  the  casks  ne- 
cessary to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in 
the  whale  voyages. 

The  manu&cture  of  iron  hoops  for  the  casks 
has  already  become  a  great  and  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturing  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  annually  required. 

Numbers  of  coasting  vessels  are  constantly 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  whale  ships. 
First,  in  bringing  from  New  York  and  the  States 
further  South  the  flour  and  provisions  for  feed- 
ing the  crew,  and  in  the  transportation  of  staves, 
boards,  &c. ;  and  then  in  transporting  the  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  light-houses,  and 
the  towns  and  cities  on  the  Atkmtic. 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 
liquors,  &c.,  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. 

The  mind,  in  pursuing  the  business  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications,  is  lost 
in  utter  astonishment  at  finding  such  a  vast 
variety  of  interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  and 
such  an  equal  diffusion  of  its  benefits ;  not  en- 
riching monopolists,  but  bringing  plenty  to  the 
door  of  the  f£U*mer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufac- 
turer, and  tiie  merchant;  not  paying  a  miserable 
stipend  of  monthly  wages  for  the  toils,  the 
dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  sickness,  and  the  I 


lives  of  our  uoble-hearted  and  invalmUe  » 
men,  but  admitting  them  to  share  tiie  profibi 
well  as  the  dangm  of  their  long  and  advats- 
rons  voyages.  The  oil  is  shared  in  certain  pn- 
portions  by  the  ship-owners,  masiers,' nateii 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  s  oommoe. 
The  profit  is  common.  The  loss  is  eomooB. 
There  is  certainly  no  branch  of  navigstioii  or 
manufactures  wMch,  according  to  tiie  opilil 
employed,  requires  so  much  labor  as  tius. 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  So- 
tucket  expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  ^ipei; 
after  a  full  examination,  that  it  would befcrdi 
national  interest  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Every  day's  experience  proves  that  it  ii  18 
our  Navy  we  must  look  for  the  proteelaoD  4. 
our  commerce, 

That  NavT,  to  be  efficient,  must  be  JomA 
by  young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  Aii 
nursery  or  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  inTibiliib 
Every  whale  ship  takes  from  six  to  mne  gna 
haiids;  and,  after  one  voyage,  retmu  thai 
fini^ed  seamen,  made  so,  sir,  by  the  loog  ud 
continuous  voyage,  and  by  the  sober,  oomit, 
and  steady  discipline  which  universal! jpnf^ 
in  these  ships.  They  are  returned  with  untBi^ 
ed  morals,  and  with  qualities  peculiar  and greit; 
yes,  sir,  great  It  requires  no  ordinaiy  neolB- 
tion  to  unfurl  the  sail  to  the  winds  of  beaTee; 
to  separate  from  persons  and  objects  made  dear 
by  association,  connection,  and  familj  ties;  to 
abandon  for  years  the  face  of  civilization—thar 
^ip  theur  world,  with  nothing  aroandtheDi^ 
the  wide  waste  of  waters ; 

''  Their  march  upon  the  mofuntaln  wave^ 
Their  home  upon  the  deep." 

It  is  by  long  separation  from  accustomed  » 
sociations,  that  men  aoqnire  that  habitodai 
thought  and  of  action,  which  qualifies  them  &r 
the  employment  to  which  they  are  destssai 
The  seamen  nurtured  in  this  emplojment  m 
the  hardiest,  the  boldest,  the  most  adveotanNSi 
the  most  enterprising  in  the  world.  Whboat 
question,  they  surpass  all  others.  The  bs^ 
of  their  employment  stimulates  andstieD£;th|^ 
qualities  the  most  rare,  and  the  most  Tt^m^ 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  our  coast,  or  dot- 
ing into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  or  perfcfo- 
ing  a  fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  ser 
men  are  made.    In  this  fishery  the  ^^J^ 
are  fashioned  into  heroes:  thej  are  inured  io 
danger  in  its  direst  form.    Themanvboca 
steer  a  boat  upon,  or  strike  a  harpoon  into  t 
whale,  cannot  be  a  coward ;  courage  is  u  i^ 
ceasary  to  him  as  the  air  to  life,  and  not  (W 
courage  but  coolness  and  presence  rfnu* 
Nurtured  on  the  ocean,  he  is  f amiKariaed  to » 
dangers ;  no  circumstances  can  disoonotft)  tf 
disasters  intimidate  him.    The  honors  of  ••» 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  vhalemaa;  i»* 
constantiy  engaged  in  fights,  which  render  f» 
puny  efforts  of  hostile  man  but  spwt  to  ^ 
Some  of  these  seamen  were  in  the  ^®?J^ 
was  the  gallant  commander  of  that  lil-^ 
ship  now  present)  he  oould  tell  yon,  sir,  »^ 
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luring  that  horrible  scene  at  Valparaiso,  when 
be  8t(X)d  on  his  deck  knee  deep  in  blood  and 
samage,  when  his  men  were  falling  in  masses 
ftronnd  him,  nntil,  to  nse  the  words  of  Mr. 
lifadison,  "  hnmanity  tore  down  the  colors  which 
iraJor  had  nailed  to  the  mast  *' — ^he  conld  tell 
fron,  sir,  that,  dnring  this  disastrous  time,  during 
this  scene  of  horrors,  he  found  no  braver  spirits 
in  his  ship  than  the  whalemen  of  New  Eng, 
land. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oambre- 
LBNG,)  in  a  speech  with  which  he  favored  this 
sommittee,  a  few  days  since,  on  the  general 
merits  of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid 
sologinm  pronounced  by  Edmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gen- 
erally, and  to  our  commerce  generally.  It  was 
iardly  fiair  in  him,  hostile  as  he  is  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whalemen  [Mr.  Oajcbbsleno  denied 
Jiat  he  was  hostile  to  them.  Mr.  Baylies  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  to  find  it  so.  and  con- 
anued] — ^I  say,  sir,  that  this  beautiiul  effusion 
>f  eloquence  was  elicited  from  Burke  on  the 
mbject  of  the  whale  fishery,  when  the  fishery 
waa  confined  to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford. 
[t  will  well  bear  repeating,  and  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  I  will  repeat  it. 

Mr.  Bayuks  then  read  an  extract  from 
Burke's  speech  on  conciliation  with  America : 

"  As  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  have  drawn 
*Tom  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all  that  mat- 
ter folly  opened  at  your  bar. 

**  You  snzely  thon^ht  those  acquisitions  of  value ; 
for  they  even  seemed  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet 
Jm  spirit  by  which  that  enterprising  employment 
[las  been  exercised,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  raised  your  esteem  and  admiration.  And 
pray,  sir,  what  in  the  world  is  equal  to  it?  Pass 
by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  people  of  New  Encjland  have  of  late  carried  on 
tlie  whale  fishery.  Whilst  we  foUow  them  among 
the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice,  and  behold  them  pen- 
strating  into  the  deepest  frozen  recesses  of  Hud- 
son's Bay  and  Davis's  Straits ;  whilst  we  are  look- 
ing for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle — ^we  hear  that 
they  have  pierced  into  the  opposite  region  of  polar 
xM ;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged 
inder  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  South.  Falkland 
[alands,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic  an 
>bject  for  the  grasp  of  national  ambition,  is  but  a 
itage  and  resting-place  in  the  progress  of  tiieir  ricto- 
rioua  industry. 

'*Nor  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  disconraging  to 
them  than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both  the  polea 
We  know  that,  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line, 
ind  strike  the  harpoon,  on  the  coaat  of  Africa,  others 
ran  the  longitude,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game 
ilong  the  coast  of  Brazil.  No  sea  but  what  is  vexed 
t>jr  their  fisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to 
ftieir  toila 

**  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  ac- 
tivity of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity 
nf  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  most  perilous 
OBOde  of  hardy  industiy  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  pushed  by  this  recent  people ;  a  people  who 
are  still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristie,  and  not  yet  bar- 
loned  into  the  bone  of  manhood." 


Thus  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman 
speak  in  the  British  Parliament,  of  this  fishery 
in  1774,  when  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  de- 
gree, to  its  present  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered in  reference  to  the  capital,  tonnage,  num- 
ber of  seamen,  or  the  length  and  dm*ation  of 
the  voyages.  The  flight  of  an  imagination 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  circle  of 
human  existence,  did  not  waft  his  mind  to  the 
points  to  which  these  enterprising,  these  ad- 
venturous navigators,  have  attained.  Instead 
of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the  po- 
lar ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagina- 
tion of  Burke  could  scarcely  have  followed 
them  along  the  long  track  of  waters  which  they 
now  encompass.  The  range  of  their  enterprise 
is  limited  only  by  the  limits  of  the  world. 
They  now  pursue  their  ^* gigantic  game"  all 
round  an  ocean  which,  in  1774,  they  had  not 
entered,  or  scarcely  approached.  Those  lonely 
isles  in  the  South  Sea,  on  "  ocean's  bound,"  are 
as  familiar  to  them,  more  familiar,  than  the  city 
of  Washington.  Sometimes  they  may  be  found 
at  the  desolate  Massafuero.  Sometimes  on  the 
coast  of  Oalifomia.  Sometimes  off  the  se- 
cluded harbors  of  Japan.  Sometimes  at  Mada- 
gascar. Sometimes  at  New  Holland,  and  some- 
times at  that  horrible  region,  lately  discovered, 
called  New  Shetland,  the  clime  of  eternal 
winter. 

This  fishery  began  very  early,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was 
what  Burke  described  it  to  be.  With  its  pres- 
ent condition,  the  committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  grown  to  its  present  greatness  without 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  protection, 
almost  without  notice. 

For  protection,  the  whalemen  have  never 
asked.  While  subsistence  was  to  be  derived 
from  their  employment,  they  never  obtruded 
themselves  upon  the  Government.  Contented 
with  the  gains  of  their  "  hard  industry,"  they 
persisted  in  this  course  until,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  York  and  Baltimore  memo- 
rialists, they  found  theniselves  "  half  ruined," 
and,  to  prevent  total  ruin,  they  have  presented 
their  grievances  to  the  nation. 

When  Mr.  Baylies  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Oambrelbnq,  of  New  York,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if 
granted,  would  not  be  any  relief  to  those  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation 
of  the  duty  to  be  nugatory,  because  a  drawback 
is  allowed  by  the  bill  on  exported  soap  and 
candles,  and  the  whole  amount  of  imported 
taUow,  (about  a  million  of  pounds,)  is  now 
made  into  soap  and  candles  for  exportation — so 
that  the  Government  would  collect  the  duty 
with  one  hand,  and  pay  it  back  in  drawback 
with  the  other. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  went  fully 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case; 
showed  why  the  Russian  tallow  is  cheaper,  its 
use  in  the  manufacture  of  soap— the  amount 
exported,  the  benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufac- 
turer, and  the  gain  to  the  country.    He  then 
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went  on  to  show  that  the  benefits  of  the  duty 
to  the  whalemen  and  oil  dealers  would  be  very 
doubtful,  and  would  by  no  means  oompensate 
for  the  loss  of  exports,  which  must  be  its  effect 
He  showed  that  the  proposed  drawback  would 
be  of  no  use  to  the  manufacturer,  being  paid  to 
the  importing  merchant;  and  if  it  were,  it 
could  not  be  estimated,  because  the  import  is 
in  tallow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in  soap.  He 
remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine  that  a 
balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports  to  any  particu- 
lar country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by 
trade  with  that  country — ^which  he  denomi- 
nated jargon  and  nonsense.  We  export  noth- 
ing to  the  South  Seas,  and  brine  back  great 
amounts  from  there;  so  the  baianoe  of  the 
trade  is  against  us.  Is  it  therefore  a  losing 
trade? 

Mr.  BsKD,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Wkbstsb,  and  stated  the  claims  of  the  whale- 
men to  the  protection  of  this  country.  He  ob- 
served thut  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were 
almost  ruined  by  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that 
in  1768,  the  British,  sensible  of  the  great  value 
of  such  seamen,  offered  very  liberal  bounties  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  to  go  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  to  settle  in  their  colonies  in 
this  country.  That  the  French  nation,  through 
Marquis  de  La&yette,  made  very  liberal  offers 
also ;  that  both  offers  had  been  rejected,  a  few 
instances  only  excepted ;  that,  while  England, 
France,  and  Holland  had  paid  heavy  bounties  in 
aid  of  their  whale  fishenes,  our  whale  fishery 
had  been  prosecuted  successfully,  unaided  by 
the  Government — it  had,  indeed,  paid  heavy 
taxes  tQ  the  Government  He  added,  that  he 
was  proud  of  the  fact;  that  it  was  an  example 
worth  recording  in  our  history,  dec.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  drawback  on  candles,  because  of 
their  confessedly  bad  quality,  they  being  so  bad 
as  to  render  it  disgraceful  to  offer  them  at 
home.  Mr.  B.  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  large  quantities  of  our  own  tallow,  as  well 
as  the  foreign,  went  into  the  soap  exported. 
He  showed  how  much  greater  the  amount  of 
the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case  of  the 
whalemen  was  than  in  that  of  the  taUow  chan- 
dlers— one  employed  60,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  other  but  4,000  or  5,000,  &o. 

Mr.  Tod  replied  to  the  various  arguments 
urged  against  the  duty — urged  that  the  one 
class  of  memorialists  was  entitled  to  as  much 
credit  'as  the  other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to 
be  granted  to  them.  That  large  quantities  of 
the  inferior  tallow  imported,  were  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  candles.    He  rebutted  the  im- 

Sracticability  of  a  drawback,  by  the  fact  that  a 
rawback  of  the  duty  on  imported  molasses  is 
allowed  on  the  export  of  rum.  He  replied  to 
the  argument  from  the  probability  of  fraud,  by 
showing  that  before  drawback  could  be  claimed, 
the  amount  of  tallow  imported  by  the  same  in- 
dividtrsd  must  be  proved.  He  injsisted  on  the 
disproportion  of  the  imported  and  exported  tal- 
low.  He  retorted  some  reflections  of  Mr.  Web- 


STSB,  on  the  doctrine  of  the  balsnce  of  trade; 
he  quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon-fldTertod 
to  the  policy  of  England,  and  dedared  liifl  de- 
termination to  adhere  to  ^^  jargon,"  which  bid 
raised  that  empire  to  the  summit  of  we&lth  sod 
power.  The  whale  fisheries  were  in  inuniseDt 
danger,  and  without  protecti<m  must  dedine,  if 
not  perish ;  we  give  them  no  boimty,  uid  they 
now,  for  the  first  time,  ask  a  smaJl  protee- 
tioiL  &c 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  rejoined — explained  some  of 
the  grounds  he  had  before  tak^;  and  further 
enlarged  on  the  doctrine  re8pectin£  the  baianoe 
of  traide.  He  protested  against  me  anth(»itj 
of  Bacon,  in  the  reign  of  James  L,  (the  en  of 
monopolies,  and  every  thing  contracted  and 
ridiculous  in  commercial  matters^)  and  referred 
to  the  improvement  which  had  been  the  result 
of  two  centuiies.  The  value  of  trade  was  not 
altered  by  its  being  circuitous— provided  it  tib 
profitable  in  the  end,  the  more  circutous  ud 
multifarious  in  its  intermediate  stages,  thehetr 
ter  for  the  interests  of  navigation. 

Before  this  amendment  was  acted  upon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  March  20. 
Partraitt^  WaMngUm, 
Mr.  Bbboic,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  formerly  reported  to  the 
House,  authorizing  the  pnrchaae  of  a  Fortnit 
of  Washington,  so  as  to  make  it  read  ai  f^ 
lows  : 

Ruolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  B^rt$^*' 
Hves  of  the  United  States  of  Amenca^  »  Obs^ 
assembled,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  Vmttd  Sm 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Boa* 
brandt  Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  painting  (to  bi 
plaoed  in  the  Capitol)  of  Washiogton,  oa  honeb^ 
on  a  canyas  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  hi^ 
and  thirteen  wide ;  the  middle  and  badcgreeods  to 
contain  a  representation  of  the  battle  of  PrioestoB, 
or  such  other  appropriate  sceneiy  as  the  P^'^^^ 
shall  direct :  Provided,  The  same  can  he  obtaioed  w 
a  earn  not  exceeding  three  thousand  doHsn;  oa 
that  the  said  Peale  fnniish  a  rich  gilt  fiametfaatfv, 
at  least  fifteen  inches  wide. 


Monday,  March  22. 

Adjournment,  dte, 

Mr.  Allbn  called  up  the  joint  reaWoft 
offered  by  him  some  days  since,  respecting'* 
acyoumment;  but  the  House  refused  to  ocb- 
sider  it — ^ayes  44,  noes  88. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  the  vemal  eqm- 
nox  was  now  passed,  ana  he  thooght  tt^ 
time  that  every  member  who  did  not  ^^^ 
rely  on  the  public  crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  p 
own  corn-house,  should  go  home  and  j^t "" 
com ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  honorahle  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  would  continne  to  «• 
peat  his  motion  until  it  should  obtain  a  m«« 
favorable  reception  by  the  House.    The  p»* 
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iracted  sessions  of  Congress  (wbioh,  however, 
le  thanked  Grod,  oonld  take  place  onlj  every 
)ther  year)  he  considered  as  fhtoffht  wil^  incal- 
mlable  mischief.  Thej  ezcluded  from  the 
>Qblio  service  an  important  and  valuable  class 
)f  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pro- 
lonnced  Mr.  B/s  remarks  to  be  out  of  oi^er, 
nasmuch  as  the  House  had  refused  to  consider 
Aie  resolution.] 

Mr.  R  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
dude  his  observations  by  making  a  motion ;  but 
le  should  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
lOur  of  meeting  to  eleven  o^dock,  A.  M.,  and 
mpported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in 
irhich  he  adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in 
mrear,  and  the  ii\|urious  consequences  of  long 
lessions. 

Mr.  Baitdolph  again  rose  and  said  that  he 
ihonld  take  the  li^orty  which  the  gentleman 
h>m  New  York  seemed  so  willing  to  take  him- 
lelf^  but  to  refuse  to  others — ^no  uncommon  case 
—of  making  some  observations  on  an  inter- 
iicted  subject  He  should,  in  the  selection  of 
i&B  topics,  pursue  his  own  lights,  however 
^ble,  without  availing  himself  of  the  very  great 
lifloernment,  sagacity,  en>erience — (he  wished 
le  could  enlarge  the  catalogue)— of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York.  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B., 
roted  for  the  repeal  of  that  preposterous  rule 
irhich,  even  if  this  building  were  on  fire,  pre- 
rented  the  House  from  adiouming  before  4 
>'clock ;  and  I  did  suppose  that,  in  its  spirit,  it 
^ent  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same  sub- 
ect^  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Jommittee  of  the  Whole.  Four  hours  per  diem 
■  as  long  as  I,  at  least,  am  able  to  endure — ^I 
vill  not  say,  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this 
iouse,  but  an  atmosphere,  such  as  nothing  but 
he  wretched  Anin^ftla  plunged  in  the  Grotto  del 
lane,  near  Naples,  were  compelled  to  breathe, 
4>  gratify  the  laudable  curiosi^  of  the  very  be- 
levolent  philosophers  of  modem  Europe.  I 
lope  the  gentleman's  motion  will  not  be  adopt- 
)d — ^and  f  now  give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  k>1- 
ow  up  his  motion  with  one  which  relates  to  a 
mbject  which  requires,  if  not  the  actual  cau- 
ery,  at  least  the  knife — ^it  is  a  motion  to  reduce 
he  per  diem  aUowance  of  members  of  this 
louse,  to  what  it  was  when  I  first  had  the 
lonor  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I  then  thought, 
md  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allowance,  was 
ixed  a  great  deal  too  nigh. 

If  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue, 
nstead  of  having,  in  Oongress,  peat  lea^ng 
professional  men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been 
veil  denominated  the  merely  mechanical,  the 
nstrumental  members  of  those  professions, 
ind,  as  to  the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  ez- 
>ect  it  to  be  represented,  when  it  is  ruin  to  a 
anded  man  to  attend  here  ?  I,  for  one,  can- 
lot,  sir,  consent  to  sit  here  for  so  many  months, 
U  die  in  diem^  for  six  days  in  the  week,  and 
lear  nothing  but  the  same  stnun  forever  re- 
)eated.   It  is  enough,  sir,  to  worry  the  patienoe 


of  Job  himself.  I  shall  therefore  move  that, 
from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance  of  mem- 
bers be  six  aollars,  and  the  allowance  for  trav- 
elling expenses  be  the  same  sum  for  every 
twenty  nules  travelling. 

The  question  was  Sien  taken  on  Mr.  Tat- 
lob's  resolution,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Bakdolph  movbd  the  following : 

^'Resolved,  That  from  a;id  after  the  end  of  the 
present  aesdon  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  members  shall  be  six  dollars^  and  six  doUan  for 
every  twenty  miles  travelling." 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
its  consideration  on  Friday  next. 

The  question  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  was  carried — ayes  80,  noes  60. 

Jfavy  Appropriation  BiU, 

Mr.  MoLans  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
IJniteid  States  for  the  year  1824.  The  motion 
was  carried — ayes  84,  noes  68. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr  BabtiiETt  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and  proceeded 
to  conuder  the  same,  item  by  item. 

ContiTigenciei, 

Some  of  the  items  gave  rise  to  considerable 
discussion,  particularly  that  which  proposes  to 
appropriate  $225,000  for  "  contingent  expenses, 
including  all  extra  allowances"  Li  this  discus- 
sion, Messrs.  Cobb,  Cooke,  MoLabx,  Tatlob, 
FoBSTTH,  and  others,  engaged. 

Mr.  Cooxx  examined  in  detail  the  expendi- 
tures under  this  head  during  the  past  year,  to 
many  of  which  he  took  exception,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  charge  for  travelling  expenses, 
which  formed  a  part  of  almost  everv  account 
settied,  from  which  he  sMd,  it  would  appear 
that  almost  the  whole  jibttj  of  the  United 
States  was  consequently  employed  in  travelling 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another.  To 
many  other  items  he  also  objected,  particularly 
to  the  allowance  to  the  Navy  Agent  at  New 
York,  of  more  than  $7,000,  under  this  head, 
whilst  he  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, &c. — ^to  extra  pay,  house  rent,  dec.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  officers,  dto. — to  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,000  to  a  professional  gentleman  for 
services  of  Judge  Advocate ;  and  lastly,  to  the 
expenses  allowMl  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  for  going  to  the  eastward,  some  time 
about  the  New  York  Races,  but  perhaps,  also, 
upon  other  business.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by 
moving  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  thhi 
item  to  a  hundred  and  nfly  thousand  dollars, 
which  he  afterwards  varied  to  a  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  MoIiAinB  replied  to  the  objectiens  of  Mr. 
CooKX,  by  statements  derived  mm.  official  pa- 
pers which  he  had  received  in  reply  to  inqui* 
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ries  made  upon  the  sabject  at  the  proper  offices 
bj  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  al- 
though he  himaelf  thought  there  were  items  of 
expenditure  nnder  this  head  which  were  objec^ 
tionable,  and  was  inclined  to  tliink  that  this 
fond  had  not  been  administered  aa  it  ought  to 
have  been.  Bat  many  of  these  items,  he  said, 
had  always  been  allowed,  and  were  indispensa- 
ble,— snch  aa  the  necessary  expense  of  travel- 
ling to  attend  courts-martial,  fuel,  quarters,  &c. 
From  the  information  which  he  had  received, 
this  item  of  appropriation  was  subject  to  the 
payment  of  clerk-tdre,  office-rent,  stationery, 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  freight, 

Jnlotage,  wharfage,  storage,  and  aU  those  ob- 
ects  of  expenditure  not  included  under  any 
specific  head  of  appropriation,  though  forming 
collectively  an  important  item.  If  there  were 
any  abuse  in  the  expenditure,  he  was  inclined 
to  think  it  was  in  allowing  travelling  expenses 
to  officers  who  are  not  oraered  on  special  ser- 
vice, but  merely  to  join  their  ships.  If  that 
were  forbidden,  it  would  reduce  the  amount 
perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
At  present,  however,  he  thought  it  better  to 
make  the  appropriation  called  for,  and  leave 
the  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Kavy  Department.  Mr. 
MoL.  here  read  several  papers  connected  with 
this  subject,  one  of  which,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Kavy,  stated  the  sum  of  $225,000  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  contingent  expen- 
diture of  the  present  year.  Mr.  lu)L.  also  re- 
viewed the  history  of  this  particular  appropri- 
ation, and  showed  that  the  amount  now  asked 
for  was  less  than  the  average  appropriation  for 
the  same  item  for  the  last  five  years,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  $225,000,  as  asked  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  ayes 
82,  noes  54 ;  a  quorum  not  being  present,  an 
officer  was  despatched  to  summons  absent 
members. 

Mr.  Whifplb  made  some  remarks  in  support 
of  the  appropriation ;  as,  if  it  were  withheld, 
serious  embarrassment  might  ensue.  The  pres- 
ent incumbent  had  not  had  time  to  reform 
abuses,  if  they  did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough 
investigation  would  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
proper  time  had  been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Taylob  stated  what  had  been  formerly 
expended  under  this  head.  He  showed  why  it 
should  be  somewhat  larger  the  present  year, 
from  the  employment  of  the  West  India  squad- 
ron, &c.  He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  could  have  wished 
that  several  of  the  items  in  the  account  of  con- 
tingent expenses  had  been  more  explicit.  On 
the  whole,  he  did  not  see  that  the  sum  could 
now  be  reduced. 

Mr.  LrvESMORE  observed  that  whatever  the 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingen- 
cies, it  was  always  expended.  It  was  never  too 
much,  but  always  just  enough — and  so  he  sup- 
posed it  would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  mil- 


lion.   He  did  not  impute  this  to  malfeaflncei 
the  heads  of  departments,  Ac 

Mr.  OooKB  replied  to  Mr.  Tatlob.  Hk  ai> 
ditional  expenses  occasioned  by  the  W«l  IfiSi 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  wen  not  ia- 
duded  in  this  amount  The  whole  of  tUiSB 
went  to  the  gentlemen  on  shore.  Thofle  ii  R^ 
vice,  at  sea,  got  none  of  it  He  had  foimd,  ■ 
inquiring  in  the  offices,  that  oertun  anoan 
were  allowed  because  6.  T.  was  written  agoit 
them.  He  was  opposed  to  aU  usage  sod  » 
tom  not  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  OiTLPBFEB  hoped  the  appropriafioBTV^ 
be  reduced,  as  he  was  satisfied  smne  impnfff 
sums  had  been  formerly  allowed. 

Mr.  DwioHT  wished  informatioB  as  to  cm 
item  of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  lUcvBi 
to  Henry  Eckford,  of  $2,000  for  an  sere  rf 
ground  in  a  barren  country,  &c 

Mr.  TuoKSB  stated  reasons  why  the  Cqiib&- 
tee  of  Accounts  for  the  Navy  Departaneotki 
not  renorted  generally  on  the  subject  of  te 
expenoitures. 

Mr.  Whipplb  replied  to  Mr.  Cocn,  a^  re- 
ferred to  a  former  year,  when  the  ai^ropMa 
in  the  Indian  Department  had  been  eodderif 
reduced,  and  sad  consequences  ensoed.  To  lb 
LrvBRMOBB  he  answered  by  referring  to  tie  6(1 
that  $17,000  of  last  year's  apprt^Mistkn  R^ 
mained,  at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  Ijvbbmobb  corrected  the  g^tkmen  Iirt 
up.  The  balance  was  not  $17,000,  bat  t^ 
$11  87  cents.  The  appropriation  asked  vc 
for  extra  allowances,  and  officers  would  ai«^ 
present  demands  enough  to  absorb  it 

Mr.  Stobbs  corrected  a  misunderstandiii^* 
to  some  of  the  documents  which  had  bee 
quoted,  which  he  showed  was  no  basis  fs^ 
which  to  calculate  the  present  appropriMiA' 

Mr.  MoLaihe  replied,  and  explamea  thedso- 
ment  referred  to  by  Mr.  Stores. 

Mr.  WiLUAiia,  of  North  Carolina,  reqiW 
flurther  explanation  on  the  items  intended  to  M 
covered  by  the  bill — ^particularly  one  itea  » 
$1,600,  for  the  service  of  a  Judge  AdTWsJe^ 
Boston,  who  served  but  for  sixty-two  days. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyok  explained  some  local  (sxca^ 
stances,  respecting  the  Navy  Point,  at  6*^*' 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to  Mr.  WnxuM,  «^  «• 
plained  some  circumstances  in  rdatioa  to  ta 
item  referred  to  by  him. 

Mr.  GocEE  made  some  further  obserwtMBJ 
and  read  a  letter  from  one  of  the  anditoB  « 
tiie  Treasury  in  relation  to  certain  aecco^ 
copies  of  which  had  been  requested  by  lb.  ^ 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  filling  ^ 
blank  with  $226,000,  it  was  decided  m  tb» 
native. 

Th< 
ment 
with 
affirmative.  - 

Mr.  MoLane  moved  to  amend  the  ISaAjJ 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "stationfl»"  t»|* 
lowing :    "  also,  of  naval  oonstnictofB,  sw 
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LeeperSy  instruotors,  ma8ter-w(»*km6n,  clerks  of 
he  yaras,  of  the  oheok,  and  of  oonunanden 
nd  porters  attached  to  the  hayj  yards  and 
hore  stations." 

.This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and,  thns 
mended,  the  clause  will  read,  '^  For  pay,  sub- 
istenoe,  and  aUowanoes  of  every  description, 
0  all  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  em- 
iloyed  at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore  sta- 
ions ;  also  of  naval  constmctors,  store-keepers, 
DStmctors,  master-workmen,  clerks  of  the 
'ards,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 
K>rters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
totions,  $231,298  26." 

Mr.  MoLasb  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line 
»y  inserting  the  words  in  itaJieSj  which  was 
igreed  to,  and  the  danse  made  to  read  as  fol- 
ows:  ^^For  contingent  expenses,  indnding 
tansp&rtiUian  of  arUelet^  traoeUing  expenMBy 
taUSnery^  eofnmmumtj  ccwrU^martial^  coal  for 
mithSy  fuel  for  mgines  and  publie  offieet,  and 
ill  extra  allowances,  $180,000." 

The  blank  in  the  28d  linei  viz :  ^^  For  repairs 
ind  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with 
he  sum  of  $860,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLaiib,  the  80th  and  81st 
ines,  vi2 :  "  For  erecting  and  completing  houses 
»ver  ships  in  ordinary,  for  tiieir  preservation 
rom  the  weather,"  were  stricken  ont,  and  the 
bllowing  inserted :  ^'  For  ship-houses,  to  repay 
he  amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase 
'and,  $78,600." 

The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz:  ''For  fuel 
br  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
ind  privates  of  marine  corps,"  was  filled  with 
^0. 

The  following  danse  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
iCoLAio,  inserted : 

*'  For  medidne,  hospital  stores,  and  instniments  for 
he  offioers  and  marines  of  the  mazine  corps  stationed 
n  shore,  $2,869  71." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  blank  in  the 
i6th  line,  viz :  ''  For  contingent  expenses,  that 
8  to  say,  fuel  for  commissioned  officers,  trans- 
)ortation,  stationery,  bed  sacks,  straw,  rations 
o  officers,  and  postage  on  public  letters,"  was 
illed  with  $9,000. 

The  remaining  blanks  were  filled  with  the 
'eepective  sums  inserted  in  them  in  the  printed 
)opy  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
»f  Ways  and  Means. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
»ill  with  the  above  amendment^;  and  the 
louse  adjourned. 


TuisDAT,  March  28. 
Nofoy  Appropriation  BiU. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  several  amend- 
uents  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
)Q1  <*  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
^avy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824," 
rith  the  exception  of  the  item  for  contingent 
txpenses,  $180,000. 

in  relation  to  this  item,  Mr.  MqLjlKb,  of  Del- 


aware, made  a  variety  of  explanations,  going 
to  show  that  the  amount  had  been  agreed  to  in 
the  committee,  from  a  misapprehension  that 
there  remained,  of  the  fund  last  year  sranted, 
only  $11  87 ;  whereas,  there  was  a  bdance  of 
$86,800.  He  stated  that,  on  examination,  he 
had  discovered  that  the  appropriations  of  former 
years  had  been  applied  to  objects  never  con- 
templated by  this  House,  when  granting  them, 
althouffh  involving  no  charge  of  malversation 
in  the  head  of  that  department;  and  he  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the  twenty-first  line,  all  after 
the  word  *^  expenses,"  and  insert  as  followS| 
viz: 


"That  is  to 

For  oommissions,  derk-hire,  offioe-rent^  statioi^- 
ery,  and  fiid  to  Navy  agents ; 

Premiums,  and  oUier  expenses  of  recruiting; 

Freight  of  provisions,  stores,  and  material  from 
one  station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  states  to 
distant  stations  in  other  ooontries,  where  oar  shipe 
are  empiloyed; 

Allowances  to  offioers  of  the  several  navy  yaidt 
and  stations,  for  honse-rent,  ibel,  and  candles ; 

Travelling  expenses  for  offioers  and  transportation 
for  seamen ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  ves- 
sels where  there  axe  no  public  yards; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
coorts-martial,  courts  of  inqniiy,  &c 

Compensation  to  Judge  Advocates ;    ' 

Cabin  fnmitare  for  vessels  in  cornmission; 

Inddental  labor  at  navy  yardi^  which  is  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation ; 

PUotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United  States  and 
in  foreign  countries ; 

Printing  Naval  Register,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
roUs,  stewards'  returns,  seamens'  allotment  ticketi^ 
the  proceedings  of  courts-martial ; 

Storaffo  of  prorisions  and  stares  in  foreign  piurts, 
and  in  we  Unitul  States,  where  public  stores  are  not 
provided; 

CkMds  for  blacksmiths  and  anchor-maken^  and  fuel 
for  steam-engines; 

Purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  cartas  large 
timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools; 

Chamber  money  to  offioers  in  lieu  of  quarters,  other 
than  house-rent ; 

Pmdiase  of  books,  charts  nautical  and  mathemati- 
oal  instruments,  chronometers,  madhinery,  models, 
drawings,  and  all  stationery  of  every  descriptioD,  used 
throughout  the  naval  service ; 

Expense  of  pursuing  deserters; 

Expense  of  offieers  m  sick  quarters; 

Storage  of  powder ; 

lighterage  and  scow-hire ; 

Postage  of  letters  on  public  service,  and  for  no 
other  olgect  or  mtrpoee  whatsoever,  one  hundred  and 
ei^ty  thousand  doUara" 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  de- 
bate or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  in 
the  thinieth  and  thirty-first  lines:  **  For  ship- 
houses,  to  repay  l^e  amount  taken  from  the 
gradual  increase  fund,  $78,500." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Korth  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  item,  objecting  to  using  any 
part  of  a  fund  which  was  intended  for  the 
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bnilding  of  ships,  and  applying  it  to  the  erect- 
ins  of  houses. 

MT,  MoLahb  explained. 

Ifr.  Williams  rejoined,  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken,  was  decided  In  the  affirmative— ayes 
89jnoes  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


'Wbdnbsdat,  March  24. 
The  Tariff"  BUl^WtMi. 

The  Honse  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticilt,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  bj  inserting,  after  tiie  254th  line,  the 
following  clause :  "  on  all  wines  which  are  now 
charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon." 

Mr.  PonsBETT,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendment  He  did  not  desire  to  see  this 
ooxmtry  a  wine-growing  country,  as,  in  com- 
parison with  corn-growing  countries,  they  were 
always  poor  and  miserable. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  it^  as  not 
calculated  to  aid  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  GuBLBT  quoted  statistical  details,  to 
show  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  low-priced 
wines  had  increased  the  revenue.  Raising  the 
duty  was,  therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit 
the  revenue.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Tod^s  remark, 
as  to  the  ability  of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty, 
the  protection  of  sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  la- 
bor, &c. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  replied,  that  he 
only  had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the 
tariff  of  1816.  The  reduction  of  the  duty  had 
destroyed  a  promising  infant  manu£EM)tory  in 
his  district  and  he  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for 
the  general  purpose  of  cherishing  the  produce 
of  wine  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  calcula- 
tion to  show  that  low  duties  on  these  wines 
would  increase  the  revenue,  and  augment  a 
trade  which  was  profitable  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  combated 
the  view  and  argument  of  Mr.  Trimblb,  and 
contended  that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at 
twenty-five  as  at  fifteen  cents  dul^. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  and  signi- 
fied that  he  had  no  wish  for  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division* 

Molasses. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  increase  the  existing 
duty  on  the  article  of  molasses.  He  believed 
there  was  no  fairer  object  of  taxation  in  the 
proposed  tariff  His  great  wish  was  to  pro- 
mote American  agriculture;  and,  with  tiiis 
view,  to  encourage  the  production  of  the  raw 
material  of  any  subject  of  manufacture  to 
which  our  own  country  was  adapted,  rather 


than  the  importation  of  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle.   Molasses  was  to  be  considered—first, » 
an  article  of  subsistence.    As  such,  the  essb- 
ing  duty  bore  no  proportion  to  that  on  broirn 
sugar.    It  was  capable  of  beinff  applied,  and 
was  in  fact  applieo,  to  almost  aU  the  pnrposei 
of  brown  sugar.    This  latter  article  was  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound.  A 
gallon  of  molasses,  containing  not  \esB  ^an 
eight  pounds,  paid  a  duty  only  of  five  cents; 
that  is.  a  little  more  than  half  a  cent  a  pound. 
Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable  of  conversioo 
into  spirituous  liquors.  The  least  duty  impoeed 
on  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon.  If 
the  policy  of  the  country  be  well  founded,  m 
imposing  this  high  duty  on  spirits  mann&ctnred 
abroad,  it  equaUy  dictates  that  a  high  dotr 
should   be    imposed   on  an  article  prodnoea 
abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  into 
spirits,  and  which  comes  into  competition  wiA 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable  of  sunilar  con- 
version.   Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  nusm- 
f acture.    On  this  point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  OL 
that  we  ought  to  discourage,  even  for  the  pn^ 
pose  of  manufacture,  any  raw  material,  rnaed 
abroad,  of  which  articles,  capable  of  a  omiiar 
fiibrication,  can  be  certainly  produced  in  abon- 
dance  at  home.    No  one  will  doubt  that  Ae 
grain  of  our  country  prodnces  a  spirit  eqnal,  at 
least,  to  that  which  is  distilled  from  molasan; 
nor  our  ability  to  produce  it  in  the  greater 
abundance.    He  did  not  mean  to  takenp^ 
moral  consideration  of  the  question.   He  in- 
tended to  ask  the  attention  of  the  oommittee  Id 
the  matter  practically.    A  certain  amoontof 
spirituous  Honors  wiU  be  consumed,  whatever 
we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moraliste  cr 
philanthropists.    ARauming  that  practical  pria- 
ciple,  we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  be^ 
ter  for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  pwfi^ 
both  as  to  the  production  of  the  raw  joaiM 
and  the  distillation  of  it,  rather  than  dlTide  it 
witJi  foreigners.    Every  gallon  of  spirits,  dis- 
tilled from   foreign  molasses,  and  oonaomed 
witiiin  the  country,  takes  the  place  of  a  galkn 
of  spirits  distilled  firom  domestic  produce.  V» 
foreigner  eigoys  the  benefit  of  the  value  of  the 
raw  material,  and  we  that  of  its  manofiK^ 
only.     This  latter  advantage  we  ahodd  fltiO 
possess,  if  we  substituted  a  native  raw  materul 
to  that  which  is  fiornished  us  from  abroad; 
and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest  of  man* 
ufacturing  would  not  snflTer  by  the  excloaoa 
of  the  foreign   material.     There  wonW,  it 
most,  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  of  distu* 
lation. 

The  increase  in  the  import  of  molaseee  ▼■* 
very  great,  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  sapplaot- 
ing  of  the  native  materials  of  distillatioo. 
From  1790  to  1800,  inclusive  of  both  yeai^ 
the  total  quantity  of  molasses  imported  wtf 
68,828,607  gallons;  that  is,  an  average  of 
4,887,600  ^ons  for  each  of  those  elem 
years.  From  1801  to  1811,  indusiTe  of  bott 
these  years,  the  total  quantity  unported  w«» 
78,224,651  gallons;  that  is^  upon  an  average 
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',111,820  for  each  of  the  latter  term  of  eleven 
rears.  The  population  of  the  United  States 
nereases  in  a  ratio  of  abont  four  per  oent  per 
innnm.  And  the  increased  importation  of  mo- 
Mses,  daring  the  latter  term  of  eleven  years, 
leyond  that  of  the  previons  term  of  eleven 
rears,  was  about  what  it  ought  to  have  been, 
opposing  the  increase  of  consumption  to  be 
locording  to  the  proffressive  augmentation  of 
rar  popuation.  Applying  the  same  principle, 
he  quantity  of  molasses  imported  in  1822 
mght  to  have  been  9,875,040,  mstead  of  which 
he  actual  quantity  was  11,990,569  gallons  for 
liat  year,  and  for  the  last  year  it  rose  to 
18,019,828  gallons  1  The  principle  which  Mr. 
1  thouj^t  ought  to  govern  our  manufacturing 
M>li<7,  was  to  encourage — Ist,  the  manufacture 
>f  our  own  raw  materials ;  2dly,  the  manufao- 
ore  of  foreign  raw  materials  which  do  not 
xxme  into  competition  with  any  that  are  na- 
ive ;  and  8dly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which 
Mxnpete  with  our  own  produce.  Of  all  parts 
>f  our  country,  the  grain-growing  now  sulfers 
he  most  Whatever,  ther^ore,  would  tend  to 
!<eanimate  that,  without  material  detriment  to 
ythers,  ought  to  meet  with  a  &vorable  consid- 
uation.  According  to  an  estimate  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  1810,  of  the 
1,884,878  gallons  of  molasses  then  importe^ 
lye  millions  were  supposed  to  be  distiUed,  ana 
iie  residue,  1,884,878,  were  consumed  for  other 
lomestic  purposes.  Applying  that  rule — of  the 
18,019,828,  imported  last  year,  2,786,418  cral- 
ons  were  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
han  that  of  distillation,  and  10,282,915  gallons 
n  distillation.  Supposing  (which  Ib  a  low  esti- 
nate)  a  gallon  of  molasses  to  produce  only  a 
{all<m  of  q>iritfly  there  was  distilled  10,242,915 
nUons  of  spirits.  To  produce  this  quantity 
lom  srain,  would  lequire  about  five  millions  of 
wsfacufl.  And  the  total  export  of  the  bread- 
teffii  of  the  last  year  did  not  equal  five  mil- 
ions  of  bushels  of  grain.  Thus,  by  excluding 
he  foreign  raw  material  of  molasses  as  an  ob- 
ect  of  distillation,  we  should  create  an  addi- 
ional  market  at  home,  for  a  quantity  of  grain 
tqual  to  about  the  whole  export,  in  the  form  of 
treadstufila,  of  that  article  last  year.  Suppose 
t  were  attempted  to  import  grain  firom  abroad, 
br  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not  every 
me  cry  out  against  it  ?  And  where  is  the  dif- 
'ereifce  between  such  an  operation  as  that 
^ould  be,  and  the  importation  of  molasses  con- 
vertible into  a  worse  spirit  than  that  which  is 
listiUed  from  grain  ? 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  oujriit  to  be 
xmsidered  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  effect 
)f  the  additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
XMe,  would  be  merely  to  lessen  the  importa- 
ioQ,  and  thereby  give  greater  scope  for  the 
consumption  of  our  native  produce.  To  what 
UDount  it  would  lessen  it,  could  only  be  matter 
>f  conjecture.  If  one-htdf^  and  the  duty  which 
he  committee  might  fix  should  be  twelve  and 
I  half  cents  per  gdlon,  there  would  be  an  aug- 
nentation  of  revenue  in  the  ratio  of  twenty- 


five  per  cent  upon  the  present  amount.  Taxed 
at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  still  be  greatly  be- 
low the  standard  which  is  furnished  by  that  on 
brown  sugar,  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article 
of  mere  subsistence,  Mr.  Cla.t  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if 
his  proposition  were  adopted,  in  comparison  to 
brown  sugar.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimina- 
tion made  between  that  portion  of  the  material 
which  was  distilled,  ana  that  which  was  con- 
sumed in  other  domestic  uses,  he  would,  with 
pleasure,  adopt  the  discrimination.  He  knew 
of  none  that  was  practicable.  lie  finally  pro- 
posed to  insert  in  tne  bill  a  duty  of  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  but  subse- 
quentiy  reduced  tiie  proposed  amount  of  duty 
to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  ToMLiKaoN,  of  Ck>nnecticut,  rose  in  reply 
to  the  Speaker,  and  observed,  that  it  would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  been  mk 
prised  that  such  a  motion  wss  about  to  be 
made ;  but,  though  he  had  not  ei^oyed  that  ad- 
vantage, and  was  therefore  obliged  to  reply 
with  less  time  for  consideration  uian  he  could 
have  wished,  he  still  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  hia 
views,  in  answer  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  Speaker.  That  gen- 
tleman had  admitted,  that  the  article  now 
about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  article  of  subsistence. 
It  is  so ;  and  one  used  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  propo- 
sition is,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  country ;  to 
draw  revenue  from  the  mouth  of  the  poor  and 
hard-working  man.  The  gentieman  had  actu- 
ally gone  so  &r  as  to  calculate  how  much  of 
every  meal  was  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this 
contribution.  He  had  stated  it  at  a  fraction  of 
a  cent  But  even  a  fraction  of  a  cent  on  every, 
meal,  when  the  meals,  ss  they  must  be.  were 
often  repeated,  amounted  to  a  connderable  sum 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  We  must  look  at 
the  actual  state  of  facts.  The  Speaker  had 
made  a  calculation,  in  which,  as  it  consisted  in 
figures  orally  stated,  and  not  submitted  to  the 
eye,  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  detect 
any  fBllacy ;  but  he  was  satisfied  there  must  be 
a  very  great  error  in  some  part  of  it.  He  also 
had  made  a  calculation,  and  its  result  was  very 
widely  different.  To  arrive  at  the  quantity  of 
molasses  actually  distilled  into  spirits,  he  had 
resorted  to  the  report  of  the  marshals  appoint- 
ed in  1820,  to  take  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
quoted  a  statement,  in  figures,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  quantity  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  dis- 
tilled.] He  had  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the 
same  met,  by  examining  the  returns  of  internal 
duties  in  1814;  which  examination  confirmed 
this  conclusion.  Mr,  T.  here  read  off  state- 
ments, going  to  prove  that  a  large  part  of 
the  amount  of  spirits  to  which  the  Speaker 
alluded,  was  produced,  not  from  molasses,  but 
from  his  own  rye  and  com. 

Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show 
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the  aoantitj  of  sngar  imported,  at  different 
periods^  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  auan- 
titj  of  sagar  brought  into  the  country  had  de- 
creased; and  he  argued  thence,  that  the  do- 
mestic use  of  molasses  in  families  had  iaoreased. 
He  admitted,  indeed,  that  the  sugar  of  Louisi- 
ana had,  to  some  extent,  taken  the  plaoe  of 
foreign ;  but  not  sufficiently  to  effect  this  result 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  even  granting  the  gentleman's 
premises,  allow  that  ten  millions  of  gallons  of 
spirits  have  been  made  from  molasses  in  one 
year,  still  I  should  not  assent  to  the  duty  now 
proposed.  How  is  this  molasses  procured? 
By  exchanging  for  it  the  productions  of  agri- 
culture, and  such  productions  as  could  not,  by 
any  process,  be  turned  into  whiskey,  (for  now 
the  rage  seemed  to  be,  to  make  every  thing  into 
whiskey.)  Fish,  lumber,  butter,  cheese,  could 
not,  certainly,  be  so  converted ;  and  these  were 
the  articles  which  went  to  bring  the  molasses 
fiXMn  the  West  Indies.  If  you  prevented  its 
introduction,  you  prevented,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, their  exportation ;  and  so  far  deprived  the 
people  of  one  section  of  the  Union  of  a  market 
for  their  industry.  By  the  present  tariff,  a 
duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  altide. 
The  result  of  which  is,  an  income  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  $500,000 ;  and  the  consumers  of  it 
are  confined  to  a  comparatively  small  district. 
To  these  persons,  the  proposed  amendment  will 
be  a  direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
—on  an  article  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor. 
He  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  that 
the  original  cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the 
West  Indies,  was  only  ten  cents.  So  tiiat  the 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  will  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  first 
cost  of  the  article.  \ 

He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmenting,  would  diminish 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  effect, 
exclude  the  article  altogether.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey  needed 
tills  duty  as  an  encoura^ment.  By  a  price- 
current  of  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Ken- 
tucky whiskey  was  worth  fi'om  88  to  84  cents ; 
a  bushel  of  rye  makes  2  gallons,  equal  to  66 
cents.  If  this  was  not  sufficient  encouragement, 
he  must  be  greatly  deceived.  But  to  this  iftust 
yet  ftirther  be  added,  the  profit  of  the  animals 
fattened  on  the  grain  after  the  process  of  dis- 
tillation was  over.  Under  all  these  views  of 
the  subject,  (very  hastily  presented,}  he  could 
not  but  hope  that  the  reposed  amendment 
would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Fuller  accounted  for  the  different  results 
to  which  the  honorable  Speaker  and  tiie  gen- 
Ueman  from  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the 
fact,  that  large  quantities  of  the  imported 
molasses  were  refined  and  converted  into  loaf 
sugar,  for  exportation ;  and  that  a  part  of  the 
rum  distilled  from  molasses  is  also  exported. 
Both  these  amounts  must  be  deducted  from  the 
apparent  amount  consumed. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sngar,  (though 


this  was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  knd 
of  sudi  a  thing;   he  always  sappoaed  tint 
molasses  was  a  reeiduum  which  could  not  be 
grained.)    Still,  he  asked,  if  there  was  anj  iort 
proportion  between  the  duty  on  sugar  and  tint 
on  molasses?    K  the  molasses  was  to  be  ooa- 
sidered  as  sngar,  the  case  was  still  wone  tiun 
if  it  was  to  he  considered  as  spirits.   Toodi  ft 
but  with  the  wand  of  the  manufactorer,  and 
straight  it  would  bring,  as  sugar,  a  protectinj^ 
duty  of  three  cents  a  pound ;  but,  as  molasRs^it 
paid  only  ^ve  cents  a  gallon.    He  repdled  d» 
idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  the  Wes^  He 
knew  not  that  it  would  benefit  that  seotioii  of 
the  country  more  than  others.    Kor  did  he  oare 
where  the  benefit  fell ;  it  would  fall  somewhere. 
Wherever  grain  was  grown  throoghoot  tiie 
Union,  its  effects  would  operate— nor  are  gni&- 
growers  alone— the  fruit-raidng  distrids  (in- 
cluding that  of  the  gentleman  from  Connedi* 
cut)  would  all  be  aided  by  it    Peach  brandy 
and  apple  brandy  would  both  be  benefited  bj 
exduaing  West  India  molasses,  and  diminUh 
ing  the  rum  made  firom  it.    He  aimed  not  at 
the  eaters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  ^ 
land ;  and  if  the  gentleman  oould  devise  a  plia 
by  which  they  could  be  separated,  so  that  the 
duty  would  bear  upon   the   latter  onlj,  he 
would  immediately  vote  with  him  in  its  faTor. 
As  to  its  taxing  the  food  of  the  poor,  he  asked 
whether  it  was  equal  to  the  duty  on  bm 
sngar,  or  bohea,  both  of  which  were  food  a 
the  poor? 

Mr.  0.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  a  wtvi 
by  Mr.  Picton,  (on  whom  he  passed  a  merited 
encomium,  and  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  sane 
State  with  Mr.  T.,)  to  corroborate  tiie  poatioa 
he  had  taken  in  respect  to  the  proportioa  •« 
molasses  distilled,  to  that  used  mr  food;  m 
closed,  by  reducing  his  motion  to  a  dutf  of  tm 
cents  per  gallon. 

When  Mr.  0.  concluded,  the  question  w» 
taken  on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  biB,  a  dn^ 
of  ten  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  100  votes  to  88. 


Thttbsdat,  March  25. 
Accounts  of  Vice  PresideiU  TbuyKni. 
Two  Messsges  were  received  from  the  Pbbh 

DSKT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATEB,  aS  folloWB : 

To  thfi  ffouse  of  Re^pruaUaHvn  ijfthe  UtMO^i 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7&  I>««^** 
last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  GovemorrfNeff 
YoA,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  snm"  than  that  i^ 
ed  in  his  favor,  by  the  aooonnting  afficen  of  the  G|ff»- 
emment,  and  that,  in  execation  of  the  law  of  we  W 
session,  I  had  the  sabject  still  nnder  ooosidentNDi  i 
now  communicate  to  you  the  result.  ^ 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law,  by  ^™*  *J 
duty  was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  ™* 
committee,  on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  wm  m^ 
cd,  I  have  thought  that  I  was  authori»d  tos«P 
Ae  principles  1  Jd  down  in  that  report,  in  dw^ 
on  the  sum  which  should  be  aflowed  to  hnn  for  »J 
BerTioea    With  this  view,  and  on  a  oompm*""" 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


705 


liBCH,  1824.] 


l^'endk  Spoliations, 


[a  or  R. 


lit^ervioes  with  tiiose  which  were  rendered  hj  other 
ytbaniog  officers,  taking  into  ooDddeimtioD,  aUo, 
lis  ftid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow 
nm  five  per  cent  for  aU  soms  borrowed  and  dis- 
mrsed  by  him,  and  of  which  decision  I  infonned 
dm.  Vi.  Tompkina  has  since  stated  to  me  that 
his  allowance  will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  ad- 
•anoes,  locms,  e(xpenditnres,  and  losses,  in  rendering 
hose  serrices,  nor  place  him  on  the  footing  of  those 
rho  loaned  money  to  the  Government  at  that  inter- 
sting  period.    Ha  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that 

would  submit  the  subject  to  the  first  decision  of 
knigress,  which  I  now  do.  In  adopting  this  meas- 
xe,  I  think  proper  to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the 
entimettto  expressed  by  the  committee,  in  favor  of 
ba  very  patriotic  and  Tslnable  serrices  which  were 
endered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabcb  26,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
f  Ways  and  Means. 

Propagating  ihs  Ootpel  among  the  Beathen, 

It  the  House  of  JUpruenMive$  of  the  United  Stalee : 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  25th  Februaiy,  requesting  in- 
)nnation  whether  tiie  title  of  the  United  Bre&ren 
jr  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to 
ntain  sectiona  of  land  in  Ohio^  has  been  purchased 
ar  the  United  States ;  and  if  so,  to  cause  a  copy  of 
te  oontraet,  and  of  the  papers  relating  thereto,  to  be 
dd  before  ^e  House,  I  transmit,  herewith,  all  the 
oooments  repaired.* 

JAMES  BlOKBOE. 
WAmvoTOH,  Monk  25, 1824. 

The  Message,  dso.,  was  referred  to  a  select 
ommittee,  and  Messrs.  Weight,  Campbell  of 
^o,  BuGKNXB,  Cook,  Hayden,  Mahklet,  and 
tKBLDTG,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

French  SpoUaUons. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
iffidrs,  to  which  had  heen  referred,  at  the 
resent  session,  sondry  memorials  npon  the 
ibject  of  spoliations  committed  on  the  com- 
lerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  hy 
Vench  cmisersL  between  the  years  1798  and 
SOO,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  which 
'as  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
ms: 

On  the  petitioBS  of  Hadiiamis  Van  Noorden,  WH- 
■m  and  Nathaniel  Ho<^r,  Daniel  Henshaw,  ser- 
!il  meichanta  and  undorwriters  of  Sidem,  several 
lerchanta  of  Gloucester,  several  merchants  and  un- 
mnriters  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Ck>lumbia,  sev- 
ral  merchanu  of  Washinfl:ton,  North  Carolina, 
Mary  Clark  and  others,  of  £ennebunk,  and  several 


*  The  doeomenti  showed  that  the  scheme  had  enttrcly 
Qed,  and  the  benevolent  Booiety  which  had  so  long  de- 
As4  Itself  to  the  unellontion  of  the  condition  of  these  In- 
saa—flnding  It  becsme  worse,  snd  nomben  decreasing, 
\A  lednoed  to  a  small  romnant,  who  had  lost  all  the  ylrtnes 
the  Indian  wlthoat  gaining  any  of  those  of  the  white 
n—deelred  to  be  relieved  of  their  trust,  and  to  reoonvey 
e  lands  (12,000  seres)  to  the  United  SUtes;  which  wss 

Vou  TIL— 4S 


others,  merchants,  in  Maine,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  they  report — 

That  no  evidence  accompanies  either  of  the  peti- 
tions ;  all  of  which,  except  the  first,  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  tiie  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
wen  desirablei  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present^  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of  these  claim% 
as  set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  npon  which  relief 
is  asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea. 
The  claims  are  founded  npon  spoliations  committed 
by  the  private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France, 
between  the  years  1793  and  1800. 

The  petitioners  aUege  that  the  French  Government, 
to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800, 
always  considered  the  recognition  of  their  claims  as 
due  to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a  charge 
upon  its  national  character. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whioh 
has  volunteered  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
fhnn  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  to 
prevent  the  petitioners  finom  obtaining  indemnity-— 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  received 
from  France  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  ckima, 
in  the  dischaige  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties 
with  France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons^ 
have  been  frequently  made  to  Congress,  and  reports 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the 
House  of  Bopresentatives  and  of  the  Senate.  None 
of  these  applications  have  been  successful  Without 
attempting  even  to  enumerate  the  failures  to  obtain 
a  sanction  to  their  statement  and  to  their  claims, 
the  committee  refer  the  House  to  a  detailed  report 
of  the  various  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by 
a  select  committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802,  to 
which  applications  like  the  present  were  referred. 
Governed  by  that  report,  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Belations  are  not  satiitfed  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment ever  admitted  the  justice  of  the  clauna  of  the 
petitioners,  or  ever  intended  to  pay  them ;  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  used  every  effort, 
even  to  war  itself,  to  rescue  the  property  of  Ameri- 
can merchants  from  the  lawless  violence  of  France ; 
that  its  eflRorts  to  procure  payment  for  the  spoliations 
commitlad  by  the  French  cruisers,  were  not  discon- 
tinned  mxtil  it  was  obvious  tiiat  there  was  no  hope  of 
successL  That  this  Government  never  received  from 
France  tmjf  equivalent  for  the  claims  of  Americans 
uponF^ranoe.  The  war  of  aggression  was  commenced 
by  France,  and  every  act  of  the  United  States  was  a 
just  retaliation  for  previous  injury.  The  treaties 
with  France  were  annulled  by  an  act'of  Congress  in 
1798,  in  consequence  of  the  utter  disregard  of  the 
stipulations  of  utem  by  that  power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  daims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  o?m  Government  wrong.  That  France 
was  prepared  to  make  a  just  reparation  for  the  out- 
rages committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released 
frx>m  hes  obligations  by  the  United  States,  who  wero 
faithless  to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance,  and  have 
been  ngaidless  of  the  obligations  of  justice  ever 
sinoe^  aisnmptionf  not  conaiatent  with  truth,  nor  cred- 
itable to  the  patriotism  of  those  who  make  tbeuL 
The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  to  adopt 
the  following  readntioii : 
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Jietohed,  That  petitions  of  the  several  persons 
who  ask  mdemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by 
French  crnisers  un  their  property,  between  the  years 
1798  and  1800,  be  rejected. 

The  Tariff  BUI 
The  HotiBe  then  again  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  **  to  amend  the  several 
acta  laying  duties  on  imports,*^  Mr.  Gondiot  in 
the  chair. 


General  Apprcpriaiion  BiU, 


[]lAlCB,iat 


Fbiday,  March  26. 

Cotton  Minimum  Valuation. 

Mr.  IsAOKS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  from  the  83d  to  the  42d  line, 
inclusive,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

**  Provided^  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China, 
the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  oentom  if 
imported  from  th^ape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place 
beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  ham 
any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cents 
per  sqnare  yard,  shall,  with  soch  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  sqnare 
yard,  and  shall  be  chaiged  with  du^  accordingly.* 

Mr.  IsAOKB  stated  that  his  object  was  to  take 
away  from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimum  on 
cotton  goods.  Mr.  I.  quoted  statements,  in 
figures,  to  show  the  amount  of  duties  in  1828, 
paid  on  different  species  of  cotton  goods,  ^., 
to  show  the  reasonableness  of  his  proposition, 
&c.  He  did  not  conceive  this  further  encour< 
agement  on  the  cotton  manufacture  necessary ; 
moreover,  because,  if  he  was  correctly  informecL 
the  manufacturers  neither  wished  nor  needed 
it,  that  portion  of  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  employed  in  it  being  more  produc- 
tive than  almost  any  other. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  OAMBBSLENa  presented  apetition  of  Jacob 
Schieffelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchants, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809,  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  belonging  to  them,  lying 
in  a  port  in  Holland,  was  seized  by  French 
authorities,  transported  to  the  port  of  Antwerp, 
and  there  sold^  without  condemnation,  and  the 
proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasu^  of  France,  and 
praying  the  interposition  of  Congress  in  such 
manner  as  to  procure  them  redress  for  their 
wrongs. 

Mr.  PoiNSSTT  presented  a  memorial  of  An- 
thony Le  Oourtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  8tate 
of  South  Carolina,  setting  forth  that,  in  1811, 
while  pursuing  a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United 
States  to  tluBsia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a 
French  private  armed  cruiser,  and,  with  her 
-cargo,  was  condemned,  by  which  the  petitioner 
has  been  reduced  to  poverty  and  diel3*ess ;  and 
praying  such  relief  in  the  premises  as,  in  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  may  seem  meet  and 
proper. 


Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  and  meoMriil 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Forei^ 
Affairs. 

Ca^in  Oamhle^  of  the  Mari$hti^  petiiim  fif 

Frige  Money. 
Mr.  HoLOOMBB  presented  a  memorial  of  Jobs 
M.  Gamble,  a  captain  of  marines  in  the  Niry 
of  the  United  States,  staling  that,  while  tttsdi- 
ed  to  the  frigate  Essex,  commanded  bjOiptak 
Porter,  cruising  in  the  Pacific  Oeean,  in  tin 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  was  placed  is 
command  of  a  vessel  captured  and  maimed  I7 
the  Essex ;  in  which  yeesel  he  afterwards  M  in 
with,  and  captured,  a  British  ship  of  very  aipe- 
rior  force,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  ]auB 
money  for  himself  and  crew,  for  said  eapM 
— ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Karal  hSSm. 

Canal  in  Florida  Territory. 
Mr.  Call  presented  apetition  of  difenis* 
habitants  of  the  city  of  St.  AugQstiiiejaBdcf 
other  parts  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Tan- 
tory  of  Florida,  praying  permission  to  oit  1 
canal  through  public  lands,  lying  between  w^ 
city  and  the  river  St  Johns ;  which  petitia 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Y^ 
Lands. 

Oeneral  Appropriation  BiU—Annml  Sdknd 
Qffleen  receioing  Fay /or  Job^  and-other  F«fi 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Oomzmttoec^ 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  QoDtk 
to  the  appropriation  bill  *'  for  the  sopport  e 
Government  for  the  year  1^84." 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendnot 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  following  dm' 
"  And  provided,  also,  that  no  perscm,  recdflg 
an  annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  tw 
United  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  ^ 
tion  thereto  for  any  official  services  wbiite?er,lif 
way  of  perquisites,  or  extra  compenaation,  * 
cept  for  fees  of  office,  which  may  be  estaUisbw 
by  law." 

Mr.  Cooke  stated  a  number  of  &cts  in  w 
tion  to  the  compensation  received  by  GoveiMW 
of  Territories,  for  extra  services.  He  owted 
the  law  appointing  the  salaries  of  those  omc«^ 
and  contended  that  they  had  received,  in  sooe 
oases,  double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  w 
performance  of  duties  which  properly  pertained 
to  their  frmctions  as  Governors.  He  ackno*!' 
edged  that  he  had  been  under  a  wrong  impn*- 
sion  with  respect  to  the  Navy  CommifiB«»«'» 
who,  he  was  happy  to  state,  received  notM>* 
beyond  what  the  laws  of  their  country  p*" 
scribe.  He  made  some  remarks  on  the  coo- 
pensation  received  by  the  Surgeon-Generd, « 
which  he  entirely  differed  from  the  0^ 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  wad » 
report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  Hoe* 
in  confirmation  of  his  viewsi 

Mr.  Vanoe,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  he  jj^ 
prehended  to  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  t» 
subject  of  Territorial  Governors.  He  ga«J 
statement  of  the  compensation  allowed  to  tu 
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kipermtendezita  of  Indian  Affiun,  from  the 
int  organization  of  the  GoYemment^  and  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  to  the  present 
ime,  and  he  contended  that  the  gentleman 
^m  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
lie  emoluments  received  by  the  Governors  of 
Perritories  were  not  warranted  by  legal  pro- 
risions.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  attempting 
o  regnlate  the  Indian  Department  by  a  clanse 
n  an  appropriation  bill ;  and  contended  that 
lie  daose,  if  restored,  would  operate  with  great 
^Justice,  especially  on  the  Governor  of  IJichi- 
pan,  whose  disbursements,  in  relation  to  Indian 
iffairSi  were  very  great,  and  who,  if  deprived 
>i  the  compensation  now  allowed  to  him,  would 
M  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing  than  a 
sommon  Indian  agent.  He  dwelt  on  the  im- 
yrovements  which  had  been  introduced  into 
lie  Indian  Department  during  the  present 
Administration,  for  which  he  contended  that 
he  present  Secretary  of  War  was  entitled  to 
he  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of 
lie  countiy. 

Hr.  MoLact  spoke  in  reply.  He  discussed 
\t  length  the  laws  in  relation  both  to  the  Terri- 
orial  Governors  and  the  Surgeon-General, 
irhich  he  stated  as  fully  warranting  what  they 
"eceived.  If  any  improvement  was  to  be  intro- 
luoed  into  the  Lidian  Departm^t,  the  present 
nil  was  not  the  proper  one  to  effect  it,  and 
lie  discussion  was  only  calculated  to  embar- 
vssit. 

Mr.  Wabfield  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
o  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  and  op- 
K)6ed  the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken 
mtf  as  being  of  too  broad  and  unguarded  a 
liaracter.  Possibly  abuses  did  exist,  and  the 
aws  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  would  cer- 
ainly  be  better  for  revision ;  but  this  must  be 
Lone  as  a  separate  matter,  and  with  deliberap 
ion.  He  hoped  that  the  discussion  of  that 
abject  would  now  be  relinquished. 

Mr.  Gall,  of  Florida,  stated  the  many  valu- 
l>le  services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  that 
territory,  and  argued  in  fiivor  of  the  equity  of 
ome  farther  compensation  than  his  mere  salary 
m  Governor.  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case 
if  the  Surgeon-General,  stated  the  value  of  his 
ervices,  his  necessity  of  obedience,  as  attached 
a  the  Army,  even  in  the  performance  of  the 
oogest  and  most  expensive  journeys.  He  was 
n  ooDSlant  activity,  and  his  salary  alone  might 
m  exhausted  by  a  single  journey ;  talent  and 
orvices  were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as 
n  the  medical  staff  of  our  Army ;  and  if  we 
lersisted  in  this  policy,  talent  would  retire 
rom  the  service  of  the  Government,  &c. 

Mr.  CooKB  spoke  in  reply;  and  insisted  on 
he  grounds  he  had  formerly  taken.  The  plro- 
riaion  was  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular 
-its  language  and  its  aim  were  general.  He 
tated  some  further  &cts  as  to  the  compensa- 
lona  received. 

Mr.  Vakcb,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
brmer  statements,  and  adaed  facts  in  reply. 

Mr.  WiGXLiTvs  recalled  the  remembrance  of 


the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  what  had 
passed  in  this  House  when  the  clause  now 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate  had  been  proposed 
by  that  gentleman,  when  he  stated  that  it  was 
not  meant  to  include  Territorial  Governors. 
If  the  gentleman  disapproved  of  the  amounts 
now  received,  he  wished  ^at  gentleman,  as 
head  (to  use  a  phrase  of  his  own)  of  ^e  "  In- 
dian Committee,"  would  introduce  a  provision 
to  fix  and  regulate  their  compensation. 

Mr.  Cocks  explained. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that  the  present  case 
showed  the  impropriety  of  receiving  statements 
from  the  departments  which  did  not  come 
before  the  House  in  an  official  form.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  produced  some 
statements,  but  they  were  incomplete.  Mr.  0. 
had  had  personal  opportunity  of  observing  the 
performance  of  the  auties  by  the  Governor  of  a 
Territory,  and  he  knew  them  to  be  difficult 
and  perplexing.  He  referred  to  censures  for- 
merly cast  on  Governor  Cass,  the  investigation 
which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete  vindica- 
tion which  was  the  result. 

Mr.  Cooks  replied  in  a  few  words,  and  Mr. 
Cook  rejoined. 

Mr.  Rich  advocated,  in  a  few  observations^ 
the  propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  thought  it  oest  not  to  insist  on  its 
insertion  in  the  present  biU. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  non-concur- 
ring with  the  Senate  in  their  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  nays  90. 

So  the  House  concurned  in  the  Senate^i 
amendment,  and  refused  to  restore  this  danae 
to  the  bill. 


WsDHSSDAT,  March  81. 
TheToHfBm. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acta 
laying  duties  on  imports,  Mr.  CoHnior  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Clat  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
general  principles  of  the  tariff^  as  follows : 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  According  to  the  system 
of  one,  the  produce  of  foreign  industry  idiould 
be  suljjectea  to  no  other  impost  than  such  as 
may  be  necessary  to  provide  a  public  revenue ; 
and  the  produce  of  American  mdustry  shoula 
be  left  to  sustain  itself,  if  it  can,  with  no  other 
than  that  incidental  protection,  in  its  compneti- 
tion,  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  with  rival 
foreign  articles.  According  to  the  system  of 
the  other  class,  whilst  th^y  agree  that  the  im- 
posts should  be  mainly,  and  may,  under  any 
modifications,  be  safelv  relied  on  as  a  fit  and 
convenient  source  or  public  revenue,  they 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  for- 
eign fabrics  as  to  afford  a  {gradual  but  adequate 
protection  to  American  mdustry,  and  lessen 
our  dependence  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing 
a  certain,  and,  ultimately,  a  cheaper  and  better 
supply  of  our  own  wants  from  our  own  abun- 
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diuit  resources.  Both  classes  are  eanally  sin- 1 
oere  in  their  respective  opinions,  eqnailj  honest, 
equally  patriotic,  and  desirous  of  ndvancing  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  In  the  discussion 
and  consideration  of  these  opposite  opinions, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  which  has  the 
support  of  truth  and  reason,  we  should,  there- 
fore, exercise  every  indulgence,  and  the  great- 
est spirit  of  mutual  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance. And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this  great 
question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  truly 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace 
tiie  causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and 
snatch,  if  possible,  a  view  of  the  future.  We 
should,  above  all,  consult  experience — ^the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  as 
our  truest  and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  us,  the  most 
prominent  circumstimce  which  fixes  our  atten- 
tion, and  challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is, 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  the  whole 
country.  It  is  forced  upon  us  by  numerous 
facts  of  the  most  incontestable  character.  It 
is  indicated  by  the  diminished  exports  of  native 
produce ;  by  the  depressed  and  reduced  state 
of  our  foreign  navigation ;  by  our  diminished 
commerce;  by  successive  untilireshed  crops  of 
grain,  perishing  in  our  bams  and  barn-yards 
for  the  want  of  a  market ;  by  the  alarming  dimi- 
nution of  the  circulating  medium ;  by  tne  nu- 
merous bankruptcies,  not  limited  to  the  trading 
classes,  but  extending  to  all  orders  of  society ; 
bv  a  universal  complaint  of  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  labor ;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after 

Eublio  ntuations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their 
onors,  and  the  performance  of  their  public 
duties,  but  as  a  means  of  private  subsistence ; 
by  the  reluctant  resort  to  the  perilous^  use  of 
paper  money ;  by  the  intervention  of  legislation 
m  the  delicate  relation  between  debtor  and 
creditor;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low  and  de- 
pressed state  of  the  value  of  almost  every  de- 
scription of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few 
years.  This  distress  pervades  every  part  of 
the  Union,  every  class  of  society ;  all  feel  it, 
though  it  may  be  felt,  at  different  places,  in 
different  degrees.  It  is  like  the  atmosphere 
which  surrounds  us — all  must  inhale  it,  and 
none  can  escape  it.  In  some  places,  it  has 
burst  upon  our  people  without  a  single  mitigat- 
ing circumstance  to  temper  its  severity.  Li 
others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced,  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  causes. 
A  few  years  ago,  the  planting  interest  consoled 
itself  with  its  happy  exemption ;  but  it  has  now 
reached  this  interest  also,  which  experiences, 
though  with  less  severity,  the  general  suffering. 
It  is  most  painful  to  me  to  attempt  to  sketch  or 
to  dweU  on  the  gloom  of  this  picture.  But  I 
have  exaggerated  nothing.  Perfect  fidelity  to 
the  original  would  have  authorized  me  to  have 
thrown  on  deeper  and  darker  hues.    And  it  is 


the  duty  of  the  statesman,  no  les  &fln  ^i 
the  physician,  to  survey,  with  a  poetnai 
steady,  and  undismayed  eye,  the  actail  «• 
dition  of  the  subject  on  which  he  would  cw- 
ate ;  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  diaeisEsof  Ai 
body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  effic«diOBi» 
dies.  We  have  not,  thank  God,  sDffiavdk 
any  great  degree  for  food.  But  distreas,  «4- 
ing  from  the  absence  of  a  supply  of  tbe  mi 
physical  wants  of  our  nature,  is  not  tke^ 
nor,  perhaps,  the  keenest  distreaa,  to  wbidin 
may  pe  exposed.  Moral  and  peeoniirr  A 
ing  is,  if  possible,  more  poignant  It  ^oft 
its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.  It  ykt&^i 
paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  (^  iS  «^ 
exertion.  Its  nnsparing  action  is  eolkteai* 
well  as  direct.  It  falls  with  inezortUe  £ia 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  wretched  isS^i 
embarrassment*  and  insolv^icy,  and  vpoi  > 
head.  They  are  a  faithful  mirra*,  reil8(6f 
back  upon  him,  at  once,  his  own  frigfatfid  iw 
and  that,  no  lees  appalling,  of  the  doarttt  ^ 
jects  of  his  affection.  What  is  the  taut  ofii 
wide-spreading  distress,  of  this  de^  defMi 
which  we  behold  stamped  on  the  pnbfie  tm 
tenance  ?  We  are  the  same  people.  ¥e  ^ 
the  same  country.  We  cannot  arraigii| 
boxmty  of  Providence.  The  ahow^s  ^» 
in  the  same  grateful  abundance.  The  ks  d 
casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  influesee^ 
the  land ;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  Staw 
in  its  soils  as  ever,  yields  to  the  industries* 
tivator,  in  boundless  profusion,  its  aoca*»" 
fruits,  its  richest  treasures.  Our  vieor  is » 
impaired.  Our  industry  is  not  reuxei  ' 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteftd  eilni^^g* 
could  be  made  agunst  our  people,  it  oB* 
now  be  justly  preferred.  They,  on  the  cott^ 
for  the  few  last  years  at  least,  have  been  j* 
tising  the  most  rigid  economy.  The  cffl* 
then,  of  our  present  a£9iction,  whate«p*ff 
may  be,  are  hnman  causes,  and  hmnan  «■• 
not  chargeable  upon  the  people,  in  tiiarpn* 
and  individual  relations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  caaie  «» 
unhappy  condition  of  our  connfenr,  ^HekJ 
haye  faintly  depicted  ?  It  is  to  be  fo«QBd  « * 
fact  that,  during  almost  the  wh<^e  exfesasees 
this  Grovemment,  we  have  shaped  ojir  ia^^ 
our  navigation,  and  our  commerce,  ia  n^J** 
to  an  extraordinary  war  in  Borope,  «■  • 
foreign  markets,  which  no  longer  exist;  ia  * 
fact  that  we  have  depended  too  mech  g 
foreign  sources  of  supply,  and  exdted  too  »■ 
the  native;  in  the  fact  that,  whilst  irtjg 
cultivated,  with  assiduous  care,  oar  w^ 
resources,  we  have  suffered  those  at  ^|** 
wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and  abairfo»» 
The  consequence  of  the  tenninatioD  w^"?^ 
of  Europe  has  been  the  resumption  dTBuj"^ 
commerce,  European  navigation,  and  a>J^ 
tension  of  European  agricultnpe  and  ™]J* 
industry,  in  all  its  branches.  Eorw.  tt^ 
fore,  has  no  longer  occasion  to  "^X  ^^J^^JS 
the  same  extent  as  that  which  she  ™J^ 
her  wars,  for  American  oomnwro^  Aaeam 
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aYigation,  the  produce  of  American  industry, 
iurope  in  commotion,  and  convulsed  through* 
at  all  her  members,  is  to  America  no  longer 
le^ame  Europe  as  she  is  now,  tranquil,  and 
'atching  with  the  most  vigilant  attention  all 
er  own  peculiar  interests,  without  regard  to 
36  operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.  The  effect 
f  this  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has 
een  to  circumscribe  the  employment  of  our 
larine,  and  greatly  to  reduce  the  value  of  the 
roduce  of  our  territorial  labor.  The  further 
QTect  of  this  twofold  reduction  has  been  to 
Dcrease  the  value  of  all  property,  whether  on 
le  land  or  on  the  ocean,  and  which  I  suppose 
>  be  about  fifty  per  cent  And  the  still  fuither 
feet  has  been  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our 
irculating  medium,  in  a  proportion  not  less  by 
8  transmission  abroad,  or  its  withdrawal  by 
le  banking  institutions,  from  a  necessity  whidL 
ley  could  not  controL  The  quantitv  of  money, 
i  whatever  form  it  may  be,  which  a  nation 
anta,  is  in  proportion  to  the  total  mass  of  its 
ealtb,  and  to  the  activity  of  that  wealth. 
.  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth  has  but  a 
mited  want  of  money.  In  stating  the  fact, 
lerefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country 
is  diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio 
r  about  fifty  per  cent,  we  shall  at  once  fuUy 
)mprehend  the  inevitable  reduction  which 
lUst  have  ensued  in  the  total  quantity  of  the 
roulating  medium  of  the  country.  A  nation 
most  prosperous  when  there  is  a  gradual  and 
dtempting  addition  to  the  aggregate  of  its  cir- 
ilatinff  medium.  It  is  in  a  condition  the 
loet  aaverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid  diminution 
I  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
consequent  depression  in  the  value  of  prop- 
ty.  In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  in- 
ividuals  insensibly  increases,  and  income  keeps 
lead  of  expenditure.  But,  in  the  latter  in- 
ance,  debts  have  been  contracted,  engage- 
ents  made,  and  habits  of  expense  established, 
I  reference  to  the  existing  state  of  wealth  and 
^  its  representative.  When  these  come  to  be 
'eatly  reduced,  individuals  find  their  debts 
ill  existing,  their  engagements  unexecuted, 
id  their  habits  inveterate.  They  see  them- 
lv68  in  the  possesion  of  the  same  property 
I  whidL  in  good  fkith,  they  had  bound  tnem- 
iTes.  But  that  property,  without  their  faulty 
Mpoooco  no  longer  the  same  value ;  and  hence, 
■ootitent,  impoveridiment,  and  ruin  arise. 
)t  US  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Europe 
as  again  the  theatre  of  such  a  general  war  as 
eenuy  raged  throughout  all  her  dominions — 
«li  a  state  of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  ^eatest 
»rtions  and  in  our  greatest  prosperity — ^in- 
ttitly  there  would  arise  a  greedy  demand  for 
e  surplus  produce  of  our  industry,  for  our 
■Dineroe,  for  our  navigation.  The  languor 
bSch  now  previuls  in  our  cities,  and  in  our 
^K>rta,  woiidd  give  way  to  an  animated  activ- 
r.  Our  roads  and  rivers  would  be  crowded 
ith  the  produce  of  the  interior.  Everywhere 
»  shoula  witness  excited  industry.  The  pre- 
ifoa  metals  would  reflow  from  abroad  upon 


us.  Banks,  which  have  maintained  their  credit^ 
would  revive  their  business,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  tiiose 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure ; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  tliey  have 
produced  our  present  adversity;  they  have 
somewhat  aggravated  it,  but  they  were  the 
effect  and  the  evidence  of  our  prosperity. 
Prices  would  again  get  up;  the  former  value 
of  property  would  be  restored ;  and  those  em- 
barrassed persons  who  have  not  been  already 
overwhelmed  by  the  times,  would  suddenly  fincL 
in  the  augmented  value  of  their  property,  and 
the  renewal  of  th^ir  business,  ample  means  to 
extricate  themselves  from  all  their  difficulties. 
The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is  a  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.  This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both, 
but  it  must  exist  somewhere,  if  society  prospers ; 
and  wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  compe- 
tent to  the  absorption  of  the  entire  surplus  of 
production.  It  is  most  desirable  that  there 
should  be  both  a  home  and  a  foreign  market 
But)  with  respect  to  their  relative  superiority, 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt.  The  home  market 
is  first  in  order,  and  paramount  in  importance. 
The  object  of  tne  bill  under  consideration  is  to 
create  this  home  market,  and  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  a  genuine  American  policy.  It  is 
opposed;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  par- 
tisans of  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  1  shall 
use  without  any  invidious  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate 
vent  for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But 
is  it  so?  1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they 
would,  take  our  surplus  produce.  If  the  source 
of  supply,  no  matter  of  what,  increases  in  a 
greater  ratio  than  the  demand  for  that  supply, 
a  glut  of  the  market  is  inevitable,  even  if  we 
suppose  both  to  remain  perfectiy  unobstructed. 
The  duplication  of  our  population  takes  place 
in  terms  of  about  twenty-five  years.  The  term 
will  be  more  and  more  extended  as  our  num- 
bers multiply.  But  it  will  be  a  sufficient  ap- 
proximation to  assume  this  ratio  for  the  present 
We  increase,  therefore,  in  population  at  the  rate 
of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  Supposing 
the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in  the  same 
ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year,  have, 
of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent  more  tiian 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  account  the  differences  of  seasons  which 
neutralize  each  other.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to 
rely  upon  the  foreign  market  exclusively,  for- 
eign consumption  ought  to  be  shown  to  be  in- 
creasing in  the  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent  per 
annum,  if  it  be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  sur- 
plus produce.  But,  as  I  have  supposed  the 
measure  of  our  increasing  production  to  be  fur- 
nished by  that  of  our  increasing  population ; 
so  the  measure  of  their  power  of  consumption 
must  be  determined  by  that  of  the  increase  of 
their  population.  Now,  the  total  foreign  popu- 
lation, who  consume  our  surplus  produce,  upon 
an  average,  do  not  double  their  aggregate  nnm- 
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her  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about  one 
hundred  years.  Oar  powers  of  production  in- 
crease then  in  a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.  And  hence  their 
utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus 
produce. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  our  Confederacy  comprehends 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  inter- 
ests— agricultural,  planting,  farming,  commer- 
oialf  navigating,  fishing,  manufacturing.  No 
one  of  these  interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree, 
and  cherished  with  the  same  solicitude,  through 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  Some  of  them  are  pe- 
culiar to  particular  sectiop^  of  our  common 
country.  But  all  these  gred;  interests  are  con- 
fided to  the  protection  of  one  Government — ^to 
the  fate  of  one  ship ;  and  a  most  gaDant  ship  it 
is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  we  prosper,  and  are 
hanpy,  protection  must  be  extended  to  all — ^it 
is  due  to  alL  It  is  the  great  principle  on  which 
obedience  is  demanded  from  aD.  If  our  essen- 
tial interests  cannot  find  protecUon  from  our 
own  Government  against  the  policy  of  foreign 
powers,  where  are  uiey  to  get  it?  We  did  not 
nnite  for  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The 
inquiry  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  in- 
terests of  every  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak 
not  of  minute  snbdivisions,)  What  would  be 
done  for  those  interests  if  that  section  stood 
alone  and  separated  from  the  residue  of  the 
Republic?  If  the  promotion  of  those  interests 
would  not  injuriously  affect  any  other  section, 
then  every  thmg  should  be  done  for  them  which 
would  be  done  if  it  formed  a  distinct  Govern- 
ment. If  they  come  into  absolute  collision 
with  the  interests  of  another  section,  a  recon- 
ciliation, if  possible,  should  be  attempted,  by 
mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other. 
In  such  a  case,  all  should  not  be  done  for  one, 
which  would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and 
independent,  but  something;  and,  in  devising 
the  measure,  the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the 
whole  should  be  carefully  consulted.  This  is 
the  only  mode  by  which  we  can  preserve,  in 
full  vigor,  the  harmony  of  the  whole  Union. 
The  South  entertains  one  opinion,  and  imagines 
that  a  modification  of  the  existing  policy  of  the 
country,  for  the  protection  of  American  indus- 
try, involves  the  ruin  of  the  South.  The  Norti, 
the  East,  the  West,  hold  the  opposite  opinion, 
and  feel,  and  contemplate,  in  a  longer  adherence 
to  the  foreign  policy,  as  it  now  exists,  l^eir 
utter  destruction.  Is  it  true  that  the  interests 
of  these  great  sections  of  our  country  are  irre- 
concilable with  each  other  ?  Are  we  reduced 
to  the  sad  and  afflicting  dilemma  of  determin- 
ing which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  other?  Happily,  I  think,  there  is  no 
such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  North,  l^e 
West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  independent 
State,  unaasociated  wjfti  the  South,  can  there 
be  a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would  be 
carried  to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  for- 
eign fabric  of  which  they  produce  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and   which   they  could  manufacture  t 


Such  would  be  their  policy,  if  thej  stood 
alone ;  but  they  are,  fortunately,  conoected 
with  the  South,  which  believes  its  interest  to 
require  a  free  admission  of  foreign  maniAD* 
tures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  for  mntoal  conces- 
sion, for  fair  compromise.  The  bill  under  con- 
sideration presents  this  compromise.  It  is  a 
medium  between  the  absolute  exdnsion  and 
the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of 
foreign  industry.  It  sacrifices  the  interests 
neither  section  to  that  of  the  other ;  neither,  it 
is  true,  ^ets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to 
fdl  that  It  fears.  But  it  has  been  said  thattlie 
South  obtains  nothing  in  this  compromise. 
Does  it  lose  any  thing  ?  is  the  first  qnestion.  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  does  not,  b/ 
showing  that  a  mere  transfer  is  effected  in  tk 
source  of  the  supply  of  its  consumption,  from 
Europe  to  America ;  and  that  the  Iosb,  vbi^ 
ever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale  of  its  great  staple  in 
Europe,  is  compensated  by  the  nexr  mulet 
created  in  America.  But  does  the  Sonth  reaSy 
giun  nothing  in  this  compromise  f  The  con- 
sumption of  the  other  sections,  though  some- 
what restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by  this  bill,  to 
foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  Southern  sta^Jffi. 
So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the  Srath, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other  sk- 
tions,  and  that  is  the  point  of  mutoal  conces- 
sion. The  South  will  also  gain  by  the  extended 
consumption  of  its  great  staple,  produced  bf  ao 
increased  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  cod» 
quence  of  the  establishment  of  the  home  ma^ 
ket  But  the  South  cannot  exert  its  indasby 
and  enterprise  in  the  business  of  maiiniactaie& 
Why  not?  The  difficulties,  if  not  exaggerated, 
are  artificial,  and  may,  therefore,  be  snrmoant- 
ed.  But  can  the  other  sections  embark  intiie 
planting  occupations  of  the  South  ?  The  ob- 
structions which  forbid  them  are  natnral,  cre- 
ated by  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  and  there- 
fore unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  innte 
us  to  adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.  Its  vbt 
portance,  in  connection  with  the  genial  de- 
fence in  time  of  war,  cannot  fail  to  be  dulj 
estimated.  Need  I  recall  to  our  painful  wm*- 
lection  tlie  sufferings,  for  tbe  want  of  an  Ade- 
quate supply  of  absolute  necessaries,  to  whidi 
the  defenders  of  their  country's  rights  and  o^ 
entire  population  were  subjected  dnring  w 
late  war  ?  Or  to  remind  the  committee  ffl  the 
great  advantages  of  a  steady  and  ^uiMioi 
source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in  war  and 
in  peace  ?  Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramount  m 
greatest  of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fiul  J^"^ 
to  recommend  it,  or  aC  least  to  conciliate  the 
forbearance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Kow  our 
people  present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assem- 
blage of  jealous  rivals,  all  eagerly  rushing  to 
the  seaboard,  jostling  each  other  in  their  waj, 
to  hurry  off  to  glutted  foreign  markets  the  per 
ishable  produce  of  their  labor.  The  t^ndeng 
of  that  policy,  in  conformity  to  which  this  w 
is  prepared,  is  to  transform  these  competita* 
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into  fHends  and  mntoal  ctiBtomers;  and,  by  the 
reciprocal  exchanges  of  their  respective  pro- 
lactions^  to  place  the  Oonfederaoj  upon  the 
most  solid  of  all  foundations,  the  basis  of  com- 
taon  intesest.  And  is  not  the  Goyemment 
sailed  npon,  by  every  stimulating  motive,  to 
idwt  its  policy  to  the  actoal  condition  and  ex- 
pended growth  of  our  great  Republic?  At  the 
x>mmencement  of  our  constitution,  almost  the 
irhole  population  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
Ined  between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
'he  Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the 
ivestem  part  of  New  York,  of  Penn^lvania, 
>f  Virginia,  all  the  western  States  and  Territo- 
ries, have  been  principally  peopled.  Prior  to 
^at  period  we  had  scarcely  any  interior.  An 
interior  has  sprung  up,  as  it  were,  by  enchant- 
nent,  and  along  with  it  new  interests  and  new 
relations,  requiring  the  parental  protection  of 
Sovemment.  Our  policy  should  be  modi- 
led  accordingly,  so  as  to  comprehend  all,  and 
lacrifice  none.  And  ore  we  not  encouraged  by 
ihe  success  of  past  experience,  in  respect  to  the 
>nly  article  which  has  been  adequatdy  protect- 
ed ?  Already  have  the  predictions  of  the 
Criends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a 
shorter  time  than  their  most  sanguine  hopes 
x>uld  have  anticipated,  been  completely  res- 
ized in  regard  to  that  article;  and  the  con- 
iumption  is  now  better  and  cheaper  supplied 
nrith  coarse  cottons,  than  it  was  under  the 
prevalence  of  the  foreign  system. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  limit- 
id  to  certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it 
lot  be  satis&ctory  to  behold  American  indus- 
^,  wherever  situated,  active,  animated,  and 
ihrifty,  rather  than  persevere  in  a  course  which 
renders  us  subservient  to  foreign  industry? 
But  these  benefits  are  twofold,  direct  and  col- 
lateral, and  in  the  one  shape  or  the  other,  they 
wiU  diffuse  themselves  throughout  the  Union, 
yi  parts  of  the  Union  will  participate,  more 
n  less,  in  both.  As  to  the  direct  benefit,  it  is 
l^robable  that  the  North  and  the  East  will  en- 
oy  the  largest  share.  But  the  West  and  the 
k>uth  will  also  participate  in  them.  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  wiU  divide 
irith  the  Northern  capitalists  the  business  of 
nanu&cturing.  The  fatter  city  unites  more 
idvantages  for  its  successful  prosecution  than 
my  other  place  I  know,  Zanesville,  in  Ohio, 
>nly  excepted.  And  where  the  direct  benefit 
loes  not  accrue,  that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supply- 
iig  the  raw  material  and  provisions  for  the 
consumption  of  artisans.  Is  it  not  most  desira- 
ble to  put  at  rest  and  prevent  the  annual  recur- 
rence of  this  unpleasant  subject,  so  well  fitted, 
t>y  the  various  interests  to  which  it  appeals,  to 
sxcite  irritation  and  to  produce  discontent? 
Oan  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection?  Behold 
bhe  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our  table, 
Mimestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  protect- 
ing interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruin- 
tms  policy  which  we  are  pursuing.  Will  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  sod- 
ifyi  entire  States  and  communities^  public  com- 


panies, and  private  individuals,  spontaneously 
assembling,  cease  in  their  humble  prayers,  by 
your  lending  a  deaf  ear?  Oan  you  expect  that 
these  petitioners,  and  others,  in  countless  num- 
bers, that  will,  if  you  delay  the  passage  of  this 
billj  supplicate  your  mercy,  should  contemplate 
their  substance  gradually  withdrawn  to  foreign 
countries,  their  ruin  slow,  but  certain,  and  as 
inevitable  as  death  itself^  without  one  expiring 
effort?  You  think  the  measure  injurious  to 
you ;  we  believe  our  preservation  depends  upon 
its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mutuaDy  hon- 
est, are  equaDy  strong.  What  is  to  be  done? 
I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion under  which  our  blessed  constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  hap- 
pily administered.  I  appeal  to  the  South — ^to 
the  high-minded,  generous,  and  patriotic  South 
— with  which  I  have  so  often  co-operated,  in 
attempting  to  sustain  the  honor  and  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  our  country.  Should  it  not 
offer,  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good,  some 
sacrifice  of  itb  peculiar  opinions?  Of  what 
does  it  complain?  A  possible  temporary  en- 
hancement in  the  objects  of  consumption.  Of 
what  do  we  complain?  A  total  incapacity, 
produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  purchase  at 
any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption, la  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too 
much  from  Southern  magnanimity?  The  just 
and  confident  expectation  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill  has  fiooded  the  country  with  recent  impor- 
tations of  foreign  fabrics.  If  it  should  not 
pass,  they  will  complete  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion of  our  domestic  industry.  If  it  should 
pass,  they  will  prevent  any  considerable  rise  in 
the  price  of  foreign  commodities,  until  our  own 
industry  shall  be  able  to  supply  competent  sub- 
stitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anx- 
iously appeaL  Every  arranffement  of  its  pro- 
vision does  not  suit  each  of  you ;  you  desire 
some  ftirther  alterations;  you  would  make  it 
perfect.  Ton  want  what  you  will  never  get. 
Nothing  human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen, 
with  great  surprise,  a  piece  signed  by  a  member 
of  Oongress,  publishea  in  the  ^^  National  Intel- 
ligencer," stating  that  this  bill  must  be  reject- 
ed, and  a  judicious  tariff  brought  i^  as  its  sub- 
stitute. A  judieiatu  tariff  I  No  member  of 
Congress  could  have  signed  that  piece ;  or,  if 
he  didj  the  public  ought  not  to  be  deceived.  If 
this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestionably  no  other 
can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably  during  this 
Congress.  And  who  will  go  home  ana  say 
tliat  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  be- 
cause molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the  enor- 
mous additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  Amer- 
ican policy  to  yield  somewhat  of  their  own  pe- 
culiar wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable 
in  the  idle  pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let 
us  imitate  toe  illustrious  example  of  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution,  and  always  remember- 
ing that  whatever  springs  from  man  partakea 
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of  his  imperfections,  depend  npon  experience 
to  suggest,  in  future,  the  necessArj  amend- 
ments. 

We  have  hod  great  difficulties  to  encounter. 
1.  The  splendid  talents  which  are  arrayed  in 
this  House  against  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by 
the  rich  and  powerful  in  the  land.  8.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  if  any,  affords  us  but  a 
cold  and  equivocal  support.  4.  The  importing 
and  navigating  interests,  I  verily  believe  from 
misconception,  are  adverse  to  us.  5.  The  Brit- 
ish factors  and  the  British  influence  are  inimi- 
cal to  our  success.  6.  Long-established  habits 
and  prejudices  oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers 
and  literary  speculators,  foreign  and  domestic. 
And,  lastly,  the  leading  presses  of  the  conntry, 
including  the  influence  of  that  which  is  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  and  sustained  by  the  public 
purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But 
the  cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it 
must,  and  wiUprevail.  It  is  founded  in  the  in- 
terests and  af^tions  of  the  people.  It  is  as 
native  as  the  granite  deeply  emboisomed  in  our 
mountains.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  would  pray 
God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  to  avert  from  our 
country  the  evils  which  are  impending  over  it^ 
and,  by  enlightening  our  councils,  to  conduct 
us  into  that  path  which  leads  to  riches,  to 
greatness,  to  glory.* 


Fbidat,  April  2. 

United  Brethren,  for  Propagating  the  Ooepel 
among  the  Heathen:  and  the  Lands  held  in 
Trust  for  that  Olject  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  tiie  President  of 
the^  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
among  the  Heathen,  to  certain  tracts  of  land, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of 
land,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  oonmiittee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Tariff  Bill 

The  House  then  went  into  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  *^  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,'^  Mr.  Condiot  in  tiie 
chair. 

Mr.  Websteb  addressed  the  committee  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  its  passage  in  its  present  shape,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  will  avail  myself  of  the 
present  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  cer- 

*  Only  extracts  are  given  from  Mr.  Clay^s  speech,  snch 
ts  show  the  character  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  omitting 
the  argument  on  Its  different  clanses.  The  same  oonrse  Is 
followed  with  Mr.  Webster*8  speech,  immedlAteljr  foUowing 
that  of  Mr.  Chtf,  and  In  answer  to  it 


tain  principles  and  opioions  which  have  been 
recently  advanced^  and  on  those  considentiooB 
which,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  govern  us  in 
deciding  upon  the  several  and  respectiye  puts 
of  this  very  important  and  complex  measure. 
I  can  truly  say  that  this  is  a  pamfiil  duty.  I 
deeply  regret  the  necessity,  wtuch  is  likdy  to 
be  miposed  upon  me,  of  givmg  a  general  af&n- 
ative  or  negative  vote  on  the  whole  of  the  IhD. 
I  cannot  but  think  this  mode  of  proceeding  Eft- 
ble  to  great  objectiona.  It  exposes  both  m» 
who  support,  and  those  who  oppose  the  men- 
ure,  to  very  unjust  and  iigurious  misapprehefi- 
sions.  There  may  be  good  reasons  for  iiLVst- 
ing  some  of  the  provisi<Mis  of  the  biD,  ind 
equally  strong  reasons  for  opposing  others;  ind 
these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  eadt  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident  If  thit 
were  the  case,  those  who  are  in  fav<ff  of  the 
principal  might  forego  their  opinions  npon  in- 
cidental and  subordinate  provisions.  Bnt  tiie 
bin  proposes  enactments  entirely  distinct,  nd 
different  from  one  another  in  character  ud 
tendency.  Some  of  its  clauses  are  intended 
merely  for  revenue ;  and,  of  those  which  r^ 
gard  the  protection  of  home  manufiictDres,  ona 
part  stands  upon  very  different  groonds  from 
those  of  other  parts.  So  Uiat  probably  every 
gentleman  who  may  ultimately  support  the  biD, 
will  vote  for  much  which  his  judgment  does 
not  approve ;  and  those  who  oppose  it,  vill  op- 
pose something  which  they  would  very  gladly 
su^ort. 

Being  intrusted  with  the  itaterests  of  a  dis- 
trict highly  commercial,  and  deeply  interested 
in  manuSfactures  also,  I  wish  to  state  my  opin- 
ions on  the  present  measure ;  not  as  on  t 
whole,  for  it  has  no  entire  and  homogeneoos 
character ;  but  as  on  a  collection  of  different 
enactments,  some  of  which  meet  my  approbflr 
tion,  and  some  of  which  do  not. 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  stale 
my  regret,  if,  indeed,  I  ought  not  to  exprees  a 
warmer  sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  deeicos- 
tions,  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  seen  fit  to  adopt 
for  the  purpose  of  describing  the  advocates  m. 
the  opposers  of  the  present  bilL  It  is  a  qv^ 
tion,  he  says,  between  the  friends  of  an  ^*  Anle^ 
ican  policy,"  and  those  of  a  "  foreign  policy.* 
This,  sir,  is  an  assumption  which  I  taJ^e  the  Hb- 
erty  most  directly  to  deny.  Mr.  Speaker  oe^ 
tainly  intended  nothing  invidious  or  derogatoiy 
to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this  mode  of  de- 
nominating friends  and  enemies.  Bnt  th^  iB 
power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  distin- 
guishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  <^ 
pose  particular  measures,  may  lead  to  infe^ 
ences  to  which  no  member  of  the  House  esn 
submit.  It  may  imply  that  there  is  a  more  ex- 
dnsive  and  peculiar  regard  to  American  inter- 
ests in  one  class  of  opinions  than  in  another. 
Such  an  implication  is  to  be  resisted  and  re- 
pelled. Every  member  has  a  rig^t  to  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  pursues  what  he  believes  to 
be  the  interest  of  his  countiy,  with  as  sincere 
a  jEeal  aa  any  other  member.    I  daim  this  a 
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my  own  case ;  and,  while  I  shall  not^  for  any 
purpose  of  description,  or  conyenient  arrange- 
ment, nse  terms  which  may  imply  any  disre- 
spect to  other  men's  opinions,  much  lees  any 
Imputation  of  other  men's  motiyea,  it  is  my 
duty  to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  hy 
others^  he  not,  against  the  will  of  those  who 
adopt  them,  made  to  produce  a  false  impres- 
BioQ.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is  a  little  astonishing,  if  it 
seemed  conyenient  to  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  distinction,  to  make  use  of  the  terms 
^^  American  policy,"  and  ^^  foreign  poUcy,''  that 
he  should  not  haye  applied  them  in  a  manner 
precisely  the  reyerse  of  that  in  which  he  has  in 
met  used  them.  If  names  are  thought  neces- 
sary, it  would  he  well  enough,  one  would  think, 
that  the  name  should  he,  in  some  measure,  de- 
soriptiye  of  the  thing ;  and  since  Mr.  Speaker 
ienominates  the  policy  which  he  recommends 
^*a  new  policy  m  this  country;''  since  he 
speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a  new  era  in 
Dur  legislation ;  since  he  professes  to  inyite  us 
to  depart  from  our  accustomed  course,  to  in- 
struct ourselyes  by  the  wisdom  of  others,  and 
to  adopt  the  policy  of  the  most  distinguished 
foreign  States^  one  is  a  little  curious  to  know 
with  what  propriety  of  ^>eech  this  imitation  of 
;>tiier  nations  is  denommated  an  ^*  American 
policy,"  while,  on  the  contrary,  a  preference 
ror  our  own  established  system,  as  it  now  actu- 
ally exists,  and  always  has  existed,  is  called  a 
^*  foreign  policy."  This  fayorite  American  pol- 
icy is  what  America  has  neyer  tried ;  and  this 
odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as  we  are  told, 
foreign  States  haye  neyer  pursued.  Sir,  that  is 
the  truest  American  policy  which  shall  most 
isefully  employ  American  capital,  and  Ameri- 
iaik  labor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  popula- 
fion«  With  me  it  is  a  fdndamental  axiom,  it  is 
interwoyen  with  all  my  opinions,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  are  united  and  insep- 
irable ;  that  agricalture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
Aiotures,  will  prosper  together,  or  languish  to- 
l^ther;  and  that  all  legislation  is  dangerous 
which  proposes  to  benefit  one  of  these  without 
looking  to  the  consequences  Which  may  fall  on 
the  others. 

Passing  from  this,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
that  Mr.  Speaker  beg^  lua  able  and  impressiye 
meech  at  the  proper  point  of  inquiry ;  I  mean 
tne  present  state  and  condition  or  the  coontry ; 
ilthongh  I  am  so  unfortunate^  or  rather,  al- 
tJiongh  I  am  so  happy,  as  to  differ  from  him 
reiy  widely  in  f^gfffd  to  that  condition.  I  dis- 
lent  entirely  from  the  jostice  of  that  picture  of 
lifltress  which  he  has  drawn.  I  have  not  seen 
the  reality,  and  know  not  where  it  exists. 
Within  my  obsenration  there  is  no  cause  for  so 
l^oomy  and  terrifying  a  representation.  In  re- 
q>ect  to  the  New  £ngland  States,  with  the 
condition  of  which  I  am,  of  course,  most  ac- 
(loaSnted,  the  present  appears  to  me  a  period  of 
wery  general  prosperity.  Not,  indeea,  a  time 
for  great  profits  and  sudden  acquirition ;  not  a 
iay  of  extraordinary  actiyity  and  sucoessfdl 
ipeealation.    There  is,  no  doubt,  a  considerable 


depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  degree,  a 
staffuation  of  business.  But  the  case  presented 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression,  but 
of  distress;  of  uniyersal,  pervading,  intense 
distress,  limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  pluce. 
We  are  represented  as  on  the  yery  verge  and 
brink  of  national  ruin.  So  far  from  acquies- 
cing in  these  opinions,  I  believe  there  has  been 
no  period  in  wnich  the  general  prosperity  was 
better  secured,  or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foun- 
dation. As  applicable  to  the  Eastern  States,  I 
put  this  remark  to  their  Bepresentatives,  and 
ask  them  if  it  is  not  true.  When  has  there 
been  a  time  in  which  the  means  of  living  have 
been  more  accessible  and  more  abundant  ?  when 
labor  was  rewarded,  I  do  not  say  with  a  larger, 
but  with  a  more  certain  success  ?  Profits,  in- 
deed, are  lower ;  in  some  pursuits  of  life, 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit,  but  to  bur- 
den, by  this  bill,  very  low.  But  still  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  any  proofs  of  extraordinary 
distress.  What,  indeea,  are  the  general  indica- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  country  ?  There  is  no 
fomine  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war,  nor 
desolation.  There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
burden  of  taxation.  The  means  of  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  as- 
serted, it  is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor 
are  high,  in  comparison  with  those  of  any  oth- 
er country.  A  country,  then,  enjoying  a  pro- 
found peace,  a  perfect  civil  liberty,  with  the 
means  of  subsistence  cheap  and  abundant,  with 
the  reward  of  labor  sure,  and  its  wages  hieher 
than  anywhere  else,  cannot  be  represented  in 
gloom,  melancholy,  and  distress,  but  by  the 
effort  of  extraordinieuT'  powers  of  tragedy. 

The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a  fair  exam- 
ination of  the  present  condition  of  things, 
seems  to  me  to  be  that  there  is  a  considerable 
depression  of  prices  and  curtailment  of  profit ; 
and,  in  some  ports  of  the  country,  it  must  be 
admitted  there  is  a  great  degree  of  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of 
paying  debts  which  were  contracted  when 
prices  were  high.  With  these  qualifications, 
the  general  state  of  the  country  may  be  said  to 
be  prosperous ;  and  these  are  not  sufficient  to 
give  to  the  whole  face  of  affairs  any  appearance 
of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the  evil,  then,  to  be  a  depression 
of  prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the 
next  inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  several ; 
and,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  too  much  has  been 
imputed,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  single  cause  of 
the  diminution  of  exports.  Connected,  as  we 
are,  with  all  the  commercial  nations  of  the 
world,  and  having  observed  great  changes  to 
take  place  elsewhere,  we  should  consider  wheth- 
er the  causes  of  those  changes  have  not  reached 
US,  and  whether  we  are  not  suffering  by  the 
opsration  of  those  causes,  in  common  with  oth- 
ers. Undoubtedly  there  has  been  a  great  fall 
in  the  price  of  all  commodities  throughout  the 
commercial  world,  in  consequence  of  the  resto- 
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ration  of  a  state  of  peace.  When  the  Allies 
entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  astonishing- 
ly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce,  for 
instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  sprung  up  suddenly  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  de- 
mand was  created  for  the  commodities  of  trade. 
These  were  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
great  political  changes  which  uen  took  place 
in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war 
created  new  demand,  and  that  a  Government 
expenditure  of  $25,000,000  or  $80,000,000  a 
year,  had  the  usual  effect  of  enhancing  prices. 
We  are  ohliged  to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of 
our  banks  carried  the  same  effect  still  further. 
A  depreciated  currency  existed  in  a  great  part 
of  the  country— depreciated  to*  such  an  extent 
as  that  at  one  time,  exchange  between  the  cen- 
tre and  the  north,  was  as  high  as  20  per  cent. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  instituted 
to  correct  this  evil ;  but,  for  causes  which  it  is 
not  necessary  now  to  enumerate,  it  did  not,  for 
some  years,  brinff  back  the  currency  of  the 
country  to  a  sound  state.  This  depreciation  of 
the  circulating  currency  was  bo  much,  of  course, 
added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commodities, 
and  these  prices  thus  unnaturally  high,  seemed, 
to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appearance,  to 
indicate  great  prosperity.  But  such  prosperity 
is  more  specious  than  reaL  It  would  have 
been  better,  probably,  as  the  shock  would  have 
been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  sooner.  At 
length,  however,  they  fell ;  and,  as  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an 
influence  in  determining  the  time  at  which  this 
fall  should  take  place,  I  will  advert  shortly  to 
some  of  the  principal  of  those  events. 

In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  Commons 
decided,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  that  the  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of 
England  should  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  en- 
suing February.  The  restriction  had  been  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time,  and  from  year  to 
year.  Parliament  always  professing  to  look  to 
the  restoration  of  a  specie  currency,  whenever 
it  should  be  found  practicable.  Having  been  in 
July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819,  it  was  un- 
derstood that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments 
snould  be  resumed,  should  be  finally  settled. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  '18,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  bank  had  been  greatly  reduced,  and 
a  severe  scarcity  of  money  was  felt  in  the  Lon- 
don market.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  in 
England.  On  the  Continent,  other  important 
events  took  place.  The  French  Indemnity 
Loan  had  been  negotiated  in  the  summer  of 
1818,  and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  had  been  sold. 
This  created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and 
silver  in  those  eastern  States  of  Europe.  It 
has  been  stated,  that  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  transmitted  to  Austria  and  Russia 
in  that  year,  was  at  least  twenty  millions  ster- 
ling.   Other  large  sums  were  sent  to  Prussia 


and  to  Denmark.  The  effect  of  tlus  sal^ 
drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Pans,  was  mm 
nicated  to  Amsterdam  and  Hamboi]^  ud  d 
other  conunercial  places  in  the  nortii  ^Icopt 

The  paper  system  of  England  hid  eatalitj 
oommunicated  an  artificial  Talne  to  propstj. 
It  had  encouraged  specnlaticm,  and  Gsik 
overtrading.  When  the  shock  therefore  esse, 
and  the  violent  pressure  for  money  acted  sttb 
some  moment  on  the  Continent  and  in  Eof- 
land,  inflated  and  unnatural  prices  eoi^bi 
kept  up  no  longer.  A  reduction  took  ^ 
which  has  been  estimated  to  hsTe  been  it  kit 
equal  to  a  fall  of  SO,  if  not  40  per  ceoL  & 
depression  was  universal ;  and  the  dis^n 
felt  in  the  United  States  severely,  thos^  ^ 
equally  so  in  every  part  of  them.  Thee « 
those,  I  am  aware,  who  maintain  ^  ^ 
events  to  which  I  have  alluded  did  not  cfB 
the  great  fall  of  prices;  but  that  that  fill  is 
natural  and  inevitable,  from  the  preTHW^a- 
isting  state  of  things,  the  abundance  of  ixe- 
modities,  and  the  want  of  demand.  M^ 
would  only  prove  that  the  effect  waspioM 
in  another  way,  rather  than  by  another  t» 
li  these  great  and  sudden  caDs  for  dkhm^w 
not  reduce  prices,  but  prices  fell  aa  of  tk» 
selves,  to  their  natural  state,  still  the  resds  i 
the  same ;  for  we  perceive  that  after  these  i^ 
calls  for  money,  prices  could  not  be  keptkfissr 
at  their  unnatural  height. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  ^te  Eome  ^ 
tions  which  I  feel,  of  a  more  general  DstiiR,G 
the  course  of  Mr.  Speaker^s  obaemtioBS. 

He  seems  to  me  to  argae  the  qnestioi  tf  > 
all  domestic  industry  were  confined  to  the  p*^ 
duction  of  manufactured  articles;  asiftbe» 

Eloyment  of  our  own  capital,  and  oor  «n 
ibor,  in  the  occupations  of  conunate  m 
navi^ition,  were  not  as  emphatically  dco^ 
industry  as  any  other  occupation.  Sasecv 
gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  debtfe.  ^ 
spoken  of  the  price  paid  for  every  for^*' 
ufactured  article,  as  so  much  given  ^^^^ 
couragement  of  foreign  labor,  to  the  pr^ 
of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  snch  «rtiefc  »j 
product  of  our  own  labor  as  trolyas  if  «*■ 
manufactured  it  ourselves?  Oct  lik«  »* 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it-  B^* 
much  added  to  the  stock  of  national  ve^ 
If  the  conmiodity  were  dollars,  nobody  »«■* 
doubt  the  truth  of  this  remark:  and  Hep 
cisely  as  correct  in  its  application  to  aoj^ 
commodity  as  to  adlver.  Ond  man  tb^J 
yard  of  doth  at  home ;  another  '•^JJ^ 
tural  products,  and  buys  a  yard  of  iop^ 
doth.  Both  these  are  equally  the  «f^ 
domestic  industry,  and  the  ody  Q^*^**^[?J 
arise  in  the  case  are  two :  the  first  M*f  j 
the  best  mode,  under  all  the  circuin^aBW^  * 
obtaining  the  artide ;  the  second  is,  ^J^ 
this  first  question  is  proper  to  be  decided  bf  j^ 
emment,  and  how  far  it  is  jMroper  to  b* j** 
mdividual  discretion.  There  is  no  foowiJI 
for  the  distinction  whidi  attribntes  to  ee^ 
employments  the  peculiar  appellation  d  i^ 
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can  indiutry ;  and  it  is,  in  mj  indgment,  ex- 
Temeljr  nnwise,  to  attempt  such  discrimina- 
aons.  We  are  asked,  what  nations  have  ever 
ittained  eminent  prosperity  without  enoour- 
iging  manufactures  ?  I  may  ask,  what  nation 
»yer  reached  the  like  prosperity  without  pro- 
noting  foreign  trade  t  I  re^^ard  these  interests 
IS  closely  connected,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it 
ihould  be  onr  aim  to  cause  them  to  flourish  to- 
other. I  know  it  would  he  very  easy  to  pro- 
note  manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
>robably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  might  act 
n  disregard  of  other  interests.  We  could  cause 
I  sadden  transfer  of  capital,  and  a  violent 
change  in  the  pursuits  of  men.  We  could  ex- 
ceedingly benent  some  classes  by  these  means. 
But  what,  then,  becomes  of  the  interests  of 
>thers?  The  power  of  collecting  revenue  by 
faities  on  imports,  and  the  habit  of  the  GK)vem- 
nent  of  collecting  almost  its  whole  revenue  in 
^at  mode,  will  enable  us,  without  exceeding 
Jie  bounds  of  moderation,  to  give  great  advan- 
»iges  to  those  classes  of  manufactures  which 
re  may  think  most  usefbl  to  promote  at  home. 
PHiat  I  object  to  is  the  immoderate  use  of  the 
>ower — exclusions  and  prohibitionB ;  all  of 
irhich,  as  I  think,  not  only  interrupt  the  pur- 
mits  of  individuals,  with  great  ii^ury  to  them- 
lelvesw  and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
rat  also  often  divert  omr  own  labor,  or,  as  it 
nay  very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic 
ndustry,  nrom  those  occupations  in  which  it  is 
rell  employed,  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in 
rhich  it  wul  be  worse  employed,  and  worse 
>aid.  For  my  part,  I  see  very  litue  relief  to 
ihoee  who  are  likely  to  be  deprived  of  their 
imployments,  or  who  find  the  prices  of  the 
)Ommodities  which  they  need,  raised,  in  any 
^  the  dtematives  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  pre- 
lented.  It  is  nothing  to  say  that  they  may,  if 
hey  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  foreign  article ; 
ihe  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented:  nor 
ihat  they  may  use  the  domestic  article;  the 
yrice  of  that  also  is  increased.  Nor  can  they 
iapply  themselves  by  the  substitution  of  their 
>wn  fabric.  How  can  the  agriculturist  make 
ua  own  iron  f  How  can  the  ship-owner  grow 
lis  own  hemp  ? 

But  I  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the 
course  of  Mr.  Speaker^s  reasonmg ;  which  is, 
hat  he  leaves  out  of  the  case  all  wat  has  been 
ilready  done  for  the  protection  of  manufao- 
nres,  and  argues  the  question  as  if  those  inter- 
ssts  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  receive  lud 
!h>m  duties  on  imports.  I  can  hardly  express 
he  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  &11 
into  the  common  modes  of  expression  used 
ftlsewhere,  and  ask  if  wc  wUl  give  our  manu- 
BKstures  no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the  history 
yf  our  laws ;  look  to  the  present  state  of  our 
taws.  Consider  that  omr  whole  revenue,  with 
I  tri^ng  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
bouse,  and  always  has  been;  and  then  say 
irhat  propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Gov- 
imment  for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had 
besretofore  been  aftbrded.    The  real  question 


before  us,  in  regard  to  aU  the  important  clauses 
of  the  bill,  is  not  whether  we  will  lay  duties, 
but  whether  we  will  augment  duties.  The  de- 
mand is  for  something  more  'than  exists^  and 
yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  nothing  existed.  It  is 
whoUy  forgotten  that  iron  and  hemp,  for  ex- 
ample, alrrady  pay  a  very  heavy  and  burden- 
some duty;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations,  one  would 
infer,  that,  hitherto  we  had  rather  taxed  our 
own  manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes 
on  those  of  other  countries.  We  hear  of  the 
fatal  policy  of  the  tarifiTof  1816;  and  yet  the 
law  of  1816  was  passed  avowedly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  manufacturers,  and,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, imposed  on  imported  articles  very  great 
additions  of  tax ;  in  some  important  instances, 
indeed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture  of  the  question. 
Let  us  now  suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the 
protection  of  manufactures  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. What  we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render 
those  duties  much  higher,  and  therefore,  instead 
of  dealing  in  general  commendations  of  the 
benefits  of  protection,  the  friends  of  tlie  bill,  I 
think,  are  bound  to  make  out  a  fair  case  for 
each  of  the  manufeu^ures  which  they  propose 
to  benefit  The  Government  has  already  aone 
much  for  their  protection,  and  it  ought  to  be 
presumed  to  have  done  enough,  unless  it  should 
be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  considerations  m>- 

Slicable  to  each,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
oing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask, 
if  the  docUine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  ?  Suppose  all  nations 
to  act  upon  it;  they  would  be  pro«)erous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion m  which  they  abolished  intercourse 
with  one  another.  The  less  of  mutual  com- 
merce the  better,  upon  this  hypothesis.  Pro- 
tection and  encouragement  mav  be,  and  are, 
doubtless,  sometimes,  wise  and  beneficial,  if 
kept  within  proper  limits;  but,  when  carried 
to  an  extravagant  height,  or  the  point  of  pro- 
hibition, the  absurd  character  of  the  system 
numifests  itself. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  relief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  proof  of  national  distress; 
and  which  condition,  although  I  do  not  think 
it  makes  out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate 
depression. 

And  firsts  as  to  our  foreign  trade.  The 
Speaker  has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable fallinff  off  in  the  tonnage  employed  in 
that  trade.  This  is  true,  lamentably  true.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  one  of  those  occurrences  which 
ought  to  arrest  our  immediate,  our  deep,  our 
most  earnest  attention.  What  does  this  bill 
propose  for  its  relief?  Sir,  it  proposes  nothing 
put  new  burdens.  It  proposes  to  diminish  its 
employment)  and  it  proposes,  at  the  same  time, 
to  augment  its  expense^  by  sutjecting  it  to 


716 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THS 


H.  OF  R.] 


ne  Tariff  BOL 


[Arm,18ii 


heavier  taxation.  8ir,  there  is  no  interest,  in 
regard  to  which  a  Btronser  case  for  protection 
can  be  made  out,  than  the  navigating  interest. 
Whether  we  look  at  its  present  condition, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  depressed ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with  it,  and  dependent 
upon  it  for  their  daily  bread ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it 
has  claims  upon  our  attention  which  cannot  be 
exceeded.  But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for 
it  ?  I  repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax 
it.  By  a  statement  which  I  have  already  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the 
shipping  interest  pays,  annually,  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  duties  on  articles 
used  in  the  construction  of  ships.  We  propose 
to  add,  nearly,  or  quite,  fifty  per  cent,  to  this 
amount,  at  the  very  moment  that  we  bring  forth 
the  languishing  state  of  this  interest,  as  a  proof 
of  national  distress.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  our  shipping  employed  in  foreign  com- 
merce, has,  at  this  moment,  not  the  shadow  of 
Government  protection.  It  goes  abroad  upon 
tbe  wide  sea  to  make  its  own  way,  and  earn 
its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Its  resources  are  its  own 
frugality,  its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.  It 
hopes  to  succeed,  if  it  shall  succeed  at  aU,  not 
by  extraordinary  aid  of  Government,  but  by 
patience,  vigilance,  and  toil.  This  right  arm 
of  the  natioirs  safety  strengthens  its  own  muscle 
by  its  own  efforts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion 
in  its  own  defence  becomes  strong  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can 
deny  that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  ex- 
tremely critical.  We  have  left  it  hitherto  to 
maintain  itself  or  perish ;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and 
to  sink  if  it  cannot.  But  at  this  moment  of  its 
apparent  struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we,  as 
patriots,  add  another  stone  to  the  weight  that 
threatens  to  carry  it  down?  Sir,  there  is  a 
limit  to  human  power  and  to  human  effort.  I 
know  the  commaercial  marine  of  this  coun- 
try can  do  almost  every  thing,  and  bear  almost 
every  thing.  Yet  some  things  are  impossible 
to  be  done ;  and  some  burdens  may  be  impos- 
sible to  be  borne ;  and  as  it  was  the  last  ounce 
that  broke  the  back  of  the  camel,  so  the  last 
tax,  although  it  were  even  a  small  one,  may  be 
decisive  as  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  which  it  is  now  engaged 
with  all  the  commercial  nations  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  failures  and  the 
bankruptcies  which  have  taken  place  in  our 
large  cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the 
little  success  attending  commerce  and  its  gene- 
ral decline.  But  this  bill  has  no  balm  for  those 
wounds.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when 
losses  and  disasters  of  certain  manufacturers, 
those  of  iron,  for  instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is 
done  for  the  purpose  of  invoking  aid  for  the  dis- 
tressed. Not  so  with  the  losses  and  disasters  of 
commerce;  these  last  are  narrated,  and  not 
unfrequently  much  exaggerated,  to  prove  the 
ruinous  nature  of  the  employment,  and  to  show 


that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  eapital 
engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  oljects. 

it  has  been  often  said,  sir,  that  our  numnfae- 
tures  have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  nst- 
ural  advantages  of  those  who  produce  nmilsr 
articles  in  foreign  countries,  but  also  against  the 
action  of  foreign  Governments,  who  have  greet 
political  interest  in  aiding  their  own  numa&c- 
tures  to  suppress  ours.  But  have  not  then 
Governments  as  great  an  interest  to  cripple  our 
marine,  by  preventing  thegrowth  of  our  com- 
merce and  navigation  ?  What  is  it  that  makes 
us  the  object  of  the  highest  respect,  or  the 
most  suspicious  jealousy  to  foreign  States! 
What  is  it  that  most  enables  us  to  take  hi^ 
relative  rank  among  the  nations  ?  I  need  not 
say  that  this  results,  more  than  from  any  tluog 
else,  from  that  quantity  of  military  power 
which  we  can  cause  to  be  water-borne,  and  d 
that  extent  of  commerce  which  we  are  able  to 
maintain  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  committee  much  too  long  with  th^ 
observations.  My  apology  for  now  prooeediag 
to  some  remarks  upon  the  particular  daases  of 
the  bill,  is^  that,  representing  a  district  at  ODce 
commercial  and  highly  manufacturing,  and  be- 
ing called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  containiag 
provisions  so  numerous  and  so  various,  I  on 
naturally  desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I  ap- 
prove, as  what  I  would  reject 

The  first  section  proposes  an  augm^ted  dtity 
upon  woollen  manufactures.    This,  if  it  w»e 
unqualified,  would  no  doubt  be  desirahle  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  that  business.    I 
have  myself  presented  a  petition  from  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts,  pny- 
ing  an  augmented  ad  valorem  duty  upon  im* 
ported  woollen  cloths;  and  I  am  prepared  to 
accede  to  that  proposition,  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent.   But  then  tins  bill  prc^oses,  also,  a  my 
high  duty  upon  imported  wool ;  and,  as  fur  as 
I  can  learn,  a  minority  of  the  manufactoitn 
are  at  least  extremely  doubtful  whether,  taking 
these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  of  the 
law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  would 
be  if  this  bill  should  pass.    It  is  said  this  tax 
on  raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agriculturist;  but 
I  know  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best 
informed  of  that  class^  that  it  will  do  tiiem 
more  hurt  than  good.    They  fear  it  will  chedc 
the  manufacturer,  and  consequently  cheek  hia 
demand  for  their  article.     The  argoment  i^ 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  coarse  wool,  cheaper 
than  we  can  possibly  furnish,  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry  on  the  gen- 
eral business,  and  that  if  this  cannot  he  had, 
the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  but  a 
less,  manufacture  of  our  own  wool    I  >bi 
aware  that  very  intelligent  persons  differ  upon 
this  point;  but,  if  we  may  safely  infer  frMj 
that  difference  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
benefit  is  at  least  doubtful,  it  would  be  prudent 
perhaps  to  abstfidn  from  the  experiment   Cer- 
tam  it  is  that  the  same  course  of  reasonhig  has 
occurred,  as  I  have  before  itated,  on'  the  suns 
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mbjeoty  when  a  renewed  application  was  made 
\o  me  English  Parliament  to  repeal  the  dntj  on 
imported  wool,  I  belieye,  scarcely  two  months 
igo ;  those  who  support  the  application,  press- 
Ag  urgently  the  necessity  of  an  nnrestricted  nse 
>f  the  cheap,  imjported  raw  material,  with  a 
new  to  snpplj,  with  coarse  cloths,  the  markets 
>f  warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and 
Darkey,  and  especially  a  vast  new  created  de- 
nand  in  the  South  American  States. 

Ab  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is 
igreed,  I  believe,  that  they  are  generally  suc- 
cessful. It  is  understood  that  the  present  ex- 
sting  duty  operates  pretty  much  as  a  prohi- 
bition over  those  descriptions  of  fabrics  to 
irhich  it  applies.  The  proposed  alteration 
vrould  probably  enable  the  American  manufao- 
»rer  to  commence  competition  with  higher 
>riced  fabrics ;  and  so  would,  perhaps,  an  aug- 
inentation  less  than  is  here  proposed.  I  con- 
nder  the  cotton  manufactures  not  only  to  have 
reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of  com- 
Mtition.  I  regard  their  success  as  certain,  and 
iheir  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
x>uld  well  expect.  If^  however,  a  provision  of 
;he  nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were 
ihought  necessary  to  commence  new  operations 
n  the  same  line  of  manufacture,  I  should 
dieerfblly  agree  to  it,  if  it  were  not  at  the  cost 
tf  sacrificing  other  ^^eat  interests  of  the  coun- 
ty. I  need  hardly  say  that,  whatever  pro- 
notes  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures, 
>romote6  most  important  interests  of  my  oon- 
ititnents.  They  nave  a  great  stake  in  the 
mccess  of  those  estabHshments,  and,  as  far  as 
ihose  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  be 
18  much  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
IB  any  part  of  tiie  community.  It  is  obvious, 
»o,  I  should  think,  tiiat,  for  some  considerable 
dme,  roanu&ctures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever 
nagnitnde  they  may  rise,  will  be  principally 
MtabHshed  in  iJ^ose  parts  of  the  country  where 
M>pulation  is  most  dense,  capital  most  abun- 
lant,  and  where  the  most  successful  beginnings 
lave  been  already  made. 

But  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages, 
ihey  are  greatly  counterbalanced  by  other  ad- 
wntages  ei^oyed  by  other  portions  of  the 
x>untry.  I  cannot  but  regard  the  situation  of 
;he  West  as  highly  favorable  to  human  happi- 
ness. It  offers,  in  the  abundance  of  its  new 
ind  fertile  lands,  such  assurances  of  permanent 
)roperty  and  respectability  to  the  industrious, 
t  enables  them  to  lay  such  sure  foundations  for 
I  competent  provision  for  their  families,  it 
nakes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders,  that  it  need 
lot  envy  the  happiest  and  most  prosperous  of 
Jie  manufacturing  communities.  We  may  talk 
18  we  will  of  well-fed  and  well-dothed  day- 
aborers  or  joumevmen ;  they  are  not,  after 
ill,  to  be  compareoL  either  for  happiness  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  under  his 
>wn  roof,  and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simple  in- 
iieritanoe. 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  best  ^>ology  for  laws  of 
[irohibition  and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be 


found  in  that  state  of  society,  not  only  unen- 
lightened, but  sluggish,  in  which  they  are  most 
generaDy  established.  Private  industry,  in 
those  days,  required  strong  provocatives,  which 
Governments  were  seekmg  to  administer  by 
tiiese  means.  Something  was  wanted  to  actu- 
ate and  stimulate  men,  and  the  prospects  of 
such  profits  as  would,  in  our  times,  excite  un- 
bounded competition,  would  hardly  move  the 
sloth  of  former  ages.  In  some  instances,  no 
doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  effect,  which,  in 
that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place  with- 
out them.  But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a  different 
character,  and  its  legislation  takes  another  turn. 
Society  is  full  of  excitement ;  competition  comes 
in  place  of  monopoly ;  and  intelligence  and  in- 
dustry ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
Profits,  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  will 
be  small,  but  they  will  be  extensively  diffused ; 
prices  will  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people  prosperous  and  happy.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes, 
commercial  wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond 
calculation  in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the 
same  time,  broken  and  diminished  in  its  sub- 
divisions. Commercial  prosperity  should  be 
Judeed  of,  therefore,  rather  from  the  extent  of 
trade,  than  from  the  magnitude  of  its  apparent 
profits.  It  has  been  remarked  that  Spain,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  poorest  nations,  made  very 
great  profits  on  the  amount  of  her  trade ;  but 
with  littie  other  benefit  than  the  enriching  of 
a  few  individuals  and  companies.  Profits  to 
the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the  Levant 
and  Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very  great, 
and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  England 
some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of 
profits  arises  from  the  extent  of  competition,  it 
indicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change. 

Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth;  it 
moves  all  other  causes.  If  it  call  machinery  to 
its  aid,  it  is  still  employed,  not  only  in  using  the 
machinery,  but  in  making  it.  Now,  with  re- 
speot  to  tiie  quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  know, 
different  nations  are  differently  circumstanced. 
Some  need,  more  than  any  thing,  work  for 
hands ;  others  require  hands  for  work ;  and,  if 
we  ourselves  are  not  absolutely  in  the  latter 
class,  we  are  still,  most  fortunately,  very  near 
it  I  cannot  find  that  we  have  those  idle  hands, 
of  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  speaks. 
The  price  of  labor  is  a  conclusive  and  uuanswer- 
able  refutation  of  that  idea;  it  is  known  to  be 
higher  with  us  than  in  any  other  civilized  State, 
and  this  is  the  greatest  of  all  proofs  of  general 
happiness.  Labor  in  this  country  is  independ- 
ent and  proud.  It  has  not  to  ask  the  patron- 
age of  capital,  but  coital  solicits  the  aid  of 
labor.  This  is  the  general  truth,  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  our  whole  population,  although 
in  the  lurgb  cities  there  are,  doubtless,  many 
exceptions.  The  mere  capacity  to  labor  in  com- 
mon agricultural  employments  gives  to  our  young 
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men  the  assoranoe  of  mdependeace.  We  have 
been  asked,  sir,  by  the  chainnan  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  a  tone  of  some  pathoSi  whether  we 
will  allow  to  8er&  of  Russia  and  Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  nsf  Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfe  do  not 
earn  more  than  seven  eenti  a  day,  and  that  they 
work  in  those  mines^  for  that  compensation,  be- 
canse  they  are  serfs.  And,  let  me  ask  the  gen- 
tleman farther,  whether  we  have  any  labor  in 
this  conntrv  that  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  a  basiness  which  does  not  yield  the 
laborer  more  than  seven  cents  a  day  f  This,  it 
.  appears  to  me,  is  the  true  qoeetion  for  onr  con- 
sideration. There  is  no  reason  for  saying  that 
we  will  work  iron  because  we  have  mountains 
that  contain  the  ore.  We  might,  for  the  same 
reason,  dig  among  our  rocks  for  the  scattered 
grains  of  gold  and  silver  which  might  be  found 
mere.  The  true  inquiry  i^  can  we  produce  the 
article  in  a  useful  state  at  the  same  cost,  or 
nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any  reasonable 
approximation  towards  the  same  cost,  at  which 
we  can  import  it? 

Some  general  estimates  of  the  price  and 
profits  of  labor^  in  those  countries  from  which 
we  import  our  iron,  might  be  formed  by  com- 
paring the  reputed  products  of  difiTerent  mines, 
and  their  prices,  with  the  number  of  hands  em* 
ployed.  The  mines  of  Danemora  are  said  to 
yield  about  four  thousand  tons,  and  to  employ 
in  the  mines  twelve  hundred  workmen,  bup- 
pose  this  to  be  worth  fifty  dollars  per  ton ;  any 
one  will  find,  by  computation,  that  the  whole 
product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country,  for  one- 
quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.  The  whole 
export  of  Sweden  was  estimated,  a  few  years 
ago,  at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  about  54,000 
tons.  Comparing  this  product  witJi  the  num- 
ber of  workmen  usually  supposed  to  be  em« 
ployed  in  the  mines  which  produce  iron  for  ex- 
portation, the  result  will  not  greatly  differ  from 
the  foregoing.  These  esdmates  are  general, 
and  might  not  conduct  us  to  a  precise  result ; 
but  we  know,  from  intelligent  travellers,  and 
eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  labor,  in  the 
Swedish  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven  cents 
a  day.* 

The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy 
to  compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own 
iron,  is  that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is 
an  unproductive  business,  and  they  are  not 

*■  The  price  of  Utbor  In  Snasla  nuj  be  pretty  well  collect- 
ed from  Tooke's^VIew  of  the  BuBsian  Empire.*'  **The 
workmen  In  the  mines  and  the  foundries  are,  indeed,  all 
called  master-people ;  bat  thej  distlnffulsh  themselres  into 
masters,  nndermasters,  ^>prentioesraelverB,  servants,  car- 
riers, washers,  and  separators.  In  proportion  to  their  ability, 
their  wages  are  Jogulated,  which  proceed  fW>m  fifteen  to 
upwards  of  thirty  roubles  per  annum.  The  proyisions  which 
they  receive  from  the  magazines  are  deducted  from  this  pay." 
The  value  of  the  rouble  at  that  time  (1799)  was  about  twenty- 
four  pence  sterling,  or  forty-flye  cents  of  our  money. 

""By  the  edict  of  1799,^Mt  is  added,  *'a  laborer  with  a 
horse  shall  receive,  dally  in  Bummer,  twenty,  and  in  Win- 
ter, twelve  copecks :  a  laborer,  without  a  horse,  in  Bummer, 
ten,  In  Winter,  eight  copecks.** 

A  copeck  is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  about  half 
a  cent  of  our  money.  The  price  of  labor  may  have  risen.  In 
•omo  degree,  since  that  period,  but  probably  not  moch. 


poor  enough  to  be  obliged  to  follow  it  If  n 
bad  more  of  poverty,  more  of  misery,  sod  tm 
thing  of  servitude ;  if  wehadsnigiumt^ii^ 
starving  population,  we  mi^t  set  t|)  £riD» 
makers  against  the  world. 


MoHDAT,  April  5. 
The  Tariff  BilL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  Hoose  tbcn  «^ 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  tbs  bill'^t» 
amend  theseveralacts  laying  duties  oQimpci^' 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  IsAOKs  modified  his  motion  of  Sitarifi 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  <m  ootkniBi 
to  leave  the  present  minimum  untoudied,  rt. 
by  inserting  25  cents  instead  of  85  oents,  ui^ 
minimum  valuation. 

Mr.  Cabtkb,  of  South  Carolina,  roee  fudoi 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prenM 
on  himself^  at  this  advanced  stage  of  tlie  dB» 
sion,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  oonunitab 
The  length  of  time  that  the  proposed  meaoi 
had  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  and  qieealna^ 
not  only  within  these  walls,  bat  thnni^<nt& 
nation;  the  great  talent  and  research  tbitkfi 
been  exhibited  upon  its  diversified  baiiq^ 
have  been  such  as  to  leave  scarcely  sdj  ^ 
new  to  be  brought  to  the  diacossioD. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  miditte 
thought  necessary  by  some  that  he  dK>ii]dndi 
an  apology  to  the  committee  for  obtnidiqg^ 
them  the  few  remarks  which  he  propowli 
to  make.  If  there  were  any  who  enteftSBeJ 
such  an  opinion,  the  only  and  the  bett  ei« 
which  he  could  offer  them,  would  be  focnd  a 
the  peculiar  importance  of  the  subject  to  ^ 
whole  American  people,  and  the  special  si 
vital  interests  of  the  Southern  seockm  of » 
Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would  kf 
juriously  affected  hy  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  biU  oovcn, » 
variety  of  items  which  it  embracei^  ezpoBeiti^ 
a  multitude  ^f  objections  of  differeot  d«gi^« 
force,  acccording  to  the  particular  pi^^^'** 
which  may  be  opposed.  And  I  coofea  aj 
the  provision  now  proposed  to  be  strickeaoai 
is  fiW  from  objection  than  some  oth<r]i|^ 
visions  of  the  bilL  But,  as  gentlemeB  fv 
have  supported,  as  well  as  those  who  bn  ^ 
posed  the  motion  now  before  the  oomoditA 
have  thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  tbor^ 
eral  views  of  the  policy  of  the  whole  in»*^ 
Mr.  0.  said  he  hoped  the  committee  wooldj*' 
don  him  for  imitating  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be»«» 
maxim  of  legislation,  that  no  chaoge  oi^ 
be  made  in  any  existing  law,  unless  the  i^ 
for  that  change  be  strong,  general,  «^*'^ 
Whether  such  reasons  are  to  be  fiwnd  a^ 
port  of  the  proposed  measure,  I  ftpp«*l  ^  "J 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  best  '^^^. 
this  Republic,  and  its  present  actosl  eoodififlj, 
to  say.  Will  any  one  pretend  to  assa^r 
there  has  been  so  universal  and  op^°'7^^ 
expression  of  public  opinion  on  tiussuliP'' 
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eave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  beinf  the  nation's 
vill  t  True  it  is,  sir,  that  loud  and  importnnate 
jomplaints  haye  reached  ns  from  yarions  qnar- 
«r3  of  the  oonntrj.  From  one  quarter  we  hear 
i  pressing  outcry  for  protection  to  the  manu- 
Sftctarers  of  wool,  ana  for  the  enoouragement 
>f  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home ; 
^m  another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  as- 
»ist  the  petitioners  in  their  unequal  ootupetition 
^ith  the  manufacturers  of  glass-ware  from 
ibroad ;  from  a  third  quarter  we  sre  told  that 
^e  growers  and  manufacturers  of  hemp  are 
Aboring  under  the  most  unpardonable  neglect 
Tii  Goyemment,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  it, 
ndnstry  is  languishing,  and  capital  unemployed, 
rhns  it  is,  that  all  diese  various  and  distinct 
interests,  scattered  oyer  an  immense  &ce  of 
X>untry,  are  simultaneously  putting  forth  their 
sompl^nts,  and  coUectively  produce  a  deep  tone 
>f  remonstrance.  Each  one  is  stimulated  by  a 
Mief  that  theirs  is  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
requiring  the  special  interposition  of  Congress. 
But  to  any  one  who  will  attentiyely  examine 
^he  sources  from  which  these  complaints  come, 
the  task  cannot  be  a  difficult  one  of  ascertain- 
ing the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Dan  any  one,  who  will  thus  examine  them, 
mistake  them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the 
whole  American  people  fairly  and  deliberately 
dxpressed  f  Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regard- 
ad  as  the  interested  importunities  of  certain 
classes  of  individuals  or  of  sections  of  the  coun- 
try; who  are  determined  to  make  up  for  their 
ienciency  in  numbers  by  the  loudness  of  their 
somplaintst  They  are  echoed  by  gentlemen 
who  seem  determined  to  give  the  appearance  of 
j;eneral  distress  to  the  country,  by  the  very 
j^neralitv  of  the  terms  they  use,  and  the  ur- 
^cy  with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
pnblic  connderatton. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  C,  I  contemplate  the  i>ro- 
[losed  measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  im- 
[>res8ed  with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there 
ire  cases  of  real  hardaliip  existing  in  some  parts 
>f  the  country,  cannot  in  candor  be  denied. 
Bat  yon  will  look  in  vain  through  the  country 
br  that  wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of 
nrhich  some  gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties 
rbich  some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain 
neans  of  reliel|  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon, 
rill  not,  in  its  operation,  produce  in  some 
)art8  of  the  country  a  greater  portion  of  alter- 
lative  misery  than  it  will  cure  in  others,  is 
vhat  the  friends  of  Ais  measure*  cannot  safely 
iffirm.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  pursue  that 
irise  and  middle  eonrse,  which,  while  it  affi^rds 
idequate  protection  to  the  manufacturing,  does 
lot  cripple  or  prostrate  the  agricultural  or  oom- 
nercial  interests  of  the  country.  For,  Mr.  C. 
ndd,  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  the 
>re8ent  measure,  he  must  be  permitted  to  de- 
clare, in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  and  without 
he  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  no  friend 
who  felt  a  higher  and  juster  pride  in  the  pros- 
lerity  of  the  domestic  manufactures  <tf  this  I 


country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success,  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  parts 
of  it,  exhibits  cases  of  great  hardship.  It  is  due 
to  truth  and  candor  that  this  admission  should 
be  made. 

The  £inner  of  the  grain-growing  States  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  large  annual  surpluses  of 
grain,  which  he  is  doomed  year  after  year  to 
see  rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.  That  it  is  to 
no  purpose  that  he  applies  himself  to  the  dili* 
gent  cultivation  of  a  fruitful  soil;  that  each  re* 
turn  of  autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless, 
nay,  worse  than  useless  to  him ;  for  his  well- 
stored  bams  stand  continually  before  his  eyes, 
as  tormenting  memorials  of  bis  own  labors  frus- 
trated, and  the  bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly 
wasted.  He  may  represent  his  labors  as  equal* 
Ung,  in  their  fertility  and  vexations  disappoint- 
ment, the  fiabled  toils  of  Sysiphus  himself.  The 
deplorable  accuracy  of  such  a  picture  will  not 
be  disputed.  Nor  can  any  one  turn  away  from 
the  contemplation  of  such  a  picture,  wiUiout 
first  bestowing  upon  it  that  tnbute  of  his  con- 
sideration as  well  as  of  his  sympathy,  which 
it  so  well  deserves. 

It  IB  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where 
the  ordinary  stimulants  to  industry  are  very 
much  diminished,  or  wholly  withdrawn,  that 
the  individuals  who  experienced  this  inconve- 
nience, should  seize  witn  avidity  upon  any  ex- 
pedient which,  by  possibility,  among  its  various 
contingent  results,  might  contribute  to  their  re- 
lief   While  they  contemplate  the  reality  and 
extent  of  their  sufferings,  they  are  easily  cheated 
into  a  belief  that  any  measure,  no  matter  how 
illy  contrived,  may  benefit  them.    And  how  do 
the  friends  of  this  measure  propose  to  remedy 
the  evil  ?    The  only  plan  that  has  been  suggest- 
ed has  been,  so  to  encourage  the  manufiacturea 
of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the  mechanic 
labor  of  our  citizens,  that  the  number  of  artisans 
should  so  considerably  multiply  and  gain  upon 
the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country,  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  to  consume  all  the 
surplus  provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the 
earth  can  produce.    In  a  word,  that  we  must 
become  our  own  customers,  and  farnish  a  home 
market  for  aU  the  superfluous  grain  whibh  this 
wide-spread  fertile  country  can  grow.    Who- 
ever will  consider  tiie  vast  capacities  of  this 
country  for  producing  eveir  species  of  grain,  in 
the  most  exuberant  abundance,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  mutual  labor  that  has  been  super- 
seded by  modem  discoveries,  in  labor-saving 
machinery,  must  be  satisfied  that,  if  this  result 
could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the  effect  of 
time  alone.    Any  attempt  to  legislate  against 
nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which  the 
slow  progress  of  years  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  viun,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  th< 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. 
&>me  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill  seem  to 
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think  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Congress  to 
grant  the  protection  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure 
ti^em  immediate  and  complete  snccess.  They 
seem  to  think  that  something  magical  is  to 
spring  out  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  seal  of  authority  is  affixed  to  their 
chartered  privileges,  ail  these  manufjacturing 
institutions,  which  in  other  countries  have  re- 
quired the  lapse  of  ages  to  hring  them  to  per- 
fection, are,  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  to  spring 
instantaneously,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain  of 
Jitpiter,  into  a  fbll,  sudden,  and  perfect  matu- 
rity. Any  one  who  will  attentively  examine 
this  opinion  for  a  single  moment,  will  not  hen- 
tate  to  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion ;  for,  by 
tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
every  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want 
of  skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  la- 
bor employed,  has  retarded  their  first  advance- 
ment ;  and  that  complete  success  has  been  at- 
tained only  after  y^ars  of  disappointment  and 
disastrous  experience. 

In  still  ftirthen  answer  to  this  part  of  the 
argument,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  duty  is  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect 
that  so  trifling  an  advance  upon  the  burden 
already  imposed,  can  produce  such  important 
consequences ;  and  that  the  supply  wiU  stiU  be 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  without 
any  oppressive  increase  of  price ;  that  the  defi- 
ciency at  home  will  still  be  supplied  from 
abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  supposition  for  a. mo- 
ment, in  detail,  to  see  whether  it  be  true,  or 
whether  any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the 
present  duty  would  not  have  the  effect  of  ex- 
cluding such  fabrics  altogether  from  our  mar- 
kets. The  present  taxes  with  which  they  are 
burdened  to  the  purchasers,  are  such  as  barely 
to  enable  the  Southern  planters  to  purchase 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  their  slaves. 
The  extreme  depression  of  their  foreign  mar- 
kets has  produced  so  much  embarrassment  at 
home,  that  many  of  them  seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  bet- 
ter, by  some  exertion  of  household  economy, 
manufactare  these  fabrics  of  primary  necessity 
within  themselves,  rather  than  purchase  them 
at  their  present  prices.  And  any  one  who  will 
reflect  on  the  facilities  with  which  a  slavehold- 
ing  State  may  occasionally  devote  their  labor  to 
this  o*bj6ct,  without  deducting  from  the  aver- 
age annual  product  of  their  crop,  cannot  be  sur- 
grised  to  find  this  species  of  manufacture  come 
)to  general  use.  How  is  it  conducted  ?  It  is 
produced  with  hardly  any  loss  of  field  labor. 
It  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  women,  at  seasons 
when  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  would 
prevent  them  from  being  employed  in  the  field. 
And,  on  all  large  plantations,  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  women  who,  from  their  skill  in  this 
species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or  in- 
firm constitution,  it  would  be  foimd  advisable 
to  devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor. 
Thus,  with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  any  plantation, 
and  on  many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be 


produced  a  aubstitate  for  the  immeDse 
of  coarse  woollens  from  abroad,  at  prasoiai- 
Bumed  in  the  So)athem  country.  The  ah 
kind  of  revolution  would  take  place  in  the  4 
mestio  economy  of  all  the  poor  peopk  Hsr 
can  any  one,  then^  undertake  to  say,  tlat  (te 
operation  of  the  present  measure  irin  oot  fn^ 
duce  a  diminution  of  the  revenue? 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hear  it  repeated,  tUib 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  small  n  sdiw 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  fn^teo- 
pect  sudi  eventful  oonsequenoesfroraacsDas 
inadequate;  that  a  slight  improvement i&ia 
price  of  cotton,  of  rice,  or  of  tobacco,  vil» 
able  the  growers  of  those  articles  still  tocfr 
sume  these  foreign  fribrics,  without  feefiom 
additional  burden. 

If  what  has  already  been  said  on  tbiss^ 
be  not  a  suffident  answer  to  this  eeaxh^k^ 
ceur,  let  me,  said  Mr.  C,  inform  geotfeiA 
that  the  history  of  the  world  funudbesuii' 
ample  of  the  oommerdal  or  manufactoraf  pst 
of  a  community  who  had  any  imporusto^ 
to  subserve  or  promote,  at  the  expense  cf  $» 
rival  interest,  who  did  not  apply  themsrivtsM 
just  such  devices  as  the  present,  and  empki^  tb 
self-same  expedients  to  allay  the  fears  ^tbtt 
on  whose  interests  they  meditated  an  d^ 
Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  notoea 
to  accuse  the  advocatea  of  this  bill  with  i^ 
fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of  subvertiiig  t^  s- 
terests  of  the  Southern  States.  Nor  do  I  k* 
lieve  that  they  have  any  wish  to  destroy^ 
equilibrium  which  ought  to  pervade  the  ifi^ 
try  of  every  well-regulated  GoTeraiB«t,« 
that,  in  tbe  confusion  which  might  eD9ie,afr 
ufactures  might,  peradventure,  be  e^ahii « 
the  ruins  of  agriculture.  I  should  be  imfi^ 
to  believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  aojP^ 
tion  of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  coo^- 
But,  sir,  the  extreme  subtlety  with  wMch  m 
a  spirit  operates,  the  insensible  influeaoe  w 
it  exerts  upon  those  who  will  not  *cbi^"'J 
its  presence,  and  the  thousand  insidions  ^ 
that  it  assumes,  for  the  purpose  of  aeoaapfl* 
ing  its  object,  might  induce  some  gentieDS* 
look  well  to  what  they  were  dwng,  ^^^^^^ 
gave  this  measure  their  sanction.  It  ^^'^ 
any  rate,  be  but  a  poor  oonsolaticai  to  twe 
who  are  to  feel  the  mischief  of  its  \mp»^ 
oration,  to  refiect,  that  its  authors  v«re  a» 
ated  by  the  most  benevolent  intKitio^^ 
their  design  was  purely  to  benefit  ^^^ 
without  any  the  remotest  intention  to  \^ 
others.  K  the  evil  happens,  it  na^  * 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it^  and  m  b»J 
absence  of  malignity  from  the  '^^^J 
those  who  inflict  it,  can  never  mitigate  t&e  s* 
ferings  of  the  victim.  .    .    j 

Intimately  connected  with  its  ^«»®^2 
the  revenue,  may  be  considered  *^*^]^ 
this  measure  upon  the  maritime  s^**^?*^ 
country.  Its  pernicious  operation,  }^^,^ 
spect,  has  already  been  so  ably  ^^"ff «; 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  tW,  * 
C.  said,  he  felt  that^  to  enlarge  oam^ 
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iroidd  be  an  unwarrantable  trespass  on  the 
committee.  But,  it  did.  appear  to  him,  that, 
izactlj  in  proportion  as  the  effects  of  this 
neasnre  would  be  injorionsly  felt  upon  our 
inanceS)  they  would  prove  discoursging  to  our 
teamen ;  and,  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the  im- 
nense  proportion  of  our  revenue  aerived  from 
his  source,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two- 
hirds  of  tne  whole  national  income,  flowing 
nto  the  treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports 
iBd  tonnage,  shall  this  Government,  to  favor  a 
ilass  of  individuals,  who  will  not  make  the  re- 
am of  a*  single  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to 
K>mp6nsate  for  the  sacrilice  proposed,  do  an 
kct,  the  ultimate  tendency  of  which  will  be  to 
ripple  our  maritime  strength  f  Every  seaman 
hat  jott  deprive  of  his  daily  bread,  and  every 
neroLantman  that  you  send  from  your  employ- 
aent,  inflicts  an  injury  upon  the  commercial 
pint  and  naval  enterprise  of  this  country. 
Lnd  ia  this  the  opportune  juncture  that  gentle- 
lea  have  selected  to  inflict  such  a  blow  on  the 
laval  service  of  their  country?  Have  they 
Ii^eadj  forgotten  the  numerous  ^^  deeds  of  no- 
lo dsring,^^  and  the  gallant  achievements  that 
Ave  covered  our  navy  with  a  glory  which  the 
liendB  of  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  trust, 
lay  be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  bril- 
ant?  Have  they,  before  the  sound  has  quite 
ied  upon  their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the 
ying  echo  of  that  thunder  which  reverberated 
oroBS  the  Atlantic,  and  has  dispelled  the  invin- 
LbUily  of  the  mistress  of  the  ocean!  Will 
^ey  consent  to  be  instrumental  in  brin^g 
ieir  country  into  that  situation  in  which  the 
erdant  laurels  with  which  their  countrymen 
ave  flo  recently  entwined  the  temples  of  our 
aval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade  away  ?  No  I 
Qch  qnestions  do  equal  injustice  to  the  grati- 
ide  and  magnanimous  pohoy  of  this  country. 
he  legislative  provisions  of  our  Government 
>eak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in  perfect  and 
^lightful  harmonv  with  the  undivided  voice 
hich  is  uttered  nrom  Maine  to  Florida.  We 
aght,  xmder  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
ith  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  iealous  and  parent- 
,  eye,  upon  the  claim  which  this  class  of  our 
Mple  has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of 
leir  GoveMiment.  That  prayer  which  its  di- 
ine  Author  intended  for  the  guidance  of  all 
laaakind,  and  which  says,  "Lead  us  not  into 
anptation,"  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
hiU  we  propose  to  do  in  reference  to  this  class 
!  our  citizena  They  ought  not  to  be  placed 
I  that  sitoation  in  which  they  should  be  tempt- 
I  to  lead  themselves  to  the  practice  of  smng- 
ing.  We  ought  to  touch  witn  exceeding  great 
ntion  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  ^e 
immunity  who,  from  the  immense  contribu- 
MDfl  they  have  already  made,  and  from  the 
lormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
onthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
me  that  they  eo^oj  a  monopoly  of  the  pubuc 
Tor  of  this  country.  Let  us  beware  how  we 
[opt  a  measure  which,  in  reference  to  the 
hole  of  this  enterprising  class  of  our  citizens, 


and  to  nearly  one-half  of  all  this  Union,  may 
emphaticaUv  be  said  to  be  against  pnbHc  opin- 
ion. We  all  know  the  lamentable  consequences 
which  flow  from  a  measure  which  thus  violates 
public  sentiment;  which  arrays,  on  the  one 
side,  our  long-settled  habits,  afi'ections,  judg- 
ments, and  prejudices,  if  you  please,  against 
what,  on  the  other?  Nothing  more  nor  less 
than  your  isolated,  unsupported,  parchment 
law  I  Experience  as  well  as  reason  point  to 
the  introduction  of  the  profligate  practice  o( 
smuggling,  and  the  generu  demoralizing  effects 
of  it  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  me  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  real- 
ized in  this  country,  as  the  first-fruits  of  this 
project  And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that 
the  extent  to  which  the  practice  of  smuggling 
ma^  be  introduced,  will  njt  be  such  as  wm  be 
seriously  felt  on  our  finances.  Remember  the 
strong  feelings  and  cherished  interests  which 
the  passage  of  this  law  will  violate.  Recollect 
that  those  feelings  are  deep-rooted,  because 
they  spring  up  in  the  minds  of  those  who  en- 
tertain them  fr^m  a  consciousness  that  they, 
have  already  contributed  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate share  towards  bearing  the  public 
burdens.  And,  sir,  when  all  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  any 
one  if  many  of  our  merchants,  believing  their 
rights  to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the 
impulse  of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of 
justice  denied  them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the 
most  scrupulous  nicety,  the  morality  or  immo- 
rality of  the  means  they  emploved  to  pursue 
their  accustomed  trade  and  enrich  themselves. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the 
mercantile  part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that 
sagacity  ana  foresight  which  have  immemori- 
ally  disitinguished  men  of  the  same  pursuit,  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  We  know  that  thev 
calculate  the  mischief  of  a  measure  which 
affects  them,  by  the  rules  <rif  a  very  different 
arithmetic  from  that  which  gives  to  them  the 
list  of  balances  on  their  ledger,  and  ascertains 
for  them  the  amount  of  their  profits.  They 
look  to  the  principle  of  every  thiog,  and  scan 
with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief  which 
its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and 
of  quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  vision 
little  short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  penetrate 
into  theftiture,  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude 
which  their  magnitude  could  alone  inroire,  all 
the  accumulated  and  monstrous  evils  of  actual 
undiBgmsed  oppression. 

Upwards  or  thirty  years  ago,  a  distangnished 
statesman  of  this  oountiy,  (Mr.  Hamilton,) 
whose  views,  in  relation  to  its  finances,  were 
never  thought  to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of 
eneivy,  recommended  a  tuiff  of  duties  averag- 
ing from  seven  to  eight  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
as  being,  in  his  opinion,  abundantly  sufficient 
to  protect  our  domestic  manufactures,  and  to 
draw  forUi  and  energize  all  the  internal  re- 
sources of  the  country ;  and  whoever  will  con- 
sider, for  a  moment^  the  immense  natural  ad- 
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yanta^s  which  this  country  presents  for  snch 
manufactures,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every  ya- 
riety  of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and 
of  ores,  in  every  variety  of  water  power,  to  be 
applied  either  to  the  purposes  of  transporta- 
tion, or  to  be  used  for  propelling  machinery, 
cannot  feel  the  least  wonder  that  such  a  protec- 
tion should,  at  that  time,  have  been  tnought 
abundantly  adequate.  And  has  the  American 
Government  listened  to  the  wise  counsels  of 
^s  distinguished  member  of  her  cabinet  ?  It 
has.  And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent,  his 
recommendation.  The  duties  that  have  been 
imposed,  from  time  to  time,  since  the  period  of 
his  advice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  re- 
commended. And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  0.,  that 
whoever  will  consider  for  himself  the  exuber- 
ant redundance  with  which  this  country  pro- 
duces all  the  raw  materials  that  can  compose 
our  domestic  manufactures  of  every  kind — 
whoever  will  cast  his  eye  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  map  and  upon  the  tariff  of  the  United 
States,  and  contemplate  the  immense  distance 
which  separates  us  from  all  foreign  competi- 
tion, must  inevitably  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  if  our  manufactories  have  not  already 
arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
their  most  sanguine  friends  could  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  very  differ- 
ent causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  is  their  present  condition? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information)  to  go  into  a  minute 
and  detailed  history  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  country.  But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  of  them  would  convince  any 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  repeated  complaints 
that  had  been  heard  on  this  subject,  were 
destitute  •f  any  foundation. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  depart- 
ments of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with 
complete  success.  Many  utensils  of  great  and 
general  use,  made  of  this  material,  have  long 
since  acquired  their  utmost  degree  oi  perfection. 
The  history  of  many  of  these  manufactures 
shows  that  their  success  has  not  depended  on 
extravagant  legislative  protection.  For,  sir, 
long  before  the  protecting  duty,  designed  for 
their  encouragement,  had  reached  its  utmost 
limit,  the  ingenuity  of  the  American  artist  had 
outstripped  the  bounty  of  his  Government,  and 
reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the 
Eastern  States  has  been  attended  with  a  success 
which  has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  l^e 
most  sanguine  friends  of  domestic  manufactures. 
Wherever  common  prudence  and  skill  have 
been  exercised,  capitalists  who  have  embarked 
in  this  business  have  derived  an  annual  profit 
from  their  investments,  averaging  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  per  cent.  In  some  establishments 
their  occasional  profits  have  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  rate.  Already  have  their  fabrics 
become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  markets. 


If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  sb  &  mMatt 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  thb  \saAi 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  G.  sudhevus 
a  loss  to  know  what  proof  gentlemen  wooldi^ 
If  such  profits  be  not  sufficient  to  ssdgfjtlB 
desires,  Congress  might  exhaust  in  TflDOi 
treasury  of  the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  bare  snesa^ 
ed.  Large  establishments  for  this  minnfuat 
are  now  in  prosperoos  operati<Mi  at  Botti, 
New  York,  and  Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  to 
are  many  minor  factories  scattered  thioB^tlf 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  of  vhose  p^ 
and  situation  I  cannot  speak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  althongli  tbej  )m 
not  been  crowned  with  the  same  socoeai  iks 
has  attended  the  cotton  factories,  have  « 
come  far  short  of  encountering  an  entire  fi^ 
Their  progress  will  bear  fiattering  cooisiB 
with  the  incipient  stage  of  dmilar  murskaai 
in  other  countries.  And  some  explsitt 
may  be  given  to  the  uneasiness  and  ^osBBtiA 
which  this  portion  of  our  manufacturen  Iff 
manifested,  by  calling  to  mind  the  DutUiatt^ 
have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had  tbeirdifi 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  mon  ks:\&st 
and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cottcn  ^ 
corporated,  as  they  are,  with  each  othfti 
point  of  location,  it  is  quite  natunl  tto  ^ 
daily  contemplation  of  the  supmor  soasai 
the  one,  should  fill  the  other  with  miimcifi 
and  despondency.  But  the  actul  iotas 
condition  of  the  manufacture  itselJ^  oo^sl 
to  be  taken  as  the*entire  cause  of  the  oai^ 
we  hear.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  C,  to  w^i* 
the  information  of  the  comnuttee,  a  eUtea^ 
of  the  manufacture  of  flannel  in  this  oosass 
which  has  met  my  eye  during  thb  fi^ 
sion. 

[Here  Mr.  G.  read  from  a  new^per,  if*^ 
the  progress  of  the  flaimel  mannfartong ' 
Boston  and  its  vicinity.] 

It  is  worthy  of  remanc,  in  the  preseatfi^J 
which  is  made  for  protecticsi  9piB^  ^ 
ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition^  tkc/' 
interests  of  large  moneyed  c^italists  ^^^, 
ly  to  be  traced.  Amidst  the  general  s»«| 
oomplaiut  yith  which  we  are  assailei  «* 
voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard.  White  ibff  * 
besieging  Gongrees  with  their  importnniafl^f* 
laboring  crowds  which  fill  thdr  manufKOflf 
houses  are  working  on  in  sOence  sod  ea^ 
ment  They  are  not  to  be  benefited  ^^ 
bounty  which  is  asked.  The  wages  d  ^ 
numerous  class  of  our  oitozens  arc  not  to  t^ 
a  proportionate  increase.  They  are  sm  e 
remain  the  humble  but  productive  ia^rBBe^ 
of  pampering  the  pride  and  aagineBua|»* 
wealth  of  their  lordly  and  avaricioos  ia^ 
Thus,  the  evident  and  direct  tendency  ««■ 
measure  is  to  confer  upon  mooeytd  tff^ 
unequal  advantages,  and  to  raise  op,  a  ^ 
bosom  of  our  country,  where  we  have  s>  ^ 
boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and  privileg*  *J 
of  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of  ours^ 
ners,  a  haughty,  dominant  sjarit  of  ana**^' 
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Df  the  effects  of  snch  a  spirit,  Mr.  0.  said,  it  was 
leedless  that  he  shotQd  speak  to  sach  an  assem- 
bly. Suffice  it  to  saj,  that,  in  no  ooantir  has  it 
)yer  appeared  without  changing  and  disngnring 
^e  face  of  society.  And  there  is  no  country 
inder  the  snn  where  its  first  appearance  should 
>e  more  earnestly  deprecated,  and  carefhlly 
lYOided,  than  in  our  own. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of 
7ew  England  have  got  into  successful  operation, 
ind  offer  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice, 
hat  we  find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going 
hither  to  emhark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  them? 
rhe  answer  is  to  he  found  in  the  condition  of 
»nr  country,  and  the  character  of  our  people, 
^lie  present  generation  must  pass  away  hefore 
nch  a  spectacle  will  he  witnessed  in  this  conn- 
ry.    Just  as  soon^  sud  Mr.  Q.,  would  he  expect 

0  see  an  ahoriginal  inhahitant  coming  from 
^eyond  the  mountains,  deserting  his  native 
rildemess,  and  seeking  his  happiness  amidst  all 
he  splendid  accommodations  and  luxurious 
labits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  wonld  say  nothing  about  the 
iemoralizing  effects  of  a  general  introduction 
f  the  manufacturing  system.  For,  notwith- 
tanding  he  believed  It  fairly  exposed  to  this 
bjeotion,  he  had  great  consolation  in  believing 
bat,  whenever  this  mischief  was  seriously  to 
e  apprehended,  it  presupposed  so  extensive  an 
itroduction  of  the  system  already  made,  that 
e  coald  not  think  there  was  much  cause  for 
tarm  f^om  this  quarter.  The  objection  would 
ather  strength  as  the  manufactories  of  the  coun- 
-y  became  multiplied  and  enlarged.  He  was 
ot  afraid  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
iddenly  convert  the  people  of  thi^  country  so 
inch  to  manufactures  that  their  morals  wonld 
e  ruined.  We  are  yet  hardly  removed  from 
or  starting  point  in  the  great  orbit  we  are 
estined  to  describe;  and  nothing  could  be 
lore  idle  than  to  suppose  that  any  vote  which 
e  m  ay  give  on  the  question  before  ua  would  have 
ich  a  transforming  effect  upon  the  character 
f  the  American  people.  Ages  must  yet  pass 
iray  before  we  can  expect  to  see  a  Manchester 
r  a  Birmingham  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
ccept  they  be  scattered  at  great  distances 
cm  each  other, 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
eight  in  determiniuff  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
5ncy  of  thepolicy  wnch  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
«  itself.  When  yon  have  once  yielded  to  it, 
ya  are  nnder  a  moral  necessity  for  continuing 
Snch  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment 
berever  it  has  been  made.  This  year,  one 
B8S  of  your  citizens  present  themselves  before 
>u,  and  appeal  to  you  for  protection.  Yon 
$ar  them,  and  grant  their  request  The  second 
sar  another  class,  observing  the  listening  ear 
bich  Government  lends  to  such  applications, 
e  encouraged  to  prefer  their  claims.  They 
ooeed,  and  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  for 
eir  special  benefit.  The  third  year  opens  the 
ay  for  still  a  third  class,  who  fortify  themselves 

1  equally  strong   ground,  and   make   their 


appeal  to  yonr  justice  or  your  liberality  with 
equal  success.  Thus^  all  these  laws,  from  their 
peculiar  nature,  being  designed  to  operate  upon 
improper  subjects,  produce  consequences  which 
were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen.  These  un- 
expected consequences,  in  their  turn,  beget  the 
necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In 
this  way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length, 
filling  up  your  statute  book  with  explanatory, 
supplemental,  and  amtodatory  acts,  until  yon 
literally  lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legisla- 
tion. 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  Jnst  parallel,  except 
in  that  of  a  man  whose  disordered  heialth  has 
been  produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies 
whose  frequent  repetition  has  established  their 
dominion  over  him,  and  while  they  impose 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of 
medicine,  render  it  perfectly  certidn  that  his 
health  can  Qever  be  entirely  restored. 

This  is  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  rising  and  spreading  Republic.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  0.,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroying  all 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her 
physical  constitution.  I  am  unwming  to  see 
her  taking  snch  uncommon  pains  to  superin- 
duce upon  herself,  before  their  time,  all  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.  Such  artificial  stimulants 
as  the  present  only  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves 
us  in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we 
take,  in  the  development  of  our  future  des- 
tinieS)  we  should  ponder  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  most  solemn  deliberation.  We 
are  under  obligations  of  the  most  sacred  char- 
acter, not  only  to  the  present  generation,  who 
are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this  Union, 
with  the  utmost  soticitude,  to  the  issue  of  our 
present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  Uve  to  experience  the  fimits  of 
this  measure. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it  ought 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  yon  will,  and  yonr 
eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
What  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to 
the  statesman,  who,  like  the  immortal  Edmnnd 
Burke,  believed  that  the  situation  of  every 
nation,  like  that  of  every  individual,  ought  to 
be  the  preceptor  of  their  duty  ?  Would  he  not 
infer  from  it  that  tiie  same  munificent  Provi- 
denoe  that  had  blessed  our  happy  country  with 
such  unexampled  abundance  at  home,  had 
thrown  around  us  this  circumambient  world  of 
waters  to  invite  us  to  transport  the  fruits  of  o^.r 
soil  to  every  region  of  the  earth  ?  Tes,  sir,  it  is 
our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and  restrain 
the  spirit  of  commerce.  That,  if  possible,  ought 
to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that  wafts 
it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  tnke  heed 
how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are  now 
populous  and  cheerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of  the   commerce  that  has 
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deserted  them.  Mr.  0.  Bidd  he  did  oot  wish 
to  see  the  flag  c^  Amerioan  commerce  floatinff 
to  the  idle  wind  in  oar  barbora.  He  wanted 
to  see  it  visiting  ooeao^s  furthest  shore,  and  re- 
turning home  with  the  fimits,  the  treasures, 
and  the  riches  of  every  clime.  He  wanted  to 
see  it  extending  its  peaceful  oonauest  over 
every  sea,  and  as  much  respected  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  for  tke  skill  of  our 
siulors  and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
as  it  confessedly  is  for  the  heroism  which  so 
lately  defended  it  in  war.  Trophies,  won  in 
this  way,  will  contribute  largely  to  the  happi- 
ness, the  wealth,  and  the  power  of  this  country. 
And,  although  they  may  not  hold  up,  in  such  a 
bright  relief  a  few  ambitions  spirits  who  thirst 
for  military  conquest,  will,  when  they  are 
collected  together  by  the  future  historian, 
constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium  which 
can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdom  that  has 
guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  Oabtsb  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Isaokb'  amend- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  72, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Oulbk,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it 
from  one  doUar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety 
oents.  A  motion  was  made  to  rise — ayes  87, 
noes  06. 

Mr.  Clabk  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o^dock,  for 
a  motion  to  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tttxsdat,  April  6. 

Ocmal  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  29th  ulti- 
mo, a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
lands,  to  unite  the  river  St.  Jcuin^s  with  the 
Bay  of  St  Augustine ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lfuce 
Erie. 

The  Twtiff  BUL 

The  House  then  agun  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Olabk,  of  New  York,  had  moved  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve 
oeots  to  ninety  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

Iron, 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  he  sdd  that^ 
after  the  very  protracted  debate  on  this  bill,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 


patience  of  the  oomnuttee  by  goioff  \&j  Mi 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  bdeei  Ji 
he,  the  gentieman  from  MasBscbnsetti,  (fc 
WxBSTXB,)  by  the  very  able  maimer  in  fjoi 
he  has  dwelt  upon  this  particular  part  of  it,  is 
left  little  more  to  be  said.  I  beUeTe^  gi;  at 
firmly,  tiiat  no  additional  diltj  ought  to  belli 
on  iron ;  but,  since  the  eommittee  faiTe  dtiddri 
against  strikinff  it  out  altogether,!  hsTetMt 
proper  to  try  their  opinion  on  a  modoiliit 
crease,  one  which  will  be  less  burdeDsoned 
oppressive  on  the  industry  of  the  eoonbj.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  manufacturers  of  this  m, 
who  have  good  ore  near  navigable  ynasi,  vi 
other  conveniences  for  carrying  on  thdr }» 
ness,  can,  with  proper  economy,  make  it  p(# 
able  and  productive  under  the  present  nts  i 
duties.  And  if  others  cannot,  it  is  beevseikf 
have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  mx  obe« 
the  same  economy.  I  have,  sir,  a  statessiii 
my  possession^  whidh  I  received  from  &  n^ 
able  source,  giving,  in  detail,  all  the  ittos^ 
expense  in  nuiking  a  ton  of  iron.  This  SSt 
ment  I  believe  to  be  sufSciently  correct,  oik 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  Isbor,  k,  a 
the  present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appHffs  tU  » 
branch  of  business  in  our  country  is  csrrti* 
with  more  profit  to  thoee  enga^  in  it,  (I  d* 
of  the  description  I  have  mentioned,)  fioriii 
more  certunty  of  success ;  and  any  fQitbcrp 
tection  would  only  be  giving  them  eaoia* 
profits.    [Mr.  0.  here  r^  the  detailed  ^ 
ment,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  eipeA" 
making  a  ton  of  iron  was  only  $68  60.]  Rf 
the  price  current,  it  appears  the  price  rfv 
article,  now  in  our  market,  is  fh)m  flSi^W 
a  ton.    So  that  the  profits^t  this  rate^  an^ 
$17  40  to  $19  40  a  ton.    Here,  sir,  isia# 
profit,  and  one  that  ofiTers  better  enooans^ 
than  almost  any  other  brandiof  bnsisesiQ"' 
country.    I  am  aware,  sir,  that  tho  ^ffljj 
apply  to  more  than  one-thm  of  onriroaa* 
nes — ^that  the  others  labor  under  ^Js^^'jJJ 
of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even  «i4" 
proposed  duty  would  find  no  protectk*  f 
crease  your  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  oot  »* 
ported  iron  from  the  country,  and  tb«e  J 
now  really  require  the  protection.  ^<'^'f 
themselves  undersold  in  the  mariet  by  ^ 
more  fortunate  competitors,  andwonM>> 
need  protection  against  them  as  the  inp< 

But,  sir,  if  all  ^ese  consideratioos  tet 
viated,  and  none  of  the  objections  I^^ 
merated  existed,  I  should  still  be  (^^ 
this  duty  from  other  consideratioQ8>  ^^ 
oppose  burdening  this  article  with  hes^r 
because  such  a  measure  would  be  at  W 
the  general  objects  of  the  bilL 

What  IB  that  object,  sir  ?    Itisthei 
ment  of  the  agricultural  and  nwo^^^'^S 
terests  of  the  country.    This  Wll  F^ 
load  with  additional  dntiesone  of^^^, 
cessaries  of  both  these  employmenfe^?  r 
profess,  by  this  bill,  to  give  enooniaf*"^^' 
employment  to  industry.    Bystopjai*"'   j 
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ortation  of  it,  yoa  drive  a  large  portion  of  the 
ayigating  interest  fh)m  their  nsual  and  accns- 
omed  habits  of  indastry ;  jon  snbjeot  them  to 
overtT  and  ultimate  ruin;  yon  mcreaae  the 
rice  of  a  necessary  material  of  nearly  every 
lannfactnrer  and  every  artisan ;  and,  what  is 
lore  than  all,  yon  are  loading  the  farmers  of  the 
ountry  with  exactions  whidi  will  bear  upon 
ad  oppress  them  heavily. 

Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with 
lis  bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed 
>  be  for  the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the 
nl ;  I  still  adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination ; 
id  nothing  shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for 
1  increase  of  duty  on  woollen  goods,  because  I 
slieve  it  will  make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  mo- 
sses, because,  as  the  importation  of  it  is  dimin- 
hed,  its  place  will  be  supplied  with  grain  for 
stiUation.  But,  when  you  propose  a  tax  on 
lis  article,  which  will  bear  so  heavily  ui>on  the 
rmer,  and  do  so  much  to  empty  his  pockets, 
shall  use  my  feeble  efforts  against  it. 
But,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
^bate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
Is  article  at  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because, 

timo  of  war,  our  commerce  will  be  driven 
[>xn  the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by 
e  enemy.  This  case,  so  extreme,  so  improba- 
e^  and  unlikely  to  happen,  may,  in  the  course 

tho  strange  vicissitudes  that  visit  nations, 
bimately  be  realized.  But,  sir,  when  such  an 
ent  occurs,  I  trust  the  want  of  this  article 
ill  be  among  the  most  tolerable  of  our  suffer* 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Russia,  we  could 
Dcnre  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
pe.  If  with  England)  or  Sweden,  we  could 
tain  it  from  Bnssia.  Should  our  vessels  be 
ept  from  the  ocean,  still,  however,  it  would 
brought  to  our  ports  with  but  a  trifling  in- 
)aae  of  price. 

Sin  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
i  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
i  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
torics  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
\y  owned  by  from  five  to  eiffht  hundred  indi- 
Inals.  It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  call- 
npoii  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  mil- 
aa  of  people;  to  drive  twenty  times  their 
mbers  from  their  fiivorite  pursuit,  and  involve 
msands  in  ruin.  I  exhort  gentlemen  to  pause 
1  reflect  before  they  take  this  broad  step  in 
i  nuuse  of  inconsistency. 
Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  frurnishing  em- 
jment  for  a  great  mass  of  our  oil  izens  in  car- 
ng  on  each  of  these  factories;  for  every  one 

0  baa  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business 
gt  know,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered 

their  employment  The  workmen  around 
m  are  generally  the  lea<<t  enlightened,  the 
0t  poor  and  degraded  of  any  in  our  country. 
3  employment  of  most  of  them  is  to  cut  down 

1  make  waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cases, 
lerionsly  to  the  detriment  of  the  country 
imd  them. 

\iry  in  every  point  of  view  I  have  been  able 


to  look  at  this  subject,  I  have  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.  It  will  operate  as  an  unjust 
aud  oppressive  burden,  from  which  you  will  ul- 
timately be  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  rennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Olark,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious debate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  I  must  say  that  the  disappointment  is  ex- 
tremely mortifying,  by  a  fnend  of  the  bill  renew- 
ing a  question  In  substance  once  settled — ^renew- 
ing it  at  tliis  time,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay 
is  destruction;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner— ^for  I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
made  his  motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  sup- 
port it,  moved  for  the  committee  to  rise.  The 
committee  refhsed.  In  a  vei7  few  minutes 
after,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  gives  way, 
yields  the  floor  to  another  member,  to  renew 
tho  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise,  which 
motion  succeeded,  and  brings  us  to  the  second 
day  of  the  second  debate,  on  a  single  item  of  a 
bill  which  has  been  before  us  now  almost  three 
months,  and  a  decision  upon  which  seems  to  be 
protracted  to  a  length,  perhaps  unexampled  in 
this  or  any  other  countiy. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  I  blame  no  one.  nor  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  wnat  course 
he  shall  pursue ;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
arguments.  From  our  opponents,  I  can  hear 
any  thing  without  emotion;  but  the  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  strike 
me  with  a  chill  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 
semble. The  gentleman  from  New  York  sup- 
poses that  only  six  or  seven  hundred  ironmasters 
are  to  be  benefited  by  tiiis  duty.  If  he  is  right  in 
that,  then  it  would  be  true  that  only  the  mer- 
chants are  benefited  by  trade  and  navigation. 
But  it  must  be  a  total  mistake — ^the  whole  agri- 
cultural interest  of  our  country  is  directly  inter* 
ested.  The  40,000  tons  of  iron  which  we  im- 
port, the  two  millions  of  dollars  which  we  pay  for 
it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a  market  to  that 
amount  for  their  grain,  beef,  and  pork,  which  ar- 
ticles those  governments  which  send  us  their 
iron  will  not  suffer  their  people  to  touch,  com- 
ing from  us.  Our  opponents  admit,  that  do- 
mestic industry  ought  to  be  protectea  when  we 
are  ripe  for  it,  as  the  phrase  is.  Now,  iron  we 
are  not  only  ripe  for,  but,  some  years  ago.  actu- 
ally were  in  the  way  of  fabricating,  to  the  fUU 
amount  of  our  own  consumption*  One  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be, 
to  mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  importing 
from  Europe.  To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has 
applied  the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.  As 
to  their  poverty,  it  mav  be  true  enough.  How 
can  it  be  otherwise  when  their  business  is  so 
reduced,  and  they  cut  out  of  three-fourths  of  it 
by  foreign  importations?  ** Degraded*'  is  a 
term  not  applicable  to  such  men.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  many  professiona  and  occnpationa 


726 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.] 


The  Tariff  BUl-^Irtm, 


[Ans,ai 


which  appear  more  neat  and  ffenteel ;  thejr  have 
leather  aprons  aod  blacked  nces ;  but  a  great 
mijoritj  of  them  are  not  only  laborioos,  but 
frugal  and  careful ;  and  those  who  are  thought- 
less and  imprudent,  are  yet  almost  invariably 
honest  and  manly.  They  love  their  country. 
Theirs  is  a  robust  and  hard  business ;  there  is 
nothing  in  it  degrading  to  body  or  mind.  Sir, 
it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some  months  ago, 
or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — ^for  there  is 
one  thing  peculiarly  lucky  in  this  tariff  discus- 
sion, that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeating 
at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  advantage 
and  grace  of  novelty,  having  been  forgotten  from 
leng&  of  time— it  has  been  said,  or  might  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants, and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign 
domination^  collected  together,  and  saved  their 
country.  It  is  notorious  that,  auring  the  gloom- 
iest times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  until 
Government  thought  fit  to  aboliBh  the  internal 
duties,  there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for 
men  and  money,  superior  to  that  of  the  iron 
works  in  the  interior.  If  supported  and  pro* 
tected,  they  will  add  more  real  strength  and 
wealth  to  our  country,  than  the  cultivation  here 
of  all  the  cotton  raised  on  this  continent^  and 
Egypt  and  Bengal  put  together,  could  possibly 
do ;  for  tlujB  work  is  carried  on  by  free  labor, 
that  by  slaves.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  wished  to  i*elieve  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Glabk)  from  his  anxiety  lest  the 
iron  works  should  consume  all  the  wood ;  true, 
they  do  cut  the  wood  from  t^e  hiUs :  but  equal- 
ly true  it  is,  that  the  wood  invariably  springs 
np  again,  arxd  is  ready  for  another  cutting  every 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Olabk  replied  to  Mr.  Tod.  He  said,  as 
to  the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honor- 
able chairman,  he  could  only  say  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the 
committee  at  this  time,  since  he  was  sure  no 
gentleman  would  be  turned  from  his  course  by 
such  disclosure.  Indeed,  sir,  I  am  not  legislat- 
ing, at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  pleasing  that 
gentleman.  No,  sir;  I  shall  vote  and  act  with- 
out reference  to  his  opinions.  If  the  gentleman 
supposes  his  appointment  as  chairman  entitles 
him  to  direct  all  the  friends  of  the  bill  in  the 
course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its  details,  he  is 
mistaken  so  far  as  relates  to  me.  True,  sir,  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  tiie  tariff;  but  it 
does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  I  am  bound  to 
support  the  whole  of  every  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bill.  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser- 
geant, to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I, 
for  one,  must  beg  to  be  excused  from  his  disci- 
pline. Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the 
time  I  have  taken  to  introduce  this  amendment? 
Are  the  committee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they 
shall  stop  amending  the  bill  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot 
recognize  his  right  to  such  dictation. 

Bat,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  arrived  at 
the  second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  tliis 


amendment.  What  then,  art  Isthksdi 
appalling  fact  as  to  shiike  the  gmtlatai 
nerves?  Surely,  the  case  is  DoaocndTiili- 
gislation.  The  committee  decided,  oq  i  ism 
motion,  that  they  would  not  strike  out  tbeisi 
of  the  proposed  increase  ;bat  does  it  folki  iti 
they  will  not  reduce  it  ?  Sir,  it  was  Dotn^i 
learned  that  anumber  of  its  friends  TeKGiia 
for  this  reduction  that  I  proposed  it  Ib^ 
sir,  the  deci^on  of  the  question  on  strike* 
the  whole  was  not  vei7  satis&ctoir  ts  sl 
More  than  seventy  members  were  onl  i^ 
House,  and  the  minority  sm&lL  T^tsL 
however,  will  show  whether  I  am  ccBTed 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  give  to  ibe^ 
man's  statement,  that  "  two  nuUioos  ef  fa 
are  annually  exported  to  payforiroc,''KB 
point  him  to  the  Treasury  report  of  iapH 
exports,  and  tonnage,  of  the  Umted  Scfifi 
where  he  may  leam  that,  in  the  pfeoediog  ^ 
less  than  thirty-three  thousand  tons  of  a 
have  been  imported  from  all  the  worti.  I^ 
nearly  ^  of  it  was  brought  from  Basil  ci 
Sweden,  and  not  a  dollar  of  specie  bis boi^ 
ported  to  eidier  of  those  countries.  On  exo 
nation,  he  may  also  learn  that  do  wm  ^  ^ 
ried  from  this  country  to  pay  for  iroa,  Itf  i« 
it  is  always  purchased  witn  snch  artid«»« 
can  easily  ^are,  and  such  as  we  oofibt  ^  ^ 
pose  ofl  Sir,  I  siud  yesterday,  audi  ay  J?^ 
to-day,  that,  as  far  as  my  observatioas  la«» 
tended,  the  persons  in  the  emplo j  of  ir*  sj 
ters,  and  their  families,  are  less  ealJ^ 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  otberd* 
of  citizens  among  ns ;  that  this  b  the  o»<  ^ 
desirable  of  any  employment  in  the  consti:  * 
shall  not,  however,  deny  thatarecroitiEg^ 
might  fill  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  qacit 
among  any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  "bla»B* 
and  leather  aprons"  myself,  I  presaipe  itep 
tieman  did  not  mean  what  be  said  os » 
subject  as  an  answer  to  my  ai^umept,  bs* 
signed  it  for  other  purposes.  HopiB&  ag 
fore,  that  it  may  have  tJie  desired  e3«V*^ 
leave  him  to  enjoy  the  benefit  thatistes* 
rived  from  such  reasoning.  l 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  OaroliDa,  ifigf^ 
ing  a  few  introductory  remarks,  wi  tbe  «5» 
which  had  been  pursued  m  the  ^J^**??  j 
the  details,  as  well  as  the  general  pijOF^ 
the  bill,  which  he  reprehended,  ».fc^ 
the  most  unequivocal  tokens  that  j^J™^ 
were  about,  if  possible,  to  limit  the  freedtf 
debate,  and  force  the  bill  into  the  Ho«V 
moment  when  several  importttit  ao^J 
were  about  to  be  tried  in  coniinitte&-o^? 
that,  in  rising  to  address  the  <««»*L 
could  but  be  sensible  of  the  serions  eo&ffij 
ments  which  awaited  him  in  following  * 
same  side  of  the  question,  the  g«^"*"*L* 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  ^J»,^5^ 
abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhin^  ^ 
topic  before  them ;  and  whilst^  Mr.  li.^^ 
participated  in  the  pleasure  whicb  ^^^ 
joyed,  in  hearing  the  unanswerable  aiS®** 
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;hat  gentleman,  (an  argament  that  had  8caroel7 
eft  the  honorable  Speaker  [Mr.  Olat]  an  inch 
>f  gronnd  to  stand  upon,  notwithstanding  the 
rigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genius,)  he  should  en- 
Leavor  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  re- 
narks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
lowever  difficult  the  task,  when  speaking  on 
Jie  subject.  I^  however,  he  could  glean  a 
lingle  topic  which  had  not  been  gathered  in  the 
ibnndant  harvest  which  had  crowned  the  efforts 
>f  that  gentleman,  he  should  regard  his  own 
ucertions  as  not  absolutely  useless  and  unimpor- 
ant. 

Hr.  H.  sud  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  the 
lonorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
nent  for  the  trepass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
m  the  patience  of  the  committee,  when  he  in- 
Ibrmed  them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
Mirts  of  the  gentleman^s  argument  in  which  he 
iostalned  himself  by  the  force  of  British  autiior- 
ty,  that  he  would  meet  him  by  En^is^  doctrine, 
ilao ;  and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwith- 
itanding  the  ingenuity  with  which  these  autibori- 
:i68  had  been  used,  there  was  more  to  be  found 
In  British  precept  and  example  to  admonieJi  us 
lo  avoid  the  policy  which  the  honorable  Speak- 
er was  desirous  of  forcing  upon  his  country, 
than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  rery  outset,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  take  occasiion  to  remark  that,  if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  by  the  way,  much  con- 
temned by  a  certain  school  of  political  econo- 
mists in  this  enlightened  age  and  country)  could 
tiave  risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  some  of 
bhe  extraordinary  opinions  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  this  worthy  old  philosopher  would  in- 
deed have  believed  that  the  world,  ever  since 
\ua  exit  from  it,  had  been  in  a  slumber  as  pro- 
found as  that  which  had  visited  his  own  tomb. 
Be  would  have  thonght,  with  good  reason, 
diat  all  those  anticipations  of  the  progress  of 
truth,  and  the  consequent  extirpation  of  error, 
which  he  had  cherished  in  a  generous  lov4  of 
dis  species,  had  indeed  been  the  idle  dreams  of  a 
foolish  and  vain  philosophy — for  he  would  have 
net  here  the  very  dogmas  of  that  sdiool  of  re- 
itriction  and  monopoly  which  it  had  been  the 
shief  basiness  of  his  valuable  life  to  refute  and 
overthrow.  But  there  would  have  been  in  re- 
servation for  him  one  astounding  circumstance 
for  which  he  would  have  been  altogether  nn- 
[irepared — and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the  pathet- 
ically and  poetically  drawn  pictures  of  the  pres- 
ent distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
Uid  to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  over- 
lowing  abundance  of  our  agriculture  1  How- 
iver  much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and 
bhelr  causes,  might  have  surprised  him,  the 
Batholicon  which  is  proposed  for  their  cure, 
would  have  been  more  a  subject  for  his  especial 
wonder  and  speculation — a  remedy  which  em- 
braces in  their  most  potent  combination,  the  old 
ind  exploded  ingredients  of  monopoly  and  re- 
itriction.  But,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  business  was 
rather  with  the  living  than  with  the  dead.  Be- 
fore, however,  he  dismissed  this  branch  of  the 


subject,  he  would  say,  if  we  were  disposed  to 
throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all  that  had  been 
written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  subject  to  which 
he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit,  enlightened 
by  the  most  extraordinary  endowment  of  in- 
tellect, formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  observation,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  hu- 
man breast,  it  would  be  well  to  advert  for  one 
moment  to  the  past,  and  even  present  situation  of 
our  country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources 
of  its  productive  wealth.  If  the  tree  was  to 
be  judged  by  its  fruits,  it  might  be  inquired  how 
it  was  that,  in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity 
and  blindness,  in  running  counter  to  the  favorite 
maxims  of  this  school  of  restriction,  this  coun- 
try should  have  prospered,  and  still  prospers, 
beyond  all  example.  Yes,  sir,  it  might  well  be 
asked,  if  high  or  prohibitory  duties  on  imports 
are  essential  to  the  proper  development  of  the 
industry  of  a  nation,  how  it  comes  to  pass  that, 
within  the  ordinary  duration  of  tiie  life  of  man, 
we  may  be  said  to  have  built  up  an  empire  of 
such  vast  power,  and  possessing,  within  itself 
such  varied  resources  of  wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  what  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  employed : 
and,  if  one  or  two  of  these  memorials  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would 
be  amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a 
more  comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were  d&-. 
sirable  to  see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  capable  of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New 
York  and  Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry. 
There  might  be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  ra- 
pidity of  whose  progress  is  without  a  paraUel, 
in  ancient  or  modern  times.  If  it  "^bs  necessa- 
ry to  ascertain  what  sort  of  wonders  the  results 
of  agriculture  could  achieve,  it  is  only  requisite 
to  turn  to  the  West,  and  within  the  period  meas- 
ured by  the  contemporary  recollection  of  the 
youngest  of  us,  to  see  a  wilderness  subdued,  a 
vast  and  intelligent  population  created  and  sus- 
tained by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth.  It 
might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  conjoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to 
our  population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confeder- 
acy, innumerable  tracts  of  fertile  territory 
brought  into  successful  culture,  and  in  spite  of  all 
that  had  been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalcula- 
ble sum  added  to  the  active  ci4>ital  of  the 
country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessi- 
ty of  changing  the  existing  employment  of  cap- 
ital, in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done 
so  much  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  must  depend  on  its  capital  and 
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labor,  and  that  the  latter  bears  a  just  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  skill  and  industry  with 
which  the  former  may  be  employed;  now  it 
follows  as  a  fair  corollary  from  these  principles, 
that  labor  and  capital,  if  left  to  their  own  di- 
rection, will  always  seek,  and  find,  their  most 
prosperous  exercise  and  investment,  and  that 
this  may  be  safely  confided  to  the  sagacity  of 
individuals  who,  by  a  law  of  nature,  invariable 
in  its  operation,  will  pursue  that  department  of 
industry  which  promises  to  yield  either  imme- 
diately or  ultimately  the  greatest  profit.  Thus 
it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  popular  author,  that, 
"whenever  any  thing  is  to  be  made  by  a  parti- 
cular employment  of  industry,  it  wants  no  en- 
couragement ;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  made 
it  deserves  none.'' 

We  may,  at  least,  be  certain  of  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed' to  us,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislat- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  people. 
Wo  may,  it  is  true,  disturb  the  ordinary  opera- 
tions of  labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given 
branch  of  industry ;  but,  as  the  whole  of  our 
society  must  make  up  its  aggregate  account  of 
profit  and  loss,  what  is  added  to  one  class  as 
profit,  in  the  wav  of  encouragement,  must  be 
taken  from  the  other,  in  the  way  of  a  tax  and 
consequent  loss.  To  conclude  this  part  of  the 
inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth  which  appears  to 
be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is,  that  the  only 
consequence  resulting  from  the  interference  of 
Government  in  the  employment  of  labor  and 
capital,  is  to  give  to  them  an  artificial  distribu- 
tion, and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitable 
pursuits,  than  if  left  to  be  disposed  of  and  con- 
trolled by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most 
sensible  of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their 
use,  and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in 
their  successful  employment. 

These  remarks,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  ft  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  do- 
mestic manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that 
he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be 
encouraged  precisely  to  the  extent,  and  no 
farther,  than  this  encouragement  was  not  cal- 
culated to  discourage  the  other  great  sources  of 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country.  And 
here  ne  would  take  occasion  to  say,  that  the  im- 
position of  the  duties  on  imports  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  furnished  in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in 
many  a  high  rate  of  encouragement,  to  which, 
if  were  added  the  incidental  charges  on  impor- 
tations, and  with  which  the  foreign  article  was 
almost  exclusively  burdened,  the  manufactures 
received  fdl  the  protection  to  which  they  were 
in  justice  entitled,  and  all  that  the  country  could 
afford  to  pay.  When,  therefore,  the  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  oi  the  scheme  of  immense 
taxation,  involved  in  the  bill  on  the  table,  were 
so  regardless  of  the  past,  and  so  perfectly  gra- 
tuitous in  their  assumption  of  facts,  as  to  found 
their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there  was  no 
sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored  ar- 
ticles, they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an 
Average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 


the  consumption  of  the  country  was  Dotbiif,  v 
to  admit  that  there  was  somedung  so  'waiiij 
defective  in  the  manufactures  of  the  eomtif, 
that  nothing  short  of  prohibitioD,  or  the  eids- 
sion  of  all  foreign  competition,  coold  fsnAi 
fair  return  for  dieir  productions,  or  Ibroe  tba 
into  an  unnatural  existence. 

The  opmiona  of  the  former  Seerctoy  of  ^ 
Treasury,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  haie  \m 
much  relied  on,  and  his  celebrated  repot  a 
manufjEustures  (unquestionably  a  veiy  ^  vi 
ingenious  State  paper)  has  been  quoted,  H 
often  with  a  gross  perversion  of  the  seope  i 
the  argument  of  that  great  statesmao.  Gr< 
as  was  his  admiration,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  tbetilsi 
of  this  statesman,  he  was  not  prq»red  toab 
his  opinions  on  this  subject,  or  that  of  Govo- 
ment,  without  some  quaUficatioii  aad  M 
€reneral  Hamilton  was  a  contemporai7  d^ 
younffer  Pitt,  and  they  may  have  been  aid  J 
have  Deen,  at  the  same  time,  prime  nimstenv 
their  respective  countries.  It  is  perfecih*' 
vious  that  General  Hamilton  ralher  looked  i 
the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resembled  it  1i» 
grandeur  of  genius,)  than  to  tiie  T^ptinea 
Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economBte.  & 
opinions  came,  therefore,  from  the  mintigi* 
the  restrictive,  exdusive,  and  jealous  sf*e« 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  the  «» 
sional  theories  of  Ktt,  oppressed  his  «* 
sdieme  of  government  But,  as  ckir » 
emphatic  as  Mr.  Hamilton  was  in  his  report,* 
comd  have  formed  no  conception  of  tbeeisaj 
to  which  his  doctrines  would  be  P^shedJ^ 
present  avowed  disciples,  who  have  attan^ 
with  singular  injustice,  to  give  currency  to  tt» 
schemes  of  violent  taxation  and  oppivR 
monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  ^"•'*J! 
the  present  question  is  one  of  figmeaj  pw 
the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  what »«« 
encouragement  Mr.  ELamilton  deemed  neoes«f 
for  the  development  of  tiie  manufactDrij^flf'' 
cities  of  the  country,  would  be  P^^'^^fJ 
paring  the  rates  of  duties  which  he  png* 
with  those  in  the  bill  now  under  the  cansd» 
tion  of  the  committee.  M.  H.  said  he  w» 
now  advert  to  a  few  of  these  items, 

[Here  Mr.  Hamilton  went  into  an  extattfcaii?- 
ment,  principally  on  the  details  of  the  WB,  •»  • 
reply  to  Mr.  Qay,  the  Speaker  of  the  Bon*. » 
espoclaUy  on  the  capacity  of  flie  home  "^"^ 
to  consume  any  considerable  qnantity  of  onrtfa* 
crop  of  cotton.    On  ibis  point  he  aid :] 

In  relation  to  our  Upland  cottony  Gnst*^ 
ain  may,  without  difficulty,  in  the  cwi» « 
very  short  period,  supply  her  wants  fr^^ 
^to  faciliate  which,  all  the  ancient  rettW" 
a  favored  intercourse  with  her  s*?""*^ 
Portugal,  would  be  at  once  subsOTea*^ 

it  is  recoUected  that  BrazU  pro^^^tnS 
which  occupies  an  intermediate  place  d« 

the  Sea  Islands  of  Georgia  and  SontbJjrT 
and  the  Uplands  of  New  Orleans,  »^ 
daily  improvement  in  machinecy  »  ^"^ 
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tearer  to  the  former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and 
hat  there  is  in  this  fine  region,  stretching 
hrongh  thirty-fiye  degrees  of  latitude,  from  the 
Sqnator,  a  section  of  country  admirahly  adapted 
o  the  cnltivation  of  this  staple,  greater  in  ex- 
ent  than  the  whole  Atlantic  States  of  this 
Jnion,  the  reasonableness  of  our  apprehensions 
OBJ  be  estimated,  as  well  as  the  gross  impolicy, 
»j  i^Jnrions  duties  on  our  imports  from  £ng- 
luid,  of  driving  her,  either  from  caprice  or  in- 
erest,  to  seek  other  adequate  sources  of  supply, 
low  long  the  exclusive  production,  even  of  the 
\ga  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our  country, 
9  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem.  The 
tzperiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of  the 
!f  ile,  if  pushed  to  tiie  ocean,  may  result  in  the 
>roduction  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  abun- 
lance  which,  in  retierenoe  to  other  productions, 
las  long  blest  and  consecrated  Egyptian  fertili- 
y.  But,  the  circumstance  that  many  of.  the 
ofitiy  articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of 
lea  Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk 
Aid  flax,  coupled  with  the  fiict  of  the  great 
iffbrts  which  are  making  in  Great  Britain  to 
mcourage  the  former  establishments,  not  by 
counties  and  monopolies,  but  by  their  destruo- 
ion,  (for  these  remedies  are  regarded  there  as 
die  quackeries,)  will  tend  emphaticaUy  to  prove 
hat  the  present  is  an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton 
rade  of  the  country. 

yfe  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that 
>ar  manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very 
hort  period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign 
temand.  The  fiitility,  I  will  not  say  mockery, 
>f  this  hope,  may  be  measured  by  one  or  two 
acta.  First,  the  present  consumption  of  cotton 
»7  our  manufactories,  is  about  equal  to  one- 
ixth  of  our  whole  production,  not  very  much 
izoeeding  80,000  bales ;  whereas,  the  crop  of 
1824  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  600,000  bags. 
low  long  it  will  take  to  increase  these  man- 
ifactories  to  a  scale  equal  to  the  consumption 
A  this  production,  he  could  not  venture  to  de- 
ermine  ;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  years  after 
he  epitaph  will  have  been  written  on  the  for- 
nnes  of  the  South,  there  can  b^  littie  doubt. 
)at  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
rhole  of  the  cottons  of  the  South  could  be 
rorked  up  in  this  country,  where  will  you  find 
i  market  for  the  articles  manufactured — not  at 
lome :  for,  of  the  448,211  b:iles  of  cotton  which 
>reat  Britain  purchased  of  this  country,  between 
he  first  of  January,  1828,  and  the  thirty-first  of 
December,  1828,  she  has  sent  back  to  us,  ao- 
lording  to  the  best  calculations,  in  the  shape  of 
Baiiufacture4  articie%  about  40,000  bags.  Sup- 
K)9e,  however,  that  our  home  consumption  be 
iqaivalent  to  140,000  bales,  (which  is  an  enor- 
noos  estimate,)  where  are  you  to  find  a  vent 
or  the  articles  manufactured  of  the  460,000  bags 
hat  will  remain  ?  In  South  America,  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  tells  us — ^but  what  a  fiulacy  have 
ire  here!  Whatl  whilst  we  dread  British 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  than  Hamilcar 
lated  the  Romans,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
lell  England  in  foreign  markets!    Tes ;  whilst 


we  are  told  that^  for  the  very  existence  of  man- 
ufactures that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or 
fifteen  years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protect- 
ing duties  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent., 
we  can,  nevertheless,  traverse  the  ocean,  en- 
counter freight  and  charges  and  duties  in  other 
countries,  and  compete  with  our  old  ecemy, 
who  is  so  much  dreaded  at  home.  How  this  is 
to  be  effected  without  a  miracle,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  perceive,  without  our  man- 
ufactures, like  the  Prophets  of  old,  were  more 
honored  and  successfal  abroad,  than  at  their 
own  firesides. 

When  Mr.  Havilton  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Maittin- 
DAUE  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clabk*b 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from 
$1  12  to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative-— 99  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course 
of  to-day's  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise, 
all  which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  follow- 
ing provision,  viz : 

**  On  all  books  which  the  importer  sliall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  pre- 
vious to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other 
languages  than  English,  foor  cents  per  volume. 

*'  On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

**  On  all  other  books,  when  in  sheets  or  boards, 
forty  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  6th  section : 

**  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after 
the  — — —  day  of  next,  the  duties  now  imposed 

and  payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  de- 
scribed, shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
termine ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or 
duties,  respectively,  shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collect- 
ed, on  all  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that 
is  to  say :  Upon  all  Madeira  wines,  70  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  upon  Sheny,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and 
other  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enu- 
merated, 60  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Tenerifie  and  ail 
other  wines  of  the  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  on  Fayal  and  aU  other  wines  of  the  Western  isl- 
ancU,  40  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Sicily  wine,  60  oents 
per  gallon ;  on  Malaga  wine,  80  cents  per  gallon ;  all 
other  wines,  not  enumerated  in  this  or  some  other 
law,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  60  per  cent. 
ad  valorem ;  on  all  other  wines,  when  imported  other- 
wise than  in  bottles  or  cases,  40  per  cent,  ad  vakrem : 
Provided,  That  the  amount  of  duty  thereupon  shall, 
in  no  case,  exceed  100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  WiOKUFFB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following : 
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^  Beit  enaOedf  That  the  provisions  of  th«  second 
section  of  the  act  of  Congresa,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tcmnage,'  approved 
27tb  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereol^  in  the  same  manner  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  116. 
Mr.  Clat  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following : 

"On  all  manufactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bot- 
toms of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound.** 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Allbx,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  tlie  bill  by  iDserting  therein  the  fol- 
lowing : 

'*  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate 
and  without  a  division. 

Mr.  FxTLLER,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

**0n  printed  books,  thirty-three  and  one-third 
cents  per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  MiLLEB  then  moved  to  amend  the  b|U  by 
inserting  ^*  on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Temtories 
thereof.** 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Hayden,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following : 
^*0n  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight,"  and  inserting,  ^*  On  wheat  flour,  eighty- 
five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  '^  On  race  gin- 
ger, one  dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  ground 
ginger,  two  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CoNiaxB,  of  ]9orth  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eighty  cents,  the  proposed  mini- 
mum valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof^  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  chair,  94  votes  to  92 ;  but,  a  new  count 
being  demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes 
100,  noes  95 ;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Meboeb,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 


tion of  the  bill;  which  is  hi  the  foDoni 
words: 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  a»  ik- 
aoever,  all  articles,  composed  of  Tsriooi  matea^ 
shall  pay  the  highest  da^  to  which  sitieks  d» 
ufaotnred  from  any  of  inch  materials  are  nbjecs.* 

This  motion  was,  after  consid^able  debdt 
decided  in  the  negative — 99  to  94. 

Mr.  Meboeb  then  moved  to  strike  oat  of  ie 
bill  the  SOth  day  of  June,  (the  day  (m  vim 
the  bill  is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  is  to  Mr 
it  to  a  later  day ;  which  motion  was  negathal 
—92  votes  to  89. 

Mr.  Van  Wyoe  then  moved  to  imad  & 
bill  by  inserting,  in  lien  of  the  duty  on  vodla 
to  take  place  after  SOth  June,  1825,  thefQ]9v- 
ing: 

'*  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-fire  per  ccdhk 
valorem,  until  the  80th  day  of  June,  1827;^ 
wards  a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  xtloKavC 
the  80th  day  of  June,  1829 ;  afterwaitis  s  i^i 
forty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until  the  SOth  da  tf 
June,  1831  {  and,  after  that  time,  a  dutf  of  itfj^ 
centum  ad  valorem.** 

This  amendment  was  negatived  witboot  i 
division. 

Mr.  LiviNOBTox  then  moved  to  strike  octtk 
whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  imniffis 
valuation  on  unported  woollens. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  vi^ 
out  debate,  and  decided  in  the  negativ^-^ 
78. 

Mr.  Babtlbtt.  of  New  Hampdiire,  mo^^ 
the  close  of  the  nist  section  of  the  bill,  U)  ivBt 
a  duty  on  all  domestic  distiUed  sjarite,  d  oSf 
cents  per  gallon,  with  a  declaration  of  so  v^ 
tion  to  propose  a  drawback  on  such  «sb«c 
be  exported. 

Mr.  Stobbs  suggested  the  neoesa^  of  pfv^ 
sion,  witii  such  an  amendment^  for  offieea  k 
collect  the  duty,  &q, 

Mr.  Babtlett  said  his  olnect  was  men^ » 
introduce  the  subject  in  Oonimittee  cfv 
Whole,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  intiwa 
the  motion,  with  all  its  necessary  detob,  rtf 
the  bill  should  come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  suggested  that  a  propoo^* 
this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  withfi* 
priety,  be  introduced  into  a  bill  propoaog^^ 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  wiihoiits  di^ 

Mr.  CBAia  moved  to  amend  the  WB,  ^J  ** 
ing  out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  ^^^  ?*  j 
on  white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  «  ^* 
five  cents  on  that  article.  ^ . 

The  question  on  this  motion  w»  daa»  ^ 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Olat  rose  to  speak  in  explsnitioD  ob» 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched i?«^ 
debate.  ^^v 

This  question  was  taken  on  the  co^^ 
rising  and  reporting  the  bil^  with  the  flff* 
ments  made  to  it,  and  determined  in  the  »b^ 
tive.  The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  «J  ^ 
report  was  made  from  the  Oonumttee « 
Whole. 
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Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  gave  notioe  that  he  should, 
bo-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas 
ind  nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  the  jflouse  a^oumed. 

Wednesday,  April  7. 
The  Tariff  Bill 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  to  the  tariff  bUl. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  rose,  and  withdrew  the  intima- 
don,  yesterday  given,  of  his  intention  now  to 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill, 
rhis  he  did  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
i)ers,  (contrary  to  his  previous  impression,)  that 
^e  features  of  the  bill  were  not  sufficiently 
fixed  by  votes  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
k>  determine  all  the  members  to  vote  decisively 
Ebr  or  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  its 
[>reBent  state.  He  should  therefore  defer  his 
motion  until  the  Question  had  been  settled  as 
to  the  amount  of  duties  to  be  proposed  on  the 
leading  articles,  wool,  cotton,  and  iron. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 
reported  by  tiie  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
iiiid  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
Irst  amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on 
wooUens,  from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard,) 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Dommittee  of  Manufactures  that  no  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by 
my  of  them,  in  this  debate.  Such  was  gen- 
erally, I  believe,  the  wish  and  intention  of  the 
Eriends  of  the  bilL  But  now  some  few  things 
appear  almost  necessary  to  be  said.  One  thing, 
perhaps,  requires  to  be  repeated;  that  the 
measure  here  proposed  is  not  designed  chiefly 
to  promote  the  profit  of  manufacturers,  but, 
through  lAanufEkcturea,  to  relieve  the  poverty 
and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
oonntry.  Petitions  and  addresses  are  no  proof 
of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Yet,  there  is  a 
Dertain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spreading 
over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact  Every  one  knows 
that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are 
ilmost  exclusively  agricultural ;  that,  with  few 
NEceptions,  they  can  have  nothing  wherewith 
to  Durchase  manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the 
products  of  grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agii- 
Doltural,  grain-raising  people,  importing  the 
manufactured  necessaries  of  life  from  countries 
which  refuse  to  take,  in  return,  the  only  articles 
they  have  to  dispose  o^  and  for  which  articles 
they  have  no  other  market,  must  inevitably  be 
poor,  and  in  debt.  Statistical  recorded  facts 
will  of  themselves  give  proof.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wsbsteb)  has  ob- 
served, that  the  years  of  former  prosperity, 
selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from  his 
statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 
most  favorable  to  the  argument  Take,  then, 
ft  different  set  of  years.    Take  five  years  to- 


gether, those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  and  '94. 
The  yearly  average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour 
exported  for  those  five  years,  was  1,421,885 
barrels.  Tiie  conmiercial  statements  of  that 
day  do  not  give  the  value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has 
calculated  the  value  for  1792  at  $7,649,887. 

Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three 
years,  our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain 
and  flour  has  been  as  follows : 

1821  Barrels,  1,360,453    Value,  $5,184,999 

1822  1,098,768  6,827,510 

1823  1,074,528  6,263,287 


Yearly  average,  1,177,949  Av.  val.  $5,925,249 
Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  nbt  be  forgotten,  that,  during 
those  times  when  we  exported  breadstuffs  to 
the  amount  of  $7,649,887,  the  whole  agricultu- 
ral grain-exporting  popnlation  of  the  United 
States  did  not,  probably,  equal  the  present 
population  of  one  single  State.  By  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  our  increase  of  numbers, 
since  1790.  has  been  to  the  grain-raising  popu- 
lation of  the  country.  Large  States  and  Terri- 
tories, which  are  now  the  most  fertile  in  grain, 
have  been  since  that  time  acquired,  or  were 
then  a  wilderness.  A  few  people  might  then 
have  been  encamped  in  the  West,  but,  to  all 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, have  been  since  settled.  So,  probably, 
one-half  of  the  grain-raising  parts  of  Virginia, 
Vermont,  Maine,  Georgia.  Add,  not  Terri- 
tories only,  but  States,  since  acquired,  and  now 
cultivated.  Add  the  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture, mills,  roads,  and  in  all  the  facilities  of 
production  and  transportation.  I  will  not  dis- 
pute about  particular  items  and  sums.  What- 
ever deduction  any  gentleman  thinks  he  can  in 
conscience  ask  for,  let  him  make  it,  and  he  will 
find  that  our  country  could  now,  were  there 
any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export  five  times 
the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty  or 
thirty-four  years  ago.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  of  the  single 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled 
during  the  last  thirty-four  years^  are  now  capa- 
ble of  raising  and  exporting  more  grain  than 
was  exported  from  the  whole  United  States  in 
1790.  Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers 
and  capacity,  almost  beyond  calculation,  our 
exports  of  grain  are  reduced  from  $7,649,887  to 
$5,925,249;  whUe  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  has  been  increasing  with  the 
decrease  of  the  facilities  of  payment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Websteb)  has  seemed  to  question  whether  this 
diminution  of  exports  ^ows  any  diminution  of 
prosperity.  On  that  head,  let  it  be  observed, 
that  the  most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this 
bill  are  so,  because  they  apprehend  that,  at 
some  future  day,  the  effects  of  the  measure 
may  be  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  some  part 
of  their  staple  commodity,  cotton.  Then  tney, 
at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great  practical  faith 
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in  thiB  opuiion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
Betta.  They  show  their  idea  to  be  that,  as  to 
cotton  at  least,  ^^  agricnltore  without  a  market " 
may  be  an  inoonvenienoe.  We  indeed  believe 
that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  suppos- 
ing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  believe  the  exactiy 
reverse  effect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they 
are  clearly  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of 
market  must  be  certainly  hurtful.  For,  beyond 
all  doubt,  those  who  purchase  abroad,  without 
the  means  of  payment  abroad,  must  suffer  every 
description  of  pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  in  one  case,  without  descending  into 
the  odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  would 
ask  whether  any  one  imagines  that  such  reduc- 
tion of  almost  all  the  means  of  decent  living,  as 
is  shown  by  our  commercial  records,  can  fall 
upon  such  multitudes  of  people,  without  oppres- 
sion? An  oppression,  the  more  intolerable, 
because  it  is  produced  solely  by  the  policy  of 
our  own  Gk)vemment.  The  victims  of  it  have 
not,  since  the  close  of  the  war,  ceased  to  petition. 
They  complain  that  the  only  surplus  products 
they  can  have  to  dispose  of  are  shut  out  from 
foreign  markets,  particularly  by  the  very  coun- 
tries whose  manufactures  we  consume.  They 
show  that  our  own  country  has,  within  itself, 
all  the  means  of  producing  these  manufactures, 
without  paying  for  them  one  cent  of  tribute  to 
foreigners ;  and  that,  if  the  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment should  be  only  so  far  changed  as  to 
secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  articles 
which  they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country, 
themselves  consume,  they  might  be  relieved 
from  their  present  absolute  exhaustion,  and  be 
enabled  to  enjoy,  in  part,  at  least,  the  proq)er- 
ity  they  were  accustomed  to  during  the  general 
war  in  Europe.  They  show  that,  to  protect 
manufactures,  is  to  protect  agriculture,  and 
that  protection,  to  answer  any  valuable  purpose 
to  tlie  country,  must  be  a  liberal  and  bold  pro- 
tection, placing  our  manufactures  not  only 
beyond  the  reach  of  foreign  competition,  but 
beyond  the  fears  of  it.  They  show  that  they 
ask  nothing  new,  nothing  visionary  or  untried. 
And  they  prove,  by  the  invariable  examples  of 
nations,  that  the  dependence  of  any  country, 
exclusively,  upon  its  own  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry,  is  the  sure  beaten  high 
road  to  private  wealth  and  national  power. 
With  these  complaints,  and  these  proofs,  suffer- 
ing, for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which,  under  any 
other  than  a  Republican  Government,  might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coming 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be  had, 
are,  it  seelns,  to  be  told,  "  Honest  friends,  you 
have  altogether  mistaken  your  case;  we  see 
you  are  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough ;  but  it 
all  comes  out  of  your  independent  banks  and 
your  stop-laws."  Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it 
is  to  bo  attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
plain  and  palpable  consequences  of  the  distress 


of  the  country,  are  not  the  consequeDee^  k 
the  causes  of  it.  Worse  than  all  tiiat—we  at 
to  be  consoled  with  scraps  from  the  metapii^ 
cal  books  of  the  economisits,  and  it  seeos  a 
experiment  is  to  be  made  upon  our  nndental- 
ings,  whether  we  are  composed  of  exactly  tte 
sort  of  stuff  as  to  think  ourselves  Mj  coopa-  ' 
sated  for  the  severest  extremityof  aetiul  pov- 
erty, by  imaginary  and  metaphysical  reli«£  sd 
by  tne  abaciuiabra  of  ^  let  us  alone,"  asd  "^p 
rich  by  making  nothing,  selling  nothiagte 
buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest^* 

The  matter  and  substance  of  the  reoKb 
upon  our  application  for  relief  have  ool  bes 
much  helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  aare^ 
the  observation  of  one  gentleman— 1  meaa  i» 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hue* 
TON.)  Some  of  those  observations  I  did  Ht 
hear.  The  gentleman  from  South  Cani&i, 
no  doubt^  believed  me  to  be  present  I  (x^ 
to  have  been  present.  The  truth  is,  whoi  ^ 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  cametoapct 
of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  eeo- 
mencing  a  dissertation  upon  the  us^  vi 
sublime  discoveries  of  the  political  ecoaxnBi^ 
calling  them,  or  some  of  them,  immoital,  k, 
thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matter  befix^ 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lostbjmTgoss 
to  the  committee-room  upcm  some  oomoiite 
business,  and  stayed,  perh^>s,  longer  than  I  ■- 
tended.  The  gentleman  from  South  Gan^ 
charged  the  Committee  of  Manu&eturee,  tsy 
dirediy,  with  gross  ignorance  of  their  boauaj; 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  hadbea 
repeatedly  convicted  of  gross  igno™"*] 
mention  this  matter  because  it  is  comerts 
with  something  more  material,  and  i^ot  for^ 
sake  of  any  personal  complaint  Beside^  tk 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  alrei^.TO- 
plained  that  part  of  his  ob8ervsti<ffl&  It* 
proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  aiy,  Aat  ttj 
Committee  of  Manufactures  have  not  yetnw 
pretensions  to  any  superior  learning.  As  to 
myself;  I  know,  perhaps,  better  than  Aw  g* 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  my  own  ii»J 
quacy  to  this  station.  It  is  a  station  vm* 
was  not  sought  for,  nor  wished  for,  bjr  * 
It  certainly  found  me  very  unpreparei  M«J 
was  to  be  learned  \  and,  no  doubt,  mnd  ?• 
remains  unlearned.  But  my  humility  g«*  * 
further.  It  is  not  admitted  that  the  great  cfl* 
of  domestic  industry  has  suflfered  from  any* 
sufficiency  of  the  Conamittee  of  Mannftcto* 
It  was  their  business  to  know  our  o^jlfj* 
upon  the  subject,  and  all  the  changes  wfi» 
made  in  them :  a^  to  know  from  ^^^^^ 
tries  and  in  what  quantities  we  draw  oar  a^ 
of  manufactured  articles;  to  know,a^.^ 
they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what  comniofflW*' 
this  country  are  prohibited  or  permitted  to  » 
sent  in  return ;  and  to  know,  ftrtber,  » 
capacity  or  hicapacity  of  the  several  i^  * 
our  own  oount^  to  furnish  a  ropply  »*  ^ 
own  population.  , ,  ^ 

As  to  the  persons  who  have  9^^^ 
CoDunittee  of  Manufactures)  on  the  imfim 
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»f  the  oommittee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is 
Lne  to  them  and  to  us  to  say,  that  the7  have  all 
>een  citizens  of  oar  country,  and  gentlemen  of 
(ood  appearance  and  good  credit  And  it  may 
)e  farther  said,  that  among  the  few  of  them 
rho  had  any  particular  interest  and  mannfac- 
nre  of  their  own  to  promote,  there  has  been 
oarcely  one  who  has  not  gone  away  disap- 
>ointed. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which 
leems  to  require  peculiar  notice ;  an  objection 
hat  has  been  most  -vehemently  pressed  upon 
IS  by  gentlemen  here,  and  by  memorials  and 
>ablications  without  number;  the  destruction 
)f  commerce  and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House, , 
o  be  sure,  have  the  friends  of  domestic  manu- 
'aotures  been  directly  charged  with  the  inten- 
ion  and  design  of  destroying  trade  and  com- 
neroe ;  it  is  only  contended  that  such  destruc- 
Ion  must  be  the  certain  effect.  But  out  of 
loors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so  generous, 
rhere,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic,  envious, 
nalignant,  and  unprincipled  combination,  mak- 
ng  agriculture  and  manufactures  a  mere  pre- 
puce for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It 
B  degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a 
iharge,  but  the  Msehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  conmierce  only, 
it  was  not  provoked  by  any  iiigary  but  to  our 
rade  and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in 
inrsuit  o^  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory 
ras  not  touched— our  citizens  on  shore  were 
lot  molested.  That  able  paper  of  the  dedara- 
ion  of  war  mentions,  for  its  causes,  no  outrages 
mt  those  to  commerce  and  seamen,  except  the 
nis^rable  business  of  John  Henry,  which,  in 
rery  doubtful  and  indefinite  language,  appears 
4}  have  been  stuck  in  by  way  of  amenoment. 
Che  sections  of  our  country,  always  foremost 
ind  onanimous  in  asking  protection  for  domes- 
do  industry,  and  here  assailed  as  enemies  to 
foreign  trade,  suffered  their  full  share  of  what- 
^ver  there  was  of  hardship  or  disaster  in  that 
prar  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admitted  that^ 
n  paying  taxes,  in  inarching  against  the  enemy, 
ma  here,  by  their  representatives,  they  did 
lever,  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  con- 
liot)  in  the  darkest  of  times;  and  it  is  not  ex- 
aravagant  to  say  that,  nnder  God,  to  the  finn- 
less  of  these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the 
iordid  malignant  enemies  of  commercial  wealth, 
loes  foreign  commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure, 
md  established  right  it  now  enjoys ;  and,  from 
their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole, 
their  contempt  for  the  low  and  selfish  principles 
imon  which  this  bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come 
that  we  now  have  a  flag  that  can  protect  for- 
eign trade,  and  that  we  are  not^  abroad,  the 
Dommon  plunder  of  the  world. 

Tet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in 
that  war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  ex- 
trenie  gloom  and  disaster,  which  often  happen- 
^  if  some  timid  few,  or  some  demagogue, 
mxious  to  get  himself  into.  Congress,  by  sup- 
phmting  some  of  those  who  had  voted  for  the 
"rar,  had  attempted  to  inflame  the  minds  of 


those  people  against  such  vexatious  war,  sup- 
ported by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to  re- 
venge ii^uries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
amon^  them,  wno,  at  any  time,  would  declare 
his  willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without 
securing  the  commercial  rights  for  which  it 
was  entered  into;  and,  since  the  war,  they 
will  be  found  to  have  adhered  to  the  same 
principles  of  attachment  to  the  commercial 
mterest  No  matter  how  their  requests  have 
been  received;  no  matter  from  what  selfish 
motives  their  interests  have  been  disregarded, 
if,  from  the  whole  immense  agricultural  popula- 
tion that  now  demands  a  tariff  of  protection,  a 
single  vote,  in  the  House,  can  be  found  to  have 
been  given  agidnst  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreign  commerce,  or  a^pinst  build- 
mg  ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  send- 
ing embassies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  Mediterranean  Sea,  or 
any  other  sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  ex- 
penses of  foreign  trade,  let  that-  vote  be  pro- 
duced, and,  as  mr  as  it  goes,  let  it  be  set  down 
to  enmity  to  commerce — but  I  believe  no  such 
vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sustain^  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit  did  so  in  pursuance  of 
doctrines  such  as  we  have  here  now  ?  or  dream- 
ing thalL  in  case  of  success,  they  themselves 
were  to  be  excluded  from  every  possible  benefit 
of  it?  or,  after  exerting  tiiemselves  to  the  ut- 
most, and  risking  every  thing,  they  should  come 
to  the  merchant  reinstated  in  their  rights  by 
their  aid  and  their  fidelity,  with  their  hemp, 
their  iron,  and  their  lead,  and  say  to  him,  **  We 
have  no  customers  but  you.  K  we  raise  grain, 
we  have  no  market  for  it.  There  is  nothing 
we  can  seU  but  the  things  we  have  here ;  ^^  and 
be  told  by  the  merchant,  "  True ;  your  hemp 
is  water-rotted  and  strong ;  vour  iron  is  tough, 
and  good  for  cannon  and  ancmors  and  shipbolts; 
but  it  is  all  country  make.  And,  friends,  you 
don^t  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — ^it  is  only  when  you  come  in  the 
capacity  of  purchasers  that  we  can  deal  with 
you.  We  employ  the  workmen  and  farmers 
of  England,  Wales,  and  Russia,  and  we  think, 
in  the  long  run,  we  can  save  something  to  our- 
selves by  it.  Ton  have  never  read  Adam 
Smith.  Every  man  for  himself^  is  the  only 
thing  for  the  eoimtry.  Here  it  is  in  the  book. 
In  tms  way  we  enrich  ourselves,  as  we  know ; 
and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the  book 
shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone,  until  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  powers  of  Europe,  or 
any  one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so 
much  interest  in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes, 
and  do  the  fighting  for  itV  Surely  no  mann- 
factoring  or  agricultural  man,  in  that  war  for 
commerce,  could  have  been  slave  and  fool 
enough  to  contend  in  the  cause,  had  he  im- 
aging that  there  was  no  oommnnity  of  in- 
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terests  in  this  nation;  no  advantage  by  com- 
merce but  to  the  merchant ;  no  helping  of  each 
other ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,  what  has  since 
actually  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  proftision 
of  money  and  of  blood,  shonld,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handfnl  of  mer- 
chants, produce,  after  all,  nothing  bnt  prosperity 
to  foreign  nations,  and  chiefly  to  Great  Britain, 
with  whom  we  contended,  and  nothing  bnt 
destrnction  and  death  to  three-fourths  of  the 
agricultural,  grain-raising,  and  mltnnfactnring 
interests  of  onr  own  country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  to.  It  is  that  which 
is  employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  onr 
consumption,  those  common  necessaries  of  life 
which  we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass, 
iron,  hemp,  and  at  least  one-half  onr  present 
supply  of  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods. 
And  here  arises  a  dispute  with  the  advocates 
of  commerce.  We  say  we  are  beggared  and 
undone  by  these  importations — ^that  the  nations 
which  send  them  to  us  will  not  take  in  return 
any  thing  we  have  to  spare.  We  say,  that,  to 
make  all  these  things  at  home,  will  take  nothmg 
from  US  but  grain  and  things  which  we  at 
present  know  not  what  to  do  with ;  while  we 
are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them  from 
foreigners.  The  men  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of 
their  perquisites.  They  claim  it  aa  a  right, 
not,  as  they  say,  altogether  for  their  own  profit, 
but  because  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  and  the  Navy  in  a  great  measure  de- 
pend upon  it.  Now  examine  the  case,  and  see 
if  this  trade  of  importation  of  goods  ought  to 
be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchant,  or 
for  any  other  purpose.  First,  the  very  freight, 
the  benefit  so  mudi  talked  of^  is  not  confined 
exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to  our  own 
ships.  About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh  of  the 
importations  which  such  a  clamor  is  made 
about  the  profits  of,  are  by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.  In  times 
of  war  with  any  naval  power,  even  that  miser- 
able advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go, 
almost  entirely,  with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to 
foreigners.  Even  if  it  could  be  secured  entirely 
to  our  own  merchants,  it  would  be  no  sort  of 
indemnity  for  the  evils  of  the  trade.  Observe, 
I  speak  only  of  those  things  which  we  may 
have  made  at  home,  of  our  own  materials. 
But,  if  made  at  home,  there  is  no  freight  or 
profit  to  the  importer.  He  seems  to  think  it 
very  reasonable  that  we  should  agree  to  pay 
one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in  order  tnat 
he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  dollars,  or  fifteen. 
On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  has 
been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  know,  denied, 
that  more  than  half  of  dl  the  importations  of 
manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreigners 
themselves,  directly  on  their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  themselves  or  their  agents. 
From  that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm 
about  the  trade  and  the  Navy  of  the  country 


may  be  understood.    80  &r  from  agrccngte 
the  naval  power  of  the  country  depends  ipa 
the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  prefem 
to  the  domestic,  I  contend  that  all  ve  kv 
about  the  destruction  of  trade  and  tlie  Kny, 
by   checking  the  importation  of  diy  gooJi 
means  nothing  more  than  the  dimtniAhig  fb 
profits  of  the  importer.    Are  we  to  bdie?e  tbK 
these   merchants   are    seriously  apprdiafin 
only  for  navigation  and  the  navy?  W,b, 
it  has  been  during  this  very  session  of  Ooi^ 
that  the  deplorable  case  of  our  ^penotaB 
whale  fishery  has  been  presented  to  «9;  lb 
noblest  nursery  and  school  of  the  noblest  » 
men  perhaps  on  the  ^obe,  compriafig.  ti; 
years   ago,   142  ships,   and  8,100  BesmeiHi 
quantity  of  tonnage  double  or  thrioe  tint » 
ployed  in  the  trade  of  importing  all  the  iroob 
and  linen  goods,  and  cutlery,  and  b«n|i,  ai 
lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  n  ^ 
from  Europe ;  and  a  body  of  men  perbspiecB- 
bining  a  greater  mass  of  nautical  ^3k  bs^ 
hood  of  body  and  mind,  devotion  to  eooitrf, 
discipline,  self-command,  and  obedience,  ^ 
was  brought  into  action  on  both  sde^intb 
battle  of  die  Nile— all  now  dwindling,  peri^ 
ing,  on  the  point  of  extinction.    But  has  ^ 
one  ever  heard  of  any  Chamber  of  QaaaasOL 
or  any  merchants,  or  any  of  fhdr  adTOcais^ 
interfering  with  us,  or  anywhere  else,  in  few 
of  this  perishing  whale-fishery?— ther,  *b 
can  snufT  danger  a  mile  ofiT,  to  the  navr  fld  » 
the  navigation,  when  it  threatens  to  sttf  tk 
importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  or  a  hobiuE: 
and  who,  almost  before  t^e  bill  for  the  p?^ 
tion  of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed. « 
here  with  their  remonstrances.    I  oonp^ 
not  of  the  merchants.    They  wish  n*  to  fe- 
port  the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  na^ 
them  at  home.    They  are  right;  for,  ty  i^ 
they  gain  their  freight  and  profit   They  iiA 
to  go  for  for  our  supply,  and  they  are  i^ 
for  the  fjEirther  they  go,  the  less  chance  li* 
is  of  competition,  and  tiie  greater  tte  chaiw* 
profit    Hence,  all  that  outcry,  some  yeas  Ig 
against  the  protection  of  domestic  cotioifi.  «| 
the  exclusion  of  cheap  muslins  from  ^^ 
Indies.    I  repeat  it,  tiie  merchants  a«  i^ 
They  act  just  as   Providence  intended  wl 
should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own  int^ 
and  adhering  to  that  solely.  They  were  a«^ 
for  this  purpose,  and  all  very  good.  lh«*.* 
no  possible  harm  in  it ;  because  Prondciw* 
tended  jalso  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  had  la* 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  tbenw^ 
and,  when  they  are  the  immense  majority  J^J 
nation,  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  madet*? 
gars  in  order  to  make  nobles  of  a  ^^J"*" 
chants ;  not  sufiTer  all  their  resources  to  w^* 
hausted  in  paying  for  foreign  goods,  th«t  ^ 
merchant  may  be  enridied  by  the  proS*  * 
transporting  them.  ,  ^ 

I  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  ^^ 
this  charge  of  hostility  to  commerce;  tfleJ«» 
not  solidity  enough  in  it  for  a  <»nP*?*T 
from  the  wharves  of  a  dly.    To  tsb^  ^ 
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lecessaries  of  life,  which  may  be  produced  at 
lome,  is  not  commerce ;  it  is  the  worst  abuse 
>f  commerce ;  it  is  to  be  tbe  victim  of  com- 
nerce.  We  declare  ourselves  to  be  the  fiiends 
)f  commerce,  when  we  profess  ourselves  the 
Hends  of  industry  on  shore;  they  may  con- 
sist together — indeed  they  may  stand  better 
x)gether.  We  are  not  bound  to  choose  between 
hem ;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the  land 
s  our  home,  and  not  the  sea.  I  should  say 
hat  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  indus- 
37  can  of  themselves  create  commerce.  With- 
mt  them  commerce  is  precarious;  liable  to 
x)tal  destruction  in  the  first  war  with  any  first, 
tecond,  or  third-rate  naval  power  of  Europe, 
n^ith  them  commerce  is  imperishable.  Sink 
)very  ship,  public  and  private,  in  the  ocean — 
vith  domestic  industrv,  and  freedom  from  for- 
dgn  tribute,  we  can  be  able,  in  less  than  five 
rears^  time,  to  replace  them  all.  But  why  rely* 
>n  argument?  I  repeat  it,  we  have  experience 
o  go  by,  and  the  actual  fact  that  every  com- 
nercial  nation  in  Europe,  without  exception, 
s  prosperous  exactly  in  proportion  to  the 
rigilance  with  which  it  protects  its  own  manu- 
acturing  industry,  by  excluding  the  foreign, 
ind  puts  down  this  spurious,  pernicious  com- 
nerce  of  importation  of  manufactured  goods. 
\s  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  first  com- 
nercial  country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
hat  not  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is 
[apposed  to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and 
ler  commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  been  her 
dm  for  ages  to  promote.  If  any  interest  pre- 
lominates  in  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial 
nterest.  Tet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no 
employment  or  encouragement  of  shipping  or 
teamen,  no  argument  of  the  political  economists, 
las  ever  induced  her  for  one  day,  since  her 
laval  ascendency,  to  permit  the  importation  of 
iny  article  for  aomestic  use  whicn  domestic 
ndostry  could  possibly  be  made  to  produce. 
France,  probably  the  second  naval  power  of 
Surope,  follows  the  same  policy  with  the  same 
uccess.  So  other  countries;  and  from  their 
txamplesL  and  from  the  contrary  examples  of 
reak  and  miserable  nationi,  we  may  learn  and 
nay  know,  that  to  employ  commerce  to  snper- 
ede  home  manufacture,  by  the  importation  of 
oreiffn  goods,  is  ultimately  as  destructive  to  the 
laval  power  as  it  is  to  the  domestic  industry 
f  a  country. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
iomestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue. 
Ve  admit  that  otir  present  revenue  is  derived 
hiefiy  from  the  duties  on  importations.  Yet 
trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side, 
hat  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  not 
be  only  means  of  reusing  the  revenue.  And 
arther,  I  trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while 
be  nation  exists,  and  while  our  people  are 
realthy  and  prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a 
rant  of  revenue  to  support  the  credit  or  de- 
Knoe  of  the  country.  There  must  be  taxes, 
lie  question  is  only  as  to  the  preferable  mode 
f  taxation.    The  tax  on  imported  manufactures  1 


is  paid  by  the  people,  the  consumers.    It  ia 
said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and  therefore  paid 
willingly.    Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid  willingly.    I 
deny  that  it  is  paid  ignorantly.    Now,  then, 
let  us  in  a  few  words,  with  an  eye  constantly 
to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  soundness 
of  this  policy,  which  is  contended  for  wil^  such 
gravity  by  some,  and  with  such  heat  by  others, 
of  importing,  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  manufac- 
tures from  abroad  which  we  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing at  home.    For  that  portion  of  wooilen 
and  cotton  goods,  hempen  and  lineD  goods,  iron, 
hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  Leghorn  hats,  now  im- 
ported from  abroad,  and  which  will  .be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if 
this  bill  becomes  a  law,  we  now  pay  to  for- 
eigners, say  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
These  articles,  on  their  importation,  afford,  on 
the  average,  to  the  revenue,  a  tax,  say  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.    This  tax  is  paid  by  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers  of  the 
goods.    It  amounts  to  $2,500,000 ;  which  sum 
goes  into  the  public  treasury.     Clearly,  the 
peo|>le  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  tax, 
but  in  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the   articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars 
original  purchase   money.     They  must  pay, 
also,  the   importer's   profits,  the   merchant's 
profits,  the  freight,  the  insurance — ^not,  prob- 
ably, less,  altogether,   than   twenty-five   per 
cent  on  the  $12,600,000.    So  that,  in  advanc- 
ing to  the  public  treasury  the  sum  of  $3,600,000, 
our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sum  of  $16,626,000 ; 
ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sum,  as  far  aa 
respects  ourselves,  might  as  well  be  sunk  in  the 
ocean — ^perhaps  better — ^for  it  goes,  perhaps,  to 
rivals ;  perhaps  to  enemies.    At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment 
to  the  support  of  his  Government,  for  every 
one  doUar  he  pays  to  his  own  country,  has 
four  dollars  to  pay  to  foreign  industry.    But, 
worse  than  any  thing  yet  mentioned  in  this 
mode  of  raising  revenue,  is  the  circumstance 
that,  with  respect  to  the  greatest  proportion  of 
the  people,  who  pay  this  $16,626,000,  in  order 
to  place  $8,600,000  in  the  treasury,  so  far  are 
they  from  getting  the  slightest  incidental  ad- 
vantage from:  this  mode  of  supporting  their 
Government,  that,  by  it,  they  only  drive  their 
neighbors,  the  manufacturers,  into  idleness  and 
beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of  the  onl^ 
possible  market  they  can  have  for  their  agn- 
cultural  productions.     And  this  is  the  veiy 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of    Sir,  if 
there  is,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical 
blindness,  as  to  prefer  to  pay  their  taxes  in 
this  way,  I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  0am- 
BBELBNo,)  in  opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  "  Do 
yon  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in 
the  South  ?"  As  if  the  probability,  or  even  the 
possibility  of  war,  was  not  of  itself  the  strong- 
est reason ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was 
not  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  encoar- 
agement  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  de- 
pendence upon  our  own  industry.     Whether 
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we  legard  the  reyenue  necessary  for  carrying 
on  war,  and  the  inoonvenience  and  danger  of 
stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is  most  wanted,  or 
any  other  of  the  resonrces  demanded  for  car- 
rying it  on ;  or  tiie  loss  and  confusion  which  at- 
tends the  sudden  interruption  of  our  usual  sup- 
ply of  manufactures, — ^it  is  very  dear  that  do- 
mestic industry  is  more  wanted  for  war  than 

for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  heen  al- 
ready discussed,  I  shall  advert  to  very  hriefly. 
It  is  said  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  he  pecu- 
liarly iigurious  to  those  portions  of  the  country 
whose  staple  artide  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  it  has  been  asserted  (and  though 
denied,  the  denial  has  not  been  supported  by  fact 
or  argument  or  probability)  that  the  protection 
allowed  by  this  bill,  to  the  different  interests 
comprehended  in  it,  is  not  so  high  nor  so  com- 
plete, generally,  as  the  protection  by  the  ex- 
isting law  to  the  cotton  grower  of  a  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound  on  tiie  imported  article. 
And  further,  it  has  been  said  with  great  truth, 
that  no  article  better  deserves  to  be  protected ; 
and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our  agricultural 
industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of  our  manu- 
facturing industry,  tiat  requires  a  larger  pro- 
tection. The  consumption  of  cotton  in  our 
country  is  at  present  immense.  With  a  due 
encouragement  of  our  own  manufactures,  it 
must  be  next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufac- 
tures must  afford  a  certain  market — ^it  ought  to 
be  the  greatest  market — ^it  will  be  the  greatest 
market. 

I  speak  the  opinions  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say 
ttiat,  with  what  is  called  free  trade,  our  culti- 
vators of  cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  na- 
tions ;  and  their  reasons  appear  conclusive ;  that 
it  is  an  artide  which,  in  some  other  countries, 
has  but  lately  began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the 
greatest  success ;  and  that  nearly  all  countries 
where  it  is  raised,  are  possessed  of  advantages 
in  almost  every  respect  superior  to  ours ;  t£at 
they  have  generally  a  better  soil;  that  the 
greater  rigor  of  our  climate  in  winter,  makes 
the  clothing  of  slaves  in  our  countiy  much 
more  expensive — ^while  the  greater  lenity  with 
which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  oaour  manners,  makes  their  labor  less 
profitable  to  the  master.  So  that  all  parts  of 
our  country,  those  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  to 
owe  the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If 
protection  is  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those  pro- 
tected, that  tax  is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  cotton  grower :  rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an 
increase  shidl  be  required  to  effect  the  full  pur- 
pose, I  am  for  increasing  it  But  I  am  not  for 
stopping  there,  but  for  giving,  upon  the  same 
principles,  a  just  and  equal  protection  to  do- 
mestic industry  wherever  else  it  may  be  wanted, 
80  as  to  secure  at  least  our  own  markets  for  the 
productions  of  our  own  country. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 


Yeas.— Messrs.  AkxAador  of  Tupa^  AMrf 
Tennessee,  Archer,  B&ylies,  P.  P.  Baiboor,  J.  S.  Be- 
hour,    Bardett,  Bassett,   Blair,   Brent,  Bodai, 
Bnckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Csmhrdeog,  Cs^rf 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobh,  Coeke.  0* 
tier,  Crowninshidd,  Culpcper,  Cudmsn,  Coftirt, 
Day,  Dwmdl,  Edwarfs  of  North  CaroJiM,  FinA; 
Floyd,   Forsyth,  Fnwfc,   Fuller,  Garrison,  to^ 
GatUn,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurky,  Hall,  HaniiUaa,Hani; 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hoiiitan,!*^ 
Kent,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  lineofai,  Inia^ 
Locke,  Long,  LongfeUow,  McCoy,  McDrfi^  IfcSa 
McKim,  Mangom,  Matson,  Mercer,  MoGntfis* 
bama,    Neale,    Nelson,    Newton,   O'Bwa,  Oi^ 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,   Pransett,  RaW, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Ei?tt,  Ssaata 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur   Sniith,  Alexsuder  ^ 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spencje,  Standefe,  A.*- 
venson,  J.  Stephenson,  TattnaB,  Thompswirf  Wflfl^ 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  (^poHb,  Tea 
of  North   CaroUna,   Warfield,  Webster,  Vi*J 
Wifliams  of  New  York,  WiUiams  of  Vfagiffli,  » 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  S.  Csidi*-* 
Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Aflen  of  Ms«^ 
Allison,  Barber  of  ConDecticnt,  Baid^,  B« 
Bmdley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cady,  CampheflrfOfej* 
sedy,  Claik,  CoUms,  Cook,  Crafts,  Oa%  W 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennijln^ 
lis,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Conxtecticnt,  Forw»d,&g 
Hayden,  Hemphill,   Heniy,   Herkimer,  l^o^ 
Holcomhe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Yiipnis,  J.TjJ 
son,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawreooe,  I« 
Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,   McArfmr,  MeMJ 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  »^ 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Ifete*^ 
ler,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitc*enrfM«7» 
Moigan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  ^f^ 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  PennsyWania,  Prinee,  ftefa,  Jgw 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Shaipe,  Sloane,  Stofhift  *« 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Ta^i^T»i?» 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimb^  TW« 
Vanoe  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyek,^ 
Wayne,    Whipple,    Whitman,    Whitdtf«j,  IJJ 
James  Wilson,  Heniy  Wilson,  Wilson  of  ON  ** 
Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 


So  the  Honse  concurred  with  the^ 
of  the  Whole,  in  redncing  the  miDm©* 
woollens  from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  a^oumed. 


Thubsday,  April  8. 

A  new  memher,  to  ^V^P^I^S^ 
in  place  of  William  Lee  BaU,  (rfVy^JT 
ceased,  appeared,  was  qualified,  anfl  w» 
seat. 


The  Tariff. 


id^ 


The  question  was  taken  o^,-r;r';in* 
second  amendment,  and  decided  m  tfie !»» 
tive  without  a  division.  ^'Jand- 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ^^ 
ment,  which  is,  to  strike  out  ^^^^^^^rs 
ing  types"  from  the  class  of  twent^^jj 
celt.  jSlvalorem  duties.    ThisamendmeBt'^ 

agreed  to.  .  -^^  ji 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  w  ^^^ 
the  eighty-seventh  line,  the  foUoiriDg: 
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ograin  carpets  or  oarpeting,  twenty-five  cents 
»er  square  yard.'' 

The  fifUi  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  ''  on 
ll-dloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil-cloths  of  every 
eflcription,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
alorem/' 

TVith  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads 
B  follows : 

'*  On  BmsaeU,  Yenetiaii*  Tinkey,  and  Wilton  car- 
et and  carpetiiig^  fiAy  cents  per  aqnare  yard ;  on 
Q.  ingrmin  carpets  or  caipeting,  twenty-five  cents 
or  square  yard.  On  all  other  £inds  of  carpets  and 
arpeting  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  cotton»  or  parts  of 
Itner,  twenty  cents  per  aqnare  yard;  on  oil  doth 
■rpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a 
aty  of  Siirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Both  these  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the 
rst  without  a  division,  and  the  latter  hy  a  vote 
f  ayes  99,  noes  72. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  House's 
greeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
V  hole  in  that  amendment  of  tiie  bill  which  re- 
noes  the  minimum  on  woollen  goods  from 
i^ty  to  forty  cents  the  square  yard — 

Jfr.  MoDumx,  of  South  Carolii^a,  rose  and 
elivered  his  sentiments,  at  length,  in  favor  of 
greeing. 

Mr.  OuTHBSBT,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Livikq- 
rosr,  of  Louiuana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  wss  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
XTVBMOBX  of  New  Hampshire,  McLaiib  of 
Delaware,  and  Tod  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opnosi- 
Lon  to  agr^u^g  with  the  committee ;  ana  by 
[essrs.  LivnresTON  of  Louisiana,  Websteb  of 
[assaohusetts,  Cobb  of  G^rgia,  Mbbosb  of 
f  Virginia,  RAJn>OLPfl  of  Virginia,  and  P.  P. 
tABBOUB  of  Virginia,  in  favor.. 

Mr.  Bahdolph  expressed  his  surprise  that 
16  votaries  of  humanity — ^persons  who  could 
ot  sleep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the 
ery  existence  of  negro  slavery— should  perrist 
I  presang  a  measure,  the  effect  of  which  wss 

>  aggravate  the  miseiy  of  that  unhappy  condi- 
on,  whether  viewed  in  reference  to  we  slave 
r  to  his  master — ^if  he  were  a  man  possessing 
fljngle  flpark  of  humanity— for,  what  could  be 
lore  pitiable  than  the  situation  of  a  man  who 
ad.  every  desire  to  clothe  his  negroes  oomfort- 
tdr,  but  who  was  absolutely  prohibited  from 

>  doing  by  legislative  enactment?  He  hoped 
lat  none  of  uiose  who  wished  to  enhance  to 
le  i>oor  slave  (or,  what  wss  the  ssme  things 

>  bis  master)  the  price  of  his  annuel  blanket, 
ad  of  his  sordid  suit  of  coarse,  but  to  him 
smfortable  woollen  doth,  would  ever  travel 
irongh  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out  the 
tkedness,  if  not  of  the  Isnd,  of  tiie  cultivators 
r  the  soiL  It  was  notorious  that  the  profits  of 
aTO  labor  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  on  the 
Bcrease,  and  that,  on  a^Gur  average,  it  scarcely 
limborsed  the  expense  of  the  slave,  indnding 
le  helpless  ones  whether  from  infsncy  or  age. 
he  words  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Oonvention 
r  Virginia,  still  rung  in  his  ears :  "They  may 
borate  every  one  of  your  slaves.    The  Oon- 
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gress  possess  the  power  and  will  exercise  if 
rTow,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consumma- 
tion, so  devoutiy  wished  by  many,  is  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  yet  still  fiurther  diminish  the 
pittance  which  their  labor  yidds  to  their  unfor- 
tunate masters.  To  produce  such  a  state  of 
things  as  will  insure,  in  case  the  slave  shall  not 
elope  fh>m  his  master — ^his  master  will  run 
away  from  him.  Sir,  the  blindness,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me — ^I  hope  gentiemen  will  pardon  the 
expression — ^with  wMch  a  certain  quarter  of 
this  country — I  allude  particularly  to  the  sea- 
board of  South  Oarolina  and  Georgia — has  lent 
its  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government  on  points — ^to  say  the  least,  of 
doubtftd  construction — fills  me  with  astonish- 
ment and  dismay.  And  I  look  forward,  almost 
without  a  ray  oSt  hope,  to  the  time  which  the 
next  census,  or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will 
assuredly  bring  forth — ^when  this  work  of  de- 
struction and  devastation  is  to  commence  in 
the  abused  name  of  humanity  and  religion — 
and  when  the  imploring  eyes  of  some  will  be, 
as  now,  turned  towards  another  body,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  it  may  arrest  the  evil  and  stay 
theplagne. 

The  question  was  finally  tsken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimum  to 
forty  cents— yeas  101,  nays  104. 

And  then  tiie  House  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  April  9. 
The  Ibriff  Bin 

Mr.  Budianan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  dedgn  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  prindples  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  House.  Although  I  am 
ftilly  prepared  to  do  so,  yet  time  has  become 
so  predous,  and  so  much  has  already  been  said 
upon  the  snljeot^  that  I  have  abandoned  any 
such  intention. 

I  will,  howevsr,  take  the  Uberty  of  asking  the 
oonmuttee  to  attend  to  some  observations 
which  I  shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Wxbstxb)  whidi  relate  to  hemp 
and  iron.  The  reasons  which  that  gentieman 
urged,  with  great  ability  and  zeal,  against  an 
additional  duty  upon  these  artides,  were,  that 
much  ii^ury  would  result  frran  it  to  the  mann- 
finoture  of  uups  and  to  the  navigation  of  the 
oonntnr.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he 
alleged  that  our  navigation  had  beep  left  de- 
pendent upon  its  own  resources^  without  any 
Srotection  from  Government;  that  it  was  in  a 
epresBed  and  declining  condition ;  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  that  it  was  hardy  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water;  and  that  tiie  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear  upon  it)  by  the 
additional  imposts  on  hemp  and  iron,  might 
destroy  it,  or,  to  repeat  the  genUeman's  words, 
might  be  the  last  ounce  which  would  break 
the  oamd's  back.    As  a  oonaeqnenoe  from  all 


788 


ABBIDOMENT  OF   THE 


H.QrB.] 


The  Tariff  BiO. 


{Jatn^WL 


these  obserradong,  he  inferred  that  the  ISsvj 
was  in  danger  of  destrnction. 

In  opposition  to  this  argoment^  I  trust  I 
shall  be  able  to  show,  oondnsiyely,  that  no 
branches  of  .domestic  industry  have  ever  been 
cherished  by  the  legislation  of  this  country 
with  as  much  care  as  those  of  ship-building 
and  navigation;  that  both  these  branches, 
although  they  have  suffered  in  the  general 
depression  of  the  country,  are  now  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  any  other  portion 
of  domestic  industry ;  and  that  they  are  per- 
fectly able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  even  if  it  should  amount  to 
what  the  gentleman  supposes.  If,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  can  establish  these  positions,  it  will  result  as 
a  necessary  inference,  that  our  Navy  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, when  they  came  to  legislate  upon  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  country,  were  not 
guided  by  the  principles  which  we  have  so 
often  heard  reiterated  m  this  Hall.  They  did 
not  belong  to  that  school  of  politicians  whose 
principal  dogmas  arei  ^^Let  trade  regulate 
itself;^'  "Let  not  l^g:i8fation  attempt  to  divert 
industry  or  capital  from  the  channels  in  which 
they  are  flowing  into  other  branches.^'  On  the 
contrary,  they  believed  that  the  manufacture  of 
ships,  and  ihexr  navigation,  were  interests 
which  required  legislative  protection,  and  they 
afforded  it  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  July, 
1789,  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was 
afterwards  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July, 
1790  ;  which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance 
the  same  provisions.  Whilst  these  acts  declare 
that  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
arriving  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a 
duty  of  only  six  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry, 
they  enact  that  all  otiier  ships  or  vessels  shall 
nay  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  except  those 
built  within  the  United  States  and  belonging 
to  foreigners,  which  shall  pay  thirty  cents  per 
ton.  The  legislative  protection  afforded  by 
these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our  tonnage 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in  the 
fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  character. 
Whilst  ships  pr  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  these  pursuits,  paid  a  duty  of  but 
fix  cents  per  ton,  in  each  year,  those  "  not  of 
the  United  States"  paid  fifty  cents  per  tonapon 
eaeh  entry. 

In  addition  to  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the 
act  of  the  10th  August,  1790,  added  10  per 
cent,  to  the  rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect 
to  aJI  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  which 
chall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States." 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  effect  of  this 
legislative  protection  upon  our  tonnage  and 


navigation?  Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.8Rk 
answer  this  question.  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  la  Tk 
declares  that — 

*'  These  extra  chaigee  oa  tibe  ntTJ^itks  d 
commeroe  of  foreign  natiooB  were  sofficicsit  te  im 
from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportioo  of  ^  fidp 
tonnage.  All  foreiga  nations  were  ifisdid^a 
system  we  had  adopted  in  &vor  of  thedup-e«sBi 
the  United  States  The  dxmimition  of  tiis  lef 
tonnage  employed  in  onr  ibade  was,  vitii  njk 
ezoeptionSy  rapid,  reg^olar,  and  peixniiaeBl' 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  his  StatistJcal  Anm^te 
the  same  testimony.     He  states  that— 

«^  Onr  discriminatioDs  operated  powdfi^afiB 
of  onr  shipping.  Vessels  not  of  die  Unhsd  Soatf 
200  tons  burden,  on  entering  oar  ports,  psidiStfr 
nagednty,  andforacaigo  of  tfaeTslne  oTjEiMi? 
pud  £15,  extra  duty,  moze  than  did  thtiaki 
the  United  States,  of  Ihe  same  tumage,  sidysi 
aforesaid.  These  extra  ^ohazges  were  icioesk 
drive  from  onr  ports,  the  greatest  propattka  i  i 
foreign  tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  wereiftii 
by  the  system  we  had  adopted ;  it  seemed  to  cfi^ 
lOce  magic  in  fayor  of  the  ship-owners  in  &  I!a> 
States.  The  diminntion  of  tiie  foreign  taaa^*^ 
ployed  in  onr  trade  was,  with  Teiy  few  aa^ 
rapid,  regular,  and  permanent." 

I  will  fi^eely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  E,  tbs^ 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  coii£tks,i[ 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  por^  dit 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  asasted^ 
discriminating  duties  in  prodadng  thor  ffiB 
upon  our  nayigatlon,  with  such  astoesM 
rapidity.  Dr.  Seybert  states,  that  **!&  IS 
our  shipping  was  not  sufficient  ^  the  afr 
portation  of  the  domestic  produce  of  theStf^ 
one-third  of  that  which  was  then  eiD{^J^  j* 
that  purpose  belonged  to  foreigner  ;^  tf^^t 
^^  in  1793,  our  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  «f 
olJier  nation,  except  Great  Britain.'* 

These  discriminatiiig  duties,  and  the  ^ 
ampled  increase  of  our  tonnage,  ^^^''^^^j^ 
Government  of  Great  Britain.  They  4«* 
the  rapid  progress  of  our  naTigation,  and  ^ 
it  a  primary  object  to  check  its  sapsess^ 
For  this  pxurpose,  they  proposed,  in  fi*  J* 
1791,  "that  British  shlpa  trading  to  ti«p«J 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  there  tn0 
with  respect  to  the  duties  of  tonnage  la^^. 
post,  in  Uke  manner  as  ships  of  v»  ^^ 
States  should  be  treated  in  the  ports  d  ^ 
Britain."  By  this  means,  they  expec»J 
crush  our  nayigation  in  its  infancy.  Th?^ 
knew,  if  they  could  persuade  our  Govasa* 
to  cast  it,  at  that  period  of  its  existefio^jg 
the  ocean,  without  protection,  ib^y  *^ 
obtain  what  they  so  ardenUy  deare^-^J 
nopoly  of  our  trade.  They  were  ooarai* 
that  our  navigation  could  not  then  ea^ 
competition  with  the  long-established  iW 
tion  of  Great  Britain.  -^ 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thank*  beton^ 
idence,  did  not  act  upon  the  modem  ^"^^^ 
doctrines  of  political  economy.    Thev  '**^. 
accept  this  offer  of  a  redprocity  of  tw  <^ 
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nreea  the  two  oonntriea,  which  Oreat  Britain 
ad  made.  They  did  not  adopt  the  principle, 
bat  trade  should  regulate  itself.  No,  Mr. 
•peaker,  they  cherished  and  nourished  oar  navi- 
ation  in  its  infancy,  by  protecting  daties ;  and, 
1  ^ia  manner,  infused  into  it  such  energy  and 
igor,*  that  it  can  now  fearlessly  go  forth,  and, 
pon  equal  terms,  challenge  competition  with 
be  world.  The  same  kind  of  protection  will 
roduce  the  same  effect  upon  the  manu&ctories 
rhioh  this  bill  proposes  to  encourage. 

Dr.  Seybert  mforms  us,  that  these  discrimi- 
tating  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed 
he  British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That 
ras  a  most  fitvorable  omen.    In  this  particular, 

can  congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present 
dU  that  they  are  equally  fortunate.  Every 
British  merchant,  every  British  agent,  and  every 
"ender  of  British  goods,  withm  tiie  United 
Itates,  have  taken  the  alarm.  Should  tliis  bill 
«S8,  tiiey  know  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant, 
rhen  they  shall  cease  to  drain  from  us  our 
wealth,  and  to  enrich  themselves  and  the  Brit- 
sh  manufiacturers,  at  our  expense.  * 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
isct  of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the 
breign  tonnage  of  the  United  States.  Their 
operation  upon  that  employed  in  the  coasting 
rade  was  still  more  decisive.  In  this  trade,  the 
royages  from  port  to  port  in  the  United  States 
>eing,  comparatively  speaking,  but  ahorty  tiie 
»urden  of  fifty  cents  per  ton.  upon  every  entry, 
mpoeed  upon  foreign  vessels,  was  so  onerous, 
hat,  in  its  effect^  it  soon  amounted  to  an  abso- 
ute  prohibition.  In  this  manner  our  own  navi- 
;ation  was  virtually  put  in  the  exclusive  poe- 
ession  of  that  important  branch  of  our  com- 
nerce^  long  before  the  act  of  1817  decliured 
*That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
w  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  thereof^ 
irom  one  port  of  the  United  States  to  another 
>ort  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  belonging 
rholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign 
K)wer." 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  these  acts  of 
}ongress  went  much  further  in  protecting  our 
lavigation  against  foreign  competition,  than  the 
^iU  now  before. the  House  contemplate  going, 
Q  regard  to  any  branch  of  our  agriculture  or 
oanufactures.  And  yet  the  representatives  of 
he  navigating  interests  of  this  House,  not  only 
iomplain  that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon 
fcs  own  resources,  without  any  protection  from 
xovemment ;  but  they  are  the  first  and  loudest 
n  resLsting  the  moderate  encouragement  which 
his  bill  proposes  to  other  branches  of  domestic 
ndustry.  Is  this  grateful  ?  Is  it  generous  f  Is 
tjust? 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
how  in  what  manner  the  acts  of  Congees,  to 
rhich  I  have  referred,  gave  our  ship-builders 
iTotection.  It  will  be  found  that  the  statesmen, 
nr  whom  they  were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea 
n  the  importance  of  encouraging  the  manufao- 
ure  of  ships ;  and,  I  trust,  those  of  the  present 
by  are  not  so  degenerate,  that  they  need  to  be 


reminded  of  it  by  the  toasts  of  a  Prime  Minister 
of  England,  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Webstbb)  nas  thought  fit  to  re- 
peat for  our  edification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  in  their  operation  to 
*^  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States."  To 
oonstitute  *'  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Statea," 
it  is  necessary  not  only  that  it  should  be  owned 
by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof^  but  that  it  should 
have  been  built  within  the  same.  This  is  a 
general  rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  ex- 
ceptions— the  one  in  &vor  of  vessels  captured 
by  our  citizens  from  the  enemf  ,  and  decliu«d  to 
be  lawful  prize,  and  the  other  of  vessels  oon- 
denmed  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws.  There 
never  was  a  time  in  the  histoiy  of  the  United 
States  when  an  American  merdiant  could  pur- 
chase from  a  foreign  ship-builder  a  vessel  hvali 
in  a  foreign  countiy,  and  have  her  so  naturalized 
under  our  laws  as  .to  free  her  from  the  impo- 
sition of  these  discriminating  duties.  Of  con- 
sequence, the  domestic  manufacture  of  ships 
was  as  completely  protected  by  these  regulations 
against  foreign  competition  as  was  our  naviga- 
tion. The  ship-buuder  and  navigator  moved 
hand  in  hand.  The  same  encouragement  was 
afforded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  attended 
that  encouragement.  We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture  ships  much  cheaper,  as  I  shall 
show  hereafter,  than  they  can  in  Great  Britain. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-buOdine  and  navigation,  had  the  same 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  i^tion  to  these 
important  interests,  which  gentiemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manufactures. 
England,  our  great  rival,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skill.  It  was  both  her 
interest  and  her  inclination  to  overwhelm  our 
rising  navigation.  The  struggle  would  have 
been  between  the  vigor  of  manhood  and  the 
feebleness  of  infimcy.  Our  navigation,  without 
protection,  must  have  been  crushed.  It  then 
stood  in  the  same  relation  to  British  navigation, 
that  our  infant  manufactures  do  at  present  to- 
wards the  long  existing  establishments  of  aidmi- 
lar  nature  in  Great  Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigat- 
ing interests  have  used  against  this  bill,  might 
have  been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discrimip 
nating  duties  for  their  protection.  The  agricul- 
turists, who  had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a 
foreign  market,  might  have  argued  that,  if  frei^t 
could  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  Eng- 
lish than  in  an  American  vessel,  they  had  a 
right  to  this  advantage ;  that  these  discriminat- 
ing duties  were  bounties,  paid  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  to  the  navigating  interest,  and, 
therefore,  they  should  not  be  imposed.  The 
shipping-merchants  might  have  said.  Let  us 
buy  where  we  can  buv  the  cheapest,  and  sell 
where  we  can  sell  the  dearest.  If  it  be  for  our 
advantage,  permit  us,  without  the  payment  of 
discriminating  duties,  to  purchase  our  ships  in 
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foreign  countries.  Groyenunent  should  not,  by 
leg^ation,  divert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  eOiip-bailding  and  navigation.  Whenever 
it  shaU  be  for  the  interest  of  individnalB  to  em- 
ploy it  in  this  numner,  it  will  be  so  employed ; 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  the  inter- 
est of  the  nation. 

The  trae  answer  to  all  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  been  niiged  against 
onr  discriminating  dnties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  present  bill,  lis.  that  a  wise  nation, 
like  a  wise  individual,  should  be  willing  to  suffer 
a  trifling  temporary  inconvenience  in  tiie  be- 
ginning, that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent 
■good  in  the  end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish 
tiioae  domestic  manufactures  only:  which  are 
congenial  to  your  country,  and  of  which  you 
possess  the  raw  material  in  abundance ;  if^  in 
their  infancy,  you  shield  them,  by  protecting 
duties,  against  destruction  from  foreign  compe- 
tition and  foreign  capital ;  although,  for  a  short 
time,  the  price  may  be  enhanced  to  the  con- 
sumer, yet)  before  long,  it  will  be  reduced  below 
that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our  experience  with 
respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods  completely  Justi- 
fies this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these.  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  would  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  for- 
tification or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not 
the  woollen  and  the  cotton  manufrustures  neces- 
sary to  our  independence  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectiy 
independent,  without  clothing  for  its  peoole, 
without  iron,  and  without  hemp  f  Is  it  eitner 
patriotic  or  wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence 
upon  foreign  nations,  when  we  possess  them  in 
abundance  within  ourselveef 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
all  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon 
us,  and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  ag- 
grandizement, we  shall  experience  no  difSculty 
in  obtaining  supplies.  But^  let  the  clouds  of 
war  lower  over  onr  heads,  let  the  nation  be  de- 
prived of  its  foreign  supplies,  and  cast  upon  its 
own  energies  for  its  defence,  and  what  wUl  then 
be  our  condition?  The  events  of  the  late  war, 
within  the  recollection  of  every  gentieman  on 
this  floor,  afford  the  best  answer  to  this  question. 
If  there  ever  was  a  nation  which  diomd  have 
been  taught  wisdom  on  this  subject,  by  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject  to  which  I  promised 
I  would  confine  myself  into  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  The  best  apology  which  I  can 
niake  for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  im- 
mediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest, in  common  with  the  other  great  interests 
of  the  country,  suffered  considerable  depression 
in  consequence  of  the  general  peace  in  £!urope. 
I  deny,  however,  that  this  depresdon  was  at  all 
in  proportion  with  that  experienced  either  by 
agriculture  or  manufactures.  During  the  long 
I^eriod  in  which  the  nations  of  Europe  were  in- 


volved in  war,  we  had  a  large  portion  of  tlie 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  The  genmil  padfi- 
cation  terminated  this  profitable  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  left  our  navigating  interests  dep^- 
ent  upon  its  own  resources,  and  those  of  the 
country.  It  will  be  found,  however,  upon  ex- 
amination, that,  notwithstanding  the  disadTU- 
tages  against  which  it  had  to  contend,  the  Got- 
emment  and  the  people  of  the  Umted  Statei 
sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has  always  bea 
the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnase,  employed  in  fmign 
trade,  which  entered  ue  ports  of  the  Uoittd 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  dijof 
September,  1828,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  ^ding  ob 
the  last  dav  of  December,  ance  1811,  ezo^t  tl» 
years  1816, 1817, 1819,  and  1820.  It  is  nesrij 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817 ;  but  it  is  ibon 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
6,000  tons  more  than  in  1821.  The  House  vi 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaMng  of  the  too- 
naj^  which  paid  duties.  It  will  at  onoe  be  per 
ceived,  that  this  is  greater  than  our  actosl  for- 
eign tonnage,  inasmuch  as  the  same  vessel  mj^ 
and  often  does,  pay  duty  more  than  onoe  ia  s 
year.  I^  however,  we  look  at  the  actual  i^ 
tered  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  engagedia 
foreign  trade,  the  prospect  is  equally  dbeeriog. 
It  has  been  gradually  increasing  for  serenl 
years.  I  hold  a  statement  of  it  in  mjbiDd, 
from  1816  up  till  1822,  both  indosive;  im 
which  it  appears  that,  in  1822,  it  amocmted  to 
628,160  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been  600,088. 
Between  these  two  periods,  its  increase  vas 
22,062  tons.  Although,  from  this  statement,  it 
appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  toDs^i> 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  1818,  it  vf 
suddenly  reduced  to  606,088  tons,  yet  thii  is 
not  a  true  state  of  the  case.  The  Registered 
the  Treasury  has  certified  that  this  saaden  d^ 
crease  arose  "  principiJly  from  tiie  registered  too- 
nage  having  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  strikiiv 
off  all  the  vessels^  the  registers  of  which  was 
granted  prior  to  the  year  1816,  and  which  wen 
supposed  by  the  collectors  to  hare  been  lost  A 
sea,  captured,"  &c. 

whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  tofr 
nage  presents  nothing  calculated  to  produce  de- 
spondence, the  condition  of  that  employed  inoor 
coasting  trade  is  flourishing  beyond  example.  It 
has  been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  erv 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Gonstitat^ 
In  1816  it  amounted  to  522,164  tons.  In  1^ 
it  was  624,188  tons.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  la 
the  short  space  of  six  years,  it  increased  in<»« 
than  100,000  tons.  The  same  quantity  of  ton- 
nage, in  this  trade,  affords  employment  M 
much  greater  number  of  sailofs  Aan  in  the  for- 
eign trade ;  and  the  actual  tonnage  engaged  is 
each  is  now  about  equal  ^^ 

This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  8^*^ 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  onr  strength 
Human  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  ^°^J^' 
tent  or  advantages,  should  it  be  directed  or » 
wise  system  of  policy.     The  territory  «  ^ 
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tion  is  so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  the  pro- 
lotion  and  manufacture  of  almost  eyer  j  article 
neoessity  or  luxury  are  so  extensive,  that 
larly  all  our  mutual  wants  will,  at  no  very 
atant  day,  be  supplied  by  a  free  and  unre- 
ricted  commerce  with  each  other.  Besides, 
is  trade  will  be  a  powerful  means  of  perpetn- 
ing  onr  Union.  Providence,  bv  rendering  the 
fferent  portions  of  our  oonnti7  depeudent  upon 
ch  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  that  in- 
rconrse  which  will  bind  us  together  by  the 
[Amantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 

Bir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person 
tth  astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject, 
ftt  onr  foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  greatly 
minished  since  the  general  pacification  of 
ctrope.  How  has  this  interest  been  able  to 
pport  itself  at  its  present  amount,  notwith- 
anding  the  loss  of  the  foreign  carrying  trade  ? 
answer,  by  the  aid  of  Ck>vemmental  proteo- 
on ;  and,  although  this  allegatipn  may  be  at 
iiiance  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
^ohosetts,  (Mr.  Wxbstxb,)  I  hc4d  myself  bound 

►  prove  it. 

tn  the  year  1816  the  United  States,  believiug 
3r  marine  to  have  acquired  sufficient  strength 
id  vigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
trms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  all  nations 
fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  By  the  act  of  the 
1  of  March  of  mat  year,  we  declared  that  we 
onld  admit  into  our  ports  the  vessels  of  every 
btion,  carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manu- 
Mature  of  such  nation,  without  levying  any 
liher  tonnage  or  impost  duty  than  was  levied 
[1  American  vessels ;  provided  such  nation 
'onld  admit  into  their  ports  American  vessels, 
iden  with  American  produce  or  manufactures, 
ithont  imposing  any  impost  or  tonnage  duty 
eyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their  own  ves- 
&.  On  the  8d  July,  1816,  the  United  States 
included  a  commercial  convention  with  Great 
Iritain,  founded  upon  these  principles^  so  far  as 
dspected  our  trade  with  her  temtones  in  £u- 
>pe ;  but  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
ad  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  were 
Kpressly  excluded  from  its  operation. 

The  British  Qovemment,  after  the  general 
eace  in  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly 

>  their  colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own 
avigation  was  concerned.  Although  they  were 
rilling  that  there  should  be  a  direct  trade  be- 
ireen  the  United  States  and  their  West  Indian 
nd  North  American  colonies,  yet  they  insisted 
Imt  it  should  be  carried  on  by  their  own  ves- 
^Is.  The  ports  of  these  colonies  were  tbere- 
>re  doeed  against  American  vessels,  and  they 
rere  entirely  exdnded  from  any  participation 
I  the  trade. 

What  portion  of  our  citizens  was  iojured  by 
be  exdusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these 
ortsf  It  was  not  the  farmer,  who  had  com 
nd  flour,  nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobao- 
0,  nor  the  merdiant,  who  nad  lumber,  to  be 
nusported  to  market.  To  them  it  was  a  mat- 
w  of  ng  importance,  whether  these  artidea 


were  carried  to  the  West  Indies  in  an  English 
or  an  American  vessel.  In  either  case,  they 
could  be  exchanged  for  the  same  quantity  of  rum, 
sugar,  or  molasses.  It  was  the  navigating  inter* 
est  alone,  which  was  directly  injured  by  this 
regulation.  No  other  class  of  society  had  any 
concern  in  the  question,  except  that  general  one^ 
which  every  good  citixen  ought  to  feel  in  pro- 
tecting the  usefU  establishments  of  his  country. 
Our  navigating  interest  petitioned  Oonffress  for 
relief.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  l^or  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  the  bold  design  of  com- 
pelling Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial 
system,  and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she 
had  for  ages  bound  this  portion  of  bur  trade. 
On  the  18th  April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Statespassed  a  law,  dedaring  that  ^^  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  remain 
closed  against  every  vessd  owned  wholly  or  in 
part  by  a  subject  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
M^esty,  coming  or  arriving  fi^m  any  port  or 
place  in  a  colony  or  territory  of  His  Britannic 
Migesty,  that  is  or  shall  be,  by  the  ordinary 
laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  dosed  against  ves- 
sels owned  by  dtlzens  of  the  United  States." 
The  provisions  of  this  act  were  considerably  ex- 
tended by  those  of  the  supplementary  act  of 
the  16th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which 
we  commenced  this  great  undertaking?  For 
its  accomplishment^  we  depended  altogether 
upon  the  patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people. 
The  contest  was,  whether  our  dtlzens  interest- 
ed in  the  trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or 
those  colonies,  could  the  longest,  and  with  the 
most  fortitude,  endure  its  destruction.  How 
much  those  dtlzens  suffered,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  navigation  of  the  countiy,  will  appear  from 
the  very  able  memorial  from  Norfolk,  which 
was  presented  during  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress.  The  memorialists  urged  the  repeal 
of  these  acts.  They  stated  their  conviction, 
that  the  attempt  to  oompd  Great  Britain  to 
abandon  her  colonial  system  was  altogether 
hopeless ;  as  she  had  ^*  often  and  openly  avowed 
her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but  with 
her  existence."  They  dedared  that,  under  the 
opmtion  of  the  exiBting  laws^  their  fjumers^ 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and 
lumber,  in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were 
deprived,  in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former 
resources,  aod  were,  many  of  them,  burdened 
with  debts  which  they  were  unable  to  pay. 
This  picture,  drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folk, of  their  sufferings  for  the  benefit  of  our 
navi«ition,  is  applicable  to  every  other  part  of 
the  Union  interested  in  the  trade  with  the 
British  West  Indies. 

The  spirit  of  the  oomitry.  however,  nobly 
sustained  its  navigation  in  tnis  contest.  The 
great  agricultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They 
were  wilHag  to  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ship-owners.  Congress  refused  to  repeal  these 
acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  triumphed,  and,  on  the 
24th  Jane,  1822,  an  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
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mentrepeded  their  oolonial  system  in  fayor  of 
the  United  States,  and  opened  their  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  and  Korth  America  to  vessels 
belonging  to  our  cidzeos.  And  yet,  notwiUi- 
standing,  the  navigating  interest  complain  that 
they  have  been  left  unprotected  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  stroffgle  against  the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  -will  take  leave  to  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  ICassachnsetts,  (Mr.  Webstkb,) 
that  this  concession,  made  by  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  in  flavor  of  our  navigation,  was  an 
evidence  that  they  were  departing  from  their 
restrictive  system.  No,  sir;  if  it  proves  any 
thing,  it  is  the  efficiency  of  this  system.  This 
concession  was  extorted  from  tiiem  by  the 
adoption  of  our  countervailing  restrictions,  and 
IB  strong  testimony  in  fiftvor  of  the  power  of 
that  policy,  when  prop^ly  exercised,  to  obtain 
justice  from  foreign  nations.  However  much 
English  statesmen  may  talk  about  the  new  doc- 
trine of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they  take  care  to 
act,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon  their  old 
principles.  It  is,  therefore,  not  improbable, 
that  the  scraps  of  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others^  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wsbstsb)  has  collect- 
ed and  read  to  this  House,  have  found  their 
way  to  the  very  market  for  which  they  were 
inteuded.    Should  this  bill  be  defeated  at  the 

S resent  session,  as  I  trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no 
oubt  but  that  we  shall  have  a  fresh  supply 
of  the  same  articles  imported  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  In  Great  Britain  they 
dread  nothing  more  than  the  adoption  by  our 
country  of  that  system,  which  the  Speaker  has 
aptly  styled  the  American  policy.  Best  as- 
sured, sir,  they  will  leave  no  means  untried  to 
defeat  it 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show 
with  what  care,  and  at  what  expense  to  the 
other  interests  of  the  country,  this  Government 
has  fostered,  and  I  admit  wisely,  its  navigation. 
Franca,  immediately  after  she  had  extricated 
herself  from  the  long  wars  in  which  she  had 
been  involved,  devoted  herself  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  arts  of  peace.  Among  other  things, 
she  immediately  directed  her  attention  towards 
her  marine.  She  was  anxious  to  obtain  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  carrying  those  of  our  pro- 
ductions which  she  used  in  her  manufactures. 
For  this  purpose  she  established  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  potashes, 
imported  in  her  own  vessels,  which  are  equiva- 
lent to  a  tonnage  duty  of  from  $18  to  $21  per 
ton.  The  navigating  interest  of  the  United 
Stateis  took  the  alarm,  and  memorialized  Con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  To  that  interest  Con- 
gress never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  15th  of 
May,  1820,  an  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
countervailing  duty  of  $18  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  was 
the  suspension,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  direct 
trade  between  this  country  and  France.  That 
profitable  branch  of  our  commerce  was  at  once 


sacrificed  to  promote  the  interests  tinam 
gation.  The  House  will  readily  pemft 
what  degree  that  portion  of  the  cit32»S(fai 
United  States,  who  had  commoditiesiobeccai 
to  market  in  France,  must  have  Eofer^aie 
the  operation  of  this  system.  Thej,  htm. 
suffered  without  murmuring ;  ImJcsbx  tb 
knew  that  their  misfortunes  were  iotirieia 
benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow-citiaEei » 
cemed  in  navigation. 

Our  countervailing  duties  oa  Fnsd  li- 
nage produced  the  desired  effect  (k^ 
24th  June,  1822,  the  very  day  onwlikkii 
British  Parliament  opened  their  coksial  jin 
to  our  vessels,  the  convention  vitk  F» 
was  concluded,  which  placed  our  csnii 
trade  with  that  country  upon  a  fiuraBdiei' 
rocal  basis. 

From  this  brief  history,  we  have  lesnsi^ 
the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  peqdecf  a 
country  have  obtained  for  their  for«igfissfi» 
tion  a  signal,  triumph  over  both  £i^^  k 
France ;  and  have  opened  new  snd  pr^ 
avenues  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  t£d  B^ 
sentatives  of  that  interest  upon  this  fioocafr 
plain  loudly  that  it  has  been  left  uBpioltfi^ 
They  make  this  complaint  in  the  face tifa^ 
of  legislation  in  ita  favor,  which  is  iu}pm.<i>i 
in  the  annals  of  the  country  in  regird  ts  ff 
other  object.  The  Gk>vemment  witdiedflw* 
infancy  with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  js- 
tection  against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  ssd  p 
tection  was  necessary.  When  it  bad  ass^ 
sufficient  vigor  to  fear  no  rival— wlia  »>f  | 
competition  with  all  nations  was  that  v^f ; 
most  desired,  the  Government  ohtaiiMd^t 
this  important  advantage.  Nov,  wha^^* 
a  prosperous  situation,  having  goteTcnVK 
which  it  asked,  it  is  the  first  to  ciy  oat  ^ 
affording  a  comparatively  trifling  praucW' 
other  branches  of  Ajnerican  inanstij.  h9 
gratitude  ?  Is  it  even-handed  iostioe?  fej ; 
doing  unto  others  as  you  womd  tl«y  i* 
do  unto  you  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  prove,  tbattlsei^ 
gation  of  the  country  is  perfectly  able  »  » 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp  and  ins  T 
posed  in  ^e  bill  as  reported  by  the  Coi^ 
on  Manu&ctures.  In  order  to  ®^**'2 
pofidtion,  it  will  not  be  necefisary  to  *^f^ 
to  what  I  have  already  said.  For  the  ab* 
the  argument,  I  diall  suppose,  with  the  g^ 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WisaoJ^ 
the  small  additional  duties  upon  these  tfO^ 
will  be  permanent  additional  burdens  ^^ 
amount  imposed  upon  our  navigatMO-  xJ* 
under  this  view  of  the  subject,  &at  Ib^* 
able  to  bear  them ;  and  considering  vh*^ 
been  done  for  it  by  the  countiy,  ought  tt^ 
them  for  the  common  good,  without  &  B^i 

The  House,  I  feel  certain,  will  iffl^««*% 
do  not  admit  that  Uiese  additional  doti^^ 
continue  to  be  additional  burdens  «p*^ 
navigating  interest  On  the  contiarTj  1^ 
believe  that  the  domestic  competitioB J^ 
must  necessarily  spring  up  under  tbs  F^ 
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ion,  will,  in  a  few  jeara^  reduce  the  price  both 
»f  hemp  and  of  iron. 

These  additional  duties  cannot  iigore  the  ton- 
lage  employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
ion  of  onr  navigation,  which,  in  1822,  was 
learly  equal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
ind  whidb  must  increase  rapidly,  has  no  com- 
petition to  dread.  It  enjovs  a  monopoly.  It 
rill,  therefore,  sustain  no  loss  in  consequence 
»f  Uie  additional  duties,  because,  in  proportion 
0  you  enhance  the  price  of  the  Tessel,  you  will 
ncrease  the  freight.  The  case  might  be  differ- 
oit,  if  foreign  competition  were  not  altogether 
ixcluded.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  just,  that  this 
portion  of  our  tonnage  should  be  compelled  to 
186  the  hemp  and  iron  of  our  own  production, 
iven  at  an  advanced  price  ?  We  have  estab- 
ished  a  prohibitory  system  in  its  favor — should 
lot,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted  in  favor  of 
»tir  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  far 
\a  respects  the  hemp  and  iron  necessary  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vessels  which  it 
onplovB  ?  The  bill  before  the  House,  however, 
nstead  of  proceeding  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
snail  additional  duty  upon  these  articlea,  and 
ret  it  has  been  denounced,  as  tiiough  it  would 
>ro8trate  the  navigation  of  the  country. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  our  foreign  ton- 
lage  must  enter  into  competition  with  the 
rorld,  and,  therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different 
>asis  from  that  employed  in  our  coasting  trade. 
Jnder  these  circumstances,  can  it  endure  the 
proposed  additional  duties?  I  answer  boldly 
a  the  afSrmative.  The  gentleman  irom  Mas- 
laohusetts  (Mr.  Websteb)  has  stated,  that  all 
lie  materials  of  ^ip-bnOding,  except  the  tim- 
ber, are  cheaper  in  England  than  in  this 
)ountry. 

This  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But 
B  not  timber  the  chie^  and  by  far  the  most  ex- 
pensive material  in  the  construction  of  a  ship  ? 
JL  England  they  are  compelled  to  purchase 
liis  article  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the 
leavy  expense  of  its  transportation ;  whilst  we 
)088ess  it  in  abundance  at  home.  The  conse- 
|uence  is,  that  a  ship  of  the  same  tonnage  may 
>e  built  much  cheaper  in  thus  country  than  in 
Sngland.  We  have  the  testimony  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Society  of  New  York  to  this  effect.  The 
IJommittee  of  Manufactures,  before  they  report- 
)A  their  bill  to  this  House  in  January,  1821, 
iddressed  certain  questions  to  the  Society,  two 
>f  which,  with  their  answers,  I  will  take  leave 
»  read  to  the  House : 

«'  Qaestion.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship  of 
■y  800  tons  ?  What  of  an  American  of  the  same 
brce  and  bnrden ;  and,  generally,  the  difibrenoe  in 
ifae  price  of  shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  coontry 
Mnnpletely  equipped? 

ibiswer.  A  British  ship  of  800  tons,  equipped  for 
lea,  will  cost  |24,000,  or  $80  per  ton.  An  ^erican 
iMp  of  the  same  qnaUty,  will  cost  |18,000,  or  $60 
per  ton. 

Question.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
too  tons  of  shipping  ? 

Answer.  It  will  reqoiie  foor  tons  of  iron,  1,500  Iba. 


of  copper  bolts,  4^  tons  cordage,  and  20  bolts  of  dnck 
to  the  100  tons.** 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  So- 
ciety state,  that  "foreign  vessels  would  not 
have  a  preference,  in  our  ports,  over  American 
built  vessels,  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of 
25  per  cent.,  or  advantages  equivalent,  at  the 
port  of  destination.^^ 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  duty  of 
$7  60  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iron  bv  the  bilL 
as  reported,  on  a  ship  of  800  tons  burden,  would 
amount  only  to  $90,  and  that  upon  hemp  would 
be  equal  to  about  $200.  How,  then,  sir,  can 
this  additional  duty  of  $290  upon  a  ship  of  800 
tons,  serioudy  injure,  much  less  destroy,  our 
navigation  ?  Is  it  possible  we  can,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  be  alarmed  by  such  a  clamor,  when 
we  consider  that  a  vessel  of  this  description 
now  costs,  in  England,  onr  great  rival  in 
navigation,  $6,000  more  than  it  does  in  our 
country? 

It  has  been  urged,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstbb,)  against  the  pro- 
posed additional  duties  on  hemp  and  iron,  that 
if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  articles  to  sup* 
ply  the  domestic  demand,  were  produced  in 
this  country,  that  our  navigating  interest  would 
lose  their  freight  from  Bussia  and  Sweden. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  it  come  to  this?  Shall  we 
be  compelled  to  purchase  articles  in  foreign 
countries  for  no  other  reason  but  to  increase 
the  employment  for  our  navigation  f  Are  all 
the  other  interests  of  the  country  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, that  the  welfare  of  this  one  may  be  pro- 
moted? I  trust  not.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
bare  statement  of  this  argument  is  its  best  refuta- 
tion. We  are  asked  to  buy  hemp  and  iron  from 
foreigners— we  are  called  upon  to  transport  our 
wealth  to  distant  countries  to  pay  for  these 
articles — and  for  what  reason?  Not  that  we 
cannot  produce  them  in  abundance  for  our- 
selves ;  not  that  we  need  them ;  but  simply  be- 
cause the  favored  dass  of  our  citizens  concern- 
ed in  navigation  want  to  eigoy  the  advantages 
resulting  from  their  carriage.  You  must,  sir, 
purchase  the  merchandise,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has 
come  out  boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  be 
necessary  I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  con- 
cerning the  Navy ;  because  it  is  manifest  that 
it  cannot  be  injured  by  the  additional  duties 
upon  hemp  and  iron,  if  I  have  taken  a  correct 
view  of  their  operation  upon  our  ship-building 
and  our  navigation.  I  feel  myself  constrained, 
however,  to  make  one  or  two  observations  on 
this  subject. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  One  of 
the  earliest  political  maxims  impressed  upon  my 
mind  was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  aud 
natural  bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This 
opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  victoriea 
which  it  achieved  during  the  late  war — vic- 
tories which  have  equally  covered  both  itself 
and  the  nation  with  glory*    I  would,  therefore, 
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warn  its  true  friends  to  have  a  oare  how  thej 
introduce  it  into  every  debate  upon  the  subject 
of  this  tariff.  Like  all  the  other  institutions 
of  this  country,  it  must  depend,  for  its  support, 
upon  public  opinion.  Withdraw  that  from  it, 
and  it  must  and  will  sink.  Are  those  gentle- 
men, then,  its  genuine  friends  who  wield  it  as 
the  chief  weapon  of  opposition  against  the 
present  bill? 

If^  whenever  any  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and 
to  benefit  its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introdoc- 
ed  into  Consress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it 
cannot  be  adopted,  because  thereby  you  may 
ii\jure  the  Navy ;  the  people  will  at  last  beein 
to  believe  that  there  is  something  incompatible 
between  their  prosperity  and  its  existence.  If 
they  shall  at  any  time  be  impressed  with  this 
conviction,  which  I  trust  in  God  they  never 
may,  but  to  which  the  course  of  argument  that 
has  been  pursued  by  the  enemies  of  this  bill 
directly  leads^  its  swift  destruction  will  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  The  people  will  not 
continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which  they 
have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  perpetual 
barrier  against  Uie  adoption  of  any  system,  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  and  fur  the  promotion 
of  whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the 
sacrifice.  The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except 
frt>m  such  friends  and  from  itself.  Becent 
events  have  alarmed  its  true  friends  with  seri- 
ous i^prehensions  that  it  has  become  intoxicat- 
ed with  prosperity,  and  has  been  relaxing  in 
discipline.  li^  at  this  moment,  when  such  im- 
pressions are  abroad  throughout  the  land,  it 
shall  be  made  the  instrument  by  which  this  bill 
shall  be  defeated,  and  you  should  jpass  the  one 
now  on  your  table  creating  a  magnificent  estab- 
lishment of  vice  admirals  and  rear  admirals^  the 
consequence  may  be  iustly  dreaded.  Should 
these  measures  not  shake  its  standing  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  I  confess  for  one  I  shall 
be  disappointed.  Thanking  the  House  for  their 
attention,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  longer  upon 
the  subject,  having  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Stswabt,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  spoke 
at  large  in  favor  of  the  bUl,  and  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Websteb,  MoDuvfib,  and  Hamilton; 
and  when  he  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
bv  yeas  and  nay&  at  a  quarter  before  four 
oxlock,  when  the  House  agi^ed  to  the  reduction 
— ^yeas  120,  nays  85. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— ayes  102,  noes  90. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


Satttbdat,  April  10. 

United  States  Furehases  qf  Land /or  Federal 
Purposes  wihin  the  States, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Wasfibld  on  the  6th 


Instant ;  and  the  same  bdog  modified  n 
agreed  to,  as  foUows: 

lUtolved,  That  the  Preadentor  dMUmtodStai 
be  requested  to  caoM  to  be  nbnitted  to  tb 
Honse  a  statement  of  the  servnl  pintbiM  did 
estate  in  behalf  of  the  Dnited  Stitei,  vHbfc 
territorial  limits  of  any  State,  since  the  4lh  dnrf 
July,  1 776,  for  public  poipoies,  in  pnniaei  of  i^ 
act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  departaieiit  or  cfes  i 
the  Qeneral  Gorenunent,  denoting  in  eadi  emit 
pardcolar  authority  under  which  each  psitban 
made ;  its  date,  and  the  end  or  use  for  wiocLitw 
efiected ;  the  nature  of  the  estate  tbeieby  aqcii; 
and  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  sod  to  tin 
such  esteto  was  conveyed ;  together  vttk  tk  k 
whether  such  purchase  was  or  was  not  scoant|Eiii 
with  the  express  consent  of  the  Stale  of  vfane  » 
ritory  such  real  estate  oonstitoted  a  psxt;  sodkii 
former  case  whether  any,  and  if  any,  whit^ 
jurisdiction  accompanied  the  oesnon  or  ousiijiw. 

The  Tariff  BUL 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  ba| 
the  farther  consideration  of  fiie  anwMiwa 
agreed  to  in  Gonomittee  of  the¥hak,totb 
bill  '^  to  amend  the  several  acte  for  iapo^ 
duties  on  imports,"  was  again  taken  q». 

The  question  being  put  on  concorriDgiBt^ 
insertion  of  the  following  clause :  "  On  ailix^ 
fire  arms,  and  on  udearms,  30  per  ixsiLsitA- 
rem^  Mr.  Randolph  said  he  could  not  c» 
sent  that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  e?eiifi 
were  but  a  penny  or  two  a  pound  upoa  m> 
without  knowing  who  taxed  them;he^tk» 
fore,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  npofi  '^ 
question.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  uax^ 
taken — ^yeas  123,  nays  59. 

So  the  amendment  was  concuired  in. 

Several  oHier  amendments,  to  ledooew 

Proposed  dutv  on   scythesi  to  strike  out  ^ 
uty  on  fowUng-pieces,  dra?ring-kniTea>  fc 
were  agreed  to. 

Frying  Pom, 

On  the  amendment  which  nroposes  to  *2f 
out  the  duty  of  25  cents  each  onfiTmggJ 
and  insert  four  cents  per  pound,  as  tbe  diff* 
Mr.  Rakdolph  s^d  this  also  was  a  tax  cits 
people,  and  he  must  caU  for  the  yeas  iDdufp 
upon  it  A  short  discussion  took  place  up* 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  betweenib*^ 
MoDuFFiK,  Tod,  Cambbelimo,  and  &a* 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  deodedflf 
yeas  168,  nays  25.  . 

So  this  amendment,  also,  was  oonooxna  »• 

The  several  amendments,  prt^KwingtoiCw 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridiro«>* 
indigo,  and  on  Prusaan  blue,  and  to  \BXff» 
the  duty  on  Epsom  Baits  firom  three  to  WJ 
cents  per  lb.,  and  to  insert  a  duty  <a  iS*  •** 
oiL  were  severally  agreed  to.  .  ^ 

The  question  being  put  on  concumng  n  w 
insertion,  of  the  clause,  "  On  molasses  teo  ^ 
per  gallon,"  was  decided  by  yeas  65,  n^w  ^* 

So  this  amendment  was  rq'ected. 
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The  next  amendment,  proposinff  to  strike  out 
be  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  proyides 
hat  **  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  all  artides  com- 
osed  or  mixed  of  varions  materials,  shall  pay 
he  highest  dnfy  to  which  articles  mana&ctared 
rem  any  of  sooh  materials  are  sabject,'*  was 
greed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  oat  the 
tiird  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that 
bere  shidl  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on 
ny  article  the  amount  of  boant||or  premium 
Uowed  on  that  article,  in  the  country  from 
rhioh  the  same  is  exported,  was  decided  by 
eas  144,  nays  68. 

8o  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
lent,  proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to 
Uow  a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  may 
ave  been  unpacked  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing, 
raining,  printing,  or  cleansing  them  from  stains, 
«.,  the  same  as  if  they  had  not  been  so  un- 
acked,  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Thole,  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines, 
'as  then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made 
pon  this  subject  by  Mesbrs.  Weight  and 
LoEiM. 

Mr.  MoKdc  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
f  inserting  '^Burgundy,  Champagne,  Rhenish, 
id  Tokay,"  as  suQect  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
aposed  on  Madeira  wine,  say  70  cents  per  gal- 
>o.    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
)eration  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
I  were  not  enumerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave 
lem  subject  to  the  duty  already  imposed; 
hich  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
'oposed  duty  on  ^^  Fayal  and  all  other  wines 
om  the  Western  Islands,"  from  40  to  80  cents 
)r  gallon.'  This  was  not  agreed  to. 
He  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
L  Malaga  wine  from  80  to  25  cents  per  gallon ; 
bich  was  also  disagreed  to. 
He  then  moved  to  strike  out  ^^50  per  cent. 
i  valorem,"  as  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on 
[Jlaret  wines,  and  all  other  wines  not  before 
amerated,  in  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 

"^  80  cents  per  gallon."  This  was  opposed 
-  Messrs.  Wsbstsb  and  Millbb,  and  supported 

Mr.  MoKiM.    It  was  not  adopted. 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
t  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  on  Chiret  and 
ilaga  wines.    The  amendment  was  not  adopt- 
• 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  moved  to  amend  the 
lendment  by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a 
wsection,  imposing  a  duty  of  GO  per  cent,  ad 
lorem  on  all  wines  imported  in  oottles  and 
les ;  and  on  all  wines  imported  otherwise  than 
bottles,  40  per  cent ;  provided  that  no  duty 

any  wine  shall  ever  exceed  100  cents  per 
Ion.     This  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
^OBed  by  Messrs.  Websteb  and  PonrsciT.   It 
s  not  agreed  to. 
Che  question  was  then  taken  upon  oonoorring 


in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  by  yeas  66,  nays  126. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus: 
^^  On  cotton  bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard,"  the  words,  *^  until  the  80th  day 
of  June  next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after 
that  time."  This  amendment  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Tod,  Cook,  Lbtohbb,  and  Wright,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Bbbnt,  Cobb,  Owen,  and 
MoDuTFiB. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was 
decided  by  yeas  97,  nays  99. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was  rejected. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


WsDinuDAT,  April  12. 

Water  to  the  Presidenfs  Heuee^  and  the  Exetu-^ 

tite  Offieee, 

Mr.  Conner  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Betolved,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Honse  a 
detailed  aooount  of  the  maimer  in  which  the  $9,125 
h&ye  been  disbursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1819,  for  parchasing  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for  constmcting  pipes  for  sapplying  the 
Executive  offices  and  President's  house  with  water. 
Also,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
110,000  have  been  expended,  which  was  impropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  1818,  for  gradnating 
and  improving  the  President's  square. 

The  Tariff  Bill— Waollene, 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Tariff  bill,  when — 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 
valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  woollens, 
and  to  insert,  after  the  words  *^  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
remy  until  June  80th,  1825,  and  after  that  time 
a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cesit, 
ad  valorem,^^  the  following  words:  "  until  June 
80, 1826,  and  after  that  time  a  duty  of  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  vcUorem^ 

Mr.  MoKui  advocated  the  amendment  in  a 
few  ol»ervations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr,  Speaker:  A  distinguished  member,  to 
whom  I  shall  not  now  allude,  for  reasons  which 
will  be  well  understood,  but  whose  arguments 
will  not  plead  privilege,  in  the  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole,  has  told  us,  ^^  That  the  great  lead- 
ing policy  of  this  Government  must  b^  changed ;" 
"  that  a  new  system  must  be  adopted;"  **  that 
we  must  become  a  great  manufacturing  nation ;'' 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  most  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  pursue  the  occupations  of 
t^ir  own  choice,  or  emplby  their  capital  and 
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their  indoBtrj  in  tbose  pnrsaita  to  which  their 
own  good  jodgment,  or  their  natoral  advantages, 
their  edacation,  and  their  skill,  are  best  adapted; 
bat  the  farmer  most  leave  his  plough,  and  the 
sailor  his  ship,  and  the  merchant  his  counting 
house,  and  be  immured  within  the  walls  of  large 
manufacturing  establishments;  that  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  must  become 
tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agriculture, 
the  mother,  and  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  man- 
ofactures,  the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her 
teens.  This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand 
system  of  policy,  which  you  propose  to  force 
upon  the  good  people  of  these  United  States. 

Sir,  you  will  soon  find  your  impotence  and 
your  weakness  in  this  attempt.  The  people  are 
yet  your  masters,  although  you  may  think  tiiem 
your  slaves.  Before  you  can  efiTect  this  great 
change  in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country, 
you  must  first  make  the  people  slaves.  I  am 
well  aware,  if  you  could  carry  your  new  sys- 
tem of  policy  into  fiill  and  complete  effect,  ^e 
people  would  soon  become  slaves ;  the  geuius 
and  spirit  of  your  Government  would  be  en- 
tirely changed ;  the  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty, on  which  alone  a  free  government  can 
long  exist,  and  the  independent  spirit  of  our 
hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  destroyed; 
your  Government  changed  into  a  purse-proud 
aristocracy,  and  your  population  become  lords 
and  tenants. 

But  this  you  cannot  effect.  Any  attempt  to 
force  the  people  of  these  States  into  this  silk- 
worm policy,  by  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bills,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility 
of  soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  miles 
of  your  coast ;  the  msgestic  navigable  rivers 
which,  like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  human 
body,  flow  from  the  heart  of  your  country  to 
the  ocean,  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  and  never  will  be  disobeyed; 
you  must,  and  will,  be  a  great  agricultural  and 
commercial  nation,  in  spite  of  all  your  legisla- 
tion. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  for  a  short  period;  you 
may  legislate  them  into  adversity,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  legislate  a  people  into  pros- 
perity. 

The  greatest  degree  of  national  and  individual 
wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skiU, 
and  capital,  to  find  their  own  employment  and 
investment  unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free 
and  unrestricted  trade.  Every  attempt  of 
Crovemment  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  capital,  or  enterprise,  is  mischievous. 
The  only  object  of  a  wise  Government  should 
be,  to  remgve  obstructions  to  the  free  use  of 
capital  and  industry.  The  politicians  of  Great 
Britain  have  become  sensible  of  the  truth  of 
this  position,  and  are  receding  from  the  system 
of  arbitrary  dictation  and  restrictions,  and  shall 
we  now  plunge  into  it  ?    Shall  we,  at  this  time, 


put  on  the  tattered  garments  of  an  exp^ii 
policy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  ccnnmerce  ms  wt 
designed  to  authorize  its  destractioD,  or  ^ 
scribe  its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  ofts  i^ 
necessary  to  su^nd  it  by  embargo,  fxim 
as  the  most  efficient  mode  of  protedi()e;k 
the  interests  of  agriculture  or  manv&dsii 
cannot  be  improved  by  continaed  restnsks 
on  commerce. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposngteiT 
dnties  on  the  produce  and  manu&ctnresofiskr 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  anular,  orpste 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productioss  iatk 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirslj  fron  tis 
markets,  and  turn  the  channel  of  Uior  trsdsi 
other  countries,  for  those  supplies  vbkii  n 
can  furnish  in  abundance?  Aa^  whikfcsi 
destroying  our  commerce,  in  the  wret^fi- 
tempt  to  foster  our  manufactures  by  law,  Eif 
will  monopolize  the  whole  trade  with  theSs^ 
American  States,  and  we  shall  find,  to  08r(& 
that  there  is  no  foreign  market  for  our  m 
ufactures,  which  have  been  nursed  with  eovfi 
care  in  ttxis  hot-bed  system ;  bnt  we  m&\t 
compelled  to  use  our  own  mannfactorea,  ■ 
agriculture  must  pay  the  increased  P^yj 
n^e  up  the  deficiency  in  our  reTGiM,»i3 
the  produce,  as  well  of  agricultorc  as  miafc' 
tures,  will  be  confined  to  home  coibbb|i» 
I  ask,  will  this  increase  your  wealth  airf  y^ 
independence  ?  Will  this  famish  a  nuibia 
your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  eneoaJp 
domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  you  about  tWi\(l«- 
000  of  revenue  1  Will  your  maDii&cteJ 
without  a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  sBpply » 
deficit  of  duty  on  imports?  Can  you  cd» 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  froni* 
ufactures,  even  if  you  could  transfcm  all  J* 
hardy  seamen  and  farmers  into  spiniKni* 
weavers  ?  Your  manufacturing  interest  ^ 
erally,  even  now,  is  less  depressed  thin  rj 
agriculture  and  commerce,  when  skilMf  *» 
prudently  managed.  What  stronger  en^ 
of  this  fact  can  there  be,  than  thstmanifl^ 
ing  capital  is  rapidly  increasing!  ^^J^j 
already  afforded  protection  to  this  hnaa  a 
industry,  equal  to  nearly  ^^^}-^ 
cost  of  your  fabrics;  and  if;  with  ^^^ 
they  cannot  compete  with  foreign  manofiw^ 
at  home,  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  iD«^ 
of  that  gentleman,  aided  by  the  whole  s^ 
professional  gentlemen,  to  show  how  onr^ 
ufactures  are  to  find  a  fair  oompetitkm  bbJ 
ign  markets,  when  you  add  to  the  ori^i*** 
the  freightand  insurance  to  a  foreign  mii» 

In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  »^ 
industry  is  entitled  to  an  equal  port^nj^ 
fostering  care,  and  has  a  right  to  deoMWl^. 
protection  from  the  Government  '^J^ 
bill,  by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  eofios^ 
ment  of  another,  operates  as  a  ^^^^ 
lays  every  other  interest  under  «>ntnl>B»» 
the  support  of  the  manufwturer,  ^^^ 
fore,  unequal  and  uijust;  it  taxeathenW 
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the  support  of  a  few.  As  a  general  principle, 
bhe  perfect  freedom  of  trade  or  commerce,  which 
is  the  interchange  of  commodities,  should  never 
[>e  restricted  or  burdened,  except  for  the  neces- 
sary purpose  of  revenue,  in  the  benefits  of  which 
svery  portion  of  the  community  is  interested ; 
ind  by  universal  consent,  every  well-regulated 
SovernmeDt  has  resorted  to  it. 

The  policy  of  England,  which  the  gentleman 
[las  taken  as  a  model  for  his  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to 
prove  its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting 
^is  new  system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  sub- 
ect  is  not  better  understood.  Her  wisest  states- 
men deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have 
l)een  driven  by  necessity,  m  order  to  meet  the 
mormons  expenses  incurred  in  her  long-pro- 
aracted  continental  wars.  Her  system  of  boun- 
ces, and  drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of 
)ar  knowing  ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  con- 
dder  as  the  true  philosopher's  stone,  the  magic 
^and  which  has  produced  her  great  wealth,  is 
nothing  but  the  miserable  effect  of  her  other- 
vrise  ruinous  system  of  restriction ;  and  the  gen- 
^eman  might  have  found  tiie  table  of  the  Brit- 
ah  Parliament  groaning  under  the  petitions  of 
^er  suffering  subjects,  painting  in  colors  equally 
rlowing  with  his  own  description  of  imaginary 
listress  in  this  happy  country,  and  signed  by 
^n  timet)  the  number  of  hidf-starved  victims 
(vhich  have  been  obtained  by  hawking  petitions 
ibont  our  country  for  signatures.  Her  system 
8  a  mere  opiate  to  relieve  extreme  distress— a 
lose  of  poisonous  or  noxious  drugs  to  counteract 
I  raging  disease,  and  the  temporary  relief,  af- 
brded  by  this  violent  remedy,  has  been  mis- 
aken  by  some  of  our  political  doctors  as  evi- 
ienoe  of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous 
idmirers  of  British  policy :  the  warm  advocates 
>f  this  wonderful  tariff  bill— this  patent  medi- 
cine, which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intend- 
id  to  hazard  the  operation  of  this  ^^  nostrum" 
IS  a  mere  experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youth- 
ful, and  vigorous  constitution  of  our  infant 
jountry,  merely  to  test  its  effects;  that  they 
nean  to  produce  disease  Merely  to  show  their 
ikill  in  curing  the  patient.  No,  sir;  gentle- 
nen,  in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  deceived 
i>y  the  visionary  dreams  w  pamphleteers  and 
political  quacks,  who  have  inundated  this  coun- 
iry  with  their  "  specifics  »*  and  "  nostrums ;" 
rho  •  have  conjured  up  imaginary  scenes  of 
listresa,  borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or 
iie  effusions  of  a  fervid  imagination  in  painting 
loenes  of  distress  in  other  countries  to  which 
^e  are  total  strangers ;  or,  perhaps,  merely  for 
he  mercenary  purpose  of  finding  a  catch-penny 
narket  for  their  books,  by  the  relation  of  horrid 
aleSy  made  up  to  frighten  old  women  or  cred- 
ilous  children  : — like  the  story  of  the  *'  Jersey 
lancers,  wlio  were  represented  as  having  danced 
iheir  feet  off  to  the  fiddle  of  the  Arch  Deceiver, 
ind  were  letl  dancing  on  the  stumps  of  their 
segs  after  the  feet  were*  worn  o£" 


I  ask  any  member  of  this  committee  if  he  has 
seen  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  this 
country?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr,  Bbowk,)  on  the  subject  of  iron,  indeed, 
told  ns,  he  had  seen  a  sheriff  hovering  about 
his  iron  works,  and  probably,  the  iron  was  hot ; 
but  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  any 
of  the  owners  or  workmen  were  starving  for 
want  of  bread ;  or  that  there  was  any  insurrec- 
tion or  rebellion  against  the  laws ;  or  that  tiie 
bloody  scenes  of  Manchester  were  exhibited  in 
the  State  founded  by  the  peaceful  Penn. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  have 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
will  daim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  universal  war  to  universal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  repose;  universal  languor  and 
lassitude  is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniform- 
ly produced  by  violent  exercise,  and  unusual 
excitement  in  the  human  body,  and  rest  and 
quiet  repose  are  indispensable  to  restore  the 
system.  Apply  the  same  principle  to  die  body 
politic,  and  its  effects  will  be  found  equaUy 
salutary. 

Every  interest  in  our  country  is  gradually  re- 
covering from  the  shock  which  has  affected 
every  class  of  our  citizens ;  and  if  the  officious 
interference  of  misguided  legislation  does  not 
prevent  it,  our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures, will  soon  find  their  proper  place  on 
a  peace  establishment.  Tour  tariff  of  1816 
was  intended  to  afford  relief  to  your  manufac- 
tures. It  did,  like  the  British  policy,  afford  a 
temporary  relief;  but  its  effects  are  still  visible 
on  our  commerce,  and  sensibly  affects  and  in- 
jures our  agriculture ;  and,  at  this  moment,  and 
for  more  than  three  years  past,  has  depressed 
our  manufactures  by  restrictions  imposed  on 
our  commerce.  For,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  flourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  can  be  sus- 
tained without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employ- 
ment of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsist- 
ence. It  is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all 
the  useful  arts.  With  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, commerce,  or  an  interchange  of  commodi- 
ties of  necessity,  springs  into  being,  because  the 
variety  of  soil  and  climate  produces  a  variety 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  adapted  to  our  con- 
veniences and  our  wants,  and  manufactures  of 
different  kinds  spontaneoudy  grow  up  to  meet 
the  necessary  demands  of  both  agriculture  and 
commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of, commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors — the  passing  of  an  arti- 
cle from  hand  to  hand,  requires  but  little  aid 
from  manufactures;  but  the  labor  of  many 
artists  is  required  to  build  the  ship  to  carry  on 
commerce  with  foreign  nations ;  and  I  believe 
I  may  safely  say,  that  ship-building,  at  this 
moment,  employs  more  native  American  citi- 
zens than  all  the  manufactories  of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  must  be 
dear,  that  any  attempt  to  build  up  manufao- 
tures  on  any#ther  foundation  than  agriculture 
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and  oommeroe,  or  upon  the  ruins  of  either  of 
these  great  interests,  would  be  as  absurd  and 
preposterous  as  to  attempt  to  build  a  house  on 
a  soap  bubble.  What  has  supported  the  man- 
ufactures of  Great  Britain — what  the  man- 
ttfiictures  of  India,  but  their  commerce  with  the 
whole  civilized  world?  The  amount  of  sup- 
plies always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  reg- 
ulated by  the  demand.  Commerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flows  to  the  ex- 
tremities, which  returns  with  supphes  through 
the  veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  and 
energy  to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the 
9tf  niUB  of  the  system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  two 
classes  of  poUticians  in  this  country — the  one 
devoted  to  foreign  policy,  who  would  lay  duties 
on  imports  only  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
and  has  attempted  to  prove  (with  what  success 
we  shall  probably  see  hereafter)  that  this  policy 
actusUy  encourages  the  industry  and  manufac- 
tures of  foreign  countries  to  the  ii\jury  of  our 
own.  Sb,  it  would  have  been  very  gratifying 
to  the  committee,  I  presume,  if  the  gentleman 
had  told  us  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariff  of 
1816.  The  other  class,  to  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  he  is  pleased  to  style  the 
American  policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  which  Bonaparte 
attempted  to  enforce  against  Great  Britam,  as 
the  last  desperate  effort  to  distress  his  invete- 
rate enemy,  and  which  he  then  called  the  Con- 
tinental Policy  of  Europe — a  ^stem  of  entire 
exclusion  and  prohibition  of  British  manufac- 
tures on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  while  at  the 
very  same  time,  the  boasted  **  Aj*my  of  £ng- 
land,^^  as  he  then  styled  it,  was  clad  in  Briti^ 
manufactures.  Spain,  poor  degraded  Spain, 
has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions  and 
prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  which  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  na- 
tions to  her  present  condition,  but  a  small  re- 
move from  colonial  vassalage.  England,  in 
time  of  war,  has  resorted  to  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  from  every  class  a  heavy  contribu- 
tion. And  now,  sir,  we  are  told  this  is  the  new 
discovered,  true  American  policy — lay  prohib- 
itory duties  on  imports  from  foreign  countries ; 
destroy  your  commerce,  which  mis  fumi^ed 
your  whole  revenue ;  prevent  the  export  of  any 
of  your  produce  by  prohibiting  the  import  of 
any  thing  in  return ;  prohibit  any  interchange 
of  commodities  with  foreign  nations :  and  all 
this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
and  for  our  domestic  manufactures  I 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British 
policy,  (which  he  will  claim  as  American,) 
because  the  enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid 
in  England  furnishes  strong  evidence  of  her 
prosperity  and  ability  to  pay  I  I  strongly 
suspect  the  American  people  are  not  very 
ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of  their  pros- 
perity in  the  same  way,  by  the  amount  of 
taxes  they  can  pay.  Besides,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  of  instruction,  and  strong 


argument,  to  convince  us  that  the  bkwdjieeHi 
at  Manchester  among  the  starring  wk^ 
facturers,  or  the  famine  and  disbress  in  IfM 
furnish  the  best  evidences  of  prosperi^  ai 
happiness,  or  induce  our  people  to  adopt  lis 
policy,  or  excite  a  wish  to  exchange  ooDdiaiaL 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  whieb  tis 
gentleman  has  recommended  the  adoptm  i 
this  system  of  encouraging  mannfadireg  k 
restrictions  on  commerce,  he  has,  if  I  tods- 
stood  him  correctly,  declared  himself  ^  the  in 
friend  of  a  free  commerce,  upon  the  priac^ 
of  perfect  reciprocity."  The  proposition  wk 
by  him,  in  committee,  for  tiie  benefit  of  ib 
whiskey  trade,  of  an  increased  duty  ob  sdtf- 
ses  of  100  per  cent.,  which  must  ^tir^^ 
stroy  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies, « inpoa 
a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I  do  not  6d 
myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  his  arguDtii 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extrea 
mortification,  on  looking  at  a  book  lately  pdk> 
li^ed  in  England^  in  which  the  writer  sua, 
^^  that  Great  Britain  enjoys  a  more  proftiUi 
trade  with  the  United  Std^  since  tbeiriDit- 
pendence,  than  when  they  were  colonies.'^  Si^ 
this  would  not  be  the  first  time  in  wlueii  fc^ 
ticular  and  detached  parts  of  a  work  hanka 
quoted,  in  support  of  particular  tenets,  orjK- 
conceived  opinions,  if  such  were  the  ease  bet; 
which,  however,  I  will  not  believe  wm  fc- 
signed  in  this  instance.  But,  sir,  if  tbe  geBtl^ 
man  had  read  the  whole  work,  in  my  ^Bk^ 
he  would  have  found  stronger  grounds  fcra- 
ultation  and  national  pride,  than  for  ^'loor^ 
oation.^^  The  writer  has  aideavored  toiecO' 
cile  the  British  nation  to  the  loss  of  the  coii^ 
nies,  by  proving  that  she  has  enjoyed  a  betff 
trade  witii  us,  as  an  independent  nation,  ^ 
she  ever  did,  or  ever  could  have  enjoM « 
these  United  States  had  remained  Bntiiiio^ 
nies.  He  contrasts  our  present  conditiorww 
that  of  the  colonies ;  paints,  in  glowing  o(M 
our  prosperity;  and  recommends  the  aW 
abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  la^  ^ 
Canada  should  become  also  indepeodeD^  ^ 
cause  she  now  costs  the  mother  conntiyBtf* 
than^she  is  wortiL 

The  tariff  of  1816,^  avowedly  si^ported » 
the  same  principle  of  giving  a  spring  t«  d^ 
mestic  industry,  and  encouraging  our  im» 
manufactures,  as  th^resent  tariff  bill,  htf  jKf 
in  full  operation  for  seven  years;  «w"^ 
picture  of  distress  so  ably  drawn  by  the  geDfl^ 
man,  be  a  fair  representation,  we  8*|?|^f^ 
pose  that  gentiemen  would  be  more  dispow 
abandon  it,  than  to  increase  the  evils,  b/^ 
tending  this  system  of  American  po^<7-2 
petition,  from  Delaware,  contains  niM*».*®J 
instruction  on  this  subject:   "The  datjtf* 
low-priced  cottons,  amounting  neariy  tops^ 
bition,  have  created  such  competitioD  m  »» 
manufacture  of  this  article,  H  cannot  Wi«^ 
factured  to  a  profit ;"  and  they  pray  tWJ 
to  increase  the  duly  on  the  finer  cott^  ^^ 
purpose  of  turning  some  part  of  ^^JJ 
now  employed  in  coarse  cottons  to  the  d"*' 
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JAotore  of  fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  em- 
ployment. The  only  answer  I  can  give  this,  is, 
f  tills  Las  been  the  effect  '^  in  the  gr^n  tree, 
rhatwiU  be  done  in  the  dry?"  While  yon 
till  have  some  oommeroe  remaining,  and  these 
oarse  cottons  find  their  way  to  South  Ameri- 
la^  what  will  be  the  oonditi6n  of  these,  and  all 
ither  mannfactnres,  when  yonr  commerce  is 
lestroyed  ? 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  Amer- 
oan  policy.  It  is  the  policy  which  has  been 
idopted  in  onr  country,  in  relation  to  banJcs, 
fiiich  by  this  time  must  be  tolerably  well  un- 
lerstood  in  some  parts  of  our  country.  You 
low  propose  to  adopt  the  same  policy  in  rela- 
ion  to  manufactures.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  call 
t  by  what  name  you  will,  it  is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system 
operates  unequaUy ;  some  portions  of  the  ooun- 
ry  suffer  greater  distress  than  otiiers.  And 
low  does  he  propose  to  remedy  this  evil  ?  By 
naking  the  others  suffer  as  much  I  Are  we  to 
engage  in  the  unprofitable  contest  which  can 
lo  the  other  most  harm  f  Would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  adopt  a  liberal  system  of  policy,  instead 
>f  farther  restrictions,  and  leave  industry,  en- 
»rprise,  and  capital,  free  from  any  unnecessary 
restraint  9  Eacn  portion  of  the  country  would 
ilien  prosper  in  proportion  to  their  natural  ad- 
rantages,  and  their  industry  and  economy. 

The  pentieman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
mr  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing, 
>y  a  paper  calculation,  showing  that  our  ex- 
ports have  not  increased  in  proportion  to  our 
i>opulation.  Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive 
18  the  estimates  of  the  '*  balance  of  trade 
igainst  us ;"  because  we  sold  our  produce  in  a 
foreign  market,  for  more  than  it  cost  at  home, 
ivbich  was  much  relied  on  by  the  friends  of  a 
brmer  tarifl!^  but  seems  now  to  be  abandoned. 
[f  the  labor  of  one  man  is  capable  of  prodnc- 
Bg  sustenance  for  one  hundred,  does  it  follow, 
hit  if  our  population  has  increased  ten-fold, 
Jiat  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  the 
lame  ratio? 

But,  sir.  we  have  been  told  that  our  oom- 
neroe  is  already  destroyed,  and  therefore  this 
>ili  cannot  injure  it.  But  does  ypur  receipts 
Vom  imports  prove  this?  From  whence  do 
rou  derive  twenty  millions  of  dollars  revenue  ? 
[t  is  true,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce 
anguish,  even  more  than  your  manufactures ; 
)very  interest  is  in  some  degree  depressed ;  and 
ivhat  is  the  cause  ?  It  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
liie  true  cause  to  enable  you  to  apply  the  proper 
remedies.  Several  causes  have  combined  to 
[>roduce  this  result  The  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  carrying  trade  for  the  belligerents  of 
Europe,  during  the  Ions  Continental  war,  fit>m 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution 
ontil  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  towards  our 
tising  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  hostility  of 
Prance  against  England,  produced  the  famous 
Orders  in  Council  and  fVench  decrees,  which 
ftbnost  swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean, 
ind  which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption 


of  the  restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse,  and  finaUy  of  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, had  induced  our  citizens  to  engage  deeply 
in  commerce.  From  the  year  1790  to  1805, 
this  country  enjoyed  uninterrupted  prosperity ; 
perhaps  no  nation  on  earth  ever  increased  so 
rapidly  in  wealth ;  our  commerce  literally  cov- 
ered iJie  ocean,  and  our  fiag  waved  over  every 
sea.  Our  surplus  agricultural  products  found  a 
readv  market,  and  mdustry  received  a  rich  re- 
ward ;  we  feasted  and  fattened  on  the  distress- 
es of  others. 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1812  found  us. 
The  immense  amount  of  capital  which  had 
been  employed  in  commerce,  readily  found  a 
profitable  investment  in  manufactures,  and  dnr- 
mg  the  short  period  of  war  received  a  profit 
fufiy  equal  to  its  previous  investment — ^the 
enormous  price  of  our  own  manufactures  lured 
the  cupidity  of  avarice  to  vest  a  larse  amount 
of  capital  in  large  manufacturing  estiwshmenta. 
The  sudden  and-  unexpected  peace  of  1816 
found  many  of  these  establishments  Just  com- 
mencing ;  extensive  and  very  expensive  build- 
ings hA  been  erected ;  and  the  cost  of  ma- 
ohmery  in  many  instances  had  absorbed  the 
whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  promised  profits,  in  a  very  short  period,  to 
reimburse  the  expense,  and  convert  this  tempo- 
rary loan  into  active,  solid  capital ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for 
his  produce.  But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond 
hopes  of  the  speculator,  and  destroyed  the 
home  market  for  the  produce  of  the  agricul- 
turist. 

Under  these  circumstances,  strong  appeals 
were  made  to  Congress  for  relief;  and  the  tariff 
of  18164ivas  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress ;  it  had  its  effect  in  affording 
a  temporary  relief;  but  here,  sir,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  commenced  the  error  in  our  sys- 
tem. 1  would  ask  the  candid  attention  of  every 
sound  politician  to  this  point :  I^  at  the  time 
of  adopting  the  tariff  of  1816,  the  internal  du- 
ties had  b^en  continued  for  one  year,  and  the 
tiuiff  limited  to  two  yearS)  whether  many  of 
the  present  evils  would  not  have  been  avoided? 
Your  manufiactures  had  been  nursed  in  a  hot- 
bed ;  they  had  sprung  into  existence  as  if  by 
magic ;  they  were  tender  plants,  and  should 
have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open  air. 
But  your  tariff  induced  ftirther  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of 
the  world  would  not  warrant:  but  they  were 
built  on  your  tariff  alone,  ana  you  stiU  hold 
out  further  inducements  to  maniffacturing  cap- 
ital, by  the  continual  promise  of  ftirther  legis- 
lative aid,  while  your  foreign  commerce,  and 
of  course  your  agricultural  interests,  are  lan- 
guishing under  your  restrictive  system;  and 
with  your  mannfftctnring  interest,  if  yon  pur- 
sue this  American  policy,  will  constantly  be- 
come more  and  more  embarrassed,  as  you  in- 
crease manufactures,  while  at  the  same  time 
yon  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  restrictions  on  trade. 
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Toar  export  trade  vas  mnoh  dimmialied  hj 
your  tariff;  the  sarplns  prodaoe  of  your  agri- 
oultare  perished  on  your  handa,  or  sold  at  one- 
fourth  of  its  former  value ;  indiyiduals  were  in 
debt :  your  country  was  in  debt ;  and  the  gen- 
eral distress  inoreaysed  rather  than  diminished, 
under  your  restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of 
adversity,  you  flew  to  remedies  poorly  calcu- 
lated to  afford  relief;  you  incorporated  banks, 
with  the  delusive  hope  of  increasing  your 
wealth  by  the  issue  of  a  flood  of  paper  money, 
without  reflecting  that  the  mere  increase  of  a 
circulating  medium,  instead  of  increasing  your 
stock  of  wealth,  only  increases  your  distress, 
by  raising  the  price  of  your  produce  in  your 
own  market,  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  com- 
petition with  others  in  a  foreign  market ;  and 
while  you  have  been  engaged  in  devising  ways 
and  means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  foreign 
customers  have  been  oriven  to  other  sources 
for  the  supply  of  the  articles,  which  have  been 
perishLDg  on  our  hands,  and  which  would  have 
found  a  ready  market,  but  for  the  system  of 
policv  to  which  you  have  resorted  in  vain  for 
relief. 

During  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty 
of  peace,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce 
were  at  tiie  lowest  state  of  depression,  while 
vour  manufactures  were  supported  by  a  contri- 
bution levied  on  these  great  interests  for  their 
support.  During  the  last  four  years,  manufac- 
turers have  felt  the  evils  of  the  system  under 
which  agriculture  and  commerce  had  suffered 
for  three  years,  under  the  accumulated  pressure 
of  hard  times,  and  the  burdens  imposed  on 
them  to  sustain  the  manufacturing  interest,  but 
still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign  goods  forced 
through  your  auctions.  Yea,  sir,  bj^he  im- 
I>ortation  of  fabrics  of  a  very  inferior  quality — 
woollen  goods  manufactured  like  sheathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely 
pasted  together,  the  remnants  of  old  garments, 
picked  up  and  manufactured  with  as  little  ex- 
pense as  paper,  and  through  the  medium  of 
your  auction  brought  into  competition  with 
your  manufactures,  subject  to  no  charges,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  a  small  ad  valorem  duty  and  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent,  commission  to  the  auc- 
tioneer. In  this  way  the  foreign  manufacturer 
has  been  enabled  to  compete  with  your  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  and  almost  entirely  destroy 
the  manufactures  of  coarse  woollen  goods. 
This  evil  may  easily  be  remedied  by  your  auc- 
tion bill  now  on  your  table,  and  by  the  mini- 
mum in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  with- 
out any  essential  iiyury  to  either  your  agricul- 
ture or  your  commerce. 

But,  sir,  another  case  of  embarrassment  be- 
^s  to  be  felt,  and  is  complained  of  in  a  peti- 
tion from  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Delaware. 
Competition  in  our  own  country,  in  the  ^icle 
of  coarse  cottons,  which  has  distressed  the 
manufacturers ;  and  yet  you  propose  to  give 
the  same  encouragement  to  nne  cottons  and 
other  manufactures,  which  have  pi:pduced  this 
evil,  and  which  experience  has  proved  injurious 


to  coarse  cottons,  under  your  prokibilaET^ 
ties.  Sir,  the  only  relief  which  can  be  tfirid 
in  this  case,  is  in  a  foreign  market  Bet  ^ 
seem  determined  to  prevent  the  eipottei 
foreign  market,  by  laying  such  dutieB «  » 
ports  of  articles  which  do  not^eet  jmrin 
manufactures,  as  wiU  inevitably  preTsil  a- 
ports;  for  trade  can  never  exist  but  in  a  it 
terdbange  of  commodities.  Will  70a  s&ll  is- 
sue 1^  ignU  /atuus^  while  your  eaqmi 
shows  you  its  baneful  effects  ? 

The  gentieman  has  called  upon  ns  to  koil 
the  petitions  from  every  section  of  theoeafi], 
and  view  the  picture  of  general  distreadna 
'  up  by  the  suffering  citiz^is.    Sir,  I  haie  eia 
ined  these  petitions,  and  have  son^t  ii  ia 
for  the  picture  of  ejitreme  distsness  wliidi  ^ 
warm  imaginaticHi  has  painted.    Th^  itt 
coolly  and  dispassionately,  generally,  thai  ^ 
great  interests  of  the  country  are  iepmi; 
that  industry  does  not  receive  the  same  IM 
rewards  as  in  former  times ;  the  msjoh/Siasi 
of  the  various  articles  of  wool,  cotioD,  ka, 
hemp,  glass,  &c.,  have  stated  the  burdei^  oi 
the  pressure  upon  the  particular  aitide^oi 
appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  (Jongress  to  pnnii 
some  relief^  if  practicable.    But,  sir,  if  f^ 
men  will  examine  these   petitions,  aod  ^ 
sources  from  which  they  come,  they  will  sL 
that  those  sections  of  our  country  which  bm 
most  manufacturing  capital  make  the  le^aB- 
plaint.     Take,  for  instance,  the  sLi  £1^ 
btates.  which,  by  the  return  of  the  imooBt  i 
capital  invested,  or  employed  in  maiHifi^ 
in  the  several  States,  embraces  about  00^ 
of  the  whole  amount  employed  in  the  iwe 
country,  while  the  population  of  these  Saa 
comprises  about  one-sixth  part  of  the  w 
population :  from  this  whole  section  jw « 
not  find  one-half  as  many  petitions  as  froav 
State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-foar&  as  maj* 
from  Pennsylvania.    Indeed,  you  findabo*« 
many  remonstrating  against  your  tar^  hiS, ' 
of  those  who  have  appealed  to  your  wisdona' 
relief  and  very  probably  some  of  the  same  F* 
sons.    After  seeing  tiie  bill — ^for  it  doe  not  ^ 
pear  probable  that  these  petitioners  evff  ^ 
pected'such  a  remedy  from  the  wisdffli* 
Congress — where  do  you  find  a  memorial  p^ 
ing  Congress  to   impose  additional  (iotf  ^ 
spirits  and  molasses?    What  petition  caM 
found  among  the  whole  number,  '^tichsd 
you  to  change  .the  great  "leading  i»fi<7i  ^ 
compelling  the  people  to  change  their  oco9J^ 
tions?     What  petition  calls  on  Oong^JJ 
sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  commeree fcrw 
support  of  manufactures  ?    Where  is  the  p* 
tion  from  the  farmers,  which  asks  yoa  to  sj 
pose  additional  duty  on  wheat?    On  W 
On  flax?    Or  even  on  wool ?    IbeUeteW 
is  one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.  ^ 
sir,  I  understand   the   people  of  that  »J 
(Maine)  are  not  much  m  fevor  of  1^^ 
nor  are  their  representatives  among  the  awJ 
sum)orter8  of  this  bilL 

When  Mr.  Foot  had  conduded— 
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Mr.  Babboub  suggestod  to  the  mover  of  this 
imendment  to  mo^fj  his  proposition,  by  mov- 
og  first  to  strike  oat  the  minimum,  and  then  to 
norease  the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that 
liose  who  were  opposed  to  the  minimom,  might 
lave  an  opportunity  of  voting  so  as  to  express 
hsX  opinion,  without^  at  the  same  time,  voting 
bo  raise  the  duty. 

Mr.  Rich  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
nent. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
K^BBMHH,  Foot,  and  MoDuffix.  Mr.  JBajsboub 
^en  declared  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
\rermont  had  refused  the  modification  request- 
ed, he  should  vote  against  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on 
that  amendment  should  be  decided  in  the  neg- 
Ktive,  a  motion  would  then  be  in  order  simply 
bo  strike  out  the  minimum. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Msbokb,  the 
onestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Riches  motion, 
by  yeas  and  nt^s,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
bive— >yea8  108,  nays  97. 

Sugar, 

Mr.  All^v,  of  Massachusetts^  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  180th  line,  the  followmg :  "  On  brown 
vngar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  white  or 
dayed  sugar  three  cents  per  pound." 

A  debate  tookplace,  in  which  Messrs.  Allen, 
Bbsnt,  Boss,  Wiokufhe,  Ck>OK,  LiviNesToir, 
MoLaks  of  Delaware,  and  Randolph,  took 
part 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he 
thought  he  could  demonstrate  that  die  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor 
of  the  increased  duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one 
of  the  most  suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared 
Its  fflpectral  front  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty 
on  sugar,  because  it  will  diminish  the  revenue, 
which  he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and 
yet  he  wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of 
three«do]lars  per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the 
long  hundred  of  112  lbs.,)  until  the  sugar  plant- 
ing and  sugar  manufacture  should  be  extended, 
so  as  to  supply  the  whole  demand  of  omr  con- 
nimption.  Then,  what  becomes  of  tiie  revenue 
from  sugar  that  we  cannot  dispense  with  ? 
rhia  \A  what  I  call  a  suicidal  argument — ^it  de- 
stroys itself. 

But^  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  will 
iiyure  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  Yes,  sir, 
the  public  lands  I  for  which,  sold  or  unsold,  we 
aever  get  paid.  The  gentleman  would  persuade 
us  that  we  are  under  obligation  to  such  pur- 
chasers as  bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  ex- 
isting duty — ^and  how  many  sugar  estates  have 
been  established  on  lands  bought  of  the  public 
— ^and  since  the  year  1816,  too  ?  Sir,  this  argu- 
ment of  obligation  to  tax  ourselves,  for  the 
profit  of  these  overgrown  sugar-planters,  will 
not  hold  water.  It  will  not  even  hold  cotton. 
<-{Mr.  Tod's  reiterated  motions  to  enhance  the 


tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had  just  succeeded  by 
the  Speaker^s  casting  vote.]  We  are  not  to  re* 
duce  the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear  of  injuring  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  which,  altiiough  we 
may  obtain  nominal  payment^  we  shall  never 
receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  MgLanb,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
reply,  appearing  to  be  much  irritated,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rose  and  assured  him  that  he  intended 
not  the  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  offence 
— ^but  Mr.  MoLanb  went  on  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Yireinia  had  displayed  a  good 
head — ^but  he  would  not  accept  that  gentle- 
man^s  head,  to  be  obliged  to  have  his  heart 
along  with  it.] 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir.  to  si^y  that  I  very 
much  regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not 
only  felt,  but  cherished,  on  the  subject  of  lay- 
ing taxes  in  a  manner  which,  in  my  judgment^ 
is  mconsistent,  not  merely  with  the  spirit,  but 
the  very  letter  of  the  constitution — should  have 
given  to  my  remarks,  on  this  subject,  a  pun« 
gency  which  has  rendered  them  disagreeable) 
and  even  offensive,  to  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware. For  that  gentleman  I  have  never  ex- 
pressed any  other  sentiment  but  respect — ^I 
nave  never  uttered,  or  entertained,  an  unkind 
feeling  towards  that  gentleman^  either  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere — ^nor  do  I  now  feel  any 
such  sentiment  towards  him — I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — ^I  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  application  to  himself.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  give  them  that  direc- 
tion, and  I  think  that  my  prompt  discl^mer  of 
any  such  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his 
resentment,  however  justly  it  may  have  been 
excited.  He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  some- 
thing which,  no  doubt,  he  thinks  very  severe, 
about  my  head  and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse 
the  gentleman^s  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon 
him,  that  I  wotdd  not,  in  return,  take  that  gen- 
deman^s  heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if 
obliged  to  take  such  a  head  into  the  bargain. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this^-I  never  Uiought 
it — and,  therefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  as 
to  say  it:  for,  M.r.  Speaker,  who  made  me  a 
searcher  of  hearts  ? — of  the  heart  of  a  fellow- 
man,  a  fellow-sinner  9  Sir,  this  is  an  awful 
subject!  better  suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday 
next,  (Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday,)  two  of 
the  most  solemn  days  in  the  Christian  calendar 
— ^when  I  hope  we  shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay 
it  to  heart  as  we  ought  to  do. 

But,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  suicidal— he  has  fair- 
ly worked  the  equation,  and  one-half  of  his 
argument  is  a  complete  and  conclusive  answer 
to  the  other.  And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so 
unfortunate  as,  through  inadvertence,  or  the 
heat  of  debate,  to  fall  into  such  on  error,  I 
should,  so  far  from  being  offended,  feel  myself 
under  obligation  to  any  gentleman  who  would 
expose  its  fallacy,  even  by  ridicule — as  fair  a 
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wei^n  as  any  in  the  whole  Parliamentary 
armoiy.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as  to  maintain, 
with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  it  is  the  nner- 
ring  test  of  tnith,  whatever  it  may.  be  of  tem- 
per— ^bnt  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  as  nn- 
nur  as  it  is  confessedly  powerful,  what  shall  we 
Bay  (I  pnt  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  the  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow? — to  the  tomahawk  and 
the  scalping-knife  ?  Could  the  most  unsparing 
use  of  ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons  9 
Was  this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  should  sit 
in  judgment  on  my  heart  ? — ^yes,  sir,  my  heart 
— which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  be  may  say,) 
in  his  heart,  believes  to  be  a  frank  heart,  as  I 
trust  it  is  a  brave  heart.  Sir,  I  dismiss  the  gen- 
tleman to  his  self-complacency — ^let  him  go- 
res, sir,  let  him  go — ^and  thank  his  God  that  he 
is  not  as  thU  publican. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  now  made,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative— ayes  89,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Allkn^s  mo- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
as  follows :  Yeas  89,  noes  102. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Long  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths,  from  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. And  the  question  thereon  being  stated, 
the  House  a^oumed. 


TussDAT,  April  18. 

Money  in  the  Hand%  of  Priee  Agents. 

Mr.  Cooke  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolctd,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  Uxdted  States 
be  requested  to  infonn  this  Honse  what  amonnt  of 
money  has  been  refunded  to  the  Government  by  the 
several  prise  agents,  since  the  Ist  day  of  March, 
1828,  designating  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent^ 
and  when  paid ;  what  legal  procoedings  have  been 
instituted  against  each  delinquent  agent,  when  insti- 
tuted, and  the  present  state  of  said  proceedings ;  and 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  8,  1823,  have  been  enforced 
m  all  cases. 

The  Tariff  BiU. 

The  House  then  passsed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  LoNO,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths 
firom  fifteen  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
question  being  taken,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes 
all  further  amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The 
CflJl  was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number 
of  members. 

Mr.  Tod  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  add 
to  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  bagging, 
the  following  words :  "  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and 
a  half  cents  per  square  yard,"  the  object  being 
to  lay  on  this  article  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half 
cents  per  yard  until  the  80th  June,  1825,  and, 


after  that  date,  of  &ye  and  a  half  c^ts  per 
square  yard. 

Mr.  Haioltoh,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bOL 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Letoheb,  of  Kentucky, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered-— ayes  127. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  deii 
proceeding  to  cidl  the  absentees,  the  further 
proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  post- 
ponement, 

Mr.  GovAK,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  tfait) 
after  the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taka 
by  the  opponents  of  this  measure,  who  had 
preceded  him  in  the  discussion,  he  should  Dot 
attempt  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  groundi 
which  would  influence  his  vote ;  becaose,  in  » 
doing,  said  he,  I  am  well  convinced  I  ehsU  be 
compelled  to  use  many  of  the  arguments  of  my 
friends,  which  have  been  expressed  in  a  mndi 
more  forcible  manner  than  I  should  be  cifMible 
of  expressing  them.  I  hope,  sir,  the  magmtode 
of  the  subject,  the  great  mterest  which  oar 
country  must  leel  in  the  discusaon,  is  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  me  to  trespass,  but  a  few  mo- 
ments, on  the  patience  of  the  House.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  measure  now  before  ns,  aod 
which,  I  hope  to  God,  will  not  be  adopted  by 
the  conmiittee,  I  view  as  one  of  the  most  du- 
gerous  schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  happy 
and  prosperous  nation,  that  ever  conld  hsTS 
been  conjured  up  by  the  imagination  of  znaD. 
But,  sir,  the  tendency  of  it  will  be  hunentahle 
in  the  extreme  to  the  great  interest  of  that  sec- 
tion of  country  from  which  I  come. 

I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  precniDt 
with  the  most  dangerous  consequences  m  asj 
that  has  been  agitated  on  this  floor  since  tlM 
establishment  of  our  constitution.  I  regret,  or, 
to  see  any  measure  introduced  here,  which  i^ 
in  any  way,  calculated  to  excite  sectional  feel- 
ing and  create  dangerous  jealousies  I  shaD 
regret  much  to  see  one  section  of  the  UoioD 
arrayed  against  the  other,  but  such,  I  fear,  wifl 
be  the  effect  of  the  bill  now  before  the  oooh 
mittee.  Gentlemen  are  certainly  not  aware 
that  they  are  about  to  introduce  into  oar  oooh 
try  a  system  which  strikes  at  tiie  very  root  of 
civil  society,  and  is  calculated  to  change  ^ 
character  and  feelings  of  our  population.  Ko 
one  will  deny  but  that  the  chuncter  of  a  pop- 
ulation depends,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  p^ 
suits  and  occupations  of  dvilixed  man.  j^ 
effects  of  this  measure  will  be  to  introdnoe  into 
our  country  a  system  which  is  calculated  to 
change  this  nation  from  an  agricultnral  to  • 
man^acturing  people.  Instead  of  breathing 
that  pure  and  wholesome  atmo^here  wlo^ 
nature  intended  us  to  enjoy,  in  the^  delightflU 
cultivation  of  our  fields^  and  in  pursuit  of  thoij 
avocations  which  are  the  delight  and  boast « 
every  American,  we  are  to  shut  our  populatwB 
up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as  it  were  in  pri8(ffli 
entailing  upon  this  nation  one  of  the  most  pe^ 
nicious  evils  that  could  be  inflicted  on  hnmtf 
society.    Can  there  be  any  comparison,  sir,  of 
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population  reared  in  the  confined  apartments 
»i  a  factory,  where  they  are  doomed  to  waste 
heir  free  spirits  on  looms  and  shuttles,  to  that 
rliich  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  of 
g^ricnlture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm, 
levation  to  the  sonX  ^^^  independence  to  the 
trofession  ?  The  effect  of  the  hill  now  before 
18  will,  I  fear,  be  quite  different  from  that 
irhich  is  anticipated  by  the  advocates  of  it.  It 
rill  introduce  among  this  sober,  happy,  and  in- 
[oatrions  people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion, 
nd  discontent,  wiU  diminish  the  patriotism  of 
•nr  citizens,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  our  peo- 
le.  No  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
:ress  of  manufactures,  will  deny  but  that  the  labor 
a  them  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  strength 
nd  resources  of  a  nation.  Small  children  are 
lenerally  employed  in  these  factories,  entirely 
inder  the  control  and  influence  of  their  pa- 
ents,  who  are  driven  frequently  by  necessity 
nd  the  prospect  of  gain,  without  taking  into 
onsideration  the  serious  evils  they  are  about  to 
aflict  on  their  families.  The  employment  of 
lersons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in  these  contin- 
led  and  sedentary  habits,  prevents  population 
rom  attaining  that  size  which  they  would  were 
hey  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Many 
aelancholy  instances  may  be  cited  of  the 
Ireadful  effects  of  the  influence  of  this  system 
n  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  England. 
Ve  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
[ngnished  men  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
he  effects  of  this  system  on  the  population  of 
ne  of  the  most  healthy  and  flourishing  towns 
1  England,  has  been  truly  lamentable.  He 
Etys,  that  the  town  of  Muichester,  which  is 
ow  one  of  the  most  manufacturing  towns  in 
Uiffland,  which  used  to  furnish  numerous  and 
ealthy  recruits  for  the  army,  by  the  dreadful 
flfects  of  this  system  was  rendered  wholly  un- 
rodactive  in  ihat  respect.  In  the  mannfac- 
ires  of  a  new  and  unsettled  country,  it  ap- 
ears  to  me,  above  all  others,  to  be  the  most 
noertain  place  to  invest  capital,  if  the  capital- 
(t  anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
lencement  of  his  business.  It  requires  great 
dll,  and  persevering  industry,  before  they  can 
ive  profit.  The  habits  of  the  people  must  un- 
ergo  a  complete  change  before  tiiey  can  attain 
aj  degree  of  perfection.  It  is  impossible,  in 
le  very  nature  of  things,  to  suppose  they  can 
d  speedily  successful  in  a  country  like  ours. 
t>oanding  in  extensive  forests  and  untamea 
inds ;  and  when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions, 
remiuma,  and  such  like  forced  systems  of  mo- 
opoly,  to  encourage  the  prosperity  of  a  conn- 
*3r,  there  is  always  ^eat  reason  to  fear  a  mis- 
like  has  been  committed. 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  advanced  more 
Kpidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  than  the  Unit- 
1  States,  unassisted  by  the  advantages  of  con- 
nest,  but  by  the  development  and  natural 
rowth  of  her  own  resources.  There  is  no  na- 
on  under  the  sun  where  capital  increases  more 
kpidly,  and  the  advantages  of  industry  great- 
and  we  shall  still  continue  to  grow  and 
Vol,  Vn.— 48 


prosper,  unless  a  check  is  given  to  us  by  im- 
proper and  imprudent  legislation.  To  be  sure, 
we  nave  experienced  a  momentary  check  to  onr 
prosperity,  but  which  has  grown  out  of  a  state 
of  things  partly  beyond  our  control,  and  partly 
by  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.  The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,  onr 
currency  may  depreciate,  but  a  country  pos- 
sessing so  many  natural  advantages  of  soil  and 
climate,  with  a  population  doubling  every 
twenty-three  years,  and  the  productions  of  the 
earth  increasing  in  a  stiU  ffreater  proportion, 
furnishes  incontestable  evidence  of  its  rapid 
growth  and  rise  to  greatness.  One  of  the  best 
evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  a  conntry  is,  the 
price  of  labor ;  and  I  venture  to  assert,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  it  arises  from  the  habits  and  feel- 
ings of  onr  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  onr  Government  and  character  of  onr 
institutions.  In  no  country  in  the  world  is 
there  so  many  inducements  for  men  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  and  become  proprietors  of  the  soil. 
Any  man  can,  in  this  conntry,  with  the  fruits 
of  two  days'  labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land, 
which,  if  well  cultivated,  will  subsist  a  small 
family.  Can  it  be  possible,  with  all  these  in- 
ducements to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  with  all 
the  advantages  which  accompany  pursuits  of 
this  kind,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  by 
legislative  enactments  to  force  capital  fh>m  its 
natural  course  ?  Grentlemen  say  the  nation  is 
in  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object  is  to  legis- 
late it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  condition, 
and  that,  too,  by  encouraging  a  particular 
branch  of  industry.  I^  by  legislation,  we  fos- 
ter and  enconrage  any  one  particular  branch  of 
industry,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another. 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A,  and 
putting  it  into  that  of  B.  Capital,  without  the 
aid  of  Government,  will  always  seek  that  kind 
of  employment  which  is  most  profitable.  And 
when  any  attempt  is  made  to  divert  it  from  its 
accustomed  channel,  it  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  inter- 
est of  the  greater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the 
few.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  that  *^  as  often  as 
a  duty  upon  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition 
to  its  price,  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the 
community  for  the  benefit  of  tne  domestic 
manufacturer."  There  is  no  fact  more  clear 
and  conclusive,  than  that,  if  the  manufacturer 
cannot  succeed,  with  the  present  high  rate  of 
duty,  he  cannot  succeed  without  imposing  an 
additional  tax  on  the  commuity.  The  article 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to  pur- 
chase cheap,  will  rise  in  proportion  to  the  auty 
laid  on  th^t  article.  By  laying  this  hi^h  duty, 
which  amounts  to  a  complete  prohibition,  you 
deprive  the  Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  importations,  and  yon  make  ti^o 
article  higher  to  the  consumer,  which  is  all  for 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  tne  manufacturer. 
If  we  are  to  adopt  this  complicated  system,  let 
it  be  gradual,  not  speedy.    This  is  the  epinion 


754 


ABBIDQHBNT  OF  THB 


H.orR.] 


TUTanffBOL 


[ArBiL,1824. 


of  Adam  Smith,  to  whom,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  we  owe  more  than  to 
any  other  man.  He  says,  all  changes  of  this 
kind  should  be  gradual  and  slow.  In  this 
country  particularly,  this  change  should  be 
gradual  and  progressive,  inasmuch  as  Goyem- 
ments  like  ours  %re  subject  to  violent  changes 
of  parties,  often  accompanied  with  a  change  of 
measures.  Extensive  investments  have  no  se- 
curity in  any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  to  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes 
in  legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim 
and  caprice  of  every  session  of  Congress.  No 
nation  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  her  in- 
come, pays  so  large  a  bounty  for  the  support  of 
manufacturing  industry  as  the  United  States. 
Much  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  about  es- 
tablishing what  gentlemen  have  termed  an 
American  policy.  I  am  afraid  there  is  a  delu- 
sion in  the  sound.  It  is  a  popular  term  which 
gentlemen  have  made  use  of  to  effect  their  pur- 
pose, when  they  say,  we  should  build  up  for 
ourselves  an  American  policy,  and,  say  they,  it 
is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  enoourage 
home  industry.  The  merchant  who  invests  his 
capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  his  enterprise,  skill, 
and  industry,  brings  an  article  of  English  man- 
ufacture into  market,  is  as  much  the  producer 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in 
a  factory  of  looms  and  shuttles,  and  manufac- 
tures the  article  at  home.  The  process  by 
which  the  article  is  acquired  may  be  different, 
while  the  effect  on  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  may  be  the  same. 

This  House,  sir,  has  been  inundated  with 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and 
clamorous  manufacturers  of  our  country,  am- 
bitious of  their  own  personal  aggrandijsement, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 
They  ought  to  be  aware,  and,  no  doubt,  are, 
that  experience,  skill,  and  the  knowledge  of 
machinery,  are  necessary  to  their  success. 
They  will  have  first  to  rear  a  popolatiou  in 
their  factories,  persons  who  must  have  all  the 
advantages  of  a  well-regulated  life,  to  their  busi- 
ness, before  they  can  either  labor  with  ease  to 
themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employers. 
It  is  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that 
when  once  we  commence  this  kind  of  business, 
there  will  be  no  getting  out  of  it  We  rear  a 
population  in  the  factory,  totally  unfit  for  any 
other  kind  of  business,  or  any  of  the  common  or 
ordinary  purposes  of  life,  and  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of 
employment.  They  become  mere  machines 
themselves.  Gould  the  advocates  of  this  system 
be  but  reasonable  in  their  desires,  and  await 
the  progress  of  time,  they  would  soon  acknowl- 
edge that  the  present  duties  were  sufficiently 
bigh,  juid  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  see  the  greater  portion  of  the  capital 
of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturer.  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already?  Ha've  not  all  the  great  and 
well-condncted  Victories  in  the  United  States 


increased  their  capital  every  year?  Has  thif 
not  been  the  case  with  the  factories  at  Boston, 
Providence,  and  Philadelphia,  and  otben?  We 
are  willing  to  let  them  decide  the  question  at 
issue.  They  are  in  jESavor  of  an  increase  of  duty. 
This  noise  and  clamor  come  firom  a  few  cIamG^ 
ous  sets  of  manufacturers,  who,  I  ventoi^  to 
say,  could  not  prosper  under  any  state  of  thin^ 
even  with  an  entire  prohibition.  Bnt^  I  would 
ask,  is  it  just  or  reasonable  that  we  should  be 
ciUled  on  to  protect  the  improvident  and  un- 
skilful manufacturer,  who  has  his  fiictoryina 
section  of  country  possessing  few  or  no  natonl 
aovantages? — ^I  mean  snch  advantages  as  water 
power,  and  convenience  to  the  seaboard.  Hie 
time  is  not  fur  distant,  when  those  verynea 
who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudly  to  protect 
them  against  foreign  industry,  will  be  eqnaSj 
dunorous  for  protection  against  tlie  wdl- 
conducted  factories  of  the  Eastern  States.  We 
may  go  on  passing  tariff  upon  tarif!^  and,  ar,  we 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  hemp, 
or  the  manufacturer  of  cotton  bagging.  From  & 
very  best  of  information  which  I  hare  best 
enabled  to  obtain  on  the  subject,  some  of  tbe 
well-conducted  factories  of  the  Nortb  baTe 
divided  this  year  twenty-five  per  cent  per 
annum.  One  of  the  arguments  whicb  has  beea 
urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  system,  is,  that) 
if  we  do  not  do  something  to  counteract  the 
effect  of  this  difference  between  oar  exports 
and  imports,  that  the  oonntry,  in  a  short  tlm^ 
will  be  drained  of  a  very  precious  metal  That 
this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and  wiUi 
this  drain  is  connected  all  those  horiid  ideas  of 
national  bankruptcy  and  political  ruin.  G^ 
tlemen  ai^»ear  not  disposed  to  let  the  commardil 

Sart  of  the  country — I  say,  gentlemen  are  not 
isposed  to  let  them  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  take 
it  under  their  own  protection.  They  appear  to 
be  ready  and  willing  at  "one  fell  swoop"  t9 
sweep  fix  our  foreign  commerce  from  the  ocean, 
and  dry  up  those  sources  from  which  are  derived 
almost  every  thing  which  is  great  and  glorioo 
in  this  Republic  It  is  presumed  that  no  intelli- 
gent merchant  would  either  import  or  export 
any  article  but  that  on  which  he  expected  ta 
realize  something  more  than  ao  eqaivaleot  ior. 
No  man  would  continue  that  trade  whidb, 
sooner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bankraptcy.  To 
be  sure,  accidents  sometimes  happen  ta 
various  circumstances ;  from  any  business  bei^ 
ovOTdone;  from  the  common  accidents  to  whidi 
all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable.  Bo^ 
I  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicious  inve^ 
ment  of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  anj 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  ▼aloe 
add^  to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  acting 
of  our  countrymen.  It  is  somewliat  strange 
that  these  instances  of  what  tiiey  call  balanoes 
agidnst  us,  will  be  cited  to  prove  a  proposititfH 
the  converse  of  which  has  been  established  by 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject  for  the  la^ 
twenty  years.  We  will  only  refer,  for  a  TOfsm\ 
to  ti^e  most  proq^rouB  period  of  oar  bistoiyi 
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om  1795  to  1801,  a  period  which  mast  be 
ooUeoted  with  pleasure  and  ddight  by  all  the 
tmmerdai  men  of  the  nation ;  a  time  when 
e  eqjoyed  more  nninterrapted  commeroial 
t>8perity  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 
nd,  I  ask,  was  there  not  then  what  some 
tntlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  us,  and 
hioh  has  always  been  the  case  at  every  period 
'  onr  prosperity,  and  which  always  most  be 
le  oase  so  long  as  England — *'  that  En^^d, 
)dged  in  with  the  midn — ^that  water-walled 
dwark" — that  emporium  of  the  commerce  of 
le  world — enjoys  any  thing  like  her  present 
mmeroial  ascendency  over  every  quarter  of 

16  world  f  In  the  supposition  that  tiie  specie 
'  Eni^and  formed  the  tenth  part  of  the  specie 
^  Europe,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  other 
itions  ai  Europe  must,  and  a/e  compelled  to 
ceroise  great  activity  and  persevering  industry 
»  procure  for  themselves  the  other  nine^tenths 
^  specie  which  is  necessary  for  their  commerce ; 
id,  when  they  fieul  to  procure  that  portion 
hioh  is  necessary,  the  English  wHl  soon  take 
» them  that  part  of  the  precious  balance  which 
wanting.  This  is  very  reasonable  and  obvious, 
aoaose  the  exportation  of  specie  gives  more^ 
rofit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 

17  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long 
I  ^e  maintJiinfl  her  present  extensive  credit, 
id  carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the 
ther  nations  of  the  world.  The  inflexibility  of 
BT  laws  with  regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted 
Une  of  her  paper  money,  which  governs  every 
ling,  go  to  place  her  far  above  all  other  nations 
'hi&  have  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot 
roonre  for  them  the  same  advantages.  She 
sgards  specie  in  the  light  which  her  best 
iterests  dictate  to  her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed 
ansaotions  of  the  country  are  effected  by 
iper  money  more  quick  and  agreeable  than  it 
in  be  done  in  any  other  way.  Specie,  by  all 
fttions,  is  considered  as  much  an  article  of 
Hnmerce  as  any  thing  else — as  much  so  as  we 
>nsider  our  flour  or  tobacco.  No  merchant 
ttids  a  single  dollar  abroad  but  what  he  receives 
L  return  something  which  he  considers  more 
tan  an  equivalent^  for  every  exchange  is  a 
u4d  pro  qvo. 

One  of  the  greatest  arguments  against  this  bill 
;,  that  it  strikes  at  the  total  annilulation  and  de- 
amotion  of  our  foreign  commerce — ^that  com- 
leroe  which  has  built  up^  and  beautified  our 
Kwt  flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  (^veo  an 
npetns  to  that  American  industry,  activity 
nd  enterprise,  to  which  we  owe  the  present 
appy  and  flourishing  condition  of  our  country. 
)q)ital  will  naturally  seek  that  kind  of  emplo^- 
lent  which  is  most  profltable ;  and  hence  it  is, 
lat  most  of  our  capital,  which  is  but  the  ao- 
nmulation  of  thirty  y^rs,  has  been  directed 
)  commerce.  It  is  true  our  navigating  interest, 
rom  a  peculiar  state  of  things,  bias  been  much 
epreased,  and  this,  sir,  is  to  be  the  final  blow 
I  is  to  receive;  this  is  to  be  onr  shipwreck. 


A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  our  country  is 
commercial,  accumulated  by  the  active  enterprise 
of  our  citizens,  and  which,  we  were  told  at  the 
last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  delivered  one 
of  the  most  able  speeches  on  the  subject  I  have 
ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  seventy  thou- 
sand seamen,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  were 
annuaUy  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  the  five 
millions  which  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonnage 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enormous  sum  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annuaUy  disbursed  to 
that  class  of  our  community.  The  effect  of  this 
measure  on  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco-grow- 
ing States  will  be  pemidous  in  the  extreme.  It 
wUl  exclude  them  from  those  markets  where 
they  depended  almost  entirely  for  a  sale  of  those 
articles,  and  force  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  cottons^  (Brazil,  Rio  Janeiro,  and  Buenos 
Ayres,)  which,  in  a  short  time^  can  be  brouj^t 
in  competition  with  us.  Nothing  but  the 
consumption  of  British  goods  in  this  oountry, 
received  in  exchange,  can  support  a  command 
of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Southern  planter. 
It  is  one  thing  very  certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  sUver  to  trade  with  ua. 
And  should  Great  Britain,  pursuing  the  prind- 
ples  of  her  reciprocal  act,  of  last  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  our  cotton ;  where  would.  I  ask, 
be  our  surplus  of  cotton  9  It  is  well  known 
that  the  United  States  cannot  manuftoture  one- 
fourth  of  the  cotton  that  is  in  it;  and  should 
we,  by  our  imprudent  legisUtive  enactments,  in 
pursuing  to  sudi  un  extent  this  restrictive^yBtem, 
force  Great  Britain  to  shut  her  ports  against  us, 
it  wiU  paralyze  the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern 
country.  This  export  trade,  which  composes 
five-sixths  of  the  exports  of  the  United  Statecu 
will  be  swept  entirely  from  the  ocean,  ana 
leave  but  a  melancholy  wreck  behind.  lam 
well  convinced  the  agricultural  interest  of  this 
country,  but  more  particularly  that  of  the  South, 
is  doomed  to  great  distress.  Already  are  our 
storehouses  crowded  with  bales  of  cotton,  which 
no  sale  can  be  got  for,  and  onr  granaries  filled 
with  grain,  rotting  on  our  hands.  And  yet, 
gentlemen  say,  we  have  protection  for  our 
cotton,  and  they  will  give  us  one  for  our  grain. 
I  could  not  have  antidpated  such  arguments  as 
these.  No  legiaUtion,  on  our  part,  can  avert  the 
common  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest 
of  our  country  is  doomed  to  suffer.  We  must 
look  to  a  change  of  things  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic  An  alanning  fact  has  already 
presented  itself.  The  exports  of  cotton  this  last 
year,  from  the  Levant  or  from  Egvpt,  into 
Enghmd,  has  been  143,000  bales ;  and  it  arises 
from  the  short-sighted  policy  of  the  people  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  They  have,  by 
their  petitions  and  memorials,  together  with  acts 
of  remonstrance,  induced  this  Government  to 
commence  that  system  of  restriction  which  has 
forced  Great  Britain  to  be^  to  look  some- 
where else  for  a  market  for  her  manu&ctured 
goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she  will  only 
receive  by  way  of  exchange. 
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The  people  of  the  Eastern  States  should  be 
the  last  in  the  Union  to  give  their  snpport  to  a 
measnre  of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  death-blow 
at  the  oommerdal  and  navigating  interest  of 
that  portion  ckT  country,  which  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  Wxbstbb.)  Have  they  not  been 
the  carriers  of  our  exports,  and  the  venders 
of  our  imports,  which  they  have  brond^t  in  in 
retnmf  Have  they  not  specolated  in  £ngland 
on  the  capital  of  onr  raw  matexialf  The 
growers  of  wheat,  the  mannfaotorers  of  hard- 
ware, cotton,  or  woollen  goods  here,  can  have 
no  trade  with  the  growers  of  wheat,  the  manu- 
facturers of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen  goods 
in  England.  There  must  be  difference  of  pro- 
dnctaons,  difference  of  climate,  and  difference  of 
wants,  to  create  barter  and  exchange.  The 
debt  of  the  Xorth  to  England  has  been  paid  by 
the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  South.  Paralyze  the 
South,  and  you  strike  from  the  ocean  at  once, 
as  I  said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade 
of  the  United  States.  Various  causes  have 
induced  the  Governments  of  Europe,  but  more 
particularly  England,  to  adopt  this  complicated 
system  of  monopolv  and  prohibitions— a  system 
which  she  has  estabUahed,  to  the  serious  regret 
of  the  wise  men  of  that  country — ^a  poUcy 
which  was  once  considered  sound,  but  now,  as 
theories,  universally  exploded.  It  is  the  interest 
of  every  consumer  to  buy  where  he  can  get 
cheapest;  and  we  are  all,  to  a  certain  extent, 
consumers,  and  the  more  markets  we  have,  the 
cheaper  can  we  buy,  and  the  better  can  we 
selL  As  long  as  we  trade  with  Great  Britain, 
BO  long  will  she  trade  with  us.  But  the  mo- 
ment we  pass  this  bill,  now  bedfore  us,  which  is 
equal,  ana,  I  may  say,  intended,  as  a  prohibition, 
that  moment  will  the  markets  of  Great  Britain 
be  closed  against  us.  No  commerce  can  be 
beneficial  to  both  nations,  unless  it  be  founded 
and  conducted  on  the  perfect  principle  of 
reciprocity.  Not  only  should  the  article  be 
brouffht  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible, 
but  the  less  labor  employed  in  the  making,  so 
much  is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  if  any  gentleman  from  the  South, 
on  this  fioor,  was  willing  to  say  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give  his  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
for  a  direct  tax ;  that  he  was  ready  to  send  the 
tax-gatherer  among  his  oonstitueots.  I  hope 
not.  We  shall  have  neither  the  means  of 
paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of  purchasing  the 
manufactured  article  from  the  manufacturer. 
We  shall  all  be  driven,  in  our  small  way,  at 
great  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to  mannfao- 
tore  for  ourselves.  For  not  only  does  this 
article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,  but  it  cuts  off 
the  means  which  the  consumer  might  have  in 
paying  for  it. 

Hr^  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable 
picture  of  the  distress  of  our  country,  but  he 
has  dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feeling 
on  that  portion  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  and  the  object  of  this 


bill  is  to  relieve  them  of  that  distresBi  If  sii 
are  the  fond  anticipations  of  gentlemen  fin 
that  quarter,  I  fear  they  will  h&  disappoiski 
I  am  really  disposed  very  much  to  ^b8Ai 
whether  there  be  any  thing  like  disttesiiift 
section  of  which  most  is  compkined-I  isei 
the  West.    There  may  have  been  a  greit  e(- 

Ereciation  of  properly,  and  indiTidiialsiffijHt 
ave  got  rich  as  fast  as  they  mi^tlimfaliiL 
or  might  have  anticipated,  fonning  tbaroi- 
dusions  from  an  unnatural  state  of  thisgsitt 
existed  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago  that  \ 
sir,  at  various  periods,  have  tnTeDed  tim!^ 
that  portion  of  the  Union,  and  I  aaBDrejiis,B; 
if  there  was  any  thing  like  distresBm  the  eoi^ 
it  retured  from  public  view  altogether.  Ik% 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  ]ife,  sav  i  pa^ 
more  happy  and  contented,  in  the  foil  bA 
of  the  bc»t  of  every  thing  wMch  a  «h  ai 
luxuriant  soil  could  afford.  The  csose  of  ^ 
depreciation  of  property  in  that  cosstiT,  h 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protectiootOT^ 
has  been  termed  American  iodiBtzj.  &i 
owin^,  sir,  to  other  causes— to  a  inst  di 
sound  currency.  It  is  to  be  traced  in  ^ 
§ver-issues  of  paper  money,  and  the  legikai 
of  the  land  office  system,  which  (dka  «k 
great  inducement  for  immigratioD,  and  l)f  tii 
means  has  drained  the  country  (k'tamoBsd 
resources.  The  unparalleled  prospoitj  of  it 
country  during  pur  late  war,  gave  a  ^ia^ 
to  industry,  and  a  value  to  property,  vloeki 
one  who  reasoned  on  the  subject  oooldliR 
supposed  would  oonHnue  in  time  (tf  p>^ 
Wliile  the  war  threatened  the  Sovthenat 
Eastern  States  with  distress  and  raip,  it 
Western  country  were  eujoyiDg  a  hfl^" 
prosperity  never  before  eipeneuced  fej 
country.  And,  sir,  this  measure,  if  a^ 
will  be  worse  than  war  upon  Uie  Soe^ 
country,  without  any  of  those  adTairtig»J 
the  West  which  grew  out  of  the  latevarw 
Great  Britain.  We,  sir,  who  snfferediBrt 
should  at  least  be  allowed  some  of  the  a^ 
tages  incident  to  a  peace.  This  tail  viS  ii^ 
particularly  hard,  and  be  extremelj  oDeroai|| 
burdensome  to  the  poor  and  laboring  c^* 
our  community ;  even  the  spade  of  uie  &^ 
the  axe  of  the  timber-cutter,  the  gm  «  ^ 
hunter,  and  all  the  common  unpieiBat!" 
agriculture,  are  proposed  to  be  taxed  »• 
entire  prohibition.  Instead,  air,  of  toDDgw 
rich  man's  banquet,  and  those  ^^^  flS 
the  interest  of  the  country  demands «  ^ 
not  encourage,  we  find  those  m^*^*^ 
hi^est  which  enter  into  the  domestic  co«8» 
of  every  man's  household.  I,  sir,  shonaJJ 
object  to  this  bill,  could  it  befomidedciij^ 
national  principle;  but,  I  protest,  JDy^.^jJf 
ly,  against  any  measure  so  unequal  in  itoj^ 
ation,  and  the  tendency  of  which  viB»» 
oppress  one  section  of  country  for  the  sdvw 
and  benefit  of  another,  and  whidi  mJi^f^ 
but  a  little  whUe,  the  necessity  of  ©^ 
which  is  inconsistent  with  ihe  g«niw«»S 
of  our  Government)  and  character  of  off  o^ 
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one.  I  shonld  not  object  to  this  measure,  if 
operation  conld  be  confined  to  that  portion 
the  Union  which  bus  been  so  lond  and 
aorons  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  involves  as  also. 
are  ready  and  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice 
tiie  good  of  the  nation.  Any  thing  for 
»nae,  but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly. 
Vben  Mr.  Gov  an  had  concluded — 
[r.  Hamilton  withdrew  his  motion  for  in- 
nite  postponement. 

*he  question  on  Mr.  Ton^s  motion,  before 
«d,  was  then  taken,  and  stood— yeas  101, 

BlOl. 

lie  House  being  equally  divided^  the  Sfsakkb 
ed  with  tiie  yeas,  and  the  question  was  there- 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 
Ir.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  fbrther 
mend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
item: 

On  all  foreign  distilled  wpinU,  fifteen  per  centum 
n  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
wto." 

^d  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
Qt,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
nays  128. 

It.  Bbadlst  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
1  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a  duty 
certain  imported  books. 
ir,  B.  supported  the  amendment,  by  sub- 
ting  at  length  bis  views  in  relation  to  it 
ir,  TuoKKB,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
wa  expressed  by  Mi*.  Bradlst,  and  moved 
postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
nber. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called 
by  Mr.  Wsioht.  There  were  in  favor  of 
Ing  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  94.  So  the 
i  was  not  sustained  by  the  House, 
^he  question  then  recurring  on  the  post- 
lement,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Tuokbb,  of  South 
■olina — 

fr.  Mebobb  opposed  the  motion  in  a  short 
ech ;  to  which  Mr.  Tuokss  replied  in  a  few 
rds. 

Cr.  RAinx>LPH  requested  the  gentleman  from 
ith  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
BOD^  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might 
taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bradlkt. 
Cr.  TvcnxB  complied ;  but  with  notice  that, 
loon  as  the  present  amendment  should  be 
}osed-of^  he  should  renew  his  motion  for 

rnement 
Allvn  made  a  few  remarks  introductory 
;he  reading  of  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Terson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  phi- 
>phicfu  and  literary  character  he  bore  ample 
timony,)  on  the  subject  embraced  by  the 
endment  now  under  consideration. 
ir.  Bbadlsy  modified  his  amendment  so  as 
read  to  the  following  effect: 

I  On  bII  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
sfactorily  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
ited  previously  to  the  year  1775,  four  cents  per 
ame ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
^sh  language,  four  cents  per  volmne ;  on  all 


;  other  books,  if  bound,   87  cents— if  in  sheets,   88 
cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Webstsb  stated  several  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Poinsett  supported  the  amendment  by  a 
few  remarks. 

Mr.  FoltSTTH  moved,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  its  last  dause,  viz :  **  on 
all  other  books,  when  bound,  87  cents  per 
pound,  and  when  in  boards  or  sheets,  88  cents 
per  pound." 

Mr.  Bbadlet  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  si^gested,  as  a  modification,  to 
insert  ^  or  parts  of"  books,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McAbthub  called  for  a  division  of  the 

Question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  firs^  on 
he  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  184^  nays  12. 

^fhe  question  then  recurring  on  the  second 
part  of  tbe  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it  were  dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

BraiDn  Sugar. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  iJie  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  as  follows :  I  rise,  sir, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  consideration 
of  tills  House  an  amendment  to  the  bill  before 
them,  which  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of 
duty  could  have  induced  me,  reatu  exittentiinu^ 
.to  propose.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the 
year  1816,  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  brown 
sugar.  My  present  object  is  to  reduce  the 
duty  to  what  it  then  was.  I  shall  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House — I  never  have  done  it--- 
in  discussing  the  general  principles  of  any  bill 
on  the  consideration  of  its  details.  We  all 
know  the  depreciation  of  money  which  has 
taken  place  since  1816 ;  that  revulsion  in  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  this  country,  many  of  us, 
in  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us  in  the  persons 
of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore.  Sir,  what 
was  the  comparative  value  of  money  then  and 
at  present?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  at  that 
time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on  sugar 
would  not  have  been  as  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now?  Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  mis- 
erable usurers  and  muckworms,  who  could  not 
then  get  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get 
three.  For  myself,  I  could  more  easily  have 
paid  three  dollars  at  that  time  than  I  can  pay 
one  dollar  to-day.  8ir,  the  demon  of  specula- 
tion had  taken  possession  of  the  public  mind — 
the  bubble,  not,  sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the 
Mississippi,  but  one  every  whit  as  mischievous 
— ^was  then  fully  blown  to  its  utmost  expansion, 
and  was  near  bursting.  Yet  the  duty  on  this 
article — an  article  we  are  all  obliged  to  con- 
sume ;  in  its  necessity  next  to  the  articles  of 
salt  and  iron,  in  universal  demand ;  and  enter- 
ing into  the  food  of  l^e  poorest  man  in  the 
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oommoDitjr,  would  not  have  b^n  as  great  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  money — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  aB  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.  8ir,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mxues,  his  staye  tim- 
ber, the  provisions  for  his  slave,  at  the  first 
hand  and  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms,  can- 
not be  satisfied  with  a  protecHan-^d^Q  word  is 
not  mine ;  I  disclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind, 
but  I  nse  it  in  gentlemen's  own  sense  of  the 
term,)  yes,  sir,  a  protection  of  two  and  a  half 
cents  a  pound  on  their  sugar?  Sir,  we  have 
had  a  practical  commentary  in  the  success  of 
the  last  amendment,  (Mr.  Tod's  on  cotton  bag- 
ging,^ on  the  effects  of  perseverance— I  hope 
we  snail  profit  by  it;  I  nope  it  will  animate, 
especially,  every  opponent  of  the  bill  to  keep 
the  &ith ;  to  fight  the  good  fight^  and  to  hold 
out  to  the  end.    [Here  Mr.  Bbent  interposed.] 

Sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.  My  proposition, 
sir,  is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off.  But. 
from  the  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could 
reall  V  think  that  bv  some  necromantic  process, 
I  had  been  suddenly  transferred  to  a  Cnamber 
of  Deputies,  or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons, 
to  the  deliberative  hall  of  some  one  of  the  older — 
I  will  not  say  the  more  corrupt — ^I  disdaim  the 
imputation;  but  one  of  the  older  and  more 
oitute  Governments  of  Europe.  Sir,  I  am 
wronff.  I  rather  could  wish  I  was  thus  trans- 
ferred;  for,  in  the  British  Parliament.  I  could 
see  duties  reduced  to  less  than  one-hali  of  their 
former  amount;  not,  indeed,  from  choice,  sir, 
for  power  is  sweet,  and  -so  is  money.;  but  the 
BritiBh  ministry  have  been  driven  to  the  re- 
duction^  and  on  the  necessary  article  of  salt, 
seven-eighths  of  tiie  duty  has  been  taken  o% 
and  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  remainder. 
But  here,  sir,  by  some  strange  conjunction  of 
the  planets — ^for  evidentij^  it  cannot  have  been 
by  any  constellation  being  in  opposition — ^a 
most  extraordinary  effect  has  been  produced. 
In  this  most  popular  branch  of  the  most  popular 
Qovemment  in  the  world,  we,  who  come  im- 
mediately from  the  people,  whose  arteries  mav 
be  expected  to  pulsate  and  keep  measure  with 
their  own,  instantiy  become  extremely  fastidi- 
ous, BO  soon  as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  lessen  toe  burdens  of  the  coun- 
try. Sir,  were  it  not  as  plain  as  the  noonday 
sun,  I  would  quote  high  authority  in  this  House, 
to  prove  what  I  have  sidd  of  the  distreases  of 
the  country.  Sir,  the  very  stamp  act  itself 
could  hardly  throw  us  into  a  greater  flame  than 
a  proposal  to  diminish  any  of  the  taxes— a^, 
sir,  or  our  own  emolument,  seems  to  excite  in 
this  House.  But  as  it  is  a  feeling  in  which  I 
do  not  participate,  as  my  feelings  run  in  quite 
another  direction,  I  find  myself  quite  cool — ^never 
more  unmoved  in  my  life;  for  i^  as  I  have 
some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  shall  not  be  re- 
duced, I  sir,  shall  pay  as  littie  of  it  as  any  man. 

Mr.  OoNDiOT  opposed  the  motion,  and  refer- 
red to  the  £^ts  which  existed  when  the  present 
duty  was  laid. 

Mr.  Babdolph  replied. 


Mr.  Bbxmt  said  a  few  words;  sod 

Mr.  Floyd  argued  at  some  length  ii&nj 
the  reduction.  ^ 

Mr.  OooK  took  the  same  side  of  the  ^Kta 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Guslkt  ;  wha 

Mr.  WicxuTTB  oalled  for  the  prniwe^ 
tion.  The  House  reftned  to  take  it-^a£ 
noeB-99. 

Mr.  FiJZBEixT  opposed  the  redodioa 

Mr.  Wabfikij)  avowed  a  diange  of 
on  the  subject,  and  argned  in  &yor  of  ik  » 
duction,  and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Fabbdil 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindication  of  tk  aa 
he  .had  pursued,  and  in  answer  toa^^ 
inconsistency. 

Mr.  LxvnvGSTOX  explained  some  fick  ii» 
lation  to  the  consumption  and  nisDgaf  «c 
and  urged  arguments  against  the  pnfsi 
amendment. 

Mr.  Mallaby  inquired  into  the  ititeifa 
sugar-growing  interest,  and  the  prospeditffi 
increase. 

Mr.  LiynrosTON  replied,  and  stated  dead: 
explanation. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  is  afv 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to  adjoura— ayesShitf 
100. 

Mr.  Forsyth  gave  the  history  of  tkie^a 
tion  of  the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  tbtt  in 
rais^  for  revenue  only,  and  advoosteddia- 
duction. 

Mr.  Mallaby  spoke  in  (^poritioo  tairw 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  £t^ 
dolph's  motion,  by  yeas  and  niys-^'' 
nays  99,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Menn.  Abbot,  Aduna,  Akm^tf ^ 
ginia,  Allen  of  MaauKdnueiti,  ^^^  ^J!^ 
Archer,  P.  P.  Baibour,  Breck,  Brown,  Botkw^* 
leig^  Buton,  Cambreleiig,  Campbell  of  Sc^^^ 
olina,  Carter,  Caiy,  Cobb,  Conner,  Cook,0^ 
Cnahman,  Dwinell,  Edwazds  of  KaA  C^ 
Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Gaiwtti  6* 
Girt,  Govan,  Hall,  Haxniltoii,  Harvff,  H»j«* 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  HoortoDi  ^^*^ 
thpqp,  L©e,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Uttte,  Ii»«J 
Locke,  Loi4;feUow,  McCoy,  McDoffie,  Mtf*J» 
gam,  Matlack,  Meicer,  Hetcalfe,  MitdrtD  of  li*; 
land,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien  Pl^ 
New  Hampabire,  Bandolph,  BeyDoMi^  ^^&^ 
SaondeiBp  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alenate??^ 
William  Smith,  Spalght,  Spe&oe,  Stedii^i^ 
aon,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Stio^s,  I^^ 
Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  G««8Kc?\ 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Viifiin%  iW*' 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  CaidiiV***. 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  WickliiR.  ^»%' 
New  York,  WiUiams  of  Viiginia,  WflIi«B»«  ^ 
Carolina,  and  James  ^Vllson — 9€L 

NAT8.~Mea8rs.  Alexander  of  Tcnnwee,|J2 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticnt,  Baxtfcf ,  f^ 
BUir,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  C«n|*«"«^ 
Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Coodict,  CiA  W 
Crowninahield,  Cnthbcrt,  Day,  Dmftfi  .^  \ 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellia,  Fairelly,  Findlay,  *«^ 
Fuller,  Ganison,  Gaday,  Gurkj,  ^»^J^ 
Hemphill,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  fl<*«!!^^ 
Jenlansi  Johnson  of  Yixguus,  J.  T*  ^^""^  ' 
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Tolmaon,  Kremer,  Lftwranoe,  linooln,  Litchfield, 
jTiantOD,  Longf  McArthnr,  MoKean,  MoKee,  Mo- 
jUM  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallazy,  Maik- 
ey,  Martindale,  Marrin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
rvlvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
jiren,  Pattenon  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Bankin, 
teed,  Shards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Sharpe, 
^ble7,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentacky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Tance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Web- 
tor,  Whipple,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
ina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 

8o  the  motion  was  negatived* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wiluamb,  of 
i^'orth  Oarolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
he  following,  yiz :  On  salt,  twelve  and  a  half 
)ent8  per  busnel  of  fifty-six  ponnds,  instead  of 
;wenty  cents,  as  now  imposed  by  law."  * 

And  then  the  House  a^joamed. 


*  This  wss  the  first  error  committed  In  the  movement  to  re- 
Inee  the  salt  duty— the  error  of  not  ooupUng  with  it  the  oor- 
mponding  reduetlon  of  the  fishing  bonntles  end  sUowsnoes. 
fhese  bounties  and  aUowanoes  were  nothing  but  a  drew- 
laek  of  the  du^  on  salt  on  that  part  of  theflsh  whieh  should 
M  exported :  and  as  such  drawback,  preyions  to  this  time, 
he  aalt  duty  and  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances,  rose 
tad  MI,  liTed  and  died,  and  came  to  life  again  together.  The 
tame  of  salted  proylsions  (beef  and  pork)  exported.  From 
;he  first  salt  tax  In  1789,  when  the  tax  was  6  cents  the  bushel, 
lown  to  the  suppression  of  the  same  In  1807,  when  it  bad 
>aen  raised  to  90  cents  a  bushel,  the  tax  and  Its  attendant  boun- 
ies  aadallowsaoee  on  both  fi^  and  salt  proylsioos,  rose  to- 
(etlter  end  fell  together.  In  the  act  of  *80,  after  impoetng  the 
laty  of  6  cents  a  bushel  on  salt,  it  went  on  to  allow  the  draw- 
laek  in  these  words:  '^That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
Ml  oTety  quintal  of  dried,  and  on  erery  barrel  of  pickled  fish, 
if  the  fisheries  of  the  U.  8^  and  on  eyery  barrel  of  salted  provi- 
ions  of  the  U.  &,  exported  to  sny  country  without  the  lim- 
,ts  thersol^  in  lieu  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the  importa- 
Aoa  of  the  salt  emplojed  and  expended  therein ;  «is ;  On 
irtary  quintal  (112  pounds)  of  dried  fish,  5  cents:  on  erery 
Mrrel  of  pickled  fish,  6  cents :  on  every  barrel  of  salted  pro- 
rlslons,  5  cents.**— In  1793,  when  the  salt  tax  was  raised  to  8 
ients  a  bushel,  all  these  allowances  were  incressed  one- 
buth:  in  *9fi,  when  the  tax  was  raised  to  IS  cents,  the  al- 
dwaneee  were  doubled :  in  1797,  when  raised  to  20  cents,  all 
JM  bonntles  and  allowancee  were  proportionately  increased, 
lo  as  to  make  them  abore  three  times  ss  much  ss  when  first 
illowed  in  1789.  In  the  year  180T,  under  Ur.  Jeilbrson,  and 
tpon  his  reeommendatloD,  the  salt  tax,  and  all  its  appurte- 
laaees,  wss  suppressed ;  bat  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
3feat  Britain,  the  salt  tax  was  rerlTMl,  and  at  iU  hlgheet 
fate,  of  90  cents  for  M  pounds,  (while  the  measured  bushel 
irelg^ied  84  pounds ;)  but  only  as  a  war  tax— to  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 
Upjn  which  the  sagacloas  Mr.  Macon  said,  these  fine  words 
)f  limitation  wore  nothing :  the  tax.  If  put  on,  would  stick, 
tod  abore  forty  years*  experience  has  shown  that  he  was 
ibout  righc;  the  tax  stlU  sticks,  in  part,  and  the  fishing 
kmnties  and  allowances,  founded  upon  It,  in  fbll.  But  not 
10  of  the  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  salted  prorislonSb  The 
tax  being  only  for  the  war,  and  no  exportations  being  ex- 
pected by  the  formers  during  the  war,  the  allowance  to  ex- 
|M»rted  salted  proTlsions  was  not  roTiyed.  To  the  fisheries 
mly  the  bounties  and  allowances  were  rcTiTcd ;  and  they 
teTC  been  drawiag  great  annual  sums  fh>m  the  trcMury 


Wkdnbsdat,  April  14. 

Claim  qf  Daniel  D.  T^mphi'M, 

Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  suMeot  of  the  clium  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  late  GoTemorof  the  State  of  New 
York,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  wai 
referred  tiie  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  25th  of  March,  1884,  relatite  to  the  ac- 
ooonts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report : 

That  the  aoooonts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
fbll  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
who  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and  in  the  Tiewa 
of  the  committee  then  expressed^as  to  the  eerrices  of 
Goyemor  Tompkins,  and  his  ohws  to  the  justice  and 
liberality  of  his  ooontiy ,  this  committee  fully  oonemr. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  claims  and  accounts  of 
Goyernor  Tompkins^  the  committea,  at  the  last  session, 
reported  in  favor  oi)  and  recommended — 

L  An  allowance  of  interest  on  all  monejrs  adyancad 
by  him,  on  account  of  the  public,  firom  the  time  of 
making  such  advances  to  the  time  of  his  being  ra> 
imbuned. 

2.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  by  him  during  the  lato  war. 

8.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  con- 
sequence of'any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him  money 
and  Treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified^  to  be 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  coUatend  security  for 
loans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government 

4.  An  irresponsibility   for  losses  incurred  by  any 
firands  or  failures  of  sub-agents  to  whom  moneys 
were  advanced  through  his  hands. 
In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  bill  was  passed  an- 

ever  sinoo,— «s  Urge  ss  ever — without  regard  to  the  subse- 
quent redactions  in  the  salt  duty ;  while  the  exporters  id 
beef  and  porlc  hayo  been  losing  80  cents  on  the  barrel  slnoe 
the  reyival  of  the  tax.  The  following  is  the  bill  for  the  sup> 
pression  of  the  salt  tax  passed  in  Ifr.  Jefferson's  time  : 

Be  U  tnaeUd^  dc^  That,  from  and  alter  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Jane  next,  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  salt  imported  Into  the  United  Statea,  and  for  other 
pnrpoeea,**  paaaed  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thooBand  seven 
nandred  and  nlncty-soven,  shdl  be.  and  the  same  hereby  Is, 
repealed,  and  that,  from  and  •tUr  tne  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  on  Imported 
salt,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed ;  and,  from  and 
after  the  day  last  aforesaid^  salt  ahall  be  imported  Into  the 
United  States  free  of  daty :  PrcvitUd^  That  lor  the  reooveiy 
and  receipt  of  sacb  dotlcs  ss  ahall  have  aecrued,  and  on  the 
days  aforesaid,  respeetiycly,  remain  oatstandluff,  and  for  the 
feooyery  and  dlatiibatlon  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeiturea 
and  the  remlwlon  thereof^  which  snail  have  been  inenrred 
before  and  on  the  said  days,  respectively,  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  act  shall  remain  In  rail  foree  and  virtae. 

Sxc  S.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  alter 
the  first  day  of  Janoary  next,  so  macn  of  anv  act  as  allows 
a  bounty  on  exported  salt  provLslons  and  pickled  fish,  in  lien 
of  drawback  <Mrthe  dntiea  on  the  salt  employed  In  earing  the 
same,  and  so  moch  of  acy  act  as  mekee  allowanoe  to  the 
owners  and  crews  of  fishing  vessola,  In  Ilea  of  drawbaek  ef 
the  dotles  paid  on  the  salt  used  bv  the  same,  shsll  be,  sad 
the  same  nereby  Is.  repealed :  Provided,  That  the  proyl- 
sions of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain  In  frill  force  and  virtue 
Ibr  the  payment  of  the  bounties  or  aUowansse  inoufrsd  ec 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  next 


760 


ABRIDOMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


ThelhnfBm, 


[Ann^im 


thorixSDg  "  the  proper  aoooanting  officers  of  the  Treaa- 
1117  to  adjust  and  settle  the  aooonnta  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkms,  late  (Jovemor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  principles  of  eqoity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  leTision  and  final  decision  of  tfa«  President  of 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  GoTemor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern - 
ment  to  a  large  amount,  and  that  eyery  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
report;  but  they  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  act  of 
Congress  before  recited  gives  snffiotent  authority  for 
this  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  infonned,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid  act  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  President  and  the  accounting  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  proTisions  of  that  law,  uie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exer- 
cise it^  of  doing  fulj^nd  liberal  justioe  to  Gorernar 
TompkiiM. 

The  oommittee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reason, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  firom  the  further  consideration  of  the 
■uUect,  axid  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  conYersation  arose  between  Mr.  McLakb 
and  Mr.  Oockb,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Cockb 
moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noes  60. 

Ths  Tariff  Bill 

The  IIoQse  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the  Tariflf — 

Mr.  TuoKEB,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber nezt ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Tbimble  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House ; 
the  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  87,  noes  78. 
A  call  of  the  House  was  accordingly  ordered. 
The  names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the 
doors  closed. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  call  The  motion 
was  negatived.    Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  ahsen- 
tees,  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Websteb  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Tbihblb  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.   Ayes  110. 

Mr.  MsBOEB  protested  against  either  an  indefi- 
nite postponement,  or  taking  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  this  bill,  whilst  amendments  were  pend- 
ing, and  others  ready  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Tbimble  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — 
ayes  94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Websteb  stated  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bandolph  expressed  nearly  the  same 
views. 


Mr.  Tucker  said,  on  making  his  moftittito 
postpone  the  TarifiT  bill  to  the  Ist  of  Deeyab? 
next,  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  htasat 
other  gentlemen  had  already  expressed  his  vievi 
of  the  subject  nnd^  discussion  much  bats 
than  he  was  capable  of  doing,  and  much  nun 
to  his  satisfaction.  But  I  am  of  opinioiL,  sad 
Mr.  T.,  that  this  discossion,  and  the  coone  tia: 
has  been  pursued,  are  safiScient  evideoes  of  tk 
impropriety,  at  least,  of  laying  dataes  fc^  mj 
purpose  except  revenue.  And  if  we  can  pba 
any  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pread^; 
of  the  United  States,  andSecretazyof  tbeliw- 
ury^  there  is  no  neoeesitj  for  increasiof  de 
revenue,  except  it  should  be  thongfat  aouaiij 
to  carry  into  operation  a  system  of  interasl  b- 
provement — a  project,  he  believed,  equailjs 
unconstitutional  as  the  proposed  tari^  ni 
which  will  be  equally  as  partial  in  its  openMte 
and  oppressive  m  its  effect ;  both  of  whid  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  co]isd£> 
tion,  unwise,  and  impolitic — ^measures  which  I 
protest  against  Some  gentlemen  ccmtendthft 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  the  rer- 
enue,  and  encourage  domestic  indostrr ;  ml 
that,  by  increasing  the  duty,  the  artick^  vC 
come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  Ac  I  asBts 
believe  such  doctrine.  To  say  that  the  znififi- 
facturers  cannot  go  on  without  increasinf;  ik 
present  duties,  to  enable  them  to  compete  via 
foreign  manufactures,  and  thereby  place  it  a 
the  power  of  the  manufacturers  to  charge  mst 
for  their  articles,  and  yet  that  they  will  eooe 
cheaper  to  the  consumer,  seems  to  me  abscii 

Our  constitution  was  formed  to  esta^Bk 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  proride  ft 
the  common  defence  and  general  wel&reof  i2is 
Union.  But  if  these  projects  are  carried  isD 
operation,  they  must  and  will  have  a  coDtr&rr 
effect.  From  some  sections  of  this  Union,  pesh 
tions  have  been  presented  from  many  man^&^ 
turers,  praying  for  protection ;  which,  if  \ixj 
succeed,  must  operate  against  the  interest  d 
every  other  class,  except  themselves,  and  It 

garticularly   oppressive  to  the  people  m  the 
outhem  States. 

This  subject  has  been  too  long  discussed,  aa' 
I  have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  ndnd  » 
made  up  on  it,  and  that  the  vote  now  would  ht 
the  same  that  it  would  be  a  month  heaoe.  I 
think  the  bill  worse  now,  than  whexi  it  wif  r^- 

r>rted  by  the  Ck)mmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  s 
am  opposed  to  the  biU  with  any  amendmeis 
that  could  be  made;  and,  for  the  purpose cf 
putting  an  end  to  further  discussion  and  ameed- 
ment,  I  shall  move  for  the  postponement  v{  it 
I  think  it  time  for  the  present  session  to  eoiDt 
to  a  dose ;  I,  for  one,  wish  to  go  home ;  but,  if 
gentlemen  think  we  should  stay  longer,  I  am  U 
opinion  our  time  can  be  much  better  employed 
on  other  subjects.  I  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  question  of  postponemenL 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Basboub  mak 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  When  the  qae»- 
tion  was  taken  on  indefinite 
yeas  46,  naya  155. 
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Salt   Tas, 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
>reyionsly  offered  hy  Mr.  Wiluams,  redadng 
he  duty  on  salt  to  10  cents  per  hashel. 

Mr.  Ross  called  for  the  previons  question. 

The  Iloase  refused  to  snstam  the  call — ayes 
^8,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Bandford  made  some  general  remarks  in 
>ppo8ition  to  the  bilL 

mx,  Rbed  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials 
n  opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Flotd  advocated  the  redaction,  which 
vas  also  supported  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and 
tfooBB,  of  Alabama ;  when  the  question  was 
aken  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yens  81,  nays  122,  as 
bllows : 

Yeas. — ^Meaars.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virgiiiia> 
Ulen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
barber  of  Connecticnt,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
^artlett,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  South 
[Taiolina,  Carter,  Caiy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
)eper,  Cushman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
^oot  of  Connecticut,  Forayth,  Frost,  Gamett,  Gatlin, 
jrist,  Govan,  Hall,  Haxnilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
loustOD,  Kent,  Lafhrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Little,  Liy- 
srmore,  Lon^,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim, 
tfangum,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
MLoore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New 
Sampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
(Vmiam  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
K.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Taliafeiro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
>f  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
^ortb  Carolhia,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina— 81. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
yiison,  Baylies,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
3reck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buokner,  Cady, 
:;ampbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
>ook.  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cathbert,  Day, 
>urfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddj,  Ellis,  Far- 
«lly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
jranison,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Hazris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
leniy,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
omfa«,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Fohnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
etcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Longfellow, 
tfcArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
if  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
on,  Metcalfe,  Bfitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Centucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose, 
toes,  Sandford,  Scott,  Shaipe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
>tom,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
fhompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Jdree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselear,  Van  Wyck, 
rinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
V^hite,  Wickliflb,  WilHams  of  New  York,  James 
ITilson,  Henry  Wilson,  li^lwn  of  Ohio»  Wood,  Woods, 
jid  Wright~121. 


So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  TCrkmhb  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House,  this  time,  sustained  the  call — 
ayes  98,  noes  86. 

The  question,  "Shall  the  main  question  he 
now  put?^'  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
111,  nays  98. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
"  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  106, 
nays  102,  as  follows: 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hoi- 
combe,  Houston,  Jei^kms,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  little,  Mc  Arthur,  MoKean,  MoKim,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delavrare,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rote,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompdon  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyaon, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
Uffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Nats. — Messrs.  Abl^  Alexander  of  Virginia, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  AHen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Culhbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDnfBe,  McKee,  Mangnm,  Meroer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plu- 
mer oif  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley, 
Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolma, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whip- 
ple, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 
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Abboti^  Jobl,  SepreMntatiye  from  GkoigU,  8, 918, 8T7, 6M. 

— )Sm  IndM,  ToL  A. 
SmmkdmeKj  Hxhbt,  in  the  the  Honae,  petition  o(  presented, 
857;  owiDg  to  the  oonetraetion  of  the  Uwi  relating  to 
enrolling  end  UoenalDg  of  Teeeela,  colored  persona  were 
debarred  from  this  privilege,  95& 
AnAsra,  BarjAniK,  Bepreeentnti?*  from  MttMehaaetti,  8. 
— iSm  IndsK,  Tols.  Oi,  (L 

AddrtMtt  </Me  JSetuUe  and  Houte  in  answer  to  Presideni's 
Messages^'— iSM  /fufeoo^  yola.  1,  % 

Adffouminenif  in  Me  S&naUt  a  proposition  to  a^oum  on 
the  fint  of  April  oonaidered,  160;  nothing  bat  ordinary 
bmlneis  to  be  done,  160;  too  soon  to  fix  n  day,  169 ;  noth- 
ing be  loet  bj  postponing  meet  of  the  Important  qnes- 
tiona  now  before  Congress  to  the  next  session,  IflO;  tho 
real  question  is,  whether  the  business  can  be  done  in  n  cer- 
tain time,  170;  ftirther  debate,  170;  resolution  agreed  to, 
170. 

In  Me  Soute,  do  not  possess  the  neoesssrj  ikcts  to  fix 
n  limit  to  the  session,  267;  Tezy  little  has  been  done  so 
Ikr,  868 ;  ftirther  debete,  S6& 

Admiral*  in  Ihs  ITa^.-^Sse  /tutas,  roL  fi. 

jf^rican  St»M%  and  Slav&ry.''-JSe*  Ind^ao^  toK  1, 2,  end  /a- 
ctes,  voL  6,  SloMry. 

ALXXAjmis,  Adam  B.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Tennessee,  508. 

Alsxavdis,  Haxk,  Bepresentatiye  from  Virginia,  8;  816 
877, 508 ;  on  the  BoTolntionazy  Pension  bill,  891.  Sei 
Ind^m,  ToL  6. 

JLIffer^i4  War.— See  Indea^  rol.  1. 

AUegia/noe,  Foreign.— -See  Indeso,  toL  1 ;  also  Ind^o^  Tola. 
8, 5, 8.,  A^pcUrtotfoA. 

Aujiir,  NATHAinxL,  BepresentatiTe  ttom  New  York,  & 
iSse  Indeaa^  toL  8. 

Aiuar,  BoBBBT,  BepresentatiTe  from  Tennessee,  8,  818, 877, 
508;  on  the  public  Und  debt,  187;  relatlTc  to  payment 
for  horsee  lost  in  the  Beminole  war,  808 ;  on  road  from 
Memphis  to  Little  Book,  816.    See  Indeaa,  roL  t. 

Aixxir,  BAjnrxL  C,  Bepresentative  from  Maasachnseits,  8, 
SIS,  877, 508.    See  Indeao,  toI.  8. 

Aixiaov,  Jambs,  Bepresentatire  ftx>m  Pennsylysnia,  098. 

Amelia  Aland.— See  Indem^  toL  8. 

Amendment  of  the  Journal  <^f1ke  Souee.—See  MleeourL 

Amendment  to  tKe  0(m9ttitftion.—la.  the  Senate,  resolution 
offered  to  amend  the  constitution  so  ss  to  giTe  the  Sen- 
ate sppeUate  Jurisdictiou  from  the  Judiciary  over  all 
cases  in  law  or  equity  under  the  constitution,  Ac,  145; 
the  constitution  itself  contemplates  amendment,  148; 
the  sole  difficulty  in  its  formation  was  to  determine  the 
proper  distribution  of  power,  146 ;  after  an  experience  of 


thirty-two  yean  it  becomes  our  duty  to  b^n  this  inquiry 
relatiTe  to  the  coniUcts  between  the  Federal  Judiciary 
and  the  aorereignty  of  the  States,  148 ;  those  conlUets  so 
Drequent  and  alanning,  the  pul)Uc  ssfety  demands  an  in- 
▼estigation,  146;  it  is  contended  by  some  of  the  Btstes, 
that  the  States  have  superior  daims  to  an  exduslTe  de- 
cision in  all  cases  of  conflicting  power,  148;  in  thccase 
of  Peu^ylvania,  much  was  said  of  the  rights  of  the  par- 
tlei^  and  the  necessity  of  a  tribunal  that  could  remedy 
the  cTil,  148;  at  this  time  there  is  unfortunately  a  want 
of  confldence  in  the  Federal  Judiciary  in  eases  that  in- 
▼olve  political  power,  147;  it  Is  a  principle  interwoven 
both  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  Oovemment,  that 
every  department  which  exerdses  politics]  power  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  people,  147 ;  it  may  be  denied  by  some 
that  the  Judiciary  exerdses  legislative  or  judidal  pow- 
ers, 148 ;  the  pasdons  and  propendtios  of  human  natnra, 
with  all  their  imperfections,  are  alike  common  to  erory 
rank  and  condition,  148 ;  it  Is  not  pretended  that  Judges 
are  worse  than  other  men,  148;  power  cannot  safely  be 
confided  anywhere  without  the  guarantee  of  reqtoud- 
bility,  148;  are  we  ehoodng  guardians  to  control  us,  and 
prevent  us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits  of  luna- 
cy? 149;  has  the  change  in  the  Judidal  term  from  ten- 
ancy at  will  to  that  of  life  essentially  changed  the  diar- 
aeter  of  deddons  in  Great  Britdn  r  149 ;  the  nature  snd 
the  object  of  the  Federd  Judiciary  are  subjects  worthy 
of  investigation,  150 ;  the  red  obijeet  of  an  independent 
Judiciary  in  this  country,  must  haye  been  to  embody 
the  best  experience  in  legd  knowledge,  and  produce 
unUbrmity  of  deddon  in  l^d  questions  relating  to  prop- 
erty and  crimeSk  150;  what  should  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land?  150;  the  history  of  this  Oovemment  ftir- 
nldkcs  us  nothing  that  can  induce  us  to  look  with  a  yery 
fevorable  eye  to  the  Federd  Judiciary  as  a  safe  depod- 
tory  of  our  liberties,  151;  instances  in  whidi  State  au- 
thorities have  been  set  at  defiance,  151 ;  case  of  Dart- 
month  College,  151 ;  esse  of  New  Jersey,  188 ;  esse  of 
Pennsylvania,  158 ;  ease  of  ICarylaod,  158 ;  case  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  158 ;  the  case  of  Cohen  vs.  Virginia,  154. 

JOeetion  of  Preeideni  and  Vice  Preeident  byadi- 
reel  eete  afihe  people,  a  resolution  relative  to,  offered, 
4781 

A  resolution  providing  that  the  electors  shall  oontlnna 
voting  until  a  Preddent  la  chosen,  offered,  478;  the 
neceadty  of  some  change  Is  obvious,  478 ;  numerooa  pro- 
positions offesed,  478;  the  Electors  represent  the  tme 
feeUngs  of  the  people,  478L 

A  reeolotion  proposing  the  district  system,  offered,  478L 

A  rssdntion  to  restore  the  origind  system  proposed, 
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474 ;  a  return  to  the  good  old  ways  vi  oar  politteal  flithers, 
474 ;  for  what  parpoae  was  the  offloe  <rf  Yloe  Preel- 
dent  created,  474;  the  propriety  of  (he  original  mode 
uS  dectlon  waa  not  only  evident  from  the  deduetlons 
of  reasoning  and  the  voice  of  experience,  bat  it  waa 
Itally  confirmed  by  the  proepect  of  the  ftatare  and  espe- 
cially by  the  prospect  immediately  before  the  natiom 
47ft;  naUy  479;  while  no  small  ezdtement  exists  in  rela- 
tlon  to  the  Presidents  election,  there  Is  an  nttor  apathy 
and  indifference  in  regard  to  the  Yiee  President,  47S. 

Besolntlon  providing  for  a  second  ballot  by  the  Eleo- 
ton  if  there  is  no  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  476;  the 
plan  ot  an  election  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  ex- 
amined, 476;  It  does  not  profess  to  give  the  choice  to 
a  mi^oi^^  of  ^^  people,  and  renders  a  resort  to  the 
House  <tf  Representatives  almost  indispensable,  476 ;  the 
eonsent  of  the  States  required  for  the  district  system, 
476;  bsfils  of  the  election  of  the  three  departments  of 
Government,  476;  its  tendency  is  to  reduce  still  more 
the  relative  weight  of  the  large  States  in  the  general 
scale,  477 ;  remarks  on  the  other  propositions,  477,  478; 
remarks  of  commentators  on  the  constitation,  478;  ex- 
perience has  settled  for  us  the  general  point  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  constitation  upon 
the  relative  strength  and  influence  of  the  respective 
Governments,  479 ;  election  of  President  and  Yloe  Presi- 
dent by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  considered,  496;  It 
proposes  to  divide  the  United  States  into  electoral  dis- 
tricts, 496^  497 ;  evils  of  the  general  ticket  system,  497; 
the  choice  of  electors  by  legislative  ballot  is  sabject  to 
•qual  objections,  498;  analysis  of  the  words  of  the 
oonstttation,  498;  the  construction  put  upon  the  con- 
stitution at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  499;  reasons  stated 
in  the  Federalist,  499;  these  reasons  considered,  600, 
601;  by  the  constitution  itwsa  intended  the  electoral 
office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity  In  the  republic, 
608;  the  elector  msy  betray  the  liberties  of  the  people 
by  selling  his  vote,  602 ;  historical  examples  to  prove  the 
norrectness  of  this  opinion,  602;  the  virtue  and  simpli- 
city of  this  day  must  pass  away,  608;  danger  of  tumults 
and  popalar  commotions,  608 ;  what  shall  we  infer  from 
tumultuoos  elections,  504;  the  Grecian  republics,  604. 

Caueu9  SyHem.— Under  tlie  present  state  of  public 
feelings  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  should  be 
postponed,  617  ;  a  new,  self-created,  central  power, 
stronger  than  the  power  of  the  constitution,  has  grown  up 
at  the  seat  of  €k>vemment,  617 ;  ndSy  617 ;  this  power  at 
present  composed  of  a  select  number  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, Ac^  618 ;  they  are  under  no  restriction  as  to  the 
number  and  condition  and  residence  of  their  members, 
618 ;  should  perilous  times  occur  and  men  of  unchas- 
tened  ambition  become  President  and  Ylce  President 
they  would  employ  this  central  power  to  fill  the  two 
Hooses  of  Congress,  618 ;  let  any  member  of  the  Senate 
point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  the  slightest  encouragement  to  measures  of  any 
sort  by  which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  ellected  previously  to  the  choice  of  elec- 
tors in  the  several  States,  618 ;  the  practice  of  holding 
caucuses  has  long  existed,  619;  the  first  embargo  was 
agreed  upon  in  caucus,  619;  proceeding  in  the  States 
relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  619;  It 
has  been  said  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  large  States  to  deprive  the 
smaller  States  of  their  equal  ratio  in  the  House  in  the 
choice. of  President,  520;  a  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  should  dispel  this  impression,  620l 

A  disproportion  has  grown  out  of  the  relative  powers 
of  the  great  and  small  States  which  the  members  of  the 
convention  had  not  foreseen,  681 ;  six  great  States  can 
control  the  election,  681 ;  the  appotntnxent  of  eleotors 


by  State  legidatares  has  been  acquiesced  in  iior  tlifa^ 
years,  681 ;  if  the  legislators  choose  the  deeton  tbcf 
know  whom  they  choose,  581 ;  the  present  proriaoo  cf 
the  constitation  in  respect  to  an  election  of  Presldeat 
is  extremely  weak,  682;  the  power  which  membencl 
Congress  assumed  of  nominating  a  President  {dieses  tha 
complete  control  of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  t 
party,  682 ;  the  caucus  is  neither  forbidden  nor  eBjofned 
by  the  constitution,  682;  every  printer  In  the  eenatrj 
exercised  the  same  privilege,  688. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  caaeos  here,  5S8;  seemi  to 
apprehend  the  time  will  come  when  the  PreaideattBd 
heads  of  departments  wlU  partieipato  in  such  a  ess- 
vention,  688;  a  public  meeting  !ias  been  hddto  rM»B> 
mend  to  the  people  to  unite  and  keep  the  eleetios  la 
their  own  hands,  588;  what  is  the  qoestion  belbn  tlis 
Senate,  that  of  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  smesd- 
ments»  688;  the  district  system^  688;  U  the  olgcet  to 
affect  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  oanens  vbidi 
has  been  recently  held,  684;  its  object  wss  to  prodan 
onion,  684;  former  cancusos,  684;  what  hss  tUi  to 
do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the  oonstitatiwt 
684 ;  it  is  a  firebrand  thrown  into  this  House,  6fi4;  vbit 
was  done  In  caacus  wss  done  openly,  8S4;  ezplsosUoB, 
684;  it  is  said  that  a  Congresdonal  caucus  for  the  noad- 
natlon  of  President  is  not  liable  to  any  of  the  objeetkw 
which  may  be  urged  against  the  election  of  Preddest 
by  Congress,  685 ;  an  obvious  Ikllacy,  685;  if  gentleiDia 
acted  in  their  private  capacity  every  citizen  woold  k 
entiUed  to  attend,  685;  a  member  of  CongresB  ensst 
put  off  his  character  and  as  a  private  dtixen  iateiftn 
with  matters  which  the  constitation  has  wisely  pn- 
hibited  him  from  meddling  with,  686 ;  illnstrstloos,aM; 
objections  to  a  Congressional  caaeos,  686;  it  is  ssld  laeh 
a  caucus  is  teee  flnom  objection,  because  it  does  not  pro- 
fess to  elect  bat  only  to  nominate  a  President,  QS7;  h 
not  the  design  of  the  nomination  to  procure  the  tlee- 
tionf  637;  it  is  said,  a  caacua  la  necessary  to  praurto 
union,  687;  lUs  debate  is  entirely  out  of  order,  sad 
foreign  to  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  588;  the  trw 
question  is,  whether  we  have  a  confederated  or  s  cos* 
solldated  government,  628;  how  flu-  wiU  these  smesd- 
ments  go  to  cure  the  evils  in  the  constitation  or  is* 
troduce  others  into  It,  588 ;  to  an  unadvised  Btnmger 
who  had  heard  the  first  speaker  it  woq^d  seem  thst  i 
monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up  threatening  to  de- 
vastate the  oountry,  689;  it  is  said  the  President  ad 
Heads  of  Departments  may  with  equal  propriety  mtd 
and  make  a  nomination,  but  they  do  not  come  inune- 
dlately  from  the  people  as  members  of  Congress,  599; 
let  gentlemen  propose  a  substitate  for  a  csqcim,  SM; 
what  is  the  consequence  of  a  difllerence  of  oj^los? 
680;  the  meeting  is  merely  for  the  genersl  ooncestn* 
tion  of  opinion,  580;  the  system  is  too  old  in  this  coan- 
try— opposition  to  It  will  not  do,  681 ;  the  daogen  tkt 
Bepublican  party  had  to  encounter  have  been  toauSj 
obviated  by  the  caucus  system,  682;  it  hss  bees  ap- 
proved, 688 ;  a  view  of  the  caucus  system  as  It  bis 
operated,  682;  suppose  all  had  met  and  agreed  <»  > 
candidate,   what  would  have  been  the  ooaseqaeiiee? 
688 ;  in  a  government  like  ours  there  mast  be  wma 
mode  to  concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people,  5SS;  vl>st 
is  to  be  substituted  for  the  caucus  mode?  K8;  motioa 
to  lay  on  the  teble  lost,  684 ;  unfortunate  for  the  amead- 
ments  that   this  subject  has  been  introdnoed,  dN; 
none  could  be  made  to  affect  the  next  eleettiMi,  SSt; 
review  of  the  past,  684 ;  have  now  more  esndldstea  for 
the  Presidency  than  ever  before,  684;  imposalWe  toaee 
how  the  choice  of  Electors  by  districts  could  sftctas 
election  of  President,  686l 

The  dangers  of  oar  present  qrstem  have  besaaksin 
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in  the  rtroqgest  oolon,  586;  the  bdmU  States  aak  the 
lailge  to  direst  themselTes  of  this  enonnoos  power  by 
ftdopUng  a  system  of  single  districts  for  the  choice  of 
Electors,  585;  what  is  the  power  of  the  small  States 
on  an  Election  of  President  by  the  House»  685;  the 
small  States  in  the  House  can  choose  a  President  against 
the  voice  of  the  lai^e,  586 ;  <tf  what  advantage  is  this  power 
to  the  small  States,  which  has  been  exercised  bat  once 
since  the  establishment  of  our  gOTemment,  and  was  then 
considered  a  great  calamity,  686 ;  there  is  a  power  vested 
In  the  small  States  beyond  their  numerical  strength 
upon  which  their  existence  depends,  586;  the  district 
system  hss  a  tendency  to  deprive  all  the  States  of  a  portion 
of  their  power,  587 ;  a  nomination  by  a  Congressional 
caneus  is  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  eonstlta- 
tlon,  587 ;  the  meeting  of  some  members  of  the  Virginia 
Legishttore,  587 ;  ftarther  debate,  688^  588 ;  sabjeot  post- 
poned, 540. 

In  the  Ebtu€.—13Ltao\red  to  appoint  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inqoire  into  expediency  of  amending  relative  to 
election  of  President,  dec,  5M;  report  <rf  committee,  6Q^ 
Road  and  Canal  tnaking  power  wUMn  a  State.— 
In  the  Senate,  resolution  relative  to,  4M;  importance  of 
the  question,  490 ;  is  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
within  the  States  now  vested  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  490;  little  reason  to  hope  that  without  some  con- 
stitutional provision  the  question  will  ever  be  settled, 
490;  other  reasons  for  the  amendment,  49L  Seelndem^ 
voISL  1,  S,  8, 6. 

Amusoir,  Jobh,  ease  ot    See  Indeao^  voL  6,  Bribery. 

AjroRtoir,  BxcHAnn  C.  Jvh.,  Bepresentative  from  Ken- 
tucky, 8w 

On  the  amendment  of  the  Journal  relative  to  Mls- 
soorl,  OS.    8u  Indeaa^  vol  t, 

Appointmente,  SaaeeuiUe.    See  Indeea,  voL  & 

AppropriaUone.— Stoppage  of  Pay  to  Debtore  qfthe  GoV" 
9emment.—ln  the  Senate,  an  amendment  proposed 
tf  the  Appropriation  bill,  195;  inexpedient,  196;  a  dec- 
laration that  there  wss  no  honnty  among  pnbllc  officers, 
196 ;  officers  at  a  distance  mi^t  find  It  difficult  to  settle 
their  sooonnts,  196;  any  man  indebted  to  the  people 
onght  to  discharge  that  debt  before  he  receives  any 
more  of  the  people,  196;  establish  an  odious  discrimi- 
nation among  public  debtors,  196 ;  in  this  attempt  to  do 
right  they  would  lUl  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong,  196; 
obfject  Is  to  compel  those  who  owe  the  government  to 
pay  their  debts,  197 ;  farther  debate,  197 ;  amendment 
lost,  197 ;  Ihrthor  amendments  offered  and  agreed  to,  198. 
Cumberland  RoaA,  Repair  qf.—jL  motion  to  insert 
19000  for  repairs  of  the  Oumberland  Road,  196;  Impol- 
Itlo  to  insert  this  provision  In  the  bQl  which  could  not 
be  expected  to  succeed,  198;  appropriation  agreed  to, 
198;  enormous  amounts  already  expended  on  the  toad, 
824 ;  the  people  of  the  West  have  been  heavily  taxed  to 
bnild  fortifications  on  the  seaboard,  884;  how  can  the 
repair  of  this  road  come  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  the  government  884 ;  manner 
in  which  the  provision  has  been  introduced  into  the 
bill,  824;  the  same  reasons  that  Indneod  the  govern- 
ment to  build  the  road  should  lead  them  to  take  care  of 
it,  884;  is  it  an  object  of  sufficient  consideration  to  au- 
thorize this  appropriation,  885;  every  Congreas  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years  has  appropriated  money  for  this 
object,  886;  it  Is  a  national  road  built  for  a  national  pur- 
pose, 896;  motion  to  strike  out  carried,  886;  question 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  to  strike  out,  888 ; 
the  qnestion  l^  by  whom  the  road  shall  be  repaired,  828 ; 
whether  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use 
it,  888;  it  Is  said,  because  you  have  made  the  road  you 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  repairing  it,  889;  compart- 
sons  have  been  instituted  between  the  amount  of  pub- 


lic money  expended  for  the  beneflt  ci  the  people  in  the 
Esst  and  in  the  West,  889;  how  <mn  It  be  said  Justly 
that  the  money  expended  In  a  navy  has  been  for  the 
benefit  of  the  East,  889 ;  what  has  Pennsylvania  done  T 
829 ;  it  is  expected  this  road  will  support  itseU;  829 ;  all 
agree  that  the  road  shall  not  be  suflered  to  go  to  ruin, 
880 ;  has  Congress  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  suljject 
of  Internal  improvements  within  the  States,  881 ;  Itar- 
ther  remarks,  881 ;  motion  agreed  to,  881. 

Veto  Message  of  President  Monroe,  848;  the  bill,  844; 
rejection  of,  845. 

In  tKe  iTouss.— The  appropriation  bill  considered,  449 ; 
motion  to  appropriate  $60,000  to  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  448;  origin  of  the  ftm^M>ledged  to  reftand  the 
money  which  the  road  cost,  4tf;  road  should  be  kept  in 
repair  by  tolls  for  that  purpose,  442 ;  objections  to  this 
course,  448;  if  the  road  were  accepted  by  the  States  is 
there  any  danger  It  would  go  to  destruction,  448;  roads 
in  Vermont,  448;  is  it  not  Just  that  this  road  should 
maintain  itself?  448 ;  Congress  keeps  In  repair  ships  and 
fortifications  built  at  the  public  expense,  and  why  not 
this  road  built  in  the  same  manner?  444;  it  is  asked 
what  benefit  is  this  road  to  Maine  and  Oeorgia,  444; 
uncertain  whether  the  States  will  take  It  If  ceded,  444. 

Minister  to  Lisbon,  amount  to  defray  the  expense  oi^ 
considered,  882;  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  amount  to  cover  the  ejqMnse  of  run- 
ning considered,  888. 

Qnestion  ^n  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  Fort  Calhoun,  886. 

Appropriation  for  Mobile  Point  considered,  886;  fltets 
in  the  case,  886 ;  incorrect  policy  to  make  qMdflc  sppio- 
prlatlons  to  fortifications  by  name,  886 ;  reasons  why  tha 
United  States  are  absolved  from  the  contract,  886;  far- 
ther debate,  886. 

Military. —la.  the  Senate,  to  purchase  a  turn  at  West 
Point,  moved  to  strike  ont  the  appropriation  for,  518; 
no  use  to  purchase  this  form  with  the  public  house  on  it, 
ss  another  can  be  erected  close  at  hand,  518;  liquor  o^ 
tained  at  this  house  and  introduced  in  violation  of  the 
rules  of  the  Academy,  518;  public  houses  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  and  the  expense  would  be  immense  If 
Government  should  purchase  all  to  prevent  their  Injuri 
ous  effects  on  youth,  518;  if  the  purchase  Is  made  it 
must  be  by  cession  of  the  Jurisdiction  from  the  State, 
618;  the  object  Is  much  greater  than  the  price  to  be 
paid,  514;  this  appropriation  would  Introduce  a  new 
principle,  that  we  should  purchase  ont  every  nuisance 
that  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  public  seminaries, 
514;  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading,  615. 

DiplomaHc  Corpe^  reduction  qf. — ^Too  many  minis- 
ters now,  679 ;  none  needed  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  679; 
moved  to  strike  out  lArna^  as  unnecessary,  680 ;  a  Charge 
appointed  last  year,  680;  a  large  commercial  Interoouno 
between  us  and  Peru,  680;  ftirther  debate,  684. 

North  Portico  <tf  PreeidemCe  Houee^  question  on 
granting  the  appropriation,  682;  this  Is  a  part  of  the 
original  plan  of  the  building;  682;  good  time  now  to 
build  it,  632;  reasons  for  doing  it,  682;  no  difficulty  to 
find  a  tenant  without  more  repairs,  688;  no  valuable  end 
to  be  answered  by  It,  688 ;  appropriation  lost,  684. 

Pay  for  Jobe  to  ealaried  Cffieere^  qnestion  on  strik- 
ing out  the  dause  prohibiting,  706;  compensation  re- 
ceived by  Governors  of  Territories  for  extra  serviceSi 
706 ;  state  of  the  law  in  relation  to  these  Governors,  706; 
the  laws  relative  to  Governors  of  Territories  and  Indian 
agents,  709.  5m /lufsts,  vols.  1, 2, 8,  S. 
Abgbsb,  SnvxHSOK,  Representative  from  Maryland,  8;  on 

the  vote  of  Missouri  for  Prestdsnt,  HI 
A«nif»a^  WiLUiJC  S.,  Representative  flrom  Virginia,  8, 216^ 
877,  692;  on  the  Missouri  ConstttatiOD,  88;  ofbn  % 
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rMoIstloa  nlatlT*  to  the  pofitioii  of  IflMonrt,  57, 60 ; 
on  the  anandiiient  of  the  JooTBal,  66;  on  the  Tote  of 
MiMoiui  for  Preddent,  118;  on  the  death  of  WlUiun 
Lowndee,  419;  on  the  eappreMlon  of  piracy,  888;  on 
the  sappreedon  of  pablie  doeomonta,  4B8k    8«e  IwUm^ 

T(^  & 

ArtanM*  T&rrUory.^SM  Indsm,  toL  8,  TerHi&rie$, 

Arkamttu^  western  boondarj,  report  on,  089. 

^rmy.— :In  the  Home,  the  bill  maUng  appropriations  ibr 
the  pay  and  sabelitenoe  of;  considered,  SB8;  moved  to 
flU  the  blank  with  a  certain  amoont,  858 ;  desirable  to 
see  first  a  statement  of  the  reTenne  ot  the  country,  8B8; 
we  are  now  two  months  In  the  new  year,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  pay  the  ^j^oanda  on  this  department,  908; 
the  army  and  the  Berolntionary  pensioners  soiferlng 
tot  their  pay,  908;  the  first  Inqnlry  is,  whether  we  haye 
the  money,  954 ;  the  Mil  was  rep<nted  yesterday,  and  is 
not  yet  dry,  904;  nnsafe  to  a^jnst  theapproprlatfons  on 
any  ealcnlation  of  aTersge,  854;  Author  debate  on  the 
amonnt  of  the  appropriation,  956,  XW ;  motion  to  report 
the  bill  to  the  Ho1ls^  agreed  to,  906;  report  and  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War,  971 ;  what  has  been  done 
ftjT  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  888;  It  is  said, 
that  to  preserve  peace,  a  nation  most  be  prepared  ibr 
war,  888;  at  what  time  will  there  be  war,  or  what  Is  the 
adequate  measore  of  preparation?  888;  netti,  888;  no 
probability  the  United  Stetes  will  soon  be  at  war  with 
any  ct  the  nations  Oi  Europe,  888;  the  dangers  of  an 
European  invasion  are  past,  888;  the  militia  are  tiie 
strong  bulwaik  and  Impregnable  delbnoe  of  the  nation, 
884. 

Armff,  Bednetlon  of  the,  bin  for,  79. 


Ba«lt,  Tbomas,  Sepresentetive  fkum  Ifiaryland,  6, 999. 

Bailvt,  Jomr,  Representative  from  Msssachuaetts,  509;  on 
*  the  case  of  Bailey,  884. 

Baxbb,  Calkb,  BepresenUtive  from  New  Tork,  8L  Se6  7fi- 
daoB,  voLOi. 

BALDwnr,  HsiTBT,  Beprosentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
916;  on  bank  notes  In  payment  of  duties,  68;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  69;  on  the  appropriation 
relative  to  Missouri,  98;  on  the  South  American  Prov- 
Inoea,  97;  relative  to  the  aflUrs  In  Florida,  989;  on  ex- 
penditure of  the  Indian  department,  928;  on  military 
appropriations,  258,  854;  on  the  proposed  acQoumment 
868 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  888, 82&  Ses  IndM^  voL  & 

Ball,  Willxaii  Lbs,  Bepresentetive  from  Virginia,  4,  916, 
888, 609;  decease  oi;  514.    See  Indsco^  voL  & 

Sank  JMm  in  Payment  ftf  2>uMea.— In  the  House,  a 
resolution  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  reftuing 
the  notes  of  every  bank  in  payment  of  duties  which 
issues  bills  smaller  than  five  dollais,  51 ;  vldousness  of 
the  currency  where  such  small  notes  are  issued,  51; 
efforts  making  in  some  of  the  States  to  banish  them 
from  drculation,  61 ;  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure  would  have  in  giving  preference  to  tiie 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  51 ;  the  committee 
should  inquire  whether  the  Oovemment  should  not 
lend  its  aid  to  bring  about  uniibrmily  by  exdnding 
small  notes,  59:  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  reception  of  these  notes,  58;  bad 
policy  ever  to  have  permitted  the  banks  to  issue  notes 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  52 ;  the  particu- 
lar object  of  this  motion  Is  not  to  benefit  the  bank,  52 ; 
the  bank  has  not  ftalfilled  the  duties  it  wss  intended  to 
perform,  62 ;  was  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
intended  only  for  men  who  deal  In  tens  and  hundreds? 
68;  the  people  expected  the  €K>vemment  to  do  what 


was  in  its  powff  to  restore  a  sound  tssneKf  to  tte 
country,  08;  this  messure  would  tend  to  premttki 
exportation  of  spede,  68 ;  tilie  sooner  these  isailaia 
are  stopped  the  better  it  would  b^for  the  e(niBtiT,a: 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  notUngto  &•«» 
this  question,  68 ;  this  is  the  begimilBg  of  a  sjslatf 
legislation  which  looks  towards  an  Interieraiee  vd 
the  State  Banks,  58 ;  one  bank  in  a  oonatry  ss  dbjae- 
tionable  as  one  head  in  a  monazehy,  58;  If  Ccsgnsha 
the  power  to  interfere  with  one  dollar  noteeftb 
Stete  Banks,  it  has  the  power  to  tnteifae  vift  d 
the  notes,  58;  improper  to  attempt  indlraetljiaaS' 
ore  we  cannot  approach  dlrectiy,  88;  resolndiapHi 
54 

BamkofiKe  27Mta2 /SlfolM.--Inthe8enate,abifltoaa( 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  by  qfifs^i 
oflleers  to  sign  the  bills  oonddered,  ITS;  motin tefai- 
pone  lost,  178;  motion  to  strike  out  the  ibst  wOm, 
carried,  178.    &e  Jnd«a\  vols.  1, 8, 4, 6, 6: 

Bamk9  <ifDepotU.-~VieipoTi  of  the  Becretaiy  of  ^  Timbt 

#  relative  to,  840. 

Bantrupi  AeL—ln.  the  Houae,  a  resolutien  csQl^  k 
Information  relative  to  the  oi>eration  of  the  Bub^ 
Law  of  1800  conddered,  898;  information  inaudai 
guide,  888;  extent  of  the  call  limited,  S28;  the  pMfc 
dtton  is  one  of  a  novel  character,  284 :  the  IdoaiiB 
should  be  obtained  through  the  medlxmi  of  a  siaaisai, 
884;  fhrther  debate— resolution  carried,  8S4 

BUI  conddered,  888 ;  the  whole  dvlliied  vod^a 
ikr  ss  it  was  commercial,  bad  adopted  a  Iwakn^  ki, 
888;  two  prindpal  pointo  regarded,  teearitj  ts  ftt 
creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor,  888:  differeaete  iaii 
administration  of  thoee  laws,  888;  the  Q«TexBiaa&if 
our  own  nation,  884;  the  operation  of  the  eesHSaiti 
discharge,  885;  the  unpopularity  of  the  hrae  hr 
should  be  attributed  to  circumstances  not  really  ^m- 
Ing  the  merits  of  the  system,  fSSi;  the  prindpki  at 
leading  providons  of  the  bQl,  886;  the  £ii^  tj^ 
except  in  some  details,  886 ;  how  has  tite  ^itea  apo- 
ted  in  England,  886;  this  xystem  has  totdlj  ftM^ 
a  foil  and  fkir  trial.  887;  motion  to  strike  oat  tte» 
section  of  the  bill,  889;  efifecte  of  this  KU  apca  t^ 
people,  889;  who  may  become  a  bankrupt,  29;  ttee- 
talns  no  providon  for  coriMmtions,  289;  the  pasM' 
of  the  bill  an  Invadon  of  the  rights  of  maa,  M;  tt  fe 
urged  that  the  law  provides  relief  ibr  the  uftrtaia 
debtor,  840 ;  there  Is  no  constituti6naI  power  t>  6- 
chai^  a  man  from  his  debts,  941 ;  the  liuolTeBt  im 
of  the  States  are  preferable  to  a  general  ssftem,Ml\ 
the  constitution  provides  that  the  Judicial  povei^ 
be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  dtc^  241;  it  pr^ 
to  Incorporate  the  mercantile  community  irlth  a  £}«■ 
of  laws  peculiar  to  themselvea,  US.  The  pn^iaa  ^ 
compel  the  debtor  to  surrender  his  propeitf  fe  9i 
pretended  benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  excaeaH  ^ 
debtor  fh>m  his  obligationa,  objectionable,  245;  ^ 
system  would  change  the  relations  of  debtor  ad  esafr 
tor,  846;  the  laws  of  other  nations  on  thtesal|ject»fli; 
experience  of  other  nations  would  often  prore  ibtk 
guide,  246. 

We  are  now  to  determine  whether  a  banbvpt  li*. 
shall  embrace  every  dtizen  of  the  natiio,  asd^pm^^ 
demoralidng  influence  over  the  whde  aaiftoi  tf  ** 
dety,  880;  it  haa  been  sdd  by  its  friends  that  tkbli^ 
should  be  confined  to  the  mercantile  claaita,  £0;  ^ 
you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  former?  iSO;  i  ««*' 
tion  of  constitutional  power  has  now  aritea  «  ^ 
amendment  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  lA  '^i 
consider  the  meaning  of  the  tonn  bankrupt,  SSl;«s^ 
of  the  meaning,  881 ;  the  genend  spirit  of  the  ft^ 
Institutions,  881;  contrary  to  the  nature  uA^* 
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our  Gorenunent  to  extend  It  to  all  diaMS  of  poople, 
S81;  who  may  be  dedered  benkropti  egelaet  their 
will,  28S ;  in  whet  manner  le  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankmpt  by  this  bUl?  282;  what  then  ia  the  eitiiatlon 
thla  bill  pbcee  every  man  within  its  adTerse  provlslone  f 
288;  detaUs  of  the  bill,  288 ;  what  will  be  the  moral  and 
prMtical  elTecte  of  thia  bill  with  the  amendment  r  288 ; 
what  woold  be  the  neceeaary  operation  of  euoh  a  law  7 
288 ;  oontroveraies  that  would  ariee,  284 ;  the  manifest 
tenden^  of  the  bill  to  increase  the  perpetuation  of 
firand,  284:  Author  details  discussed,  285;  questton  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  UU  lost,  236w  iS^ /m2«B,  toIs.  2, 8. 

Babbbb,  Lbtx,  BepresenutiTe  from  Ohio,  218, 877.  Sse  In- 
<l«0,ToL6i. 

Baebbb,  Nom,  BepresentatiTe  from  Connecticut,  21&,  871, 
MS. 

Baxboub,  Jaiob,  Senator  from  Ylrginia,  187,  848,  46S;  on 
appropriation  to  the  Comberland  Bead,  198;  on  the 
Buppreesion  of  piracy,  8S0;  on  the  British  Colonial 
trade,  880 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484 ;  on  additional 
•loopaof  war,  604;  on  amendment  to  the  oonstitation, 
029,688.    £eeJfuf«(D,To]a.&,6. 

Baxboitb,  Jom  8.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Virginia,  002. 

Baxbovb,  Pbiijp  p.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Virginia,  4, 818, 
602;  on  the  Mlasonii  Constitotion,26;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal,  66;  67, 68;  reports  on  a  naval  peace 
establishment  81,  02;  relatiTe  to  Mlssoorl,  88;  on  the 
incresse  of  the  naTy,  180;  chosen  Speaker,  216 ;  his  ad- 
drese,  816;  on  the  report  relatiTe  to  land  offices,  807; 
address  as  Speaker  on  a  TOte  of  thanka,  464.  866lndeaOt 
toIsl0,  6b 

Babstow,  Omnov,  BepreeentatiTe  from  MiMWSflhniietta, 
810,408. 

BABTunrr,  Iohabod,  BepresentatiTe  from  Kew  Hampshire, 
000. 

Baktlbt,  MoannoAj,  BepresentatiTe  from  Ohio,  008. 

Baxion,  Datid,  Senator  from  Missonil,  187, 848, 465;  reU- 
tiTC  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  100;  preeenti  a  memorial 
of  Cherokee  OoTemment,  588. 

BAaasrr,  Bubwxu^  BepresentatiTe  from  Viiginla,  816, 877, 
600 ;  relatiTe  to  public  defimlters,  881 ;  on  the  disbuse- 
ment  of  public  money,  879, 890;  on  Canadian  reftigeea, 
411;  on  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  610l  /3«4 
Indeed,  Tola.  8^  4, 0,  & 

Batsxav,  Ephkauc,  BepreeentatiTe  from  New  Jexsey,  Z, 
216,877.    «Sm  JiMte%  Tola.  0,  f. 

Bays,  Jajos  Woodsox,  Delegate  from  Aitanssa,  8, 817, 
877.    Ste  Jndee\ '96L  t, 

SaUureaiXewOrisan9,'-~Se0lnd€m,TolA,  J)0,SLLowU^ 
jSm  /fule«,  ToL  t, 

BATuna,  FnAKon,  BepresentatiTe  from  Massachusetts,  810, 
877, 008 ;  on  the  ooenpation  of  the  Columbia  rlTcr,  400 ; 
on  the  duty  o«  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  690. 

Baxxowi,  Daxisl,  BepresentatiTe  from  Connecticut,  810, 
878 ;  on  the  Indian  department,  880. 

BiAVMAXOHAia,  claim  itfi—lik  the  House,  a  meessge  relatiTe 
to,  188, 817 ;  letters  of  Baron  NcTille  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  817, 818 ;  the  subject  referred  to  a  committee  who 
did  not  report  on  it,  motion  to  refer  again,  878;  ought 
not  to  take  the  course  ot  common  claims,  878;  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  878;  report  428.  Bee  JiMlse, 
Tola.  8, 0, 6. 

BnoHSB,  PmuKMOir,  BepreeentatiTe  from  Ohio,  8, 008.  See 
JndeoB^  ToL  6. 

Bill,  Samitbl,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  460. 

BmoH,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  from  Missouri,  148,  808,  460; 
offers  a  resolution  relatiTe  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  100 ; 
160;  offers  a  resolution  for  Intbnnatlon  relatiTe  to  lands 
donated  for  certain  Christian  Indians,  160 ;  remarks,  161 ; 
nete,  164;  on  land  tttles in  Missouri,  176;  on  the  Indian 
ftetoiy  ^stem,  180,  188;  oflisn  resdntions  relatiTe  to 


perM>ns  of  Indian  blood,  188;  oflisn  a  resolatlon  relatiTe 
to  rcTenue  from  lead  mines,  201 ;  on  the  fhr  trade  of  the 
west,  201;  on  the  lead  mine  leasee  of  the  Upper  Missia- 
slppl,  207 ;  offers  a  resolution  respecting  officers  of  the 
army,  811 ;  reports  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  lead  mines, 
808;  offers  a  reeolution  relatiTe  to  the  occupation  of  the 
north-west  oosst,  868, 866;  on  the  sale  of  the  lead  minea 
and  salt  springs,  8^ ;  offers  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution, sobmitting  the  election  of  President,  dso,  to  a 
derect  Tote  of  the  people,  478;  against  the  esse  of  Hen- 
derson, 488;  reports  on  the  amendments  to  the  consti- 
Btntion,  480, 496;  reports  on  western  boundary  of  Ar- 
kansas, 040, 088,  note,  040  ,*  offers  a  reeolution  on  Lake  Su- 
perior copper  mines,  040 ;  on  the  Indian  tax  trade,  IMS, 
002, 604;  on  selling  refbse  lands,  067;  on  the  dntj  on 
cotton,  081 ;  relatiTe  to  the  use  of  Amerlcsn  hemp,  086L 

BraxLOw,  LxwiSi  BepresentatiTe  from  Msssachuaetts,  810^ 
877. 

BOUt  Money, —See  JndeBB^  toL  1. 

BiUe^  last  day  for  sending  from  either  Hoas^  080,  nets,  089. 

Blaoklxxmb,  Wiluax,  BepreeentatiTe  from  North  Csro- 
lina,  217, 877. 

Blau,  Jahxb,  BepresentatiTe  from  Sooth  GaroUaa,  816;  on 
a  call  for  lAbrmatlon  relatiTe  to  the  former  bankrupt 

Blaix,  Jomi,  BepresentatiTe  from  Tennessee,  608. 
JUant  BaUde,  ^aU  th&y  heeowUedtSeelndese,  toL  4 
Bloomtibld,  Josxpb,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Jersey,  8. 

See  /fKlean,  toL  6. 
£lue  LtgkUy  aeeiffnalslo  the  enemf.—See  Indem^  toL  0. 
BoABDMAX,  KuJAif,  Scnstor  frx»n  Connecticnt,  187,  848; 

deoesse  o^  472. 
BoDSH,  Axnaxw,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsnla,  17. 

See  Jndea\  toL  6. 
BoxLAHi),  Cbabub,  Jx.,  BepreeentatiTe  from  New  York, 

216,87a 
Bc/vmty  ioJUhing  veeteU.See  Indea^  toL  0,  IhMee^  dta, 
BxASLXT,  WxLLiAjf  C,  BeprsscntatiTe  from  Vermont,  008. 

See  Jndeao^  toL  0. 
BxAXOH,  Jomr,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  466 ;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  088L 
Breach  qfprU)Ueoe.—See  Indeco^  toU  2, 4 
BxBOK,  Saxuxl,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsnla,  008. 
BxxoxxKxmox,  Jaxks  D.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Kentucky, 

888, 877;  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Comberland  road, 

884 ;  on  a  western  armory,  486 ;  on  the  suppression  vt 

public  dooumenta,  44L    See  Indea^  toL  0. 
BxxoKxxxiDOx,  BoT.  Mr.,  chosen  cihaplsin  of  the  House,  879. 

See  Indeao^  toL  0. 
Bxxire,  William  L^  BepresentatiTe  from  Louisiana,  008;  on 

Maison  Bongo's  claim,  616. 
BxxTAxn,  JoaxpH,  BepresentatiTe  from  South  Osioliiia,  8. 

See  ludeoD^  toL  6. 
Briberf.See  Inde»,  Tola.  1, 6. 

British  AffffreeHone  on  our  commeroe.-See  IndeoB^  toL  8L 
BriUth  fntriffuee.—See  Indem^  toI.  4 
Brltieh  Mlnieter^  condud  qf.—See  Indem,  toI  4 
BriUeh  Wet€  India  Trade.    See  Index,  toL  6. 
BxowK,  Bthax  ALuar,  Senator  from  Ohio,  104, 848, 466;  ro- 

latiTC  to  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  164 
Bxowx,  James,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  187,  848,  466;  on 

the  suppression  of  piracy,  860;  on  the  roads  in  Florida, 

600,010.    Sse /lufecD,  Tols.  4,  ^  & 

Bxowx,  Jomr,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsnia,  816, 87T, 
608.' 

Bxowir,  WiLUAM,  BepresentatiTe  from  Kentucky,  8;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67;  on  the  South  Ameri- 
can ProTtncea,  97;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  d 
Thirteen,  101 ;  on  repealing  the  Missonil  Compromise, 
184    SeeIndem,r<iL6, 

BxDSB,  Hxnr,  BepresentatiTe  from  Ohio,  8 ;  on  the  amaid* 
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ment  of  the  Joonud,  68,  08;  on  ilia  Bonth  American 
ProYinoeSt  99.    Sm  JtUUm,  rot  6, 

BmTAV,  HxirmT,  H.,  SepresenutlTe  from  TenneoMe,  6.  S^e 
IndeoR,  vol.  6. 

BuCHAVAH,  Jamb,  RepreeenUttTe  from  PennsylT&nU,  216^ 
888, 09S;  on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  880; 
on  milttia  fines,  888;  on  tranaactlons  in  Florida,  866;  on 
the  bankropt  bill,  280 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  atoeka, 
818 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  828 ;  offen  a  reeolntlon 
relattya  to  militia  fines,  88T;  on  crimes  on  the  high  aeas, 
448;  on  coets  Ld  patent  cases,  618,  614;  on  a  monument 
to  Washington,  689, 640 ;  on  the  dntj  on  iron,  678;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  tariff,  787. 

Buck,  Daitixl  A.,  Bepresentative  from  Vermont,  892. 

BvCKinB,  EiCHAKD  A^  BepreaentatiTO  from  Kentnoky,  092. 

Bvmnf,  JoaBTH,  Jb.,  BepreaontatiTe  from  New  Hampshire, 
8.    See  Jfutan,  yoL  t. 

BtrsLBGH,  WiLUAXC,  BeprosonUtiTe  from  Maine,  691. 

Burning  qfthe  Library  </  Oongr€9».—See  Index^  yoL  6u 

BravoN,  HcTCHiKB  O.,  Bepresentative  from  North  CSaroUna, 
6, 216, 877, 698 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  68 ; 
on  Tsednatton,  248, 297.    See  Indeao^  toL  & 

BuBWELL,  William  A.,  Bepresentative  from  Yiininia,  8; 
on  a  national  vaodne  institntion,  6  ;  dl^ase  ot,  128. 
See  IndeoOf  vols.  8,  4, 0,  6, 

BcTLBB,  JoaiAH,  Bepresentative  fit>m  New  Hampshire, 
a,  216,  877;  reUtire  to  Missonri,  84,  94  ^Sm  Indeaa, 
▼oL& 

BuTLSB,  Thomas,  BepresentatiTe  fitim  Lonislana,  8;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Jonmal,  64;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indlva  department,  829;  on  Max*s  oontraot  for  stone, 
887.    Seelndeaa^roLt, 


Cady,  JoBn  W.,  BepresentatiTe  fitmi  New  Tork,  062. 

OALBomf,  JoBV  C,  letter  on  the  dvilization  of  the  Indiana, 
247 ;  letter  relatlye  to  BoTolutlonaiy  pensions,  861.  See 
IncUae,  yols.  4, 6, 6^ 

Call,  Bichabd  K.,  Delegate  flrom  Florida,  698;  on  roads  in 
Florida,  610,  611;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  707. 

Oambbblxro,  GnuBoniLL  C,  Bepresentative  from  New 
Tork,  216, 877, 692 ;  on  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  887 ;  on 
the  collection  of  duties,  844;  on  the  suppression  of  pira- 
cy, 887;  on  a  pension  for  the  mother  of  Com.  Perry, 
694;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  696;  on  naval  pen> 
slons,  606 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  678 ;  on  the  doty 
on  tallow,  687. 

Gampbbll,  John  W.,  Bepresentative  fh)m  Ohio,  8, 216, 878, 
692;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  824;  on  the  road  fh>m 
Ohio  to  Michigan,  416;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  429,  482;  on  Maison  Booge's  claim,  61& 
See  IndeaOf  voL  6, 

Campbbll,  Bobbbt,  Bepresentative  from  Bouth  Carolina, 
692. 

Campbbll,  Bamttbl,  Bepresentative  flrom  New  York,  816, 
877;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  60;  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  88. 

Canadian  R^ugeea.—ln.  the  House,  a  resolution  relative  to 
reviving  the  acts  respecting,  410;  pledges  of  the  nation 
to  Duke  provision  for  those  persons,  410;  all  that  has 
been  done  has  been  of  limited  duration,  410;  if  the  cases 
afe  few,  it  would  be  better  to  act  on  them  individually, 
than  by  a  general  law,  411 ;  on  principle  that  reliance  is 
placed,  411 ;  resolution  lost,  411.    See  Indea^^  vols.  2, 6. 

Oanal  in  Florida,  petition  for,  706;  report  on,  724. 

CAimoM,  Nbwtok,  Bepresentatiye  from  Tennessee,  8, 216, 
877 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  West  Point  Academy 
11 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Military  Academy, 
64;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  265;  on  the  proposed  ad- 
journment, 267. 


Oaraoeae,  relief  o£—iSm  Indem,  vnL  4 

Gabtbb,  Johb,  Bepreaentativo  from  South  (te«igi,ai;a 

the  TaxUI^  71& 
Carver  Orant^  the,  resolution  rdaiiTe  to,  eoiiiidMl,)8; 

report  on  the,  866;  memorial  respeedn^  50EL 
Cabt,  Gbobob,  Bepresentative  from  Geoqja,  60;  ■  i 

monument  to  Washington,  640. 
Casb,  Waltbb,  Bepresentative  from  New  Toik,  &  Snh' 

d^oB,  vol.  6, 
Cabsbdt,  Gbobob,  Bepreaentative  from  Hew  hsmf,  U, 

877,692. 
Catliv,  ALraxD  M.,  BepresentatfTe  from  HoA  Gnk^ 

692. 
OeraotM,  ConffreseionaL—See  IndeaOf  roL  S,  aad  Mm,  nL 

7,  Amendmenie  to  ihs  ConaUinUon, 
GAvaoBif,  Jambb,  BepresentatiTe  from  Marylu^  111 
CAiTaici,  EiTBioo,  res(^ation  relatlTe  to,  688,  SKI. 
Catalla,  GoTomor,  his  statement,  27L 
CoAMBBBB,  DATn>,  BepresentatiTO  from  <tti^fll^Sir;B 

the  appropriation  bill,  881. 
Chahdlbb,  Jobb,  Senator  fitnn  Maine,  818,469;  flayhf 

roads  in  Maine,  166;  on  the  auppreoioB  of  pfai^fB; 

on  building  sloops-of-war,  481, 494;  on  roadi  iaRBi^ 

510;  on  purchase  of  n  Arm  near  West  Paiiik,51!;a 

striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  9i0l    See  Jiid«^ nLI 
Charitable  0I^eet9.~-See  Indeeo^  toL  1. 
Chabb,  Jpdge,  official  eondaet  and  trial  oL-Ste  him,  idl 
C^ierokee  Indiane,  communication  relatiTeto^sa;  8mi> 

ment  memorial  at,  5S8. 
CheeapeaJBet  frigate,  attack  on.— >S!m  Indem,Jtll. 
ChrieUan  Indiane  in  Ohio,  memorial  oi;  856;  R9«t,a 
Claoobtt,  Cldtob,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Eufri^ 

8;  on  the  South  American  ProTinoe8,91  Smhim 

TOL& 

OZalmQ^niv<i»ta,  message  respecting,  568L  fiieFirywi 
Clabk,  Lot,  BepresentatiTe  fhun  New  Yovfc,  M 
Clabx,  Bobbbt,  BepresentatiTe  lh>m  New  Yoik,8;  aAi 

admission  of  Missouri,  107 ;  offers  a  resolatka  nUn* 

to  the  admission  of  Mlsaoori,  122;  on  the  d«tjasb« 

724,  726l— >Sm  Ind^aa,  toL  6. 
Clabkb,  Matthbw  St.  Claib,  chosen  Oerk.  id^Brnt 

878,598. 
Clattok,Thomab,  Senator  from  Delaware,  488.  SmJti^ 

ToL  5. 

dock,  allegorical  ornament  for  the,  in  Senate,  58A. 

Clat,  Hbkxt,  BepresentatiTe  from  Kentucky,  11,581;  «• 
signs  Speakership  of  the  House,  4;  relative  to  )fii"^ 
88,  84,  86, 92;  moves  a  Conunittee  of  TUrti«,«;« 
the  South  American  States,  98, 96, 98;  oi  tbe  rf«(^ 
the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  100;  on  reoourfdc*! * 
vote  relatiTe  to  Missouri,  106 ;  ofSsrs  resolatiflBBR^ 
to  the  Tote  of  Missouri  for  Preaident,  US;  oa^^ 
115, 120;  reports  on  the  Spanish  Ameriesa  ii^f^ 
124;  moTes  a  Joint  committee  relative  to  lfi»oiiU||i 
'  moves  a  vote  of  thanka  to  the  Speaker,  ISl;  f^ 
Speaker,  592;  his  address,  592;  on  relief  of  Sank  F*?* 
684^  626;  on  surreys  of  roads,  628;  on  8urffp*»«"* 
and  canals,  684;  on  the  duty  on  molaasest  Tft^^:* 
the  tariff;  707.    ^S^ /n<2eGev  toIs.  8. 4, 6, 4 

Claims  against  the  United  States  considered,  SSO. 

Coast  Swrvey.—See  Indeao^  voL  8. 

Cobb,  Thomab  W.,  Bepresentative  iSrom  Georgia  1*« 
offers  resolutions  relative  to  aredncaoa  oCmp«*«* 
6 ;  on  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  54;  on  laak  ««* 
in  payment  of  dutiea,  54 ;  olfcrs  reaoluttom  rditiw  »» 
limitation  of  the  naval  force,  61;  on  the  snenia*'* 
the  Journal  relative  to  Missouri,  (S ;  relative  to  IB"* 
87 ;  on  the  appropriation  relative  to  MsioiiTi, «,«; « 
the  South  American  Provinces,  97;  on  aatsl  paj* 
606,606;  on  reUef  of  Sarah  Perry,  682.   5mA*R»»* 

CooKB,  Jomr,  BepiesenUttTe  fh»n  TeBnesiee,  4,  Hi^^ 
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;  on  the  woigwlwtlon  cf  tlie  utj,  M8;  on  tnaaie- 
tloas  in  Flai14«,  SB8;  on  tlM  ■ppTopitotion  MU,  888;  on 
mlUtuy  approprUtions,  885;  on  hootUo  ezpedltlona, 
884;  on  etungM  agalait  Jodge  Tilt,  411 ;  on  the  rood 
from  Ohio  to  Mlehlgan,  415;  on  the  aeeoonti  of  Tomp- 
kinsi  588;  on  rood*  In  Florida,  611 ;  on  eoatlnganflleB, 
689 ;  on  paying  lalariod  offleefa  for  Job  work,  706L    Se* 

Cbo0A— Dntj  abolished,  dsS 

(M  rUheHsf.-SfJmUm,  T«dfcl,8»and  JhMt$  on  Tm- 
poritf  ToL  ft. 

Cb<M  amd  JCint— Report  reUttre  to,  484;  foreign  report  on, 
487.-i8M/<M2«syoL& 

OoLBTHT,  BiuBsir,  oaflo  of;  617. 

CoLDBK,  Oaswalladbb  D^  BepweentattTe  fkom  Hew  York, 
87T;  on  expenditore  of  the  Indian  department,  888;  on 
tranaaetlone  in  Vlorfda,  858, 868;  on  fBgltiye  daToi,  896; 
on  hoetUe  ezpedltlou,  888 ;  on  the  roppremlon  of  piracy, 
888;  on  reward  ibr  eq>taring  plretee,  889. 

Oouxn,  Bla,  Bepreeentattre  ftom  New  Toric,  688. 

CblfMiM0  JNoer.— Beeolntlon  relatire  to  the  oeenpaneyof; 
60 ;  report  on  the  ooenpation  ot,  74. 

In  the  22b«M.— A  Mil  to  proTlde  fbr  the  oeenpatloB  of 
the  month  of  the  Colombia  Biyer  considered,  898 ;  thia 
step  will  be  on  prediely  the  same  principle  which  haa 
directed  the  progress  of  pi^jmlatlon  from  the  fixst  moment 
the  English  landed  in  Virginia,  899 ;  the  settlementon  the 
Oregon  connecting  the  trsde  of  that  riTcr  and  coast  with 
the  Mlssonrl,  is  to  open  a  mineof  wealth  to  the  shipping 
Interests,  Ac,  898;  these  riyers  water  a  oonntry  where 
the  best  Iters  In  America  are  taken,  898;  most  of  the 
banting  groond  on  the  MIsaovri  has  been  Ibr  a  long  time 
in  possession  of  the  British  tradem,  898;  the  Talne  of 
this  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  when  It  has  been 
eoeoaraged  and  attended  to,  898;  something  to  eneoar- 
age  OS  in  contemplating  this  trade,  bnt  mnoh  to  hnmble 
onr  boasted  spirit  of  entexprise,  888;  were  this  trade 
parsDod  in  connection  with  our  whale  fisheries,  we  oonld 
pnrehase  the  whole  snpplies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Osnton  maiket  without  a  dollar  taken  ont  of  the  oonn- 
tij,  884;  the  whale  flsheT7,894;  Its  amount,  884;  the 
China  market,  894;  its  trade,  896;  it  Is  said  the  Canton 
trade  is  mlnoos  to  ns,  as  drstning  the  ooontry  of  its  spe- 
eie,886;  sonroe  of  much  of  the  proAts  of  this  trsde,  886; 
the  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  easy,  safe,  and 
espedltioaa,  897;  it  Is  said  the  settlement  in  Oregon 
m^  produce  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  898 ;  the 
laiida  of  Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  cultiTation  of 
grains,  886;  PreT0St*s  report  of  his  mission,  889. 

This  territoTj  hssbeen  fklrly  pnrehssed  from  Franco 
by  the  United  States,  and  its  IlmIti  recently  and  dls- 
tinetly  marked  by  our  late  treaty  with  Spain,  889 ;  OTciy 
Territoiy  is  entitled  to  end  hss  been  protectedby  a  Ter^ 
rltorlal  Goremment  progressing  with  its  population, 
889;  the  expense  of  the  Territorial  OoTemments  con- 
tampiatsd  by  this  bill,  400;  the  extent  of  the  whale 
llshefy,  400;  letter  of  Mr.  Hawes,  401;  statements  of 
others,  401 ;  it  is  ssid  that  by  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure the  limits  of  our  empbe  would  be  extended  too  frr, 
401 ;  it  is  ssld  the  chsnoes  of  war  ml|^t  be  Inereaaed, 
488 ;  we  haye  the  ability  to  protect  onr  trade  on  that 
oeean,  408 ;  importance  of  the  Northwest  Trade,  408 ; 
magniflospt  proqwets  open  upon  onr  yiew  in  relation  to 
eommeree  on  the  Padflc  Ocean,  408;  it  hss  been  ssid 
that  this  is  a  coloolslag  plan,  408;  the  eolonixing  States 
of  ancient  times  haye  been  the  most  powerftal,  408; 
Spain,  Portngsl,  France,  Kn|^aiA408;  wss  Great  Britsin 
Boro  powerfU,  wealthy,  and  happy  belbre  she  began  to 
ooknise,  than  now f  404;  Itatare  prospects,  401 

TUs  is  cslculsted  to  draw  off  onr  capita]  and  popnla- 
tton  to  a  point  wbeio  they  will  be  less  effldent  and  use* 


ftd  than  at  praeent,  and  where  they  must  eyentually  be 
loot  to  these  Statea,  404;  the  whole  country  east  of  the 
Bocky  Mountains  is  bound  together  by  the  strongest 
and  most  indimolnble  ties,  405;  the  whsle  fishery  does 
not  require  your  protection  or  encouragement,  405; 
resolution  laid  oyer,  406 ;  motion  to  take  up  the  bOl  lost, 
481.    5m  JTorttiMst  Omm^L 

CoLVMBirs,  portrait  of;  481. 

OMtmeros  and  ^aoifiraMoA.— Letter  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  417. 

O^mmsTM  ifths  XJniUd  Statu.— S46  Indea^  yoL  1. 

CKmimIMM,  Joint,  oloction  o(  in  the  House,  198;  report  oC 
188;  <rf thirteen, sppointed,  99;  report o^  94. 

OomptmaUon  <(fMtimb€r9.—Su  JtuUts,  yoL  6^  P^  if^Mtm- 
(era.  • 

OomptmaHon  of  PrtM^d  and  Vlo*-Prt»ld&nt.—A»  In- 
deaOf  yols.  1, 8. 

CoxBicT,  LnwiB,  Bepresentatlye  fkom  New  Jersey,  816, 877, 
688 ;  rehUiye  to  public  defenlters,  881 ;  on  the  sppropri- 
atlon  Ibr  the  Cumberland  road,  884 ;  on  the  supprssBlon 
of  piracy,  881.    See  Indeao^  yola.  4, 0. 

Cbiii^ress.— First  session  of  17th  ccnyenes,  187 ;  1st  sesslffn  of 
17th  adjourns,  846;  9d  session  of  17th  conyenes,  818 ; 
SfiQoums  at  close  of  9d  session  of  17th  Congrsss,  464 ;  1st 
SHsion  of  18th  conyenes,  465. 

CoaiKLnra,  ALnso,  Bepresentatlye  ttom  New  York,  816, 
877. 

Conran,  Henry,  Bepresentative  fhmi  North  GsroUna,  811^ 
on,  698. 

(hnteeled  jaeeU4fn  of  seat  of  delegate  fkom  Michigsn,  685; 
rsport on,  689;  noCs^  629. 

Qmteated  XteotUm^—ln  the  House— BhaU  Sprinted  tallot, 
haying  the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it,  be  sd- 
mitted  as  a  yaUd  yotef  618;  blank  yotes  do  not  ftinlsh 
a  case  in  point,  616.    See  Indeaa,  yols.  1, 8, 6. 

OontlnQmU  Ebpeneee.—See  Ind«a^  yols.  8, 8. 

Cbniiii^eiioiea— I>ebate  on  the  appropriation  Ibr,  698, 709. 

Oontraatey  Gifvemment-^See  /luieaB,  yid.  S. 

ControverHee  between  State$,-'See  Indeatt  yoL  & 

CoxwAT,  Hkhbt  W.  delegate  fkom  Arkanssa,  089 ;  on  road 
fkom  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  615. 

Cbnooy  Sit9tem.~-See  Indent  yoL  4. 

CooH,  Daitik.  P^  Bepresentatlye  fkom  Illinois,  8, 816, 877, 
608;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  49;  on  the  smend- 
ment  of  the  Journal,  68,  64,  66;  on  the  South  Americsn 
Proyincss,  98;  on  the  report  relattye  to  I^nd  OfBees^  89T; 
on  the  suppression  of  public  dooomonts,  488;  on  the  i^ 
propristlon  bUl,  707.    See  Indem,  toL  i. 

Cordage^  Drawbact  on.— In  the  Senste,  a  bOl  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  cordsge  manuikctored  fkom  fbreign  hemp, 
190;  pdky  ot  tiie  measors  as  regsrds  home  grown 
hemp  questl<uiable,  190;  it  will  eneoursge  the  exporta- 
tion as  well  ss  importation,  190 ;  example  of  other  oonn- 
tries,  190 ;  blU  postponed,  191 ;  rqfected,  198. 

Oo$t$4nSiiUe 5y  Patmteee.—la  the  Hous^  a  bill  eoncom- 
ing,  eeosldered,  606;  the  geneial  law  fivblds  the  rscoy- 
eiy  of  costs  In  the  Federal  Courts  when'  the  smoant  cf 
judgment  Is  less  than  fiye  hundred  dollan,  606;  in  pa- 
tent esses,  strong  ressons  why  it  should  be  reduced,  696; 
these  cases  come  exduslyely  under  the  JurlsdiotloB  cf 
the  Federal  Courts,  667;  moyed  to  reduce  the  minimum 
to  thirty  doUaia|60T:  one  hundred  made  the  minimum, 
61& 

What  is  the  Unr  la  the  esse  of  Patentees  as  it  now 
stands?  618;  this  bOl  proposss  to  superadd  costs  to  the 
treble  yerdlct,  618;  why  should  not  saiton  under  the 
patent  law  be  placed  on  the  sams  ibotlag  ss  othea  In 
regard  to  the  yerdlct?  618 ;  It  is  to  eneoursge  Invon- 
tions  that  our  patent  laws  ate  designed,  614;  pntaodsn 
to  eyery  thing,  614;  in  rsstrieting  the  reeoyeiy  of  the 
patentee  justice  would  not  be  done  him,  614;  a  wls^ 
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lulriitoff  I*  bowid  to  (It*  •qui  piolaettoii  to  tlM  riflito 
<tf  all,  614;  Authar  detwto,  616;  MU  iMommittodl,  6Uk 

ONiHi^  nqifwlnttoii  oC  report  on,  4tt;  for  tho  trial  of 
dalma,  dobato  OB,  MOk 

CftAvn,  Samvml  Gn  RepreaeatottTO  from  Yamioiit,  9^  S16, 
tn,fiM.    ^8m /fMl«B, TOL 6. 

€bam,  Hboiob,  BepraaentattTO  from  New  York,  MS. 

CsAWfOBOt  JoBL,  SapresesUtiTe  from  QaoisU,  & 

OuwiOBB,  W.  li^  oommunloataa  an  aatlmate  lot  approfvi- 
atioaa  for  182S,  Sftl;  latter  reUtlTe  to  depoatta  in  Iwnka, 
<T8;  latter  on  the  enppreaaion  of  public  docnmant^  4B9» 
a—  Indtm,  Tola.  6^  4,  fi,  6. 

Crim*  OH  Me  Mtifh  ^Sioa.— In  the  Hooae,  a  reaolntlon  offer- 
•d,  to  laqnire  what  Crimea  on  the  high  aeaa  are  not  pun- 
lahay*  by  law,  44S;  it  ta  aald  the  Cotirta  haTe  not  power 
to  ponlah  taj  act,  no  matter  how  criminal  tn  Ita  natora, 
onleai  €k»ngreaa  haa  declared  It  to  be  a  crime,  44S;  of- 
foneaa  at  oonmkon  law  not  declared  each  by  act  ot  Con- 
fraaa»  are  not  within  the  joriadiction  of  the  Federal 
Ooutiyitt;  conaeqaenoea,  4iS;  adefoct  in  oorayatom 
which  reqnirea  a  remedy,  449 ;  raaolntton  adopted,  AtSL 

OaowwLL,  JoBV,  BepraaeBtatiTO  from  Alabama,  8. 

Omornmamajaajbf  BmAuat  W.,  BeprcaentattTefrom  Mawa 
ehnaetta, 6M;  on naTal  penaiona,  60& 

CmuDVTt  JoanPH,  S^preaentotlTe  from  North  Oarolina,  116^ 
•7a 

OtAot  J^n4gr<mttfrom.—S«4  IndM^  toL  4. 

OnjMKB,  Tboiua,  SepraaentatlTe  from  Maiyland,  7;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Jonraal,  68 ;  on  the  election  of 
Prarident,  Ao,  114    <8M/M4«a,ToL6. 

CotrmtwMy  Jour,  BepreaentatlTe  from  North  GaioUna,  8, 
06&   i8M/M4«a,Tola.a,4^«. 

dmmnr,  Jom  A.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Oeoicla,  38,  tt8^ 
MB;  OB  the  Greek  canae,  60ft.   Se^ Indm,  roL  t. 

OmmUHand  i^ocML—Preaidenf  a  Teto  o4  848 ;  the  bill,  844 

OMN^arfaMid  AkkIL— iSm  AppropHaUon*  tmd  Indtoa,  Tola. 
8,40. 

OmniAii,  JoaivA,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Maaaanhnactta,  8; 
CB  the  admlaaloB  o(;  89;  repraaentatlTe  from  Maine,  816^ 
fn,  881;  OB  the  appropriatloB  bill«  688.  <S^  Ind§u, 
T0L6. 


DaBB,  Joan,  BepraaeBtattTe  from  Halne,  88,  ni^  8n. 
DaBUorcnoB,  Wiuiam,  BepreacBtatiTafrom  PeaaiylTaBia, 

8^816^877.    <S^/ii4a0,TOl6. 
lUTinaoB,  WiLuax,  BepnaentatiTe  from  North  Carolina, 

a  iaM/M4«a,ToLa 

Dat,  BowLABik,  BeporeaentattTe  from  New  Twk,  688. 

JhbaUt,Ji4part(m04ff:'^jS64lndem,yoL% 

J>0md94  mMturu  afraingt  QriU  BHta4/n  Hfidar  John 

AdamB.-'Ste  /iidea,  toL  a 
Jkleoatujhfm  IWrOoHea.— .See  Indm^  toL  1. 
DbKalb,  Babob,  reaolntlon  for  a  monument  to,  887. 
ililMoare  Oatua  OmpOMy^  Beport  on,  664 
Dbbbvob,  Giobob,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Pennaylrania,  6, 

816,877.     iaM/fMlMB,TOLa 

l>tpo9im^  Bamk9t  Beport  on,  87a 

J>umri»%  Bcmni/y  to^^Bu  Indm^  toL  a 

Db  Witt,  Jaoob  H.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  a 
S66  IfuUa^  rot  a 

Dbt,  Abtbobt,  Petition  o^  879. 

IhOKBBaoB,  Mahlob,  Senator  fkom  New  Jeraey,  187, 848, 
466;  offera  a  reaolntlon  relatiTe  to  an  amendment  of  the 
eonatttntion,  478;  on  ameBdmeata  to  the  conatitntion, 
m,  086;  on  the  Indian  ForTrade,  660,  668;  on  the 
TNrUi;66a    iSM  iiMte,  TOliL  G,  a 

DioKiBaox,  JoBV  D.,  Bepreaentettro  from  New  York,  8, 81 6> 
877.    i8«eiiMl«D^T0l.a 


J)Ubwn»m$mi^J*vbUc  jfomy^Ia  ike 

lattToto^coaridared,8T9;  caiotn<lraltSaca0  biB»89; 

catelogne  cf  datfUeatloBa  pwnnted  aft  the  htt  aii*% 

879;  cOean  haTe  reoently  died  pwtly  In^httoiM 

ffOTemment,  879;  tinw  the  ayitflm 

bill  ordered  printed,  S79;  UU 

amended,  888;  qneatlon  on  ito 

ayat4m  haa  been  In  operatfta  tUrtj  j«bi^8M;  loaa 

alBca  the  oomaMBeeaieBt  of  the  QoTecBDMat, 

ther  debate,  891. 
ZMi«rM^(MiimMakBillielBttT0ta,»l.    Sm 

8.aia 

iM9orea,a  caae  of  before  the  BaaHtoi,  870;  debate  late 

Benato  en  application  for,  417a 
Z><eonMe  M  Me  i>MrM  ^  OrfMBMA-nSte  .BMla^iikU 

/>raio6aolsi.-n8MliMlea\Toll;  riiff  na  irn  TaipwU 

DueOiUig.'—SM  Indta^  toL  a 

PovoBBBn,  Tbokai^  elected  Clerk  of  the  Hona^  811  tm 

IndaBD^  Tola^  6^  a 
DuBB,  Teomab,  choaen  Sergeaat  nt  Araa^  117,  aa  Sm 

PvBTBi^  Job,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Rhode  IalaBd,813^CAja 
JhM«9  4m  /e^erCi.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  anad  fti 
aoTeral  aeta  Impoalng  dntlea  on  Importa  onwi^ieil,  V; 
pro^ao  moTod  that  the  proTlaioBa  of  Uie  bIQ  aha^aB 
extend  to  Importa  eaatward  of  theOapecf  Geeil^^ 
668;agieedtoy66a 

ii^— MoTed  to  atrike  ont  ninety  oenli  as 
dred  and  twelTC  ponnda,  66t$;  great  Impectaaaa  «f 
article  to  aU  nlaiam,  666;  the  teto  of  thebiB 
TOiy  much  vjfon  the  treatment  of  thia  artida^aB;  m 
haTe  the  meana  of  making  aa  mn^  troe  as  we  «mi 
668 ;  the  adTanoe  price  oor  labor  tiaaii  over  tte  ^ 
graded  popolatton  of  JBorope,  668 ;  a  pctnoiple  «f  te 
QoTemment  to  eneooxage  th»  intereeta  «f  the  fa^ 
668;  the  Boarian  trade,  669;  tUa  axtide  eat  fatf 
branch  of  the  whole  qntem  Inelnded  la  the  bia,9V: 
dnty  on  iron  stricken  ont,  669. 

JTiMiip.— lioTed  to  atrike  out  on  hemp,  ive 
poond,  669;  importance  ot  the  aitlele,  asd  the 
babili^  of  a  aofllclent  ^odnotioii  to  meet  the 
for  oonaoB^tion,  668;  la  Tain  may  wo  look  for 
oor  conntiy  la  deatined  to  be  dependent  cb 
hoetile  to  na  ibr  the  greater  part  «f  what 
eonTcnient  and  honorable,  670;  high  tibne  tee  |dk« 
ahonld  change,  670 ;  the  proteetton  of  <ne  Stafe 
another  waa  bnt  a  plan  to  make  one  to  eari^ 
670;  flrat  artlcleB  to  recelTe   QoTerazDent  a^S. 
atato  of  the  marketa  for  theee  atiiclea^  SH;  8  fe 
aald  hemp  cannot  be  porchaaed  and  dreaaed  iaa^ 
manner  aa  to  anawer  the  pnxpoee  for  oor  metcbiiit^- 
aela,  671;  theee  oljlectiana  fonnded  In  mistakaa;Gl:fo 
bleaainga  of  Kentnckj,  678 ;  and  bow  we  are  to  bt  «■< 
to  find  a  market  for  Kentacky  hemp^  571;  the  bSl  4k 
rigned  to  eneooxage  all  branchea  of  the  maBBfoetMi^ 
the  conntry,  679;  thla  duty  not  ao  i^joiioaa  te  the i>- 
lantie  Btatea  aa  they  imagine,  678;  neore  been  doae  tr 
the  commeroe  of  the  oooatzy  than  for  all  other  oM^ 
pat  together,  678 ;  when  hemp  waa  oot,  the  daok  ohH 
go,  and  all  the  reat  of  the  bm  with  H,5TS;  da^ « 
hemp  atrack  ont,  67a 

OoUon  JSo^^tatir.— MoTcd  to  atrike  ont  aH  t^itlaaHi* 
the  duty  aboTC  four  and  a  half  oenta  after  Jane  M^  2* 
678;  Improbebllity  of  ndalng  aoffielent  of  the  xsv  b^ 
rial,  678;  the  act  of  1816  and  proceedings  ob  ttipiM^ 
678 ;  the  preeent  bH^eontaina  the  new  prladplB  rff^ 
^eaalea  dntiea,  678;  the  ol)(}ect  now  problbitiaa, S»S:  > 
aaaomea  that  the  GoTemment  la  oapable  ef  rtfit^ 
Indnatiy  better  than  IndlTldBala,  6T8 ;  thla  ^jBMm  htftf 
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»  put  of  thAt  KjiAem  of  tjnany  and  ajttitnry  rale  to 
wbioh  men  Juire  been  raljeeted  In  eveiy  age,  574;  mat- 
ter for  eorloDB  q>eoa]etlon  If  the  Tarioos  regnlatlont 
conld  be  pretented  In  one  view,  St  A;  to  ondeivtand  the 
true  remedy  for  ezlatlng  OTila  we  mart  aieertain  their 
nature  and  extent,  675;  no  want  of  the  neoeaaariea  or 
oonvenlenoea  of  llfb,575;  oaotion  carried,  576;  mored 
tortrlke  oat  thednty,  684;  lost,  664 

OotUm  JfinloHMiM:— Hored  to  strike  oat  the  proTlao 
eatahllwMng  the  mlnimnm,  576;  roTlew  of  the  sooeea- 
•ion  of  national  projeets  which  haye  heretofore  promleed 
n&tional  bleaslnga  and  Inflicted  national  ealamltlea,  576; 
operation  on  the  leepectiTe  Stetea,  577;  It  la  said  the 
baknoe  of  trade  is  against  00,578;  history  trfhn  nsmany 
prooft  that  this  balance  is  imaginary,  578;  Instanoee, 
578;  it  is  said  thai  oompetl|len  will  dertroy  prosperity, 
and  also  that  it  wlU  piodaeelt,  578;  the  regret  for  the 
loss  of  war  and  embaigoes  Is  an  illnstrmtion  of  the  proe- 
peilty  to  be  reaped  from  the  destmetion  of  competition, 
679;  the  doctrines  of  competition,  579 ;  tariilb  axe  sim- 
ply excises  with  only  one  dllBnence,  679 ;  this  is  not  a 
taiiif  to  enoonrage  mannfkrtnies.  It  Is  a  blD  ot  bargains 
to  enrich  a  peeoniary  aristocrat,  680;  fttrther  debate, 
661;  the  daty  now  Imposed  will  iUl  on  the  rich  and 
Inxorioas,  689;  benelMal  to  the  rsyenne,  089;  motion  to 
strike  oat  lost,  68Il 

IToolw— HoTed  to  strike  ont  the  duty  on  manniketaied 
wool,  669;  the  daty  should  be  an  otfeolorim  mm  owing 
to  the  dUbrent  qnalitles  of  the  article,  689;  no  manobe- 
tore  more  worthy  cf  proteetion  than  woollens,  589; 
amendment  mored  to  strike  ont  so  mneh  as  makes  the 
da^  OTsr  twenty-flye  per  oent  and  lostp-thirty  carried, 
688. 

SOb,  Btui  /ikUm.— Moyed  to  Impoee  twenty-flye  per 
oent^  688;  moyed  to  Insert  thirty,  688;  both  motions 
lost,  681 

FM  JfaiM|^lM<iirsdL-.lldyed  tostifke  oot  oyer  thirty 
per  cent  duty,  684 ;  carried,  681 

iror8Ml48fo|^Gbods.~Moyed  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
the  daty  <»  worsted  stofb  twenty-flye  per  eent^  684; 
canted,  66& 

jnoiOMte.— Moyed  to  make  the  same  dnty  on  blankets 
ao  on  wonted  staflh,  686;  carried, 685k 

Hying  i\MUL— Moyed  to  strike  oat  the  doty  of  firar 
cents  per  poand,  686;  eanied,  688k 

Omioo.— Moyed  to  strike  oat  the  dnty  on  cocoa,  665; 
carried,  665. 

Question  on  the  passage  of  the  bUl,  686;  carried, 
666u 

In  As  ITones.— If  othing  proposed  bat  to  extend  and 
•qnallse  a  eystem  which  experience  had  shown  to  be 
moat  benefldal,  666;  one  ol^eotto  secnre  In  part  a  mar^ 
ket  for  raw  materials^  666;  to  sostsln  Soropean  agrtoal- 
tojIatB  in  artldea  we  reqolre,  666 ;  to  create  Internal 
reoovrcea,  666;  dnties  of  two  daases,  reyenae  and  pro- 
tectfye,  666;  capadty  to  prodnee  iron  and  hemp,  666; 
how  the  qnestion  of  protection  Is  considered,  667;  the 
tribate  we  pay  to  forelgnere,  667;  it  is  thought  inless 
yrin  adyance  equal  to  the  dntfea,  667;  a  mistake,  668; 
details  of  the  biII,668L 

It  is  a  proteettye  and  not  a  reyenue  bin,  668;  the 
Union  not  prepared  for  this  state  of  things,  669. 

OoU4mBaQgimg.—qfiM(dsai  on  striking  oat  the  dnty, 
#68;  this  sofc;^  does  not  belong  to  the  Qoyemment  of 
Um  United  States,  669;  it  is  not  for  the  eommon  de- 
fence or  general  welflue,  669;  to  say  that  the  cnltnie  of 
cotton  had  been  protected  by  legislation  was  an  InsoH 
to  the  nndeiitandlng,  669;  the  manner  of  manoihetnre 
of  ooftton  bagging  shows  the  ImpoUcy  of  Its  protection, 
M»  ;  the  aigoment  that  the  eonsamer  and  not  the 
growec  of  cotton  peid  the  duty,  examined,  670;  the 


proposition  for  this  dnty  Intndnoes  a  norel  principle 
In  legislation— the  proteetfon  of  mannflictaree  rather 
the  creation  of  mannihetures,  670;  frirthar  remarks, 
670. 

/rofk— Motion  to  strike  ont  the  doty  on  bam  or  bolts 
not  manuihetured  by  rolling,  679 ;  caose  a  correspond- 
ing Increase  of  price  to  eyery  Ihrmer  or  mechanic,  679 ; 
the  l>eneflt  of  the  dnty  confined  to  two  or  three  of  the 
States,  6T9;  the  question  is  on  the  Increase  of  the  present 
duty  from  $15  to  $99,  679;  oort  to  mannflMSturo  bar 
Iron,  679;  manufocturerB  of  Iron  In  Pennsylyanla,  678; 
flvrelgn  Iron  Is  rapidly  driying  domestic  competttion 
ont  of  the  market,  6TB;  can  any  statesman  regud 
this  process  with  IndiifeTencer  6TB;  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufoctorers  of  iron?  6TB;  the 
proposed  sddltlon  to  the  dnty  will  increase  the  reyenne, 
671 

IFboBsns.— Motion  to  alter  the  minlmnm  oi  wooUens, 
676;  the  amendment  alters  the  wh<4e  charaeterof  the 
bill  by  striking  out  one  of  Its  mort  important  parte,  675; 
It  will  False  the  price  to  the  consumer  and  not  benefit 
the  manufacturer,  675;  resson  of  tiie  motion,  675;  the 
country  frilly  able  to  raise  sll  the  wool  it  needs,  675;  not 
00,676;  the  Mil  win  diminish  the  Importation  of  wooOea 
goods  one-hall^  676 ;  the  amendment  a  measure  of  mu- 
tual conciliation,  676;  coarse  wool  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  Importation,  676;  exclude  the  coarse  bad 
wool  flrom  abroad  and  yon  win  soon  haye  a  better  article, 
677;  the  dnty  now  proposed  Is  not  a  prohibition,  677  • 
flirther  debate,  678, 679. 

TbOoto.— Moyed  to  strike  ont  the  duty  on  tsOow,  606; 
an  Increased  dnty  wUl  preyent  Its  manufoctnre  and 
Umit  its  export,  695 ;  taHow  ehandlen  haye  the  benefit 
cf  the  diawbaek,  695;  It  wfll  promote  the  interest  of 
growers  of  cattle,  696;  how  the  Jhrmers  support  the 
whale  fishery,  696;  a  yart  yariety  of  interests  inyoWed 
In  it,  606;  the  Nayy  is  the  protection  of  commerce,  606; 
it  murt  be  manned  by  young,  hardy  and  aellye  seamen, 
606 ;  extract  from  Burke^S  qMcdi  on  America,  607;  the 
proposed  duty  wlU  not  be  any  relief  to  those  engaged 
in  the  fisheries,  607 ;  the  cheapness  of  Bnsrisn  tallow, 
607;  daims  of  the  whalemen  to  the  protection  of  the 
country,  606;  arguments  agalnrt  the  dnty  constdsred, 

on. 

FImm.— Moyed  to  Increase  the  dnty  ten  cents  on  cer- 
tain winea,  709;  wlne-growlng  cevntries  always  poor, 
709;  a  rednetlon  of  duty  on  low-priced  wines  had  al- 
ways Increased  the  reyenne,  709;  motion  Icct,  TOO. 

JfoloMasL— Moyed  to  Increase  the  duty  on,  709;  ob- 
ject to  encourage  the  prodnction  of  the  raw  material, 
709 ;  the  Increase  In  the  Import  Is  so  great  as  to  threaten 
the  supplanting  of  the  raw  material,  709;  molssssi 
ought  to  be  considered  a  source  of  reyenne,  708;  the 
proposition  Is  to  tax  the  labor  of  .the  country,  708;  the 
quantity  of  sugar  In^ported  at  dllforent  perloda,  704; 
thia  increase  of  dnty  would  diminish  the  reyenne,  704; 
dnty  fixed  at  ten  cents  per  gaUon,  704;  two  dsssss  di- 
yide  the  country,  those  in  fltyor  of  reyenue  with  Ind* 
denial  protection,  and  thoee  In  fliyor  of  protection,  707 ; 
the  general  dlstrcss  which  peryadea  the  whole  conn- 
try,  706;  what  is  the  cense  of  this  unhappy  condltlonr 
708;  the  effect  of  the  altered  stste  of  Europe  has  been 
to  drcnmscxibe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and  le- 
dnce  tiie  yalue  and  produce  of  our  territorial  labor, 
700;  foreign  nations  cannot.  If  they  would,  take  our 
surplos  produce,  700;  great  dlyerslty  of  interests  com- 
prised In  onrconfodenMqr,  710;  oonslderattons  thatlnylte 
us  to  adopt  the  poUey  of  this  eystem,  710;  If  the  bene- 
fits <rfthis  policy  wete  confined  to  certain  sections  of  the 
country,  would  It  not  be  satlslhctoiy  to  behoU  American 
Industry  thrifty r  T\%\  appeal  to  the  friends  cf  the telff 
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Til ;  notSf  71S ;  this  is  said  to  be  a  qaestlon  between  the 
friends  of  an  American  poUcj,  and  the  oppoeers  of  it,  71S ; 
eanses  of  the  depression  of  the  ooontry,  718 ;  objections  to 
the  argnmeBts  in  Ikvor  of  the  tarill^  T14 ;  doctrine  of  pro- 
hibition prepoeteroos,  716;  what  relief  does  the  bill 
propose  to  the  foreign  trade?  715;  Its  sitoation  is  ex- 
tremely critical,  719;  the  dnty  on  woollen  manofto- 
tores,  716;  the  mannfactnre  of  cotton,  717;  the  prices 
of  labor  in  those  countries  whence  we  obtain  onr  iron, 
718 ;  no  change  onght  to  be  nuKle  in  any  existing  law 
unless  the  reasons  be  strong,  general  and  erident,  718 ; 
it  is  said  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is  small,  790; 
the  efTects  of  this  measore  on  the  maritime  strength  of 
the  conntry,  790 ;  examination  of  some  branches  of  onr 
mannftetores,  799;  the  mannihctnre  of  Iron,  799;  the 
mannflwtnre  of  cotton,  799 ;  onr  woollen  iketoriea,  799 ; 
the  interests  of  large  moneyed  a^>itaUsti  is  distinctly 
to  be  traced  in  the  present  eatery,  799;  demoraliiing 
eflTeet  of  a  general  introduetlon  of  the  manolkctaring 
system,  798;  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to  perpetuate 
Itself,  798;  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of  our 
republic,  798;  we  are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the 
ooean,79& 

MoTOd  to  reduce  the  du^  on  iron  from  one  doDar 
twelre  cents  to  ninety  cents,  794;  items  of  expense  in 
making  a  ton  of  Iron,  794;  what  is  the  object  of  the 
bill?  794;  it  proposes  to  load  with  duties  one  of  the 
staple  necessaries  of  sgrioulture  and  mana&eturea,  794 ; 
It  Is  an  ui^ust  and  oppresslTe  burden,  795 ;  objections 
examined,  795;  reply,  796;  serious  distrust  must  be 
felt  at  9BJ  scheme  having  for  its  objects  a  diTerBion  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  countiy,  797 ;  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  must  depend  upon  its  capital  and 
labor,  797;  cannot  produce  wealth  by  legidating  an 
alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  the  people,  798 ;  Hamilton^ 
opinionsi  798;  the  Upland  cottons,  798;  amendment 
proposed  and  accepted  or  r^ected,  799,  780. 

lioyed  to  reduce  the  twinimnm  on  woollens  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  781 ;  this  measure 
is  designed  throned  manulhctures  to  relleyo  the  poy- 
erty  and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
people,  TBI;  the  exports,  781;  frirther  remarks  upon 
relief  789;  the  late  war  wss  a  war  for  commerce  only, 
788;  one  species  of  commerce  to  which  we  are  opposed, 
the  bilngijig  fh)m  abroad  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  784;  it  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  industry  will  ii^Jure  the  public  rsTenne, 
786;  motion  carried,  786;  refrised  in  the  House,  787; 
the  third  act  ever  passed  the  Congress,  788 ;  these  dis- 
eriminating  duties  and  the  unexampled  increase  of  onr 
tonnage  alarmed  Great  Britain,  788;  these  acts  went 
ferther  to  protect  our  nayigation  than  the  present  bill 
proposes  to  go  In  feyor  of  any  branch  of  manufectures, 
788 ;  how  our  ship-builders  are  protected,  789 ;  the  aign- 
ments  against  this  bill  would  apply  to  the  protection  of 
the  navigating  interest,  740;  state  of  American  tonnage, 
740;  care  with  which  the  Qoyemment  has  fostered 
its  nayigation,  741,  749;  ferther  remarks,  748;  ferther 
amendments  offered,  744. 

Moyed  to  change  the  duty  on  woollens  to  an  £k2  valO' 
reifH  745;  the  greatest  degree  of  national  and  indl- 
yidnal  wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill  and 
capital  to  find  their  own  employment,  746;  the  revenue 
afforded  by  commerce,  746;  every  branch  of  lawfhl 
Induatry  is  entitied  to  an  equal  portion  of  your  foster- 
ing care,  746;  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject  is 
not  better  understood,  747 ;  agriculture  is  the  first  and 
noblest  employment  of  man,  747 ;  it  is  said  there  are 
two  classes  of  politidana  in  this  country,  748 ;  benefits 
of  the  tariff  of  1816^  748 ;  it  Is  said  our  commerce  is  de- 
stroyed, therefore  this  bill  cannot  iiOure  It,74i»;  it  is 


said  look  at  the  petitions  ttom  every  aeetioD  «f  Ifcs 
eonntiy,  790;  motion  ouiied,  75L 

Moved  to  impose  two  cents  on  brown  and  floee  on 
white  sugar  per  pound,  751 ;  the  argument  fn  feiyur  «f 
this  duty  suicidal,  751 ;  indefinite  postponement  «f  the 
bill  moved,  759 ;  no  nation  more  rai^dly  advanced  in 
prosperity  than  this,  768;  House  Inundated  wiUi  peti- 
tions and  memorials  of  noisy  mannfeftgrerg,  794;  a 
balance  of  trade  always  in  fevor  of  ^g**t*ii  while  slw 
maintains  her  credit  system,  7S6 ;  this  bUl 
our  foreign  commerce,  756;  the  people  of  the 
States  should  be  the  last  to  support  this  meoeure,  T6<; 
the  distress  of  the  country,  766 ;  amendments  pwpened, 
757;  other  motions  made,  756;  flio<e,  7S9;  ferther  de- 
bate, 760;  indefinite  pos^nement  lost,  760;  Un  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  76L    Ses  /iMlea^  vob.  1, 1^  1^  4 

^^ 
DutU*  <m  7bHnaffs,—Ses  Ind^  voL  1. 
Dwioin,  Hkhbt  W.,  Bepresentative  fti>m  TUTawiai  liiiMerti. 

915,  Sn,  609;  on  aid  to  the  Greeks,  4ia 
DwnrxLL,  Juemr,  Representative  from  New  York,  sn. 
DsWoLT,  Jaiob,  Senator  from  Bhode  laland,  187, 854, 479; 

on  the  supprebsion  of  piracy,  154;  oflTers  a  resolstlsn 

relative  to  drawbars,  156 ;  on  a  drawback  on  iiiiilsiii. 

130, 100;  on  the  Tsrifl;  560. 


Eaxls,  Euab,  Bepresentative  ftt»n  Sonth  OkraUna,  8L  Sm 
M<Um,  volSL  4, 6,  & 

Batoit,  Jobv  H.,  Senator  lh>m  Tennessee,  187,  SiS^  4»;  sn 
stopping  pay  to  military  oflleem  Indebted  to  the  Gotcbh 
ment,  106 ;  offers  a  rsaolution  rslatf re  to  tbo 
tion  of  slaves,  901 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on 
671    See  Indem^  voL  6. 

Eatoit,  Ijrwis,  Bepresentative  from  New  Toik,  BOB. 

EnoT,  Sahtvl,  Bepresentative  ftxnn  Bhode  Island,  8,  SlSi, 
877,609.    SeeJndem,rot6, 

EnwAXSB,  HxxmT  W.,  Bepresentative  ftom  ConneetJeat,  ^ 
S15,  877;  Senator  from  Connecticut,  4i69L  See  Jmdem^ 
voL6L 

EnwAXDa,  NnnAir,  Senator  from  lOinolB,  14^  848,  ^9;  m 
appropriations  of  land  for  education,  165;  en  the  leal 
mine  leases, 900;  on  the  esse  of  Henderson, 4S1  Sm 
Jndea,  voL  6. 

SnwASDs,  SAmrsL,  Bepresentative  from  Pamaylvanis,  IL 
877,609.    iSse /MieaB,  vol.  & 

EnwAxna,  Wsldov  N.,  Bepresentative  Ikom  North  Gn^ 
na,  8, 916,  877, 609;  <»  the  amoidment  of  the  ^wnsl, 
68,  64;  on  the  sdmisslon  of  Iflssonri,  106;  on  the  sAfan 
of  Florida,  999 ;  on  the  proposed  a^joorameat,  966;  en 
the  suppression  of  public  documents,  480L  SeeJndmt 
vols.  6, 6. 

JSUoUon  d/Pretideni  and  Floe  JYeeldenL—See  JRhmK 

Eleetore  qfPreeident—See  Jhdem,  voL  1. 

EUgmUfy <if  John BaOey,  areetdent ai  WMkimpteek,  tea 
eeat  in  the  ffouee  from  jrosstuAasettt.— In  the  Hoasi^ 
the  report  of  the  committee  sgalnst  BalleyV  right  ts  a 
seat  considered,  684;  not  an  ordinary  instaaca  ta  Ihs 
history  of  contested  elections,  684;  the  piaotioe  hss 
been  to  give  a  liberal  eonstmetion  in  fevor  of  the  ri^tt 
of  the  people,  685 ;  Bailey  in  the  employ  of  the  Goven* 
ment  at  Washington,  and  expressing  an  Intantioii  ef  re- 
turning to  Massachusetts,  remains  an  Inhabitant  of  thst 
State,  685;  fhrfherlkcts  in  the  case, 666;  paints  efths 
report  of  the  committee  examined,  686;  687 ;  It  has  been 
said  that  the  case  of  an  ambasssdor  is  wholly  dtAnm^ 
688 ;  the  power  of  deddlag  the  dslma  of  nsemben  Is 
given  to  this  House,  689;  Important  to  saeeitain  Ihs 
import  of  tho  term  inhabitant  as  used  la  tba  OusmIWi- 
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tlon,  689;  as  defined  in  the  Conetltntton  of  Maanehn* 
aetta,  000;  the  constant  naage  in  that  State,  000 ;  ^ow  ia 
the  permanent  domicU,  the  home  of  a  peiaon,  to  bo  deter- 
mined f  891 ;  the  case  under  oonaideratlon,  991 ;  motion 
to  reverse  the  report,  992 ;  loet,  992;  »  question  of  com- 
mon sense  merely,  098;  ftirther  debate,  998;  report  of 
the  committee  sustained,  091 

Eluot,  Johh,  Senator  fhnn  Georgia,  148, 8B7, 465 ;  on  Flor- 
ida land  titlea,  480;  on  the  cose  of  Henderson,  481  8m 
Indea\  vol  6. 

Elub,  Wiluam  C^  BepreaentatlTe  from  Pennsylyanla,  808. 

9mbarffc.'—S»6  /imUcb,  Tola.  8, 4, 0,  and  IndttB^  toL  1,  Orsat 
BHtatu, 

Xmptmr  Aleaoand^r,  award  ot  867 ;  noUt  0K7. 

JlWWmewfs,  eneonragement  o£-^m  IndeaOi  voL  fi. 

EKToro^  OaoBOs  W.,  presents  medals  to  Congress,  400. 

EnsTis,  WxLUikif,  BepresentatlTe  from  MasssnhnwettB»  8» 
SlOi  877;  on  the  Mlssonrl  Oonstltatlon,  47;  on  the  ad- 
mission of  Mlssonrl,  74;  on  mlUtarf  appropriations, 
SS6 ;  on  transaetlons  in  FloridSi  258 ;  on  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  885,  886. 

VBoekanQB  if  Stock$.-~ln  the  House,  a  bUl  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
considered,  986 ;  object  to  pay  off  six  and  seren  per  cent 
stocks  at  flye  per  cent,  redeemable  at  a  fbture  time; 
S87 ;  featnrea  of  the  biU,  810 ;  groonds  urged  for  its  pas- 
sage, 810;  the  stockholders  will  not  accept  Uie  change 
you  propose,  811 ;  If  commerce  increases,  does  not  the 
revenue  advance  f  811 ;  vain  to  talk  of  saving  millions 
while  you  plunge  the  nation  deeper  In  debt,  811 ;  other 
points  of  view  in  which  to  consider  the  subject,  812; 
difficulty  of , understanding  the  expMdltnres  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  and  the  Utbor  and  service  required,  so 
as  to  suggest  reforms,  818 ;  the  principle  of  the  bill  good, 
818 ;  state  of  the  national  debt,  818 ;  It  la  objected  that 
thla  bill  win  deprive  the  Government  of  the  power  to 
pay  HxB  national  debt  when  it  iUla  due,  818;  what 
win  bo  your  situation  In  1825?  818;  an  auspicious  mo- 
ment Ibr  making  this  exchange,  818b 

The  bill  gives  to  one  class  of  public  eredltora  an  ad- 
vantage over  others,  814;  It  Is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
a  loan  in  disguise,  814 ;  the  people  condemn  the  habit  of 
rewrtlng  to  loana  in  time  of  peace,  814 ;  this  system  of 
measures  created  and  confirmed  a  moneyed  srlstocracy, 
814 ;  what  la  the  pressing  emergency  f  815 ;  why  this  re- 
versal of  the  pleasing  pmqwcts  of  commerce  and  proa- 
perooa  condition  of  our  revenue?  815;  not  a  matter  of 
Burpriae  that  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevalla,  810;  we 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  by 
direct  taxation  between  this  time  and  the  year  1828,  or 
we  must  procrastinate  the  period  fixed  for  the  redemp- 
tion  of  the  public  debt,  815 ;  the  former  alternative  Is 
quite  out  of  the  question,  816;  the  proposed  exchange 
of  stocks  is  a  prudent  flnsnrlal  measure,  816 ;  two  differ- 
ent reasons  for  the  ikll  In  the  interest  of  money,  817 ; 
bin  paased,  817. 

Aeo<ss  of»  l4quor$»—Se€  Indtmt  vola.  1,  OL 

AmoiiMm  DtparlmsnU.—Se*  Jiufesn,  toL  1 

WbpalHation,'-8«€  Indtm^  volsi  2, 0,  & 

Maep^diUon  offaiiut  Porto  Sieo.— In  the  House,  a  reaolutlcii 
calling  for  information  relative  to,  considered,  888 ;  va- 
rious reports  relative  to  this  expedition,  888;  our  re- 
monstrances to  Spain  for  not  restraining  the  expeditions 
of  individuals,  888 ;  persons  connected  with  this  expedi- 
tion, 888 ;  other  drcnmstances, 888 ;  ftirther debate, 884; 
resolution  agreed  to,  881 

Mpprndituru,  roOueUon  qf.—lu  the  House,  resdlutioaa 
relative  to  the  reduction  of  expendlturea  considered,  54 ; 
resolutiotts  so  broad  aa  to  admit  of  the  commlttee'a  tak- 
ing a  iUQ  view  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  65;  importance 
of  the  qnestioa  inrolved  In  such  ao  inquiry,  05;  that 


people  are  the  happiest  whose  rights  are  protected  at  the 
least  expense,  65 ;  in  no  nation  can  taxation  be  rendered 
more  oppressive  than  in  ours,  65;  the  acts  of  ratification 
show  how  many  of  the  States  attempted  to  guard  against 
abuse  of  the  powers  conftrred  upon  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 56;  In  these  acts  we  first  discover  the  distinction 
between  what  has  been  appropriately  denominated  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  revenue,  66 ;  these 
principles  stated,  56 ;  they  fonn  the  bright  constellatloa 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps,  66 ;  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Jefferson*s  Message,  57;  what  la  our 
present  condition  f  67. 
JB^Bpunffing  tho  Journal  q/the  8enaU,—SM  Indsm,  voL  9L 


Fausxxt,  Patxiok,  BepresentatlTe  from  Pennsylvania, 
216, 877, 802;  on  detecUng  maU  thefta,  246;  on  the  ap- 
propriatioa  for  the  Cumberland  road,  824;  on  proviiAcii 
ftw  the  ihmily  of  Lieutenant  Pierce,  880;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  41& 

Fasbow  and  HAmua.— In  the  Senate,  a  bUl  reported  to  ad- 
Just  the  aoeonata  o^  relative  to  building  forta  en  Dau- 
phin laland,  879 ;  state  of  the  case,  872;  contracts  with 
the  United  States  are  governed  by  tha  same  prlndplea 
as  with  individuals,  872;  the  mode  of  settlement,  8T2, 
878;  bin  for  the  rettef  oC  considered,  088L 

Fat,  Jomr,  Bepresentative  flrom  New  York,  &  3^4  /fidea, 
voL& 

Ftdiiral  JPmdgM.—Se^  Jnd«^  Tola.  2, 8»  Amondmmit  to  liU 
OonttUniton^  and  IndM^  t<^  4, 5. 

Fnn>LAT,  Jomr,  BepresentatlTe  from  Penn^lvanla,  877, 60!L 

FmHuiT,  William,  Senator  from  Penn^lTanla,  144^  94S, 
46&    /8MJ«dsa\TOla.l,2,8.4,6. 

JVnet,  JOKMo,  bin  relative  to,  2061 

FoHnt,  CBAXLaa,  Bepresentative  fkwn  North  Oafollna,  6l 

Flag  f^iKs  UniUd  SUMtoa.—Seo  Indtm^  voL  1. 

Florida^  bUl  to  take  possession  oi;  180, 181;  noCs,  181. 

In  fk*  SonaU^^A  petition  ihmi  certsin  inhaUtaats  of 
West  Florida,  representing  themselves  lllegaDy  impris- 
oned, 161 ;  better  wait  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
Houae,  161 ;  each  House  dionld  act  Independently,  161 ; 
ought  to  be  reforred  to  the  President,  161 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  161 ;  motion  to  annex  a  part  of  Weat  Florida  to 
Alabama,  168;  noU,  169. 

.Oovemmont  q^  i'7oH<i&— Amendmenta  to  thobUl, 
171 ;  bin  ordered  to  third  reading,  171;  noto,  17L 

BUl  Introduced  to  repeal  the  Florida  Territorial  laws, 
206i 

AJiEiro  in  Florida.— In.  the  Houaa,  a  reaolutloa  call- 
ing upon  the  President  ibr  information  relative  to  the 
late  transactions  in  Florida  considered,  281;  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  288 ;  more  respectHol  to 
the  President  to  wait  for  the  information  he  donbtleia 
Intenda  soon  to  oonvey,  288 ;  the  resolution  calla  fl>r  par- 
ticular and  qieclfic  Information,  222 ;  laid  on  the  tsble^ 
222. 

TranMuUont  in.— In  the  House,  a  messsge  frtmi  tha 
President  r^latlTc  to  afiUrs  in  Florida,  242;  im<S|248; 
committee  pray  to  be  discharged  fkrom  flirther  onulder- 
atlon  of  the  messsge  anddoeuments,  268;  reason  to  ap- 
prehend there  haa  been  such  a  usurpation  ni  the  rights 
of  certsln  petitioners  as  required  the  Interference  of  the 
House,  288;  motion  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wkole,  266;  an  additional  reason  for  glT- 
ing  mmre  promptly  a  goTcrament  to  Florida,  268;  were 
the  petitioners  confined  under  a  military  order,  or  ia 
Tirtne  of  some  cItU  Judicial  process?  288;  the  powers 
of  the  GoTemor  are  aald  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the  Csp- 
tain-Ganaral  of  Cnbai  266;  question  on  diMhaiglBf  tba 
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oommltte*,  8B8;  It  ia  a  sabjACt  that  requlrea  the  iinme- 
dUte  interlbrenee  of  th«  Honae,  858 ;  the  duty  of  Oca- 
greaa,  968;  proper  that  the  papera  ahoald  be  referred, 
S90;  the  Honae  cannot  diapenae  with  inqniiy  in  any 
oaae  where  complaint  waa  made,  969 ;  the  caae  of  the 
petltionen,  909;  the  benefit  of  the  petitionen  reqolrea 
that  the  anbject  ahoald  be  taken  ap  by  a  body  more 
competent  to  do  anmmary  juatioe  than  thia  Honae,  259 ; 
the  ExecntiTO  could  moat  apeedily  relicTe  them,  they 
being  now  in  Jail,  900 ;  merely  a  caae  of  Iklae  impriaon- 
ment,  and  will  thia  Honae  nndartake  to  try  anch  oaaea  f 
960;  the  qneation  la,  whether  the  anljecta  of  a  foreign 
power  hare  reoelyed  from  our  ofBoera  an  ii^nry,  900 ; 
what  ta  there  beA>re  thia  Hooae  bat  aoB  parU  atatementa 
of  the  petitionen?  900;  whoae  Ikalt  waa  it  that  the 
OoTemment  of  Florida  waa  tyrannical  f  960{  the  blaoM 
moat  reat  on  thoae  by  whom  th4»  €K>Temment  waa  or- 
gaaiaed,  9(t0;  where  ta  the  danae  of  tho  conatitntlon 
whidi  ezdadea  thia  Honae  ttom  Inqnixing  into  aodi  a 
caae?  861;  the  biU  of  laat  aeaalon  correaponded  to  the 
Tlewa  of  the  ExeontlTe,  961 ;  nois^  961 ;  report  relatiTe 
to  releaae  of  petitlonera,  969b 

Beaolotlona  relative  to  the  meaaage  and  doeomenti 
oflTerad,  964;  the  Qoremor  of  Florida  doea  not  poaaeaa 
thoae  jadidal  powera  he  dalma  to  ezerdae,  964;  the 
conzae  poranod  by  the  Ooremor  waa  eridently  coirect, 
965;  eflbrU  of  the  Spaalaida  to  dclsat  the  cemion,  966; 
ftuther  debate,  965;  Hooae  reAiaes  to  take  cognisance  of 
the  complalnta,  966. 

Beaolntiona  oflTered  relative  to  traaaaettona  in  Florida, 
970;  Hooae  reAiae  to  consider  them,  970;  note,  970;  cor- 
rtapondence,  971, 879;  meaiage  relatlTe  to,  896L 

In  IA«  B4mu.—JL  bill  to  eaUbUah  a  Territorial  Got- 
emment  in  Florida,  894;  nooved  to  extend  the  princi- 
ples of  the  oonatitatlon  in  relation  to  protection  of  lib- 
erty, &a,  over,  904;  people  of  Florida  atrangers  to  oar 
oonatitatlon  and  laws,  904;  fhrther  remarka,  995;  mo- 
tion loat,  990;  fio<a»  895;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
890;  paaMd,896. 

Boadt  ifi.~In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  aathorlse  the  lay- 
ing oat  of  pablio  roada  in  Florida,  conaldered,  600 ;  im- 
portance to  the  terxltoiy  of  the  roada  propoied,  609;  aa 
it  relatea  to  the  defence,  and  to  the  popalatlon  cf  the 
territory,  600;  data  on  which  the  eatlmatea  are  based, 
609;  the  appropriation  stated,  with  the  labor  of  the 
military  force  will  be  adeqoate,  609;  an  extraordinary 
coontiy  if  twenty  thoosand  dollars  will  make  three  hun- 
dred milea  of  road,  510;  dlifereat  manner  of  conatract- 
ing  roada  at  the  South  and  at  the  Korth,510;  bill  passed 
to  a  third  reading,  510;  memoriala  respecting,  695. 
OoTcmment  ol— iSm  /lufesn,  toL  6^  S^pwuUh  Trea- 
ty, Oocapation  o^  see  iiufeoA,  toL  4.  Purchase  o(;  see 
IndtOD^  ToL  8. 
FlOTD,  Jo^,  Bepresentatiye  fh>m  Y iiginia,  6, 916^  878, 608 ; 
on  a  national  Tacdne  institution,  8;  offers  a  reaolution 
relatiye  to  the  occupancy  of  the  Columbia  Blyer,  50;  re- 
porta  relatiye  to  the  Columbia  Blyer,  74 ;  rdatiye  to  Mia- 
aourl,  86, 93;  on  the  South  American  Proyinoea,96;  on 
reconsidering  the  vote  relatiye  to  Missoari,  105;  on  the 
dection  of  President  and  Vice  President,  114;  olfers  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  vote  of  Misaouri  for  Preddent, 
116;  on  the  Indian  Department,  981;  on  yacdnation, 
944;  on  the  Russian  dalma,  858;  on  transactiona  In 
Florida,  858;  on  the  auppreadon  of  piracy,  884;  on  the 
occupation  of  Columbia  Blyer,  888;  on  the  auppreadon 
of  public  documenta,  481;  on  road  ftom  Memphla  to 
Little  Bock,  615.  jSm /lufesn,  vol  & 
FoLAXB,  WALVsn,  Jun.,  Bepreaentattve  from  MsMachnsetta^ 

6.    iSas  IndtXy  yoL  & 
VooT,  Samitil  A^  Bepresentatiye  from  Conneotloat,  8, 698; 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67 ;  rdatiye  to  Mla- 


aoari,88,85;  oiithedatyoawin«a,70S;  oathedstysB 

wooUena,  746l    jSas  Jfufan,  yoL  6b 
FooTK,  Chaxlb  A^  Bepreaentatlye  from  New  York,  OH. 
FoKD,  WxLUUM  B.,  Bepresentatiye  ftom  New  Tock,  &  As 

/FMf as,  yoL  6l 
ForeiQn  MUyUUrt^  abase  of  priyflege.— iSea  Ind^m,  ycL  1 
J^rMffn  BtlaUoHS,    S—  Indtm^  yola.  4,  6l 
FoBUBZ,  TnoiLsa,  Bepreaentatlye  fkom  Penaaylyaala,  1^ 

877.    Aa  Indian  yoL  6. 
FoBSTTB,  Jomr,  Bepresentatlva  from  Georgia,  508 ;  oa  i^ 

duetion  of  the  diplomatic  corpa,  679.    Ste  Indsm^  yolL 

FoawAan,  WALVxa,  Bepreaentatlye  from  P«naiylyaBi% 
877, 608;  on  the  duty  oa  woollens,  676b 

JVofioa,  raloMoiis  wOA.— iSaa  /iM2ee,  vols.  %  &. 

Frakting  PrMtsg^.—SM  Indm,  yola.  1, 2. 

FaAHOUDDT,  Moaa.,  communication  o^  891L 

FrMdom  of  Otmtei^ne^—See  Index,  yoL  1. 

French  osaseJt,  bUla  reapeeting  dutlea  on,  906L 

JVano^  i6tpolfaKMM;  report  on,  706b    ifiiM /nclaa^  Tola.  ^  1 

Drench  Deer0M.—8M  Inden,  yoL  6b 

Drench  M^^«M.—See  Indeaa^  yoL  1. 

Dricnde^  petition  of  Sodety  at,  in  reforoaoa  to  alaye  bnt- 
rlagea,606b 

^FrotUUre,  proUcUon  qf.—See  Indm^,  yoL  1. 

Faoax,  Joai.,  Bepreaentatlye  from  New  York,  599. 

Fuffitiven/rom  labor,  readution  rdatiyo  to^  SSL 

FugUice§/rom  JneUcc—Sce  Indcaa,  yoL  L 

FugiHve  JSUavst,— Sec  Indcn,  yoi  6,  t,    Stavcc 

FuLLXB,  TiMOTHT,  Bepreaentatlye  ftom  Maanarhnartt^  9, 
916, 877, 598 ;  on  the  exchange  of  eertaia  atoeka,  814; 
on  the  auppreadon  of  piracy,  884, 885, 888;  rdatiye  ta 
Spanlah  Prlyateeis,  461;  on  the  bill  for  tho  idbf  of 
Sanh  Perry,  618;  on  the  duty  on  iron,  filS;.  oa  the 
caaeofMr.  Bdley,  689.    iSM /a<to^  toL  6b 

Fur  Trade  qf  the  WeaL—ln.  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  legalits 
trade  with  the  Indiana  oonddered,  901 ;  tho  tox  trade  aa 
ol^ect  of  nationd  concern,  80S;  aa  a  branch  d  osb- 
meroe,  808 ;  the  nataie  of  the  o^»ltal  woald 
the  ydue  of  the  trade  to  the  country,  906;  tho 
cablUty  of  taking  the  f^irs  direct  to  China,  90S;  the  fta 
trade  ia  the  true  meana  of  controlling  the  Indiana,  918; 
the  bill  and  amendmenta  are  edoolated  to  gtve  it  sobm 
protection,  904. 

▲  bill  to  preTent  fordgners  trading  with  the  ladbas 
within  the  United  States  conddered,  548;  fbrdgaenia- 
atigate  the  Indians  to  murder  Americaa  cltlaeaa,50; 
machinatlona  In  Florida,  548;  ia  the  norUiwoat,  918; 
Indiana  ripe  for  hoatilitiea  with  oa  long  boCMro  the  ds- 
daiation  of  the  late  war,  544;  InaUgated  by  the  tradeOt 
544;  nanatlTe,  M4;  the  state  of  our  rdatioaa  with  tiba 
Blackfeet  tribe,  546;  the  Assinaboina,  M6;  the  ocigk 
of  the  hunting  expeditiona,  546 ;  the  British  ftir  trades 
the  cause  of  the  hostility  of  the  Blaekfeot  IndiaM  aad 
others,  547;  eight  reaaona  stated  to  proTe  it,  547,618; 
the  bill  reported  oontdns  four  proyidons  to  pot  aa  ead 
to  these  outragea and  to  preaerye  the  fhr  trade,  549;  the 
mdn  provision  is  to  advance  a  military  post,  oa  the 
Upper  Miasouri,  549 ;  the  magnitude  of  the  tn  trads^ 
549;  the  encouragement  it  will  give  to  home  Indostiy; 
549 ;  our  pdlcy  unites  itself  with  our  Interest,  SOOi 

How  this  bill  is  to  produce  the  effect  indicated  \j  iti 
title  has  not  been  explained,  661 ;  it  will  not  be  p(«- 
tended  that  moving  troope  up  the  Missouri  oaa  be  as* 
cessary  for  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  501 ;  extnat 
from  Mi^or  Long^s  aecoont  of  the  country,  651 ;  foer 
companies  would  be  dtogether  inadequate  for  the  par- 
pose  intended,  568 ;  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the 
bill  is  the  protection  of  the  hunters  and  trappera,  599; 
it  is  add  the  British  traders  came  within  our  bouadaiks 
to  trade  with  the  Indiana,  568;  obJeotlonB  to  the  bttl 
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•aiwtnd, OBB;  tlM  lyitem  of  int«rooaiM  with  the  In- 
dim  lately  punned  Is  ndlcally  wrong,  604;  if  It  is  in- 
tended to  iBTsde  the  Indisn  eonnliy  with  s  militsiy 
ibroe  we  <pght  to  hold  s  trestj  with  them  snd  obtain 
their  eonsent,  654 ;  the  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within 
our  jniisdietioii— what  eoncrol  have  we  OTer  them/  004 ; 
the  Ooyernment  has  always  established  miUtaiy  poets 
In  their  eoontiy  without  their  consent,  004;  this  point 
established,  604 ;  no  part  of  the  bill  proposes  to  interfere 
with  the  Indians,  600;  we  hare  no  rifht  to  place  a  mill- 
tarj  force  in  the  Indian  conntry  in  a  time  of  peace,  000; 
the  Indiva  lias  no  one  here  to  speak  ibr  him,  666;  the 
protectioB  of  onr  tmde  with  the  Northwestern  Indians 
by  a  mlUtaiy  fbfoe  had  been  once  dlscnssed  and  settled, 
660;  bin  laid  over,  060;  amendment  mored,  680;  car- 
ried, 086;  bin  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table, 686;  bUI  taken 
vp  and  amisndment  carried,  066;  ordered  to  be  engross- 


gaii.fiiBH,  Jaxh,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  16T,  848, 
400;  elected  president  jwvfsnk  of  Senate,  1ST,  166, 848, 
868, 068;  his  address  to  the  Senate,  168;  his  remarks, 
8681    /te /iMlM,  Tols.  8. 4,  ^  6. 

tfolstoiMljSfatoii,  elected  printer,  441.    Ae /fMtsa^  toL  6L 
t  Oakbli,  Jobh  M^  memorial  oi(  708. 

B^MMwn,  Bonnr  S.,  BeprsaentaliTe  fhmi  Ybglnls,  8i»  UO^ 
877, 088;  on  reconsidering  tiie  rote  rebtlTe  to  Missoqil, 
104;deoisrsilonoi;808,8i0.    StelMm^yoL^ 

GAxnisov,  DAxni,  BeprssentatlTe  from  New  Jers^,  088. 

Oau^t,  Jamm  W.,  BepresentstlTe  from  Ohio,  688;  on  the 
lOami  pnrehase,  607;  on  the  redaction  of  the  dipl<mistic 
corps,  684 

OBBBAnv,  Joor,  BeprssentatlTe  ftvm  New  Tovfc,  916^  877. 

gswercrf  W4f^br§  clamt^  teBamimed.-~J8t9  Mdem^  voL  1. 

€horgUm  MUlMa,  dalouL-Ae  indsog^  vols.  8,  6;  land 
daioL— )Sm  indsBD^  ToL  8b 

lyscryto  CtakM^  ]»P«»  referred,  188;  report,  181 

Om^msm  LimguaQt^  laioe  in..— iSbe  indtm^  yoL  9. 

Oium,  e»»«n  R.,  Bepresentstiye  from  Georgia,  S16, 877 ; 
rshitlTe  to  the  Indian  department,  990, 981 ;  on  trsassc- 
tions  In  Florida,  960 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  docu- 
ments, 498l 

em,  JoaspB,  BepresentattTC  lh>m  South  Carolina,  916^  877, 
689. 

€«id  ep<is  report  on,  87. 

OoBKAM,  BnijAimr,  BeprssentstlTe  from  MasMshnsotts,  7, 

916k  on. 

OoTAV,  Amuw  B.,  Bepresentattre  fr«m  South  Carolina, 
878, 686;  on  the  tarii^  769. 

Qb4t,  Jom  C,  BeprssentatlTe  lh>m  Ybginla,  8. 

€h^tU  IHtaln^  rdaUaUny  meawru  on.-SuJndM,  toL  1 

Gr^ski,  add  to  Osl— In  the  House,  memorisl  in  behalf  of 
the  Greeks  presented,  410;  sentiments  of  the  memoilal- 
istsin  aecordaace  with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  410;  ftir- 
ther  remarica,  410;  memorial  laid  on  the  table,  410. 

tfresee,  commitaion§r  to.—ln  the  House,  a  resolution 
rsIatlTe  to  the  appointment  oi;  offsred,  684;  ot^ect  to 
obtain  fttnn  the  House  an  expression  responstTC  to  the 
Presldenrs  message,  685 ;  Isld  on  the  teble,  686 ;  debate 
OB  time  to  take  up  the  motiou  ibr,  606L 

A  rseolttttoB  that  proTlslon  ought  to  be  made  Ibr 
the  appointment  of  a  Commlsiioner  to  Greece  con- 
sidersd,  641;  witnesses  of  what  Orseee  has  taught 
us  to  be,  641;  what  isitbestlbrustodoiathe 
prsoent  sqiect  of  things  respecting  Gieecef  019;  tho 
poHqi.  of  the  OoTemment  towards  Ibreign  nstions, 
Ott;  the  sge  is  a  peculiar  one,  Ott;  the  dsciantion 
of  the  Holy  AlUtMe,  Ott;  what  Is  n  tnutyr  Ott; 


nature  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  644;  a  combination  against 
the  cause  of  human  intellect  and  the  .character  of  the 
•  age,  044;  speech  «f  the  Bmperor  of  Bnssla,  044;  what 
Isthlstousf  040;  what  can  we  dof  045;  the  country 
of  Greece,  646;  results  of  the  system  of  modem  Enr^ 
pesn  SoTereigns,  647;  the  situation  of  Greece,  047, 048  ; 
will  this  resolution  do  them  any  good?  648;  Is  It  paci- 
fic, 648;  do  the  gentlemen  Ibsr  embnrtUng  us  with  the 
Porte?  648;  ftirther  debate,  651;  amendment  to  limit 
the  resolTe  to  an  expression  of  sentiment  fltTotable  to 
Greece,  659 ;  this  is  a  matter  which  had  its  origin  prin- 
cipally in  feeling,  669 ;  the  Grecian  republics,  608 ;  you 
owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  ought  to  pay  in  kind. 
It  is  for  moral  aid,  608;  let  us  take  cars  that  we  do  net 
make  our  cause  a  warning  against  free  goTomments, 
608;  we  should  pause  belbre  we  tske  any  step  that  may 
commit  the  nation,  664;  the  resolution  In  Itself  is  noth- 
ing when  bompared  with  the  consequences  it  iuTclTes, 
664;  doctrines  broached  that  Imply  a  total  change  In  the 
policy  of  this  G^remment,  665;  are  we  to  go  on  a  cru- 
sade to  propegate  liberty  and  reUglonf  665;  the  quolatloB 
from  Puflbndor^666;  the  President  hss  slready  express 
ed  an  in  relbreBce  to  Greece  that  the  leeolutlon  goes  to 
express,  656 ;  other  cases  besidos  that  of  the  Greeks^  666; 
what  aiewe  now  asked  to  do f  666;  it  Isssld  we  huT* 
sent  and  recelTed  ministers  from  rcTtduttonary  France, 
606 ;  oTon  Bussia  dare  not  moTC,  667;  one  world  Is  not 
suAdent  for  us,  657 ;  we  haTO  not  a  IttUe  of  John  Bull- 
dog  spirit,  657;  the  unexampled  state  of  the  worM, 
66f ;  called  upon  to  acknowledge  a  new  power,  688 ; 
what  win  be  the  probable  coasequencss  f  668 ;  hare 
the  Greeks  dedarsd  and  maintained  their  independ- 
ence f  688;  it  wHl  be  a  Tlolatlon  of  onr  dedarsd  prin- 
dples,  658;  It  Is  an  interforence  with  the  exeontlTe 
power,  660;  the  act  of  Congress  will  be  the  acknowl- 
edgment and  not  the  embassy,  660 ;  what  haTC  you 
to  do  with  the  liberty  of  any  people  except  the  people 
you  goTcm,  669;  Justice  Is  not  done  to  the  Turk  In 
this  debate,  661 ;  in  religion  the  Turks  sre  more  tolerant 
than  their  Christian  neighbors,  661 ;  remember  the 
words  oi  Wsshlngton,  661 ;  the  hopes  cf  mankind  de- 
pend on  the  success  of  our  experiment,  669. 

GxMs,  EtuA  C,  BeprssentatlTe  from  New  Tmfc,  &  As 
IndMOf  ToL  a 

Gnoas,  Samcvl,  BepresentstlTe  from  PennsylTunia,  8^  916, 
877;  on  the  resohitlon  rdatlTe  to  Mlesourl,  68.  Ass  In- 
<isa9i,Td.6. 

OwUktmard,  Arnaid4t  petition  c^  16L 

^•MiOoatt.— )Sm  Ind^  toL  9. 

GvBLiT,  Hkhbt  H.,  BeprsaentsllTe  ftmn  (Mo^  688;  on 
roads  in  FloiUa,  611 ;  on  the  duty  on  wteaa,  T8S. 

GvTos,  JAma,  Jn.,  Bepresentafehre  frrom  New  Terk,  & 


Haobut,  Aauon,  Jb.,  BepresentstlTe  from  New  Tmfc,  8; 

relattTe  to  Missouri,  86;  on  the  admission  of  Mlswurl, 

16&   SeeJkdmttolt. 
Haix,  GioMu,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Tmfc,  8.   SfM- 

<fsBa,ToL  6. 
Hall,  Thomas  H.,  BepresentallTe  from  North  Oarollna,  8, 

991,877,6881    A« iiMisn,  toL  & 
Hall,  Willaxd,  Bepresentatlye  from  Deteware,  If.   JSm 

Jndem,y6L  6L 
MaU  iff  tho  Eouso^  resolution  relatlTe  to,  61. 
Hamxltov,  KiMzuKnma^—BtpoH  qf,  at  Soer^lanf  pf  8U 

Trmmry,—Boo  AmEso^  toL  1,  TVeoswry. 
Hamiltoit,  Jamub,  Js.,  BepresentstlTe  from  South  Csroiini, 

418, 509;  announces  death  of  WllUam  Lowndes,  418;  ea 

the  snppresdon  of  public  documents,  448;  on  rsHsfcf 
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8wah  Perrf  ,  019;  on  the  dn^  on  wooUena,  878 ;  on  the 
Tarill^TM.. 

Haboxr,  BBVJAMnr,  Repreflentattve  from  Kenta<&7,  IT, 
810,  877;  on  trmnaectione  in  Floildi,  S8S;  relatlTe  to 
public  detknlten,  811 ;  on  the  roed  from  Ohio  to  Miehi- 
gui,  416.    Se«  Indeaoit  to1&  &,  t, 

Marmony  in  Indian  SacUty  f^.—8*t  Jhden,  tcL  8. 

w*»»M  Mask,  BepfoeentAttre  fttim  Maine,  877. 

ffiWM,  SoBZBT,  BepreaentatlTe  from  PemuylTaala,  fiM. 

Hajitbt,  Hatthsw,  Bepresentattve  from  New  Hampehire, 
tl0,8n,mi. 

HAirsa,  Jambb,  BepresentetiTe  from  New  Tork,  216^  877. 

Hatdsx,  Moeaa,  BepTOsentatiTe  from  New  York,  6M. 

Hatvs,  BoBSiT  T.,  Senator  from  Sooth  OMolinai  465 ;  offsra 
«  reaolntlon  relatiTe  to  an  amendment  ot  the  eonatita- 
tlon,  478;  offeri  rew^ntlona  aoknowledglng  Grecian  In- 
dependence, 480 ;  on  the  eaae  of  Hendexaon,  488 ;  rela- 
ttTO  to  the  Tiait  of  Lafkyette,  488 ;  on  additional  doopa 
of  war,  606;  on  amendmenti  to  the  conatitntlon,  686; 
ralatlTe  to  impxlaonment  Ibr  debt,  661 ;  on  the  da^  on 
cotton  baggings  67& 

HoyM;  reaolntlona  relatiTe  to  Interoonxae  with,  418. 

Hatwabd,  WnxjAM,  Jn.,  Bepreaentattre  from  Maryland, 


Haiabd,  Nathaxisl,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Bhode  laland,  8 ; 
deceaae  ot,  60.    S»4  Indean,  toL  & 

BtaikmitpropaffaMngth*  Ootpd  amoii^— Jfaaao^a,  706 ; 
naU^  706;  report,  718. 

JSTemf),  .^Cmericofk— In  the  Senate,  a  reaolntionlbrinibnna- 
tion  reapecting  American  oordage,  Ac,  666;  olijeet  to 
find  ont  the  reaaon  which  ezcladea  American  hemp  lh>m 
American  ahlpa,  666;  the  quantity  of  foreign  materlala 
naed  In  the  navy,  686 ;  the  ooat  of  materlala  in  a  thip  of 
the  Une,  667 ;  reaolntlon  agreed  to,  687. 

JKMHp  and  Flam,  machine  report  on,  879. 

HuTBiLL,  JoKsnit  BepreaentatlTe  from  PennaylTania,  8; 
816, 877, 608;  on  dtfacenahip  of  ftoe  colored  penona  in 
MInouil,  87 ;  on  road  from  Memphia  to  Little  Bock, 
608;  on  roada  in  Florida,  618;  on  anrTey  of  roada  and 
canala,  687.    5m  /fMEae,  toL  t, 

Mmderton^  FranoU,  Jr^  the  eoaa  i^.—ln  the  Senate,  the 
bill  reported  fbr  the  relief  of  Fxanda  Henderaon  oon- 
aidered,  488 ;  queatlon  on  adding  Intereat  to  the  prind- 
pa],  488 ;  Ck»L  John  Lanrena,  488 ;  eulogy  upon  LMurena, 
488;  the  daughter  of  Col.  Lanrena  is  the  only  peiaon 
who  haa  any  juat  claim,  484;  the  dicumatanoea  were 
anch  that  the  money  ought  not  to  go  to  her,  484;  the 
queatlon  doea  not  turn  on  the  Juattce  of  the  claim,  but 
whether  the  peraon  named  waa  Justly  authorized  to  ra- 
oalTe  the  money,  484;  if  wrongfhlly  paid,  Oongreia 
would  be  bound  to  pay  it  again,  484;  if  nothing  but  a 
acparation,  without  a  dlToroe  had  taken  place.  It  did  not 
Tltiate  the  right  of  Mr.  Henderson,  484;  amendment 
mOTod  requiring  the  relinquishment  of  aU  ehdm  on  the 
partof  theparenta,  484;  it  is  left  to  the  equity  of  Oon- 
greea  to  pay  this  daim,  486;  bOl  laid  on  the  table,  486; 
bill  reported  in  Senate,  618;  moTed  to  amend  by  re- 
quiring a  relinquiahment  of  the  daims  of  all  other  par- 
tlea  preTioua  to  paying  the  money,  618;  the  claim  one 
of  strict  Juatlce,  518 ;  Laurens  had  reed  Ted  all  the  com- 
pensation he  wished  or  expected  for  his  serTicea,  618; 
indeflnitdy  postponed,  618b 

HmrDmxoxa,  Wxllxajc,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Indiana,  8, 816. 
50a/iM2asE^TOla.6,6. 

HnntT,  BonsT  P.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Kentuoky,  608 ;  on 
roads  in  Florida,  618 ;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  681. 

Hnmcan,  Jomr,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Tork,  604.  j3e6 
IhdMt  ToL  6, 

fbaoKAimtat,  Jobsph  M.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  418. 

Hbbbicx,  Ennrazn,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Maine,  816, 877, 
601. 


HsuiaK,  SAjfim,  BcprsaentBtlTe  from  OUo,  64.    Ssa  is- 

<t«CB,TOL  0. 

HnamiAK,  Jaoox,  BapreaenCatlTe  from  PennajplTaBia,  & 
Bte  JndM^  toL  6. 

Hill,  Make  iL,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Maasacbnaetta,  8,  tUk, 
877;  oflisn  a  reaolutkm  rdattTO  to  Intereonne  with 
Hayti,418.    iSM iiuteBV toL  6. 

HoBART,  Aabon,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Maaaarhnaptta,  50^ 
8161, 8n,  608. 

Hodgtont  BebeeeOi  petition  o^  150.    See  Imdea^  toL  & 

HoosBOOH,  Jaiob  L.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Kow  Toik,  8i8; 
on  the  appiopilatlon  bill,  668. 

HoLOoiiBB,  Obobob,  BepreaentatiTe  from  New  Jersey,  816^ 
877, 608;  on  aorTeya ibr  roada  and  canala^  68Sl 

HouoB,  Datid,  Senator  from  Miasladppi,  848^4661 
<laa9i,ToL6b 

HouoB,  JoHX,  Senator  from  Maine,  848, 465;  on 

tlon  to  collectors  of  the  customs,  156 ;  on  mUttary  roads 
In  Maine,  166 ;  on  the  a4}ourament  of  the  eeasioai,  160; 
on  stopidng  pay  to  certain  military  offleexa,  191 ;  oa  the 
appointment  (^certain  minlaterBk906;  on  the 
don  of  piraoy,  865 ;  on  amendmenta  to  the 
688;  on  striking  ont  the  duty  on  hemp^  577;  on  roada  fai 
Florida,  610;  on  puidiaaing  a  ikrm  near  Waat  Potat, 
618;  on  the  Indian  frir  trade,  666;  on  tho  tarUi;  5CSL 
8u  Indent  toL  & 

Borne  DepoHment—See  Tndeat,  toL  l^JHpeewtfea  I^tpari- 
ment;  and  IndetB^  toL  SL 

R&meMam^fiMfakireitW)rnin1heEbvu.    SeelndeB^yoLM, 

Ritnarelothe  Brai€e.—See  Jndeas,  toL  6. 

HooxB,  Cbablbb,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Nwth  Quoflaak  8; 
816,8n,698.    /8MiM«i^T6l8.5,6. 

Eortee  lott  in  the  JSeminote  War.-^ln  the  Hooae,  n  measo- 
zial  of  Legialatnre  of  Tennessee,  ddming  payuiert  Ifar 
horaes  loat  in  the  Seminole  War,  eonddered,  806;  repect 
of  committee  unlkTorable,  806;  mored  to  stefko  ont 
**not,*'  ao  as  to  change  its  d&aracker,  806;  thia  daim 
reats  on  a  podtlTe  contract  between  the  aoldler  and  Us 
GoTomment,  808;  his  ddm  would  be  snatatnable  In 
law,  were  the  OoTomment  enable,  806;  If  he  la  to  be 
charged  with  hla  wagea  when  he  recdTos  credit  Ibr  his 
horae,  it  la  OTident  that  the  longer  be  serred  the  greatis 
would  be  the  balance  agalnat  him,  800;  committee  rise, 
800. 

HoeTBTTBB,  Jacob,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Pennsjlrai^  SL 
See  Jndem,  toL  6L 

Bouee  oonTcnea  at  aecond  aeedon  of  16th  Gongreaa,  S;  bal* 
lota  for  Speaker,  4, 5;  couTenea  at  1st  aeadon  of  17th 
Oongresa,  815;  conTcnea  at  9d  aesdon  of  17th  CongreBB^ 
8T7;  a^jouma  at  dose  of  8d  seadon  of  17tb  GongreeSb 
464;  conTcnea  at  let  aeadon  of  18th  Congreaa,  99L 

Eoobtov,  Samubl,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tenneaaee,  69Sl 

HuBBABD,  Thomab  H.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  New  York,  911^ 
877.    SeeIndem,ro\.6, 


iZHnoic,  admtetion  4^.— See  Indem,  roL  t, 

Jnipea6km«mL-^See  Indian,  toI.  & 

ImporiaHon  qf  8Ut»e6,—See  Indem^  toL  8,  IhOUe  am 
pcrie. 

ImporU.—See  DuHee  on  ImporU. 

Imprieonment  for  i>a&l~In  the  Senate,  moTcd  to 
dder  the  Toie  reoommittii^  the  bill,  661 ;  altogeth< 
ineflldent  remedy  for  the  cTila  intended  to  be 
it,  568;  the  TOte  to  recommit  ia  a  deeldon  agalzist 
bill,  568;  motion  carried,  562;  indefinite 
moTed,56S;  lost,  568;  ordered  to  be  engrosaedL 669 
passed,  568. 
/ft  Ma  iTowaa.— Bm  r^wrted  with  ameodments, 


by 
the 
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SooBO  ooneun,  aad  Um  bill  otdered  to  t  third  roadlng, 


w^t^uraU&n  of  th«  Preildent,  Hareh  0, 1891, 18S. 
l^nmmity  ybr*8poUaH(m9.-'Se4  Indsm,  toL  1,   0rtat 


McMt  J^^bir9,—S$6  Indean,  toL  4. 
t€af^  7W6M,  bill  to  prevent  wtr  tmong  the,  1TB. 
flaw  Jfactory  8tt»Um.—lik  the  Seiute,  a  bOl  to  abolish 
th«  Indian  Factory  ^ftem,  with  amendments  to  give 
tbo  winding  np  to  agents  instead  of  the  present  offioexB, 
180;  not€^  180;  the  Iketory  system  grew  oat  of  a  na- 
tional calamity,  and  had  been  one  itseU;  181 ;  the  eapltal 
lint  Inyested,  181;  the  aet  of  1811, 181;  the  practieal 
operation  of  the  ^stem,  181 ;  great  abases  have  been 
committed  in  the  discharge  of  the  datles,  181 ;  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  Saperintendentin  parehasing  the  goods,  181 ; 
eight  gross  of  Je  wsharps,  181 ;  statement  of  M^or  OTal- 
Ion,  188 ;  statement  of  Mi^or  Bell,  18S ;  statement  ofHr. 
Orooka,  189 ;  eondaet  of  the  flMtois  in  making  their 
■ales,  188 ;  oondaot  of  the  Snperlntendents  In  selling  the 
tkin  and  peltries  received  ttom  the  Ikotors,  184;  the 
amoant  of  bastnees  done  by  the  fkctorles,  180;  Mr. 
Crook^a  statement,  185;  noCs,  18A. 

Nothing  to  show  that  the  Snperlntondents  or  fteton 
bad  not  Iklthlhlly  discharged  their  dnty,  186;  ttom  an 
examination  of  the  docoments  it  appears  that  the  Sn- 
perlntendents have  done  their  dnty,  186;  oondaot  of  8a- 
perlntendent  and  Ibotors  can  be  explained  without  im- 
plicating their  characters,  18T;  the  c^iltal  is  Inadeqnate 
to  the  trade,  167;  ftirther  debate,  188. 
acMcMs  DeparimenL—lik  the  Honse,  a  reeolotion  consid- 
ered, cslllng  ibr  information  relative  to  the  ezpendltars 
of  the  Indian  Department,  996 ;  agreed  to,  991 

Bill  making  appropriations,  ike.,  oonsldered,  996;  two 
questions  to  be  decided  which  the  committee  has  not 
met,  996;  »where  does  the  sapreme  acthority  ct  this 
Government  rest?  996;  the  War  Department  is  not  a 
eo-ordlnate  or  correlative  department  with  this  Hoose, 
n6;  what  is  the  power  of  the  departments?  996;  defi- 
cits In  accounts,  99T;  ftmner  deficits,  99T;  the  law  does 
not  anthorlse  the  distribation  of  rations  to  the  Indians, 
SST;  true  dignity  In  a  Secretary  of  War  consists  in  not 
exceeding  his  appropriations,  997;  the  specification  of 
appropriations  mnst  be  made  in  the  Hoase,  998 ;  no  ob- 
jection was  made  at  the  last  Congress  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  policy  and  expenditure  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, 998 ;  reasons  for  voting  in  flivor  of  the  snm  named 
by  the  committee,  99& 

Motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  MU,  999; 
reasons  ibr  postponement,  999 ;  dlscasdon  tends  to  no 
good  purpose  at  present,  999;  the  Ronse  has  alf  the  in- 
fcrmatlon  that  can  be  expected,  980 ;  deooroos  to  this 
House  ss  well  as  the  Secretary  to  portpone  the  question, 
980;  ftirther  debate  on  the  motion  to  pos^Mme,  980,981; 
postponement  carried,  989;  the  bill  Ikem  the  Senate 
considered  relative  to  trade  and  tnteroonrse  with  the  In- 
dians, 888;  progress  made  in  the  dvlllatlon  and  happl- 
Bssi  of  the  Indian  tribes  nnder  the  system  porsoed  for 
thst  purpose,  888;  numbers  in  the  United  State^  888; 
how  to  dvlllie  and  Christianise  our  red  brethren  is  the 
question,  880;  what  has  been  done  in  dUferent  regions  f 
880, 840;  the  dvillatlen  of  the  Indians,  if  effected.  Is  to 
be  a  work  not  only  of  time,  but  of  neccarity,  840 ;  much 
treasnre  slready  wasted  in  vain  and  ftitUe  attempts,  841 ; 
tadlreet  taxes,  841;  people  will  not  complain  cf  taxra  if 
imposed  Ibr  humane  and  nselhl  purposes,  841 ;  averelon 
oftho  Indians  to  onr  laws  and  dvilixatlvn,  849;  «o<<,849; 
vsin  to  sttempt  to  dvilixe  them  while  surrounded 
bj  our  lottlements,  84S ;  amendments  proposed  lost,  848. 
hd4am  Lamdt  isitMa  a  BUtU^  HghU  09m','-St$  Iiidtm, 
Td.1 


IndUm  Trading  Pottt.—V.ema^  relative  to,  418;  reserva- 
tions, report  on,  499 ;  report,  460. 

JimKoim,  Quapau,  memorial  ai,  6M ;  memorial  on  dvlliza- 
tlon  and  education  of  the  Indians,  600. 

Indiana,  memorial  of  Assembly  of;  on  public  landii.  616. 

Indiana,  adnU&tion  <^.—S«e  Indsx,  voL  fi. 

iMsnAX,  Sahttsl  D.,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Pennsylvania, 
879,  009;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676,  676,  677.  Se€ 
IndMB,  vol.  6. 

InUreourte,  Omnmercial,  do.  Foreign,  da  yon.— See  In- 
deea,  voL  4 

Internal  Improvemente,'-ln  the  House,  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill  to  authorize  engineers  to  sscertaln  the 
practicability  and  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
Potonoac  and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  447 ;  this  union  of  the 
great  rivers  of  the  Best  and  West  by  inland  navigation 
is  an  object  of  national  importance,  447 ;  Ylrginla  has 
incorporated  a  company  to  carry  a  canal  two-thirds  of 
the  distance,  447 ;  it  is  said  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  In 
which  to  introduce  this  amendment,  448 ;  this  Intercom- 
munication is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War  as 
connected  wltii  the  military  defence  of  the  country, 
448;  the  nation  has  a  deep  Interest  tn  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  dty,  448;  the  practicability  of  uniting 
these  waters  appears  no  longer  doubtfiil,  448 ;  the  differ- 
ence  in  the  cost  of  tranqxHtatlon  by  land  and  by  canal  la 
as  twenty  to  one,  440 ;  a  moderata  toll  will  yield  a  reve- 
nue of  fifteen  per  cent  on  the  stock,  440;  the  canal 
could  be  completed  tn  dx  years  on  a  loan  of  dx  millions, 
4S0 ;  the  dawn  of  internal  improvement  by  canals  has 
begun  to  <^n  on  ns,  460 :  what  has  been  done  for  in- 
temd  commerce  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior  and  the 
West  f  4S0 ;  while  monarchies  are  so  studious  of  the  in- 
terests of  their  people,  the  people^s  Representatives  lav- 
ish their  money  on  objecta  of  military  grandeur,  451 ; 
the  money  ex]»ended  on  armies  is  gone,  while  that  on 
canals  is  enjoyed  for  centuries,  461 ;  the  Constitation 
expresdy  gives  to  Congress  power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,  451 ;  also  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  defouoe,  461 ;  the  Cumberland  road  has  been 
Justified,  because  It  enhances  the  value  of  the  public 
lands,  451 ;  a  meeting  for  intomal  Improvement  in  1764, 
499;  thdr  report,  4M. 

InvaUd  Oorpe.See  Indem,  voL  Ol 

ISACxa,  Jacob  C,  Bepresentative  fnm  Tennessee,  609;  on 
road  from  Memphis  to  Uttle  Bock,  616;  on  cotton  minl- 
mams,700l 


Jaokbov,  Ajtosw,  Senator  fttnn  Tennesses,  479;  on  the 

right  of  preSmption,  488;  on  the  roads  in  Florida,  600, 

6ia    iS^ /iMlMB,  vols.  9, 8, 6u 
Jacksox,  EnwAun  B^  Bepresentative  flrom  Ylrginla,  8, 916^ 

917. 
JnrmaoH,  Thomas,  petition  relative  to  the  dnty  on  bookti 

917.— 18^  Indea^  vols.  1, 9, 8, 4,  & 
JmrKXHS,  SAJnrXL,  Bepresentative  firom  New  York,  609. 
Ja4te  ^Statee.—Bee  Indeaa,  voL  1. 
Jmrnroii,  Joitathak,  Bepresentative  flrom  Indiana,  877, 

608.    See  Indem,  ro]».i,^ 
Jonisoir,  FBAircia,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  8, 916^ 

877 ;  on  the  exdiange  of  cotton  stocks,  810i 
JoBXiov,  HmT,  Senator  ttcm  LoulsUna,  187, 848, 460^  617. 
Jonsov,  JoHM  T.,  Bepresentative  from  Kentncky,  916,877, 

S81 
Jonnon,  Joasra,  Bepreeentative  fh>m  Ylrginla,  609. 
JoMWBXov,  JoaiAB  S^  Bepresentative  fkwn  Louisiana,  916^ 

877;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  suppresdon  of    « 

piracy,  154,  106;  on  the  Indian  Factory  system,  186; 

relativa  to  the  snpprssdon  of  ptrscy,  945;  on  the  boiui- 
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dftix  between  the  United  States  and  Mezioo,  888;  on 
mllltaiy  approprlattona,  88B»  886;  relaUre  to  the  road 
from  New  Orleans  to  NashTllle,  858;  on  sorrey  d  the 
Louisiana  lands,  860;  on  Lonlslana  land  titles,  870;  on 
the  right  of  Preemption,  488. 

JomcsoN,  RicBABD  M.,  Benator  from  Kentucky,  187,  848, 
47S ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Jonrnal,  63;  ofTers  a  re- 
eolation  relative  to  military  roads,  144 ;  on  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  constitation,  14B;  on  the  India  trade,  188; 
on  stopping  pay  to  eertaln  officers,  198;  on  the  aooonnts 
of  Farrow  and  Harris,  878 ;  on  the  public  lands,  488 ; 
relatlTe  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  561 ;  on  striking  out 
the  doty  on  hemp,  570 ;  on  the  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  587.    See  Indem,  toIs.  8,  4,  fi,  & 

JovEB,  Fkahch,  Bepresentative  from  Tennessee,  8, 816, 877 ; 
motion  relative  to  the  delegate  from  Mlaioul,  1S&  J3»6 
Jndeatt  voL  6L 

Jovns,  Jajus,  BepresentatlTe  from  Yiiglnla,  8,  888,  SH. 
See  Index^  voL  & 

J^mnuU  qf  the  Federal  OomtenUcn^  DMSiage  raiaUve  to  the 
pnbUcatton  oi;  fiSL 

^9mmat  qftAe  Old  Oimffrett,-^See  Indeaa^  toL  & 

Judgee^  Federal^  removal  q^.—See  Indet^  Tola.  %  4 

Judiciary  SifeUm.—See  Indeed,  vol  8. 


Kbllt,  Wiluaji,  Senator  from  Alabama,  478;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  oonstitntlon,  667;  on  the  duty  on  eotton 
bagging,  578L 

Kbudall,  Jonas,  BepresentatlTe  from  Massachosetta,  a 
See  Indegst  toL  t, 

Xbht,  JoanrH,  Representative  from  Karyland,  8»  816, 87T, 
698;  on  a  national  Taoolne  institution,  8;  on  grants  of 
land  for  education,  699.    See  Indeea,  toIs.  4, 5,  6. 

KxTS,  ELXAa,  BepresentatlTe  from  Vermont,  SIS,  877;  on 
the  BeTolutionary  pension  bill,  891 ;  on  appropriation 
for  the  Gumberiand  road,  444 

ExDOR,  Datid,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Maine,  601. 

Knro,  Burus,  Senator  from  New  York,  187, 848, 466 ;  oflbn 
resolution  relative  to  rules  of  order,  144 ;  relative  to  Lou- 
isiana land  titles,  160;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  ses- 
sion, 169 ;  on  the  appointment  of  certain  ministers,  906; 
respecting  duties  on  French  veasels,  906;  on  the  pnbUe 
lands,  489 ;  on  amendments  to  the  oonstitutlen,  617,  &88| 
584 ;  on  sakry  of  a  public  agent,  641 ;  on  the  Indian  fbr 
trade,  654, 555 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  578. 
See  IndeoD^  vols,  1,  4, 6,  & 

KiHO,  WiujAJi  BuTus,  Senator  tmrn  AUh^imt^  148, 474;  on 
the  Indian  trade,  ISa    See  Indeaa,  vols.  4, 6,  6. 

Kkmsbt,  GHAnuBB,  Bepresentatlve  fkom  New  Jersey,  8;  on 
the  South  American  Provinces,  98.    See  IndeoB^  yoL  6, 

KniSLXT,  Mastin,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Massaohusettfl^  4 
See  IndesDy  toL  t, 

KiBKLAin),  Joseph,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  816, 
877;  on  public  defkulters,  880. 

Kmioht,  Nxbxmiab  B.,  Senator  from  Bhode  Island,  187, 
848,465. 

I^nxMSB,  Gsonen,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennsylTsnla,  608; 
on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  696;  on  the  appropriation  bill, 
688. 


X^/«i|fs«(s,  Marquie  de.—lix  the  Senate,  resolutions  lelatlTe 
to  the  Intended  Tlslt  oi;  498;  remarks  upon  them,  498, 
498;  resolutions  respecting,  686;  considered,  680. 

Late  Superior  Copper  Minea^  resolution  on,  640.  See 
IndeaOf  toL  9. 

Land  Pwrthaeere^  bill  for  the  relief  o^  198;  report  relatlTe 
to  reliefs^  687. 


Lamd  C^^leei^  inspeetioB  o^  veport  on,  80T. 

Lamde,  B^uee,  bill  for  the  sale  o^  667. 

Lamdaft>r  JUnoaNoii.— In  the  Senate,  a  reaolntloB  relative 
to  the  appropriation  of  land  to  the  oM  States  to  sAdin 
odncadon,  considered,  166;  can  the  reBooreea  eftUi 
nation  be  thus  q^Iledf  166;  the  duties  and  powen  «f 
the  Federal  and  State  OoTenments  are  separate  and 
distinct,  166;  it  Is  true  it  Is  a  conooion  part  in  which  iH 
the  Statee  are  interested,  166;  It  Is  forbidden  by  a  Jmt 
regard  to  the  positlTe  stJpnhrtlons  of  the  United 
which  ceded  the  pnblie  dominion  on  the  east  ekie 
Mississippi,  166;  theold  dsimsofsoreralof  ihe  Stetea, 
167 ;  terms  upon  which  the  United  States  neoeyted  the 
cessions,  167 ;  extent  of  the  ai^nopriatlon  we  sr  called 
to  make,  167;  oonsequenee  of  granting  this  qosattty  if 
land  to  the  States,  167;  It  Is  nothing  less  than  avMsri 
grant  of  money  ont  of  the  treasniy,  168L 

Lamd  Titles  4f»  Louieiana.— In  the  Senate,  a  reaohitlsn  cf 
Inquiry  lelatiTe  to,  Ac,  olfored,  160 ;  object  to  obl^  a 
eopy  of  a  paper  once  printed  by  order  of  thb  or  the 
other  Honse,  160;  other  daosea  of  the  rnaolntiqa  ed 
for  other  doonmenta,  160;  a  copy  of  an  aitide  of  the 
treaty  of  St  Ildefonso  also  called  for,  oTen  If  It  was  ae- 
oessaiy  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Franoe,  160;  theee 
wonld  be  an  indelica^  In  applying  to  a  foreign  govan- 
nentfor  a  oi^y  cf  a  treaty  vrildch  that  goTemment  had 
seen  fit  to  keep  private,  160;  the  treaty  by  which  Lon- 
lslana was  ceded  to  Frsnos  had  ncTor  been  made  pnhll^ 
160 ;  no  Impropriety  in  requesting  a  ei^y  of  that  part  s( 
the  treaty  which  related  to  inhabitants  of  this  eoaatzy, 
160 ;  resolution  modified  so  as  to  leqoest  a  eopy  of  the 
State  Department  only,  160. 

A  bill  to  enable  the  French,  British,  and  Spenfah 
holders  to  test  their  titles,  considered,  8T0;  emJ^aiisn 
checked  to  the  State,  870 ;  huge  claims  of  land  kfpt 
waste,  870;  bill  passed,  870l 

J^Jr<sso«rl,  in  the  Senate,  a  bin  to  enable  tbe  holdm  if 
incomplete  French  and  Spanlah  titlea  to  test  them,  lil; 
the  mode  and  term  of  conceding  landa  under  the  Freaek 
and  Spenlsh  OoTemments  In  Louisiana,  176^  177;  Isafo 
were  aetoally  conceded  in  Louisiana  aceording  to  the 
mode  end  upon  the  terms  stated,  177 ;  reasons  for  popn- 
latlng  the  country,  178 ;  many  of  the  eonceaslona 
incomplete  on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  Uppa> '. 
to  the  United  Ststes,  bnt  TsUd  on  that  day 
France  and  Spain,  and  to  the  same  extent  against  Iha 
United  Stetes,  179 ;  the  United  Statea  hsTo  not  yet  pio- 
vided  by  law  for  completing  theee  titlea,  1791 

LAVXAir,  Jaxh,  Senator  from  Gonnectieat,  18T,  84^481 
SeeJhdesB,y^fL 

Landed  Weetenk—SeeludeaOf  1, 8»  4,  Public  Lands. 

LATHnop,  Samuxl,  BeiwesentatlTe  from  Masiifhnaitfit  fll^ 
879, 608.    See  Indeoo^  toI.  t, 

Lawbehob,  SAicunL,  BepresentatlTe  from  Hew  Yetk,  OH. 

Lead  Jfinet.— In  the  Senate,  a  resdntion  oObred  relatlTe  ts 
reTenne  from  the  Lead  Mines  of  the  Mississippi  YaOay, 
801 ;  call  on  the  President  for  Information,  SOI;  a: 
lutlon  relatlTe  to  lead  mine  leases,  807;  these 
sre  disadTsntsges  because  the  mines  Intended  ts  be 
coTcred  by  the  lesse  were  of  Immwise  Talne  and  wtrn 
parted  with  for  a  song,  906;  the  leasee  are  IDees],  988 ; 
the  Indians  dslm  the  mines,  908;  Uie  cooatmctfen  df 
the  law  from  which  the  Illegality  of  the  leaaea  Is  te- 
forred.  Is  most  palpably  erroneoas,  909 ;  nothing  t»i 
rsnt  Uie  construction,  909;  ftirther  debate,  810; 
tion  reUtiTe  to,  886;  bill  for  sale  c^  868;  a  bin  to  i 
lie  the  asle  ot,  considered,  868;  they  are  great  In  extsnt 
and  rich  in  Talne,  868;  their  location,  868;  period  in 
which  th«y  haTO  been  worked,  864;  coone  panned  >y 
the  surreyors,  864;  experience  under  the  1  rasing  m»> 
tem,864;  Ume  to  change  this  qntam,8i6;  If  nay  dssM 
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vUiM  w  to  the  light  of  the  Federal  GoTonunentto  hold 
leads  end  tene&ts  in  the  bosom  of  the  Stetes,  none 
exists  ss  to  Its  OTils,  846 ;  extent  of  the  monopoly  onder 
this  sjstem,  866;  tnie  policy  is  to  sell,  866;  the  exam- 
ple of  England,  866;  bill  laid  over,  866;  Airther  eon- 
sidered,  860. 
Li  GouKOB,  AimioirT,  memorial  ot,  706. 
Lxx,  Jomr,  BepresentatiTe  from  Maryland,  6Ml 
LBTWion,  Jabss,  SepresentatiTe  from  Virginia,  916,  879, 

tm. 

LntaHU,  BoBSRT  P.,  SepresentatiTe  from  Kentncky,  6Ml 

LnviB,  EnwDi,  letter  preforxing  ebaiges  against  Jndge  Tait, 
411. 

Library  <ff  Ocmgreu.'-SM  Indta^  toI  9l 

Idbrory  if  Mr.  Jtfiinon.-^8u  TndsoB^  yoL  & 

ZUttteiuint  G&n6rat.—J3e^  JncUn^  toL  &  • 

Light  Hmm  XhtUeg.—SM  Indea^  toL  & 

UmliaUof^  StatuUt  o/.—Seelndtn^  vols.  9, 4 

Lonr,  Jomr,  Sepresentctlve  from  New  Jersey,  8;  ddoease 
o(;  61.   B66  Indeaa^  toL  6. 

liHrooLH,  Eirooii,  BepresentatiTe  fix>m  lissaaehnsetts,  8, 
S16,8n,601.    iSM /fu^eos  ToL  & 

LmnmsLD,  Eujah,  Bepresentatiye  ftom  New  Toxk,  816, 
877,692. 

LiRiJB,  Pnm,  BepresentatiTe  from  Maryland,  8, 816, 877, 
698 ;  mores  to  drop  the  lowest  candidate  at  each  ballot  for 
Speaker,  6;  on  the  resolntloa  relatiTe  to  West  Point 
Academy,  11, 18;  on  the  smendment  of  the  Jonmal, 
68;  on  Indian  department,  880;  on  vacetnatlon,  M4; 
on  hostile  expeditions,  88S;  on  the  road  firom  Ohio  to 
Michigan,  415.    S66  ItuUa^  yoU.  1, 6, 9. 

Li9€  Oak  Timber^  bill  Ibr  the  preserration  of;  considered, 
948. 

LxTzmcoxi,  Abthub,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Hampshire, 
4, 091 ;  on  bank  notes  in  pe^Bnent  of  duties,  68;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Jonmal,  68 ;  on  the  Tote  of  Mlseonri 
for  PreMdent,  116;  on  the  aoconnts  of  Tompkins,  698; 
on  nsTal  pensions,  606;  on  costs  in  patent  cases,  618; 
on  the  dnty  on  woollens,  676L    86%  iHdecB,  toL  6. 

LiTTHOSTov,  Edwabb,  BeprosentatlTe  from  Lonisiana,  600; 
<»  tight  hoQse8,604;  on  resolutions  respecting  Lsflty- 
ette,  649.    866  IndUoa^  toIs.  1, 9, 4. 

Llotd,  EnwAKD,  Senator  from  Muyland,  144, 8981, 466 ;  an- 
nonnces  the  decease  of  WUIiam  Pinkney,  166;  relatlTC 
to  lands  for  education,  166;  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
senion,  169 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  certain  officers,  191 ; 
on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484;  on  purchasing  a  llirm 
Jiear  West  Point,  614;  on  the  transportation  of  specie, 
616.    Se6  iruf  «0,  toI.  & 

Llotd,  Jaiob,  Senator  fh>m  Massachusetts,  848, 465 ;  on  the 
nSTy  pension  ftind,  486 ;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  491, 
499,494,607;  on  the  transportation  of  spede,  616;  on 
commerce  with  Portugal,  668;  on  the  tarlfl^  668;  on 
striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  669;  on  the  duty  on 
cottons,  681 ;  on  striking  out  the  dnty  on  wool,  689. 

Loan  BiU.^866  IncUm,  vol.  & 

Looks,  John,  BepresentatiTe  Arom  Massachusetts,  699. 

Lovo,  Jomr,  BepresentatiTe  fh>m  North  OaroUna,  916^  877, 
699;  on  the  allowance  of  pensions,  899. 

LoHerxLLOw,  BTEpgsK,  BepresentatiTe  from  Maine,  699i 

Xols,  PubUc^  In  Washington,  communication  relatiTC  to, 
928. 

Lavitiana,  purchase  oC— A«  Jndem,  toIs.  9,  &  Treaty,  see 
Indta,  ToL  8.  Territory,  see  /nctan,  toIs.  8,  4.  State, 
see  Indeeif  toI.  4 

Lowimn,  Willxajc,  BepresentatiTe  firom  South  Carolina, 
8, 998;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4;  reports  on  State  Con- 
stltntion  of  Mlsfiourl,  6;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution, 
19 ;  nat6 19 ;  on  bank  notes  in  psyment  of  duties,  61, 69 ; 
cm  the  resolution  relatlTe  to  Missouri,  68,  69, 60;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  66 ;  relatlTe  to  Missouri,  88 ; 


on  the  approprlatlott  relatlTe  to  Missouri,  98 ;  relatiTC 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  834;  on  transactions  in  Florida, 
968,960,  966;  supplements!  speech  of;  846;  decease  o^ 
418.    i806/iM2«avTol&9,8,4t6,6. 

Lowxxx,  Waltsx.  Senator  from  PennsylTsnla,  187, 848, 466 ; 
relatlTe  to  Lonisiana  land  titles,  160;  relatlTe  to  propa- 
gating the  goepel  among  the  heathen,  164;  on  the  ad- 
journment of  the  session,  169 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain offioem,  197 ;  on  United  States  militia  flnes^  807 ;  on 
the  case  of  HAnderson,  484 ;  on  building  sloops^kf-war, 
494, 607;  on  the  roads  in  Florida,  609;  on  purchase  of 
a  fltfm  near  West  Point,  618, 614;  on  amendments  to 
the  oonstttotion,  GSa    S66  Indett,  toL  & 

LTOir,  Matihxw,  case  ot— iSM  Ind6B^  toIs.  9, 8, 4)  and  S6di- 
llo«SToL6L 


Maolat,  Wiluajc  p.,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsnia, 
8;  on  the  South  American  PvoTinces,  97.  866  Indtm, 
to]sl6,  6. 

Maoon,  NATHAmxL,  Senator  IVom  North  Osiolina,  187, 848, 
465;  on  military  roads  in  Maine,  166;  on  the  a^fonm- 
ment  of  the  session,  170;  on  the.  Indian  trade,  188;  on 
the  bin  for  the  relief  of  Bobert  Purdy,  866 ;  on  additional 
sloops-of-war,  606;  on  purchasing  a  fltfm  near  West 
Point,  618;  on  amendments  to  the  oonstitutton,  684, 
689.    ^Sm  .fodsog^  Tols.  1, 9, 8, 4t  6b  & 

MaU  Th^ftt^'^la  the  House,  motion  to  instruct  the  Post 
Office  Committee  to  inguire  into  the  practicability  of  ft- 
cUitating  the  detection  of  mall  thefts,  946;  insecurity  of 
couTeyance  so  genersl  ss  to  destroy  its  utiUty,  946;  in- 
stances of  letters  lost,  946;  motion  modified,  947. 

Maii»6t  admittion  qf.—866  /luKeos,  toI.  & 

MalloxT)  Boulxx  0.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Vermont,  8;  on 
the  Missouri  Constitution,  44;  on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  946 ; 
on  the  appropriation  fbr  a  Minister  to  Portugal,  899 ;  on 
the  appropriation  bUI,  896;  on  the  South  American  oolo- 
nie^604. 

Mavouic,  Willib  p.,  BepresentatiTe  fkom  North  CaroUna, 
699. 

Ma^baki^  DATns  BepresentatiTe  fkom  PennsylTania,  8. 
.  /8m  iiM2en,  ToL  6b 

Mabxlxt,  Pmup  8.,  BepresentatiTe  fh>m  PennaylTanla, 
698. 

MAXTnrDALB,  Hbbbt  C,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Toik, 
699 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  670^  677. 

Mabtut,  Ditdlxt,  BepresentatiTe  ttam  New  York,  691 

Maryland  MmMrial  on  <JU  stato  <tf  naUonal  ajBMt6.^-B66 
Indta\  ToL  6. 

Matlaok,  Jakxs,  BepresentatiTe  firom  New  Sentj^  916, 
8n,  699. 

Matsob,  Aabob,  BepresentatiTe  ftom  New  Hampehire,  877, 
69L 

Mattooks,  Johx,  BepresentatiTe  fh>m  Yermont,  916, 877. 

MoAxniVB,  DvvoAx;  BepresentatiTe  ttom  ^Blo,  699;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  688. 

MoCabtt,  Biohabd,  BepresentatiTe  fh>m  New  York,  816, 
877. 

MoCoT,  WiLUAX,  BepresentatiTe  fhmi  Yiiglnla,  4^  916, 877, 
699.    SM/fMls(B,T0ls.4t6b6w 

MoCbbabt,  Jomr,  BepresentatiTe  ttom  South  Carolina,  S. 
866  Ind6aOi^  toL  6. 

MoCuLtooH,*THOicAS  O.,  BepresentatiTe  ftom  Penn^lTft- 
nia,  8;  on  the  reduction  dt  the  army,  79;  on  the  appro- 
priation relatiTC  to  Missouri,  98w 

MoDuiTXB,  Obobob,  BepresentatiTe  from  South  Carolina, 
916,  699;  on  expenditures  of  tiie  Indian  Department, 
996, 981 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  960, 969 ;  on  the  ex- 
change of  certain  stocks,  816;  on  Mbc*8 contract  fbr  stone, 
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nr ;  reports  on  uDendmeoto  to  the  oonitltQtioii,  600 ;  on 
relief  of  Sarah  Perrj,  828;  on  the  Tulffbill,  MO. 

MoIltaivb,  Coablis,  chosen  Ofaaplaln  of  the  Senate,  858. 

MoIltaixx,  Josbpb,  Senator  firom  New  Jersey,  48S. 

McKbav,  Sauukl,  BepreeentatlTe  from  PennsjrWaala,  SOSl 

HoKni,  Isaac,  BepresentatiTe  firom  Haryhnd,  418, 602;  on 
the  datj  on  woollens,  070,  07& 

U cLaxb,  Lovia,  Bepresentattve  from  Delaware,  8, 816^  8T7, 
flOfi;  on  the  Mlssonrl  Constitation,  40;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Joomal,  09;  on  the  reorganization  of  the 
navj,  940 ;  reports  reLative  to  the  sappresslon  of  piraej, 
S06;  on  the  report  relatlTe  to  land  oflKees,  807;  on  the 
suppression  of  plracj,  887 ;  on  the  soppresslon  of  pnbUc 
docnments  484 ;  on  the  aoooonts  of  TompUnsi  607 ;  on 
the  dntj  on  wooUens,  078;  on  oontlngeneieSk  600;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  707.    See  Indem^  yoL  6b 

U cLsAX,  AursT,  BepresentatlTe  firom  Kentuckj,  8. 

MoLban,  WxLUAjf,  SepresentatiTo  from  Ohio,  008 ;  repc^ta 
on  the  ease  of  Matthew  Ljon,  9;  on  the  appn^riations 
rekttye  to  Minonil,  98. 

MoNbili.,  AaoniBAU),  BepresentatlTe  from  North  Carolina, 

810,  on. 

MoSHBBmT,  Jakzs,  BepresentatlTe  firom  PennqylTanla,  810, 
877. 

MedaUf  national,  report  on,  877;  presentation  of  to  Con- 
gress, 888. 406. 

Medilm'rantan  TYade.'^See  Iikdea,  toL  9. 

Mbbob,  EiBA,  BepresentatlTe  from  Vermont,  8.    See  Indeao^ 

TOiO. 

IfsxM,  Hanr,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  8;  on  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  duties,  08;  on  the  slaTO  trade  and 
emandpatloB,  188^    See  Indemt  toL  6b 

Memphii  4b LUOe  Bock  Boad,  617;  note,  617. 

ICbbobb,  Chablbs  F.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Ylrglnla,  8, 816, 
877, 608;  on  a  national  Taccine  inatltntion,  8;  ofTers  a 
resolation  relatlTS  to  the  Hsll  of  the  Hoose,  61 ;  on  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  duties,  68;  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Joomal,  04,  00;  on  the  South  American  ProTinces, 
96;  on  the  report  rolatlTe  to  land  offices,  807;  on  the 
suppression  of  the  slaTe  trade,  466 ;  on  surTeys  of  roads, 
088L    SeeIndeoBi,ToLt. 

MaeeaehMsetU  Memorial  on  the  War  qf  1818.— ^Sm  Indeao^ 
T0L6. 

Meeeage  relatlTe  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1819, 
186;  at  first  session  of  17th  Congress,  188;  note,  140, 141 ; 
relative  to  the  South  American  States,  171 ;  relatlTe  to 
trsde  with  Norway,  806;  to  the  Senate  in  EzecutlTe 
session,  810 ;  relative  to  tiie  publication  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Federal  GouTentlon,  881 ;  relatlTe  to  the  misun- 
derstanding between  General  Jackson  and  Judge  Fro- 
menttn,  848;  note,  248;  reUtlve  to  treaties  with  the 
Oherokees,  868;  relative  to  the  Spanish  American  ProT- 
inces,  876 ;  relative  to  Pea  Patch  Island,  806 ;  relative  to 
the  GoTemment  of  Florida,  886 ;  on  the  Bnsslan  claims, 
884;  on  aflkirs  in  Florida,  884;  annual  of  President  Mon- 
roe, 848;  mrfe,  848;  relative  to  pirates  in  the  West  In- 
dies, 8S^  relative  to  Christian  Indians  in  Ohio,  868; 
relative  to  the  cost  of  building  ships  of  war,  866;  rela- 
tive to  the  convention  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  867; 
relative  to  the  Island  of  St  Domingo,  871 ;  on  a  naval 
peace  establishment,  880, 668;  relative  to  piratical  out- 
rs{^882;  relative  to  Indian  trading  posts,  418;  rela- 
tive to  a  convention  signed  at  St  Petersburg,  421 ;  rela- 
tive to  lawless  expeditious,  424 ;  relative  to  a  oonvention 
with  Great  Britain  respecting  the  Joint^bccupation  of 
the  Columbia  riTcr,  446;  relative  to  Spanish  priviUeers, 
461 ;  annual  of  President  Monroe  at  first  session  of  18th 
Congress,  466;  note,  470;  relative  to  the  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  472 ;  relative  to  a  portrait  of  Co- 
lumbus, 481 ;  relative  to  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
610;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  648 ;  on  the  Indian 


I ssMi  nations,  666;  respecting  the  claim  of  YbgliiiB,  568 
relatlTe  to  accounts  of  Got.  Tompkinsi  OM;  ralatiTe  te 
the  condition  of  Greece,  608 ;  relatlTe  to  a  monument  to 
Gen.  Wooster,  684;  on  the  aeeoonts  of  Toinikklna,704 

Mbtoautb,  Thomas,  BepreeenUtlTe  from  Kentucky,  8, 811^ 
877, 607 ;  on  Mix's  ooatract  for  stone,  88T;  on  the  dTU- 
sation  of  the  Indians,  888.    180s /»deai,  toL  6L 

Midehtpmefn^  report  on  apportimmient  ot,  4I6l 

MOUary  Aeadenyy.—hi  the  House,  resolutloii  rdatiTe  t^ 
64;  the  appn^riatlon  fbr  considered,  868 ;  amonni  ob- 
jected to,  968;  moTed  to  recommit,  900;  high  tbne  tUs 
GoTerament  curtailed  its  expenses,  869;  a  rrtrospect, 
960 ;  reconunitment  reftiaed,  870;  bin  passed,  STQl 

MUUary  Academy  and  AeademUe^—See  Indem,  Tola.  8,  &. 

Military  Appotntmenie,  proceedings  rdatlTO  to  In  exceer 
tlTa  session  of  the  Senate,  819. 

MUiiary  PutUOimemi,  letter  of  Secretary  of  War  idattTe 
to,  6a 

jnutary  JStoade.— In.  the  Senate,  a  resolntioii  ofleied  to  In- 
quire Into  the  expediency  of  making  two  mllitaiy  roads 
from  the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  16<;  import 
tanoe  of  the  roadst  166 ;  Taloef<v  military  pnrpoees,  160; 
these  preparations  ou|^t  to  be  made  in  time  of 
166;  no  public  money  yet  qient  in  Maine,  156; 
•pent  in  North  Carolina,  166;  no  danger  tiint  a  fkee  peo- 
ple will  CTcr  be  unprepared  for  war,  1A6 ;  ^^^^-'^-^^n 
these  roads,  and  there  is  no  telling  where  ft  will  end,  ia& 

Mn.T.BB,  Dabixl  H.,  BepresentatlTe  firom  PennaylTsi^  Off. 

Mma,  Blush H.,  Senator  from  Msweaffhnsftts,  144^  888,  ftli ; 
ofTers  a  resolution  for  an  amendment  of  the  oonstitBtlci^ 
474;  on  the  Tariii;  668.    See  Indem,  toK  6^  6L 

MxuiOB,  WiLUAJC,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennsylTania,  fi.6. 

MSndeter  to  Porfo(rat,~Blll  making  approprlatltfn  iac,  c«a- 
sldered,898L 

Mint,  ettabUekmeiU  qf.-See  Indea,  toIs.  1,  9l 

Mbranda^a  E3opedition.—See  Indea^yiA.  4. 

Mietieeippi  Bicer,  free  naTigatlon  ot—See  Ind^m,  tcL  8. 

Jiieeieeippi  Stale.— See  Indem,  toL  6. 

MieeteHppi  Territory.— See  Indem,  toL  4^  T^rrUoHse, 

Mteeieaippi  Land  Company,  report  <m  the,  006. 

Jflssowrl— In  the  House,  constitution  of  laid  before  ths 
House,  6;  report  Telatlve  to  State  Gonatitntion  c^6; 
citizenship  of  flree  colored  persons  considered,  19 ;  note, 
12;  is  it  not  inconsiatent  with  the  character  of  oar  Got- 
emment,  and  of  sll  GoTemments,  to  consider  qnesttons 
once  decided  by  legitimate  authority  as  still  open  er  in- 
conclualTe  f  18 ;  this  would  make  all  acts  binding  only  es 
the  minority  who  passed  them,  18 ;  power  was  giTen  to 
Missouri  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  18;  it  is  fonncd, 
and  Congress  is  called  upon  to  dedare  it  so,  18;  ths 
oourse  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress,  18 ;  tn  the  act  «f 
last  session,  no  dilferenoe  In  the  mode  of  leglslaxiian  ia 
Missouri  and  that  which  had  ooeurred  in  the  caae  eithe 
oldest  States  admitted,  18;  the  esse  of  Ohio,  18;  the 
moment  a  Territory  dedwes  it  expedient  to  fona  a 
constltntion,  she  acquires  all  the  rights  of  a  State,  18; 
it  issaid  the  words  of  the  law  in  r^ard  U>  MIssonii  an 
prospectlTe,  18;  noUiing  in  the  law  of  the  last  sfasion 
to  show  it  was  not  complete  when  passed,  18;  the  case 
of  Ohio  again,  14 ;  In  eTory  instance  where  a  eoostitntiQn 
has  been  formed  by  a  Territory,  they  haTO  not  only 
been  considered  a  State,  but  the  elections  held  nader 
the  constitution  haTO  been  deemed  good,  14;  tte  opfn* 
ion  that  the  people  of  Missouri  do  not  become  n  State 
until,  by  an  act  posterior  to  the  formation  of  their  con- 
stitution, Congress  dedared  their  admission,  oonsideired, 
14;  case  of  Kentucky,  14;  esse  of  Indiana,  14;  a  decla- 
ration first  occurred  in  the  ease  of  Indiana,  14;  neHoasf 
the  House  at  the  last  seedon,  when  the  bin  wsa  uidsr 
consideration,  shows  it  was  intended  to  eonfor  on  Ml»- 
aonri  all  the  rights  of  the  oldest  Statea,  14. 
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The  next  qoastloii  Is  whetlMr  Um  oonitttiitfoB  fivmed 
hj  Mtaoail  beoomM  void  hj  th«  admlMloii  Into  It  of  a 
elMiM  not  compatible  with  the  Oonatttntion  of  the 
XTnlted  Statei?  15;  no  datj  derolyei  on  this  Honse  to 
•zpresB  an  opinion  with  respeot  to  this  elaase,  10;  It  la 
the  danse  reqoiilng  the  Leglslatnre  to  pass  laws  pro- 
hibltlEg  the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  Btate,  10 ; 
a  large  m^oritj  of  free  blacks  In  the  oonntry  are  not  con- 
■tdered  dtlxens  In  their  respectiye  States,  10;  In  con- 
struing a  general  prorMon  of  a  constitotionf  It  Is  iUr  to 
oonaider  It  as  haying  a  general  application,  and  not  as 
being  without  exceptions,  10 ;  whltii  Is  the  best  tribunal 
to  decide  the  question  as  to  the  disputed  clause  of  the 
oonstitntion  of  Ifissonrl— the  House,  Benate,  or  Judl- 
tAMijf  10;  this  point  examined,  10;  the  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  Judiciary,  16 ;  the  principles  which  from 
time  to  time  had  Influenced  the  conduct  of  the  dliferent 
tranches  of  the  Ctoyemment,  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion, 16 ;  the  objection  that  an  Iniference  might  be  drawn 
from  the  Bllence  of  Gongress,  considered,  16 ;  there  maj 
be  cases  in  which  Congress  may  find  It  to  be  their  duty 
to  interpose  on  the  moment  of  admission  of  new  States, 
16;  the  case  of  Tenneseee  considered,  16;  these  ylews 
fbnnded  on  the  belief  that  SOssourl  is  now,  to  sll  intents 
and  purposes,  a  State,  16. 

The  decision  of  the  questtoa  now  before  the  House 
does  not  depend  upon  tiie  decision  of  the  question  sgi- 
tated  at  the  last  session,  17 ;  independently  of  that  ques- 
tion, the  one  now  presented  isyeiy  important,  17;  much 
i^parent  irregularity  and  much  i^parent  disorder  ap- 
pears in  looking  at  the  admission  of  States  into  the 
Union,  17 ;  the  inference  fkx>m  precedents  is,  that  there 
neyer  has  been  any  precise  examination  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  in  this  reqwct,  17 ;  the  power  to  admit  a 
State  Into  the  Union  Is  a  yery  high  one,  17 ;  this  power 
giyen  to  Congress  without  limitation,  17;  it  was  tiieir 
duty  to  exercise  it,  and  not  tun  It  oyer  to  any  other  de- 
partment, 17;  the  constitution  of  the  State  to  be  formed 
must  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  IS;  can  a  State  be  admitted  by  anticipation?  1& 

Is  it  the  rl^t  and  duty  of  Congress  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union  to  sec  that  Its  constltntion  and 
State  Goyemment  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  18;  it  is  said  Mlasouri  is  slready 
an  Independent  State,  18 ;  It  Is  said  that  this  resolution 
wss  noUiing  bat  a  declaration  of  a  Ihot,  18 ;  why  is  this 
constltntion  referred  to  a  committee  f  19 ;  if  In  a  single 
article  her  constitution  is  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  can  we  assert  that  she  has  formed  a  con- 
stitution according  to  the  authority  giyen  herf  19; 
would  the  people  of  Mlsiourl  think  more  highly  of  Con- 
gress, if  it  should  yield  to  them  on  this  oceasionr  90; 
suppose  this  constitution  wei^  tkvlty  ttom  beginning  to 
end,  would  MIsBouri  be  entitled  to  admission  ?  SO;  If  we 
are  authorised  in  any  case  to  inteifbre,  what  must  be  the 
mode  and  the  time  to  inteiftret  certainly  when  she 
presents  herself  fl»r  admission,  90;  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
would  not  produce  l]\)nrious  clyU  and  political  effects,  as 
distinguished  ttom  Indiyidoal  effects,  oyer  which  the 
Judiciary  haye  control,  90;  suppose  this  constitution 
hsd  Mid  no  flree  white  citizen  of  the  United  States  should 
reside  In  Missouri— ought  she  to  be  sdmltted  into  the 
Union  f  90;  if;  haying  the  power  to  rq^t,  we  should 
sccept,  it  could  not  be  said  we  did  not  approye  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  91 ;  the  trust  of  guarding  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  dnlted  States  ftom  yiolatlon  is  emphati- 
cally  ours,  91 ;  not  proper  to  turn  the  questton  oyer  to 
the  Judiciary,  91 ;  the  yote  respecting  the  Joumsl  at 
the  last  session,  91;  the  case  of  Louisiana,  91;  it  is  said 
Wmvtai  Is  now  aState,  91;  Is  she  entitled  to  the  rights 


of  a  State  until  she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Con- 
gress ?  91 ;  case  of  Ylrglnla  and  Kentucky,  99;  if  Bepre- 
sentatiyes  appear  here,  must  we  not  inquire  If  they  sre 
representatlyes  of  a  State  f  99 ;  doee  the  practice  of  this 
Goyemment  sustain  the  doctrine  shown  to  be  inconsist- 
ent with  Its  theory?  99;  the  elections  of  an  inchoate 
State  are  proylsional,  99 ;  the  mode  of  proceeding  pro- 
posed Is  the  most  objectionable  that  can  be  deyised,  99 ; 
this  mode  considered,  98 ;  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
glyes  to  the  dtisens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the 
humblest  and  lowest  right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man,  98 ; 
the  humble,  simple  priyOege  of  locomotion.  Is  all  that  is 
claimed  fbr  these  persons,  94;  the  plain  course  is  not  to 
reoelye  the  constltntion  flnrmed  by  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, 9< 

The  question  Is,  shall  Mlasouri  be  admitted  as  one  of 
the  sister  States  of  the  Union?  94 ;  one  of  the  proyisi^ns 
of  her  constltntion  Is  belleyed  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statea,  94;  the  Legislature 
of  the  propceed  State  are  directed  to  pess  laws  to  pre- 
yent  flree  negroes  and  mulattoea  fh>m  coming  to  and 
settling  in  the  State,  94;  this  Infringes  the  security 
contained  In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  94; 
the  fbundation  of  this  artlde  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  Is  laid  deep  In  the  structure  of  our  Goy- 
emment, 90;  It  is  c^Mble  <^no  construction  which  does 
not  plsinly  denote  the  uniyersality  of  its  operation  and 
its  unlfbrm  appllcatton  to  indlyidual  right  throui^out 
eyeiy  portion  of  the  nation,  90;  the  power  of  determin- 
ing to  whom  the  priyilege  of  dtisenshlp  shall  extend  In 
the  respectiye  States,  was  left  untouched  In  the  hands 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  with  the  sln^e  exception  of 
the  ri|^t  of  Congress  to  regulate  tiie  natnialixatlon  of 
aliens,  90;  the  deecription  of  persons  disfranchised  by 
the  propceed  constitution  of  Mlssoori,  haye  been  ad* 
mitted  to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other  States  and  re- 
cognised as  dtisens,  90;  to  estsbllsh  a  doctrine  in  rela- 
tion to  thia  class  of  persons  which  should  depriye  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  danse  of  our  constitution,  would,  In 
many  cases,  be  produetiye  of  peculiar  hardahlp  and  injus- 
tice, 96 ;  the  exerdse  of  this  power  by  Missouri  would  de- 
ftat  jne  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union,  but  might 
operate  as  a  control  on  the  Oenerd  Goyemment  itself^  96. 

The  sultfect  now  under  consideration  has  become 
painflil  to  the  nation  and  perhape  to  this  House,  96; 
what  Is  the  proyidon  of  the  constitution  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  being  yiolated?  96;  **the  dtisens 
of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  aU  the  priyileges  and 
immunities  of  dtisens  in  the  seyerd  States,**  96;  does 
it  not  belong  to  thoee  who  oppoee  the  admission  of 
Missouri  to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exdude  are  dtisens,  in  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
sUtutlon  of  the  United  States,  before  they  sssert  that 
the  constltntion  of  Missouri  Is  irrecondlable  with  that 
of  the  United  Statea?  96;  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
**dtlsen?'*97;  this  implied  to  the  people  who  are  the 
snl^ects  of  the  present  Inquiry,  97 ;  otjectlons  to  the 
definition  condderod,  97 ;  Is  there  a  State  of  this  Union 
In  which  colored  men  haye  all  the  dyil  il^ts  of  any 
other  dtisens  In  the  community  to  which  they  belong? 
97;  they  are  in  all  the  States  depriyed  of  many  <tf  the 
rights  of  white  men,  97;  In  the  East  and  North  as  well 
ss  in  the  South  and  West,  there  are  certdn  distinctions 
growing  out  of  color,  97;  there  wss  a  time  when  the 
manofoolorand  the  white  man  were  not  equd  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  eyen  in  theory,  98;  show  the 
words  in  any  State  constitution  which  declare  that  the 
men  of  color  become  ot  bom  flree  shaU  be  eleyated  to 
the  grade  of  whltea,  98;  do  yon  find  It  In  the  constitu- 
tion of  New  York  or  Msssachusetts,  that  free  people  of 
color  abaU  vote?  98;  aievlewefall  the  ftoto  will  show 
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«f  Mlor  hmy  bMn  wnddavd*  aonde- 
ioript  eliM,  fl8;  lias  not  Mlaovl  the  right  to  mj  who 
ahaU  be  entlUed  to  oltiaeBahip  within  her  llmita  like 
the  other  Stoteef  W;  the  powen  of  the  Btatee  have 
been  greatly  abridged  by  eonatnetieiM  of  the  eoaatttn- 
tloaa,M. 

The  elaoie  of  the  Conatitvtton  of  the  United  Btatea 
can  only  9fpij  to  dtlaena  who  are  In  their  own  Btatee 
entitled  to  all  the  prtTilegea  and  iBmonltlea  of  dllzenat 
M;  ean  it  be ahown  that  free  negroea  are anoh  eltiaens 
In  any  one  of  the  Btatee  aa  an  entitled  to  all  the  prifi- 
legee  and  immonittea of  dtlaenirM;  who  ia  adtlsen 
of  the  United  Btateet  80;  what  are  the  dladngnidiing 
eharaeteriatlea  of  dtiaena  of  the  United  Btattaf  80;  the 
Bevolation  Ibond  the  negro  in  America  a  dave,  and 
when  are  the  aeta  or  oonatttntioaa  which  have  de- 
clared him  adtfien  entitled  to  all  the  pririlegeeand 
immnnitlea  of  dttaena  of  the  United.  Btatea f  80;  H  ia 
not  eyeiy  peraon  who  ia  bom  in  a  Btate  and  bom  ikee, 
thet  beeomea  a  member  of  the  political  cMumnni^,  80; 
who  then  are  dtisena  of  the  United  Btrteaf  80;  the 
naaa  of  people  In  this  coontry  may  be  divided  into  two 
daasee— free  people  and  daTea— but  the  daaa  of  free 
people  tndadea  many  who  are  not  dtiaena,  who  may 
be  divided  into  aUena,  dtliena,  and  dentaena,  80;  a 
Btate  poaseaaea  the  right  of  oxdnding  from  aettUng  in 
ita  Umita  even  the  dtiaena  of  another  Btate,  81 ;  has 
not  eyeiy  eonnty  and  perldi  a  ri^t  to  ezdnde  pai^Mrs 
and  Tagraata,  81 ;  naage  expoonda  the  law,  the  Btataa 
pomeas  the  rl^t  of  exdndon,  Ibr  they  have  eserdaed 
it,  and  Oongreia  haaaanotioBed  the  right,  81 ;  the  danae 
in  the  conatitation  of  Ifiaaoal  la  not  a  law  in  itid^  aa 
la  the  danae  of  the  Conatitation  of  the  United  Btetea 
to  which  it  ia  add  to  atand  oppoaed,  81 

The  anthori^  of  the  conatitntlon  of  IflaMnui  ia  ex- 
prem  and  podtlve,  and  la  in  reatraint  of  perMnal  lib- 
erty, and  of  the  meana  of  conteatln^  pcfaenal  rights, 
81;  It  ia  add  a  Btaie  poaaeasea  the  right  not  only  of 
banishing  her  dtiaena,  bat  emilndtng  from  her  llmita 
panpers,  lepers,  ^^,  88;  that  a  Btate  may  baniah  ibr 
crime,  and  goard  herself  from  pestOence,  need  not  be 
denied,  88 ;  why  aend  thla  matter  to  the  Jndidaiy  for 
a4jadication?  it  may  be  yeera  beftire  it  reachea  tbst 
tribunal, 88;  are onr  free  negroea  and  mnlattoes  dtlzens, 
88;  pecoUar  diaraeterlatios  of  dtiaena,  88;  Ibmalea  and 
minors  ei^oy  the  privileges  of  dtiaenahip  and  immonity 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  they  mnat  demean 
themaelvea,  88L 

The  right  of  a  State  to  admit  the  colored  person  bom 
within  her  Umita  to  the  privileges  of  dtlzenablp  con- 
ddered,  88 ;  the  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  question  la  founded  on  an  entire  mlaapprehendon  of 
the  conseqnencea  of  its  ezerdse,  84;  this  misapprehen- 
don  fininded  on  an  erroneooa  view  of  tiie  operstton  of 
the  ilrst  daose  €i  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  conatitation,  84 ;  what  was  the  intention  of 
this  clause?  84;  it  has  been  imagined  that  under  the 
operation  of  thla  dense,  colored  persons,  Mnandpated 
on  a  condition  of  removd  ftmn  one  Btate  in  which  they 
receive  their  emandpation,  might  be  returned  upon  the 
omandpating  State  In  the  eharsoter  of  dtlaens,  84; 
the  power  of  States  would  be  fonnd  to  extend  to  the 
capadty  of  prohibiting  the  Ingress  of  dtixens  of  other 
Btatea,  provided  the  exdudon  were  for  oaoaes  aifecting 
the  individual  merely,  and  not  the  daas,  86 ;  If  it  la  not 
tlie  wish  of  any  State  to  have  colored  dtiaens,  we  should 
have  neither  the  wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from 
their  rif^ht  to  do  so,  85;  t  is  langusge  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  State  rights  has  been  for  some  time  going  out 
of  flwhion,  86;  the  object  mt  these  remarks  Is  to  show 
what  may  be  the  just  conatniotlon  of  the  very  delicate 


danae  of  lliw  iiiiimilllHtliMi.  sssiiidnit  ii  i 
prlvllsgea  «f  dtlaendiipto  the  dtinasdtevM 
Btatea,  88;  anppooe  these  peaonseoald  htidpdfc 
this  rank  in  aome  of  the  States,  OBC^thadMBitf  Hi 
cottstltntiM  of  Hlaaonri  to  be  eeasidsied  atcps^ 
np<»  such  of  these  penona  as  were  dttimtll;^ 
conaequencea  of  the  prooeedingi  whkh  alglt  mb 
ad<qited,87. 

Amendment  moved  qusBfyiBg  flie  aMsttfthii 
miadon  of  the  new  Btate  Into  the  Uslm  Y^umf- 
tion  of  a  particular  danae  ef  the  ei»artHaUiis,W:  ifr 
drawn  for  the  preaent,  87;  moved  to  ibdkietft 
preamble,  87;  carried,  87. 

The  requirement  of  the  oonelitotkni  cf  JilBD^f; 
a  direct  infringement  of  the  OffmHtnttai  srOtlaU 
Btatea,  8T;  are  free  negroes  ornmlstteesorBTtfte 
dtiaena  of  the  United  Btatea?  87;  it  vwBMwhW 
that  diacrindnatlons  etfeetedatotd  mthijii^Mr^ 
citizenship,  88;  the  ooostltvtionaf  T«DnsiN^i;fli 
law  fiirbldding  marrlagea  betveen  vUtei  isd  Mih 
MssaachnsetfH,  88;  black  people  exempt friB nnhfi 
themmtia,88;  oondder  thead»nrledsd«BdB,b 
a  generd  pdnt  of  viewi  of  free  Un±  pcipb,i; » 
stltntion  of  Kentacky,  88;  coaititotiondMii7W,r, 
Korth  Carolina,  Ac,  88;  when  our  ofMa&tBttan 
flmned  this  daaa  of  peiiple  lived  SBMBKs^Bitb^ 
character  of  foreigners,  they  wers  oaueeld  tiks 
other  naticm— this  was  thdrnatlTe  eeut^.t;^? 
have  the  right  to  pursue  thdr  own  h^plaeiiiiallk 
degree  aa  any  other  daas  cf  people,  89;  apessttp^ 
dple  can  any  right  be  alngled  ont,  ss  ooe  i^vkvi  A? 
are  to  be  deprived?  80;  the  woid  dttes, li  ^^ 
8ense,80;  ifonr  free  black popdatioaihoaUbeh^ 
in  a  foreign  port,  bow  could  we  rednsi  tte  vih|'" 
have  no  pollttcd  eonnectiou  with  theavir  tkr*i< 
bdong  to  our  politied  IhmUy?  88;  in  the  ima^* 
Congress  there  were  other  free  dtisesi  beads  ^ 
dtiaens,  40;  the  subject  of  msnvmitteddsrc^A 

No  doubt  JUssoori  is  not  at  preeest  sSMtftt 
Union,  41;  it  Isboth  therightsaddstroTCff^l' 
examine  the  eonstitatlon  which  has  beeantaititfe 
us,  and  if  found  repugnant  to  the  CoaaHtBtiiBtfii 
United  State^to  reiViae  to  admit  the  8tiii.«:^ 
oonatitutlon  of  lOaaouri  is  repablteu,  41;  tti  m 
ot^Mtion  rdatea  to  n  paiticalsr  proriikB,  41;  i^^ 
aoter  and  extent  of  the  objeettonable  pioTiiiii  A^' ' 
this  dause  neither  enlarges  the  pover,  w  iM<" 
the  obligations  of  the  Legidature  oTHtooBri,  tbifi^ 

of  the  Btate  in  relation  to  this  GoreiaiBeei,  •* » 
checks  and  balances  of  the  Utter  are  tki«»»^ 
would  be  independent  of  it,  how  cm  we  iv  **  *" 
is  unconstitutional  ?  48;  if  this  cUose  *>«*  'J^ 
constltati<m,  it  Is  not  posdble  Ibr  Coagw^  to«WF 
the  penage  of  an  unconstltatioDal  tow,  uA  pn*^ 
tlvdy  to  pronounce  it  vdd,  48;  sad  »*?  *•  JVJJ 
the  Legidatore  of  Missouri  more  tfcsawe  4»»« 
the  other  State^4a:  la  the elsiw  IneemeiUfc 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  41;  wPj^ 
minority  of  free  negroes snd  mnlsttew  ■^*J'L 
no  State, 48;  it  ia  duty  to  give  to  the  w«*« 
dauae  that  sense  in  whldi  they  •«  "^TJvJ 
in  dl  parts  of  the  oonntiy,  snd  by  mes  «f  "J^**  ^ 
Free  negroes  and  mulattoess»i>dth«t*^J|^ 
dtizens  oo|femplated  by  the  Coartltatloo  "  *  *!  ^ 
States  aa  entitied  to  Fedcid  rights,  48;  **■*!% 
mitted  that  Uieee  people  have  many  ^'^^^l^ 
nltfon  of  a  dtixen  under  our  QoTenimeat,*;      ^ 
Ka««;  44;  it  was  competent  In  tl»  «rig*"  **^^ 
the  sodeUes  whidi  now  compose  this  ^^^rT^i 
the  aasodation,  or  to  exdode  litem  It,  *®J!jJf7* 
penona  whateoaver,  44;  the  ti^^  ""^^ 


I 


INDEX. 


788 


AlHcaa  no*  In  thU  ooiintiy  ww  QuA  of  aUTaii  44; 
-where  it  there  enj  poeltiTe  institatloii  proTidiag  for 
their  inooiporetfon  into  the  dvU  oommBnity,  or  ex- 
tendinis  (o  them  oItII  rlghta,  44. 

In  the  oonetttation  of  Mlasonrl  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
atttutloB  of  the  United  States  f  45 ;  are  negroes  and  mn- 
Uttoen  dtUens  of  any  SUte?  45;  it  is  said  if  other 
Btetea  are  allowed  to  declare  who  maj  be  their  citixens 
whj  ahonld  not  Mlseonri  have  the  same  rl^t,  45;  In 
manj,  perhaps  in  all  the  States,  a  distinction  Is  made  be- 
tween those  who  are  freeholders  and  those  who  are  not, 
45 ;  reference  to  the  marriage  laws  of  lisssachosetts, 
45 ;  the  position  sssnmed  will  lead  to  the  tnoTltable  oon- 
dnalon  that  negroes  and  mnlattoes  who  in  any  State  can 
demand  the  exercise  of  dTil  rights  and  privileges  in 
eommon  with  that  class  to  which  thej  belongi  are  en- 
titled to  the  character  of  dtizena,  44;  in  the  same  Bute 
different  persons  maj  be  confined  to  different  rights,  and 
yet  all  be  dtisens,  46 ;  a  person  mast  be  oonsidered  a 
citizen  who  bj  the  laws  <^  the  State  is  Invested  with 
•poUticel  rights,  46;  hss  any  negro  or  mulatto  peliticsl 
rights  In  anj  State  ?  46 ;  the  constitution  of  Vermont 
considered,  46;  during  the  revolutionary  war  firee  blades 
entered  the  service  with  whites,  and  in  some  States 
alaves  purchased  their  freedom  by  serving  in  the  rsnks, 
47;  after  the  war  they  returned  to  their  re^pectiTc 
States,  and  who  would  say  to  them  you  are  not  to  parti- 
dpate  in  the  rights  acquired  by  the  struggle?  47;  the 
preamble  to  the  eonstitution  ought  to  read,  we  the 
«oA^  poople,  47;  blacks  and  muLattoes  in  Maasachu- 
Mtts  are  dtixens  having  dvU  and  politioal  rights  In  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  48;  by  whom  and  for  whose  use 
•ad  benefit  was  the  constltuilon  formed  ?  48 ;  flMts  which 
prove  incontestably  thdr  federal  rights,  46;  it  Is  sdd 
they  are  few  in  number,  48 ;  ftirther  debate,  49  ;  rssoln- 
tioB  rejected,  6a 

JUtdtUion  qf  Inquiry,  relative  to  the  existence  of 
Judicial  tribunals  in  Missouri,  offered,  57;  IClssouri  ap- 
pears to  stand  entirdy  diaeonneeted  fhun  any  legd  or 
poUticd  rdationa  with  this  Ooverament,  57;  she  has 
disesrded  every  attribute  of  a  territory,  67;  what  is  It 
that  Gongreas  can  admit  into  the  Union  f  a  State  not  a 
territoiy,  56;  the  authority  of  the  Union  may  hang  over 
her,  but  there  Is  no  legal  nwde  by  whloh  It  can  be  exer- 
daed,  56;  where  are  the  cbaanela  by  which  the  authority 
ef  the  Oovemlnent  can  be  enforced  ?  58;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  56;  this  resolution  assumes 
•a  the  groundwork  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  Mis- 
touri  sbout  which  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  this 
House  had  already  been  expressed,  66;  the  inquiry 
whether  the  relation  of  Miosouri  be  Indeed  changed 
must  precede  such  a  resolution  as  this,  56L 

The  reeolutlon  does  not  Involve  sny  such  question  as 
has  besn  supposed,  01 ;  it  pr^oses  an  Inquiry  Into  a 
matter  of  Ikct,  60 ;  delay  urged,  60 ;  every  one  who  gave 
Us  vote  agdnst  the  admladon  of  Missouri  must  have 
aeen  the  necesdty  of  this  Inquiry,  50;  the  resolution 
proposes  an  inquiry  not  into  a  matter  of  Ihct  but  of  law, 
50 ;  the  resolution  diould  be  Uld  on  the  tkble  that  time 
may  be  given  to  obtain  the  necessary  infi>rmation,  00; 
no  offldd  Information  but  that  the  oonditlon  of  the  ter- 
ritory was  the  same  *  heretofore,  60;  the  present  wA. 
the  proper  time  for  this  reedution,  60 ;  when  sll  other 
pnjeets  lUl  for  the  admledon  of  Mlasouri  this  resolution 
wiU  be  soeeptable,  60;  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
Is  not  nnprsoedanted,  60;  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  reedution  may  have  condderable  Influence  on 
the  question  to  be  dedded  on  the  propodtion  of  the 
Ssnste,  60;  resolution  hid  on  the  taUe,  61. 

AmwOmmi  qf1h4  Journal  of  the  House  proposed, 
01;  moved  to  insert  the  words  **the  state  of"  bdbie 


the  word  **lliasourl,**6S;  the  Jpoind  dioald  coirsipoud 
to  the  ihct,  6S;  the  omisdon  <tf  the  words  does  not  take 
from  Missouri  the  disracter  of  a  State,  n\  the  mamo> 
rials  profiiss  to  come  from  the  legislaturs  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  6S ;  by  the  amendment  the  jound  will  oorrs- 
spend  to  the  Ikct,  69;  a  deddon  in  fovor  of  the  proposed 
amendment  will  not  express  the  sense  of  the  House,  69 ; 
refosd  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  60;  customary  to 
give  memorialists  in  the  joumd  the  name  they  them- 
selves assume,  6i;  a  precedent  i^pHcable  to  the  ooca- 
don,  68;  the  conduct  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  towards 
these  Statea  when  odonlea,  68;  duty  of  the  House  to 
see  that  foots  were  correctly  stated  in  the  Journal,  68; 
motion  lost,  68. 

The  uniform  practice  has  been  to  deseribe  whether 
memorials  are  from  States  or  territories,  68 ;  moved  to 
amend  the  Joumd  by  Inserting  the  words  **the  terri* 
tory  of*"  before  the  word  Missouri,  68;  Missouri  la  In 
the  grade  between  territorld  dependence  and  the  con- 
dition of  a  member  of  the  Union,  68;  the  propodtion 
wiU  operate  as  a  trap  question  produdng  embanaseroent 
without  benefit,  68;  the  name  is  no  importance  to  the 
actud  condition  of  Misaourl,  68 ;  who  made  the  dtera- 
tions  sppearlng  in  the  Joumd  1 64;  made  by  order  of  the 
Speaker,  64;  ftirther  debate,  64;  there  seems  to  be  a  sup- 
presdon  of  something  in  the  Journal,  66;  the  act  of  last 
sesdon  authorised  Missouri  to  assume  the  name  of  a  State, 
65 ;  not  advisable  or  proper  to  dedde  inddentally  a  main 
question,  65 ;  as  the  House  has  dedded  what  Missouri 
is  not,  they  must  now  ssy  what  she  Is,  65;  ftirther  de- 
bate, 66;  motion  lost,  67. 

Moved  to  amend  by  Inserting  the  words  **  In  the  late 
territory  of  Missouri,**  67;  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  **late,*'  67;  the  object  was  merely  to  give 
a  correct  redtd  of  the  memorial,  67;  moved  to  recon- 
dder  the  Tote  on  the  first  motion  relative  to  the  word 
State,  67 ;  lost,  67 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  **  late  ** 
lost,  68;  moTod  to  substitute  the  words  **  in  the  United 
Statea,**  68;  motion  lost,  68;  moved  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely, 68;  withdrawn,  68;  motion  to  insert  **in  the  late 
territory,**  Ac,  lost,  60 ;  sdjoumed,  60 ;  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  and  right  of  the  House 
over  the  Joumd  offered,  60;  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitntion  relative  to  the  Journal,  60;  foots  show  what  Is 
best  to  be  done  on  the  present  oecedon,  60;  ftirther  re- 
marks, 70;  condderation  of  the  resolutions  reftised,  71. 

BesolutioB  for  the  admlsdon  of  Missouri  upon  her  ex- 
punging the  ol^eetlonable  clause  of  her  constitution,  74; 
object  is  to  remoTO  the  only  dejection  to  the  admladon 
of  Missouri,  74;  moved  to  pos^^ne,  74;  lost,  74;  reso- 
lution disagreed  to,  74. 

B€tdl¥iUan  from  ifu  Senate,  tor  admittlag  Mlasoori 
Into  the  Union,  with  a  etweat  against  the  clause.  If 
there  be  any,  which  c<«filcta  with  the  Oonatitntlon  of 
the  United  Statea^  conddered,  88;  moved  to  strike  out 
the  ooeeol,  88;  this  motion  goee  to  present  the  naked 
question,  88 ;  the  proviso  Is  usdess  and  unnecessary,  88 ; 
motion  lost,  88 ;  moved  to  amend  by  requiring  the  ex- 
punging of  the  objectionable  dause  within  two  yean, 
88;  object  to  ^aflbrd  an  opportudty  to  propose  such 
modifications  ss  will  secure  the  Tote  of  the  mi^ortty  for 
the  resolution,  84;  the  resolution  is  more  obilectlonsble 
than  the  one  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Honae, 
and  reacted,  84;  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  yon  ml^t 
admit  Missouri  if  her  constitution  made  a  perfect 
monarchy,  65 ;  It  Is  said.  It  would  be  no  objection  to  her 
admission  if  the  clause  of  her  constitution  waa  incom 
patible  with  the  Federd  Conatitution,  85;  if  the  Jua 
dary  could  remedy  the  evils  we  should  not  disregard 
the  rights  guaranteed  to  the  black  man,  85;  ralhsd  to 
vrithdraw  the  amaadment,  85;  an  ainaadinant  to  th« 
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UMBdment  ptopoMd,  M;  negtUyed,  M;  other  ammd- 
ments  propoMd  and  lost,  86;  orlglaal  unMidment  lost, 
8T ;  a  nibttltaU  moved  fiv  the  proTieo  to  the  Senate^ 
reeolatloii,  68;  what  la  the  objeet  of  the  amendmeiit 
bat  indtreetlj  to  alter  the  eoosdtatloa  of  Mlieoui,  88 ; 
whence  did  Congren  derive  thie  Immeiulty  of  power  t 
88;  a  duty  of  Coogreae  to  oome  to  a  deoielon  la  thU 
matter,  88;  ol^eetioiie  to  Blavery,  89;  its  exteneion  ob- 
jected to  on  groands  cf  pollcjr,  89;  it  le  In  the  natore  of 
man  to  be  foigetAil  of  right,  90 ;  the  balance  of  power, 
90;  what  can  a  m^orltjr  of  this  Hoose  hope  to  gain  hj 
this  unhallowed  straggle?  91;  the  proprie^ of  sabmit- 
ting  the  question  to  the  people  Is  uxged,  91 ;  amendment 
lost,  91 ;  various  amendmets  moved  and  lost,  9S. 

Motion  ftv  a  Oommlttee  of  Thirteen  ofllned,  99;  agreed 
to,  99. 

AppropHoMoii  biU  conaldersd,  and  moved  to  rednce 
the  estimate  fbr  members  of  Congress  as  It  was  founded 
on  eetlraates  including  members  fh>m  Mlssouil,  99 ;  de- 
bate, 98 ;  motion  to  include  a  separate  appropriation  tot 
members  from  MOssouri  osrried.  98. 

Resolution  to  authorise  the  State  of  Ifissouri  to  Ibrm 
a  new  constitution  offered  and  laid  on  the  tsble,  9^      * 

i?^por<  ^  (^MuniMM  ^  TMrfsMs  94 ;  considered,  100 ; 
amendment  moved  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
100 ;  negatived,  100 ;  dutj  of  Oongress  In  the  oaae  of  Ifis- 
aouri,  100 ;  ol^ection  to  the  admiaslon  and  action  of  the 
House  relative  to  that  objection,  101 ;  report  of  com- 
mittee negatived  in  oommlttee,  101 ;  reported  to  the 
House  and  indefinite  pos^nement  moved,  101;  ftxrther 
debate,  109;  postponement  lost,  106;  House  refhse  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  106;  question 
on  ordering  resolution  of  the  Select  Committee  to  a  third 
reading;  lost,  104;  moved  to  reconsider,  104;  this  quee- 
tlon  might  be  settled  without  recourse  to  reconsidera- 
tion, 109;  a  reconsideration  wlU  keep  the  door  open 
fbr  a  reconsideration,  106 ;  vote  for  reconsideration  car- 
ried, 106 ;  question  on  the  engroesment  of  the  amend- 
ment considered,  106;  the  condition  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  does  not  obviate  the  objection,  100; 
what  is  the  first  member  of  this  resolution  ?  100;  estab- 
lish this  doctrine  and  to  what  wlU  it  lead,  106;  farther 
debate,  100,  lOT;  the  present  is  the  most  awfhl  period 
which  has  hitherto  occuired  on  this  delicate  subject, 
106;  extract  ftom  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  106;  Missouri, 
In  complying  with  the  set  <rf  Congress  of  the  last  session, 
has  submitted  to  you  the  best  republican  constitution, 
and  the  obJectlond>le  srtlde  inserted  may  fldrly  be  con- 
sidered ss  done  under  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  al- 
most under  their  recommendation,  106;  her  legislature, 
108;  her  Judiciary,  108;  her  constitutlott  compared  with 
New  York,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Marybmd,  and 
yirglnis,  106;  the  great  quesUon  Is  the  sooeptance  of 
this  oonstltutlon  and  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the 
Union,  109;  the  clause  is  not  unoonstltutional,  109;  at 
the  time  I  drew  the  srtlcle  of  the  constitution,  I  knew 
there  did  not  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  ss  a  black 
or  colored  cltisen,  nor  could  I  then  have  conceived  it 
possible  such  a  thing  could  ever  have  existed,  109;  a 
oitlsen  in  South  Carolina,  109;  at  the  dose  of  the  war 
all  the  States  had  slaves,  109 ;  how  has  the  emandpation 
been  effected,  110 ;  there  can  be  no  question  what  the 
opinion  of  Europe  Is  on  the  black  race,  110;  the  conduct 
of  England,  110;  decision  of  her  courts  at  home,  110; 
the  esse  In  the  dominion  of  France,  111 ;  conduct  of  the 
Bomans,  111 ;  the  compromise  has  been  viewed  as  bind- 
ing in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union,  111 ,  it  Is  said 
lOssouri  knew  this  wss  repugnant  to  the  constitntlon 
119 ;  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  read- 
ing, lost,  112. 

JUtoMlon  rtlaU96  to  eounUnff  the  vote  of  Missouri 


fbr  Pnaidttit  olliBred.  US;  fha  T««e  of 
ailleet  the  result,  and  it  wm  daeaoMl  beat  ta 
the  eaae  befim  the  Joint  neetiBs,  US;  tUat 
diet  in  the  eaae  of  Miaaoori  ob|eetioimble,  US; 
House  has  power  to  dedde  on  the  vote  < 
the  Electoral  college  Is  indepeadent  of  CaagBB^IS: 
better  see  an  IntMiegnnm  than  a  pcindple  adsptideiii 
goes  to  the  very  foundatioB  of  tbe  Prea&daaaU  ^m^ 
118;  theHouaeisabonttodaatara  ^ypotkeOo^r^te 
is  the  vote  for  Piealdent,  US;  wo*  the  dacha  tf 
Miaaonri  appointed  or  notf  U4;  the  case  af 
114 ;  the  two  Houses  are  called  to  cKamarala 
and  of  course  to  dedde  wbat  are  voiea,  114; 
exdnde  the  votes  entirely  than  act  eaek  sa 
U4;  almpleJuatleereqalraatlieadBBiadaaef] 
the  enjoyment  of  her  rlgbta,  U4 ;  vhflt  la  the  J 
of  the  General  Aasemfaly  ofMlaauni 
oath  they  are  required  to  take,  115;  naelatlaa  ii^ 
to,  116;  reaolutton  offared,  dedailac  that  MImbs 
one  of  the  Statea  of  tbe  UbIob,  and  that 
vote  ought  to  be  received,  US;  ^ 
predpice  to  which  the  deddon  ef  the  H< 
na,  116;  votea  of  Statea  iar  Pieaideathave  beani 
previoos  to  a  declaration  of  thrtr  a<linlaii<is  h»lfci 
Union,  116 ;  members  fhwa  new  Btaftea  hare  tee  d> 
mltted  to  seats,  prevloaa  to  e  decientiee  of  As  ii» 
don  of  auch  Statea,  116;  let  ne  know  wbethar  IBam. 
la  a  State  of  this  Union  or  not^-US;  motSente^MiB 
a  ftirther  eondderatlon  of  the  reeolvtSon,  116;  IMiffiM 
haa  no  power  on  thia  subject  tndependent  of  theSoaa 
110;  <«  what  authority  can  yon  reAue  toateftfi^ei 
UT ;  your  office  Is  merdj  ndnlateriel  In  mpn^ti  As 
electord  votes,  117;  what  is  the  tfaeorx  of 
Hon  1 118 ;  what  waa  to  be  the  psBcUee 
118;  what  WlU  be  the  efliBot  of  those 
rivet  Mlaaouri  to  the  aeetfton  ef  the  cemtiy  vUd  le 
aupported  her,  118;  if  Mlasourl  ia  a  State  attiai^ 
consent  of  Congress  she  haa  no  rl^t  to  eompl^sf  4f- 
presdon  by  Congress  refliaing  to  reeogBlae  hoc,  OS; fc 
odious  and  foul  oombinatioii  •g^'nTt  her  la  t»  le  ttitt 
bated,  118;  thia  to  the  fixat  Instance  In  wUA  Warn 
has  knocked  at  the  door  and  demanded  her  rig^;  kfe 
now  for  na  to  permit  her  to  come  In,  or  to 
exduding  her,  119 ;  win  you  throat  har 
thto  Halir  119;  what  were  we  told  w±  the 
JeflSeison  and  Burr  ?  119 ;  motive  operatf^ee  tbe  j0M. 
committee  in  recommending  their  oouise  on  the  vitotf 
Missouri,  190;  ftirther  debate,  110;  metlen  to  t^aste 
table,  190;  moUon  earried,  ISO;  ftirther  paeeaeaiph 
counting  the  electord  votes,  121 ;  eonfcalen.  01;  A^ 
laratlon  of  the  vote,  191;  debate  on  the  medeef  gw*' 
mation,  191 ;  reeolutloDS  oflbred  dedarfeag  theeheiB 
iUegal,19L 

Sesolution  offered  to  admit  Mtaaonri,  meiiitol  Ai^ 
Jectionable  dause  waa  expunged  from  her  mt^t- 
tion  within  a  cntdn  time,  189;  reaolntion  to nfarite 
act  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  eonstitntisn,  IH;  ^ 
marks,  194 ;  readntlon  for  a  grsnd  Joint  ounmlliae  aft^ 
ed,  196;  carried,  196;  committee  elected.  198;  npactf 
the  committee,  198 ;  reedutiou  of  committee  pMB4,fll; 
the  reaolntion,  189;  vote,  189;  prortamatJee  ef  &■  d- 
misdon  of  Missouri,  189.    £m  JmIsbv  vob.  4, 9^  & 

MrcoHxii.,  Gaonex  E.,  Sepresaatstlve  from  Msryhed.  M 

MnrauLLf  Jambs  S.,  Bepresentatlve  from  PenMftmii,tt 
8n,692. 

MraoRUi,  TnoiLAa  B.,  Beptesentatlve  from  Senth  Cnvk^ 
816,  S77;  on  anrseona  ta  the  Navy,  418;  en  the  mi 
ttwn  Ohio  to  Mlehlean,41& 

MWa  CotUraet  for  stone,  coaddersd,  S8T. 

Movau.,  BoBxar,  Bepreaeatative  from  Nov  Teri^  t  4b 
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Mmmou,  tnangonl  AddiMS  tt  lilt  aeeoad  teim,  laa.    JSts 

Imdtaot  To]&  1,  fi,  8, 4,  & 
ld[oiiTA«ui|  BiJU,  evid^nee  rd«ttT*  to  the  baalmipt  law, 


(ioKTeoioBT,  Tbokab,  B^neBentatlTO  from  KMitaeky,  8, 

S16i,  877;  on  the  South  Ameiieea  Prorlnoee,  Mk 
IficMMUi,  Gabbxhl,  BepreaentetlTe  from  Alebeme,  S18, 877, 

MS. 
Hooks,  Bobxbt,  Bepreaentitlve  from  PenujlTenle,  8.    Sm 

JheUoOf  yoL  8. 
IftooBB,  Bamubl,  BepneeatetlTe  from  Pennvjlyenks  8^  S1& 

Ae  /«Ml«(n,  ToL  9. 
IfooBB,  Thomas  P.,  Bepresentatire  from  Kentnokj,  OM. 
iiOOB«»  Tkoxab  I*,  Bepreeentetlye  from  Ylislnl*i  8,  816^ 

8T8 ;  OB  the  sarrdtider  of  flogltiye  sltyes,  898 ;  on  chezges 

•CitfiMt  Judge  Tett  418L 
IfoaoAii,  JoHV  J.»  Bepreaentitlve  from  Kew  York,  818, 87B, 


iMMfim^ww.t  Batid  L^  Benaftorfrom  New  BampehiTe,187,84B; 

on  ft  dnwbeek  on  eordage,  18L   iStejDideai,  toL  6. 
KoBVOH,  MABom,  BepvoMntetlTe  from  MaMeehnsette,  8, 

Hmklt,  Josatkav  Ot  BepreientittTe  from  Cooaeettent,  8. 
Am  /lulea^  Tole.  4^  6,  & 

Moffht  iif  Oommodort  Perry.— In  the  Houae,  a  reeolatioB 
velatlye  to  allowing  a  pension  to,  olllued,6M;  bin  re- 
ported at  last  senloB,  bat  not  aeted  on  Ibr  want  of 
time,  OH;  adopted,  OH;  bill  Ibr  relief  ot,  oonsiderod, 
618;  the  Ihets  of  the  ease^  618;  her  last  dependenoe 
was  taken  from  her,  619 ;  aeoaatry  Is  as  mneh  bootad  by 
the  obligations  of  gratltode  as  sa  indiyldnal,  619;  oa 
what  Is  the  elalm  ftmndedf  619;  her  support  daring 
the  life  of  her  soa,  619;  eyeats  slaee  the  death  of 
Commodore  Perrj,  619;  doee  aot  this  claim  come 
within  the  priadple  of  gratitude,  680;  the  ooatest  on 
Lake  Erie,  690;  is  aot  this  amonat  wlthia  that  frngalltf 
whleh  ought  to  goyera  joat boaatjrt  681 ;  eoasldera- 
tloBS  showlag  that  the  proylsltas  of  this  bill  are  stiietlj 
eompatible  with  the  established  praetlee  of  the  Ooyem- 
mant,  681 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  eaaottag  elaoae,  691 ; 
If  we  thoa  begia  where  shall  we  stop?  689;  it  is  not  the 
onljT  ease  «f  this  chaneter,  689;  an  eztenstye  pension 
Hat  under  afree  repubUa Is yerjr Inexpedient, 699;  the 
idea  that  a  nation  is  bound  to  support  the  widows  and 
ehUdrea  aad  mothen  of  all  who  die  la  serrice  is  chi- 
BMriea],628 ;  the  praseat  measure  Is  aa  i^peal  to  gratltade 
fooaded  oa  the  prladples  of  ezpedlea^,  698 ;  what  are 
the  aiguments  urged  against  these  yiews?  698;  It  Is  aot 
aa  ^pUeatioa  to  the  bouaty  of  the  Ooyerameat,  698 ;  It 
to  aa  appeal  to  the  Justiee  and  gratitude  of  the  nation, 
698;  the  principle  of  this  bill  Is  objectionable,  Conuio- 
dors  Pony  neither  Ml  nor  was  wounded  la  battle,  695; 
what  Is  the  beslsof  the  present  peasloB  list?  695;  motion 
tostrike  out  carried  aad  bill  reoonuiitted,  68&  Set 
Peny,  Commodore. 

MomnUd  Troope.'-Su  Indom^  yoL  4 

,  IfuBBAT,  Joaxr,  Bepfeseatatiye  frna  Peaa^lyavla,  8.  See 
Jkde»t  yoL  6. 

,  If VBBAT,  TaoMAS,  Bcpreseatatlye  from  Peaa^^yaala,  916^ 
877. 


JTaHowgl  Obeervatorp.'See  Indm,  yols.  8,  & 
iTolaraMKiNoa  Zoioa.— Ae  JMsa^  yott.  1«  8, 4 
JToMl  XMoUUkmemi^,  UmitaiioB  of  leaelntloai  niatlye  to^ 
61;i«portoathe,81;  to  Increase,  eoaaldered,  180l 


h^  fits  JSfinwe,  a  resolution  relatlye  to  the  reorganlxa* 
tion  ol^  olfored,  848;  pay  of  officers  not  on  serrioe  modi- 
iled  by  the  Secretary  when  they  are  attached  to  the 
nayal  establishment,  948 ;  the  number  <ii  separate  sta- 
tions at  which  offloerB  aro  placed  has  the  efTect  to  in- 
crease their  compensation,  848 ;  some  Information  need- 
ed rMpectingyesselB  on  the  Lakes,  948;  It  does  notfrtt 
within  the  sphere  of  the  Gommitt%p  on  Nayal  AflUrs  to 
Ihmish  the  details  called  for,  849;  it  has  always  been  the 
constractioD  of  the  law  that  eyery  officer  roceiyes  pay 
until  actually  ftirloughed,  949 ;  resolution  modilied  aad 
adopted,  949;  report  HOl  the  increase  o^  806;  peace  es* 
tablishment,  report  on,  417;  resolution  relattye  to,  699  ; 
meeiege  ouy  668;  «io<s,  664  See  Indeatf  yola.  1,  8, 8, 4, 
5,4 

yiawU  JBsBpMU.—8ee  IndeoR,  yoL  6l 

ydwil  EoepUal  Fwnd,  communication  on,  661. 

Ku^edl  PeneUm  Fund.-^ln  the  8enate,a  bill  from  the  House 
to  extend  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  considered,  486; 
the  origin  of  the  nayal  pension  ftind,  486;  it  wss  to  b* 
perpetusl,  and  the  frith  of  the  Goyemment  pledged  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  486;  Is  the  income  of  the  Amd 
suffld^t  Ibr  this  charge  on  it,  486 ;  the  section  to  be 
added  to  the  bin,  considered,  487;  the  eili»ct  of  it  if 
adopted  will  be. to  restore  the  ftmdtolts  origlnslaad 
legltiBiate  uses,  487. 

lit  Me  Bouee,  a  bin  to  oontlnue  for  flye  yean  penatons 
to  widows,  4ml,  considered,  606;  measures  for  the  pas- 
ssgeof  the  bai,606:  for  whose  benefit  Is  this  bin  7  604 

ITavinatton  Lawej-^See  Indea^,  yoL  4 

Nbalx,  BAPBAaL,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maryland,  4  tt^i 
878, 688.    See  IndeeR,  yol,  4 

ITegroee,  Sidturpping.~-See  Inde^  yoL  9. 

NaLSoa  Hvob,  Bepresentatlye  from  Virginia,  8,81487T; 
balloted  for  Speaker,  4;  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Journal,  68.    See  /itdeaa^  yols.  4^0,9. 

Nbuov,  JanooAB,  Bepresentatlye  from  MaaHachnsettH,  8^ 
81&,8n,609L    i8M/fMfM>,yols.44 

NBUoa,  JoBir,  Bepreaentstlye  hfm  Maryland,  914  ST7;  oa 
the  Indian  department,  881;  on  the  charges  sgsinst 
Judge  Tstt,  418;  on  spproprlaHon  for  the  Cnmberlaad 
road,  448. 

Jfe^iral  SelaUont,  message  rslattye  to  yioUti<»  oi;  484 
As  iiutM,  yols.  8, 4  6, 4 

NauTiLLB,  Babov  aa,  letten  to  the  Seeretszy  of  State,  817. 

Naw,  AiriBOVT,  Bepreeentattye  flrom  Kentucky,  814  ^77. 
See  Indea\  yols.  1, 9, 8, 4  6, 4 

ilTeis  jBte^toiME,  Mieeieeippi  Land  Obmpony,  report  on,  86L 

JITeio  Orleame,  defence  o^  eee  Indem,  yoL  4 

Nbwtov,  TaoxAS,  Bepresentatlye  from  Ylri^nia,  8, 810;  87T, 
699;  on  the  disbnrMment  at  pubUo  money,  800.  See 
Indea\  ro^e.  9, 8, 4  4  4 

Niagara  Froi^tier  B^glu^re.—See  Iitdea^  yoL  & 

N0B14  JAJfB4  Senator  ttom  Indiana,  187, 848, 465;  on  me- 
morial of  Assembly  of  Indiana,  510 ;  on  amendmeats  to 
the  constitution,  684   Ae /futax,  yola  4  4 

Nim-IfiUreoureej—See  Iniereourte. 

Jf<m^Importa$ion,—See  IndeeR,  yols.  t,  4 

iTon-AportoMofi  in  foreign  hoUome.—See  Jhdeat,  yoL  4 

IfoHkweai  Obaet  pf  Amerioa.—lA  the  Senate^  a  resoIatioA 
relatiye  to,  considered,  866;  the  soyereignty  of  tiio 
Oolumbla  riyer  Is  claimed  by  Englaad,  866;  grounds  oa 
which  the  dalm  Is  based,  867;  Bai^d  now  has  pes- 
sioB  of  the  country  in  question,  867;  she  rssisto  the  pet- 
sessioa  of  the  Uaited  States,  868;  the  party  la  posses  ■ 
sloa  la  1898  wlU  haye  the  right  of  posseeslon  untU  the 
qneetioa  of  title  Is  decided  by  wsr  or  negotiation,.  868, 
other  proylsions  of  the  trsaty  uaaceouatable,  869.. 

ilTortsay,  Bisasi«e  relattye  to  trade  with,  804 
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oplniou  thftt  the  aet  ihoald  b«  repealed,  489 ;  Tart  ttaeto 
i&  LonldaBE  remala  nnsetUed,  and  It  la  not  In  the  power 
of  the  State  under  present  ctrcnmatincee  to  do  anj  thing 
for  their  setUement,  489 ;  the  true  poliej  of  the  countiy 
to  prohibit  by  all  poeslble  means  the  onlawfhl  aettle- 
ment  of  its  lands,  489 ;  flirther  debate,  49a 

A  memorial  from  the  Assembly  of  Indiana  offered, 
CI 6;  It  presents  two  subjects  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  518 ;  to  admit  persons  who  had  forfeited  their 
payments  prevloos  to  the  act  of  1881,  to  apply  the  saoie 
amounts  to  fhture  purchases,  516;  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  price  of  lands  In  those  districts  where  they 
have  been  offered  for  sale  for  ten  or  more  years,  019. 
Ses  Ind0B^  yols.  1,  S,  8, 9. 

J\Mie  BuUdinffi^  expenditure,  report  on,  298;  report  rela- 
tive to,  8ML    /Sm /fltf«B,  TOL  6l 

PubUe  AeeownU,  bill  relatiTe  to,  considered,  8S9, 418. 

fubUc  Agmdy  before  the  Ghent  commission,  debated,  64L 


QmtJttn^  M^meridl  qf,—8e6  Ihdtst^  toIs  1,  ft|  & 
Qw»rUirmMter''»  J>epaHmtmL'—8e6  lnd0BD^  toL  4 


Bavdolph,  Johk,  Bepreeontatiye  from  Yixglnla,  8,  SSI,  877, 
688 ;  on  the  powers  of  the  Clerk  under  a  vacancy  of  the 
BpeakersUp,  5;  on  the  amendment  uf  the  journal,  6S, 
68 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  83, 106 ;  on  reconsider- 
ing the  vote  relative  to  Missouri,  lOO^n  the  vote  of 
Missouri  for  President,  118, 114t  117, 119, 181 ;  on  the  In- 
dian department,  286,  886 ;  on  the  appropriation  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  845 ;  on  military  appropriations, 
854;  on  transacUons  In  Florida,  858, 861, 268 ;  on  tho 
demise  of  Pinkney,  868,  868 ;  announces  the  decease 
of  Pinkney,  868 ;  explains  the  cause  of  his  announcing 
the  decease  previous  to  the  ikct,  268;  on  the  proposed 
adjournment,  267, 268;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Ferry,  686;  on 
European  combinations  against  Spanish  American  States, 
651;  on  the  Oreek  cause,  654;  on  adjournment,  698; 
on  the  tariff  787;  on  the  duty  on  sugar,  751,  757.— 
iSM  7fu2«B,  vols.  8,  8,  4,  5,  6. 

Bavkuc,  CHsiBTOrasB,  Bepresentatlve  iVom  Mississippi,  7, 
816, 877 ;  on  grants  oi  land  for  oduoation,  600.  See  Indem^ 
ToL  6w 

Baneom^  prohibition  of.— Set  Indeaa,  yol.  6. 

Seal  Ehtaie  and  Statee^  wUuaUon  qf.—See  Indsat^  voL  6, 

Bun,  John,  Bepresentatlve  from  Massachusetts,  815,  877, 
698 ;  on  the  duty  on  Tallow,  698.    See  Ind^,  vol.  6. 

Bud,  Philip,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maryland,  877.  See  In^ 
<2«B,  vol,6w 

BxiD,  Philip,  letter  ot,  809. 

Bus,  BoBSBT  Batmoko,  Bepresentatlve  from  Geoi^gia,  8, 
816 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  69 ;  on  the  South 
American  Provinces,  99;  on  transactions  In  Florida, 
861 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  488.  See 
Indeaa^  voL  6. 

Seport  relative  to  the  State  Constitution  of  Missouri,  6;  on 
the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  9;  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  9,  818;  on  the  occupaUon  of  the  Colombia 
Blver,74;  on  a  naval  peace  establishment,  81 ;  on  gold 
ooln,  87 ;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  94 ;  on  the  Span- 
ish American  Bepublica,  124;  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Missouri,  128, 129 ;  on  the  Georgia  Militia  Claims,  192 ; 
on  Military  Afbirs,  211 ;  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  Banks  of  Deposit,  250;  on  Yacdnation,  256;  of  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  Army  Expenditures,  271 ;  on  na- 
tional medals,  277;  on  Weights  and  Measures,  877;  ^  a 
BempajidFlax  Machine,  279 ;  on  South  American  Inde- 


pendence, 987 ;  on  ezpendlture  on  pabHe  iNiHAap,  W^ 
886 ;  on  the  Inerease  of  the  Navy,  806;  on  the  Oarrergiaat 
868 ;  on  the  KewEngland  MISBi«ippiLai>d  CooBpaar^Ml ; 
relative  to  deposits  in  banks,  878;  on  petitioin  of  Ssik 
Perry  for  a  pension,  417 ;  relstlva  to  Indian 
428 ;  on  the  case  of  Judge  Tait,  428;  on 
Claim,  428;  on  foreign  ooina,  tt7, 4SS ;  on  an  appcnia- 
ment  of  midshipmen,  445;  on  Indiaa  tf»ding  po^  #1; 
on  the  amendments  to  the  oonettitatioB,  485;  em  Ihs 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  494;  on  the  BOsaissipfi  Uai 
Company,  506 ;  on  Wertem  Boundary  of  Arkaziaa.  M; 
on  the  Delaware  Oanal  Company,  06C;  on  the 
of  Julia  Lawrence,  600 ;  on  amendments  to  the 
tntion,  600;  on  relief  of  land  pnreheaera,  617:  on  wn- 
lutionary  pension,  687;  on  Michigan  eontceted  dcrtica. 
689;  on  the  Ohio  and  MiaaiaBippI  BlTen,  619;  on  Iki 
«ff»et  of  the  Tariii;  694;  on  French  opoUatlotta,  7D6L 
BepreuniaUon^rcMo  qf.—See  Indeea,  Toia.  1, 8,4. 
JtepreteiUoMees,  qwUi/lcaUon»  ttf.—Ses  Jnd^m,  toL  6L 
i?asi^iMiM(m,  does  it  cause  a  vacancy.    See  Indem^TKLl. 
BeeoMione^  relatire  to  the  reduetloii  of  etxpenditsRa  i; 
relative  to  Wert  Point  Academy,  11 ;  idntiTe  to  the  «- 
cupancy  of  the  Columbia  Blrer,  51 ;  reiatlTe  to  takiar 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  duUea,  51 ;  lelatf  ve  to  ck 
Military  Academy,  64;  relaUTO  to  the  poeltiea  cT  Hh- 
■ouri,  67;  relative  te  the  deoease  of  John  Linn,  61;  icb* 
tire  to  a  limitation  of  the  oaval  ftree,  61 ;  relative  Is 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  70;  relative  to  the  adss- 
lion  of  Missouri,  74;  do.  from  the  Senate,  88, 91;  icb* 
tive  to  MlSBOurL,  94;  relative  to  the  Soath  Amotaa 
Provinces,  96;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  IS;  m 
the  election  of  President,  &e^  118 ;  xelntlTe  te  tike  v* 
of  Missouri  for  Pr^ideDt,  116, 181 ;  relative  te  a  1 
on  fishing  vessels,  188 ;  da  relatire  to  the 
and  emancipation,  188;  on  the  deeeeae  of  WUEsa  A 
Burwell,  188 ;  relatire  to  repealing  the  lOflsovri  Oib- 
promise,  184;  for  a  Joint  Committee  on  MlsBfinri,  IS: 
relative  to  the  election  of  printer,  180;  lelatiTe  t»tki 
decease  of  William  A.  Trimble,  144;  relatire  to 
and  orders,  144;  relatire  to  military  roa4b,  144; 
tive  to  appropriations  of  territory,  145;   relatiTs  to 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  145;  relatire  t»  t^ 
suppression  of  piracy,  164;  relatire  to  drmw%«ck%2B; 
relative  to  Loulsiatta  land  titles,  159;  reUtiTe  to  l04i 
to  certain  Christian  Indiana,  160;  reletfre  to  deaas 
of  William  Pinkney,  165;  relatire  to  lands  for  educa- 
tion, 165;  rehktiveto  Indian  affdra,  189 ;  relative  ta  the 
cost  of  building  ships,  171, 191 ;  relatire  to  lerenee  trm. 
lead  mines,  801 ;  relatire  to  the  importation  of  itefek 
201;  relatire  to  aflitirs  in  Florida,  818;  relatiT«  teib 
deoease  of  W.  A.  Trimble^  880;  relatire  to  fogitiftf 
ih>m  labor,  881 ;  relatire  to  the  TTnlted  States 
884;  for  a  monument  to  General  Wooster, 
to  militia  flnea,  888;  relatire  to  raoelnation.  844:  nh- 
tive  to  Busslan  claims  on  the  Northwest  ooaaLii^ 
relative  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  nary,  M9 ;  viasn 
to  the  Military  Academy,  858;  on  the  deoease  ef  Wi- 
liam  Pinkney,  868;  relatire  to  the  tranaaetioni  ia  Fla** 
Ida,  864,  870;  note,  170;  rcIaUre  to  Sunday  ma2!L  91; 
relatire  to  withdrawing  the   papers   rdntuig  to  tbs 
chrisUanixatlon  of  the  Indians,  870;  relatiTe  to  siSil* 
tary  e8tabllahment,887;  relatire  to  the  South  As«Tiett 
Governments,  897;  relatire  to  pubtte  de&alten;,  39; 
relatire  to  a  monuxfient  to  Baron  DeKalb,  8S7 ;  to  ssif 
adrances  unless  on  extra  occasions,  833;   relatiTe  to 
members  of  Congress   helng  interested  in  ea&tnttok 
882 ;  rektlre  to  lead  mine  leases,  886 ;  on  contnet  rf 
Eiyah  Mix,  887;  relatire  to  miUtia  fines,  887;  of  tbsta 
to  the'  Speaker,  846;  relatire  to  Louiidana  lands.  SSI; 
on  the  occupation  of  the  Ilorthweat  ooert,  868;  relstrn 
to  unsettled  aooounts,  880;  relatire  to  hostile  ezpeA> 
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ttons  to  ooQBtviet  tt  p«mm,  MS,  888;  respeettng  the 
•rttdat  of  aiproement  botween  G«oi)Klft  ai^d  the  Uaitod 
Btotao,  801 ;  reIftUy«  to  Preyoet's  report  on  the  Oolom- 
Ma  BlTcr,  8M;  re]*tiTe  to  Qwartlan  Beftigeoa,  410; 
reUtlye  to  Borgeons  in  the  Navj,  419;  reUtiye  to  tho 
doceise  of  WlUiam  Lowndos,  410;  reUtlTe  to  the  boan- 
duy  line  with  Greet  Britain,  484;  relative  to  Western 
▲rmoiy,  420;  relattye  to  the  fappreeelon  of  pnbUo  doc- 
amenta,  489 ;  relative  to  erlmea  on  the  hlfh  seas,  448 ; 
on  the  enppreedon  of  the  alaye  trade,  460 ;  relative  to 
Spanish  Privateers,  401 ;  aoknowledging  Oreelaa  Inde- 
peodonoe,  480;  relative  to  Florida  bmd  tltlea,  480; 
on  pensions  to  fluniUes  of  persons  Vlled  in  privateer 
aervloei  48T;  relative  to  the  visit  of  Lalkjette,  488; 
on  decease  of  WilUam  L.  Ball,  614;  on  expenses  and 
relbmls  in  the  Navf,  688;  respecting  the  mother  of 
Commodore  Perrj,  604 ;  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to 
Greece,  604;  relative  to  a  naval  peace  establishment, 
609;  on  inqniiy  into  service  of  nayal  ofBcerSi  609;  on 
greats  of  land  for  education,  609 ;  on  light-honsea,  dce^ 
on  Bonthem  shoaU,  600;  on  Soropean  combinations 
against  American  Bpaaish  States,  008;  on  trade  with 
the  Indiana,  OOT;  on  Miami  parehase,  007;  relative 
to  liaison  Bongo's  land  claim,  016 ;  reepecting  road  in 
Michigan,  080;  relative  to  La&yette,  680 ;  respecting  a 
monoment  to  Washington,  089;  respecting  European 
eombinationa,  090;  on  a  portrait  of  Washington,  096: 
reepeeting  money  in  the  hands  of  prise  agents,  7681 

JtubrieUv  8yd0ns  report  on,  178L 

HEooeiNM,  collection  o^  «se  Indemt  toL  6l 

ISeeefiiM  0iaUrt.—8e6  Indea^  yoL  4. 

JUooMionaty  PmuUmt^  bill  oontfdered,  800l  Ae  Pen- 
eioiM. 

RewlnMonary  Zand  WarranU,  bill  considered,  441. 

Rbtvolds,  Jaxm  B.,  Bepresentatiye  from  Tennessee,  608. 

£nA,  JoHir,  Bepreeentatiye  from  Tennessee,  8, 910, 877;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  08, 06 ;  on  the  election 
of  President,  dst^  114, 116;  reUtlve  to  the  Indian  De- 
partment, 886;  on  the  Florida  Government,  294;  en  the 
military  peace  establishment,  888;  on  the  suppression 
o#  public  docnmenta,  440i    Ses  Indts^  yol&  8, 4, 6i,  Ob 

Rkod4  Idamd^  admission  o^  eee  Ind^a^  voL  1. 

BzOB,  CnABLSB,  Bepreeentatiye  from  Vermont,  6,  216, 418, 
692;  on  trade  with  the  Indians,  007.  See  Indt^  vols. 
6,6. 

BiCBAina,  JoHir,  Bepresentatiye  from  TStm  York,  602. 

BMBABne,  Mauk,  Bopresentative  from  Yeimont,  8.  Set 
/lufen,  yoL  6. 

Bnauoini,  Johatbak,  bepresentatiye  from  New  York,  & 
See  Ind0B^  voL  Ob 

Borooous  BAMirsL,  Bepresentatiye  from  Maryland^  S.  Set 
IndeB^  vols.  6,  OL 

Biyns,  WnxiAjf  O.,  Bepresentatiye  from  Virginia,  6061 

Moade,  PotL-^Bee  Indem^  voL  &  , 

Moad/hm  MempMe  to  LUtU  Bock.— In  the  House,  a  bill 
for  laying  out  and  making  considered,  006;  ol^eet  to 
unite  the  two  bodice  of  settlers,  006 ;  ordered  to  a  thhrd 
readings  006;  no  part  of  the  road  psssss  through  Ten- 
nessee, 016;  save  more  than  four  hundred  miles  to  set- 
tlers, 016 ;  Mofo,  016 ;  appropriatlona  for  roads  by  Geo- 
gress,  016;  bill  recommitted,  010;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  010;  bill  passed,  017 ;  nets,  017. 

From  ilTete  OrUane  to  JfaekviBe.'-^hk  the  Senate,  a 
resolution  relatiye  to,  offered,  868;  dangers  of  the  mafl 
route,  858 ;  the  mail  establishment  In  Lonlalaaa  almost 
useless,  868;  oonstltutional  question  not  involyed,  806; 
the  road  opened  by  the  troope  of  the  United  States, 
866;  road  three  hundred  milee  shorter  than  another, 

Ih>m  OMo  to  M4dUif<UK— In  the  House,  a  bOl  eon- 
ildered  in  Committee,  400;  the  grounds  and  ol^eets  of 


tiie  bin,  406 ;  amendments  made,  406 ;  enormous  charge 
of  transportation  ftom  Ohio  to  Ifichigan,  414;  proyislon 
of  the  treaty,  414;  during  a  war  it  would  be  of  the  llrst 
importance  to  make  this  point  safe,  414;  a  reference  to 
eveiy  treaty  with  the  Indians  for  twenty  years  would 
exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  almost  evoiy  direction, 
416 ;  this  bill  will  be  but  a  beginning,  and  oaoe  enter 
the  wedge  and  you  will  not  get  dear  of  It  for  ten  years 
to  come,  416;  the  treasure  of  the  country  as  well  ss  its 
blood  had  been  wasted  for  want  of  the  road,  416;  the 
land  was  conyeyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  exprses 
pnipcee  of  making  the  road,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
ceded,  416;  one  of  the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our 
oountry  is  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  416 ;  Ohio  has  ex- 
pressed her  willingness  to  take  upon  herself  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  making  the  road,  416;  In  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view  the  House  cannot  err  In  passing  this  bill, 
410;  the  exposurs  of  Michigan,  410;  ought  Michigan  to 
be  expected  to  make  this  road?  417;  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  417;  resolution  relative  to,  OOflb 

Jn  JJoHda.—hi  the  House,  the  bill  relattye  to,  con- 
sidered, 010 ;  a  measure  Imperiously  demanded  by  the 
peculiar  droumstances  of  the  country,  010;  open  a  fer- 
tile tract  between  two  seats  of  population,  Oil ;  moved 
to  strike  out  so  much  as  provides  for  the  employment 
of  the  United  States  troops.  Oil ;  no  substitute  propoeed, 
on ;  how  can  the  troops  be  better  employed  ?  Oil ;  dan- 
gers from  the  climate,  Oil ;  the  mind  of  the  nation  made 
up  to  the  propriety  of  employing  the  troops,  018;  their 
employment  might  be  confined  to  certain  months  of  the 
year,  012;  the  danger  Is  visionary,  012;  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  012b 
Road*  and  OanaUy  eiuinteye  >br.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to 
provide  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  oon- 
sldered,  606;  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  be  taken  as  a 
recognition  of  the  power  of  Congroas  to  construct  roads 
and  canals,  600 ;  such  measures  should  be  pursued  es 
would  tend  to  produce  a  more  Intimate  conneetton  be- 
tween the  Atlantlo  States  and  the  Mississippi  valley, 
600;  proviso  moved,  that  jwevious  to  any  survey  the 
consent  of  the  State  should  be  obtained,  600 ;  lost,  600; 
other  amendments  olfered,  600;  pos^Mnement  moved 
and  lost,  600;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  600. 

/» the  J7oM«0L— The  bill  for  considered,  08T ;  the  oon- 
stitnttonal  right,  087 ;  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
088;  the  spirit  of  the  nation  vrin  justuy  a  large  eacpendl- 
tnre  on  great  .national  ol^Mta,  086;  this  measure  not 
calculated  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  on  tte  ques- 
ti<Mi  of  Internal  improyementa,  086 ;  the  House  cannot 
fotrly  approTO  this  bill  unless  they  assent  to  the  genersl 
power,  028;  what  doee  the  bill  propose  t  089;  If  the  ul- 
terior measure  for  which  this  Infomtttion  Is  sou^  Is 
unconstttuttonal.  Congress  Is  not  wsrranted  to  take  the 
preparatory  steps,  081;  the  constitutional  question  ex- 
amined, 081 ,  If  no  consent  Is  required  from  the  States, 
It  must  be  because  the  power  is  grlntsd  in  the  consUta- 
tlon,  081 ;  another  view  of  the  eonstltntlon  as  a  whole, 
088;  theeaseofpreoedents,081 

The  constltatlonsl  right  and  expedient  of  appropria- 
tions for  Intemsl  ImprovsmenOi  are  too  obvious  and  Ir- 
resisttble  to  need  illustration,  088;  the  eonstltutionai 
point  t*^»t«t»MMi^  gsa,  684;  a  differenee  of  opinion  existed 
for  years  between  the  exeentlye  and  legislative  depart- 
ments of  the  GoTornment  on  this  su1i|}ect,  004 ;  It  Is  said 
that  powers  of  a  municipal  character  belong  to  the 
States^  and  thoee  rebUng  to  external  aOUrs  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  086;  hence  It  k  Inferred  that  all  in- 
ternal Improyementa  belong  to  the  States,  086;  sevsral 
sources  of  power  dlsdelmed,  080;  there  Is  no  speeiflo 
^rant  in  the  constitution  of  the  power  of  sppropristlon, 
nor  was  »eh  requisite,  080;  the  extent  of  Goyemment 
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Improvements  In  the  West,  687;  what  Turn  thU  Goveni- 
ment  done  on  the  great  eabject  of  internel  Improve- 
ments?  <t88;  motion  to  strike  ont  the  ensctinf  cUnse 
lost,  <B8 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engroesed,  688 ;  copj  of  the 
bill,  689 ;  ordered  to  third  reading,  660. 

SoBUTSOH,  Onoiai,  Bepresentative  from  Kentnckj,  8;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68, 67;  on  the  Sonth 
American  Provincea,  96,  99.    See  Indeao,  toL  6. 

SocHxaTBB,  WxLLLAJi  B.,  BepresontatlTe  from  New  York, 
816,877. 

BoDKiT,  C.ABAB  AuouBTui,  Senator  from  Delaware,  154, 
816, 848 ;,  relative  to  Louisiana  land  tiUes,  160 ;  on  stop- 
ping pay  to  certain  offioers,  197;  on  the  suppression  of 
piraoj,  857 ;  resigns  his  seat,  859 ;  sppolnted  Minister  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  8S9. 

BoDKBT,  DiJOBX.,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Delaware,  877. 

BiKins,  TnoMaa  J.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Fenn^WaBia,  8, 
816,877,598.    See Indeea, yqL i. 

Boss,  BoBSBT  B.,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  York,  089L 

Boaa,THO]iAa  B^  BepresentatiTe  from  Ohio,  8,  816,877, 
598 ;  OB  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  66,  67.  See  In^ 
<2s(B,ToL6. 

Bouge  Maieon,  the  claim  oi;  189. 

Bvo«LBB,  BcHJAimr,  Senator  from  Ohlo^  187,  848, 465;  on 
Virginia  Land  Warrants,  155 ;  on  the  petition  of  Bebec- 
ca  Hodgson,  169 ;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188 ;  on  striking 
out  the  duty  on  hemp,  578.    See  /iMtas,  toL  6. 

BucKiLBs,  Cbablbs  H.,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  York, 
877. 

Muleit  motion  to  amend,  145. 

Buss,  JoHK,  BepresentatiTe  from  Conneetiout,  8,  888, 877. 
See  Indee^  riA.  6. 

BvsSBLL,  JoHATSAir,  BepresentatiTe  from  Massachnsetts, 
816, 877 ;  reports  on  South  American  Independence,  887. 

SueeUm  Cladrnt  on  the  North  West  coast,  resolution  on, 
849;  considered,  258;  message  on,  884. 

Btiubo,  Bbt.  Wxuxaji,  elected  chaplain  of  the  Senate,  144. 


BaUIhill^cmd  ^Hiking Boum;tif,—See  Jkdeao,  toL  6|  DuHee 

BAV]n»n%  BoMiTLim  M.,  B^resentatlTO  from  North  Caro- 
lina,  816^  877,698;  on  chaiges  against  Judge  Talt,  411 ; 
on  the  SBppffesrioa  of  publie  docun«Bts,  4M. 

Babvobb.  Jambs  T.,  BepreseatatlTe  from  Tennessee,  699L 

AmmmmmiA^  reH^iff.'^See  Indsm,  toL  8. 

Sawtbb,  Lbkubx.,  BepresentatiTe  from  North  OsroUna,  8, 
816^  418;  on  the  proposed  adjonnune&t,  968;  on  Wx*b 
eontraeifltt  stone,  887.    <8ss /ndso)^  vols.  8, 4|  6. 

BoHXBivuM  A  Sov,  petition  oi;  706. 

Boovr,  JoKB,  Delegate  from  Missouri,  8, 816, 877, 6981  See 
Mdem^  vols.  6, 6b 

Seamen^  proiseHcnqf,— See  Indem,  vols,  t,  4 

8t4»me$t,/bretgn  m^rehantSee  Jndem,  toL  6b 

Seat  o/go— mwxnt— »8lte  /fulecD,  vols.  1, 9, 8, 6b 

Secret  Proceedtnge,  pubUeaUon  qfr-Se*  Indem,  toL  4 

aetUH^  law  qf  179&— iSte  Indea,  vols.  4,  6;  and  JndM, 
ToL  9, 2>^/%fM<ve  JTsaswrss  and  SedMaue  PraaUeee, 

Stm4moU  War.'-See  Jndee^  toL  6. 

SmaUt  ceBTcnes  at  1st  session  of  17th  Oongress,  187;  ad- 
journs at  close  of  1st  session  of  17th  Oongrees,  810 ;  con- 
▼encs  at  9d  session  of  17th  Congress,  848;  adjourns  9d 
setsioB  of  17th  Congress,  876;  conTsnes  at  1st  session  of 
18th  Congress,  465 ;  adjourns  at  dose  of  1st  session  of 
18th  Congress,  590. 

Bn»BAB«,  JoRB,  BepresentatiTe  from  PeansylTanla,  8, 816; 
417;  balleied  Ibr  as  Speaker,  4;  on  the  Mlssonrl  Con- 
stttntton,17;  on  the  position  of  Mlssonrl,  66;  59;  on  the 


Sonth  American  ProTinees,  98;  rslatlTe  to  tbe  biA* 
rapt  UwB,994;  on  the  bankrupt  bill, 888.  Sitkdm, 

TOlS.^6. 

Sbrlb,  Thoxab,  BepresentatiTe  from  North  GBroIlu,a 
See  Indeat^  toL  6. 

Bbtvoub,  HoBATiOt  Senator  from  Yennont,  117, 849;  4fi, 

BBAimoH,  Obobob,  ease  ot,  18a 

Shabtb,  Pbtbb,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Yotk,8n;« 
roads  in  Florida,  619. 

Bhawb,  Hbhbt,  BepresentatiTe  from  Miirlnmifti.  1 

SxBLBT,  JoBAS,  BepresentatiTe  from  Masaackuetti^M 

BxBLBT,  SoLOMOH,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  Sll^  SH;  « 
American  ca|KTe6  among  the  Indiani,  879;  oa  Oe 
road  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  414,  417.    ' 

SxbBBBB,  Nathabibl,  BepreeentatlTe  from  MasHdnBeHi 
9 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties  tt.  Sethdm 
ToL6b 

SiMXiBi,  yii.PBBi>,  BepreeentatlTe  from  South  OusliBa,! 
Se4  Jndeu^  toL  6. 

Stavetf  oeLion  qf  Indiana.-'See  Indem,  toL  4;  da.  JDtfert' 
e(2,  see /jMtaa,  ToL  6b 

Amms,  FugiiUe.'—Jn  the  House,  a  bill  to  prorldete  (ki 
surrender  of  penons  held  to  labor  on  their  ese^  W; 
power  should  be  limited  to  Judges  of  CoartsorSMBri, 
996;  loss  of  some  diatiiots  by  rnnawaya,  M;  vmd 
to  strike  ont  the  enacting  daqse,  996;  does  tke  b(D  ecs- 
tain  any  necessary  proTislims  beyond  those  sha^f  ex- 
IstingT  996;  committee  rise,  897;  motion  te  strike  oit 
the  enacting  clause  moved  and  carried,  808;  bOlrqiortid, 
817.  See  JmUr^  Tola.  6^  6L  Da  UmporlaUM^m 
/iutaB,ToL6;and7fid«0  'r^.n,JhMe$emhtf9rttJk. 
JndmnwUi/ fory  M«  Acfete,  toL  6b  JR^nHipe^M 
/jM2en,ToL6.  i*sMMoiM^  s«e/fidsa,Tok  1,8,4.  & 

Sla/ee  Trad*  amd  XmancipaUon.-^ln  the  Ewae,  nsolatiHi 
oifered  relatlTe  to,  199;  they  may  be  the  meu  d 
dosing  finoTer  the  growing  oontroTec^j  between  the 
North  sad  Sonth,  199 ;  five  hundred  miUions  ef  scmiT 
land  contemplated  to  be  devotedas  a  ftiad  te  uamd 
pation,  198;  practiod  operation  of  this  fti]id,m;aB 
origlnd  plan  of  Las  Casaa,  198;  note,  191;  the  iwh- 
Uons,  198 ;  bid  on  the  Uble,  ISa  * 

i^;>pre«s<on  ^—In  the  House,  a  readntioB  rdiiiTe 
to  opening  negotiations  with  Enropeaa  OortnuMdi 
reepeeting  the  eUbctod  abolition  of  the  fibre  Tnd^ 
456 ;  this  commerce  has  been  declared  the  diapiM  ^ 
Europe  and  the  scourge  of  Africa,  466;  the  GoreniMd 
of  the  United  States  prohibited  it  as  boob  ss  it  sefidNd 
constitutiond  power  to  do  so,  466;  unqnestloiiable  evi- 
dence of  the  deplorable  extent  to  which  thoee  honlbii 
cargoee  are  smuggled  into  the  Southern  Btstee,  4N;  tie 
.  United  States  cannot  be  inaendble  of  the  dsflger  of  ir 

nndating  with  new  floods  of  black  populstioB^ 
territory,  467 ;  all  means  hitherto  employed  bsTe  ftSei 
467;  the  remedy  proposed, 467 ;  lettUi  sbte  twfel# 
denounced  as'  piracy  nnder  the  tew  of  nstioaii  49j 
technicd  oldecttons  have  been  niged  agdnst  the  kP| 
accuracy  of  the  appllcatton  of  the  term  pixMy,  ^ST:  KB 
nothing  on  the  hl^  seas  without  a  tewftd  vnai^ 
from  any  authority,  467;  the  present  period  ift  «* 
anspldons  for  the  success  of  the  ezperiisent  new 
mended,  467 ;  amendment  oifered  »that  we  sgiM  ^  * 
qualifled  right  of  search,"  459 ;  eighty  thooasnd  A«a" 
aro  annuaUy  victimlaed  to  bondage,  409;  extneti  fr« 
the  Sdinbnigh  Bevlew,  459;  amendment  r4eoted,49: 
resolutioB  agreed  to,  469.  &•  iiMtaB,  voL  9. 
Skne  Traffie  in  tU  DUUie*  nf  CbttmMa.-'SM  A«* 

SUttery,  reeoMlone  rekMce  to^innen  Sbaet.-St»i»^ 

vote.  8  and  6;  and  Jndeao,  vd.  9,  TnritorUe. 
Skme  Ttad^  AJHoan^-S^  Ind$Bb^  vd.  6. 
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Sloav,  Johh,  Beprese&tetlye  frpm  Ohl<s  t,  %1%  8T7,  698. 
866  JndeKf  toL  A. 

SLOOTTHf  Jnss,  BepreseotatiTe  from  North  Carolina,  8 ;  de- 
cease ot,  51.    S66  Indeaa^  yoL  t  « 

jSZoop*  <2^  ITar.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  bnlld- 
Ing  of  an  additional  number  of  sloope  of  war  oonsidered, 
491 ;  thlB  class  of  the  greatest  nse  both  in  peace  and  war, 
491 ;  by  passing  this  act  Congress  woold  only  restore  the 
ibrmer  number  of  sloops  of  war,  491 ;  the  nayy  aboat  to 
be  increased  beyond  what  drcnmstances  require,  491; 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  read,  491 ;  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  flnancee  of  the  country,  499 ;  post- 
poned, 498 ;  fhrther  debate,  494;  question  on  filling  the 
blank  fur  the  appropriation,  with  $485,000  annually  for 
two  years,  504;  in  1816  a  million  dollars  was  appropri- 
ated, 605 ;  is  the  increase  of  the  nayy  less  desirable  than 
at  that  time  f  605 ;  otjeetlons  which  baye  been  urged,  605 ; 
the  history  of  nations  will  show  that  their  freedom  had 
done  more  towards  their  success  than  any  thing  else, 
606;  how  long  we  shall  continue  a  commercial  nation 
we  cannot  tell,  606:  it  Is  said  that  our  extensive  sea- 
<jbasts  require  a  nayy,  606;  no  navy  can  supersede  the 
necessity  of  an  army,  607 ;  economy  has  been  spoken  of 
eyery  year,  yet  every  year  we  spend  more  and  mora, 
607;  the  only  objection  seems  to  be  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  607;  no  necessity  for  building  so 
many  vessels  Immediately,  607 ;  amount  reduced,  606; 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  606. 

SxaTB,  ABTHint,  Kepresentative  from  Virginia,  816, 877, 698. 

SxiTB,  Balla&d,  Bepresentative  trom  Tlrglnia,  8.  866  In- 
d6aOy  volSb  6^  6. 

Skxtb,  BsRirAED,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  8.  86« 
IndeaOj  yoL  6. 

SiOTB,  JAiin  8.,  Bepresentative  firom  North  Gaxollna,  8. 
8es  Indee^  voL  6. 

8miikt  John^  th6  0066  qf.^-866  Indtm^  yoL  8. 

Smith,  Jomr  Spaxn,  Bepresentatlye  firom  Kentucky,  816, 
87a 

Smith,  Samihel,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maxyhmd,  8, 916, 877; 
balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  duties,  68 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68;  on 
the  appropriation  relative  to  Uissourl,  93,  98;  on  the 
South  American  Provinces,  96 ;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  Department,  889,  880;  on  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  844, 885 ;  on  military  appropriations,  ^  856, 856, 
886, 886;  on  the  appropriation  ibr  a  Minister  to  Portu- 
gal, 888,  888;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  884;  Senator 
from  Maryland,  856,  465 ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the  House, 
889;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  498,  494;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  619,  581.    866  Indtm^  vols.  8, 

Bmrr,  Wiluam,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  187, 848;  on 
the  a^Joarhment  of  the  session,  169, 170 ;  on  the  Indian 
trade,  188.    866  Indea^  vols.  6^  6. 

Smith,  William,  BepresenUtive  from  Yirginia,  816, 878, 698. 

BrnaU  Arm6d  V68i6t6.--866  Ind€t^  vol  6. 

Smttb,  Alsxah on,  Bepresentative  from  Yirginia,  8, 816, 
877, 698;  cm  the  Missouri  Constitution,  89;  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  889;  on  milltaiy  appropriations,  886;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  886 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  487;  on  the  Oreek  cause,  669.  86*  Indim^ 
voL  6. 

Bdldi6r6  qf  th6  ^6w>luHon.—S66  iiMf eos,  vols.  8,  6. 

Southabd,  Hkhxt,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  4 ;  on 
bank  notes  In  payment  of  duties,  68.    866  Ind6CD,  vols,  8, 

Southabd,  Samvbl  L,  Senator  (torn  New  Jersey,  187, 868. 
Spaiobi;  Bxohabd  B.,  Bepresentatlye  firom  North  Carolina, 

699. 
Bpatit^Bati/toaHonqf  1h6  7^60^  qf  1819  ioOh^iU. 
8otUhAmsHca» /SkrfM— In  the  Hoom,  a leoolntion  to  ^ 


propriate  an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  any  independent 
South  American  State,  98;  the  adoption  of  the  propo- 
sition inexpedient  at  this  time,  98 ;  recognition  of  South 
American  Independence  urged,  98;  resolution  lost,  94. 

Besolution  of  sympathy  in  their  struggle  and  relative 
to  a  recognition  of  their  independence  offered,  95 ;  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  made  and  lost,  96 ;  it  proposes  to 
make  needless  professions,  95 ;  on  encroachment  on  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  96;  it  is  a  &lr  exerdae  of  tho 
undoubted  rights  of  the  House,  96;  the  resolution  sn- 
pererogatory,  if  not  of  injurious  tendency,  96;  indeflnita 
postponement  moved,  96 ;  true  policy  of  the  country  to 
stand  aloof  from  this  conflict  as  the  powers  of  Europe 
more  deeply  interested  had  done,  96;  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  throw  our  weight  in  the  scale  of  liberty,  96; 
doubtfbl  If  a  President  could  recognize  the  independence 
ofa  foreign  power  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
96 ;  the  relative  situation  of  Spain  and  her  colonies  la 
now  different  from  what  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago^ 
97 ;  if  any  thing  was  done  on  this  subject  it  should  be  by 
all  branches  of  the  Government,  97 ;  frirther  debate,  98 ; 
resolution  agreed  to,  99 ;  report  of  the  committee  a]^ 
pointed  to  present  to  the  President  the  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  South  American  BcpubUcs,  194;  message 
firom  the  President  relative  to  the  South  American 
States,  171 ;  message  relatiye  to,  876;  report  firom  Seora- 
tary  of  State,  876L 

In  th6  8&n€a6.'~A  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  nationf  of 
the  American  continent  considered,  904;  amendment 
moved  and  lost,  805;  amendment  moved  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  not  appoint  any  minister,  but  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  905 ;  provided  for  by  the 
constitution,  905;  the  appointment  can  be  made  in  the 
recess,  906 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  805. 

In  th6  ffou66.—VLepoTi  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Aifidrs  relative  to  the  independence  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Provinces,  887 ;  report  of  the  committee  in  Ikvor 
of  recognizing  the  independence  of  South  American 
Governments  considered,  897;  a  great  political  event 
Just  struggling  into  birth,  897 ;  all  the  Spanish  nationa 
of  America  are  free,  898 ;  the  nations  of  America  had 
suffered  more  from  the  seyerity  of  oommerelal  intetdlo- 
tlons  and  colonial  monopoly  than  they  had  from  tiia 
cruelty  of  arbitrary  poiser,  898 ;  what  la  the  Amerioan 
system  f  898 ;  it  is  firee  government  and  flree  trade,  899 ; 
the  great  interests  of  the  West  India  islanda  are  in  uni- 
son with  the  interests  of  the  continent,  899;  no  reaaon 
fbr  delay,  if  "we  consider  this  subject  in  reference  to  our 
selves  and  our  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  999;  soma 
hold  that  nations  whose  political  opinions  and  prindplsa 
have  been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism  must  un- 
dergo long  probationary  perioda,  800 ;  it  wis  the  will  of 
Providence  that  this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of 
successive  revolutions,  800;  if  experience  and  long  suf- 
fering can  create  the  Acuities  of  self-government*  than 
the  people  of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  their  own 
aflkir8,801. 

If  ever  there  was  an  oecaslon  that  Josttfled  a  reyolii- 
tion,  this  was  one,  801 ;  the  eyes  of  a  Jealous  and  auspi- 
cious Government  constantly  watched  the  industry  of 
the  colonist,  801 ;  the  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge  in  her  colonies,  808;  oppres- 
sion did  not  fidl  equally  upon  all,  80i ;  Buenos  Ayres  has 
triumphed  over  the  repeated  and  formidable  efforts  of 
the  mother  country,  808;  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover her  poesesslon  of  these  countries,  808 ;  resonroas 
of  thoee  States,  808;  some  have  supposed  their  Indepen- 
dence would  ii\Jure  the  United  States,  804 ;  no  measnre 
short  ofa  fhll  recognitton  of  nnoonditi<mal  independence 
could  have  the  affects^  804 ;  repott  agreed  to,  805 ;  letter 


792 


INDEX. 


to  the  Bp««kerf  809;  motioB  to  enter  <m  the  JoonuU 
kstf  809 ;  moved  to  reoondder  tlie  Toto,  819;  a  denger- 
•u  preoedenti  818;  eerried,  819;  deelantioii  ef  the 
BMBber,  880L 

Beeolntion  of  Inquiry  relatlTe  to  the  detorminettou  of 
Baropeen  OoTemmeDte  to  eaetAt  Bpaln  to  recover  her 
eotoniee,  804;  cheracter  of  the  Froaident's  Meaaege,  606; 
impreiBions  of  the  President,  605;  resolution  agreed  to, 
800i    jSaa  IndeoD^  vol  6,  SpanUh  AmsriMtn  Coloniea, 

6pabx%  Jaxb]>,  elected  Chsplaln  of  the  Honae,  818. 

4M0fa  Paymente.— <$M  /iu2aa\  toL  fi. 

/|M0Cak  iramsportaUon  <tfin  pubUo  vaasaZc.— In  the  Benate, 
*  WU  reepectiDg  the  tnnaportatlon  of  specie,  Ac,  in  pnb- 
He  Teaaela,  eonaidered,  615;  origin  of  the  permiaaion, 
016;  BO regnlatiMk  on  the  anbject, 615;  thia  bUl  rega- 
letot  tlie  mudnram  of  fireighti  616 ;  fhrther  reniarka, 
n8;  bOI  ordered  to  » third  rending,  616. 

BraroB,  JoRn  8^  BepreaentntiTe  fr6m  Afazyland,  608. 

BrwmaaBt  1tf.i/,f,  SepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  816, 


in; 


spectlng;  481. 


JijDM,  SepreeentntiTe  from  Tenneaaee,  688. 

Aafe  Jlnlaneaa.— <Siae  /(Mtan,  toL  & 

BTAvaBKOK,  BeT.  Dr.,  elected  Ohnplain  of  the  Senate,  473l 

BTAiMiMir,  WnxiAX,  elected  Chaplain  to  the  Hooae,  699. 

9t  OuLim,  Ckneral,  petitlMk  of  the  danghtor  ol^  698. 

A  IhmUmgCf  me^aage  on  the  political  and  eommerdal  state 
nHf  871.    See  Indeao^  toI.  9l 

BnHnDDraov,  Jaxm,  Bepreaentailye  from  Ylrginia,  877,698. 

BnBUHO,  AmxL,  Bepreaentative  from  Ck>nneGticnt,  877, 698. 

fimuM,  MioAS,  BepreaentatlTO  from  New  York,  877 ;  on 
the  ettppreaaion  of  public  doonmenta,  481, 489. 

STSwamT,  Akduw,  Bepresentotlye  from  Pennaylvania,  816, 
878, 698;  on  tranaactiona  in  Florida,  860;  on  the  appro- 
priation bill,  885 ;  on  Intoraal  improTementa,  447. 

BrnvxHB,  Jausb,  Bepresentatlye  from  Gonnecticat,  8;  on 
the  Booth  American  ProTlnoea,  97.    8m  Indeet^  toL  6L 

BnTwaoK,  Aimnsw,  Bepreaentotiye  from  Ylrginia,  816, 
877,  699;  on  the  Indian  Department,  281 ;  on  relief  of 
Sarah  Perry,  688 ;  on  the  decease  of  W.  I*  Ball,  674 

AMfea,  exchange  oi;  bill  considered,  886. 

Stoddau),  Bbbubsb,  Bepreaentatiye  £rom  Ck>nnecticat, 
8n,699. 

BiOKBB,  HoMTVOBT,  Senator  from  North  GaroUnai  187,  856. 

Stoppage  ^pay  to  deJhtMera^  debate  on,  198. 

0TOBBB,  Hbkbt  B.,  Bepreaenta^ye  ftvm  New  York,  8, 698; 
otn  the  Hlaaoorl  Conatitation,  84 ;  on  bank  notea  in  pay- 
ment of  dntiea,  61 ;  on  the  resolation  relative  to  Mia- 
■onii,  60 ;  on  the  amendment  ci  tiie  Journal,  67,  68 ; 
nlattve  to  Mfaaoorl,  86 ;  on  the  admission  of  Mlasonri, 
106 ;  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  698.    See  /fMfacB,  voL  6b 

%vaamt,  Bakdau.  8.,  BepreaenUUve  fiY>m  New  York,  8. 
See  Indsa^  vol.  6. 

Btbovo,  Jambs,  Bepresentotlye  from  New  York,  8,  698. 
See  Indern^  voL  6. 

Bnoire,  Wiluax,  Bepresentotive  from  Yermont,  8;  on  the 
Hisaonrl  Conatitution,  81.    See  Indeao^  yoL  6. 

SualdUiif  qfSkite».—8ee  Indo»,  voL  8. 

Sv^/erora  in  War.— See  Indeoa^  voL  6L 

Smgar.-^See  Indeaa,  vola.  6  and  7,  DuHee  on  Imports, 

Sunday  MaiU.—In  the  Hooae,  a  resolution  of  inqniiy  into 
the  expediency  of  preventing  the  carriage  ot  the  mtila 
on  Bnnday,  869 ;  House  refused  to  consider  it,  869.  See 
Indeao^  yoL  6. 

Buppreeaion  qf  Public  DocwnenU,—'Le\XKt  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  458;  report  on  the,  454.  See  Public 
Poeumenta, 

Bitrvotfore  Oeneral,  bill  relative  to,  284. 

BwAir,  BAinm.,  Bepresentotive  from  New  Jersey,  816^  877, 
688. 

SwBABivQBir,  Tbob AS  Y.,  Bepresentative  from  Yliglnia,  8, 
816L    See  Indoo^  voL  6,  Yon  SweaHnffen, 


Tait,  Jndge,  ^kargoe  agaikuL—^  tbe  Booaa,  n  \ 

aented  prefenlng  cihaigea  againat  Qmriea  TUt,  Jndfe  a 
Alabama^  411;  papexa  ahoold  be  refeoed  to  the 
mlttee  on  the  Jndidaiy  before  piintiBe;  411;  a 
commnnication  was  presented  at  th«  laait 
the  writer  was  rq;arded  as  a  madman,  411 ;  inqaky  vC 
resnlt  in  a  dear  aoqnittalof  toe  Jndge,  411 ;  the  iiBfWai  rf 
the  memorial,  411 ;  nothing  In  the  petttton  or 
to  indnee  the  committee  to  iBveatigBto  Ike 
referred,  418;  repoit of  oonunXttee,  4BL 

Taxaot,  Isbam,  Senator  frvna  Kentncikj,  18B»  MB^  4B;  ma 
drawback  on  cordage,  181;  ob  stilklBig  omlL  tkedirira 
hemp,  571.    Seo  Indom,  vols.  6^  6. 

Taxb  all,  Evwabd  F.,  Bepraaentattye  frona  Oeoqpa,  fl^ 
877;  on  the  agreement  between  CtooiKtoaad  fba  JSa^d 
Btataa,  881;  on  the  sappreastoB  «f  pvhfie 
48& 

Thrift  report  on  the  cibct  U,  9H.—SeoJ>uMttam 

Tabb,  Cbbiitiax,  Bepreaentatiya  ftooa  PeaB^yiraiii.  4 
See  Indemt  yoL  6b 

Tamee  JHreoL—See  Indoaa^  toIsl  t»6^  6L  I>a.  War.- 
dea)kToL6L 

Tatlob,  Johk,  Senator  from  YligiiiU,  818, 6QI7 ;  en 
mento  to  the  eonsiltation,  688,  687;  on  dates 
the  United  Btatea,  660;  on  striking  out  tlie  dalyenha;^ 
670;  on  the  dnty  on  cottona,  6^6. 

Tatxx>b,  Johx  W.,  Bepresentatlye  from  Netv  Yak,  t»tK 
877, 508;  balloted  fbr  as  Speaker,  4;  eloetad BpeaksL Ic 
speech,  6;  addreea  on  the  vote  of  tbankn,  181 ;  ea  tto 
suppreaaion  of  piracy,  885;  on  the  deeeasecf  W9im 
Lowndes,  490 ;  on  costs  in  soito  by  patentew,  8R;  m 
conUngendea,  IQKi.—See  IndoBo,  yola.  6^  <L 

Tatlob,  Willujc,  Senator  from  Indiana,  187, 848, 4flL 

Tbh  Etcx,  E«bsbt,  BqireaentatlTe  from  Nev  Yeiic,  SB. 

Tenneeeee^  admtuion  qf.—Soe  IndUn,  toL  1. 

Territorial  6of>ermneni».-'See  Indeaa,  yoL  4. 

TBn4toriee.See  Indom,  vols.  1, 8,  8,4,  6L 

Tbbt,  John,  Bepresentotive  from  Indiaaa,  699. 

Thomab,  Jbbsb  B.,  Senator  from  niinoia,  187, 858, 48K. 

Thoufsob,  Phzup,  Bepresentative  from  Ktatsukj^  9tL 

Tkoxpsoh,  B1CIT&,  letter  as  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  884 

Thompsov,  Wxlkt,  Bepresentotlye  tma  Oeoc;^  114  STv, 
698. 

Tttte  qfPre»idoni,See  Index^  roL  "L 

Tod,  Johk,  Bepresentotlye  from  Penn^ylyanto,  218,  ST*;  SB; 
on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  SS;  ea  ^ 
tarlifbiU,  666, 781 ;  on  the  duty  on  wooQenn,  CiS,  6r4CI; 
onthednty  on  tallow,  686;  oalron,7S6i. 

ToxLXNBOH,  GiDBOii,  BeprescBtatiye  firom  Omae^e^  i 
816, 877, 698;  on  the  report  of  toe  Conunittoe  ofThutert^ 
100 ;  on.  the  duty  on  molaaeea,  708.    Seo  Indomf  vd.  & 

ToMPKum,  Calbb,  Bepresentative  from  Hew  York,  4 

Toxnmn,  Dahibl  D.,  preddea  in  the  Beanie,  14<  8tf ;  let- 
tor  to  the  Senate,  166;  biU  fbr  the  rdlef  o^  474 

Aeeounte  ^.— In  the  House,  a  bill  appsopciali^  a 
certain  anm  of  moneyfor  the  relief  oC^  508;  moved  ta 
atrike  out  toe  enacting  daoae,  696;  repoKof  ifat  aeeda. 
696;  must  be  convlnoed  that  the  money  is  diMt,596;  hni 
of  the  laat  session  directing  the  aeeownto  to  be  atitJaalBl 
on  toe  prindples  of  Jostioe  and  equity,  696;  tlMyhava 
been  scrutinized  by  the  aooonnti^f  officer,  966;  tte 
amount  is  desrly  due  by  the  deddmi  of  all  branehaa  d 
toe  Government,  687;  this  is  not  the  ease  of  an  inS- 
yidnd  aaklng  of  the  House  a  grataity,  or  an  qaanthotod 
allowance,  but  asking  to  do  what  Congress 
to  do,697;theaetof  lsBtssadoB,flW;lftts 
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mm  the  most  obaonre  p^fson  In  aodetj  the  Home  Ifc 
boaad  to  peas  the  bill,  508;  e  dengeroiu  entering  wedge, 
COS ;  the  eooonnts  hed  been  credited,  bnt  there  was  no 
a^^pfopriatloa  to  paj  them,  508 ;  motion  to  strike  ont  the 
anaeting  cUnse  lost,  609 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
MO;  message  on  the  acoonnts  oi;  704;  report  on  the 
«Ulm  <^  760;  deim  o^750. 
Votrptdo  BBaperimtmU.-Se6  Indem,  toL  4 
T*m^oT,  Albmmt  H^  BepresentatlTe  l^m  New  Toric,  8,  ^8, 
877, 600;  on  the  election  of  President,  &c^  115;  on  the 
•appresslon  of  piracy,  MB;  on  mllitarj  appropriations^ 
886;  on  the  suppression  of  pabUo  documents,  489;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  €75.— Ae  IiuUoo,  toL  OL 
Vnr^€Uon  amd  StdiHon  d^/tnsd.—8ee  IhdsKf  toL  S. 
yy^osigw,  pmUthmmvt  ^.—Sm  Indsm^  toL  R. 
2lfV«cwMry  yoU»,—SM  Indemt  yoL  R. 
TVaoevry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of;  9, 71, 218, 408,  600. 
Tl*#ae«ry.— (Sse  /iuf«B,  toIsl  1  and  6. 
3>«aly  wUh  Ortat  SrUain.—8e4  Indsaa,  roL  1. 
Ty^atynnaHng  piow«r.-^Se€  Inde»,  vols.  1  and  6. 
TVtfoly  «0<A  Spain,— 8^  IiuUo^  yoL  6. 
Tbxmblb,  Datid,  RepresentatiTe  ftt»m  Eentncky,  8, 916, 877, 
002;  on  beak  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  58;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  64;  on  the  appropriation  re- 
lative to  lllasouri,  08;  on  the  election  of  President  and 
Yiee-Presldent,  118;  relatiyeto  the  suppression  of  pi- 
racy,  245, 880 ;  on  military  appropriations,  255 ;  on  trans-, 
aetlonf  in  Florida,  268 ;  on  the  South  American  Goyem- 
menta,  207 ;  on  decisions  of  Supreme  Ck>art,  506 ;  on  the 
accounts  of  Tompkins,  508 ;  on  roads  in  Florida,  612 ;  on 
road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  616 ;  on  a  monu- 
ment to  Washington,  641.    See  IndeoB,  yoL  6b 
Tbihuli^  Wiluam  A^  Senator  ftom  Ohio  144 ;  decease  ot, 

220. 
Tmmannj.**  Paintings,  resolution  relatlye  to,  206, 817. 
TuOKSB,  Oaoson,  Kepreeentatiye  f^om  Virginia,  8, 216,  8T7, 
602 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  816;  on  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  Columbia  Biver,  404 ;  on  the  daim  of 
Beanmarchala, 606l    S$6 Indea\ yoLti. 
TvoKU,  SnBUsro,  Bepresentatiye  from  Ohio,  8, 216,  877, 
602;  on  postponing  the  tariff  bill,  76a    See  Indem, 
yoL& 
T\eo  Thirde  Vate.-^See  Indea^  yoL  & 
Ttiab,  Joh9,  Bepresentatiye  ttom  Virginia,  7;  relatlye  to 
the  admission  of  Missonil,  00;  on  the  appropriation  rel- 
atlye to  lllaaourl,  98;  on  the  South  American  ProT- 
lncea,96L 
Trcoir,  Jacob,  Bepresentatiye  from  Kew  York,  609l 


UDBxa,  Dahixl,  Bepresentatiye  fhmi  Penn^ylyania,  61, 609L 
ThUon^  dissolution  o(  eee  Indem^  yoL  4 
UmedUed  balance.—See  IndesBt  yoL  5l 
Vtmam,  Nathaiitbi.,  Bepresentatiye  Ihmi  New  Hampshire, 
8,215^877.    SeeJndM^wolt 


Vaeoinaiiom,— hi  the  House,  a  bin  to  incorporate  the  Na- 
tional Taodne  Institntlon,  on  Its  paasage,  8;  recommit- 
ment moyed,  in  order  to  locate  It  in  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbla,  8 ;  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corporations 
oyer  the  country  doubted,  8 ;  no  unconstitutional  feature 
in  the  bin,  8;  ot^ect  innocent  and  laudable,  8;  object  to 
satabUsh  an  institution  by  subscription,  whence  should 
Issue  yacdne  matter  to  the  towns  and  counties  whldi 
mbsertbe,  8 ;  these  subscriptions  now  in  an  agents  hand, 
and  the  ol^ect  to  place  them  where  they  win  be  safe,  8 ; 


unnecessary  to  limit  by  words  in  the  bill  what  is  alreacly 
Umlted  by  the  constitution,  8;  the  question  of  the  power 
of  Congress  within  and  without  the  District,  8;  if  the 
bin  is  recommitted  it  wUl  drop  fbr  the  rest  of  the  see- 
don,  9;  bin  passed,  9;  yote  on  in  the  Senate,  206;  let- 
ter from  the  agent,  244;  report  on,  256, 675. 

Tan  BuBBir,  Habtdt,  Senator  from  New  York,  187,  848k 
465;  on  th^  Indian  trade,  188;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain officeia,  191 ;  reports  relative  to  the  New  En^^d 
MisslBsippl  Land  Company,  861 ;  offers  a  resolution  ibr 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  474;  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  490;  on  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, 519;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  570l 

Yakcx,  Josbpb,  Bepresentatiye  from  Ohio,  216, 877, 602;  on 
the  road  through  the  black  swamp  In  Ohio,  407;  on 
Canadian  reAigees,  411 ;  on  the  road  fix>m  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, 414;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  706k 

Yavob,  Bobbbt  B.,  Beprosentative  from  North  GardlBa* 
602. 

YakDtkb,  Nicholas,  Senator  firom  Delaware,  144»  848, 
487;  on  the  a^oumment  of  the  aesdon,  160;  reports  on 
the  Carver  grant,  858.    See  Indea^  yoL  6. 

Yah  Bxkssxlaxb,  SoLOiioif,  Bepresentatiye  from  New 
York,8,216L    See  Indeu,  yfA.  ^ 

Yah  BunaBLAXB,  Stbthbh,  Bepresentatiye  from  New 
York,  270,  on,  602. 

Yah  Wtck,  William  W.,  Bepresentatiye  ttom  New  Yotk, 
216, 877, 602 ;  on  miUtary  appropriations,  260. 

VeeeeUf  registering  and  dearlng,  eee  Indeao^  yoL  1. 

Veto  Meeeage  of  Cumberland  road  bUl,  848^ 

Vice  and  Rear  AdmiraU.—See  IndeBO^  yoL  &. 

Vidafe  Beire,  the  case  o(  278. 

YiLLiBBS,  Maboob  pb,  petition  ol^  161. 

Vine  and  Olive^  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  by  an 
appropriation  of  land,  considered,  885. 

YnrroH,  Samubl  F.,  Bepresentative  firom  Ohio,  602. 

Virginia  Military  Land  Claim.— See  Indta^  voIsl  4,  & 

Virginia  Jjamd  WarranU.—\n  the  Senate,  a  resolntton 
submitted  to  inquire  into  the  location  of  patents  to  Bey* 
olutionary  offioera  in  the  reservations  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio,  155;  conditions  of  the  Yliglnla  cession  in  1784, 
155;  proceedings  by  holders  of  soldiers*  warrants,  and 
of  Congress  and  Virginia,  155;  ol^ectof  the  resolution 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  contra<^  between  Yirginla 
and  the  United  Stotes  had  been  feirly  executed,  165;  It 
had  taken  more  land  to  satisfy  these  warrants  than  had 
ever  been  anticipated,  155;  with  proper  information  It 
can  be  easily  ascertained  whether  fraud  has  been  eom- 
mltted  or  injustice  practised,  155;  debate  on,  446. 

VcU  of  a  State  for  Presldeni  received  previoua  to  a  declara- 
tion of  their  admlsdon,  eee  Mitetmri. 

Vote  qf  Approbation.— See  Inden,  roL  4. 

Voiee  fbr  Preddent  and  Yioe-President,  counting  and  debate 
on,  116. 


Walxbb,  Fblix,  Bepresentatiye  from  North  Cardina,  8, 

228,877;  on  the  South  American  Provincea,  06.    See 

Indem^  voL  6. 
Walkbb,  Jooh  W.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  148.    See  Indrn^ 

vol.  &  • 
Wallacb,  Jaubs  M.,  Bepresentatiye  fh>m  Pennsylvania,  8. 

See  Indea^  yol&  S,  6. 
Walwobtb,  Bbubbh  H.,  Bepresentatiye  from  New  York, 

216,877;  on  the  Indian  department,  280;  on  traniao- 

tlons  In  Florida,  259;  on  Canadian  refugees,  410i 
War,  dedanUion  of  agdnst  Great   Britain,  eee  Indsm, 

yoL4L 
War,  eondmei  iff  tke*—fye  Indea\  voL  6l 
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Wjjui,  Nicholas,  tenator  from  Goorgia,  148^  868, 488. 

Wastbls,  Hbitbt  R.,  RepresentatiTe  from  IfaryUnd,  8, 
818,  87T,  808;  on  the  ameadmeiit  of  the  Joumal,  88,  87; 
reUtlT«  to  the  ladian  deiMutment,  S8ft;  on  reeolntlonv 
respecting  Laikyette,  8S0;  on  the  npproprUtion  bUl, 
707.    See  JtuUea,  vol.  1 

Wa4hinQtony  a  Monument  <o.— In  the  Honne,  n  roiolntlon 
of  inquiry  how  the  act  of  1709  may  be^t  aceomplieh- 
•d,  considered,  630 ;  previoos  proceedings  of  Congress, 
888;  difflcolt  to  determine  whether  this  neglect  be  more 
impolitic  or  nngratefbl,  889;  snbjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy  and  Ingratitude,  640;  we  need  no  monu- 
ments to  tell  OS  that  Washington  Hyed,  640;  fhrther 
debate,  841 ;  resolution  laid  on  the  tobl^  841.  8m  It^ 
tfesR,  Tola.  6,  6L 

WatkingUm  City^  csptnre  o(  sm  Indeit^  yoL  Bl 

Watsok,  Lieut,  petition  of  parents  oC  585. 

Watks,  Isaac,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylranla,  608. 

Wbbstu,  Damixl,  Bepresentatire  ft^m  Massachusetts, 
608 ;  on  a  commissioner  to  Oreece«  604 ;  on  costs  in  suits 
by  patentees,  608,  618 ;  on  an  agent  to  Greece,  606 ;  on 
the  Qreek  cause,  641 ;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  697,  606. 
6&6  ItuUoB^  yoL  5. 

WMghU  and  MtaaurM^  report  on,  277. 

Wbudoteb,  Pbteb  H.,  Bepresentatlye  from  New  York,  & 
iSm  Jndeaty  yols.  6,  6. 

Wutem  Armory.^ln  the  House,  a  resolution  to  establish, 
considered,  426;  the  military  committee  diyided  on  the 
subject,  486;  a  measure  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  west- 
em  country, 426;  how  do  the  &ets  stand?  426;  the 
scene  which  occurred  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
of  dtixens  marching  to  meet  the  enemy  without  arms 
in  their  hands,  426 ;  millions  on  millions  are  expended 
on  public  establishments  on  this  side  the  mountains, 
but  nothing  on  the  other,  426 ;  shall  we  sgain  place  onr- 
selyes  in  the  situation  we  were  in  during  the  late  war? 
886;  discussion  postponed,  687. 

Wui  Point  Academy.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  of  inqui- 
ry oifered,  11 ;  mistake  to  suppose  the  teachers  and  ca- 
dets are  clothed  at  the  expense  of  Qoyernment,  11 ;  the 
report  states  an  Item  for  clothing,  18 ;  a  part  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  are  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers,  12 ; 
resolution  modified,  12. 

Wut  Point  CadttK—Se6  Index,  yol.  8. 

W^  Indie9,  JBHtUh,  bill  relatiye  to  trade  with,  206. 

WonBLwaioirr,  Joiiv,  application  for  a  divorce,  870. 

Whipplx,  Tuomas,  Jr.,  Representative  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, 215,  877, 691 ;  on  contingencies,  700. 

WniTK,  Alkxandkb  A.,  petition  of;  488. 

Wbits,  David,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  692. 

Whitk,  Phinkaa,  Bepresentative  from  Vermont,  215,  87T; 
on  appropriation  for  the  CumberUnd  road,  442. 

WniniAH,  EzEKiKL,  Bepresentative  from  Maine,  216;  re- 
ports on  gold  coin,  87 ;  on  the  affairs  in  Florida,  221, 222 ; 
relative  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  224;  on  the  transactions 
in  Florids,  264.    Sm  Indetty  vol  6. 

Wditm AK,  LxMUKL,  Representative  from  Connecticnt,  602. 

WhUney't  Patent  Sight— See  IndeoD,  vol.  4. 

WnnTLiSBT,  ELisnA,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Ohio,  692. 

WidotDS  and  Orphans,  pensions  to,  see  Indea,  vol  6. 

WiCKLim,  CnAELXs  A.,  Bepresentative  from  Kentudcy, 
692;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  621 ;  on  the  TarifT  bill, 
66a 

WiLKOvBOv,  Gen.,  conduct  ot,  see  Index,  vol.  8. 

Williams,  Isaac,  BspresenUUve  from  New  York,  602. 
See  Index,  vols.  6^  6. 

WiLLiAics,  Jabbd,  BepresenUtiye  from  Virginia,  8, 218, 877, 
602.    See  Indea\  vol.  6i 

WiLUAMB,  JoBH,  Senator  from  Tennessoe,  187, 848;  on  tho 


bill  fiir  the  relief  of  Robert  Par^y,  8S&  Ai  i^ 
yo]s.6^6i 
WxLUAMB,  Lbwib,  BeprcssntstiTe  from  Neifit  (Mai. 
218, 877,  602;  on  militaiy  appropristioiiB,  S4;  njei 
to  charges  against  Judge 'IUt,4lL  SetMit^xAii 
WzLUAMS,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  fi«m  IQiaiaESni,  3t  li 

ifKisoB,  yoL  6L 
WiLLiAMSoH,  WILLL4M  D^  Reprefleatative  ftos  MiIb^I 

877;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  8S3. 
WiLsoir,  Hbbbt,  Representatiye  frnn  PeBs^huiitM 
WiLsoir,  Isaac,  Representatiye  from  NewTorfc,91 
WiLSOir,  James,  Representative  from  Penns^Task,B 
WiLson,  JoHir,  Representative  finom  Bofith  CtetSsiQ 

8n,602. 
WiuoH,  WiLUAM,  RepresentatiTe  from  Ohio,  511 
WUneeeea,  payment  of  in  impeadunent  euaa^  m  Uk 

toL8l 
Wood,  Silas,  Representatiye  frxmi  New  Toii,t,iKC, 
602;  relatiye  to  the  South  Amaican  PiOTis«8i8;a 
the  appropriation  bill,  881.   See  Index,  vol  i 
Woodcock,  David,  Representatiye  from  Nev  l^fk 

877. 
Woods,  William,  Repreaentaflve  from  KevTeiai 
Woodson,  Samuel  H^  Bepresentative  from  EetH^.St 

877 ;  on  the  exchange  of  oertain  stocks,  81i 
WoosTBB,  General,  resolution  for  a  moBomeattoiSS;* 

sage  relative  to  a  monument  to,  684 
WoBMAif,  LuDwio,  Representatiye  from  PeaBivinBii,£i 
Wbioht,  Robbbt,  Representatiye  from  lIsr7liai,£iC 
on  transactions  in  Florida,  259,965;  oi  tk|if^ 
adjournment,  267;  on  Sunday  msllfi,  2tt;  flU^* 
render  of  ftigitlve  slares,  296;  on  hostile  tsftiSm 
8S4 ;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Colnmbii  iim,8l;> 
charges  agaf&st  Judge  Tait,  418 ;  on  tlw  nppRni*' 
public  documents,  4S8;  on  the  sopprearioaflf  t^>^ 
trade,  468. 
Wbiobt,  Jodk  Cn  Representatiye  frnn  ObiflyW. 


Taaoo  OMnu.—See  Index,  voL  6.  _^ 

Yeas  and  iTays.— In  the  Senate,  on  the  Gown^ 
Florida,  171 ;  note,  171 ;  relative  to  the  bSl »  •■ 
the  charter  of  the  U.  8.  Bank.  178;  oaMiiseEs^^ 
claim,  189 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  certsls  ofieen.9s* 
201;  on  the  vaccination  bill.  206;  reWiT«i»<SP*" 
intercourse  with  tho  South  AmcricM  8tal««,  !8;« 
the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towwn,  2tt; «  *f 
pointment  of  James  Gadsden,  212;  on  theiffw** 
of  Alexander  Macomb,  212;  onthe  appoiatawtrf|W 
Atkinson,  218,  214;  on  the  petition  ^  ^^. 
wrlght  for  a  divorce,  870 ;  on  LoalsUw ^^^ 
on  petition  of  Alexander  White,  *S9;  «^* 
buUding  additional  sloops  of  war,  608 ;  on  ^^^. 
Ida,  510;  on  purchase  of  a  ton  near  ^"*^^| 
on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  MO;  <«  w^ 
public  agent,  642 ;  relative  to  the  Mil  "^***^ 
onment  for  debt,  662;  respecting  the  coon  te*  ^ 
of  claims,  566 ;  on  the  biU  to  provide  tor  tk  sn^ 
roads  and  canals,  666;  on  striking oot  tba *^^ 
669;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  5^' "^^ 
the  duty  on  cotton,  682 ;  on  wod,  588;  en  aflt  i 
manuftwjtures  of  wool,  584 ;  on  doty  on  eocte  "PJ 
684 ;  on  worsted  good^  585;  onWaBketA»;  «^ 
pan^  685 ;  relative  to  the  Indian  tn  trt*, »' 
tarili;  686;  lospecting  Wmwai  river,  ^j^^ 
kins*  accounts,  690;  on  tiie  Msieon  Boiige«»«^ 
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In  fh€  JSbMfli— on  the  naolntloii  to  Admit  Mlnoiul, 
on  the  reeolatten  rektive  to  MtaBonrl,  61 ;  <»  the 
bill  Iter  the  redaction  of  the  ennj,  7S|78;  relettre  to  the 
Boath  Amerioen  Proyinceei  99, 190^  on  the  resolntion 
of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  IH 118;  on  the  reeolu'- 
tloii  of  the  Joint  Oommittee  tat  the  admiiston  of  Mis- 
■OQil,  1S9 ;  reletiVe  to  etoppego  of  paj  to  delknltem,  199, 
900;  on  pensions,  900;  onthelMuikrapthlI],S80;  on  the 
Moolntione  reletiTe  to  the  Booth  Ameiiesn  GoTem- 
monta^  80B;  on  the  exchange  of  eertiln  stocks,  81T;  on 


entering  on  the  Jonnud  the  declaration  of  Sobert  ft. 
Ganett,  819;  relatlTe  to  the  appropriation  biU,  881 ;  on 
the  TCtoed  Comberiand  road  bill,  845;  on  oocQpati<»  of 
the  month  of  the  Colombia,  481 ;  on  the  resolution  rela- 
tiye  to  the  snppresslon  of  the  daTe  trsde,  400 ;  on  bill 
respecting  sutots  for  roads  and  canab,  688 ;  on  snrreTi 
for  roads,  665;  on  dnty  on  woollens,  786;  on  the  dntj 
on  sngar,  768;  m<«,  766;  on  the  salt  tax,  761 ;  on  the 
tfaiid  reading  of  the  Tariir  bill,  76t 
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AMERICAN  ELOQUENCE: 

A  COLLECTION  OP  SPEECHES  AND  ADDRESSES,  FORENSIC  AND 

PARLIAMENTARY, 

BT  THB 

WITH  BIOCKIPHICAL  SKEICHES,  nXUSTRATIVE  VOTES,  AHD  AH  AH AIiTn€AI<  IHDEX, 


2  VoU,  Boyal  800.    EmbeUUked  with  14  Fine  Portraits^  an  Steely  qf  Famous  American  Orators, 
PriMflbrtlMtwoyolviiiaf  iAol0tli,t0;  UbniyitTlei  16;  half  mor.,  §7;  half  ealf  ozti«,  16. 


'*  There  were  Grants  in  those  days .  .  .  mighde  men,  which  were  of  olde,  men  of  renowne." 


The  design  of  this  work  is  to  furnish  a  cheap,  convenient  and  popular  Li- 
BRABT  Editiok  of  the  most  celebrated  speeches  and  addresses,  forensic  and 
parUamentary,  of  the  principal  orators  and  statesmen  of  America.     It  contains 
many  which  have  never  before  been  included  in  any  collection,  and  are  not 
readily  accessible  to  the  student  or  the  general  reader.    As  &r  as  attainable, 
specimens  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Continental  Congress  are  given,  illustrating 
the  piinciples  and  portraying  the  sufferings  of  the  men  of  the  Bevolution  ;  as 
well  as  the  Debates  in  Congress,  since  the  year  1789,  under  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  Qovemment.    Selections  from  the  earnest  and  able  discussions  in 
the  State  Conventions,  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  also  form  a  portion  of  the  work. 

The  collection  includes  the  Oration  of  Samuel  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
delivered  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1776,  now  for  the  first 
time  reprinted  in  America,  and  hitherto  almost  totally  unknown ;  all  the 
speeches  of  Patrick  Henry  ;  the  Address  to  Great  Britain  of  1775,  by  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  that  of  1774,  by  John  Jay ;  Judge  Drayton's  celebrated  charge 

• 

to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ;  James  Wilson's  Vindication 


of  the  Colonies,  in  1775 ;  General  Joseph  Warren's  Oration  on  the 
Hassacre  ;  William  Livingston's  Speech  to  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  1 
John  Butledge's  Speeches  to  the  South  Carolina  Assembly,  1776—1782 ;  Ji 
Adams'  and  Josiah  Qnincy,  Jr's  Defence  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Bostcn 
sacre  ;   Washington's  Xnangoral  and  Farewell  Addresses ;    John  Di 
Speech,  in  1765,  before  the  Pennsylvania   House  of  Assembly,    and 
Declaration  of  Congress  on  taking  up  arms,  1775  ;  Dr.  John  Wi 
Speeches  in  in  the  Continental  Congress,  complete  ;  Doctor  David 
Oration  on  the  Advantages  of  American  Independence  ;    Doctor  Beojoii 
Bush's  Address,  ^^  The  Bevolution  is  not  over,"  1787 ;  Hamilton's  Speeda « 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  in  the  case  of  Harry  Croswell ;  Fiaher  Awam 
the  British  Treaty,  and  other  specimens  of  his  oratory  ;  the  speech  of  &  T. 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Webster's  celebrated  Beply^  as  wdl  ■ 
many  others  of  that  distinguished  statesman's  forensic  and  parliamentaiy  effivi; 
Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Bobbins,  and  his  Speech  on  Ik 
Federal  Constitution ;  the  best  Speeches  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  Selections  fiom  ik 
eloquence  of  Bed  Jacket,  Tecumseh,  and  other  Indian  orators.     SpecimeiM  in  | 
also  ^vencf 


ThSODORI  SXDGIWIOK, 

Olivsb  Ellsworth, 
B.  B.  LrnNOSTON, 

H.  H.  BHACKENBinGl, 
GSOBGE  CaBOTi 

Chsistophbr  Oors, 
Charles  PftroKrar, 

LOTHXR  MaRIDT, 

Calxb  Strono, 
Elbridob  Obrrt, 
goutbrnbur  morris 
BuruB  Enra, 
Jambs  Hillhousb, 
Jambb  Monrob, 
John  C.  Calhoun, 


Uriah  Tract, 
Wiluam  Pinkhxt, 
Samubl  Dbztbr, 
Jambs  A.  Batard, 
B.  OooDLOB  Harpbr, 
Edward  Lr?iNe8T09, 
Harriboh  Orat  Otis, 
Timothy  Bigblow, 
John  G.  Spbncbr,      « 
John  Bandolph, 
jobl  b.  poinsbtt, 
Hbnrt  Whbaton, 
H.  8.  Lboabb, 
John  Sbrgbant, 
Walter  Jones, 


Thbophilus  Parsoks, 


Albert  Gallaxeh, 
Wiluam  Yaks  McRii^ 
Thomas  Addis  Emmi^ 
John  QunrcT  Adamb, 
DbWitt  Cunton, 
Andrew  Jackson, 
William  Wirt, 
Feux  Grundt, 
Chavncet  Goodriob, 
William  Lowndmb, 
8.  8.  Prentiss, 
Tristam  BuEaESSi 
and  many  others^ 
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deemed  unworthy  to  effect  it,  that  it  might  he  reserved  to  some  other  and  abler  hand,  to  extend 
^•^  tKia  blessing  over  the  coounnnity."  * 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  Mr.  Henry's  eloquence.    The  polls  were  opened  after  he  had  concluded 
this  speech,  and  he  was  elected :  but  he  never  took  his  seat.    His  health  had  been  declining  gra- 
^'.  dually  for  two  years,  when,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1799,  he  died,  full  of  honors— as  a  states- 
orator  and  patriot,  unsurpassed  and  unedipsed. 


-•♦•- 


THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION.t 


^  The  Preamble  and  the  two  first  sections  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  being  under 
ooBsideration,  Mr.  Henry  thus  addressed  the 

»;     oonventaon:) 

Mr.  Ghaibman  :  The  public  mind,  as  well  as 
-  my  own,  is  extremely  uneasy  at  the  pruys^sed 
change  of  government.  Give  me  leave  to  form 
one  of  tlie  number  of  those,  who  wish  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  reasons  of  this 
perilous  and  uneasy  situation,  and  why  we  are 
Drought  hither  to  decide  on  this  great  national 
qaestion.  I  consider  myself  as  the  servant  of 
tbe  people  of  this  commonwealth,  as  a  sentinel 
over  Uieir  rights,  liberty,  and  happiness.  1 
represent  their  feelings  when  1  say,  that  they 
are  exceedingly  uneasy,  being  brought  from 
that  state  of  full  security,  whidi  they  eigoy,  to 

*  Experienee  had  tenc^t  Mr.  Heniy  tlutt  in  oppool&g  tlio 
Adoption  of  the  eonstltotion,  ho  had  mlstakon  the  aonreo  of 
pnbUo  dmnger ;  that  tho  powor  of  the  states  was  yet  too  great, 
in  times  of  discord  and  war,  for  the  powor  of  the  Union. 
Tho  eonstitation,  moreoyer,  was  tho  law  of  the  land,  and  as 
•nob,  he  had  sworn  to  obey  It  He  had  seen  It  administered 
oonsdentionslf,  and  ft»r  the  good  of  the  whole;  he  had,  tfnee 
ito  adoption,  neyer  leagued  himself  with  the  Actions  which 
ombarrsssed  its  operations.  With  parties,  as  sneh,  he  had 
BiO  eonneetlon,  and  in  this  crisis  he  conld  come  forward  with 
dean  bands  to  Its  tapffort—AdmiiUgtrattaiu  nf  Wdthinffitm 

t  Bo  general  was  the  conyiction  that  public  wel&re  re- 
qnlred  a  goyemment  of  more  eztenslyo  powers  than  those 
vested  in  the  general  goyemment  by  the  articles  of  confed- 
etatfon,  that  in  May,  1787,  a  conyentlon  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of 
Rhode  Island,  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  the  subject 
nndor  consideration.  This  conyentlon  contlnned  its  sessions 
with  closed  doors  nntll  the  seyevteenth  of  the  following 
Beptember,  when  the  Federal  Gonstltatlon  was  promulgated. 
The  eonycntion  resolyed,  "^That  the  constitution  be  laid  be- 
fore the  United  States,  In  Congress  assembled,  and  that  It  is 
the  opinion  of  this  conyentlon  that  it  should  afterwards  be 
submitted  to  a  conyentlon  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each  State 
by  the  people  thereof  for  their  assent  and  mtiflcation;  **  and 
in  conformity  with  this  recommendation.  Congress,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  same  month,  passed  a  resolution  di- 
recting that  the  constitution  should  be  submitted  to  conyon- 
tions,  to  be  assembled  in  the  seyeral  States  of  the  Union. 
The  oonyentions  subsequently  assembled,  and  the  expediency 
of  adopting  the  constitution  was  ably  and  eloquently  dls- 


X  This  q>eech  was  deliyered  In  the  VirglnU  oonyeation, 
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the  present  delusive  appearance  of  things.  Be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  late  Federal  conventioii 
at  Philadelphia,  a  general  peace,  and  an  uniyer- 
sal  tranquillity  prevailed  in  this  country,  and 
the  minds  of  our  citizens  were  at  perfect  re- 
pose; but  since  that  period,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly uneasy  and  disquieted.  When  I  wished 
for  an  appointment  to  this  convention,  my  mind 
was  extremely  agitated  for  the  situation  of  pub- 
lic affairs.  I  conceive  the  republic  to  be  in  ex- 
treme danger.  If  our  situation  be  thus  uneasy, 
whence  has  arisen  this  fearful  jeopardy  ?  It 
arises  from  this  fatal  system ;  it  arises  from  a 
proposal  to  change  our  government — ^a  propo- 
sal that  goes  to  the  utter  annihilation  ^f  the 
most  solemn  engagements  of  the  States — a  pro- 
posal of  establishing  nine  States  into  a  confede- 
racy, to  the  eventual  exclusion  of  four  States. 
It  goes  to  the  annihUation  of  those  solenm 
treaties  we  have  formed  with  foreign  nations. 
The  present  circumstances  of  France,  the  good 
offices  rendered  us  by  that  kingdom,  require 
our  most  faithful  and  most  punctual  adherence 
to  our  treaty  with  her.  We  are  in  alliance  with 
the  Spaniards,  the  Dutch,  the  Prussians :  those 
treaties  bound  us  as  thirteen  States,  confede- 
rated together.  Tet  here  is  a  proposal  to  sever 
that  coiSfederacy.  Is  it  possible  that  we  shall 
abandon  all  our  treaties  and  national  engage- 
ments? And  for  what?  I  expected  to  have 
heard  the  reasons  of  an  event  so  unexpected  to 
my  mind,  and  many  others.  Was  our  civil 
polity,  or  public  justice,  endangered  or  sapped? 
Was  the  real  existence  of  the  country  threat- 
ened, or  was  this  preceded  by  a  mournful  pro- 
gp*ession  of  events?  This  proposal  of  altering 
our  federal  government  is  of  a  most  alarming 
nature :  make  the  best  of  this  new  government 
— say  it  is  composed  of  any  thing  but  inspira- 
tion— ^you  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious, 
watchful,  jealous  of  your  liberty ;  for,  instead 
of  secoring  your  rights,  you  may  lose  them  for 
ever.  If  a  wrong  step  be  now  made,  the  re- 
public may  be  lost  for  ever.  U  this  new  govern- 
ment will  not  come  up  to  the  expectation  of  the 
people,  and  they  should  be  disappointed,  their 
liberty  will  be  lost,  and  tyranny  must  and  will 
arise.  I  repeat  it  again,  and  1  beg  gentlemen 
to  consider,  that  a  wrong  step,  made  now,  will 
plunge  us  into  misery,  and  our  republic  will  be 
lost.  It  will  be  necessary  for  this  conventioD 
to  have  a  faithful  historical  detail  of  the  facts 
that  preceded  the  session  of  the  federal  oonven- 


' 


The  f oUowiig  are  a  few  from  many  f rieadiy  TestimMiials : 


Niw  Tou,  Deo.  2,  1857. 
MrssiftSim: 

I  r«mfliiiber  diat  in  a  eonTenation  we  had 
not  long  sinee,  you  alladed  tx>  the  reeeiyed  opinion, 
among  onr  dUtiDgaiehed  modern  statesmen,  that 
we  had  none  of  the  epeechee  made  daring  the 
ReTolation,  or  daring  the  eariy  period  of  oar  legis- 
latiTe  history.  Ton  thought  the  opinion  erroneous, 
and  so  did  L 

I  have  been  looking  with  great  pleasure  over 
your  late  woi^  "  American  Eloquenee,**  and  am 
glad  to  find  that  you  hare  set  this  matter  right,  by 
publishing  some  of  the  apeeohes:  Samuel  Adams' 
oration  on  Independenoe,  (in  1777, 1  think,)  Dr. 
Witherspoon's  speeches,  some  Hy^  or  six  in  num- 
ber; Dr.  Ramsay's  and  Mr.  Drayion\  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  several  others,  litUe  known  to  the 
public,  and  now  published  in  your  book,  show  that 
our  fathers  could  talk  weU.  ETCiybody  knows 
that  they  coold  fight  welL 

I  am  greatly  pleased  with  your  labors,  and 
earnestly  hope  our  young  men  wul  oarefull]^  read 
your  book.  They  may  catch  from  it  a  spirit  of 
genuine  patriotism,  as  they  learn  what  their  un- 
selfish, brare  old  fathers  said  and  did  to  secure  the 
freedom  we  enjoy. 

Pray  go  on,  and  give  us  more  eloquence  illustra- 
tiTe  of  the  early  days  of  the  Repnbhc.    It  will  put 
the  right  feeling  in  the  hearts  <n  our  young  men. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

FRANCIS  Im  HAWE3. 
Fbahk  Moou,  Esq. 

From  the  Bon.  Oeorge  Banoroft 

Nnw  Tome,  Dec  7, 1857. 
Mr  dbarSib: 

I  was  so  eaffer  to  see  your  work  on  American 
Eloquence,  that  I  became  the  owner  of  a  copy 


almost  on  the  very  day  of  its  publieatioii.  AslI 
now  haYC  to  thank  you  for  the  beautifdl  Totmm 
which  you  haTC  been  so  good  as  to  seod  me,  mi 
which  I  shall  doubly  value  for  their  intrimBC 
and  as  the  evidence  of  yonr  good  vilL 


came  to  me  as  a  rich  gallery  of  mental  portal; 
and  I  think  you  have  done  well  in  aeteedag  a 
many  speeches  that  are  of  the  utmost  political  uA 
historical  interests 

Yonr  volumes  are  dangerous  companions^ft 
there  is  so  much  in  them  to  ensa^  the  mind,  tte 
I  find  myself  hanging  over  their  pagea  whsa  I 
ought  to  be  at  work. 

With  my  best  thanks, 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir, 
y eiy  truly  yoon^ 

GEO.BAKCROR 
Fbahk  MooBi^  Esq. 


Tnm  ibm  B«w.  B.  fiL  Ohnpiii,  MX,  UUk 

Nkw  Tobk,  Dee.  11,  ISST. 
MtdbabSib: 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  Tcm  upon  jw 
success  in  your  new  and  veiy  valuaUe  work  ^m 
**  American  Eloquence.'  It  will  supply  a  plan  is 
our  libraries  filled  by  no  other  book.  £very  is- 
dent  of  our  country*s  annals,  and  every  low  4 
true  oratory,  has  reason  to  th«ik  you  for  a  eels- 
tion  so  copious  and  instructive— ao  replete  vift 
specimens  of  the  noblest  eloquenoe^  um  witk  is 
teresting  facts  in  the  lives  of  moi  who  hnve  asdi 
our  history. 

I  am,  my  dear  nr, 

Toue,  respeetfuDy, 

E.H.CHAPI3L 
Fkahk  HooBi^  Esq. 
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D.  APPLETON  &  CO.  also  publish  the  following  valuable  National  Woiis, 

by  subscription,  via : 
BaBtonHi  Abiidgiiiant  of  the  DebntM  In  Oongreas.     To  be  completed  in  16  vols.,  rojil 
octavo.    Price,  |8  00  a  vol.,  cloth ;  $8  60  law  sheep ;  $4  00  h£  mor. ;  ^  60  h£  oall 

Tbm  Mew  Amiiricwin  Oydop^dia.  Edited  by  Geo.  Riplet  and  Chab.  A.  Dana.  To  be  cob- 
pleted  in  16  volumes^  royal  octavo.  $8  00  per  volume,  in  cloth ;  $8  60  library  Isste 
$i  00  half  morocco ;  $4  60  half  Russia  extra. 

Bnrton'i  Oyolopodla  of  Wit  aad  Humor.  Kow  complete  in  2  very  large  voI&  ntusMsd 
with  more  than  600  cuts  expressly  designed  to  illustrate  the  text»  also  24  porCnita  of  dirfia* 
guished  humorists.    Price,  in  doth,  |7 ;  library  leather,  $8. 

Banton^  Thirty  Team'  Vlaw.  Complete  in  2  vols.,  octavo.  Price,  per  tuL,  $2  60^  dodi; 
$8  00  library,  leather.    Either  voL  sold  separate. 

TERMS.    Cswfti  on  dellTfirr  of  tlie  Tola*  mm  iaamed* 

No  books  sent  on  commission.    Catalogues  of  onr  publications  furnished  gratis*  <m  ^plieatiaL 
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